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KAZUHIKO ITABASHI

f i n  mid-June df 1944, Mr. Kurihara gave me a paper, "Defense of the Nisei", which, he  
said, had been written by an Issei friend, Mr. Itabashi. (I imm ediately mailed this paper  
to Dr. Thomas.) Kurihara said that Mr. Itabashi would probably be wi lling to talk to me.  
Mr.. Itabashi was 57 years old, frail, but very alert. He w as a member of the Seicho no Ie  
Shinto sect. He had three children, all of whom renounced their citizenship.

Mr. Itabashi lived in the Manzanar section and I first visited  him on June 27. We had  
a long and enjoyable conversation and when I left he aske d me to come and discuss any camp  
matter with him whenever I chose. He also said he would like to prepare a paper for Dr.  
Thomas on "Issei Feelings Toward Japan in the War." I encouraged h im to do this./

TALK WITH KAZUHIKO ITABASHI

Mr. Itabashi remarked that his daughter was becoming worried  typing these things out for  
him. She was afraid he would be arrested as an agitator. (He also told m e that Dr. Opler  
had wanted him to work for him, but he refused.) Itabashi then asked me if there was any  
matter which had taken place in camp which he could explain to me. I asked him about the  
unsuccessful election of May 22.

Non-nomination of Representatives:

That*6 veny simple. Tveny time, the Administnation asked the camp nebidents to_elect 
nepnesentativeA. The l in s t sent out, they Mene a l l  pot tn  the atockade. They fWRA/ Mene 
denounctng them that they Mene not nepnesentative ol camp opinion. So they bent out the next 
one (Second Negotiating Committee). Then, negotiations Mene going on. Then the Administnation 
say, 'You don't nepnesent camp opinion either. ’ They sent them to the stockade again. Then 
thene Mene no nepnesentative^. Then the supenvisons in  the divisions voted as nepn&>entatives 
Ion the time being un til the situation cleaned up.

Then in  May, the Administnation lonmally requested the camp people to elect nepnes enta- 
tives. Tvenybodys' opinion Mas, ’What's the use?' ’ Boeny time Me send a nepn.esentative, they 
one annested. 11 Me make mone nepnes entativ qj> , they Mill only put mone people in  the stockade.' 
Bjenybody said, 'What the heck! We don't Mant to send anymone people to the stockade.'

Administrative Policy:

Anothen impnession Me necetved soon alien Me annived hene. The Admiyiistnative policy 
seems to be to make us light among ounselves and then contnol the camp. 01 counse Me admit 
that thene one a handful ol lanatic patniots and they think that to light against the Admini- 
stnation is  neal patniotic. But tha t's only a handlul ol people. They agitate a l l  the time 
and the simple minded people think they one night. That's the only tnouble in  the camp a ll 
night. Thein (the Administration’s) l in s t biggest mistake is  that they think Me'ne a ll 
tnaitons on cniminals.

f l .  "Seicho-No-Ie is an internationally renowned humanit y-enlightened movement or truth move�
ment founded in Japan by Dr. Masaharu Taniguchi in 1 930 through divine revelation, based  
on the sublime ideal of bringing genuine happiness to all mankind - an ideal of world of  
happiness, gratitude, and peace - not a mere visionary Utopia but the m anifestation here  
on this earth of a home of infinite unfoldment brimmin g with abundant life and creation."  
(Contemporary Religions in Japan, IV, No. 3 (September 1963) pp. 212-229.)

Literally Seicho No Ie means "house of growth". Loosely it may  be translated as  
"The Home of Infinite Wisdom and Abundance."/
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lf the Administration really wishes to have. representatives they can have them. My 
trouble that happens In th is camp on. any other camp always starts by the Aiministration 
trying to grab something. foen at the time of the trouble In Manzanar, that trouble was 
¿tatted by the. steward, Gotten., ¿ending ¿ugat to the nearby towns, In cooperation with a 
few of the Japanese who were taking cate of the kitchen. Then the newspapers ¿aid the 
trouble ¿totted when the Japanese celebrated Veatl Harbor.

Co-op:

The Information I get from a l l  over ¿ay that there are a few of the managers of the 
Co-op who have a close relatlonAhip with the WRA o ffic ia ls . They ate getting graft out 
of the Go-op (both Appointed Personnel and evacuees). The f i r s t  thing 1 heard when I 
came to th is camp was, ' If you ¿aid anything against the Co-op here you 'll be arrested. '
As long oa the Go-op Is carried on th is way, ¿ome day another big trouble w ill happen.

Talk with Mr. Provinse, WRA Chief of Community Services:

When Hr. Pcovlnse was here he asked me how to keep the camp In peace. I ¿aid that was 
very simple. There's only one way. Give them fa i t  treatment. The Japanese, when they 
think they are treated right, they ate always so grateful. They are Inspired by fairness, 
especially at a time like  th is . But when they think they are mistreated, they resis t, even 
I f  they know they w ill be crushed I f  they resis t, as the Japanese soldier on the battlefie ld .

Of course, there are a handful of Incorrigible people. I myself am for I t  that they be 
sent away. But I f I said so In camp, I would be killed.

_/_Mr. Itabashi gave me a copy of another article he had  written, entitled, "Give Us  
Segregees a Fair Treatment." He told me that he had sent it to Mr . Best, who, he said, had  
passed it on to Dillon Myer. (It did not occur to me at thi s time that Mr. Best was probably  
attempting to get the co-operation and support of respons ible and respected men who might  
assist him in alleviating the prevailing political h ostility and apathy.) In any case, I  
am including Mr. Itabashi's article in his case history, since, I  think, it reflects the  
view of many of the mature residents^/

Our First Impression:

Before we segregees left Manzanar, we had been told by the WRA offi cials there that we  
would be treated fairly at Tule Lake Segregation Camp accor ding to the international agree�
ments. When we arrived here at the end of February, 1944, however, we found everything  
contrary to our expectation.

The very first impression we received after our arrival here, was that we were being  
looked upon as traitors or criminals to be deported. The food was so abomin able and scanty,  
and every one was losing weight (though it was improved recently). (Note : Mr. Itabashi  
arrived in Tule in the middle of February, when, I have been told, th e food had already  
improved a great deal.) Clothing allowances and financial aids we re given us grudgingly  
after a long delay. When clothing allowance and financial aid we re given us, the officials  
seemed as though they were always looking for some excuses not to give u s what we believe  
were entitled to. When we made protests against what appeared to be unfair, we were often  
told, "This is a segregation camp and is different from other cent ers."

Americans in Japan Treated Fairly:

According to the testimonies at Manzanar by the three A mericans at three different  
occasions who returned from Japan on the exchange boat, they were given about the same kind  
or a little better food in the camp than they used to have outside b efore the war in Japan,  
and they never have been pushed around.
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Give All of Us Jobs:

Work is absolutely necessary for anyone for both financia l reasons and particularly  
health reasons. American war prisoners in Japan, according  to a news reporter, are made  
to work for a few hours every day for their health and they are paid for  it.

There are approximately ten thousand employable persons in t his camp, I am informed,  
and only about five thousand of them are employed at present. I request  Administration  
Officials to increase jobs as soon as possible to employ all  the persons who are willing to  
work. If, however, it is impossible to create jobs soon enough, then let ten  thousand people  
work half a day every day or five thousand people work every ot her week, excepting the cooks  
in the mess halls and job supervisors. This is the most imporatant p roblem to be taken up  
immediately and solved satisfactorily for the maintenanc e of the welfare of the camp residents.

Why Does the Project Director Hide Himself?

Needless to say, when one meets a stranger and keep an intimate  contact with him, he  
cannot only avoid misunderstanding between them, but also create a friendly feeling even when  

unhappy thing happens.

How can one expect to be advised correctly of the camp situati on by depending entirely  
on his subordinate for information when the Director make s an important decision on a camp  
problem. The necessity of Directors making direct contact with the residents was fully  
proven at the time of Okamoto incident a few weeks ago. Wh en the news of Okamoto incident  
spread all over the camp, the tension of the people was s o high that anything might have  
happened at any moment. But when the Director made a sympathetic  announcement regarding  
the incident, the tension was much eased and when he made a si ncere speech expressing deep  
sorrow over the incident at the funeral service, the tension of the people was still more  

eased, and saved the camp from another fearful commotion.

I have often heard block managers complaining, ”We have no way  to present to the  
Director our suggestions and requestsj they are always either crushed  in the hands of his  

subordinates or pigeon-holed on the way to him."

My advice to the Director is to show up himself at the b lock managers’ meeting at least  
once every week and keep direct contact with the representatives o f all the residents and  
exchange views with them. This is the only way to avoid mis understanding, create friendly  

feeling, and save the camp from any further trouble.

Abolish Sales Taxes in the Camp:

I cannot see fairness in collecting State Sales Taxes from the camp reside nts who are  
deprived of normal livelihood and confined in this camp g uarded by the U.S. Army. Are  
Americans in concentration camps in Japan paying taxes over there? I  cannot even imagine  
such absurdity being practiced over there. Collection of Sales Taxes in the camp should be  
abolished at once, and the taxes already paid should be refunded t o the residents, the payees.

