
ザ



:'i:【勘

_

FHE8N0 COUI^TY SYNOPSIS

(Interviewing, Jan. 24, 25, 2 6 , 1945)

Katharine Luomala, Community Analysis Section)

No simple, snap judgment can be made about Fresno County 
attitudes the return or iiow they can be expected to
develop. In t^is large county, whieli formerly had a heavy con- 
eentratiori of Japanese both in the city and the county, attit­
udes are too various, complex, and shifting to be summed up 
neatly. It is a county in which anyone working for the evacuees 
can never complacently ass-ume that things have quieted down 
and the tiae has turned for the better if only positively friendly 
actions and no negative ones occur for a couple of days.

Unlike small counties which formerly had relatively few 
evacuees, Fresno County probably could not be controlled by a 
few key civic leaders operating from the county seat and bus­
iness center. Each village seems to operate as a tight, little 
independent nation, with one eye on its neighbor* Each has its 
own peculiar condltibns and does not seem to depend on the city 
of Fresno, county seat, for guidance and examples.

The interviewer was more aware of rumor-mongering in 
Fresno and Tulare Counties than in San Joaquin. Merced, and 
Stanislaus Counties* In the latter counties people talked 
about the Pois, garbling what they had read in the newspapers• 
but they had little to say in the way of rumors about their 
own county• In Fresno and ^uls.re Counties, on the contrary, 
each village tells exaggerated rumors about the other with 
regard. ti〇 "tii© ■fereatmen't of evacuess and "their property*

Mr. Hudson, Fresno Co. Farm Agent, told some tyDical 
rumors he haa heard. One was that at Selma every piece 
of Japanese property has been burned. Another was^ that 
around Sanger 200 Japanese homes have been burned in the 
last year. A Sanger or Selma storekeeper is rumored to 
have t〇Xd an evacuee who wanted to buya pump. nCash to 
you•rf Other storekeepers are rumored to be saying they 
will sell Japanese nothing or will demand cash on the 
spot.
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縫轉戀顏 鎌:i福 雜  2 齡 ::__義爾
the distiirbed condition evinced by rumor-mongerine* is duft to th° 
fac-c that several evacuees liave retiitiied to the! coxinty, people 
know about their return, ancL negative incidents Have already 
occurred. ,

Almost every village on the Selma-Kingsburg-and-Fowler axis 
and the Sanger-Reedley-Parlier-Orosi-Dxnuba axis, both south of 
Fresno, ha$ a .record of concrete negative action like threats, 
arson, or rock-throwing, side ,fey side with a recoil of concrete

4.〇ne ca^ ot Assume that as a cancellation. Both,
ミus$nas aetive，but so far the tide has not turned 

so that the friendly extreme predominates.

B p r J o ^ L 1^ an ^ P ! e  〇f this jockeying. A Caucasian, Floyd 
ga.^sopin, has ^©Qti^ted an evacuee Beighbor and f s Mlvpmnfn
to recruit six families at Poston t6 work f〇r h i S  S d ^ c ^ u p v  the J 
family units he is building. 〇n th6 negative sider L e d l e y  has 
?〇dr»v?ati〇?+.I!ide a^verse Publicity because of refusing t〇 iilre a 
teacher_with an adopted J a p a n e s e  child, i. resident of nne of 
the villages wrote indignantly to the Fresno Bee to ask qincp 
|mericans, €s|ecaaliy American school boards, made war 
girls, even those of Japanese descent. Reedley f L l f  slLhtlv I #
ミarrassed cMstened _ •  Also it is fceginLlnrは

ユ S eL = ㈣ が ⑽ i ぽ ぽ 麵

At Orosi (Tulare County but on one of the above

which friendly residents can speak. Thrseriousness1〇fr?h?c?t?rT ； 
is sh«wn by the behavior of the business men! ^ n f n y  otheJ

in I S f  bu-
have c o 着 lled c寒 sians t 〇 res;  n〇f = yitば だ

^ & 1 ~  K

l e a d e f l / f t o ^ h i ^  l friendly attitudf?rom a

Boar, an, AAA L v e  alre a S \ S
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The Farm gecurity Administration, under the local supervision of 
Mr. Robert Pontius, has-already one evacuee request for aid on

been refused financial support everywhere 
else. Fair treatment of evacuees can be expected from the FSA in 
this district.

鼠 鱗 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ぜ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^参 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 、々簿ネ操奪
Kingsburg has either begun to reconcile itself to the return

of evaeuees or its relative air of quiet may reflect that opposi­
tion has gone underground* Evacuee property was destroyed here, 
and a Swedish-born Legionjaaire circulated a negative resolution 
which someone in the comimnity nipped in the bud by saying he would
sign if the resolution would inelu紅  aii fQreigri^born 域  nations

Allied side. As there was much talk just then 
of Swedish ball bearings going to Germany, the Legionnaire quietly 
left and no more was heard of the petition. On Jaimai»y a9> a Kinss- 

wrote to the Bee demanding Japanese be kept in reloca- 
tion centers so that thoy will not become public cll^rges*

び 透 ％ ^^^^^^,潔 !^^^^^^^^^^^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 修 ^ ^ ^^^^^^'織 泰 ^^^^^^^^^^^ よ 骤 翁,:^^^^^^^教令 ^^

4.V. District WRA Relocation Officer, who has visited
throughout the county unlike the interviewer, states that feeling 
^2 ,̂ivided $9-50^ with $0¢ of the people being very friendly, while 
of the remaining 50¢, ai*e lukewarm but persuadable. He knows 
of no organized opposition groups.

In Fresno itself, evacuees have prominent friends among min^-
an(̂  PeoP?^ the Odin-

凭 ， AmeIr}cali Principles a d  Fair Play. Some of thfese frieilds 
are handicapped, h o w e v e r b y  their frequexit associatibri with other 
unpopular causes. Dr. Geo. Riindqiiiat M s  ¥een ^
^ J e st^eri §̂ committee made up of leading city officials, business 
and professional men. A sub-committee in West Fresno, where most 
evacuees Jived might be helpful to this executive committee, A 
large meeting friendly to the evacuees was being planned when the 
intervxewer was m  Fresno. It was to be^held at the Armenian- 
Congregational Ghurch.

>>fv
. Fresno has minority group problems which may affect return- 

p ^ 〇nT〇? ^ e^ f2r -g〇̂  bad, T^e lar^e Amrenian population,
^ p e ミiaily that in the Congregational Church, is concerned at)Qiit
the Japanese as they are a minority group themselves. Orientals. 
Negroes, Armenians, and others from the Near East have tieeri dis­
criminated against for many years through restrictive deed coven- 
??t3* Now two suits over violation of these covenants by Armenian 
h@me^purchases are stirring up the Armenian -people• Letters pro ' 
and con appear in the Fresno Bee. > P

■ĥ  fymPfthy with evacuees through identification also exists in'- 
the Huasian-German：group from the Ukaraine, Fresno is said to 
have few Filipinos except in crop season. R e c e n t l y a n  L o t .  
suit g^ngs from L. A., «pachukos,« have been c o m i n g ^  
making trouble* West Fres^feso^poj. teachers tliiiik Japanese
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liav^ cause to fear them, because lawlessness may extend to
mcIiKie any unpopular group.

グ Friendly as some West Fresno teachers at Edison fi. S. and 
ii©ncoln Grammar School were to Japanese students and their 
f琢 饵 tMer are to have them back， mo苗tljr because
ot the greatly increased Negro enrollment since the war which 
lias burdened, the school with unsolved problems. Most trouble is 
among Negroes not between Negroes and otHerraees. Eeturning
Japanese seem to the teachers just one more burden on a back­
breaking load* Though sure other teachers will like themselves 
do what they can to reintegrate the Japanese students, the 
teachers interviewed thought the children might suffer slights from 
those with relatives in the Pacific and rrom those newcomers who 
have nev6r kriown Ja pane s e.

