


JAPANESE ==

My grandparents came t o U.S.to stay -
some didn't dare to back to old country -

Maxy Japanese - ronghdy—SEOEd-came gene ation later - as several explained

with a five year plan - work terribly hard - m=x
enough money to be well t do in Japan and return
gEept becoming 10 - 15 - 2 year plan -

by 194k -~ about 80,000 young people born in U, S.
Born in Japan - Issei - first gen.
U.S. Nisei - second generatic =~

Since parents hopes so hard to return -
forced their children to go to Jap. language school - learn
He if could afford it sent some back to J, to
be dcuaticn -- callé d kibei
literallu - returned to America -
in usage -~ Japanese manners - spoke J, flunetly -

Even more J. #mmegr ted tc d¥yxme - red ly established - % of the population =
Hawali -
Nxxek Japn. Nisei were older - had served in World War I -
More self- assured - mmxEx - took it for granted were
Ame rican - you did not push a Hawaaiian Jap. around.

In 1930's - Japanese Ame icans in U. S. %wo disadvantages --
1. Ironically - because worked sc hard - =mmnt saved - efficient
especially in farming -mk more successfulthan White farmers
mEERx some White farmers ver hostile -

Those dirty Japas they work so hard theycomkexxymmnactx

a white man can't make an honest living -

I _onic because contrast to I dians - {

Teachers - Bur au a1Wiys'teliing I dians if you' only werk ha d
and save = get ahead - problems solved -~
Hah}

2. Secon probem -- Sino-Jg anese war -- Jaan. taking over Macchuria
treating Chinese brutally --
general feeling - Jzpanese milita iests - daigerous bunch -

In 1941 I was 29 - grad student - at U. of Calif -
For severalye rs - everybody I knew somehaw hoping we could avoid
war - Nazi Germany seen as big threat - also worried about

Japanese taking over in Asia -

Dec. 7, 1941 - writing a term paper - Sunday - radio music - Japane e
plains bombed Pearl Harvor - battleships - hundreds killed
surprise attack -

Declaration of wa r -- b3ackout -~ raticning - madatory courses
for war effort -- Oriental hisotry and first aid -
Vivid memory of landlady -- Japs will land and we'll all be raped.

Precisely how it came about that Fed. govt. decided to take ®m unlawful and
appalling step of intering all the Hapan. Americans on west Exmx
coast will probably never knowh ==

Morton Grod ins - placed most blame on Calif. farm pressure gro ps and
newsapprs -- (read )
also were voices rais d against -- 18-19.
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Recent years -- young historiamns - trying to show it was the military -=Commanding Ge
John Burling xmx Asst. to Attorney General told me that major factor had
been overwork and confusion - each dept. in govt. believed others
had approved it ==
OREEXXX
Though Army rep rt - sounds as if General DeWitt weally wamxkmpkxswwakwing
was one to initiate swaawking -- kept harping and harping --
S*c., of War = Dept of Justice - agreed
President signed executiveorder - auutorizng Sec. of War to
preserbie r stricive areas -- fribm which any alnd all person
to be exclusded -~

Final R ¢ mmendations of the Commanding Gene al - Western Befense command and Fourth
Army - Submitted to the S“ cf Wa - Feb. 1L, 1942 --

Read p. 14 --

Appliecd to Areas on Pacific Coast -- not others in country -- never to German, or
Italian -
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notacts of trasason (Hawaiins not)
Calfrpnian farmers and conservatives --
k&% calmer heads prevailed -=

b this xxxw unfair -

race is an enemy race
Jananeso will not turn
Hes.. The very fact
and confiringg
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Army nawng got 1t turned ‘gver
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selocate the good in Am *lad -~ lock up the bad

all Japaee to X
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Meanwhi e - having impounded all these people -- 126,000 -~
War Rel. At or - - Dppt. of Interior =--
How - in what way to xeimtmxdwpEnkheEmxix repaace them in American societ =
crudely - how get them off their han#x-- worrysme example of Ameri. Incians

Voncern with howxmmxizxws other Americans would receive trem - is sent to
non-western areass ==
Ccncern so that any who might be Pro-J, fanatics = not let loose to commit shbbag e-

THEIDEA OF A QUEBTIT NA RE * TO determine loyalty ==

If loyal == serve in army of relocate
If 1dal to Japan == kept in separate senter andxexgakx sent over there.

Army defined it as a favor -- permitting Japanese Americans to serve --

Questionnair of rMie ctfiens -- headed ASELECTIVE STRVICESYSTEM -
For Females and No Vit - -- was headed WRA Applica ion for leave dlearance =--

7

READ QUESTIONS --Ra (7

draftdxfrcm beh&nd barbed wire -
for Issei - meant they had no citizenship at all -
for all -- fear of immediate forced relocation nkwx into hostile areas =

Still rc arkable thing
in some ceters- Proj . Dir, Respected Jap. leaders - explained ==
went smoothly peop e sighed -

but in most there was tremdndous turmoil - and in ohe axxkw Manzanar a rict =
Families split =
Some Exthkeexzxxx Nisel denounced Amer. gotbt.
Some - Issen and Kibei -- - #Emx speeches abt. loyalty to Japan
Some Niseil - spoke for wisdomof saying yet ==

Ih sever 1 centers - men who spoke for signeing call d inu (dog - stoolpigoeon)
assulted and beat3n up.
Dept. of Justice mreested several hundred agitators -- suppos d to have been
betr yed by inu ---- 4
‘ T ings were just genrally a j® mess. 2 )
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Yo enter this kind of citiuzti nas college student to do field work
especially with instructions to report all people said -- was not

easiest job in the world --

I had a terrible time =- ncbody would takk to me --
Japa. were haveing a worse one =--

Did not realize that they did not dare talk to me ==
because ones who had said they were loyal could not hexkummxkxx-afford to
be honest -- had signed in a wait and see attitude - every Japan vicotry
made them cwnde 1if wrong --
and because anyome seen bei g friendly tc a Caucasisn - likely to be suspected
of bein inu. =--

