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FEBRUARY 2, 1944

FIRST MEETING WITH JOE KURTHARA

/ Joseph Yoshisuke Kurihara was berm em Kauai Island in X8 1895,

. ~__. In 1915 he had come to California and in 1917 he had enlisted
in the U. S. Army and served with an occupation unit in Germany. At the
outbreak of World War II he was working as navigator on a tuna fishing boat.
In January of 1942 he tried to enter the merchant marine but was refused.
He then tried to obtain employment in two shipbuilding firms but was again
refused. He wrote the following account of his encounter with the port
master of San Diego:

"1 went to See the Pont Master in San Diego to get a permit

to sail the sea. Seeing that 1 was a Japanese, he said, Np permit for

any Jap. We argued awhile. Losing his temper he said, "Get out on

1'2e throw you out." So T told him,'Say, officer 1 wore that uniform
when you were stikL unborn. 1 served in the U. S. Aumy and gought
fon democracy. 1 may be a Jap in feature but 1 am an American.

Understand!’ 1 saw §ine in his eyes, but he had no futher wonds %o

say." (Thomas and Nishimote. 1946:367.)

‘Mr. Kurihara was one of the volunteers who went to the Manzanar
Relocation Center to prepare the camp for the main body of evacuees who
were to follow later.

"In spite of my experiences in Los Angeles, T was sETiLE optimistic
enough to think and believe that, soon, the citizens amongsi us would be
gdven A?’n?x,e kind of consideration, and not just herded about Like prisoners
04 war," L

As optimism was replaced by a deep feeling of grievance, Mr. Kurihara
became an outspoken critic of the WRA administration. He also denounced
the Nisei leaders of the Japanese American Ctitizens League, who, he felt,
were meekly submitting to injustice. When one of the Nisei leaders at
Manzanar was beaten and his accused assailant jailed, the residents of
Manzanar staged a demonstration which culminated in the project director's
calling in the army. Kurihara and several other men suspected of being
agitators were arrested. He was sent first to Moab and later to Leupp

citizens

FOOTNOTE 1. 7 Mamy of the Japamese American interiewed by me in 1931-1982

told me that for months after the evacuation they had expected that, as

American citizems, they would shertly be xskicesmix released.iykg]
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isolation camps. Transferred to Tule Lake as a segregant in December of
1943, he was, at first, placed in the stockade by the army. Mr. Best,
the project director intervened, and Kurihara was released from the
stockade into the "Tule Lake Colony". .

During his confinement at Moab and Leupp, Kurihara had written several
articles denouncing the evacuation, the living conditions in the centers,
and the treatment of the Nisei by the U. S. government. [He had sent one of
these articles to The Saturday Evening Post and Collier's, but it was
rejected. Mr. Robertson ~&h@-man who had’advised-me-to«take-awpoliteman

)E§ Tather than a soldier.with-me) had suggested that he send it to Dr. Thomas,
S

head of the Evacuation and Resettlement Study.]#

.
v

I made my last call on February 2 on Joe Kurinara. ne was in a
large barrack room with two other men. The barrack was extraordinarily
neat and I received an impression of business<like order. With its tables
holding neatly stacked papers, well-made cots and suspended lights, the
room might have been a well-kept army-afficers' quarters. One young man
was reading a newspaper spread out on a table. Kurihara, a short, slightly
bald, stocky man was extremely polite — politer ' than any other individual
I met at Tule Lake. He invited me to be seated. I told him who I was,
told him how much the study had appreciated his paper and said I was glad
to meet a man of his honesty and ability. As best I could, I described the
aims of our study. I mentioned that Mr. Robertson had spoken highly of
him and we agreed on the sterling quality of Robertson's character.

"That is one man 1 neatly respect," said Mr. Kurihara.

Sensing that Mr. Kurihara would approve of a direct approach I
explainedYour study, in attempting to get a true picture of developments
in relacation centers, naturally had difficulty in getting data from those
individuals who were at the core of activities and that therefore any
material from this source was of inestimable value. Anything that he would
be kind enough to write for us would be received with gratitude and would
be kept confidential.

Kurihara had not known that we had received his article. Fixing
me with a steady gaze he asked me point blank why I personally had liked
his article. Taken aback, I said just what I thought. I said that
honesty shone out of it and that I admire honesty. I said that I also
realized that anyone who would make the statements he did must be very
courageous or else crazy. He smiled. He then said that since he had

- been in Tule he had been watching, thinking, and studying. He would
be glad to write an article on Tule Lake but needed time to get the truth
and state it properly. I gave him the Study's address on a piece of paper.
He said he would memorize it and then burn the paper. We shook hands
again and I left.

2. /For additional information about Mr, Kurihara, see Themas ang X{gg{mono
’

"The Speilage," pp. 363-370, Michi Weglyn, "Years of Infamy," pp, 132-3

% = oy ; .
Mr. Rebertson had been Preject Director at the Leupp isclation camp and

subsequently became Assistant Preject Directer in charge of Operatiens

Division at Tule Lake, 7
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MARCH 15, 15LL

TALK WITH MR. KURIHARA

/ Ou my second visit te Tule Lake (March 14-23, 19&&12

- Wil 4:“ I found Kurihara cordial and courteous as before. I had read his article
and was able to comment intelligently upon it. He said he had sent his first
article (which we have) to the Saturday Evening Post and to Collier's, but they
fiad refused to publish it. He said he could understand their feelings, since
this is a time of war. He expressed himself as willing to answer any questions
I asked. '

I asked if the inu he had remarked upon in his paper were as serious a
danger as his statements implied:

The Administration absolutely ought to refuse to listen to them.
Any person accused by any so-called inu, if a trial is held and the inu presents
the case before them all and shows the person was guilty, then I think it would
help to discourage the inu. I believe the inu are working here with the Admin-
igtration to a great extent. ,

It is known throughout the camp that the inu gave away the Negotiating
Committee (of the Daihyo Sha Kai). They sell their soul for a few pennies.
They make my blood boil.

The majority of the inu are now comsidered persons of low character. On
the other hand, we have a lot of loyal people here. Probably they are here for
the Administration to make use of them. The Administration didn't have a place
to send them till there was room in the other canmps. At present there are 400 old
Tulean  loyal families here. That probably means about 16 hundred people.l

In every case the Negotiating Committee who were elected even by a few hun-
dred people must be considered the. legitimate representatives of the people.
When I acted as one of the -members of the Negotiating Committee in the Manzanar
incident, we were selected by the kitchen workers. They recognized us as their
representatives. There were quite a number of block leaders attending the meet-
ing. They also agreed to recognize us as the Negotiating Committee. We nego-
tiated with Mr. Merritt. He agreed. But when things went wrong and the
shooting occurred, they (the Administration) said the first Negotiating Committee
was not the representatives of the people. If we weren't, why did they negotiate
with us?

£ L @skea nr. KUrinara wnav ne thougnt er .. Ceordinating Committee and

was astonished at his respomse./

Among those seven are several people whose record és so black that I even
, flatly refuse to talk to them. My profession is a public accowntant. I nearly
| ‘sent him (Yzmmmeanmi) to jail for defrauding the company of $40,000 dollars. They
' have to use force 1f they want to stay in their positions. There are others too.

/TT (Later, the Relocation Planning Division of WRA estimated the number of "loyal"
"~ Tuleans at 1,100. See Thomas and Nishimoto (1946:104, 104n.)/
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The Administration doesn't know their past. If they find out, they should be
dismissed.

The Administration is making use of the people in the Co-op. They are very
much hand in hand with the Administration now.

Right now the Co-op is in a sad spot in this camp. The Co-op is charging
an exceedingly high price. It isn't necessary for them to charge such high
prices. Prices in some cases are so high it seems ridiculous. They have a
mop - worth 15 cents, even today it could not be worih more than 25 cents at
Woolworths. They are charging 55 cents. For an aluminum teapot which used to
cost 25 cents and is probably worth 50 cents now, they are charging $1.25.

Fish - the market price at that time (pre-evacuation) was 19 cents a pound;
they are selling it at 65 cents a pound. They are simply robbing the Japanese
here. The prices of things are so high and the cost of operations is so cheap;
rent is cheap, they have such quantity, they pay such little salaries; there is
no reason prices should be so high. :

Before the war, shoyu (soy sauce) imported from Japan used to cost $1.75
cents a gallon. Here for ordinary shoyu they charge $2.15 to $2.85 cents a gallon.

ik vwee o/
Arrival of peepte from Leuppd:
I

We arrived here December 6.. We were to be transferred in October. They had
trouble here and they kept us in Leuppé till further notice. We left there
December 2 and got here December 6. We were put in the stockade and released
the 9th. The trouble was here way before.

They comnected me with the start of the trouble (strike of October and
November 1943) here while I was in Leupp4. It was in the San Francisco Chronicle.
I wanted to know the facts. Best, Robertson, Colonel Mesk and Austin were there.
I said if I were the instigator of the trouble here while I was in Leuppg, I
should be a general.

\

kkkkkkkkkk

(At this point one of Kurihara's room-mates came in. I explained my pre-
sence and he joined the conversation. Evidently the fact that Kurihara trusted
me was sufficient for him.l)

Kurihara's Friend:

Af'Mbab, before we went to Leuppé, Best never talked to us for a week. When
he did see us he always had a soldier with a Tommy gun at his side.

Public Meetings:

There are no public meetings allowed here now. But in Manzanar it was for-
bidden to hold public meetings in Japanese. When Mr. Best was in Leupp¢ I
suggested that if he permit the Japanese to hold an open forum and give them a
chance to express their thoughts it would help. He said, "I'm going to do every-
thing they want." But he changed his mind.

A. (I was surprised because usually, when I was talking with Japanese Americans
I knew, an unexpected visitor would either leave or would say little or
nothing.) / 3
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Theft of Rice:

If we Japanese see a man commit a crime, we like to see him punished. These
people who stole the rice deserve to get the full penalty. (Kurihara agreed that
public sentiment would have supported severe punishment of the boys who attacked
Dr. Pedicord. Other evacuees have concurred in this opinion.)

Mr. Best:

The first fault with Mr. Best is that he yesses too quick. I found that
out in all my conversations with him. Before I complete my conversation, he

says "Yes, I know; Yes, I know." I'd like to know what he knows because I haven't
completed the sentence.

And a man thinks he has made a promise. Two weeks will pass and he doesn't
do anything. Two weeks later you go back and he Yesses you again. Unless people
have eyes to see and observe him properly, they will always take it for granted
that he made the promises. I moticed that in Moab and in ‘Leuppé.

/ At our first meeting im February I had suggested that Mr, Kurihara might
Exaxm wish te write a paper for the =kmmy Evgcuation and Resettlement Project
exx about his first impressicmns of Tule Lake. He gave me the paper he had

prepared.7

Kurihara added that he had written a page on Mr.

. Best which he intended to insert
in the paper he had written for us. But he had thought better of it and had re-
moved it. I did not think it wise to urge him to give it to me at this time.
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7A yvery repulsive sight greeted us as we approached Tule
it was the sight of the numerous watch towers 1lining the

pexiroter of the camp. I felt as if we were a bunch of real crim-
inals about to be impounded, Since we have renounced our allegi=-
ance to this cougtry, thereby depriving ourselves of our right to
| demand a fair play, yet somehow elther by instinect or through na=-
\ tural inelination, I felt that we must speak for our right and a~
bolish this great injustice. Those inalienable rights which were
inherited at birth were so indelibly imprinted on my mind I could
not help but feel so even after I have knowingly renounced my lo-
yalty. 1 am sure others must have felt the same gsince I have heard
them cursing and swearing vengence.

My feelings were further aggravated as we neared the
gamp. Though I have read about the high fences being erected,
while at Leupp, my imegination seemed to have failed in its proper
gconception because the fences in reality are much higher and more
eruel, both in construction and in appearance. I did not bel leve
they were built so high and with meshed wires similar to those used
at San Diego Zoo. Why even the gorillas with tremendous strength
were held helpless captives, and when men of inferior strength were
caged in like a bunch of wild animals made me feel terribly irrita-
ted, Unconciously I too have sworn to avenge this injustice some
day . )

Topping everything which tends to rouse the ire of the
internees are the searech lights beaming throughout the camp, wateli~
ing us through the wee hours of the night as if we were incorrigible
murderers. Have we not been the most law-abiding people in the past?
Why must we now be subjected to such humiliation?

‘ There are thousands of young children amongst us. These
innocent children will be growing with twisted understanding which
will be the basiks for their judgement of the white race of Tomorrow,
At the same time, nmumsing the seeds of hatred for furture wars.

I've heard them sursing, using profane language against
the white children which is their way of showing thelr grudge.
Are they to be blamed? Are the whike children to be blamed for the
doings of their govermment? Nol Nel ther knows what this terrible
war is all about. Yet the evil effects of this war are already
affecting the unadulterated minds of the innocent ehildren. This
could have been avoided if General DeWitt had been a blgger man.

For the sake of future generations, before it is too late,
and if there is any justice left in these United States of America,
I would suggest let's take the fences and the towers out.

We are in the midst of wilderness. Miles and miles from
town. Even at Leupp, somewhere in the heart of the limitless de~
gert, barbed wire fences with towers at strateglc points were erect-
ed and manned by guards day and night with tommy guns.
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It seemed so ridiculous I wondered if the Americans could be a
bunch of fools to think that we would be foolish enough to try an

escape when death from thirst and starvation lurked beyond those
fencess Iere or at Leupp or at any other center, the same holds

true, therefore I honestly believe the fendes and the towers are
not necessary, Quicker they are removed, the better it will be
for the good of America,

The location of the Administration bulldings, fenced
off to protect the administrative forces was bad enough without
erecting the fence, Slituated out of the way and further separat-

ed by the Base Hospital give little or no chance whatever for
the residents and the officials to meet and cultivate friendship.
Even a casual friendship would go a long way to maintain peace
and order, This error must be corrected,

The more the Administrator and his forece get in friendly
contact with the Japanese, the better will be their understanding.
This desirable aspect of understanding was positively forbidden
by the Director in some camps, sueh as at Gila and Manzanar at the
time of Birector Roy Nash and his assigtant Ned Campbell., The
bultivation of friendship should have been the prime effort of the
Adninistrator if he desires harmony and eco-opegation to prevail.

I wvas told that the fence was not there prior to the

disturbance, I believe that to be true, Regardless, I would say

that the fence ought not to have been eredted to inerease the gap

a8 well as harden feelings when diplomaey on the part of the Admin- .
istrator would have beoen sufficient to quiet the situation.

I have seen an Ahinistrator through his kindness change
bitterness into smiles and reluctance to cooperation 100% at a
time when feelingz was running very high among dangerous fanatics.
I also have seen an Assistant Project Direeto r who regarded the
Japancse people no better than the Indians, and treated them as
suche S0 arrogant was hls attitude, he was finally chased out of
the canp in connection with an ineident,

Through past history the Japanese people are known to
be very obedient and submissive especlally to the white race., They
will go 0 the extreme to do what they can to show appreciation
and would co-operate in every way possible, Likewise they are
very patientand stoles They will suffer unnecessarily to please
those who show condideration, 7Tet what rouses these people to
revolt at times?

The constant violation of human rightss The damnable
voices of the politiclans, branding them as savages, stabbers in
the back, sabotuers, rapists, spies and what not along with all
the vicious lies the sensational writers can think of, If we were
ignorant people it may not matter at all, but we are of proud and
intelligent race, backed by a country that cermands respect and
Justice.
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Those vicious lies piled upon us one after the othexr
while suppressing our emotions without Jjustification are deliberate
excitation to revolts, I sincerely believe the WRA is purposely
ereating unpleasant stmosphere throughout the camp so that the
Japanese will become disgusted of ecamp life and relocate, There is
only one man so far to my knowledge who really strives to help
the unfortunate Japanese and that is My, Paul G, Robertson, fore
nerly of Leupps He is 80 sinecere in his desire to help tha Japanese
people that gemine spirit is manifested in all his actions. Ne
makes no promise but he will fight and will see to it that we get
what the Govermment allowe, Had it not been for iy, Robertson, we
who were incarcerated without a trial for a year would undoubtedly
be there in Leupp todays Under his aduinistration, I positively
would say the Japanese will have no cause to revolt.

The Administration, in order to eover up its inability,
employs many stool plgeonsi Thisg is the most dangerous thing it
can do to ecreate susplcion and &isrupt the harmony of the center.
If the information supplied is ascurate, without personsl prejudice
or Jealousy, the employment of spies may be Justified, but almost
in every case the gontrary had been found to be true, On the
worthless information of the so called spiles, the authorities have
acted, thereby not only causing fear and unrest throughout the
camnp ﬁut undue hardships and sufferings., This phase of the agti-
vities are very rampant here at Tule Lake, It must be corrected if
repitition of the trouble is to be avoided,

If any suspicious character is reported by the scums of
the Japanese Race and trial to rrove the guilt or innocence of the
person apprehended is held, then I would say there exixmts at least
a semblance of gustice which will satisfy the residents. But so
far I have not heard of any trial determining the guilt or innoecence
of the person arrested and yet the person sccused is held in the )
\Military Stockade undoubtedly as gulltys This method is belng practice
ed to freighten others with no intention of wanting to fight for
Justices It may subdue the maleontents and they may remain quiet
while force is on parade, but as soon as this force is withdrawn the
trouble may break again,

I myself was kept in isolation camp for one so!id year
without a trial because of having represented the people as one of
the elected com mittee of five on the bloody ineldent of Manzanar.
Does the authorities think I am cured? Nol Not as long as I live.
This injustice has nade me a confirmed pro-~Japanese, toughened and
wiser,

Now if the boys in the stockade were properly tried and
their guilt established, the Japanese people wduld accept it as
Justice but when tHey are imprisoned as military prisoners without
even a formality of a trial, then the Japanese will wympathize with
the accused and will entértain grudies and will harbor 1ll feelings
towards the Administration even if the person accused is gullty
of a crime, 4
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Such & progcedure will not help to eliminate trouble, It will
greate troubles I hate to say the present quietitude of this
Center is Just superficial, The treacherous tide will in course
of time claim its toll. How soon the storm will break no one can
say, but I am sure it will come if this present injustice is con-
tinueds I hope for the good of all concerned the storm cloud will
drift elsewhere,

Upon my arrival here I have noticed one thing in parti-
oular that Jjustified the Japanese to revolt, That is the good was
terribly poors I positively believe the food per person per day
could'nt have gone over 20 gents which is less then half of what
the Government really allows,

“ugh eriticism was heard throughout the country that the
Japanese are being well fed especially after the investigaution con=
ducted by the Dies Committee, What lies the Dies Committee could
80 boldly prints If they would ondy come and iive with usy eat
with usj and sleep with us for Jjust a month instead of two years as
we already have and report the truths as they really exist, I'll
praise lhem for their fortitude,

Regardless of what the Dies Committee has said, the food
was bad and is bad today. Though it improved a little, the differcnce
is 80 mmall, it Btill must be hovering around 204 a day, Why we

have'’nt had an egg for over two weeks now,

Food is one of the greatest contributing fastors that
determines the harmony of the camp, It affects the stomach of every
man, woman end childs The quality of the food can be jJjudged at
times by the mood of the people. Grumbling and cursing, animated .
critvicism of this government is freely volced, Undue ascusation
of persons stealing and of grafts goes on without respect of the
person indiexr five, i Thussereaiins gugploion in the eyes of the
people without proofs.

Recently proofs were uncovered and the suspects were
arresteds, I personally hope they will be given the severest penw
alty if found guilty,

To my Judgement the food lacksthe essential elements
that gives us strength and energy. Many boys are taking vitamins
t0 keep thelr bodies from going to plecess My eyes went bad on me
since evacuation due to lack of proper food, I am not able today to
do one fourth of the work I used to do before the war, Should I
choose to do any mamal work, my entire body starts to tremble and
if I should persist, dizzyness and fainting sensations overwhelm
mes Though I look strong and vigorous, I could not in reality do
the work that is required of me now,

Further enunerating on food as one of the greatest con=-
tributing factors of revolts Is it not obvious when thousands upon
thousends of men, women and children, the majority of whom are not
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working and therefore have no appetite that relishes anything will
naturally find fault with food? When the appetite is good after

a good day's work, the food may be gobbled down to satisfy the
hungry stomach, but when the appetite is bad, the best food is sub=
Jeet to ceriticliam,

Many at time I've looked for meat in the plate and if
I am gratified with more than two tiny pieces I consider myself
luckye. The plate of stew is just a plate of carrots and potatoes
flavored with bits of meats Be it roast pork, if we get more than
two slices of one mouthful each, it looks as {£ the cook had made a
mistakes The rest is dressing and gravy which we use to finish a
bowl of rices Fish is of the poorest quality. Herring which is
ugsed for fertilizer is now being supplied to us, With suech good
with no varieties, I can not blame the rioters when they demanded
better food on November lst 1943,

The housing accomodations are in general about the same
throughout all the centers, except in one case in particular, The
floor is bare, It is not covered with lineoleum, To rectify this
this defect was one of the demands that was presented to the authorw
ities by the committee representing the residents, Whether the Japw
anese are Justified in making such demands, I prefer not to express
my opinion at this time, However, my contention is if other centers
can have it, why not this center,

This type of floor is very unsanitary due to reason that
it i1s very hard to keep clean, If we wweep to tidy the room, the
dust 18 stirred only to resettle elsewhore, It could be notiood
for quite a while after sweeping by the dusty odor in the alr,

These who were transferred from other centers no doubt
mst have readily noticed this abounibale situation, Day in and
day out, living in filth must have created disgust to such an ex-
yontbzhat it finally became one of the contributing factors of the
troubles

While in Leupp, I have heard from various sources that
Tule Lake is a very dirty campe Upon my arrival though I was o=
pared to see dirt, I was very much shogked to find it dirtler than
I had really anticipateds I wondered what sort of people had lived
here, or what sort of an Administrator was responsible for the
health of the residents, This abhorable fecling had given me a very
uzly impression on the very first day in eamp, Such 1little thing
however,insignificant it may be, adds up in course of time to break
the patlence of the residents, culminating into a very serious
troubles

\ 80 faxr I have not'sean any type of recreation sponsored
for the adults, to divert thelr unpleasant mind. If there is enoug
work in this camp to keep the adults well oooupladi recreation may

8

not be necessary but when work is so searce as 1t here, recreation
\will play a great part in keeping the people satisfled,
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But neisher work nor recreation are being sponsored to relieve the
dissatisried from concocting miskhhief,

Seven days a week; 30 days a month, day in and day out
without a thing to do, topped with lack of funds to keep oneself
satisfied with wants really does get a man, This is another source
of trouple,

Adninistration may wonder why the Japanese act S0 un=
reasonablys It was the belief of the offlecials that the Japanese
are very submissive and go-operating, yet they've revolted, Well,
who would'nt? To my Judgement, it is a wonder that the Japanese
have this long e¢onducted themselves very commendably.