Respondents severely criticize the negative influence of the 
Fresno Bee.

Tii© iiousing situation d.o©s not s66111 as s g v q v b as in many otiicr

might prefer Japanese t〇. Negroes because of thfeir being cleaner atid 
more reliable in paying bills.

F R I. E:M

has a long list oi* friendly names. Some are mentioned 
here if tliê  wfere Interviewed pr if the interviewer has heard judg- 
xuents of new,1 iielpl"!!! t in influencing public opinion*
Most are Fresno names* Paul Fischer would have rural tiaiiies.

ni Dr* Hubert Phillips, Fresno State College^Chairpan of Fair
lessened in public mind by having come out 

tor Russia' a-'；while":.-back.; ：：v ' V  ' へ

3. Miss Mary Baker, Dean of Women, Fresno State College, ve^7
t fe© s. friendXy £xtrenij»s't •

丨 . 寒 ! ^ き 麵 纖  權:渗̂ |111_藏、::輪 雜 参 鑛

. ^ 5 v Presifent Thomas> Fresno State College, fair but cautious, 
might be pushed out in front*

. ^ * R©v, Gr0gg, F i r ^  Qongregatio^n^ Church, kas lievely pubiic
fprtim tJiat Galen Fisher 1011ce spoke theret
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7. Bishop Sumner Walters, San Joaquin Protestant Episcopal 
Diocese and Fair Play Committee, will lend name to executive 
.steferihjg '/committee

8. Dean James Malloch, Episcopal, St* James Cathredal,
違^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^遂^^,‘容̂ ^^^^̂ ^̂ ^̂ 零̂ゴ:ベ’.漆梁!̂^̂熱':丨綠

9. Marie Watkins, International Institute Secretary, a new­
comer and therefore limited, ,  ̂?V"?vr&  y ', ̂

10. Rev• Theodore Palmquist, First Methodist Church, former 
Superintendent Methodist Church Conference of Northern California, 
will serve on 'steering committee.
皆:̂^̂^̂^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ^ ^鐵 觀 嫌 ,’!̂暴̂^̂ ^̂ 羅̂̂^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ 擊̂ 41

1 1 ,  Meal McGowan, First Christian Church,.

麝 ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^靈 纏
12• Rev.< Glen Harmon, Chairman on Committee of Race Relations,

had .breakfast of Y Men*s Club, ages 25-4〇, at which Fischer and
Rundguist;’ talfce心 :敷 ’',:か丨_ 鱗_ ^ 1 儀|爾 ；

13. U* B *., Cojjimi s s loner, Frank jLarrego, conservative^ won’t 
stick neck out, advises evacuees to return slowly later.

14. Vvalter Stammers, attorney> will help if there is any trouble

':二症15* Gilbert Jertberg, attorney, Sunraaid Raisin Association^
Board Stafford and Fresno State and State, will serve on central 
c ommlt^e e #：:f

16u Marcel Lohse, Secretary Chamber of Commerce, thinks it a 
mistake for evacuees to return now but recognizes constitutional.
:r糸g鱗 s磁^ ^ ^ ^ ^

纖 鱗 ^ ^ ^ 遂 令 多 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 絲 遂 綠 緣 冬 通 1̂^ 幾^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 管餘:
17, Rev. Chakmakjian, Armenian-Congregational Church, where 

large community meeting will "be held to plan for return* Jertberg 
is church attorney.

18. Mrs. Thos. F* Lopez, wife of attorney, is of friendly ex­
tremist type,
れ̂̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^娘事̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ : . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ' あ :

vl9* Eobert A • Pontius, Jr*,. FSA Distribt Supervisor, was inte3?- 
viewed,

20. Mr .； Ball* Lincoln Grammar School principla, friendly but 
timid4 Interviewed*

2 1 .  Mr〆 ？romfcett;a, Mj^s Ipwin,在]ad Miss: Ayer of Edisbn: Techン 
nical High School were interviewed* Miss Irwin looks as if she 
would be very helpful if got alone.
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22# Mr. Hudson, Fresno County Farm Agent, was interviewed. 
Might be friendlier if talked to. See interview. Quoted 
friendly remark of H. B. Higginbotham, President of Parlier 
First National Bank•

23• Leonard Bros*, Sanger, are hiring evacuees*

24* E* J* Giovannetti, Half Moon !irust and Produce Co., wants 
to hire evacuees*

戀 き !^^ ^ ^私 魏 薇 ^ ^ ^ 伊 驗 擎 i 

1'25*fr Floyd Barsoom, Heedley, ditto.*

26•' J. F, Carter, Selma rancher, has evacuee girl on ranch,
さ辱̂^̂ ^̂ 辦̂ 織 攀 ^̂^̂ ^̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ 盤̂ !̂̂ ^̂ ^̂

樣 ■】 辱 T:が ! ^

1 . Detective. Sgt. A. B* McCreary, Fresno, Advised Mr, 
Kutota, returned evacuee to wait 5 - 6 mo. before returning.

么  Mr. Houlard and secretary, County Agricultural Commission, 
Relieved unfriendly,

3*.. County Vvar Board and AAA.

4* Paul Fischer undoubtedly has names of other people*

are



K* Luomala
Interview with Paul Fischer, Community Analysis
District Relocation Officer, WHA 
Fresno, California,
January 2ん 1945

fhmBbnail

Paul Fischer, District Relocation Officer of WfiA, Fresoo, has 
the district from BakersfieM to central Merced Coianty. He 
arranged appointments for me with George Eumaquist who was 
interviewed at the WBA office and エ• formerly of Poston
who had just rettirned to Fresno to relocate* I left with !&*♦ 
Fischer a copy of Walter McKainfs article^ wWhen the Japanese 
Hetiirn to California11 and showed him the other background mat­
erial X had with me. This material included U.S. census data, 
Adon Folifs artiele, aiad that l>y Lloyd Fisher on Japanese ag- 
ric\2lture, and area summaries prepared by the Gomnnajnity Analysis 
Section in Washington* Ur* Fischer remarked on his experience 
with the value of Cosanunity Analysis in the Centers and stated 
that he would like to see a Goimnunlty Analyst attached to each 
of tiie three western offices*

gummary of Interview

Opinion in this area is divided about 50-50* Fifty percent are 
very friendly. Forty percent who could be persuaded to be friend­
ly are lukewarm now. Tlie majority, 75-80 % can be persuaded to 
taifce a favorable point of view.

Requests for evacuee labor:
At Orosi when F. went down to Investigate the visitation of 25- 
3〇 to evacuees, a man stopped him on the street to ask about 
evacuee l a b o r . 1 . J. Giovannetti of the Half Moon Fruit and 
Produce Go, Receivers, Distributors asd Jobbers, wants 20-25 
families•

Mr. Edward H. Leonard will go to Manzanar, Poston, and Gila River 
to contact evacuees interested in permanent employment. Leonard 
Bro&, Sanger, California, owns ard operates 1400 A. of vineyards. 
They want 100-150 evacuees, family uiits or singles or doubles 
(man and wife) • They have satisfactory housing and transporta­
tion to and from work* They employed Japanese in the past.
^Dutch1* (Hubert) Leonard, the brother of Edward, was a baseball
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player some thirty years ago. The Leonard Bros, will give 
evacuees support and aid in regard to community acceptance*

Floyd Barsoom, Rt. 3> Bx.l3〇> Heedley, who wants 25-30 laborers, 
owns 350 A* grapes a M  friiit trees three miles from Reedley.
He has tiiree tracts of land located about one imile apart* He 
plans to "build six Tamlly modern in every respect and
has 丄_ e r  and material on hand, S. Miyamoto of Poston who owns 
two farms nearby is arranging with llr. Barsoom to get six families 
He returned to Poston a few days ago to recruit them.