For 3% mohts scarely anyboyd taled to me -- Dr. Thomas head of study kept sendi g
reproving letters - why no data =
as close asever in my life - to havi g amental mxaxkiwg breakdown -
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In camp several months time came -- to ship out disloyal --
@ere given hearings -- opportunity to recant --

I got first bright idea -- being pressured to talk to Yes Yes - nobody talk
why not see what happens if try to talk to disloyal

Knokced on dodor - half - invited in - pour cut their feelings --
Lost faith in America -- no future - here --
others franker-- no jobs -- gmxkmx¥x parents to support -
family and did not want to be drafted --

very eloquent statements == p. 94 - 95 -
Ope young man even wrote me as essay of 30 pages --

Taken o f by train - I went wt sce them off -- waited about an hour - inces sant use
of trai n ctoilets -~

IN November - read in pg ers about terrible Jap ricts in Tule l.ake ==
by disloyal people - Called in the Army
but letters to me different story =--
one man sent back -- much more like demonstratio n-- bery curious
then read of whole center gone on strike -- what's going on.
In x@xmedbxiteing mixmsa i nkdockz hxixnanxaxt sk de neb sexwExxLEex

Late Jan. s id Dr. Thcmas could send an observer -- nobody to send but me
no Japanese -- men refused to go --
I wanted te go - out of plain curiosity and excietment -- find out what went on.
Vlry little trouble in people talking to me - know some - intro. to others
st wanted to tell their side of stody

Here's what happend

£ P

Dislayals moved inte center - flrst thing they(ild was behave like
gebuine demoncrats -
elelecter rep.bedy -- committees - investigate center
Akppneazhedx electeéﬁ repe apqroaced Ad. with requeszts

hoA AKX

!

Ad. teahved with 1ncréd1ble stupldlty -
Jap. Rep. with incredicble makxmyxixsxx innocence,
believed it mattered that they proceded democratically

BMess -- Proj. dir. get panyic cxkixm stricken - turned center over to Army
arrested-allof the repr esena+;vas




Next morning pecple come to werk as usual
several thousant -=-
peor seodiers hadn't been teld -~ thought this was a riet
threw tear gas at them --

—.everybedy mad and went on strike --
Neg. committeee couldn help -
Army hunted aut ani confined all elected members of Daihoy Sha Kai
in special s tockade --

Now peonle rcsally mad - had a couse - won't give up strike tiil you
release respr sentaatives, :

Sit. awful for Army and WRA - had to have laber to bun the camp - no ga bage
ac ceal - neo hospital - nc secretaries -

pecle h&d out swe months -- WRA got a group of well meaning collaboraters
suggest a referendum vete --

VCOORDINATING COM'ITEE ** Original reisdents - Ceop managers -
voted to give up strike by barest bamjoiryy -




That's when WRA let me in te start field work --

knew many in center -- XX saw immediately that sit. still very bad
most people felt undfiairly abused - called Ceordinating CYn
a bunch of inu - steol-pigons - teadies to the
administraticn .

MOST IMPORANT POINT IN HISOTYR OF CENTER # by confiing leaders of
DATHYO Sha had lecked up most of mem who believed in demecratic
processes - do things in a relatively reasonable and decent way
bargain and compromise --
Joy ;»,(./ }‘r’,;p;« ' " v, , Ny -
Seon found out that there was a ‘of undergrgund fanatics -
petiticn - a new segregaticn -- for these truly leoyal - release
——es_detainees - sep. fence ==
others confined in fence- for fence-sitters.

just come to excape draft -- or wait and ®e

Ad, not not grant peeieition -
instead - advise of anthropolegists = treated people reasonably well
more food - mxxexgmixx more entertainment -
but pernle still refused to emkx elect a new and genuine rep.body
our rep. are in the stockade.

Get to knew scme of R segretationsis group very well -
Mr. Yamshita - moustances - Jerry VUellna -
dominiering lady. Mrs. Tsuchikawa - ¥ Madame Chiang Kai Shek
really wild -
mist bring up children to be Japanese - can'y do it in these
camp full of inu and fence sitters --
it = we who ate true Japanese - Yamate Damashii
called anyone who disagreeed with the imu --

Also, of crurse, knew many other people well --
critics of Reseg. -- folk waiting to see which way wind would blo =

My best friend - man who hélped me most was a Haw iian Japaese -
Joe Kurahara - about 50 had served in world war 1,

kind of man he was - p. 367 - Spoilage -
had seen some of articles he'd written -
The man who worte those was either very honest or crgzy -- Laughes -
Kurihara was a very brave man -- »

"
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Might have smoethed out -- except for 4&ragic accident
Y Seldier shot youmg man in the stomach -- really senseless - ‘ 3
S, W /s -’L‘T’l'f,,
Terrible effect on the peogle - thoagh Ad. did what it could -)j W e H

d ¢ AL~ s a— 13

|
everybedy - even sanest and kindest peop'e began to talk about the imu i

- /0“.-1 ¢ )]

When we came here thought no mppe imu but now you see them aerywhere
Reseg. spread all sorts of stories - men they dislied Ceordinating
Commitee - were imu, -~ betrmining peeople to the ad.

I a herrible way - pecple njx enjcyed heari ng of beatings and se
" did I -
Ad made such a mess - served them right -
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worse three mor beatings -- I had about all I cculd take
went to Mr., Penn - Assist. P eoj. direcotr and begged him to have Ceop
give a refund -- i -
He said he'd begxmixkitem ask them te but theY're books were in crder
But he alse teold em that the Reseg. Grotp had teld him that thmxwxw
things m ght be worse - there-might be murder
The next nig t- General manager of Ce-e- found in fromt ef barrack deer
knife pushed threugh larym th base of brain

people redlly terrified -

all Jap. pelice resgiend - ;
Ceord committg:/and Xoop men - wives and children fled to hesptial

s g. went about with xmg-knowing smiles -
/.!'

