
est1 s Soe ch On Au. 'list 15 , -est made his second 

on the outdoor stage 

public appearance on the project. He spoke/to a mixed 

-roup of I sse is id iiseis.jzi The speech was writ en Opler , 

the Social Analyst , accordin to the l a t t e r 1 s assert ion . 
current 

It took the for.n of -clarif.. ing/rumors , but also con-

veyed so le constructive information, too. B e s Z / / 1 

f ^ i l i i i i l praised the people for the cooperation they were 

giving on t:ie segregation program, which he declared was 

consecuently succeeding. He s a i d : 

" I t is evident that co-operation is coaling not 
merely from a few groups and i n d i v i d u a l s , "but fro a 
the entire colony, from every lard and neighborhood. 
It is obvious t o ' u s and to the American public that 
people of Tule Lake are already earning a reputation 
for noo d sens e , for so und judgmen t , and for di; ni-
fied behavior. Ey f i rst report to residents is 
very simple: Llake no nistake about i t ; the segregation 
program is succeeding . " ^ 

He made it seem as though the segregation program was 

inevitable and that upon its success depneded the welfare 

of the ev cuees. He at,id: 

" I t is important, for a l l of us , rid you par-
t i c u l a r l y , have a v i t a l stake in the ( success of this 
oro -ram. Segregation is not so leone 1 bad drea I. 
It is a aleo 'co I rnded by the Senate of the United 
States to guarantee the r ights of a l l of-^you—whether 
you are Japanese or American n a t i o n a l s . " 

Dulean Dispatch p p ile .ient, August 20 , 1cJ43 . 

¿¿¿6 dV v ^ •• -y U y v r ' _ 

The f i r s t rumor that Best dealt with was that 

N ise is who moved to a loyal center would be drafted , while 

those that remained in the se :re; t ion center would not be . 

lis answer was that Selective oervice was faUMiI 

a separate agency of the government from the Y.'KA, and that 

"there is reason to doubt th t there would be a hands-off 

policy in res >ect to the fule -uake segregation c e n t e r . " " 

Ibid 



The second rumor dealt with was that those who moved 

to </>j> another center would be forced to relocate . The 

answer to this from Best was unequivocal. said in part: 

"'.."ill the other nine centers he closed down 
immediately following segregation? The answer is a very 

strong; Ho. The Y/.B.A. has no intention of closing 
the other nine centers in order to force people to 
relocate . . There has never 'been any forced relocation . 
There never wi l l be."-^-

1. Ibid 

The third rumor was that the Army wfculd take over 

the control of Tale Lake after the segregation program. 

The answer to this was that the T . B . A . was "the agency 

responsible for the internal administration of Tale Lake . " 

The fourth rumor was that application for indefinite 

leave, aorrn 130 , was beinr used for the segregation e r ings . 

It was oointed oui that this was refuted in the Lisp?toh 

once before . 

The f i f t h rumor which was discussed caused the 

greatest amount of discussion later / by I s s e i s . Bes said : 

"But we were speaking of Tearings, and • b >ut the 
hearings there is a ajfth Humor. It" is s. id that i f 
i s s e i , who are not c it izens , answer in such a way 
that they go to a so-called loyal center, they will 
lose their citizenship rights, in Japan, and become 
men without a country. In the face of this rumor, 

I have heard that people are afraid of taking a defi-
nite stand; they are afraid of burning their b idges 
behind them. ~et'me answer this rumor by saying that 
your segregation hearings are entirely confidential , 
and are not seen by any of/her government. You will 
not be labeled as a resident of this center or of 
that one. we want you to make a ffree choice without 
fear of consequences. It is my opinion that after 
the war, no stigma will be attahced to the residents 
of any particular type of center. You will be free 
to travel, as before , and your records in W .B .A . w i l l 
be held confidential for you . " 

The sixth rumor was that he V/ .a .^ . would not s end 
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people to the center 01' their choice, -he answer wa. that 

the V/HA would do everything they could to send people 'to 

the Renter of their choice. Another rumor that was c lari f ied 

wa that there would be no jobs for those who a o v d to ano-

ther center, The answer given v;as that project directors 

from other centers had promised a fair ouota of jobs to 

those from Tule Lake. 

For his specch Best received some applause, / f i M 

It was notlQud, but it showed that he was gaining the con-

fidence of at least part of the evacuees, The translation 

of the speech was prepared beforehand and delivered by 

Father Dai , who did an excellent job. He wae able to eli-

minate misunderstandings caused by poor translation . 

The answer to the rumor about the draft was not very i> 

convincing, since Major Marshall had issued a signed 1 

statement at the time of the registration issue , stating-

that those who answered "no ,no" would not be drafted. i 

Even after the speech, many Isseis and L i s e i s were s t i l l 

. convinced that i f fyjLf i.iseis stayed in Tule Lake they 

would be less l ikely to be drafted than i f 1hey went to 

another center. The same sort of thing^ was true oT most 

oS the other rumors. Even though they were explained and 

refir ed, people s t i l l continued to believe that t' ey would 

be forced out of a center, that they v/ould not be able to 

get jobs in another center, etc. 

The only patt of Best ' s speech which oroduced i^wiedi&te 

overt esoonse thr-oughoul the community w&sri. he tried 

to explain the :'i th rumor. V/hen he se id th< t V/RA documents 

would be ke it confidential (himitsu) , he gave t' e impres-

sion that I seis would have something to fear i f the documents 



were af.de available to Js. oan. One of the dominant t ears 

of Isneis wat that i f they left Tule Lake they li-ht be 

l\ « 
considered disloyal to Japan. Best ' s explanation only 

r i U W 

inc ;eased that fear "block .a: c :;er o ia : 

"Whatever did Best mean when he said that the 
documents would be kept secret? Many people had made 
u : their minds that they would go i f they had to . 
Hone of them are going w i l l ing ly . .But i f t ey have 
to go and then try to keep the fact a secret from 
the Japanese govern lent, many of them don't want to 
leave. ' I 'm not sure what Best meant, but he shouldn't 
have said what he did . Bo we have to k e p the fact 

hat we are leaving Tule Lake a secret? " 1 

1# «H J , , u m l , August 1? , 1945<-#£T" 

Issei 

Another ifi expressed the same fear fiiare forcefully 

• •"A. . " I can 't leav= this " l a c e . I f you do vou're 

going to be considered disloyal to Japan. Best said 

that they would keep it secret whether you've been 
in one center or another, but how e n you keep a 
matter like that secret. You just can 't do i t . I 
tell people: ' Don ' t get fooled!' . What do they 
think we are , fools? (B aka ni shiteru ,ja nai kal 
ihey should make it clear that 7eo:le wi l l be able 
to go back to Japan eventhough they po to another 
center without having to keep it secret?)' In some 
other cei.ter so many people have a )o l ier for re pa-
triation that they had to cancel them after August 
50 because there were too many of them."^-. 

- ¿ A ^ 
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Ihe existence of t le fear of bein / considered disloyal 

to Japan on the part of Isseis is also "brought out by the 

following incident : 

"Mr. A . came to se J . S . with a copy of the family 
interview notice . .»Ie pointed to lines in the f irst 
paragraph, and wanted to .JIOV; exactly what they meant. 
They read: ' . . . T h i s action has "been taken in order 
to provide a place of protection and promote the 
general welfare of all evacuees who prefer to live 
in Japan or are known to favor the cause of Japan 
in the present hostil it ies or whose loyalties do 
not lie with the United States . ' Mr. A explained 

r . A . explained that these disturbing lines had been 

ailed to the attention or persons at I ending a block meet-

jjii^tiT^Block 23 . The feeling was that 

- that these disturbing lines had been called to the 
attention of persons attending- a block meeting in 

lock 23 . The feeling was that if leaving the center 
meant loyalty to America and "disloyalty to Jaosn 
they would rather stay in Tule Lake. Many had gone 
to cancel their interviews, arid the disucssion had 
reached Block 2 5 . 

" J . S . ' s answer ana explanation was significant 
because it served to allay the Block o n a g e r ' s fear . 
The same day the B1OCJ£ .lanager spoke to our other 
persons, and they too were satisfied with the ex-
planation. J . S . pointed out that segregation was 
announced as being done on the b is is of loyalty and 
disloyalty , t nd the impression was given that people 
had some choice in the matter. Actually , however, 
the only ones who had a choice were those in Group 
I I . All those in the other groups really did not 
hav a choice. Those in .'."•-roup I--the repatri.. tes--
were considered d isloyal . Those in Croup I I I — t h o s e 
who changed their answers or registered late--were 
considered loyal without any question. The only 
commitment iiif.de by Isseis had been to answer 'yes ' 
to Question 28--which was not a loyalty cue t ion . 
Since they were being r -quired to le? ve witho it any 
chice in the matter, they were only being stamped 
by the V/RA as bein • loyrl--they were not signifying 
that they would be loyal . After the war this fact would 
be published and msde clear to the Japanese Govern lent, 
so thr t Isseis should have no fear about bein ,'orced 

to leave Tule Lake against their w i s h . ^ 



She existence of this fear .of being considered dis-

loyal to Japan is probably very general a nong I s s e i s . The 

writer can think of only a few Isseis who are willing; to 

have themselves considered lldisloyal ,Cto Japan, and they are 

q x* ̂  3 ̂  ' 
polit ical refugees fro a Japan who are opposed to the/form 

are 

of government in Japan or/adherents of ideology unpopular 

in their own country. Since i .1 igrant -Isseis do not think 

of their count^v usually as >-<ng a f - s E i s t i ^ o r totali-

tarian nation a n d \ o t a democratic 

but look upon it as a model nat ion ) ^ to wh :ch\he~-
una u e st i cmingly \ ~ \ " 

owe their\loyalty, they have lit l e \ e a s o n for 

desiring to\be considered disloyal to their country. 

U H i Immigrant Isseis are immature in their p o l i t i c a l / / 

thinking, and usually do not lo k upon Japan as oeing 

fascistic or undemocratic; hence they have l i t t l e poli-

tical reasons for desiring to be considered disloyal to 

Japan. On the other hand, they have been impressed from 

childhood with the im:; ortance of being *loyalM t o one's 

with the importance 

country even more so ^ l i / f U H U M U H of a child res-

pecting his parents. "To be labelled " loyal " to America 

neans, as far as an I sei is concerned, ^t-hat he is not 

only ' d is loyal ' tohis country bu he is ' i moral ' and as 

such is pat to s ha me by all his ' r iends . " 1 

l."Y/RA I m s " by D . K . ¿>e Appendix 

It is a common observance that this less /on has been 

well learned by practically every Issei who has been 

brought up in Japan. Even those who say that they owe 

as auch to America as they do to Japan since they have 
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lived most of their l ives in this country, s t i l l main-

i* " 

tain that they are not "being d is loyal to Japan nor should 

they "be jZ^X/j^ des ignated ' loyal to America. 
i\ n 

Because of the reluctance of being branded d is loyal 

I s s e i s 

to Japan, who plan to leave Tule Lake must rationa-

lize in his own mind why he would not "be considered d i s -

loyal ' to S is country i f he were to go to another center . 

The most common rational izat ion : heard iif. a re : 

C "Ho Issei would disobey the laws of the united 
States . They1 v always been lair-abiding. I n that 

A . I ,.... sense they can be called loyal to the United States . 
W On the other hand, none of them are d is loyal to 

Japan. You can ' t use the word 1 loyalty ' or ' d i s l o y a U y ' 
to the I s s e i s because it just doesn 't apply to t h e m , ® j 

W Jty 

"Loyalty and d i s l o a l t y concerns T.' s> i s , but it 
doesn t concern i s s e i s . Anyway , to Japan i t ' s rot 
going to :nake an; d i f ference whether you 're in one 
sort of center or in a n o t h e r . " 

•C-N 

JS Journal , Augu.it 1 9 4 3 , ,/3 

m 

"When General, lerauchi passed through the ..est 

Ooast , I heard this from his very l i p s , -e sa id : 

' I f there should be a war between Japan and America,, 

I want £ou Japanese in America to help America and 

be loyal to i t . You don 't have to worry about Japan. 

Leave the f i g h t i n g of the war to those of us who are 

in Japan . ' I ' m sure that the Japanese in America 

have this in mind, what Ar . Best s a i d , of course, 

was very unnecessary because it disturbed the peo l e . 

It would have been better left u n s a i d . " 3 

A, tT '̂ I • npin 'or irrpr-rpr-rn b- ' - i t - ~ t • 

"How many people are there here who have enough j 

brains to lake ip t eir minds for t- ems elves . It s 
better for t1 em i f the Government mate up their 
ninds for them and told t- em where to go and what 
to do. xh s idea of ivinr then a choice is making 
the n miserable. 7'hoever a red thai uestion about 
los i n . h i s c i t i ens hip i f he l e f t fule Lake was 
f o o l i s h , but the Project Director w a s . f o o l i s h to op 
to answer rhe Question and say that t e documents 
would be kept secret . Lhe J...panese OT rnoent asked 
the people to find the best solution (Jensho s o ; 0 $ . 
;/hy should they be arhamed of oin to another center? 

11 nesr n£ 1 hat t he Japanese should take the best w.--: y 
out for hi ase I f and h i s f.. .nily, even i f the;., .^ve to 
bootl ick the Aetogf (keto ;no :iata o uguttemo)T~ 

V ^ V h a z v v . xjL V ik y a ^ " 
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Another jijf^fi^fi leader gave this as a reply when 

he was asked by some of his friends why he chose to 

leave Tale Lake: 

" I want to go where I can serve the most people. 

are 

-ere in -ale Lake there/fy going to be £0 ,000 Japanese. 

Outs.ide of Tale Lake there are 100 ,000 Jaoanese. I 

want to go with the largest group." 1 

Overcoming the fear of being jzf/̂ i considered disloyal 

to Japan in these ways shovs an independence of thought, since 

any act which could be considered pro-American was 
- -'in Tule Lake ^ 

looked upon/with antagonism rnd suspicion. This differed 

in different blocks, since people from the Northwest wen 

-merally kno?;n to be more M W pro-American than peoole 

from C a l i f o r n i a . In more than one liock, however, the 

waiter has noticed that those who were ¿tble to 

1 . t H k / H M H I 3y K. lake da, unrecorded 

All H i / Isseis who left -^ule Lake/ / / ^ / / o ^ were not 

able to free themselves from the fear that they might 

be considered disloyal to their country. Many of them 

left in spite of such a fear . Those who were confident 

that they were doing the ri ht thing by leaving Tale Lake, 

that they were just as 'loyal to Japan even if they did so, 

were observed to be -ost eon on among Is eis who were 

ed c- ted or intelligent enough to size up a situation 

for themselves instead of being influenced by what the 

majority of the people said or by rumors th t were circulated. 

Ot ers, of course, gave lip service to fyjl rationalizations 

0 ot ed above, i W M i i l M i U I M H U i l M i i & M M since they 

had chosen to leave Tule Lake for other reasons. 
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larger 

It is probably safe to generalize that a much 

proportion of the Issei population was seized by a fear 

at one ti.ie or another 'thai they would "be considered'1 dis-

loyalist o Japan than were able to rationalize their leaving 

of Tule Lake with confidence. 

Summary In spite of the fact that the mass educational 

program was placed in competent hands, it was not entirely 

successful in dispelling ¿¿^^¿i^/fl^jl/^.fifijifi/^'jijLfi^/^fSjf/ 

H m i i M I M t M U rumors. The confusion was 
much greater 
among Isseis yfyfyf/ than among N ise is . Individuals who 

th the administration,such ^s workers in 
socral welfare interviewers, 

on bullding ,^nd members of the planning 

st confuted by rumors. Those who did not 

eot within their own block were confused 

boafid 
have 
many 

the most. 

There was a realization on the part of the administration 

that the best policy to follow\was to give the peoole as 

much information as possible . i\hose handling the segrega-

tion program expressed fear that Y f they were not careful 

they would meet with organized resistance from those who 

did not want to leave Tule Lake. Besides making every 
\ 

effort to disseminate as much information as possible , 

the administration was careful not to us^e any form of 

threat in order to carry out the segregation program. 

The segregation center was pictured as b e i r A not too d i f f 

fe ent from any of the other centers. To carity out the 

mass educational program a speakers bureau, aji/ \information 

translation bo ri 
centers, Tulean Dispatch/^, pamphlets,/and outdoor\speeches 

were u t i l i z e d . _hese means of communication were noxt suf-
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Ward V I I Rumor 

the 

On August 13 in one of the blocks in Ward Y I I $ steward 

an I s s e i , got up and made the announcement in the rnesshall 

"before the block people which started a rumor which was 

never completely tracked to its source or completely refuted 

He said that he had received a notice to appear for an 

interview, and was asked to sign a paper , which he refused 

to do, was not quite sure what had "been written on the 

p a p e r / / ^ / he was asked to sign , he said , 1 > i 4 M - H ! I 

bafcause he could not read English . But he was sure that 

even i f an expert read i t , he would not be able to under-

stand it easily . H e thought that it was written in such a 

way that those signing such a paper and leaving the project 

would have to give up a l l claims to §50 , 0 00 or $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 of 

indemnity which was due them. Consequently, he asked the 

people to be careful of what they signed when they were 

called for an interview. The steward is also supposed to 

have mentioned: " It Si^p says that you can stay here i f 

you l i k e . " Some of the more vocal members of the block--

and there was a noticeable group of them—came to see a 

man who fcad received a notice for a social welfare inter-

view, but nothing came of i t . People in the block who 

had received similar interview notices j e x p r e s s e d fear 

of going for the interview, and some of them did not go. 

The block manager,^/ an intelligent Uisei lawyer, was 

consulted about the matter, and he consented to look into 

the matter. However, he was heard tell ing the same story 

to someone in the block and was heard relating it at a 

v.ard meeting. The rumor spread, but no evidence of tenuis 
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any/having to sign a paper was discovered. The vocal group 

then began to say in a few days that from the second day 

the paper to be signed was not produced anymore, but to 

be careful because it might reappear again v/hen ibhe people 

did not suspect, possibly when they had to sign for their 

baggages, since people usually did not trouble to read 

things then. The administration suspected that the block 

manager, who was known to be bitter and resented the WRA 

administration, had "planted" the rumor, but nothing 

UiMMiUIUUIMiilitelUMttl could be found to 

prove i t . 1 

I — — 
1 . JS Journal, August 16 , 1943 , #3 

sort of — 
On August 19 the same/rumor was st i l l floating around, 

and the Planning Board was trying to get hold of all papers 

which evacuees were required to sign in order to clarify 

the rumor. The rumor now stated that a l l those who did 

not sign a certain paper were not allowed to leave the pro-

ject and that two men had been taken off the stage for this 

reason. The Leave Office claimed that those leaving were 

not required to sign anything. Garter, who was trying to 

track this rumor down, was at a loss to know what to do, 

since i f he published a statement that the people were not 

required to sign anything, they would refuse to sign a 

document that had to be signed some time in the future. 

Consequently, the rumor was never completely refuted, but 

it was soon replaced by ^ f ^ f i more current rumors. 

2 . JS Journal, August 20, 1943 , #9 
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The educational program included more than is discussed 

in this section. Individual interviews given by the 

Social Welfare Department, for instance, was conceivably 

a process of getting the views of the administration to 

the people. The mass meeting held by the segregation com-

mittee too was a part of this program. For the sake of 

convenience, however, this section is limited to the ini-

tial period up to about August and to the attempts to influence 

the people through mass education. 
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Reaction of the Peopl 

educational 

constituted 

to view se; 

-tional program could hardly 

be expected to succeed completely in all of its pààses, be-
some of 

V c a u s e / t h e m a t e r i a l t o ^ presented H U M i M ! M ï / t U con-

\ tained germs of confusion, aside from the/ confusion ifrhich 

would result from difference in outlook between the adminis-

tration and evacuees, d i f f iculty in translation , lack of 

communication 

f a c i l i t i e s , ¿ i M rumors, etc. In stating more precisely 

at this time to what extent the mass educational program 

succeeded or f a i led , it will be convenient to note especially 
4 ^ , . , mind to present ; 

fPfit points which the administration had in ' 

1 . Reasons for segregation 

2 . Basis for segregation 

3 . Nature of segregation center 

Although some evidence have already been produced to show 

that the educational program I t t / i U / H t e t t M U H t U H ! 

was not completely 'successfully, the whole f ield will be 

reviewed, this time from the standpoint of the evaauees. 
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Reasons for Segregation 

Prom the very "beginning of the segregation program 

the popular explanation of the H U f c i i t t b i program among 

the evacuees was that it was a means to reduce the number 

of people in the centers. One explanation was that i f 

i t were determined that an evacuee were loyal , the WRA 

would use that as a good excuse to fa disclaim the right 

to hold them within a center. There was also the claim 

made by the administration that i f the disloyal were placed 

in one camp it would make it easier for the loyal ones 

to be accepted on the outside . Others merely bluntly 

stated that those in Tule Lake would be allowed to stay 

for the duration, but that those in other centers would 

be forced to leave it sooner or lateryfyi while the war was 

the 

in progress. The remark I M H t t i l U I that/WRA wanted to 

get r id of the evacuees was very often heard throughout 

the segregation period . Many persons considered themselves 

burdens of the government, and also felt that the WRA was 

trying to reduce this burden as much as possible . In 

spite of the fact that the administration denied this 

popular explanation time and again , it continued to be 

the most popular explanation of the segregation program. 

This theory was presented f irst by the most vocal jfyifflfa 

and argumentative individuals within the Colony, and then 

generally accepted by a large number of I sse is and some 

N i s e i s . This explanation was especially popular among 

those who wanted to stay in Tule Lake . 

Another explanation which was not loudly voiced 

and heard only infrequently was that segregation was a 
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puntitive measure for those who had chosen to put them-

selves down as d is loyal during r e g i s t r a t i o n . Such ex-

pressions a s : 

" I t serves them r i g h t . " 

"They should have known it was coming. " 

expressed by those who had answered " yes " to Question £8/ 

revealed that they considered the segregation program a 

It should be 

rp.^.p nhp.red 
Pleasure. 

lift f " 

had been broken down. The fact that some who favored 

such 

registrat ion voiced i f 4 H opinion ^ H t i I H 4 - i a s quoted 

above openly, showed that the gulf between the two groups 

s t i l l remained. On the other hand, even those who favored 

registration and who suffered I ^ H I ^ H i ! ^ 

b'"ing considered a t r a i t o r of the peoole around him did 

not express the opinion that the segr gation program would 

bring about any improvement. On the contrary, many expressed 

the b e l i e f that it would only cause more trouble for the 

people . 

The claim^ of the administration was that the segregation 

program was for the b e n e i f i t of the evacuees themselves. 

This most people did not b e l i e v e . The administration also 

claimed that the program was being carried out to enable 

those who wanted to be Ja a n e s ^ r o m those who wanted to be 

American, and many people found this acceptable , Others , 
especially I s s e i s , 

however, found this claim to be a source of confusion , as w i l l 

be explained l a t e r . 



It should be remembered that the registration program 

split the Colony into two opposing factions—those who f i 

favored registration and those who opposed i t . After the 

program was completed, however, many of those who opposed 

registration changed their minds, and also took steps to 

^ ^ i i / i i ^ i i l i i ^ - i l I register or to change their answers. 

Consequently, by the time the segregation program rolled 

around much of the harrier f ^ l ^ H I between the two groups 

had been broken down. The fact that some who favored 

such , ( 

registration voiced ffiiii opinion H i i - t H i M t a s quoted 

above openly, showed that the gulf between the two groups 

s t i l l remained. On the other hand, even those who favored 

registration and who suffered m u u i u H i m n m i 

being considered a traitor of the peoole around him did 

not exoress the opinion that the segr gation program would 

bring about any improvement. On the contrary, many expressed 

the belief that it would only cause more trouble for the 

people. 

The claimjzi of the administration was that the segregation 

program was for the benei f it of the evacuees themselves. 

This most people did not believe . The administration also 

claimed that the program was being carried out to enable 

those who wanted to be Ja anes^from those who wanted to be 

American, and many people found this acceptable, Others, 

especially I s s e i s , 

however, found this claim to be a source of confusion, as wi l l 

be exnlained later . 
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the loyal from the d is loyal . 

Basis for Segregation In explaining the basis for 

segregation, the administration confused the issue by pre-

senting several viewpoints at the same time. F i r s t , it 

attempted to avoid the use of the words ' loyalty 1 and 'dis-

loyalty'. i m ^ i i f . H f ^ l U ^ I '¿hen it i 0 0 j i j L / assumed 

that the people had already made a choice of^'loyalty" 

^ by their acts during the registration period , th irdly , 

it treated Nise is and Isseis a l i k e . 

In spite of the fact that an attempt was made by the 

administration to avoid the use of the words ' loyal ' and 

' d i s l o y a l 1 , they were written into o f f i c i a l statements 

and notices , which reached the people. In spite of the 

explanation that those who remained in Tule Lake were /dshose 

who*preferred to be f ^ ^ H O - / Japanese,1 ' most people under-

stood that the issue at stake was loyalty or disloyalty to 

two nations at war. To l i s e i s this was not puzzl ing , 

and accepted this fact without protest . X ibe is , too, 

did not question the appropriatejtfenss of segregating on 

the basis of loyalty H ! M t H i U H I to a country. 

It was among the ISSUES that there arose a great 

deal of protest concerning the bafcis of segregation. In the 

f irst place, they felt that it was unfair to assume that 

they had made a choice of " loyalty 'or "disloyalty to one country 

or the other. After a l l , as they pointed out, they had. only 

promised to obey the laws of t e United states when they 

answered 'yes 1 to Question 2 8 . At no time had they 
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H «i 
stated that they would "be loyal to the United States or 

'disloyal 'to Japan. As one Issei said : 

"Of coarse, we Isseis are considered disloyal 
even i f we answered 'yes 1 to Question £8, aren 't w e ? " 1 

1 . JS Journal, July 2h, 1943 , #11 

Time and ggâmn at discussions and meetings it was brought 

U 
up that it was unfair to Issei s t-o consider them loyal or 

^ M 
disloyal when they were citizens of Japan and were not 

eligible for citizenship in this country, 

iv M it ** 
Even when the words loyalty and disloyalty were not 

used, it was implied that Isseis had a choice in either 

staying in ïule Lake i f they wished, or leaving i t . ïhis 

choice was implied in such statements by the administration 

as : "Those who prefer to be Japanese. " Many Issèès ob-

jected to the fact that only two in Group I I were to have 

hearings and those in GroupsI, I I , and I I I did not . Many 

Isseis claimed that it was / f^fj : / unfair not to allow 

a hearing to Isseis who had not had a chance to express 

their real sentiment. When it was pointed out to them that 

this was the regulation or that i f a choice were allowed them 

too many of them would stay only to avoid the trouble of 

having to move, many Isseis explained the situation away 

by making such remarks as : 

"Of course, the WRA is trying to get as many 
people out of Tule Lake as possible . ïf /tie/ stay 
in ^ule Lake, they won't be able to get us out of the 
center, which they could do i f 'f^f we went to another 
cent e r . " 
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^ji On the other hand, one argument which succeeded 

in allaying the fears of Isseis was that they really had 

no choice in the matter of leaving or staying in Tule 

^ake. '/ Those in Group I I I and IV had neither pledged 

th eir loyalty to America or had signified in any way that 

they were disloyal to Japan. Consequently, i f they were 

forced to leave tule Lake, it could not be taken to mean 

that they were signifying their disloyalty to Japan. To 

those who wanted to leave Tule Lake, then, the lack of 

choicg was something desirable in relieving them of any 

responsibility in the matter. Gonseouently, some of those 

who could not quite make up their minds whether to go or 

forced 

not, were willing to be ¿^JtifLjL out, but Aid not want to 

go of their own volit ion . 