Open the Hospital to Visitors

When one becomes ill in this camp and is sent to the hospital, wife, husba nd or children  
are allowed to visit the patient only once a week on Sunday for about ten minut es, and are  
absolutely not allowed any other time during the week to visit anyone. We cannot understand  
why such an inhuman attitude is taken on the part of the Hosp ital and the Administration  
authorities. Welcome visitors at least one hour every day as is allowed  at Manzanar and so  
not invite indignation of the people which are avoidable if proper steps are taken.
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Is This Center Different from Other Centers?:

We are not criminals nor traitors. The first impression we had w hen we entered this  
camp was that we were being treated as traitors and criminals. But we  Isseis are simply  
wishing to return to our old homes, the Niseis who were di sappointed at the treatment they  
received from the American public since the war broke out are following broken-heartedly  
their parents.

There may be some of narrow minded fanatics and growlers so unruly, but the majority  
of us hope to live in peace and pray there not be any violence  and turmoil in the camp  
until the day of our departure to Japan.

Both America and Japan claim final victory is theirs in this war . No matter how the  
war may be brought to an end after a bitter and bloddy struggle, however, it  is certain  
that neither side can exterminate other nation to the last man;  and sooner or later we all  
shall have to live in peace as our Creator intended to.

The first question we would be asked when we arrive in the old cou ntry is, "How were  
you treated at the segregation camp?" Let us have a sentiment of gratefulness to the  
Government of the United States for its fairness and decency when we will have to answer  
the above question. Our answers will have a strong bearing up on the relationship between  
the two countries when diplomatic connections are re-es tablished after the war. "Give us  
segregees a fair treatment."
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JULY 24, 1944

TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI

/Six days after my first talk with Mr. Itabashi, Mr. Noma, the General  Manager of the  
Co-operative Enterprises was murdered. For several weeks after t he murder I did not go  
into the "evacuee section" to interview respondents. Mr. Itabash i was the third ̂ respondent  
on whom I called. He began talking as soon as I entered and I did not int errupt^/

Rumor of Dividing Camp into Three Groups:

There Is a turnon, that the Administration Is trying to divide, the. camp Into three groups. 
Mr. Bc&t asked my opinion about I t .  He. said th is camp is  too large to be controlled under 
the �me Administration. So l told him, 'No matter how big the camp may be, U  the. policy 
oh the Administration Is based upon justice I t  can be controlled. Even lh I t  Is divided Into 
three or a dozen groups, lh the Administration plays monkey-business no peace w ill be 
established.

course, everyone who came to th is camp wished to go to Japan. Maybe, some, l {  Japan 
loses, say they do not wish to go back, but that would very fiew. But oh course I wish that 
the hesw who answered Ves to that question would leave.

But In the other camps we lived with some extremely pro-American and pro-Japanese people. 
Then we lived at peace as long as they didn't spy on each other.

Vo you know how the Manzanar trouble happened? In Manzanar everyone who entered the 
camp have known that they couldn't do anything un til the war Is over. We wish to live  In 
peace t i l l  the end oh the war. Ai> we see In any community there are always a ¿eu; selh~ 
centered people, trying to make money In the camp, In a h°dr or unhalr way.

1 wonder lh I t 's  really true that Mr. Hell, the project director oh Manzanar cheated 
200,000 dollars out oh the ORA ¿ancte and went to Mexico and was hlnalty arrested. But when 
the head was like  that you can Imagine what his subordinates are like.

Then the steward oh the camp was cooperating to cheat out the sugar oh the camp. There 
were about a dozen Japanese In the group. That was the h'&isl cause oh the trouble. They 
were the so-called Inu.

f i r s t  was a meeting In the center oh eamp to Impeach the WRA ohhlclals. Then they de�
manded to petition the director and went to the Administration building In a big group. A 
dozen representatives oh the mass meeteng were In the Admcnlstratcon building and the rest 
oh the people were outside. The representatives requested to people to keep quiet, but, when 
mass psychology, the soldiers came with guns and tear gas.

That was what really happened. The newspapers said I t was the Japanese celebrating the 
1st anniversary oh Vearl Harbor. That really made the Nisei mad.

/By this, time I thought it would not be impolite to ask Mr. Itabas hi a few questions  
about the current disturbed situation in the camp. I asked  him what he thought of the new  

Co-op Boardj_/

New Co-op Board:

The people h^d  I t 's  better than I t  used to be. They w ill have a hard time, though, 
trying to make the whole camp understand. The Co-op Is the biggest source oh trouble.
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Resignation of Internal Security:

Tfte {¡irst trouble Mas that the camp residents suspected them that they one spies ofi 
the, Administration. That Mas the main. reason the police couZdn't get the cooperation oi the 
residents. Pnd also there Mere the gambling groups who Mere protected by the police.

Fanatics:

In th is camp no really able man Mill shoM his &ace because ao many narroM minded ianaticA 
are In camp that you can't honestly cooperate Mith these fanatics.� Even your safety cannot 
be guaranteed.

Murder of Noma:

I have not heard a single man say, "I'm sorry he's dead. " When Okamoto Mas shot to 
death the Mhole camp closed doMn a l l  entertainment, even small parties in homes.

Administrative Policy / Informers/:

PnyMay, the Administration is  trying to make the Japanese in camp faght each other and 
control (by that means.) . So ar (in the past) Mhen a man Mas pat into the stockade they 
didn't say Mhy. But noM they ask th is man in  the stockade, 'You knoM so and so? Is he 
your friend or your enemy? v he says he's a friend they say, 'You better be careful about 
him. ,! And then Mhen he's sent out they say, 'So and so informed that you did th is and that. "

JJL asked about the rumors of rapê _/

Rumors of Rape

The bothering ofi g irls is  ju st rumor, I think. course there is  a high possib ility 
that such crime could, be committed Mhen living th is abnormal U fa. But a friend ofa mine 
tr ied checking up the rumors. There is  no May to prove i t  that there Mas any such crime.
I think that's a rumor made by the Administration to make people farm a police department.

Rumor of Gripsholm:

About faur Meeks ago there Mas a rumor r ifa  in  camp that the exchange boat Mas coming.
I got a le tte r  faom the Spanish Consul on July 12 saying that there Mas n 't  the remotest 
possib ility o  ̂ an exchange boat. Why does the Administration s ta r t rumors like  that?

/ A f t e r  the murder of Mr. Noma all the members- of the Japanese Internal Security resigned.  
I asked Mr. Itabashi what chance there was of getting a new p olice force_ /̂

New Internal Security:

I think th e y 't l  get an Internal Security but i t  M ill take time. So far the police 
department has been looked upon as Administrative agents. Nom Me are trying to get the 
police oi th is camp - our oMn police. We elected two o{¡facers faom each block in  Mard 1/III.
We have 10 blocks and 20 police ofaicers Mill be zlected. That May� I think Me can maintain 
a police farce.

Host ol them hate to take the job but i t h e y  understand the neM system 1 think Me can 
get police. One man Me elected might take the job and the other refused far personal reasons.

/ I .  Some blocks in the center remained unpoliced for six mon ths or more. But every position  
in ward VIII, the Manzanar section was soon filled, in large part by  members of the  

underground Resegregation Group. (See Thomas and Nishimoto, p. 280.)_/
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Arrests for Draft Evasion:

the boys Mexe loyal to th is countxy people think they should be, axxested. Bat 
the. goveA.mnae.nt tx les to conscript those. Mho said, "no ", then theAe Mxll be txouble.

New Project Director:

I wish toi. Merritt could be project director hexe. Oi c o l ase he's an Mexican and he 
must coopexate with the federal govexnment, but l i  he only Mould txy to do Mhat Is  xcght,
Me axe sa tisfied . We realize the conditions hexe and don't ask too much�

Girl and Election of Representatives:

I asked Mr. Itabashi about giri and was surprised to find  that he apparently did not  
know what it signified in camp. He has a definitely dif ferent view of the November diffi�
culties than those people who came here in October. I wonder how far his vi ews are shared  

by other Manzanites.

Oi course theAe may be sevexal reasons iox the ialluxe oi the election oi representa�
tives. The iIx s t gxoup Mas xathex fanatic. The majoxity oi the people d idn't support them, 
they Mexe too extreme.^- When the fdmlnlstxatlon requested the second gxoup oi xepxesenta- 
tlves, they txled again and vexy xeas enable ialx minded people Mexe elected.

They Mexe Intexned too, same as the i lx s t. Then the M. V, 's took ovex the Mhole 
situation.

¿bout a month ox so ago, the Mmlnlstxatlon asked us to send a new representative gxoup. 
We had a meeting. What's the use? U Me send delegates to make oux suggestions, they l l 
be put In the stockade. We don't Mant to send people Into the stockade iox oux sake.

We axe newcomexs and axe txylng to keep alooi ixom the aHalxs oi the past. Because 
oi Mhat Me Mexe Inioxmed oi the past txouble, some Mas so extxeme that Me couldn t  coopexate 
Mtth that.