People praised the murd # I fEhEnkhensamexway -xx \\\k

Saw refugess in he$pital - eyes liKe peo-le being taken todeath -
I thoydht - scrves tw€m righ

se people ha%fhégz goed tc me - courteocus - Mr. Sasaki given
me Aranlation of all minutecs of Daihyc Sha Kai -

peorle soon began to feel ashhamed -
I, so full of sl f-rightous blindness - toxx write reports - make an assertien
about how pec le felt -
support it by quotes which said the opposite.

Had identified with strikers - and with super-patriots -
Accepted false Japanese ideclogical model -- swallowed it whole -
Powdermaker similar exp ri. i eolegical centricity harder to combat than
ethoncentricity --

Laex—of understanding - crazy € if-rigeeo stiess-» identify with imaginary
True-Japanese -~Llalwiys behaVe se” colld nOt be identified as
cowardly or #racillanting fence sitter - which was
- what mostpetole were.

Rp way to aveid it - hapoens to jou -
Comfort -- and advice - always - whether sense you are a little crazy or not
keep verbatim notes -~ get sane again you'll have them
keep on talkingto as many diff. peo-le as possible -~ really couldn't
clos  my ears tc what pecple told me too long

helped by bizarre incident --

cut letg.
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In middle of all this disorder - over murder --
representative of American Civil Liberties Union arrieved at center

W hap happened -- was that some mf men confined all this time in
sotckade xkk without charge or trial --by Army -
had decided to appeal to ACLA --- not a very true Japanese t ing to od --
Kuratori - Tsuda - Kai
nothing happened - wetit on hunger strike - in fact on two - with
this threat and perhaps worl of ACLA were xgX finally red eased
my job to try to get to know them - their spbtyr only
they knew smme of details of what happened ea leir --
hood
Got to know some minor leaders well Mr. Kato -= real kmxxzxixt and agitator
Mr. Kuratomi - quiet - scholarly =--

Also Mr.Kuratomi - was helping me ~-- suggested that I become awud nted with two




Three months later an anti-fanatic - xotxk

Introduce you te characters ‘n the drama -—-

Already menticned Mr.Yamashita - moutaceos - one of major leaders of Superpatrets
Bu t is ti'e accepted me as hisotrian for gropp -
told me everyt: ihing good doing - study of Japan -
drill for young men like men in Japa. Army -
Japanese Sprit --

Also from beginning had been gmx friends with Mr. Kurihara - very diff. men
Hawaiian Nisei - 50 - servied in army in World War I -
volun:-eered - very rude -
spokesman at uprising at Manzanar - intered as dangerous
wonderful man - kept up on all pelitics - but cut of them -
liked to discuss them -
one of most admirable men I've ever knwen

1
he sugzested I get te know two other men - kyg.L--/Ypbcﬂ4‘/uﬂ ' 5

On was Mr. Kira -- really head of ganag of beaters - and probably murderers
big shot in Resegreation group
went to seeh him - rather oftem -- flabby little man - smoked glass Van
to sit had to bow to Japanese flag -
bragged about how he erdered the project director around -
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Mr. Kur. also recommended Mr. Itabashi - they were friends
devcoted member of Seicho-no Iie - sect Believedin faith healing
didicating life to planning lecture tumr in Japan
what good th ngs America had done for Japan -- not just evil ..
very r easonable and kind man -- but if reas. and kind in T. Lake sounded
a little cracked --

Mr. Kato -- he was young man - Kira's leiutenant -- hid own gang
had been sec. to t e Daihyo Sha Kal --
helped me with minutes -- very brave voung fellow --

e 3

In Sept. about 23 months after murder of Hitomi - Rese. came out with new
and much more strin ent peitition --

immediate repatri. and renunciation of American citizenship

found out right waay b cause Mr. ‘uwimwm Yamashita showed it to me
beferehand and asked if he would set intc trouble -

No - but I knew that most people i n center would signit -
Really a flep == peo~le had just about had it -
Loud complaints to me -- but did not dare cmpplain to anyone else
ne pkw policie - everybody knew what had happened to Hitemi

Rese.g pushed on -
One said - We have killers in our eorg.
Mr, Kira % Dai no mushi wo tasukeru niwa
Sho ne mushi wo
The little bugs must died so that the big bugs may live.
Boys -~ go ahead - we will protect you.

One mar group of men did speak out openly -
elders of Seicho-no Iei - Mr., Itabashi =
he told me he had advised boys not to sign - not te do vielent things
Told Kira himslef - The Ja anee govermment is not sc marrow minded as yocu."

Uuunhh. M r. I. there are dange cus men in camp
Laughed - ThEn¥apaxexexsex When Jap. bark they don't bite.

Three menths later coeming from churhc .- he and three cther old men
brt ally beaten up with clubs and a hammer,

For ten days I didn't know I.had been beatn u - just =mmwmxiim
Tt kem oAy mE Do X nEeRX
EERX RN JXNEX
heard three pecple - knew they were 1p to it again but not who,
lots of visits -
additicnal probelm - Mr Kate - told me ho did not love his wife

sc meek - mmxx and old fahsioned - he liked spirited and brave women
gliomenknredxmtx blushed furiocusly --

didn't know wha to de - a dangerous man - alse not very bright - more dangerp
invaluable responsdent -- never cculd keep his mouth shut.

XieMeanwhile since hadn't seen him for a while called on My, Kuriaha
stern - not say much -

told me in shaking veice how Eira had had three men beaten up - with

clubs and a hammer - it was the act of a bunch of cewards.
one of the men ¥ou know - Mr, Itabashi.




Se

T heard this my face got cocld £ all I saw was myself running the three miles
te Mananar secticn where Kira lived - grabbing him by feet.

but I'm ashamed to say - so well trained - kep on taking down Mr. K,
words vorbatim -

cite them here - p. 137
Resclved to try and stop this terrcrism - private vow to get even with Kira.