The use of the words "loyal*1 and "disloyal" toward^ 

Isseis just as it was being used toward Niseis confused 

I sse is . They understood that Uiseis could be expected to 

be/4 loyal;*: to America or'disloyal!'to Japan since they 

were c it i z ens of the united States, even though their 

I sseis different 
rights were restricted. However, / / / / were/ they f e l t , 

since they were Japanese citizens and were not eligible 

for American citizenship . To an Issei ' loyalty ' or 

chusei was a fixed relationship between a subject and 

his ruler, or a citizen and his country. Consequently, 

he could only conceive of his M H t being considered 

"loyal'V only to Japan. As one evacuee leader explained; 
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"Chusei'T is a good and practically the only tran-
slation for " l o y a l t y . " Bat the same term has atre-
mendously different connotation in the mind of I s s e i , 
due to the traditional ethics of Japan, in which Pa-
triotism is the center of morality. ' Right at this 
point we are dealing with the fundamental difference 
of national consitution between U .o . and Japan. 

In the traditional Japanese ethics "Chu" and "Ko" 
are the two highest virtures and at the same time the 
basic principles of moral l i f e . "Chu" jfyiji/ is the 
loyalty to one 's ruler and is applied for houselhold 
master, feudal lord, or national ruler , that is Em-
peror. 

"Xo" is the f i l i a l loyalty and is used only in 
reference to parents. Furthermore, it must be noted 
that according to the traditional teachings, the highest 
type of "Ko" is found in the absolutely unoualified" 
"Chu" , namely to the mind of Japanese the nation comes 
before the Family, and one can be loyal to his own 
parents only by way of being loyal to his nation . 

The term for Nation or County is Kokka (Koku - ka) 
"koku , " meaning "country" and " k a , " meaning "family" 
or "home.'.' The underlying idea is that the Nation is 
one big family of which each individual family is a 
small part. Without the country t ere can bi no 
individual family exist ing . Therefore, to obey one 's 
parents and forget his duty to the ruler of the nation 
is as a matter of principles an unethical conduct. 
Whever conflict exists between loyalties to the Nation 
and to the parents , one must choose that toward the 
Nation and by so doin he is attaining to the highest 
type of "ko" to his parents even against their w i l l , 
wish or desire . 

It i s , therefore, extremely important to note 
that " loyalty" in the sense of "chusei " is more of a 
collectivistic virture than a personal one. 

In the mind of I s s e i , "Chusei" i s not a .matter 
of personal choice or preference as to which country 
be should be loyal , but as a member of the country 
and no other country whatsoever. This means just 
one thing in reference to the Issei under the Dresent 
circumstances, namely as long as they cannot be 
and are not American citizen they cannot pledge 
th eir Qhusei" to .America. And it is not a natter 
of their personal choice either , jl^jt/tft/fyfa/ / 
. . . T o be labelled " loyal " to America means, as far 
as a Issei is concerned, that he is not only "d isloyal " 
to his country but he i s "immoral" and as such is out 
to shame b a l l his fr iends . 1 

1 . V/HA Terms by D.K. See Appendix 



SB-Af-IV-46 

Some Isseis protested the fact that the words ''loyal1 ' 

and ''disloyal1 ' were used toward them and insisted that this 

was i m p r o p r i a t e . They said that it applied to N i s e i s , feat 

1 
not to I sse is . 

This stir that was caused among Isseis did not affect 

them a l l in the same way. Some Isseis wil l ingly accepted 

the fact that they 7/ere considered disloyal to America. 

Others feared that they would "be considered 

Z-MJ HZfeki'^ZitZl disloyal to Japan. S t i l l others were con-

fident that even though they left Tule Lake they would not 

be considered disloyal to Japan. 

The ones's who declared that they were loyal to Japan 

M U / w e r 6 largely those who had decided to stay in 
"boasted 

Tule Lake. Many of them of the fact that thyy 

»1 »V 

were showing their loyalty to their country by staying. 

Some taunted those who were leaving by telling them that 

thy ytfwere going to be considered ydisloyal" by Japan. Some 

said that i f they stayed in Tule Lake they would be rewarded 

by Japan after the war with indeminitE^s, while those who 

left Tule Lake would be/Less l ikely to receive them/ or would 

not receive them at a l l . 1 

1 . 

By and large it can be said that a large number of Isseis 

who remained in Tule Lake were wi l l ing to accept the view 

that those who stayed in Tule Lake were 'loyal" to Japan. 

In this group irresponsible bachelors, the uneducated and 

unsophisticated, and " latrine philosophers" were noticeable . 
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A great number of the other I s s e i s , especially those 

•who had not made up their minds definitely to stay in Tale 

4iake,were the ones who were disturbed by the stand taken 

by the administration. They were the ones who expressed 

fear that they might be considered ''disloyal to Japan if 

they left Tule Lake, who were relieved to hear that actually 

they had fljtjl/i no choice at a l l in going or in staying, who 

answered 'no ' at the segregation hearing, but were will ing 

to go to another center i f they were forced to , They were 

more l ikely to be tfifaiXi Isseis with family responsibi l i t ies , 

accepted in the c o m m u n i t y ^ / ¿ j z f j ^ ¿¿¿¿¿/¿fl/jtyi/ making 

very l i t t le trouble for others, not highly educated, but 
fa irly good 

capable of making judgmentsl Of this group some stayed 

jljLjL/tfjllfatyji/ in i'ule Lake and others l e f t . 

f i n a l l y there were some Isseis who did not H ^ i ! 

i U j i / b e l i e v e that leaving Tule Lake would make 

i* .< 

them disloyal to Japan or that staying in Tule Lake neces-

sarily made them^loyal to their country. 

Members of the Planning Board, who left for other cen-

ters , did not think that being in one center or another 

made them'loyal' 'or disloyal to their country. Mr. 0 . , yfyijrf/ 

/ an educated man without a family, took out 

repatriation papers, but he did not believe that the Isseis 11 M 

who chose to stay in Tufee Lake were any more loyal to Japan 

than who left i t . Mr. S . t educated, j i i f H U i k H H a former 

insurance salesman, felt that the mission of the Isseis lay 
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in staying in this country, and being true to America, i f 

1 
necessary. 

1 . JS Journal, August ,1943 

T . , c r a f t y , ambitious, troublemaker, with a wife but no 

c h i l d r e n , / H i H i H i l i H I i i f ^ U ^ I who opposed registration , 

but planned to leave the project, defended his change of 

stand by declaring that "loyalty or "disloyalty did not con-

cern I s s e i s . '1'hey were individuals who were educated or 

intelligent enough to analyze the situation for themselves 

and not be swayed by emotion or rumors. 
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V . Resettlement 

A. Introduction 

As we have already seen, the o f f i c i a l issue Af 

the segregation program was the separation of those 

considered " loyal " from those identified as "d isloyal . 

It was seen that many residents accepted the usage of 

the terms " loyal " or "d is loyal "—chusei or fuchusei . 

while others protested against the application of 
und er 

such terms the circumstances. aiaxsaxsKX However, 

many of the residents had read into the attempt of the 

administration to determine loyalty of evacuees what 

they considered to be the real issue at stake . It 

was widely "believed among colonists that the main rea-

son for having a segregation program was to force thos reloc ati on 

who orofessed to be loyal to leave the /centers . The 

ed uc ational orogram, even though far suoeri or to that 

which preceded the ill-fated registration issue, did 

not succeed in dispelling the minds of residents of 

feia notion that the determination of loyalty or dis-

loyalty as such was not the issue at stake. Resettle-

ment or the possibility of forced relocation , then, 

to many residents were the real issues in the segre-

gati )n pro gram. 

In certain respects evacuees who believed that 
were 

resettlement was the main issue at stake uses r ight . 

It was the resettlement program which necessitated 

the certification of those leaving the center as 

" l o y a l . " The creation o f the combat team and the 
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xxEHfcas± laying of the foundation for the eventual 

were 

drafting of a l l evacuee citizens wax primarily moti-

vated by the desire to increase the acceptance of 

evacuees in outside communities. 1 

1 . See Morton's report . 

WRA1 s increased emphasis on resettlen ent eventually 

-Yc&d, as many evacuees had feared, to forced closure 

of all centers occupied by the so-called "loyalV 

residents . Even though many residents treated the 

official reason for segregation far too l i g h t l y , they 

were able to guide their behavior according to what 

they considered to be the crux of the swwte»-resettle-

ment. 

With the exception of a handful of evacuees, 

mostly ^ i s e i , the WRA found it necessary toe in carrying 

out its resettlement program to coax* them to leave / 

the center. In the spring and summer of 1943 , follow-

ing the registration cr is is , and even during the segre-

gation pro gram, HprcBriatkxxf the administration made spe-

cial efforts to encourage relocation to outside com-

munit ies• The failure of the resettlement program to 

attract many families to leave the center contributed 
their 

directly to/remaining in Tale Lake, even by professing 

" d i s l o y a l t y . " Whys were evacuees so reluctant to leave 

not more accept the opportunity to walk out of the front 
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to go 

gates of the camp,/where freedom of movement awaited them? 

In this section an attempt w i l l be made to show attitudes 

supporting reluctance to re locaisis^ The attitudes of 

those who decided to resettle will be treated in a s e r -

rate section , Later the a&fcfcfcatexte influence of atti-

tudes to ward resettlement on the loyalty-ä:si± issue will 

be shown. 
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B. Attempts to Encourage Resettlement 

During the spring end summer of 1943 the rate of 

relocation was steady, but not high . (Quote figures 

at this point. ) The segregation program, which was 

announced in July, was not allowed to interfere with 

the relocation program. In f act , a special effort was 

made in Tule Lake to relocate as many evacuees as pos-

sible rather than to have them proceed to another cen-

ter . The response to this increased emphasis was 

favorable generally on the part of the Nisei only, 

while among other residents it only served to deepen 

the conviction that V/RA was preparing to force evacuees 

out of the center after the completion of the segre-

gation program. 

One of the first resettlement program which coin-

cided ^L th the beginning of the segregation issue was 

a forum by the Recreation impertinent on the subject of 

condition on the outside . The forum was conducted by 
which 

the Nisei section of the Kecreation Department, SUE* had 

±QCK chosen relocation as a topic for the f irst time. 

The forum was held at the outdoor stage on fctaiKKEHisg 

July 2 0 . The forum, unlike others, ssnts:± included 

entertainment and a speaker in Japanese, and attracted 

some Issei and Z ibe i , as well as the usual Nisei crowd. 

It was possible that the topic of XKSEtttExxx condition 

on the outside held soecial interest for those who 

to >k the trouble to attend. The speakers were bhuji 

¿imura (technically an Issei ) and Alice Mukai , who spoke 
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in English for the benefit of the N i s e i , D r . Tonness, 

4 Christian minister visiting the project , and Ken lasuda, 

an educated X i b e i , who addressed his remarks to the 

older people. The general theme of the speakers was 

that the outside was no t d anger ous, that ife, dispersal 

of Japanese thrDu^iout the United States was to be 

comed, that evacuation offered opportunities to seek 

one 's fortune throughout the country, and that everyone 

should relocate as soon as possible. Antagonism against 

the speakers was evident on the part of some of the 

audience. Some began to clap their hands prematurely--

a KHISMN gesture SCSESHK implying dissatisfaction with 

the speech. Others directed derogatory remark at the 

two sxEsricerx who spoke in EngLish. the remarks 

tesai'fl wcrr : 

An I s s e i was heard muttering: 

"He ' s too young y e t . " 

When Alice Mukai started to give her speech s itt ing down, 

someone was heard shouting in Japanese: 

"Get up and make the speech. " 

Watanabe, a Kib ei working for the Planning Board, related 

a criticism against the speakers that he had heard : 

I heard someone say that all the speakers 
aid was to t e l l people to go out without telling 
them what the conditions on the outside was actually W Ji/ .\ JC 
l i k e . 

Sh ira i , Issei and Executive Secretary of the 

Community Qouncil cr i t ic i zed : 
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You can 't expect young k ids l ike them to go 

out and observe outside conditions accurately . 

Ken Yasuda was careful not to give opinions of h is own 

strongly favoring relocat ion , and escaped extreme criti-

cism. D r . Tonness was outspoken in kts advocating lea-

ving camp, but was applauded. The forum clearly indi-

cated that interest in relocation on the one hand was 

1 

met on the other with s±KHs:x0fexrESEHfe:2iKH± opposit ion . 

1 . J . S . Journal , 7 / 2 2 / 4 3 1 . 

Another relocation speech was mad€ by a Chir ist ian 

ninisters on a Sunday evening, August t 1 5 . Father Dai 

had made a two month tour o f the country, and was pre-

pared to encourage residents to re locate . The group 

that he SDoke to was largely ¡nade up of church followers , 

and listened to what he had to say qu iet ly . Jhrtstifcns 

wLth.- thei r- lea&ers 

merB-' mos t likely- to agree/on- t he w ŝ-d-om-of 

fair 

Father Dai pointed tout the/adjustment being made by 

those who had already re located , and advocated reloca-

tion for others. Within the Christ ian circle Father 
RHSTX 

Dai^XKxjDcsnsiixrKEKixKd^xaciactxkfcs advice on relocation 

was f a i r l y well r e c e i v e d , judging from the higher rate 

of relocation among Christians than among Buddhists . 

(Substantiate with s t a t i s t i c s . ) In other c irc les his 

soeech was considered a rather bold act in view of 

the resentment toward those who openly advocated relo-

c a t i o n . H i s h i d a , a Buddhist , praised Father D ai for 

the bravery he showed in advocating relocat ion : 
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As His hid a later mentioned, ¿'alher Dai cer-
tainly had courage to urge people to consider the 
advantages of l iv ing on the outside. Uishida 
said that anyone who dared to speak openly for 
relocation in that way would be considered an 
inug. He admired Father Dai because he was think-
ing of the ultimate good of the people. 

Whenever relocation was mentioned, there were also 

evidences of opposition.^* 

1 . J . S . Diary , 8 / 1 6 / 4 3 #4 

During August the WBA made a special effort to 

relocate evacuees from Tule La fee before they were sent 

to other centers. I t was an attempt to ut i l i ze the 

necessity for a large number of families to move/ ' 

r e s e t t l e ® n t on the outside. It was believed that 

families which did not want to experience again the 

trouble of packing belongings and moving might be per-

suaded to move on to the outside rather than to another 

center. A number of relocation officers from off ices 

in various parts of the country arrived ±K early in 

August with offers of the choicest jobs in their posses-

sion for Tuleans. They interviewed evacuees desiring 

information about the outside. They put up special 

photographs and posters in the Placement O f f i c e , en-

couraging resettlement. Pamphlets describing «jobs 

and conditions in the Middle ««est were made available 

to evacuees. Movies were shown in various parts of 

the project, under the t itle of "This Is America, " to 

increase confidence on the part of residents who feared 

the unknown. When the relocation officers left at the 
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end of the month they announced that "more than 500 

Tuleans" had tas made plans to relocate directly rather 

than proceed to another p r o j e c t . 1 

1 . Tulean Dispatch, 8 / 2 7 / 4 3 

The d i f f iculty experienced by relocation officers 

in showing the movies of "This I s America" series illus-

trated the subtle manner in which resistance to resettle-

ment operated. Barber, who was in charge of the movies, 

was desirous of having evacuee guidance i n proceeding 

with his pro gram. He believed that since fear of the 

outside was the main reason for the general reluctance 

to relocate, movies of conditions on the outside w uld 

serve to counteract this fear . At a meeting with eva-

cuees leaders of the itecreat ion Department, he said : 

The pr imary barrier to relocation is f e a r , 

fear of the unknown. People who lived in one sec-

tion of fee country don't know the conditions in 

another. 

Sxxtxx Evacuee recreational leaders , mostly Hs ei , had 

been criticized for soonsoring the forum on conditions 

on the outside, and did not want to sponsor the novie 

program. The M 0vie Department did not want to show the 

films in the series because they were not suf f ic iently 

entertaining, and they did not want to be crit icized 

by those xttEMxHSprfefcx who paid to see the movies. 

Scenes showing work on the outside as a means of helo-
some 

ing the war e f fort , / l eaders HgrK*±% feared, would cause 

resentment among residents. Some of the evacuees did 
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not "believe that the films o^ scenes in the Middle West 

and East would be helpful in enoouraging relocation. 

Consequently the relocation officers ijsHHdxitonsKEESSscKy 

did not succeed in having the fiecreation Department spon-

sor the movies on a ward bas is / but instead held them 

in three different parts of the community.1 

1 . taqraasfcx±i:pc J .-3. Journal 8 / 1 1 / 4 3 , 8 / 1 2 / 4 3 #2 

The increased emphasis on relocation during the 

soring and summer of 1943 attracted so me evacuees but 

repulsed others. Some seriously considered the possi-

bi l i ty of relocating . Many were oassive. S t i l l others 

showed definite reluctance to leave the center. The 

emphasis on relocation had one consequence which was 

detrimental to the segregation program. It lent cre-

dence to the rumor that the WRA was primarily interested 

in reducing the population within the centers. 
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0 . Cons Id er ati ons fo r He loca ti on 

The attitudes of those who relocated from '¿'ule 
and 

Lake snadfc other centers will he described in another 

section. Here it will only be necessary to cite a 

number of examples to show the attitude of those who 

timidly considered the oossibility of re locat ing . 

Some relocated. Others found the pull from the out-

side not strong enough to counteract the impulse to 

remain. 

Boon after the registration crisis had subsided 
so me 

there were signs that /residents foad changed their 
they made dur ing the crisis 

opinion with regard to strong statements/about not 

wanting to leave the center or not caring whether they 

lost their property. Some of the residents noticed 

that others were considering the possibil ity of relo-

cating, and made comments which showed that they too 

were moved somewhat to consider the advantages of 

working on the outsidè. Mrs. J-shizuka, a/txsxrfcc&x 
woman 

yssHs: &ibei /married to an I s s e i , commented without 

k±±± showing bitterness on those co mtemplat ing relo-

cat ion. 

They think it is better to go and ,iake some 
money rather than staying in a place lii® this , i f 
by farming 15 acres they can be deferred from the 
draft . 

She was evidently refer ri ng ,£s among others, to the 

Kishidas , who lived in the sane block, who were con-

templating relocation . The fa nily had two sons of 

¿ct 
draftaTble age , one of whom was al y • ¿-a, college. 

1 . J . S . Journal 3 / 1 6 / 4 3 #1 
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George Kakiuchi had experienced extreme emotional 

strain during the registration c r i s i s . He lived in 

Block 5 1 , where he had friends from Placer County, where 

his family had a fruit farm. He was torn inclraxE by an 

attempt to cling to a number of conflicting loyalt ies . 

His parents were fearful that i f he answered "Yes" to 

Question 28 he wDUld be drafted into the Army and he 

w^uld be lost to them forever. Many of his friends in 

the heat of the c r i s i s / ^r isk refused to register , and 

some of them were picked up and sent to a separate iso-

lation camp. Within himself he had been torn between 

the urge to orotest against the injustice of the regis-

tration program and a desire to retain his status as 

a loyal c i t i z e n . During the height of the crisis he 

ard his family decided that the only solution was to 
abandon their hopes of redeeming to their farm and to 
be prepared to return to Japan. George was preoared 

tot to register and was ready to be sent to j a i l , possi-

bly for 20 years. His parents, fearful of the conse-

quences of imprisonment, persuaded him to r e g i s t e r . 

George registered "No, no" against his wi l l to satis-

fy his narents. After the crisis was over the ^aki-

uchis decided that they had been in error, and George 

HHS^xrKit changed his answer to " ^ e s , y e s " and applied 

for a leave c l e a r a n c e ^ George ;.d e si red to leave the 

center to attend college,, whi "h " " " ™ fii fflr M s 

A<Lp i i p.» t,i nn fn r i PAV p nipsr^n ne. ^ When segregation rolled 

around, his leave clearance had not arrived on the® pro-

ves 
ject . In spite of the fact that sfee desired to have 
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George £xB±s3ixfci: go on with his college education, she 

Expressed the fear that it TO uld be daigerous to allow 

him to leave the center alone. She was also still afraid 

that if he left the center his chances for being drafted 

later on would be greater . To the ixakiuchi family relo-

cation involved both college education and the draft , 

one of which they desired and the other they dreaded. 

Nothing was done about George's education even after 

they were transferred to fcfes: Minidoka . 1 

1. See Frank 's registration report. Also J . S . 
Journal 3 / 1 4 / 4 3 / #4a , J . S . Diary 7 / l / 4 3 #3 

Prank Nishida and ¿azumi Okamoto illustrated.-the 

attitude of Kibei Who were beginning to ad jus, z them-

selves.. in this country. Both of them werr'about 22 

years o f \ ? e , and had been in this coiyitry for about 

five years. ' Both had attended school during that period, 

and were table to vspeak English with some fluency, even 

to the ooint of beirip-. able to/teach it later to I s s e i . 

Even though they had acquaintances among Kibei as a 

whole, they limited their intimate contacts to xiBtdten* 

those with student interests as "themselves and associated 

also with U i s e i . Xn this respect F^rik had succeeded in 

adopting His ei ways to a greater degree than Kazumi?-

who learned t-6 jitterbug and attend dances, Frank 

/ \ 
was DtHXKXCTlrrsYKxtKt less 2EH submissive than Kazumi 

in behavior and he was not hindered in adopting Nisei 

ways bf his parents , vh o were in Japan."" igkaakxaa 

1 . ^heck on Okamoto's family. 
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Frank Histoids and Xazumi OJsamoto illustrated the 

attitude of Kibei who were beginning to adjust them-

selves in th is country. Both of them were about £2 

years of age , had attended middle school in Japan, 

and had been in this country for about five years. 

On arrival both had been disappointed with America, 

but gradually became accustomed to conditions here 

as they continued to attend school here. -Both learned 

to speak English with so TE fluency, even to the point 

of being able to teach i t iaefeK to I s s e i . Their asso-

d at ion with other Kib ei was limited to those with stu-

dent interests a s themselves, and they also had friends 

made progress 
among Nisfei. Although both had xaeEss&tai in ssscxjcsgx 

adjusting themselves in t h i s country, Frank made a 

greater stride than did i£azumi. Frank had learned to 
to dress smartly, to make acquaintance with girls , and 

jitterbug,aaa± to attend dances. Mstxtstmi Me was less 

submissive than Kazumi in behaVLor and was not hindered 

in adopting Nisei ways by his parents, who were in 

Jaoan.^ 

1 . ^heck to see i f Okamoto's family were in Tale 
Lake. 

In spite of this partial adjustment in this country 

th ey did not give up the idea that their real hope for 

success was in Japan, rather than here. During regis-

tration both had reacted similarly to the issue . They 

remained aloof from t he a c t i v i t i e s of the Kibei b l o c , 

and believed that they should register , ¿ince the block 

in vfo ich they lived ( Okamot o lived in Ward I I ) was not 
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strorgly opposed to ngcfesixad&Hii registering , they did 

so. -Both answered " n o , n o , " giving as their reason for 

doing so their intention of returning eventually to Japan 
sign 

Also , they did not want to Sta anyth ing which was g a i n s t 

the Emperor. In regard to their future in Japan, how-

ever, they were not so optimistic . They knew that jobs 

were Bif ficult to obtain there , and admitted that they 

did not see a good future for themselves even i f they 

did return.^" 

1 . J . S . Journal 3 / 5 / 4 3 #7 

Following the ^registration crisis Frank parted comoany 

with many of his Kibei f r i e n d s . Some of the latter ad-

mitted that they had made a mistake by not registering 

or answering " n o , n o , " but believed that they could not 

2 

change their stand, once they had taken i t . 

c . Conversation with Hattiejf Sakoda 

Frank decided that £ for his own sake it was best to 

leave campl;o work "or to attend school ^ ( H e expressed 

the opinion "that Xibei diould relocate and obtain some 

training or education. He said: 

I want to go out directly from here i f I can. 
I t ' s best to get an education or some training, 
rather than to stay in here . Most of my Kibe}, 
fr iends , however, are staying here. They don t 
see things as I do. 

Frank changed his answer to Question 28 from "no" to 

" y e s , " and applied for leave clearance. Because he 

could not leave camp without a leave clearance hearing 
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he left Tale -bake for another center and relocated from 

tlfcere. His friend, -¿azami, remained in Tule Lakeitetkx 

1 . J . 3 . Journal 8 / 7 / 4 3 #2 , 8 / 9 / 4 3 #1 

Tadashi Ikeaoto 's dominant characteristic was his 

submiss iveness to thexscy ways of his parents, and showed 

this in his changing attitude toward resettlement. He 

was about £3 years of a g e , and the only son in the Samily 

1 . Check. Acute need for -S'orm 26 for case histories 

He was brought up in the Delta Region near Sacramento, 

and later moved to Sacramentox where his parents operated 

a rooming housfc.F (Check) He was a serious student, and 

at theifcaa time of evacuation was attending the Univer-

sity of Cal i fornia . He had never been in Japan, but 

he was often mistaken by his associates as a Kibei . He 

snoke Japanese w e l l , participated in srsrk Japanese ora-

torical contests, sponsored by the Buddhist, competing 

favorably with 

Hjcaxxxfc Kibei . He spoke ifingLi-sh, on the other hand, with 
deci d ed 

asi ski&kk accent, which was common among tv ose brought 

up in Japanese communities st in the Delta Region. His 

conservative nature was evident in his refraining from 
dating 

s no king , from acaxs:i2ia±iKgxxx±]x g i r l s , from dancing, all 

in conformity to "the wishes of his parents. He had come 

to believe that Nisei had no future here in America, and 

that "or those \iho prepared themselves a glorious career, 

unhampered by race prejudice awaited them in £ the Orient . 

