


POSTON BUDDHIST TEMPLE

We hereby request your permission to hold a Buddhist
memorial service and an outdoor Bon dance under the sponsor-
ship of the Poston Buddhist Temple of America on August
from 9t00 p*m* to IIsOO p*m* iIn Poston.

The Bon Memorial Service is one of the most iImportant
guddhjst services* It is customarily followed by an outdoor Bon
ance

The origin of the Bon dance is legendary* According to the
Urabon Sutra (sacred Buddhist Bible), Mokkenren, one of the great-
est disciples of Shakamuni Buddhas was in great sorrow when he
discovered through his divine powers that his deceased mother was
suffering in the Inferno of eternal hunger* He tried to save her
but his own power failed him so he asked guidance from Sh&k&munl
Buddha* By following the teachings of Buddha, he was able to save
his mother* He was overjoyed and expressed his great joy iIn the
form of a dance*-— which was on August 15*

According to this legend, i1t has become a custom to have a
Bon dance in observance of the Buddhist memorial day.



O-BON MEMORIAL SERVICE

Saturday, Aug. 22

9 A.M. Memorial Service at Cemetary

— Poston Memorial Park

P_M. Outdoor Bon Service
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— Chairman George Yamaguchi

Opening Address— Chairman

National Anthem— By everyone— accompanied by orchestra

Sacred Chant ((unirai and Kannon Gyo) by all Reverends
Oshoko by family of deceased- during chant
and Rai hail by general assemblage.

Gatha— Right Meditation and Hotoke no Kodomo

Namu Shaka Muni Butsu (3 times)

Introductions— Chairman

a. Guest speaker— Mr. Wade Head

b. Sermon— Rev. G. Nagafuji

c. Introduction of Reverends— Fev. Nagafuji

Gatha— Ondoku San (twice)

Closing Words— Chairman

O-BON ODORI 9 P.M.
Chairman— Roy Yoshida

Pening Address— Chairman

Odori— Sakka Bushi

Odori— Kagoshima Ohara

Musical Selection— Orchestra
Address of thanks— Rev. J. Ishihara
Odori— Rafu Ondo

Closing Words— Chairman

SUNDAY
Aug. 23 9 P.M.

Chairman— Roy Yoshida

Opening Address— Chairman

Gatha— Hotoke no Kodomo— accompanied by orchestra
Odori— Sakka Bushi

Odori— America Ondo

Musical selection— Orchestra

Odori— Rafu Ondo

Address- of thanks— Rev. R. Sogabe

Odori— Kagoshima Ohara

Closing Words— Chairman
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GENERAL SUMMARY

"All the Buddhas teach the same truth
They point out the path to those
who goes astray
The Truth is our hope and comfort
We gratefully accept its
illimitable light."

--Paul uarus

The Buddhist religion was founded in India some 3000 years
ago by Prince Siddhartha, the son "of King Buddhodana of the
Shakya race.

Buddhism, like Christianity, is split into innumerable sects
or —-denominations and these sects frequently cling to their sec-
tarian tenets as being the main and most indispensable features
.of their religion. The term Nirvana used so frequently means:
an ideal state in which man’s soul, after being cleansed from
all selfishness, lust,, and hatred, has became a habitation of
truth, teaching one to distrust the allurement of pleasure and
to confine all his energies to attend to the duties of life.

As far as philosophical basis as well as ethical appli-
cation of their faith are concerned, the two greatest reli-
gions of the world, Christianity and Buddhism presents many
striking conincidence,” although, their mode of systemlzing
their dogmas are radically different. It is difficult to
understand why these arguments should have caused animosity,
instead of crbating sentiments of friendship and goodwill.

All essential moral truths of Christianity especially

the principle of Universal love, of eradication of things,



are in our. opinion deeply rooted in the nature of things and
does not stand In contradiction to the cosmic order of the world.
Some doctrines of the constitution of existence have been formu-
lated by the church in certain symbols. The educated

are usually estranged from religion since these symbols contain
contradictions and conflicts with sciencé.

