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FEBRUARY 2, 19hh

FIRST MEETING WITH JOE KURIHARA

/["Joseph Yoshisuke Kurihara was bora ©a Kauai Island is U  1895.

/fn 1915 he had come to California and in 1917 he had enlisted  
In the U. S. Army and served with an occupation unit in Germany. A t the  
outbreak of World War II he was working as navigator o n a tuna fishing boat.  
In January of 1942 he tried to enter the merchant marine but  was refused.
He then tried to obtain employment in two shipbuilding firms b ut was again  
refused. He wrote the following account of his encounter with the port  
master of San Diego:

"1 went to See the Pont Master In San Viego to get a permit  
to ¿all the. ¿ea. Seeing that  I wcla  a Japanese, he ¿old,  Np pe/unit  ¿oa 
any Jap • We aA.gu.ed awhile. LoAtng htb tempeA. he ¿aid,”Get ou t oa.
I *JU thAow you out.” So  I told hum,’Say, o l̂ceA  I wonz that uni{oAm  
when you weA.e ¿till unboAn.  I ¿eAved In the U. S. kAmy and fought  
£oai democracy.  I may be a Jap In fieatuAe but  I am an AmeJiuean.  
UndeAAtanctl’  I ¿aw &Jie In hi& eye a , but he had no £uthen woacU to  
¿ay.”  (Thomas and Nishimote. 1946:367.)
Mr. .Kurihara Was one of the volunteers who went to the Manza nar  

Relocation Center to prepare the camp for the main hody of evacuees who  

were to follow later. # . . .
”ln ¿pite ô  my expeAtences In Loa Angeles,  I was ¿till opturuAtie  

enough to think and believe that, ¿oon, the citizen s among6t  �� would be  
given ¿ome kind ofa conAldeAntton, and not ju&t heJ ided about like pAlAoneAA
Ofa WOA..”

As optimism was replaced by a deep feeling of grievance, Mr. Kurih ara  
became an outspoken critic of the WRA administration. He also denounced  
the Nisei leaders of the Japanese American Ctitizens League, who, he felt,  
were meekly submitting to injustice. When one of the Nisei leaders at  
Manzanar was beaten and his accused assailant jailed, the resid ents of  
Manzanar staged a demonstration which culminated in the projec t director s  
calling in the army. Kurihara and several other men suspected o f being  
agitators were arrested. He was sent first to Moab and later to Leupp

•v citizens
FOOTNOTE 1. ¿ “Many of the Japanese American^ interi irewed by me in 1981-1982 

told me that for months after the evacuation they h ad expected that, as 

American citizens, they would shortly be xridcExmix  released. JBk ~7
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isolation camps. Transferred to Tuie Lake as a segregant in D ecember of  
1943, he was, at first, placed in the stockade by the army. Mr . Best,  
the project director intervened, and Kurihara was released from the  
stockade into the "Tuie Lake Colony".

During his confinement at Moab and Leupp, Kurihara had written s everal  
Articles denouncing the evacuation, the living conditions in the centers,  
and the treatment of the Nisei by the U. S. government. [He had sent one of  
these articles to The Saturday Evening Post and Collier’s , but it was  
rejected. Mr• Robertson man who * arhr-t ctoa. nw*„. «-

gather .fhfwx,a, .soldiex ĵsith^me  ̂had suggested that he send it to Dr. Thomas,  
head of the Evacuation and Resettlement Study.

I made my last call on February 2 on Joe Kurmara. tie was in a 
large barrack room with two other men. The barrack was  extraordinarily  

JJ*?*.an<i 1 rfceived an impression of business-like order . With its tables  
ng neatly stacked papers, well-made cots and suspended lights, the  

room might have been a well-kept army-dfficersf quarters. One y oung man  
was reading a newspaper spread out on a table. Kurihara, a short, slightlv  

f mf \ was ®xtremely polite - politer than any other individual  
�C uUl&  L^ e# He lnvited me to be seated. I told him who I was,  

told him how much the study had appreciated his paper and said I was g lad  
to meet a man of his honesty and ability. As best I could, I described  the  
aims of our study. I mentioned that Mr. Robertson had spok en highly of  
him and we agreed on the sterling quality of Robertson’s character.

That one. man  I fiexxZty  Aspect,"  said Mr. Kurihara.
^ ^ ^ S e n s i n g  that Mr. Kurihara would approve of a direct a pproach I  
'■ ^explSIneavW study, in attempting to get a true picture of developments

, L r ^ Ca 10\ CenterS’ naturally had difficulty in getting da ta from those  
individuals who were at the core of activities and that therefore any

fr°muthis source waa °f inestimable value. Anything t hat he would  
e kind enough to write for us would be received with gratitude and wo uld  

be kept confidential.

Kurihara had not known that we had received his article. Fixing  
me with a steady gaze he asked me point blank why I personall y had liked  

is article. Taken aback, I said just what I thought. I said that  
honesty shone out of it and that I admire honesty. I said that I also  
realized that anyone who would make the statements he did must be ve ry  
courageous or else crazy. He smiled. He then said that since he had  
been in Tule he had been watching, thinking, and studying. He would  
be glad to write an article on Tule Lake but needed time to g et the truth  
and state it properly. I gave him the Study’s address on a piece of paper.  
He said he would memorize it and then burn the paper. We shook han ds  
again and I left.

2. /Far addit ic i  Iafetica about Mr. Kurihara, 3ee Thomas aac Î Ü M ,n . ,  

»Tba Sp.lla|a," pp. 363-370, Michl Weglya, "Yaars of IBfaray,, pp. 132. ’ 

Mr. Robertson had beea Project Director at the Leup p isolation camp ,«d

subsequently became Assistât Project Director in ch arge of Operations 

Divisi �» at Tuie Lake. 7
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TALK WITH MR. KORIHARA

r ° *  my second visit t© Tule Lake (March lU-23, 19UU)7

f° ^ d furihara cordial and courteous as before. I had read his ar ticle

ar t i -S  T h *  h°  CT enf lntelli^ently uPon it. He said he had sent his fi rst
^  W\ ^ V? ) t0 thS Saturday Evening Post and to Collier's, but they

refused to publish it. He said he could understand their feelings, since Y

I asked * ^  ° f ^  eXpressed  himself as willing to answer any questions

1 asked if the inu he had remarked upon in his paper were a s serious a  
danger as his statements implied:

The Adm in istration  a b so lu te ly  ought to  re fu se to  l is te n  to  them.
Any person accused by any so -ca lled  inu, i f  a t r i a l i s  held and the inu presents

h e l f Z d i l Z Z  them. , al1. shows _the person was g u i l t y ,  then I  t
. .̂  . d scourage the inu. I  b e l ie v e  the inu are working here w ith  the Admin�
is t r a t io n  to  a g rea t e x te n t. ---

r .f* i s  known throughout the camp th a t the away the N ego tia tin g

2 & S S '  S S : "  aeUth^  « p e n n i e s 9.

.. ^}e m̂ ovi t y  o f  the inu are now considered persons o f low character. On
+1? -We haVe a l o t  ^ y 01 People here. Probably they are here f o r •

Z e ^ r Z T ^ Z  ^  ^  °f -theT  1716 administration didn't Z e a p l Z

luuean loyal families here. That probably means abo ut 16 hundred peopleA

dr>o/l *Vi ery the ^ g o t ia t in g  Committee who were e lec te d  even by a few hun-
WhJ* he considered th e  leg it im a te  rep re se n ta tiv e s  of  the peop le.
. . , G e(̂  08 one ° f  the-members o f  the N egotia ting  Committee in  the Manzanar

Z — t Z Z T  V L l7 te?  by the+ Htaheni «*»***• ^  recognized us a T Z T r
i Z  T h Z Z l Z  „ Ther.e 'lere  a o f  block leaders attending the meet-

C? d 40 reoo9 n ize ™ as the Negotiating Committee. We neao- 
l l Z  J  Wrth Mr- M/ PXn; t t ' He a9reed- But when things went wrong and the 9 
shooting occurred, they (the Administration) sa id  the f i r s t  Committee
U t h %  representatives o f  the people. If we w eren 't, n“ a te

i  i asKea nr. Runnara wnat ne tnougnt or . . . .  „ ..Au & the Coordinating Committee find
was astonished at his response.7

Among those seven are several people whose record is so black that I  even  
flatly refuse to talk to them. My profession is a publ ic accountant. I  nearly  
sent him  (̂ gassfe®»*) to jail for defrauding the company of $40,000 dollar s. They  
have to usej force if they want to stay in their pos itions. There are others too .

/T.  (Later,; the Relocation Planning Division of WRA estimated the_number of "loyal"  
Tuleans iat 1,100. See Thomas and Nishimoto (1946:104, 104n.)/



March 15, 1944 -

The Administration doesn't know their past. If  they  find out, they should he  
dismissed.

The Administration is making use of the people in the Co-op, They acre very  
much hand in hand with the Administration now.

Right now the Co-op is in a sad spot in this camp. The Co-op is charging  
an exceedingly high price. It isn 't necessary for them to charge such high  
prices. Prices in some cases are so high it seems ridiculous . They have a  
mop - worth 15 cents, even today it could not he wort h more than 25 cents at  
Woolworths. They are charging 55 cents. For an aluminu m teapot which used to  
cost 25 cents and is probably worth 50 cents now, they ar e charging $1.25.

Fish - the market price at that time  (pre-evacuation) was 19 cents a pound;  
they are selling it at 65 cents a pound. They are simply robbing the Japanese  
here. The prices of things are so high and the cost of operatio ns is so cheap;  
rent is cheap, they have such quantity, they pay such little s alaries; there is  
no reason prices should be so high.

Before the war, shoyu  (soy sauce) imported from Japan used to cost $1.75  
cents a gallon. Here for ordinary shoyu they charge $2.1 5 to $2.85 cents a gallon.

Arrival of gi— from :

We arrived here December 6 .. We were to be transferred in October. They had  
trouble here and they kept us in Leupp<$ till further not ice. We left there  
December 2 and got here December 6. We were put in the  stockade and released  
the 9th. The trouble was here way before.

They connected me with the start of  the trouble  (strike of October and  
November 1943) here while I  was in Leupp^. It was in the San Franci sco Chronicle.  
I  wanted to know the facts. Best, Robertson, Colonel  Mesh and Austin were there.  N 
I  said if I  were the instigator of the trouble here while I  was in Leuppe, I  
should be a general.

sence and he joined the conversation. Evidently the fact that Kurihara trusted  
me was sufficient for him.^)

Kurihara* s Friend:

Public Meetings:

There are no public meetings allowed here now. But in M anzanar it was for�
bidden to hold public meetings in Japanese. When Mr. Best was in Leupp£ I  
suggested that if  he permit the Japanese to hold an open forum and give them a  
chance to express their thoughts it would help. He said, "I'm  going to do every�
thing they want. " But he changed his mind.

£.  (i was surprised because usually, when I was talking with Japanes e Americans  
I knew, an_ unexpected visitor would either leave or wou ld say little or  
nothing.)/

**********

(At this point one of Kurihara's room-mates came in. I expla ined my pre-

At Moab, before we went to Leuppf, Best never talked  
he did see us he always had a soldier with a Tommy g un at

to us for a week. When  
his side.
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Theft of Rice:

I f  we Japanese see a man commit a crime, we like to se e him punished. These  
people who stole the rice deserve to get the full p enalty.  (Kurihara agreed that  
public sentiment would have supported severe punishment of the boys who attacked  
Dr. Pedicord. Other evacuees have concurred in this opinion.)

Mr. Best:

The first fault with Mr. Best is that he yesses too qu ick. I  found that  
out in all my conversations with him. Before I compl ete my conversation, he
says "Yesy I  know; Yes, I  know." I'd like to know w hat he knows because I  haven't  
completed the sentence.

And a man thinks he has made a promise. Two weeks will pa ss and he doesn't  
ao anything. Two weeks later you go back and he Jess es you again. Unless people  
have eyes to see and observe him properly, they will al ways take it for granted  
that he made the promises. I  noticed that in Moab and in  • Leuppp.

�  At ©ur first meeting in February I had suggested th at Mr, Kurihara might 

S3QUX wish t© write a paper for the xfocriy Evacuat ion and Resettlement Project 

©*x about his first impressions ©f Tule Lake. He ga ve me the paper he had 

prepared/^

Ktarihara added that he had written a page on Mr. Best which he intended to insert  
M  Í ** had "fitten ior »,. But he had thought better of it and had re-  

. I did not think it wise to urge him to give it to me at this  time.'

L- Jin  ^  ' fa
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A  very repulsive sights greeted us as we approached  Tula 
it was the sight of the numerous watch towers linin g the 

___ *>ter of the camp. I felt as if we were a bunch of real crim�
inals about to be impounded# Since we have renounce d our allegi— 
ance to this country, thereby depriving ourselves o f our right to 
demand a fair play, yet somehow either by instinct or through na�
tural inclination, I felt that we must speak for ou r right and a- 
bolish this great injustice# Those inalienable righ ts which were 
inherited at birth were so indelibly imprinted on m y mind I could 
not help but feel so even after I have knowingly re nounced my lo�
yalty* I am sure others must have felt the same sin ce I have heard 
them cursing and swearing vengence*

My feelings were further aggravated as we neared th e 
¿amp* Though I have read about the high fences bein g erected,
While at Leupp, my imagination seemed to have faile d in its proper 
Conception because the fences in reality are much h igher and more 
cruel, both in construction and in appearance* I di d not b r i e v e  
they were built so high and with meshed wires simil ar to those used 
at San Diego Zoo* Why even the gorillas with tremen dous strength 
were held helpless captives, and when men of inferi or strength were 
caged in like a bunoh of wild animals made me feel terribly irrita�
ted* Uneonciously I too have sworn to avenge this i njustice some

day# _ ^

Topping everything which tends to rouse the ire of the 
internees are the search lights beaming throughout the camp, watch»- 
lag us through the wee hours of the night as if we were incorrigible 
murderers# Have we not been the most law-abiding pe ople in the past? 
Why must we now be subjected to such humiliation?