This idea was one vhich was fostered by h i s parents, as 
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well as other I s s e i . In l ine with this i d e a , he took 

courses in Sr±*8ta2rc3anqnK£Kx± Japanese at the University 

of Cal i forn ia and continued to take lessons in Japanese 

older 
from an/educated Kibei in the center named Byron Akitsuki 

1 . No evidence is available as to whether his deter-

mination to return to Janan was increased by the fact 

of evacuation and residence in a center . 

Tad K K t x S y m n made Byron ' s acouaintance at the Records 

° b i l i n g u a l 

O f f i c e , vh ere they both worked a s / intervie wers . Byron 

encouraged the b e l i e f that EX a N i s e i ' s chance for 
n 

2 
success was greater in ¿SHSK the Orient-a-

2 . This is only inferred from Byron 's general beha-

vior and background. See for descriotion of 

Byron A k i t s u k i . 

Atfc the time of r e g i s t r a t i o n , Tad , who l ived in Ward 

I I , r e g i s t e r e d , but answered " n o , n o / " to Questions 27 

and 26 . At t h i s point he took a divergent stand from 

that of the majority of the N ise i in the ward . Tad 

argued that it did not matter whether he answered nega-

t i v e l y to Questions 27 and 28 since he int ended to seek 

his future in ¿x&x the O r i e n t , anyway. S e ^ T ^ l ^ ^ r i S J " 

fop a n^mher-^rT^yTar^, 

pointed oat to ^jjnjthjj/L , His oa rents in a d d i t i o n had 

ovfiV 

been concerned of his p o s s i b i l i t y of b e i n g drafted i f 

he answered a f f i r m a t i v e l y when he reg istered . Following 

the r e g i s t r a t i o n c r i s i s , however, he sheepishly admitted 

to his f r iends that he had requested a change of answer . 
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One reason for this change of stand was the oossibil ity 

of fcKsctbLiH^.' obtain a teaching job at the University 

of Michigan as a ^aoanese language instructor. Here was 

an offer of employment from the outside ,x whichx seemed 
att ractiv e 

xfcxoaxg enough to lead him out of the center . Several 

reeks later he reported that he could not teach Japa-

nese because his oarents were opposed to his working for 

the Army. He also said that his parents were against 

his relocating because of the possibil ity o^ being drafted. 

Several of his friends (Sakodas) were exasperated with 

his submissiveness. One of them advised1 him: 

The only important consideration here is 
your own welfare. I f you stay in here you're going 
to r o t . Y 0 u also stand the chance of being drafted , 
unless you go out to do farm work. I f you go out to 
work you will be less l ikely to b e drafted , and 
also you trill ha ve a chance to learn something. I f 
you go out on your own conviction and even against 
the wishes of your oarents, they are going to f e e l 
sat is f ied . You've gDt to make up your own mind 
on the n a t t e r . / ! 

1 . J . S . Journal 4 / 1 3 / 4 3 #1 

Tad , however, was not favorably impressed with this 

adi-fcce to revijlt against parental authority. He said 

that he might do farm work in order to leave the center, 

but he could not teach Jacanese in an army program. 

When t he segregation program rolled araund, Tad was 

s t i l l desirous of leaving the center, but was persuaded 

£ 
by his parents to remain. 

2 . I b i d . 3 / 1 7 / 4 3 #3 , 4 / 2 / 4 3 #1 

Attraction outside of the center had not been strong 
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D. Inertia 

For some of the residents the desire to reloaate 

did not manifest i t s e l f simply because of their satis-

faction with their existence in the center. They saw 

l i t t le reason for leaving the center, when they could 

satisfy most of their needs without doing so . For many 

l i fe in the center was meant to be only for the dura-

tion , and they were xsfcixixEEt content to wait in the 

center for the war to end. This phenomenon was most 

noticeable among the older people, »tans: who did not 

want to •KKK±rcxEXBH±x3£x±feEX83Qfi move, unless necessary. 

It was also noticeable among some of the younger people, 

who found l i f e in the center not too unattractive. 

While living c end it ions within the center were 

inferior to that which evacuees could find on the out-

side , most of them soon tesnsstRscE bee ami accustomed to 

the inconveniences. The food served in the messhall, 

for instance, was K2±xaimysc often untasty, but most 

evacuees complained about it in a somewhat mechanical 

manner. The samiterb "at Title "Lake b hut-?—cc nc cia .. Iiy 

fe-tbc •tar-D«-[j£Tcd barracks, but aoiii^ i'^slQ ui t& aumitt ¿d 

tfĉ fe—"feh-cy became ac^uatomcd t.o that,-ao they d-id to-

"other ir~ni tatioiH A draftee who visited 

Tule Lake in May, 1943 said that he looked forward to 

meeting g irls and also declared that the food served 

in the messhall was better than that served in the Army. 

The only reason a soldier co me s back to a 
relocation center is to loo£ for a g i r l , he s a i d . 
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He remarked that the food here was better than the 
food they ate in the Army camp, ^e said , " I 
don't see why you people want to leave this p l a c e . " 

1 . J. 3 . Journal 5 / 1 3 / 4 3 #1 

In a psychology class , attended mostly by Nisei in 

their early twenties, a l l of the 18 students declared 

that they did not feel b i tter about having to live in 

the center. One student pointed out t h e fact that 

there were many new exoeriences that he could st i l l 

get by staying in the center. " 

2 . I b id . 5 / 2 / 4 3 #1 

This satisfaction with the daily routine of camp 
on the part of 

l i fe KXx±KHKEix±±2E±ixis: some of the residents evidenced 

itself in reluctance to c nsider relocation . In the 

psychology class already mentioned in May only two of 

the 18 students signified that they desired to relocate. 

One of the students, a girl 19 years of age, had con-

sidered relocation, but was not particularly anxious 

to leave. Aside from the fact that her n arent s were 

opposed to considering such a possibility at a l l , she 

herself had written in her journal two lonths earl ier : 

My oa rents st i l l von't let me go out , but 
I 'm not in too much of a hurry . I am very parti-
cular and opportunities seem quite scarce, -hey 
types of employment I could accept are journalistic 
secretarial , social , orattending college with 
some kind of a part-time job. So far I have not 
gone out^of my way to find employment or enter 
college. 

1 . Kiku Tomit a Day by -Day 2 / l / 4 3 
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When the Student Relocation Council suggested that &he 

attend in Ohio or Iowa, fehe preferred to keep the matter 

Quiet , rather than to reveal it to her cerents and to 

have them protest against her consideration of leaving 

the project a l o n e . 1 

1. I b id . 2 / 1 8 / 4 3 

I f registration had not ended up in enmity on the 

part of the majority of the residents toward those who 

i n i t i a l l y supported registration ,the number of oersons 

who remained in the center toeKaxxExiscf through inertia 

would have been greater. Many of the iUsei were holding 

jobs with supervisory t i t l e s , anst which in many cases 

actually gave them the tyoe of experience for which they 

had been trained. Mscx Some of them had felt that they 

were ccntributinp: to the best welfare of the coimunity. 

The manner in which they felt betrayed by the residents 

simply because they had upheld registration will be 

described more fully in another section . It was the 

crisis which had given them the impulse to relocate. 

or those who were not placed in such a predicament, 

less 

the attraction of center l i fe continued to make/the 

likelihood of fcfecfe: rel ocati on 



Segregation Report 

V . Resettlement—22 

ffear of the Outside 

On the part of many residents reluctance to relo-

cate was accompanied by a fear of leaving the compara-

th is 
tive security of the center. In general thregg fears 
was was 

55EKE greatly exaggerated, but jkktk nonetheless strongly 

expressed. This was especially true of the older al ien 

group, for whom their old age , their cultural barrier , 

their previous e:xperience with thè Caucasian group by 

and large served tfe make them fearful of the outside . 

A variety of reasons were often given by those reluc-

tant to relocate to show that steoping out of the center 

these reasons 

was unwise, and reinforced each other to give the 

impression that relocation was a risky venture. Of 

these reasons economic insecurity, the possibil ity of 

violence , the possibil ity of discrimination, and social 

insecurity were most often mentioned. The argument was 

that not only did the freedom of leaving the center have 

very l i tt le to offer to evacuees, it was fraught with 

danger. In the light of this ominous conception of the 

world outside of the center it was easy for residents to 

believe that the WRA was attempting to shirk their dura-

tion responsibil ity of providing for them within the cen-

ter until the end of h o s t i l i t i e s . 

Economic Insecurity Many of the residents considered 

it grossly unwise to leave the comparative security of 

the center for an uncertain l i f e on the outside . While 

the poss ib i l i ty of earning enough to lay asièe a savings 
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was acknowledged "by some, Bdbkxrs those with family res-

ponsib i l i t ies were l ikely to consider the d i f f i c u l t y of 

supporting a family on the outside . Even those with only 

one or two children believed that they could not get along 

on less than $200 a month, and those v/ith. greater family 

responsib i l i t ies were inclined to believe that they 

could not afford to leave the center . What advantage 

was gained by higher wjiages and ease o f obtaining a job, 

it was widely believed, was offset by i xes and 

^ a s u i , I sse i residents in Block 2 5 , re f lected the atti-

tude of those who considered tfeKxaaksx^a: it unprofitable 

for those with families to leave the center. £aya, who 

had no children and had previously been HXK&XX working 

in a Caucasian home with his w i f e , agreed with Masui that 

those wirth families ccu Id not afford to venture out. 

Masui: " I t looks as though we have to move." 

¿aya: " I t ' s going to be f reer in other cen-
ters . I f you stay here you a r e n ' t going to be 
allowed to go out. In other centers you w i l l be 
allowed to go to work withoaty any permit and come 
back a g a i n . " 

i^asui: "But they are gp ing to deduct the main-
tenance for your f a n i l y when you come b a c k . " 

Kaya: " S u r e , so that you won't have any-
thing left even i f you do go out. There ' s no 
advantage in going out because i t ' s so hard to 
make a l i v i n g . I f you do domestic work , as we 
can , you can save a l i t t l e , but if you have to 
support a wife or family on the outside now you 
WDn't have a cent l e f t . I know a couple who just 
barely get along on $ 2 0 0 . The best thing to do 
is to go wherever they t e l l you to go and eat what 
they feed you. It c a n ' t be much worse than it is 
here . They feed you r ice and f i sh , at l e a s t , and 

l iv ing costs. The following conversati and 
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provide a bath for you . " 

Masui: "They say that because oeople find it 
hard to get along on the outside all the girls are 
bee oming pros tit tit es . The Rocky Nlp-po warned the 
parents to be careful about t h e i r g i r l s . . . . B u t 
i t ' s not good if you c a i ' t have freedom. " 

Kaya: "Freedom is a natter of heart . There 's 
no barrier i f you don 1 1 think about them. After 
a l l , this is w a r . " 1 

1 . J . S . Journal 7 / 2 4 / 4 3 #2 

Fear of Violence Closely connected with the fear 

of economic insecurity was that of physical violence at 

the hand of people on the outside who were out to take 

revenge on any Japanese they saw. The number of actual 

incidents of violence had been exceedingly small, and 

of it 

in proportion the fear/among some of the older people 

within the project was large . On the rtiole evacuees 

were self-conscious of their skin-color in the oresence 

of the lajority group. The fact that a war was in pro-
and 

gress/ that they had been rudely uprooted from their 

homes on the Ooast and placed under military guard 

served to make them susceptible to s t o M e s of violence 

and poss ib i l i ty of it for thos e .who v entur ed out. Even 

Xaya, Mho worked in a Caucasian home for many years , 

expressed the ooinion that in addition to economic 

insecurity violence awaited those who planned to relo-

cate. 

Mr. Kaya insists that i t ' s dangerous to go 
outside . "He says, "When you 're walking around a 
rock is going to come flying-at you . " He also 
points out that it is d i f f icult to rnake both ends 
meet, and that it is foolish to have to suffer 
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such hardship when one could just as well stay in 

a center. 

1 . I b i d . 7 / 2 7 / 4 3 #5 

Fear of Discrimination While the fear of violence 

was most sfczDOJcgciy evident among the older people, the 

fear of racial discrimination was more general. Very 

few res idoits , it could be said , were totally unpre-

pared mentally for some discrimination on the outside . 

I f they had not met with discrimination before evacua-
c ire urns tan ces 

tion, the facsfes of evacuation strongly pointed to dis-

crimination on a mass scale . Why was it that the Germans 

and Italians--at least the aliens—were not interned, 

while even citizens of Japanese ancestry were corralled 

into relocation centers. The isolati on wit h i n the cen-

ter i t se l f was likely to produce at least a sense of 

curiosity when evacuees ventured on the outside . They 

were l ikely to be on the lookout both for KKX kind and 

inconsiderate treatment as they ±K±t made their way 

on the outside . »itki^fe^xseHtEr^xxKr^aHExiBiakEiix 

KxxffiEtxfsxxaxHHateErxsfxcx In some evacuees the fear 

of di scrimination was a. definite barrier to relocation . 

In fact , i t was one of the most quoted arguments against 

cherishing America as a oermament place to call one's 

home. 

The comments of a somewhat Americanized Uisei girl 

on hearing of a tense situation in Dayton, Washington, 

was indicative of an general attitude s£ toward the 

possibility of discrimination g a i n s t persons of Japanese 
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ancestry. She had said : " I t doesn't matter where 

Japanese go, t h e y ' l l always get kicked around." 

The circumstances of the situation was not uncommon 

during that period . 

George Xurose has written to his family that 
"because of hostile feeling toward the Japanese 
in Dsyton, Washington, he is leaving for~°pokane, 
where he has an aunt . H e was working in>the 
f ields f o r the summer until school began ' in the 
fa l l with other Japanese. The town has been al-
ternately opened and closed to Japanese and Mexi-
cans in the past, and was opened to them until 
recently. Since the return of soldiers from Attn , 
however, the felling against Japanese has been 
high . Feeling that some incident might occur 
and because they could no longer stand the situa-
tion, three Japanese student s~left for Spokane 
because they were not working under contract . 1 

1 . I b i d . 7 / 2 7 / 4 3 #11 

^ r s . Akahoshi, whose husband had one ret ed a cleaner 

in Oakland, was thinking of relocating. She did not 

think in terms of returning to Japan, but advised 

Sakoda, who had received considerable education both in 

Japan and in America, to seek his fortune in Japan rather 

than in Japan, oakoda expressed the b e l i e f that ttoasE 

KksxKEXK for Ifisei who could not get more than a middle-

school training in Japan it was better to remain in this 

country. Mrs. Akahoshi s ans-wer was: 

That 's r ight . But the only troubl e with this 
country is that you ' l l always be called a " J a p . " 

While circumstances demanded that she consider the possi-

b i l i t y of relocation seriously , experience with race 

Drejudice le"^d her to believe that there were greener 
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in the Orient 

pastures for those Qualified/where SfcarmiaisstitiMxritfafcx 

HX*XEX±S±XX presumably they would not meet racial dis-

crimination. 

1 . I b id . 8 / 4 / 4 3 #4 

The predicament of the Kaya couple indicated the 

relationship of their attitude toward Caucasians, the 

matter of segregation and of re sett leu ent. Mr. Kaya 

was an I s s e i , about 50 years of age . Mrs. Kaya was 

a c i t i z e n , but brought up in Japan, and about ten years 

as domestics 
younger than her husband. Both had worked/for a long 

of the Browns, 
ti ne in KxsfcaaacitaiaDa home ,/i5x±H:xE:x±:io:sx in 

Walnut Grove, California prior to levacuation. Both 

had l ittle direct contact with the Japanese community 

in the v i c i n i t y . Mr. ¿aya was a believer in Seicho-no-

Japanese 

igx I_e had/associates with the same b e l i e f . Both 

had no children , and their ambition evidently was to 

save enough money by both working so as to be able to 

retire/a:H± comfortably. When evacuation tore them 

away from this pattern of l iving , they had not yet 

attained their goal of a comfortable savings. The 

Browns had been very sympathetic, and had promised 
i 

them that they could return to their former jobs after 

the war was over. They wrote and sent gifts occasionally, 

and remained the Kayas' last l ink with the outside world. 

At the time of registration Mr. ¿aya remained 

fa irly calm, ne favored registration , but did not 

oppose the dominant sentiment in the block toward 

refusal to register . After the Block 4£ incident , 
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he ceased the change in sentiment of many residents to 

one of fear of the consequences of refusal to regis-

ter and XKXSDEE&K&XXH: successfully appealed to the 

block residents to register . He himself registered , 

and as an a l ien answered "yes " to Question 2b. He 

advised h is wife to answer "no , n o , " on the ground that 

she should be on the same side with him, an a l i e n . Mrs. 

¿aya was never able to exnlain why she had answered in 

the negative except to say: "Wel l , my husband he t oru 

(told) me tsu (to) ansa (answer) ' n o . 1 I do as he s a y . " 

She did not know whether her husband had answer ed. "ye s " 

or not. ' 1 

1 . m a . v g & f b f e t 7 / 1 4 / 4 3 #1 

Following registration the oossibility of relocating 

to do domest ic work entered the. r minds. The Browns had 

written to adtise that for their own good they should 

stay in the center until the war was over. They them-

selves camet to the conclusion that it was foolish to 

l^ave the security of the center during the war. However, 

with the announcement of segregation, they had to deter-

mind their future course of act ion . Because i-'irs. ¿aya 

had answered in the negative , she could change her 

answer and accompany her husband to another center, or 

her husband could stay with her in Tule Lake. They 

did not want to return to Jaoan immediately because they 

did not have enough saved up. On the other hand, they • 

ferred that i f they proceed^ o another center they would 
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be forced to relocate . I f a l l the people on the outside 

wer^/like the Browns, they s a i d , relocation would not 

necessarily be unwise. However, -ir. ^aya was an a l ien , 

tfcex and they believed that people on the outside might 

mistre&t him on the streets . On the other hand, if 

they stayed in Tuie Lake they would not be able to go 

out to work. Also , if they were classified as disloyal 

to the United States even people like the Browns might 

not txExfe welcome them back cord ia l ly . 1  

I b id . 8 / 4 / 4 3 #5 
It was during this period o f tension that :.Irs. 

•^aya exoressed an ambivalent attitude toward Caucasians. 

On one occasion she EX^TKSS compared her association with 

Caucasians sm± on the outside and Japanese within the 

center and spoke favorably of the former: 

^akujin are easier to get along with because 
they say what they want, to and don't hold resent-
ment for a long time as do the Jaoanese. When I 
first carnè oTer from Japan, I was told that among 
Hakujins I should be free and not too reserved . 
How I find that I 'm too blunt at times for Japa-
nese . I don 't miss association with Japanese so 
much because I ' v e never had very much of it since 
coming to this country. ^ 

1 . I b i d . 7 / 2 1 / 4 3 #2 

While she was s t i l l uncertain as to whether she was 

going to stay or leave, she spoke indignantly of the 

d i f f iculty of getting aloi^g with Caucasians. Sakoda, 

who discussed tkxxxsxsBXEfcxx her problem of making 

a decision with her , recorded1 

Kaya: doesn't matter in what sort of camp 

you are; y o u ' l l be housed and fed in the sane way. 

I don't care whe re I 'm sent , as long as they take 

care of me . " 
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Sakoda: "Well , for on£ thing, you won't be 

allowed to go out to work." 

Xaya: (Becoming slightly heated) "Who wants 
to go out to work. You have to be watching out 
a l l the time because y o n ' r e a Japanese. And i t ' s 
hard to get along on the outside from reports 
that I have heard . " 

Sakoda: " I know, for some families i t ' s 
hard to make a l iv ing . But for a couple like you 
who work in a home, you can 't help but save money." 

Kaya: " I t ' s really not the work I mind so 
much, as the mental anguish you have to go through. 
You are constantly under a strain about what you 
say and, and i t ' s going to be awful right now during 
wartime. I ' v e worked hard up t i l l now, and i t ' s 
easier staying i n a camp." 

Sakoda: " I ' m afraid that you have become lazy . 

Kaya: " I t e l l you i t ' s not laziness . My 
husband tells me that I don 't have to work un-
less I feel l ike i t . He knows that- I ' v e worked 
hard until now, and that i f we go out I ' l l have to 
work hard again . Maybe, you don't know, but i t ' s 
a very great strain trying to get alorg with a 
Hakujin. I remerifcer vh en I s t i l l d idn 't know much 
English and had only started to work for the 
Browns. They wanted me to go to their summer house 
in Lake Tahoe. I d idn ' t want to go , but I had to 
go along. I had to do a lot of work, ta^dng care 
of the children , lighting the wood stove , getting 
breakfast , taking care of parties t i l l late at night 
I didn 't get to sleep t i l l about 1 1 : 3 0 every n ight . 
Then I asked for more roast beef to make another 
sa ndwic h, and Mrs. Br own e xcla ime d , "G osh . " 
I didn 't know English then, but I nev/ what she 
meant. I felt so bad that I wanted to go h o m e . . . . 

I f inally insisted on going home when Mrs* 
Brown went back to Walnut Grove to keep an 
engagerne n t . . .They treated me, much nicer after .that, 
but I s t i l l remember it a l l . 

1 . I b i d . 7 / 1 4 / 4 3 #1 

After Mrs. Kay a had her segregation hearing she sc&x 

ana her husband were placed t>n the removal l i s t , and 

sent to Topaz. There, they awaited the end of the war . 
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Social Insecurity Another fear hindering reloca-

tion was what might he called social insecurity . Japa-

nese, for the large part, had lived in clusters of families 

forming communities all along the Coast. Many of them 

had had XKKJC l i t t le contact with Caucasians. SXHEK This 

was especially true of the older women, many of vfoom had 

had l ittle occasion to meet many persons not of their 

own race. Relocation at this time meant leaving the 

camp for places outside of the 

coastal restricted area, where their former homes fca^xkFEK 

were. The Middle West and the East were unknown locali-

ties to most evacuees, and places where they could not 

count on a Japanese community.1 

1 . Ib id . 3 / 1 7 / 4 3 #1 

While so IE of the your^er people agreed with the VJRA 

that dispersal of th e Japanese throughout the nation 

would speed assimilation, the older people generally 

did not approve of the idea of scattering. Noboru 

Shirai verbalized the objection sc£ to the dispersal 

oolicy in the following manner:„ 

Dispersal is not a good policy , '¿'he only 
protection of a minority group is isolation . I t ' s 
done by othe racial groups in America, and there ' s 
no reason for picking on the J panese alone .^ 

2 . I b id . 7 / 2 2 / 4 3 #9 

This was added reason for believing that relocation was 

unv;ise. 
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F . Desire for Security 

That sogie residents were w i l l i n g to EEiaaxte 

±± work for the ir own l iv ing i f it were not f o r the 

insecurity on the outside could be gathered by a 

nunber of ^fc&HS ideas keot a l ive among evacuees. 

There was a general b e l i e f among them, for instance , 

that tak ing an inde f in i te leave meant not be ing able 

to returm to the center . To overcome the handicap 

of uncertainty which this type of leave e n t a i l e d , 

SUEDE: many residents be l ieved that it was much wiser 

to leave the project only on seasonal work. By so 

do ing they would be assured of being able to r e t u r n 

to the center, and thus not lose the secur ity of the 

center . As an I s s e i explained* 

I want to go o u t , but I think I ' l l go out to 
do seasonal wont. I can earn some money and come 
back to the center a ^ a i n . I ' d be in a f i x i f 
I went out and things d i d n ' t go r i g h t , and I 
wasn ' t allowed to come back here a g a i n . 

1 . fcxmmss? I b i d . 7 / 3 0 / 4 3 #2 , Mr. Kurose . 

Another plan which some evacuees favored was that 

of having some sort of factory set uo wi th in or n e a r , 

the pro ject #iere evacuees, would be able to work for 

prevai l ing wages. In a few of the centers camouflage 

net o iojects had been s t a r t e d , enabling evacuees to 

work for outside wages while l iving in the c e n t e r . 

The creation o f a tent factory was oroposed in I'ule 

Lake , but it was shelved with(\increased e;aphasis on 

relocat ion . J r . I s h i z u k a , an I s s e i , voiced the sentiment 
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of those who desired to wirk sks&x for outside wages 

while living in the center: 

They ought to let us have a factory to work in 
on the outside of the center and pay us regular 
wages. Then everyone would work hard w i l l i n g L y . 1 

1 . I b id . 7 / 2 9 / 4 3 #2 

Another manner in which evacuees attenpted to attain 

security in relocation was to have the assurance that 

they would "be able to return to the center when they 

desired to do s o . The WRA announced that its policy was 

to allow those who were unable to adjust themselves on 
be readmitted 

the outside to r s t i i s to the center. Such a guanded 

announcement only lead residents to suspect that WRA 

really did not intend to allow many evacuees to return 

to the center once it succeeded in dispatdhing them into 

th e out sid e w or Id • 

S t i l l another complaint registered by evacuees 

was that the assistance offered to evacuees relo-

cating was much too l i t t l e with which to face the uncer-

tainties on the outside . The assistance consisted of 

a maximum of $100 plus traveling expenses for each 

fan i ly , and most evacuees agreed that this was not 

sufficient to start l i f e again in a strange c ity . 

While it was d i f f icult to conceive of an assistance 

grant which m uld afford security to any relocating 

family, the demand for a larger amount than was iSKjta? 

allowed indicated a sense of insecurity in the face 

of oossible relocation . 
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G . Fear of Forced Relocation 

I n the reaction to the educational program pre-

ceding ^segregation it was shown that many of the resi-

dents interpreted ±fcxasxtfexx±jcKs4:xstx it as the f irst 

step to force these designated as " loyal " out of the 

centers. This fear of forced relocation and the con-

sequent loss of what security residents now possessed 

was not a xteEHEEceimB: nev/ly "born phbnomenon. The fre-

quent rumors even early in the histoiy of the project 

to the effect that people in Tale Lake were t o be moved 

to another place was indicative of the deeply-rooted 

nature of this acfefcxtsnte fear . The increased emphasis 

on relocation on the part of the WRA early in 1943 

brought to a sharper focus the hx±kkkx0£ manner in 

which evacuees were to be sent out of the centers with 

meager assistance . The registration c r i s i s , involving 

the compulsory registration on leave clearance forms, 

game increased credence to the b e l i e f that the WRA 

was preparing to take steos to deprive srtlxEHS resi-

dents of the security of the center . This f e a r of 

forced relocation became most evident during the segre-
lo re 

gation program at Tale L a k e . / ¡Examples of this inter-

pretation of the segregation program will be provided 

later . Two examples w i l l be cited here to illustrate 

the manner inx which this interpretation was employed/ 

Following the registration cfrisis, residents 

speculated over the possibil ity of a segregation pro-

gram. Some of those who had registered in the a f f ir-
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mative believed that segregation would take p lace , and 

that these who were designated as "d isloyal " would be 

placed in isolation camps/ and not be allowed to relo-

Some of 

cate. / / h o s e who failed to register in the affirmative 

alao believed that segregation would ta^e place , but 

gave a different interpretation. They Relieved that 

those who registered in t hs affirmative and therefore 

were classified as " loyal " would be forced to leave 

the security of the center . In other words, they be-

lieved that those who registered in the affirmative , 

aliens or citizens 
whether issikxaxxiiisiEX, were going to fee get the worse 

of the bargain. Mr. Kurose, I sse i who answered in the 

affirmative, found this interpretation among a small 

group of fellow farm workers quite distasteful . 