The Buddhist religion is usually termed as Buddhism knows
of no super-natural revelations and proclaims doctrine that re-
quires no other argument than to "come and see,” Buddhism
Is based solely on the man®s knowledge of nature of things, upon
provable truth. Thus, such comparisons of the two religion will
be essential to distinguish essential from accidental, eternal
from transient, truth from the allegory in which it has found
its symbolic expression. Also the necessity of discriminatory
symbol and i1ts meaning between dogmas and religion, between
metaphysical theories and statements of fact, between man-made
formulas and eternal

The strength as well as the weakness of original Buddhism
lies in 1ts philospphical character, which enabled a thinker,
but not the masses, to understand the dispensation of the moral
law that pervades the world. Thus* the original Buddhism was
called a small vessel for salvation, for i1t is comparable to
a small boat on which a man may cross the .stream of worldliness.
But later, religious men with earnest conviction popularised the
Buddha’s doctrines and made it accessible to the multitude. It
iIs true that mythical and even fantastic notions were admitted,

but succeeded in bringing its moral truths home to those who



Incompletely grapsed the philosophical meaning of Buddha’s re-

ligion* Hence, a large vessel of salvation was constructed.

In either religion, Christianity or buddhism, the true

significance of both, iIs to bring into reality the maturity of

our insight.
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The Buddhist religion was fTirst established on June 10,
1942 in Poston. Due to various sects represented, i1t was dif-
ficult for each minister to pursue his individual conception
of Buddhism to the mass. The sects represented here are as
follows: Shin-shu, Shingon (G-daishi), and Nichiren. The mass
majority of Buddhist faith being Shin-shu in poston and the o-
thers iIn the minority, the temple was compelled to have each
minister concentrate his teachings to the original Buddhism.
Thus we adapted ourselves to say Namu-Shaka-Muni-Butsu during
our meditation. Hence, true American Buddhism can be propagated
without sectarian friction, which otherwise would have existed.

The vacation school was the first stepping stone where
true American Buddhism could be propagated to the younger gen-
eration in Poston. Therefore the Daily Vacation School Teachers
were subjected to two weeks training of American Buddhism, dur-
ing this period, emphasis was placed particularly on the Life
of Buddha, devotional education, and etticpuette which iIs essen-
tial in everyday life. A systematic schedule for each class
was also established at this time. These teachers were selected
by a detailed interview before being placed on the teaching staff.
The age differences of these iInfetructurs ranged from 17 to 24
years, with experience of being a Sunday School Teacher, etc.
These teachers were formerly from Imperial Valley, Boyle Heights,
Orange County, San fdego County and Arizona.

With a survey registration for those interested iIn vaca-
tion school, 485 pupils whose age ranged from 5 to 15 were re-

gistered. The representation of boys and girls were about



equal.
On June 29, our vacation school Inaugurated Its 2 month
session at four locales In Poston I and covered the areas

stated belowj

Blk. 6 —5, 6, 11, 12, 21, 22, 26, 27, 28
Blk.14 -— 2,3,4,13,17,10,16

BIk.-30 -—— 17, 18, 19, 30, 31, 32, 35, 36, 45, 46
Blk.54 37, 38, 39, 42, 43, 44, 53, 54, 59, 60

There were 420 students present on the first day composed
of children formerly from Imperial Valley, Orange County, San
Diego County, Riverside, San Bernardino, Coachella Valley, Ba-
kersftield, Delano, Boyle Heights, Arizona, and in the latter
part of July, from Salinas Assembly Center. Our greatest hand-
icap was the lack of materials: for example, papers, crayons,
pencils, etc. As time went on, these necessary materials were
slowly, but surely getting into our hands. The maximum number
of students were 620. This was during the latter part of July
when the Salinas evacuees were settled. On the final day of the
vacation school, 590 students were present. The decrease Iin
number of students were due to the following reasons!

