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people to the center of their choice, .he answer wa
the WRA would do everything they could to send
genter of their choice, Another rumor th:
be no .jobs for those who u it

answer given was that project directors

had opromised =2

his speech Best received some applause. LAEF
It was notlgud, but it showed that he was gaining the con=-
fidence of at least part of the evacuees. The translation
f the speech was prepared beforehand and delivered by
Father Dai, who did an excellent Jjob.
minate misunderstandings csau Y poor transliat
The answer to the rumor about the draft was not very
convinecing, since Major Marshall had issued & signed
statement at the time of the registration issue, sta
that those who answered "no,no" would not be drafted.
Even after the speech, many Isseis and Niseils were still
convineed that if £y liiseis stayed in Tule Leke they
ould be less likely to be drafted than if fley went to
another center. The same sort of thingf was
of the other rumors. Even though they were exniaine
refuted, peop still continued to believe
be foreced out of
get jobs in anot

The only patt of Best's spcech which produced immediste

\_};‘: aA\' 6 ')‘ ‘“hr i
rt resp throughout the community wees—wkem he tried

to explain the £ifth rumo; When he said that WRA documents

would be kept confidential (himitsu),

something to
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None of them are going willingly. =&

t0 g0 and then try bt the fact

the Japanese government, many of them ‘

leave. I ure what Best meant, but he shouldn't
have said what he did. Do we have to kegp the fact
hat we are leaving Tule Lake & secret?"

7, 1943

Issei

Another J#FEPA expressed

e e e - -
conglaere
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U secret,
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fools? |
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The existence
to Japan on the part of Issei

lowing incident:

"Mr. A. ceme to see J.S5. with & copy of the family
jnterview notice. He pointed to lines in the first
paragraph, and wanted to know exasctly what they meant.
They resdy '...This action has been taken in order
to provide & place of protection and promote the
general welfare of all evacuees who prefer to live
in- Japan or are known to favor the cause of Japan
in the present hostilities or whose loyalties do
not lie with the United States.' Mr. A explained

Mr. As—explained that these disturbing lines hed heen

attention oF-weraons attending & Block meet=-

j these disturbing lines had been caslled to the
attention of persons attending a block meeting in
31ock £23. The feeling was that if leaving the center
meaRt loyalty to America and disloyalty to 25

they would rether stay in Tule Lake. Many hs

to cancel their interviews, &nd the disucssion
reasched Block 0.

"J.S.'s answer and explanation was significant
because 1t served to allay the Block uanager's fear,
The same day the dlgrg it sger gpoke to four other
persons, and they too wer satiefied viﬂn the ex-
planation. J.8: pointed out tha ztion wes
announced as being done on the be ig .“ oyalty and
disloyalty, and the impression was given that people
had gome choice in the matier. petually, however,
the only ones who had & choilce we those in Group
II., All those in the other groups really did not
have 8 choiece. Those in Gx olg I~~the repatriates--
were considered disloyal, hose in CGroup III--those
who changed their answers or registered late--were
considered loyal without any cuestion, The only
uolllthnﬁ nade by Isseis had been to answer 'yes'
to Question 28--which was not & loyalty cuestion.
Since they were being reguired to leave wi-
chice in the matter, they were only being s
by the WRA &g being loyal=-they were not sif ,
1hat The; wotild be loyal. After the war this fact woudd

published and mede clear to the Japanese Government,
that Isseis should have no fear asbout bein orced

leave Tule Lake against their wish,

o




stence of this Fesx
robably ver
writer can think of only & few Isseis whe

il X 4
ave themselves considered "dis loyal to Japan, and they are
present
/

political refugees from Japen who are opposed
e
government in Japan or/edherents of ideology unpo

their own country.
their countxy usuelly as

ta ?i\\ nation -nu\hpl & Jsgo'“ﬁlic

vut FAXY look upon ;¥ as & model nation)
unguesti ilnﬁly
owe their loyalty,

Iépéf Immigrant
thinking, and usually
fascistic or undemocratie;

congidered disloys

s

been impressed fron
Vigines dan . o » : W Hh
with the im orvance ol being loyal to one'
iL'ﬁ the importance
country even more so Lhun/p pﬂ;ﬁtp;p,/PF ol & ehild

ecting his paren Lo be labelled "loyal" to Americe

1€ans ,

gnly 'dislovs his ntry but. he g amors. and as

"R
suca 18

common observance that this lession has been
arned by practically every Issel who has been
up in Japan., Even those who say

1o America as they do to Japan Sinece
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lived most of their lives in this i1l main-

G e .
tain that they are not being disloyal apan nor should

) N
they be ffLléd designated loyal to Americe.
LA " o e "
Beca e of the reluctance of being branded disloyal
seis ,
to Japan, ﬂﬁﬁg% nho Lé# plen to leave Tule Lake must rationa-
lize in his own mind why he would not
“ - 3 - 1
loyal to His country if he were to
The most common rational zations |

"Ho Issei would a‘ﬁobey
Lile*"v alway

(D
c" M ek

M ko

"When Generad Terauchi pess through
Cosst, I heard this fron : 1) liD“.
'Tf there should be & war between Japan snd Ax
I want you Japanese in America to heln America
be loyal to it. You don't have to worry about
Leave the fighting of the war to LLO»;;L of us
in Japen.' 1I'm sure that the Japanese in
have this in mind., What Mr. Best said, of
was Vvery unnecessary becasuse it disturl

It would have been better left unsaid."H

vt WED ;

_wto,zf (Ado 10

. 22 (14 ¢




reply when
¥#g chose to
leave Tule lLeake:
"I want to go where I can serve the most people.
HBere in iule Lake t! CMe/Xf going to be £0,000 Japanese.
Ontside of Tule Lake there are lOO,QOO Japanese. I
go yhgté with the largest groap,” 1
Overcoming the feer of being i;é considered disloyel
to Japan In these ways -show an independence of -thought, since
any act which eotuld be ¢{11¢ﬂ coneidered pre=American was

~in Tule Lake
looked QpOﬁ/wltu antsgofiism and suspicion. This differed

in different blocks, since people from the Horthwest wers

smerally  known to be more IFf#h/ pro<imerican tham people

fz)m Qalifornia. In more than-One Hock, however, the\

‘”1 er hag noticed that tiose who were akle to

N

1. Ffdh/héhgstd/ By K. Tekeda, unrecorded

All f4d/ Isseis who left “ule Leke/ did/fof were

able to free themselves from the fear that thev misht

be considered “l”lO l“to thelr country. Many of them
confident
+ule Lake,
did s,
Were
ated or int&lligent enough
r themselves
ajority of the r said or by rumors that were circulsgted.
of course, pgave lip service to ghg rationalizations

avove, JAYROUL/BELNE/LALALLS/ bRYA IMg#A/ since they

had chosen to leave Tule Lake for other reasonsg.
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larger

It is probebly safe to generalize that a much ZALYIEF/
pppoportion of the Issei population was seized by a fear

: ‘ 3 ; . . LR
at one time or another thaek they would be considered dis-
loyal’ ‘ta Ja pan than were able to rationalize their leaving
of Tule Lake with confidences.

Summary In spite of the fact that the mass educational

program was placed in competent hands, it was not entirely

successful in dispelling EALUSLAA/AAL/FABOFE/VILER/BELF

##ﬂ/ﬂﬁﬁ‘/%lﬁrfﬂ/ rumors. The confusion was £ffALEgt/

much grest :
among Isseis ﬁﬁﬁ/ than among Niseis. 1In 'viduals who

s worke
weliare 11LerV1e§§§
1bers of th lannin
Those whd\dla not
many contacts exgept W1th‘n\their own block Were con fused
the most.\ .
There was & reaelization on the part of the administration
that the best policy to follow\was to give the people as
much information as possible. ©Nhose handling the segregea-
tion program expressed fear that Xf they were not careful
they would meet with organized resigtance from those who
did not want to leave Tule Lake. Be ?des making every
effort to disseminate as much informa£ on as possible,
the administration was careful not to uske any form of
threat in order to cafry out the segregati9n program.
The segregation center was pictured a2s being\ not too dif+€
ferent from any of the other centers. To car?
mass educational program a speakers bureau, aﬂ/ information

translation board,
centers, Tulean Disvatchf, pamphlets,/and outdoor \speeches

were utilized. .Lhese means of communication were not suf-
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Ward VII Rumor

the
On August 13 in one of the blocks in Ward VII £ steward,

an Isseil, got up and made the announcement in the messhall
before the block people which started & rumor which was
never eompietely tracked to its source or completely refuted.
He said that he had recéikved & notice to appear for an
interview, and was asked to sign & paper, which he refused
to do. He was not cuite sure what had been written on the
paperj/B/ he was asked to sign, he said, BhL/AE/¥EL/SdtE//
batause he counld not read English. But he was sure that
even if an expert read it, he would not be able to under-~
stand it easily. He thought that it was written in such a
way that those signing such & paper and leaving the project
would have to give up all claims to $50,000 or $60,000 of
indemnity which was due them. Consequently, he asked the
people to be careful of what they signed when they were
called for an interview. The steward is also supposed to
have mentioned: "It ago says that you can stay here if
you like." Some of the more vocal members of the block--
and there was a noticeable group of them--came to see &

man who had received a notice for a social welfare inter-

view, but nothkng came of it. DPeople in the bloeck who

had received similar interview notices ygf¢f¢ expressed fear

of going for the interview, and some of them did not 20

The block manager,%f an intelligent Nisei lawyer, was
consulted sbout the matter, and he consented to look into
the matter. However, he was heard telling the same story
to someone in the block and was heard relating it at é

ward meeting. The rumor spread, but no evidence of kexing
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any/ggsing to sign a paper was discovered. The vocal group
then began to say in a few days that from the second day
the paper to be signed was not produced anymore, but to

be careful because it might reappear again when phe veople
did not suspect, possibly when they had to sign for their
baggages, since people usually did not trouble to read
things then. The administration suspected that the bloek

manager, who was known to be bitter and resénted the TR

administration, had "planted" the rumor, but nothing

KB PREA/FoE/ AIRE [ LIHL /LR /HE L1 ¥4 coula be found to

prove it. 1

1
l. JS Journsl, August 16, 1943, #18 #3

sort of
On August 19 the same/rumor was still Ffloating around,

and the Planning Board was trying to get hold of all papers
which evacuees were required to sign in order to clarify
the rumor. The rumor now stated that all those who did

not sign a certein paper were not allowed to leave the pro=
ject and that two men had been taken off the stage for this
reason. The Leave Office claimed that those leaving were
not required to sign anything. OCarter, who was trying to
track this rumor down, was at a loss to know what to do,
since if he published a statement that the people were not
required to sign anything, they would refuse to sign a
document that had to be signed some time in the future.

Consequently, the rumor was never completely refuted, but

2
it was soon replaced by gif¢rg more current rumors.

2. J8 Journal, August 20, 1943, #9
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The educational program included more then is discussed

in this section. Individual interviews given by the
Social Welfare Department, for instance, was conceivably
a process of getting the views of the administration to

the people. The mass meeting held by the segregation com-

mittee too was a part of this program. For the sake of

convenience, however, this section is limited to the ini-
tial period up to about August and to the attempts to influence

the people through mass education.
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Reaction of the Peoplé’*’

7
L™

Mae educatlonal\%rogram 41 ¢ ‘d/ inbluded more
section, fﬂleldual Ntervions

epartment , y 1nstanc§ was

gettlng the v1ews ofthev

[ucational program could hardly

i < expected to succeed completely in all of its phhses, be-

some of

g.hm&.;cause/the material to be presented ﬁfﬁéﬁ/ﬁ#ﬁ/ﬂfﬁ/ﬁxﬁ g

tained germs of confusion, aside from thef confusion Wwhich
would result from difference in outlook between the adminis-
tration and evacuees, diffieulty in translation, lack of
comnunisation

facilities, ¢f#/ rumors, etc. In stating more precisely

at this time to what extent the mass educational program

succeeded or failed, it will be convenient to note especially
three mind to present?

£)if points which the administration had in/p¥ ¢4 fiE ié

W. Reasons for segregation

2. Basis for segregetion

3. Nature of segregation center
Although some evidence have already been produced to show
that the educational program {IA/AAL/EhdffEa/E4hEBLERE)
was not completely suceessfully, the whole Ffield will be

reviewed, this time from the standpoint of the evaauces.
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Reasons for Segregation

From the very beginning of the segregation program
the popular explanation of the AFFFEFALYf proeram among
the evacuees was that it was a means to reduce the number
of people in the centers. One explanation was that if
it were determined that an evacuee were loyal, the WRA
would use that as a good excuse to gf disclaim the right
to hold them within & center. There was also the clain
made by the administration thet if the disloyal were placed
in one camp it would meke it easier for the loyal ones
to be accepted on the outside. Others merely bluntly
stated that those in Tule Lake would be allowed to stay

for the duration, but that those in other centers would

be forced to leave it sooner or laterygf while the war was

the
in progress. The remark ygg/¥£F¥/df/ that/WRA wanted to

get rid of the evacuees was very often heard throughout
the segregation period. Many persons considered themselves
burdens of the government, and also felt that the WRA was
trying to reduce this burden as much as possible. In
spite of the fact that the administration denied this
popular explanation‘time and agéin, it continued to be
the most popular explanation of the segregation program.
This theory was presented first by the most vocal AEMPEY
and argumentetive individuals within the Colony, and then
generally accepted by & large number of Isseis and sonme
Niseis. This explanation was especially popular among
those who wanted to stay in Tule Lake.

Another explanation which was not loudly voiced

nd heard only infregquently was that segregation was a




It should be
remembered

T,

SR-M-IV-41%

puntitive measure for those who had chosen to put them-
selves down as disloyal during registration. Such ex-
pressions as:

"It serves them right."

"!hey should have known it was coming."
expreB8sed by those who had answered "yes" to Question 28/

revealed that they considered the segregation program a

fé@éégéfédmeasure:wﬁﬂ' Ca ru Rarica, Ovnike L

i e -

— 2 Lo
Ad  hle o o S e

had been broken down. The fact that some who favored
such

registration voiced fAEY¥ opinion FPEUYy/L¥dt as quoted
above‘openly, showed that the gulf between the two groups
still remained. On the other hand, even those who favored
registration and who suffered BEEFALE/ LUES/REA/BEEA/ by
being considered a traitor of the peonle around him did
not express the opinion that the segr-gation program would
bring about any improvement. On the contrasry, many expressed
the belief that it would only cause more trouble for the
people.

The claimg of the sdministration was that the segregation
program was for the beneifit of the evacuees themselves,
This most people did not believe. f“he sdministration also
claimed that the g€ program was being carried out to enable
those who wanted to bé Ja snesgffrom those who wanted to be
American, and many people found this acceptable, Others,
especially Isseis,
however, found this cleim to be & source of confusion, as will

be explained later.




i
“%gjgél- It should be remembered that the registration program

split the Colony into two opposing factions--those who ty

favored registration and those who opposed it. After the

program was completed, however, meny of those who opposed

registration changed their minds, and also took steps to
PUALLE /LR EIA /¢14L// register or to change their answers.
Consequently, by the time the segregstion program rolled
around much of the barrier Ygd/PFg¢/ between the two groups
hed been broken down. The fact that some who favored
registration voiced ;22?# opinion FYEAly/£¥dft as cuoted
abovevopenly, showed that the gulf between the two groups
still remeined. On the other hand, even thoge who favored
registration and who suffered BESZALE/ LY ES/VEA/BEEL/ by
being considered a traitor of the peonle around him did
not express the opinion that the segr-gation program would
bring about any improvement. On the contrary, many expressed
the belief that it would only cause more trouble for the
people.

The claimg of the sdministration was that the segregation
program was for the beneifit of the evacuees themselves.
This most people did not believe. <The szdministration also
claimed that the g¢ program was being carried out to enable
those who wanted to Be Ja anes¢ffrom those who wanted to be
American, and many people found this acceptable, Others,
especially Isseis,
however, found this claim to be & source of confusion, as will

be explained later.
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the loyal from the dislogal.

Bagis for Segregation 1In explaining the basis for

segregation, the administration confused the issue by pre=-
senting several viewpoints at the same time. First, it
attempted‘to avoid the use of the words 'loyslty' and 'dis-
loyalty' FAf/AUPELItvEe/LEgE/ Then it £ FffLEd/ assumed
that the Jg#/ people had slready made a chokce of"loyalty”
g% by their acts during the registration period. <Lhirdly,
it treated Niseis end Isseis alike.

In spite of the fact that an attempt was made by the
adninistration to avoid the use of the words 'loyal' and
'disloyal', they were written into officiasl statements
and notices, which reached the people. In spite of the
explanation that those who remained in Tule Lake were fdhose
who'preferred to be AWMfFY¢d/ Javanese]' most people under-
stood that the issue at stake was loyalty or disloyalty to

nations at war. To Niseis this was not puzzling,

accepted this fact without protest. Kibeis, too,

not question the aporopriatepenss of segregating on
basis of loyalty BF/dL1pLE¥E1EY// to & country.

It was among the Isskks FAEFE/ that there arose a grest
deal of protest concerning the basis of segregation. In the
first place, they felt that it was unfair to assume that
they had made & choice of“lo:alty“or‘aisloyaltflto one country
or the other. After ail, as they pointed out, they had only
promised to obey the laws of tie United States when they

answered 'yes' to Question 28. At no time had they gaf/
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1
stated that they would be ioyaf'to the United States or

: | A
hisloyai to Japan. As one Issei ssaid:

"Of course, we Isseis are considered disloyal(fkhhewéé)
even if we answered 'yes' to Question 28, aren't we?"

1. J8 Journal, July 22, 1943, #11

Time and ggéin &t discussions and meetings it was brought
up that it was unfair to Isseis to consider them“loyaf or
%isloyai‘when they were citizens of Japan and were not
eligible for citizenship in this country.

Even when the Words'ioyalty“and'Bisloyalt§‘were not
used, it was implied that Isseis had & choice in either
staying in Tule Lske if they wished, or leaving it. This
choice was implied in such statements by the administration
as: "Those who prefer to be Japanese." Iilany Issié&s ob-
jected to the fact that only two in Group II were to have
hearings and those in Groupsl, II,6 and III d4id not. Iiany
Isseis claimed that it was Agf/f4i#/ unfair not to allow
& hearing to Isseis who had not had & chance to express
their real sentiment. When it was pointed out to them that
this was the regulation or that if a choice were allowed them
too many of them would stay only to avoid the trouble of
having to move, many Isseis explained the situstion away
by making such remarks as:

"Of course, the WRA is trying to get as many
people out of Tule Lake as possible. If Ywef stay

in ‘+ule Lake, they won't be able to get us out of the

center, which they could do if YA€ we went to another
center,”
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BERE/TRBELR/FEEE I RILLLAE [EF/LERT 6/ 1VLE [T E/

JA On the other hand, one argument which succeeded
in allaying the fears of‘Isseis was that they really had
no choice in the matter of leaving or staying in Tule
lake. 7 Those in Group III amd IV had neither pledged
their loyalty to America or had signified in any way that
they were disloyal to Japan. Consequently, if they were
forced to leave fule Lake, it could not be taken to mean
that they were signifying their disloyalty to Japan. To
those who wanted to leave Tule Lake, then, the lack of
choicB was something desirable in relieving them of any
responsibility in the matter. Consecuently, some of those
who could not quite make up their minds whether to g0 or

forced

not, were willing to be YUghéd out, but &id not want to

go of their own volition,

The use of the words 'loyal" and "disloyel" towardg
Isseis just as it was Dbeing used toward Niseis confused

Isseis. They understood that Niseis could be expected to

o v K [ e (1]
beld loyal{ to America or disloyal to Japan since they

were citizens of the United States, even though their
Isseis different
rights were restricted. However, fA€f were/ they felt,
since they were Japanese citizens and were not elipgible
for American cit%zenship. To an Issei 'loyalty' or
chusei was a fixed relationship between a subject and

his ruler, or a citizen and his country. Consecuently,

he could only conceive of his Xgf#X being considered

"loyal'\ only to Japan. As one evacuee leader explained:
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"Chusei"” is a good and practically the only tran-
slation for "loyalty." But the same term has atre-
mendously different connotation in the mind of Issei,
due to the traditional ethics of Japan, in which Pa-
triotism is the center of morality. Right at this
point we are dealing with the fundamental difference
of national consitution between U.3. and Japan.

In the traditional Japanese ethicecs "Chu" and "Ko"
are the two highest virtures and at the same time the
basic principles of moral life. "Chu" gfd/ is the
loyalty to one's ruler a2nd is applied for houselhold
master, feudal lord, or nationesl ruler,thst is Em-
DETOT,

"Ko" is the filial loyalty and is used only in
reference to parents. Furthermore, it must be noted
that according to the traditional teachings, the highest
type of "Ko" is found in the absolutely unoualified
"Chu", namely to the mind of Japanese the nation comes
before the Family, and one can be loyal to his own
parents only by way of being loyal to his nation.

The term for Nation or County is Kokka (Koku - ka)
"koku," meaning "country" and "ka," meaning "family"
or "home.t! The underlying idea is that the Nation is
one big family of which each individual femily is a
small part. Without the country t ere can bé& no
individual family existing. Therefore, to obey one's
parents and forget his duty to the ruler of the nation
is as & matter of principles an unethical conduct.
Whever conflict exists between loyalties to the Nation
and to the parents, one must choose that toward the
Nation and by so doinc he is at8aining to the highest
type of "ko" to his parents even against their will,
wish or desire.

It is, therefore, extremely important to note
that "loyalty" in the sense of "chusei" is more of a
collectivistic virture than a2 personal one.

In the mind of Issei, "Chusei" is not & matter
of personal choice or preference &s to which country
he should be loyal, but as a member of the country
and no other country whatsoever. This mesans just
one thing in reference to the Issei under the present
circumstances, namely as long as they cannot be
and are not Americsn citizen they cannot phedge
their "Ohusei" to America. And it is not & matter
of their personal choice either. MAEL/dEf/{¥eh//
«esT0 be 1lsbelled "loyel" to America measns, as far
as a Issei is concerned, thst he is not only "disloyal™
to his country but he is "immorael" and as such is put
to shame b &all his friends. i

l. VBA Terms by D.K. See Appendix
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Some Isseis protested the fact that the words "loyal'!
and 'disloyal" were used toward them and insisted that this
was inapppopriate. They said that it applied to Niseis, But

5
not to Isseis.

This stir that was cgused among Isseis did not affect
them 811 in the same way. Some Isseis willingly accepted

the feect that they were considered disloyal to America.

thers feared that they would be considered LgygL/£8/AbltLFE
EAd /¢80 AELAEALLY disloyal to Japan. Still otherSwere con-
fident that even though they left Tule Lake they would not
be considered disloyal to Japane.
The ones§ who declared that they were loysl to Japan
¥P1L¢/ were largely those who #gf€ had decided to stay in

boasted
Tule Lake. Many of them WELE/BEPYd of the fact that thpy

were showing their\ioyalty“to their country by steying.

Some taunted those who were leaving by telling them that

thy ywere going to be considered'disloyaf‘by Japen. Some
said that if they stayed in Tule Lake they would be rewarded
by Japan after the war with indeminitkés, while those who

left Tule Lake would beless likely to receive them{ or would

not receive them at all.

1.

By and large it can be said that a large number of Isseis

Wwho remained in Tule Lake were willing to accept the view

A q
that those who stayed in YTule Lake were ioyal to Japan.