¿xixKafe Lately , the farmers have been working in the 
f i e l d . Surprisingly enough, Mr. ¿uros e says that 
most of the men work rather steadi ly . Of course, 
they taketime off now and then to r e s t . There 
are a group of workers, perhaps, 10 or s o , who 
don 't do any work at a l l . This constitutes the 
extreme in the "resistant " group. All they do is 
to sit around and talk about war and pol i t ics . 
Thei± contention is that all those Niseis who 
registered and answered "yes" to Question 28 and 
Isseis who answered "yes" to Question 28 would be 
forced t© leave camp. Those who did not regis-
ter or who an swered "no" to- Question 2fc would be 
gathered together in one camp. They have a tendency 
to refer to those tfio registered as ha v ing d e clare d 
their loyalty to the U . S . Mr. Kurose objects to 
this interpretation, teHfcxitxtxKXXH&fe it does not 
f i t with the facts . Evidently , he has been dragged 
into the conversation even thourh he doesn't like 
to talk about such matters, and he has found it 
necessary to uphold his viewpoint , that he did 
not declare his loyalty to the U . S . , but only said 
that he would be a law-abiding person. 

1 . J . S . Journal 5 / 2 8 / 4 3 #2 
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In Block 25 Tanabe had been one of the leaders of 

the opposition to registration . When the block decided 

to register , however, he and his wife did so, too. He 

¿KSEtea and his w i fe were placed on the removal l i s t , and 

he decided not to attempt to remain in Tule Lgke. When 

speaking with others, however, he snxaxE used the arguments 

of those who were determined to remain in Tule Lake. 

Since 

SKSSKSCK leaving Tule Lake meant a charge of stand for 

Tanabe, it was evident that he was placed on the defen-

sive when speaking to former associates . He was heard 

declaring: 

We're going out . You can't help it because 
they vron't let you change your answer frcm "yes" 
to " n o . " The purpose is to get people out of 
the centers; that ' s why they won't let you change 
your answer from "yes" to " n o , " although you can 
change it from "no" to "yes" r e a d i l y . Some Niseis 
were attacked by Filipinos in Chicago, but the 
Government doesn't care if the Japanase die , as 
long as they get them out. In feet, they probably 
want the Japanese to d i e because they can't very 

•well k i l l them o f f . " 

1 . I b i d , 7 / 2 8 / 4 3 #2 

It was seen that in the educational orogram the 

Y/RA was unable to counteract the belief that segrega-

ti on would eventually lead to forced relocation. The 

unsatisfactory manner in which the nature and purpose 

of the segregation pro gram was explained, the slips 

in translations, the emphasis on relocating people 

even during the segregation program, the inabil ity to 

assure residents that relocation would not be made 

compulsory__ a l l contri buted-to the belief that those 
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who left Tale Lake would be faced with forced relocation . 
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H . Fear of the Draft 

Another important reason for reluctance to relo-

cate was the possibility of citizens being drafted if 

they did BO. Whether selective service would be made 

applicable to Nisei was s t i l l a matter for conjecture. 

Many residents were inclined to believe the announce-

ment of the War Department that those #10 did not volun-

teer but were considered ±2 "loyal" would be inducted 

in due time. This selective service did not become 

a reality until January, 1944, and all during the 

summer aid fall of 1943 it was a subject over which 

some residents argued without arriving at any definite v 

conclusion. It was also open to question whether those 

tho remained in a center or stayed in Tule Lake would 

be spared from being drafted on the ground that they 

were in a concentration center . Uncertain as these 

possibilities were, many residents nonetheless assumed 

that by not relocating or not leaving Tule Lake citizens 

could avoid being drafted. In many families this issue 

was considered important enough to overshadow such con-

siderations as being classified " loyal" or "d is loyal , " 

their future status in the United States, the right to 

relocate. Many of th e residents were inclined to be-

lieve that being drafted meant almost certain death. 

This was especially true of the older peoole, who had 

been taught to believe that soldiers leaving for a 

battlefield should not expect to alive . It 

was also enhanced by the fear that Jaoanese troops 
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was almost certain to be discriminated aga inst and even 

sacrificed at the front . The fact that farmers and farm 

workers were being given occupational deferment was not 

widely known in Tule Lake, and in seme quarters this 

was being refuted. 

1 . I b i d . 9 / 2 1 / 4 3 #9 

In the face of this possibi l ity of citiaens being 

drafted fort the Arny in the future, residents fex&xts 

took different stands. Some declared willingness to 

stand the chance of themselves or their sons1 being 

drafted, rather than to remain in Tule -^ake or in 

the center. S t i l l others believed that it was wiser 

to play safe and to reaain in a center 

During- the height of the registration crisis many resi-

dents had refused to register or had taken out repatria-

tion papers. Some had registered and later had camxcelled 

their apoiication for repatriation only after being a 

told that those who regis-

tered "no,noy would not be drafted. Those ?ho desired 

to secure themselves against the possibility of later 

being drafted found it necessary to retain their "disloyal " 

status and to remain in Tule Lake as a segregant. They 

were forced to give up the possibility of relocating , and 

were even faced with that of being deported after the 

war . . The latter possibility was not seriously considered 

by many of those remaining in the center as their deci-

sion was tefeased on themore immediate considerations. 

Several examples will be cited to show the part played 
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"by the fear of the draft. 

Stories of discrimination shown Nisei already in 
ir 

the armed forces served to dampen the/enthusiasm to 

serve. -Uiscri mina t ion was also &KSCS:K£ seized as reasons 

to cite for not being KH willing to volunteer or even 

to want to KXX be drafted. Of the stories of discri-

mination against Nisei in t h e a m e d forces , one of the 

more serious ones was that v>h ich occurred at Fort R i l e y , 

Kansas. Here several hundred Nisei 

and Kibei soldiers who had been drafted prior to evacua-

tion were in training . When President Rooseviit (or was 

it Mrs. Roosevelt) visited the army camp, some of the 

Nisei troops were locked in their baria cks and guarded 

by o f f icers . Tom Mizuno, a draftee on furlough from 

Fort R i ley , stated that he wanted to be loyal , but that 

it was d i f f i c u l t to show enthusiasm when they were treated 

so shabbily. He saw l ittle reason why other Nisei should 

volunteer for the armed forces under the circumstances." 

1 . Ibid . 5 / EE / 43 #1 

A Kibei in his early twenties, working in a messhall, 

aired his opinion concerning resettlement. H®r had f i l e d 

an apolication for repatriation along with others boys 

in the block .in order to avoid having to register . Later 

he registered when others in the block decided to do so 

in order to avoid being punished. The f act that he did 

not want his reoatriation reouest to become effective 

was indicated by his statement that he HiDught thaYactually 
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the repatriation blanks had not been sent to Washington 

and s t i l l remained on the project. He stated that he 

thought that those who relocated .were not going to b e 

allowed to return to the center and that they would stand 

the chance of being drafted. He did not think "that he 

would be punished for the stand he took, and stated that 

he did not believe that segregation would take place.*** 

1 . I b i d . 6 / 3 0 / 4 3 #1 

In contrast to the Kobei above, Ray Mizuno, a B i s e i , 

found himself axgxxHg using the same arguments, but ad-

mitting that if it had not been for the registration , 

he would probably be out working now. Ray aoplied for 

repatriat ion and registered "no ,no" along with others 

in h i s b lock . After the crisis he did as many other 

K i s e i did and cancelled his repatriat ion . He was reluc-

tant to take steps now to leave the center, which he 

would have done, he said , had it not been for the 

registration and subsequent changes. He was undoubtedly 

2 
concerned about the poss ib i l i ty of being drafted . 

2 . ibid . 

Those who intenxded not to leave the center de-

clared that those who did leave iffksraci&x would gxsx&feix 

face fcfcs selective service. A lady who had decided 

not to leave Tale Lake was heard saying: 
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Those of you who leave are go i ng to have your 
sons drafted. They 're go in£ to draft His els soma 
time "between September and December this year. 

1 . Ib id . 8 / 1 3 / 4 3 #3 

The answers to such statements were illustrated by two 

Issei women, who were planning to leave Tule Lake: 

Mrs. Kurose, who had a son in college, said : 

Of coarse, we don't want to lose oar sons in 
the Army. .but when the time comes to give them 
an education, we don't want them to stay in a 
place l ike t h i s . 

Mrs. Sato with older children of her own saifl: 

You don't have any son of age to go to school 
or to w^rk. How can you understand our position. 

2 . Ibid . 

The Sofyes were from the Delta Region near Sacra-

mento and had a son in his late twenties. While the 

latter was desirous of leaving Tule Lake to work on 

the outside , t his parents were against such a step . 

Fear that their son vrould be drafted if they left 

Tule Lake played a major part in their siand against 

leaving the center. They repeated a rumor that those 

who answered "yes" were being ¿rsftasstxaHi recalled 

and emphatically stated their stand against ^going to 

an oth er c ent er: 

Nisei who were discharged from the Army are 
being recalled i f they answered " y e s . " Some of 
them are scheduled to leave next Monday, livery-
body 's got to answer " n o . " We an 11 afford to 
to other^centers and on top of that have Nisei 
drafted . 

3 . I b id . 8 / 1 3 / 4 3 #3 
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I . Desire for Reward 

The danger of the outside was often exaggerated 
but 

a l l out of proportion to the f a c t s , ant compared to it 

the belief that remaining in Tule i<ake would be rewarded 

by the payment of indemnities bordered on the f a n t a s t i c . 

To believe such a poss ib i l i ty and be vai l ing to gamble 

one's future status g in the country on it it was neces-

sary to believe first of a l l that Japan was going to 

emerge x overwhelmingly victorious from the war in the 

P a c i f i c . Mist The attack on Midway had ended in withdrawal, 

but Jaisn s t i l l held forces on A t t u . / In the summer of 

1943 it was s t i l l possible fcg for $any residents to have 

implicit faith that the war would end soon in Japan's 

favor, buch a bel ie f was reinforced by the shortwave 

new s fro m T okyo , wh ic h so me r e s id en ts manag ed to h ear 

at frequent intervals . It was also aided by a flight 

into fantasy, which made some residents believe that 

evacuation, discrimination, SkKStasisrit deprivation and 

a l l other txf&k. personal d i f f i cu lt ies would be solved 

in one clean sweep te^r through Japan's victory , ¡¿uch 

individuals believed that in the event Japan won the 

war, they could count on substantial payments for the 

suffering they underwent at the hands of the 

Americans. The frustrations that thjry had experienced 

and the lack of confidence that with their own hands 

they could go out and make a satisfactoiy adjustment 

contributed to the seeking of x&±±s£ possible rel ief 
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in another ouarter where personal effort would not "be 

required. It was common observation that it was "those 
who had been relative f & i lures before and who were 
without confidence of making a satisfactory adjustment 

on the outside who tended to believe in the p o s s i b i l i t y 

of a reward. The sum most commonly mentioned as repre-
« 

sen ting this reward was # 1 0 , 0 0 0 . More sensible resi-

dents, however, scoffed at the idea that a nerson would 

be rewarded just for remaining in Tule Lake , and con-

sequently people refrained from mentioning their hope 

for it in p u b l i c . 

Kishiynma was in his f o r t i e s , and was unmarried 

until shortly before evacuation, xie had put off mar-

riage in the b e l i e f that he should spenfi a l l his energy 

saving money on which he could Grefciadi retire to his home-

town, but he had never been able to achieve this gpal. 

He married a Kibei girl in her twenties , but after several 

years of marriage he s t i l l showed decided traces of fexs 

the habits he had acauired as a bachelor. In the block 

he had talked loudly against such EBHS measures as the 

theater project , and was not respected particularly by 

the rest of the block 'resid ents. Luring registration 

feitE^xtedtx he and h i s w i fe had followed the rest of the 

block, and he ended up by answering in the aff irmative 

Y;hile his wife answered in the negat ive . Kishiyama 

was of the b e l i e f that it was best for evacuees to 

remain in the center and not go out even ±® on seasonal 

work. He exnressed the b e l i e f to a neighbor that with 

the end o f the war negotiations between Japan and America 
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would result in "so met hing 

I f I were sure that I was going to live here 
i n the U . S . and not return t o Japan, then I ' d g) 
out and start working right now. Under those cir-
cumstances, t h a t ' s the best thing to d o . But a f t e r 
the war I expect that soms t h i n g ' s going to co me out 
of the negotiations between Japan and America. 
That 's why I ' m not going out right now. ^ 

1 . I b i d . 6 / 2 6 / 4 3 #1 

Mr. Noda showed typical immigrant patterns of 

behavior . &e s t i l l retained much of k i the accent of 

the Hiroshima Prefecture . He bad had l i t t l e education , 

and h is reading was generally limited to the vernacular 

newspaper, Five year a ago he had v i s i t e d his rural 

hometown, where he had a Son and a daughter . He had 

another son in the Army, who was drafted when, they were 

living in ^os Angeles prior to evacuation . He had 

fled to the white zone , and fro® t he±e had been sent 

to Tule Lake . He was w orking as a cook ' s helper in 

'Vard V . Except for an occasional game of shogi . he 

had t±tt:±E few interests . He listened to a shortwave 

set in t h e » neighborhood, and took delight in tracing 

the trend of the war . His views were that of a iatrine 

philosooher . He bel ieved that Japan would win the 

war soon, an:1 that it was unwise to relocate : 

C,The na in thing is that the war ' s got to end 

soon. Japan will probably attack the mainland, 

but s t i l l I suppose it might take some time for 

Japan to win the war . America was sure dumb in 

thinking that she could beat Jaoan i n a couple of 

m o n t h s . . . .¿he used China as a sort of practice 

ground for her Army. But AmericaEx was not smart 

enough to see that . S h e ' s los ing a l l over the 

p lace . You c a n ' t believe the news you h&AS. because 

a l l &3BzzkBaais the Americans do is to te l l l i e s . 

- ^ 
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One, reason Ameri cans are weak i s that "they don't 
have any gats. Take the registration , for inst-ance, 
a l l the Japanese had to do was to stand firmly 
fry what they thought was the light thing t o do. 
Ordinarily we Japanese may be quiet aid obdient, 
but #1 en the right time comes, we stand our ground. 
Japan won't weaken now, because look at a l l the 
resources Sie has at he r c ooimand^iMtt» 

The peopli i n my block haven't registered y e t , 
and they aren 't g D i n g t o d o it e i t h e r . S T h e only 
problem now is whethert they boys are going to be 
drafted or not I t ' s better not to change the ~ 
answer and leave because they might draft -^t*i 

and i t ' s dangerous going out. Well , yes , it might 0 
be all light for single men to go out, but I wouldn't 
advise i t . People with families c a n ' t gD out, 
anyway. I 'm staying for the duration. When the 
war's" over I can go b a k to Japan. Of course,' it 
depends on the kind of peace that is made, but 
America's losing the w a r / J 

1 . xb ia . 4 / 2 7 / 4 3 #2 

^onzo, an I s s e i , was formerly a xsucceesful farmer 

and worked on the hog farm. He was known to be talkative 

and to believe that Japan was winning the war . When he 

learned that his foreman was leaving Tule Lake for another 

center, he shook and head and said : 

C A r e you going to leave? Why don 't you stay . 
I f you leave you ' l l miss the Takara-bune (treasure 
ship) from ^ a p a n . ^ Y o u ought to stay here and manage 

the hog farra}> 
/ h i s 

^When/forxieman, a His e i , replied that he wanted to be 

where h is fr iends were, G-onzo admonished: 

What's wrong with you Hiseis i s that you've 
got your hand on both objectives , Japan and America. 
I f Japan wins you'd l ike to go to Japan, and i f 
Japan loses you'd l i k e to stay in Ameri a and 
make some money. Why don't you place inplicit fa ith 
in Japan winning ±±% this war, for she w i l l . . . . 
After th is war ¿anan will be a powerful nat ion , a 
nation of tremendous opportunities/ / rJven my boy 
is thinking about leaving for the South P a c i f i c . 
I f Japan loses this war, the Japanese people in 
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the U . S . w i l l "be a miserable s ight . 

Gonzo believed that while American news often lied 

about battle results , the Japanese broadcast never 

1 
d i d . 

1 . I b i d . 7 / 2 2 / 4 3 # 3 , 7 / 3 1 / 4 3 #4 , Excerpt -fro ;a 
G«S . Diary 

A young Xibei explained his future outlook. 

He had attended cixsfei the First Oonmertcial School 

in Hiroshima, and left It before he graduated. He 

snoke very lit tie English , and showed l i tt le ambition 

to learn anything in the center . He worked in the mess-

hall and soent his spare time in asc woodcraft work. 

He was one of the ouieter Kibei in the block and did 

not cause others any trouble during the registration 

c r i s i s . He believed that Tule Lake would be emptied 

for the benefit of wounded Ame li cans soldiers . He 

advised againstx relocation on the ground that Japan 

WD uld win a victoiy soon: 

I t ' s something like t h i s , '¿ule .Lake is a good 
place for wounded soldiers, because it is dry here and 
the wound heals easily . Also it is rather cool 
here, too . Therefore, when the wounded soldiers 
start coming back, they are going to want to put 
the soldiers in he r e . . . . It is said in the news-
paper that they are going to reduce the number of 
centers to two and reduce the budget to $ 2 0 , 0 0 0 . . . . 
I don't think the people go in r- out exactly feel 
loyal to the U . S . when they go out . Hut (J think 
i t ' s best not to go out . There 's been broadcasts 
from Japan saying that the Jspanese people should 
stay inside the center. I f you go out, then Japan 
w i l l assume that you are loyal t o 1he U . S . and they 
won't do anything for you. That ' s why I think 
it'fci better not to go o u t . ^ ^ I t was dumb of the 
administration to a sk the Kib ei to reg ister . 

Even if we are put in j a i l , i t ' l l only be for the 
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duration. The war can ' t last very long now. Ameri 
is gD ing ( to be invaded soon. And when Japan wins 
they won't be able to keep us in j a i l . The trouble 

t i m is that they think America 

1 . Ib id . 4 / 1 8 / 4 3 #2 
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J , Opportunities in the Orient 

The idealization of conditions in the home country 

which was left behind was a common pattern of behavior 

among immigrants. This was no less true of the Japanese 

in America as it was of other immigrant groups. Sven 

after twenty to fortfcr years in this countvyf 1.1 a.ywiwiu r 

the idea tha ght future awaited those with the right 

qualif icatio he Or ___ did not fade away. Ptefc-^f 

the Japanese there were reasons why this should be exag-

gerated. Most of the ^ananese had lived on the Pacific 

Coast, where prejudice against Orientals was fa ir ly strong. 

Most immigrant&$0 work hard at menial labor or small 

businesses in order to support their femily. Their chil-

dren that they sent to high sbhool and often to college 

were often unable to find a job for which th€j were 

qual i f ied . The Depression had meant hard work without 

the reward of savings sx or success for the ir children 

for which they had hoped. Evacuation had hit them just 
many of them 

as jgy were beginning to get back on their f e e t . Within 

•the cai fines of a barbed-wire ±kxs fence the feeling that 

there was no longer any hope for success rfoarxfcfcExtfH&xi^XE 

in Ameri 

ca was intensif ied . The thought of resettling 

in Java or M anchar£a, where they would not meet with 

discrimination, was a passing fancy for many residents. 

For some it became (fche crux of their planning for the 

future . Unhampered by the necessity of earning a l iving 

from day to day, it was easy to believe in terms of boarding 
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an exchange ship or of returning to the Orient after the 

war. 

The bel ie f that a future awaited them in the Orient 

varied with the lack of assimilation to conditions in 

the 'united States . i?or this reason it was a phenomenon 

found less among JSisei than among Issei and i£ibei. Many 

i'isei had l i t t le knowledge of the Japanese language or 

of things Japanese and consecuently had no desire to leave 

the United States. Many iiisei, however, at one time or 

another played with the idea of seeking their fortune 

in the Orient/ where.they would be unhampered by race 

prejudice . Msrayx Most i s s e i , vfeile culturally not too 

well assimilated in ih is country, had attachments to 

it -through their many years of residence, through their 

economic stakes , and through their children. Ma. y of 
however, 

them,still siHintsxHEt cherished the thought tkat of being 

able to ret ire to their hometown. The ¿.ibei had diffi-

culty in gaining acceptance among both Caucasians and 

liisei, and most of them had not lived in t he country i&Kgx 

sk very long to build up the economic interest that the 

Issei had done. This was especially tiue of the Kibei 

who was unable to acquire sufficient an ount of American 

culture to adjust himself to this country comfortably. 

Where maladjustnsnt existed, the thought o f seeking 

one s fortune in the u rient was likely to ex ist . 

To the extent that an evacuee thought in terms of 

seeking h is future in the Orient the likelihood of his 

planning on resettlement outside of the center in this 
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country diminished. The poss ib i l i ty of obtaining an 

education or of saving money fitted in with plans of 

KEtrcxszng seeking fortune in other parts of the globe . 

This was often c<aunt eracted by the thought that by 

leaving the center and working on the outside one would 

become inacceptable in the Orient . Some spurned such 

fear , declaring that working for one's l iving did not 

constitute an act of loyalty or disloyalty to any coun-

try. Others, however, preferred to play safe and not 

commit themselves by leaving the center or by leaving 

Tule Lake. In the light of thinking of this nature 

the program of relocation of the WRA took an aspects 

of a diabolical scheme to trick residents into a 

disadvantageous situation . Resistance to relocation 

based on highly doubtful facts , ,when reinforced with 

other reasons already l i s t e d , was nonetheless stubborn. 

A number of examples wi l l be given to show how the 

idea of a triumph return to the Orient was woven into 

plans for the fut ure .tHxtkExfxKKxisr&xtkExSEgrEgxx 

C^asami Ha^ashi , 22 years of age , was brought up 

in ttorwalk, California , a m r a l community about 20 miles 

from Los Angeles. There was a sizable Jaoanese community 

of farmers and hog raisers in the district which supported 

a Japanese Association, a Christian Ohurch, a Japanese 

School, and instructions in .judo and flower arranges nt . 

Masami's father ran a l i tt le gro c ery store , vhich catered 

to the Japanese in the area by providing delivery service 

of Japanese goods and staple oroducts. Both his father 
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/ 

and mother did not have more than grammar school edu-

cation in Japan, and spoke very l ittle English , Masami 
th ei r 

had a younger ¡ i s ter , who resembled kxx mother in being 

olumo and not oarticularly attractive to other ITisei 

boys, ^asami stuttered when he was small, and his 

father succeeded in curi ng him o f ' i t to ihe extent that 

he showed only slight traces of i t . He grew up to be 

a somewhat withdrawn lad , lanky at f i r s t , but later 

developed ±;a±3axax£a±i a strong physique. His interest 
which he attended every Saturday 

in the Japanese language s c h o o l > a s ind i f ferent . In 

judo , however, he found greater interest, a&âxtaxwas 

fcksxgxilKxigfxtks:xtxtgx±Ha:tegg:fc2:xxx and was able to work 

his way up to ±kK a s an-dan, a high rank. This and h is 

studies occupied most of his time. Prior to evacuation 

he attended the University of California at Los Angeles, 

taking courses in business administration. He differed 

from some of the other Nisei in the neighborhood in that 

he did not share their social a c t i v i t i e s such as sports, 

axt drting , and dancing. 

Immediately after the bombing of -earl Harbor the 

family moved to Sacramento, where Mae a mi ' s uncle ran 

a cleanèng establishment. The movement was evidently 

partially 

motivated/by the fear of ±k complication w i th the FBI , 

since Masami1 s father had been an off ic ial of the Japa-

nese language schools, some of i/shom were being picked 

up and interned. M In Sacramento Masami was urged by the study of 

h is uncle to ta^e uo/ industrial chemistry to prepare 

to go into this business after the war, The two families 
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were evacuated to Y.alerga and then sent to i'ule Lake. 

Here Masami took a job as a f ireman , and became known 

as one of the quieter boys in the crew. He spent some 

of his spare time taking a co rrespondence on i n d u s t r i a l 

chemistry and reading . He had only begun to break away 

from h i s sfoyness s u f f i c i e n t l y to take a g i r l out on a 

dat e . 

the time of reg istrat ion Llasami had to contend 

with his Darsnts and with his b lock . His parents firmly 

believed that there was a good future await ing H i s e i i n 

Japan, and expounded this idea to Masami. His block ^ 

wavered between not r e g i s t e r i n g and doing so , and gadcd^jK^" 

^ t ^ i J - A * 0 

uq by jieoi-fli ng tte^t regist^*flMg w o ? the wiocr couroo. 

Masa li wsrs-wfe—ai i-C whc th «g. -he sJaaarla re p-
affirmative n e g a t i y r T ^ R e had toyed with the 

idea of leaving the center to attend college or to take 

. , A relative warned him not 
a job as judo, instructor . M ^ ^ ^ f e t e t a ^ S ^ x ^ i x » 

to reg ister in the affirmative because he would be 

drafted i f he d i d . ^ x t e f t f f i f i ^ i ^ He began to t h i n k more i n terms 

flronply of seeking his future in the Or ient . His uncle s 

irpge^-him in this liii-e-o^-b^jrnjcing-,-^-B^fftva^iTa t-

cauld both return f\ xiA start a c le an ing business. He could 

handle the f i n a n c i a l end, # i i l e Masami learned the more 

technical end. Masami accepted the idea that in America 

there would be no future for N i s e i , and that in the Orient 

there would be. When he registered , he answered "no , n o . " 

7/hen segregation to l i e d " a m und , Jasami did not change 
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his stand even though most o f his Nisei friends were 

1 . I b i d . 3 / 8 / 4 3 # 1 , 3 / 1 4 / 4 3 #2 

Xiyo Aiura was past 25 , an age at which girls found 

increasing d i f f iculty in getting married. She was brought 

up in a Christian home in Sacramento. A close relative 

was a minister, and Kiyo had the advantage of college edu-

cation. She had associated with other llisei f r e e l y , going 

out on dates with them. After her graduation she 

attended business college, and then found a job as a 

secretary to a professor at the University o f California 

at D a v i s . >3he had visited Japan b r i e f l y , and reported 

that she enjoyed her stay there. In fact , she sometimes 

said that She d idn ' t mind returning there to l ive . At 

the time of registration ske her family and relat ives had 

been opposed to registration , &er block had first decided 

arainst registering, and later allowed block residents 

to register i f they wished, tier relatives , the Hi to mis, 

( of the Hitomi murder) were opposed to regis-

tering in the affirmative , declaring their intention tf 

returning to Japan. 