Breaki g primary rule cf fieldwork - non-interference --
II liked K'd have told them go to hell
AwywocRxh R iEme R Xm X e R xxX
Menawhile - son of man who had talked against petition Wwas kifled.
not killed -

went to see MnxnKakmxoex Kira - crazy sounding boasting -
I was afraid they would kill Kurihara - he woul | not keep quiet -

Just how and when -- ?
So I went tc see Mr. Kato -~
Dirty trick -
reading book about bmsknxs® bushido - ®x how I admired gxExk heroes
grzat sacrifices to preseve their honor -
he got the hint -
{ But much later - genuine des. of samurai - alughed and laughed
you really did feool him - bushido does not apply te
anynxaXakimwxiikz relaticnship "etween men and women
xx# T didn't know this and Katc didn't either

but ncnetheless told me all about the great plan - twelve imu in cone night
really shew everyone Reseg. meant businessx--

ancther big mess c¢f beatings -

called cn Penn -~ he knew it too couldn't do anything - Ad voncined everuthing
peaceful.

went to see lMr. Kirihara - told me not to werry -
sept out list of all Kira had done -~ to friends cutside center -
if murdered - turn it over to authorities --

I still worried - but underestimated Mr, K. aweek later hea d that
Mr. Kira had resigned positicn
Kato told me - orders had come no more baattings -- very annoyed at this,.

Kurihara dever did tell me what he'd done but leared from Mr. Itabahi and
another frredn --

K. had sent message to Xira tc come tc see him
go-between -
What di yéu care what we do tc pelple in camp so leng as we let you alone

3% % 3 3 % ¢ 36

One important point -
activist
Fieldwork r - recording what going cn - or as action anthropologist
Relatively incpompetent and inefficient - not understand sit. false xk
ideological view
Impressively effective - both as recorder and sctivist - when I did -




During Aug. early Sept - really dismal and discrganized -
Mr, Kurihara suggested I might &alk to two people

Mr. Kira -
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Not=6eerApmy—=="DUtL TIDETal PIalRers =—number-ofamthropeI6F15ts. -

A tr mendous ruckus =-
tr ated n this fashion -- are willing to enter Army immediately -
XX RXRREX -
Issei - never permitted cit. - now renounce Japanes
great majoirty of people terrified to leave camps
m eant for many starting ' life from scatch in alie
likely hostile communities =-
LEALE CLARAANCE FORMS FILLEDOUT AT SAME TIME 3
mass meetings - wild sppeeches - advising not to resis. or say No
Dept. of Justice arrested the agiators -
betrayed by stool pigeons -
IN OTHFR CAMPS - no trouble =- largely made clear did not mean
@ THCHGMHTHOPTE HMOISMCMEMAMPMOMTMAMCN *HICTEUC - have to relocate immedi.
Had e xpected 3,500 volunteers -- got 1, 200
ﬁ@a@a&mm@ﬁ&&m@@m&mm&mmf HoRRBEEEER0REPL Of
%88a8880baceamBsr K30
jad expected everyone to say YeQ - got 20,000 =~ refused to say }oyal
d 1adrayradn senttec dies menerbiRnS e B e8aonx lxngnxgxmxmpmxhxm
Yes Yes -~ No No happened Feb.- March 1943 - after a year
g I staxxmdxkowent “to camps in aximdxhiwmsxsx July - simmering down
unvers ties were draary - unex01t1ng places ==
115 was a terrible time to begin partiicpant obs. - as
outsider or exmwxm® worse, if rcepulv( Japanese-

In sprin

But th

y piesed=off with US. govt.

changhes,
1t only to people
and interemed as
talk to bright eyed co llﬂ'u students
study attitudes.
stoll 4
Thomas s

To~appreciate something @f what hapsened Knew something of my backg
Nekkiw ¥mxyx Very Alittle I learned at/Univerity < BA in Anth.

was .of (any ielp tec me.

But my pre—colle%o life experiences had prepared me-

Like wany - maybe mos
echnically

logist - really a specialist in rural demography
- planned the study left for other War work -
what Jap. Americans were doing
attitudes =




heard term participant observaticn iever read to lectured
iewi hever heard
icture - value systems =
n rudimen s of statistica

Studied anth. with/K;c:.wr and _Lewie -

about diffusion, dfvention,-kinship systems, pri
Darwin,/ TylopyTorga Beds, Coon,Childe, Kroeber,

gﬁ};ge* 1 variante”of ghosl-80Fies -~ published

not much vslue understanding life in a dententionc enter -
tried to put 4 PO Cdl/tKEKXX to use Dr. Thomas

W h =

his field wxperience was my pre-colle
to 23 lL”Pu through great depressi
on
.l ; - 1),;3
: g
oh s ?nral JPR prcjects -
years in Mexican slum area =-

-~ cannot underss and or explain pu
nger siblings through high school and into college
asily discouraged - not afraid to work hard -
1 ed to M:rk ‘
Paet of Work at settlement house ecreaticnal leadersh ip
whehver\I opened my mouth at meetings 1cbody paid me no mind
worked as well as any - bu ever get a job at it because
dnxpres remkxekxrk did nct work
artigularly g ood with delingquent girls didn't think
o irritating - by age 26 - decided to get some coll:cge
clicewcman - 2years of Jr. J
- police work

ad =~

make up\my min an do something incredibl patience-

rsation
it out - get HS diploma in one Semster - go to JC - tak

college requirements - through in two instead of eight j
OREXXEXR a gre

Never been ahp ier than that evening - like heave n -
Always study real hard so William Kellogg would “act regret what
e et kicked around so on relief --

credibly hard - one semmester - | hours sleep
teaching J sical ed. on XRRAXDLWRA - i

acher in high school -
: yBlcs,
hard PhsEd t
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Was cEmmERRUXmXaEEAdX unusually competent
intellectulally
partic. well in Pphs Ed - only if needed
.veness -
Team Hockey - C in tap-danci

Get a._scho 301D perdlDidell TS s ster - work.for.board. .and room, -

went. tc teacher.in Politl.science.l regpected

always..saying how.foolish U. S..was.- 1936, 37 -.nct.te learn.anythin
o ] ]
about Asia - .Bhina and Ja .an - nkkgRy hardly anybody. came-

