


MEMO

July 18, 1945

In conversation with Mrs, Gracia D* Booth this morning, we  
discussed the probable division of work and time here in t he office.

We agreed that it is undesirable to lay down any hard and fast  
divisions between the Congregational Committee work  and the Fair  
Play Committee work, but that both Mrs. Booth and I would fit into  
the work of the other in such ways as might seem desi rable as we  
go along.

At the same time, it seemed best that we should have some  
basis for planning work to be done and expenses inv olved. The Fair  
Play Committee is to contribute |50.00 a month towa rds the office  
expenses continuing on from May* that is, paying for June, July, etc,  
at least until September. It was pointed out that the ro om rent  
for this office is $30.00 a month and it was suggested th at perhaps  
one-third of this might be a fair share of the Fair Play Co mmittee.
The telephone bills run $20.00 a month or more and tha t perhaps  
one-half of this $ould be the minimum which was used by the Fair  
Play Committee, Also, it was suggested that on this basis that  
perhaps one-fourth the Secretary* s time for direct Fair Pl ay Committee  
business world be as much as would be fair* Of course, i t is expected  
that there will be some things which are both Fair Play and Congr e�
gational Committee responsibilities which would not b e counted in  
this one-fourth.

Nothing was specifically agreed upon as to the use of mim eograph  
and paper. Presumably, small amounts of mimeographing might be done  
as part of the office work and on the time of the Secr etary. Larger  
amounts involving 100 or more copies would presumably  be made at the  
expense of the committee concerned. As before, postag e would be paid  
by the committee involved and stationery provided a s heretofore or  
as may he agreed upon for any specific mailing.

As in the past, each committee will have its own supplies of  
literature and any considerable use or distribution  will be handled  
in accordance with the policy of each committee as to w hat is paid  
for and what is distributed free of charge.
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PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY 
Southern California Branch

875 So* Manhattan Place 3 ^ l£-
Los Angeles 5 ^  ^

MEMORANDUM TO HCMER D. CROTTY

On Wednesday» November 28th» Mrs. Thayer, Mrs. Scot ty Tsuchiya and I 
spent the day visiting the F.P*H»A. projects for re turning Japanese at the Lomita 
Air Strip and at USegundo*

In Lomita, a city of 811, we found the women eager to share their worries 
with us. At that time this one particular unit of a bout 200 people had been without 
hot water for many days, and with no water at all i n that unit for the last three or 
four days. Seeing the lines of snow white clean clo thes we found upon inquiry that 
these women had carried them to another laundry roo m in another unit several blocks 
away, had washed there and carried them back to han g on their own clothes lines.
When in complete repair there are at best, in this unit, only three sets of laundry 
tubs to accommodate 200 people. All water for drink ing, bathing babies, shrubbing 
floors, etc«» must be carried from this central was hroom to each of their barracks, 
often quite a long distance*

In the washroom there is only one stationary ironin g board for the use of 
all these women and there are no facilities for iro ning in their barracks rooms. And 
there are approximately 300 children in school whos e clothing must be kept washed and 
ironed.

One of the women’s latrines had three toilet seats,  one of which had been 
constantly out of repair, leaving only two which we re usable. There were also five 
wash basins and five shower jets in a small unparti tioned corner room. On one side of 
the men’s latrine next door the women have access t o three more toilet seats and ap�
proximately the same number of shower jets.

Those mothers who must make up baby formulas daily and the sterilizeX^a^y 
bottles must all walk over to the kitchen of the bi g mess hall which is centrally 
located to get this task done. They try to heat wat er to warm the baby bottles on 
the small smelly oil heaters in their barrack rooms , but it is a slow process at best. 
Another problem with which they are trying to cope is the making up of school lunches 
for the children early each morning,/^s the childre n must walk approximately two miles 
to school which necessitates an early start.

In Lomita there are both barracks and trailer type housing units. In the 
barracks rooms there is only a cot for each person with a pad or thin mattress and two 
or three army blanketiAj Jthe light bulb in the cei ling and a small oil heater— that’s 
all— no chair, cupboard or chest for putting away cl othing. No table, mirror or floor 
covering of any kind. In one ’’home” which we visit ed the mother was quite concerned 
about the unusually large holes and cracks in the f loor which made it really impossible 
to heat this room in which there were four cots, a small eurtained-off corner for 
clothing and two old wooden packing boxes upturned for table upe* Her thin faeed 
nine or ten-year old daughter who must be kept abso lutely t±3gj&and off her feet all 
of the time because of her heart condition, occupie d one cot. Bitterly the mother and 
her next door neighbor reminded us of the homely bu t comfortable furniture which their 
husbands had made in the relocation centers but whi ch they were not allowed to bring 
along to the projects. They said they had been assu red that everything they needed 
would be furnished here and that these quarters wou ld be far more comfortable than 
their center homes had been* They said they were to ld that they could have their 
furnit lire shipped to them only when they had relo cated once again out of these housing 
projects into permanent homes.