The worat thing the authorities can do to ereate trouble
is depriving the residents of privileges, While at Leupp, our
radios and phonographs were taken away from us by the order of the
chief of Internal Security as punishment because two of us went to
ascertain the rules on the use of short wave radlios. If is'nt that
we have violated any rules of the camp that Justified his order but
it was that he did'nt like the idea that we went to see lir, Best
d reetly about 4ts This has hurt his pride so much he immediately
acted like a big bully, thereby ecreating a cause of trouble, I have
hever seen such an egoﬁiatioal person in all my life, So egotistic

he Tailed to recognize the fact that he was hated by all.

The Assistant Project Director Ned Campbell of Manzanar
was identically of the gsame type. He must have his ways. Rule
with an iron hand was his policy. No kindness or gonsideration was
shown. Always arrogent whiceh led to his fallure.

Short wave radios were forbidden sinee July 1, 1943 in
all the caups, What good does it accomplish? Why must the inductees
be deprived of the only pleasure left to them, the pleassure of ligt=-
ening to news from oversea? What damage eould they do by listen@ing.
to it? Could they help their govermment in any way? How eould this
govermment be s0 small, S0 small as to persecute the harmless in-
ductees mentally? No good comes from it. It only helps to sow
the seeds of hatred for future troubles,

No# work is ereated to relieve the loathsome hourss no

/ reoreations are sponsored to divert the minds of the residents; and
[ yet the only source that whieh will help to ease the minds of the i

inductees &8 officially deprived of them. Let not this Govermment

preach DiMOCRACY and the FOUR FREEDOMS in the fact of what she act=
ually practiceBs American democracy of today is nothing but a hypo=
eritical veneer of greed and jealousy, “

o It is my sincere belief that if the WRA will permit the
induetees to hold an open forum at least once a week or two and
given them the chance to get whatever they have off their chest,

I am sure the inductees will be able to eontrol their feelings over
gountaing of grudges.
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It is similar to a good ery, that relieves a pergson and
makes him feel better. IS'nt it a form of an enotional outlet that
; e the safety valve functioning occassionally to relieve
the slean of a boilerst Wi%hout it the boller will explode if the
steam of puppressed beyond its capacity, Likewise the suppressed
enotlous of the inductees will sooneyr or later explode if no eno=
tional outlet iz permitted.

Therefore if the WRA does not see fit to spend a few
thousand of dollars to provide recreations then I would suggest 1t
permlt the indugtees to either listentto short wave news from across
the sea or permit them to yell their heads off to relieve themselves
of the pent up emotions, Now and thens It will cost the WRA no
extra expense, Neither will it cause any damage to the sountry,
nor harm to the inductees but good all around,

Lot us not forget the political side of the question, We
who were segregated as unloyal must be sonsidered heart and sould
Japanese and for Japan, Yet amongst us the WRA has permitted the
loyal group to remain. For what purpose we do not know unless their
residence is permitted in order to employ them as spies. This is one
of the sore spoits requiring immediate attention,

The greater majority of these so called loyals are not

truly patriotic. They've declared themselves loyal because or perw
sonal reasonsj the gpeatest of whieh is to avoid the conseription

into the Japanese iilitary Forceg in the event when exchange of
frioaners of war 1s speedily carried outs But should they remain

n the Us 8. by swearing alleﬁianoe, they would eseape that fear

of being conseripted sinse this govermment then was deferring all
Japanese liationals to 4C and 4LF, So they did and considered themselves
wise and safe, laughing at those who hastily renounced their loyalty

%0 the country of their birth, :

Today we are having our laughs on thems Proving my state=
ment on iLhis serious chargeof defaming their character, I need not
€80 into detall in explaining it, Their very actions have already
proven 16, beyond all question of doubt. For instance, why is it
80 many of them have stormed the administration at lanzanar, Topaz, -
Glla end Minidoka in protest to the recently announced order fron
Waghington that all loyal Niseils will be called to serve in the
Us 8¢ Army? I have heard many of them are now terribly worried,
Many who originally signed NO to questions 27-28 were persuaded to
change their mind to YES have again changed it to NO on acecount of
the draft, Why? First, because they were trujy not loyal at heart,
second because they now see that they sannot escape the draft and the
best step out for the time being is to renounce their alleglance,
This KO=YES=NC group is doubly despised by the true adherents to S
Japan and to thelr Emperors They are neither Americans rox Japanese,
They are men without a country Y '
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Now to further ocrowd this camp with such opportunists of
HO-YES=NO, would ereate trouble. Therefore their admittance here
will be greatly deplored. Ve do not want them, Those amongst
us now ought to be thrown into a camp of thelr own.

Needless of my statement, political question is one of
the most touchy issues of man, ZEven families split their politi-
gcal belief, father against son brother against brother and even
lovable sisters have fought an& d ed in support of their beliefs.
Then why not men and women of different convictions strongly deo-
spise and hate each other with whom they've never exchanged words
of greetings in their lives before? Will not their hatred roused
to white heat when those of contra-political bellef are pernitted
to remain and engage in nefarious work? Their presence is bad
enough without further aggravating the gituation by fermenting
the minds of the residents with their false reports,

Cemp Manzenar was sailing along very satisfactorlly until
the introduction of the J,A.C.L. around the beginning of August
1942, This was the dynamite which only needed » spark ® touch
it off. I started to blast them to Hell, but they were B0 well
entrenched behind the Administrative wall with official backing,
it took several blastings before they were completaly routed.

\

Togo Tanika, one of the leading sponsors had personally

admitted to me that he saw the sign of defeat on the wery first
night of the meeting. Hse withdrew and did not appear at the se-
gond meeting. However the sneaky Fred Teyame and Kiyoshi Higashil
persisted in trying to salvage the bursted pleces of Jv A. Cs Lo
and attended without authorization, tie National Convention of the
J.A.C.L. at Salt Lake City, Utah.

In the meantime the XKibeis were very active trying o
form a group of their own to offsel the JsA+C.Ls Permission to
organize was not only denied but even the usage of the Japanese

tongue thereafter was definitely prohibited., My petition form
the Manzanar Welfare Organization likewise was denlied before pre=-
gentation by Assistant P.D. Ned Campbell, None other than the
T.AeC.Le was recognized and permitted, a diserimination which
roused the feelinge of the interested and the impartials.,

This politiecal countroversy would heve remained dormant
had the J.A.C.Ls been kept out of the centers, It was natural
that feelings against everything American would be keenly enterw
tained through the sting of evacuation, In the midest of such
treacherous atmosphere, the J.A«Celie had been boldly introduced.
Haed we been respected and treated as American citizens, the Ire=

action might have been a welgoming one, but when we were classed
as Japs and treated as such, I caniuot see where in we w.ould fure
ther americanize the youngsters of the centers, Unjustly General
DeWitt had denounced us as "Once a Jap, always a Jap". Why then.
mugt we keep our yows to uphold the gonstitution of \the U,5.7 We
were not unloyal. We were made disloyal by the gre.terst
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sabotneré in the service of the country, General DeWilt.

Is it not palpable the Administration had made and is
making today the same eritical mistake of grouping people of con=
tra~political beliefs here at Tule Lake? The demand to remove the
loyals out of this camp had only been partially met, I hope for the
good of all concerned, further augmentation of the loyals with the
NO-YES-NO group from various camps will not perpermitted under any
c¢ircumstance, We do not care to mingle with the degenerates.

In short, let's take the fences out, the towers should
also be removed, JIf the Army must have them, have them erected
miles aways Give the inductees the chanece to scout the surrounding
hills, Give them every privilege of humanity. Short wave news
and free expression of thelr emotionsg. Cut out all the vicious
lies and descrimination, It is Un-American., All the dirty things
gald and done will not help win the war, Otherwise do not criticize
what they do overthere if America can not practice Democracy and
the Doctrine of the Four Freedoms,

Finally make no promise which cannot be kept, or threaten
the Japanese, They will surely call your bluff,
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MARCH TEYXEXBE¥ x®k 21, 1944

TATK WITH MR, KURIHARA

Z‘At Tule Lake I gxakeradndataxu@tcmufoannoun gathered data on gwxxzmt mmwentmm

current dvents and attitudes.xmiyxxixeaXhaneann 8imultanecusly I xmx tried

te learw all T could abeut what had kaxpg hanpewed ix Rutebargalievenharyn
Rexexakanbecenhernandndanuan during the zmxaxkk skrikx strike amd the

period of martial law, At this peimt in time I was particularly interested

in whether er net the Negotiating Committee and the Daihye Sha Kai had, for the

most part,
Eeaeratignbaencregardednasctoec xzuukwely heen regarded as "the pecples

representatives™, Treugh Mr. Kurihara had net ceme to the camp until

December cf 154, I asked his opimien./
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(TA¥K -WITH-MR? KWRIHARA"
= -

In most cases negotiating committees are born spontaneously. In Manzanar
when I was arrested, we figured there was an injustice done. We held a meeting
with no previous arrangement whatever. A person who took the lead was nominated
to tell the people.

The Negotiating Committee:

Regarding this camp, the Negotiating Committee were those who formerly were
considered to be the leaders in various camps. When they took the lead, naturally,
they were appointed. The majority of the leaders who were appointed were from
Jerome, and they were leaders in their community. When they took interest in this
camp, naturally, they were appointed leaders. Whoever is appointed in these cases
is a leader in one way or the other.

I was surprised too when I was elected as a member of the Negotiating Committee
in the Manzanar incident. That was because I took the lead in destroying the J.A.C.L.
(Japanese-American Citizens League). In fact, I was the only one who fought against
the J.A.C.L. in Manzanar. -

The Coordinating Committee, I think, is the umcomscious tool of either the
Army or WRA.

When I came in here they took all of my manuscripts, about a half dozen
different articles I had written. They went through my luggage. The sergeant
told me he was instructed to search my things very carefully. They took these
things to F.B.I. headquarters, so Dr. Thomas must not be surprised if the things
I have given her are also with the F.B.I. in Washington.

The sergeant promised to send them back to me. If he does, I might send them
to you or Mr. Spencer. It was about the J.A.C.L. fight. It clearly expresses my
opinion on why I was so bitter.

Reasons Why Status Quo Broke:

The main reason was not because they didn't want to stick with the Negotiating
Committee but - one of the main reasons was lack of finance. Another reason is
they didn't want to loaf along doing nothing. Time lags so monotomous.

If we were a bunch of Japanese soldiers quartered here, that is a different
thing. But these are women and children and civilians. In Manzanar the F.B.I.
was making good use of the inu.

Vote on Status Quo:

When the vote was taken here - the status quo lost by 400 votes. That shows
that the people who are favoring status quo are greater in mumber. Because many
who favored status quo did mnot vote. They thought it was the way to go to the
stockade. A lot of people thought they might be pulled in. A lot of people feared
they might be pulled in. They had a soldier by the vote box.

The Part of the Co-op:

The people in the Co-op had a greater interest (in breaking status quo). It
was to their interest. The former secretary of the Co-op is chairmman of the Coor-
dinating Committee.

I had a friend of mine pulled into the stockade January 10. Best said he saw
no charge against him from the request of WRA. He hesitated to release him. I
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went to Sekmédt~ The last remark he gave to me was "It is up to the Coordinat-
ing Committee.” Sasakei,
The Japanese are held in the stockade by the Japanese. Akeébswk@ is probably
following the orders of other people.
" Here is a rumor: There are four big gambling places run by the Judo fellows
who guard the Coordinating Committee. The other small places are raided, but
they just stay from those boys. They are not closed.

MARCH 22, 194l

TALK WITH MR. KURIHARA

Zfbn March 15, ene of Mr. Kurihara's friemds had given me a decument

to read./ _ 1
_ I went over to Mr. Kurihara's, unescorted, and returned
the document given me by his friend. I intended to leave immediately, but Mr.
Kurihara urged me to sit down and talk with him if I had time. I stayed about
half an hour. I told him of the (Evacuation and Resettlement) Study's need for
documentation of the activities of the Daihyo Sha Kai, for example, the minutes
of meetings, and of our need for such material should another movement take place.
He promised to do his best and give us anything he was able to obtain.

Sarakj 3 ,

Of Rleiesuwilei he said: There are a couple of men wunder him. They express
themselves better in English than he does, and they go over his head in doing
things. If he could wriggle out of the committee, all right. But if he waits
longer, some day it's going to be too late. . He will be blamed regardless of
the consequences that follow.

If he keeps on and sticks at it, even if he's really for the Japanese, he's
going to be branded as a spy and working for WRA.

Daihyo Sha Xai

To a great extent the Daihyo Sha Kai has distorted the facts to make the
people believe they are working for the good of Japan - when to a great extent
they are not.

Mr. Kurihara suggested to me that it might be a good idea to talk to George
Yamatani®to see what a man like him would say. He could probably tell me a great
deal about the Daihyo Sha. I agreed, but shrink for seeking this unpopular
gentleman out in his barrack. If I were seen, I explained, it might do me great
harm. Here I may be wrong but I can stomach just so much inuing on my own part.

1. I was still obliged te be escorted by a member cf the Imtermal
Security (preject police) whemever I went inte kk "the colemy". But I
toek a chance and made this visit without being caught.

2. The chairman of the Coerdinating Committee,

Mr. Kurihara was the omnly Hapauese Amepican who suggested that I
talk to men whe were hated er feared by mest ef bhe people in camp.

I could not briwg myself te talt tec Mr. Murakami, but six momths
%ategz at Kurihara's suggestion, I xhishbedaMnunlipeag I began to visit
¢ Alra.
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TALK WITH JOE KURIHARA

[In April of 194k I vissted Tule Lake from April 12 to April 17. On
my arrival I found the members of the appointed staff in a state of extreme
appxeER apprehension. The general attitude is best conveyed by my talk
with Mr. Robertson.

Robertson Qgs‘greatly concerned over the present camp situation., He
said he had been debating whether to telegraph me. I asked for details.
A group (of segregants) wrote to the Spanish Embassy and the Dept, of
Interior asking what they thought about further segregation, The matter
was referred back to the camp officials. Permission was given this group
by the Administration (Harry Black)!l to find out the colony reaction to further
segregation. They went about it by cireulating a memorandum through the col-
ony asking the people who wanted to be segregated and return to Japan on
the first boat to sign here. It was cireulated last week, ending Saturday
the 8th. It was apparently an opposition group that passed the petition
around. Ketaoka told me that the group was composed of super-super-patriotic
people who didn't have enough sense to know when they were well off.2
Some people had suggested that the colomy was right on the verge of
another incident. Others said they didn't think anything would happen.
Several other things are tending to start up. There is a rumor that
the stockade people are being moved away. Some (Robertson thought four) were
moved out yesterday; they were Issei sent to Santa Fe, There is a rumor now
that the rest will be moved. Some say there'll be a blow up on account of
that. They are still urging the release of everybody there, I find the whole
colony very tense. .| mintbo Kliinrpn
Mrs. Mewbeude’ is behind this movement for further segregation,
of The Co-ordinating Committee resigned last Saturday (the 8th), They have
no% agreed that they will continue until another representative body is pre-
pared to take their place. (Robertson admitved that the Administration had
taken no steps to initiate this action.| Permission is still awaited from
Washington,) palol
Best is not here. He won't be back till the end of the month, And 2
the present feeling among the Administration is that there will be no further \\
segregation, 3
There were over 5,000 names on this petition. -

1. Mr. Best had left the project on official business and Mr. Black was function-
ing as Project Director in his absence.

2. [For a detailed description of these events see Thomas and Nishimoto (1946:230-5,
306-7).1

r,m.g;.xg

i_ﬁo great was the confusion that I was permitted to go into the "colony"

WXKRxMEXax without a police escort. I visited five Japanese American

friends and acquaintances and found none of them in a state of tension,

Tht eeontrast-betweew their nonchalamce awd. the anxiety of the WR&-St&ff

: — .
was-St¥iking, {
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Mr. Kurihara, however, was deeply comcermed. /

I asked Mr. Kurihara about the sentiment for further segregation, and
the possibility of more trouble,

Frankly speaking, you may convey to Mr, Robertson, that if there is any
trouble here, the trouble will be against the Japanese only. It will not affect
the Administration in any way. No demomstration will be made. I don't know
how badly it will affect the Administration. The only thing that will kill
it is for the Administration to act in time to hasten the segregation of the
Yes-Yes group, the American loyalists. If they don't, it will come to a head.
The only other way is to have the Army continually patrol the camp.

I don't want to side with anybody, but the only thing to do is to get the
Yes-Yes group out, or have the Army patrol.

I heard that the members of the Cé?brdinating Committee were going to

. resign and have the people elect persons in whom they can have confidence.
If they do that, it might help. The Corordinating Committee and the Civie
Organizations group are suspected. From our point of judgment, they are loyals.

From the standpoint of the loyals the Dathyo Sha are not representatives.
But that does not hold for the rest of the people. =

The Administration knows this fact (that the people consider the Cofordin-
ating Committee and the Civic Organizations group inu). Yet they continue to
employ these people. They should know better. R

The removal of the internees is not important in the segregation movement
but it will cause hard feeling among the people.

The general trend of opinion of the people is: they got to get rid of,
sever off the head, of the men on the Cotordinating Committee. Unless they
get rid of these men, there's going to be trouble.

Especially since Easter I notice the food has tmproved very much. That
may change the mood of the people, too. (However, Mr. Kurihara agreed with
me, that this lessening in tension caused by better food would be only tem-
porary). .

I then asked Kurihara about criticism against the Daihyo Sha when conditions
became difficult and painful and money scarce.

Those who suffered will naturally bear ill feeling toward the Daihyo Sha.
You know how people are; they try to blame others. Those who suffered had no
business to criticize the Daihyo Sha, but they did it.

The people didn't want to leave the Daihyo Sha. They were forced through
lack of funds. The difference (in the vote) was so small, and many people
didn't want to vote. It was simply to express opposition by not voting. In
reality the number of those who wanted status quo was greater. If those who
wanted to abolish status quo were greater, the majority would have expressed
their opinion and voted.
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(I asked how important a factor terrorism had been.)

The Administration has got to believe somebody., That (belief in terror-
ism) is the best way to wriggle out of the situation.

Once the Japanese lose faith in you, it'll be a very hard thing to regain
it. They hold a grudge until they die. On the other hand, they will co-oper-
ate as long as they can. If they break: that's the end.

Best lost the confidence of the Japanese people. I shouldn't say this,
but the other day they had a meeting and the demand is, 'Get rid of Mr, Best.'
That's going to keep on.

There is the greatest temsion here. But no matter what feelings may exist
here today, that could be wiped out immediately if Mr. Best resigned. You
can't blame Best for not staying. But if he sees he's not wanted, why does
he remain? He's going to make it bad for everybody, even Ickes.

[The reader may wonder why I did not begin the interview by ask-

ing Mr. Kurihara, "What do you think of the resegregation petition?"

But nine months of fieldwork in the camps had taught me to approach

delicate or touchy subjects obliquely or indirectly, If then, respondents

wished to discuss a topic, they were free to do so. If not, I dropped it.

Issei and Kibei respondents sometimes answered a question in the same

manner, quoting a Japanese proverb and letting me draw my own conclusions.

But since Mr, Kurihara was a very outspoken man, it is possible that I

was being too cautious.]

APRIL 1L, 19kl
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TALK WITH MR. KURTHARA: _

Returned to Mr. Kurihara's to discuss the situation and receive criticism
on my paper. Kurihara was busy mopping the floor of his "apartment'" but in-
sisted on my staying and talking. He had found only one item to criticize.
The remainder of the paper, he said, surprised him. He could not see how any-
one could have learned so much about the situation. The criticism was on P>
where I say that many of the Administrators believe that the men who formed
the nucleus of the Daihyo Sha Kai had begun their crganization in Jerome and
had continued their machinations ever since arriving in Tule Lake.

That opinion was circulated by the Caucasian people, that the boys from
Topaz and Jerome were trying to get hold of the controlling interest and try-
ing to get the people under their control. When those boys had acted, we had
quite a discussion in Leuppg with Mr, Fredericks. He strongly believed at that
time this opinion was gotten through the newspapers, that those boys from various
-centers were trying to get hold of the leadership in the camp. I argued with
him that it wasn't so. The only reason the boys from Jerome took the leader-
ship here was because they themselves were leaders in Jerome. When they got
here, they naturally took leadership again, espectially of the Jerome faction.
Jerome constituted the greatest number. I doubt whether they were trying to
get leadership or that the plot was formed before. A thing of that nature
happens spontaneously.