In this group irresponsible bachelors, the uneducated and

unsophisticated, and "latrine philosophers" were noticeable,
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A great number of the other Isseis, especially those
who had not made up their mind definitely to stay in Tule
dake,were the ones who were disturbed by the stend taken
by the administration. ©They were the ones who expressed
fear that they might Dbe considered‘ﬁisloyaf'to Japan if
they left Tule Lake, who were relieved to hear that actually
they had pifdé no choice at all in going or in staying, who
answered 'no' at the segregation hearing, but were willing
to go to another center if they were forced to, They were
more likely to be FEmi{)y Isseis with family responsibilities,

accepted in the community,fg/d EELIdUE AELEPLAA/ 1Y/ meking

very little trouble for others, not highly educated, but
fairly good
capable of making gAYA judgmentsl OFf this group some stayed

AAd/dLhA 8/ in tule Leke and others YZA£ left.

#inally there were some Wig Isseis who did not ZLZYF/
LA/ LhLE/Lg¥E/ Dbelieve that leaving Tule Lake would mske

o W
them disloyal to Japan or that staying in Tule Lake meces=-

serily made them®loyal to their country. BUER/dA/ LALT Y L AL

Members of the Planning Board, Adg¥ who left for other cen-

ters, did not think that being in one center or another
made them'loyal”or Qislogal to their country. Mr. 0., WH4/
FELAEY LAY Ed// an educated man without & family, took out
repatriation papers, but he did not believe that the Isseis
who chose to stay in ‘ugke Lake were any more"loyaf'to Japan
than who left it. Mr. S., educated, FifWh/EFE4kIA¢ & former

insurance salesman, felt that the mission of the Isseis lay
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in staying in this country, and being true to Americsas, if

NECESSary.

l. J5 Journal, August ,1943

T.,c;;fgifﬁigyét}gig3é;r??blemaker, with a wife but no
childgeﬁ,/éiﬁfé %éﬁﬁ%ﬁé/zﬁiﬂidn/ who opposed registration,

but planned to leave the project, defended his change of

stand by declaring thet "loyalty or‘disloyslty did not con-

cern Isseis. <“hey were individuals who were educated or
intelligent enough to analyze the situation for themselves

and not be swayed by emotion or rumdrs.
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V. Resettlement
A, Introdnection
As we have already seen, the official issue af
the segregation program was the separation of these
considered "loyal" from those identified as "disloyal."
It was seen that many residents accepted the usage of

the terms "loyal" or "disloyal"--chusei or fuchusei,

while o thers protested against the applicatfon of
such tenngni;rthe circumstances. Maxgaxxxx However,
many of the residents had read into the attempt of the
administration to determine loyalty of evacuees what
they considered to.be the real issue at stake, It
was widely believed among colonists that the main res-
son for having a segregation program was to force those
‘relocation

who professed to be loysl to leave the/centers.
educational nrogram, even though far sunerior to
which preceded the il2-fated registration issue,
nqt succeed in dispelling the minds of residents of
ﬁgﬁgjnotion that the determination of loyalty or dis-
loyalty as such was not the issue at stake., Resettle-
ment or the possibility of forced relocation, then,
to many redidents were the real issues in the segre=
gation program,

In certain respects evacuees who believed that
resettlement was the main issue at stakew;;; right .

It was the redettlement program which necessitated

the certification of those leaving the center as

"loyal." The creation of the combat team and the
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Exenkmax laying of the foundation for the eventusl
were

drafting of all evacuee citizens wux primarily moti-

vated by the desire to increase the acceptance of

evacuées in outside communities,

1. See Morton's report.

WRA'§,increased emphasis on resettlement eventually
_4££3$~§§ many evacuees had feared, to forced closure
of all centers occupied by the so-called "loyal®
resi dents., Even though many residents treated the
official reason for segregation far too lightly, they
were able to guide their behavior accordingAto what
they considered to be the erux of the'g;:;§;~resettle-
ment.

With the exception of a handful of evacuces,
mostly ¥isei, the WRA found it necessary fx in carrying
ount its resettlement program to coax them to leave/

the center. In the spring and summer of 1943, follow=-

ing the regist ration crisis, and even during the segre-

gation program,sprEkakxef the administration made Sp e~

cial effobts to encourage relocation to outside com-
munities., The fallure of the resettlement program to
attract many families to leave the cemter contributed
directly tgyii;aining in iule Leke, even by professing
"disloyalty." Whym were evacuees so reluctant to leave

relocation centerst-Sulevhak et enns Why did

not more accept the opportunity to walk out of the front
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to go
gates of the camp,/where freedom of movement awaited them?
In this section an attenpt will be made to show attitudes

supporting reluctance to relocatizz, The attitudes of

those who decided té resettle will be treated in &8 sem=

rate section. Later the mkkkkugextx influence of atti-
tudestoward resettlement on the loyalty-d=xkkx issue will

be shown.
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B, Attenptsto Encoursge Resettleme nt

Dur ing the spring end summer of 1943 the rate of
relocation was steady, but not high. (Quote figures
at this point.) The segregation program, which was
announced in July, was not allowed to interfere with
the relocation program. In fact, a special effort was
made in Tule Lake to relocate as many evacuees as pos=
sible rather than to have them proceed to another cen-
ter. The response to this increased emphasis was
favorable generally on the part of the Nisei only,
while among other residents it only served to deepen
the conviction that WRA was preparing to force evacuees
out of the center after the completion of the segre-
gation program.,

One of the first resettlement program which coin-
cided wi th the beginning of the segregation issue was
a forum by the Recreation Vepartment on the sub ject of
gondition on®the outside. Y‘he forum was conducted by

which

the Nisei section of the Hecreation Department, xm& had
to chosen relocation as a topic for the first time.
The forum waé held at the outdoor stage on KREXEXERXRER
ef July 280, The forum, unlike others, =mmk&k included
en@ertainment and a speaker in Japanese, and attracted
some Issei and Xibei, &s well as the usual Nisei crowd.
It was possible that the topic of rmmsti¥ewex condition
on the outside held soecial interest for those who

to ok the trouble to attend. The speakers were Shuji

L3mura (technically an Issei) and Alice iukai, who spoke
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in English for the benéfit of the Nisei, Dr., Tonness,

& Christian minister visitihg the pro ject, and Ken rasuda,
an educ ated Xibei, who addressed his remarks to the
older people. The general theme of the sp eakers was
that the outside was not dangerous, that Xk dispersal
of Japenese thmughout the United States was to be wék~
comed, that evscuation offered opportunities to seek
one's fortune throughout the country, apd that everyone
should relocate as soon as possible. Antagonism against
the speskers was evident on the part of some of the
audiencé. Some began to clap their hands prematurely--
s mmwwxr gesture zmemx implying dissatisfaction with

the speech. Others directed derogatory remark at the

two =wEmkers who Spoke in English., 3eme of the remarks

heard=—were:
m,,,ig.,,‘; :
An Issei was heard muttering:
"He's too young yet."
When Alice iukai started to give.her speech sitting dow,
someone was heard shouting in Japeanese:
"Get up and make the speech."”
Watanabe, a Kibel working for the Flanning Board, related
a criticism agsinst the speakers that he had heard: |
I heard someone say that all the speakers
did wes to tell people to go out without telling
;gig.what the conditions on the outside was;actually

Shirai, Issei and ¥mkeky Executive Secretary of the

Community @Gouncil criticized:
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You can't expect young kids like them to go
out and observe out side conditions accurately.

Ken Yssuda was careful not to give opinions of his own
strongly fevoring relocation, and escaped extreme eritlis-
cism. Dr. Tonness was outspoken in k¥= advocating lea-
ving camp, but was applauded. The forum clearly indi-

cated that interest in relocation on the one hand was

3
met on the other with =izmsxsfxresemkmexk opposition.

1, J. 8. Jodmel, 7/88/43 1,

Another relocation speech was madé by a Chiristian
ninisterz on & Sunday evening, August £ 15, Father Dai
had made & two month tour of the country, and was pre-
pared to encourage residents to relocate. The group
that he snoke to was largely made up of church followers,
i ebined to. what he el te say Ghleily. Sisdwesus

wi-thethei-r<leaders
a8—a—group-were most-l.ike 1%%-&gree/—efrwt—he-~w-i~s-é~om~of

re%ezaS$ﬁ@.an&xaﬁx&ksgxxskxgxkﬁxaxxhuxkxtﬁsxnmmxtxx
Father Dai pointed tut th£7zgjustment being made by
those who had already relocated, and advocated reloca-
tion for others. Within the Christian circle Father
Daggiixyxnxikxxxxxxxxﬁxxan&xkkx advice on relocation
was fairly well received, Jjudging from the higher rate
of relocation among Christians than among Buddhists.
(Substantiste with statisties.) In other circles his
speech was cansidered a rather bold act in view of

the resentment toward those who openly advoceted relo-

cation. Nishida, & Buddhist, praised Father Dai for

the bravery he showed in advocating relocation:
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Ags Nishida later mentioned, Father Dal cer-
tainly had courage to urge people to caisider the
advantages of living on the outside. DNishidas
ssid that anyone who dared to speak openly for
relocation in that way would be considered an
inum. He admired Pather Dai because he was think-
ing of the ultimate good of the people. "

Whenever relocation was ment ioned, there were also

&
evidences of opposition.

1. J.S. Diary, 8/16/43 #4

During August the WRA made a specisl effort to
relocate evacue es from Tule Lake before they were sent
to other centers. It was an attempt to util%zefthe
necessity for a large number of families to'§;$éz£§aﬂ‘
resettlement on the outside. It was believed that
families which did not want to exreriencé again the
troub le of packing belongings and moving might be per-
suaded to move on to the'outside rather than to another
center. A number of relocation officers from offices
in various parts of the country arrived im early in
August with of fers of the choicest.jobs in their posses-
gion for Tuleans, They interviewed evacuees desiring
in formati on about the outside. They put up special
photographs and posters in the Placement Office, en-
couwraging vsesdtlement, Pamphlets describing jobs
and corditions in the Middle Vest were made available
to evacuees. llovies were shown in various parts of
the pro ject, under the title of "This Is America ,” to
increase confidence on the part of ®esidents who feared

the unknown., When the relocation officers left at the
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end of the month they announced that "more than 500
“uleans" hed EEe made plans to relocate directly rather

than proceed to another pro ject.

1. Tulean Dispatch, 8/27/43

The difficulty experienced by relocsation of ficers
in showing the movies of "This 1s Ameri ca" series illus-
tre ted the subile manner in which resistance to resettle-
ment operated. Barber, who was in charge of the movies,
was desirous of mving evasuee guidance in proceeding
with his program. He believed that since fear of the
outside was the main reason for the genersl reluctance
to relocate, movies of conditions on the Qutside wo uld
serve to counteract this fear. At a meeting with eva-
cueces lesders of the Kecreat ion Deper tment, he said!

The primary barrier to relocation is fear,
fear of the unknown. People who lived in one sec~

tion of ;pe country don't know the conditions in
another.

¥ardxx Evacuee recreatién&l leaders, mostly ¥isei, had
been criticized for sponsoring the forum on condition®
on the out side, and did not want to sponsor the movie
program, The Movie Depar tment did not went to show the
£{ 1ms in the series because they were not sufficiently

entertaining, end they did not want to De criticized

by those mikexdimgxkhre who pasid to see the movies.

Scenes showing work on the out side as a means of helo-
some
ine the war effort,/leaders mgxmedx feared, would cause

resentment among residents. Some of the evacuees did




Segregat ion Report

V. Resettlement-=9

not believe that the films of scenes in the Middle West
and East would be helpful in encouraging relocation.
Consequently the relocation of ficers XmEmdxiftrmEzEEs=aXy
did not succeed in having the Recreation Department snon-
sor the movies on a ward basis{ but instead held them

in three different parts of the uomuunity.l

1, Awgxskxiiyx J.-S. Journal 8/11/43, 8/12/43 #2

The increased emphasis on relocation during the
soring and summer of 1943 attracted sore evacuees but
repulsed otk rs. Some seriously considered the possi-
bility of relocating. Many were passive, Still others
showed definite reluctance to leave the center. The

emphasis on relocation had one consequence which was

detrimemtal to the segregation program. It lent cre-

dence to the rumor that the WRA was primarily interested

in reducing the population within the centers.
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C. Considerations for Relocation

The attitudes of those who relocated from “ule
Lakea;g& ot her centers will be describéd‘in anot her
section., Here it will only be necessary to cite a
nunb er of examples to show the attitude df those who
timidly considered the possibility of relocating.

Some relocated. Others found the pull from the out -
side not strong enough to counteract the impulse to
remain,

Soon after the registration crisis had subsided
there were signs thzi?ﬁesidents Wad changed their

they made dwr ing the crisis
opinion with regard to strong statements/about not
wanting to leave the center or not caring whether they
lost their property. Some of the residents noticed
thet ot hers were considering the possibility of rela-
cating, and made comments which showed that they f oo
were moved somewhat to consider the advant ages of
working on the outsidé., Mrs. ishizuka, a/maxricedx

woman '

¥aErg Libei/married to an Issei, commented without
ktx% showing bitterness on those comtemplat ing relo~
cat ion.

They think it is better to go and mke some
money rather then staying in a place lik this, if
by farming 15 acres they can be deferred from the
draft.

She was evidently referring,km amng others, to the
Nishidaes, who lived in the same block, who were con-
templating relocation. The family had'two sons of

auz

draftable age, one of whom was a;asa&#giévcollege.

1. J. 8. Joumal 3/16/43 #1




Segregation Report
V. Resettlement-~11

George Kakiuchi had exverienced extreme emotional

strain during the registration crisis., He lived in

Block 51, where he had friends from Placer County, where
his family had a frqit farm. He was torn hxktwem by an
attempt to cling to a number of conflicting loyalties.
His parents were fearful that if he answered "Yes" to
Cuestion 28 he would be drafted into the Army and he
wuld be lost to t hem forever. Many of his friends in
the heat of the crisis/ ek réfused to regis ter, and
gome of them were picked up and sent to a separate iso-
lation camp. Within himself he had been torn between
the urge to protest against the injustice of the regis-
tration program and a desire to retain his status as

a loyal citizen. During the height of the crisis he
and his family decided that the only solution was to
abandon their hopes of rettirning to their farm and to
be prepared to return to Japmn. George was prepared
ot to register and was ready to be sent to jail, possi=-
bly for 20 years. His parents, fearful of the conse-
auences of imprisonment, versuaded him to register.
George registered "No, no" against his will to satis-
fy his parents. After the crisis was over the saki=-
uchis decided that they héd been in error, and George
ErswErEd changed his answer to "¥es,yes" and applied

N @i g
for & leave clearanceiq\Georgeyd631red to leave the

avplication for leave clearance, When segregation rlled

around, his leave clearance had not arrived on them pro-
jeet. In spite of the fact that sh® desired to have
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Geor ge Rkmikskxkk go on with his college education, she
éxpressed the fear that it wuld be dsngerous to allow
him to leave the center alone. She was also still afraiad
that if he left the center his chances for being drafted-
later on would be greater. To the “akiuchi family relo=~
cat ion involved both college education and the draft,

one of which they desired and the other they dreaded.
Nothing was done about George's education even after

they were transferred to kkx Minidoka.l

l, See Frank's registration report. Also J.S.
Jowrnal 3/14/43/ #4a, J.S. Diary 7/1/43 #3

Prank Nishida end Kezumi Okamoto illustratigwfﬁe
abtitude of Kibei who were beginning to adju
in this country.: Both of theém werge” about 22
years of e, and had been in this co
five years.\\ﬁeth had attended schgdl during that period,
and were able té\gpeak English wifth some fluency, even
to the point of beinm able to/teach it later to Issei.

S
Even though they had aca ntences among Kibei as a

~
whole, they limited their ihb{@ate contacts to skwaenk

those with student ipﬁérests as themselves and associated
also with Iisei, Iﬁ this resnect F k had succeeded in
adopting Nisei Wéys to a great er degree n Lazumiz-

who learned td;ix jitterbug and attend danéésx\ Frank

was muxgxextraoverked® less Emm submissive than Agéu@i

in behavjor and he was not hindered in adopting Niséﬁ.

ways his parents, vho were in Janan.l kShaekxan

1. Check on Okamoto's family.
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Frank Nishida and Kazimi Oka moto iliustrated the
attitude of Kibei who were beginning to ad just them~
selves in this country. Both of them were about 22
years of age, had attended middle school in Japan,
and had been in this country for about five years.
On arrival both had been disappointed with Amerieca,
but grseduslly became accustomed to conditions here
as they continued to attend school here. Both learned
to speak English wi th som fluency, even to the point
of being sble to teach it Xsxkex to Issei. Their asso-
ci ation with ot her Kibei was lkmited to those with stu-
dent interests as themselves, and they also had friends

' ' made progress

among Niséi. Although both had ExexEsdeg in XExxkagx
adjusting themselves in this country, Frank madé a
greater stride than d4id Xazumi. Frank had learned to

to dress smartly, to make acouaintance with girls, and
jitterbug,.smt to attend dances. XEgzumt¥ He was less

submissive than Kazumi in behavior and was not hindered

in sdopting Nisei ways by his pprents, who were in

Jaean.l

1., Vheck to see if Okamoto's family were in Yule
Lake,

In spite of this partial adjustmént in this country

they did not give up the idea that their real hope for
success was in Japan, rather than here. During regis-
tration both had reacted similarly to the issue. They
remained aloof fromthe activities of the Kibei bloe,
and believed that they should register. =ince the block

in vhich they lived (Okamoto lived in ¥Ward I1) was hot.
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strongly opposed to xEgkskxstkem registering, they did

so. Both answered "no,no," giving as their reason for
doing so their intention of_returning eventually to Jspan.
Also, they did not want taséinanything which was szainst
the Emperor. In regard to their future in Japan, how-
ever, they were not so optimistiec, THey knew that Jjobs
were Bif ficult to obtain there, and admitted that they

did not see & good future for thensel ves even if they

did return.

1, J. S. Journal 3/5/43 #7

Following the gregistration crisis Frank parted company
with many of his Kibei friends. Some of the latter ad-
mitted that they had made a mistake by not registering
or answering "no,no," but believed that they could not

chan ge th eir stand, once they had taken it.g

¢. Conversation with.Hattie)?Sakoda

Frank decided that B for his own sake it was best to
k*o& '“CL \u\\\\wo&r«€<% o 8orve \S;. ZWe we L dﬁvai‘a &,__)

leave camp To Work or to attend school, (He expressed

the opinion thet Kibei should relocate and obtain some
training or education., He said:

I want to go out ddrectly from here if I can.
It's best to get an education or some training,
rather than to stay in here. Most of my Kibej
friends, however, are staying here. ‘They don t
see things as I do. 7

Frank changed his answer to <uestion 28 from "no" to

1

"yes," and applied for leave clearance, Because he

could not leave camp without a leave clearance hesring
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he left Tule Lake for anot her center and relocated from

there., His friend, dazami, remained in Tule La}{e%ﬁm

1. J. S. Journal 8/7/43 #2, 8/9/43 #1

Tadashi Ikemoto's dominant characteristic was his
submiss iveness to thex®y ways of his mrents, snd showed
this in his changing attitude toward resettlement. He

was about 23 years of age, and the only son in the f‘amily.l

1, Check. Acute need for ¥orm 26 for case histori es.

He was brought up in the Delta Region near Sacramento,

and later moved to Sacramentox where his parents operated

a rooming'house.? (Check) He was & serious student, and

at thekkm time of evacuation was attecnding the Univer-

gity of Califernia, He had never been in Japan, but

he was often misteken by his associates as a Kibei. He

Spoke Japanese well, oarticipated in mxzk Japanese ora-

topvical contests, snonsored by the Buddhists, competing

favorably with

Egakxsk KLibei, He spoke English, on the other hand, with
decided

aEk xkighk accent, which was common anong trose brought

up in Japanese communities & in the Delta Region., His

conservative mature was evident in his refraining from

deting

smoking, from gxxmeistirgxwitk girls, from dencing, all

in conformity to the wishes of his psremts. He had come

to believe that Nisel had no future here in America, and

that for those vwho prepared themselves s glorious career,

unhampered by race ore judice await ed them in ¥ the Orient.

Thie idea was one vhich was fostered by his parents, as
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well as other Issei. In line with this idea, he took
cour ses in @riembaixksmgusgrxi Japanese at the Univerdity
of California and continued to take lessons in Japane se

older
from an/educated Kibei in the center named Byron Akitsuki.l

f

1. No evidence is availasble as to whether his deter-
minastion to return to Janan was increased by the fact
of evacuation and residence in a center.

Tsd mEkxByraxr made Byron's acquaintance at the Reeords
a bilingual
Office, where they both worked as/interviewers. Byron

encouraged the belief tmt ¥isex a lisei's chance for

(o]
success was greater in dmmar the Orie nt &k,

2. This is only inferred from Byron*s general beha=-
vior and background. See for description of
Byron Akitsuki.

At the time of registration, Tad, who lived in Vard
11, registered, but answered "no,nof" to Questions 2%
and 28. At this point he took a d ivergent stand from
that of the majority of the Nisei in the ward. Tad
argued that it did not matter whether he answered nega-
tively to Questions 27 and 28 since he int ended to seek

his future in #=mx the Orient, anyway. Severasr ofNis"

Zriends, who-Tivedin—dapan for € n&mberfﬂf/§€g;;;

poTﬁ%e&w&ﬁ%—%evhig;gggiud His va rents in addition had
been concemed of his possibility of being drafted if
he Bnswered affirmatively when he registered. Following
the registration crisis, however, he sheepishly admit ted

to his friends that he had reqguested a charge of answer.
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One reason for this change of stand was the possibility
of krachimg obtain a teaching job at the University
of Michigan as a 9Japancse langusge imstructor. Here was
an offer of employment from the outside,x whichg seemed
attractive
skroxg enough to lead him out of the cemter. Several
vweeks later he reported that he could not teach Japa-
nese because his parent s were opposed to his wrking for
the Army, He also said that his perents were a gainst
his relocating because of the possibility of being drafted.
Several of his friends (Sakodes) were exasnerated w th
his submissiveness. One of them advised-him:
The only important consideration here is
your own welfare. If you stgy in here you're going
to rot. You also stand the chance of being drafted,
unless you go out to do ferm work. If you go out to
work you will be less likely to be drafted, and :
also you will lave a chance to learn something. If
you go out on your awn conviction and even asgainst
the wishes of youwr parents, they are going to feel

satisfied. You've gt to mke up your own mind
on the mtter.)1

1. J. 8, Journal 4/13/43 #1

Ted , however, was not favorably impressed with this

ad¥¥ce to revdlt against parental aut hority. He said

that he might do farm work in order to leave the center,

but he could not teach Japanese in an army program.
When the segregation program rolled arasund, Tad wes
8till desirous of leaving the center, but was persuaded

=

by his pearents to remain,

2. Ibid. 3/17/43 #3, 4/2/43 #1

Attraction outside of the cermter had not been s trong
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‘ enough to overcome resistance to relocation.
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D. Inertis

For some of the residents the desire to reloeate
did not mnifest itself simply because of their satis-
facti on with their existence in the cen ter. They saw
little reason for leaving the cent er‘, when they could
satisfy most of their needs wi thout doing so. For many
life in the center was meant to be only for the dura-
tion, and they were sxkisfied content to wait in the
center for the war to end. This phenomenon was most
not iceable among the older people, wWxEx who did not
want to mmmxnnt}:gkahxxm move, unless necessary.
It was also noticeable among some of the younger people,
wﬁo found life in the cermt er not too unattractive.