There are thousands of young children amongst us# T hese - 
innocent children will be growing with twisted unde rstanding which 
will be the basis for their judgement of the white race of tomorrow* 
At the same time, nursisg the seeds of hatred for f urture wars#

I«ve heard them eursing, using profane language aga inst 
the white children which is their way of showing th eir grudge*
Are they to be blamed? Are the white children to be  blamed for the 
doings of their government? Mol Neither knows what this terrible 
war is all about# Yet the evil effects of this war are already 
affecting the unadulterated minds of the innocent c hildren* inis 
could have been avoided if General DeWitt had been a bigger man#

For the sake of future generations, before it is to o late, 
and if there is any justice left in these United St ates of America,
I would suggest l e V s  take the fences and the towers  out#

We are in the midst of wilderness. Miles and miles from 
town# Even at Leupp, somewhere in the heart of the limitless de�
sert, barbed wire fences with towers at strategic p oints were erect�
ed and manned by guards day and night with tommy gu ns#



It seemed so ridiculous X wondered If the Americans  could be a 
bunch of fools to think that we would be foolish en ough to try an 
escape when death from thirst and starvation lurked  beyond those 
fences« Here or at Leupp or at any other center, th e same holds 
true, therefore 1 honestly believe the fences and t he towers are 
not necessary* Quicker they are removed, the better  it will be 
for the good of America*

The location of the Administration buildings, fence d 
off to protect the administrative forces was bad en ough without 
erecting the fence* Situated out of the way and fur ther separate 

ed by the Base Hospital give little or no chance wh atever for 
the residents and the officials to meet and cultiva te friendship* 
JSven a casual friendship would go a long way to ma intain peace 

land order* This error must be corrected*

The more the Administrator and his force get in fri endly v: 
contact with the Japanese, the better will be their  under standing * 
This desirable aspect of understanding was positive ly forbidden 
by the Director in some camps, such as at Olla and Manzan&r at the 
time of M r e o t o r  Roy Hash and his assistant Ned Camp bell* The 
bultlvation of friendship should have been the prim e effort of the 
Administrator if he desires harmony and co-opetatlo n to prevail*

I was told that the fence was not there prior to th e 
disturbance# I believe that to be true* Regardless,  I would say 
that the fence ought not to have been erected to In crease the gap 
as well as harden feelings when diplomacy on the pa rt of the Admin* 
istrator would have baen sufficient to quiet the si tuation.

X have seen an S in i s t ra  tor through his kindness ch ange 
bitterness into smiles and reluctance to cooperatio n 100$ at a 
time when feeling was running very high among dange rous fanatics*
I also have seen an Assistant Project Director who regarded the 
Japanese people no better than the Indians, and tre ated them as 
such* So arrogant was his attitude, he was finally chased out of 
the camp in connection with an incident*

Through past history the Japanese people are known to 
be very obedient and submissive especially to the w hite race» They 
will go to the extreme to do what they can to show appreciation 
and would co-operate in every way possible* Likewis e they are 
very p&tient&nd stoic* They will suffer unnecessari ly to please 
those who show consideration* Yet what rouses these  people to 
revolt at times?

The constant violation of human rights* The damnabl e 
voices of the politicians, branding them as savages , stabbers in 
the back, sabotuers, rapists, spies and what not al ong with all
the vicious lies the sensational writers can think of* If we were 
ignorant people it may not matter at all, but we ar e of proud and 
intelligent race, backed by a country that commands  respect and 
justice#
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Those vicious lies piled upon us one after the othe r 
while suppressing our amotions without justificatio n are deliberate 
excitation to revolt# 1 sincerely believe the WBA i s purposely 
creating unpleasant atmosphere throughout the camp so that the 
Japanese will become disgusted of camp life and rel ocate* there Is 
only one man so far to my knowledge who really stri ves to help 
the unfortunate Japanese and that is Hr# Paul O* Ro bertson# for�
merly of Leupp* He Is so sincere in his desire to h elp tha Japanese 
people that genuine spirit la manifested in all his  actions* He 
makes no promise but he will fight and will see to it that we get 
what the Government allows* Had it not been for Mr#  Robertson# we 
who were incarcerated without a trial for a year wo uld undoubtedly 
be there in Leupp today* Under his administration, I positively 
would say the Japanese will have no cause to revolt *

The Administration# in order to cover up its inabil ity# 
employs many stool pigeons 1 This is the most dange rous thing it 
can do to create suspicion and disrupt the harmony of the center»
If the information supplied Is accurate# without pe rsonal prejudice 
or jealousy, the employment of spies may be Justifi ed, but almost 
in every case the contrary had been found to be tru e* On the 
worthless Information of the so called spies, the a uthorities have 
aet#d* thereby not only causing fear and unrest thr oughout the 
camp but undue hardships and sufferings* This phase  of the acti�
vities are very rampant here at Tula lake* It must be corrected if 
repitltlon of the trouble Is to be avoided*

If any suspicious character is reported by the scum s of 
the Japanese Race and trial to prove the guilt or i nnocence of the 
person apprehended is held# then I would say there exists at least 
a semblance of ^Justice which will satisfy the resi dents* But set 
far X have not heard of any trial determining the g uilt or innocence 
of the person arrested and yet the person accused I s held in the A 

, Military Stockade undoubtedly as guilty* This met hod is being praotic 
led to freighten others with no intention of wantin g to fight for 

justice* It may subdue the malcontents and they may  remain quiet 
while force Is on parade# but as soon as this force  is withdrawn the 
trouble may break again*

X myself was kept in isolation camp for one solid y ear 
without a trial because of having represented the p eople as one of 
the elected com mlttee of five on the bloody incide nt of Manssanar*
Does the authorities think I am cured? Hoi Hot as l ong as 1 live*
This injustice has made me a confirmed prO'-Japanes e# toughened and 
wiser*

How if the boys in the stockade were properly tried  and 
their guilt established# the Japanese people wduld accept it as 
justice but when they are imprisoned as military pr isoners without 
even a formality of' a trial# then the Japanese wil l sympathize with 
the accused and will entertain grudges and will har bor ill feelings 
towards the Administration even if the person accus ed is guilty 
of a crime* . • pillllS



Such a procedure will not help to eliminate trouble * It will 
create trouble* X hate to say the present quietitud e of this 
Center is Just superficial* The treacherous tide wi ll in course 
of time claim Its toll* How soon the storm will bre ak no one can 
say* but I am sure it will come if this present inj ustice is con» 
tinned* I hope for the good of all concerned the st orm cloud will 
drift elsewhere* ,

TTpon my arrival here X have noticed one thing in p arti» 
cular that justified the Japanese to revolt* That i s the good was 
terribly poor* I positively believe the food per pe rson per day 
could’nt have gone over 20 cents which is less than  half of what 
the Government really allows*

Mud* criticism was heard throughout the country tha t the 
Japanese are being well fed especially after the in vestigation con» 
ducted by the Dies Committee* What lies the Dies Co mmittee could 
so boldly print* If they would only come and live w ith usf eat 
with us} and sleep with us for just a month instead  of two years as 
we already have and report tie truths as they reall y exist* 1*11 
praise them for their fortitude*

Regardless of what the Dies Committee has said* the  food 
was bad and is bad today* Though it improved a litt le* the difference 
is so small* it Still must be hovering around 200 a  day* Why we 
have’nt had an egg for over two weeks now*

food is one of the greatest contributing factors th at 
determines the harmony of the camp* It affects the stomach of every 
man* woman and child* The quality of the food can b e judged at 
times by the mood of the people* Grumbling and curs ing* animated ■ 
criticism of this government is freely voiced* Undu e accusation 
of persons stealing and of grafts goes on without r espect of the 
person"uticter /Thus orea^png suspicion in the eyes  of the
people without proofs*

Recently proofs were uncovered and the suspects wer e 
arrested* X personally hope they will be given the severest pen» 
alty if found guilty*

To my judgement the food l a d «  the essential element s 
that gives us strength and energy* Many boys are ta king vitamins 
to keep their bodies from going to pieces* My eyes went bad on me 
since evacuation due to lack of proper food* X am n ot able today to 
do one fourth of the work X used to do before the w ar* Should X 
choose to do any manual work* my entire body starts  to tremble and 
if X should persist* dizzyness and fainting sensati ons overwhelm 
me* Though X look strong and vigorous* X could not in reality do 
the work that is required of me now*

Further enumerating on food as one of the greatest con�
tributing factors of revolt* Is it not obvious when  thousands upon 
thousands of men* women and children* the majority of whom are not



*

working and therefore have no appetite that relishe s anything will 
naturally find fault with food* Whan th® appatlta l a good after 
a good dayfs work* tha food may ha gohhlad down to satisfy tha 
hungry stomach. hut whan tha appatlta is bad* tha h ast food Is sub�
ject to criticism*

Many at time X*ve looked for meat in tha plate and if 
X am gratified with more than two tiny pieees I con sider myself 
lucky* Tha plate of stew is iu^t a plate of carrots  and potatoes 
flavored with hits of meat« Be it roast pork, if we  get more than 
two siloes of one mouthful each, it looks as if the  cook had made a 
mistake* The rest is dressing and gravy which we us e to finish a 
howl of rioe* Fish is of the poorest quality* Herri ng which is 
used for fertiliser is now being supplied to us* Wi th such good 
with no varieties* 1 can not blame tha rioters whan  they demanded 
better food on November 1st 1943»

Tha housing acoomodations are- In general about the  same 
throughout all the centers* except in one case in p articular* Tha 
floor is hare* It is not covered with linaolaum* To  rectify this 
this defect was one of tha demands that was present ed to tha author» 
ltles by tha committee representing the residents* Whether the Xap» 
anese are Justified in making such demands* X prefe r not to express 
my opinion at this time* However* my contention is if other centers 
can have it* why not this eenter* •'

This type of floor is very unsanitary due to reason  that 
it is very hard to keep clean* If we sweep to tidy the room, the 
dust is stirred only to resettle elsewhere* Xt coul d he noticed 
for quite a while after w e e p i n g  by the dusty odor i n the air*

These who were transferred from other centers no do ubt 
must have readily noticed this aboanfoltmle situati on. Day in andl  
day out* living in filth must have created disgust to such an ax» 
yent that it finally became one of the contributing  factors of the 
trouble«

While in Leupp* X have heard from various sources t hat 
Tula Lake is a very dirty camp* Upon ray arrival th ough I m s  ire» 
pared to see dirt* X was very much shocked to find it dirtier than 
X had really anticipated* X wondered what sort of p eople had lived 
here, or what sort of an Administrator was responsi ble for the 

health of the residents* This abhorable feeling had  given me a very 
ugly impression on the very first day in camp. Such  little tiling 
however.Inaignifleant it may be* adds up in course of time to break 
the patience of the residents* culminating into a v ery serious 
trouble*

3o far X have not seen any type of recreation spons ored 
for the adults* to divert their unpleasant mind* If  there is enough 
work in this camp to keep the adults well occupied,  recreation may 
not ba necessary but when work Is so scarce as it I s here* recreation 
wil l  play a great part in keeping the people satisf ied*



But neither work nor recreation are being sponsored  to relieve the 
dissatisfied from concocting misbhief*

Seven days a week, 30 days a month, day in and day out
without a thing to do, topped with leak of funds to  letp oneself 
satisfied with wants really does get a man* this is  another source 
of trouble*

reasonably* It was the Relief of the officials that the Japanes e 
are very submissive and co-operating, yet theyfve r evolted* Well, 
who would*nt? to my judgement, it is a wonder that the Japanese 
have this long conducted themselves vary commendabl y*

The worst thing the authorities can do to create tr ouble 
is depriving the residents of privileges* While at Leupp, our 
radios and phonographs were taken away from us by t he order of the 
chief of Internal Security as punishment because tw o of us went to 
ascertain the rules on the use of short wave radios * If ls9nt that 
we have violated any rules of the camp that justifi ed his order but 
it was that he did*nt like the idea that we went to  see Mr* Best 
directly about it* This has hurt his pride so much he immediately 
acted like a big bully, thereby creating a cause of  trouble* I have 
hever seen such an egotistical person in all my lif e* So egotistic 
he failed to recognise the fact that he was hated b y all*

was identically of the same type* He must have his ways* Rule 
with an iron hand was his policy* Ho kindness or co nsideration was 
shown* Always arrogant which led to his failure#

all the camps* What good does it accomplish? Why mu st the inductees 
be deprived of the only pleasure left to them, the pleasure of list�
ening to news from oversea? What damage could they do by listenfjing^ 
to it? Could they help their government in any way?  How could this 
government be so small, so small as to persecute th e harmless in�
ductees mentally? No good comes from it* It only he lps to sow

� ����� ����� �����„1�� � ���
If  preaoh B M OC Ra S^  and the POUR MEED0M8 in the fact of what she aot- 

ually practiced* American democracy of today is not hing but a hypo�
critical veneer of greed and jealousy* «. /

inductees to hold an open forum at least once a wee k or two and 
given them the chance to get whatever they have off  their chest,
I am sure the inductees will be able to control the ir feelings over 
fountains of grudges*

Administration may wonder why the Japanese act so u n~

The Assistant Project Director Ned Campbell of Manz anar

Short wave radios were forbidden slnoe July 1, 1943  in

It is my sincere belief that if the WRA will peirai t the



nuikoa 2 L i S t S**. 8??4 ®5y * that relieves a parson and ' '

S 6 S  S f  a ^ a l ^ a l r S ^ f u ^ t i o S  S l f L S l l l f  t o ^ g g ^ ^
tle-Stjan of a bolleri without it ^ t o i l e r  ^ u  S p l S d e  lf tha 
■ tarn <rf «uppraaoed b jyond i ts  capacity, Likewise t n® suppressed

�	��������������11� ������� �����
.. . Tifftfora if tea WRA doss not see fit to spend a few

r i l f?Yi d *  f?«®ai5ioas then I would suggest it 
permit the Indue tees to either 1latentto short wav e sewn rrom aeross 
the sea or p e n t «  them to yell their heads off to r e S i e t S a t e “ “  

P®nt WS «lotions, Bow and than, it will oost the WR A no 
S  L i i p?3S*; Neither will it oause any damage to the  country, 
nor harm to the Inductees hut good a n  around* *1

earn W*.- i f !  ua aot if® political side of the ques tion. We
t o o  were segregated as unloyal must he considered hear t and sould
J ^ s n s M  and for Japan. Tet amongst us the WRA has pe rmitted the

J F °  ? t0 « “ “io* / o r  what purpose we do not know unl ess their 
*2*^5*°®* pemi t t ed  in order to employ then as apiss . This is one 
of the sore spots requiring Immediate attention*

of^ these so called loyal a are not
truly patriotio. They*Te declared thenselyes loyal because or pea?— 
f°?21*?9a!orls* the gnsatest of white is to avoid t he conscription 
into the Japanese Military forces in the event when  exchange of 
?«?{**}*£* speedily carried out* But should they re main

B* hy^swearing allegiance, they would escape that fea r 
of  being conscripted since tills government then was deferring all

|f kO and 4F* Bo they did and considered themselves 
wise and safe, laughing at those who hastily renoun ced their loyalty 
to the country of their birth* 7  iy

| ’ ■ *||| ! , I

Today we are having our laughs on them* Proving my state«» 
ment on this serious ehargeof defaming their charac ter, I need not 
go into detail in explaining it* Their very actions  have already 
proven it« beyond all question of doubt* For instan ce, why is it 
so many of them have stormed the administration at i%nianar, T o p a a J S  
Gila and Minidoka in protest to the recently announ ced order from 
Washington that all loyal Niseis will be called to serve in the 
IT * S* Army? I have heard many of them are now ter ribly worried*

to  questions 27~28 were persuaded to 
f i t I ?  iBS changed it to NO on account of
the draft* why? First, because they were trujy not loyal st heart.