Kiyo registered BEijncksDctxy in the negative, saying that 

there was no future in this country and that she wanted 

to return to Japan 

a d MRrislr^j^rà 
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Although Kiyo was dated for a dance occasi onally, 

she did not have a steady boyfriend . A rowdy fellow, 

several years her junior, attached himself to her , but 

her family and friiends opposed i t , and she herself showed 

that she did not care for him. Several of the older 

Nisei men had paid her some attention in K the center , 

but nothing g a m x a f definite resulted . Then in the 

summer of 1943 she was suddenly courted by Oliver N o j i , 

an artist in his forties . After a whirlwind courtship, 

they were married, a B r i o r to the segregation pro-
ber e her husband was offered a job entirely 

gram relocated to "hicago , Marriage had/changed the 

future outlook for ¿ i y o . 1 

1 . I b id . 3 / 8 / 4 3 #3 

The belief that the extent to which a Japanese 

could climb socially was limited by the existence of 

prejudice against them was maintained by many I s s e i . 

¿ven when they themselves did not intend to pull up 

whatever stakes they nossdssed in this country, it 

was common for them to talk of their home country with 

gusto. Oftentimes they were led to advise Nisei that 

they had a better chance for success in Japan than in 

a country vh ere prejudice against them abounded. The 

Akahoshis, who ran a cleaner in Oakland, did not intend 

to return to Japan in the near future . Their son, a 

regular jitterbugger, was one of the first ones in the 

block to register , and was determined not to return to 

Japan where he oould see no future for himself . In 
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sneaking with Sak)da , a Xibei with s ix years of education 

in Japan and 9 0liege education in this country, M r s . Aisa-

hoshi advised him to seek his future on the Asiatic 

mainland. I f Janan were overcrowded, the mainland was 

certai nly not . ¿¿he pointed out to him that he could 

make a good living by becoming a customs inspector , 

since he knew both languages and had previous associa-

tions with Caucasians. Saisoda himself after having 

lived in Japan for six was inclined to believe 

that most Nisei isould ksx f ind d i f f iaulty making an 

adjustment and that they would be happier in this coun-

t r y . 1 

1 . I b id . 3 / 2 0 / 4 3 #1 

To give another example, an I s s e i barber from Washington, 

was heard giving the following advice to a f x young fel-

low. He said that the war 

isKjarifcarexx might last a long time, lifter the war/ fease 

he predicted that there would be many opportunities in 

the Far East for N i s e i , i f they only had enough sense 

to keep f i t . He advised IJisei to keep out of the draft , 

i f possible , srxiEkBExfeggniKHHitxkx since their future 

was in the Orient . 

Ibi d . 
2775/8/43 #2 

Tatanabe was in his middle twenti.es. He had been 

teroisgtkfc born in America, but was brought up in Japan. 

He had attended Mel ji University before coming to this 
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country shortly before the outbreak of h o s t i l i t i e s . Some 

Nisei accused him of having come to this country only 

to avoid being drafted , bùt he himself did not admit 

t h i s . He had co ne òver, he explained, to take courses 

in business administration, for which United States was 

noted. He entered junior college , and had d i f f i c u l t y 

in keeping uo with his school work because of his dèfi-

cieicy in Engl ish . On the project he worked as a truck 

driver ,SH warden, and research wo rker for the Planning 

Board. H e fcarely spoke in Engl ish , and read only Japa-

nese books. He took l i t t l e or no interest in g i r l s 

and in H ise i social a c t i v i t i e s such a s dancing. Since 

his intention had always been to return t o Japan 

after receiving an education , he aaswered in the 

negative at the/time of registration . He and his family 

remained in Tuie Lake . ^ 

1 . I b i d . 4 / 2 / 4 3 #3 

Yukio ^asaki was intent - on learning . He was sent 

to Japan when he was anal i , and stayed there until he 

finished eight ye-rs of grammar school . He returned to 

tòta Thornton, C a l i f o r n i a , to live with his father and 

brother , also a K ibe i . 7/hen he attended the grammar 

school at Thornton„he found only six or seven other 

Japanese there . During the three years &n grammar 

school and several years in the high school, *ukio 

made considerable progress in learning English and ad-

justing himself to Caucasian schoolmates. At home he 
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got along well with his father and "brother, and in torn 

was well-behavfc'è himself . In camp he studied ±t±± 

di l igently , shornng special interest in mathematics. 

Although he was 20 years of age and a senior in M g h 

school, he showed l i tt le interest in g i r l s . He got 

along f a i r l y well with some of the Nisei fellows in 

the block with whom he participated in sports, He tried 

to speak .English whenever he could. 

At the time of registration he answered " n o , n o . " 

His reason for aich an answer was simply that Japanese 

were not being treated right . He believed that after 

the war there would- be better opoortunities for him 

in the Orient , assuming .that Japan would win the war. 

He expressed a desire to return to Jacan after the war, 

fc which was a common reaction of those who first att emoted 

to adjust themselves tn this country. He was willing to 

study hard in order to quali fy for some sort of job in 

the mechanic l ine . Segregation posed a dilemma for him 

because if hé remained in Tuie Lake he would not be 

able to go out to study. He stayed in Tuie ^ake with 

his family and many of his fri aids. 
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¿•en Yasuda was considered to be eccentric by so ms 

of his f r iends . He spent his seventh to 13th year in 

Japan, where he received training at a school ran by 

"luakers. His parents had an 80 acre orchard in Placer 
* a 

County, where they were able to make a comfortable l iv ing . 

He attended gram-fir school and high school, and then 

went on to university . He took up banking and inter-

national trade , and later changed over to the study of 

Japanese DO etry, which he wrote himself . At the time of 

evacuation he had not received his a AB, and he was anxious 

to work for aX MA. He spoke English most of the time, 

with a trace of his ^ ibei background, and did not asso-

ciate with the majority of the Kibei . instead he found 

companions among the more intellectual N i s e i . t?e was 
many 

fond of talking, and SSXE found his disccurse on fourth 

di mens ion poetry dif f icult to follow. 

¿en 's outlook on the future was tinged with eccen-

tr ic i ty . He seriously considered the poss ib i l i ty of 

becoming a professor of Japanese poetry, BXX HEX a sub-

ject on which he showed promise of becoming an expert. 

However, he scoffed at the low xag&x salary paid to 

professors, and declared that he could only retain poetry 

as a hobby. He believed that there would be a good 

in Manchuria for 

future Brfxfet Nisei who spoke both English and Japanese, 
i f only they had the XXTES courage to x x t K X K X make the 

t r i p . He declared that he wanted to Kxfcux go t o .ian-

churifc where he would be abLe to rax "enjoy his Japanese 

face. 1 ' He ±mtk even went to the extent of deciding 
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to work in the hog farm rather than in the Recreation 

Department, since he had heard that hog raising in 

Manchuria was profitable . He worked on the project 

hog farm and soon lost interest in the routine work. 

At the time of registration lien stood an in hij 

bloclNi^r registration , even though the majDri^ty of 

the block r e ^ H ^ i t s were against i t . H ^ w a s suspected 

rf by the Kibei b locb^oause of M s ^ s t a n d , but no harm 

was done to him. In s p i t ^ e ^ h ^ s stated future plans 

he le 

At one time h ^ a v e up the idea of l e a v i c e n t e r 

for the^rfration , stating that ks Japan would 

beg£n to bombfc the American mainland. 

At the time of registration Ken stood up in his 

block for registration, even though the majority of 

the block residents were against it . ^e was suspected 

by the Kib ei bloc because of his pro-r egistrat i on stand, 

but no hard was done to him. At the time of segregation, 

he and his family narted company with the majority of 

the people from ±Jlacer County, and proceeded to «Jerome. 

He relocated from there, and carried out h is original 

•olan of studying and becoming an exnert in t he f ield of 

poetry . 1 

1 . Ibid . 4 / E 3 / 4 3 #1 
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A . Intro fa. oti on 

When segregation was announced, res idents were led 

to "believe that they would have a choice of determining 

for themselves whether they 

wished to follow the American or the Japanese way of 

l i f e . Evacuees, in other words, were to "be allowed a 

to choose "between "being considered " l o y a l " and " d i s l o y a l . " 

As a matter of f a c t , however, the die had already been 

cast for the majority of the residents at the time of 

reg istrat ion . Those who repatriated or f a i l e d to answer 

in the affirmative to Question 28 at that time were al-

ready considered to be " d i s l o y a l " to the United States , 

while those who had answered i n the aff irmative were 

labelled as " l o y a l . " An answer to a single question asked 

within the confines of a barbed-wire fence was fcs^re the 

basis cjf det ermining"loyalty" or " d i s l o y a l t y . " Late 

registration and changing o f answer had been allowed fol-

lowing the registrat ion c r i s i s . T.Vith the announcement 

of the segregation program no ftirther changes were al-

lowed except for a ±± particular group. Those who had 

fa i led to answer Question 28 in the a f f i rmative (Group 

I I ) were to be allowed an opportunity to change their 

stand from a negative OR* to a posit ive one. Only those 

who had failed^ to cooper at fexx with the ad nini strati on 

during the registration c r i s i ^ , so to ape ak^) were now 

allowed a second chance. 

The issue fac ing the large number who appeared for 
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segregation hearings was nominally the determination 

of " loyalty" or " d i s l o y a l t y . " Some apneared at the 

hearings arid declared without hesitation that they in-

tended to return to Japan and that their sympathies 

were with that country. In some there was evidence 

of sincerely believing that their future was in Japan 

rather than in th is country. In others , however, it 

was plain that they were giving answers implying 

a declaration of ,Tdi sloyalty" as a matter of conve-

nience. Some showed considerable reluctance to de-

clare themselves as "d isloyal " to the United States or 

" loyal " to Japan. Others attempted to ffesd: seek a 

rational basis for their desire to XEQWCXH retain their 

Group I I status by citing their bitterness over race 

p r e j u d i c e and evacuation. 0 n e of the major reason 

for not desiring to change an answer was clearly a 

reluctance to leave Tule Lake for another center. The 

fear of forced relocation was firmly imbedded in the 

ainds of some of the residents . Other specific rea-

sons for reluctance to change an answer was the fear 

of being drafted and the desire to ccnform with the 

status of other nembers of the femily. kxx iSvacuees 

exoressed l i tt le dissatisfaction with the results of 

the hearings except where sane board members attempted 

to change the status of an individual against his wish 

on the ground that the individual actually was not 

" d i s l o y a l . " By and larg.e the hearing panel was helpless 

in its attem t to nersuade an individual to change his 
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stand on Question 28 , as KISCBJ of them were wi l l ing to 

make extrene statements class ifying them as "disloyal',' 

if this were found to he nedessary. 

Hearings were begun around August 11 , when the 
* 

educational program was only getting underway. There 

was also little opportunity at the hearing itself for 

the hearing "board members to attempt to influence eva-

cuees to change their answers. The hearings were brief 

and within two weeks they were completed. Silverthorne 

project attorney, was placed in charge of the hearings , 

and as panel members he had Jacoby, Harkness , Carter, 

Gunderson, Lowery, Cooke, Cole and Fagan. Lach member 

of the panel held healings with the aid of a Caucasian 

witness , secretary, and evacuee interpreter . In most 

case the hearings did not last for five minutes. Ques-

tions were asked in a conversational s t y l e , and very 

sketchy notes were taken by the secretary . After the 

interview a short statement of the case was dictated 

to the secretary, recommending that the individual 

be placed ton the Removal List or the Segregation L i s t . 

At the hearing those who desired to do so werS 

able to change tilts their answer,from a negative wxk 

to an affirmative one, or to retain the negative stand. 

Most of the declarations of evaauees either for retain-

ing or -hanging a&xsK&xsx stands were taken at face 

value . OnE tlae one hand, a person who declared himself 

loyal to the United States and will ing to answer "yes" 

to Question 28 was not asked to show any other evi-
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dence of his professed loyalty. In fact , the administra-

tive personnel showed some signs of desiring to have as 

many residents as possible change their answer. This 

was understandable In the light of the extraordinarily 

large number of residents who had failed to answer in 

the affirmative to Question 28 &jx± or to register at a l l . 

Some of the appointed personnel were willing to admit 

that this situation had been the partial result of mis-

handling on the part of the administration. Many resi-

dents were cognizant of the ea'se of changing an answer 

from "no" to " y e s , " and often attributed to a desire 

on the oart of the administration to rid the projects 

of as much of the financial burden of supporting evacuees 

as possible. On the other hand, it was also possible 

for a resident to declare fctocfc himself as "disloyal',' ±h 

without being closely questioned about his real feelings 

on the matter. It was only when an individual hesitated 

in taking a definite stand, that he was likely to be 

Questioned in some detai l . Some of the panel members, 

realizing that actually " loyal " residents were declaring 

themselves as "disloyal" attempted to ignore the "disloyal" 

front maintained by an evacuee. Many evacuees believed 

that it was much harder to retain a negative stand than 

to change to a positive one, fecct and there was considerable 

truth in this b e l i e f . 

In all only a x relatively small percentage—possibly 

20 per cent—changed their SLKXKKX stand from a negative 

to a positive one. Those who UCEXX charged their stand were 
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automat i cally reolass ified into Group I I I . They were 

el igible to move to another center, "but had to under-

go a somewhat thorough leave clearance herring "before 

being allowed to leave the pro ject on indefinite leave . 

The XE3ril±xEnxiHX large number of residents who remained 

in Group I I did no-t necessarily indicate that Tule 

L^ke possessed a larger number of persons dangerous 

to the United States than the other centers. As has 

already been indicated , the matter of being tagged as 

" loyal " or "d is loyal " was largely secomiary to other 

issues which faced evaaaees. Through some record of 

hearings and evacuee co aments on them their attitudes 

toward the issues facing them will be examined. 
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B. •ùoya.lt.flr-^lïl M>LtfF3y ^ W * ^ 

The vast majority of those who appeared for their 

hearing retained their negative answer. In attempting 

to retain their group I I status , many of them merely 

stated plainly that they desired to return to Japan 

and that their sympathies were with Japan. Where auch 

declarations were made simply and without hésitation , 

it was d i f f icult to know whether the answers were sin-

cere, or whether it was only a means of avoiding having 

to wrangle over the choice of staying in Tule Lake. 

The similarity of answers sc±x given s to 'one member of 

the panel indicated that those who appeared fept before 

him were Prepared with the HJOTSÏ answer/ which insured 

the retention of their "disloyal11 status-^- Several 

interviews are sufficient to x± know the routine nature 

of some of the ouest ions and answers: 

An unmarried I s s e i , 54 years of age , without rela-
tives in the United States , and who lived in Block 
17 "ns asked through an interpreter : 

'Does he understand much Engl ish$ " 

" N o . " 

(j'Why d idn ' t he register? " 

"His intention was to return to Japan after 
the war. He didn 't want to leave for the outside . " 

"Does he feel he is more loyal±x to Japan 
than to the United States?" 

"Since he intends to go back to Japan his 

sympathies are with that country." 

"That 's a l l , thank y o u . " 1 J 

Billigmeir Notes on Segregation, 8 / 2 0 / 4 3 Case #5 
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was born in Washington, and lived for 

six or seven years in Japan, where she finished a year 

of g ir ls ' high school. Her pa rent sx were s t i l l l iving 

in Janan. She was 29 years of age , and married to an 

I s s e i . She lived in .Block 1 4 . 

"Do yoil expect to go to Japan after the war?" 

" Y e s . " 

" Is your husband Issei or Nisei? " 

" I s s e i . " 

^ "Do you s t i l l want to answer Question 28 
" H N O 1 . ? " 

"My feeling i s the same." 

"Because you want to go back to Japan?" 

" Y e s . " 

"Would you say you are disloyal to the 
United States?" 

" Y e s . " 

"That 's a l l . Thank y o u . " 

(Placed on Segregation JList.)"1 

ikii- SscsExte 8 / 2 9 / 4 3 , Case N 0 . 10 

was a Kibei , 24 years of a£?e. He 

was born in Marysvilie , and lived in Japan for 15 years 

between 1923 and 1938 . tie received education only in 

Japan and spoke no English . He was married and lived 

in Block 4 9 . 

"He d i d n ' t register, did he understand the 
registration orogram?" 

"His int enti ons are to return to Japan. " 

"His sympathies are with Japan?" 

j 
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"Yes , with Jap an . " 

"That ' s a l l , thank you . " 

(Placed on Segregation L i s t . ) 1 

1 . I b id . 8 / £ l / 4 3 Case No. 6 . For similar cases see 
ftt I b id . 8 / 2 0 / 4 3 Oases Ho ¿ , 8 , 9 , 13 , 14 , 1 5 , 16 , 1 7 , 18 , 
19 , 20 , £1, 22 ; 8 / 2 1 / 4 3 Oases No. 1 , 2 , 3 , 

These simple declarations of intention of returning 

to Japan and having sympathies for Japan were d i f f icult 

found 

to evaluate. They were SAOSCFC ESSXISH among I s s e i , N i s e i , 

and Kibei , and most commonly among Issei and Kibei . Some 

of them were undoubtedly sincere, while others were merely 

for the purpose of staying in Tale Lake. Some were based 

on unrealistic thinking which exaggerated the maltreatment 

in t h i s country and the good l i f e which awaited them in 

the Orient . S t i l l others undoubtedly represent"ed/fpra.c-

tical Planning. Members of the Hearing Board, according 

to Bill igmeir , did not believe that they were determining 

loyalty or di sloyalty. They realized the peculiar cir-

cumstances under which residents were asked the loyalty 

question, and the desire of many residents to stay in 

Tule Lake even at the cost of being coisidered d is loyal . 

C N O member of the Hearing Board believes that 
the hearings are actually determining the loyalty 
of the evacuees i n most, instances . In the first" 
place they have become aware of the fact that loyalty 
is not something that can be weightd or measured 
or easi ly inspected. Secondly, majiy of the appointed 
personnel regret that questions of loyalty should 
be raised when the evacuees are in a relocation 
center; they feel that questions of loyalty cannot 
fa ir ly be asked under the circumstances. In the 
third place, it soon became evident that a large 
nunfcer of people were claiming sympathy or loyalty 
to Japan in order to remain at Tule Lake. 
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It is obvious that many Japanese Americans 
are b itter , but not disloyal i f that therm de-
tosxk notes any dangerous or active anti-Ame rican 
sentiment. The members of the hearing panel are fJVv 
cognizant of this f a c t . P6l"b6rt Ciol-e remarked 
upon his hearings , "Almost all of these people 
are loyal , they just don't want to be shoved around 
any mor e . " . . .GnaititiiSOti expressed the b e l i e f that 
these hearings ccu-ld not really determine indi-
vidual loyalty . 1 - If̂ A/v 

1 . I b id . See also comment on 6 / 2 0 / 4 3 , Case .Ho. 4 
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0 . Reluctance to Declare Disloyalty 

In a number of cases it was clear that an evacuee 

was attempting to retain his segregee status without 

making statements which would commit himself definitely 

as having declared his d isloyalty . This reluctance to 

take a firm stand either as one leaving Tule Lake 

or as one being classified as "d is loyal " and being re-

tained in xule i»ake was characteristic of many persons 

who remained b e h i n d . N o t only were they afraid of 

being forced out of Tule -Liâ ce, they stsrE also scxx feared 

^©T making an unwise com itment at this t i $ e . They 

were later tagged as "fence-sitters" and treated with 

scorn by those who were wi l l ing to take a firm stand 

as a "d isloyal " evaoiaee, especially those who arrived 

from other centers. Some declared their loyalty after 

being assured of being able to stay in Tule Lake with 

another member of the family . Others wanted to know 

whether they would be allowed to stay on the strength 

of the feeble "d isloyal " statement that they had made. 

S t i l l other's sought to find justi f ication in their 

stand by pointing out the injustices committed 'against 

them. All of these indicated a strong reluctance to 

make definite commitments at this time. 

was born in ^arysvi l le , and completed 

two years of high school there . She spoke, read, and 

al though 

wrote both English and Japanese, / ^ h e had never been 

to Japan. She was married to an Issei 38 years of age, 
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who had declared that he planned to r e t u r n to Japan. 

She was caught i n a dilemma. Her f a t h e r , sister and 

brother were relocating to C inc innat i . She had a son 

who would f in ish high school in two years , whom she 

wanted to send to college . She did not want to relin-

quish her t i e s with this country at this t ime. 

"D id you register? " 

" H O . " 

"Any soecial reason?" 

" I d i d n ' t understand . " 

"How would you answer Question 28? " 

" I t ' s s hard to answer . " 

" Yes / it i s . Can you say you feel allegiance 

to the United States?" 

"My-husband wants to pq to Japan , " she answered 

after a long pause. 

"Your husband is a c it izen of Jap an . ^ You 're 
an American c i t i z e n and your status is d i f f e r e n t . 
There is no assurance you can go t o Japan despite 
his c i t i z e n s h i p . What we are ccncerred m t h is 
how you feel about allegiance despite the evacua-
tion and the injustices you have suf fered . Alter 
a long cause , Mr. A n d e r s o n continued, Asi£ ques- ^ 
tions you want answered and w e ' l l try to meet them. 

" I think question of disloyalty i s b e t t e r . " 

" W e l l , . . . n o r e a s o n . / . . . I f I say " l o y a l ' w i l l 

they take me or leave me here?" 

"We don ' t split f a m i l i e s . I f one member is 

on the segregation l i s t the others in the family 

are given the ir choice of leaving or remaining , 

don 't want you to answer a certain w a y just be-

cause your husband does . This hearing i s just to 

determine your l o y a l t y ! " 

" Y e s . " 

1! Why?" 
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"Then it doesn't have anything to do w i th staying?" 

, y o u ' l l just "be given the choice of fol-

lowing your husband or n o t . " 

,7Then you 'd say 'yes ' on quest ion £8? That 's 

the question on loyalty . " 

" Y e s , " she replied after a pause. 

"Do you feel you s t i l l have enough f a i t h in 

A f r i c a to swear allegiance?" 

" Y e s . . . I have a boy v&o has two years to g) 

to finish high school. He ' s 16 . Could he go out 

to school when he f in ishes? " 

"Y/hen he i s 1 7 , he w i l l be given a chance to 
leave. I t ' s his decision then. Eow he must s t a y . 
Suppose his f ather wants to be segregated, i f you 
have declared loyalty and your son wants to leave, 
y o u ' l l be giaren a chance to a s k for a hearing to 
d e c id e whe t h er you c an f o 11 o w you r so n . Up on th e 
favorable decision of the he-ring board, you may 
leave Tule Lake if you want to . The Social Wel-
fare Department w i l l ask you whether you want to 
stay here now or . not . According to your answer you 
wi l l remain, here or l e a v e . " 

" Jy father , sister and brother are g^ing to 

Cinncinnati . They may want to ca l l my son there 

l a t e r . " 

"Your Either', sister and brother are /elocating 

" I guess that ' s a l l . I f there is any question 

you would like answered, feel, free to co fie here."--

" Y e s , " 

1 . Ibjd . 8 / 2 0 / 4 3 , Case #2 
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An Issei declined to reply d irectly to a question 

asking him i f he felt more loytt to Japan or to America, 

although it was clears* that his intentions were to re-

main in Tule Lake . He was horn in Japan, and had not 

v is i ted Japan since he arrived i n th is country 1905 . He 

was 59 years of age , did not have any l iv ing re lat ives 

except a brother in Japan. tasxs^Est^a: 

"Does he plan to return to Japan a f t e r the war?" 

"Yes 

"Does he understand or speak any Engl ish? " 

"Ho , not very much." 

"He d i d n ' t reg ister , w i l l you ask him vfay?" 

Q ' H e came to r e g i s t e r , but it was too l a t e . " 

" I f h e were given a chance now, would he?" 

"H is h e a l t h is poor and he wants to return 

to Japan, a id s ince he f e e l s that he w i l l return 

he w)uld rather not r e g i s t e r . 

"Does he f e e l more loyalty to Japan or to the 

United States? " 

" S ince he has property in Japan and can make 

an easy living there , he would just as soon go back 

" T h a t ' s a l l , thank y o u . " J 

(Placed on Segregation L i s t . } 1 

1 . I-, i d . 6 / 2 0 / 4 3 , Case S o . 3 

to bel ieve 

It was very d i f f i c u l t for the panel m e m b e r / t h a t 

( r e s i d i n g at 3 0 0 5 ) , a 21 year old H ise i , 

was d isloyal to the United States or loyal to Japan. 

He was born i n Sacramento, and had received a l l tff 

h i s education in this c o u n t y . According to the record 
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he spoke very l ittle Japanese, while his caommand of Eng-

lish was good. He had evidently come before the hearing 

board determined not to change his status as a segregee. 

When questioned about his loyalty , however, he TXSCSX±K 

declined to commit himself . He defended himself on the 

git) und that LXfrttiflx'biKKKxnagEbcgfehgar Japanese-Americans 
and other minori ty groups 

had been mistreated in this country. The panel member 

choose to argue w ith him, and the £1 year old boy very 

ably defended his somewhat vague stand. He was deter-

mined to stay in Tule Lake to see "how the American 

people r e a c t . " Clearly , he was reserving his f inal 

decision concerning his loyalty status . 

"Was there any reason why you didn 't register?" 

" I was undecided . " 

" I f you could register , would you?" 

" I don 't know. " 

"The b i g question was t h e loyalty question, 
number £8 . How do you feel about i t . Perhaps I ' d 
better put it this way , after the in jus tic es~ of 
the evacuation do you have enough faith i n this 
country to believe that it w i l l ' r e c t i f y tiie wrongs 
you have experienced?" 

"Put yourself in my place. What would you 
do?" 

" I couldi ' t put myself in your place and I 
wouldn't be fooli^i enough to assume that I can. 
I ' s a personal decision you have to make. It 
must be remembered that in war time things happen 
that would never occur otherwise. The wrongs that 
occur in war time can; ot always be avoided. " -et 
me put i t this way. Are you going to Japan?" 