Returned Evacuees:

A*fc Fowlor^ Fischer visited *two families who returned two weeks 
ago* The children are in sehool. The families are Hiyama and 
James Morishigi, t>oth from Gila River. They are owners. People 
who move right on farms after axrangements with tenants have 
no trouble.

At Selma, a Poston girl, Mabel Miyasaki, retxirned to the J. F# 
Garter ranch (cattle feeders) where she was t)〇rn and raised. She 
works as a domestic for the Carters and has been going to the 
local church* She has had no adverse esqperience and is going to 
bring her parents back there* They used to live there too.

At Selma, seven Japanese boys have been staying with George 
Takaguehi who has a business property in town and lives in the 
rear* The boys have been inspectlEjg property they own "before 
relocatiijg on it* After they had been with Takaguehi a few days, 
a group of H.S. boys went by a M  threw stones at the building 
and nearly hit the evacuees inside. Fischer who was called re­
ported it to the police, the D. A. and the S. F* TOA, and later 
went to Selma， The police had sent the sheriff out* Evacuees 
thought the rocks were thrown "by H.S. boys who liad gone past in 
an old car about l〇w 3̂ L P*M* af1；6r "tlie 1110vies# Thi.s happen©dt two 
nights in succession but not since then* Three days later when 
Fischer was in Selma, the Police Department confirmed the eva­
cuees f belief the rocks were thrown by H.S» boys. The police 
talked to them aiad they promised no more distiarbances. The 
Ciiief of Police thought the boys may have been prompted by parents 
who didnft want Japanese to return*
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At Orosi, thirty farmers, biasiness men and the local banker met 
in the back room of the bank, organized and went out about 6 P*M* 
in four or five cars to see returned evacuees on the ranch rented 
by Ray Martin, a Caucasian, from Japanese owners* Eight Japan­
ese boys were staying there to look after property. All owned 
land. One had a brother in. the U.S* army; aiaotlxer has a cousin*
The boys were arranging with tenants to take back farms# The 
party of committed no violence "but asked the boys to get
out by January 3〇, saying that the Government liad taken the 
Japanese out and they (the party) did not want them back. The 
i)〇ys telephoned Fischer who went out the next A*M. and talked 
to the leaders of the gang of thirty* He warned them that the 
boys were citizens, that the Army had raised the restrletions and 
given them the perfect riglrt to fce where they were* He told them 
that if there were aiay* fin-ther disturbance, their names would be 
linked with it* They didnft argue but agreed the boys had the 
right to return and promised no fiarther trouble* Fischer reported 
to the Tialare County D* A* who said he would refer it to the 
sheriff. S. F* WRA took it up with Gov* V/arren who sent Mr* Griffin 
of the State District Attorney1s office to investigate- ^We anti­
cipate no farther trouble there,* Mr. Fischer said. The boys 
asked him if they shoiald leave* He said no "because if they did 
it would be the same thing over again* He will "be aroiand January 
30 to aid. Even before the war, Orosi resented the Japanese thotigh 
they had a good record and were land owners* They work longer 
hours, have a low standard of living, and therefore, cheaper costs 
of production. This is resented•

Reedley realizes it made an error over not hiring the schoolteacher 
fi?卿  U%ah who had adopted the little Japanese g m *  This is a 
Mennonite section full of conscientious objectors♦ Reedley hates 
the Germans, and hates them more tlaan the Japanese who would *be 
more welcome* The Menaonites are on farms and their feoys get 
draft deferments while other Reedley boys are out fighting#

At Kingsburg, the ciitarcii and parsonage and ttie Audo farm home were 
burned# A Mexican lived in A M o fs house. The Andos are back 
from Gila River and have had no troiible. The burning was thoiaght 
to be by Arkies, Okies, or Filipinos and not by substantial people* 
However, sentiment has inqproved since then. Fischer talked to 
a half dozen farmers last week who said they donft want the Japa­
nese "back but if the Army says so, they111 have to make the best
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of it， Around Kingsbtirg arwi Fowler, Mr* Fischer continued, 
you have pretty liberal, broadminded farmers who will accept 
them. Evacuees wouldnft meet with nnich difficiaty* Mr* F. 
expects in the next thirty days to break down even more feel­
ing In the coxanty. In order to forestall trouble, more help 
is needed to contact groups and individuals wherever there i® 
antagonism*

Newspapers in the Dinuba-Reedley-Orosi area are antagonistic*
Mr. Fischer has contacted the editor ot the Selma paper which 
is friendly• The Farker^Dinuba-Reedley-Orosi area was heavily 
popijlated with Japanese* The feeling is worse in here and the 
most work is needed.

Mr* Fischer does not know 〇r aiiy organizations set up to oppose 
the return here. If there are aî y they have not been publi­
cized* The Fresno County Soil Conservation people, who come 
under the State Board, axe the most antagonistic and laave re­
sisted making payments to the Japanese farmers.

In Fresno in the Chinatown-Japtown area, Kegroes, Filipinos, 
and Chinese have leased Japanese places* K ubota,竹Mayor11 of 
Poston (Chm* Com-Gouncil) is here now. He owns a little hotel, 
the Andes, and is very influential* The hotel is at 1341 Kern 
Street, right in Chinatown* Kiibota is returning on January 30 
to report to Poston* fie is leery but has toeen treated all 
right# He doesaft know what to tell them at Poston* Fischer 
told him to tell them to come if they can get possession of 
their property*

In Bakersfield, Charles Castro, Rt. 3> Bx.276, is informed on 
Filipinos* He has worked with them for 50 years. TOA would 
like to know Filipino attitude toward Japanese and they held a 
convention last week. Fischer called on Castro three weeks ago. 
His name can *be tised in contacting Castro*

As to rumors, the incidents always take place in some other 
area than the one from which it was reported. 80& of the rnmors 
are tuafounded*
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Interview with George Run趣 ulst Conununlty Amlysis Section
federal Council of Ghtarches 
at Fresno, California 
January 2% , 1945

Thuinbnail,

Mr* George Htindquist> who was in Fresno to interest community 
leaders in preparing for the return of evacuees and to organize 
an executive steering coJEEttittee caste to the office of Paxil 
Fischer, district relocation officer, where he told me about 
sentiment in Fresno as expressed by the leaders he nad seen aur- 
ing the previous day or two*

Siunmary of Interview

Fresno lias a Fair Play Committee with Dr* Hubert Philips as  ̂
chairman* Dr. Philipps» value in the present matter xs lessened, 
by publicity he got from coming out for Russia a while 
Others from Fresno State College "besides Dr. Phillips .
Gosimittee are Miss Mary Baker, Dean of Woman, and Mitchell Briggs, 
Dean of Men. Qiaite a few of the staff are actively interested 
in the coiiani'b'fcee ♦ A*t a. meeting on Tiiesday^ *fciiere was some *̂**5"* 
cxission of how to prepare the commtttiity to accept evacuees ana 
to influence public officials who seem delint^ent. There were 
letters to 250-300 people for a meetijig at the Pilgrim-Arn^nian 
Congregational Clinch, of will eh* fiev. EU A. ChaJcinak j ian is 
head* President Thomas of the College is fair in attitude Ibut 
cautious* lie might b© pushed out in front# The opinion or tnecollege people is that they anticipate no tr©油 le in t^e
The college has accepted a couple of Sisei girls for the rail 
semester. They will live with families who have always had stu­
dent help and are interested in Klsei.

Hev* Gr6gg lias a Public Forum in the ’Ixst. Congrega/tiona^ 
which is aXive stud draws *tli6 outsid© public# Dr • Galen
Fisher was down a while ago to talk*

Bishop Stunner Walters of the San Joaquin Protestant Episcopal 
Diocese and the Fair Flay Committee will lend his name.