While living cmditions within the center were
inferior to that which evacuees could find on the out~
side, most of them soon kemamx® becamé accustomed to
the inconveniences., The food served in the messhall,
for instance, was mztxmiwxys often untasty, but most

evacuees complained about it in a somewhat mechanical

manner., Thesummers—at TuteToke—were hot—esvecia by

T oter—t-tt i+ttt A draftee who visited
Tule Lake in May, 1943 said that he looked forward to

meeting girls and 8lso declared that the food served

’ in the messhall was better than that served in the Army.

The only reason a soldier cores back to a
relocation center is to looR for a girl, he said.
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He remarked that the food here was better than the

food they ate in the Army camp., He said, "I 1
don't see why you people went to leave this place."

1. J. S. Journal 5/13/43 #1

In a psychology class, attended mostly by Nisei in

their early twenties, all of the 18 students declared

that they did not feel bitter about having to live in
the cermter., One student pointed out the fact that
there were many new exneriences thet he could still

get by staying in the center.g

2. Ibia. 5/2/43 #1

This satisfaction with the daily wutine of camp
on the part of
life xidsmgeRxitzg¥fxim some of the residents evidenced
itself in reluctance to ¢ nsider relocation. In the
psychology class alresdy mentioned in May only two of
the 18 students signified that they desired to relocate.
One of the students, a girl 19 years of age, had con-
sidered relocation, but was not particularly anxious
to leave, Aside from the fact that her narents were
opposed to considering such a nossibility at all, she
hergelf had written in her journal two months earlier:
My oarents still won't let me go out, hut

I'm not in too much of & hurry. 1 am very parti-

cular and opportunities seem quite scarce. <hey

types of employment I could accept are journalistie,

secretarial, social, orattending college with

some kind of a part-time job. So far I have not

gone outlof my way to find employment or enter
college.

1. Kiko Tomita Day by Day 2/1/43
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When the Student Relocation Council suggested that Bhe
attend in Ohio or Iowa, Bhe preferred to keep the matter
guiet, rather than to reveal it to her parents and to
have them protest against her consideration of leaving

the pro jeet alone.l

1. ibid. 2/18/43

If registration had not ended up in enmity on the
part of the majority of the residents toward those who
initially supported registestion,the number of versons

who remsined in the center kEEamzxexef through énertis

would have been greater. Many of the Nisei were holding

jobs with supervisory titles, =mx& which in many cases
actually gave them the tyne of experience for which they
had been trained. Mam Some of them had felt that they
were cantributing to the best welfare of the community.
The manner in which they felt betrayed by the residents
simply because they had upheld registration will be
described more fully in another section. It was the
crisis which had given them the impulse to relocate.
For those who were not placed in such a wrediciment,

€ss

the attraction of cent er life continued to meske/the

likelihood of xkek rel ocaetion.kgs=x
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E. Pear of the Outside

On the part of many residents reluctance to relo-

cate was accompanied by a fear of leaving the compara=-
this

tive security of the center., In general ixese fearx
was was
WEXE greatly exaggerated, but wEx® nonetheless strongly
expressed. This was especially true of the older aslien
group, for whom their old age, their cultural barrier,

their previous experience with thé Caucasian group by

and large served th make them fearful of the outside.

A variety of reasons were often given by those reluc-
tant to relocate to show that stevping out of the center
these reasms
was unwise, and ¥kxy reinforced each other to give the
impression that relocation was a risky venture, 'Of
these reasons economic insecurity, the possibility of
violence, the possibility of discrimination, and social
insecurity were most often mentioned. W“he argument was
that not only did the freedom of leaving the center have
very little to offer to evacuees, it was fraught with
denger. In the light of this ominous concep tion of the
world outside of the center it was easy for residents to
believe tlmt the WRA was attempting to shirk their dura-~
tion responsibility of providing for them within the cen-
ter until the end of hostilitiesx.

Economic Insecurity Many of the resid ents considered

it pgrossly unwise to leave the comparative security of
the center for an uncertsin 1life on the outside. While

the pogssibility of earning enough to lay aside a savings
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was acknowledged by some, mkkexw those with family res-

ponsibilities were likely to consider the difficulty of

-

supporting a family on the outside. Even those with only

one or two children bel ieved that they could not get along
on less than $200 a month, and those with greater family
responsibilities were inclined to believe thaet they
could not afford to leave the center. What advantage
was gained by higher winges and ease of obtaining a job,
it was widely believed, was offset by increased xes and
living costs. The following conversation and
Mggui, Issei residents in Block 25, reflected the atti-
tude of those who omnsidered thexamksire it unprofitable
for those with families to leave the ceater. Xaya, who
had no children and had previously been axmaxk working
in a Cancasian home with his wife, agreed with Masui thst
those whth families cam1ld not afford to venture out.
Masui: "It looks as though we have to move."
Kaya: "It's going to be freer in other cen-
ters. If you stay here you aren't going to be
allowed to go out. In other cemters you will be
allowed to go to work withomby any permit and come
back again,"

Magui: "But they sre g ing to deduct the main-
tenance for your family when you come back.,"

Kgya: "Sure, so that you won't have any-
thing left even if you do g out. There's no
advantage in going out because it's so hard to
make & living. If you do domestic work, as we
can, you can save a little, but if you have to
support a wife or family on the outside now you
wn't have a cent left. I know a couple who just
barely get along on $200., The best thing to do
is to go whe rever they tell you to go and eat what
they feed you. It can't be much worse than it is
here, They feed you rice and fish, at least, and
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provide a bath for you."

Masui: "They say that becanse people find it
hard to get along on the out side all the girls are
becoming prostitut es. The Rocky Nippo warned the
parents t0 be careful about their girls....But
it's not good if you ecan't have freedom."

Kaya: "Freedom is a matter of heart. There's
no barrier if you ipn't think about them, After
all, this is war."

1, J. 8. Joumal 7/24/43 #2

Fear of Violence Closely connected with the fear

of economic insecurity was that of physical violence at
the hand of people on the ou$side who were out to take
revenge on any Japanese they saw. The number of actual
incidents of violence had.been exceédingly small, snd
in proportion the fear?gmggg some of the older people
within the project was large. On the whole evacuees
were self-conscious of their skin-color in the oresence
of the majority group. ‘the fact that a war was in pro-
gress?n%hat they had been rudely uprooted from their
homes onithe Coast and placed under militery guard
served to make them susceptible to stortes of violence
and possibility of it for those.who ventured out. Even

Kaya, vwho worked in a Caucasian home for many yeears,

expressed the opinion that in adiition to economig

insecurity violence awaited those who planned to relo=-

cate,

Mr. Kaya insists that it's dangerous to go
outside. "He sgys, "When you re walking armind a
rock is going to come flying-at you." He also
points out that it is difficult to make both ends
meet, and that it is foolish to lave to suf fer
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such hardihip when one could Jjust as well stay in
a center.

1, Ibid. 7/27/43 #5

Fear of Discriminstion While the fear of violence

was most sftxmg¥ky evident asmong the old er people, the
fear of racial discrimination was more general, Very
few residents, it could be said, were totally unpre-
pared mentally for some discriminstion on the outsije.
If they had not met with discrimination before evacua-
circumstances

tion, the Raxzkw of evacuation strongly pointed to dis-
crimination on a mass scale. Why was it that the Germns
and Italians--at least the aliens--were not interned,
while even citizens of Japanese ancestry were corralXed
into relocation centers. The isolation within the cen-
ter itself was likely to produce at 2east & sense of
curiosity when evacuees ventured on the outside. They
were likely to be on the lookout both for m=m= kind and
inconsid erate treatment as they Xxfk made their way
on the outside. ¥ithimxfrexrenKEXfRYEXyURE XXBEKEEX
exzeptxfaxraxnunkexrxxfxex In some evacuees the fear
of di seriminstion was a definite barrier to relocation,
In fact, it was one of the most quoted arguments against
cherishing America as a permament place to call one's
home,

The comnents of a somewhat Americenized Nisei girl
on hearing of a tense situat ion in Dayton, VWashington,

was indicative of am general attitude mf toward the

poseibility of discrimination sgainst persons of Japanese
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ancestry. ©She had said: "It doesn't matter where
Jap anese go, they'll always get kicked around."

The circumstances of the situstion was not uncommon
during that period.

George Xurose has written to his family that
because of hostile feeling toward the Japanese
in Dgyton, VWashington, he is leaving for Spoksne,
vhere he has an aunt. He was working in the
fields for the summer until school began in the
fall with other Japanese. Yhe town has been al-
ternately opened and closed to Japanese and HMexi-
cans in the past, and was opened to them until
recently. OSince the retum of soldiers from Attu,
however, the felling against Japanese has been
high., Feeling that some incident might oceur
and because they could no longer stand the sditua~
tion, three Japanese students left for Spokani
because they were not working under contmact.

1. Ibda, 7/87/43 #11

irs, Akahoshi, whose hus band had opersted & cleaner
in Oakland, was thinking of relocating. She did not
think in terms of returning to Japan, but m&kiwks sdvised
Sakoda, who had received considerable education both in

Japan and in America, to seek his fortune in Japan rather

than in Jepan. wvakoda expressed the belief that khmse

whgxwexg for Nisei who could not get more than a middle-

school training in Japan it was better to remain in this
& A Y p: s 1

country. Urs. Akahoshi s answer was:

-~

Thet's right. But the only trouwble with this
country is that you'll always be called a "Jap."

While circumstances demanded that she coneider the nossi~
bility of relocation seriously, experience with race

pre judice lé%d her to believe that there were greener
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in the Orient
pastures for those cualified/where RksmximimxtivRxTEEX

3 6
Extxextstxx presumably they would not meet racial dis-
crimination.

1, Ibid. 8/4/43 #4

The predicament of the Kaya couple indicated the
relationship of their attitude toward Ceam casians, the
matter of segregation and of resettlement., Mr. Kaya
was an Issei, about 50 years of age. Mrs. Kaya was
a citizen, but brought up in Japan, and about ten years

as domestics
younger than her husband. Both had worked/for a long

: of the Browns,
time in sExsBwxxsixE home ,A¥xdmxerkiasx Erkmx in
Wel nut Grove, California prior to kevacuation. Both
had little direct contact with the Japanese community
in the vicinity. Ur. Kaya was a believer in Seicho-no-
Japanese

¥ye le kmpk had/associates with the same belief, Both
had no children, and their ambition evidently was to
save enough money by both working so as to be able to
retire/gmk comfortably. When evacuation tore them
away from this pattern of living, they had not yet
attained their goal of a comfortable savings. The
Browns had been very sympathetic, and had promised
them that they could return to their former jobs after
the war was over, 'They wrote and sent gifts occasionally,
and remai ned the Xayas' last link with the outside world.

At the time of registration Mr, saya remained

fairly calm., He favored registration, but did not

oppose the dominamit sentiment in the block toward

refusal to register. After the Block 42 incident,
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he ééééed the change in sentiment of many residents to
one of fear of the consequences of refusal to regis-

ter and suzwerdrdxim successfully appealed to the

block residents to register. He himself registered,

and as an alien answered "yes" to Question 28, He
advised his wife to answer "no, no," on the ground that
she should be on the same side with him, an alien. Mrs,
Laya was never able to ex»lain why she had answered in
the negative excent to say: "Well, my husband he tom
(told) me tsu (to) ansa (answer) 'no.' I do as he say,"

She did not know whether her husband had answered."yes"

or not.l

1. Rfxix Ipid. AR 7/14/43 #1

Following registration the vossibility of relocating
to do domestic work entered thelr minds, The Browns had
written to sdtise that for their own good they should
stay in the center until the war was over. They thenm-
selves camek to the conclusion that it was foolish to
léave the securi ty of the center during the war. However,

with the announcement of segregation, they had to deter-

mind their future course of action, Because lrs., Kaya

had eanswered in the neégstive, she could change her mixd
answer and accompany her husband to anot her center, or
her husband could stay with her in Tule Lske. They

did not want to return to Japan immediately because they
did not have enough saved up. On the other hand, they
%

fecred that if they proceed/to enot her center they would
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be forced to relocate. f all the people on the outside
werelike the Browns, they said, relocation would not
necessarily be unwise., However, lr. “aya was an alien,
Tiex and they believed that people on the outside might
mistre&it him on the streets. On the other hand, if:
they stayed in Tule Lake they would not be able to go
out to work. Also, if they were classified as disloyal
to the United States even people like the Browns might
not txgak welcome them back cordially.l
1. Ibid. 8/4/43 #5
It was during this period of tension that Mrs.
Kaya exoressed an ambivalent attitude toward Caucasiasns.
On one occasion she EXErEsSs compared her association with
Caucasians am& on the outside and Japanese within the
center and spoke favorably of the former:
HYakmjin are easier to get along with because
they say what they want to and don't hold resent-
ment for a long time as do the Japanese. When I
first camé over from Japan, I was told that among
Hakujins I should be free and not too reserved.
Now I find that I'm too blunt at times for Japs-
nese. L don't miss association with Japanese so

much because I've never_had very much of it since
coming to this country.

1. Ibia. W/21/43 ¥

While she was still uncertsin as to wheth er she was

going to stay or leave, she spoke indignantly of the

difficulty of getting along with Caucasians. sakoda,

who discussed kRexmxxspEEf®x her problem of making
a8 decision with her, recorded:

Kaya: “Mt doesn't matter in what sort of camp
you are; you'll be housed and fed in the s ame way.
I don't care where I'm sent, as long as they take

care of me."
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Sakoda: "Well, for oné thing, you won't be
allowed to go out to work."

Kaya: (Becoming slightly heated) "Who wants
to go out to work, You lave to be watching out
all the time because yo, re a Japanese., And it's
hard to get along on the outside from reports
that I lave heard."”

Sekoda: "I know, for some families it's
hard to make a living. But for a couple like you
who work in a home, you can't help but save money."

Kaya: "It's really not the work I mind so
much, as the mental anguish you have to go through.
You are constantly under a strain abmt vhat you
say and, and it's going to be awful right now during
wartime, I've worked hard up till now, snd it's
easier steying in a camp.”

Sakodes "I'm afraid that you have become lazy,"

Keya: "I tell you it's not laziness. MUy
husband tells me that I don't have to work un-
less I feel like it. He knows thet I've worked
hard until now, and that if we g0 out I'1l have to
work hard sgain. Meybe, you don't know, but it's
a very great strain trying to get alorg w1th a
Haknjin. I remenber vhen I still didn't know much
English and had only sterted to work for the
Browns, They wanted me to go to their summer house
in Lake Tghoe. I didn't want to 80, but I had to
go along, I had to do-a lot of work, taxing care
of the children, lighting the wood stove, getting
breakfast, takmg care of parties till late at night.
I didn't get to sleep till about 11:30 every night,
Then I asked for more roast beef to mmke snotler
sandwich, and drs. Brown excla imed, "Gosh,"

I didn't know English then, but I new what she
meant, I felt so bad that I wanted to go home,...

I finally insisted on going home when Mr¥x
Brown went back to Walnut Grove to keep an
engagement,..They treated melmlch nicer after that,
but I still remember it all.

1. ibid., 7/14/45 #1

After lrs, £faya had her segregation hearing she was

' and her husband Were pihced dn the removal list, snd

gent to Topaz. There they awaited the end of the war,
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Social Insecurity Another fear hinder ing reloca-

tion was what might be called social insecurity. Jepa-
nese, for the large part, had lived in clusters of families
forming communities all along the Coast. Iiany of them
'had hsd xexx little contact with Caucasians. #xmex This

was especiaslly true of the older women, many of vhom hed

had 1ittle occasion to meet many persons not of their

own race. Relocation at this time meant leaving the

camp for places out side of the ExmkermxPefErxgxURNNERE
coastal restricted area, where their former homes kaixkeEEnr
were. The Middle West and the East were unknown locali-
ties to most evacuees, and places where they could not

count on a Japanese community.l

1. 1bia. B/17/4% #i

While som of the younger peovle agreed with the WRA
that disperssl of the Jepanese throughout the nation
would speed assimilation, the older people generally
did not approve of the idea of scaptering. Noboru
Shirai verbalized the objection =f to the dispersal
policy in the following msnner:

Dispersal is not & good policy. 4“he only

protection of a minority group is isolstion. 1It's

done by othe racial groups in America, and tEere‘s
no reason for picking on the J=panese alone.

2. Ivid. 7/22/43 #9

This wes added reason for believing that relocation was

unwise.
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F., Desire for Security

That sogie residents were willing to EEXsoc=tE
xf work for their own living if it were not for the
insecurity on the out side could be gst hered by a
nuntber of pkans ideas kent alive among evacuees,
There was a general belief among them, for instance,
that taking an indefinite leave meant not being able
to returm to the center. To overcome the handicsp
of uncertainty which this type of leave entailed,
xomg meny residents believed that it was much wisef
to leave the pro ject only on seasonal work. By so
do ing they would be assured of being able to return
to the cemter, and thus not lose the security of the
center., As an Issei explained:

I want to go out, but I think I'11 go out to
do s easonal work. I can earn some money and come
back to the cemter acain, 1'd be in a fix if

I went sut and things didn't go right, gnd I
wasn't allowed to come back here again,

1. ¥xxxdxraxex Ibid. 7/30/43 #2 , ir., Kurose.

Another plean which some evacuees favored was that

of having some sort of factory set up within or near.
the pro jeet where evacuees would be able to wark for
prevailing wages. In a few of the centers camouflage
net pro jects had been started, ensbling evacuees to
work for outside wages while living in the center.
The creation of a tent factory was proposed in rule

IR
Lake, but it was shelved with(increased emphssis on

relocation, iy, Ishizuka, an Issei, voiced the sentiment
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of those who desired to wrk =kexx for outside wages
while living in the center:
They ought to let us have a factory to wark in

on the outside of the center and pay us regular 1
wages, Then everyone world work hard willingly.

1. 1pid. 7/29/43 78

Another manner in which evacuces att enpted to attain
security in relocation was t0o have the assurance that
they would be able to retmrn to the center when they
desired to do so. The WRA asnnounced that its policy was
to allow those who were unable to edjust themselves on

be readmitted
the out side to xzxtmxx to the cemter. Such a gumeded
announcement only lemd residents to suspect that VWRA
really did not intend to allow msny evacue es to return
t0 the center once it succeeded in dispatdhing them into
the outside world.,

Still another compleint registered by evacuees
was that the assistance gixem offered to evacuees relo-
cating was much too little with which to face the uncer-
tainties on the outside. T<he assistance consisted of
a maximum of $100 plus traveling expenses for each
fanily, and most evacuees agreed that this was not
sufficient to start life sgein in & strange city.

While it was difficult to conceive of an assistance
grant which wuld afford security to any relocating
family, the demend for a larger amount then was ¥ekmx

allowed indicated & sense of insecurity in the face

of noseible relocation,




Segreghtion Report
V. Resettlemen t--34

G. Fear of Forced Relocation

In the reaction to the educational program pre-
ceding msegregation it was shown that meny of the resi-
dents interpreted Ikxzxsxtkrxfimetxstx it as the first
step to force these designated as "loyal" out of the
centers. This fear of forced rel ocation and the con-
sequent loss of what security residents now possessed
was not a xkemzmemsm newly born pkénomenon. The fre-

guent rumors even early in the history of the pro ject

to the effect that people in Tule Lake were to be moved

to another place was indicative of the deeply-rooted
nature of this shkiitwde fear. The increased emphasis
on relocation on the part of the WRA early in 1943
brought to a sharger focus the matmrexef manner in
which evacuees were to be sent out of the centers with
meager asgistance. The registration crisis, invélving
the compulsory registration on leave clearance forums,
gave increased credence to the belief that the WRA
was preparing to teke stens to deprive xixixxxx'resi~
dents of the security of the cemter. This fear of
forced relocation became most evident during the segfe-
gation prgram at Tule Lake??rgxa:mles of this fnter-
pretetion of the segregation program will be provided
later. Two examples will be cited here to illustrate
the meanner inx whiech this interpretation was employed/
Following the registration ctisis, residents

speculated over the possibility of a segregation pro-

gram., Some of those who had registered in the a ffir-
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mative believed that segregation would take place, and

that these who were designsted as "disloyal"” would be

placed in isolation camps/ and not be sllowed to relo-
Some of

cate. /fhose who failed to register in the af firmat ive

als believed that segregation would take place, but

gave a different interpretation. They pelieved that

those who registered in tke affirmstive and therefore

were classified as "loyal" would be forced to leave

the security of the center. In other words, they be-

lieved that those who registered in the affirmative,
alieng or citizens

whether imxxm:xﬁxscxx, were going to I® get the wrse

of the bargain. Mr. Knrose, Issei who answered in the

affirmative, found this interpfetation among 8 small

group of fellow farm workers guite distasteful., H=

#idxmett Lately, the farmers have been working in the
field. Surprisingly enough, Mr., durose says that
most of the men work rather steadily. Of course,
they taketime off now and then to rest. There
are a group of workers, perhaps, 10 or so, who
don't do any work at all. This constitutes the
extreme in the "resistant" group. All they do is
to sit around and talk sbout war and politics.
The#r contention is tlmt all those Niseis who
registered and answered "yes" to fuestion £8 and
Isseis who answered "yes" to Cuestion 28 would be
forced to leave camp. Those who did not regis-
ter or who answered "no” to. Question 26 would be
gathered together in one camp. They have a tendency
to refer to those who reolatered as having declared
their loyalty to the U.S Hr. Kurose objects to
this interpretat ion, Mnxxﬁxmmm it does not
£it with the facts: Evidectly, he has been dragged
into the camversation even thouch he doesn't like
to talk sbout such matters, and he has found it
necessary to uphold his viewpoint, that he did
not declare his loyalty to the U.S., blit only said
that he would be a lmw-abiding verson.

1. J. S. Journal 5/28/43 #2
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In Block £5 Tonabe had been one of the leaders of
the opposition to registration. When the Dblock decided
to register, however, he and hés wife did so,too. He
geeicke® and his wife were placed on the removal list, and
he decided not to attempt to remain in Tule Lgke. When
sp eaking with others, however, he sxmke used the arguments
of those who were determined to remain in Tule Lake.

Since
Berawzg leaving Tule Lake meant a change of stand for

Tanabe, it was evident thet he was placed on the defen-

sive when spesking to former associates. He was heard
declaring:

We're going out. You can't help it because
they won't let you change your answer fran "yes"
to "no." The purpose is to get people out of
the centers; that's why they wn't let you change
your answer from "yes" to "no," although you can
change it from "no" to "yes" readily. Some Niseis
were attacked by Filipinos in Chicago, but the
Government doesn't care if the Japamse die, as
long as they get them out. In fact, they probably
want the Jams nese ti die becawse they can't very
-well kill them off.