The trailer houses while cramped and close and much  smaller are, neverthe�
less newer, cleaner and have built-in tiny cupboard s and tidf  small folding table with 
two folding chairs to each* However, they are not c onnected up with water and in 
neither the barracks^or the trailers can hotplates be used. Wistfully the older folks 
spoke of their longing to be able to make a cup of tea between meals or a hot dringi; 
at bedtime or to heat something once in a while for  a sick or ailing person.

In one over-crowded but spotlessly clean trailer ho me we found a slender 
young mother with a patient smile but tired eyes wh o kept saying that if she only had 
a hotplate she could easily feed her brood of five and their father much better food 
on less than $6*00 per day which they are now spend ing at the mess hall. The average 
cost, they tell us, is about ¡ll.OO per day for adu lts— half price for tiny tots. This 
little family occupies two trailers for which they must pay $ a month rent, plus
a §5.00 security deposit on each.

As we were preparing to leave we heard a rumor to t he effect that a lone 
elderly widow of 67 had died the day before without  medical attention. Immediately we 
proceeded to the project office to check this story . The project manager told us that 
a Mrs. Takahashi who had lived in one- barracks roo m with three other elderly widows 
had passed away the morning before. She had been un der the weather for some time and 
her three old lady friends wished to call in a doct or from Lomita but she had objected. 
Finally, however, as her condition rapidly grew wor se one of them went to the project 
manager and asked that a doctor be called* Unable t o come immediately, the doctor 
sent out a nurse who was there in 20 minutes, but M rs. Takahashi had died before she 
arrived.

We went to the barracks room and talked with one of  the old ladies who told 
us essentially the same story adding that Mrs. Taka hashi had steadfastly insisted that 
no doctor could help her because she was suffering from a long time bladder condition 
and knew how to take care of herself and was sure i t would "pass off in a few days." 
Apparently she caught cold and complications set in .

In this case we found no evidence of negligence on the part of the camp 
director —  there could be no doubt, howe.veijv that  the cold floors, her feeble efforts 
to prepare properly the special diet ' I^i^r case on the little oil heater, and the 
general lack of comfort, did not help her toward re covery.

Had there been a resident nurse on the project or e ven a visiting physician 
coming in occasionally, the seriousness of her illn ess might have been detected earlier 
and she might have had a fighting chance to live. A fter all, she was only 67. Her 
husband passed away October 13th in the relocation center just before they were to 
leave for Los Angeles and she was all alone.

At ElSegundo we found mostly elderly unattached men  and women, most of whom 
are ill, crippled, blind or bedf^ast. We stood by o ne cot where lay 86 year old Mrs. 
Hindo who had just been brought in from the Los Ang eles Union Station where she had 
arrived all alone and unattended from Rohwer Center  with no other Japanese on the train. 
She lay there sleeping the sleep of complete exhaus tion. This was Wednesday and she 
was bound for her home in Hawaii on a ship supposed  to be leaving over the week end.
No luggage checks could be found in her purse and s he had no change of clothing or night 
clothes. Since she neither spoke nor understood Eng lish, we wondered how she made her 
wishes known on the train, or if she simply lay in her berth unfed and uncared for on 
that long train trip.

In this same room a few days before we had stood be side the cot of a of 
about 65 who was suffering from cancer of the stoma ch. In the Center he had been cared 
for in a hospital, but with the closing of the Cent er he had been re-evacuated to a
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barrack room at USegundo and with no one to care fo r him but bis tiny wife who had been 
under the doctor’s care for a nervous condition* Sh e was endeavoring to keep him com�
fortable and since special food was not prepared in  the mess hall for anyone, she was 
trying to buy the kind of food he ought to have and  preparing it on a little oil heater 
beside the cot# They had been in El Segundo for sev eral days when we first saw him, but 
today we learned that he had just been removed to a  hospital#

In the adjoining room we found four cot beds, no ch airs at all, and four old 
men all needing nursing care oh/attention in one way or another. One old fellow ha d his 
left leg off at the hip— the result of an accident w hile working on the railroad here in 
California# Another was almost helpless from senili ty and lay quietly on his cot all 
the time# The third one had absolutely no control o f any bodily functions and could 
only move about as two persons held him up and he s huffled his feet along in short, 
jerky motions#