Dean Barnes Malloch, St. James Cathedral, (Episcopal) Fresno, is 
a right person*
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Marie Watkins, Ex-Seeretary of The Interimtional Institute, is 
very interested♦ Mr, Hund^uist is to speak and a WHA film will 
be shown on Monday (?) Miss Watkins, who comes from Dxiluth, has
been here only atjout a year or so and therefore as a neweomer is
limited in what she can do*

ffeeodore Palmatiist, First Ifethodist Chiareh, former Superintendent 
Methodist Church CoBference of Northern Gallfornia, has been here 

years* A liberal who carries people^ he has said he wotdd 
s©rve on an executive steering connnittiee which can speak to the 
Mayor and other civic officials when^a statement about evaetaees 
is desirable.

Heal McGowan, First Christian Chnrch. (Ghiarch of the Disciples 
and F 0• H* — Bev* Htinter^s church) has e3cpressed willingness 
to serve also a M  to give his name aiad active support* Siigomoto 
works Tor their mission board to cialtivate the clergy a M  was 
at Fowler and Selma a day or two ago.

Kev. Glen Harmon (Chairman Committee on Race Relations) , Boys 
Work s^cretarjr, had a brealcfast of the I*s Men Cliib, 25-4〇 age 
group,this week* (It was attended by both Bir* R. and Mr* Fischer, 
KL). The Club discusses Community Matters* A WRA. film was shown 
asd the Clmb asked friejally questions# It represents a cross- 
section of younger business men and clerks and would help tkotigh 
it does not liave much eomnnanity weight* They asked about the 
rat© of rettarn^ work to do. churchfs position^ who to get in touch 
with in case of troiable. xhese men know Uisei personally and feel 
tftilt© favorably toward them.

The IT* S. Commissioner, a laisryer who is a kind of Justice of Peace 
in Federal matters is Frank Larrego, a eonsefrvative and well off, 
who wouldn^t stick his neck out. He had a letter from a Kisei 
at Ft. Snelling asking about the situation. Ee advised him that 
the Japanese shoiXLd not return bow, at least not in large numbers.
Walter Stammers, attorney, Brix Building, is on Bany committees and 
agencies* He woiild not be a meoiber of the ex^ committee but in 
event of trouble would join any group in existence to help.
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Gilbert Jertberg, attorn©y> Suiamaid Raisin Assfn, Board Fresno 
State College and Stanford, and State Board, is very mtich in­
terested ai3d will serve on the central committee of business 
men and clergy* The whole problem of race relations Is his 
interest*

Marcel Lohse> Secretary Chaznbep of Commerce, recognizes cons­
titutional rights fctat is concerned about problems of fermers aid 
ecoi}0inic competition in regard to evacuee return* He thinks it 
a mistake for them to come back d o w .

We need a few more key people in the community.

^here will "be no trouble in Fresno, especially if the people re- 
ttirn a few at a time. There will "be a little outside. According 
to lev* Ghakmakjlan^ the An&eni&ns> as a minority, would *be under- 
standirsg aiid generally frieiadly feecaiuse of the discrimination 
against themselves here. They have raised $20,000 to lick restric­
ted deed covenants against ArB^nian$ here* Jertberg Is theix 
attorney. Ghakmakjlanf s chtirch has a membership of 1200* The 
Orthodox Chtarch (the other Armenian church) staffers from internal 
conflict arsd wotaldnft take a position on ptiljlic matters*

fhere are few Filipinos here except in crop season* Ricardo 
Campos ̂ Bataan Hestaurant^ 1509 Kern Street，is someoi»r who knows 
local Filipino problems*

Accordiijg to Hiss Watkins of the Int* Institute, the Ktissian- 
Germans from the Hkxaine are nore under standing of the Japanese 
than most groups she works with*

YWCA is one agency in the cotintry that you can always put a finger 
on to help, l>nt the one here is cautious* The director of tl» 
Community Chest is ^ulte conservative and will be inclined to 
oppose social agencies aiding the Japanese* The San Francisco 
and Seattle Community Chests, however, will provide fuMs* Fifty 
percent of the Manzanar aiid Poston people are indigent* Evacuees 
claim they will be dependent for three to six months after retiarn* 
If they have a job and shelter# they will be 0• but if they 
are forced to leave they will laeed p\iblic aid.
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Trouble will come from unattached groups in the community and 
the returned soldier.

Mrs* Carlos McClatehy whose name is oh the WRA list is all 
rights She is a prominent Fresno clubwoman* Mr. R* had not 
contacted her.

Miss Mary Baker is on the extreme side in favoring the Japanese*
Mr. R* was referring to a condition which I have also observed, 
namely that those who wholeheartedly are working for the retiarn 
of Japanese get In the hair of the less wholehearted and are of 
less value,in influencing public opinion, thsm the more temperately- 
speaking eitizens* They axe, nonetheless, important as prods 
to the middle group.

Another in the extreme group is Mrs* Thos. F. Lopez, wife of 
a Fresno attorney, in t5e Helm Buildirig. They reside at 1523 
Webster• According to Margaret Lantis, one of their Japanese 
correspondents is Thomas Kofu, former writer of a Japanese farm 
paperaiad former manager of the Jerome Center farm* l£r# r.Fischer 
agreed with Mr* R* about these two women# Mr* B* thought Rev.
Gregg might "be the best for an 枉11 around objective account* 
neither Er. Rianclgiiist nor Mr. ^Ischer liad contacted Paul Stanford, 
Fresno attorney on the WRA mailing list*
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Thuiabnail

Mr. Robert Pontitis, Jr* is supervisor of the FSA In the Fresno 
district♦ His home is in Visalia, T\alare Gcunty, where he 
ueed to "be president of the Chamber of Conanerce. A veteran of 
tlie l&st Iforld 狼ar and member of Veterans of Foreign 取ars, he 
got quite a bit of publicity after Munich by returning his Croix 
de Guerre* On the Soldier Roll of the First Presfcyterian Chtirch, 
Visalia, the name of Pontius occurs twice. I assume the two 
boys are his sons. Mr, Pontius had oialy about ten minutes to 
talk to me in his office in the Post Office Building in Fresno 
as he was on his way to a state meeting of FSA people. Els name 
had been suggested to me by Walter Goldschmidt and others in 
BAE of WSBA in Berkeley* Mr. Ponius was very cordial ai3d when 
I told him WRA had a district relocation officer in Fresno iie 
said he wanted to get in touch with Mr. Fischer as soon as he 
could•

Summary of Interview

FSA has on hand one application from a Japanese-American who Is 
going into the Army in June and will leave the farm in the care 
of his brother and sister-in-law. He has been Refused credit 
elsewhere* FSA gives loans only to citizens aiid only after they 
have been denied credit everywhere else* We will check turotigh 
the refusals to learn the reason for them. FSA, of course, does 
not discriminate in regard to races or nationality• (Mr. Pontius 
then went on to discuss the FSA program in general* His main 
point, however, was that any Hisei who fulfilled FSA r®tulr©ments 
would receive aid • I asked if adverse public sentiment miglrb 
prevent a farmer from making good.) Public sentiment will not 
stop a good garmer. We have Kegro members* We advise them to 
enter into community activities if they possibly can. If they 
try and aren會t accepted, they work just that much harder on their 
farms to get recognition#

(I mentioned that I was going to Visalia next.) from Visalia
X used to be president or their Chamber of Coimnerce. There is 
much anti-Japanese feeling in Lindsay, Exeter, and Orosi# It
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goes back a long time* I wish I liad tline to go into it now 
but I 111 talk to your Mr. Fischer when we get together. It 
is complicated by anti-Kew Deal feeling that incliades the 
Japanese* Once when I was in Visalia and wore a Roosevelt 
button, I was accused of "being a Corannanist*

I know a Japanese from there I’d like to welcome "baek* I wonder 
whatfs become of himt Ee was an alien, his wife was a citizen*
He helped me in the 1930 census# His name is Suivahara (?)|
I donft know his first name. (I suggested he ask Mr* Fischer 
to investigate for him and added that Mr • S. would undoubtedly 
be happy to hear of Mr* Pontius^ interest♦ I later xaentioiaed 
this matter to Mr • Fischer who said he would make a note of it 
in talking to Mr* Pontius# I asked Mr* Pontius about organized 
opposition to the return in the area* He did not know of aiay 
but said the area was generally adverse* I asked about veteransf 
organizations.)