Asked me:what I wantedoto be=: he:sdfd Rosalie Your'resa feol
neve spand- it inyschool. system =
beprmExax Wwork omnuniversity level.=- -real B.
went ilnto wash=room and.eried/ =
brother said-what the hell - if fifink always.be.a Ph.Ed teacher =--
rs take care gf themselves - brok a job with eletric co.
take caregof my. motue
what to major in - PnL51cs, uhrman -~ discoueaging veryrhard to.get job
net: sure:why I olceked janthrop logy
Chinee students not deliquent -~ liked:. th e Mexicans. -
Xl nor thacher:there 4o discourage me
|

Ay not -~ sibli

Prefs Lowie was kind |
saw little of HKpoeber -: begause of gossip: -
eally amazed him -—- thwpht l was & phenomenon~: «baffli.g and, amusing
The war;preovided enesoccasi’n,I swaw Peof.:Kroeber emstatically happy -
Depte . of  Anbis r ceived small,funds for Army Specialized Training Pr
anthros xkr help in war effort
told us anthro. that apthopelegy ent
trained anthops. in demand allsover the
irony - that it happened -- to greaf 1011 and divisiveness among
anthros - today -
rtly after star

ting this K,,suffered a heart attack

Cal gebting more and more tlepid and,dreary - almost all grad. students
gone - but me -- 2 real nale coreks =-
students left .were rdally unisspiring --
wild have gone into Waves; except refused me because;eyesight.was nct. 20-20,
angry then - but.damp glad now-

In spring of 1943= Kroeber told me jobrwas aas
in Ja. relcoation centers + Iwas very i

a

than boresome life in| Berkelye- 3

I

When relocaticn considered = group of social scientists seize
splendid opporntun ty.for res:a:neh
interdisciplinary -« plit. sci. social psychologists, economists
coopertated in research prop sal and received abig wad of money =

all the men of stature left - other more interesting work --deveoled on
Dorothy Syaine Thomas - lecturer in sociilogy - professor of rural sociology
no connectli n wtth anth. -- a big mistake
neverr are mere BA do EEQEE_EQ a £ I . in ancther dept.

All field workers - were Japanes cept Rober 1 st
year and left- I was to take hi jol ound 1 WDO
ore than twice what T made as a tegching SS 1JJ11L-




Told later Dr.

known how diff,
t knwo - nevér bgden in a center

I"Tistened $£ her instructions -- ngver give an iunformation
community analysts

read vo)Yumes of 'field nofes’'= notfmuch *help’=" really confused

took few m nths course/in Jap ./[languge - from a Korean -

had 1" gotten atent would have made me very unpopular -

Farewell ¢c&11 on Kroeber =<
several Xk anths. compliained
¥kx I don'y beleive t em -

from my

thegy were not told anything -

5]

experience -~ didn'y listen - didn't undersfand-

K <idid T know afdyone in centefs -go forfhelp if ndeded’it,
Y g

Blithely - péople recmmenddd by Spencéer -- Ki' nét guch impresse
i/ /

Warmed me abéut the terrible heat = wothin
I'laughed -

I had exeperied
Bitamin B, F="You'll need morefthan vitamin Bs

Did net'r Alize =it was K, whe felt
congérned --
I felt/dispacointed tlak @boxt heat
sending me off withewords of
inspiring cheer.

repsonible -='knew mor than DST
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A LIMITED STUDY OF THE KEIRO HOME FOR THE AGED

What Keiro is

For over four weeks I have been working with a fellow student
as a participant observer at the Keiro Nursing Home in Los Angeles.
Keiro opened its doors in July, 1969, to serve the needs of the
Japanese speaking population. The title "Keiro Nursing Home"
translates, "Nursing Home for the Respected Elders," and with them
in mind; i.e., the Issei, Keiro functions as an 87 bed unit for the
rehabilitation and convalescence of the aged in a culturally oriented
environment.

Oriental food tastes are considered and the morning and evening
meals are Japanese in menu and style.The mid-day meal is usually
American $tyle, but does consist of rice (gohan) and green tea.
Special items such as Tsukemono (Japanese pickles), rice (both
wet and dry) and Okazer (mixed vegetables) are on the menu.

The physical environment is also moulded to Japanese taste. o
There is a large garden planted with bamboo, pine{/ggg_pium_in__u___@ﬂob
suggest all the subtle meanings of ¥ shochifufail.“~Most rooms have
smaller gardens or patios to carry out this theme and the feeling
of serenity. Mobiles and various forms of Oxégami are in evidence
throughout the building. These were made by either the patients
or volunteers. Japanese newspapers and magazines are available and
Japanese music can be heard through Homecast radios in the rooms.

P ff

The Japanese preference for baths is also considered and each
patient is bathed, not showered, at least once a week. Even the
physical therapy approach is uniquej no machines are used, The
individual is encouraged to rehabilitate himself through his own
efforts in cooperation with the physical therapist. Results show
that patients respond much better to treatment when provided with
this ethnic background and approach.

The staff is generally Japanese speaking. The head nurse, an
American, does not speak Japanese, but her rapport with the staff
is such that this does not seem to present a problem. On the shift
we have worked, the nurses, aides, orderlies, and others are
Filipinos or Koreans. They all understand Japanese, but many speak
little, if any, English.




The volunteer women, a very dedicated group, the social workers,
and the administrative staff make up the remainder of the personnel.
The volunteers make afghans, slippers, floral arrangements, and feed
the patients. The sale of items made by them helps maintain Keiro.
My understanding is that the social worker is a member of the staff
of UCLA and is paid by UCLA. She is a member of the Asian-American
Social workers, and graduate students under her supervision perform
many functions from admission to group therapy.