1. Ibid, 7/28/43 #2

It was seen that in the educational nrogram the
WRA was unable to count eract the belief that segrega-
tion would eventually lead to forced relocation. The
unsatisfactory mamner in which the nature and purpose
of the serregation pro gram was explained, the slips
in translation®, the emphasis on relocating people
even during the segregation program, the jnability to

assure residents that relocation would not be made

CompulSOry._g11 contributed sto the belief that those
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who left Tule Lake would be faced with forced relocation.
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H. Pear of the Draft

Another imvortant reason for reluctance to relo-
cate was the possibility of citizns being drafted if
they did Bo. Whether selective service wo uld be made
applicable to Nisei was still a matter for con jecture,
Many residents were inclined to believe the announce=-
ment of the War Department that those who did not volun-
teer but were comsidered ¥m "loyal" would be inducted
in daoe time. This selective service did not become
e reality until Januvary, 1944, and ell during I¥4¥x the
summer end fall of 1943 it was a subject over which
some residents srgued without arriving at any definite
conclusion. It was also open to guestion whether those
who remained in & center or stayed in Tule Lake would
be spared from being drafted on the ground that they
were in a concentration center. Uncertain as these
possibilities were, many residents nonetheless assumed
that by not relocating or not leaving Tule Lake citizens
conld avoid being drafted. In meny femili es this issue
was considered important enough to overshadow such con-
siderat ions as being classified "loyal" or "disloyal,"
their future status in the lUnited States, the right to
relocate. Many of the residents were inclined to be-
lieve thet being drafted meant almost certain death.
This was especially true of the older people, who had

been taught to believe that soldiers leavine for a

-'{ 1 X 'T(‘(
bat tlefidkd shounld not expect to deme—beck al ive. Tt

was al so enhanced by the fear that Japanese troops

e
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was almost certein to be discriminated esga inst and even
gacrificed at the front, The fact that farmers and farm
workers were being given occupati onal deferment was not
widely known in iule Lake, and in sane guarters this

'was being refuted.t

1. Ibia. 9/21/43 #9

In the face of this possibility of citisens being
drafted forx the Arnmy in the future, residents hxdxkum
took different stands. Some declared willingness to
stand the chance of themgelves or their sons' being
drafted, rather than to remain in Tule Lake or in
the center. Still others believed that it was wiser
to play safe and to remain in a center.mrxinmxEmiexkakex
During the height of the registration crisis many resi-
dents had refused to register or had taken out repatria-
tion papers. ©Some had registered and later had cammcelled
their spnlication for repatristion only after being =

told that those who fxkkedxkoxrrgixkerxaxffimmaxx regis-

tered "no,noYf would not be drafted. H&hose who desired

to secure themselves agsinst the possibility of later
being drafted found it necessary to retain their "disloyal"
gtatus and to remain in Tule Lake as a segregant. They
were forced to give up the possibility of relocst ing, and
were even faced with that of being deported after the

war., The latter possibility was not seriously considered
by meny of those remasi ning in the center as their deci-
gion was kbased on themore immediate con sid erations.

Several examples will be cited to show the part played
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by the fear of the draft.

Stories of discriminst ion shown Nisel already in
the armed forces served to dampen the}gnthusiasm to
Serve. | Diserimination was also geased seized as reasons
to cite for not being Ex Willing to w lunteer or even
to want to sxx be drafted. Of the stories of discri-
mination sgainst Nisei in the amed forces, one of the
more Serious ones was that which occurred at Fort Riley,
Kansas. Here several hundred Nisei kkmodkwdiomgxiideeickx
and Kibei soldiers who had been drafted pri or to evacua-
tion were in training. When President Roosevidt (or was
it ldrs, Roosevelt) visited the army camp, some of the
Nisei troops were locked in their barmcks and guarded
by of ficers. Tom Mizuno, & draftee on furlough from
Tort Riley, stated that he wanted to be loyal, but that
it was diffiéult to show enthusiasm when they were treated
so shabbily. He saw little reason why other Nisel should

3 1
voluntcer for the armed forces under the circumstances.

1, Ibid. 5/22/43 #1

A Kibei in his early twenties, working in & messhall,

aired his opinion coneernin,c;r resettlement, Héchad filed
an application for repatriation along with others boys

in the block in order to svoid having to register., Later
he registered when others in the block decided to do so
in order to avoid being punished. The fact that he did
not want his repatristion reouest to become effective

was indicated by his statement that he fought thathetually
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the repatriat ion blanks had not been sent to Washington

and still remained on the pro ject. He stated that he
thought that trhose who relocated were not going to be
allowed to return to the center and that they would stand
the chance of being drafted. He did not think that he
would be punished for the stand he took, and stated that

he did not believe that segregation would take place.l

1., Ibid. 6/30/43 #1

In contrast to the Kibei above, Ray Mizuno, & Nisgei,
found himself mxgximg using the same arguments, but ad-
mitting fhat if it had not been for the registration,
he would probsbly be out working now., Ray applied for
repatriat ion and registered "no,no" along with others
in his block, After the crisis he did a&s many other
lligsei did and cancelled his repatrist ion, He was reluc~
tant to take steps now to leave the center, which he
would have done, he said, had it not been for the
registration and subsequent changes. He was undoubtedly

concerned abamt the possibility of being drafted.z

i

Those who inteneded not to leave the center de=-
clared that those who did leave whkaxkix would FXeReRI¥
face the selective service. A lady who had decided

not to leave Tule Lake was heard saying:
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Those of you who leave are ging to have your

sons drafted. They're going to draft Niseis sqme
time between Sep tember and December this year.

1. Ibid. 8/13/43 #3

The answers to such statements were illustrated by two

Issei women, who were planning to leave Tule Lake:

Mrs. Zurose, who had a son in college, said:

Of course, we don't want to lose our sons in
the Army. But when the time comes to give them
an education, we don't want them to stay in a
place like this.

Sato with older children of her own safifi:

You don't have any son of age to go to schoo
or to wrk, How can you understand our position.

Ipid.

The Sofyes were from the Delta Region near Sécra-
mento and had a son in his late twenties. While the
latter was desirous of leaving Tule Lake to work on
the outside, * his parents were against such a step.
Fear that their son wuld be drafted if they left
Tule Lake played & ma jor part in their stand against
leaving the center. They repeated & rumor that those
who answered "yes" were being xmfkedxamk recall ed
and emphatically stated their stand agaiinst going to
another center:

Nisei who were discharged from the Armmy are
being recalled if they answered "yes.," Some of
them are scheduled to leave next llonday, Every-
body's got to answer "no." We an't afford to
to otherscenters and on top of that have Nisei

drafted.

3. 1bid. 8/13/43 #3
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I. Desire for Reward

The denger of the outside was often exaggerated
all out of proportion to the facts, gg; compared to it
the belief that remsining in Tule Lake would be rewarded
by the payment of indemnities bordered on the fantastic.
To believe such a possibility and be willing to gamble
one's future status m in the country on it it was neces-

sary to believe first of all that Japan was going to

emerge X overwhelmingly victorious from the war in the

Pacific. it The attack on Midway had ended in withdrawal,
l}

but Jaman still held forces on Attu./.In the summer of
1943 it was still possible km for many residents to have
implicit faith that the war would end soon in Japan's
favor. buch & belief wes reinforced by the shortwave
news from Tokyo, which some residents managed to hear
at frequent intervals, It was slso aided by a flight
into fantasy, which made some residents bel ieve that
evacﬁation, discri minstion, kraxeksx deprivation and
all other #&xfkk personal difficulties would be solved
in one clean sweep ky thmwugh Japan's victory. Such
individuals believed that in the event Japan won the
war, they could count on substantial paymenmt s for the
suffering they underwent #uxikxmgx at the hands of the
Americans. The frustrations that thgy had experienced
and the lack of confidence that with their own hands
they could go out and make a éatisfactoxy ad justment

corntributed to the see king of xxtizf possible relief
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in anot her cusrter where personal effort would not be

reguired. It was common observation that it was those

who had been relative failures before and who were

without confidence of making & satisfactory ad justment

on the outside who tended to believe in the possibility

of a rewsrd. The sum most commonly mentioned as repre-
-

senti ng this reward was $10,000, llore sensible resi-

dents, however, scoffed at the idea that & rerson would

be rewarded just for remsbning in Tule Laske, and con-

secuently people refrained from mentioning their hope
for. it 1n publile.

| Kighiymms was in his forties, and was unmarried
until shortly before evacuation. e had put off mar-
riege in the bel ief that he should spenli all his energy
gaving money on which he could reted retire to his home~
town, but he had never been able to achieve this goal.
He morried a XKibei girl in her twenties, but after several
years of marrigge he still showed decided traces of kim
the habits he had acouired as a bachelor. In the block
he had talked loudly against such zmrs measures as the
theater pro jeet, and was not respected particulsrly by
the rest of the block residents. During registration
theyxhxdx he and his wife had followed the rest of the
block and he ended up by answering in the affirmative
while his wife answered in the nesstive. ZKishiyama

was of the belief that it was best for evacuces to
remein in the center and not go out even X®m on seasonal
work. He expressed the belief to & neighbor that with

the end of the war negotisati ons between Jaspan and America
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would result in "something."

If I were sure that 1 was going to live here
in the U.S. and not return to Japan, then I'd @
out and start working right now. Under those cir-
cumstances, that's the best thing to do. But after
the war I expect that something's going to come out
of the negotiations between Japan and erica,
That's why I'm not going out right now. :

Ibid. 6/26/43 #1

Mr., Noda showed typical immigrant patterns of
behavior. He still retained much of kx the accent of
the Hiroshima Yrefecture. He had had little education,
and his reading was generally limited to the vernscular

newspaper, Five years ago he had visited his rural

hometown, where he had a don and a daughter., He had

another son in the Army, who was drafted when they were
living in %os Angeles prior to evacuation., He had
fled to the white zone, and from t hete had been sent

to Tule Lake., He was working as a cook's helper in
Ward V. Except for an occasional game of shogi, he
had Xxxkke few interests. He listened to a shortwave
set in th em neighborhood, and took delight in tracing
the trend of the war. His views were that of & latrine
philosonher. He believed that Japan would win the

war soon, and that it was unwise to relocate:

E'l‘he min thing is tlat the war's got to end
soon. Japan will probably attack the mainland,
but still I suppose it might take some time for
Japan to win the war, America was sure dumb in

thinking that she could beat Javan in a couple of
months....ohe used China as a sort of practice

ground for her Army. But Americamx was not smart /y,) o
enough to see that. She's losing all over the A
place. You can't believe the news you hese becauseé

all &kxexkwacng the Americans do is to tell Iies.
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One reason Ameri cans are weak is that they don 't
have any guts. Take the registration, for instance,
all the Japanese had t do was to stand firmly

vy what they thought was the right thing to do.
Ordinarily we Japanese may be quiet and obdient,
but when the ri ght time comes, we stend ow ground.
Japan won't weaken now, because look at all the
resources she has at ker command Ram,

The peopn in my block haven't registered yet,
and they aren't going todo it eitter, < ‘he only
problem now is Whethert they boys are going to be
dra fted or not.> It's better not to change the
answer and leave becaus € they might draft gew, v 28
and it's dengerous going out. Well, yes, it might
be a1l 1ight for single men to go out, but I wouldn't
advise it. DPeople with families can't g out, :
anywey I'm staying for the duwation. When the
war's over I can go ba k to Japan. Of carse, it
depends on thekind. of peage thet is ms de, but
America's losing the war.

1. ipid. 4/27/45 #2

Gonzo, an Issei, was Tormerly & =succeesful farmer
and worked on the hog farm, PIe was known to be talkative
and to believe that Japen was winning the war. When he
learned that his foreman was lesving Tule Lake for another
center, he shook and head and said: |

[Are you going to leave? Why dan't you stay.

If you leave you'll miss the Tskara-bune (treasuré

ship) from vYspan.< You ought %o stay here and manage
the hog farm>

his
éﬁmen/formemm, a Nisei, replied that he wanted tobe
\

vhere his friends were, Gonzo admonished:>

Whet's wrong with you Niseis is that you've
got your hand on both ob jectimwes, Japen and America.
If Japan wins you'd like to go to Japen, and if
Japen loges you'd like to stay in Ameri & and
make some money. Why don't you place implicit faith
in Jepan winning xxg this war, for she wWill....
After this war Javan will be a powerful nation, &
nation of tremendous opportunities.] Even my boy
is thinking about leaving for the South Pacific,
If Japan loses this war, the Jespanese people in
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the U.S., will be a miserable sight,
Gonzo believed that while American news often lied

sbout battle results, the Japs nese brosdcast never

:
did.

1. Ivia. 7/22/43 #3, 71/31/43 #4, Excerpt .from
Ge¢S. DiarTy

A young £ibei explained his future outlook.
He had attended Rsxxiwmkt the First Commerkcial School
in Hiro shima, and left it before he grsdusted. He
snoke very lit tle English, and showed little ambition
to. learn anything in the center. He worked in the mess-
hall and snent his spare time in mx woodcraft work.
He was one of the auieter Kibei in the block and dig
not cause others any trouble during the registration
crisis, He believed that tule Lake would be emptied
for the benefit of wounded Ame ri cang soldiers. He
advised againstx relocation on the ground that Japean
wuld win & victory soon:

It's something like this. %ule Leke is a good
place for wounded soldi ers, because it is dry here and
the wound heals easily. Also it is rather cool
here, too. Yherefore, when the wounded soldiers
start coming back, they are going to want to put
the soldiers in here....It is said in the news-
peper that they are going to reduce the number of
centers to two and reduce the budget to $20,000....
I don't think the people going out exacdtly feel
loyal to the U.S, when they go ot . Butfl think
it's best not to go out. <There's been broadcasts
from Japan ssying that the Jspanese people should
stay inside the center. If you go out, then Jepan
will assume that you are loyal to the U.S. and they
won't do anything for you. That's why I think
it '8k better not to go out s goylt was dumb of the
administration to a sk the Kibei-ZHsei to register.
Even if we are put in jeil, it'll only be for the
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durstion. The war can't last very long now. Americea
is g ing to be invaded soon. And when Jep an wins
they won t be alle to keep us in jail. The trouble
with thefadminisiﬁtim is thet they think £merica

is going to win.

1. Ibid. 4/18/43 #2
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Je Opportunities in the Orient

The idealization of conditions in the home country
which was left behind was a common pattern of behavior
among immigrants. This was no less true of the Japanese

- in America as it was of other immigrant growps., Even
after twenty to forty years in this. country, heowesser,
the ides tha%a bright future awaited those with the right
qualificationé(fgl?x_éj&ﬁ%}did not fade away. Iart—ef
the Japanese there were reasors why this should be exXa.g-
gerated. Most of the Yapanese had lived on the Pacifiec
Coast, where Drejudi ce against Orientals was fairly strong.
Most irrmigran‘cES“?‘%?lo'X work hard at menisl labor or small
businesses in order to support their family. Their‘ chil~

dren that they sent to high shhool and often to college

were of ten unable to find a job for vhiech théy were

gualified. The Depression had meant hard work without

the reward of savings xxx or success for their children
for which they had hoped. ZEvacuation hsd hit them just
many of them

as Xkgy were beginning to get back on their feet. Within
the confines of a barbed-wire Rkmg fence the feeling that
there was no longer any hope for success RxxxkkEx®apxmxsE
in America was intensified. The thought of resettling
in Java or Manchuria, where they would not meet with
discrimination, was a passing fancy for many residents.
For some it became 6he crux of their planning for the
future. Unhampered by the necessity of earning a living

from day to day, it was easy to believe in terms of boarding




Segregation Report

V. Resettlenent--49
an exchange shidp or of retuming to the Orient after the
war.,
The belief that a future awaited them in the Urient
varied with the lack of assimilation to conditions in
the United States. FKor this reason it was & phenomenon
found less among Nisel than among Issei and Kibei., Many
Nisel had little knowledge of the Japanese language or
of things Japaese and cors ecuently had no desiie to leave
the United States., Many lisei, however, at one time or
an other played with the idea of seeking th eir fortune
in the Urient/ where they would be unhampered by race
orejudice. Mamyx Most lssei, vhile cultursl ly not too
well assimilated in this country, had attachments to
it through thelir many yeers of residence, thmugh their
eponomic stakes, and through their children, #any of
howéver,

them,still mmimkmimgd cherished the thought %ksmk of being
able to retire to their hometown. '“he £ibei had diffi-
culty in gaining accentance among both Uaucasians and
Nisei, and most of them had not lived in t he country ¥mmgx
BX very long to build up the economic imterest that the
Isgei had done.. This was esgecially tmme of the Kibei
who was unable to acquire suffiecient anountvof American
calture to adjust himself to this country éomfortably.
Where malad justment existed, the thought of seec king
one's fortune in the Yrient was likely to exist.

| To the extent that an evacuee thought in terms of

secking his future in the Orient the likelihood of his

planning on resettlement outside of the center in this
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country diminished. Y"he possibility of obtaining an
education or of saving money fitted in with plans of
xekaxrkug seeking fortune in other parts of the globe,
This wes often caunteracted by the thought that by
lesving the center and working on the outside one would
become inacceptable in the Orient. Some spurned such
feaf, declaring that working for one's living did not
constitute an act of loyalty or di sloyalty to any coun-
try. Others, however, preferred to play safe and not
comnit themselves by leaving the center or by leaving
Tule Lake. In the light of thinking of this nature

the program of relocation of the WRA took an aspects
of a disbolical scheme to trick residents into a
disadvantageous situat ion. Resistance to relocation
~based on highly doubtful facts,,when rei nforced with
other reasons already listed, was nonetheless stubborn.
A number of examples will be given to show how the

idea of a triumph return to the Orient was woven into

plans for the future.imxixexfazexefxkRexSEXXERXX

(:Masami Hayashi, 22 years of age, was brought up

in Norwalk, California, a mural community about 20 miles
from Los' Angeles. There was a sizable Jananese community
of farmers and hog raisers in the district which supported
a Japanese Association, a Yhristian Church, a Jspane se
fchool, and instructions in Judo and flower arrangement.
Masami's father ran & little grocery store, which catered
to the Japsnese in the area by providing delivery service

of Japanese goods and staple products. Both his father
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and mother did not have more than gx:acrmar school edu-
cation in Japan, and spoke very little hngl ish, Mssami
had a younger dster, who resembled ;];?gother in being
plump and not varticularly attractive to other INisei
boys. Masami stuttered when he was small, and his
father succeeded in curing him of it to the extent that

he showed only sl ight traces of it., He grew up to be

e somewha t withdrawn lad, lanky at first, but later

developed xmkmxaxkakxt a strong physigue. His interest
which he attended every Saturday
in the Jspanese langus ge school fMas indifferent., In

Judo, however, he found greater interest, axdxhEexwax
Ixexpridex ofxthexindnxingtrxxekaxyx and was able to work
his way up to ke s san-dgn, & high rank., This and his
studies occupied most of his time. Prior to evecuation
he attended the University of California at Los Angeles,
taking courses in business administration. He differed
from some of the other Nisei in the neighborhood in that
he did not share théir social activities such as sports,
gx dating, and dancing.

Immediat ely after the bombing of Femrl Harbor the
fanily moved to Sacramento, where Masami's uncle ran
a cleangng establishment. The movement was evidently

partiall
motivated/by

'¥he fear of %k complication with the FBI,

since Masami's father had been an official of the Japa-

nese language schools, some of whom were being picked

up and interned. ¥ In Sacramento Masami was urged by
the study of

his uncle to take up/industrial chemistry to prepare

to go into this business after the war, The two families




Segregation Report

V. Resettlement--52

were evacuated to Wal erga and then sent to “ule Lake.
Here Masami took a job as & fireman, and became knowm
as one of the quieter boys in the crew. He gpent some
of his spare time taking & correspondence on industrial
chemistry and reading., He had only begun to break away
from his shyness sufficiently to take a girl out on a
date. '

nung:mt the time of regisﬁration lMasami had to contend
with his parants and with his block. His parents firmly

believed that there was a good future awaiting Nisei in

i 2
Japan, and exnounded this idea to Masami, His block Y.“’Q"'\ 3

wavered between not registering and doing sp, and snéedoix;'*"' i
us—by-_d.e&am:;hat regi stbﬁ\ng wg%-bhe—wée-e-r—emﬁ»e-e.
Vo ALY Rl

A

Hasami w
affirmetive ol Hee negativer  He had toyed with the

idea of leaving the center to attend college or to take
A relative warned him not

a job as judo instructor. #isbewshrhexdidraetxrection

to register in the affirmative because he would be

AoackexRite o dobhex eheteex vt einexdxatiedx ifxhex prnewes ed

drafted if he did. <
iﬁxﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁx He began to t hink mare in terms 2 Q
of seeking his future in the Orient., His uncle sm
TSR WNAG ( Gwed
urged—hrim—inthis rine of ing they+
v R0,

could bot start a cleaning businges. He could

handle the financial end, while Masami learned the more

technical end, Masami accepted the idea that in Americe

there would be no future for Nisei, and that in the Orient

there would be. When he registered, he answered "no, no."

1 I
. fi ey
When segregation 1 1d, Masami did not change
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his stand even though most of his Nisei friends were

leaving ke Tule Lak;l

1. Ibid. 3/8/43 #1, 3/14/43 #2

Kiyo Aiuras was past 25, an age at which girls found
increasing di fficulty in getting married. She was brought
up in a Christian home in Sacramento. A close relstive
was a minister, and Xiyo had the advantage of college edu=-
cation, JShe had associated with other Nisei freely, going
out on dates =mriExg with them. fter her graduation she
attended business college, and then found a job as a
secretary to a professor at the University of Californisa
at Davis. 5She had visi ted Japan briefly, and reported
that she enjoyed her stay there. In fact, she sometimes

said that d&he didn't mind returning there to live. At

the time of registration ske her family end relatives had

been opposed to registration. Her block had first decided
against registering, and later allowed block residents

to register if they wished. Her relatives, the Hitomis,
(gmkmtEdxtox of the Hitomi murder) were opposed to régis—
teri ng in thé affirmative, deciaring their intention bf
returning to Japan, XxyevhmdxagedwxrErksvivxcsrexfory
Kiyo registered rekmokamxtxy in the negative, saying that
there was no future in this country and that she want ed

to return to Japan. € mbitt minst the

admisdistration
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Although Kiyo was dated for a dance occasionally,
she did not have & steady boyfri end. A rowdy fellow,
several years her junior, attached himself to her, but
her family and friiends opposed it, and she herself showed
that she did not care for him, Several of the older
Nisel men had paid her some atttention in = the center,
but nothing maxgxef definite resulted. Then in the
gumner of 1943 she was suddenly courted by Oliver Noji,
an artist in his forties. After & whirlwind courtship,
they were married, =xt Brior to the segregation pro-

"here her husband was of fered a jobentirely
grem relocated to “Yhicago, Marrisge had/changed the

future outlook for Aiyo.l

1. Ibid. 3/8/43 #3

The belief that the extent to which a Ja» anese

could climb sociaglly was limited by the existence of

pre judice against them was maintained by many Issei.

Zven when they themselves did ‘not intend to pull up
whatever stakes they nossdssed in this country, it

was comnon for them to talk of their home country with
gusto., Oftentimes they were led to advise Nisei that
they had a better chance for success in Jamn than in
a country vhere prejudice against then abounded. The
Akghoshis, who ré&n a clesaner in Oskland, did not intend
to return to Japan in the near future. Their son, a
regular jitterbugger, was one of the first ones in the
block to register, and was determined not to return to

Japan where he could see no fuure for himself. 1In
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sneaking with Sakoda, & Kibei with six years of education
in Japan and ¢ollege education in this country, Urs. Aka-
hoshi advised him to seek his future on the Asiatiec
mainland, If Japan were overcrowded, the mainlend was
certainly not. ©She pointed out to him that he could
make & good liviné by becoming a customs inspector,

since he knew both languages and had previous associg-
tions with Cancesians. Sakoda himself after having
lived in Japan for six MS was inclined to bel ieve
that most Nisei would kax find diffioulty making en

ad justmént and that‘they wuld be happier in this coun-

try.l

1. Ipid. &tetesxk '3/20/43 #1

To give anot her examnle, an Issei barber from Washington,
was heard giving the following advice to a &k young fel-
low, He said that the war ¥ERXEprokekiyrnekkxstra
¥ewgxtixexx might last a long time. Mfter the war/ kmw
he predicted that there would be meny opportunities in
the Far kagt for Nisei, if they only had emnough semse

to keep fit. He advised Nisei to keep‘ out of the draft,
if possible, mxxekmExtheyxwonigtxke since their future

was in the O:If‘ien’t:.za

1bid.
2./5/8/45 #2

Watanabe was in his middle twenties. He had been

kromgkk born in America, but was brought up in Japan.