X belong to the Teterans of the Foreign Wars. When you get "back 
to San Francisco, talk to Mr. McFall^ the State CommarMier, in 
the Veteran1 s Memorial Building in Civic Center. I thiak the 
state leaders should take a stand so that their Infliaence will 
pa^s down to the membership* They shoiald invite Japanese- 
American soldiers to join and to tell about their experiences 
so that they hear another side of the story ani can jiadge for 
themselves* (X asked a*bout anti-Japanese stickers credited to 
V W  in northern Valley cities.) If there are aiay in TiHare 
County, I，d expect it probably would be veterans• I donft know 
about the other places. The VFW are not ^divided11, but all 
veterans donft "believe the same, I didnrt belong to ai3y veteransf 
organization for some time but finally decided to Join oiae.

There are economic interests involved in all *this opposition*
Its1 the same way with the Central Valley Project* Robertson, 
a Merced attorney, and ¥FW iias been stlrrijng up the Portuguese 
against the C.V.ProJect giving them misinformation*
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thumbnail

Mr. Hudson, Couinty Agent of 上resno Co” was not in when I first 
called but his secretary pleasantly asked me to come the next 
morning. When I gave her my name and tox<l her my business, she 
asked, ,J0h, is Luomala a Japanese name?n and then caught herself 
and looked at me and said, ^no, I guess not*11 The next morning 
Mr. Hiidson had an unexpected out-of-state visitor but had left 
word that he wanted to see me and that I should wait if possible.

If Mr. Hudson could be backed up and talked to a little, I be­
lieve he would take a stronger stand* He is friendly to the 
return and to his former Japanese tanants but obviously feels 
a little nervous about the security of his job if he were to 
lean over to the other side of the fence more than he has. Like 
many others in contact with Japanese friends, he is afraid to 
stick his neck out and say ffCome back to yom* old home. Even 
if the neighbors object, I’ll tell them off•** Instead he recom­
mends that nfor their happiness11 they should wait awhile* He 
isn!t fooling himself as to his real reason, for he gave that 
slightly shamefaced. His friendly and frank attitude toward 
me, the pleasant reception from his office staff, and his re­
marks in the interview made me feel as if he would like to take 
a little more positive stand toward the return if someone with 
authority would talk to him* He showed no hesitation at all 
wlieri I started taking no由s and he did not talk as if he were 
giving a statement,

Smimarv of Interview

You hear all kinds of rumors. (エ  said I always liked to hear 
them for the record* s sake). •上*heg are just rmors but this is 
what they are. They say that at Selma every Japanese property 
has been burned and that at Sanger, 200 Japanese houses were 
burned in the last year. Sanger and Selma store people are 
said to refuse to trade with evacuees. One told an evacuee who 
came in to buy a ptuap, nCash to you*® He will sell only for 
cash to Japanese*

On the other hand, I think the Japanese are more apt to pay 
their bills than most. I'hat^ the opinion too of H. B, Higgin­
botham, President of the Parlier First National Bank. Of course, 
there are a few bad ones, usually among the young ones; the old 
ones are better.
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The fires are said to be mostly by Okies, ^he violence will 
come only from irresponsible people#

'-̂ he majority of the farmers say they should stay away xmtil af­
ter the war. sut that!s not universal.

People with sons in the Pacific talk of violence. They don*t 
distinguish between the enemy and our own boys. Then there are 
rumors about the danger of sabotage* It is said that the Japanese 
commmicated with the Japanese military forces before, and that 
they will again and that it is iiard to watch them all.

I think about it from the effect on their happiness. I wrote to 
my Japanese friends not to come back yet, that there was no dan­
ger but a lot of talk about discrimination and newspaper talk.
The Fresno Bee i s n H  a good influence for tolerance. I believe 
they should stay away till this nationalistic spirit dies down, 
They were my tenants. The kids left the camp inside of two months 
The boy has been in the armed forces since Pearl Harbor* The 
kids are as American as anyone in everything except color. The 
old man has been in this country for 47 years. He came over here 
"by way of Hawaii.

The most vocal people are on the anti-Japanese side. The others 
have nothing to say particularly. If you go to Visalia, talk to 
W. E, Gufilian in the P. 0. Bldg. He has the same job there as 
ェ do here. On the Mexicans and the farm labor situation, a good 
person here to see is Juan Mercado,1411 Kern St#, Farm Labor Of­
fice. He fs American born of Mexican parentage. He knows West 
Fresno. He*s head of that Kern St. oJfice* The other Farm La­
bor Office is at 732 Fulton •

There are two general types of leases on the Japanese properties, 
(l)i'he duration- emergency leases and (2) the duration - war 
leases. At. Fowler, tenant with the second type of lease refused 
to leave • ( エ  asked what the first one meant) • They* 11 need a 
legal deiinition of wduration—emergencyn—It might be taken to 
mean for the duration of the evacuation period and the Army baiu

Many sold their property. Owners and people trying to buy will 
have difficulty in getting back because of the State being more 
interested in the Alien Land Laws. The question of dua丄 citizen­
ship will be raised. Whether it will stick, I.don’t know* Over 
on the west side of* the Firebaugii Irrigation District the State 
Harming Co. had to relinquish land, ^he D. A. could tell you 
about that. There always were subterfuges.
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The United Packing C〇. bought a Japanese place across the road 
from me. They bought most of the farms, Japanese or otherwise, 
being sold in 1943-1944* Bear (Barr?) Packing Co. as well 
as individuals also have bought land.

There will be a lot of discrimination and some violence but I 
really don*t know about the latter. If the 豆ee would get behind 
tiie governor * s statement! (Mr. Hudson felt very strongly about 
the Bee*s ^att-*return attitude and credited it with much of the 
bad feeling)•

VX asked about the attitude of the farm agencies in helping Japa­
nese get started)•

The War Board will give them trouble on priority things but that 
would-be so bad because you don!t need a permit any more to get 
machinery. Some of the Board members are anti. They’ve been 
holding up AAA payments over the dua丄 citizenship issue.

However, there were few Japanese in AAA and FSA and never will 
be many probably, '^hey will have to go to the War Board for It m - 
ber, building materials- and electric power extensions. Also 
shot gun shells. (Mr• H • J^a^gfied) •

丄 ’here is one county agricultural man who is very anti but the 
others will be cooperative. (I did not ask this man1s name. I 
assume it is the County Agricaltiaral Commissioner, Boulard, who 
has been in office about 35 years, his secretary for 16. If the 
latter reflects her employer*s attitude, a Japanese wou±d have a 
bad time. Both the secretary and the Commissioner did their best 
to avoid seeing me and the Commissioner succeeded).

The Bee played up all the camp disturbances and now says WRA hasn!t 
sifted the Japanese to separate loya丄 and disloya丄 but just tooK 
their word for it.

I donTt know why there is all this prejiidice; the Anglo-Saxons are 
the most prejtidiced people in the world. I’m an Anglo-Saxon*
(This statement came out in talking about his former Japanese ten­
ants and what fine people they are.)