The staff has been kind, polite, and more than generous with
their time. However, I did encounter two problems. The social
worker seemed to resent our being there and having access to any
information., I believe this had nothing to do with us personally
but was and is a professional problem - (1) We were anthropologists,
(2) We were doing our work independently without supervision, and
(3) We were undergraduates. The second trouble we encountered was
being drawn into a luncheon discussion with two Nisei women about <
the legalization of marijuana. There coolness to our suggestion ,2‘,)
that it be legalized has been a deterrent to at least our total (>
effectiveness and communication in that area is now more limited.

.5

Patient Configuration

Before our study is finished, we expect to have more information
about the patients than we do now. With the exception of one man,
known to be a graduate of the ToykO Art Institute, we have no patient
background material. We do not know where in Japan they were born,
their educational or social background. This, I consider a limiting
factor in any evaluation or interpretation. Last week I had time
to quickly scan the records of thirty-nine patients. The results were:
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Only four out of thirty-nine were on Medicare, and I have been
told very few are on Medicare. I was more than a little surprised
to find two divorced and one separated males. I believe this is
rare in an Issei population and I hope to inquire about these
situations before I leave., I also noted that male protestants
belonged to the Methodist Church while female protestants were
Presbyterians. Mr. Owens, my teammate reports that most of the
orderlies were Presbyterians. I'm not sure there is any connection
other than the fact that Presbyterian missionaries must have been
and still are active among emigrating orientals.,

The total patient population is statistically divided in thirds
as far as diagnosis. One third are terminal cases and will die.
They are at Keiro because of the need for constant care which their
families cannot provide. Another third are there to be rehabilitated
and then to go on to a residential or intermediate care facility.
These are usually senility cases whose families find themselves
incapable of coping with them. The last third are released to
their families and go back to the family residence. Some patients
come from long distances such as San Diego, San Jose, and even
Chicago and Dallas. The average person at Keiro is in his eighties
and two are over 100,

Male and Female Interaction

My reporting of interaction at Keiro is again limited by a
language barrier and the physical and mental condition of the
individuals involved. I have tried to separate culturally oriented
behavior from senility or disease-caused behavior. This has not
always been easy.

Overall, there is a general lack of modesty as we know it,
Neither sex seems overly concerned about breast or genital exposure.
Neither shows any concern when orderlies or aides of the opposite
sex bathes them, or when observed by fellow patients., Once in awhile
I have witnessed ribald behavior on the part of a woman in regard
to a man. In one particular instance, a very dominant man was
shouting because he was angry that he had just had a second bowel
movement that day in his bed. An old woman in a wheel chair waiting
in the hall roared with laughter and told him he was getting what
he deserved., That is the story I got from my translator. I had
the impression, however, that her reply was a little more obscene
judging from the overall reaction from the staff and fellow patients.
Another woman told me strongly but quietly to ignore a man demanding
attention since "he's out of his head." I think both women reflect
a cultural attitude of no longer having to cater to the men because

—0f their age, but I believe each approach was probably an indication V
of her social background, especially since the later spoke fluent
English.

\




It has been pointed out to me by the administrator that most
Issei men prefer their own company. This can be observed in the
hallways at mealtime when there is little if any conversation
between the sexes who are seated in wheelchairs waiting to be pushed
into the. dining room. In the dining room the men insist upon being
seated together, and I get the impression that the women enjoy being
together. In the physical therapy room, where patients who have to
be hand-fed sit in geriatric chairs, the sexes are mixed, MOst are
too sick to care. Last week, however, while I was feeding in the
physical therapy room, one quiet English=-speaking woman laughed and
told me not to pay any attention to a man. It happened to be the
bowel-movement man, this time showing off to another man by claiming
to be a friend of Tojo$. He also between bouts of screaming at
the food and the way I was feeding him, tried to tell me he was
Chinese. He admitted that he was only Chinese for the day., I
think he was testing me. Many of the volunteers seemed afraid of
him., With the exception of the two of us, all volunteers are Nisei
or Sansei women which perhaps explains their fear or respect for
this man.

I have noted men clapping at the female attendants for service.
I have not witnessed this behavior toward male attendents. One
gentleman who usually arrives early in the dining room seems to
sense that I have a language and identity problem. As I arrive in
the dining room with each patient, he quickly points out their
"proper" place. I always bow slightly and thank him which he seems
to appreciate. It is not very hard to sense that we are a source of

amusement to both sexes. I'm sure that being tall and red headed is
a cause for many of the stares - behavior which younger Japanese
would never condone. They also enjoy my misuse of san.

Further Observations

I have a few random observations. In general, the men are more
agressive and demanding of attention. The women tend to be docile
and quiet. However, I have observed two women who are completely
anti-social. One woman in particular is a constant source of
irritation to the staff, and both women refuse to eat with the others.
They take their meals in their rooms alone. Possibly both women
feel socially superior or rejected by their families or maybe both.

I also noticed an increase in the volunteer staff at lunchtime.
I was told that these people were relatives who came to feed their
parents or kin., Many appear each day and a few for every meal.
Some of the patients become extremely irate if their families do not
appear, even for one day. They feel this respect is due to them. I
understand the concept of oya 70n and ko but wonder if maybe this is
- not an exaggeration due to illness or senility.




We were told by the staff that the Issei were reluctant to
accept any change and actually fought rehabilitative innovations
which might be culturally new, Women resented having to learn
needlepoint but in a true Japanese manner once having learned,
they did exceptionally beautiful work. The daughter of one man, an
artist who had suffered a stroke, asked the staff to teach him
rug hooking. When his wife learned of this, she became enraged at
the idea that he was doing "woman's work," and the therapy had
to be discontinued.

Another observation, this one of polite behavior, occurred when
I returned an English speaking, distinguished looking gentleman
in his wheelchair to the wrong room door. (Orderlies must put all
patients in and out of bed.,) When I discovered my mistake, I
quickly apologized only to be told repeatedly that it was his / v
error causing me trouble, embarassment, and extra work., Even
though I assured him that it was no trouble, I have the feeling
that Japanese custom would have involved a more intricate response
pattern on my part.