He had attended Mel ji Universi ty before coming to this
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country shortly before the out brégk of hostilities. Some
Nisei saccused him of having come to this country only
to avoi d being drafted, bat he himself did not admit
‘this. He had come Over, he explained, to take courses
in businéss adninistration, for which United States was
noted. He entered junior college, and hagd difficunlty
in keeping uon with his school work because of his défi-
cimecy in English. On the project he worked as a truck
driver,sm warden, and research wo rker for the Planning
Board. He tarely spoke in English, and read only Japa-
nese books. He took little or no imterest in girls

and in Nisei social activities such as dancing. Since
his intention had always been to return t0 Jap an

. _ after receiving an education, he apawered in the

negative at thefime of registration. He and his family

remained in Tule Lake.

1. Tbid. 4/2/43 #3

Yukio ~&saki was intent or igarning. He was sent

to Japan when he was small, and stayed there until he

fi nished eight ye-rs of grammar school. He returned to
¥kix Thornton, Csalifornie, to live with his f&thér and
brother, also a Xibei. When he attended the grammar
school at Thornton,he found only six or seven other
Japanese there, During the three years &m grammar
gschool and several years in the high school, Xukio

made consid erable progress in learning Engiish and ad -

justing himself to Cancasian schoolmst es. At home he
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got along well with his father and brother, and in turn
was well-behaviéd himself. In camp he studied skXk
diligently, showing special interest in mathematics.
Although he was 20 years of sge and a senior in hRigh
school, he showed little interest in girls. He got
along fairly well with some of the Nisei fellows in
the block with whom he participated in sports. He tried
to speak kEnglish whenever he could.

At the time of registration he answered "no,no."
His reason for sich an answer was simply that Japanes
were not being treated right. He bel ieved that after
the war there wonld be better opprortunities for him
in the Urient, assuming that Japean would win the war.
He exnressed a desire to return to Japan after the war,
¥ which was & common reaction of those who first attempted
to adjust themselves tn this country, He was willing to

study hard in order to gualify for some sort of job in

th e mechanic line. Segregation posed a dilemma for him

because if hé renained in Tule Laske he would not be
able to go out to study. He stayed in Tule Lake with

his family and many of his fri emds.
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den Yasuda was constdered to be eccentric by some
of his friends. He spent his sevemth to 13th year in
Japan, where he received tfaining at a school run by

Quakers, His parents had an 80 acre orchard in Placer

County, where they were able to make a comfortable living.

He attended grammar school and high school, and then
went on to university. He took up ban<ing and inter=-
national trede, and later changed over to the study of
Japa nese poetry, which he wrote himself, At the time of
evacuation he had not received his ® AB, and he was anxious
to work for a¥ MA. He spoke English most of the time,
with a trace of his sibei background, snd did not asso-
ciate with the majority of the Kibei. 4instead he found
companions among the more intell ectuel Nisei. He was
fond of talking, and 23.;1 found his discourse on fourth
di mension poetry difficult to follow.

Xen 's outlook on the future was tinged with eccen-
tricity.’ He seriomsly considered the possibility of
becoming a professor of 9Japanese poetry, Bmx mmx a sub-
jeet on which he showed promise of becoming an exert.
However, he scoffed at the low mEgE= sslary paid to
professors, and declared that he could only retain noetry
as & hobby. He believed that there wuld be & good

in Mgnchurtka for
future ofxk Nisei who spoke both English and Japanese,
if only they had the mm%=® cowrage to xxbkxymx make the
trip. He declared that he wanted to mefuxr go to Man-

churdd vhere he would be alle to mx "enjoy his Japanese

face." He xmmk even went to the extent of deciding
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to work in the hog farm rather than in the Recreation
Depar tment, since he had heard that hog raising in
lanchurdé was profitable. He worked on the pro ject
hog farm and soon lost interest in the routine work.

At the time of registration Ken stood up in hi

Qr registration, even though the majo
the block res ts were against it. H as suspected
@f by the Kibei bloc :ause of his stand, but no harm
was done to him., In spite is stated future plans
he 1€
At one time he gave up the ides .of leaving
ration, stating that kE Japen would soon
to bombk the American mainland.

At the time of registration Ken stood up in his
block for registration, even though the ma jority of
the block residents were against it. e was suspected
by the Kibei bloc because of his pro-registration stand,
but no hard was done to him, At the time of segregati on,
he and his family rmarted company with the majority of
the peonle from Placer County, and proceeded to Jerome.

He relocated from there, and carried out his original

nlan of studying and bécoming an exnert in the fiecld of
1 ,

poetry.

1. Ivid. 4/23/43 $1
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A, Introdrction

When segregation was announced, residents were led
to believe that they would have a choice of determining
for themselves whether they weErExixxkExmmxmikaredxXioysl
wished to follow the Ameri ean or the Japanese‘way of
life., Evacuees, in other words, were to be sllowed =
to choose between being considered "loyal" and "disloyal."
As & mtter of fact, however, the die had already been
cast for the majority of the residents at the time of
registration., Those who repatristed or failed to answer
in the affirmative to Question 28 at that time were al-
ready considered to be "disloyal" to the United States,
while those who had enswered in the affirmative were
labelled as "loyal." An answer to & single ouéstion asked

wit hin the confines of a barbed-wire fence was #e=b=e the

basis 7f det ermining"loyalty" or "disloyalty." Late

registration and changing of answer had been allowed fol-
lowing the registrat ion ecrisis. With the amnouncement
of the segregation program no further changes were al-
lowed except for a Xxx particular group. Those who had
feiled to answer “uestion 28 iﬁ the effirmative (Group
IT) were to be allowed an opportunity to change their
stand from a negative &%e to a positive one. Only those

who had failed4to cooperateéxe with the administration

during the registration crisiqs;éé:}gag;ggﬁz)were now

e

allowed a second chance.

The issue facing the large number who appeared for
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segregation hearings was nominslly the determination
of "loyalty" or "disloyalty." Some apnesred at the
hearings and declared without hesitation that they in-
tended to return to Japan and that their sympathies
were with that country. In some there was evidence

of sincerely believing that their future was in Jdapan
rather than in this country. In others, however, it
was plain that they were giving answers implying

a declaration of "disloyalty" as & matter of conve-
nience. ©Some chowed considerable reluctdnce to de-
clare themselves as"disloyal"” to t he Unit ed States or
"loyal" to Japan., Others attempted to £kmk seek a
rational basis for their desire to xEmxkm retain their

Group II status by citing their bitterness over race

pregjudice and evacuation. One of the major reason

for not desiring to change an answer was clearly a
reluctance to leave Tule Lake for another center. The
fear of forced relocation was firmly imbedded in the
inds of some of the residents. Other specific rea-
sons for reluctance to change an answer was the fear
of being drafted and the desire to comform with the
status of other members of the family. X=zx Evacuees
expressed little dissati sfaction with the results of
the hearings except where some board members attempted
to change the status of an indivi dual agsinst his wish
on the ground that the individual actually was not

"@isloyal." By and large the hearing panel was helpless

in its attemt to persuade an individuel to change his
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mo st :
stand on <uestion 28, as maxy of them were willing to
make extreme statements class ifying them as "didloyall
if this were found to be nedessary.
Hearings were begun around August 11, when the
L

educational vrogram was only getting underway. There
was also little opportunity at the hearing itself for
the hearing board members to attemot to influence eva-
cuees to change their answers. The hearings were brief,
and within two weeks they were completed. oilverthorne,
pro ject attomey, was placed in cha rge of the hesrings,
and as psnel members he had Jacoby, Harkness, Carter,
Gunderson, Lowery, Cooke, Cole and Fagan. Each member
of the panel held hearings with the aid of a Caucasian
witness,'secretary, and evscuee interpreter. 1n most
case the hesrings did not last for five minutes. Ques-~
tions were asked in a conversstional style,

sketchy notes were tasken by the secretary.

interview a short statement of the case was

to the secretary, recommending that the individual
~be placed dn the Removal List or the Segregation List.

At the heari ng those who desired to do so weré

able to change tkk® their answer from a2 nepative =mmx

to an affirmat ive one, or to retain the negative stand.

Most of the declarat ions of evaruees either for retain-

ing or changing mmxarswex stands were taken at face

value, One the one hand, a person who declared himself
loyal to the United States and willing to answer "yes"

to Question 28 was not asked to show any other evi-
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dence of his professed loyalty. In fact, the adninistra-
tive personnel showed some signs of desiring to have as
many residen ts as possible change their answer. This
was understandable in the light of the extraordinarily
large number of residents who had failed to answer in
the affirmetive to Question 28 amd or toregister at all,
Some of the appointed personnel were willing to admit
that this situation had been the partial result of mis-
handling on the part of the administration. Many resi-
dents were cognizant of the ease of changing an answer
from "note "yés," and often attributed to a desi re

on the part of the administration to rid the pro jects

of as much of the financial burden of su»porting evacuees

as possible, On the other hand, it was slso possible

for a resident to declare ks himself as "disloyal!] x=m
without being closely auestioned about his real feelings
on the matter. It was only when an individual hesitated
in teking a'definite stand, that he was likely to be
guestioned in some detail. Some of the panel members,
realizing that actually "loyal" residents were declaring
themsel ves as "disloyal" attempted to ignore the "disloyal"
front maintained by an evacuee. Many evacuees believed
that it was much harder to retain a negntive stand than
to change to a positive one, ¥wt and there was considerable
truth in this belief.

In all enly a = reletivély small percentage--possibly

20 per cent--changed their mmmwrx stand from & negative

to a positive one. Those who weErE changed their stand were
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automastically reclassified into CGroup III. They were

eligible to move to another center, but had to under-
go a somewhat thorough leave clearance hesring before

being allowed to leave the pro jeet on indefinite leave.

The mmxi¥xsumx large number of residents who remained

in Group II did not necessarily indicate that Tule

Lagke possessed a larger number of persons dangerous
to the United States than the other centers. As has
alreédy been indicated, the matter of being tagged as
"loyal" or "disloyal" was largely secomdary to other
issues which faced evagaees., 4ihrough some record of
heatings and evacuee comments on them their attitudes

toward the issues facing them will be examined.
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B. LM& ”QQJ(-[A,V'\/\ ”‘t‘—o e

The vast majopity of those who appe-red for their

hearing retained their negative answer. In sttempting
to retain their @roup II status, many of them merely
stated plainly that they desired to return to Japan
and that their sympathies were with Japan. Where much
declarations were made simply and without hésitation,
it was difficult tb know whether the answers were sin-
cere, or whether it was only a means of avoiding having
to wrangle over the choice of staying in Tule Lake.
The similarity of aﬁswers EXx given ®m to one member of
the panel indicated that those who apneared fax before
him were ovrepared with the mExopex answsr/.which.insured
the retention of their Mdlsloyal" statum—ySevernl
interviews are sufficient to gk know the routine nature
of some of the cuestions and answers:

An unmarried Issei, 54 years of age, mithsut rela-

tives in the United States, and who 1lived in Block

17, was asked through an interpreter:

’éZ;Does he understand much Engl ish®"
"No."
"Why didn't he regiaster?"

"His intention was to return to Japan after
the war., He didn't want to leave for the outside."

"Does he feel he is more loyalfx to Japan
than to the United States?"

"Since he intends to g back to Japan his
sympathies are with that country."

"That's all, thank you."lj

f. Billigmeir Notes on Segregation, 8/20/43 Case #5
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was born in Webbhington, and lived for

six or seven years in Japan, where she finished a year
of girls' high school. Her parentsz were still living
in Javan. She was 29 years of age, snd married to an
Issei. ©She lived in Block 14,

"Do you expect to go to Japan after the war?"

"Yes,”

"Is your husband Issei or Nisei 7"

"Issei."

"Do you still want to answer Question 28
on

"My feeling is the same,"
"Because you want to go back to Jamn?"
"YeSo"

"Would you say you are disloysl to the
United States?"

"Y‘e Se "

"Thaet's all, Tmmkym.;]

-

(Placed on Segregstion List.)l

1. Ibid. Sfamex¥ux 8/20/43, Case No. 10

was a Kibei, 24 years of age. He

was born in Marysville, and lived in Japan for 15 years
between 1923 and 1938, He received educsat ion only in
Japen and spoke no English. He was married and lived
in Bloek 49.

"He didn't register, did he understand the
regi stration program?"

"His int enti ons are to return to Japan."
"His gympathies are with Jepan?"
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"Yes, with Japan."
"That's all, thank you."

(Placed on Segregation List.)?®

1., Ibid. 8/21/43 Case No. 6. PFor similar cases see
&% Ibid, 8/20/43 Cases No..8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
19, 20, 21, 2R; B/21/4% Cases No. 1, 2, 3,

These simple declarations of intention of returning

to Japen and having sympathies for Japan were difficult
found
to evaluate. They were xost Emwxexm among Issei, Nisei,

and Kibei, and most commonly among Issei and Kibei. Some
of them were undoubtedly sincere, while others were merely
for the purpose of staying in Tule Lake. Some were based

on unrealistic thinking which exaggerated the maltreatment
in this country and the good life which awaited thém in ;

Cova v ey | Conns

the Orient. BStill others undoubtedly mzsx re_pré‘é:e‘hf‘é'af/\/pz:éf‘c:

ot

tical nlanning., Members of the Hearing Board, according
to Billigmeir, d4id not believe that they were determining
loyalty or disloyalty. They real ized the peculiar cir-
cumstances under whieh reéidents were asked the loyalty
question, and the desire of many residents to stay in
Tule Lake even at the cost of being cn sidered disloyal,

[—No member of the Hearing Board believes that
the hearings are actually determining the loyalty
of the evacnees in most instances. In the first
place they have become aware of the fact that loyalty
is not something that can be weightd or measured
or easily inspected. Secondly, magy of the appointed
personnel regret that questions of loyslty should
be raised when the evacuees are in & relocation
center; they feel that guestions of loyalty cannot
fairly be asked under the circunmstances. In the
third place, it soon became evident that g large
number of people were claiming sympathy or loyalty
to Japan in order to remain at Tule Lake. '
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It is obvious that meny Japanese Americans
are bitter, but not disloyal if thaet therm de-
dgnk notes any dangerous or active anti-American \A
sent iment. The members of the hearing panel are .. Vv
cognizant of this fact. Delbert-Lole Temarked
upon his hearings, "Almost all of these people
are loyal, they just don't want to be shoved around

any more."e.. expressed the belief that
these hearings iou!ld n really determine indi-
vidual loyalty. o o M

o
s s 2

1., Ibid. See also comment on §/20/43,Case No, %% 4
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C. Reluctance to Declare Disloyalty

In a2 number of cases it was clear that an evacuece
was attempting to retain his segregee status without
meking statements which would commit himself definitely
as haﬁing declared his disloyalty. This reluctance to
take a8 firm stand either as one leaving %k Tule Lske
or as one being classi fied as "disloyal" and being re-
tained in Tule Lake was cherscteristic of many nersons
who remained behind .kmx® Not only were they afraid of
being forced out of Tule Lake, they mexe also zxfx feared -

=of making an unwise comaitment at this tige. They
were later tapged as "fence-sitters” and treated with
scorn by those who were willing to take & firm stand
as a "disloyal" evaomee, especially those who arrived
from other centers. Some declared their loyalty after
being assured of being =ble to’stay in Tule Lake with
enother member of the family, Others wanted to know
whether they would be allowed to stay on the strength
of the feeble "disloyal" statement that they had made.
Still other's sought to find justification in their
stand by pointing out the injustices committed against
them, All of these indicafed & strong reluctance to
make definite commitments at this time.

was born in Marysville, end compnleted

two yéars of high school there. She spoke, read, and
although
wro te both knglish and Jep anese, /fhe had never been

to Japan. ©She was married to an Issei 36 years of age,
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who had declared that he planned to return to Japan.
She was caught in a dilemma. Her father, sister and
brother were relocating to Uincinnati. She had & son
who would finish high school in two years, whom she
wanted to send to college. She did not want to relin-
guish her ties with this country at this time.

"Did you register?”

l'm’o."

"Any special reason?"

"I didn't understand.”

"How would you answer Question 2817

"I+'s & hard to answer."

"Yes/ it is. Can you say you feel allegiance
to the United States?"

"My husband wants to g to Japen," she snswered
after a long rause.

"Your husbend is & citizen of Jepemn. You're
an Americen citizen and your stetus is dif ferent.
There is no sssur ance you can go to Japen despite
his eitizenship. Vhat we are c mcerned vith is
how you feel about allegiance despite the evacua-
tion and the injustices you have suffered.” After
s long pause, Mr. Yunderson cont inued, "Ask ques-
tions you want answered and we'll try to meet them."

"] think guestion of disloyalty is better."”
"Are you digloyal."
HYeS,"

" ‘n’hy ? "

"Well,...no reason.)f...If I say "loyal' will
they take me or leave me here?"

"We don't split femilies. If ore member is
on the segregation list the others in the family
are given their choice of leaving or remaining. We
don't want you to answer a certsin way Jjust be-
cause your husband does. This rearing is just to
determine your loyaltyl"
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"Then it doesn't have anything to do with stay ing?"

"N , you'll just be given the choice of fol-
lowing four husband or not."

"Then I'm loyal.":]

"Then you'd say 'yes' on quest ion 287 That's
the question on loyalty."

"Yes," she replied after a pause.

"Do you feel you still have enough faith in
America to swear allegiance?" v

"Yes...l have a boy who has two years to go
to finish high school. He's 16. Could he go out
to school when he finishes?"

"When he is 17, he will be given a chance to
leave., It's his decision then. Now he must stay.
Suppose his father wants to be segregated, if you
have declared loyalty and your son wants to leave,
you'll be gigen & chance to ask for a hearing 1o
decide whether you can follow your son. Upon the
favoreble decision of the he=ring board, you may
leave Tule Lake if you want to. The Social Wel=
fare Depsrtment will ask you whether you want to
stay here now or not. According to your answer you XK
will remain here or lesve."

"Wy fath er, sister and brother are ging to
Cinneinnati. They may want to cell my son there
later." :

"Your father, sister and brother arefelocating?"

HYes . "

"I guess that's all. If there is any questiin
you would like answered, feel free to come here.”

1. Ibid, 8/20/43, Case #2
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An Issei declined to reply directly to a guestion
asking him if he felt more loyad to Jespan or to Americe,
although it was clearss t1et his intentions were to re-
méin in Tule Lake. He was born in Japan, and had not
visitéd-Japan since he arrived in this country 1905, He
was 59 years of age, did not have any living relat ives
except 5 brother in Japan., Hexmkskmedxix
"Does he plan to retum to Japan after the war?"
"Yea,”
"Does he understand or spesk any Engl ish?"
"No, not very much."
"He didn't register, will you ask him vay?"
"He came to register, but it was top lote.”
"I+ he were given & chance now, would he?"
"His health is poor and he wants to return
to Japen, end since he feels that he will return
he would rather not register.”

"Does he feel more loyalty to Jepan or to the
United States?"

"Since he has property in Japan and can make b
an eesy living there, he would just as soon go back." Y

"Thet's all, thank you.":]

(Placed on Segregation List.)l

1, I,id. 8/20/43, Case No. 3

e —————————

; to believe
It was very difficult for the panel member/ﬁhat

(residing at 3005), & 21 year old Nigei,

was disloyal to the United States or loyal to Japan.
He was born in Sacramento, and had received sll 6f

his eduwc ation in this country . HAccording to the record,
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he spoke very little Japanese, while his command of Eng=-
lish was good. He had evidently come before the hesring
board detemined not to change his status as a segregee.
When guestioned about his loyelty, however, he wEmxix
declined to commit himself. He defended himself on the
gro und that rexkxgxEEErxaxaxskEEr Japane sé-Americans

and other minori ty grows
had been mistreated in this country. The panel member

choose to argue with him, and the 21 year old boy very

ably defended his somewhat vague stand., He was deter-
mined to stay in Tule Lake to sece "how the American
people react," Clearly, he was reserving his finsal
decision concerning his loyalty status.
"Was there any resson why you didn't register?”
"I was undecided.”
"If you could register, wuld you?"
71 den’t know."
"The big question was t he loyalty question,
number 28. How do you feel sbout it. Perhaps I'd
better put it this way, after the injustices of
the evacuation do you have enough faith in this
country to believe that it will rectify the wrongs

you have experienced?"

"Put yourself in my place. What would you
do?"

"I couldn't put myself in your place and I
wouldn't be foolish enough to asaime that I can.
I's & personal decision you have to make. It
must be remembered that in war time things happen
that would never occur otherwise. The wrorngs that
occur in war time canrot always be avoided. =~et
me put it this way. Are you going to Jepan?"

"I on't know."

"But spesking of the present, do you have plens
at present to return?”

rLoaanttissy .0




segregation Report
VI. Hearings--14

F’Do you feel that you'd fit in well in Japan?®
Where do you think you'd best fit in--here br in
Japan.,"

"I can't say, because of racial prejudices in
this country."

"We're fipghting against racial prejudices and
persecution.”

"I don't know, the colored people have fa ced
it ever since they came here."

"You meen the negroes("

"YGS." ]

"Among the Nisei thenselves there is discri-
miretion. Isn't there & class d stinction among
Jepanese? Isn't it true that some classes can't
marry members of otler classes?"

"l don't know."

"I've been told that this is so. What I'm
trying to point out is that every country has cer-
tain pre judices and Hr the hope of any cmntry
prejudices against classes, races and religions
must be eliminated. Otherwise we'll fight wars
éternal ly."

"With this coantry it's race mejudice."

"Oome people feel prejudices others do not.
The Nisei themselves are partly responsible for the
prejudi ces agianst them. There sre Nigsei in this
country who never made any effort to mix with
Cauckxasians, others did. I've seen Nisei whom I kh
think are thefinest neople I've ever met and others
aren't wrth the powder to blow them up. The
same is true of eny racial group.”

"That's true of all peoples.”

"We've got to leamm to treat people as indi-
duals., You mentioned the negro problem, that is s
tremendous problem, the more so because the biggest
majori ty of the Negroes are unintelligment."

"Because they're oppressed.”

"That's true. The Nisei on the other hand are
well educated. I admit freely that the treatment
of negroes is bad, but the treatment of poor whites
is eoually bad. It tskes a wiser man than me to
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‘4 solve the cuest on....You have the choice o0f re-
maining in the United States and making it the
country you like or do as meny people in America .
ignore the minori ty problem. I think it is one
of the jobs of the Nisei to help solve the pro-
blem of minority people and meke this country

better. K Many Nisei are on the outside now and
makgng Caucabians m%h whom %hey come into contact

aware of the minori ty problem. Before the evacus-
tion it was a problem of all of us. After the
evecuation it now becomes a chance for you to be-
come especially awamre of the problem. It's a
tough situation, I'll admit. 3But we sll hsve to
make a decigion,”

"I want to stay in “ule Leke and see how the
Ameri can people react.”