Thexe Is s t i l l  a handiul oi agltatoxs. These iew agxtatoxs think that by making 
txouble hexe they'xe doing good iox Japan. That's extxemely Mxong. The Japanese govexnment 
Mishes us to live  In peace un til the end oi the Max.

The majority oi the people hexe don't knoM the changes and progress that has been made 
In Japan. In thelX heads they have the Japan oi 40 ox SO years ago. They don t  understand 
the policy oi Japan. They don't understand Mhy Japan has to ilght.

(Mr. Itabashi asked me jLf I would buy some paper for him to wr ite the article he  
intends to prepare for the _/evacuation and resettlemen_t/ study. I did so.)

/l. Mr. Itabashi did not come to Tule Lake until February of 1944 and his statements about  

the Daihyo Sha Kai are hearsay. (Thomas and Nishimoto (p. 379) giv e his date of  

segregation as February, 1943, which is incorrect. ) J
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and September 26, 1944

AUGUST 8, 1944

On August 8, Mr. Itabashi made the following statement about t he murder of Mr. Noma.

Oti cou/ise, Mn% Noma was one ofi the most hated men In camp. But he. wasn't bad enough 
to be assassinated. I heand that he signed a petition to tend the people tn  the stockade 
away to Santa Fe.

SEPTEMBER 26, 1944

TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI

. J -°J lSePtember 24 the Resegregationists: circulated a second petition, accompanied  by an  
planatory pamphlet, requesting the signatures of "those who truly desire to return to

listnn f J ;  opP°rtunlty;" The pamphlet stated that the group was  preparing a final
patriates and expatriates which was to be presented t o "both the American and the

PP 315-8?)7ernmentS (See fleldnotes for September 21 and also Thomas and Nishimoto,

The Resegregationist Petition

K n w w l  It3bash*> though giving less detail, was just as strong ly against the petition as  
Kunnara. He made the following cryptic remark.;

mi rpn ^  ^3h t be pA,emativie to say anything about this., but In two, thh.ee weeks maybe the

¿ Jp , ^ T i m p Z p J U k n m . ^ *  ^  Jaf>aneAi th i * *  i ld i

I asked what he meant, but Mr. Itabashi changed the subject to the lack of education of  
the Japanese in America.

1nn a l1]11 CL0”mf n, P̂°P£e knout. Education In Japan pfiogtieAtcd &o (¡axt. They axe. about
100 » e d u c a t e dxn Japan nou). But xn thU  countxy, I urn. xuXpxJUcd 
(of the Japanese) WOS veny low,

uvuM> f  ** ^  icmlly I t  350. yeans old In Japan — clean, h it tony. But I t
watn t  veny wealthy. Aid the umealthy people came to th is countny, to make a laving, quite 
young. They wene not veny well, educated. H

mono Á:yit2A(i*.t(Ld lvL ^ d y ln g  than In making money, but the majonlty ok people wene
mone ¿ntenested m  making money. Money making came iln s t to them. But theln chlldnen - 
almost eveny one gnaduated fanom high school and many went to unlventity. The lathen and

zhMdnen wene highly educated. So thene was a tendency 
ton the child to be contemptuous ojj the panents.

/Since mid-August the Resegregationists had emphasiz ed the renunciation of citizenship  

r e n m e i a t i o n ^  °f thelr pr°grain’ 1 therefore asked Mr. Itaba shi what he thought of

Renunciation of Citizenship:

x. » *1% co m̂oy\ *w*e. opinion Is this: ¿nom the Japanese pant, the night oi Anenlcan citizen*
snip is  aineady denied. So i t  Is not necessany ion them to make ionmal declanatlon ok de�
nouncing I t . u
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Japanese Radio Broadcasts:

I asked Mr. Itabashi if the rumor that the Japanese radio w as broadcasting orders that  
the residents of Tule Lake should make no trouble were tr ue.

I have. heard no broadcasts l ike  that. 01 course the Spanish (bnsul asked eight 
questions.

War Situation:

X can't belreve Germany w ill collapse. But even Ifa Germany collapses, X don't think 
that Russia w ill declare wasi on Japan.

Noma Murder Solution:

Mr. Itabashi now said something that no informant has ever sa id; that he believed that  
it would not he long before the Noma murderer was caught. He said it was being whispered  
that the FBI was hot on the murderer's trail and that the murderer had been hired to do  
the job by some group. The murderer was said to be an ex-convict,  because nobody else:would  
do anything like that. The Noma family is also supposed to know  more than it is telling,  
because the family members are afraid.

iJLu a  previous conversation Mr. Itabashi had hinted that some Jap anese American at Tule  
Lake was writing an account of what had "really happened" and was planning to publish it./

More on Newspaper Expose*

Tt s his Intention to save the Tule Lake people. Only a handful o£ people In camp make 
a ll  the trouble. And most oft the people are against I t (.trouble) , i t  Is going to appear 
In the newspaper, column by column. Sul I t  Is  not going to appear, un til the man who has 
written I t  has gone out /left Tule Lake/.

Resegregation Petition:

X asked one man, 'Why did you sign the paper? '! He said, 'So-and-so said so-and-so, so 
I signed I t .  " They do not have any judgement.

f # status quo had been taken honestly, I think 75 % o£ the people would have been gengjyo- 
daha (anti-status quo). Even the young libel d idn 't know what was behind the scene.

At the block manager's meeting they made a request to raise the clothing allowance and 
the amount ofi aid given.
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OCTORER 10, 1944

TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI

Called on Mr. Itabashi today, the man who prepared a pape r for the study. After paying  
him some compliments on the paper, I remarked that I had hear d that the Manzanar section  
had had 1,200 new signatures on the repatriation petition.

They may have, gotten them here tn  the. Manzanar station. The. people here don't know 
what i t  was a lt  about. The. majority oi them signed under Intimidation oh. ignorance..

1 was going to te l l  Mr. Kurihara, 'Don't worry about i t .  I t 's  not so serious as you 
th ink. ’

(I hinted that Mr. Kurihara might be in some danger because he was trying to get infor�
mation about the intentions of the leaders of the Resegre gation Group. But Mr. Itabashi  
said, in a reassuring tone;)

Sasaki was top man opposing this, movement. Openly, he said he objects. %i Kurihara 
tr ied  to crawl around in the dank., he might be caught. I

(I said, "But there are dangerous men in this center. . .")

Tven among themselves they are not agreed. The people who signed up say, 'When I go to 
Japan I don't want to go with th is group on. that group.'

(I asked if he had heard of Mr. Kira’s resignation a s block manager. )„̂

Kira resigned the block managership to take change oi the desegregation movement. That 
may be the cause oi big trouble. He wishes, ion himseli to be a big shot. I hate, that type 
oi man. 0i course, i i  one works on something with a sincere idea, you w ill respect him, 
but when he does, i t  ion himseli, I hate them.

(I said that I thought that there were quite a few honest, sincere peop le working on  
the Resegregation movement. Mr. Itabashi agreed, saying ’ Especially Some oi the young 
people���

Maybe I to ld you about a young man I talked to when I was working on Social Weliane. 
This young man was about 22 on 23 years old and he had been on Terminal Island and his 
iathen was interned. In 24 hours he had to evacuate and sacniiice everything -he, had. He 
was so indignant at his treatment - so he joined the December incident in  Manzanar, because 
he didn't know what else to do. He was mad at the way the government had treated him.

They brought him here in  October. He joined th is trouble and was put in  the stockade.

j f l .  At the time Mr. Itabashi made this statement I did not fully understa nd what he was  
saying. But because I knew more about the Resegregationist leader s than did he, I  
was not reassured. Reading his statement today it appears that he was tell ing me  
that Mr. Kurihara had nothing to fear if, like Sasaki, he op posed the Resegregationists  
openly. Indeed, this is what Mr. Itabashi himself proceeded t o dOj_/

j_2. Mr. Kira’s threat to resign his block managership may h ave been a political ploy. See,  
the Project Attorney’s statement, 'Fieldnotes, Oct. p. 11, Mr. Robertson’s statement,  
QfiB. p. 26, and Mr. Kira's long explanation, Oct. pp. 43-4.7
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When they brought him to my o{{lce, I looked a t him. He looked Like, an honest, nice, 
boy, but he. had a very ¿trained expression on his ¿ace. A{ter he. explained his application,
I talked to him about a hall hour. X to ld him, ' I understand how you {eel - and In the 
meantime I appreciate your demand lor wrongs to be righted. But don't try to attain your 
object by violence. You're a young man. Japan's luture depends on your shoulders. Your 
H ie  Is too valuable. 11 you make trouble In camp, I t 's  ju st l ike  throwing to{u against a
stone wall.' I really cried mysel{ at him. He cried too. Then he said, ' 1 understand.
T i l  never try  again to do any violence.' I to ld him to study In th is camp.

(Mr. Itabashi could not remember this young man ’s name.)

To make right demands to the government Is a l l  right.

Department of Justice:

I don't know. l{ the Administration plays too much monkey-business, we pre{er 
military rule. The rule Is s tr ic t  but they are honest. In Uanzanar they {e ll that way.
The only dl{{erence is  that we would have soldiers with bayonets hanging around.