Reasons Why 0ld Tuleans Were Not Involved:

The people who were here were satisfied with the conditions of the camp.
But the people from other camps were not. The other camps were improved and
had better conditions than here. When they came here, they were disappointed,
They compared conditions at Jerome and at other centers in the same mrmer,
Things here were so deficient, they couldn't be satisfied.

The people from other centers were going through a period of transition.
They were not satisfied or happy. They had time to brood. The people who had
first come to Tule were mainly farmers in the San Joaquin valley. Their ex-
pression is, 'Living condition here is far better than outside of camp.'
Even now the people (old Tuleans) say, 'We asked for it over and over agaqin
and we didn't get it. What's the use?’ So they do nothing, The other pecple
who came here were different. In Manzanar we didn't have to ask for things.
They bring it to us, ' :

Tule Cooperative: . _

' The people in the Cooperative were running in conjunction with the WRA.
They will say this to the people, 'Don't depend on the WRA. Let us supply the
things for ourselves.' The officials of the Co-op say that. But do you think
the people will then be satisfied? They (the Co-Op) sell everything which the
WRA will be furnishing. When they can buy them, they won't press the block
leaders to fight for these things. I saw 100 people standing in line to huy

a bucket. They asked (WRA) for it, couldn't gef it, so they went and bought it.

= . ’

General Uprising:
I doubt if the gemeral uprising will happen for a very long time. The
food has improved.

The lLoyals: }
We consider them, those who answered Yes-Yes, as. loyal to the United States.

Those who answered No, and then Yes, we consider them as komori (bats), neither
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bird nor animal. The No and Yes, and now No; are such, neither Japanese nor
Americans. They are men without a country. We despise them worse than those
who said Yes.

Whoever said No, must be comsidered as Japanese, regardless of what they
have in their hearts. The only thing we could ask is that those who openly
said Yes be removed from the camp. It may split the families, a husband may
have said Yes, and wife No. A son may have said No and a father Yes. The
father came with the son or the No-No. In any case, if the husband said Yes,
regardless of whether it splits the family or not, we want him out.

All those who said Yes - the Issei who said Yes - we can't blame them.
But if they were asked a question similiar to the Nisei, they might not have
said the same thing. Naturally, they ought to be sent out of camp, whether it
breaks the family up or not. This is a serious question. The life of the nation
balances on it. They (the Administration) ought to have records here.

’ They (the people behind the resegregation = petition) -are trying to narrow
it dom to only those who have stgned the petition, who want to repatriate or
expatriate. Their minds are too narrow.

Mr. Akaeks—fIshikawaf: ;
—— Mr.NAkashi is a former school teacher in San Francisco. He came from Topaz.
.He seems to have been pretty well known there. :

I objected to the petition. I couldn't sign it. I disapproved because I
see their doings are from a very narrow viewpoint, I couldn't see it.

Another point I objected because when that matter was brought up, no clear-cut
explanation was made. It was given to the people in a haphazard manner. I couldn't
be satisfied. I previously would not sign my name to anything unless I know
thoroughly what it means. Many now regret signing the petition. They may have
been afraid. It was a good cause without leadership. I think they should have
explained it so thoroughly that even a child could understand it. Their attitude
was take it or leave it. It was too much of a high pressure group. Their assoc-
iates were people that I could not place my confidence in. When I'm convinced
-100%, I go the limit.




Aprid—3F,T94H4—p+2T
APRIL RAFXEXEX 17, 19LL
TALK WITH MR. KURIHARA
Dropped in a moment on Kurihara to see if he had been able to get the paper
which an Issei friend had written. The man had not finished typing the paper.

Kurihara repeated his opinion that he did not think any major trouble would
spring up between the colonists and the Administration, but that the evacuees would
fight among themselves. As an example he told of a beating which had taken place
in the last few days. A man, the brother of a man who showed movies in camp, had
been set upon and beaten. No one knew the reason, but "we suspect that it was the
other group.” I asked whom he meant by this "other group." Kurihara implied that
it was the "loyals" who were employing these strong arm methods, "but we are not
sure.”

He also told of trouble in the Internal Security. (The name of this organi-
zation has been changed by the Administraiton to "Police" but all the evacuees
continue to refer to it as "Internal Security.") A group of Issei on the force are
suspected by the younger members of "reporting things" to the Administration.

=t e A R

MR KURFHARA

TALK WITH

. Z?O““sz'IS-I took-up-pernaneat-residence—at-Tule Lakel_? !

/~ Whem it became apparemt that the Ceerdimating Committee weuld have

te resign, the Admimistratien feund it imperative te speowser plan fer

erganizing an evacuee committee with which it cculd deal in chamneling

Wl 1
communications te the evacuees." Ehepumademae The Administration made

1, XIKE "The Speilage", p. 2lLl.

several xkkmwpix attempts, all of which were iganored by the residents.
Finally, axExxp camp-wide bleck neminaticm meetings fer am Arrangements
Committee were scheduled fer the night ef May 18, Mr. Kurihara was the
only owe of my respcomdents who told me that he though such a bedy should be

formed. [ XMEXXXH X KXY

TARKXNX THXRRX XK RT KXRXX MAY 1k, 1944

TALK WITH MR. KURIHARA
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I'm fed up with this camp. They don't want to bow their heads and come under
us. So to save their faces when they return to Japan, they must do something.

The third group just does nothing. They don't give a damm what happens. They
don't bother us.

Most of us realize that we've been playing too much of a gentleman act. We should
have done something before they started. g

(Yoshiyama added that his group knew that many of their plans were being reported
to the Administration and he knew who was doing it, Kai and Kuratomi.)

He also asked about the completion of the new stockade adding, "If Best wants
to pick us up and confine us again, it's 0.K."

He also showed me a letter from Mr. Okamoto, who advised him against renouncing
his citizenship rashly.

INTERNEES' FAMILIES LEAVE FOR SANTA FE

A noisy demonstration with songs and Banzais was held tonight as the families
left the camp.
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TALK WITH KURTHARA

Yoshio Nakazawa is the name of the man who wrote the article exposing the Resegre-
gationists and the Hitomi murder. He is at the Granada Center, family no. 128.

Kurihara was in much better spirits today. It seems that one of the chief
councelors of the Sekuji Kenkyu had called on him and had a long talk with him. Kuri-
hara is now sure he has Wakayama shivering in his shoes. This man informed Kurihara
that a few weeks ago Wakayama was responsible for several beatings.

They even talk about each other. You see how they are.

They figure I'm not bluffing. They don't want to be dragged out. They tell me
it wasn't them, but it was this guy (Wakayama).

A friend of mine spread the truth to the people of Manzanar. Those boys have
such confidence in me that they will not tolerate any nonsense..' Even that bunch of
boys in Manzanar -- Wakayama has about 30 boys under him -- they will definitely refuse
to support him if he ever councels any violence on me. He will be very much surprised
to hear that. /i b

I hold the respect of those boys because I was in San Pedro along with them.

We hear that when Mrs. Wakayama had a baby recently the chief surgeon in the
hospital coddled her. He greeted her every morning and treated her like she was a
princess. I don't know why she should get special treatment. We think Mr. Best gave
them special orders to be nice to her so that Wakayama wouldn't get mad.

Kurihara also asked me how the new stockade (or jail) was getting along.

TALK WITH YOSHIYAMA

Yoshiyama was discouraged and saddened today. He said he was sick of the people
in camp. The first cause of his sadness was that 13 people were leaving for Crystal
City tonight to join the heads of their flamilies who were moved from the stockade here
to Santa Fe. Yoshiyama's efforts to stop this had been a dismal failure. The second
reason for his depression was "that there isn't going to be any trouble for some time."

(Indubitably, the "wise o0ld heads" of the Hooshi-dan have decided, at least
temporarily on non-violence.) In fact, Yoshiyama said, "there wasn't going to be any
trouble for a long time." :

He also showed me another letter from Mr. Hayashi in Santa Fe, apologizing for
his harshness in his last letter. Hayashi said he had been influenced by the majority
of the group in Santa Fe and had lost sight of the higher aims of the Negotiating
Committee. He thanked Yoshiyama for all his efforts in his behalf. Hayashi is not
being sent to Crystal City; nor is his family.

There are three groups now. One group is our group, the Resegregation Group or
the Sokuji Kikoku, and its subsidiary, the Sokokil Kenkyu-dan. The other group is
trying to hold back our group because they've made a mistake before. Kai and Kuratomi,
we were watting for them to come out and have Reverend Kai be one of the advisors and
Kuratomi one of the dansho or big shots of the young men's association. They forgot
how much we had done for them.

There's nothing we can do for quite some time.

/1. I wrote to Mr. Nakazawa, asking if he would care to send the study his article,
but he did not respond./
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I'm fed up with this camp. They don't want to bow their heads and come under
us. So to save their faces when they return to Japan, they must do something.

The third group just does nothing. They don't give a damn what happens. They
don't bother us.

Most of us realize that we've been playing too much of a gentleman act. We should
have done something before they started.

(Yoshiyama added that his group knew that many of their plans were being reported
to the Administration and he knew who was doing it, Kai and Kuratomi.)

He also asked about the completion of the new stockade adding, "If Best wants
to pick us up and confine us again, it's 0.K."

He also showed me a letter from Mr. Okamoto, who advised him against renouncing
his citizenship rashly.

INTERNEES' FAMILIES LEAVE FOR SANTA FE

A noisy demonstration with songs and Banzais was held tonight as the families
left the camp.
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!bEt\searz the Arry and “WFA 4s the big point emonz the residents., Whenwe
88k the WRA they say the povblem is the Army’'s, Whren we go to the Arumy
i they say 4t'as ¥RAe. A 1ot of peopls sre Just worderinge.
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/In mid-Novemser of 194, with the immimenee of the remumeiatien of
citizenship and the "take-dgover" by the Department of Justiee, the Reseg-
ExExx regation group leaders decided te institute a membership purge. They
pested statements iwm the latrines and laundry reems whieck, in eéfeet, said
the fellewing: True Japanese life was austere and full of saerifice; pecple whe
eould net do witheut Ameriean luxuries such as rick feeod, liquor er cosmetics,
ané people whe were addicted te degerate viees xk suech as gambling and sake
drinking had ne place in postwar Japam er in the membership rells of the Re-
segregatiin Group. Having defined the "true Japanese" and the "net Japanese!
in this manwer, the leaders send curt notices of expulsien to seme of their
more moderate eharter members and to a wumber of the friemds of Abe,
e

I, "Doing Fieldwork," p. 163

Kunitani, and Tada.

/ There mow emerged the potential of a confrontation betweem the Resegresa-
tionists and the friends of Abe, Kunitani, and Tada, mbybxx were freqgently
referred to as "the zamblers,"

On the night of Nevember 20, whew 56 relatives of Issei members of

the Daihyo Sha Kai, whe had been interned, left Tule Lake for Crystal

City. The Resegregatiom Group, the Abe-Kuritani group, and the Ward VI

C O
language scheel all partiipated in an elabore’ farewell ceremcmny., When the

farewells were over, Tetsuo Kodama, a noted jusx Jude champion and

a clese friemd of Abe and Kunitani, approached Mr. Yamada (ay=p

also a Judo champiofj and leader cf the Wickoku)4 and accused Yamada of
naving called him an imu, This was a challemge to fight, whiech Yamada
igwered, but the news spread rapidly thrcugh the camp and Inkrmxxk

kxxkxe many residents were intrigued by the propect cf a feud between

u"'? 3/

"the gambling group" and the "super-patricts,

D

——————e

-

2o "Deing Fieldwerk," pp, 163-L4. "The Spoilage,". 330-331,

f;aq
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Tule Lake Fieldnotes

DECEMBER 9, 1944

TALK WITH KURIHARA
{The~following. is.verbatim)~

Since you left I have been looking forward to an incident almost any day or
any hour. When you came on the 20th (of November) I was already looking forward to
an incident any day.

When the families left for Crystal City they were on the very verge of causing
a riot. It was between two factions, the [Resegregationists] seinen-dan and the
¥sUda group.
To-4o- \?<5' L gl ¢ A A 4 ”‘,4’\‘ Lo~
Mr. Kemera (of the Isuda faction) is the one who approached Mr. Hchkida that
night. They say that Mr. Kimura threatened Mr. Wehdda that night and approached
him for a showdown There were several on each side and they surrounded Mr.
¢ < Behida. . dcida (who is the dansho or leader of the Sokoku Kenkyu seinen-dan)
)’ had quite a number of Beinen-dan members with him. They say he had about 500 of
5 his members around him. They in turn surrounded the Kdimura bunch If they had
come to grips there would certalnly have been a killing. <,

(LS o
V 0 0 Y o N

As the story is told, Uehiﬁa came out of messhall 8. Kdmwra stepped forward

and accuse%)@ehi&a of branding h1m as an 1nu. So the argument started.
oy O Ly

As I see it right now, the.ﬁu!da bunch is rather trying to start an incident
against the gelnen-dan The\Sélnen—dan is rather trying to avoid the incident.

The size of the iséda group is not known. But they have quite a number of
gamblers in it;’/$su&a, as you know, is running the gambling houses.

On the other hand, I feel that f;éda's bunch has a certain amount of backing
from the Administration. They are so arrogant because they have the backing of the
Administration. If anything should happen, they know mighty well that the leaders
of the Seinen-dan will be picked up and segregated. Wekayama and Eaciribana know
that. So, as you say, Faehdibama has been holding them down, trying to avoid any
violence or any incident.| The Administration is doing this because they want to
get the leaders of the~Seinen-dan out of camp. WO N ANNOQONATR

A AT D

Now I do regret to see that they have the backing of the Administration. The

Administration itself is playing with fire.

Personally, I'd like to see them come to grips. Then the Administration could
get rid oflIgeh§h§pa and then the people would get rid of the gambling group.

The pébple have reached the point where they are now very careful of what they
do and say and they will look for justice. Since you left, this is the only thing
causing some sort of unrest in camp.

In regard to the rumors about people going to be thrashed, everything died

down completely
) LZLEIRY PR =

They (Taeh&ba&a and Wakayama) are terribly worried. A man (one of the
advisors of the Sokuji Kikoku or Resegregation group) came to see me on Friday,
November 17. On Saturday, November 18, Wakayama resigned from both organizations.
I heard just recently that Fach#batra also resigned and they've got new leaders now.

AANDREAAA T B, e

The Seinen-dan has changed its name. I told them that it wasn't the name that
was important; it's the leader that's important. I told them that if they get the

right kind of leader, the Seinen-dan will again start to grow.
‘
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December 9, 1944 e Ve Rosalie Hankey Wax
Tule Lake Fieldnotes '

O K | o
A man like Fshigami who is sincere and unselfish and a few others,
who would devote their time solely to the development of the young
men, if they got men like that they would succeed and flourish. With
Wakayama and Tachibama, and Akashi, they are just going to drown the
whole thing: Mire Yevvacluwtr JA2hA £ awra

I hate to see the Seinen-dan broken up. But I also hate to see the
radical leaders taking hold of it. 1I'd like to see them come to grips
because then we'd get rid of those guys.

The gambling group will have the upper hand because they have the
backing of the Administration.

I've also heard the rumor that the agitators were going to be picked
up. They were scared stiff. But how true it was, we don't know.

I got a warning that they were trailing me and watching me closely
every night.

Kurihara knew about the establishment of block 99 for the Hawaiians and added that he
had spoken briefly to Mr. Tsumida, the leader of the gorup.

Renunciation of Citizenship

I can't say as to the general opinion of the public. But those who
are really sincere and wish to renounce are very pleased. I haven't
been interviewed yet.

On Rumors About Mr. Matsuda

My guess is that Mr. Matsuda became active because the other boys
resigned. If he is active, I'm glad to see that he has been reinstated.
Matsuda is not so radical.

On Togo Tanaka

While discussing our conference at Salt Lake I mentioned Togo's name just for fun.
Kurihara said that Togo had probably said harsh things about him. I said, "No.'" Kurihara
said:

I respect Togo. According to his standpoint I can see what he was
doing. I condemned him because he deliberately stated and said, 'What
can he do?' (Togo was referring to Kurihara.) So I concluded I'd show
him what I could do.

On the Coordinating Committee

I believe they were distrusted from the start. Before they even
were organized, people said it wasn't necessary. The people didn't have
any confidence in them.

gt
W QA1

I've heard some good things about Akitsuki. He probably wanted to be
a leader here because he had good family connections in Japan. I think

he wanted to gain the confidence of the people.
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LETTER FROM MR. TOKUNAGA

Received. the following letter yesterday from my beaten up friend, Mr. Tokunaga:
dated October 28, 1944

I thank you very kindly for your letter expressing your sympathy to me. I am
alright, and feel as if nothing happened to me now.

The very first word I uttered right after the attack was "Baka!" (Baka is a
very strong term meaning fool.) I rather feel sorry for those who attacked me be-
cause they do not know what they were doing.

Be rest assured that your calling me was not the cause of the attack, and I
welcome your coming at any time. However, it might be best for both of us to keep
quiet for a while. : ’

Thank you again for the letter.
’K i’;xf1 4(;%""

(I shall answer this/letter and see what happens. I don't want to hold off too
long in seeingMr. Toekumaga, providing, of course, that it is safe for him. TIf Mr. ol

Yoshiyama starts some violent trouble after Meiji Setsu, as he has threatened, I may
have to curtail my visits.)

Sincerely yours,

CURIOUS TAIK WITH 6ZLER

Qgier asked me a number of questions which I did not think it safe or proper to
answer. Them hetasked me if I had checked on the.Sokoku Kenkyu mame change and. I
said that I=had not heard that it had been changed.l ""F-can't wnderstand-it,; =ssid
he~"T've.sent.boys-right.up to.the-throne to aski" Opler also told me that he had

been reading the FBI report on the H%temi case. It was, he said, full of lurid de-
N fnos

//<l1. In our long conversation of October 30, Mr. Tachibana told me that the adult
Resegregation Group (Saikakuri Seigan) was formally going to change its name to
Sokuji Kikoku Hooshi dan (Organization for Immediate Return to the Homeland to
Serve). He did not tell me that the name of the young men's organization, the
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen dan, which has been organized in August, was also to be
changed. I am not sure-why I did not follow Dr. Opler's lead and ask my Resegre-
gationist respondents about this matter, for I spoke with Mr. Matsuda on November
7 and with Mr. Yoshiyama on November 10 and 20. However, on December 9, the day
after I returned from the conference in Salt Lake City, I asked Mr. Matsuda about
the change. He told me that the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen dan, had recently changed
its name to Hookoku Seinen dan. Hookoku, he explained, means: serve the mother
country. He also told me that he had first used the term Hookoku in his newspaper
and that an organization in Japan was called Hookoku. Mrs. Matsuda added: "the
boys now gigured that they had passed through the sZage of Kenkyu (learning) and
were ready to take up Hookoku (service).” (Thomas and Nishimoto state that both
organizations formally changed their names on or about November 10 (pp= 1322=3)5
but I do not know the source of their information.)

It is interesting that those of my respondents who were not active members of the
Resegregation Groups continued to use the term Sokoku until late January of 1945.]
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tails about the blood brother gangsfin the Manzanar district. It also tells how 'O&MaA.,
Tasedishi, "Mr. Best's pet EEEW ran/flourishing gambling joints in the colony. More-
over, the statement is made that Yémttann was to have been killed on the same night
Neo Hitemi was murdered. I asked OBler whether, in his opinion, evidence indicated that
the murder had been a political or personal. He said there was too much evidence on
both sides, but that the FBI had certainly gotten a lot of information. "What
Internal Security has here doesn't amount to a thing. "
f@eriv*i‘”<’
TALK WITH MR. NO¥EBS, NEW PROJECT ATTORNEY
;"' %‘}". s g
A\ Mr. Neyes told me that the report referred to by Opler was notcgrepared by the FBI
but by the Department of State. He also told me that he had given Opler the report to
. read -- and he might also have given it to me except that it has now been returned

to Alturas (perhaps there is a copy in Sacramento).

H: S 'mﬂr:‘ucyes also told me about a knifing which took place Monday night (October 30)

3 v in the Manzanar section. It seems that three young men were on the way to Japapese
school at about 6:45 in the evening. They passed two Issei (one was Mr. Shimada) and
noticed that the men were urinating. According to the boys, one of the Issei yelled
an insult at them. One of the boys turned and made for them. His friends tried to
hold him back. The Issei's friend tried to restrain the man who had yelled the in-
sult. Words were exchanged. Suddenly the Issei drew a knife, slashed the young man
across the face, severing the temporal artery. He returned the knife to his pocket
so fast that none of the boys saw the knife. Even the wounded boy said that at
first he thought he had been scratched. The Japanese Internal Security does not seem
eager to press the case. It is rumored that the Issei who knifed the young man is a
friend of Mr. Tachribama. The attack took place in block 78. There is no evidence
whatever that it is tied up in any political matter. The defendant was turned over

j\~, for trial to the County Authorities and is being held on $1,000 bail. The Project

¥ Attorney anticipates pressure from-the block in the form of some petition extolling
the man's character which will be forwarded to WRA. But the WRA no longer has any

authority in the matter. Mr. WNeyes said that the WRA does not like to have the matter
tried by the state. N T N

~4
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TALK WITH JIM TAKEUCHI'S WIFE, SISTER, AND SISTER-IN-LAW

Mrs. Takeuchi was depressed. She is leaving camp on the 8th of November to go
to Rower,” where she will remain until she is allowed to relocate. Takeuchi himself
is in Topaz. He applied to the Sioux Ordinance Depot of Sidney, Nebraska, for a job
but was refused because all of his family are in Tule Lake. He plans to appeal,
however. :

I started out the conversation by inquiring how their block (36) was feeling
about the people from Manzanar. I was told that they still didn't like them.