A County Agent can*t get into a mess by leasing land to a Japanese. 
The family is at Rivers*
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Thumbnail and Summary of Interview

Mr. Paul Fischer of TOA made an appointment with Mr. Kubota for 
10 o^clock in the morning. Mr. K* misimderstood and came to the 
hotel that evening at 10. As he left after 12 I felt somewhat 
concerned about his safety* He telephoned after he had got home, 
110wever, to tell me that he did not want to be quoted as ^Mayor 
of Poston^ (he was Chairman of the Community Coiancil) but as a 
private individual.珏e said there were many differing opinions 
and kinds of people at Poston and he Istould not tiiink of speaking
for all of them. He reiterated at this time some of the state­
ments made earlier and added some new things•

Mr. Kubota carries with him pictures of his family and their 
friends, the C〇-uncil at Poston and groups of evacuees and AP. 
among whom he appears, programs of 涵emorial Services which list 
his name and position and part in the program, atattered copy of 
»Nisei in Uniform^, letters of reference from Appoin-cea^personnel, 
and scraps of paper with farewell greetings and expressions of 
friendship from Appointed personnel* He also has an English 
translation of a patriotic speech he made in Japanese at a Poston 
memorial service. He broiaght out all these things near the end
of the interview saying to me, flTiiese will tell you who エ aaun
エ assured him that lie did not need to produce such evidence for 
me and made suitable congratulatory remarks about his position 
at Poston, etc. However, I looked them over carefully as he 
obviously wished with justifiable pride to show them off and 
boost his own morale*

This little public relations device of his may seem rather naive 
but the next day I ha放 proof of its effee七iveness, for when I 
interviewed Mr. Ball of the Lincoln Grammar School he asked me
if エ knew M r • Kubota and added tiiat Mr* K* hsd been to see him
and had showed him all the things mentioned above* Mr. Ball 
said that though he doubted whether Mr* S, really had a child 
who was going to enter Lincoln and used tiie statement only for 
entree, he (Mr. Ball) did not mind and had liked Mr. Kubota.

Mr. Kubota told me that in preparation for his talk with me, he 
had written down several points and made a diagram* X asked per­
mission to copy it and told him I was sending it to the Washing­
ton office. He said he felt discouraged by the sentiment in 
California and seemed to feel V®A and the Government in general 
was doing almost nothing to help create a more receptive atmos­
phere. He had with him many clippings from the Fresno Bee,
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particiilarly the columns of ^Letters tom the Public*, which to 
him constituted evidence that the Governmentwas doing little or 
nothing to change newspaper attitudes. He remarked also on the 
absence of stories about the Nisei soldiers• Educated people, 
he said probably were different but the coromon people, lie r e '  
iterated, must be taught about the Japanese Americans and their 
contributions and what life in a relocation center is like* I 
was interested in his asking a rhetorical leading questions which 
I myself had sometimes asked in one form or another of respondents,

people realize tiia/fc ttie old people who瓜 they are rejecting
are the parents of the Nisei soldiers they say they will take 
back?11 When Mr. K. asked this, I answered, as all my respondents 
had done, nNo, they donrt.n

Mr. K. had left Poston and taken a five year lease on M s  hotel*
He thought life outside, hard as it might be would, be easier than 
the problems of relocating other people that he, as Chairman of 
the Council, would have .to deal with in the center. エ gathered 
that he had run into hostility in the center for relocating, but 
he did not say so* He expected in a day or two to go back to 
visit and report.

Over the telephone he said that by March and April, those with 
property will go out--mostly eastward. Next will go those who 
are waiting for sentiment to become favorable* Next after them 
are those who are waiting for promises of WHA or Government aid.

He said again, wDon，t they know we are their (Nisei soldiers)
parents?11 We trained them to be good Americans. I used to tease 
my boys (he has 5) that Japan will win but they sayfOh, no, we 
have the mechanized forces to beat Japan. Educated people imder- 
stand, but the common people must be educa*cea.B
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Mr. Kubota said Detective Sgt. A. B. McCreary had called on him 
and "told him tiiat Fresno fe©Xing "toward Japanese is bad stud tiiat 

wait five or six months before coming back.1* V^hen Mr. Kubota 
differed with him and said, ^You should give us protection,« the 
detective sergeant replied, «We can»t watch all the hoodliams.11 
The detective sergeant seems to have been trying to intimidate 
Mr* Kubota. Ihe latter reported the incident to Mr. Fischer of 
WRA.
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t!The People Left in the Centers11

1 . Old parents. Have no ambition to farm and their son^ gone 
to Army*

2, Have own farm land but no implements.

3. Have own farm and implements but hesitate to go back to 
California minding local sentiment.

k* Have property in town but hesitate open up the business, 
fearing no business to cover the expenses•

5* No property but able to work though they rather think safer 
in camp. (These people will "try to stay in camp ■until last) •

6. Some others will prepare to relocate eastern states before 
closing of camps• •

(1) If guaranteed sufficient financial help they will 
be able to relocate.

(2) When foijnd out that public sentiment are not bad, 
they will start to move outside to their own places*

(3) Will decide when time comes.

To Hemedy Anti-Japanese Sentiment 
(Those of loyal Japanese)

Positive Wavs.

1 .  To let public know that those WRA. releasing Japanese are 
a丄丄丄oyal Japanese that cleared by FBI and WRA records.

2. Loca丄 WRA offices should make closer relation with local 
important newspapers and let them cooperate with otu? U. S # 
Government policy, and let them help to clear the common 
peoplefs misinterpretation toward those loyal Japanese who 
are coming back from the centers.

3 • Publish book tiiat show how and what scene Japanese in camps 
are doing when sending off of soldiers and when memorial 
services are performing and mail out these books to out­
side (mostly to California, Oregon, Washington, Arizona) 
prominent clubs, social organizations churches, colleges.
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4* Write to grammar school, high school, colleges where they 
attended whenever killed in action or had received honor­
able medal citation; better write in local newspapers too 
in such cases.

5• It will be more effective to make common people understand 
us take movie pictures on special occasions like send off 
and memorial services in camps.

6. After to smooth up public opinion against Japanese, it de­
pends that how to smoothen up public relations. Therefore, 
oirr WHA public relations committee and the agents must work 
very actively if wanted our policy (relocation) succeed bet­
ter restilt.

7* Local Agent have very important job to do, so, better have 
man of influence and personality who can convince people 
diplomatic capability.

Negative Ways#

1. Just wait until gradually under stand
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I called on Mr. Ball at the suggestion of Mr. I* Kubota, evacuee 
returned from Poston, who said parents were isiuch concerned about 
the reception children would get in the schools* Ball told 
me that Mr. Kubota himself had l^een to see him and had used for 
entree the statement that he had a c M l d  who would be entering 
the grammar school* Mr. Ball doubted that he acttially has such 
a child but added that he had trouble understanding Mr. Kubota*s 
accent. I replied that I knew he had five boys, one of whom I 
had heard from other people was disabled and another who is at 
the U. of Missouri studying law. X could not recall any other 
details about the children.