I N ?  « « h o t  escape the draft and tie 
Ifff £ ^ L 2 u* tov too timo  being is to renounce their allegiance.
This NQ~Ts s ~n °  group is doubly despised by the true adherents to §1 
Jax^an and to their Bmperor* They are neither Ameri cans nor Japanese* 
They are men without a country \



How to further crowd this camp with such J 
NQ-TSS-NQ, would create trouble* their aamit^an^ a©! e
will be greatly deplored# We do not want them# Thos e amongst 
us now ought to be thrown into a camp of their own*

Heedless of my statement, poli t ical^q^ation is o n e o f ^  
the most touchy issues of man# Sven families spl|t £keir 
cal belief, father against son. brother g a i n s t  bro 1 S ^ l i a i s  
lovable sisters have fought ana died in support of their beliefs# 
Then why not men and women of different convictions  strongly 
anise and hat© each other with whom they’ve never e xchanged wordy 
of greetings in their lives before? Will uot their hatred roused 
to whit© heat when those of contra-political belief  are 
to remain and engage in nefarious work? Their prese nce Is bad 
enough without further aggravating the situation by  fermenting 
the minds of the residents with their false reports #

Camp Manzanar was sailing along very satisfactorily  
the introduction of the J#A*C#L# around tha beginni ng of August̂ ;̂ | 
1942# This was the dynamite which only needed a. sp ark to touch 
it off# I started to blast them to Hell, but they w ere so well 
entrenched behind the Administrative wall with offi cial, backing, 
it took several blastings before they were complete ly routed*

Togo Tanáka. one of the leading sponsors had person ally I
admitted to me that i© saw the sign of defeat on 
night of the meeting* He withdrew and did not appea r at the se�
cond meeting. However the sneaky Fred Tayama and Ki yoshl Higashi 
persisted In trying to salvage the bursted pieces o f ÍS A* c • L • 
and attended without authorization, tí» National C o n v e n t i o i B B B H  
¿r*A*G.L# at Salt Lake City, Utah#

In the meantime the Kibeis were very active trying to
form a group of their own to offset tb© jr*A*C#L# 
nwfinl?« was not only denied but even the usage of the Japanese 

tongue thereafter was definitely prohibited. My pet ition to farm 

the Manzanar Welfare Organization likewise than * h e
eentatlon hy Assistant P.D. Ned Campbell. None W W  " f  
J.A.C.L, was recognized and permitted, a disoriadna tion which 
roused the feelings of the interested and the impar tíais.

This political controversy would have remained dorm ant 
had the J.A.C.L. been kept out of the centers. It w as natural 
that feelings against everything American would b* k®®^.y ®“£8r 
tainod through the sting of evacuation. In the mids t of sruoh 
treaoherous atmosphere, the J.A.C.L. had been bolti y 
Had we been respected and treated as American citiz ens, ^he re�

action might have been a welcoming one, but when we  were 
as Japs and treated as suoh, I cannot see where in we wi.ould itur-C 
thar americanizo the youngsters of the centers, unj ustly General 
DeWltt had denounced us as "Once a Jap, always a f t p . Why t hwv  
must we keep our vows to uphold the constitution 
were not unloyal. We were made disloyal by the grea  uerst



sabotuer A in the service of the country, General DeWiit*

Is it not palpable the Administration had made and is 
making today the same critical mistake of grouping people of con�
tra-political beliefs here at Tul© Lake? The demand  to remove the 
loyals out of this camp had only been partially met * I hope for the 
good of all concerned, further augmentation of the loyals with the 
NO-Y32S-NQ group from various camps will not perper mitted under any 
circumstance* We do not care to mingle with the deg enerates*

In short, let fs take the fences out, the towers sho uld 
also be removed* If the Army must have them, have t hem erected 
miles away* Give the inductees the chance to scout the surrounding 
hills* Give them every privilege of humanity* Short  wave news 
and free expression of their emotions* Cut out all the vicious 
lies and descriminatlon* It Is Un-American* All the  dirty things 
said and done will not help win the war. Otherwise do not criticize 
what they do overthere if America can not practice Democracy and 
the Doctrine of the Four Freedoms.

|Finally make no promise which cannot be kept, or t hreaten 
the Japanese* They will surely call your bluff*
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TALK WITH MR. KTJRIHARA

/“At Tule Lake I gxkfetxu*uU±«xa£taanjU*atimi gathered data ca mtxxMdc

current évents and attitudes.xnépcxiuKrètanaaini Si multaneously I t m i  tried

t© learn all I could about what had ksxgp happened xx fSetonhefî nMoniantoafî n

ÊKMMdMnBeoenheKnxninianuaii during the angxoprfri ck  xtxikx strike and the

period of martial law. At this point in time I was particularly interested

in whether ©r not the Negotiating Committee and the  Daihyc Sha Kai had, for the
most part,

geancB&iyabaetciegQKdtdiaictàoc ^Kxxixa±y &een rega rded as "the peoples 

representatives*. Though Mr. Kurihara had net ccme t© the camp until 

December of 19UU, I asked his ©pinion .7
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Jn most cases negotiating committees are b o m  spontaneously. In Man zanar  
when I  was arrestedy we figured there was an injust ice done. We held a meeting  
with no previous arrangement whatever. A person who took t he lead was nominated  
to tell the people.

The Negotiating Committee:

Regarding this camp, the Negotiating Committee were th ose who formerly were  
considered to be the leaders in various camps. When they took the lead3 naturallyy  
they were appointed. The majority of  the leaders who were appointed were from  
Jeromey and they were leaders in their community. W hen they took interest in this  
campy naturally9 they were appointed leaders. Whoev er is appointed in these cases  
is a leader in one way or the other.

I  was surprised too when I  was elected as a member of  the Negotiating Committee  
in the Manzanar incident. That was because I  took the le ad in destroying the J.A.C.L.  
(Japanese-American Citizens League). In facty I  was the only one who fought against  
the J.A.C.L. in Manzanar.  *

The Coordinating Committeey I  thinky is the unconsciou s toot of either the  
Army or WRA.

When I came in here they took all of my manuscripts^ about a half ciozen  
different articles I had written. They went through my  luggage. The sergeant  
told me he was instructed to search my things very ca refully. They took these  
things to F.B.I. headquarters y so Dr. Thomas must no t be surprised if the things  
I  have given her are also with the F.B.I. in Washingto n.

The sergeant promised to send them back to me. I f  he d oesy I  might send them  
to you or Mr. Spencer. It was about the J.A.C.L . fight. It clearly expresses my  
opinion on why I was so bitter.

Reasons Why Status Quo Broke;

The main reason was not because they didn 't want t o stick with the Negotiating  
Committee but — one of the main reasons was lack of finan ce. Another reason is  
they didn 't want to loaf along doing nothing. Time tags so mon otonous.

If we were a bunch of Japanese soldiers quartered h erey that is a different  
thing. But these are women and children and civilia ns. In Manzanar the F.B.I.  
was making good use of  the inu.

Vote on Status Quo:

When the vote was taken here - the status quo tost by 400  votes. That shows  
that the people who are favoring status quo are great er in number. Because many  
who favored status quo did not vote. They thought it was the way to go to the  
stockade. A lot of people thought they might be pul led in. A lot of people feared  
they might be putted in. They had a soldier by the vo te box.

The Part of the Co-op;

The people in the Co-op had a greater interest  (in breaking status quo). It  
was tO' their interest. The former secretary of the Co- op is chairman of the Coor�
dinating Committee.

I  had a friend of  mine pulled into the stockade Jan uary 10. Best said he saw  
no charge against him from the request of  WRA. He hesitat ed to release him. I
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went to S&favmdt- The last remark he gave to me was n It Is up to the Coordinat�
ing Committee. m

The Japanese are held in the stockade by the Japane se. Ahbto&tfGi is probably  
following the orders of  other people.

Here is a rumor: There are four big gambling places run by the Judo fellows  
wlio guard the Coordinating Committee. The other small  places are raided, but  
they fust stay from those boys. They are not closed.

MARCH 22, 1910;
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TALK WITH MR. KURIHARA

/"On March l£, one of Mr. Kurihara's friends had gi ven me a document

t© read^7 ... • . -  — - — ^
... I went over to Mr. Kurihara's, unescorted, and returned  

the document given me by his friend. I intended to leave immediately, but Mr.  
Kurihara urged me to sit down and talk with him if I had t ime. I stayed about  
half an hour. I told him of the (Evacuation and Resettlement) Study's nee d for  
documentation of the activities of the Daihyo Sha Kai, for example, the minute s  
of meetings, and of our need for such material should another movement  take place,  
He promised to do his best and give us anything he was able to  obtain.

Of JgmibuWLi he said: There are a couple of  men under him. They express  
themselves better in English than he does, and they  go over his head in doing  
things. If he could wriggle out of  the committee, all right. But if he waits  
longer, some day it's going to be too late.  . He will be blamed regardless of  
the consequences that follow.

If he keeps on and sticks at it, even if h e rs really fo r the Japanese, h e Ts  
going to be branded as a spy and working for WRA.

Daihyo Sha Kai

To a great extent the Daihyo Sha Kai has distorted the facts to make the  
people believe they are working for the good of Jap an - when to a great extent  
they are not.

Mr. Kurihara suggested to me that it might be a good ide a to talk to George  
Yamatani^to see what a man like him would say. He coul d probably tell me a great  
deal about the Daihyo Sha. I agreed, but shrink for seeking this unpopul ar  
gentleman out in his barrack. If I were seen, I explained, it might do me gr eat  
harm. Here I may be wrong but I can stomach just so much inuing on my o wn part.

1. I was still obliged t© be escorted by a member o f the Internal 
Security (project police) whenever I went into jfck  "the colony". But I 
took a chance and made this visit without being cau ght.

2. The chairman of the Coordinating Committee.

3. Mr. Kurihara was the only Japanese American who suggested that I 
talk t© men who were hated or feared by most of bbe  people in camp.
I could not bring myself to talk tc Mr. Murakami, b ut six months 
later, at Kurihara's suggestion, I xfe*fct«4aMstali *a& I began to visit 
Mr. Kira.
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TALK WITH JOE KUFIHARA

[in April of 19 kh I vifeited TjiLe Lake from April 12 to April 17* O n 

my arrival I found the members of the appointed sta ff in a state of extreme 

xpjftxgk apprehension. The general attitude is best  conveyed by my talk 

with Mr. Robertson.

Robertson was greatly concerned over the present camp situ ation. He  
said he had been debating whether to telegraph me. I asked for de tails.

segregants) wrote to the Spanish Embassy and the Dept, of  
Interior ashing what they thought about further seg regation, The matter  
was ref erred bach to the camp officials, Permissio n was given this group  
by the Administration CHarry Black) to find out the  colony reaction to further  
segregation . They went about it by circulating a memorandum thro ugh the cot-*-  
ony ashing the people tfho wanted to be segregated and retwm to Japan on  
She first boat to sign here. It was circulated last  weeh3 ending Saturday  

Wo;s aPPaf ently an opposition group that passed the  petition  
around. KaebB&ka told me that the group was compose d of super-super-patriotic  
people who didn't have enough sense to know when th ey were well off .2

Some people had suggested that the colony was right  on the verge of  
another incident . Others said theŷ  didn't thinh anything would happe n.

Several other things are tending to start up. There  is a rumor that  
the stockade people are being moved away. Some  (Robertson thought four) were  
moved out yesterday 3 they were Issei sent to Santa  Fe , There is a rumor now  
that the rest will be moved. Some say there 'll be a blow up on account of  
that. They are still urging the release of everybod y there , T  find the whole  
colony very tens* a A-CMurflu

Mrs. Mmtomskc is behind this movement for further s egregation,  
sJ The Co-ordinating Committee resigned last Saturd ay Cthe 8th), They have  

no\ agreed that they will continue until another re presentative body is pre—  
bake their place.  (Robertson admifcfee'd that the Administration had  

taken no steps to initiate this action,jPermission is sti ll awaited from  
Washington.) polek.