People around here seem to dislike the Manzanar people. They even say that the
Co-op Board was being run by Manzanar, by a man named Nomura.
(Nomura, the manager, resigned several weeks ago because of pressure.)

People seem to think Nishikawa is O.X.
They say that the knifing still has some connection to the baseball fight.
Manzanar and Poston were playing. They were fighting whether a fly was caught

or not. After the game the Manzanar fans piled on the fielder. They say an old man
(a zealous Manzanar fan) started it.

This old man fan is of an agressive way. A lot of people know him. They say
he practically runs the tean.

{I. A Relocation Center in Arkansas#?

Y T ety a—
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

Called on Mr. Kurihara today for our weekly chat. He was still hale and hearty.
I reported on the number of people at the Sokuji Meiji Setsu ceremony. He agreed
with me that this was a pretty good criterion of the actual strength of both prganiza-
tions, saying that they had forbidden non-members to attend the ceremony. He added
that they were claiming a strength of 12,000. Every mess hall, he told me, had their
own ceremony. On the Meiji Ceremony he said:

Whoever does not take part in it is looked upon as not loyal. He is really not
a Japanese. It is a good thing that WRA permitted it.

(Kurihara meant this appreciatively and not threateningly.)
He also said that he had been wrong about the prediction that he made last week
when he predicted trouble before the 10th. ~ His informants had predicted that two or

three people would have their heads beaten in.

But in consideration of the Emperor's birthday, they didn't do it. Still, the
threat may be carried out sooner or later. {

He agreed that the pressure group may devote its efforts to getting Best out,
. but on the other hand they may confine themselves to beating up their fellow Japanese.

They are not leading the residents on the right path or the right way.

I contrasted the present pressure group with the Daihyo Sha Kai; Kurihara agreed
that to him there was a considerable difference in methods :

This one (group) calculate things very carefully before they start it. I wouldn't
8ay that if I didn't know the facts. If you were Japanese, you would notice it right
avay. They are always saying, "When we get there.” Whom do they mean? They think
they are going to be rewarded. If they think they 're going to fool the Japanese
officials in Japan, they're going to make a mistake. A

(Though not Japanese, I have noted this obsession with future status in Japan on
several occasions. I've even got it in verbatim statements.)

They have carried things too far. Knocking in the heads of people who are not
for them.

Just because I don't join their organization, they say I'm not loyal. How could
they measure my loyalty that way?

Discussion of Inu Beatings:

[E;waS«at‘this time very anxious over the possibility that more opponents. of the
Resegregation Group would.be-called inu and would be assaulted.. ..I was-particularly
worried-about-Mri:-Kurihara, because he had been so open in his criticism. I therefore
Qpened our.cenversation with a very oblique question. Since I knew that Mr. Kurihara
had arrived at Tule Lake in December of 1943 and that he had witnessed the depressing
and desperate strike situation at that time I asked him to compare how people had
felt about inu in December with how they had felt in June. I did not, of course, remind
him that in June he himself had said: "The people are enjoying the beatings."/

P2 cormAren )

Of eourse, (in Jume) quite a number of people were suspected as inu. Then the

camp was still undergoing transition. The people were not fully settled. Manzanar

eame in in March. At that time the Co-op was_also wunder criticism. The Coordinating
Committee were considered inu too. This developed for several months and was bound

A
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to come to a point where feelings would reach a climax.
Beatings like that were rare in camp before May. I believe a bunch of boys
ganging up on somebody is due to agitators who arrived here with the Manzanar group.

(I then asked Kurihara about the report that there were now many organizéd gangs
in the Manzanar section.) ' W e

There are not muny gangs in Manzanar. Probably the original bunch who came in
in October and moved to block 75 were considered rough. To me they are nothing but
a bunch of bullies. They can say things but they cannot carry them out.

But this other bunch which this person (Wakayema) has organized as his gang, to
carry out his orders - they have done some of the beatings. To my personal knowledge
there are only two bunches of roughnecks in Manzanar.

The common people of Manzanar don't want anything to happen. Many have expressed
the desire to remain as peacefully as they can in camp until the day of deportationm.
They never forgot the painful incident of Manzanar. They came here with the true in-
tent to remain as peaceful as they can.

KL Wokeyema said in Manzanar that he had nothing to do with the riot -- as much as
he agitated! Such deliberate lies he told, just to get out of'itf¥

Knifing in Block 78:

K
' In respect to that I wonder what Mr. Wakayama is feeling today. He definitely
- told the people in the mess hall that he'd assume any responsibility. "The little
bugs must die so that the big bugs may live."
X That's a very agitating statement to make in Japanese. (Bvidently this remark
V. may be .interpreted in many waysi)
\ He just told the people to go ahead and do anything they want. "I'll stand
responsible,” he said. This man did it and he's in jail now.

When he was arrested by the colonial police, I was told that Wakayama and
\lbaﬁ$bana and another person went and asked for his release stating that he was a
very nice person. But instead the police imprisoned him.

- Wakeyama-was not able to effect his release. I wonder how he feels today. Prob-
ably the people feel that what he tells you and what he could do are two different
things.

Having the Project Attorney's account of the preliminary hearing in mind, I said,
"Are you telling me that this knifing was of political significance?"

I certaznly am, said -Kurihara.
If the man Ztved in block 75 or 82 (Tachibana's and Wakuyama s blocks respectively)
then Tachibana or Wakeyama could go - but they don't live in the same block. There is
a definite connection.

The Japanese Internal Security is afraid it will be beaten up. If there were
no organization, they might have spoken their mind. The man (the attacker) is a
fanatical supporter of the Sokuji Kikoku. Now if he's released, Tachibana and Wakeyjama
will feel so proud that doubtless they will do something reaZZy serious.

f\ s
(Must remember to ask the Project Attorney about the role Tachlbana and Wakayama
played at the hearing.)

\ZE. For a brief account-cfMr. Kurih#ra's own_rode-in-theé Manzanar riot, .see-page=25
of my fieldnoteés for @ebruary %; 1944~ it
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visits which have not been overfrequent, He remarked again, that he lived-in a very
tough block.

TALK WITH PROJECT ATTORNEY ON KNIFING TRIAL ~

(Since Kurihara had considered this attack so significant, I asked the Project
Attorney to tell me what occurred at the trial.)

On the 5th I got word that the District Attorney was going to give him (the
defendant) a chance. He said his friends could meet with the prisoner and also meet
with the District Attorney and have a discussion so that the man wouwld feel he was
given a fair trial and that his Civil Rights had been protected. My only postition
on the whole deal had been one of a neutral observer to see that the man was told he
could employ council and that a fair discussion of the probabilities of the case was
held with him -- what the probabilities were if he pleaded innocent or guilty.

My policy was to keep out of being in the middle. Therefore, in holding the
meeting at the District Attorney's office before the trial I insisted on these points:
that any decision to be made on the plea had to be the prisonér's own plea after his
own consideration.

The fact that the District Attorney stated that he was not going to press for a
penitentiary sentence -

(Here I asked what had caused the District Attorney to come to this decision.)

1 - the nature of the evidence, 2 - the age of the defendant, 3 - the fact that
his past record was clear.
Mr. Fachibena, with two other friends of the defendant, went along to the trial
at Alturas. He was very gracious and polite. He addressed the District Attorney as
' your honor! In the discussion which was held in the District Attorney's office in the
presence of the prisoner, he asked the District Attormey what he would advise they
should do. The District Attormey said, "If the man, after consulting his own con-
science honestly believes he did not commit the assault with the knife, he should
plead not guilty. If, after consulting his own conscience, he felt he did commit the
erime, he may as well plead guilty and take some medicine.” He, the District Attorney,
said he would then make a recommendation to the court and would personally plead for
mercy - for a county jail sentence.

Tachibarna explained this to the defendant. The defendant stated that he realized
that\ what he did was wrong and that he would plead guilty. After the conference T
asked Faehtbarna whether he felt that the conference was handled in a fair manner,
and whether the defendant was happy that he had his friends there. He said it was
handled fairly. \

When Taehibana and his friends came in, the District Attormey got up and shook
hands with them and welcomed them in a very friendly manner.

During the entire proceedings, Tachibana tried to make it sound as if he weren't
a personal friend of the defendant, that he was not one of the delegates - that he was
Just an intermediary.

It was also explained to the defendant and his friends, that the District Attorney's
recommendations were in no way binding on the court - that they were advisory, but
that they were usually given considerable weight.

(I then asked if Tachibana had contacted the Project Attorney at all, previous
to this trial.) He said he had, that he came in after the man was taken to prison,
with the two delegates. He was sentenced to 90 days in the county jail. The man's
name is Kéyo-Shimida.)
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The complaining witness at the conclusion of his testimony on the stand - and
all during his testimony at the trial, he did not testify as strongly as he had
before. He said, "I will appreciate your giving this man as light a sentence as
possible. The Internal Security officer (Japanese) concurred too.

Fachibana and the defendant made a pledge in open court that what the defendant
did was bad, that he would not drink anymore and that he would not do this act again.

The Project Attorney also told me that in the drive to Alturas, Mr. Ress and Mr.
Tachibana got along very well together.-1 The three Japanese delegates had also said
that they would raise two or three hundred dollars for the man's defense. The Project
Attorney said he was disappointed in Mr. Pachibaha. "Why?" I asked.

I've heard that now he and the others are going around beating their chests and
saying, "I did it all."”

(The Project Attorney had hoped that Mr. Tachibana and the delegates would show
some gratitude for the fairness and mercy shown the defendant. The fact that the

Resegregationists were willing and able to raise that much money is interesting.)

TALK WITH THE MATSUDAS

Mrs. Matsuda told me that there is a big rumor in camp that Mr. Robertson was sent
away a while Black and Best saw to it that "the books were all fixred up" before the
Justice Department took over. (Robertson is due back here tomorrow.) I expressed my
appreciation for being allowed to attend the Meiji Setsu. Mr. Matsuda said apologeti-
cally that he didn't understand,why some of their members had not chosen to stand in
the firebreak but had remained on the outskirts next to the barracks. (It is with
these folks that I stood.) Perhaps they were afraid, said he. I asked what the
writing on the wings and the image at the extreme rear of the stage’ were. ~I was told
that both were the Kimigayo (the Japanese national anthem). Evidently I was so far
away“that the writing to which everyone bowed had appeared like a picture to me.

41; I.recall that Mr. Tachibana told me that he thought that:Mr..Ross was a spy./
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TALK WITH MR. TOKENAGA

Received an invitation from Mr. Tokunaga today to call on him. I found him looking
as chipper as ever with his four stitch scar beautifully healed up.

Story of Beating:

I never thought I had any enemies in camp. For a few days I thought it was a case
of mistaken identity.

I was coming home from a religious meeting at block 52 - I heard noisy footsteps.
One of my friends was at my side and the other was 15 feet ahead. The first man who
was attacked yelled. I turmed around and saw that big stick. I can still see the
club like a frozen picture but I don't know anything after that.

When I got up I didn't even know I was hit. I felt something dripping. I noticed
the blood. I thought I was clubbed. _

From the start until today I never felt any pain. I walked right home and the
blood stopped bleeding on the way. I went to the shower room and washed myself. I
saw that the cut was spread cpen. The ambulance came and we went to the hospital.

They put in four stitches. The most pain I felt was when they put in the four stitches.

After that, for a few days, everybody asked me why and how. I said I think it's
mistaken identity. Then one man who hasn't signed for resegregation and very antagon-
ietic to the segregation group, he spied all over camp why I was hit. 'He told me the
reason I was attacked. I and one other, Mr. Awsbaka, both of us, didn't sign. The
resegregation headquarters said that on account of us the people didn't sign.

I didn't speak against it. Whenever they asked me I just said that I didn't
sign it for this reason or that. There are six families in my barrack and only one
family signed. '

Another thing he spied out for me, about a month before that date I made a lecture
at a religious meeting. I said that this camp is no place for young men to make any
trouble. They should study. I talked about 45 minutes. What I said there was reported
to (Resegregationist) headgquarters. \w. Aa. K W\8

_One week after I was attacked the resegregants of Ward VIII had a meeting and
Zaehibana and Wekeyama made speeches. And Weakeyama spoke first and very aggressively.
He said, "For the greater cause it can't be helped to sacrifice the small cause.*

Young men, go ahead and do it. I'll take care of you."

Then > Pashibana stood up next and said, "Our group is not for violence. Our idea
18 not to do any harm to the non-segregants. 1This group (the boys Wakeyama referred
to) is not a member of our group." He said, "I'm very sorry that the|resegregants
are taking to violent actions."

T | . ¢
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Mr. Tokumaga then told me:

Among the resegregants there is one group already against violence, a modest
group and then Wekeayama's violent side.

\

Knifing in Block 78:

Lo |
¥

This boy's father signed the petition but he's very much against W&ka?uma. That's
why we think he was knifed.

Sentiment toward War:

T4t

(In the letter I had written him I had asked Mr. io¥ if he would care to
tell me how the people in camp felt about the war. In answer to this question, he said:)

[i. See fieldnotes, October 30;7
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Every Issei Japanese all blindly believe that Japan will win. So it's out of the
question how they feel. Of course the Issei Japanese in other camps might have
doubts about the outcome of the war. But the Issei in this camp all believe final
vietory is theirs.

So, what you call fence sitters, the Nisei all don't know why the Japanese war
started and how the war future would be. So they might change their mind as the
situation changes. But the Issei, I don't think.

Some Issei still have property outside. So they want to dispose of that after the
war is over and then go back to Japan. That's why they say they don't want to go back
on the first exchange boat.

Those Issei who leave camp for the outside are disgusted at the conditions in
camp (Tule Lake).

Even among the segregants there are many who want to live in peace.

Return to Trouble:

7\

When we came from Manzanar last February everybody said we don't want trouble.
But when Wekeyema started making trouble, the whole ward VIII got stirred up.
Kurthara says, "Give him plenty of rope and he'll hang himself up."

t FARL SR AN N
Speaking of Mr. @aehibama, Mr. Tokunaga said: "He's like Wakayama too, but he's
not so extreme." .

v “I heard a rumor that the Japanese govermment said that somg Issei in this camp is
good for n\?thing. In the first place, when \the Japanese governmént heard of the trouble
the WRA Administration was, torturing them. | Butthe-officiats thoughtthat-soon”the
Jape-wotld he-beatenyso-we-ean-breat—them aa e with. |

Of courge, my feeling, when we were chased into this camp, the Federal govermment
didn't mean harm us. But the WRA officials thought that soon| the Japs would be
| beaten, so we'\can treat them as we wish. ,
i And they \&reated us that way. In Manzaiar, Mr. Ne®h was so bad that one day he
was nearly geat‘é;n. We thought, "This Zsn't the policy of the Federal govermment
toward us." \ : \

When we came\to this camp from Manzanar, \the food was so [terrible for two months.
(The food at this \time according/to many old residents had greatly improved.) We found
out that was a trick. They didi't want to send people here.| The food in Manzanar was
so good while our fgod here was so poor.

Now when they went the Gamp residents in Manzanar to leave for the outside, they
give them the poorest food, They say, "If you want better/food, you go outside.”

War Situation:

Do you think that the American public believes the/news they are given about the
fighting in the Philippines and on Formosa. We hear the opposite things from Japan.

The Japanese strategy was actually the same ‘as I /guessed. In June the Japanese
Salt Lake City newépaper said, "What's the matter \with the Japanese navy?" Then I
wrote four pages jon the subject of the Japanese Pac¥fic strategy as I see it. I satid
that the big naval battle will be around Formosa apgd the Philippines.

What I woyld like to know is that if the Amepican Navy won the battle as they
claim, why are/they sending more American forces/to Leyte island?

Another thing, the recall of Stillwell andjthe resignation of the ambassador.
The papers sdy it is only ?\ . My guess is [that Stillwell and the American govern-
ment advised Chiang Kai Shek to wait until the[Navy battle. If they win, America will

/1. Mr. Tokumega may be referring to the rumo%s of mistreatment of segregees confined in
the stockade./

/2. Many segregants tended to blame seemingly unjust cxr cruel policies or decisions on
the local administrators rather than on the federal government. Indeed, I shared
this view for most of the perjod that I lived in the camps. See "Doing Fieldwork,"

p.lle.Z \\\
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TALK WITH YOSHIYAMA

<P o
Went to Yoéhi?ama's today, with a copy of the first meeting of the Daihyo Sha Kai
to see if I could get him to explain the confusing sections., Before we got to work
he told me that he wasn't going to be able to show me some real'trouble as he had
hoped. He told me that he had gone to see Mr. Tachibana and put 'before him a plan to
circulate a petition throughout the camp asking for the removal of Mr. Best. Simul-
taneously, in one night twelve igg'were to be beaten up. Mr. Taehidbana, it seems,
had not approved of this plan and prefers to wait and see if the Department of Justice
will take over the camp. According to Yoshiwama, Mr. Tachibarfa had said that Best
would send him (TFachibana) to Santa Fe immediately if such violence broke out.
Yoshiyeama was disgusted at Taehibama's caution. He said/ he doesn't care where they
send him. He said he was /going over to see Mr. Wakayama tomorrow morning.

N w
& /».15».\';', N o

!ﬂahlyama also said that he had gone to see Mr. Best about his renunciation of
citizenship.' He's sending for a form. If he renounces his citizenship, he feels
sure that Best will ship him immediately to Santa Fe (the internment camp for non-
citizens). Yeshiyama also told me that the inu living in his block had a meeting
the other day and talked about making a petltlon to get him out of the block. He
told me that he had told Mr. Best that if they did that he'd bring his boys and beat
up the whole block. He has two hundred boys, he said, and also a special group of
ten boys who have sworn to die for him. These ten have even given him their wills
in case they die or go to the electric chair. "Only five other people-in camp -- and
you -- know about this,” he said. 4Ye=@odst—Tf semebedy inus I willeprebably-be
blamedepe. ..

- & awaal h

0
TALK WITH MR. ROBERESON \Foe

— \ A n 3
/My talk with Mr. YQshégéma~had made me very anxious. If he "went to Mr. Kira

with his plan" there might well be another series of beatings. I could not stand by
and see this happen. In consequence, for the first time in my experience as a field-
worker, I became an inu. I called on Mr. Rebe##soft and told him about some of Mr.
Yoshiyama's threats. Mr. Robertson, however, looked\ sad and helpless and responded
almost as if he had not heard my |statement./ \
(U

Robertson told me that the Administration is now convinced that things in the
colony are in a state of exceptional peace. The factions are fighting among themselves,
but all else is serene. Nothing in the way of trouble is anticipated at all. Moreover,
at the last staff meeting Best read a letter from Dillon Myer in which Myer stated
that Tule Lake was in the most peaceful state he had ever seen it. Moreover, Best had
told Robexrtson that he had had a talk with Yoskisema and that he was convinced that
Yoshiyama was\belng very quiet and had decided to/behave himself.

o P ) ‘L\CU(A?
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NOVEMBER 13, 194k
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Called on Mr. Kurihara today. He opened the conversation by saying that he knew
very little-because he had purposely stayed at home. /His tone implied that he was
staying home because going out put him in danger, but I did not think it wise to put
this in my notes. I then told him that I, too, had heard rumors that people might
be beaten up. He nodded, but said nothing;/ I then asked him whether his written
denunciation of Wakayama is in capable hands. In other words, if the "gang" attacked
him, would the people to whom he has entrusted the papers, really have the guts to
give the papers to the authorities. He seems to think they will; in fact, one copy
is with a friend in Manzanar.

1T ' KN \ vivig )\ 0L

Kurihara told me that Waﬁéyama knows that Kurihara is opposing him tooth and nail.
If he murders| Kurihara or beats him up -- he's exposed. But if Wakagama leaves Kurihara
alone, he /uskayema/ must "sit and shiver constantly”. /This state of affairs did
not sound promising to me, but I did not say this to Mr. Kurihara./ I did my best to

-~ talk Mr. Kurihara into taking some kind of action, pointing out that it would be better
“to put Wakayama in jail right now if it could be done than to wait until some innocent
people are beaten or killed. But Kurihara did not seem to think much of my suggestion.
He told me not to worry about him. He's laying a trap for Wakeyema. He's told one of
( ~Wakayama's spies, he says, that he goes out two nights a week to!a class on Japanese
1 military singing. If they lay for him, they're going to die too. Then he opened a
drawer of his desk and showed me a curious weapon, a stout club, about six inches
long, to which a pipe joint was attached by a leather thong.

Zf left, still feeling very apprehensive./

/For the next week I stayed in my room working very hard on a paper which was to
be delivered at a conference of the members of the Evacuation and Resettlement Study
to be held at Salt Lake City. _However, just before I left Tule Lake, I called on Mr.
Kurihara and on Mr. Yeshidsfama./

Cala




¥

November 20, 1944 - p. 1 -23- (%,
NOVEMR:R "XEX 20, 194l

TALK WITH KURTHARA

¥es§£n Nekazawa is the name of the man who wrote the article exposing the Resegre-

gationists and the\Histemi murder. He is at the Granada Center, family no. 287 ____ .
N rwe,

.