Strike Threat:

Vld you hear about the stubborn people proposing a strike?1

I (hopefully) said I had heard only vague rumors. But Mr. Itabashi th en said that he  
had been in bed with a severe cold for two weeks and hadn’t he ard much. He would tell me no  
more and said instead:

The majority o{ people are sick o{ a l l  th is trouble.

Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-dan:

The Sokoku Kenkyu people don't know Japan. They think they are fighting {or Japan's 
egoistic Idea. They s t i l l  think Japan is  {Ightlng {or Japan only. When they go back to 
Japan they w ill say, 'We did th is {or the people In camp and we did th a t . ' But the govern�
ment o{ Japan doesn't think that way. It wishes {or the people In camp ju st to live  In 
peace and keep their health. ——'r?— —■—*»

I say to them: 'The Japanese government Is not so narrow-minded as you. The are 
sacri{lclng material wealth {or the people o{ Asia.'

A lo t  o{ people are disgusted at the way they (desegregation Group) act. They are 
going out o{ camp because o{ I t .  You know there Is a Japanese proverb - Tsuno wo tamete 
US hi WO korosu. (By trying to straighten the horns of the cow, you kill it . ) -So - by 
trying to keep the Japanese In camp here, they are driving the Japanese out o{ camp.

Just yesterday, a woman and her daughter, 24 years old, came to see me. They had In�
tended to go back to Japan. But a{ter they saw a ll  th is kind o{ trouble they want to leave 
camp. Her mother came to me yesterday and cried a l l  a{ternoon.

Resegregation:

desegregation means nothing when you analyse what they say. My {amily o{ {Ive have 
applied already through the Spanish ambassador to go back to Japan. So what more do we need?

(We then discussed the changes in the Administrative personn el that a change to the  
Justice Department might bring. Mr. Itabashi was glad to hear that Black was going.X
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nmp.i ^  /eaci ** a m“ddl �,d. He. talked, about one. houn and the. potnt wa&
only that m u c h.(Here Itabashi Indicated about 1/2 Inch with thumb and forefinger.)

who w ^ T t ^ T h f l l  i f 9T d i°K. ^ �>matioyi axe t i le d  oi txouble. They ¿Imply th ink those 
*? 9 * t0  Japan should Uve together. 
5° ^xp'f-a*f ouf  opinion, they would be convinced again (would swing over). Bat  

we. ajie. not g t̂ven the. chance, to ta lk. g .

U n J r M f .  ^  ^ J - 000-s-ignatuxes, some 6,000., some 4,000. I don't believe JO,000
c 9 f l „ , a / ^ T , CtCWV tTule Lake excluding Manzanar section) nobody Signed.
thw  ^¡p s th h r ^ 3nili  thU> **m  meox uneducatedzncy one ¿tubbotin and nannow-inmded.

OCTOBER 15, 1944

. TV?n th<~ nl§ht of October 15, five days after I had talke d with him, Hr. Itabashi and  
two other elderly Issei returning from a religious meeting wer e attacked by a gang of young  
men and brutally beaten. After he had recovered I wrote to him, asking h** tp write and §  
t 11 me when I might call on him. On November 1, I receiv ed the following letter,/

Dated Oct. 28, 1944

I thank j, you very kindly for your letter expressing your  
simpathy to me. I am alright, and feel as if nothing happene d 
to me now.

n.... The very first word I uttered right after the attack was
"Baka.M (Baka is a very strong term meaning fool.) I rathe r  
feel sorry for those who attacked me because they do not know  
what they were doing.

Be rest assured that your calling me was not the cause of  
the attack, and I welcome your coming at any time. However, it  
might be best for both of us to keep quiet for a while.

Thanking you again for the letter.

Sincerely yours,

(I shall answer this letter and see what happens;. I don't want  to hold off too long  
m  seeing Mr. Itabashi, providing, of course, that it is safe for him.)
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NOVEMBER 9, 1944

TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI  

Story of Beating

I nevex thought I had any enemies In camp. Vox a {ew day4 I thought l t  was a case 
o{ mistaken ldewbity.

I was coming home {xom a xellglous meeting at block 52 - I heaxd noisy footsteps.. One 
o{ my {xlends was at my side and the othex was IS {eet ahead, The {\lxst man who was 
attacked yelled. I tuxned axound and saw that big stick . I can s t i l l  see the club l ike 
a {xozen plctuxe but I don't know anything a{tex that.

When 1 got up I didn’t  even know 1 was h it. I {e lt something dxlpplng.. 1 noticed 
the blood. I thought I was clubbed.

Vxom the stax t un til today l nevex {e lt any pain. 1 walked night home and the blood 
stopped bleeding on the way. I went to the showex xoom and washed myself. I saw that the 
cut was spxead open. The ambulance came and we went to the hospital. They put In {oux 
stitches. The most pain I {e lt was when they put In the {oux stitches.

A{tex that, {ox a {ew days, evexybody asked me why and how. I said I think I t ’s mis�
taken Identity. Then one man who hasn’t  signed {ox xesegxegatlon and Is v<sxy antagonistic 
to the segxegatlon gxoup, he spied a l l  ovex camp why 1 was h it. He told me the xeason 
I was attacked. I and one othex, Hx. Anaya, both o{ us, didn’t  sign. The xes.egxegatton 
headquaxtexs said that on account o{ us the people didn’t sign.

I didn’t  speak against I t .  Whenevex they asked me I ju st said that I didn’t  sign I t 
{ox th is xeason ox that. Thexe axe s ix  {amllles. In my baxxack and only one {amlly signed.

Aiothcx thing he spied out {ox me, about a month be{oxe that date J made a lectuxe at 
a xellglous meeting. I said that th is camp Is no place {ox young men to make any txouble. 
They should study. I talked about 45 minuter. What I said thexe was xepoxted to (Resegre�
gationist) headquaxtexs.

One week a{tex I was attacked the xes egxegants o{ Waxd 1/11X had a meeting and Vamas hlta
and Klxa made speeches. Aid Klxa spoke {Ixst and vexy aggxesslvely. He said, ’Vox the
gxeatex cause I t  can’t  be helped to sacxl{lce the small cause. 1 Young men, go ahead and 
do I t . I ’l l  take caxe o{ you.’

Then Vamashlta stood up next and said, ’ Oux gxoup Is not {ox violence. Oux Idea Is,
not to do any haxm to the non-segxegants. This gxoup, (the boys Kira referred to) Is not
a membex o{ oux gxoup. ’ He said, ’ I ’m vexy soxxy that the xesegxegants axe taking to 
violent actions. ’

Mr. Itabashi then told me:

Anong the xesegxegants thexe Is one gxoup alxeady against violence, a modest gxoup, 
and then Klxa’s violent side.

]_1. What Mr. Kira said was: MDai no mushi wo tasukeru niwa ; sho no mushi wo korpsanekereba  
naranu." The literal meaning is: "In order to help the large hu gs, we must kill the  
small bugs." Like all such sayings, its implications may b e various^/
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/On October 30, a young man living in block 78 had been knifed. (See Thomas and  
Nishimoto, p. 319.) I asked Mr. Itabashi about this^/

Knifing in Block 78

This boy' a {¡other Algned the position bat he'A very mack against Kira. Tkat'A why we. 
think he was knifed.

Sentiment Toward War

(In the letter I had written him I had asked Mr. Ita bashi if he would care to tell me
how the people in camp felt about the war. In answer to th is question, he said;)

Wery TsaqI  Japanese. oJUL blindly believe.i that Japan w ill win. Sa I t ' & oat o{ the 
question how they {eel. 0{ coatee, the ISAel Japanese In other campA might have: doubts about 
tke. outcome o{ tke wan.. But the ISAel In thlA camp a lt  believe {Inal victory ¿a tkette .

So, what yoa call - {ence A lttete, the Nisei, a l l  don't know why the Japanese wax Ataxted
and kow the wax {utuxe would be. So they might change their mind oa. tke Actuation changes..
But tke lAAel, I don't think.

Some is A el a t i l l  have pxopexty outside. So they want to dlspoAe o{ that a{tex the wax 
Is ovex and then go back to Japan. That’A why they Aay they don’t  want to go back on the 
{ I te t exchange boat.

ThoAe Is A el who leave camp { ox the outside axe dlsgasted a t the conditions In camp 
(Tule Lake.)

Wen among the Aegxegants tkexe axe many who want to l ive In peace.

Return to Trouble

When we came {rom Uanzanax la s t Tebxuaxy everybody Aald we don't want trouble. But 
when Kixa Ataxted making txouble, the whole waxd�(/III got Atlxxed up.

Kuxlhaxa Aay a , ’Give him plenty o{ xope and he’l l  hang himself up.'

Speaking of Mr. Tachibana, Mr. Itabashi said: He'A l ike  Kira too, but not AO extreme.

I keaxd a xumox that the Japanese government Aald that some lAAel In th is camp I a good 
{or nothing. in the { I te t place, when the Japanese government keaxd o{ the txouble tke WR.A 
Administration woa torturing tk m. 1 But tke o { { Ido ls thought that Aoon the JapA would be 
beaten, ao we can trea t them oa we wish.