/  best %s not here. He won't be back till the end of the month , And 
the present feeling among the Administration is tha t there will be no further  
segregation,

\  There were over 53000 names on this petition ,

\

1. Mr. Best had left the project on official business an d Mr. Black was function�
ing as Project Director in his absence.

2* a datailed description of these events see Thomas a nd Nishimoto (1946:230-5,
306-7).] 9

[̂ So great was the confusion that I was permitted t o go into the •♦ colony1* 

Hfctinaqpm without a police escort. I visited five Japanese American 

friends and acquaintances and found none of them in  a state of tension.

«€> n tras t-betw«w*bfcei r ntmchaiantee
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$Er. Kurihara, however, was deeply concerted* 7

I asked Hr. Kurihara about the sentiment for further segregation, and  
the possibility of more trouble.

Frankly speaking, you may convey to Mr . Robertson,  tfza* i/  tTzere is any
trouble will be against the Japanese only.  J£ wiZZ not affect  

the Administration in any way. No demonstration will b e made, I  donrt know  
now badly it will affect the Administration, The on ly thing that will kill  
it is for the Administration to act in time to hasten the s egregation of the  
tes-Yes group, the American loyalists. I f  they don't, it will come to a head.  
The only other way is to have the Army continually patrol  the camp.

I  don t want to side with anybody, but the only thi ng to do is to get the  
Yes-Yes group out, or have the Army patrol.

, I  heard that the members of the Coordinating Committ ee were going to  
Cm̂  have the people elect persons in whom they can have confidence.

If  they do that, it might help. The Co-ordinating Co mmittee and the Civic  
Organizations group are suspected.. From our point of judgment, they are loyals.

From the standpoint of the loyals the Daihyo Sha are not  representatives.  
But that does not hold for the rest of the people.

The Administration knows this fact  (that the people consider the Coj-ordin—  
ating Committee and the Civic Organizations group inu). Yet they continue to  
employ these people. They should know better.

The removal of "the internees is not important in t he segregation movement  
but it will cause hard feeling among the people.

The general trend of  opinion of the^people is: they got to get rid of,  
sever off the head, of the men on the Coordinating Com mittee. Unless they  
get rid of these men, there's going to be trouble.

Especially since Easter I  notice the food has impro ved very much. That  
may change the mood of the people, too.  (However, Mr. Kurihara agreed with  
me, that this lessening in tension caused by better food would b e only tem�
porary) .

I then asked Kurihara about criticism against the Daihyo Sha wh en conditions  
became difficult and painful and money scarce.

w  ̂ Those who suffered wfVl naturally bear ill feeling tow ard the Daihyo Sha.
You know how people  ̂are; they try to blame others. Those  who suffered h a d n o  
business to criticize the Daihyo Sha, but they did it.

The people didn't want to leave the Daihyo Sha. They were forced through  

fun(̂ s ' T*le difference m  (in the vote) was so small, and many people  
didn t want to vote. It was simply to express oppos ition by not voting. In  
reality the number of those who wanted status quo w as greater. If those who  
wanted to abolish status quo were greater, the majority wou ld have expressed  
idneir opinion and voted.
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APRIL 12, 1944 -

(I asked how important a factor terrorism had been.)
The Administration has got to believe somebody. Tha t  (belief in terror�

ism) is the best way to wriggle out of the situation.
Once the Japanese lose faith in you, it'll be a very ha rd thing to regain  

it. They hold a grudge until they die. On the other hand, they will co-oper�
ate as long as they can. I f  they break: that's the end.

Best lost the confidence of the Japanese people. I  sho uldn't say this,  
but the other day they had a meeting and the demand, i s 'Get rid of Mr. Best. '  
That's going to keep on.

There is the greatest tension here. But no matter w hat feelings may exist  
here today, that could be wiped out immediately if Mr.  Best resigned. You  
can't blame Best for not staying. But if he sees he's no t wanted, why does  
he remain? He's going to make it bad for everybody, eve n lakes.

[The reader may wonder why I did not begin the interview by ask�
ing Mr. Kurihara, ,TWhat do you think of the resegregation petit ion?”
But nine months of fieldwork in the camps had taught me to approach  
delicate or touchy subjects obliquely or indirectly. If then, re spondents  
wished to discuss a topic, they were free to do so. If not, I dropped  it.  
Issei and Kibei respondents sometimes answered a question in the same 
manner, quoting a Japanese proverb and letting me draw my own conclusio ns.  
But since Mr, Kurihara was a very outspoken man, it is possi ble that I  
was being too cautious.]

APRIL 1U, 19U*



FRIDAY, APRIL 14, 1944- p. 1 10
TALK WITH MR. KURIHARA:

Returned to Mr. Kurihara1s to discuss the situation and rece ive criticism  
on my paper. Kurihara was busy mopping the floor of his "apartmen t" hut in�
sisted on my staying and talking. He had found only one item to criticize.
The remainder of the paper, he said, surprised him. He could not see how any�
one could have learned so much about the situation. The criticism was on p. 5 
where 1 say that many of the Administrators believe that the men who formed  
the nucleus of the Daihyo Sha Kai had begun their organization in J erome and  
had continued their machinations ever since arriving in Tule La ke.

That opinion was circulated by the Caucasian people, that  the boys from  
Topaz and Jerome were trying to get hold of the cont rolling interest and try�
ing to get the people under their control, When tho s'e boys had acted, we had  
quite a discussion in Leuppfc with Mr . Fredericks. H e strongly believed at that  
time this opinion was gotten through the newspapers, t hat those boys from various  

- centers were trying to get hold of the leadership in  the camp. I argued with  
him that it wasn't so. The only reason the boys from J erome took the leader�
ship here was because they themselves were leaders in Jerome. When they got  
here, they naturally took leadership again, especiall y of the Jerome faction.  
Jerome constituted the greatest number. I  cLoubt wheth er they were trying to  
get leadership or that the plot was formed before. A th ing of that nature  
happens spontaneously.

Reasons Why Old Tuleans Were Not Involved:

The people who were here were satisfied with the condi tions of the camp .__ __
But the people from other camps were not. The other cam ps were improved and  
had better conditions than here. When they came here, th ey were disappointed.  
They compared conditions at Jerome and at other cent ers in the same manner.
Things here were so deficient, they couldn 't be satisfi ed.

The people from other centers were going through a period of transition.
They were not satisfied or happy. They had time to brood. The people who had  
first come to Tule were mainly farmers in the San Joaqui n valley. Their ex�
pression is, 'Living condition here is far better t han outside of camp. '
Even now the people  Cold Tuleans). say,. 'We asked for it over and over again  
and we didn't get it. What's the use?' So they do noth ing. The other people  
who came here were different. In Manzanar we didn't have to ask for things.
They bring it to us. .

Tule Cooperative:

The people in the Cooperative were running in conjuncti on with the WRA.
They will say this to the people, 'Don't depend on the WRA . Let us supply the  
things for ourselves. ' The officials of the Co-op say that.  But do you think  
the people will then be satisfied? They  (the Co-Op) sell everything which the  
WRA will be furnishing. When they can buy them, they won't pr ess the block  
leaders to fight for these things. I saw 100 people sta nding in line to buy  
a bucket. They asked  (WRA) for it, couldn't gep it, so they went and bought it .

*
General Uprising:

I  doubt if the general uprising will happen for a v ery long time. The  
food has improved.

.The Loyals:
We consider them, those who answered Yes-Yes, as  , loyal to the United States  

Those who answered No, and then Yes, we consider th em as komori Cbats), neither



bird ' nor animal. The No and Yes, and now No} are s uch, neither Japanese nor  
Americans. They are men without a country. We despise the m ..worse than those  
who said Yes.

Whoever said No, must he considered as Japanese, rega rdless of what theu  
have m  their hearts. The only thing we could ask is that  those who openly  
said Yes he removed from the camp. It may split the  families, a husband may  
"fve said. Yes, and wife No. A son may have said No  and a father Yes. The  
father came, with the son or the No-No. In any case , if the husband said Yes,  
regardless of whether it splits the family or not, we w ant him out.

» .jfl those who Yes  - the Issei who said Yes - we can't blame them.
But if they were asked a question similiar to the N isei, they might not have  
fa 7 san[e thing. Naturally, they ought to be sent out of camp , whether it  
breaks the family up or not. This is a serious quest ion. The life of the nation  
balances on it. They  (the Administration) ought to have records here.

.. j  pe?ple behi*id the resegregation petition) are trying to narrow
it down, to only those who have signed the petition, wh o want to repatriate or  
expatriate. Their minds are too narrow.

He came from Topaz.

Mr.

MrT^Akasfci is a "former school teacher in San Francisco.
.He seems to have been pretty well known there.

J objected to the petition. I  couldn't sign it. I  dis approved because I  
see their doings are from a very narrow viewpoint. I  couldn't  see it.

Another point I  objected because when that matter was brought up, no clear-cut  
explanation was made. ̂ It was given to the people in a haphazard manner. I  couldn't  
be satisfied. I  previously would not sign my name t o anything unless I. know  
thoroughly what it means. Many now regret signing t he petition. They may have  
been afraid. It was a good cause without leadership . I  think they should have  
explained it so thoroughly that even a child could understand it. Their attitude  
was take it or leave it. It was too much of a high pressure group. Their assoc-

Wf re Pf°Ple that 1 could not place my confidence in. When I'm convinced  
100%, I  go the limit.
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APRIL M p E p f S  17, 19hh
TALK WITH MR. KURIHARA
dropped in "a moment on Kurihara to see if he had been able to get the paper  

which an Issei friend had written. The man had not finished typing the pape r.

Kurihara repeated his opinion that he did not think any major trouble would  
spring up between the colonists and the Administration, but that the evacuees would  
fight among themselves. As an example he told of a beating which had taken place  
in the last few days. A man, the brother of a man who showed movies i n camp, had  
been set upon and beaten. No one knew the reason, but "we suspect that tt was the  
other group. "  I asked whom he meant by this "other group. "  Kurihara implied that  
it was the "loyals" who were employing these strong arm methods, "hut we are not  
sure. "

He also told of trouble in the Internal Security. (The name of this organi�
zation has been changed by the Administraiton to "Police" but all the evacuees  
continue to refer to it as "Internal Security.") A group of Iss ei on the force are  
suspected by the younger members of "reporting things" to the Administration.

r  When it became apparent that the Coordinating Comm ittee would have

t© resign, the Administration found it imperative t o sponsor plan for

organizing an evacuee committee with which it could  deal in channeling

1
communications to.the evacuees.” IfcojraRUutamme Th e Administration made 

1. XXKS '»The Spoilage”, p. 21*1.

several nttnaBjBfcsi attempts, all of which were ig nored by the residents.

Finally, axeamp camp-wide block nomination meetings  for an Arrangements

Committee were scheduled for the night ©f May 18* M r. Kurihara was the 
only one of my respondents who told me that he thou gh such a body should be 
fcrmed.jT XKXXXI&p iM

TALKxxmxmcxKMxiKxm: may ik ,  ��UU

TALK WITH MR. KURIHARA



IN KURIHARA * for me to get cepy ail'd return 

Dec. 3,1*, 29,30,31, 8$/'86, 3?, 103, 101*.

JaB. £3, 5>U, 61*, 6£, 66,

61* £ and g6are Ok but belong in batch £6 to 66 tha t Chris man£ 
not have corrected.

83,

MARCH not typed onto processor
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Hsnkey -  Bot&s * Tule Tpke

ijû /''V-V

f Q
I  "wakayama’ a deser t ion  from Santa F® may make so®® of the Ho.shl-dan

and Ho to ku-da n people qu it*
/  v''/' �����

Three or four peoc'e bugle here in  th is block ear ly in the morning
I f 0r ten orvjfll minutes just  for the sake of the few members in t U S  b lock 

There arefdootors in th is  b lock a n o th e r  people who would like © good 
\  rest« \ (g-

I f  i t  wos good bugling that sounds pleasant to the ear i t  would 
|  be a l l  r igh t*  But most of the tins i t * s  f i s t  or of f  b e e t« I t ' s  r e a l ly

it g"n°ytng ♦  /¿H



nsard today ���	�	 t«o Caucasian- inf oytaantA that there had been a

sojiicus ten t ing  in corc;p. I t  oceured. in the block S ferss  ha 31 at noon.

A group of  boys attacked a Sokuj i  t t on\With tv;o by fours and beat bira
-----  A

up. The Fo l ice  acted t e e d  l a te l y  and ar res ted  11 as s a i l a n t s  ��� in*
. _  JP
| them to tlw KCLamatn ? a l l s  j a i l .  two Yarnotiiotos and ���

� Sh itatv isbi  brothers &ere ar rested*  Ko�aka ngpws was taken too .���� ��� �
� � Befor e the ar res ts  «ere maiSfx the Sokuj i  and � �� �� ��nv-d nfit 1 oo ~m 
i ----- - a

[ the Adminis trat ion that i f  ernl ��� r n a 1�1o ps were not t aken 

Inlinediate ly* tncy would take matters in to the i r  own h a n d s ^ T l i o y  

' A *16V® 1*000 young rr.en to  c a l l  on. 0na in f  or rsn nt ^aeers very exc i ted

and wor r ied at dl ■ - ■ Jj“it wH l 3 »

;ss e in?. that’ t iiO ossa ilants

Sokoku can v, . * ■» - j-i. i keep hards

killing * /* isV ‘ vl«̂ *

fototbesi, I a c . Cv o v i  &  is tremendously a f ra id  of pub l ic i ty *  sogtsfes?

ûgSiiiihpwfciL i
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1*171 fed up with this occmp. They don*t want to how t heir heads and come under  
us. So to save thevr faces when they return to Japan 3 they must do something,

The -third group just does nothing, They don’t give a d amn what happens . They  
don’t bother us.