"If you remein here, in fow months you'll
be more bitter than ever.m

n V]h}r? "

"Because you'll not en joy being kept in this
camp under strict care. If you feel bitter now
you'll be more so with grester restrictions placed
upon you....¥ou're not dangerous, you can it well
into American life., You wn't like being considered
dangerous and disloyal by those on the outside. The
fact is thet you're very American. The fact that
you oppose being deprived of your rights is an
indication of your being American!....Do you want
to make a decision?"

fLet 1t sty "

"You've @t to make the decision now snd it is
an all-important one. ©Some day the American peEo =
ple are ging to realize what has happened. Most
of the American people aren't aware of the fact that
fhere has been an evacustion. One of the teachers
Just came back from West Virginia. Most peEople
there were amazed to legarn that evaucees were still
living in relocation centers,' The largest propor-
tion of the Americsn people know little about the
situation. You can't create public opinion to
oppose this sort of thing when no one knows sbout
it. You mention the Negro problem. Mpst people
in the United States know nothing atut how Negroes
are trested in the South....I'm not trying to per-
suade you or sway you from your decision but I
want to point these things out to you. Think it
over. But make your own decision. I don't want
to decide for you nor see others decide for you.
Put the cuestion on this basis: Which way will
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‘ I heve the most choice. Whick will be best for
me in the yemrs to come. Think it out yourself
carefully, 7Try to forget the mistakes of the
past and look into the future. When you have made
your decision come back and let us know,"

"In case I don't come back, turn in my papers
as they are.”

411 right, 1'11 do that ."l

I Ibid. 8/20/43 #% Case.No. 7

was embittered. She was 32 years of

age, was born in Washington, and had received a high
school education in this country. She hed never been in
Japen, snd could only speak the Japanese language., She
was married to & 41 year 0ld #kks ¥ Hawaii~born Kibei,
who had already declared his intention of returning to
Japan, She secemed to believe sincerely that there was
no longer any hope for her and her children in this coun-
try, éaﬁ that conditions in 9Yapan could not bee® worse
than it was here.

"Can you read and write Japanese?"

"IIO 2 Al

"Do you speak it?"

"s - "
Yes.

"You didn't register, why?"

"I have American citizenship. It's no good,
so what's the use?"

"Has the evacuation camsed you to lose faith?"

"I feel that we're not wanted in this country
any longer., Before the evacuation I had thaught
that we were Americans, but owr features are
agai nst us,'jshe giggled nerwusly as she spoke.

"I redl ized that you've suf fered hardships,
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put I wish you could make your decision without
bitterness."

"I've ot to go to Japanx® with my hushand
anyway, how would I eat?"

"You have 8 child? Do you want him brought
up ta Jepane se?"

'Yes, I found out about being an American.
It's too late for me, but at least I can bring
up my children so that they won't have to face the
same kind of trouble I've experienced.”

"You realize that you will have difficulty
in ad justing to life in Japan?"

"I know that, but I'm willing to try it any-
way. It's too late for me. The important thing
is that my children will not lmve to go through
the seme experiences as I have.i

"That's all, thank you,."

(Placed on Segregs tion List.)l
1. Ibid. 8/20/43 Case No, 12

was EExsk cautious. He was born in

Placer County, but was sent to Jspan as a baby, and
returned to this country in 1929, He had eight years
of schooling in Japan, and only one im kzxgx in the
Unit ed States. He could =mmexk umd erstand only a

1i ttle English. He was 30 yemrs of age. He lived in
Block 45, which had been strdngly opnosed to registra-
tion. He desired to remain in Tule lLake, but did not
want to comait himself on the loyalty cuesti on more
than necessary. After some ruestioning he finally
stot ed that hks sympathiés under existing circumstances
were more with Japan than the United States and that

he intended to return to Japan after the war.
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"Was there any reason why you didn't regis-
ter?”

"Didn't understand.”

"Do you want to live in the United States
after the war or do you went to live in Japan."

(The person being interviewed seemed umble
to understand dnough Engl ish to comprehend the gues=-
tion. He looked around the room ss though search-
ing for somethihg to help him and shrugeed his shoul-
ders, making plain his need for an interpreter. An
interpreter was cslled.)

"Ask him if he feels more loyal to Jepan or to k
the United States.”

"He hasn't thought of that.”
"Put it this way, would he be loysl to the
- United States?"

thought eit her way."

"Not necessari lyjhe hasn't given it much

"Does he have any brothers in Japan?®
"Three," |

"Any relatives{n this count ry?"

"One brother and one sister.”
"Where®"

"The brother is in the U.S. army, the sister
is in &n Arizona relocation center."” ;

"Would he like to g to the camp where his
o ster is.”

"Definitely not. He wants to remsin here., "

"Are his borthers in Japan in the Janenese
aArny?"

"He doesn't know because of t he difficulty in
communication between this country and Japan."

R¥x When asked to mke his feelings of loyalty
more clear snd @efinite, the young Xibei stated
thet at present under existing circumsta nces his
sympathies weuld be more with Japsan, and that he
has the int ention of returning to Japan after the
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War.'
"On the basis of what he has said," the inter-
preter related, "he wants to know whether or not
he can stey here. He says he is going to stay
in this camp."

"Thank you, that's al1," replied Mr., Yun-
derson without committing himself on the question.

(Placed on Segregst ion Listl)l

1., Ipid. 8/21/43, Case No. b

was disturbed about the necessity of

having to appear before the hearing board to declare
that he was more loyal to Japan. He was born in Wyo=~
ming, &xat lived in Japan from 1922 = to 1937, and was
£2 years of age. He understood enough English to carry
on & conversation without an interpreter. He had spent
the time since zmmimg retuming to the United Stetes
in Yexgmimg studying. Haskxefx His femily, except for
& brother, lived in Japan. He explain that his teschers
had been kind to him, butvthat the evacuatinn had hurt
him very much.,
"You didn't register, why?"
"I didn't want to register.”
"Do you plen to return to Japan after the war?"
"Yes., "
"Do you feel more loyalk to Japang"
"Yes. I feel very good to grammar school
teachers. They very good. But this evacuation
hurt very much., Now I oan't feel good about America.”

"We can understand how you, but we're sorry
you feel that way. That's all and thank you."
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(Placed on Segeegation List)) !

1. Ibid. 8/21/43 #3

2

Mr., Tenabe®™ was detemined not to leave Tule Leke.

2. For detailed account of family circumstances, see

He was aged, and on top of that both hé and his wife were
not well enough to work very hard. Both he and lrs.
Tanabe had not registered at the time of registration,
largely due to the vressure from block residents. When
both received notices of a hearing, !Mr. Tanasbe was dis-
turbed. He was anxious to insure being able to stay in
Tule Lake., H¥i=x He had two dsughters, one of whom had
relocated to Salt Laké City to attend swmhx college, and
Salt Lake
the other who was planning to accept a job in ¥mskimgtan,

City
Px@x as secretary. He was willing to let them relocate,

but he d4id not want to leave iule Lake. His danghters

begged him to go to another center, where they could at
least vigit their parents. He stubbornly»held to the
idea that those in other cemt ers would be forced to relo-
cate., His wife showed signs of leaning toward the chil-
dren, and he ordered her not to éppéar for kix her hear=-
ing. He would fix matters himsel f.

When lr. Tanabe appeared for his hearing, he was
uneble to declare himself disloyal to the United States.
He had lived mam for many years in Harysville, working
for a Camcasian. He was well-accented among them, and

did not feel the need for associsting closely with
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other Jepanese in the neighborhood. He wanted to return

to his job after the war was over, and had no intenti on

of returning to Japan in the near future., When he was

asked wheth er he would be loyal to the Unitéd States,

he replied that he would not do anything sgainst it.

He was then asked whether he intended to returning to

Japan, and he answered that did not intend toright

awey. He did not know what the outcome of his hearing

hod been. He hoped that he would be allowed to stay.
Mrs. Tambe did not report for her hearing, sand

gtated that she wanted

she was questioned at home. She kekisvsdxthxtxherxhug=

to go to anot her center, but

e xwasxgrkngxtorbe gl iowed xkoxetayyxandretated that

she wanted to be with her husband. Subseocuently the

couple were placed on the Removal List, which came as

Hr. Tanabe, He

g surprise to kEEmy Xkexy went to the administration

building and lodged & protest, and was finally allowed

: ! i ; 'k i}
to Erargextheirxxskztusxfxm stay on the Segregetion List,

1. J. 8. Journal 8/26/43 #4, 9/11/43 #4

The reluctance to @leclare the intention of retunm=-
ing to Janan or of having sympathies with the United
States was found among Issei., Kibei, and Bisei, X%
wasxkhE xxxixtexx Yhose who had been weli.~accepted in
this country, however, were mostly likely to be on the
defensive when asxing to be placed on the Segregation
List., %Yheir hearts were often mot in the stétements

that they had to msake to be able to stay in Tule Lsake.




Segregation Report
Vi. Hearings--22

D. Desire to Remain in Tule Lake

Some who appeared for their kearing did not remem-
ber that the of ficial issue of the hearings was the
avestion of loyalty.mmxdkskeyuityx Instead they made
it plein that they were primarily cm cerned about being
able to stay in Tule Lake. To these individuals loyalty
was & secondary/ issue. Some whz went ed to stay in
Tule Leke because of o0ld age or femily responsibility.
Others stated that they feared forced relocation if
they left Tule Lake. The widespread interoretation
that the main issue of segregation was the choice of
being able to stay in a cemter or forced to 'resettle
were evident in these cases. They lmd been told that
they were to be allowed to ma ke a free choice, and

their answer was not in ’rerms of‘ “I arn dlsloval . but

P @A

AL G —id Cen ~
- P oan \ C g 1o o 3
YR 1w «\‘t o S A oA Wl 2
s .

gi mply &l

é‘u_'/yer TS o*’*‘ 8 ge,
had no plans for relocation, He was

My,

born in Yapan, had #ome to the United States in 1919,
and had not retumed to Japan since then. He bel ieved
that those who registered and considered to be "loyal"
would be forced out of the cent ers, and he was deter=-
mined to stay.
\ "Was there eny reason for his not registering?®"
"He didn't register because of the rumor that
those who registered would be forced to leave and
he had no place to go."

"Does he understand now thet that isn't so?"

"I guess he does."

"
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"He can't understand or spesk English,"
Wery 14tt1e."

"Does he plan to return to Japan after t}s
war?"

"Yes "

"Does he feel more more sympathy to Japan than
to the United States?"

"His sympathy lies with Jegpan."

"Why?"

"He was a law sbiding citizen, worked ha rd,
respected law, and yet he was nlaced here. He
can't stand it any longer.ﬁfj

"That's all,3 thank you."

(He was placed on the Segrecstion List with
the notatinn that he had been embit tered by eva-

cuation.

l. Xk Billigmeir, Op. eit. 8/20/43 Case #4

Mrs. feared being forced to leave

Tule Lake. Her husband had registered and arswered
"yes" to Question 28, Whether she registered or not
had not been so important, but now kkx whrether the
fanily would be able to stay in Tule Lake or not
depended upon her refusal to change her status in
Group II. BShe kadxmxx was born in Japsn, and had come
to the Unites States when she was 18, and was now 39.
She had had 9 years of education in Yapan, and spoke
only a little English. If she dnswered "yesk" to
Question 28, she would have to lesve “ule Lake. If she

"

answered "no," she would be considered a pbtential

dangerous person. She did not want to sign anything
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"Do you understand and speak English?"
"Only & 1ittle."”
"Is your son in camp?"
i €1 Ul

(Through the interpreter)

EShe didn't register, why?"

"At that time she was sick, but had no inten-
tion of signing the registration forms."

"Will she abide by the laws of the United
States and not harm the war effort?"

"She says that if she answers yes, she might
have to leave,/ Should I tell her that her fears
are not validd" the interpreter asked.

"It's not a ouestion of leaving, it's a mbter
of loyal ty. We're merely asking questions--it's
not for us to decide whether or not she stays.

She &¢an sign all the papers and still can g to
Japaq. That is for Japan to decide if it wants
her.'

"She can't answer the guestion.”

"She can't answer whether she'll harm the
war effort and abide by the laws of the United
States?"

"She says she can't do any harm anyway because
she doesn't want,t leave. She hes thet fear she
cgn't sguelch.”

"How would She eanswer question 28 which her
husband answered 'yes' to?"

"Did that pertain to the ® botaging of the
war effort?"

"It pertained to the impeding of the war effort
end obeying the laws of the United States.”

"She won't sign anythiﬁg."

"She doesn't have to sign anything. Does she
feel di sloyal to the United States?"

"Her sympathies are towards Japen."
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"Why are her sympathies with Japan?"

"She said she was bOm in Japan and raised
there and for that reason she is loyal to Japan ."

"That's all, thank you."

(She was placed on the Segregation List.)l

1. Ibid. 8/20/43 #& Case No. 6

was born in Sesttle. He had Fmek com-

pleted high school, and was now 19 years. of age, He

184 never been to Japan,

"You registxeréd and seid "no," is that cor-
rect?"

T "
"Yes.

"Has anything happened to make you want to
change that answer?"

"I\}o 7 n
WAny reasons?"

"I'm the only one in t he family, and my
parents are weak and can't move."

"You want to stay here because of your parents?"

"Yes, and if they want to return to Japan,
I'1] go'tao.™

"That's all. Thank you."

(Placed on Segregation List.)t

1. Ibid. 8/21/43 Case Ho. 4

99 years of age and
. was/old enouch to retire. Exxwmz

He had come to the United in 1903 snd hed not visited
Japan since, He did not know for sure whether his

parents were still alive., He lived in Block 44, v ere
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"

the community pressure against registering had been

strong. He thought of returning to Japan after the

wer was over., At the moment his primary fear was one

of being foreced %0 leave the cernter. The gnestion of

loyel ty was seccomd ary to the need he felt for clinging

to the one source of security he now felt kg Tule

nake to be,

["‘Does he hope to retum to

"Yes, as soon &8 the war ernd

“Does he have any pronerty in Japan?"

"He doesn't know for sure."”

"How does he feel abount going to another center
and wai ting for the war to end?"

"He doesn't want to move anywhere until after
the war. THAT I8 THE MAIN REAS'N WHY BE ILDR'T
REGISTER," (The latter point was stressed.)

B!

"Does he feel more loyalty to Japan."

"He hasn't been back, but he pan't get it out
of his mind."

"He doean't feel disloyal to the Unit ed States."

"Before the war he felt sympathetic to the
United States., Since beine put here, he feels
more sympathy to Japan."j

Mhat'e sl 1y Thenk you,"

(Placed on Segregation Lis t.)t

1. 1bia. B/21/43% Cage Ko, B

was not ready to commit himself definitely
wait to see
egbouwt his future plans. He wented to rEIEEEXRoxEzRER

kxxxxeg what chances he war ld have in Japan or in this
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For this and possibxly other recasons.he wanted to stay
in Tule Lake until the end of the war. His Nisel wife
was willing to follow him if he returned to Jemn,.
He was £7 years of age. He was born in Lodi, Californis,
and resided in Japen from 1920 to 1930. He had received
8 yesrs of educetion in Japan, and £ years in the United
States after his return. He lived in Bloeck £6 where
pressure against registering had not been excessively
stro ng.
"Does he plan to go to Japan after the warp"
"He's Aot definite yet."
"Does he have any proverty in Japen?"

"His father has property. He is the oldest
son,"

‘:”Was thergany reason for his not registering?"

"He plenned to stay et Tule Lake so he signed
O
" "
no,no.

/%Z;Does he feel loyelkxx to the United States?"
"He feels more loyal to Japan because he
wants to go back there and see if he likes it
there."

(His wife was then called.)l

1. & Ipid. 8/£1/43 Cage Np. 10, For wife's case
LiCage No'y 11,

These cases revealed that the desire to stay in
o S greatly
Tule Lake was often/dom#nant over the loyalty ims= iasue.,
What had been mere fear and suspicion at the time of

igtre i Ve s ow 3 i v ; . o i
registretion was now reinforced by the segregation pro-

gram. Some of the evacuees claimed that they had not
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registered because they did not want to be

of the cemter. For the ssme reason, they steted

did not want to change their s tatus.

it was not clesr in these cases

to stay in Tule Lake even at the exverse of being
branded as dis loyal. Those vwho mentioned old sge ang
family responsibility were thinkin g of the security that
confinement in Tule .ake would offer them, Other cases
in which more specific reasams for staying are indicated

-

will now be reviewed.
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E. Fear of the Draft

The most important reasons for =ksxyim desir ing to
stay in Tule Lake was often concealed at the hesrings.
This was evident from a comparison of statements made
at the hearing, and reports and discussions of the
hesr ings among evacuees, In the records the reason
most often =ximgk stated in defense of reteining status
in Group II was & desire to return to Japan or sympathy
for Jangn., In franker discussions at home and in the
block, other reasons were mentioned more freguently.
One of these r essons, which have already been reviewed

e section on attitudes toward resettlenent, was
the fesr of being drafted, This played & dbminant
part in the resis tance {o regigtretion, to mEExEmxtikom
resettlement, and now to being sent to anot her center.
Two evamples will be reviewed to show how the attitude
toward the draft affected the stand taken at the hearing.

Tatsuo Igi was in his late twenties, and one who
impressed the e€ldcrs as having a responsible cheracter.

reasonable, and got along well with‘the peonle
block. ' He worked in the messhall in Bloc k £5
head waiter, and treated block people with res-

He snoke little English, kevimgriezmxhrouxhixpx

ixx®x heving been born in this country and brousht up

in Japan., He masintained some of the traditional Japa-
nese systems of value, His Nisei wife, ®r instance,

complained that even while she was pregnant he did not




Segregation Report

VI. Hesr ings--30

offer to carryxwmrryx water to the spartment for her.
They had been married soon after coming to Tule Lake,
and seemingly got along well in their little apart-

ment. Dorothy was in her middle twenties, and &g

oléest 0f the Sofye family.l Toowas Eekieveg She was

not particularly attractive, and the marrisge had been

arranged for her by elders.

see for fanily detsals.

ifr. sofye was anxious to renain in Tule Leke for fear
Bob ,
that if the mily did not his son,would be drafted.
and
His wife/ his children, however, were inciined to be-

lieve that it was better to go to anot her cent er.
Dorothy had thought that Xkxwexkad if it were not for
the matter of Bob's being drafted, it vwould be better
to lesve. Tatsuo was willing to stay in Tule Lake
with the Sofye fsmily, and he nrobably warld have

left if the latter had decided to do so.2

Y« The denendence of the Aibei husband mrried to
a2 liisei on the wife's family is often very strong.
Can this be tested statistice=11y? It would mean that
husband and wives woald heve to bex ms tched.

At the time of registration Tatsuo had answered
8o . When he returned from his hearing, he reported
that he had not changed his stetus. As his reason
for mock wanting to =kamgwxiix stay in Tule Lake he
had steted that he did not want to be drafted.- An

observer recorded:
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They asxed me whether I wanted Janan to win
or not, and I said, "Yes. Then they asked me
whether I wanted to stay in Tule Lake, and I said
"ves." When they asked me why I wanted to stay,
I said that I didn't want to be drafted. They

t0ld me that many people who,wanted to stay in
Tule Leake were not disloyal.

1. J. 8, Journal 8/16/43 #2, 9/20/43 #3

Mr. Oda loved his femily, snd he was in & nredi-
cament. He had one son in the army, snd two in the
center, mrE The son in the army hrd written to him
adkvising him to rrsEzixt3xznukkrrxesxker start
farming in Colorado. He wanted to do this, but there
were ot her con siderstions, He had lost one son to
the amy already, and he did not want to lose the
others one by one. He feared that if he left Tule
Lake they would be drafted, am they would be gone

forever. His eldest son had written advising them

not to enter the army if they could avoid 11: With

evacuation he had given up hope of ever reestabl lsnlng
A Lo d Woee _&_&f wa €8 VA ag q\\k & AR w" e, Ocewn YA
RIMSELY in*Smeyl oa? e aid not want R G
SR D
to face the prospect of being deported to Japan, What

could his family do there? Anyway, someone would have
to stay behind to look after the eldest son inccase

T

he returmed from battle 8 cripple. His wife was more

set about the nroble 1 thznn he wes, ond 12l ked of
79 e é)\’ AVAQ 04

\O‘P\v\ \\'\" &
et Daat bo- Jazan asmm He had half

honed that his two sms would solve matters for him
by changing their status and be willing to leave

Tule Lake. But they were not. In Mr. Odo-'s own
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words we hear of his »redicament/ before the hearings
of his sons% place:

Efl'()q&gilling to go out now if it weren't Hr
the draft. I have one son in the Army now, and
I don't want my other sons to be drafted one by
one L It's different if my s s wanted to go to
the Army or to anot her center. I[Iy eldest son says
that he's not going to mwve from this place., ZThe
son in the Amy wrote and said that his brother
ghould try to stay out of the Army if at sll pos-
sible=--no matter now hard they had to work. 1
suppose it's because Japancse are discriminated
in the Army. %“he Ketos are able to_asdvance, bhut
Japasrese ere lmrdly ever allowed to You can't
blame them for not wenting to serve in the Army
when they've been treated the way they have. In
Walnut Grove they had to attend a different school.
If we hadn't been evacuated, I wouldn't mind their
scrving in the Amy. I'd be glad to see them go,
but it mekes you med#rwhen you've been discrimi-
nated scainst so much. . Ever since 1 came to
Ame rica there wasn't a day when I dddn't have to
feel smell becanse I was a Japanesel Lven Wwhen
I went to a show and paid the opme wice, I couldn't
enjoy it as much as the others

I've lost a2ll hope of & fubure in Amgérica, I
can't meke money heref/ snymore, I've lost every-
thing. My wife feels worse then I do about the
whole thing. She wants to send the younger chil-
dren back so thet fhey can get a Japanese educa-
tion over there. Niere were going to retum to
Japen anywsy if the war hadn't come for mlf a year.
I'm thinkihg of staying by myself to look sfter
the son in the Army in csase he comes back wounded
or something. He's in the hospital unit, but you
never can tell., I really don't want to go back
until the war is over. I dm't think that an
exchenge ship will come, anyway)

I wouldn't 7ind going to ancther center, but
I just cen't stend the chance of my sons being
dra fted one by one, I would be willing to go to
the Army in their stead. After a1l I haven't
mar e than ten or fifteen years more to live. 1
don't forget for a minute the son who is away from
home., Unless you af a parent you can't tell
how we Isseij{ feel. j

1. J 8/16/43 #7
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When his sons reported forhkheir hesring, they
refused to chenge their status., Lven the youngest
son, only 17 ye«rs of ege, kagt who was usw 11y obe-
dient at home, and declared himself disloyal. ir.
geemed chagrined, but
Ode/was optimistic., He aidhdt think that an exchange
ship would arrive. DNext spring he thought that the
¥xx femily wuld be ready to kelocate., "They'll
probably let us out about the beginning of next
"l

year. They vant us to get out, anyway.

L5

1. Ivid. 8/20/43 #3
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P, Group Loyalty

Among the beses for deciding to remain in Tule
Lake was the desire to &= take sction in agreement with
someone else. Zhexzwex Many evacuees showed that they
were desirous of answering in conformity to a decision
reached by the family as a group or to the stand taken
by friends. With some this action was not =k at g1l
willing, but one taken with reluctance. Xm With others

hesa uX\r-v

it was cerried out without any sien of relu=tEmee.
The oneration of family and group pressure was observed
previously, and it also mppeared ummistakably at the
hesrings. xxmme The process of segregation was one
pxxseparetingrintividuatsyinkoive xrREXC TAAES Which
zf¥en ExkxzErossxfamixyvardxgraxpxkigx cut the entire
population into those remaining and those lesving, ihere
such a cleavage did not cut scross other important clea-
vages, the decision of the individual could coincide
with thet of the groups mxxmhiaxxhx with which he iden=-
tified himself. Unfortuhately the segepegation program
gtfxekek often forced individuals to meke a choice of
declaring himself loyal or breaking his loyalty to his
family or group. This situation,

hearings, will now be examined.