" I don ' t know. " 

"But speaking of the present , do you have plans 
at present to return? " 

" I c a n ' t s a y . " 
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U " D o you feel that you'd f i t in well in Japan? 
Where do you think you'd best fit in—here 4>r in 
Japan. " 

" I can ' t say , because of racial prejudices in 

this country. " 

"We're fi ghting a gainst racial prejudices and 

persecuti o n . " 

" I don't know, the colored people have faced 

it ever since they came h e r e . " 

"Among the Nisei then selves there is discri-
mination. I sn ' t there a class distinction among 
Japanese? I sn ' t it true that some classes can 't 
marry members of other classes?" 

" I don 't know." 

" I ' v e been told that this is so . What I 'm 
trying to point out is that every country has cer-
tain prejudices and ibr the hope of any country 
prejudices against classes , races and religions 
must be eliminated. Otherwise we ! ll fight wars 
eternal ly . " 

"With this count ly i t ' s race prejudice . " 

"^ome people feel prejudices others do not . 
The Nisei themselves are partly responsible for the 
prejudices agianst them. There are Nisei in t i l s 
country who never made any effort to mix with 
Oauciasiaas , others d i d . I ' v e seen Nisei whom I feh 
think are the/inest people I { v e ever met and others 
aren't vrorth the powder to blow them up . The 
same is true of any racial group." 

"That ' s true of all peoples . " 

"We've got to learn to treat people as indi-
duals. You mentioned the negro problem, that is a 
tremendous problem, the more so because the biggest 
majority o f the Negroes are u n i n t e l l i g e n t . " 

"Because they 're oppressed." 

"That 's t r u e . The Nisei on the other hand are 
well educated. I admit freely that the treatment 
of negroes is bad, buJ; the treatment of poor whit es 
is eoually bad . It takes a wiser man. than me to 

You mean the negroes^ 
1» 
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solve the q u e s t ' o n . . . .You have the choice o f re-
maining. in the United States and making it the 
country you like or do as many people in America , 
ignore the minority problem. I think it is one 
of the jobs of the Nisei to help solve the pro-
blem of minority people and make this country 

better . Many Nisei are on the outside now and 
making Caucasians with whom they come into contact 
aware of the minori ty problem, -before the evacua-
tion it was a problem of all of us . After the 
evacuation it now becomes a chance for you to be-
come especially awaare of the problem, " i t ' s a 
tough situation , I ' l l admit. But we all have to 
make a dec is ion . " 

" I want to stay in Tule Lake and see how the 
American people r e a c t . " 

" I f you remain here, in four months y o u ' l l 
be more bitter than ever . " 

"Why?" 

"Because y o u ' l l not enjoy being kept in this 
camp under strict care. I f you f e e l bitter now 
you ' l l be more so with greater restrictions placed 
upon y o u . . . .You 're not dangerous, you can fit well 
into American l i f e . You won't l ike being considered 
dangerous and disloyal by those on the outside . The 
fact is that you're very American. The fact that 
you oppose being deprived of your rights i s an 
indication of your being A m e r i c a n ! . . . . Do you want 
to make a decision?" 

"Let it s t a y . " 

"You've g)t to make the decision now and it is 
an all-important one. Some day the American peo-
ple are g> ing to rea l i ze v&at has happened. Most 
of the American people aren 't aware o f the fact that 
ihere has been an evacuation. One of the teachers 
just came back from West v irginia'. Most people 
there were amazed to learn that evaucees were s t i l l 
l iving in relocation cent ers . ' The largest propor-
tion of the American people know l i t t l e about the 
situation . You can ' t create public opinion to 
oppose this sort of tiling #ien no one knows about 
i t . You mention the legro problem. Most people 
in the United States ¿now nothing about how Negroes 
are treated in the ¿ o a t h . . . . I ' m not trying to per-
suade you or sway you from your decision but I 
want to point these tilings out to you. Think it 
over. But make your own decision . I don't want 
to decide for you nor see others decide for you. 
Tut the ouestion on this b a s i s : Which way wi l l 
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I have the most choice . Whiek will be best for 
me in the years to come. Think it out yourself 
carefully . Try to forget the mistakes of the 

. past and look into the future. When you have made 
your decision come back and let us know." 

" I n case I don't come back, turn in my Dapers 
as they a r e . " 

"411 r ight , I ' l l do t h a t . " 1 

I I b i d . 8 / 2 0 / 4 3 Case.No. 7 

....... was embittered. She was 32 years of 

age, was born in Washington, and had received a high 

school education in this country. She had never been in 

Japan, and could' only sneak the Japanese language. She 

was carried to a 41 year old ¿fexe: I Hawaii-born Kibei , 

who had already declared his intention of returning to 

Japan. She seemed to believe sincerely that there was 

no longer any hope for her and her children in this coun-

try, and that conditions in ^apan could not beg® worse 

than it was here. 

"Can you read and write Japanese?" 

" N o . " 

"Do you speak it?" 

" Y e s . " 

"You didn 't register , why?" 

,TI have American c i t i zenship . I t ' s no good, 
so what 1s the use?" 

'Has the evacuation caused you to lose faith?" 

" I feel that we're not wanted in this country 
any longer. Before the evacuation I had thought 
that we were A,IE ri cans, but our features are 
against us , ' Jshe giggled nervously as she spoke. 

" I realized that you've suffered hardships, 
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"but I wish you could make your decision without 
bi tterne ss . " 

" I ' v e go t to go to Japaix with my husband 
anyway, how would I eat?" 

"You have a child? Do you want him brought 
up a Japane se?" 

u~"Yes , I found out about being an American. 
I t ' s too late for me, but at least I can bring 
up my children so that they won't have to face the 
same kind of trouble I ' ve exp eri en ced. " 

"You realize that you wi l l have d i f f iculty 
in adjusting to l i f e in Japan?" 

" I know that , but I 'm willing: to try it any-
way. I t ' s too late for me. The important thing 
is that my children will not h a v ^ t o po through 
the same experiences as I have . " I 

" That ' s a l l , thank you . " 

(Placed on Segregation List.)"*" 

1 . I b id . 8 / 2 0 / 4 3 Case No. 12 

was ssctst: cautious. He was born in 

Placer County, but was sent to Japan as a baby, and 

returned to this country in 1929 . He had eight years 

of schooling in ¿apan, and only one xh fc&XEx in the 

United States . He could xjaeak understand only a 

l ittle English . He was 30 years of age . He lived in 

Block 4 5 , which had been strongly opposed to registra-

tion . He desired to remain in Tule Lake, but did not 

want to com.lit himself on the loyalty question more 

than necessary. After some questioning he f inally 

stated that his sympathies under existing circumstances 

were more with Japan than the United States and that 

he intended to return to Japan after the war. 
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"Was there any reason why you didn 't regis-
ter? " 

"D idn ' t understand. " 

"Do you want to live in the United States 
after the war or do you want to live in Japan." 

(The person being interviewed seemed unable 
to understand Enough EngLish to comprehend the ques-
tion . He looked around the room as though search-
ing for something to help him and shrugged his shoul-
ders, making plain his need for an interpreter . An 
interpret er was caLled. ) 

C 
^ " A s k him i f he feels more loyal to Japan or to k 

the United S t a t e s . " 

"He hasn 't thought of t h a t . " 

"Put it this Vv?ay, would he be loyal to the 
United States?" 

"Hot necessarily he hasn 't given it much 
thought either way . " j 

"Does he have any brothers in Japan?!? 

"Three . " 

"Any re lat iv8s /n this count ry?" 

"One brother and one s i s t e r . " 

"Where?" 

"The brother is in the U . S . army, the sister 
is in &n Arizona relocation center . " 

"Would he like to go to the camp where h i s 
si ster i s . " 

"Definitely n o t . He wants to remain h e r e . " 

"Are his borthers in Japan in the Japanese 
Army?" 

"He doesn't know because of the diff iculty in 
comnunication between th is country and Japan. " 

fc When asked to make his feelings of loyalty 
more clear and d e f i n i t e , the young Kibei stated 
that at present under existing circumstances his 
sympathies would be more with Japan, and that he 
has the intention of returning to Japan after the 
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war. 

"On the basis of what he has s a i d , " the inter-
preter related , "he wants to know vfoether or not 
he can stay here. He says he is going to stay 
in this camp." 

"Thank you, t h a t ' s a l l , " replied Mr. A n -

derson without committing himself on the question. 

(Placed on Segregation L i s t ! ) 1 

x b i d . 8 / 2 1 / 4 3 , Oase No. 5 

was disturbed about the necessity* of 

having to appear before the hearing board to declare 

that he was more loyal to Japan. He was born in Wyo-

ming, lived in Japan from 1922 21 to 1937 , and was 

5 2 years of age. He understood enough English to carry 

on a conversation without an interpreter. He had spent 

the time since s s m u g returning to the United States 

in texKsing studying. Mss±m£x His family , except for 

a brother, l ived in Japan. He explain that his teachers 

had been kind to him, but that the evacuation had hurt 

him very much. 

"You d idn ' t reg ister , why?" 

" I d idn 't want to r e g i s t e r . " 

"Do you plan to return to Japan a f t e r the war?" 

"Yes. " 

"Do you feel more loyalt to Japan?" 

" Yes . I feel very good to grammar school 
teachers. They very good. But this evacuation 
hurt very much. How I can't feel good atout A f r i c a . 

"We can understand how you, but we're sorry 
you f e e l that way . That ' s all and thank you . " 
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(Placed on Segregation L i s t l ) " 

1 . I b id . 8 / 2 1 / 4 3 #2 

jb 
Mr. Tanabe was determined not to leave Tule Lake. 

2 . ?or detailed account of family circumstances, see 

He was aged, and on top of that both he and his wife were 

not well enough to work very hard. Both he and -Irs. 

Tanabe had not registered at the time of registration , 

largely due to the pressure from block residents . When 

feoth received notices of a hearing, Mr. Tanabe was dis-

turbed. He was anxious to insure being able to stay in 

Tule Lake, gts He had two daughters, one of whom had 

relocated to Salt Lakd City to attend x&iax college, and 

Salt Lake 
the other who was planning: to accept a job in xfeisteixgtian, 
City 

as secretary. He was wi lling to let them relocate , 

but he did not want to leave Tule Lake. His daughters 

begged him to go to another center, where they could at 

least v is it their parents. He stubbornly held to the 

idea that those in other centers would be forced to relo-

cate. His wife showed signs of leaning toward the chil-

dren, and he ordered her not to appdar for kis her hear-

ing. He would f i x matters himself . 

.''hen Mr. Tanabe appeared for his hearing, he was 

unable to declare himself disloyal to the United States. 

He had lived msa: for many years in Marysville , working 

for a Caucasian. He was well-accented among them, and 

did not feel the need for associating closely with 
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other Japanese in the neighborhood. He wanted to return 

to his job after the war was over, and had no intention 

of returning to Japan in the near future. When he was 

asked whether he would be loyal to the United States, 

he replied that he would not do anything against i t . 

He was then asked whether he intended to returning to 

Japan, and he answered that did not intend to right 

away. He did not know what the outcome of his hearing 

h d been. He honed that he would be allowed to stay. 

:.!rs. i'anabe did not report for her hearing, and 

stated that she wanted 
she was questioned at home. She :ksx ±eitE^x1ta±xkxxxkxs:* 
to go to another center, but 
katMxv!Ssxmfcnsp::fecr h € ^is^E^xtocxadbsgc^xsaaiixstBtxit that 

she wanted to be with her husband. SubseouentLy the 

couple were placed on the Removal L i s t , which came as 

Mr. Tana-be. He 
a surprise to fe&sxs: Xtey went to the administration 

building and lodged a protest, and was f ina l ly allowed 

to Kkscsgxx^xExxxBfextxsxfxa: stay on the Segregation L i s t . " 

1 . J . S . Journal 8 / 2 6 / 4 3 #4 , 9 / l l / 4 3 #4 

The reluctance to fleclare the intention of return-

ing to Japan or of having sympathies with the United 

States was found among Issei , X ibei , and I U s e i . ±± 

xasxfcfcxxHacxiafifcsxx Those who had been we 1±-accept ed ' in 

this country, however, were mostly likely to be on the 

defensive when asking to be placed on the Segregation 

L i st . Their hearts were often mot in the statements 

that they had to make to be able to stay in Tule Lake. 
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D . Desire to Bemain in Tale Lake 

Some who appeared for their hearing did not remem-

ber that the o f f i c i a l issue of the hearings was the 

Question o f loyalty.KKx±kato5CH±±yx Instead they made 

it nlain that they were primarily ccn cerned about being 

able to stay in Tule Lake. To these individuals loyalty 

was a secondary/ i s s u e . Some sdaa wanted to stay i n 

Tule Lake because of old age or f amily r esp o n s i b i l i t y . 

Others stated that they feared forced re locat ion i f 

they left Tule Lake. The widespread inter oretati on 

that the main issue of segregation was the choice of 

being able to stay in a center or forced to resettle 

were evident in these cases . They had been told that 

they were to be allowed to make a .free choice , and 

their answer was not i n terms of " I am d i s l o y a l , " but 

^X- t^cc^t ir* s-ecL^v/1 — W c - X w ^ v C v '' " r ^ 

si mply thfit thry flifl ndt wieli to leisre* Piilt Loire . ~ u e ^ :/ 

41 years of a g e , ^ c ^ ^ — 

Mr. /had no plans for relocat ion . He was 

born in ^aran , had njome to the United States in 1919 , 

and had not returned to Japan since then. He bel ieved 

that those who registered and considered to be " l o y a l " 

would be forced oat of the centers , and he was deter-

mined to stay . 

Was there any reason f o r his not r e g i s t e r i n g ? " 
L " 

"He d idn ' t register because of the rumor that 

those who reg istered would be ~orced t o leave and 

he had no place to g o . " 

"Does he understand now that that i s n ' t so?" 

" I guess he doe s. " 
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"He can 't understand or speak E n g l i s h . " 

"Very l i t t l e . " 

"Does he plan to return to Japan after the 
war ? " 

" Y e s . " 

"Does he feel more more sympathy to Japan than 
to the United States?" 

"His sympathy lies with Japan . " 

"Why?" 

!iHe was a law ah idi ng c i t i z e n , worked hard, 
respected law, and yet he was placed here . He 
can 't stand it any longer. " T 

"That ' s a l l , ? thank y o u . " 

(He was placed on the Segregation List with 
the notation that he had been embittered b y e v a -
cu nti o n . } x 

1 . ikt Bill igmeir , Op. c i t . 8 / £ 0 / 4 3 Case #4 

M r s . feared being forced to leave 

Tule Lake , iier husband had registered and answered 

"yes" to Que.stion 2 8 . Whether she registered or not 

had not been so important, but now tkx whether the 

family would be able to stay in Tule Lake or not 

depended upon her refusal to change her status in 

Group I I . She haixsaat was bo'rn in Japan, and had come 

to the Unites States when she was 1 8 , and was now 39 . 

She had had 9 years" of education in ^apan, and spoke 

only a l i t t l e English . I f she answered "yesfc" to 

Question 2 8 , she would have to leave Tule Lake. I f she 

answered " n o , " she would be considered a potential 

dangerous person. She did not want to sign anything. 
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"Do you understand and speak English?" 

"Only a l i t t l e . " 

" I s your son i n camp?" 

" Y e s . " 

' (Through the interpreter) 

She didn't r e g i s t e r , why?" 

"At that time she was s ick , but had no inten-
tion of signing the registration forms." 

"Wi l l she abide by the laws of the United 

States and not harm the war effort?" 

"She says that if she answers yes, she might 
have to l e a v e . / Should I t e l l her that her fears 
are not v a l i d ! " the interpreter asked. 

" I t ' s not a Question of leaving, it ' s a net ter 
of loyalty . We're merely asking quest ions—it ' s 
not for us to decide whether or not she stays . 
She dban sign a l l the papers and s t i l l can go to 
Japan. That is ibr Japan to decide i f it wants 
h e r . " 

"She can 't answer the question . " 

"She can 't answer whether s h e ' l l harm the 
war effort and abide by the laws of the United 
States?" 

"She says she can't do any harm anyway because 
she doesn't wan4-t leave. She has that fear she 
c&n 't squelch . " f 

"How would she answer question 28 which her 
husband answered ' yes ' to?" 

"Did that pertain to the sabotaging of the 
war effort?" 

" It pertained to the impeding of the war effort 
and obeying the laws of the United S t a t e s . " 

"She won't sign anything . " 

"She doesn't have to sign anything. Does she 
feel disloyal to the United States?" 

"Her sympathies are towards Japan. " 
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"Why are her sypnathies with Japan?" 

"She said she was bom in Japan and raised 
there and f o r that reason she is loyal to J a p a n . " 

" T h a t ' s a l l , thank y o u . " 

TShe was placed on the Segregation L i s t . J 1 

1 . I b i d . 8 / 2 0 / 4 3 Case ITo. 6 

was born in S e r t t l e . He had :pnei com-

pleted high school , and was now IS years of age. He 

ftad never been to Japan. 

"You registxerdd and sa id " n o , " i s that cor-
rect? " 

" Y e s . " 

"Has anything happened to make you want to 
change that answer?" 

" W o . " 

ny reasons? " 

" I ' m the only one in the family , and my 
parents are weak and can ' t move . " 

"You want to stay here because of your parents 

" Y e s , and i f they want to return to Japan. 
I 11 go t o o . " 

" T h a t ' s a l l . Thank y o u . " 

(Placed on Segregation L i s t . ) 1 

1 . I b i d . 8 / 2 1 / 4 3 Case Ho. 4 

59 years of age .and 

-ir- was /o ld enough to r e t i r e , XKXWXS 

He had come to the united in 1903 and had not v i s i t e d 

Japan s ince . He did not know for sure whether his 

parents were s t i l l a l i v e . He l ived in B loc* 4 4 , v^ ere 
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the community ressure against registering had been 

strong. ie thought of returning to Jaoan after the 

war was over. At the moment his primary ferr was one 

of being- forced to leave the center . The question of 

loyalty was secondary to the need he fe lt for clinging 

to the one source of security he nov, felt Eke* Tule 

i^ake to be. 

L "Does he hope to return to Japan?" 

"Yes, as soon as the war ends . " 

Does he have any property in Japan?" 

" He do e s n' t know f or su re . " 

"How does he feel about gDing to another center 
and waiting for the war to end?" 

"He do e sn11 wan t to mov e an y wh er e un t il a f t e r 
the war. THAT IS T TE m i H RE/S N WHY HE H DLI1 T 
REGISTER." (The latter point was stressed. ) 

"Does he feel more loyalty to Japan." 

"He hasn 't been back , but he can 't get it out 
of his mind. " 

"He doesn't f e e l disloyal to the United States . " 

"Before the war he felt sympathetic to the 

United States . Since beirF out here, he f e e l s 

more sympathy to J a p a n . " J 

" That ' s a l l . Thank you . " 

(Placed on Segregation ^ i s t . ) 1 

1 . Ibid . 8/£l/'-3 Case Eo. 6 

was not ready to commit himself definitely 
wait to see 

about his future plans . He v, an ted to xsiimtccxjisssn 

isrxsOT. what chances he wcu Id have in Jarnn or in this 
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For this and nossibily other reasons.he vented to stay 

in Tale Lake until the end of the war. His Nisei wife 

was willing to follow him i f he returned to Japan. 

He was 17 years of age. He was born in Lodi , Cal i fornia , 

and resided in Japan from 1920 to 1930 . He had received 

8 years of education in Japan, and £ years in the United 

States after hi s return . He lived in Block 26 where 

pressure against registering had not been excessively • 

stro ng. 

"Does he p lan to go to Japan after the war?" 

"He 1s dot definite y e t . " 

"Does he have any property in Japan?" 

"His father has property. He is the oldest 
son. 

—. "Was ther</any reason for h is not registering?" 

"He planned to stay at Tule Lase so he signed 
"no, no . " 

/'Does he feel loyaltx to the United States?" 

"He feels more loyal to Japan because he 
wants to go back there and see i f he l ikes it 
there . " -1 

(His wife was then c a l l e d . ) 1 

1« fc I b id . 8 / 2 1 / 4 3 Case U 0 . 10 . For w i f e ' s case 
see , Case IT0 . 11 . 

These cases revealed that the desire to stay in 
greatly 

. a l e ha.Ke was often/dominant over the loyalty ±n S S i ssue . 

What had been mere fear and suspicion at the time of 

registration was now reinforced by the segregation Pro -

gram. Some of the evacuees claimed that they had not 
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registered because they did not want to be forced out 

of the center. For the same reason, they stated , they 

did not want to change their status . On the other hand, 

it- was not clear in these cases why it was that they 

wished to stay in Tule Lake even at the exoer.ee of being 

branded as disloyal . Those who mentioned old age and 

family responsibility were thinking of the security that 

confine lent in Tule .ake would offer them. Other cases 

in which nore specific reascns for staying are indicated 

wi l l now be reviewed. 
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E . Fear of the Draft 

The no st important reasons for HtsqEiH desiring to 

stay in. -ale ^a^e was often concealed at the hearings . 

This was evident from a comparison of statements made 

at the hearing, and reports and discussions of the 

he-rings among evacuees. In the records the reason 

iost often xfctxst stated in defense of retaining status 

in Group I I was a §esi re to return to -Japan or sympathy 

for Japan. In franker discussions at home and in the 

block, other reasons were mentioned more frequently . 

One of these reasons , which have already been reviewed 

in t lie section on attitudes toward re sett, lane nt f was 

the fear of being drafted . This played a dominant 

part in the resistance to registration , to ss^ss^ikccH 

resettlement, and now to being sent to another center. 

Two examples w i l l be reviewed to show how the attitude 

toward the draft affected the stand taken a t the hearing. 

Tatsuo % i was in his late twenties, and one who 

impressed the elders as having a responsible character. 

He was reasonable, and got along well with the people 

in his b loc* . He worked in the mess hall in Dioc k 25 

as the head waiter, and treated blocK: peoole with res-

oect. He so oke l i t t l e English , fcsviHxxnESEi-^m^fet; -crgx 

±Krfx having been born in this count xy and brought up 

in Japan. He maintained some of the traditional Japa-

nese sys terns of value . His Nisei w i f e , ^ r instance, 

complained that even while she was pr egnant he did not 
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offer to carrysmxrpc water to the apartment -or her . 

They ted been married soon a fter coming to Tale Laite , 

and seemingly got along well in the ir l i t t l e apart-

ment. Dorothy was in her middle twenties , and 

fy 2_ 

o-l&est of the Sofye family . ffcxxas: toeitevect She v, as 

not particularly a ttract ive , and the marriage had been 

arranged for her by e lders . 

1 . See for family deta i ls . 

.Ir. oofye was anxious to renain in Tale La^e for fear 

Bob, 

that i f the '2b. :nily did not his son,would be drafted , 

and 

His w i f e / his ch i ldren , however, were incl ined to be-

lieve that it was better to g o to another center . 

Dorothy had thought that ±fcxsran±± i f it were not for 

the matter of B o b ' s being drafted , it would be better 

to leave . Tatsuo was w i l l i n g to stay in Tule Lake 

with the Sofye family , and he probably w cuId have 

le ft i f the latter had decided to do s o / 

¿ . The dependence of the x^ibei husband narried to 

a i i s e i on the w i f e ' s family is often very strong. 

Can this be tested s t a t i s t i c a l l y ? It would mean that 

husband and wives w rxild have to b e * ¡Hatched. 

At the time of registration Tatsuo had answered 

" n o . " " hen he returned from his hearing , he reported 

that he had not changed h is s t a t u s . As his reason 

Cor xock wanting to xkxx^xxkis: stay in Tule Lake he 

had stated that he did not want to b e drafted . An 

observer recorded: 
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They asked me whether I wanted Jan an to win 
or not , and I sa id , " Y e s . " Then they asked me 
whether I wanted to s t a y in Tale Lake, and I said 
" y e s . " When they asised me why I wanted to stay , 
I said that I d idn ' t want to b e drafted. They 
told me that many people who^wanted to stay in 
Tale Lake were not d isloyal . 

1 . J . ri. Journal 6 / 1 6 / 4 3 #£, 9 / 2 0 / 4 3 #3 

Mr. Oda loved his family , and he was in a nredi-

cament. He had one son in the army, end two in the 

center, SHE The son in the arny had written to him 

adfcvisimg him to xr^SEàxtxia^rsEttEExsEBlsex start 

far ming in Colorado. He wanted to do th is , but there 

were other considerations. He had lost one son to 

the aimy already, find he did not want to lose the 

others one by one. He feared that if he left Tuie 

Lake they would be drafted, a rd they would be gone 

forever. His eldest son had written advising them 

not to enter the army if they could avoid i t . With 

evaluation he had given up hone of ever reestablishing 

h i ins "elTln^- ne ri ca . ^ Oh 'the other hand , e d id not wan t 

to face the prospect of being deported to Japan. What 

could his family do there? Anyway, someone v>ould have 

to stay behind to look after thè eldest son in cease 

he returned from battle a cr ipple . His w i f e was mo re 

uoset about the problem .than he was, and talked of 

Wvv^vW ^ V IV, ^ p « * ^ 

rrtilrnTr.f t n Jnnrin n~ ^ n - m T ^ TnTrtlil r He had half 

honed that his two sens would solve matters for him 

by changing their status and be willing to leave 

Tuie Lake. But they were not . In Mr. Od~ !s own 
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words we hear of his predicament/ before the hearings 

the draft . I have one son in the Army now, and 
I do alt want my o tiier sans to b e drafted one by 
one . X I t ' s d i f ferent if my sens wanted to go to 
the Army or to another center. iy eldest son says 
that he ' s not going to move from this place . The 
son in the A m y wrote .and said that his brother 
should try to stay out of the Army i f at a l l pos-
sible—no matter now hard ihey had to work. I 
suppose i t ' s because Japanese are discriminated 
in the Army. The Ketos are able to advance, but 
Japanese are hardly ever allowed t o > You can't 
blame them for not wanting to serve in the Array 
when they've been treated the way they have. In 
Walnut Grove they had to attend a different school . 
I f we hadn't been evacuated, I wouldn't, mind their 
serving in the Army. I ' d be glad to see them go, 
but it makes you mad/*'when you've been discrimi-
nated against so much. . liver since I came to 
America there wasn 't a day when I dfidn't have to 
feel small because I was a Jaoanese.<C ¿ven tihen 
I went to a show and paid the s a e -rice, I couldn't 
enjoy it as iach as the others./* 

I ' v e lost all hope of a future in Amtri oa. I 
can't ke non ey here/ anymor e. I ' v e 1 os t every-
thing . My wife feels worse than I do about the 
whole th ing . She wants to send the younger chil-
dren back so that they can get a Japanese educa-
tion over there , ^ • e r e were going to return to 
Jan an anyway i f the war hadn 't coins for half a year. 
I ' m thinkihg of staying by myself to look after 
the son in the Army in case he comes back wounded 
or something. He 's in the hospital u n i t , but you 
never can tell . I really don't want to go back 
until the war is over. I d cn ' t think that an 
e xc h ang e sh i p wi 11 co m e , an y way . > 

71 wouldn't ind goi ng to another center, but 
I just can' t stand the chance of my sons being 
drafted one by one. I would be wi l l i n g to go to 
the Army in their stead. After all I h ven 't 
mare than ten or f ifteen years aore to l ive . I 
don 't forget for a minute the son who i s away from 

-— - a parent you can ' t t e l l 

of his sons JsMbe place: 

out now i f it weren't for 

1 . J 6 / 1 6 / 4 3 #7 
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When his sons reported foi/bheir hearing, they 

refused to change their status. Even the youngest 

son, only 17 ye rs o f age , imt who was usually obe-

dient at home, and declared himself disloyal . Ir. 

seemed chagrined, but , 

0da/was optimistic. He didh&t think that an exchange 

ship would arrive . Next spring he thought that the 

XXK family would be ready to Relocate. "They ' l l 

probably let us out about the beginning of next 

year. They want us to get out, anyway. " 1 

Ib id . 8 / 2 0 / 4 3 ii 2 
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P . Group Loyalty 

Among the "bases for deciding to remain i n Tule 

Lake was the desire to SK take action in agreement v. ith 

someone else , iks^xwex Many evacuees showed that they 

were desirous of answering in conformity to a decision 

reached by the family as a group or to the stand taken 

by f r iends . With some this action was not s±i at a l l 

wi l l ing , but one tamsn with reluctance, i n With others 

it was carried out without any s ign of 

The operation of family and group pressure was observed 

previously, and it also appeared unmistakably at the 

hear ing s. XXHEE 2h e pro ces s of segr ega H on was one 

HXXSKtJBOCsttagxiHd^^ which . 

irstxssrassxfa-iiiy^^dxgOTiKirxxlES cut the entire 

population into those remaining and those leaving. .here 

such a cleavage did not cut across other important clea-

vages, the decision of the individual could coincide 

with that of the groups taktEixte with which he iden-

ti f ied himself . Unfortunately the segregation program 

a^fEstssi often forced individuals to make a choice of 

declaring himself loyal or breaking his loyalty to his 

family or group. This s ituation , as i t aope rs in the 

he arings, wi 11 now b e e xamin ed. 