Most o f  us realize that w e ’ve been playing too much of a gentleman act . We should  
have done something before they started,

(Yoshiyama added that his group knew that many of their plan s were being reported  
to the Administration and he knew who was doing it, Kai a nd Kuratomi.)

^He also asked about the completion of the new stockade adding, ”I f  Best Wants  
to pick us up and confine us againy i t ’s 0,K.”

He also showed me a letter from Mr. Okamoto, who advised him against r enouncing  
his citizenship rashly.

INTERNEES' FAMILIES LEAVE FOR SANTA FE

A noisy demonstration with songs and Banzais was held tonigh t as the families  
left the camp.
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

Yoshio Nakazawa is the name of the man who wrote the article exposing the Resegre  
gationists and the Hitomi murder. He is at the Granada Center, family no. 128.-*-

Kurihara was in much better spirits today. It seems that one of the chief  
councelors of the Sekuji Kenkyu had called on him and had a long talk with h im. Kuri�
hara is now sure he has Wakayama shivering in his shoes . This man informed Kurihara  
that a few weeks ago Wakayama was responsible for several beatings.

They even talk about each other. You see how they are.

They figure I'm not bluffing. They don't want to be dr agged out. They tell me  
it wasn't them, but it was this guy  (Wakayama).

A friend of mine spread the truth to the people of Manzanar, Those boys have  
such oonfidenoe in me that they will not tolerate any nonsense. ■ Even that bunch of  
boys in Manzanar  —  Wakayama has about 30 boys under him  —  they will definitely refus  
to support him if he ever touncelA m y  violence, on me. He will be very much surprised  
to hear that.

I hold the respect of those boys because I was in Sa n Redro along with them.

We hear that when Mrs. Wakayama had a baby recently the chie f surgeon in the  
hospital coddled her. He greeted her every morning and treate d her like she was a  
princess. I don't know why she should get special treat ment. We think Mr. Best gave  
them special orders to be nice to her so that Wakayama wo uldn't get mad.

Kurihara also asked me how the new stockade (or jail) was getting along.

TALK WITH YOSHIYAMA

Yoshiyama was discouraged and saddened today. He said he was sick of the people  
in camp. The first cause of his sadness was that 13 people were leaving for Crystal  
City tonight to join the heads of their families who were moved from the stockade here  
to Santa Fe. Yoshiyama's efforts to stop this had been a dismal failure. The second  
reason for his depression was "that there isn't going to be any trouble for some tim e.

(Indubitably, the "wise old heads" of the Hooshi-dan have decided,  at least  
temporarily on non-violence.) in fact, Yoshiyama said, "there wasn't going to be any  
trouble for a long time. "  -

He also showed me another letter from Mr. Hayashi in Santa Fe, apologizing for  
his harshness in his last letter. Hayashi said he had been influenced by the majority  
of the group in Santa Fe and had lost sight of the higher aims of the Negotiati ng  
Committee. He thanked Yoshiyama for all his efforts in his behalf. Hayashi is not  
being sent to Crystal City; nor is his family.

There are three groups now. One group is our group, t he Resegregation Group or  
the Sokuji Kikoku, and its subsidiary, the Sokokil Kenkyu —dan. The other group is  
trying to hold back our group because they've made a mis take before. Kai and Kuratomi_  
we were waiting for them to come out and have Rever end Kai be one of the advisors and  
Kuratomi one of the dansho or big shots of the young men's association. They forgot  
how much we had done for them.

There's nothing we can do for quite some time.

/][•• 1 wrote to Mr. Nakazawa, asking if he would care to sen d the study his article,  
but he did not respond^/
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I'm fed up with this camp. They don't want to bow t heir heads and come under  
us. So to save their faces when they return to Japan 3 they must do something.

The third group just does nothing. They don't give a da mn what happens. They  
don't bother us.

Most of us realize that we've been playing too much of a gent leman act. We should  
have done something before they started.

(Yoshiyama added that his group knew that many of their plans were being reported  
to the Administration and he knew who was doing it, Kai and Kuratomi.)

He also asked about the completion of the new stockade adding, "If Best Wants  
to pick us up and confine us again^ it's 0. K. "

He also showed me a letter from Mr. Okamoto, who advised him ag ainst renouncing  
his citizenship rashly.

INTERNEES* FAMILIES LEAVE FOR SANTA FE

A noisy demonstration with songs and Banzais was held tonight as the families  
left the camp.
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TAtK TMTH 11?S « P^SCf ?tv

iC¿S'*'
M rs .  D-jAnforn-ed re  th a t  roye s has been meet ing if. the  co lony

< i t h  the Jtpk&aa end has been a t te m p t in g  to  work out some k i rd  of

oomproevise w i th  them* As IZ? s  • D ^ u n d e r s t s n d s  i t .  the s u ^ e s t i o n '
. ' v* - A

tb©t i f  t i l  those be lo n g in g  to  the liokoku who w ish to  be i n te rn e d  

-a re  i n t e r n e d ,  the b u g l in g  t i n  s t o p .
hcd»c.is-î 5

fesauli.̂ «ho nt.to- b& reuii£fr#t)

TA T_X V<I TH I3IR UIAPA

i ,1  ̂♦
A l l  has been ex t rem e ly  s e r e n e ,  st&d^Xur ihs ra  .  ?he on ly  th in g  *

that promised the s l i g h t e s t  e x c i tem en t  h c s Mrs • TTsfcayenia1 g s t f i t e r a n t

that she was to be r e u h i t e d  soon w i th  her spotese in  C r y s t a l  C i t y .

Sok 6 of the In te rnm en t  widows were so incensed t hr t  th e y  o?1 bed on

her end threatened her with bodily harm*

"The rumor went a l l  over the esme. They sa id  M s  wife bed 
ever jpocksd. The rumor s t a r t e d  fror- h e r .  As j o o ps o s she re c e iv e d  o 
te leg ram  from her husband,  *5he thought  she was g o ir x  to le -ve  the 
oarrp i n  c veryfehcr t  t i  &  .  But s h e ' s  s t i r ?  h e r e .

. . .. -T'. . . -
d the o ther

*aa * 'tp /-2-£x_
K / c i s o  to ld  me t h o r O p l e r  bed

o ay .  Opl-» ougnt v̂ >- the okc-yanr. rumor and wrn tec  to  know *'hr*t

K /£ rkw  about  i t .  K f ^ h r T ^  id t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know a n yth i n g  •

Another th in g  t h a t  K ^ c n n ' t  unders tand  is  th a t  Capts in  £;£n, on 

h i s  v i s i t  here on V.aroh ‘¿ i th ^hod  to ld  the evacuee committee t h a t  i & -  

had spoken x.o Tac .’ibo is- .  o rde red  hovj he o ^ u 1̂  have seen  Tachihana

on h i s  ?.oy he rc . ■

"The Hokoku hr.s s t o p 'e d  bu&fin# s ince  Sunday."

ICee t ings of bokokiTTyuf ifoyc ,o

I  tbough t  those -ee t i n g s  wore a m i rh ty  ?ood t h i n g . I  heard t h a t  
/ i f  they don t s top  bug l ing  and cont  intfiwe. tbe ir  s e m i - m i l i t a r y  e^ r o i ^ e s  

< thejM^crc go f ng to  bn 5e n t  to  sore csrr.p &rd fo rced  to  do hard ichor*  *

t'fvrr*-

/  ^fe^5***^ 3* y - r - ^ a ^ r r t h e a r d  t h a t  on Pridr.v  or S a iu rd o v .
I The n es t  morning tbsy  were b u g l i n g ,  bu t  $n Sundry ^  d i d n ' t  M - r  g
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R .  Hankey -  Notes -  Tu^e Inks

0t^ V*

 ̂ p lokea u p end sen t  to  sn Internment camp. 

I i ^ d e re  t ion end N a tu r a l i z a t i o n s  s e rv i ce  here r.t Tule

;/Vtg1 K/^s-tgste&d t h a t  the presence of t h i s  body here bed made ns*t to  

no Ingres  s ionon the colony and i s  caus ing  no ta lk »

I  heard o n ly  one pe rson  summoned to  a p p e a r .  I t  e f f ec t  f  the I g s e i
only  •"

d'V'V'
Spa n ish  Consul ja  pore so

Ki^laUErhed. "We lo s t  re s p e o t  f o r  the Spanish Consul lone spo , "

Mrs . Wakayama

" i f  Mrs.  Wakayama had r e a l l y  corse, the other Hokoku vs Ives m/eht 
/ hove, done her ̂ bod i ly  br^rm. S e v e r a l  people oere to me to  ask  me whether 
^  the rumor «as t rue  or n o t .

Hokoku* s Bel i e f ^  In B eu M t in c  of F a m i l i e s .

, ■ *** wI*ve not iced no chance in t h e i r  f e e l i n g  about r e un i t i n g  f a m i l i e s *  
They re fu se  to be l iev e  i t  ( w i l l  not take p l a c e ) .  They d i d n ' t  met 
e x c i t e d  (about  the s ta tement  that, the re  would be no re  - u n i t i n g )  as I  

\ had a n t i c  inn t e d .
\ i~ — ^

c " i t  r.sa mainly the women who co t  e*o i$ id  obout LiTss Wekayama.
They themsc Ives are m iss ing  t h e i r  husbr rsdsV*

V
Cut in  Rice in  Tule

They cut  down the r i c e  from 65 to £  6 pounds per hundred person, 
We are s ay  lbs  th a t  we1! !  bo c u t t i n g  two pools  a day p r e t t y  3oon.



Boose ve It* s Death
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Kc mode no e x pre ss io n  of condo lence .  Lika inarr/ p e o r 1« in  cansp, 
JlLl 'ULA~»*0  to -4 -a .

wlurrcHiî  strongly o nti-?ooseV 6 It* ta  

oe^^K!3kU» lie s a id  w i th  soir.e s a t i s f a c t i o n :

“?*><!« 4 a'fsrttt ior.

" i  heard  Hr. Trwran nr.de a statement in  the Senate th a t  be 
oonnot assunx) the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . "

The Hokoku .

"The people we re in f luenced s t ro n g ly  to  s i s n .  The youngs te rs  
j  no mind of t h e i r  own. Peocie  c o l l  the Hokoku Bpryoku-dm

t i>?r K*gAuii_tgaff ig£^-W^ C fjJ su ^ ^ P u tC) ' "" ”

Ioy«gLowho carno in  wjfch se^ rae a n ts

J The .>FA wanted to use then f o r  3p ies« T h a t rs the way v?s
\  see i t . ”

Be s u i t  of More p ick-dps

" I  t h i n k  the Fokjtjfr-dan w i l l  be busted u p .  put  the Hoshi-d®n w i l
� ooerce tbs y o u n g s te rs  to  bufrle .  They ' re  .just doi  
J the 4d ra in is t ro  t i o n .

i t

The ir  numfce r h a s n ' t  inc reased  � hut i t  has decreased  s ince  the 
l a s t  p i c k -u p .  Thet clicws ano ther  p ick-up w i l l  comple te ly  uproot  
them. 1 t h i n k  they Tou.ld be to ld  t h a t  they w i l l  not be re jo in e d  
w i th  t h o i r  f a m i l i e s .

��� �� �
Tney^rr.ust push re s e g r e g a t i o n  as mu oh as  they  canbeo^use 

t h e y ' r e  a s h f w d  in f r o n t  o f  the Japanese h e re .  They want to  make 
b e l i e v e  they can make the £dn i n i s t r a t i o n  do i t  and they  d o n ' t  want 
to  lose face  w i th  the Jap an ese .

TALK TflTK K DPA7CZI
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TAtK "J  TH 13?S. P2SCHTK

- Zl" *
M rs.  D-i in f  or rr�� d re tha t  ftoyes has been R es t ing  i f  tbs  oo lony

< i t h  the Jiok§}nj and has been a t tem p t ing  to work out some k in i  of

compromise w i th  t h e n .  As Mrs • D / u n d er s  tsnds  i t ,  the susses t io rv  i s

th a t  i f  o i l  those be long ing to  the Ifokoku who wish to  be in te rned

are i n te r  ned, the b ug l ing  vsi�� s t o p ,  »i» -<re- - g t r i t
hcd»c4r04^

nfc . to  * b& r e u

A$

TA TK H  TH IURIEAFA

A l l  has been ex t remely  s e r e n e ,  s t $ ^ X u r  i h s r a , The only  th in g  ' 

¿ th a t  promised the s l i g h t e s t  exc i tem ent  wrs Mro• 17*bayerna' a s ta tem ent  

t h a t  she was to  he re u h i t e d  soon w i th  her spouse in C r y s t a l  C i t y ,

Some of the In ternment  widows were so incensed thr, t they  orl bed on 

her end th ree  to red her w i th  b o d i l y  harm,

. "*he rumor went a l l  over the esmp. They said  h i s  wife bed 
everepacked # The rumor s t a r t e d  f ro i '  her# As $q i>y* o s she rece ived  o 
te l e  grew from her husband, *5he thought she was goi rx  to le -ve the 
oamp in  c verwfehort t ime.  But s h e ' s  s t i l l  here#

1.4 a l s o  to ld  me thot^Oplsr  hrd r .m e r̂*~c****-***r̂  the other 

day .  Op lor brought k̂ >- the Train; ye nc rumor and a rn te d  to  know whst 

K/'Kiisr# ODout i t #  Ki  hr.d sa id  t h a t  he dic!n t know any th ing#

Another th ing  th a t  f o r en r / t  understand is  th a t  C ap ta in  ^ferfcin, on 

h is  v i s i t  hero on March S^th^had to ld  the evacuee committee tfcat i&i- 

had spoken to Taebiboi/ i# * r $ >  nde red  how he c ~ u�  ̂ have seen Taohibana 

on h is  way h e re .