Kurihara was in much better spirits today. It seems that one of the chief
councelors of the Sekuji Kenkyu had called on him and had a long talk with him. Kuri-
hara is now sure he has Wakeyama shivering in his shoes. This man informed Kurihara
that a few weeks ago Wakayama was responsible for several beatings.

\¢ | o

They even talk about each other. You see how they are.

They figure I'm not bluffing. They don't want to be dragged out. They tell me
1t wasn't them, but it was this guy (Wekapama).\< A~
A friend of mine spread the truth to the people of Manzanar. Ihose boys have
such confidence in me that they will not tolerate any nonsense. Even that bunch of
boys in Manzanar -- Hakeyema has about 30 boys under him -- they will definitely refuse
to support him if he ever,counceZA any viofence on me. He will be very much surprised
to hear that. S
I hold the respect of those boys because I was in San Pedro along with them.
K e ,

We hear that when Mrs. Mék&#éﬁa had a baby recently the chief surgeon in the
hospital coddled her. He greeted her every morming and treated her like she was a
princess. I don't know why she should get special treatment. We think Mr. Best gave
them special orders to be nice to her so that Wekegema wouldn't get mad.

(1 M

Kurihara also asked me how the new stockade (or jail) was getting along.

TALK WITH yosuE¥ama | 41>
¥ ot :

yoshiyamd was discouraged and saddened today. He said he was sick of the people
in camp. The first cause of his sadness was that 13 people were leaving for Crystal
City tonight to join the heads of their families who were moved from the stockade here
to Santa Fe. Yoshiwema's efforts to stop this had been a dismal failure. The second
reason for his depression was "that there isn't going to be any trouble for some time."

(Indubitably, the "wise old heads" of the Hooshi-dan have decided, at least
temporarily on non-violence.) In fact, Yeshiyama said, 'there wasn't going to be any
trouble for a long time.” K ¢Jn

He also showed me another letter from Mr. Hayashi in Santa Fe, apologizing for
his harshness in his last lettér. )Hayashi said he had been influenced by the majority
of the group in Santa. Fe and had L6st sight of the higher aims of the Negotiating
Committee. He thanked Yoshiyama/for all his efforts in his behalf. Hayashi is not
being sent to ‘Crystal City; nor/is his family.

There are three groups now. One group is our group, thé Resegregation Group or

the $6kuji Kikoku, and its gSubsidiarys the Sokokil Kenkyu-ddn. The otherigroup is

\trying to hold back our group because they've made a mispake before. Kai and Kuratomti,
we were waiting for them' to come.out and have Reverend Kat be one of the advisors and
Kyratomi one of the damsho or big shots of the young men's assoctation. They forgot
how much we had done for ther. %

¢ There's nothing we _can do for quite some ttme.

/k"I)wrot to Mr..Nakazawa) asking if he would care to send the study’ his article,
Chut” he die nqﬁ,respond £ \

~
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A T

A few days after I called on Pachibama myself. I talked
two hours with him. I told him, 'I'm going to Japan as you
are but your opinion and mine don't meet on how we should
behave in this camp. I can't see nothing that we gain by
making any trouble here. You say so often about the Japanese
Spirit. The Japanese Spirit is to adjust ourselves to
circumstances and be patient when we have to. And when the
Issei make big trouble — they are about 60 years old and they
hardly can't do much bad or good to Japan. But the Nisei are
young. If we want them to be good we must educate them in
camp to teach them what the real Japanese Spirit is. Japan
has a great big mission for the people of Asia, one billion
people. If Japan fought for the Japanese only, she might make
more profit. But Japan risks everything for the salvation of
one billion people. To fulfill this mission they can't make
trouble among themselves.

He said not a word. He simply cavilled at details. I
told him I'm not interested in details. He asked me not to
say anything about that I had called on him because he himself
might be misunderstood in his own group.

I suggested that there was a rumor to the effect that
those who attacked me were members of his seinen-dan. He
said, 'What?' I said, 'Of course, I don't mean you-did it
yourself., But as usual in any group there are always radicals
that you don't know. Whether it's true or not, the rumor is
that members of your group did that to me.' He said, 'We
don't do anything like that.'

MA2CH 18, 1945

DEVELOPMENTS OF WRA VS, HOKOKU

Completely igmoring the regulatiens, the KEKXZ Hekeku drilled
valiently en Saturday merming., Saturday afterncen, the presidentsifd and
viee-presidents ef both erganizatiems, the president eof the bugle corps, and
his assistant were arrested, The Hekeku then held as elaberate a ceremeny

on Sunday merming as they eeuld. Semewhat ever 600 people participated,

theugh {I heard that) many of the paremts ef the Jeshi made their girls

stay heme, fearing that there might be treuble, Several Internal Seeurity
ears, Geddman, and Barts, the X new Reperts Officer, wemt in., Geff teok

many pietures, Besides thei, nething was dene,




/1. In mid-Oeteber, Reverend Aramaki, the ImxdmpxefnkhEngwkuwim head of the

Sekeku Seinen dan resigned., It was said that he resigned beecause ef

z

widespread rumers xfimimmmr imsuting imntrality.7
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

(The follawing is verbatdm)~

Relocation

From the present outlook on the Japanese I'm absolutely certain they will have
to keep the camps open.

~Biddle's Statement

I thought it was a very good statement,-as if to make it look as if Mr, Biddle
- to some extent appreciated what was going on. He wanted to bring out some of the
‘facts in the camp.

"o

WRA's New Regulations

That bringing out the regulations affected the announcement by the Department
of Justice badly. It caused the Ho:shi-dan to get madder and they say no matter
what happens and no matter how we are treated we will carry the thing on to the
end. To some extent they have forgotten about not reuniting the families. The
announcement made by the WRA seemed to have more effect.

However, I believe when the present heat dies down some will gradually begin
to think over it again. They will grumble and argue and fight.

Sunday's Demonstration

Sunday morning they bugled. I watched. I thought they (WRA) would raid the
ceremonies, but they didn't. Such a thing as that will give them more courage.
The WRA must act when it is obligated to act. They act at the wrong time.

The Ho:koku can't do no harm but the trouble is they make threats. We don't
bother them, then they shouldn't bother us.

What they should do is pick up the leaders and stick them in jail for a long
time. Why don't they confiscate the bugles? b

The Ho:koku believe they will be reunited anyway.

They left the Issel agitators in camp. If they picked up those damnable - oh,
pardon me - agitators they could have cleaned things up long ago.

LA AN
e /1L

9 1
Last night I heard the rumor about Reverend Tseha again.

Coming Into Manzanar (In December 1942)

In Manzanar we wanted the military rule instead of the WRA. When the Army came
in, if the people were afraid or not I really couldn't say. I wasn't there. The
Japanese were really disgusted with the WRA. They indulge in politics and the Army
doesn't. The Army is rather severe. When it says Yes it is Yes and No is No.
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I then told Kurihara about the Ho:koku rumor that they were going to get $20,000 dollars
from the Japanese government as reward. He laughed and said they were crazy.
When I was in the stockade [at Tule Lake] one of the

fellows said that just for being in the stockade they were
going to get the distinguished service medal from Japan.

Reluctance To Leave Camp

Many Nisei don't want to go out of camp. When they go
back to Japan they are going to be questioned. They are going
to have to say that they helped produce in the American war
effort. When it is known in any community they go to, he's
going to be ostracised.

Then a lot of people stay because in camp they have no
worries bringing up their children. The basic reason though,
is fear of what will happen if they go back (to life in
America). All those who wanted to go out, don't go out.

Rumor On Why No More Pickups

There is a certain amount of talk about the fact that
there have been no more pickups. They say the government
can't afford to pick us up anymore. That's how it seems to
the Japanese right now.

TALK WITH Nemmg M S fmar™ ) VAt «
K .

; Noyeg/;etd' e that in-about/ a week the Immigration and Naturalization)Department will
start om about 3/000 hearings 4t Tule Lake. Their object/will be ‘to determine ‘whether
certain Issei adtually belong’ in Tule Lake.

S

Sunday Events

We fooled them in a way. It was an empty kind of
victory. They expected tear gas. They thought we were going
to run the cars right through the parade. All we did was walk

~ in between the lines. They were really super-goose-stepping.
G ):Ross went right up to people and snapped pictures right in
their faces.

N . L

(I asked why no attempt was made to take bugles away.) Ngg¢§\said,

That might have resulted in a fight.

The three men, presidents of the Ho:koku and Ho:shi-dan and the chairman of the bugle
corps were given 90-days. The chairman of the bugle corps was whistling the bugle tunes in
jail and he was told he'd be sprayed with cold water if he continued. They are being held
incommunicado.
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"We've xxkxxge get their piectures., We're gradually stepping up

the pregram. We're going te fill up the jail by regular investigatiens,
trials, and sentences, If a guy shews remere and premises nect te vielate
laws, he can ge back. When we accumulate & certain wumber we'll get
them remeved,

We may take the bugles away by taking in the wmembers and taking
their bugles,

There was a ceusiderable drep off in the Jeshi-dan Sunday.

Final renuneiaticn figures:

7250 Citizens in Tule Lake
5557 Remmmmbstésbtinnsmmm Reaunciatiens

/I was new ebliged to leave Tule Lake to eenfer with Dr. Themas in Berkeley about items

in the manuseripts I had prepared and weuld prepare for the szadgzfzz study, I did

net return te Tule Lake until April 9 7

b
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APRIL 9, 1945

TALK WITH MRS. DRSGHEN /0444 "

VA2, '

2V o VIO V3 :

Mrs. Des@hin informed me that Nages has been meeting in the colony with the Ho:koku and has)
been attempting to work out some kind of compromise with them. As Mrs. Desehin understands it, §
the suggestion being made is that if all those belonging to the Ho:koku who wish to be interned

are interned, the bugling will stop.

4
D>
-

TALK WITH KURIHARA

%
L~

All has been extremely serene,( said Mr. Kurihara. The only thing that promised the
slightest excitement was Mrs. Wakayama's statement that she was to be reunited soon with her
spouse in Crystal City. Some of the Internment widows were so incensed that they called on her
and threatened her with bodily harm.

The rumor went all over the camp. They said his wife had
even packed. The rumor started from her. As soon as she
received a telegram from her husband, she thought she was going A
to leave the camp in a very short time. But she's still here. (¥

\, Kurihara also told me that Dr. 6%ler had come to see him the other day. Osier brought up
the rumor and wanted to know what Kurihara knew about it. Kurihara had said that he
didn't know anything. Another thing that Kurihara can't understand is that Captain Martdém, on
his visit here on March 24th, had told the evacuee committee that he had spoken to Taehibana,
Kurihara wondered how he could have seen Ta:ﬁiﬁiha on his way here. 3

bt

The Ho:koku has stopped bugling since Sunday.

Meetings of Ho:koku and Neyes 7

I thought those meetings were a mighty good thing. I heard
that if they don't stop bugling and continue their semi-military
exercises, they were going to be sent to some camp and forced to
do hard labor. I heard that on Friday or Saturday. The next
morning they were bugling, but on Sunday we didn't hear a thing.

But the Ho:koku boys say that they'll stop buging if they're
picked up and sent to an internment camp.

Immigration and Naturalizationg§ Service Here at Tule Lake
¥

Kurihara said that the presence of this body here had made next to no impression in the
colony and is causing no talk.

I heard only one person summoned to appear. It affects the Issei only.

Spanish Consul and Japanese
Kurihara laughed. We lost respect for the Spanish Consul long ago.
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If Mrs. Wakawyma had really gone, the other Ho:koku wives
might have done her bodily harm. Several people came to me to
ask me whether the rumor was true or not.

Ho:koku's Beliefs in Reuniting of Families

I've noticed no change in their feeling about reuniting
families. They refuse to believe it (will not take place). They
didn't get excited (about the statement that there would be no
re-uniting) as I had anticipated.

K AN

It was mainly the women who got excited about Mrs. Wakayama.

They themselves are missing their husbands.

Cut In Rice in Tule

They cut down the rice from 65 to 50 pounds per hundred
person. We are saying that we'll be getting two meals a day

pretty soon.

TALK WITH MR, GOODMAN

ZTI called on Mr. Geedman iux after dimner and found him very anxiocus and tense,
He had effered the Resegregatienists their choiee ¢f three propesitiens - and they
Rad chosen "No., 3, that the aetivities weuld stop if all male members ever 18 whe
desired it, were interned," (See Fisldnetes for additional detail))/

I breught up seme ebjections te Geedman's plan, the ¥ ehief ene being that it
would net step the xsmXkx fundamental treuble - the eld issue of resegrega-
tien,. ., it would net step the adult Resegregationists frem pressuring fer
reunity with their intorned males., Te them, this signifieds a sueecessful
consummation ef their eld aim, resegregatien. Geodmandy/d did not acree.

He said that the Xy x¥x enly alternative was te use ferce, tear gzas, and

guns. « +Then he teld me that the real reason he was taking actien was that he
feared that if he didn't kmk the Department ef Justiee wenld crucify the WRA
again by getting this mareing and bugling inte the newspapers, ruining re-
lecationp etco. o I asked ®mEw Nr. Goeeodman hew many meetings Neyes had had with
the HBkeku in my absence and he said he'd been sork meeting xkw wikikk with

them almest every day since last Monday. He was all wern out.
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APRIL 13, 1945

TALK WITH KURIHARA

On Proposed Pickup

I spoke to the boys here and got their opinion and that
conversation. I came to the conclusion that although there
will be a great deal of injustice done to many of those
dumbells, if they intern another 500 or so, the Ho:koku-dan
will be busted up completely. They may or may not stop
bugling after that. There are some boys less than 10 years
old bugling now.

The Ho:shi-dan might incite the people here to act one
way or another. The majority of the people who don't belong
are not going to be stirred up by the Ho:shi-dan.

If the people are not reunited, it's their own fault.

As it stands right now I doubt if they'll quit (bugling).

To give you the true facts as I see it, the Ho:koku-dan
and Ho:shi-dan members are not so arrogant as they were.

(Sally [¥5masﬁi;o] said the same thing yesterday. The people don't glare at her in her
block anymore.)

As I see it today they feel more shy than they used to.
In the beginning, if anyone didn't belong, they insulted them.
Today, it's just the other way. So they themselves came to
realize that they're not so powerful; and no longer have an
organization back of them to enforce their ideas. Many of
them want to quit. Many don't care to belong to it anymore.
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Relocation

I hear from Manzanar that one-third of the people are
going to relocate. The remaining 2/3 are not going to
relocate.

We went over the possibilities of what might happen in late summer if more force were

applied to get people to relocate. Kurihara thinks it is more likely that the people will
riot rather than renounce citizenship.

President Roosevelt's Death

Kurihara made no expression of condolence. Like many people in camp, he seems to be
strongly anti-Roosevelt. He said with some satisfaction:

I heard Mr. Truman made a statement in the Senate that
he cannot assume the responsibility.
The Ho:koku
The people were influenced strongly to sign. The

youngsters have no mind of their own. People call the
Ho:koku Boryoku-dan (terrorists). )

Loyals Who Came In With Segregants

The WRA wanted to use them for spies. That's the
see it.

Result of More Pick-ups

I think the Ho:koku-dan will be busted up. But the
Ho:shi-dan will coerce the youngsters to bugle. They're just
doing it to spite the Administration.

Their number hasn't increased, but it was decreased
since the last pick-up. That shows another pick-up will
completely uproot them. I think they should be told that
they will not be rejoined with their families.

They [Ho:shi-dan] must push resegregation as much as they
can because they're ashamed in front of the Japanese here.
They want to make believe they can make the Administration do
it and they don't want to lose face with the Japanese.

TALK WITH KURATOMI

From what I've-heard the Ho:koku gang is-breaking into
segments. Some of them though will go to any extent to be
reunited with their families.  They/ will /resort to” any 'action

to realize that prospect. -Making a compromise.will cause more
trouble~to“the WRA and Justice will have to step in and take
over., :




/:@n April 16, Dillen Myer, ti Natienal Dir er of WRA visited Tule Lake,

He dilivered a leng address te the Caucasis ,aff members in whieh he

emphasized the need te need"te build the community baek te a mermal

xEmmmmihym ebnditien as fast as we can witheut making t

need teo encouage relecation.f He alse teld tue staff

this reem are prebably faced with eme of the mest diffieult
I'm geing te xxe do everything I can te

staying here and finishing a geed Fwibrmuxx

anything."

Dillen Myer alse addressed the bleck managers at Tule Lake., An accsunt

ef this meeting wae given me by Mr. Ta

Myer speke te the bleck managers yesterday. I steed euts
windewfd te listen beecause I didn't have any business insidd,

He stressed wis intention is te relecats the peeple, He gave out
five reasens km ef the WRA pmimax pelicy ef clesing the eightf
eenters inelusing Tule Lake, g , definitely set the time,but

by 1966 this eamp will be tramsferred te the Justiece Department,
mere than fair te relecate the Nisei, They me=x
are entitled te get eut and lead a nermal life,

2. Was that all the satrietic effert of the Jamanese Ameriean
seldeirs have achieved in Ttaly im¥wemw influeneed the Ameriecan people
te change their minds teward the Japanese.

3e Was of all the undying WRA effert has been grasdually beginning
te shew eutside that the Japanese sheuld relecate., The peenle rare
seceepting the Japanese,

i, He gave crédit te these wae had already resettled sutside, They
had dene a splendid job, The Japanese have mere friewds new than
¥rm prier te evacuktien,

5. He said that the welfare ageneies eutside were mere willi
nelp new than they weuld be after the war.

Tada thean remarked:
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many ef the bleck managers understeod

o

ot translated. Exeept fer a few

1 undersseed,

bleck manager yesterday,

'\'WQ U,’:‘\"‘.)? Rut he
D




werk eut a pregram, Myer has talked it

over with IXKXE Innes, They have tentatively agreed that we eould have
anether remeval (internment)s o .« o

I had them (Resegregationist leaders) werking for me getting the
signatures ef xmxmm peeple whe agreed te abide by the eenditiens,
I teld them hew te prepare the signatures, alienes, eitizens, wemen,
ete, They get tne name, address, family number, and aliend registratien
number, ., They even signed up the kids ene and twe years old, It's
like the old Resegregatisn Mevements o +

A half a dezen familes are geing te ge te Crystal City frem here,
The men are being transferred frem Santa Fe, X Kira is ameng them
beeause he has a bad heart.

2

3 4 : £ . \ hawm | . 2
Before I left Mr. Geodman asked me what weuld Rappen if the men whem he has

Lor s
Qi .
e

e ' 3 Hl - g . Bk nat 1 S o
lined up fer internment were net intermed., NI I said I dide't think auything

TALK WITH KURIHARA

I've noticed no worrying in this block about Mr. Myer's speech. The Block
Manager told me about it while we were in the latrine. We just laughed it off
without coming to any definite conclusion.

We don't pay any attention to Mr. Myer. All we said was "Ana bakataria,” that
means, "That damned fool.” I don't think there is any worrying about it or talking
about 1it.

Relocation

If they really wanted to get the fence-sitters out they ought to say that all
those who want to go out must go out by a certain date. Then all the fence-sitters
will move fast.

\
1P
ygicyama's desertion from Santa Fe may make some of the Ho:shi-dan and
Ho:koku-dan people quit.

Three or four people bugle here in this block early in the morning for ten or
fifteen minutes just for the sake of the few members in this block. There are
doctors in this block and other people who would like a good rest.

If it was good bugling that sounds pleasant to the ear it would be all right.
But most of the time it's flat or off beat. It's really annoying.




FEaxk
TALK WITH GEPESXMKMXEIMX MR. KUNITANI

Z—@nnnpnhin Mr. Kunitani, who had beew ehairman ef the Dainye Sha Kaiffd/

1 3

had ¥x then been imprisened in the skxmaksex steckade, was ene of my

ables reﬁcnicnta.;7

} £ ¥l 1

er a fellew whe's geing te Crystal

Yesterday they held a par

1

City. The eommen peenple there said that they didan't think that

7

Justi Was ng te have anether interament., They say WRA may be thinking

7
o

that, but they den't ki believe it, I was rather amused by that.

fin Myer's Sepeeeh te the Bleck Managers

As yeu kvew the mx majerity ef the Bleeck Managers are eold
that at least ene-third eof them den't understand Englisn, In my
blpee the Blesk Manager made ue anneumcement whatever, I thimk tue
peeple shoulsd have been motified ef Mr, Myer's ebject, I dare say
that ever half of the peeple in eamp don't kwow dw what he said, The
Xmohikmhallewell Star deseriptien was very ebseure,

On Mr. Wakayawxax Kira
Mr. Kira's being taken te Crystal City will kave a very queer
reaction, The Heshi-dam peenle felt that he was sue of the
leaders, New they are suddenfly cenfrented with the faet that he

-

ané pis brether-in-law are the suly enes heing sent frem Santa Fe
te Crystal City, Seme methers wad wives have reecently received letters
frem Sxwkax¥x the Justiee Department, after they asked fer family re-
unien, telliung thm there si te be ne family reunien,

AT

New Pelitieal Mevemenbs Starting in Camp

The representative bedyfd te

the Spanish consul is eme greup, the Warden's Or-
ganizatien is anether greup and the Civie Organizatiems is anether
. Wagatsuma, Shimizu and Iwe - they seem te be

zetting tegether ans making a bid fer prestige. I hoepe they went't

fer persenal glery,
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TATX W ITH XORIHATA

I asked KIN{E he had heard of the rumor of the rcaoticmr'y orzanizatbd n

Korztomi hed told me about lost week. He said B2 had not, hu?im thet
if thet group storted smythirg, t-‘ney wouldn't get anynhere with the
peo‘pls. He'1l keep his eyes open for them, thourh,

Relocation

If they (WRA) stort to svesuraze pesple to move and relooste, they're
going to £ind pratty strons opgosition,

Shortweve stelonent sn "lorz mer™

That stetemsnt wss mods ov Genern) Yomashits in tha ™illioires, ss
i he prepared to oppose irosrthur. i sedidbe would fizht for 20 yeurs,
¢ Soma of the, aspecislly Assei, I think, did comtemrinte relocatinm alter
;. besyirz that,

Ta lk on Dept., of Justice

Some reorle sre tntRing sbout aket w311 heppen bere when Justios t ek s
over, I've told trem Justice w11 hove to pointain t's Parm herey axd
var inus enterprices to supply the reeds of the oamp, J bsligve the
Dept, of Justice zerfers Lo nss tre c€0pla whire they want to work, Of
course, soré of the work will bes cut out,

Since my rind is mocde up, whet ¢iffererne does it make 3if Just ice,
WRA or the Ar-y runs the comp?