Q{ course, my Reeling, when we were chased Into th is camp, the federal government didn't 
mean to harm us. But tke WRA o {{ Ido ls thought tka t Aoon the JapA would be beaten, ao we 
can treat them as we wish.

And they treated us tka t way. In Manzanax, Mr. Hash was ao bad tka t one day he woa

f 1. Mr. Itabashi may be referring to the rumors of mistreatm ent of the men  

confined in the stockade./
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neaAly beaten. We thought, th is ¿¿n't the, policy o{ the. {edeKal goveAnment towaKd ua..

When we eme to th is camp {Korn ManzanaA, the, {ood was ¿0 teAAible {ok two months,.
(The food at this time according to many old residents had gre atly injprpyed.X We {ound
out that was atKick. They d idn 't want to ¿end people heKc. The {ood tn  ManzanaA was, so 
good white ouk {ood heKe was ¿o pooK.

Now when they wont the camp Kestdents tn  ManzanaK to leave {ok the out6tde they gtve. 
them the pooKest {ood., They ¿ay, ' 1{ you want betteA {ood, you go outside.'

War Situation:

Vo you think that the AmeAtcan public believes the news. they aKe given about the 
{tghting In the ThtlttpIneA and on ToKmosa? We heaA the oppoAtte thlngA {Korn Japan.

The Japanese AtKategy woa actually the ¿ame oa I guessed. in June the Japanese 
Salt Lake City newspapeA ¿aid, 'What'A the matteA with the Japanese navy?’ Then I WKote
{ouk pageA on the ¿ubject o{ JapaneAe Jhcl{tc AtKategy oa I see I t .  I ¿aid that the big
naval battle w ill be aAound FoKmosa and the VhilliplneA,

What I would like  to know I a that l{  the AmeAtcan Navy won the battle oa they claim, 
why aKe they ¿ending moKe AmeAtcan {oKceA. to Leyte Ia land?

AaotheK thing, the Kecall o{ S til lw e ll and the KeAlgnatlon o{ the ambaAAadoK. The 
papeKA ¿ay I t  Ia  only ? . My gueAA I a that S til lw e ll and the Amenlcan goveKnment advised 
Chlang Lai Shek to wait un til the Navy battle. I{ they win, AmeKica w ill send I ts  { leet 
and aid Chlang Kal Shek. A{teA the battle Chlang Nat Shek’A expectations weAe a ll  upset. 
Then I believe Chlang Kal Shek told S tillw e ll, 'What's the matteA with you? What's youK 
position?'

Election

i ’m veAy soKKy that Roosevelt was Keelected. I ’l l  neveA believe they can beat Japan. 
With. Germany s t i l l  {tghting and not by any means, beaten they aKe alAeady talking about what 
they w ill do with GeAmany. And ChuAchttl and Stalin and Roosevelt a l l  have di{{eAent Ideas.

Newspaper Expose of Hitomi Killing

I asked how this matter was coming along. Mr. Itabashi said tha t he suspected that  
the Japanese newspapers probably thought the story too hot to  handle. I then asked that  
since the author did not mind publishing it, would he mind givi ng me a copy for the study.  
Mr. Itabashi said he would write and ask him, only he doesnlt know his address or his  
first name. He told me that you can know a man very well in Jap anese society and not know  
his first name.

/I. Many segregants tended to blame seemingly unjust or cr uel policies or decisions on  
the local administrators rather than on the federal government. Indeed,  I shared  
this view for most of the period that I lived in the camps. See "Doing Fieldwork,"
p. 116j_/
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DECEHBER 14, 1944

/On December 8, Mr. Noyes, the Project Attorney, told me that John Burling, p£ the  
Department of Justice, was planning to summon and talk to those leade rs, pf the Resegregation  
Group who had not renounced their citizenship. On the same day,  Mr« Rpbertson tpld ;me  
that there was a rumor in camp that some of the "agitators" would soon he "p icked up". I.  
do not know what was done but I suspect_that some of the pro minent leaders of the Resegrega—  

tionists were called in for interviews./

TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI

Mr. Itabashi was in good health and "very high spirits. He coul d hardly wait tp tell  

me the good news:

Vve heard WRA has called In U thePesegxegatlonlsts. The people. iix s t thought 
they were axxested by the. TEL AM oi them â te. pleased, excepting those mho axe. members, oi 
course. They want them to be, taken away, Kuxihaxa was most pleased oi a lt.

I then told Mr. Itabashi that I had heard that Mr. Kira had not app lied for renunciation  
of citizenship. Itabashi was amazed, since Kira has been making such a t remendous show of  
his super—patriotism. He forgot himself far enough to exclaim, $hy, that d irty Son~QA~a~gun. 
I thought he denounced Zt a long long time ago.

I then asked how the young people who were not Sokoku mem bers were taking the re�

nunciation:

WaturaMy, the young people should be willing to renounce. But I don't have, any 
contact with them. Thexe axe a lo t who axe not membexs oi the Sokoku< They axe wMJUng 
to xenounce anytime (non-Sokoku people). They actually made out applications, la s t summex 
on blanks given them by the WR A.

People s t i l l  don't know what the outcome w ill be. it  w ill take a iew weeks, to see 
what the outcome w ill be.

The membexs oi the Sokoku axe naxxow-mlnded. Many oi them weJte soxxy aAtex they signed 
and Aound out what was Inside. But H  they cancel thelx slgmtuxes, they'xe scaxed. So 
they can't cancel thelx signatures, not even IA at the same time they d idn 't want to be 
one oA them.

7 understand that Kira and Vamashlta have both xeslgned. /From their positions in  

the Hoshi-dan
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Itabashi's Account of how Kurihara Stopped Kira

*1
Itabashi then asked me if I had heard how Kurihara had st opped Kira. I said I had  

heard some of the details but not all. "WjgXf., said Itabashi, maybe I shouldn't t e l l  you 
j i^  KuAihaAa didn't. But, said I, KuAihaAa is  such a modest man that he won't t e l l  me 

\J be.ca.uAe, t t  Would A.cem tike  boasting. Itabashi agreed that Kurihara was not likely to tell  
me the full part he played and so he proceeded to give the foll owing account;

KiAa was tn  Texminal Ta  Zand befaoAe the, wax. and so woa KuAxhaAa. So they know each 
otheA &oa a Zong time and KuAihaAa. knows the, peASonality KiAa and that he, is, always ho a 
himself onZy,

He. knew eveAy thing that he. did tn  ManzanaA. He knew KtAa was. a cowaAd. And stiZZ he 
bAagged himôelh. But KuAihaAa kept qutet as Zong as KtAa didn't do any btg WAong. But 
stnee KtAa's. faolloweAS. had attacked me at ntght KuAihaAa was as mad as a bulldog. He 
came to me tmmedtateZy the next day and said he's gotng to ettheA k i l l  him qa have him 
aAAested because he knew eveAything what he did in  the past. Z to ld him to be quiet and 
see what wtZZ happen in  a month oa two.

Then a young boy was s.Zashed. And the iellow who attacked him was one oh the men who 
attacked me.

Aid then KtAa tAted to attack KuAihaAa. He pZanned i t  and KuAihaAa ho and out. And 
then KuAihaAa was kind oh aZaAmed. And one oh thé Sbkoku men, a mean fellow f he and one /  
otheA went to KuAihaAa eaAZy in  the moAning. Both went theAe and stayed theAe talking 
until two o'clock in  the ahteAnoon, And KuAihaAa said to them, ' I might be attacked and
killed but in  the meantime I might k i l l  a couple oh you. T dedicate myselh ¿° the justice 
and weZhaAe oh the camp. That's the only way we can keep the peace in  the camp. (i)he,n ltakas 
and Amaya weAe attacked, I was aeady to punish KiAa. But at the Aequest oh Itabashi and 
Amaya, I withheld. But now I am Aeady. '

And then he told these two men who weAe AepAesentatives oh Ma . KiAa a l l  that he knew 
about KiAa and his movements. He said, ’ You axe having as ZeadeA such a man as KiAa. Vo 
you know about th is?' These two men weAe suApAised.

BehoAe th is , these two men had said, 'As long as we le t you alone you shouldn't mind 
what happens in  camp. ’ Then KuAihaAa was maddeA than eveA. ' What! J J he said. Then he 
to ld them a l l  about Ma . KiAa.

And that was ThuAsday oa Vniday. The next moAning KiAa Aesigned, h0/l ¿he Aeason that 
his wifie had a baby and theAe was a lo t  ofa woAk to do in  the house. And the baby was bo An 
about fiouA months ago.

WeA since KuAihaAa has told a l l  about KiAa. a lo t o{> people iound out what he was.
The people didn't know (before) and they woAshiped him humbly. But now they ve $ound out 
that he's a cowaAd and just doing eveAy thing &oa publicity.