The Hokoku hr. s s to P 'ed  bub f ir .? s ince Sunday,”

Lee t ings of -Kokoku r*y)d I.oyc �

v

I  thou tty t  those ree t in g *  were a m irb ty  *ood th i ng ,  I  heard t h s t  
i f  they don* t s top  bug l ing and oont inifiew. tbe ir  semi-mi-» i t a r y  e x e r c i s e s  
th e $sL€rC £ro*’n? bG 50nt t:> �� re CSirP fo rced  to  do hard labor# *

henrd tho t  on Pridr.y or S a tu rd a y .
The nest  morning they were b u g l in g ,  but An Sundry di d v / t  bar? a

/ < w >
\  But the i-afeO-'̂  >5**s u s y /  t vi'< t t h e y ’��. s top  bue'Unr; !••
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TA IK ",J TH MFS. P'^SCHTiJ

t*ys • D-i infortre ri re tha t  !ioy6s has been meet ing i£  the co lony

* i t h  the Jjckf jhi  ond bag been »ttGvvpting to  work out some kind of

compromise n i t h  then* As Mrs • D^ufeergfcands i t ,  the su£-c-s g t io ^ i s  
. /  

t h a t  i f  M l  those be long ing  to  the ifokoku who wish to  be in terned

are in te  r ned, the bur: 11 t t  w i  11 s t  op• s d y i 1
_  ̂ Hed»c4^yg5

a ĵsV^bbrrt* isMx'tg fe*a^s-M»l>o ̂ »nb-to b«s reuiiffe l̂)

TA TK Vi TH KBB XEAFA

A l l  hns been ex tremely  s e r en e ,  sc^i^Kur ihsra  .  The only  th in g  

th a t  promised the s l i g h t e s t  exc i tem ent  b c s Mro . 17«tayema1 s s ta tem ent  

th a t  she was to  be re u h i t e d  soon w i t h  her spottse in  C r y s t a l  C i t y .

Some of the In ternment * ido*9 were so incensed th r  t they  0?1 te d on 

her and th rea ten ed  her w i th  b o d i l y  harm.

i "Ihe rumor ven t  a l l  over the esme. They sa id  h<s wife bed 
j  eve p a c k e d .  The rumor s t a r t e d  f r o ,  h e r .  As‘ to o *  *s she rece ived  o 
i te legram from her husband^ »She thought she was g oi rx  to Te-ve the 
* oarrp in  c v e r ^ h o r t  t i& r .  But s h e ' s  s t i l l  h e re .

v J . P'/V * . ^  '2-£*_ 4W
K / c l s o  to ld  me thot^Opler  hrd c o m e - r«r ft «v-Tonil the other 

day .  OP lor brought *f>. the ^aSrcycc» rumor and wrntec to  know what 

K / t ik r#  about i t .  K /^Sd  se id t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know an y t h i n g .

Another th ing  tha t  K ^ e n n ' t  understand is  th a t  C ap tain  & r U n ,  on 

h is  v i s i t  hers on March 24'ch^had to ld  the evacuee committee fcfc3t*^U- 

had spoken id  Tachibniif».- nclerfd ho:*? he hove seen Taohihara

on h is  way h e re .

w /■ *.
The Hokoku^hns stopped b u f f i n g  s ince Sunday."

Me e t ing s of • Koko l i i T pd' hoyc o.......' ..... - • - —

’ , ,  i J  t llt>uvb t  Vrase -estliv?«. n n  a s l » h t y  eosd t h i n g . X hoard t s m  
IS they don t s top  Uielir.f; and oont  i m f W  tba i r  eosl -m S- tnary  exoFo lses 
t b e y « c r c  s-o-ng to bo sc-r.t to  sore cssp  ard  fo rced  to  do hard is hoy.V

j heard th a t  on F r id ay  or S a tu rd a y ,
j The nes t  morning they were b u g l in g ,  but An Sandy  we d i d n ' t  ;'3 «*r *e
L j L U * W .

f L
X But the hoko^J Z & S  Z*y{ t h a t  t h e y '55. s top b u g l i n r  i f

*



i ask the 7»FA they say the purblem is  the Army’ s* When we go to the Army 
f they say i t*  a ?»RA• A l o t  of people ere j u s t  wondering*

Hokoku end Ar ty  Humor

1 don t  t h i n k  the exchange apreeeme nt w ith the Pnkoku worked out* Because 
j of  the f a m i l i e s  here have t h e i r  men in tern e d  and now they  w i l l  m a in ta in  

ihe s ta t u s  *3Uoo (E v id en t ly  s ta tU s -9o  has nosfe come to mean the c o n t i n �
u a t io n  of  b u g l in g. )

I  t h i n k  i f  the re  is  ano ther  p ick -uc  made the fu tu re  w i l l  be p r e t t y  
/ bad* I  t h i r k  more people w i l l  j o i n  thos® bunches ( Hokoku) * The people 
\ w i l l  be l ieve  they w i l l  be f orced  out if  th e y  don’ t * -

(Th is  is  e remark which T hecr co ns tan t l y * )  I  hear l o ts  of people 
in  the o ther  c en t er s  wants to  come up here*

•Here Mrs# Oda s a i d ,  nTbe l e t t e r s  I  get  from Gila say t h a t  80$ o f  
the people a re  going to  gsmberu

I ’ ve no t iced  no worry ing in  t h i s  b lock  about Mr. y ye r ’ s speeoh#
I The Block ?£«nager t o l d  ne about i t  while we wsre in the l a t r i n s .  We j u s t
? laughed i t  o f f  w i th o u t  coming; t o  any d e f i n i t e  conc lus ion*
V».

"We don’ t  re y  any a t t e n t i o n  to !.!r* Iyer  . A l l  we sa id  was "Ana b s k n t  
That means, ”That\di*mnQd f o o l . "  I  donk t t h in k  there  ie any worry ing about  

v i t  or ta l k in g  about i t *

I f  th ey  r e a l l y  wonted to get the f« nos - s i t  te r s out they  ought to 
say tha t  ell those who want to go out must go out by a o e r t s i n  do te*

\  Then n i l  the £enoe - s i t  te r  s w i l l  move f a s t #

Hokoku

A
I  heard a large group in tended to qui4 the Hokoku*

The Fe nos

Taking the* fence down would he lp  the peoole a g re a t  d e a l  p s y c h o lo g i c a l l y .  
; I t  r e a l l y  might h e lp  sor.o to r e l o c a te *

TALK WITH KOH IHAnA

Heloen t i o n



hsyj" Mayhe Is111 tee last to get off the hsat. My tame begins with "W"

anyway.

OBSERVATION

Metises! while walking through the xxx e®le&y tohay that a seagull orerheah hah 

a reh j£ oirole oaiateh »a the uiherneath sihe ©f each of i t* xi|iix wings.

Haw I know stiudcxih why the «hilhre» sata'a the*.

refuse* t* asoept the zxzjqytacfcità resignations. A* far as I knaw, Kira is 

still blask Manager*

X m S M X X J J Q5JXI3ÜÖOCX

/~I askeh Mr. Penn about the ourrent ru**r that the Deaartoent *f Justice

1* National Director *f WRA

OCTOBER 15, I �I�I�.

A* I was walking ho»e late is the evening amaimteeKoai k a weaker *f 

the Internal Sesurity stoaoeh his sar at* shauteh a t we that there hah heei 

aatther heating in the setter*

OCTOBER IX x i %  16, 19UU

OCTOBER IS  13, 19hh

TALK WITH MR. PENN

waul* stsa take oaer the ahoinistratian of Tule Lake*7

I had a long c o n fid en tia l ta lk  w ith  Myer and he 
know about the Department o f  Ju stice  tak ing over. I 
on th is . I  d o n 't  th ink  Myer in tended  him to  do th a t 
strong among the A dm in istra tive s t a f f  th a t I  thought 
reckon i t ' s  about a 50-50 chance.

I  d o n 't  th ink  Myer in tended  him to  do th a t.

and he to ld  me th a t he re a lly  d o esn 't 
� er. I  th ink  Mr. B est jumped the gun 
b th a t. The rumor around here was so

-i __ •  -f 1 . Tl IT - V - _______ 7"I 'd  ask Myer where I  stood. I

TALK WITH MR. KATO
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/in nit!- November of 19iUi, with the imminence ©f the renunc iation ©f 

citizenship ami the Hake- H  over« by the Department ©f Justice, the Reseg- 

jpoqpi regation gr©up leader» decided t© institute a membership purge. They 

pasted statements i n  the latrines and laundry reams which, in effect, sai d 

the following: True Japanese life was austere and f ull ©f sacrifice; people who 

could not d© without American luxuries such as rich f ood, liquor ©r cosmetics, 

and people who were addicted t© degerate vices xx such as gambling and sake 

drinking had a© place in postwar Japan ©r in the mem bership rolls ©f the Re- 

segregati» n Group. laving defined the «true Japane se« and the «not Japanese« 

in this manner, the leaders send curt notices ©f exp ulsion t© some ©f their 

more moderate charter members and t© a number of th e friends ©f Abe,

Kunitani, and Tada. /

1, «Doing Fieldwork,« p, 163

/fThe re now emerged the potential ©f a confrontati on between the Resegrega�

tionists and the friends of Abe, Kunitani, and Tada , mb^bu were freqently 

referred t© as «the gamblers.«

On the night ©£ November 20, when 56 relatives of Is sei members of 

the Daihyo Sha Kai, who had been interned, left Tul e Lake for Crystal 

City. The Resegregation Group, the Abe-Kuritani gro up, and the Ward VI 

language sehool all participated in an elabor^farewell ceremon y. When the 

farewells were over, Tetsu© Kodama, a noted qpubc ju d© champion and

a close friend of Abe and Kunitani, approached Mr. Yamada (wprp 

also a judo champiop and leader of the lokoku)^ and  accused Yamasa of 

having called him an inu, This was a challenge to fi ght, which Yamada 

ignored, but the news spread rapidly through the ca mp and infeERxxjc 

ijocike many residents were intrigued by the propect  of a feud between 

«the gambling group« and the «super-patriots . x£~f ̂

2. r*Doing Fieldwork,« pp, l63-i|. «The Spoilage, «  Y 330-331.

�
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Tule Lake Fieldnotes

Ros-al-ie Hankey Wax

DECEMBER 9, 1944

TALK WITH KURIHARA
� Tke—ftrl-fowiag, -ia.̂.ver.ba-t-iat)-̂

Since you left I have been looking forward to an incident a lmost any day or  
any hour. When you came on the 20th (of November) I was already look ing forward to  
an incident any day.

When the families left for Crystal City they were on the very verge of  causing  
a riot. It was between two factions, the [Resegregationists] seinen-dan and the  

group.

V .¿if*?**'
Mr. feiiHcrra (of the Tseda faction) is the one who approached Mrŷ gfifaida that  

vjî  night. They say that Mr . KiiftHF̂a threatened Mr. Uahard a that night and approached  
him fo � ��  showdown. There were several on each side and they surrounded M r.

Jlcfaiida. Mr. iJEfeida (who is the dansho or leader of  the Sokoku Kenkyu seinen-dan)  
had quite a number of^einen-dan members with him. They say he had about 500 of  
his members around him. They in turn surrounded the Kaswn^a bunch. If they had  
come to grips there would certainly have been a killing. Irf

'AM kd J-**
As the story is told, came out of messhall � . Faiaw-ra stepped forward

and accused \U«4rfjQa of branding him as an inu. So the argu ment started.

As I see it right now, the JŜariee.  bunch is rather trying to start an incident  
against thê jeinen-dan. The-̂ einen-dan is rather trying to avoid  the incident.

The size of the $eu4a group is not known. But they have quit e a number of  
gamblers in it. ✓ TeirtKl, as you know, is running the gambling houses .

On the other hand, I feel that Tauda1s bunch has a certain amou nt of backing  
from the Administration. They are so arrogant because they have the backing of  the  
Administration. If anything should happen, they know mighty well that the leaders  
of the Seinen-dan will be picked up and segregated. Walyagauna a nd '£aCh%bian-a know  
that. So, as you say, Taqhgktma has been holding them down], trying t o avoid any  
violence or any incident.J The Administration is doing this/because they  want to  
get the leaders of thef<Seinen-dan out of camp. ftlf̂ t̂

regret to see that they have the backing of the Administration.

"A

Now I do
Administration itself is playing with fire.

The

Personally, I'd like to see them come to grips. Then the Admin istration could  
get rid of Tewhibcaga and then the people would get rid of  the gambling group.

The people have reached the point where they are now very caref ul of what they  
do and say and they will look for justice. Since you le ft, this is the only thing  
causing some sort of unrest in camp.

In regard to the rumors about people going to be thrash ed, everything died  
down completely.

They (Taehi-bana and Wakayama) are terribly worried. A man (on e of the  
advisors of the Sokuji Kikoku or Resegregation group) came to see  me on Friday,  
November 17. On Saturday, November 18, Wakayama resigned from both organizat ions.
I heard just recently that Taejaarfcrama also! resigned and the y've got new leaders now.

T A- Li»*

The Seinen-dan has changed its name. I told them that it wasn't the n ame that  
was important; it's the leader that's important. I to ld them that if they get the  
right kind of leader, the Seinen-dan will again start to grow.

«
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Tule Lake Fieldnotes

A man like lefeigami who is sincere and unselfish and a few o thers,  
who would devote their time solely to the development of the young  
men, if they got men like that they would succeed and fl ourish. With  
Wakaysama and TaGbarbana, and Akaehi, they are just going to drown the  
whole thing, Jd

I hate to see the “̂einen-dan broken up. But I also hate to see the  
radical leaders taking hold of it. I'd like to see them co me to grips  
because then we'd get rid of those guys.

The gambling group will have the upper hand because they have the  
backing of the Administration.

I've also heard the rumor that the agitators were going to be picked  
up. They were scared stiff. But how true it was, we don' t know.

I got a warning that they were trailing me and watching me closely  
every night.

Kurihara knew about the establishment of block 99 for the Hawaiians and ad ded that he  
had spoken briefly to Mr. Troiirmiria, the leader of the gorup.

Renunciation of Citizenship

I can't say as to the general opinion of the public. But thos e who  
are really sincere and wish to renounce are very pleased. I haven't  
been interviewed yet.