On the cot next to him, with not more than two or t hree feet of space in be** 
tween, sat a sweet-faced^blue eyed snowy-haired man  of 84 who managed to keep himself 
neat and clean# He is the son of a Japanese father and a Sweedish mother# He was 
born in New York City and never lived in Japan, and  is a veteran of the Spanish-American 
War# With no chairs (at that time) he, like the oth ers, must either lie down on hie 
cot all day or just sit on the edge with no support  for his tired old back# Someone 
brings him his food. He has no clothing at all othe r than the thin blue cotton pajama 
suit which he had on and white cloth bedroom slippe rs. He was evacuated from Sawtelle 
Veterans’ Home and is hoping to be returned there s oon#

In another long barrabks b ind ing we found twenty so me cots on which sat or 
lay elderly men who each pay $10*00 i*er month for a cot and an initial security deposit 
of $5*00# This single long one-room barracks brings  in $200*00 or more rent, plus 
$100*00 in deposits, which will be returned unless an Army blanket is lost or ruined in 
some way or if some harm comes to one of the cots o r mattresses#

All alone in another tiny room a middle-aged blind man sat hour after hour 
on the edge of his cot before the open door, his si ghtless eyes lifted toward the sky, 
his hands quietly folded in his lap.

+ The camp proper is divided by a paved thorofare whi ch each old person, no 
matter how slow, how bent or helpless, and each chi ld must cross three times a
day if he eats at the mess hall# At the time of our  visit there had not yet been put 
up any stop or slow-up signs to protect them from t he speeding card and trucks» which 
turn off here to avoid the heavy traffic of the mai n highway running beside the camp# 
The mess hall itself, a former roadside inn, is muc h more cheerful than those in the 
other projects.

In a stucco house nearby with toilet and bath facil ities we found some of 
our most helpless old people, up in feheiw-eigh yea rs or bedridden# One couple in their 
eighties who had first come to Lomita had been tran sferred over here - the wife is 
totally blind, completely helpless, and with no con trol of her bodily functions. She 
must be cared for l u e  her husband just like a baby#

In another room we found Mrs. Fujii, a very bad art hritis case whom we had 

also met in Lomita and who must be cared for consta ntly by her husband, although she 
moves around a bit on crutches.

In the larger living-room we found a number of cots , one occupied by an 
elderly white haired mother who’se^Simbs seemd para lyzed. She was injured in a fall 
in Bowher Center and does not walk at all# She and her husband brought "her , daughter

and son-in-law, with three grand-children, are expe cting to sail for Hawaii on the boat
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leaving over the w e e k - e n d 'back home in time for Chr istmas they said! A  resident 
nurse, warm-hearted and sympathetic was just goin^ on the job that day and a small 
but adequate first-aid room with medical and nurs«^ *supplies was being fitted out 
under the sponsorship of the American Friends Servi ce Committee.

Fifty-eight unattached, elderly men, most of them n eeding medical attention and nursing 
care, were due to arrive at ElSegundo on Monday, De cember 3d— the residue from Rohwer. 
It is expected that 200 or more will be housed at E lSegundo soon.

We were told that Hillcrest Sanitarium has approved  the dismissal of a 
sizable number of patients who cannot leave because  there is no place for them to go. 
These men eannot do full-time hard work but most of  them are able to do some sort of 
part time work at least and so assist in their own support.

From our careful observations in these two camps it  would seem that several 
things need serious consideration:

1* The question of continued funds for relief after  the WRA is out of the picture.

2. Relocation job placement interviewers on the pro ject. The expense of going to and 
fro between the projects and the WRA offices is pro hibitive for many.

3* Chairs - chairs - chairs and more chairs in ever y housing projeetjp.

4. The use of hotplates in barracks and trailer hem es, especially for mothers with
young babes and for old and bedfast people.

5. Special diets for those who need them,prepared at  the mess hall.

@. Slow-down or stop signs to protect those crossin g the highway from their barracks 
to the mess hall at ElSegundo.

w ’?* Last, but perhaps most important, resident nur ses in every project and a visiting 
doctor on regular days - and perhaps a clinic.

Should one school child bring home measles, whoopin g cough, or scarlet fever, especially 
to Lomita, the situation could sky-rocket to epidem ic proportions in no time, and under 
the comfortless, almost primitive living conditions  into which this final evacuation 
has forced these people, much unnecessary suffering  and many deaths could result. At 
best, no one, however husky, can be "comfortably il lw in these camping out project 
quarters.

We sincerely believe that the War Relocation Author ity still have has a terrific on-going 
responsibility for this, their own burden of disloc ated humanity, for many months— nay 
years to come— how can they slide out from under.’

Respectfully submitted,

Mrs.Gracia D. Booth, Executive Sec., So.Calif. Bran ch

Mrs .Maynard Force Thayer, Chairman, Pasadena FairP lay

Committee