/I. In mid-November, Mr. Kurihara and I had good reason to belieye that fir. Kira and his  
gang might embark on another series of beatings. (See my Fieldnotes  for November 9  
and 13.) But on November 13 I talked to Mr. Kurihara about this and on November 20,  
Mr. Kato, who claimed to be a gang leader, told me regretf ully "that there wasn’t  
going to be any trouble for some time"j_/
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_/Pn the night of October 30, a young man, whose fathe r (it was saidX had spoken  
against the Resegregationists, was attacked with a knife by a man known to be a follower  
of Mr. Kira. I asked Mr Itabashi about this./

Slashing Affair of October 30

fo)�Aybody was mad that he was given a ligh t sentence. I undexstood thz boy'* {athzx 
** a Sokoku man. He didn't know that thz Inside. o{ that panty was. so xottzn. Then he {omd 
oat how xottzn thz Inside was., he was Indignant at Klxa and was spzaklng about I t  openly.
That * why his son was attazkzd, t hzaxd.

l_kt the end of November, the Abe-Kunitani-Tada faction openly beg an to oppose the Resegrega�
tionists. On December 9, Mr. Kurihara, who also was vigorously oppos ing the Resegregationists  
spoke of the Tada bunch" and told me that Tada "was running the gambli ng houses" in the  
Center.^ On the same day, Mrs. Tsuchikawa referred to Tada's "boys" as "the gamblers". Since
I at this__time knew very little about this group, I said th at I had heard something about the  
gamblers^/

Gamblers i

Mr. Itabashi looked alarmed and said: E VZXybody know* I t 's  going Qn, but� I don't know 
anything about I t .  hjzn thz Japanese police dzpaxtmznt can’t  do anything with thz gamblens.

Slncz I was attazkzd thzxz has bzzn boxn a new panty In thz sp ln lt o{ justlzz. Thzxz 
an.z two mzn who say they Will dzdlzatz thzlx Hoes {¡ox thz pzazz o { thz zamp. Aid especially 
bzzausz these Sokoku people wzxz dzstxoylng thz pzazz o{ thz zamp by attacking Innocent 
people.

Soon a{tzx wz wzxz attazkzd, even among thz Sokoku people, thzxz wzxz two panties - 
one zxtxemz and one mild. Those who wzxz mild wzxz Indignant at thz xadlzallsm and both 
wzxz In {zud among themselves. A big txoublz was looming at that time.

Then anothzx panty o{ ju stlzz appzaxzd. That's why these xadlzals wzxz scaled to death.

(Mr. Itabashi gave me the impression that Kurihara has star ted a unobtrusive organization.  
The same impression was given me by George Wakida.)



-19-

Itabashi - January 5, 1945 JANUARY 5, 1945

J_On December 6, John Burling, representing the Department of Justice, had arrived at  
Tule Lake, to open hearings for persons who wished to r enounce their citizenship. On  
December 15, an uproar occurred in block 54 (where the Res egregationist Headquarters were  
located), during which the head of the executive comm ittee of the Resegregation Group and  
a member who had been expelled fought each other with stick s. On December 17, the recission  
of the orders deluding Japanese Americans from the West  Coast took place, and WRA also  
announced that all relocation projects would be closed withi n a year. On
December 27, seventy prominent members of the two Re segregationist organizations were removed  
to the detention camp at Santa Fe for internment as "undesirable ene my aliens". (See Thomas  
and Nishimoto, pp. 332-4, 839.) In my talk with him,_Mr. Itabashi ref erred to some of these  
events, but his attitude toward them was very serene^/

TALK.WITH MR. ITABASHI

Internments

The first thing Mr. Itabashi asked me was what happened to the se venty men picked up  
and who had picked them up. _/l told him that they had  been taken to Santa Fe and that the  
Department of Justice had "picked them up"_// He appea red surprised and said that there  
were rumors that they had been taken to an immigration office on th e West Coast. He added;

Al l  I wish Xa  ju s t peace {on the camp. Mo At people ant glad that the extnm ists wene 
taken out. The tnouble is , they cause tnouble. Othenwise I haven't any enmity against them.

When we came {nom Manzanan u>e heand that about twenty men _/Tnu7 wene to be k illed Xn thiA
camp.

Return to California

The newspapen says that less than 100 Japanese w ill netunn to (hli{onnia. WRA 'a plan to 
cloAe the centers w ill {ail. Not hal{ o{ the people in  the nelocation centers w ill leave the 
campA.

V
v When we entered camp at the beginning o{ the wan I heand that the Genman people who wene 
intenned duning the VXjist Wonld Wan wene paid $1,00Q each when they wene allowed to leave 
camp.

They have nothing now to depend on. A job can't be depended on. I {eel the WRA plans, 
{on cloAing the camp w ill be a to ta l {ailune.

I hean that in  Manzanan ]_Center;/ specially the IsAei one asking the U. S. govennment 
thnough the Spanish Consul to stay in  camp un til the close o{ the wan.

I don't know one penson who wants to go oul. 0{ couns,e, those who want to go out say 
nothing about i t .

Turn of War in Europe

Mr. Itabashi frankly expressed his satisfaction over the G erman drive in Belgium. He  
compared the German push to the tactics of General Yama shita who (he told me) is drawing as  
many American troops as he can to the Phillipines so as t o cut them off eventually from their  
supply line. Reviewing the present war situation Itab ashi said with satisfaction;

We may have to stay in  camp un til {ive yeans., but tha t's a l l  night.
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Exchange Boat

The reason the Japanese gave, up the. Exchange boat was because American foyers. bombed 
the Japanese exchange ship twelve on. faounteen times,. The Japanese government got mad 
and cancelled a l l  ta lk o\J exchanging. So unless the American government apologizes for 
bombing, there's no chance oi changing the Japanese government'sk mind.,

Hoshi-dan

Generally, what V ve heard Is, that the. trouble started among themselves,. It started 
because Hamaguchl and some others, were, too radical In their principles,. The moderate 
people In that party were against them and In number they were much, more than the radicals,.

A {¡ter that trouble (block 54 fracas) so many withdrew $rom the Tips hi-dan. Before 
the trouble only nine families In block 54 were not members,, Afterward there were only 
three families remaining as mem b en. 1

I think even the members o^ the Hoshi-dan are glad the radicals, were picked up. I 
don't think there w ill be any trouble about I t .

Reverend Kai

I understand Reverend Tal was a Red (.Communist) In Japan.. He called himself a prlesX 
but he really Isn 't . He was a Red In Japan and was always followed by a detective. He 
really I s n 't  a p r iest.

]_In an effort to stop Resegregationist pressure, Burling, the Justice De partment  
representative, issued an open letter to the chairmen of the Hoshi— dan and the Hokoku.  
Mimeographed copies of this letter, with a Japanese translation, wer e posted in all mess  
halls on January 24. In this letter Burling condemned the activities of Hokoku members,  
and of Hoshi-dan elders who "encourage the activities  of the young men." On the same day  
he announced plans for a second internment, and two days later 171 more men were taken  
out of camp. At five-thirty in the morning, in a spectacul ar gesture of defiance,
Hokoku bugles were blown loudly, and young members who w ere not being interned drilled  
and ordered themselves in ranks facing the fence— As each truck_o f internees passed,  
those present shouted, "Banzai 1" (Thomas and Nishimoto, p. 356)^/

On January 29, the Newell Star printed a statement by Dillo n S. Myer, in which Myer  
said that "those who do not wish to leave the (Tule Lake) center at this time are not  
required to do so and may continue to live here or at some simi lar center until January  

1, 1946."

/On January 29, Mr. Noyes, the Project Attorney, told me that one of Wakayama_^s 
henchmen, Fujizawa, had been appointed as one of the new leaders of the Hoshi-dan. /

(See Fieldnotes for more detail.)

] \ . This is not correct. In late 1944, 20 to 50 percent of the re sidents of block 54  

were Hokoku or Hoshi-dan memberSjJ/̂

/2. Some members of the Resegregation Groups had also sugges ted to me that Reverend Kai  
was a Communist. I suspect that Mr. Itabashi approved of neither t he Daihyo Sha Kai  
nor the Resegregationists. From his point of view, they w ere "radicals who disturbed  

the peace./
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TALK WITH KAZUHIKO ITABASHI
JANUARY 30, 1945

Attitude Toward Hokoku

t i l  the moderate people In camp think I t  ¿a very hoollsh to make, that much, noise.
I t ' a, no use.

The men In ward VI were extreme Hokoku men., 1 wonder why Mr. Eurllng hasn't taken 
the bugles away {>Aom them..

Only a hew people misled them. PUL the young men one Innocent. I think only 10 on
30 people ¿tanted a l l  th is trouble. I t 's  terr ib le to think that the young men have to
suhher the result. They have the Idea OfJ the, Japanese 70 or SO yeasts* ago.

Most people aste really glad about the pickups but they don't say so. Host people 
asie glad that those radicals, a/te picked up. But they don't say a word about I t .

(I asked why they did not speak, out of sympathy or fear?)

The radicals aste s t i l l  stubborn so we betlesi keep quiet. Ih they aste willing to 
debate In public whether we should stay quiet on, make tstouble I t  would be. a l l  night. But Y 
lh I should say that In public, they'd say, ' Ok, beat him up.' This. Is  especially true 
now abler th is la s t bunch oh radicals has been picked up.