In many families individuals could not maxe a per-
so nal 

decision on the " loyalty" question when he considered 

the family circumstance. I f a family decided to 

remain in Tule Lake for s me reason, i t was necessary 

for at least Ame ruber of the family to be con sidered di s-
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loyal. ' Since only those in Group I I n had in any sense 

a choice at the time of xs^isrfersit: segregation, it was oft 

necessary for the member of the family in Group I I to 

retain his "disloyal" status, where it hapoened to be 

the son who had answered 'no" to Question Lb, he was 

obligated to his family not to change his answer. I f 

the parent happened not to have registered, he was re-

quired to refuse to answer "yes" to ±kE Question £8, 

frhich simoly asked whether he would abide by the laws 

of the United States. In other femix families where 
several ?/ere 

sins membersxxs already in Group I I , SE3atkErx2iE5iSEz 

EXTOKT&KSXX they would all refuse to change their status. 

While it was necessary actually for only one member of 

the family to EcarsrkKK be con s id ered"disloyal" in order 

for the whole family to remain behind, there was a 

de cided tendency i s for familiy members to desire to 

be in the same category with the others in the family. 

This was especially true of wives, who did not want 

to be in a different category from their husbands. 

Part of this was motivated by the fear of possible 

seoaration in the future. In some families indi-

viduals members were simply told what stand to 

take. In s t i l l others it was not without considerable 

stru-'-le between different members of t> e family 

that the final decision feKferxxXftExxe:^ to giv e at the 
KSL U. JkeK 

hearinr was m^&e. 
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The pressure of groups other than tie family was 

not clearly brought sk out at the hearings, and need 

only be mentioned here. Just as persons had to consider 

the opinion of other members of the femily, they also 

consulted that of their associates. A Kibei , for ins-

tance , was gene rally under pr esslire of his associat es 

not to leave lule Lake, just as they had b¿en at the 

time of registtation not to register. Some of them 

declared that they could not leave Tule L&*e after having 

taken a negative stand along with their friends , gissxx 

XEs^tta^xstt^Lxxfefettttt Those who did change their 
were 

stand jess liteely to be strongly scritici zed by their 

ass ocia tes. 

cited by 1 . Statement of a Kibei , /Hattie Sakoda. 

In Ward V the criticism against those leaving was strong. 

Some of the boys complained that their parents were 

being influenced by their neighbors i n the block to 

stay. These were ; 1 1 indications that xekhHHscKxfcac 

loyalty to the sentiment of the group was partially 

responsible for the negative stand of some persons. 

It was only the family influence, v/hich a on eared at 

the hearings. 
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_> 22 years of age, was married to a young 

K ibei . She had never been to Japan, while he had lived 

there from 1923 to 1938. She spoke Japanese with some 

fluency; he coula hardly speak any English at a l l . 

They had lived in Block 49, where the pressure a* ainst 

registering had toot been as great as in some of the blocks 

in tfard V. The husband undoubtedly had to contend with 

the stand taken by the Kibei bloc against tne issue of 

registration ana segregation. At any rate, he had declared 
/ 

at the hearing that his intentions were to return to Japan. 

was placed in the predicament of having to declare 

herself disloyal in order to be c lass i f ied alike with her 

husband. 

"You feel you are more American than Japanese?" 

" I feel same as my husband." 

"Did you register?" 

" Y e s . " 

"Kow did you answer question 28?" 

"No . " 

"Why?" 

"Because I have to go with ray husband." 

"Kow would you answer it now?" 

"The same. " 

"Because you want to stay with your husband?" 

"Yes . " 

"Do you red. ly feel disloyal to the United States?" 

" I am." 

"That ' s a l l , Thank you . " 



Segregation Report 

V I , Kearings--38 

( (Both were put on the segregation l i s t . J 1 

1 .B i l i igmeir , Op. citl 8 / 2 1 / 4 3 Case #6 and #7 

Mrs. Ishizuka was a Ki bei and married to an I sse i . 

She had one baby, and was expecting an other one. At 

the time of registration the block had decided to regis-

ter, and her husband answered in the affirmative to 

Question 28 while she answered it in the negative. Mrs. 

Kaya and Mrs . Kishiyama, who were in similar relationship 

to their husbands, had also answered differently from 

their husbands. This difference in stand was actually 

motivated by a desire to be on the same side . The rea-

soning was that it was natural for an alien to answer 

in the affirmative to a question asking whether he would 

obey the laws of the United States. For a citizen to 

be on the same side with an alien , it was reasoned, she 

would have to refuse allegiance to the United States. 

When segregation came, they found themselves on different 

sides, and it was the wives who were given the chance to 

appear at the hearing. Mrs. Ishizuka was not quite sure 

whether it was a x wise thing to stay in Tule Lake or not. 

Early in August she had said: " I f they aren ' t going to 

else the other centers, i t ' s better to leave tnan to stay 

here . " Later she came to believe that if she went to 

another center she would have to leave it sooner or later , 

and living inxXkKxa: on the outside was much harder than 

in Tule Lake. At the hearing Mrs. Ishizuka intended to oe 
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ciassil'ed as " d i s l o y a l . " It was no longer a matter of 

being on the same side with her husband, but one of being 

able to stay in Tuie Lake. She was not prepared, however, 

to be emphatic about her "d is loyalty . " She reported that 

at the hearing she had been asked whether she had changed 

her mind about the answer to Question 28. She said that 

she hadn 't . She was asked why she wanted to stay, and 

she said that she couldn 't go out and make a living very 

easily . At the end of the hearing the Board told her 

that she might have to leave Tule Lake. She wa^iot 

unduly excited over this prospect, and did not seem to 

care too much whether she * had to leave or to stay. 

It later developed that XKKX her family was placed on 

the Removal L i s t , and they requebted to stay in Tule Lake 

until after she had had her baby."1 

1 . J . S. Journal 8 / 4 / 4 3 # , 8 / 1 6 / 4 3 #6 

Mrs. Kaya had been told by her husband to answer 

"no" to question 28 at the time of registration. Mr. 

Kaya decided that it was wisest to leave Tule Lake for 

another center, ana instructed Mrs. Kaya to change her 

stand/ at the hearing. Mrs. Kaya did so without any 

hesitation, but was anxious to know whether they would 

be forced to leave if they went to another center. 

"How is your feeling now toward Question 28?" 

" I want to change my answer from, 'no ' to ' y e s . ' " 

"Kow is your husband's answer?" 

"i^o, y e s . " 
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"Do you want to go to another center or go 
outsiae?" 

"Go to another center. Whether I go outside 
or not will depend on my husband." 

That was all that happened at the hearing, 
but she asked: "Will people be forced out of a 
center?" 

The answer was: " I t will be the same as here, 
with the added possibility of going out if you 
wish . " Mrs . Kaya feels that she has made the right 
choice in «janging her answer . 1 

1. J . S. Journal 8 / 1 7 / 4 3 #1 

Mary 's marriage to Kishiyama, a middle-aged Issei , 

had been arranged prior to evacuation. She was brought 

up in Japan, but spoke ^nglish with some fluency. At the 

time of' registration she had answered "no , " while her 

husband answered in the afurinative . Tney had a baby, 

wnich was born on December V and named Pearl . Ker hus-

band had xxKkKiixbiix pondered over an appropriate Japanese 

name, and had emerged with Kachie--Vic tory Harbor. Eoth 

showed some vacillation on tne segregation issue. Mr. 

Kishiyama was inclined to believe that on tne whole it 

was better to try to stay in Tule Lake. Mrs. Kishiyama 

believed that it was better to leave, but did not dare 

to oppose her husband openly. I t was she, however, who 

wasiw in a position to determine whether they would be 

placed on the Segregation or Removal L i s t . When the 

notice for Mary 's hearing came, Mr. Kishiyama tore it 

up, showing where he stood on tne matter. Mary, however, 

reported for her hearing, but did not dare change her 
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ansAer to Question 28. However, she did not take an 

emphatic stand, and was placed on the Removal L i s t . 

¿E&xxJbqsx&s M. ry had her hearing Sunday. JS 
stopped her and asked her if "they" succeeded in 
making her change Her answer. Sue d idn ' t know. 
JS asked her what the.y had asked her. Mar:' said: 

"They asked me i f I would like to change my 
'no ' answer, and I said ' n o . ' Then tney asked me 
why, ana 1 said. that I could not say. Then they 
asked me if I wanted to part from my husband, and 
I answered, ' O f course not . ' That ' s a l l . " 

JS said that she may have to go, a,nd she said, 
"1st don 't care. " 

JS pointed out that her nusband mignt not like 

it , and she retorted: " I can 't nelp it'." 

The family was placed on the Removal L i s t , but Mr. Kishi-

yarna refused to report for his welfare interview, and 

tne family , 
f inally remained behind in Tule L a k e . 1 

1 . Ib id . 7 / 2 1 / 4 5 #1? , 8 / 1 0 . 4 5 #1 , 8 / 1 8 / 4 3 #4 
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G. Protests of Hearing ^e&lts 

Protests of Hearing results by some individuals 

indicated again the basis for some of the answers given 

at tne hearings. Ey and large most people seemed satis-

fied with the results of the hearings. This was due 

to the ease with which most individuals were allowed 

either to retain their "disloyalty" status or change 

to the category of " l o y a l . " Where individual members 

of tne family had taken irctoi&K action independent of 

tne desire of other members of the family protests 

arose. Tnese were directed not so much at the manner 

in which Hearings were conducted, but at the indivi-

du5l appearing for the hearing. Trie l imite^umber of 

protests registered were almost whoxly those protesting 

having been placed o»n the XiEy.xK Removal List against 

xtieir wish. Tne manner in which these protests were 

registered i n d i c a t e ^ h a t t. e primary concern of the 

protesters was not the matter of loyalty, but tnat of 

staying in Tule Lake. Tney pointed out that the WRA 

hau promised that tney would be allowed to make a free 

choice, and that they-, had made it clear that they de-

sired to rema in in J-ule Lake. Tney charged that the 

administration was attempting to force them to change 

trieir stand in order to force tnem to leave iule Lake. 

Tne primary source of tnese protests was the belief 

on the part of certain hearing board members that 

evacuees were falsely declaring themselves "d isloyal " 
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they "board 
ana xHxal*BiH3&:fc that/should prevent such attempts. 

Other board members had sympathized with the evacuee 

who desired to remain in Tuie Lake in even if they 

falsely 
aeclared themselves to be "disloyal " and had allowed 

For the protest cases rehearings were held , at which more definite 

their statements to be accepted at face value. / To statements oi 
"disloyal ty " 

i llustrate the nature of the protests, some examples could be made. 

It will be remembered that Mr. 

and Mrs. To nabe were placed on the Removal L i s t , and 

they took steps to have their status changed. Mrs. 

Ishizuka and Mrs . Kishiyama had both been placed 

on the Removal L ist contrary to what they answered at 

the hearing, although they did not register a protest. 

Other examples will follow/ 
r 
lwJohn Mat sumo to 

will now be r> 

int when he saw 

fain, -fa-earing. C?Wt the time of registra-

tion kg-hdil Tjbtm—inUL, and did not have a chance to re-

gister . When he saw the results of his hear in 

stated that his family was/n the Removal L i s t . ^ 

too much at stake to leave Tule Lake,*»*». Ke was 30 

years of age, married, and had several children. Ke 

had livea with his aged parents and brothers and sis-

ters prior to evacuation on a farm near Sacramento. 

It was a family enterprise which had assured all mem-

bers of the family economic security. John had had 

pleurisy, and was advised by the doctor not to work 

ful l time. His father had a weak hearty but taacU  

^ j i n ^ H . As long as the family kept together, 

tney would be assured of s erne security. His father, 

3 e to re-
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now aged, had despaired of rebuilding what they had lost 

at the time of evacuation, and was thinking of retiring 

to Japan with what savings he now Had. John believed 

that ne would be unable to support his wife and two chil-

dren on the outside, and therefore desired to take joint 

action with his father. 

At the hearing, he contended, he had told the inter-

viewer (Cole of the Internal Security) that he w desired 

to remain in Tule Lake with his family and Ja ter return 

to Japan with them. He claimed that the Board had 

assured him that he could stay in Tule Lake. He received 

a notice, however, stating that he was on the -hcm-Tai 

L i s t , ana was to report for a social welfare interview 

to determine to which eenter he was going. T-o an aa 

qu î-R-Uinn R„Jxe- had g-avoatTTtrr" 

Hell , you can 't consider me disloyal . I ' v e 
been loyal too long. But if I can't stay by being 
loyal, I 'm going to be disloyal . I told Cole that 
I wanted to stay here, and he said that I could. p 

\Vhsn he reported for his interview and protested^jQie 

was/old tnat there was very l ittle that he could do 

because he was on the gemoval L i s t . John became frightened 

and went to see Cole, and demanded to see the notes of 

the interview. On it it was stated that he nad a pro-

perty in this country to which he intended to return 

after the war. John argued with Cole, telling him that 

kKxkiLH no such statement had been made. He had said that 

he intended to return to Japan with his family because 

there wa^io hope of rebuilding anything in here. Cole 
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apologized. They went to see Best, who advised a re-

In the o^e-enu toe%4mony John declared that 

he intended to return to Japan after the war and that 

in eit'ect he was no longer loyal to the United States . 

C o l e ' s comments were: "You can be sure of staying here 

for the duration if you have it down l ike this , but I 

sure hate to see you do i t . " J 

That same evening John was advised by a social 

welfare interviewer to cancel the second testimony. 

The interviewer had discussed John ' s case with h is 

supervisor, and they had decided that &xkHxxkxKiotx his 

family should be consider as a part of his parent ' s family 

and be alia? ed to stay as one family un it . In this way 

they would be able to prevent John 's declaring himself 

"A.LSloyal" OULKZ&SL^X in oraer to be assured of staying 

in Tule Lake . The interviewer wrote a tao-tim-ony- clari-

fying John 's stand, explaining to him: "You can ' t tell 

what ' s going to happen. You may seme day want to go 

oui , and then y o u ' l l have some basis on which to a p p e a l . " 

John, however, was afraid that if he did that he would 

not be assured of staying. Cole had assured him that 

with the second testimony he could be sure of staying. 

He did not wai t to risk the chance of being made to 

leave in order to clarify his loyalty status . No fur-

ther steps were therefore taken .^ 

1 . I b id . 8 / 1 7 / 4 5 # 2 , 8 / 2 9 / 4 3 #2 
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was indignant "because his answer was 

changed from "no" to "Yes" as a result of the hearing, 
went Department 

and BSCTK to the Social Welfare SSUTIEH to find out 

what could be done to correct the error. He was st i l l 

in his early twenties, and spoke English imperfectly. 

He was a Kibei who was quiet and somewhat t imid . 

He declared that people had been niomised a choice as 

to whether they wanted to stay or to go . Perhaps, i f 

he had an interpreter , he would have been able to ans-

wer more adequately. He had been asked a number of sim-

ple Questions, and he had given only simple answers, 

he s a i d . Y . ' hen he was asked why he had not registered , 

he answered that he did not intend to go outside and 

did not see any need for reg ister ing . He was asked 

when he returned f TO m Japan and what he intended to d o 

after the war. He replied that he did not know what 

he would be doing 5 or 10 years from now. He had not 

been asked whether he would be loyal to Japan or to 

America, and said that he had been fooled by the hearing 

board. He was £ referred Iback the hearing kcora:± board, 

which was having re hearings for those who were not 

sat isf ied with the results of the f irst h e a r i n g . 1 

1 . I b id . 6 / 2 6 / 4 3 #9 
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George came to the oocial Welfare Depart-

ment with a very sullen attitude end wanted to know 

whether he could have k± the results of his hearing 

changed. He lived in Block 30 with a mother, 49 vears * K> 

of age, and a s ister , 17 . He himself was 19 . He had 

gone to the Internal Security o f f ice , arid there had 

been told to see the social welfare counselor, who was 

in charge of interviewing residents . At the hearing , 

he claimed, the s& intewie'wer (Cole) had 

told him that he could stay. When assied whether he 

would l i k e to change his answer from "no" to " y e s , " 

he replied in the negative. When questioned as to 

his intent: o of returning to Japan, he replied honestly 

that he did not know. He said that he wanted to stay 

in Tule Laise. He thought that he had made it plain 

that he wanted to stay. He had been given to under-

stand that everybody was going to be allowed their own 

choice in the matter. 

Questions by the interviewer revealed that he 

and h is family were concerned about two possibil it ies 

if they left Tule Lake--forced relocation and the draft . 

Questions by the interviewer revealed that what 
really bothered him was the fact that his mother 
was afraid of leaving the place because she thought 
she lAOuld be forced out of th e center i f she did"". 
Consequently, he felt that as the bead of the family h 
he had to do what his mother wanted him to do . He 
himself believed that i f he went to another cent er 
that he «ouId be forced out. 

Another thin, that bothered him was the fact 
that he was afraid that i f he went out to work he 
would be drafted. When asiied The ther he was afre-id 
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of "being drafted, his defense was: 'Everybody's 
afraid of the d r a f t . " 

When asked whether he knew the chances he was taking 

by remaining in Tale Lake, he r e p l i e d that since the 

WRA was so anxious to relocate D eo p le , he had a good 

chance of leaving Tule Lake later . Mr. Oole, he •-•aid, 

had told him that an appeal board would be set up next 

July. He was f e a r f u l , however, that force might be 

employed in moving him to another center, and did not 

Possess the confidence that he would be able to resist 

such a drastic step. 

He kept repeating that he was told that no 
force would be used . " I ' v e been shoved around 
long enough; I 'm not going to stand for it anymore," 
was the way he put i t . 

Evidently he was considering g the possibility of being 

sent to another center, and asjed the interviewer whe-

ther he would be able to go to the center of his choice. 

When told that this could not be assured him, he became 

indignant and went bacn to the idea that he was not going 

to leave Tule Lake. He declared: 

o / i ' m not\goin to leave the place,. I ' l l ta 
out/ r en ??t r la t i\on paper» if it is necessary. 

Ĥ e was/sent to the hearing bb: rd to register for 

H He was w i l l i n g to ta&e the chance of being 
deported. He was w i l l i n g , a lso , take out repa-
triation papers if that was the only way he could 
stay here . . . '.'11 m not goi rig t leave the pie. ce. 
I ' l l take out repatriat on papers i f they are 
necessary , " he d e c l a r e d . . . . However, he really did 
not want to return to Japan. He thought that common 
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peo Die like himsilf vrould not be sent back on the 
exchange shio, and it was all right with him if 
he were sent back after the war. I f he couldn't s tgcy 
here vfa ere he wanted to ,-he would as soon return 
to Japan vhere he couId .$±XExwto:e:xfci:Kxw3Qa:te±x±<x. 

He was sent to the hearing beard to register for a re-

1 

hes ri ng. 

1 . Ib id . 8 / 2 7 / 4 3 #1 

An examination of the proceeding and discussion 

surrounding- segreg tion hearings has shown the difficulty 

of determining loyalty or disloyalty of an individual . 

The fact tha t the ouesti on was being determined in the evacuees had confines of a barbed-wired fence after tasrirBg lost 

the major nxo portion of t h e i r skscke social and economic 

made 

stake in the country by the croc ess of e pcuation, ssncs: 

the term ' loyalty" a subject of .noekery, resentment, 

negativistic attitudes. On top of that the issue of 

loyalty could not be separated from that of leaving or 

staying in Tule Lase since loyalty status was to deter-

mine who were to be segregated. Only the ruling that 

families vould not be seoar&fced to some extent male 

it possible for some members of the family to decide 

the loyalty uestion on its own nerit. Attempts on 

the oart of the board to ma&e loyalty the issue, only 

resulted in false declarations of r d i s l o ^ l t y " to 

safeguard the right to stay in Tule Lake. In addi-

tion, the issue of staying or leaving was entangled 

by t be belief that those who went to another cent, er 
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would be forced to relocate and those of draft-

able age would be drafted. Under these circumstances 

segregation on the basis of " loyalty" could hardly be 

expected. Site Dr . Onler, the Community Analyst for 

the Tule Lake WRA, for instance, declared that the 

the whole nrocedure of segregtion. at '¿ule Lake was 
4 

T'just a lot of dice throwing, " and point&ed to the fact 

that the three individuals on the project considered 

1 

to be "oro-fascist" were leaving for other centers. 

1. Bi._ligmeir, OP. c i t . , Intro du ct ion 



Hayashida Case 

Interview sheet 

Hayashida,Marnoru Bob 

Hayashida, Koto 

" Mamoru 
Mother 
Head 

2^16-A Family # 28176 

F-51 Yes 
M-20 No 

Kunio Frank Brother M-2̂  

Kikuye Sister F-l6 

Yorozu Brother M-12 

Segregation hearing 

Hayashida, Koto 2^16-A August llj., I9I4.3 

Alien. Did not register. Registering seemed unnecessary to her 

because she plans to return to Japan with her daughter and son-

in law. The son-in-law is very definite in his Japanese preference« 

Hayashida, Bob Mamoru 
\ 

American citizen. Did not register« Reason—misunderstanding« 

He thought if he registered he would have to leave the camp. If 

asked to register today—'tE would not register because now I know 

the score. We had to sell our farm equipment for half price or less, 

so now we have nothing to go back to or to build on. It looks 

hopeless. It will mean lots of hardship to get back where we were. 

My mother wants to go back to Ja^an, she is not in good health. 

I have to look after her. I have no choice. " He has never been 

to Japan. "I feel I have a better chance to build up in Japan." 

R ec ommendat ion: 

It is the opinion of this panel that Koto Hayashida be retained 

in Glass 2 and remain at Tule Lake. 

It is the consensus of opinion of this panel that Mamoru Bob 

Hayashida was a loyal citizen prior to evacuation and that in his 

heart he is still a loyal citizen but feels that he has lost prac-

tically all that he had and all that his father and been able to 

/ s / J« Sheldon Lowery 

' / s / M. Cook 
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accumulate and that there is no future for him in America. He feels 

that he is responsible for his mother's care and he will not shirk 

the responsibility. 

He has never been to Japan and is not familiar with the Japanese 

way. He admits that all he knows about it is hearsay as told by 

his par ait and acquaintances» He is very much under the dominance 

of the elder members of the family. 

It is the recommendation of this panel that he be removed from 

Group 2 and placed in Group 3 and be permitted to leave this center 

if he so desires. 

/ s / J. Sheldon Lowery 

/ s / f-i. Cook 

Note to Welfare Section 

This panel feels that Bob Mamoru Hayashida is very much under the 

influence of his parent and brother-in-law. Bob desires to remain 

at this center with his mother as he feels his responsibility very 

keenly. If it is necessary to interview him will you please see 

that the rest of the family is not informed of this fact unless 

it is absolutely necessary. 

Welfare Interview 

It is indicated by Segregation Board that mother and younger 

children will remain in Tule lake. 



Kyotani, Ishimatsu head M-55 

" Kumano wife F-40 

" Ayame dau. F-19 

" Gentaro son M-14 

Segregation hearing for Kvotani, Ayame 

2206-D (27640) 

No 

She registered "no-no" because shm was reared in Japan 

and wishes to go back there» She spent twelve years there. 

She speaks E glish very well and Americaifeed in dress 

and action. She has been in the U.S. for about seven 

years. 

She tried to go back but was unsuccessful. 

/s/ M.C. Gunderson 

/s/ M.C. Cooke 

Recommendation: 

TUs young lady returned to Japan when she was about 

14 months &Id, remaining there about eleven years and speed-

ing the last six or sevan years in the United States. 

She answered "no-no" to Question 28 and does not wish 

to change her decision. As her education has been largely 

in Japan she wishes to return there as soon as pos-

sible, in fact would have asked for repatriation if she 

had been afforded the opportunity. Her father and mother 

and younger brother are cleared for removal to another 

center and as there is no evidence of disloyalty to the 

United States, we recommend that she be removed with 

her family to another center. 

/s/ M. C. Cooke 

/s/ M. C. Gunderson 
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Social Welfare Interview 

Ishimatsu Kyotani is ill. Kumano M. Kyotani came in 

for the interview. 

Determined to remain here. 

Reasons: 

Prior and after evacuation Kyotani Ishimatsu is 

under medical care. 

Ayame Kyotani had her hearing and stated that she 

is planning to go back to Japan. 

Her family is planning to go back to Japan as soon 

as possible. 

Health: 

Ishimatsu Kyotani is ill. 