On Rumors About Mr. Matsuda

My guess is that Mr. Matsuda became active because the other boy s 
resigned. If he is active, I'm glad to see that he has  been reinstated.  
Matsuda is not so radical.

On Togo Tanaka

While discussing our conference at Salt Lake I mentioned Togo's name just for f un.  
Kurihara said that Togo had probably said harsh things about h im. I said, "No." Kurihara  
said:

I respect Togo. According to his standpoint I can see what he was  
doing. I condemned him because he deliberately stated and said, 'What  
can he do?' (Togo was referring to Kurihara.) So I concluded I'd show  
him what I could do.

On the Coordinating Committee

I believe they were distrusted from the start. Before they even  
were organized, people said it wasn't necessary. The people di dn't have  
any confidence in them.
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LETTER FROM MR. XQKtfN&GA

TULE-LAKE-'EI&LDNO'iES ROSALIE HANKEY

$ £ ,

J N v t ^ & f R  l,

Received the following letter yesterday from my beaten up  friend, Mr. Tokunaga

dated October 28, 1944

I  thank you very kindly for your tetter expressing your sy mpathy to me, I  am  
alright, and feel as if nothing happened to me now,

Hie very first word I  uttered right after the attack  was "Baka!  " (Baka is a  
very strong term meaning fool.) I  rather feel sorry for those who attacked me be�
cause they do not know what they were doing.

Be rest assured that your calling me was not the ca use of the attack, and I  
welcome your coming at any time. However, it might be best for both of us to keep  
quiet for a while.

Thank you again for the letter,

(I shall answer this/letter and see what happens.

Sincerely yours,

--** -JIP I don't want to hold off too  
long in seeing Mr. Tokunaga, providing, of course, that it is safe for hi m. If Mr.  
Yeeh*ytsna starts some violent trouble after Meiji Setsu, as he has threatened, I may  
have to curtail my visits.)

CURIOUS TAÎ K WITH OpLER

S
Qpler asked me a number of questions which I did not think  it safe or proper to  

answer. yhen USA-a-sked me if I had checked on the -Sokok u ’Kenkyu name change* “and VI  
�»aid that,; T-ahad not heard that it had been changed. ̂ ir̂ nders-tand  d-
he-T" **? *' ve^sent-^boys right-*- up to... the throne to askX rt  Opler also told me that he had  
been reading the FBI report on the Hifeemi case. It was, he said, full of lurid de-

hJ

i l .  In our long conversation of October 30, Mr. Tachibana told me th at the adult
Resegregation Group (Saikakuri Seigan) was formally going to change  its name to  
Sokuji Kikoku Hooshi dan (Organization for Immediate Return to the Homeland to  
Serve). He did not tell me that the name of the young men's orga nization, the  
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen dan, which has been organized in August, was als o to be  
changed. I am not sure-why I did not follow Dr. Opler's le ad and ask my Resegre—  
gationist respondents about this matter, for I spoke with Mr. Matsuda on  November  
7 and with Mr. Yoshiyama on November 10 and 20. However, on Decem ber 9, the day  
after I returned from the conference in Salt Lake City, I  asked Mr. Matsuda about  
the change. He told me that the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen dan, had re cently changed  
its name to Hookoku Seinen dan. Hookoku, he explained, means: serve the mother  
country. He also told me that he had first used the term Hookoku in  his newspaper  
and that an organization in Japan was called Hookoku. Mrs. Mats uda added: "the.  
boy& now ilguAe,d that they had paA&zd through the,  � tage, o& Ke.nkyu  (learning) and  
WZ/ie. meady to take, up Hookoku  (service).” (Thomas and Nishimoto state that both  
organizations formally changed their names on or about November 10 (pp. 3 22-3),  
but I do not know the source of their information.)

It is interesting that those of my respondents who were not active me mbers of the  
Resegregation Groups continued to use the term Sokoku until late Ja nuary of 1945.]
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i a0T"  #
taxis about the blood brother ga ngj^in the Manzanar district. It also tells how 1 6 ^ j  

"Mr. Best’s pet inu", ran Cflourishing gambling joints in the colony. More-  
over, the statement is made that Y<Wfc3fm was to have been kill ed on the same night  

tMjiaAfiipi was murdered. I asked Q§ler whether, in his opinion, evidence  indicated that  
the murder had been a political or personal. He said there was too much evi dence on  

sides, but that the FBI had certainly gotten a lot of information. ,rWfiat  
Internal Security has here doesnft amount to a thin g. "

\ TALK WITH MR. NOSS-S, NEW PROJECT ATTORNEY  

T* ^P’TT'rlM̂  *
5 . - Nêsfts told me that the report referred to by 0#le r was not prepared by the FBI

J  _  but by the Department of State. He also told me that he ha d given (&>ler the report to  
^  . read —  and he might also have given it to me except that it has no w been returned  

� ^J^Alturasj[perhaps there is a copy in Sacramento).

fj  ̂  7 * - - also told me about a knifing which took place Mond ay night (October 30)  
in the Manzanar section. It seems that three young men were on the way  to Japanese^^^-  
school at about 6:45 in the evening. They passed two Issei (one was Mr. S b i m a ^ T  and  
noticed that the men were urinating. According to the boys, one of t he Issei yelled

at them* 0ne of the b°ys turned and made for them. His fr iends tried to  
hold hxm back. The Issei’s friend tried to restrain the man wh o had yelled the in-  
s t. Words were exchanged. Suddenly the Issei drew a knife, slashed the young  man  

v/V across the face, severing the temporal artery. He returne d the knife to his pocket

flSl  t5?t n°ne of the boys saw the knife. Even the wounded boy said that  at
J  first he thought he had been scratched. The Japanese Internal Security does no t seem

Pi^ss the case. It is rumored that the Issei who knifed the you ng man is a
V  friend of Mr. ^&ctcibana.  The attack took place in block 78. There is no evidence

whatever that it is tied up in any political matter. The defenda nt was turned over
or trial to the County Authorities and is being held on $1,000 ba il. The Project

Attorney anticipates pressure from.the block in the form of s ome petition extolling

“ V " ? /  character which � 	�� be forwarded to WRA. But the WRA no longer has any
tr iedbvythe matter. Mr. � � � � �  said that the WRA does not like to have the matter  
tried by the state.

TALK WITH JIM TAKEUCHI* S WIFE, SISTER, AND SISTER-IN-L AW

to Mrs-iTakeuchi was depressed. She is leaving camp on the 8th of Novemb er to go  

. 7°”!*;' Whef  she «ill remain until she is allowed to relocate. T akeuchi himself

hot ^  “euaPpiled t0 the Sioux Ordinance Depot of Sidney, Nebraska, for  a job
however 16 6 because ail of hia £® i l y  are in rule Lake. He  plans to appeal,

»im , A ! tarted,°U! thS conversation by inquiring how their blo ck (36) was feeling  
about the people from Manzanar. 1 was told that they still didn't like them. 9

People around here seem, to dislike the Manzanar pe ople. Then even son that the  
Co-op Board was being run by Manzanar . by a man named sZura. V

(Nomura, the manager, resigned several weeks ago because of pressure.)

People seem to think Nishikawa is O.K.

They say that the knifing still has some connection  to the baseball fight,  

or J ™ 7 Z r ™ t L V7 l ? , r X  Ploying They whether a fly 

he p r ^ i ^ t l f Z l ^ t ° e L m  ^  A lot °f  V ^ p l e  know Urn. They  say

/l. A Relocation Center in Arkansas./
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NOVEMBER 6, 19hk
TALK WITH KURIHARA

Called  on Mr. Kurihara today for our weekly chat. He was still hale and hearty.
 ̂reported on the number of people at the Sokuji Meiji Setsu ceremony. He agreed  

with me that this was a pretty good criterion of the actual strengt h of both organiza�
tions, saying that they had forbidden non—members to attend the cerem ony. He added  
that they were claiming a strength of 12,000. Every mess hall, he told me, had their  
own ceremony. On the Meiji Ceremony he said:

Whoever doeŝ  not take part in it is looked upon as n ot loyal. He is really not  
a Japanese. It is a good thing that WRA permitted i t .

(Kurihara meant this appreciatively and not threaten ingly.)

He also said that he had been wrong about the prediction that he ma de last week  
when he predicted trouble before the 10th. ' His informants had pred icted that two or  
three people would have their heads beaten in.

But in consideration of the Emperor's birthday 3 they didn't do it. Stilly the  
threat may be carried out sooner or later.

He agreed that the pressure group may devote its efforts to gettin g Best out,  
but on the other hand they may confine themselves to beating up  their fellow Japanese.

They are not leading the residents on the right path or the right way.

I contrasted the present pressure group with the Daihyo Sha K ai; Kurihara agreed  
that to him there was a considerable difference in methods:

5his one  (group) calculate things very carefully before they start i t. I  wouldn't  
say that i f  I  didn't know the facts. I f  you were Japanese 3 you would notice it right  
away. They are always sayingy "When we get there. " Whom do they mean? They think  
iheŷ  are going to be rewarded. ̂ I f  they think they ' re going to fool the Japanese  
officials in Japan^ they 're going to make a mistake.

(Though not Japanese, I have noted this obsession with future status in  Japan on  
several occasions. I've even got it in verbatim statements.)

They have carried things too far. Knocking tn the heads o f people who are not  
for them.

Just because I  don't coin their organization3 they say I'm not loyal. How could  
they measure my loyalty that way?

Discussion of Inu Beatings:

/Iwas-at thiS time very anxious over the possibility that m ore opponents of the  
Resegregation Group would be called inu and would be assaulted. I was particularly  
worried about Mrs- Kurihara, because he had been so open in his criticism. I  theremote  
qpenpfl O nr  romrersaf ion with a very oblique question. Since I knew that Mr. Kurihara  
had arrived at Tule Lake in December of 1943 and that he had w itnessed the depressing  
and desperate strike situation at, th^t time I asked him to compare how people h ad  
felt about inu in December with how they had felt in June. I did not,  of course, remind  
him that in June he himself had said: "The people are enjoying th e beatings."/

) * ”
Of course , (in toe)  quite a number of people were suspected as inu. The n the  

camp was still undergoing transition. The people we re not fully settled. Manzanar  
came in in March. At that'time the Co-op was also imde r criticism. The Coordinatinq  
Comrmttee were considered inu too. This developed for severa l months and was bound
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to come to a point where feelings would reach a cli max.
Beatings like that were rare in camp before May. I  believe a bunch of boys  

ganging up on somebody is due to agitators who arri ved here with the Manzanar group.

(I then asked Kurihara about the report that there were now many org anized gangs  
in the Manzanar section.) *

there are not many gangs in Manzanar. Probably the original bunch who came in  
in October and moved to block 75 were considered ro ugh. I To me they are nothing but  
a bunch of bullies. They can say things but they ca nnot carry them out.

But this other bundh which this person  (Wakayama) has organized as his gang^ to  
carry out his orders - they have done some of the b eatings. To my personal knowledge  
there are only two bunches of roughnecks in Manzana r.

The common people of Manzanar don't want anything t o happen. Many have expressed  
the desire to remain as peacefully as they can in c amp until the day of deportation.  
They never forgot the painful incident of Manzanar.  They came here with the true in�
tent to remain as peaceful as they can.
K ' ̂  Wakayama said in Manzanar that he had nothing to do  with the riot  —  as much as  
he agitated! Such deliberate lies he told3 just to get out of it.

Knifing in Block 78:

A-0~
In respect to that I  wonder what Mr. W&kxqjwm is fe eling today. He definitely  

told the people in the mess hall that he'd assume a ny responsibility. "The little  
.¿ bugs must die so that the big bugs may live."

• That's a very agitating statement to make in Japane se.  (Evidently -this remark
N may be interpreted “"in many ways

Be just told the people to go ahead and do anything  they want. "I'll stand  
j  responsible9" he said. This man did it and he's in  jail now.  K ( a<<n-

When he was arrested by the colonial police , I  was told that Wdkayema and  
^^aedssdawia and another person went and asked for his release stating that he was a  

very nice person. But instead the police imprisoned  him.
Wakayama'was not able to effect his release. I wond er how he feels today. Prob�

ably the people feel that what he tells you and wha t he could do are two different  
things.

Having the Project Attorney's account of the preliminar y hearing in mind, I said,  
"Are you telling me that this knifing was of politi cal significance?"

I  certainly am , said-Kurihara.

\Tf idle man {Lived in block 75 or 82  (JEachibana's and Wakayaasa's blocks respectively)  
thenTaahibana or Wakayama could go - but they don't  live in the same block. There is  
a definite connection.

The Japanese Internal Security is afraid it will be  beaten up. If there were  
no organization3 they might have spoken their mind.  The man  (the attacker) is a  
fanatical supporter of the Sokuji Kikoku. Now if he 's releasedTachibana and Wdkayama  
will feel so proud that doubtless they will do some thing really serious

(Must remember to ask the Project Attorney about the role Tachibana 7and Wakayama  
played at the hearing.)

e f ac co unt 'd^Mr.  
of my freldnotes for (Febrjoafy

fra's ovm r oie in th§Hffianz an a r Irib t , see age —2 5
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visits which have hot bee n ov erfrequent. ~ He remarked again, that he lived in a very  
tough block.

held with him  —  what the probabilities were if he pleaded innocent or guilty.

My policy was to keep out of being in the middle . Therefore 3 in holding the

own consideration.
The fact that the District Attorney stated that he was not going to press for a  

penitentiary sentence -

(Here I asked what had caused the District Attorney to come to this decisi on.)

1 - the nature of the evidence9 2 - the age of the d e f e n d a n t 3  - the fact that  
his past record was clear.