1. Boys above 12 were Interested in softball games, and con
fXi1oted with the school schedule.

2. Startin& of the nursery school caused a sharp decrease
in the kindergarten class.

3. Girls around 16 were seeking employments of various
places.

The class that fluctuated the most was the senior group
whose age ranged from 13 to 15. Apparently the girls seemed to

be well represented In comparison to the boys. Mostly, boys

dropped jout In this class.
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In the intermediate and the junior class-ages 7-9, 10-12

respectively were the largest classes with equal representation.

In comparison to their age, the junior class caused a consider-

able amount of class uproars. This, 1 anticipated would hap-
pen In the iIntermediate class, but to my surprise, it was the
contrary* ¢he girls lead the kindergarten class by a large
margin.
The morning service which prevailed every day was as follows
1. Meditation
2. salute the flag
3. oing America

4. short message to the students by the minister
in charge.

incidentally, this ceremony was carried on outside the recrea-
tion hall. Each class formed two lines during the service in
order to promote orderly entrance to their respective class-
room.

Since all schools did not have the same schedule, 1 will
outline i1n general the standard schedule.

Monday: Morning service
Life of Buddha
Recess
Spelling
Recess
Arithmetic

Tuesday: Morning Service
Music
Recess
Handicraft
Recess
Handicraft

Wednesday: Morning Service
Devotional education
Recess
Art



Recess
Devotional ettiquette

Thursday; Morning service
Spelling
Recess
Sewing and woodcraft
Recess
Sewing and woodcraft
Friday; Morning service
Story telling
Recess
Physical education
Recess
Physical education
Each teacher was assigned to a particular class and the
director appointed a superintendent for each school.
The priest officiated in the capacity as follows;

1. Head coordinator of the school
2. Executive supervisor

Occasional trips to the park were made during the physical
education period where art sketching and games were played.

On August 22nd apd 23rd, a gala ceremonial festival, known
as the O-bon was held. The teachers and students participated
in this event by selling articles made iIn their respective
schools. The profits from the sale were used inpreimbursing
the temple for the use of materials. The following on the
articles, which were for sales; woodcarving, pin cushions,
artificial flowers, etc. Folk dances were prevalent at this
occasion. These participants were ¢mainly students and tea-
chers.

On the last day of school, candies, cracker-jacks and ice
water was served. Entertainment was given by the students,

teachers, and the ministers, (lifts wece pr esented to the

students who had a perfect attendance recofd. As usual, those
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who received fells honor were mostly girls- As far as the
hvgs, 2% *

students* intelligence and ability are concerned, 1 would rate

them considerably above average.

We eloofcforward in the year of 1943 to have another va-

cation school with better and smoother results.

Respectfully submitted,

Takeshi .Sato,

Director of Buddhist Vacation
School



THIS CONSTITUTION OP THE BLOCK Y.B.A.

Article 1 NAME

The.ngme of this organization shall be the respective Blocksl Young
Buddhists* Association« - *

N

Article i1x PURPOSE

The purpose of this organization shall be to propagate the Buddhist
Doctrine among the members and eventually to the Peoples in general,
and in it*s process to promote unity and friendship among the mem-
bers of this organization and community.

Article 111 LOCATION

The headquarter of this organization shall be established at the of-
fice of the Buddhist Church, 510-7-A & B, Poston, Arizona* The meet-
ing of the Block Y.B*A* shall be held in their respective block*

Article 1V MEMBERSHIP

The membership of this organization shall be restricted only to the
Young Buddhists of Poston 111*

Section 1
The members shall be composed of 16 years and over*

Article V OFFICERS
Section 1

This organization shall have the following officersi
President
Vice President
Secretary

Section 11

Other officers may be elected if deem necessary.