—
\

M‘W& ko "B1er's Office Brrken TR 2
= L= L  frt
(0%1“'8 office 1is quite c10o%e to XY barysck,) "I henrd about thet,
It seeis some intruder ¥wst mas justpPptent to ransack the nlnce when the
Jenitor cema aveund 20d Yz oot out, They orooably w-ated tn gtesl the
tycewrit<rs or gorething,
(I(ﬁnd T orpes thet the %ot wos not motivated b hogtility tow=rd
O;]@!‘ éa-‘l&

, LA Oarta
(I&/‘"t?fsa hnd o ariteup of the ‘vanzomay trouble, whioh he offered to
five me when he has it trred up, I don't Ymew whether \te heve t‘nisAar
: g . ; § Al
not, but whan offercd, it's aysoys oast to taka, 8o Iw?thﬂ e wou&a‘-

be wry eratzful for it,)

/ K ind

"eelermrn was in the U, S. Arny 811 rizht - but *n the Noti-nal Guayrd -

[ ol isvnii - he never scw “«nf st ion,




id-Mayl wa liged te leave Tule e and return te Berkeley.

the atemie beombs were dropeecd en Nixmikks Hireshima and Nagasaki,

M

Mr. Xurihara, te whiewZ

jed several terrible dewunciatery letters frem
reply. When, in XX Nevember ef 19&?,

)

Kurikara was shisped te Japan he seat me a pest | on whie

in blmgkoookXya blark verse, a seam biddingz farewell te a friend.,/

/
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JANUARY 31, 1945

TALK WITH KURIHARA

Sentiments Toward Innocent Men Taken to Santa Fe

In the first place they shouldn't have joined the
organization. I believe some of those boys whom I would say
shouldn't have been sent to Santa Fe will benefited by the
pickup. They will have to associate with those boys for some
time and they will find out the true nature of those
roughnecks. They'll have plenty of time in there and after
they are released, it will be better for them.

After it (Ho:koku) was organized it went wrong because of
the leadership of the men who led the organization. They
should have been punished very severely.

Pickups

They were expecting it so they weren't surprised at all.

The people (not Ho:koku) aren't crying about it.

(I remarked here that some people had seemed very sorry about the pickups.) Said
Kurihara sternly:

You don't live right amongst the people and feel the
pressure. Very fortunately this block is not as crazy as the
others.

In certain blocks the Sokuji Kikoku Ho:shi-dan went

around to take signatures to determine whether the original

members are sticking with them or breaking away. In several

blocks, I hear, a good many are breaking away.

M ,
Kurihara also asked me if- it were true that hliégg%b had been beaten outside of the

stockade after he had arranged for the release of the teachers. I said, no, because if this
had occurred I would certainly have heard of it.

)

Department of Justice Statement

It amused me a good deal. It sure disgraced many of them
(Ho:koku). If they had shame enough, they wouldn't have the
face to come out with. We all agreed that it ought to have
put a stop to it (Ho:koku). But it seems it didn't.

News of Exchange

Everybody is rejoicing. But who's going to get the
chance? They're all happy about it. But only one out a
hundred will get the chance.

I remarked here that some people had not seemed very happy about it and had scoffed at
the idea. It occurred to me that these reactions might be coming from the people who really

didn't want to go back to Japan. I suggested this to Kurihara. He agreed, saying,

They are afraid of exchange because they fear they will




1. On January 29, the Newell Star published a statement by DGLLEEC

Dillon Myer to the effeet that "those who do wct wish to leave the
EEWK

ZTTule Lake/ eenter at this time are nct required to do so sha and may

eontinue to live here or at some similar eemter until January 1, 1946,"
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be taken into the Army. [in Japan] \\\

> A2

A e o
The statement Mr.ABurligg made about the draft dodgers
was very true. )

On More Pickups

If the Ho:koku doesn't know when to stop, it will do
them good. I heard from a certain party who wrote back from
Santa Fe stating that 'This is no place for anmy of us.' He
said he thought that all who are in Santa Fe would be all
Japanese, but they are not. He shouldn't complain because he
himself claimed to be a real Japanese. Some people I have
talked to are rejoicing over the justice that was done to
them.

Department of Justice Statement

When that statement was put out in messhall 8, for two
days the people were crowded around it and reading the news.
Many were so interested they were reading it for a couple of
days at least.

Dillon Myers' Statement of the 29th o

Kurihara was utterly disgusted with this statement. In fact, it had annoyed him so much

that he composed the following which he gave to me:

L
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L A
TALK WITH MR. TORKUNAGA
JAcedreetn
Mr. Tokundga was in good health and very high spirits. He could hardly wait to tell me
the good news:

I've heard WRA has called in 18 of the Resegregationists:i The
people first thought they were arrested by the FBI. All of them are
pleased. Excepting those who are members, of course.__iﬁey want them to
be taken away. Kurihara was most pleased of all.

I then told Mr. Tokunaéa that I had heard that Mr. Wakayama had not applied for

renunciation of citizenship. ‘okunaga was amazed, since Wakayama has been making such a
tremendous show of his super-patriotism. He forgot himself far enough to exclaim,

Why, that dirty son-of-a-gun. I thought he renounced it a long long
time ago.

The members of the Sokoku are narrow-minded. Many of them were
sorry after they signed and found out what was inside. But if they
cancel their signatures, they're scared. So they can't cancel their
signatures,not even if at the same time they didn't want to be one of

them.

I understand that Wakayama and Tachibana have both resigned.

\
\ )

iakuﬁﬁgé then asked me if I had heard how Kurihara had stopped Wakayama. I said I had
AL AU

heard some of the details but not all. v

-4

Well, said Tokuﬁégé, maybe I shouldn't tell you if Rurihara didn't.

But, said I, Kurihara is such a modest man that he won't tell me
because it would seem like boasting.

L “‘)g f".‘
agreed that Kurihara would never tell me the full part he played and so he
proceeded to give the following account:

)

"

Wéka&éﬁa was in Terminal Island before the war and so was Kurihara.
So they know each other for a long time and Kurihara knows the
personality of Wakayama and that he is always for himself only.

He knew everything that he did in Manzanar. He knew Kira was a coward,
And still ke bragged himself. But Kurihara kept quiet as leng as Kira didn't do

ény big wrong, BGE But sinece Kira's follewers had attaeked me at night
l. #=wx Mr. Norden, representing the Department of Justiee, had arrived at

Tule Lake on Deeember 6 to epen hearing for remuneiants. xhootxa Whem he heard
of the Resegregation Groups, he preceded to investigate tkwmxmomt then and
interview the leaders,




Tle
Kurihara was as mad as a bulldeg. He came to me immediately the next day and
said he's geing te either kill him er have him arrested beeause he knew everything
what he did in the past. I teold him te be quiet amd te see what will happen
in a menth or twe,
Then a youmg boy was slashed. And the fellow who attacked him was ene
of the men who attacked me,
And then Kira tried te attaek Kurihara. He planned it and Kurihara
found out. And then Kurihara was kind of zdxx alarmed. And one of the Sekeku menm,
a mean fellew, he and cne other went te Kurehara early in the morning. Beth
went there and stayed there talking until twe mfx e'eleek in the afternoen,
And Kurihara said te them, 'I might be attacked and killed, but in the mean-
time I might kill a eouple of ycu. I dedieate myself to the justice and
welfare of ti=maw the eamp, That's the only way we ecan keep the peace in the
eamp. When Utabashi and Amaya were attacked, I was ready te punish Kira, But at
the rexgmme request eof Itabashi and Amaya, I withheld., But wow I am ready.
And then he teld those two men whe were representatives of Mr. Kira all that
he knew about Kira and his mmxomex mevements, He said, "You are having as leader
sueh a man as Kira., De you know about this? These two men were surprised.
Before this, these iwe men had said, "As leng as we let you alone you

sneuldn't mind wnatl Xm nappens in eamp," ZXXE& Then Mr. Kurihara was nadder

than ever, "Whatl!l!" he said. Then he teld them all about Mr. Kira.

And that was Thursdat er Friday, The next morning Kira resigned, fer the
reaseon that his wife had a baby and there was a lot of work to de in the
house., And the baby was bera about four menths ago.

Ever sinece Kuihara had teld all abeut Kira a let of pecople have found out
what he was, The peeple didn't knew (before) and they wershniped him humbly. But
new they've found out that he's a ecoward amd just deing everything for

publieity.

/7On the night of October 30, a young man, whose father (it was said) had

spoken against the Resegregationists, was attaeked with a knofe by a man
knowa te be a fellower of Mr.Kira. I asked Mr. Itabashi about tnig.t




Lrakimpgmhffianr

Evervbody was mad that he was given a light sentence, I understand the
ry g >

boy's.father is a Sekeku man . He didn't know the.inside eof that party
When
was so rotten, %kmm/he foumd cut hew rotten the inside wags, he was indig-

nant at Kira and wasxzmmkx speakkng about it eopenly. That's why he son

was attacked, I heard,
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The Police acted immedi

. : : ediate
Shitanishi brothers lamath Falls jail. Kim

s were arrested. _ . UEFa, two Yamamete.

leaders of the Sok Kﬁz‘&é»ua&atakenﬁtog. Before the,arrests were iajzd iy

immediately’ t;jéed gh? Administration that if steps were not taken
Noyez,tszégsozzrhands: They said Fhey have 1,000 young
il Pl tg exc1t§d and worried about this. He
Asaltyss &) € assailants were arrested and is now
8§ off. The Sokoku has hinted at possible killing
3

ly/and

DECEMBER L6, 19LL

TALK WITH MR. KURTIHARA

On Kuratomi-er ¥.¢t§;em@,5erving on_Internal Security

Personally, I don't think it will work. The Japanese are not
foolish enough to take chances. I don't think /they'll cdare to
jeopardize their own life«~ Of course, a lot /depends on their Anfluence.

Possibility of Sokoku Seinen-dan going wild

Ao

I was informed that the Q{ﬁﬁia bunch didn't have anything to do with
that beating. The man who was attacked was Miyemetd and his son. And
—Miyamoto is one of the very ardent supporters of the Ho:shi dan. Now he

was beaten by one of the former members of the §Seinen dan who was
dismissed or asked to resign. And the people who did the beating,
although the notice is placed on the bulletin boardsycould never have
beaten this person. I heard there were only 6 men in the group which
attacked Mr. Miyameto... Wiliwrag

So there is an internal trouble among themselves.

There are quite a lot of rumors. That the attacking group was
Tsuda's group and Mr. Kim@ra is considered one of those that did the
beating. From the rumors /circulating through camp now, Kimura would be

X A \ A A
¢ VWO A
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icked up. In reality he's innocent, from inside information.
P P v s

So I think it's up to the Administration to release these boys.
Quite a number of people were right on the spot of the beating and
through them the information will leak.

From what I heard, the person who did the beating has spoken before
the crowd, openly denouncing the Ho:shi dan policy. He was denounced as
a spy and asked to resign and was dismembered. He wanted to know the
reason he was dismembered. They couldn't give him the reasons. So the
secretary Miyamote couldn't give the reasons. So the other person beat
him. Thifﬂiﬁ nothing but an internal explosion.

V"R AAAA QNN

I think there will be more trouble. This is the beginning of the
disintegration of the organization. If the leaders are picked up now
and thrown behind bars the camp will quiet down. If not - the fire has
started. It will be depending on the way the wind blows. The whole
building will be burnt down.

If the U.S. government wishes to avoid any extra trouble with the
Japanese government (and there is bad trouble in camp here), undoubtedly
the Japanese government will step in and do something to the United
States citizens over there. The trouble is very little now. But if
this trouble gets big enough for them to take an interest in, the
government here as well as the people will suffer.

N d eud GAN

Attitude of the people on the beating o

I think the people are now disgusted to some |extent and are glad to
see things of that nature (like the beating) happeny If they were
opposed to it, I think the men who thrashed M&yamo&é would have been
mobbed on the very spot. But I heard they stood and listened to what he
had to say like a good audience. He made his speech after he had beaten
Hiyama§ . He spoke against that organization - how crazy they were,
etc. \. It F WA

A&

Sokoku and gamblers

The Sokoku is against the gamblers so naturally they would invite
their opposition. They (Sokoku) have been talking about that for some
time. They intended to clean out the gamblers but I don't see why they
didn't take the action.

Kurihara's Renunciation of Citizenship

I don't want to be questioned again. I1I've been questioned so much.
I don't want to go through that rigmarole again.

Kurihara Questions Me

[Mr. Kurihara suddenly asked me how, in November, I had found out that a series of
beatings was being planned. I hesitated to tell him, for while I had squared my betrayal of
Mr. Yoshdwama with myself, I did not want to mention names and I was afraid that stern-

Tl
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Y
principled Mr. Kurihara would think I had behaved like a sneak or, possibly, like an immoral
woman. But I felt a strong obligation to him and so, hesitantly, I told him what had
happened, adding, 'I was afraid that you would scold me.'] He replied:

Do you think I would scold you when you saved my life?
Then he smiled and remarked: Young men are certainly foolish.




December 21, 1944 : 85 7S Rosalie Hankey Wax

Tule Léke Fieldnotes

Gunderson: Did you tell Mr. Imachi to get out of the block?
Miyamoto: Yes, I did.

Gunderson: How long had you know Mr, Imachi?
Miyamoto: I've known him for a short time.

Gunderson: Do you know who called /the police?
Miyamoto: No.

GUNDERSON RECALLS UCHIDA

Gunderson: You stated you live in 32. Someone told you there was a fight in 54. Did you
call Internal Security?
Uchida: Yes.

Gunderson: Is there any/feeling on your, part that/ this was anything but a personal matter,
between Mr. /Imachi and Mr. Miyamoto?
Uchida: I don't know.

Gunderson: Personally I'm asking — all the witnesses for the prosecution have had clipped
heads and all the witnesses for the defense long hair. I'm judging a case between
two individuals and not between two political organizations. To/ the best of your
knowledge do you feel it is a personal matter?

Uchida: (Looking indescribably uncomfortable and woebegone) I don't know.

Gunderson: If it/ were on a larger basis would you be in a position to know?
Uchida: I don't understand. (Asks that question be put into Japanese.)

(Tsuda asks Uchida to put the question to Tachibana.)
Uchida: I'm very sorry but I don't understand. What do you mean by larger?

Gunderson: Is this a personal matter or is it between two groups?
Uchida: I don't know.

Gunderson:/ You made the telephone call and I wondered if you as an officer had made the call?
Uchida: I know Mr. Miyamoto myself.

UCHIDA /DISMISSED - TEN MINUTE RECESS ¥OR PREPARATION OF HEARING OFFICER'S STATEMENT.

i e
[Here;~one~page—-of -my-notes~has been lost.

DECEMBER 21,139

Vi

/

TALK WITH KURTHARA R L B C B S it

K ne—

I gave Mr. Kurihara a quick resume/of the highlights of the trial, part of which he found
very amusing. On the rumor that Wakayama was still active he said:
Why didn't he (Best) chuck him into jail? Giving way to him really
makes me disgusted. I've heard that they rounded up the boys with the
bugle and summoned the members of the organization. It looks to me as
if block 82 (Wakayawa's headquarters) was informed immediately. So he
immediately summoned the boys who are his ardent supporters. I heard

2B 2N
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that.Geﬂji led the group on a forced march/ to block 541(4£adr—-this—gets
er§a1eseand<crazfév*éaﬂnd directed them to| take positions at various
points. Therefore, Gemsdi is acting as Wehn#ama's lieutenant in that block -
no dou?t. After he got there he listened to what Mr. Fmaelwi said. After g
llsten}ng he felt there was good sound reasonirg back of it. Indi;ectl
he admitted he couldn't order the boys to proceed with the fracas and 3
Wakayama at that time was standing far away and taking in the sights.

T p .

Imxmeom riexd ki kxxxxk
ZT remarked that mest f the peenle who testified fer the Resegregaticuists

had been very poer witmesses at the trial, Scme nad lecked downright
terrified,/”

, The Seinen-dan was coerced to go as witnesses. They didn't see all
ofit or know the story. They were probably picked by the leaders to go
and they went without know the true story.

Families Leaving Sokuji Kikoku

I heard many families have resigned. They used to be very strong in
block 54. Formerly there were only six families who were not members.
But now - today there are only five or six families belonging. In block
25 the members seem to have protested very strongly about some people
there and they were asked to resign. One hundred more did resign.

All those who had been asked to resign are willingly resigning or
breaking away. Many are breaking away whether they are asked to or not.

My conviction is that there will be more trouble, but probably not on
a large scale.

Leaders of Sokuji Kikoku

-

They're trying their best to keep this down. To what extent they will
succeed I don't know. But that man Wekayama will continue to agitate and
cause trouble. He's insane in that particular way.

What I am afraid of is that in these boys who were released (gamblers)
there will be a certain ahrd feeling implanted in their minds through
their arrest and that the grouch will not be released until they take
action.

(/? ;J c‘.l.’r‘,l‘ lr;"
Part of Imachi's Speech

He said, 'This organization is making hoodlums out of the boys here,
a bunch of gangsters. Are you people who are the fathers and mothers of
these precious boys going to permit this organization to make hoodlums out
of your boys?'

The people that I've talked to are very happy over this. It's
wonderful that this has happened. This is the beginning of the end of the

organization.

But I hate to see it disband. With a good leader and organized right
it would be all right.

In general, the people are rejoicing over the fact.

hes ied to make a pgew art bv chapngine

Rosaliﬁ(ﬂankey Wax



FOOTNOTE

)

L. On Decemser 1| the Western Defense Command rescinded the corders mExxkmkk
excluding Japanese Amerieans from the West Coast. Un Decegber 19, the Newell
Star aaneunced that "the mew system will permit the great majority cf pers: ns

of Japanese ancestry te move freely anywhere in the U. S. that they wish te ge."
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I said, 'If you put in a very good leader you won't have to change the
name of your organization.'
N \,\.,;
The more they trust Wéka¥ama now the better it will be, because
when they finally find out that he isn't what he says he is, the
greater will be the repercussions.

1

Opening of the Coast

There has been quite a disturbance here. Of course we expect that
quite a number of people will go out. But the majority will remain.

They seem to know that the Army and the WRA will kick them out
anyway. But they're not going out voluntarily.

You'll find probably 99 families out of a hundred are financially
embarrassed. If they had any kind of work to go to when they leave,
that would be some protection, they might not be so worried. But if
they have no work promised - they will be tremendously worried in their
minds. You can't blame them for refusing to go out.

I blame the United States government. It ought to know that after
three years working for a mere pittance, people can't go out. ‘Hyny have
spent their money and are utterly destitute.

If its a single man like me, I could get any kind of a job. With a
family that cannot be done. I could do manual work. It it's permitted
me to go back to the coast, I could jump on any boat and make my living
as an ordinary fisherman. Or I could be an accountant. But with those
who are not trained - - -

Anyway, the United States has done a most disgraceful thing in
history. It repeats it again. It is one of the blackest things in the
history of the United States.

I'm pretty positive I'll be detained in camp so I have nothing to
worry about. Financially I'm provided to leave camp and get along for a
year without working.

<I"then.asked-Kurihara how the people-would feel about the release of the eleven boys on
parole' v '

£’ the boys are released, we don't care what-the verdict is.

TALK WITH NQYES \
7 |

/
/

T kné@ Noyes would be very excited and communicative after the trial so went over to pick

up what I/ could.
| : ,

/ We _had a long conference with Tachibana,) Kuratomi, Uchida and Tsuda

/| after the hearipg at which /time it was again explained why the men were
being parolled /to Sanborn. | Sanborn asked Uchida whether he could
control his boys. He asked\ Tachibana whethg¢t he could control ‘the
situation. 'They also asked Kuratomi and Psuda - and Kai and Wakayama
were mentioned too. It was explained to the leaders of both sides that
if any incident occurred they would all be responsible.

)
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/ On Deeember 27, 70 men, most of whom were offieers of the Sokuji Kikcku

doshi dan or the Hokoku Seimen dan were arrested by the Department of Justiece

N
and removed to the detention center at Sata Fe, 7
A =




FOOTNOTE
T. Jonm L Burling, Assistant Direetor of the Alien Ememy Control Umit of the

Justiee Departmeat, had been condueting interviews of persons who had
rencunced their eitizenship.
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

Kurihara was not feeling regretful or sympathetic.

They (Department of Justice) made a pretty clean sweep.
:“L & ;‘3" ® II "7§‘|'NO
I asked if he thought auy one in camp would be/ capable of committing murder over this.
He said nobody he knew would except perhaps Tsutome Higashi, who is an unbalanced fanatic.
% -Higashi, incidentally was the man who stormed into Burling's office and demanded to be seen.
He is now the new head of the Ho:koku Seinen-dan (young men's organization).