Staff and Volunteer Conversations

Because of the language barrier, a lot of our information has
come from the Administrator and volunteers. I have to thank all of
them for their cooperation without which we could not have operated.
Talking with the Administrator enabled us to get certain statistics
and information such as the social services function which was very
interesting. Although disbanded now, a few months ago group
encounter sessions were held under the direction of MSW. The
problems that came up frequently were about the concepts of
nursing; e.g., why were nurses different than aides and why couldn't
everyone give medicine? Another problem was the facility itself.

Why wasn't it free to all and why were they there? The major problem
was Medicare and Medical. All patients were against welfare of any
kind. They didn't understand medicare or medical and wanted no part

of being known as a welfare recipient even though it might be necessary.

We also noted that there was little conversation between the
Korean staff and attendants and the non-Korean. They more or less
stayed to themselves and ate alone. Since they are working in a
Japanese oriented home, age old animosities does not seem like a
logical explanation. I am more inclined to believe that they are
more comfortable from a language standpoint with other Koreans,

™
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In areas other than Keiro we noticed vast differences between
Nisei volunteers and the Sansei administrator. _The Nisei insisted
_they are Americans and always were. One woman didn't even know where!
in Japan her parents had come from., They showed little bitterness
_about thelr stay in World War II. 1nternm§ni_9amp§ and_had great
praise for their pggent'q_sacrvflres.;,Ibey could not understand
the Chicano movement in L.A. today. They felt it to be un-American.
The Sansei administrator, on the other hand, seemed to resent his
parents and_grandparents not protestlng the injustice of the canps,
Interestingly enbugh, even though he has a M.A. in Asian Studies
and runs a culturally oriented home for the Japanese aged, he has
never been to Japan - only Europe. One Nisei woman commented that
after the war her father influenced some of his friends against
returning to Japan in protest against the camps by saying, "You can
show your love for Japan by not returning now and taking food from
the mouths of hungry people." A very good example of the individual
"in his proper place" for the collective good of Japan.

Conclusions

It is really too soon to make any definite conclusions., As I have
said before, we are operating under the difficulty of a language
barrier, senility, and illness. Since we feel an obligation to
work rather than just observe and get in the way, we have had little
time to try translated conversations or investigate case histories.
We try to do something different each time and try to meet and mingle
alone with different groups. I can make very few conclusions other
than already made except to say that all people are human and respond
to loving care., However, I see these Issei people getting more loving

\ care and attention than would be given in an American style nursing

/ home, and probably, as a result, responding and living longer. This
I cannot prove now. I sense, not unrealistically, ahﬁﬁgkztype attitudes
i.esey, strong traditionalism, "everyone in his proper place,"
even a certain air of the declining Samurai. I am tempted to conclude
that these people are more-'Japanese' _than_ their modern rounterparts
in Japan since they brought with them the tradltlonal values or value
system of an era which no longer ex1sts and hence, were cut off from
change and growth in modern Japan. I think that the need for a Keiro
points out how much these people are loved and respected traditionally
but, also, how little acculturation has taken place withj the Iscei
community. Something at Keiro is reminiscent of Sonno Jbl - a keeping
of the Barbarian out - a keeping of the old values - a pollteness and )
gratitude toward outsiders but a quitetude and serenity that comes /¢
from knowing that the old values will enable one to be loved and Vi
gently cared for until the end of his days. AL 4
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WHAT HAPPENED AT TVLE LAKE -

4
18,0 -/édults and their children -- Wmmx
Rgfused to swear allegiance - renounce Exkixmwxaxg allegiance to Japan -
(to be confined in special center until arranged for expatriation -=-

N

Major part of lecture what hpppaed in this so called disloyal center =-
remaining 100,000 plus =
some slowly relocated=-- mainly hung on in centers - until forced out
many male Nisei volonteered for Army service -

Pop. of Tule Lake -
First 3,000 - who refused to move -- even if Ye-Yes -
500-t6 1000 - really made.up their minds to go to-Japan -=-
some - 3 better future -
some --a few -- a dishonor”to serve country that had treated them so,
great (majorty +-/12,000 -
Exzx 1 would s#&y - mamy saw T. Lake asplace of refuge -
N—" put off de€ision!--
could bring wp - unjust treatment abuses - whenever needed moral support
takks as display-
Bro gh int from 8 centers- Full batfallion - watch towers - exactly like Nazi
newcomers - found T. Lake in awful shape - fithy -~ boarding taken -
bitter cold - food and hopital inf. to others centers -
moving is always hard on people --
Two weeks after first came in - truck of farm workers turned over
marx several injured - 1 died =~
pigs are living beings
Many people horriéded and indignant - famr workers struck —- all but pigs
Acting with speed - authorities - always find unbelievable -
Poeple caal d block meetings-- elected block represcntatives tmx
rERX Baihyo Sha Kai - Representative Body -
committees - inve, hospital - labrined - emwmmkix housing =
ask for improvements =
Also committess asked for public funeral for man who died
Ad r fuesd =~
held it anyway -- Ad turned off the address Pystem --

Oct. 6 - seven men selected by DHS - met with ad., list of grievances =-
Project Dir. Mr.Best - pmkx stalled - meanwhile calling in vod nteers
from other centers - to break the stt rke.