Kina used to say night out, ^When I go to Java on the East Indiesr w ill I fiool the 
natives thesel'

I bet 80% oh the residents are willing to co-operate with, the American government, but 
a handful oh men stoat up trouble and a handful oh people ju st hollow them.

Department of Justice Statement

Evenyone said - It's , a molten oh counse. Most people think that way. I t was a very 
veay poos Japanese translation. I think a Nisei must have translated I t .  I t ’s  l ike  my
English.

The people did not resent the sleanness oh the statement. Only I ask the Department
oh Justice that they wouldn't make the mistake In deciding who Is responsible. Lor the. 
trouble and who's Innocent. I hear some very mild men were picked up. Oh course, the 
Department oh Justice can't see as we do.

Fujizawa

Pujlzawa Is a darn hool.^ He's plain dumb. He's a disgrace to our people.

At least we trust the Department oh Justice. They are honest. Under ifJRA there Is 
so much politics..

/l. See Fieldnotes for January 29, where Hr. Noyes, th e Project Attorney tells me that  
Fujizawa had come forward as a new leader of the Hokoku. Noye s als.o told jne that  
he had heard that Fujizawa was one of Wakayama's henchmen ^/
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Statement From Myer Put Out Yesterday /in Newell Star /

I hadn't noticed any statement ¿xom Wx. Wyex. Nobody but vexy ¿ew axe witting to 
leave the camp* I believe the WRA w ill ¿all In txylng to get the people out 0& othex 
camps too. Tvexy camp I get le ttexs ¿xom Aays that 9.0.% ofa the camp xeAldentA w ill ¿,tay 
In camp un til the end the wax. When we heax oi AO much anti-Japanese ¿eellng on the 
West (bast, how can we leavef

Reactions to Exchange News,

The people wexe a l l  pleased to heax about the exchange but they don't believe I t  at 
th is time, hjexyobdy ¿ays, 'Me. can't believe I t  un til they A taxt.' Natuxully, the ¿xxst 
day they wexe a l l  vexy enthusiastic, but I a aid, ' 1 hope ao, but we won't take I t  ¿ox too 
Auxe y e t . '

Gambling Gang

Is the govexnment going to do anything about the gambling gang In camp? It A xeally 
xulnlng oux young people hexe.

(Mr. Itabashi told me that soon he might be working for Social Welfare. It seems  
they want him so much they are willing to give him a special dispe nsation and allow him to  

have three people working in his family.)

Wo At o¿ the people axe detexmlned to Atay In camp.

Reasons Why Mr. Itabashi1s Sons Are Returning to Japan

Wy chlldxen wexe boxn and educated In th is countxy and undexstand Amexlcan Veyocxacy. 
Both boyA gxaduated ¿xom dxa¿tlng school. They did vexy well In school, as theix xepoxt 
caxds Ahow. Mtex they ¿Inished Achool, they couldn't get jobs on account o¿ m eta l 
descxlmlnatlon. Othex boyA, doing pooxex In Achool woxk - Aome even got jobA be¿oxe they 
¿Inished Achool. So they wexe vexy unhappy about I t .

Then my ¿IxAt boy heaxd that In Acamen'a ll¿e thexe Is. less m c la l ¿eelÁng. So he 
went to the Waxlne Achool. Be¿oxe he ¿IvuAhed the ¿Ixst yeax, the wax Ataxted. And then 
he was expelled ¿xom the Achool at San Jkdxo. He was told to entex a camp. He le¿ t the 
boat and on his way to the camp he A topped at Loa Angeles one night. He was axxestedand 
put In ja i l  ¿ox thxee dayA and thxee nights. Since then he woa ao xndxgnant at the txeat- 
ment he xecelved that he Aald, ’ Vox any xeason, I w ill nevex ¿Ight ¿ox Aanexcca.

Reaction of More Moderate Hokoku to Higashi*s Letter  to Department of Justice

The modexate people In the Hokoku dan say that the leütex Higashi and the othex Aent 
to the V epaxtment o¿ Justice was too haxd and too axxogant. What Hlgashc asked the Vepaxt- 
ment o¿ Justice does not xepxesent the opinion o¿ the gxoup.

/After this talk, I received a letter from Hr. Itabashi asking me not to visit him  

for a while./
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FEBRUARY 19, 1945

Encounter With Mr. Itabashi,

I next made three calls but found nobody at home. On my way out of camp, however,
I encountered Mr. Itabashi sauntering along. He explaine d about his letter, saying that  
things: were pretty bad in the Manzanar section, but the rest of the camp was very quiet.  
In the Manzanar section the Hokoku had held a big meet ing and the Issei had told the hoys  
that they were certain to be drafted by March if they didn’t jo in. Between 200 to 400  
joined. Mr. Itabashi, like everyone else, expects- another pick—up on the 24th. The  
people who were not Hokoku members, Mr. Itabashi, stressed, were  very pleased to see them  
get out, [picked up] although, they were not saying so yet.

MARCH 3, 1945

TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI

The fact that there will be another pick-up tomorrow, did not seem tp dis,t urh Mr,  

Itabashi since he asked me to visit him.

% the people who k&ve. SLe.nounce.cl their citizenship ojic reiused and draited, there 
w ill be trouble.

I heard a rumor that the government Is  going to try  to chase a lt oi the. people out 
oi th is camp. I sold, ’ i t 's  a darn io o l.’ Even In the other camps, most oi the Issei 
wi l l  stay.

Most oi those who couldn’t  come to th is camp had properties, outside or sons In the 
American Army.

We entered into a discussion on the strength of the Hokoku. M r . Itabashi, agreed with  
me that the Hokoku got stronger for awhile.

The la s t bunch joined only because the Vepartment oi Justice came and a l l  sorts oi 
rumors Started. Mr. Itabashi, like Kurihara thinks, it would be a good idea to brin g hack,  

some of the boys from Santa Fe.

I think I t  w ill be very d lU lcu lt to stop the Bdshi-dan.. They don’t  know what to do 
now. They made a big mistake a t the sta rt.

We are glad that the worst element was picked up. But taking out a group that couldn’t 
help I t ,  because those people didn’t  understand, having been agitated by the original 
seli~advertlser (Wakayama?).

Another Question About Kai and Kuratomi Organizing

Ts I t  true that Kal and Kuratomi. are starting another group?

Mr. Itabashi then told me that when he gets to Japan he expects,  to lecture on America.  
He feels he knows plenty about the "bad side" of America but woul d like to find out some�
thing about the "good side," particularly the efforts of certain church groups to assist  
the Japanese. He asked me if I would be able to get him some lite rature and I promised  

to do my best. He stated:

Beiore evacuation I oiten said, ’American people are people oi common sense.’ But look 
what happened!
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I ju s t laughed when Myex said the camps must close, begone the end of 19.46. i  
thought Wyex was smarter than that.

K relocation man at Wanzanax said that we would be l ike  the Indians. I f  we stayed In 
camp. I said to him, ’Never mind what well become of us. We axe more concerned about 
ourselves than you are. No matter how long the Japanese stay In camp, we’l l  never be l ike 
the Indians. % you don’t  believe I t ,  you go back to Washington. ’

Hokoku

Why the Hokoku-dan got power was, because when they started requesting for resegrega- 
tlon they sard that the WR.A hinted that they would co-operate with the Hokoku. That's 
what the Hokoku. people said. They claimed they had an understanding with WRA and even 
Secretary o f t he  interior lekes. That’s why even In te lligen t people were, pooled.

Social Difficulties

Bjen In th is block there axe a few people who hesitate to speak to me. But I don’t  
pay any attention. I ju s t laugh and In my mind I think, ’What the heck. ’ A few In this, 
block were taken and they are very sure they w ill be reunited. They axe just misinformed, 
th a t’s a ll. One of the worst agitators In this, block Isn ’t  being picked up th is time.
His two sons axe gone though.

The way we figure Is that the Department of Justice knows Vujlzawa Is  one of the 
worst agitators. So they axe purposely leaving him to try  to keep the people divided 
and create another trouble I believe they axe trying to make the camp residents fight each 
other.

Nobody puts fa ith  In what Ahr. Best says.

1 talked to Kurthaxa the other day. We talked about how the whole country Is  against 
the Japanese. Some (o f  American people) go SO far as to say that both the Jssel ana Nisei 
ought to be shipped back to Japan. But s t i l l  the federal Government wants to keep as, 
many Japanese as possible. I don’t  understand why. This anti-Japanese sentiment w ill 
become worse and worse as the wax drags on.
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MARCH 17, 1945

TALK WITH KAZUHIKO ITABASHI

News of Non-reuniting of Families. /Of interned men/

Most people expected I t .  It Mas not nes.en£ed. The HoShi-dan people expected to be 
sees eg/legated. Eat those outside o{ the HoShl-dan {e tt that those taken to Santa Fe o/i 
Elsmanck Mene taken at cnimlnals. So they d idn 't expect th e y 'l l  be zieuntted. This, 
announcement d idn 't sunpnlse them at a lt.