Mr# Ball said it did not matter, for he was glad to talk to him*
H© added that he had liked Mr. Kubota. His request to me for infor­
mation seemed designed primarily to confirm his judgment> and the 
favorable impression Mr. Ku"bota had made* Mr* Kubotafs snapshots, 
®Nisei in Uniform^, programs, clippings, and letters had helped*
Mr. Ball mentioned them with a slight smile but I believe they had 
aided the formation of the favorable Impression*

When I arrived at the Lincoln Grammar School which is a few blocks 
from Edison Technical High School and situated like it in the 
mixed neighborhood where the Japanese lived "before evacuation, Mr. 
Ball was busy with two little girls about nine years old, one Kegro 
and one white, counting money obtained in a March of Dimes drive 
in the school* When Mr. Ball came to talk to me he mentioned with 
^uiet pride the amount the school had raised for the Infantile 
Paralysis Fund and added, pretty good for a poor school.«

Mr. Ball is of the Chlpsf, type, gentle, slow, kindly and with
a 41131et air of authority that is not obvious until one has been 
with him for a few minutes# Although is elderly and both his 
hands and voice have a noticeable qtaaver, he is still tall and 
straight* At first he seemed a little aloof and defensive* This 
may have been due partly to the public 1113popularity of the subject 
of Japanese and partly to the fact that flr^t Mi?, feubota came to 
see him and soon after a WRA person (myself). Had I known of Mr* 
Kubotafs visit I would not have called on Mr. Ball, for X have
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avoided seeing people whom I knew to have been in recent contact 
with WRA representatives. If 3ir. K* told me he had been to see 
Mr, Ball,I missed it due to not understanding his accent all 
the time*

Mr* Bail felt the Japanese children had nothing to fear either 
in slights or violence from grammar school children because at 
grammar school age there is less of that type of thing. There 
would be some at Edison, he thought, because of the age of the 
stiadents* He mentioned Edison as having had trouble with Uegro 
students*

fie was a little bothered at the way the Japanese people turned 
in on themselves at evacuation. It was evident, he said, that 
the children had been told at home not to talk at school, for 
when they were asked very ordinary tuestions in class they would 
answer, «I donft know^# Tliis type of behavior made a bad impres­
sion amoiig tliose Caucasians who had Tseen prepared to trust their 
Japanese friends and neighbors. It seemed to indicate that the 
Japanese had something to hide after all*

Wliile Mr. Ball thought the grammar scliool children would get along 
all right and knew the teachers wotdd do all they could to help, 
he said it would "be better if the Japanese waited a while before 
retrurning lantU sentime211 was less antagontstie than now.

I had to leave to catch the Greyhound bus and Mr. Ball who was 
going through town offered me a rid©* He remarked as we were 
leaving that he liked the Japanese children and. would rather have 
them than the many Segro children# He said, «y〇u know how it is. 
When one or ten come, then hundreds follow.w

He took Mr# Fischerfs name and address. When he said he would 
te glad to cooperate with WHA in any way he could X told him 
had an office in Fresno*

He told me of a group of his wlfefs friends who went to school 
together and now meet occasioiaally for lunch* At the last lrnich. 
everyone had been very anti-Japanese* Though his Wife is sympa­
thetic toward tlie evacuees, she felt she coiald not say anjrfching^ 
in their defense. At evening meetings with their friends, the
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same situation occurs, neither of tlie Balls feel they can say 
wliat they think* They wish that sentiment could be changed 
enough by WRA so that friendly people could speak out* Mi*. Ball 
reiterated that both he and his wife are Bplain people*11

total impression of Mr. Ball is that he Is genuinely sympath­
etic toward evacuees aod wants to help returned evacuees, but he 
finds public opinion too adverse for such a mild-maimered person 
as he to buck* Some of his iiaitial slight defensiveness origin^ 
ated from habittml cautiousness in discussing the question* Ex­
cept about the grammar school cliildre^ he voiced the usual con­
ventional remarks about it teing best for evacuees to wait a 
wlille before returning. Ee asked me as we were leaving what エ 
thought, mostly as a feeler t̂s to how far he coxild coiomlt himself* 
I said in lay work I tried to be objective aiid not to over-ldentify 
myself with tbe evacuees feut this was getting harder all the 
time becatis© of tlae very negative people I met* It was then he 
told me about the way his and his wifefs friends talked and how 
lie differed from them.

People like Mr. Ball woiild probably speak out 0111y behind the 
shield of some authority both he and Ills listeners respect* If 
It is an authority fairly near at hand and high in the speaker：! s 
own occupation, so much the better • The timid spealcer can say> 
°In î r work we will have to go by what Mr, So-and-so says, and 
he says that regardless of our personal feelings, the retiirulng
Japanese have eertain pights, etc•霣 エ f the authority's words 
appeared in the newspaper or in the form of a letter to his sub­
ordinates, the favorable effect is increased* In the latter case 
the listener thiriks he is getting inside dope; in the former, he 
has some satisfaction in recognizing the statement*
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Mr. J. C. Troiabetta is principal of the Edison Technical High 
School located in the district in T/vhich Japanese were concen­
trated before evacuation. Miss Ayer, assistant principal, 
teaches social stiidies, while Miss Irwin is dean of girls• I 
did not think this interview got down very deeply though there 
was much talking, mostly by Miss A yer, a rather dominating type 
of person, Mr* Trombetta said almost nothing. His most informa­
tive contribution were the slight glances and other less evident 
means by which he would let Miss ^-yer imow she was putting her 
foot in. Whatever Miss Irwin, a quiet and sympathetic but not 
sentimental older owman, had to say was to the point. She seemed 
to 瓜e the best one of the three for a future interview. ェ felt 
she was full of things she would have said if the two of us had 
be台n alone•

Summary of the Interview

Before evacuation the school had about 72 Japanese, ^he enroll­
ment has dropped since 194-2 because of out-migration of families 
to larger defense industry areas. In 1944> there were 1050 stu­
dents; now enrollment has risen to 1100 which still is below the 
1942 figure. At present there are between 60-70 Chinese students, 
about 300 Mexicans and 3〇〇 Negroes. About one third of the Negrce s 
are in-migrants from the south. 3% of the students are southern 
whites from Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas and Louisiana. Two students 
(one a girl) are Filipino, Of nationalities of the Caucasian race, 
children of German-Hussian descent are momerous. Their parents 
came mostly from the Black Sea and Volga ^iver area.

Since evacuation, this cosmopolitan mixture of students has 
changed so that ^American whites11 and Negroes have increased.
(When エ asked how many Negro students, Miss Ayer said, nToo
many,11 but at a look from Mr. Trombetta she hastily went on 
to say something else. K.L.)

Once the school had no children whose parents spoke no English 
but that never happened again. The school is located in a poor 
section of town occupied by a cross section of the nationalities 
and races of ^'resno. 士he region is called either ^Chinatown” or 
l!Japtownf! •

The establishment of ten or twelve Federal housing projects makes 
the area look less poor than before the war. The housing sitirn- 
tion is easier. A faculty member has looked over three houses
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available for rent but was dissatisfied and is waiting for a 
better place to show up. Another person also is known to have 
looked at several places but fotand something wrong with each 
one• Fresno is seeking mo© Federal aid in housing* Tlie Hegro 
housing situation is bad* Scarcely any have a house to them­
selves; several families crowd into one place• vl asked about 
discrimination ia renting to Japanese). Some people might 
fer renting to Japanese than to negroes because the Japanese 
are cleaner and are sure pay, .

Japanese businessmen who return would perhaps find trade slow. 
However, except for the fish markets which everyone patronized, 
most Japanese-owned businesses catered to other Japanese• • 丄he 
restaurant business was a little difTerent too* Mr. Fujimura 
catered to fIAmericanT, people, or to working people of all groups. 
As long as a restaurant serves good, cheap food, it will be 
patronized no matter who runs it.

Different nationalities have taken over business places formerly- 
operated by Japanese. F〇r example, T〇shinkoTs drug store and 
gift shop, nTiie West Fresno Drug Store1’ is now a Mexican Imported 
Sift Shop* îie teachers asked if I knew of any returned evacuees 
I named Mr. Kubota and said he had been Chairman of the Commimi- 
ty Council and a leader at Poston • They Imow him or of him, but 
were surprised "to txear of tiis high position in Poston for lie had
not "been proDiinent', they said, as a leader in the Fresno Japanese
commtmity. (I did not make note of the many other^examples be­
sides the case of the drug store which the three cited nor the 
family histories they mentioned) ♦

Sentiment toward returnlrp； Jap气りp行苧 st-urients.
When the rescMing of tiie ban was announced, Miss Ayer said, tn〇r 
expected a rush of Japanese back, and "baclc tlie
school door. Here they come.1* But so far none has returned to 
school. One student whose family owns a Clovis ranch wrote to 
ask the sentiment. The teachers say they will do all they can 
to keep the students. They are sympathetic to them as to all 
otiim*races and nationalities represented in the school..Ix they 
were not. they would no*t> and should not, be teaching at Edison.
'丄’hey could teach in schools which did not have students of poor 
families and a variety of races. However, the Japanese students 
must be prepared for slights. The feeling around the school is 
htamer" than a few months ago but the Japanese should still co 
carefully.