I expect a little trouble. There may be threats made.
Whether they will be carried out, I can't say, but they will
create fear and unrest throughout the camp.

The Administration may figure that since some of the
leaders have been picked up, things will quiet down. But I
think there will be more troubles.

OKIMURA

As to killing - I doubt very much if Esh¥gami said that.
He's not that type of person. But undoubtedly, threats have
been made.

The people have experienced a little fright after the
incident (last November). They are not starving for
excitement and will not demonstrate as a mob.

If the gamblers were raided and cleaned out, then the
Ho:shi-dan (Resegregation Organization) would come to see that
they (E;QZénd Kura®omi) are not dogs. It depends on who they
would bag. fe Ikumatip

Of course, quite a lot of injustice was done in picking
up the boys. The boy next door had just joined the Seinen-dan
and in less than a month he was picked up. His wife is TN
pregnant and that causes tremendous worries for her as well as
him. Although I don't sympathize with none of those boys
personally.

\

Prospects In Santa Fe )
i Kina Y M‘fv’i"‘}”nv

As far as Taghibana and Wakayama are concerned, I foresee
if they are quartered in the same barrack in Santa Fe (and
there probably will be 30 to 50 men in one barrack) I predict
those guys will have a nasty time fighting among themselves. L
I sure would like to be there and listen to the arguments. It{/3v”
will surely be comic. Undoubtedly Tachibana will blame
Walkaydatia for transforming the organization into a gang of
hoodlums and probably Wakayama will blame Tachdbama because he
didn't have enough guts. Constantly they will fight among
themselves. They're caught and in a place where they will
experience hardships. Leaving their wives and children like
this, they have lots to worry them.

I suspect something about Mr. Best permitting those boys
to organize. In Gila, they had a young men's association. They
were engaged in political matters and harming the peace of the
camp. Their leaders were sent to Leupp. erward Best found
out there were many more of the (Gila) Seinen-dan who were loyal
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\\\\ » 3 to the U.S. than/ those who were not. Probably he figured it
" would be a good [thing to have it here too. He consented to
~Yamashifo and Fukufiote to organize their Seinen—dan here. Then
when these guys (Ho:koku-Seinen-dan) approached, he couldn't
refuse them. Probably he thought it would be a good thing too.
But the doggone thing has grown to such an extent it was a night
mare for a while.

I would say this, if they didn't have such as person as
Wakayama for a leader or an advisor, that organization would
have been a wonderful thing. But they had bad leaders so
radical in nature they wanted to use the strength of the
organization to gain their own power. !

People are sympathetic with those who were picked up but
they are rejoicing too. To be sympathetic is natural. And that
will die out soon. Personally, I think it's a very good
riddance.

JANUARY 5, 1945

TALK WITH MR, ITABASHI

After asking me what had hapnened to the seventy men niecked uo and

wno had pieked them up, Mr, Itabashi said:
All I wish is just peace for the eamp. Most people are glad that the
expremists were axkxkk taken out. The trouble is, the cause trouble,
Otherwise I haven't any eamity against them.
When we came from Manzanar we heard that about kwwxk twenty
men were to be killed in this eamp,

TALK WITH MR, KURINWARA

Kurihara informed me that very few people were believing the rumors spread about %ai and

Kuratomi by the Ho:shi-dan. A
K wmactana T

Attitude of People Toward Leaving Camp

I have noticed that people are stiffening in their
attitude. Last week some were saying, 'If they make us get
out, we'll go.' Now they are determined not to leave.

If they use force, undoubtedly they will succeed in
kicking them out, but undoubtedly, there will be trouble too. ‘
It might be possible to get outg g Se as 509/19 O 'li RATA
Sy
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}l&rieastvSO%“of the.peopté if they would pay them a part
of the damages they have suffered. But the majority of people
I have talked to recently, say they're not going out.

If they do force them to go out that will cause trouble
and may start litigation. If any attorney would take the case
on a contingent basis, probably a suit could get started.

(Kurihara seemed most enthusiastic and convinced of the rightness of starting this suit.
He said a good many people have begun to talk about it but action has not crystallized. The
people do not know whom to ask for advice. He feels that as things are going the people may
wait until actual force is put upon them by WRA, at which time it may be too late.)

Notices Put Out by Ho:shi-dan

I noticed their publications in the latrine. But I don't
hear any comment. I think the people no longer care about it.

Bulletins on Information Put Out By WRA

g;.haueniwaeenwahleULQNgenmawpopymofmxhese“bﬁlTEtins4whiehwwe?' €leased today, -since I
can't ask.Japanese-to-give-them-to. me- B R 4 o R thamﬂfrom”ﬁbié 2

Most of them read the bulletins right through and if they
don't understand - all right. Many think they understand but
; they don't.

U,}' K rvopn -L«-n.M‘
“=1 and Keratemi

B K mactar
I told Kurihara that I was sure that #2i and Kuratomi were going to make another bid for
political power. He said he knew this, but added:

When they do that they better look out. If they do stick
their heads out so much, they're going to get into deep water.
Tsuda's reputation is particularly bad.

Teéie

e
Many people are,speaking very good of the men picked up.
They say 'They were agitators and trouble-makers.' It was
different when I was picked up in Manzanar. 10,000 people were
behind us! They sent gifts to the jail and even to Moab.

Kurihara's Hearing

Kurihara told me that he had been called up three times for a hearing by the Army. The
second time was a mistake and third time he did not go. He too has been given an order
excluding him from the West Coast, the Atlantic Coast and South Arizona.

I could go anywhere else. But my intention is to stay in
camp until I'm forced out. If possible, I wish they'd send me
to Santa Fe. No matter where it is, they won't get me out
because I've sworn before hundreds and hundreds of people to
remain in camp and remain a true Japanese. Does anybody think
I'll go back on my word? Not if I'm a man!

: : A9 3 4 ; - y
(Kurihara also informed me that Opler had come to see him this morning, asking him how
the people felt about leaving camp. Kurihara said he had figured out why Opler finds out so

~
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little,chis informants do not tell him all the truth. Kurihara cannot quite understand this,
since Opler's informants, especially Pmewu, really know what's going on. Kurihara also said
that Ofler told him that Best would like to have Kurihara visit him as soon as Best returns
from San Francisco. Kurihara has heard that Best has said that Best will do everything to
have Kurihara's restriction from the West Coast removed if Kurihara so desires. But Kurihara
does not so desire. His last words to me as I left were that he had noticed a definite change
in the attitude of the people toward leaving camp in the past week - they had stiffened in
their resolve not to leave. [Bold as his words were he looked at me in an insecure and
pleading fashion, as if he wished that I would plead " Withr-him-to—~stay-tn-the United-States.
But~F-hesitated to de—thiss-because.of-his.verbal-statements..]

INFORMATION FROM MISS NEWBERRY

V4

4
/#
4

/Miss Newberry held/forth all dinner(l)-about the worthlessness of the enitire Japanese
popdlation ip“Tule Laké. Her general-femarks are certainly not worth repeating but 2be did
o

sagwiii§H§H€ has not heard of one“applicatibn for leaving camp/ and shé is in a posi n to
kn e then added that ope“family has appligd“to leave on tHe 10th of Jaﬁuarff/t

EXHEyIiXakninnKRy XuX T e mEx X

agree with him or, perhaps, that I would argue with him, I ecculd bring myself
to do ncither.;7

—ft—we rat.next~to-each.other in the“'@aweasian!'.mess.halt:]
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UNVERIFIED RUMOR OF TMPOSITION OF MARTTAL LAW IN A RELQCATION CENTER

The eamp buzzed like a hormnet's nest today with a rumor that one of the
nas
reloeatiion eenters wxast/risen azaiust the foreed elosinz and the Army has imposed
Martial Law and a ecurfew., Some persons said Minidoka and some said Manzanar, How
the rumor got started I was umnable tc find out,

I ealled on Kurihara to see if he had heard, ke said the people are talking
of it all over ecamp. ke was rather satisfied witn himself for having predicted
trouble yesterday., "And Minidoka Is one one of most 'XEEXECCOLE$ELC 'leyal!
eenters," he said, with grim satisfaction.

We feels sure that this news will wxkm help people make up their minds about
how to act here,

Wwen I ecalled, Kurihara was busy composing a letter te Manzanar toxionmxxs
te inquire what steps they are dxkkx takimg there regarding the eompulsery elosing.
de hinted that he would like te have all the eamps get together and hire some first

rate lawyer to take up their ecase,

/ There was no foumdaticn to this rumcre/
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JANUARY 15, 1945

TALK WITH KURTIHARA

Kpnttn. D

I asked Kurihara whether in his opinion Keratomi and K@i were of real sociological danger
to the camp. He said "No."

Kurihara also told me he had been interviewed by one of the women (on Burling's staff) in
renouncing his citizenship. She asked him many questions but he held to his resolution. Now,
he supposes, it will be up to the Attorney General.

Closing of Camp

People with large families are worrying themselves to
death. After all the wrongs they have done to the Japanese,
nothing they do now will do any good. If any kind of troubles
break out in any of the camps you will see that it will be
contageous. That will rouse the feelings of the public
(outside) and then it will not be safe to go out. Right now
the Japanese are most afraid of the hardships they are going to
face.

Also, a certain rumor is being circulated that five
Japanese were killed in Fresno or Stocton. Things like that

are not good.

Renunciation of Citizenship

I've seen a lot of young boys very anxious to renounce it.
They are talking a great deal about it now. They aren't
talking much about relocation.

The people of this camp who renounced their citizenship
and also wish to expatriate or repatriate should be kept here
for the duration of the war.

I've heard -that 95% of the people in the other camps have
declared themselves against being relocated, which naturally
has surprised Mr. Myer and the other officials.

From that standpoint - you can come to the conclusion -
'Once a Jap, always a Jap.' Regardless as to what the
Japanese in the other camps said, when it comes to a
showdown, they are Japanese at heart.

My own bitter experience prior to evacuation, I shall not
forget. Evacuation was the last straw that broke my patience.
When I came back after the first world war and walked the
streets in my uniform, they insulted me and called me a Jap.

After this war, there may be a real racial war. And the
Japanese boys who remain here believing they are fully
Americanized, I'm afraid they're going to meet hell at that
time.
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War Situation \\\\

A good many people in this camp strongly believe that the
tide of the war in the Pacific will change completely. I know
that all throughout the camp, the Japanese have been stating
this is the turning point of the war. They have led America
into a trap. We are looking forward to the battle of Luzon
which is going to be the last chance of the United States ever
to conquer Japan.

I look to 1945 as the last year of the war. If things go
bad for the Allies, June will tell the story.

Ho:shi-dan

One of the Ho:shi-dan leaders is coming to see me as to
why I object to the Ho:shi-dan. I'm prepared to give him
plenty.  Of course it 7all dzgghds on how he acts. If he acts
like a gentleman, I'll treat him like a gentleman. If they
corrected themselves, they could get somewhere. But if they
try to bully me, they'll make a mistake.

There are now only two in this block connected with the
Ho:shi-dan. And there are only eight in block 8.

Letter from Santa Fe

I heard that a boy wrote from Santa Fe saying, 'After we
were picked up, and sent away there sure must have been a lot
of trouble in this camp.' They expected the camp to be turned
upside down. But it was very quiet.

5 . T
nep pangmy &RW LT .,7&»1;/, galled _ip0 > 4 s
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

Effect of Burling's Visits on Renunciation of Citizenship

No, whether Mr. Burling came or not, the intention of many
of us from the very start was that we wanted to renounce our
citizenship. All those who came here came with the intention
of going to Japan. 1If they are going to Japan, American
citizenship is of no use to them. A number of the boys I've
talked to, they don't care to hold dual citizenship rights and

they want to make it clear on which side of the fence they are
standing.

Pressure From the Ho:shi-dan

Undoubtedly, pressure from the Ho:shi-dan caused some

people to renounce their citizenship. As to the number, it is
very hard to state.
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Change in Attitude in Leaders of the Ho:shi-dan

A good majority of them are waking up to the fact that
what the leaders were trying to make them believe was not the
true Japanese spirit. Then they are worrying. Because in many
of the blocks ahout 2/3 of the members have quit the
organization.

The leaders are getting more sensible. After the first
bunch were arrested the second bunch who were installed have
brought up the subject; heretofore we should act more
reasonably and in a gentlemanly manner. Today they are
advising the boys not to go around and boast themselves as true
Japanese just because they belong to the organization. They
also have decided to conduct the organization in a very
gentlemanly way. But amongst them there are a few hot-heads
who still want to parade as if they were true Japanese.

I believe more injustice will be done if most of these men
were picked up.. I firmly believe the majority of the leaders
today are more comservative. If they are picked up an
injustice will be done there. After this bunch is picked up,
I'm almost convinced, probably 99% of the hotheads will be
picked up. The next bunch will be a more responsible and
co-operative bunch.

Burling's Proposed Statement

That statement should come out. We Japanese people are
accustomed to discipline and respect discipline. A stern and
just administration will find full co-operation.

Leaving Camp

The majority of people in Tule Lake believe they don't
have to go out. They will not change their minds. Why should
we come here in the first place if we didn't want to renounce
our citizenship? Of course they're staying here.

95% of the residents of the other camps have expressed
themselves as unwilling to leave the camp. That's a statement
that came to me in a letter.

(Since I wished to check the reliability of this statement I pressed Kurihara a little
farther for the source.)

This was the decision made at a meeting held by the block
managers. (He would tell me no more.)

(Incidentally, I am sure that none of the people in the colony have any idea how many
persons have renounced their citizenship. Estimates would probably go as high as 3,000, no
more. ) g

The true motive behind the renunciation of citizenship is
that they don't want to get out. They want to remain in camp
for the remainder of the war. When WRA comes to realize their
mistake, it will be too late.
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(Kurihara had not heard about the rumor that the Department of Justice would take over
the camp on the 20th.)

But there is a rumor in camp that the new leaders of the
Ho:shi-dan were to be picked up on the 21st.

There was no pressure or trouble behind the resignation of
the officers. I know about that. They wanted to be released
because they had done their duty and they wanted to give
somebody else a chance to run the Co-op and see how they like
it and be informed. Within the board there has been no
disturbance of disagreement or any heated argument.

On Getting Out of Camp

We don't want to get out. We want to stay here and nobody
is going to throw us out.

General Feeling in Camp Now

The people seem free from fear and there is no unrest in
camp except the rumor that after the next bunch is picked up a
certain person will get thrashed (¥ei?). Minor troubles may
take place but nothing is stirring jin the camp.

aA
Talk With Best s

Mr. Best wanted to put me on the free list. I said,
'Whatever you do I will appreciate it but just because you put
me on the free list doesn't mean anything. I have absolutely
no intention to go out.' If they put me on the free list, I
may be forced to go out.

Once the Japanese have it in for you, they'll never

CHAT IN LIBRARY

While talking with several people [Japanese Americans] in the library I found that they
all expected a statement from the WRA today, having been informed that .the government's
policy/toward Tule would be decided by the 20th.. No statement has come out and I haven't
heard pof any on its way.

EXCHANGE SHIP/NEWS

The Caucasians are much disturbed by this news. It is being said that the statement
about/ Japan wishing to have an exchange ship refers expecially to Tule Lake. I haven't seen
the statement yet. If it's true, Burling will have to change the statement he planned to
issue tomorrow or the day after. 1In it, he stated categorically that the chances for an
exchangzmship were infinitesimal. ‘
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Z—On Jamuary 2k, Mr. Nordem of the Department of Justice motified 171 male

members of the Resegregatiom Groups that they were to be interned in twe

days. On the sa=me day he had mimeographed conies of a letter te the chair-

man of the S§~ Wekoku and the IEXX Noshi dam posted in all the messhalls.

In this letter he eondemmed the activities of the Wokoku members and the
E§§Ei dan elders who "enecourage the aetivities of the young men,"
He eoneluded with the warning that "since these activities are intolﬂcrthe,
they will mmxsmx not be tolerated, but om the eontrary, will ceasc.:7
ZTT did not know that Nordenm had seheduled an intsrment and so, on
Jamuary 25, I went to see my friemds the Wakidans, intending to ask them
how people felt abeut Nordenm's statement._7

On my way te the Wokidas'I noticed people standing about in groups
and talking. When I knocked on the Wakidas!' door, Sally's mcther opened
it, took my arm and quietly pulled me inside, Z—Georgc and Sally made
signs of silence and bothn looked very anxi(us;7 They tole me the notiece of
another intermament had just eome out and that the people in their bloek had
aceused them of being inu because I came to visit them. I offered to leave
but they asked me to stay. That aftermocn I wrote letters to my respondents,

asking them tc tell me when I might visit them,

JANUARY 30, 1945

LETTER FROM KURIHARA

Wak: dug
After my disturbing interview with the Yamashdros last Thursday, I wrote to Kurihara
asking him if it were safe to call.

Dear Miss Hankey:

There is no tensity in camp that warrents caution. At least I do not feel the need of
it.

Mr. Bei was released with several others to the rejoicement of many. I know of two
others for whom I wanted to intercede, but finally back-out because I came to conclusion
several months of close association with those bunch of hot heads will do them incalculable
good.

You may call whenever you wish.
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

On Attitude of Ho:koku Young Men

We've talked to them but they don't want to believe. They
get so arrogant and stubborn. We've talked to them. They think
it's a great chivalrous thing to do. They don't want to believe
what we tell them. They must find it out for themselves.

SR taindhn
Kurihara told me that §hi¢cyama, whom, I believe, was one of

the Ho:koku officers was a decent boy and really shouldn't have
been taken.

F_L}L
On Kawada - New President of Ho:koku Seinin-dan

I hear that he threatened to kick each and every boy out of
the organization if they continued to make trouble and make
threats. 1In a way, it looks to me as if he's the type which will
cooperate with the Administration or he may be forced by the
members to carry on the activities in such a manner as to hurt
the feeling of the authorities. He made that statement at the
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time he took office.

Those boys have plenty to learn. Six months or a year in a
concentration camp will do them lots of good. That is - if they
learn how to behave. Of course, some will go bad and be
worthless. With some it will make a man out of them.

Different Reaction With This Later Pick-up

The reaction this time 1is different. The people don't seem
to give any thought to it. They are sort of nonchalant. They
don't seem to be worried or don't seem to care. Many of them are
rejoicing. Many of them are saying, 'It's good for them; they
asked for it.' 1In fact, though I shouldn't say this, some say,

'Bakatari.'

I asked for the translation to this, and after some hesitation, Kurihara said it meant,
"Damn Fools."

Everything is very quiét.

Highschool Students Leaving

Maybe they're leaving school to have a good time. They like
to run around. Under such conditions as in the camp today,
probably their surroundlngs and monotonous life must have caused
them to say, 'I don't give a damn.' They have no definite
purpose or ambitions.

Reaction to Exchange News

The fact that the Japanese government said that the exchange
was to be with people from Tule Lake had great effect on the
people in the other camps. They are going to take people from
Tule Lake! They used to say the people who came to Tule Lake
were fools. Now I think we're not fools, we're wise.

DATAloN STUDENTS LEAVING-HIGH SCHOOL
\ /
\ ; ’ /

A/ well 1nformed and intelligent teacher/told me that the extdus from the high school
started about six weeks ago/‘ That would tie it in more closely with tHe opening of the West

2 /)

o\

Coast. ,_6/4|‘,L¢%.  ) 19

/—mthnnxnxhxnxntuxnmcnhnllkicninluany
A Many of my respondents were distrubes by the "mass piek-up" eof January 2.

" Some ef~tmem warned me that the eamp was full eof xxj rumors. They were

mest eoncerned xx about the rumer that youmg men whe did net j01n the Hokoku
Lo Sy ¢
’ e .'»',-,»r.

weuld be drafted and absut the rumer that any persen whe r-nrunccd would be

\

sent te Santa Fe, @ on February, XX 11, the HX¥%X Department of Justice arpmest




91a
erdered the arrest of 650 members eof the Resegregatien Groups,
On this eceasien the president of the Hokeku was autherized te eall an
emergeney meeting ef the members. Answering bule calls, the yeung men of
the erganizaticn assembled immediately and each ef these listed for

removal aeeeptedfi persenal nctiee of intmrnment.l

1, "The Speilage,™ p, 357

?

On théweéﬁéiéﬁnni;g the WRA Internal Seeurity raided the headquarters ef the

Resegregaticn Greups, eonfiseating a Japanese flag, Japanese pesters, kimxsxfax

a safe, and other matcrials._7
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and intbrment-el 650=mEMBrs of the Rggggregat1;,~@rtupsg7¢

FEBRUARN 13, 1945

TALK WITH KURTHARA

Those rumors are being heard throughout the camp. It has
a tremendous effect. People are joining the Ho:koku. It's
going over like a wild fire. Those who were strongly opposed
to the Ho:koku are trying everything to get in it. The
membership is growing by leaps and bounds.

The membership was decreasing very rapidly but this rumor
in the form of propaganda has spread throughout the camp. It
began about Saturday morninge.

Several people have come around to see me and ask for
advice. Instead of giving them advice I gave them hell for
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(the—following is all verbatim)
not being able to judge the situation for themselves. Because it's nothing but
outright lies which ordinary common sense would tell,

The people are in a quandary and don't know what to do. They just follow the
mob. I told them, 'You're group are like a bunch of sheep.'

) AN {‘\ !

Reaction To Latest Big Pick-up -

\

There doesn't seem to be anybody grieving about it.