In many femilies individuals could not maze a per-
sonal
decision on the"loyalty" question when he considered

the mg family circumstance, If & family decided to

renein in Tule Lake for 8:me reagon, it was necessary
s~

for at leas tﬁnenber of the fanily to be con sidered’ai s-
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ioyal.” Since only those in Group II w had in any sense

& choice at the time of xmgixkxsk segregation, it was often
necessary for the member of the family in Group II to
retain his "disloyal" status. VWhere it haprened to be

the son who had answered "no" to Question &8, he was

obligated to his family not to change his answer. If
the paerent hapoened not to have registered, he was. re-
guired to refuse to answer "yes" to %hm Question £8,
mheéch simply asked whether he wuld abide by the laws

f the United States. In other Rximivx families where
sSeveregl were

FrE me b erSXXF already in Group II, EEoRNEXXNERAREY
sxxgEkwex they would 811 refuse to change their status.
While it was necessary actuslly for ouly one member of
the Tamily to momsikegr be considered"disloyal” in order
for the whole family to reméin behind, there was s
decided tendency %xm for familiy members to desire to
be in the same category with the others in the family.
This was esgpecially true of wives, who did not want

to be in & different category from their husbends.

Part of this was motivated by the fear of possible

~

sevaration in the future. In some families indi-
vidusls members were simply told k¥ vhat stand to
teke, In still others it was not without con siderable
strue~le between different members of the fomlly
that the final decision ExforExthexkex to cive =2t the

: AL & /\.QX(‘ )\
hearing was msde,
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The pressure of groups other then tie family was
not clearly brought =k out at the hearings, and need
only be mentioned here. Just as persms had to consider
the opinion of other members of the Mmmily, they also
consulted that of their associstes, A Kibei, for ins-~
tance, was gererally under pressure of his associastes
not to leave Tule Leke, Jjust as they haé béen at the
time of registbation not to resister. SBome of thenm
declared that they could not leave Tule Lake after having
taken a negétive s tand alOﬁg with their friends. EIREX
xexsxtiooxcorikix kit Those who did change ther

were

stend wax likely to be strongly meriticizeéd by their

. 1
agsociates,

cited by
1. Statement of & Kibei,/Hattie Sakoda.

In Ward V the criticism against those ldaving was strong.
f the boys complained that their parents were

being influenced by their neighbors in the bloek to

stey. These were sll indications that resxmmxextx

loyalty to the sentiment of the group was’partially

responsible for the negat ive stand of some persons.

; ; i p gl Koy
It wae only the family influence,ywhich avpeared at

the hearings.
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L y 22 years of age, was married to a young
Kibei. She had never been to Japan, while he had lived
there from 1923 to 1938. She spoke Japanese with some
fiuency; he coula mEX hardly speak any English at all.
They had lived in Block 49, where the pressure acainst
registering had hot been as great as in some of the blocks
in Ward V. The husband undoubtedly had to contend with
the stand taken by the Kibei bloc against the issue of
registration and segregation. At any rate, he had declared
at the hearing that his inteniions were to returmn to Japan.
was placed in the predicament of having to declare
herself disloyal in order to be classified alike with her
husband.
"You feel you are more American than Japanese?"
"I feel same as my husband,."
"Did you register?"
"Wes.,"
"How did you answer quest ion 282"
"No.
"Wy 9"
"Because I have to go with m& husband."
"How would you answer it now?"
"The same."
"Because you want to stay with your husband?"

"Yes."

"Do you red 1y feel disloyal to the United States?"

"I am,"

"That*s all, Thank you."
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( (Both were put on the segregation list.)1

l.Billigmeir, Op. citl 8/21/43 Case #6 and #7

lirs. Ishizuka was a Kibei and married to an Issei.
She had one baby, and was expecting = other ohe. At
the time of registration the block had dec ided to regis-
ter, and her husband answered in the affimmative to
Questicn 28 while she answered it in the negative. Mrs.
Keya and Mrs. Kishiymma, who were in similar relationship
to their husbands, had also answered differently from
thelr husbands. This difference in stand was actually
motivated by a desire to be on the same side. 'The rea-
soning was that it was natural for an alien to answer
in the affirmative to a question asking whether he would
obey the laws of the United States. For a citizen to
be on the same side with an alien, it was reasoned, she
would have to refuse allegiance to the Unit ed States.

When segregation came, they f ound themselves on different

sides, and it was the wives who were given the chance to

appear ait the hearing. Mrs. Ishizuka was not quite sure
whether it was a ® wise thing to stay in Tule Lake or not.
Early in August she hadAsaid: "If they aren't going to
clee the other centers, it's better to leave tnan to stay
here." Later she came to believe that if she went to
another center she would have to leave it sooner or later,
and living xmxXhExXx on the outside was much harder than

in Tule Lake, At the hearing Mrs. Ishizuka intended to pe




oegregation Report

Vi, Hear ing s--39

classifed as "disioyai." It was no longer a matter of
being on the same side with her husband, but one of being
able to stay in Tule Lake. She was not prepared, however,
to be emphatic about her"disloyalty." ©She reported that
at the hearing she had been asked whether she had changed
her mind about the answer to Question 28. ©She said that
she hadn't. ©She was asked why she wanted to stay, and
she said that she couldn't go out and make a living very
ead ly. At the end of the hearing the Board told her
that she might have to leave Tule Lake. She wasghot
unduly excited over this prospect, and did not seem to
care too much whether she x had to leave or to stay.

It later developed that xhk®x her family was placed on

the Removal List, and they requested to stay in Tule Lake

until after she had had her baby.1

1, J. 8. Journal 8/4/43 # » 8/16/43 #6

Mrs. Kaya had been told by her husband to answer
"no" to Question 28 at the time of registration. MNr.

Kaya decided that it was wisest to leave Tule Lake for

another center, and instructed Mrs. Kaya to change her

stand/ at the hearing. lirs. Kaya did so without any
hesltation, but was amxious to know whether they would
be forced to leave if they went to another center.
"How is your feeling now toward Question 289"
]

"I want to change my answer from 'no' to 'yes.''

"How is your husbend's answer?"

"No, yves."




Segegation Report
VI. Hearings--40

"Do you want to go to another center or go
outsiae?"

"Go to another center. Whether I go outside
or not will depend on my husband."

That was all that happened at the hearing.
but she asked: "Will people be forced out of a
center?"

The answer was: "It will be the same as here,
with the added possibility of going out if you
wish." Mrs. Kaya feels that gshe has made the right
choice in @anging her answer.

l. J. S. Journal 8/17/43 #1

Mary's marriage to Kishiyama, a middle-aged Issei,
had been arranged prior to evammation. She was brought
up in Japan, but spoke “nglish with some fluency. At the
time of registration she had answered "no," while her
husband answerec in the afiirmative. Tney had a baby,
wnich was born on December ¥ and named Pearl. Her hus-
band had xazkedxkix pondered over an appropriate Japanese
name, and had emerged with Kachie--Victory Harbor. Both

showed some vacillation on tne segregation issue. lr.

Kishiyama was inclined to believe that on tne whole it

was better to try to stay in Tule Lake. MNrs. Kishiyama
believed that it was better to lLeave, but did not dare

toc oppose her husltand openly. It was she, however, who
wasiK in a position to determine whether they would be
placed on the Seéegregation or Removal List. When the
notice for Mary's hearing came, Mr. Kishiyama tore it

up, showing where he stood on the matter. Mary, however,

reported for her hearing, but did not dare change her
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answer to Question 28. However, she did not take an
emphatic stand, and was placed on the Removal List.

I¥xxtopxer M.ry had her hear ing Sunday. JS
stopped her and asked her if "they" succeeded in
making her change ner answer. She didn't know.
JS asked her what they had asked her., Mary said:

"They asked me if I would like to change my
'no' answer, and I said 'no.' Then they asked me
why, and I saiag that I could not say. Then they
asked me 1ii 1 wanted to part from my husband, and
I answered, 'Of course not.' That's all."

JS saild that she may have to go, and she said,
"Y& don't care."

J8 pointed out that ner nusband mignt not like
it, and she retorted: "I can't help iti"

The family was placed on the Removal List, but Mr. Kishi-

yama refused to report for his welfare interview, and

tne family ; ,
finally remained behind in Tule Lake.l

1. 1bid. 7/21/43 #12, 8/10.43 #1, 8/18/43 #4
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G. Protests of Hearing iiesits

Protests of hearing results by some 1ndividuals
ijndicated again the basis for some of the answers given
at the hearings. By and large most people seemed satis-
fied with the results of the hearings. This was due
to the ease with which most individuals were allowed
either to retain their "disloyalty" status or change
to the category of "loyal." Where individual members
of tne family had taken ImAEmER action independent of
tne desire oif other members of the family protests
srose. Tnese were directed not so much at the manner
in which uearings were conducted, but at the indivi-
dusl appearing for the nhearing. Tne Limite@humber of
protests registered‘were almost wnoily those protesting
having been placed en the XXmyak Removal List against
tueir wish. Tne manner in which these protests were
registered indicatedthat tve primary concern of the

protesters was not the matter of loyalty, but tnat of

staying in Tule Lake. Tney pointed out that the WRA

haa promised that tney would be allowed to make a free
choice, and that they. had made it clear that tney de=-
sired to remain in ‘ule Lake. Tney cnarged vthat the
sdninistration was attempting to force them to change
tneir stand in order to force tnem to leave fule Lake.
Tnez primary source of tnese protests was the belief

on the part of certain hearing board members that

evacuees were falsely declaring themselves "disloyal"
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: thex board
and axxatiEmpx that/should prevent such attempts.
Other board members had sympathized with the evacuee
who desired to remain in Tule Lake xm even ii they
falsely
declared themselves to be"disloyal" and had allowed
For the protest cases rehearings were held , at which more definite
their statements to be accepted at face value./ To statements of
fdisloyalty"
il lustrate the nature of the protests, some examples could be made.
will now be redheved. It will be remembered that Mr.
and Mrs. Tanabe were placed on the Removal List, and
they took steps to have their status changed. MNrs.
Ishizuka and lirs. Kishiyama had kxak both been placed
on the Removal List contrary to what they answered at
the hearing, although they did not register a protest.

Other examples will follow/

ity

L‘John Matsumoto wes-highly.-indignant when he saw
ﬁ.&ﬁ)—u’-d&

the resulls offiishoaring. ‘&t the time of registra-

tion he—tzd Peemr—ild, znd did not have a chance to re-

gister. When he saw the results of his heari?%zg &EQHKVX'L)
stated that his family was6n the Removal List. ) H%(ﬁﬁa"“-./%&lﬁ

too much at stake to leave Tule Lake wew. He was 30

1L le.

years of age, married, and had several children. He
had lived with his aged parents and brothers and sis-
ters prior to evacuation on a farm near Sacramento.
It was a family enterprise which had assured all mem-
bers of the family economic security. John had had
pleurisy, and was advised by the doctor not to work
full time. His father had a weak heartv—bu:—had-

sayingc. As long as the family kept together, &k

tney would be assured of same security. His father,
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now aged, had despaired of rebuild ing what they had lost
at the time of evacuation, and was thinking of retiring
to Japan with what savings he now nad. John bel ieved
that ne would be unable to supprort his wife and two chil=-
dren on the outside, and therefore desired to take joint
action with his father.

At the hearing, he contended, he had told the inter-
viewer (Cole of the Internal Security) that he m desired
to remain in Tule Lake with his family and = ter return
to Japan with them. He claimed that ®mxex the Board had
assured him that he could stay in Tule Lake. He received
a noﬁice, however, stating that he was on the Stemrval ”Lvﬁ‘i’

|

Liet, ana was to report for a social welfare interview

to determine to which eenter he was going. To—ab—ae— LLL~A*“J -

gaadntiance he had-reveeted?
Hell, you can't consider me disloyal. I've

been loyal too long. But if I can't stay by being

loyal, I'm going to be disloyal. I told Cole that

I wanted to stay here, and he said that I could..
When he reported for his interview and protestedg(\e Zpr’Tn
wagfold tnat there was very little that he could do
because he was on the Removal List. John became frishtened
and went to see Cole, and demanded to see the notes of
the interview. On it it was stated that he nad a pro-
perty in this country to which he intended to return
after the war. John argued with Cole, telling him that
kExkRz® no such statement had been made. He had said that

he intended to return to Japan with his family because

there wagho hope of rebuilding anything im here. Cole
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apologized. Thney went to see Best, who advised a re-
hearingt;?ln the seélé%ti;;g;mony John declared that

he intended to return to Japan after the war and that
in effect he was no longer loyal to the United States.
Cole's comments were: "You can be sure of staying here

for the duration if you have it down like this, but I

sure hate to seec¢ you do it.t:]

That same evening John was advised by a social
welfare interviewer to cancel the second testimony.
The interviewer had discussed John's case with his
supervisor, and they had decided that Imhmxzkxxkax his
family should be consider as a part of his parent's family
and be allow ed to stay as one family unit. In this way
they would be able to prevent John's declaring himself
"disloyal" mmeExeixx in order to be assured of  staying
in Tule Lake. The interviewer wrote axﬁéﬁgiéﬁﬂy—clari-
fying John's stand, explaining to him: "You can't tell
whet's going to happen. You may sane day want to go
out, and then you'll have some basis on which to appeal.”
John, however, was afraid that if he did tnat he would
not be assured of staying. Cole ﬁad assured him that
with the second testimony he could be sure of staying.
He did not wan t to risk.the chance of being made to
leave in order to clarify his loyalty status. No fur-

ther steps were therefore taken. !

1. Ibid. 8/17/43 #2, 8/29/43 #2
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was indignant because his answer was

changed from "no" to "Yes" &s a result of the hearing,
went Devartment

and Exxx to the Social Welfare Sxemtimm to find out

what could be done to correct the error. He was still

in his early twenties, and spoke English imperfectly.

He wes a Kibei who Xmmkmst was cuilet and samewhat timid.

He declered that peonle had been nromised a choice as

to whether they wanted to stay or to go. Perhaps, if

he md an interpreter, he wuld have been able to &ns-
wer more adeguately. He had been asked a number of sim-
ple guestions, and he had given only simple snswers,

he said., Vhen he was asked why he had not recgistered,
he answered that he did not intend to go outside and

did not see any need for registering, He was ssked

when he returned from Japan and whet he intended to do
after the war., He replied that he did not know vhat

he would be doing 5 or 10 years from now. He had not
becen asked whether he would be loyal to Japan or to
Americe, and said that he had been fooled by the hearing
boerd. He was £ referred back the hearing hoxm# board,
which was having rehearings for those who were not

gatisfied with the results of the first hearing.l

1., Ibid. 8/26/43 #9
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George came to the Social Welfare Depart-
ment with & very sullen attitude and wanted to know
whether he could have k% the results of his hearing
chenged. He lived in Block 30 with & mother, 49 years
of sge, and & sister, 17. He himself was 19. He had
gone to the Internal Security office, and there had
been told to see the social welfare cou.nsélor, who was

in charge of interviewing residents., At the hesring,

he claimed, the mEEEXr(iulmk intepwiewer (Cole) had

told him that he could stay. VWhen asked whe ther he
would like to chenge his answer from "no" to "yes,"
he replied in the negstive., Vhen guestioned as to
his intenti o of returning to Japan, he renlied hon estly
that he did not know. He said tlat he wanted to stay
in Tule Lake. He thought that he had made it plain
that he wanted to stay, He had been given to under-
gtand thet everybody was going to be allowed their owmn
choice in the matter,
Guestions by the interviewer revealed that he
his family were concerned about two possibilities
if they left Tule Lake--forced relocation and the draft.
Juest ions by the interviewer revealed that what
really bothered him was the fact that his mother
was afraid of leaving the place because she thought
she would be forced out of the center if she did.
Conseguently, he felt that 2s the lead of the family h
he had to do what his mother wanted him to do. He
himself believed thet if he went to another center
thet he wuld be fo rced out.
Anot her thing that bothered him wss the fact

thet he was afraid that if he wert out to work he
would be drafted., When asked vhe ther he wes afre id
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of being drefted, his defense was: "Everybody's
afraid of the draft."

When asked whether he knew the chances he was taking
by remsining in Tule Lake, he replied tmt since the
WRA was so enxious to relocste ﬂedwle, he had & good
chance of lesving Tule Lake later. Mr. Cole, he ssid,
had told him that an énneal boerd would be set up next
July. He was fearful, however, that force might be
emnloyed in moving him to &snother center, and did not
possess the confidence that he wuld be able to resist
such a drestic step.
He kept repeating that he wags told that no

force would be used. "I've been shoved arcund

long enough; I'm not going to stand for it anymore,”

was the way he put it.
Evidently he was consid ering ® the pos sibility of being
sent to anot her center, eand asked the interviewer whe =~
ther he would be able to go to the center of his choice.
When told that this could not be assured him, he became
indi gnant and went back to the idea that he

to leave Tule Lake., He \(eelared:
o Yl
“I'm not\goin~ to leawe the ' place. I'll take
out/¥epstriatilon papeyx if it is pecessary.”

He wes/serft to the hearing bx/rd td regis ter for a

{ \ : :

1 s 1§ e / \ |

rehe gring. \ , 8
P B v

L)

.

He was willing to take the chance of being
deported, He was willing, also, take out rem-~
triation pnapers if that was the only way he could
stay here...?1'm not going t leave the place.

I'11 take out repatriat ‘on papers if they are
necessary,'" he declared....However, he really did
not want to return to Japan. He thought that common
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peonle like himsélf would not be sent baeck on the
exchange ship, and it was 2ll right with him if

he were sent back after the war. If he couldn't stgy
here vhere he wanted to, he would as soon return

to Jepan where he could.Rizexwherexkexwsmistxke.

He was sent to the hearing board to register for a re-

i
hes ring.,

1. Ibid. 8/21/43 #1

An examination of the proceeding and discussion
Surrounding segreg-tion hearings has shown the difficulty
of determining loyalty or disloyalty of an individual.
The fact that the cuestion was being determined in the

evacue es had
confines of a barbed-wired fence after =28x kmvime lost
the major prmportion of their mskake socisl snd econonic

made
steke in the country by the process of e scuation, EXE

the term "loyalty" a subject of mockery, resentment,

negativistic attitudes. On top of that the issue of
loyalty could not be separated from that of leaving or
staying in Tule Lake since loyelty status was to deter-
mine who were to be segregated. Only the ruling that
families wuld not be senaréited to some extent maide

it possible for gsome members of the family to decide
the loyaliy uestion on its own merit. Attempts on
the nart of the board to make loyalty the is sue, only
resulted in false declarations of "dislogmlty" to
safeguard the right to stay in Tule Lake. In add i-
tion, the issue of staying or leaving was entangled

by the belief tlmt those who went to another cent er
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woul d be xmXkmst forced to relocate and those of draft-
able gge would be drafted. Under these circumstances
segregation on the basis of "loyalty" could hardly be
expected. Xke Dr. Opler, the Community Analyst for

the ¥&&x Tule Lake WRA, for instance, declared that the
the whole proceduare of segregtion at lu}e Leke was
"just a lot of dice throwing,"” and pointi#ed to the fact

that the three indiv iduals on the pro jeet considered

to be "pro-~fascist'" were leaving for other cent ers.

1. Billiemelir, Op. 03t., Introduotion




Heyashida Cese

Interview sheet

Hayeshide,Mamoru Bob 2%16=-A  Femily # 28176

Hayashida, Koto Mother Yes
i Mamoru Head No

2 Kunio Frank Brother
- Kikuye Sister
it

Yorozu Brother

Segregation hear ing

Hayashida, Koto 2316-A August 1L, 1943
Alien. Did not register. Registering seemed unnecessary to her
because she plans to return to Japan with her daughter and son-
in lawe The son-in-law is very definite in his Japanese preferencees
Hayashida, Bob Mamoru
Americ;a1 citizen, Did not registere Reason--misunderstandinge
He thought if he registered he would have to leave the campe If
asked to register today--'"I would not register because now I know

the scores We had to sell our farm equipment for half price or less,

so now we have nothing to go back to or to build one. It looks

hopelesse. It will meen lots of hardship to get back where we weres

My mother wants to go back to Japan, she is not in good health.
I have to look after here I have no choice.” He has never been
to Japan. "I feel I have & better chance to build up in Japean.”

Recommendations

It is the opinion of this pamel that Koto Hayashida be retained
in Cless 2 and remain at Tule Lake.

/s/ Je Sheldon Lowery
* /s/ M. Cook

It is the consensus of opinion of this panel that Mamoru Bob

Hayashida was a loyal citizen prior to evacuation and that in his

heart he is still a loyal citizen but feels that he has lost prac-
tically all that he had and all that his father and been able to
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accumulate and that there is no future for him in America, He feels
that he is responsible for his mother's care and he will not shirk
the responsibilitye.

He has never been to Japan and is not familiar with the Japanese
way. He admits that all he knows about it is hearsay as told by
his parent and acquaintances. He is very much under the dominance
of the elder members of the familye.

It is the recommendation of this pamnel that he be removed from
Group 2 and placed in Group 3 and be permitted to leave this center

if he so desirese

/s/ J. Sheldon Lowery

/s/ li. Cook

Note to Welfare Section

This penel feels that Bob Mamoru Hayashida is very much under the
influence of his parent end brother-in-lawe Bob desires to remain
at this center with his mother as he feels his responsibility very
keenlye. If it is necessary to interview him will you please see
that the rest of the femily is not informed of this fact unless
it 1s absolutely necessarye

Welfare Interview

It is indicated by Segregation Board that mother and younger

children will rem2in in Tule lakee




Interview Sheet for Kyotani, Ishimatsu 2206-D (27640)

Kyotani, Ishimatsu head M=55

" Kumano wife F=40

b Ayame dau. F-19

" Gentaro son M-14
Segregation hearing for Kyotani, Ayame

She registered "no-no" because she was reared in Japan
and wishes to go back there., She spent twelve years there.

She speaks E:glish very well and Americaaked in dress
and action. She has been in the U.S. for about seven
years.

She tried to go back but was unsuccessful.

/s/ M.C. Gunderson
/s/ M.C. Cooke

Recommendation:

THs young lady returned to Japan when she was about
14 months @ld, remaining there about eleven years and spedd-
ing the last six or seven years in the United States.
She answered "no-no" to Question 28 and does not wish
to chang= her decision. As her education has been largely
in Jepan she wishes to return there as soon as pos-
sible, in fact would have asked for repatriation if she
had been afforded the opportunity. Her father and mother

and younger brother are cleared for removal to another

center and as there is no evidence of disloyalty to the

United States, we recommend that she bé removed with
her family to another center.
/s/ M. C. Cooke

/s/ M. C, Gunderson
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Social elfare Interview

Ishimatsu Kyotani is 111, Kumano M. Kyotani came in

for the interview.
Determined to remain here.

Reasons:

Prior and after evacuation Kyotani Ishimatsu is
under medical care. .

Ayame Kyotani had her hearing and stated that she
is planning to go back to Japan.

Her family is planning to go back to Japan as soon
as possible,
Health:

Ishimatsu Kyotaniis ill.

Referred to Social Medical Welfare.