There is no difTiculty between southern whites and negroes, no
inter-racial trouble. What trouble there is occurs witiiin the 
races. There are friendships but usually students of the same
race or nationality stick together • "teachers regard this
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as natural and expectable. The Japanese students always kept 
together, partly because language school took them away after 
regular wchoo丄， Boys who went in for athletics nattirally as­
sociated with other than Japanese. One boy was student Vice 
President, another was President, and still another was Student 
Commissioner of athletics. Only the scholarship and mathematics 
c丄ubs were mixed. Usually the Chinese iiad their own clubs, the 
Japanese has theirs, etc” but the two clubs named brought all 
races together. The Japanese students were fond of mathematics 
and did well in it. Of course, they were high in scholarship.
The Chinese maybe wonft be so glad to see the Japanese return 
because for the #irst time their group has led the school in 
scholarship. One of the Chinese students remarked on this when 
the lifting of the ban was announced*

More serious opposition to their return will probably come from 
the Anglo-Americans, the newcomers from outside the state, who 
have never known any Japanese, are antagonistic because of the 
war and their fear of them, though the teachers could give no 
example, they conjectured that some of the slights to Japanese 
students would come from students whose friends or relatives 
have died in the Pacific♦ In general, the feeling against 
Japanese is stronger among those who didnft know them personally. 
There is a possibi丄ity of trouble from Mexican t!pachukos,,> 
zoot-suiters who are organized in L. A. and have been coming in­
to Fresno recently. They are yoirng bloods of the laboring class. 
'•̂ hey have already been involved in trouble in Fresno. (The paper 
that day had a story about a fight within a Fresno wpachuko,t 
gang.)

(I asked if the Japanese students had language handicaps)# No 
aiore than other students. The school had before the war a bi- 
丄ingual c^ass made up of old students of many nationalities-- 
Chinese, Japanese, Filipinos, Mexicans, Aermenians, etc• who 
came to learn their A B G fs. エt was a day class that stopped 
with the war. The students were usually in their early 20s*
’上he reason for the discontinuance of the class, besides the 
greater opportunities for jobs now, is that immigration has 
stopped, no new groups are coming in. Among the Japanese stu­
dents were many who had been sent to their grandparents in Japan 
and on return to the U, S . wanted to improve their Eng丄ish.

(I asked what they thought life in the relocation center might 
have done to their former students.) Some, the teachers thought, 
might have been embittered* The fact that nFresno was a pretty 
white spot in California with the loaal JACL the last to be 
closedw might, however, have made Fresno Japanese people feel 
less bitter. 1'iiey were, the teachers thought, considered more 
trustworthy by the Government* Miss Ayer thought that a change 
in the children toward more aggressiveness would be an improve- 
ment• •上.hey ’’lacked personality*1 before, she sai这 , because they
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were so defensive, so eager to make the correct move, and always 
sensitive. Miss Irwin thought family bonds must be even closer 
now and that language had deteriorated. At first the students 
wrote back often to the teachers but now few write.

Perry Neal, an Edison faculty member, wrote an M. A. 
thesis on the adjustment of the Japanese children in 
the community and in the high school. The teachers 
suggested borrowing it from Mr* Neal to fill in know­
ledge of the sociological background of the Edison 
students*

The Japanese students constituted two social groups at Edison be­
fore evacuation. One, the f,Snake Hoad Group*1 was made up of chil­
dren of the gardeners living along this raod. (Apparently it is 
not ,!nice,T to refer to this group as the !,Snake Roadf! children, 
for Miss Ayer popped the term into the discussioi>iik^. naughty 
word. There was'a sort of stewing atmosphere, though nothing was 
said for a second after, and she thereafter spoke of them as the 
gardeners.) The gardeners are on the southwest side of town.
There was a social distinction between the town Japanese and the 
gardeners. TfThe gardeners were not inclined to transfer their 
children to the other high school.w The town Japanese tended to 
transfer from Edison High to Fresno High School," They wanted to 
belong to a t!better social group.fI (This reflection of Edison 
High School piques Miss Ayer who referred once to the transferred 
students as the T,4〇Otf group. I guess she put her foot in that 
time too.)

In general, the teachers felt returning students would not 
run into violence at school but they might have to suffer slights 
despite what the teachers will do to prevent them. Though some 
individual teachers may not be genuinely pleased, to have Japanese 
students, the official attitude of the school is tolerance toward 
a丄丄 races* However, the subject of race relations seems little 
discussed and even soft pedalled in the class room, partly be­
cause it is felt the school itself is an object lesson in race 
relations• The influx of large numbers of Negro students has 
created dirficulties which the teachers avoided talking about ex­
cept to say they were mostly between Negroes rather than between 
races* They seem to feel that it would be best for the Japanese 
families to return slowly. Miss Ayer said that just because the 
Army is letting them come back they should not t a k e，*advantagew of 
it, at least for some time. Perhaps thi^bold and ugly statement 
and the significant use of the word nadvantage0 represents her 
own personal point of view but it struck me that the school people 
were jittery. ェt was as if they had more unsolved problems of 
race or even intraracial relations than the^could handle right 
now and were wearily resistiiig the reality of the Japanese return 
which will add one more burden to their mountain of burdens.
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There was no evidence of hostility to the Japanese as a group; 
there was friendliness shown toward individuals, and even in 
discussing prominent Fresno Japanese who have been interned or 
gone to Tule Lake there was no malice. They said t h e r e b e  a 
fuss raised If Dr, Hashuba came back. He is at Tule Take and 
was famed for his remarkable skill in brain operations.

In trying to get them to face reality, I asked If it would 
be better for the Japanese students to return at mid-year or at 
the start of the fall semester. Mr. Trombetta and Miss Ayer did 
not think it would make much difference. Miss Irwin thought there 
might be an advantage in starting out in the fall when everyone 
is more or less new. The fall session starts September 15; the 
spring session started February 5.

Miss Ayer asked for suggestions for integrating the Japanese 
students into high school life again and said the teachers would 
like to make such suggestions* I mentioned Mr, FischerTs 
name and position and duties but no one wrote his name down.
If the education section of WRA could prepare some kind of des-
criptive statement about school children in center life, problems 
peculiar to them resulting therefrom and what behavior problems 
center teachers and parents expect may develop in returning to a 
normal community (if a wartime community can be called that), 
teachers would appreciate it* Background information about evacu- 
ation, the lifting of the "ban, Constitutional rights and American 
principles would not be amiss either. I think the teachers were 
the most genuinely sympathetic toward Japanese students and their 
parents of any groups I have met. They seem also the most recep­
tive toward any positive suggestions of ho恥 to help both the com­
munity and the Japanese in regard to resettlement.

Like other school people, these three gave innumerable Japa­
nese names and family histories. In every city エ was impressed 
by the intimate knowledge school people had not only of their 
Japanese students but of the entire family, its socio-economic 
way of life, and everyday happenings as well as life crises.
School people were not only the best informed on the past and present 
of the evacuees but were about the only people エ met who were " 
aware in the slightest that evacuation and relocation center life 
might have left a deep mark on both the finances and psychology 
of the Japanese. This awareness originates not only from past 
acquaintance v/ith the families but from the efforts, mostly, how­
ever, on the part of Japanese students and parents, to keep the 
teachers informed of their experiences. Some teachers have faith­
fully answered letters and maintained warm contacts; those who re­
ceived letters though they did not answer them read them and it 
has made a difference*