An Americanization program will create a tremendous reaction against the
Administration. Everybody will rise against it.

They're getting serious on those things too late. If they are going to try
some drastic methods in stopping it, they will find opposition. If any Japanese
steps away from the Ho:koku he will be called a hikekumin (unpatriotic) =-a traitor
to Japan. ;

WRA doesn't want to understand the Japanese people and doesn't study them
enough. If a man hasn't any knowledge of people, he will continually make
mistakes.

The hold of the Ho:koku is very strong now. They have taken root. The
Administration must see that fact right now, because this thing is contageous.
Other camps are getting excited about it too. To what extent they will follow, I
don't know. The nearer the day approaches to leave the camp, the group will
solidify itself and there will be trouble.

A statement should be made that such rumors spreading in the camp are not
true, that those who have renounced their citizenship will be recognized as aliens
and will not be drafted. That should be made to ease the feelings of the people
here.

I wouldn't blame any of the parents here for not wanting to have their sons
serve in the United States Army. To prevent that they will go to any extent.
These parents are advising their sons to join the Ho:koku-dan to avoid being
drafted. They are taking the safer side.

I gave those parents hell for being so jittering and not having a mind of
their own. Renunciation is the only idea. Parents want their sons and daughters
to renounce so that they can go to Japan with them. It's fantastic in a way. I
believe it's in the blood of those boys that they will stick with their own
kind.

Another rumor which has brought on this change of mind is that whoever joins
the Ho:koku-dan will be the first to go to Japan.

If the exchange ship were to come and would take back only those who have
stayed here quietly and obeyed the laws = boy - it will be a blow to the Ho:koku.

Picking Up The Women

It will be a nice thing. I shouldn't say so because it sounds cruel. I was
surprised that some of the women should take such an active part. If they are
picked up I believe they will resign from the Ho:koku.
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Some of the men in this camp should be picked up and
confined for the good of the Japanese people as a whole, for
the good of the camp and for the Japanese.

Remarkable Statement on Ambivalance

The trouble with most of the Japanese in this camp or in
__any other camp is that their mind is not made up. They swing
from one side to the other. They will fluctuate.

News From Santa Fe Internee - Probably«lUeda

A man from Santa Fe brought back the news that the boys
sent there have already divided into two and are asking for
resegregation. They will fight unendingly and continuously.
: :L:.-V‘ (Sen Jomnn - A8
Kurihara also told me that Rei had been to see him and told him that he was really afraid
to go back to block 59 and live there. Kurihara invited him to come and live with him, but
Po#i is still sticking it out in block 59.
|
A very decent hard working boy was picked up in our
block. He was very pleasant and easy to get along with. I
asked him if he belonged to the Ho:koku. He said 'Yes, I
belonged but I didn't partake in any of their activities.'
'Why didn't you resign?' I said. 'I didn't think it was
necessary,' he said.

Another reason I think many of the young boys are joining
is that when they leave here hundreds and hundreds of people
come out to see them out. It gives them such a chivalrous
feeling, seeing the boys being sent away with such a big
farewell and such public acclaim. 'I must be the next one and
be that way,' they say. That's a crazy idea which I don't
see. Young boys' blood boils like that.

= , Ay ot
kira M G : ’

Kurihara| then told me that Shimada, who was arrested in the knifing case several/ months

ago, was Wakayama's right hand man and had lead the beatings of i's brother, Morimoto and
of Aritaka and Tek@flaga. I told Kurihara that Shdimada was scheduled to go out of camp on the
next trip.| Kurihara|said, : ~

P ) '::-*I ¢ :/;.v\_\

kb o Well, then I guess I can get rid of this.
Thereupon he went to the back of his room and pulled out from the corner the wickedest looking
weapon I have ever seen. It was a bludgeon with a piece of curved pipe attached to it by a
cord. He told me that he carried this with him whenever he went to his Japanese military
singing classes, since he knew that since Shimlada came back from jail, Shimada was going to
take it out on him. He also told me that the two large rocks on his desk (about the size of
baseballs) could be used in case of attack. On the shelf near at hand was another convenient
pile of rocks. Shimada must indeed be a bad egg. ?,_, e

/S S Z WA

Thereupon he asked me to buy him half a dozen shirts and two towels in Klamath Falls
which I said I would do at the earliest opportunity.
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TALK WITH MR, GOODMAN, PROJECT ATTORNEY
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Eakthwing Kuratomi.'s.request I went to see Noyes;htold him about the rumors.aad—passed on
the adwice givem-by Kiratemi. Noyes was in a receptive mood and stated that a proper
statement would come out in the next Newell Star which will be released Thursday. The
Department of Justice has also prepared a statement. Nowes also informed me that he had met
with the officers of the Ho:shi-dan and the Ho:koku-dan this morning (these are new of ficers).
The men appeared to be utterly stunned by the raid of Monday night. He was also impressed
with the information that people were still worried about what would happen to them after
January 1, of 1946. He told me that the Administration here had asked for a clear statement
from Myer stating that the people in Tule Lake were not to be pushed out at all. But Myer had
come back with the compromise statement of Janaury 29, which appears to have done little if
any good.

The Ho:shi-dan men wished to know why their office had been raided.

"k v

s > )
Because your activities are unlawful, said Neyee.

"Why are they unlawful?", they asked, saying that they had received no warning. Néyes
asked them if they had not read Burling's statement. They said they had not read it because
it had been torn down from the messhall)| board.

Yo < i {A L
Yes, said Noyes, By members of your organization.

- T
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Noy&s told me several times that they appeared stunned and dumbfounded. | They had immediately
sent telegrams to the Spanish Consul about the raid, which was how Noyes got the names of
their newest officers. Minoru Hinoki_is presideat-of the-Ho:koku-and Shigeyoshi-Kawabata—is
president-of thée Ho:shi-dan. MNoyes told the group of officers that if they would go back to
the colony, dissolve their organization, and live as peaceful citizens, everything would be
all right.

If you are true Japanese, he said, you are going to help
your people live in peace and security.
They asked if they could continue their exercises. Noyes stated that exercises of

militaristic character would not be permitted An
. y exercising they wished t
approval of Community Activities would be all right. i i el

Bugle playing and ceremonies are going to cease. You
ask me how, but I'm just warning you.

He also told the men that the women might be
g picked up and that they would be L
internment camps and not reunited with their families. 7 i LR

g :?:re is not going to be any Ho:shi-dan or any Ho:koku-dan.
1 over.

hmegroup”wanted“to“méethwith Noyes_again..in-the-afternoon; but“he said he did -not -have the

A% 1/ g ik
The group asked for the return of their beautiful Japanese flag and w
this could not be granted they asked Na&as to burn it in Eheir presgnce. $§2yt223ewi22u523dt0
open the safe, until they hear from Washington about the disposition of the flag. One of the
signs picked up in the Ho:shi-dan headquarters stated that it was not permissable to speak
English there and that any violator would be fined at the rate of one cent a word. 5




FEBRUARY k9, 1945
/ On February 19, I made the fellewing comment in my netes./
The activities of the Hekeku have by ne means quieted dcwn, On the eentrary
they have beeeme neisier than ever. Long and leud early merning km¥x bugling

eontinues and eececasienally the greup drills in mid-afternecn. The Number ef partiei-

pants, hmumwmngm is, however, depleted, Mr, Wilsen of Internal Security tells me

he counted abeut 65 in the aftermneenm drill, and many ef these were chiliren;7
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FEBRUARY 20, 1945

TALK WITH KURIHARA

Rurihara opened the talk by giving me a letter to Mr. Best, which cleared the status of a
boy whom Kurihara said,

had been high pressured into joining the Ho:koku and
was now afraid that his name had not been taken off the
membership rolls.

This last bunch who joined the Ho:koku-dan joined
mainly to escape the draft. In Manzanar it is really bad.

Yesterday I was snooping around in the Manzanar
district. The point is, that some of the boys in that
district are smart. Some of them when they found out that
they had been misled, they were going to beat up those who
had told them the falsehoods. They had a block meeting in
block 76 to prevent the boys from beating up the agitators.

Kurihara had been present at the raid. He said,

I heard 50 had been sent to jail. So far I have heard
no objections to the jailing.

Effect of Statement } ‘ L e 4

\ B s
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Mr. Rothstein)\issued a statement which cleared the
doubts among many people. On account of that, many have

been reconsidering and quitting the organization.

W XX LNV W

Effect of First Raid on Ho:koku Headquarters — February 12

Many people who are against the Ho:koku - I hear they
are glad it was done. It scared some of the Issei too. Many
Issei who were advising the Ho:koku are resigning or wanting
to resign. As I see it, those people who have been pulling
strings from the rear ought to be sent away regardless of
whether they resign or not.

The meeting about beating up the agitators came about
because of Mr. Rethstein'!s statement — it was held the day
before yesterday) (Sunday) in block 76.

'
\\ .

Fate of Persons in Santa Fe

I heard quite a number are applying for parole. I was
going to suggest this: 1if any of them are going to be
paroled, half a dozen or a dozen or so can come back to camp
- those who are nice boys. They'll spread the news of what
took place in Santa Fe after they got there. That will help
the parents here to make up their minds, regarding their
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sons. The people here really don't know what Santa Fe is
like. They think it is a fine, safe place for their sons.
When they hear the true story, they'll think twice.

Kurihara too, Blames Recent Panic on Issei

- - --It's the Isseis who are at fault right now and I know
in many cases the sons and daughters signed up although they
had made up their minds not to join. The parents are forcing
-them to join through pressure.

Kurihara then made a few minor corrections or rather suggestions in the manuscript I had
allowed him to read. I asked him about the mysterious threat made after the murder of Hitemi
and he loosened up so far as to tell me that the threat was made by Wakayama to his henchmen
and that it leaked around pretty fast and that it was a specific threat__against the life of a
Caucasian should the verdict of the Okamoto court martial be unfavorable., For this reason,
Kurihara had warned me. [See fieldnotes, July 4 and July 17.]

f/f'”/ e Uem 4..>'~4,"“/‘ i S
Wakayama's and Taehibana s Activities of August October 1944

v,

A

Hékayama and Tachibana spoke in the mess halls and the
auditorium and they appeared to be great speakers and well
educated. They had the cleverness of fooling the Isseis
with their manner of thinking. The Isseis fell in love with
their way of expressing themselves - so like a great man
that they thought they were great men. Many believe in them
very sincerely. There is where most of the fault is.

Activities in Santa Fe

Yesterday I heard that men sent to Santa Fe from the
Ho:koku are writing to their families here, asking them to
apply for transfer to Crystal City.

The people should be informed of the delay in rejoining
their families and it will make them stop and think. It's
fairer to give them a good warning first, than to have
them get in a mess and treat them cruelly thereafter.

I also heard that they have moved food for 150 men into
block 99,

(This may mean another pick-up or it may be preparations for housing Ho:koku people in
the new stockade.)

Kurihara then gave me two articles he had written over the week-end.
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FEBRYARY 28, 1945

TALK WITH KURIHARA

I asked Kurihara about the rumor of the boys from Santa Fe returning here.
corroborated it: ;

The boys in Santa Fe say they expect to be back in camp
within a month. That rumor has been circulating for a week
or more. Where do they get that idea? 1I' ve heard quite a
few have applied for parole.

If it's possible to bring back ten or twelve boys.to
the camp they will spread the disagreement among themselves,
how they acted. They really weren't acting as true
Japanese. By giving the rest of the boys in camp such
information, these boys here would stop to think. It will
help them to make up their mind.

That was my experience when I was in Moab and Leupp,
that the officials made a big mistake not to send some of
the boys back to the centers. There was disagreement among
the boys in Moab who came from the various centers. 1've
noticed each and every group has split in two and fought
among themselves.
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The officials at Santa Fe or Bismark ought to know
whether those persons should be sent back. They could check
their names.

Discussion on Ambivalence

We now went into a discussion on "loyalty"™ and here I really had to respect Kurihara more
than ever for his honesty. I had made the statement in a recent part of my manuscript that
at least 90% of the people professing loyalty to Japan were not really loyal. I said Kurihara
might differ with me. He did, going into quite a speech and insisting that 85% of the
Japanese in this country were loyal to Japan. I said,

That is true as far as affection and respect for the
old country 1s concerned. But - how many of the Japanese
in this country would be willing to enter the Army and die
for the emperor or would be willing to give their lives as
is the duty of every Japanese civilian?

Kurihara took this like a man, thought a minute and said,
You're right. Then he said:

The Issei are really on the fence. If it looks as if
Japan is going to win - they jump to Japan. If it looks as
though things will go the other way, they will jump the
other way. To speak honestly, I was surprised to see how
many Japanese can't make up their minds what they are going
to do.

Many Issel and families are forcing their sons to join
the Ho:koku-dan merely to escape the draft. I told them,
when they get back to Japan they will use some means to keep
their sons out of the Japanese Army. They were very
surprised to hear me say that.

Internments and Relocation

Are they going to permit the boys in Santa Fe and
Bismark to relocate under parole if they should apply?

1 asked Kuriahra what led him to ask me this question.

I think 50% of them will try to get out within the next
six months. I predicted this, and if the government is not
going to let them out, why my prediction won't count. If
they are let out, when the leaders get to Japan, they're
going to have a terrible time to explain.

A
~

Wakayam;.and the Co-op

) o : \
I asked about Wakayama and the Co-op. N\ A e

What really happened was| that they/asked me to take the
job as Co-op treasurer. ¥Xoemiya, Fugdzawa and S ? asked me

Ip—.
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M IR oA
to take it. I was about to take it when Mr. Fuejdzawa came \\\\
out with the statement, 'I've spoken to Mr. Wakayama with |\
regard to your appointment and he OKed it.' So I made up
my mind I'm not accepting it. I said to myself, 'Why must I
be approved by Mr. Wakayama to get the job?' If such is the
case and people believe it must be so, I turned it down

flato LR ) b

Then I also know that Wakayama had quite a number of
henchmen - between twenty and fifty - who called themselves
the Seigi-dan. That means a group which fights for justice.
(Here I could not help breaking into laughter in which
Kurihara joined.) He had this bunch here to back up
anything the officials of the Co-op said or did. They were
the strong arm which Wakayama was going to use so that what
he wanted to do through the officials of the Co-op would be
turned out. This bunch, the Seigi-dan was composed of San
Pedro boys. So when he intended to give me a little
thrashing, this bunch, knowing me, had refused to carry out
his order.

AL T AR A

Mr. Shireyama at that time made the statement that if
‘Wakayama gave the order to come and beat me up he will
defend me with his life. He was assistant block manager in
82, a young fellow, and dragged into the Ho:koku.

e

v

M
Wakayma, was trying to be a Toyama Mitsuru here.(1)

In messhall 8, Mr. féhigama stated (in late October) \e 1AL
that the organization (Ho:koku) wasn't for Mr. Wakayama and
that he didn't have anything to do with it. And also at
the meeting in block 4 (October 21) Mr. Tachibama stated
that the organization didn't belong to Wakayama.

{ N

MARCH 3, 1945
TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI

1 talked to Kurihara the other day. We talked about how
the whole country is against the Japanese. Some (of American
people) go so far as to say that both the Issei and Nisei
ought to be shipped back to Japan. But sill the Federal
Government wants to keep as many Japanese as possible. T
don't understand why. This anti-Japanese sentiment will
become worse and worse as the war drags on.
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[fbn Mareh L, the Department of Justiee kwkwxwsit arrested and internment an

additienal 165 man7
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

Kurihara told me that there were several questions he wanted to ask me. They concerned
some very strong rumors which had arisen in the past few days.
H) A
The prevailing rumor is that ata has made an
application to be returned to Tule Lake., There is also a
rumor that Reverend Fsuha has §1ready left Santa Fe - has

relocated. An ot s A

I had two persons visiting me this morning. Both
mentioned these rumors. They wanted my opinion of the
Ho:koku—dan and the Ho:shi-dan. They were contemplating
leaving the organization. They brought up the rumor. I told
them that if Wakayama comes back I'm going to see him directly
myself., Hira

Letters From Santa Fe

They even write back here that they are carrying on
exercises as they used to have them here in camp.

Reaction To Salt Lake City Conference

The request made by the delegates to the Utah conference
appeared in the Japanese newspaper. They brought out
definitely from the Japanese point of view that they were not
going to leave camp. I could see what's really back of it.
Mr. Myer is very foolish if he thinks that they intend to
leave.

Rumor of Next Pickup

The rumor in camp is that sometime soon 800 to 1000
people will be picked up. They've been saying we're
going to have it before the 18th of this month.

Results Which May Follow If There Are No More Pick-ups

I asked Kurihara what might happen if no more pick-ups were made:

If there are no more pick-ups, from what I know, many of
them are deserting the organization. I think the trend of
desertion will go further as the days go on. Right now, even
a good many of the former members are joining the opposition,
instead of favoring it. Even some of my friends in block 82
have left. That is now the hot seat of the organization., I
have many friends there who are leaving the organization. It
swung from [block] 54 to 82 after the raid.
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Yamato Seinen-dan

(10
Reverend ljé;has been known to have that dream of the
Yamato Seinen-dan for some time. Perhaps he mentioned it and
people took it for granted that he had started it. Just
before March 2, when the Ho:koku started propaganda that the
boys will be drafted, a party who wanted to join the
Ho:shi-dan was refused, because before that he had severely
criticised the organization. Just to evade the draft, this
father wanted to have his sons join. When the Ho :koku refused
them they got kind of excited and started looking for the
Yamato Seinen-dan to get in with that organization. We have
one in this block whose sons were refused by the Ho:shi-dan.

Maybe that's how the rumor started.
;( N -~ "

» T
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¥itadanal was ?s§dﬁ's bodyguard.

Ho:koku and Relocation

If any of the Ho:koku-dan or Ho:shi-dan people relocate,
the truth ought to be told to the people immediately. Many of
them will get disgusted then.

Relocation

If I were them (WRA) I would tell the Japanese people,
\We're going to give you the last‘chance. If you don't get
out now, nobody will be let out for the duration of the war.

The reasons they want to stay until the end of the war?
One reason is that they're afraid to go out. They figure if
the war ends, they can't help it and they must get out. The
second reason is they don't want to go to help produce.
That is the main reason the Japanese remain in the other
centers and don't go out is that they will not contribute to
the successful prosecution of this war. Even though they
might have said Yes-Yes, when it comes down to leaving the
centers, they refuse because they don't want to help produce.

Rurihara agreed with me that the center is getting more peaceful every day.

How To Really Stop The Ho:koku

The way to have stopped the Ho:koku at the beginning was
to say that all who joined the Ho:koku were doing it to avoid
the draft. Therefore we are going to draft all the Ho:koku
people first - or else send them to Japan immediately so they
can be drafted there.

If they had said that, those who started the
organization would really have been beaten up.
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ZTOH Mareh 16 the WRA anncunced that algﬁzsegreati<nist activities were unlawful
and punishable by imprisenment:
It has been the WRA pelicy at the Tule Lake Center te permit Japanese
Sxwkxx seeial and cultural aetivities excent whem they lead te disturbing
the peace of the eemmunity, IHEExBhiaanneidk This peliey will eentinue
in effret., Hewever, aetivities whieh are earried on under the mk guise
of seeial er eultural ebjeetives and whien lead direetly or indireetly
threugh inducement, persuasicn, ceereicn, or intimidatien and ether
aetien in the prometion ef Japanese naticnalistie and anti-Ameriean
activites, and the disruptien of peace and security within the eenter,

whether by individuals, greups er srganizatiemns, will not be

tclcrattd.l _7

1, Tule Lake Segrezatien Center, Speeial Preject Regulatiens, March 16,

‘ 194k,
MARCH 17, 1945

TALK WITH MR, ITABASHI

Anneuncement of Rx "Regulatiens™

Well, of course, everybody took it as a matter of course. I hope the police
will arrest the leaders.

I was wondering why the Administration didn't put out a notice (to stop
Ho:koku). I rather thought it was a trick to make the camp residents do something
which the Administration doesn't wish. The administration has absolute power over
the camp. They have the U.S. Army behind them. They can do anything they please.
Why don't they put a stop to it? They simply ask them, 'Please, don't do it.'
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MARCH RXXEX 17, 1945

_BALKL YT MR FRARESHI-

[~ After diseussimg the situatien in the camp at ¥mxx length, I bold Mr,

Ttabashi that I had heard that Mr. Yamashita had been placed on the garbage
detail in Santa Fe, He said:/

He belengs there.

[ He then told me that he nad mx¥¥mst visited Mr, Yamashita after he (Itabashi)
had been beatcn.7

— e T

TP
I talked for two hours w1th Tﬁgh;b&na after I was struck. A few days after I‘

was struck I heard a rumor that those who attacked me ywere members of the
Ho:shi-dan. Immediately, I wanted to talk with both W;k&yema and Tachibana, but I
had no connection. I had interviewed Tachdibana in Social Welfare when he applied
for assistance. I asked the Ho:shi-dan representatlve in this block to introduce
me to both of them on Saturday. . pmoantan ta

7y G NTAA

N

~The next morning three representatives came to my place instead of Wakayéﬁa
and Tachibama. I told them my opinion on how we should behave in this camp. By
making trouble we gain nothing, we only cause suffering of the young people, the
women and children. You Issei want to take the young Nisei with you to Japan and
while here, train them so they can be of some use. How can we train them by making
unreasonable demands or just agitating them? While we are in camp we should adjust
ourselves to this circumstance. I talked about an hour and a half. None of them
could answer with one word of protest to my sayings. They just said, 'Yes, Yes.'

Put to work on garbage crew at Santa“Fe. ]