Nov. 1 Dillon Myer visit - Natiooaal Dir. of WRA -
Ne.g C. seized opport nity - great demonstratio s - t ousands came =
very frightening to ad., -
Myer put them off with promises --

Iogmmxati xgeakakiesx -
Ayong all people -~ this kind of sit. encourages - the vainglorious hoods -
act on impulse - without atuthorty - bust up something =
Group of young men - dEcidedxhrxskew thought food from warehouses being given
to strikees - stop it -- at night ruckus-
Panic striken Project Director called in Army to contr:l center --
Army put lin e of s liders -- later t build a fence --

Now == mMmmhxmemghenixxzextz None of people in center knew this ==
Thousands came to work next morning offices ospitals -
Soldiers - thought this was another demonstration - hostile Jpas
threw tear gas at them -- - all ran back bewildered

Whereas maj. of angry - or agressive people had supported Baihyo Sha Kai
now most of conservistives -- employed were sore and humiliated
Peoople went on a general strike -- no one worked o=




N7 \
Now this was af very messy situa ion because center could not function unless
Jap. worked - no coal - no garbage - no nurses - workers -
police -
Neg. between Army and Neg. Committee ==

But Army and WRA got bright idea that this ideal time to cut overstaffed work crews
had had plicy of spreading employment --
coal crew 300 to 90 = no work to agitators -

Neg. committee Besisted -- decided to hold mass meeting Army and NC to epask -
Night sessionn -- debate - jumped on Neg.C. - decide not go to mass meeing
but nobody told thep Army - vexyumsmx but did tell the block man.
announced that mornig
Colonel driven in - many soldiers - surrounded stage fixed b ayonets -
not a soul there -
gave everyword of speech to empty fireWwreak -
Nov. 1L
Next day / began to mxxmsk search for and arrest - members of DHS and any otlers
suspected of being leaders of strike ==
re-conftined them in a separate stockade ==
no formal charges or trial =-

Instead of weakening strike - this harndened many epoele's resolution -
if stopped -- abandoned their elected rpmxdkmx
out of giri

Maxyx Sthtle term -- here - if ask man to be leader -he accepts -
thEnxaardodnioaex you hae an honorable obligation to stand by him
to give up strike - would break this obligationn-

life in center very miserable - Nov, Dgc. - poor food - cold - no owrk -
nooaexkxx Why it meant so much to some people that I remembered.

Very embarrasssing - for Asx WRA and Army - Army didn'y want tit -
Push job back on WRA -
Must stop the strike
Were able becretly to approach a few moderate Jap, older men of influence
0ld Tuleans - managers of Coo®
finally arranged a referundom vote -- for stridk or against it -
8, 713 voted - against strike by only 473 - not verypropstinv s -

This time allowed to visit == b ’ -
not good - people beaten - inwardly agry =- ﬁxxgnxtnﬁ dwslllxsloned =
rep. still in stoackde - .
Coordi/ating Committee -- appointed by ad. - even mild people called them ‘i
xx imi =~ S‘

M Wfl) berrd, T

CCs most good and sensitbele men -- begged ad. nt to release men in stoadke
Adesaemrdeadn '+ Ao it e pocs

e

BIGGEST MISTAKE AND ABMITISTR TICR CAN DO * or votors
is to lock up and incapacitate the trusted leaders - men who
are respected and willing to negotiate --
courage and pri ciples -~

But “Ad. ccnsitently refused to release the Negotiaitng Committee and other
men - several hundred --

What developed - group of agk underground agitators ==
super-patriotic toward Japan - not scruple to terrorbxe the people
immediate repatria icn for favored group --




)

3.

Met them - talked to me for hours - their historian -- thought as G.rman
descenent that I sympatized with Nazis.

Some of these men of gcod inte tions - but got tied up with gangsteess

YO ng men - axxarwyxarkkimxx - hoods -

SpXRARXNNMEnEnARRkmnem xR X gEnrhRexnynka e
Read what like - 120-121 =

How do relatively small group of terrorists take control of a population --?

Hélped by tragic accident - truck worker shot
pecple terribly frightened - - Ad. tried - but could not dispel te rible
anxiety and amgexx:-unexperssed anger
Inu rumors -~ beatings -- by many kx by Resegregatio sit -
Worse and worse hysteria -
6 beatings - threatened might be murder -
P or Mr. Noma - from larynx to base of brain -

) iings fell to pieces =
g gll e Te?%lned o 2i3gieaag Ei?Wdren f2ed to hostiatl
Coord. Commi Coop oillcers =

1 tockade interrees
- rrived - consult with s
it S :Egohzg ggig o? brining suit for illegal retraint.

shame and regr t -

icns of
In few weeks people because to make expressicons

p. 1h3

It is a terrible thing to live in a community with no policé force
did not dare to make any cymlaint to adminis trtlrn - th _could not 'rotcct ytu

or four family -- 4 (——y) Mo @njy,
Must joina gang ==~ joi n the gang of y our ch01ce - %oeak h% - b Klliad "‘

don't dpeak up - enslaved.

ACLU * twohun er strikes - Ad, recleased the D,ihyo Sha Kai leaders =
they efused to become/members of the 1ncrea51ng7y powerful
Rese. group svitve or assume office
By now had Army of several hundered yo ng men drilling for service in
Japanese Army --

Reseg. enraged a t this - November - idea of Rinunciation ofCitizenship
teey began to expel members of the old Neg. Committee - calli g them
non Jap.
But Old D,ihyo Sha Kai had their supporters - and boys = NItsuho Kimura
black belt -- gamblers and sake- drinkers =-- soft livers ==

Phenomnal event -- the Gamblers and s ke drinkers rose agdi nst the Super pa triots
Amazing duel ==
Poor reseg. could only have them arrested -- given smspeaded sentecnes

I would have Iked to have seen them fight it out - .but then John Burling
with crew - arrived - insitutie proceedings for Renucn. 6f Cbtbzenship =
WRA with seemlingly ineradicalble stuipidy - invited others to begin

to prepare for Pelocation -

Super patriots - rushed ofo renounce right away -taunted those who did not
Spoilage 342 - terrified - fill df ullo f lead -
351 Nr. Inouye - in uniform refused service -
snowballed in panic -- 7 out of 10 rencuned --
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THIEMmmReEESS XXy
This happened ‘n Janua y and F b. 1945 -
fwxkx xkxskxysit This was a terrible time to be in camp - and
following months - more and more clea that Japan was lsoing
Ih May I was kicked out -- WRA made accusations -

Dropped Atomic bombs on'isroshima and Nagasaki Aug.
sent all these people t o Japan -- whercomreExJap. govt. confined them
in a center - no place for them ==

Tnen Supreme court found evacuation unconstitutional -
Subsequently Dept. of Justice permitted some to returhn -
FBI menh come to me -- people I knew ==