Referred to Social Medical Welfare. 



Naka Case 

Interview1 Sheet 

Naka, Yataro 3302-B Family # 27520 

Naka, Yataro Head M-57 No 

Segregation Hearing 

Naka, Yataro Age 5? 3302-B 8$l6-l£ 

Game here 1901}.—back in 1921 and stayed 3 years. 

Doesn't know if mother is alive or not* 

Has 1 younger brother and sister but isn't sure they are alive. 

No plans on returning to Japan after the war. 

He feels sympathetic to this country, has been here so long, 

he is old and wouldn't care to go to Japan. 

No property in Japan, isthe oldest son and has an obligation to 

his family. 

He didn't register—was mis-informed—couldn't understand English, 

too many stories. 

Will obey laws of U.S. and won't harm the war effort. 

He would be loyal to America and feels no ties to Japan. 

Recommendation: Be put on the removal list even though he did not 

register. This was because he was misinformed and confused at the 

time. He stated that he is definitely loyal to America and has no 

ties with Japan. 

/ s / Martin P. G-underson 

/ s / Donald 0. Johnson 

Social Welfare Inb erview 

No choice. 

R eas ons: 

At the time of hearing he requested very strongly that he wants 

to stay here and that he wants to go back to Japan. Was very disap-

pointed because of the interpreters /misinterpretation. 

anShhis 6?Ul-b-°f t h e h e a r i n g i s entirely the opposite of his request 
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Is going to stay here regardless. 

R emarks: 

Has a very strong feeling in staying here. 

He is the eldest son of his family, therefore he has to go back 

to japan and take the rein of his devoted family. 



Masui Case 

Interview Sheet 

Masui, Ryuichi I 7 0 7-AB Family # 29957 

Head M-l+8 

Mas ano Wife F-36 

Sachiko Dau. F-18 

Taiko Dau. F - l 6 

Hitomi fìau. F-ll 

Midori Dau. F-10 

Takako Dau. F-8 

" Tamaki Dau. F-5 

Segregation Hearing 

Sachiko Masui August 1 5 , 1943 

I want to return to Japan since my grandfather passed away» 

I must take care of hisbusiness and anyway my parents are return-

ing. 

'Where is your loyalty?" Japan I guess J I am not exactly bitter. 

I can still say "No" caj^t I? 

Vie can stay here can't we? 

We want to stick together (my cousins and X). 

M y par- ents had 'ho" dcwn but the block Mgr. said to sign yes. 

Conclusion: Born in America. Has never been to J a an. Parents 

have decided to go back to Japan a ter the war; for this reason she 

signed 'ho " to this Question 28 during registration. Committee is 

convinced that her sympathies are entirely pro-American. 

Recommendations Be put on the removal list. 

Social Welfare Interview 

Mr. Masui wishes to return to Japan. He turned down an offer 

for work on a Utah farm which indicates he does not desire to remain 

/ s / Kenneth M Harknesa 

/ s / James H. Porter 
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in U.S. Also he wanted to go to Japan on the last boat which de-

parted just before the war. 

Sachiko Masui (daughter) expresses desire to return to Japan 

with parents. It is obvious that strong • arental pressure was brought 

to bear in bringing about the dec sion. 

R ecommendat ion: 

Case should be given further consideration in the event she 

requests an appeal. 



Kumag ai C as e  

Interviw Sheet 

Knmagai, Toyotsugu b2S)l-D 

Kumagai, Toyotsugu Head M - 3 6 

it Hatsumi Wife F-32 

it Floyd Son M-12 

11 Setsuko Dau. F-ll 

11 Yoshimi Son M-7 

ti Yooko Dau. F - h 

Family # 38728 

Yes 

Segregation hearing 

Toyotsugu Kumagai I|201-D 

Filled out reg. form but did not answer #28 or #27 and did not sign. 

Does not wish to change. 

Bom U.S. 1907. Lived in Japan 1911-1928. Wishes to go to Japan 

and take whole family with him. L0yal to Japan. 

One of the men who insisted in going to CCC camp with Blk. k2 

group. A dull, stolid individual who is without doubt a factor 

on the Blk. U.2 case. Should be helped to return to Japan. 

RecommendationJ 

This man filled out registration Form 30Ua but did not sign 

Question 27 and 28. Before completing the form the Block 1±2 trouble 

arose and he tore up his sheet and insisted on being sent to the 

CCC Camp with others from that block. He is a kibei who lived 

seventeen years in Japan and wishes to go there to live. He states 

definitely he is lo al to Japan. 

/ s / Harold S. Jacoby 

/ s / C. L. N0rman 

Social Welfare Interview 

Segregation interview states that Mr. Kumagai has expressed his 

desire to take children to Japan. See segregation hearing record. 



"Segregation Report 

V I I , Interviews 

A. In trod action 

One of the "concessions" to those who were considered 

" loyal " and were being forced to move to another center 

was the choice of centers to which they could proceed. 

Those vho were too i l l to ¿hove were also to be allowed 

to stay upon certification by the medical authorities . 
keeping 

In keeping with the WE A policy ofxK<rfex3Ss±ikt±H^ families 

together wherever possible, members of the immediate 

family of persons on the Segregation List were to be 

allowed to remain in -ule Lane i f they so des ired . The 

Social Welfare Department of the project was assigned 

the ta.sk of organizing a system of interviewers to carry 

out these necessary steps . A crew of atout thirty 

interviewers weie selected from among evacuees, school 

teachers} and workers from outside of the center who 

1. School was closed during the segregation program. 

were sent to aid in the segregation program. Interview-

ing centers were set up in recreations halls in Blocks 

6 , and 25 . These cent; ers were also employed for the 

purpose of answering questions and registering complaints/ 

concerning the segregation program. 

2, A more complete discussion of the interviewing 

program and the problems of those leaving Tule Lake w i l l 

be discussed in another section , here it will only be 
necessary to touch upon the attitudes of those who 
r e na i ne dy in Tule L a ne. 

/ o Î - * o K V ë / Û T ~ ^ 
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For the purpose of tk£ this section families could 

he divided into three types . The first was the family 

wherein all of the rssm immediate members were a l l on the 

Segregation List . After their individual segregation 

hearings, if none ste&apEci: in the family changed their 

Status, i t was allowed to remain in Tule Lake wiihout 

any further interviewing. The second was the family 

in which some members were on the Segregation List and 

others on the Removal L i s t . This was the "split family" , 

which had to appear for the interview to determine whe-

ther the members on the Removal List would remain in 

Tule Lake with the rest of the family or not . A 

relatively snail proportion of persons in sclit families 

left Tule Lake, and the majority chose to remain behind 

without breaking up the family un it . The third . tx ne 

of family was th rt in which all members were on the 

R emov aL L i s t . T hi s t ype was int erv i e w e d pri mar ily f o r 

the purpose of making arrangements for leaving Tule 

Lake. Of this type of families a noticeable number 

indic"ted in v• rious ways t hat th ey de s ir e d to r ema in 

in Tule La ice. These constituted the "resistance c a s e s , " 

and many of them eventually remained in the segregation 

center. Interviews were lie Id in family grouos, and 

generally one member of the family represented the whole 

group. Bachelors were considered as one family group. 

In this section we are concerned primarily with the 

attitudes of those who remained in Tule ^aiie—those 
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in the split families 
so-called 

and the/resistance cases. 
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B. Split Families 

The predio am ait facing, those on the Removal List 

but with some menfcers of the family on the Segregation 

List was often a difficult one. The decision to break 

scwHx up the family unity by leaving the project was 

UD to him, since those on the Segregation List had already 

made their choice to remain in Tule Lake. The attitude 

of the latter has already been exa i n e d , and here the 

attention is focused on those on the Removal L i s t , with 

a choice of either staying wi th the family or leaving. 

For some the attrac-

tion to leave was great, and the prospect of remaining 

in Tule Lake was highly distasteful . Some were willing 

to leave their families behind ±KX<XK±EX to seek vhat 

they considered more desirable . Caught in a dilemma, 

others chose to remain with their family for the sake 

of family unity. The strength of the family unity was 

through the segregation program was 
k demonstrated/to be*great, -nd the majority of the so-

called split families remained in Tule Lake as a unit . 

&sm®:x0c£idrksr- fasfarrs -opErxrt rng: :±Hx^hEsexd:EQ±sians::wl±i 

kEXEXBHi-HE-dzx Obviously there were factors which 

encouraged leaving the family, and other vhich tended 

to make them remain. For those on the Removal .List 

the ou. est ion of loyalty was no longer at stake, since 

it was understood that they were remaining in Tule 

Lake in order t o b e with their family. For many resi-

dents the issue of loyalty ahd been buried beheath 

other issues considered more Dressing, u t h these individuals 
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the basis for staying in Tale Lake could not be interpreted as 

being based on the loyalty issue, These constituted the 

bulk of the individuals who were later denounced as being 

" loyal " and therefore not belonging in a segregation 

center. They became the unwant ed minority in Tule Lake 

after segregation. The divergent attitudes within the 

split fanily wi l l now be examined. 

?or these on the Removal List the attract iors of 

leaving Tule Lake were worth considering. Probably the 

most obvious difference between Tule ijake and another 

center was that movement out of Tale ±<aiie was to be 

greatly restr cted. i?or one thing, seasonal leave from 

the segregation center was not go ing to be allowed, and 

this meant that able working members would not be able 

to supplement their earnings within the nroject by 

s t e i work furloughs to the outside where a sizable 

savings could be earned in a short time. To wives with 

a fanily to support and to the younger people who desired 

to get a taste of the outside world this was an impor-

tant consideration. Urs . I shizuka , for instance, who 

had a baby and another on its way and a x&ixtjdrKxix young 

Issei f o r a husband, was inclined to bel ieve that it was 

better to go to anothe r center if they were not ±cr going 

to be fo reed out. ^ 

1 . Sunra. 

Another important consideration was the possibility of 
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leaving the center on indefinite leave. This was espe-

cially true of the younger people, many of whom were 

leaving the project for schools and for jobs. To those 

anxious to leave the pro ject leaving Tule Lake meant 

escaping being confined in a virtual 
from Tule Lake 

ja i l . While tirsxxsssxfetiitjcxBrf later rel oca tion/thiough 

an appeal was a procedure which had been of f ic ial an-

nate ed, some believed that this would be at best diffi-

cult , and perhaps impossible for a long time. WRA offi-

cials , for instance, were inclined to be dubious that 

once the segregation center wxs became widely known to 

the oublic that it vould allow a resident of the center, 

even i f he were "loyal" to leave it and be at l arge . 1 

1 . attitudes of those relocating will be 
covered nor e thoroughly in another section/ to be written 
for Volume I I . 

An ex^minajtion of tire-persons who Leftx the ir family 

xrt£ in T/ile Laiik and oyoceededVto anot her center indicates 

the ty(e of pe r s o \ s f / r whom \ / 

On the other hand, the XHKS orospect of remaining 

for some was a dismal one. This was again esnecially 

true for the younger peo pie , ,esp ecially those who were 

after segregation 

Americanized. Life within Tule Lake/could not be ex-

pected t o be the same as ±Exs:feEr:xs[Ei3:±Kxx it was orior 

to that nro gram. Even though the tendency was for both 

the ad mi ni strati on and residents generally to minimize 

the difference between post-segreg tion Tule Lake and 

other centers, it was not difficult for most His ei to 
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imagine some o f the changes that might take r>lace. or 

one thing , many sfefc&SDcteSEi families which had favored 

registration were Sc&tsixsEsks: leaving , so that those who 

had few friends among those remaining 

would be a minority among a large number of people with 

•ho i they had l ittle in common. Some believed that Tule 

^ake would be f i lled with troublemakers from other centers 

They would consist , they imagined, of X i b e i , bachelor^/ 

I s s e i , and other xxx trouble making elements of the com-

munity/ It was unavoidable that the Americanized Hisei 

would become a small minority following segregation. 

pa~t of 

An examination of the oersons who left /their family 

in Tule -ake and proceeded to another center or to the 

outside indicates the type o " pe.-rsons for ;.'hom there was 

attraction to leave. Of a random sample of 16 split 

families ®k±shx in which at least one nember declared 

willingness to leave Tule Lake 15 were H i s e i . Ten were 

males between the nges of 17 and '¿9, and five XE± females 

between lb and £3 . One was an old woman 80 years of 

age who desired to leave her husband to join her children 

in another center. In other words, it was the Hisei in 

their late teens and twenties who were most strongly 

desirous of leaving Tule Lake, even i f th ey left their 

fami 1 y there . This was the gr ours wh ich was most l ikely 

to desire to leave the oroject on seasonal work, and on 

indefinite leave. The larger proportion of males over 

females was significant in that the J?oimer were more 

indeoendent of their family and therefore more mobile 

than the latter . These figures we£e indicative of 
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the overall picture of famil ies divided by segregation . 

Very rarely did parents leave their children in Tule 

jikxetxx -Wake. There were a few examples in which hus-

b nd and wife were separated . MicxxxidsKs^xiBxxtsstexKKE? 

Some of the mothers le f t their husband in order to 

be with their children . ( e . g . Mrs . ^ano and Jr s . miyaice. 

of sol it famil ies 
Q everal example s/xjdt±x in which some members 

Hfx±kxr^srm±±x left L'ule xiake w i l l be reviewed. 

¿of ye Family Bob wanted to leave Tule Lake. He 

had registered " n o , " but a fter registrat ion changed 

his answer to " y e s . " He was 21 years of age , and tx 

born in a family of six (or more) chi ldren . He had 

a married s i ster in Colorado wfro was farming, and he 

wanted to relocate there directly i f he could. He 

had learned of the p o s s i b i l i t y of be ing deferred 

from the draf t , if L i s e i were drafted , if he were doing 

essential farm work . He ioiew of a Caucasian in Colo-

rado who was w i l l i n g to vouch for him as being an es-

"1 don ' t want to slay in a place l ike t h i s , " he s a i d , 
s e n t i a l worker. / B o b ' s father was d e f i n i t e l y against 

his leaving Tule Lake . Two things weighed on his mind. 

He did not want to be considered d is loyal to Jaoan, 

he declared , and also he did not want to have his only 

son drafted into the A m y . One of the daughters who 

had just become 17 had been prevailed uoon by her 

Daren4- s to register in the negative . However, vt en 

she went to check to s6e why she was not called for a 

hearing , sb e w-<s told that there was no record of her 

reg istrat io n . The family was therefore placed on the 
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Removal L i s t , "bat Mr. So fye insisted upon not leaving 

Tule iiane.1 

1. The family actually falls into the category of 
resistance case, but is treated here to illustrate the 
division in the family. 

Even at the mess table the father and son could be heard 

arguing back and forth . The other children, a l l g i r l s , 

believed that it was better to leave Tale" Lake. A 

married sister (Dorothy _gi ) thought that it was best 

for the familv to leave. A girl s t i l l attending gram-
school (Aiko) 

mar/said that she wanted to leave Tule Lake because she 

did not want to return to Japan. The mother's attitude 

was most ambivalent. She sided with' her-husband at 

times, but when she saw that Bob was determined to leave, 

she believed that there was l i tt le thaty thejqasscciifc rest 

of the family could do except follow him. "Shikata 

ga nai ja nai no" (what can we do about it) expressed 

her stand. <ir. Sofye, however, did not weaken in his 

insistence thst the family could not leave . Bob applied 

for leave to Granada secretly, and made arr angeTi ent s to 

have any not icesxsent to his place of work . 1 

9 / 2 / 4 3 #9 1 . J. S . Journal 8 / 2 0 / 4 3 h j 9 / 1 1 / 4 3 f 1 , 9 / 1 2 / 4 3 #14 

Yagi Family oadayoshi1 s decision to leave Tule 

Laiie was based xxa: on a sense of responsibility . xiixx 

14 

j£x He was the oldest of the/Yagi children, 31 years of 

age. There were several boys of draftable age in the 

family, some of the g i r l s were married, and others were 
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doubted 

s t i l l in grammar. He KBXttxR^&siHtKXK that the family 

could make a saartHrtscteiE: living i f it returned to Japan, 

ssxkxsxpneEKfcBXEiadcaxdx in sp it e of his f at he r1 s i ns is -

tence that something could be worked out ±± there. He 

claimed that the family had an asset amounting to $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 

or $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 in orooerty and farm equipment, which he 

could keep alive by reloc t ing . After the war he would 

be in a position to take care of the whole family , where-
in leaving his family 

as i f it returned to Japan it WD uld have noth ing . / 

was thinking of the welfare of the whole family, he 

disclosed to the block manager in his block. He was 

taking with him hie w i fe , his bro the r-in-law ,suet fcfcs 

±i±±±K and his wife and ^XXMXKHXS: child , sirx The elder 

Yagi was highly ' indignant, and went around in the block 

calling his son oyafukomono ( u n f i l i a l ) . 1 

1 . J. S . Journal 9 / 2 0 / 4 3 #4 , 9 / 2 1 / 4 3 . 6 , # 1 0 . 

Tanabe Family 1 iiaauko Yiishea she had more influence 

1 . ^e e pages __ 

over her father . ^xKxtes^xfexEHxs±sxKXt:sxkExx stxxxfsfcKzr 

He seemed to have a wall between himse.f snd other people, 

and now he was being stubborn. He insisted on not moving 

from lule Lake because he feared that i f the family did , 

it would be forocd to relocate. On the other hand, ¿azuko 

could not think of staying with her parents , ¿he had 

associated only on suoerficial terms with Liisei, and 

had mostly Caucasian friends prior to evacuation in 
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Marysville . gaxxssroKxfcr She had been quite miserable 

in the camp, and for some time now she had wanted to 

relocate. She did not f e e l that she could stand l iving 

in Tule Laiie after segregation. Her Barents were will-

ing to allow her to relocate . This was especially in 

view of the fact that her s i ster , x lazuyewas attending 

college in Salt Lake Gity , and they did not want to 

have one daughter alone on the outside. By mutual con-

sent, there 'ore, Zazuko made olans to relocate directly 

to ,5aIt Lake City. jhe had tried to make her parents 

see the wisdom of goihg to Topaz, where the children 

could a t least v i s i t them occasionally. Mr. Tanabe 

insisted on staying. -Irs. Tanabe vacillated between 

siding wi th her/6hildren and her husband. At one time 

she had thou, ht that it was wiser to be in Tonaz, arid 

ta^e her children 's word that the ~.7KA did not intend to 

force anyone to leave the center. y)n thr other 'rn.nd 1 

she was inclined to believe that her h u s ba nd w as ri gh t . 

ire 
XXXXXi^S-txi 

eptember ] she was saying 

At f irst I want 
>ple 

i f w 

so go 

a lo 
tell m 
going 
if I 'm f o r c e d t 
who say t 
you don't ha 
is tgilk 

cent 
~ „ i 

ev-

a: 
may 

a th ing 

don't want 

after hearing 
ny lore. They 

ier center i t ' s not 
old ana I can't wo tcjz 

t . There are some people 
you go to another center 

o go out , but we can ' t t e l l . There 
r next June you can 't stay in a 

a l l ruaor, of course, and you 
ou begin to bel ieve them a l l . 
ave here now. 

Th< couple stayed in ulesLajse, while ^azuko 

relocated to Salt i<e ?• i tv, 

\. S i . ^ , q/, a ( rs 
11tt 
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In July she was saying: 

Papa and I d idn 't register because he was 
afraid that if we registered v. e may be forced to 
leave this nlace some time in the future. I 
can't work because of my health. And he says that 
he 's too old now to go out and work on a farm 
like other people. H e ' s afraid that if he should 
go out, oeople on the outside wi l l be unreceptive 
to JarBnese aid h e ' l l be unable to make a l iving . 
What I 'm most concerned about is to ha.ve my chil-
dren close to us . -^azuko and iiazuye may live in 
the c ity and we may have to live in the countiy, 
but at least w e ' l l be able to see each other. May-
be there ' s a possibil ity that we can go to a dis-
loyal camo until our children get ready to call 
us" out , I don 't know. The children t ink that we 
should register , and so do I . They've talked to 
oana, but he won't listen to them. I wish there 
were someone who could really explain things to 
him and assure him that those who are considered 
loyal will not be forced to go out. I don 't think 
that America vvould do such a thing as to force 
a person out when he was not able to make a l iv ing 
on t he o utside . 

In ¡September her stand had changed, and she was inclined 

to believe that her husb' nd was r ight : 

At first I wanted to go out, but after hearing 
a lot of peo le I don't want to any more. They 
tell me that i f we go to another center i t ' s not 
going to be so good. V/e're old and I c a n ' t work 
i f I 'm forced to so out , tafcxxKxacxK There are some 
people who say that even i f you go to another cen-
ter you don 't have to go out, but v/e can ' t te l l . 
There is talk that after next June you can ' t stay 
in a center. It may be all rumor, o f course, and 
you can 't do a thing if you begin to believe them 
a l l . But I don 't want t > leave here now. 

The old coinle stayed in Tiuc Lake, while xiazuko relocated 

to Salt Lake C i t y . 1 

1 . Ib id . 7 / 1 9 / 4 3 #6 , 9 / 1 0 / 4 3 #1 , 9 / l l / 4 3 #4 



Segregation Report 

V I I . Interviews—14 

Matsuda Family Jim's break with his family dated 

back to the registration issue. At that time he had been 

considered an educated lad who could furnish the younger 

peoole in the block with oroper supervision, XK The 

three children in the family had kEEH scent their chil4-

Sood days in Japan. Jim had returned to this country 

at the age of about 12 . His parents were fruit 

farmers in ¡?lacer County, but wanted to have their chil-

dren have the advantage of a good education. Jim went 

to college , and learned to speak ¿ n g H sh with soaje 

fluency. He then entered an aeronautical school, for 

which his parents were w i l l i n g to pay expenses. At 

the time of regi strat i on ,^±xxkscs:xiiEs±txfc:&iia:t the family 

was living in .ard V , where the opposition to the 

program had been great . Jim decided that for his own 

future welfare he should leave Tule Lake to get some 

training on the outside . His younger brother was out 

of the camp attending college. His parent q and 

sister tbok out repatriation papers, and h:.s fat 

r e f u s e / to cancel! them. He 

He said: 

" I f there 's poihfc to be a split in my family, 
I c a n ' t help i t . I c a n ' t help i t . I c a n ' t go 
along with them now because my ?/hole future is 
at stake. I want to do the things that I should 
be doing. I should have gone out long ago i/¡hen 
I had job offers , not exactly what I wanted, but 
s omething I c ou 1 d hav e do ne . " 1 

1 . I b id . 7 A 1 / 4 3 #4 
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He refused to repatriate , and E throw away his future . 

had 

His father was adamant, fie/threatened to disown 

Jim i f he had answered "yes" to Question £8, and con-

seouently -fim had SCXXXKXK: registered hut answered in 

the negative. e xion^xttedxi: regretted this stepx 

and the next day attempted to have his answer changed, 

"but discovered that he ±m had to go through cumbers one 

procedures. His father was furious when he learned 

that his son was considering working as an engineer 
neighbors 

in a war industry. At a time when xesx^ee$35 were 

cr it ic iz ing those who left the project on farm work, 

he declared, he could not have a member of the family 

helping the war industry. His mother was an intro-

vert and under the domination of his father . She 

was willing to go to another center, but was not able 

to influence her hush and to her way of thinking . 

People in the block began to say that education hadn't 

done Jim much good. One ¿ibei said: !I2±:axx£xiix£&££xI 

2Ckx / / I ' m glad that I quit going to school early. 

At least the oeoole have some resoect for me n o w . / 1 

Jim ceased attending ' lock meetings, and gave up arguing 

with his if t her. He waited quietly for the day of his 

departure . 1 . . wfci M ) 
Ibid . 7 / 2 1 / 4 3 #4 , 9 / 1 1 / 4 3 #1 , 9 / 3 1 / 4 3 #3 

1 . more complete case history of Jim can be written 
for Volume I I . 
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se be ing "lu,y air1'- - an d tjac^r^fere^- ntrtr^e To ngTng~Ih a segre-

gation centjsr^^ihey-be e ame the unwantTS-^airum^ty in 

Tule Lake a fter segregation . 

The vast majority of those faced with the choice 

of remaining in Tule Lake w i t h their family or leaving 

chose to stay. The number of families split by the 

segregation program into d i f ferent centers was relat ively 

small. A rsjndom sample of 115 split families inter-

fiewed K&XSHK showed 99 or 86 per cent remaining as one 

u n i t . V/hen the split families were to be interviewed , 

s 

between members of the family at the interviews . Actually , 

in most cases the answer was simply that the whole 

family had decided to remain in Tule Lake , Some attempt 

was made by some Caucasian interviewers to encourage 

individual members of the family to r e l o c a t e , but generally 

withssdc l i tt le e f f e c t . 
Some 

o f t he family members ibn the Removal List 

some of the interviewers had exoect^violent conflict; 

were glad to be able to stay in Tule Lake . The fact 

that they had members of the family on the Segregation 

L ist meant that they had the choice of remaining 

in the segregiti on. center. This was especially true 

of parents who had registered—and most a l ieas regis-

tered in the a f f i rmative—and desired to stay in 

Tule Lane . This was also true of children v.-ho did 

not want to leave the center, and was able to stay 

without being c cn sid ered "disloyal " or breaking any 

regulat ion . It was already revealed in the section 
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on hearings that individuals declared themselves "dis-

loyal" in order to accommodate other members of the 
p eo pi e 

family, .¿any m k x s s were greatly concerned over 

their '"loyalty" status until they were informed that 

if they possessed a family member who was on the Segre-

gation L i s t , they wd u 1 d be allowed to remain in Tule 

Lake. S t i l l others were still anxious, and took steps 

to insure being allowed to stay in _ule Lake. A Kibei 

who had registered in the negative , related ftxstxst the 

attitude of h is parents, who had registered in the affir-

mative : 

ily parents are going to taKe out repatriation 
papers this afternoon because they want to ma Ke 
sure that they can stay h e r e . . . . T h e y can't s i t st i l l 
until the ;̂ ¿0 so nsthing ab out it to make sure that 
they can stay here. 

1 . J. S . Journal 7 / 3 0 / 4 3 #5 

Others showed that their primary reason for stay-

ing in Tule Lake was the bel ie f that the family unity 
» 

should not be broken. Parents generally pr ef erred to 

stay i f their children remained in Tule Lake. Hus-

bands and wives generally kept together in the center, 

older 
It was among the/children on the Removal x.ist that 

-¿any 

exnerienced the greatest amount of vacil lation , XHXK 

of them did not want to stay, but did so because they 

believed that it was their duty to be with their family. 

One married g irl requested that she , her husband, and 

baby be allowed to stay with her oarents, who were 