Section 111

The term of Off~oe shall be six months— January to June— July to
December, inclusive*

Article YI ADVISORS

The Heverends of the Buddhist Church shall be the general Advisor of

this organization, and for the respective block, a qualified Advisor
should be appointed*



1jgtiau vii
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AMS PRESIDENT OF THE BLOCK Y*B.A*

The Directors of the each block shall be the official representative”,
and the President* of the block shall be the official representative bo
the Senate*

Article VIZI MEETINGS

Section |

The general meeting shall be held at least onc$ a month» and the block
cabinet shall have the power to call meetings when necessary*

Section 11

A quorum of any and all meetings of this organization shall be the pre-
sence of a majority of the members*

Article 1X AMENDMENTS
Section 1

The articles of this constitution may bo amended by a two—thirds vote
of the members#

Section 11

To introduce an amendment to this constitution, or the by-laws hereof,
the President shall send a copy of the proposed amendment or by-laws
to the Executive Secretary at least 15 days preceding the block meet-

ing.

Note$ The duties of the officers, and the election of the cabinet
shall be followed to the accordance of the constitution of the Poston
11l Young Buddhistsl Association™*
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20th Edition

COMPASSION

The teaching of the
Buddha has been right
ly called the Religi-
on of Compassion, a
love extending not
only to mankind, but
to all forms of life.
We are taught that
animals and plants
are sensitive to pain
and that when we in-
flict other fo-
rms of life with su-
ffering, we degrade
ourselves .*

The Buddha says:

"As a mother, even at
the risk of her life,
protects her son, so
let man cultivate to-
ords th"e whole world
dove,below,around—

a heart of love un-
stinted, unmixed with
the sense of differ-
ing or opposing in-
terests ,n

Again, "Just so,all

-the means that can be
used as a help toward
doing right,avail not
the sixteenth part of
the emancipation of
the heart through
love ™
Some religions

teach love between
man and man. Buddhism
teaches compassion
between creature and
Creature *

list

If you would [like
to have a copy of the
Temple Bulletin mail-
ed to your friends or

mailing

yourself after leav-
ing Poston, please
get iIn contact with

MrseYoshimura at BIK,
or the Buddhist
ice at Blk* 45,

ATTEND!  the
Young People rs
GATHERINGS3

PEOPLEZ1S

JR YBA
INSTALLED

With Rev. Tsunoda
of Unit 111 officiat-
ing, the Jr. YBA held
a dual Installation

ceremony on Saturday,

Nov* 6 at Rec,Hall 2.

Respective cabinets
of the BIk.13,22, and
54 chapters were inst
ailed, followed by
the i1nstallation of
the combined Jr. YBA
cabinet headed by My-
oji Ode.

-.Community singing
rounded out the pro-
gram of the evening.
The YBA, led by proxy
Tak Nimura, served as
sponsors for the eve-
nt, Chairman of the
evening was Akira Re-

SECTI1ON

November 5, 1943

YBA NITE

A gala Bussei hig
has been planned feu
the evening® of No"mte.
14 at Mess Hall 30, tie
YBA office reported*

Tom Tanamachi 1s ser-
ving as general chair-
man ana various comm-
ittees are making plar
for an outstanding YBt
Nlte.

Many surprises a: *
talents are on calj
for the evening ano
everyone is welcome!

Further details will
be posted on this com-
ing event.

RESEARCH

dani of the Blk, 22 Nobuo Fukuaa h 2
chapter. been selected as t.e
new Research Chairmr *
Of the YBA follow!
WANTE D the aeparture of RMd-
cho Matsuaa, it il
learnea.
hWante%ah a gir%ffor
the . Bu ist office
at Blk, 45. If inter SERVICE
estea please come to The Nichiren lck -
Blk. 45-14-B. Shiki will be held Oj
Possessor of type- Nov. 12 at Blk.45-14-J
writer most desired. from 8 p.m.
r.
A FOOL are you i1f you think:
"These sons belong to me, and thi

wealth belongs to me,™
is tormented.

a fool

with such though
He himself does not b

long to himself: how much LESS sons and

wealth?

ON EARNESTNESS

When the learned man drives away van-

ity by earnestness, he,
of wisdom,
free from sorrow he looks upon ts *
as one stands on a mountain

rracea heights
the fools:
sorrowing crowd,

the wise,

climbing the
looks dromm upc

looks down upon them that stand upon the plaii.

.-, 4 .From

Dhammapada. ... .
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