(then the Anmy pat ap the notice o{ the Hoshl-dan not neunltlng, the Hot,hi-dan thought 
I t  eat ju st a blu{{.

Publishing of "regulations"

Welt, o\J counse, evenybody took I t  at. a matten, oh coante. I hope the police Milt 
annest the leadens.

I Mat Mondenlng Mhy the Mmlnlstnatlon d idn 't put oat a notice I t q stop Hpkoku lpng  

a8° ] • I nathen thought I t  Mat a tnlck to make the camp nesldents, do something Mhlch the 
Admtnlttnatcon doesn't Mlth. The Mmlniltnatlon hat abtolute poMen oven the camp. They 
have the U.S. kmy behind them. They can do anything they please. Why don't they put a 
Atop to It?  They 4Imply ask them, * {lease, don't do i t .  '■

Similarity of Camp Psychology

The Japanese think the same In a lt  the campt, especially the I tte i. They have the 
same feelings. Only those In othen camps have pnopenty on theln tons one dna{ted. That's 
Mhy they Moutdn't come (to Tule Lake).

��don't think anything Mitt happen hene In the next two Meeks..

Bugle Blowing

��heand a lo t  o{ the young kids bloMlng bugles th is manning. Eut they Mene not bloM- 
Ing them In Wand�1/1II. I heand some say to btoM them mone than even, but most say, ' I t ’s  
no use.' The leaden behind the scene hene In Manzanan told me they Moutdn't btoM again. 
That Mas yestenday evening.

I'm Monklng a t the Social Wel&ane noM. Thene one so many young MldoMS� (Hokoku)  
coming In {¡on old. The neat nesponslble people one s t i l t  le{£ In camp.

(When I told Mr. Itabashi what had happened to Yamashita, he sa id, He belongs, thene.)

JL1. 0n February 7, a Department of Justice hearing offic er told me that Mr. Yamashita,  
an important and now interned leader of the Resegregationis ts,, had, immediately on,  
his arriyal at Santa Fe, insisted that he and his, followe rs be permitted to perform  
the taiso (morning exercises). The director pf the internment camp had, accord ingly^  
put him on the early morning garbage detail. (.See FieldnQtes, for February 7, 1945��
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Mr. Itabashifs Story of How He Talked to Yamashita After he was Beaten

I talked {>or two hours with Yamashita a^ter I was, struck, A {ew day a a^ter J was 
struck I heard a /turnoA that those who attacked me wefle members. o^ the Hipshl-dan.
Immediately, I wanted to talk, with both Kira and Yamashita, but J had no connection.
I had_intervlew.ed Yamashita In ¿octal welfare when he applied lor assistance% I asked 
the Hosht-dan representatives. In this, block, to Introduce me to both oi them on Saturday.

The next moaning three repres. entatlves came, to my place Instead o$ Kira and Yamashita.
I told them my opinion on how we should behave In this camp. By making trouble we. gain 
nothing, we only cause sufigering o\5 the young people.f the women and the children. You 
Issel want to take the young Nisei with you to Japan and while here, train them so they 
can be o{ some use. How can we train them by' making unreasonable demands or ju s t agitating 
them? While we are In camp we should adjust ourselves, to this, circumstance. I talked about 
an hour and a halfi. None oi them could answer with one word oh protest to my sayings.
They ju s t said, Yes, Yes.

A hew days ahter I called on Yamashita myselh. I talked two hours, with him, I
told him, ' Vm going to Japan as you are but your opinion and mine don't meet on how we
should behave In th is camp. I can't see nothing that we gain by making any trouble here.
You say so oiten about the Japanese Spir it. The Japanese Sp ir it Is to adjust ourselves 
to circumstances and be patient when we have to. Aid when the Issel male big trouble - 
they are about 60 years old and they hardly can’t  do much bad or good to Japan, But the
Nisei are young. Ih we want them to be good, we must educate them In camp to teach them
what the real Japanese sp ir i t  Is. Japan has a great big mission {¡or the people oi Asia, 
one bslbcon people. Ifi Japan iought £or the Japanese only, she might make more profit.
But Japan risks everything ior the salvation oi one billion people. To iu l i i l l  th is 
mission they can't make trouble among themselves.

He said not a word. He simply cavilled at details.. I to ld him I'm not Interested 
In details. He asked me not to say anything about that I had called on him because he 
hlmseli might be misunderstood In his own group.

I suggested that there was a rumor to the eü ec t that those who attacked me were 
members oi his seinen-dan. He said, 'What?' Iso ld , 'Oi course, I don't mean you did I t 
yourself. But as usual, In any group there are always radicals, that you don't know.
Whether I t 's  true or not, the rumor Is  that members ofi your group did that to me.' He 
said, 'We don't do anything l ike  th a t,1

Mr. Itabashi now asked me if I knew Reverend Abe. He, li ke most of the people in  
camp, seem to think that Abe and Kunitani are up to something.

Yamato Seinen-dan

I heard, only that they're trying to organize a group so that those who simply want 
to go Immediately to Japan can belong as members.. But they aren't going to take the 
Hokoku s elnen-dan members, unless they repent. But st i l l ,  Abe hlms.eli is  working ior se li- 
advertlslng. But I'm not Interested In those people.

Reaction When Army Entered Manzanar Center j / l n  December, 1942/

Most people were saying that the Atony shouldn't come In, f i r s t  oi a ll, they thought 
they (the Army) made very unreasonable demands.. Now most people say that Hitoml was. innocent. 
Most people say only the agitators should be taken away. They ju s t laughed a t Best's 
statement in  the Newell Star.
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APRIL 14, 1945

TALK WITH. KAZUHIKO ITABASHI  

Relocation

I  seldom have a conversation these days in which my friends dp npt initiate a dis-  
cussipn of relocation - how it is. going to fail and express  sympathy for the people in  
the other centers, Itabashi was no exception.

A fnlend. mo to, fbom Los Mgeles; to Manzanah, te lling  about 32 Japanese, living In 
the. Boyle Heights dlstbsct. (Itabashi. told me they were living in a certain Catholic  
school building on Boyle and Whittier with which I am well  acquainted,1). He said that  
out of the 32 there are only two who have not gotten stoned or slap ped while living there.

Of coubse UyeA can make some of the centebs close, perhaps f qua ok live, but he can't 
push them a l l  out.

Hokoku

I heoA that the Hokoku ¿p ill on MRA's pKoposition to stop blowing bugles foh one 
month. The Mabd Vl l l  and 1 compiled to the bequest and stopped blowing. The best of them 
keep on. Because I f  they stop blowing bugles they t i l l lose face In fbont of the boy* who 
have albeady gone to Santa Fe. v J

Kira’s Wife

Elba’s wife went to Chicago to dlvobce heb husband and get a job as a Japanese 
language school teacheb. She didn’t  te l l  anybody In camp hebef but th a t’s what she did.

Ts I t  tbue that Kina has, been sent to phis on fob ten yeabsl

Riot in Santa Fe

l heabd the n lot In Santa Fe ¿tasted when the Santa Fe people f-bom Hawaii found out 
that klba was the bbotheA of one of the big govebnment Inu In Hawaii*.

Hokoku

t don t  think th e y 'l l  ¿top bugling. The Ho ¿hi-dan and Hokoku-dan ahe abnohmal people, 
we can t  judge them fbom oua common sense.

you know why they want to go to Santa Fe and Blsmabck? They think I f  they ahe ¿ent 
to Santa Fe they ahe sube they won't be dbafted and they ahe sube th e y 'l l  go back to Japan.

(I commented on how foolish this was., since there appeared  to be almost no chance  
that the young men from Tule Lake would be drafted.)

The people say, ’Me can’t  tbust the Ameblcan govebnment. Thelb laws ob counts we 
can't tbust.

Me Japanese undenstand that whateveb happens In camp the dlbectob w ill thy to solve 
the. phoblem In favob of the govebnment, But we know the govebnment wants, to tbeat us falnly 
and that's what we want - only falbness.

Jl i .  I lived in Los Angeles about fourteen years 7]
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Welfare Difficulties

Only a couple o{ weeks ago, Bagley tilled not to give financial old tq a {amity where 
they had stopped Mocking. The way I t  Is , {on a single man a{ten they Stop wqnklng, they 
don’t  give {Inanclal old {on two months because the government belceyes. he should have 
saved enough to support hlmsel{, On 16 dollansli But {on a man with, a {amity, they don 
give {Inanclal old {on a month. Bagley titled to keep a man with a {amlly dnd children 
{on two months. The whole social wel{ane got madl CBagley had to give way on this issue, x

Best and Kyer

The camp people say that Best used to be a gandenen {on Mn. Myen.

President’s Death-

Hr. Itabashi then asked me very confidentially if I thought the circumstances of  
Roosevelt’s death were entirely above suspicion. I said I didn’t kno w, He then said that  

the people were saying that he must have been poisoned.

While he had been talking a baseball game was. started on the field just opposite  
Itabashi’s barrack. He asked me if I would mind going around th e hack of his house because  
of all the people out there. Wonder how long it will take i n Tule Lake, until this, fear  

of being thought an inu dies down?