Neka Cese

Interview Sheet

Naka, Yataro 32302-B  Family # 27520
Naka, Yataro Head M=57 No

Segregation Hearing

Naka, Yataro Are 57 %302-B 8316-43
Came here 190L-~back in 1921 and stayed 3 years.
Doesn's know if mother is alive or note
Has 1 younger brother and sister but isn't sure they are alivee
No plans on returning to Japan after the ware
He feels sympathetic to this country, has been here so long,
he is old and wouldn't care to go to Japan.
No property in Japan, isthe oldest son and has an obligation to
his family.
He didn't register--was mis-informed~--couldn 't understand English,
too many stories.
Will obey lews of UeS. and won't harm the war efforte.
He would be loyal to America and feels no ties to Japan.
Recommerdation: Be put on the removal 1list even though he did not
register. This was because he was misinformed and confused at the
time. He stated that he is definitely loyal to America and has no
ties with Japan.
/s/ Mertin P. Gunderson
7s/ Donald O. Jghnson

Social Welfare Interview

No choice.
Reasons:
At the time of heering he requested very strongly that he wants
to stay here and that he wants to go back to Japan. Was very disap-

pointed because of the intervreters fmisinterpretatione.

he result of t
and 'ni3 feeling,

he hear ing is entirely the opposite of his request
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Is going to stay here regardlesses

Remarks :

Hes e very Strong feeling in staying heree

He is the eldest son of his femily, therefore he has to go back

to Japen and teke the rein of his devoted familye




Masui Case

Interview Sheet

Masui, Ryuichi Femily # 29957

FAAEAL

Masui, Ryuichi
e Masano
Sachiko
Taiko
Hitomi
Midori
Takako
Temaki

Segregation Hearing

Sachiko Masui Avgust 15, 1943
I want to return to Japan since my grandfather passed away.
I must take care of hisbusiness and anyway my parents are return-
ing.
Where is your loyalty?" Japan I guessd I am not exactly bitters
I can still say "™o" cen't I?
We can stay here can't we?

We want to stick together (my cousins and I).

M y parents had ™o" down but the block Mgr. said to sign yes.

Conclusion: Born in America. Has never been to Je.an. Parents
have decided to go back to Japan a’ter the war; for this reasson she
signed "o " to this Question 28 duriyng registration. Committee is
convinced that her sympathiss are entir ely pro-American.
Recommendation: Be put on the removal liste
,(s/ Kenneth M Harkness
/s/ James He Forter

Social Welfare Interview

Mr. Mesui wishes to return to Jepan., He turned down an offer

for work on a Utah farm which indicates he does not desire to remain
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in UeS. Also he wanted to go to Japan on the last boat which de-

parted just before the ware
Saechiko Masui (daughter) expresses desire to return to Japan
with parents. It is obvious thet strong caremtal pressure was brought
to bear in bringing about the dec sion.
Recommendations
Case should be given further consideration in the event she

requests an appeal,




Kumagai Case

Interview Sheet

Kumegai, Toyotsugu Family # %8728
Kumagai, Toyotsugu Yes
Hatsumi
Floyd
Setsuko
Yoshimi
o Yooko

Segregation hearing

Toyotsugu Kumegai L2o1-D
Filled out rege form but did not answer #28 or #27 end did not signe
Does not wish to change.

Born UsS. 1907 Lived in Japan 1911-1928. Wishes to go to Jepan
end teke whole femily with him. Loyal to Japan.

One of the men who insisted in going to CCC cemp with Blk. L2
groupe A dull, stolid individual who is without doubt a factor
on the Blke. 42 case. Should be helped to return to Japane
Recommendation:

This men filled out registration Form 30La but did not sign
Question 27 and 28, B:fore completing the form the Bloek L2 trouble
arose and he tore up his sheet and insisted on being sent to the
CCC Camp with others from that block. He is & kibei who lived
éevenbem years in Japen end wishes to go there to live. He states
definitely he is lovel to Japan.

/s/ Harold S. Jacoby
/s/ Ce L. Norman

Social Welfare Interview

Segregation interview ssates that Mr. Kuymegai has expressed his

desire to take children to Jaran. See segregation hearing recorde.
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VIiI, Interviews

A. Introduction

One of the "eoncessions” to those who were considered
"loyal” and were being forced to move to ancther center
was the choice of centers to which they could proceed.
Those vwho were too iil to thove were also to be allowed
to stay upon certdfication by the medieal author it ies.,

: keeping
In keeping with the WRA policy ofxmochkxswkiikktimyx femilies
together wherever possible, members of the immediste
family of persons on the Segregation List were to be
@allowed to remein in Tule Lake if they so desired. The
Social Velfare Depertment of the project was assigned
the task of orgmnizing & system of interviewers to carry
out these necessary steps. A orew of aout thirty
. W A v
interviewers wese selected from among evsacuees, school

teachers} and workers from outside of the center who

l. School was closed during the segregation program.

were sent to eid in the segregestion program, Interview-
# 4 . =

ing centers were set up in recreationx halls in Blocks

13 ‘
6, X%, and 25, These centers were also employed for the
ourpose of answering cuestions and registering complaints/

concerning the segregation progrem.

2, A mre complete discussion of the interviewing
program and the problems of those leaving Tule Lake will
be discussed in another section. Here it will only be
necessary to touch upon the atiitudes of those who
remainedyin lule Lake.

/0% axie
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For the purpose of kk& this section femilies could
be divided into three types. The fi rst was the family
wherein all of the mem immediate members were all on the}
Segregation List. After their individual segregttion
hesrings, if none ®dxxgeEd in the family chenged their
stetus, it was allowed to remain in Tule Lake wi thout
any fzirther interviewing. The second was the family
in which some members were on the Segregstion List snd
others on the Removal List, This was the"split femily",
which had to appear for the interview to determine whe=-
ther the members on the Removal List would remsin in
“ule Leke with the rest of the fanily or not. A
relgively smll proportion of persons in split families
left Tule Lake, and the majority chose to remain behinad

without breaking up the femily unit. The third tvpe

of family was thst in which al1l members were on the

Removeal List. This type was interviewed primarily for
the purpose of making arrangements for lesving Yule
Leke. Of this type of families & noticeable number
indiceted in verious ways that they desired to remsin
in Tule Lake, These constituted the "resistance cases,"
and many of them eventuslly remained in the segregation
center, Interviews were held in family groups, and

1

generally one member of the family represented the whole

y
W 11

group. Bachelors were comsidered as one fanily gresp.
In this section we are concerned primarily with the

att itudes of those who remained in ‘nle Lake--those
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so-called
‘ in the split families and the/resistance cases.
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B. Split FPamilies

The predicament facimeg those on the Removal List
but with some members of the family on the Segregati on
List was often & difficult one. The decision to bresk
awgx up the family unfty by leaving the plro jeet was
up to him, s ince those on the Se€gregation List had already
mde their choice to remain in Tule Lake. The attitude
of the latter has already been exa ined, and here the
attention is focused on those on the Removal List, with
a choice of either staying wi th the family or leaving.
e xxsxkomxjorktyrafxkixosgxinxswgk  For Some the attrac-
tion to leave was great, and the vrospect of remaining
in Tule Lake was highly distasteful. Some were willing
to leave their families behind imxoxdex to Seck vwhat
they cansidered more desiraple., Caught in a dilémns,
others chose to remain with their family for the sake
of family unity. The strength of the family unity wes

through the segregstion program was
B demonstrated/to be‘'grest, -nd the majority of the so-
called split fanilies remained in Tule Lake as a unit.
Semexo fxkher faskors operzt Imgrinxthesexkeeistanswikk
kExexmmineRzx Obviously there were factors which
encouraged leaving the family, and other which tended

to make them remain. Hor those on t he Removal List

the cuestion of loyalty was no longer at stake, since

it was understood that they were rema ining in Tule
Lake in order to be with their fami ly. Hor many resi-

dents the issue of loyalty ahd been buried beheath

Other issues considered more pressing. With these individuals
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the basis for steying in Tule Lake could not be interpreted as
being beased on the loyalty issue. These constituted the

bulk of the individuels who were later denounced as being
"loyal" and therefore not belonging in a segregation

center. They became the unwented minority in Tule Lake

after segregstion. The d ivergent attitudes within the

split fanily will now be examined.

Por these on the Removal List the attractiomof
leasving Tule Laske were worth consider ing. Probably the
mogst obvious difference between Tule Lake and enother
center was thet movement out of “ule Lake was to be
greatly restricted. ZFor one thing, secasonsl leave from
the segregation center wes not going to be 2llowed, and
this meant that able working members would not be able
to supplement their earnings within the mro ject by
skexxt work furloughs to the outside where a sizable
savings could be earned in a short time. To wives with
a fanily to support and to the younger people who desired
to get a taste of the outside world this wes an imnor-
tant consideration. urs. Ishizuka, for instance, who
had a baby and snother on its way'and & rEImthgxkx young
Igsei for 2 husband, was inclined to belicve that it was
better to go to anothe r center if they were not xx going

to be forced out.l

1o Bupre,

Another important considerat ion was the possibility of
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leaving the center on indefinite leave. <This was esmpe-
cially true of the younger people, meny of whom were
leaving the pro jeet for schools and for jobs. To those
anxious to leave the pro ject leaving Tule Leke meant
IrExxzauraHeex®R escaping being conf ined in s virtwual
from Tule Lake
Jeil. Vhile Thexmmssthiikiyxef later reloca tion/thmwugh
an appeal was a procedure which had been official an-
namced, some believed that this would be at best giffi-
cult, and herhaps impossible for & long time. WRA offi -
cials, for instance, were inclined to be dubious that
once the segreemtion center max became widely known to

the public that it would allow & resident of the center,

even if he were "loyal" to leave it and be at large.l

1., #ttitudes of those Xmm¥img relochting will be
covered more thoroughly in another section{ to be written
for Volume II,

»

On the other hand, the mms= prospect of remaining
for some was a dismal one, This was again especially
true for the younger peopke, especially those who were

after segrepation
Americanized. Life within Tule Lake/could not be ex-
pected t o be the same as ImxwtixerxoExters it waes prior

to that program. Even though the tendency was for both

the administration amd residents generally to minimize

the difference between post-segreetion Tule Lake and

other centers, it was not di fficult for most Nisei to
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imagine some of the clanges that might teke nlace., for
one thing, many sXxkheritsegx femilies which had favored
regis tration were XmXexixxx leaving, so that those who
xErexXexExniggx hed few friends among those remahning
would be & minority among & large number of peovle with
vhon they had little in common, Some believed that Tule
Lgke would be filled with troublemakers from other centers.
They would bonsist, they imagined, of Kibei, baCheloré/
Issei, and other xxx troublemsking elenents of the com-
muni ty.” It was unevoidable that the Americanized Nisei
would become & small minority following segregation.
. et of

An examination of the nersons who left/their family
in Tule Lake and proceeded to snother center or to the
outside iddicates the type of persons Ffor whom there was
attraction to leave, Of a random sample of 16 split
families wkimhx in which at least one zember deoléred
willingness to leave Tule Lake 15 were Nisei. Ten were
males between the sges of 17 and £9, and five ket feme les

‘between 18 and £3. One was an old woman 80 years of

age who desired to leave her husband to join her children

in another center. In other words, it was the Nisei in
their late teens and twenties who were most sirongly
desirmous of leaving Tule Lake, even if they left their
femily there. This was the grou which was most likely
to desire to leave the »nro ject on seasonal work and on
indefinite leave, The larger proportion of males over
females was significent in that the fomer were more

independent of their femily and therefore more mobile
then the latter. These figures wefe indicative of
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the overall picture of families divided by segregation.

Very rarely did parents lesve their children in Tule

kkxexx Lake, There were a few examples in which hus-

bend and wife were senarsted. XEX R AR X DX X IR KX RS

Some of the mothers left their husband in order to

be with their children. (e.g. irs. idano end drs. Miyake.)
of gplit families

Yeveral example s/micki in which some members

rfxthrexfamikx Xfe left Tule Lake will be reviewed.

Sofye Family Bob wanted to leave Tule Lske, He

had registered "no," but after registration changed
his answer to "yes." He was 21 years of age, and &k
born in a family of six (or more) children. He had
a married sister in Colorado who was farming, and he

wanted to relocate there directly if he coald., He

hed learned of the possibility of being dxs® deferred

from the draft, if Nisei were drafted, if he were doing

essential farm work. He knew of a Caucasian in Colo-
rado who was willing to vouch for him as being an es-
"I don't want to stay in a place 1like this," he said.
sential worker. /Bob's father was definitely sgeinst
his leaving Tule Lake. Two things weiched on his mind.
He did not want to be cm sidered disloyal to Janan,
he deddared, and also he did not want to have his only
son drafted into the Amy. One of the daughters who
had just become 17 had been vrevailed unon by her
parents to regigster in the negative. However, vwhen
she went to check to sée why she was not called for a

hear ing, she wns told that there was no record of her

registratio n. The family was therefore pla ced on the
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Removel List, but Mr. Sofye insisted upon not leaving

Tule naKE.l

1, The family actually falls into the category of
resistance case, but is treatéd here to illustrate the
division in the family.

Bven at the mess table the father and son could be heard

arguing bsck and forth, The other children, all girls,
believed that it was better to leave Tule Lake. A
mirried sister (Dorothy Egi) thought that it was best
for the fanily to leave. X A girl still attending gram-~
school (Aiko
ﬂET/S&id that she wanted to leave Tule Lake because ghe
did not want to return to Japan. The mother's attitude
was most ambivalent. ©She sided with her.husband at
times, but when she seaw that Bob was determined to leave,
she believed that there was little thaty theyxxmmxia rest
of the family could do except follow him. X&h "Shiksta

ga nai ja nai no" (what can we do sbout it) expressed

her stand., Mr. Sofye, however, did not weaken in his
ingistence that the family could not lesve. 5Lob applied
for leave to Granade sefretly, and made arrangements to

. : v 1
have any noticesxsent to his place of work.”

. 9/n/43 #9
1. J. S. Journal 8/20/43 #7,/9/11/43 #1, 9/12/43 #14

Yagi Family oSadayoshi's decision to leave Tule

Lake was based &x& on a sense of responsibility. =XeEx
14

¥x He was the oldest of the/Yagi children, 31 years of

age. There were several boys of draftable age in the

family, some of the girls werec married, and others were
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doubted

still in grammar. He FIEXBXEEAXEIXXXE that the family
could make & mumforktahk¥s living if it returned to Japen,
s xhkex pxxenkexekaixgdx in spite of his father's insis-
tence tle t something could be worked out x® there. He
cleimed that the femily had an asset amounting to $50,000
or $60,000 in proverty and farm equipmemnt, which he
could keep alive by relocnting. After the war he would
be in & position to take care of the whole family, where-

In leaving his family
as if it returned to Japan it wuld have nothing. €
was thinking of the welfare of the whole family, he
disclosed to the block manager in his block, He was
teking with him his wife, his brothe r-in-lav,=xg Exs

X¥ktke and his wife and Exxidxemxx child. Hrx The elder

Yagi wag higchly indignent, and went around in the block

1
calling his son oyafukomono (unfilisl).

1. J. 8. Journal 9/20/43% #4, 9/21/43 #6, #10,

R ; L
Tanabe FPamily  Kazuko wished she had more influence

l., cee pages

over her father. xeExkmixkxemxeimsrrxkoxkexx Exxxfakirr
He seemed to have & wall between himse.f &and other people,
and now he was being stubborn. He insisted on not moving
from Tule Lake because he feared that if the family did,
it wouléd be forecd to relocete. On the other hand, Zazuko
could not think of staying with her par ents. oche had
agssociated only on superficisl terms with Nisei, and

had mostly Caucasian friends prior to evacuation in
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Merysville., ZPEmexzomexkx She had been guite misereble
in the camp, and for some time now she had wanted to
relocate. She did not feel that she could stand living
in Tule Lake after segregation. Her varents were will-
ing to allow her to relocate. This was especially in
view of the fact that her sister, #Lazuye, was attending
college in Salt Lake City, end they did not want to
have one daughter alone on the outside., By mutual con-
sent, th ereore, Kazuko made plans to relocate directly
to 8alt Lake City. ©5She had tried to make her parents

see the wisdom of goihg to Topaz, where the children

could at least visit them occasionally. Mr. Tanabe

insistéd on staying. irs. Tanabe vac idlated between
siding wi th herfhildren and her husband. At one time
she had thought that it was wiser to be in Topaz, and
take her children's word that the WRA did not intend to

force anyone to leave the center. Qn the other hand,

Sshe was incl ined to believe -that her husband wes right.

o) RExEimgtxk
weptember 10 she was saying:

At first 1 wanted to po out, but after hearing
of neople I don't want t ny more.  They
Fher center it's not
€ 0l1d and I can't work
£ There are some people
who say ths T you go to another center
you don't hs o g0 out, but we can't tell. There
is talk th Rter next June you can't stay in a
€ all rumor, of course, and you
you begin to believe them all.
here now.
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‘ In July she wes saying:

Pespa and I didn't register becaus € he was
afraid tet if we registered vwe may be forced to
leave this place some time in the futwe, 1
can't work because of my health. And he says that
he's too 0ld now to go out and work on a farm
like other people. He's efraid that if he should
go out, people on the outside will be unreceptive
to Japanese and he'll be uneble to make & living.
Whet I'm most concerned about is to have my chil-
dren close to us. 4azuko and Kazuye may live in
the city and we may have to live in the country,
but at least we'll be able to see each other, Illay-
be there's a possibility thet we can go to & dis~
loyal camp until our children get ready to call
ns out, I don't know. The children think that we
should register, and so do I. They've talked to
papa, .but he won't listen to them. I wish there
were someone who could reelly explain things to
him and assure him thet those who are considered
loyal will not be forced to go out. I don't think
that Americe would do such a thing as to force
a person out when he was not able to make & living
on the outside.

In September her stand had changed, and she was inclined
to believe that her husbsend was right:

At first I wanted to g out, but sfter hearing
a lot of peonle I don't want to any more. They
tell me that if we go to another center it's not
coing to be so good. Ve're old and I can't work
if I'm forced to =0 out, ExkxwExxxr There are some
people who say that even if you go to another cen~
ter you don't have to go out, but we can't tell.
There is talk that after next June you can't stay
in 8 center. It may be &all rumor, of cairse, and
you can't do & thing if you begin to believe them
all, But T don't want t> leave here now,

The 0ld counle stayed in Tulie Lake, while £azuko relocated

to Salt Lake City.t

1. Ibid. 7/19/43 #6, 9/10/43 #1, 9/11/43 #4
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Matsuds Family Jim's break with his family dated

back to the registration imsue. At that time he had been
considered an educated lad who could furnish the younger
people in the block with proper supervision. ¥x The
three children in the fanily lad kEem spent their chilé~-
Rood dsys in Japan., Jim hed returned to this country

at the age of about 1&. His parents wwme® were fruit
Parmers in “lacer County, but wented to have their chil=-
dren have the advantage of a good education, Jim went
to college, and learned to speak English with sope
fluency. He then entered an aeronautical school, for
which his parents were willing to pay expenses. At

the time of registration,fxmxkmaxdrmkardxkiat the family
was living in Werd V, where the opposition to the
program had been great. Jim decided that for his own
future welfare he should leave Tule Lake to get some

training on the outside. His youngex bro ther wasg out

{

of the camp_aﬁtalding college. / His a@rent / and hi%///

/ 1 ; - ¥ \-‘ ey v;‘
sister tgok ouf repiyrlathn papers, axd his father

refuse{/to cancell them. He\

\

He seid:

"I1f there's goibg to be a split in my family,
I ean't help it. I can't help 4%, I can't g
alone with them now because my whole future is
at stake, I want to do the things thaet I should
be doing. I should have gone out long ago when
I had job offers, not exactly what I wanted, but
something I could have done."

1., Ibid. 7/£1/43 #4
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He refused to repatriate, and ® throw away his future.

had
His father was sdemant. He/threatened to 4i sown

Jim if he had answered "yes" to Question 28, and con-

seqguently 7im had sxzwxrx registered but answered in

the negative. ‘e XERTEEERLERXK regretted this stepx

and the next day attempted to have his answer chenged,

but discovered that he ¥® had to go through cumbersome

procedures. His father was furious when he learned

that his son was considering working as an engineer

neighbors

in & war industry. At a time when EERXREEKRE were
.criticizing those who left the project on farm work,

he declared, he could not have s memb er 0of the famhly

helping the war industry. His mother was &n intro-

vert and under the dominstion of his father. She

was Willing to go to another center, but was not able

to influence her husband to her way of thinking.

People in the block began to say that education hadn't

done Jim much good. One Kibei said: IXkmxxixgxthmixI

axk J JI'm glad thet I quit going to school early.
At lesst the people have some respect for me now.yl

Jim cesgsed attending block meetings, and gave up argu ing
with his father., He waited quietly for the day of his

denarture.l

/
8/’4&‘: fjd
Ipid. 7/21/43 #4 A\ 9/11/43 #1, 9/31/43 #3
l.7# More complete 'case history of Jim can be written
for Volume II.
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fore ot belonsing in & segre-

gation center.~They becume the uiﬁénf@ﬁiﬁingiﬁy in

Tule Leke after Segregation.

e

The vast ma jority of those faced with the choice
of remaining in Tule Lake with their family or leaving
chose to stay. The number of families split by the
segregation program into different centers was relatively
small. 8f A ramdom sample of 115 split fenilies inter-
Yiewed zmxxomr showed 99 or 86 per cent remsining as one
unit., When the split femilies were to be interviewed,
some of the interviewers had expect?giolent conflicts
between members of the family at the interviews. Actually,
in most cases the answer was simply that the whole
femily hed decided to remain in Tule Lake, Some attemp
was made by some Cauceasian interviewers to encoursge
individusl members of the family to relocate, but generslly
witheux little effect.

Some ‘

¥axxy of the femily members dn the Removal List
were glad to be able to stay in Tule Lake. The fact
thet they had members of the family on the Segregation
List meant that they had ®f thé choice of remaining
in the segregation center. This was especially true
of parents who had recgistered--and most aliems regi s-
tered in the affirmat ive--and desired to stey in
Tule Lake., This was also true of children who did
not want to leave the center, and was able to stay

without being cmsiderecd"disloyal" or bresking eny

regulation., It was already revealed in the section
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on hearings that individuals declared themselves "dis-

loyal" in order to accomnodate other members of the
peo ple

family. lany Ramik¥kex were greatly concerned over

their "loyalty" status until they were informed that

if they possessed a family member who was on the Segre-

gation List, they would be a2llowed to remain in Lule

Uy

Lake. BStill others were still anxious, and took steps
to insure being allowed to stey in Lule Lake., A Kibei
who had registered in the negative, related ®iksxz the
attitude of his parents, who haed registered in the affir-
mative:
iy parents are going to take out repstristion
papers this afternoon because they wamt to make
sure that they can stay here....They can't sit still

until they do soget&ing about it to make sure that
they can stay here.

1. J. 8. Journal 7/30/43 #5

Others showed that their primary reason for stay-
ing in Tule Lake was the belief that the fanily unity
should not be broken. Parents generglly nreferred to
stay if their children remained in Tule Lake. Hus-
bands and wives generslly kept together in the center.

older :
It was among the/children on the Removael List that
: dany
exnertenced the greatest amount of vacillation. XmmE
of them did not want to stay, but d4id so because they
believed thet it was their duty to be with their family,

One married girl recuested that she, her hugband , and

baby be allowed to stay with her parents, who were