MrT^Tachibtmaj with two other friends of the defendant3 went  along to the trial  
at Alturas. He was very gracious and polite. He address ed the District Attorney as  
your honor: In the discussion which was held in the Distri ct Attorney's office in the  
presence of the pr i sonerhe  asked the District Attorney what he would a dvise they  
should do. The District Attorney said 3 "If the man3 after consulting his own con�
science honestly believes he did not commit the assault with the k n i f e h e  should  
plead not guilty. If3 after consulting his own consc iencehe felt he did commit the  
c r i m e h e  may as well plead guilty and take some medici ne. n He3 the District Attorney^  
said he would then make a recommendation to the cou rt and would personally plead for  
mercy - for a county  j ail sentence.

a personal friend of the defendanty that he was not  one of the delegates - that he was  
just an intermediary.

It was also explained to the defendant and his f r iends tha t  t he District Attorney's  
recommendations were in no way binding bn the court - that they  were advisory^ but  
that they were usually given considerable weight.

(I then asked if Tadhibana had contacted the Project Attorney at all, previous  
to this trial.) He said he had, that he came in after t he man was taken to prison,  
with the two delegates. He was sentenced to 90 days in the county ja il. The man's  
name is Kiyo Shimida.)

TALK WITH PROJECT ATTORNEY ON KNIFING TRIAL

(Since Kurihara had considered this attack so significant, I asked^the Project  
Attorney to tell me what occurred at the trial.)

A

On the 5th I got word that the District Attorney was going to  give him  (the
defendant) a chance. He said his friends could meet with the prison er and also meet  
with the District Attorney and have a discussion so that the man would feet he was
given a fair trial and that his Civil Rights had been protected. My only position
on the whole deal had been one of a neutral observer to  see that the man was told he  
could employ council and that a fair discussion of the proba bilities of the case was

meeting at the District Attorney's office before the trial I  insisted on these points:  
that any decision to be made on the plea had to be the pr isoner's own plea after his

/v d^hibjana explained this to the defendant. The defend ant stated that he realized  
thatvwhat he did was wrong and that he would plead guilty. After the conference I  
askea TaekirbarbL whether he felt that the conference wa s handled in a fair manner  
and whether the defendant was happy that he had his friend s there. He said it was  
handled fairly.  V .

When TachibeeTa and his friends came ins the District Attorney got up and shook  
hands with them and welcomed them in a very friendl y manner.

During the entire proceedingsy Tachibcma tried to mak e it sound as if he weren't

/• � At /Ua ,\J I M



November 7, 1944 - p. 3 -13

The complaining witness at the conclusion of his testimony on the stand  - and  
alt during his testimony at the trial3 he did not testify as strongly as he had  
before. Ee said3 "I will appreciate your giving thi s man as tight a sentence as  
possible. The Internal Security officer  (Japa nese) concurred too.

Tachibana and the defendant made a pledge in open court th at what the defendant  
did was bad3 that he would not drink anymore and that he wo uld not do this act again.

The Project Attor ney also told me t hat i n t he drive to Alturas, Mr. Ross and Mr.  
Tachibana got along very well t o g e t h e r T h e  three Japanese delegates had also said  
that they would raise two or three hundred dollars for the man's defense. The Project  
Attorney said he was disappointed in Mr. pPaehibaha. "Why?"  I asked.

M  -dbvM. QA-lfd-*

I've heard that now he and the others are going aro und beating their chests and  
saying3 "I did it alt. "

(The Project Attorney had hoped that Mr. Tachibana and the delegates would show  
some gratitude for the fairness and mercy shown the defendant.  The fact that the  
Resegregationists were willing and able to raise that much money is interesting .)

TALK WITH THE MATSUDAS

Mrs. Matsuda told me that there is a big rumor in camp that Mr. Robertson was se nt  
away a while Black and Best saw to it that "the books were alt fixed up"  before the  
Justice Department took over. (Robertson is due back here tomorrow.) I  expressed my  
appreciation for being allowed to.attend the Meiji Setsu. Mr. Matsuda said apologeti�
cally that he didn't understand/why some of their members had-not chosen to stand in  
the firebreak but had remained on the outskirts next to the barracks. (It is with  
these folks that I stood.) Perhaps they were afraid, said he. I asked what the  
writing on the wings and the image at the extreme rear of the stage were . I was told  
that both were the Kimigayo (the Japanese national anthem). Evidently 2? was so far  
away^that the writing to which everyone bowed had appeared like a pictfure to me.

NOVEMBER jf 9, 1 9hh

V • y\

/Is I recall that Mr. Tachibana told me that he thought that Mr. Ross was a spy. /
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TALK WITH MR. TOKBMAGA

(»i

f

&

Received an invitation from Mr. Tokunaga today to call on him.  
as chipper as ever with his four stitch scar beautifully healed up.

I found him looking

Story of Beating:

I  never thought I had any enemies in camp,  
of mistaken identity.

For a few days I thought it was a case

I was coming home from a religious meeting at block  5 2 - 1  heard noisy footsteps.  
One of my friends was at my side and the other was 15 feet ahead. The first man who  
was attacked yelled. I turned around and saw that b ig stick. I can still see the  
club like a frozen picture but I don’t know anythin g after that.

When I got up I didn’t even know I was hit. I felt something ¿tripping. I noticed  
the blood. I thought I  was clubbed.

From the start until today I never felt any pain. I  walked right home and the  
blood stopped bleeding on the way. I went to the sh ower room and washed myself. I  
saw "that the cut was spread open. The ambulance ca me and we went to the hospital.
They put in four stitches. The most pain I felt was  when they put in the four stitches.

After that, for a few days, everybody asked me why and how. I said I think i t ’s  
mistaken identity. Then one man who hasn’t signed f or resegregation and very antagon�
istic to the segregation group, he spied all over c amp why I was hit.  ‘He told me the  
reason I was attacked. I and one other, Mr. Aritaka , both of us, didn’t sign. The  
resegregation headquarters said that on account of us the people didn’t sign.

I didn’t speak against it. Whenever they asked me I  just said that I  didn’t  
sign it for this reason or that. There are six fami lies in my barrack and only one  
family signed.

Another thing he spied out for me, about a month be fore that date I made a lecture  
at a religious meeting. I said that this camp is no  place for young men to make any  
trouble. They should study. I talked about 45 minut es. What I  said there was reported  
to  (Resegregationist) headquarters.

One week after I was attacked the resegregants of W ard VIII had a meeting and  
(Tetembana and Wakg&jzfrteb made speeches. And spok e first and very aggressively.
He said, "For the greater cause it can’t be helped to sacrifice the smalt cause.1  
Young men, go ahead and do it. I ’ll take care of yo u.”

Tken  >Tctehihana stood up next and said, ”Our group is n ot for violence. Our idea  
ts not to do any harm to the non-segregants. This g roup  (the boys Wakayama referred  
to) is not a member of our group.” He said, ”I ’m very s orry that the(resegregants  
are taking to violent actions.”

Ic^nAg-
Mr. ToJfrunâra then told me :

Among the resegregants there is one group already a gainst violence, a modest  
group and then W&kaypsonsc’s violent side.

Knifing in Block 78:

• ,  , . It .y u l
This boy’s father signed the petition but he ’s very  much against Wvfe&yuma.  

why we think he was knifed.
That

Sentiment toward War:

(In the letter I had written him I had asked Mr. if he would care to
tell me how the people in camp felt about the war. In answer to t his question, he said:)

/l. See fieldnotes, October 30./
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Every Issei Japanese aVl blindly believe that Japan will win. So it's out of the  
question how they feel. Of course the Issei Japanese in o ther camps might hare  
doubts about the outcome of the war. But the Issei in t his camp all believe final  
victory is theirs.

So, what you call fence sitters, the Nisei all don't kn ow why the Japanese war  
started and how the war future would be. So they might chan ge their mind as the  
situation changes. But the Issei, I  don't think.

Some Issei still have property outside. So they want to dispose of that after the  
war is over and then go back to Japan. That's why they sa y they don't want to go back  
on the first exchange boat.

Those Issei who leave camp for the outside are disg usted at the conditions in  
camp (Tule Lake).

Even among the segregants there are many who want to live in peace .

Retu rn to Trouble;

When we came from Manzanar last February everybody sai d we don't want trouble.
But when Wsthayama started making trouble, the whol e ward VIII got stirred up.

Kurihara says, "Give him plenty of ropet and he'll hang himself up. "

Speaking o f Mr. g-aelribana, Mr. Tokurraga said: "He's like WtH^ugwua too, but he's  
not so extreme. "

""T heard a rumor that the Japanese government said that some  Issei in this, camp is  
Igood for nothing. In the first place, when vthe Ja panese government heard of the trovible  

j the WRA Administration was torturing them.1  1 Hit n/jTn rVif«?

Of course, my feeling, when we were chased into this c amp, the Federal government  
didn't mean vo harm us. But the URA officials thought that soon! the Japs would be  
beaten, so we\can treat them as we wish. /  \  _  /

And they treated us that way. In Manzanar, Mr. N&tfo was s b bad that one day he  
was nearly beaten. We thought3 "This ¿isn't the policy of the federal government  
toward us."  \

When we came\to this camp froyfi Manzanar, \the food was  so terrible for two months.  
(The food at this\iime accordingvxo many old Residents had greatly improved. ) We found  

out that was a triak . They didn't want to send people here. I The food in M anzanar was  
so good while our fbod here was so poor.

Now when they want the camp residents in Manzanar to Ikave for the outside, they  
give them the poorest food/ They say, "If you want better!food, you go outside."

\�� ��, �� \ /  \ /
mWar Situation: \ /  l /

Do you think that the American public beli&Ves the! news they are given about the  
fighting in the PhilfLppvnes and on Formosa. We near t ile opposite things from Japan.

The Japanese sjcrategu was actually the same ys I ¡guessed.  In Jime the Japanese  
palt Lake City newspaper said, "What's the matter\w iwi the Japanese navy?" Then I  
probe four pages/on the si)bject of the Japanese Pacyfic  strategy as I see it. I  said  
fihat  i the big navjal battle will be around Formosa amp the Philippines.

What I woulld like to know is that if the American Nav y won the battle as they  
claim, why are! they sending 'more American forces/to Le yte island?

Another thing, the recall of Stillwell and/the Resignat ion of the ambassador.
¡The papers say it is only  n  . My guess is ¡that Stillwell and the American govern -  
ynent adviseq Chiang Kai Shek tp wait until the!Nav y bqttle. If they win, America will  
*rJ—  --- •s— t--------— ----  \ f
/1. Mr. Tofetawfga may be referring to the rumors of midtreatment of  segregees confined in

V_
the stockade^/

/2. Many segregants tended to blame seemingly unjust cr cruel policies or decisions on  
the local administrators rather than on the federal government. Indee d, I shared  

V this view for most of the period that I liyed in the camps. See "Do ing Fieldwork,"

p . '1 1 6 .7  '
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K
TALK WITH ¥e 6Hf¥SMA

I0VSMBER KSE 10, 19UU

rw O >
Went to Yoshiryama's today, with a copy of the first meeting jbf the Daihyo Sha K*i  

to see if I could get him to explain the confusing sectionsyr~~Before we got to work  
he told me that he wasn't going to be able to show mersome real^trouble as he had  
hoped. He told me that he had gone to see Mr. Taohi.bdna and put'-before him a plan to  
circulate a petition throughout the camp asking for the removalrbf Mr. Best. Simul�
taneously, in one night twelve inu were to be beaten up. Mr. Taohijoema. , it seems,  
had not approved of this plan and prefers to wait and see if the Department of Justice  
W1 H  take over the camp. According to Yraehayama, Mr. Tacfe#fe erffa had said that Best  
would send him (Tacfoibana) to Santa Fe(immediately if ̂ such violence broke o ut.

Vf Ynshiiymrra was disgusted; at JEaehjrbaftQ1 s (cau tion. He saidlhe doesn't care where they  
send him. He said heiwasjgoing over to see Mr. J#akayerma<j tomo rrow morning.

f  'ftflitiyam©.. also said that he had gone to see Mr. Best about his renunciation of  
citizenship.'\iHe's sending for a form. If he renounces his citizenship, he feels  
sure that Best¡will ship him immediately to Santa Fe (the internment camp for non�
citizens) . YaAbivama also told me that the inu living in his block had a mee ting  
the other day and talked about making a petition to get him out of the blo ck. He  
told me that he had told Mr. Best that if they did that he'd bring his boys and beat  
up the whole block. He has two hundred boys, he said, and also a special group of  
ten boys who have sworn to die for him. These ten have even given  him their wills  
in case they die or go to the electric chair. " Only five other people'-in camp  —  and
you know about t h i s ,f  he said. «tEe. Oods! " if ̂ ■ omobocly i nn.q t  wi1
b 1 ^

TALK WITH MR. RQBRRTCQN

_ pf 6JO , „ „ . _ _ .................
/My talk with Mr. YoskiSiaaBa-Jiad made me very anxious. If he went to Mr. Kira

with his plan" there might well be another series of beatings. I could not  stand by
and see this happen. In consequence, for the first time in m y experience as a field-
worker, I became an inu. I called on Mr. and told him about some of Mr.
YoahiyantL's threats. Mr. Robo4?te on-, however^ loo ke<
almost as if he had not heard my 1 statement^/

Robertson told me that the Administration is now convinced that things in the  
colony are in a state of exceptional peace. The factions are fighting among them selves,  
but all else is serene. Nothing in the way of trouble is anti cipated at all. Moreover,  
at the last staff meeting Best read a letter from Dillon Myer in which M yer stated  
that Tule Lake was in the most peaceful state he had ever seen i t. Moreover, Best had  
told nfthiarl 1 11 that he had had a 'talk with Yoehiya pra- and that he was convinced that  
Yoahaiyama was! being very quiet and had decided to/behave himself.

4. V I  \ K

sad and helpless and responded
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NOVEMBER 13, 19UU

Called  on Mr. Kuri hara today. He ope ned t he co nversation by saying that he k new 
very little-because he had purposely stayed at home. /His tone implied that he was  
staying home because going out put him in danger, but I did not think it w ise to put  
this in my notes. I then told him that I, too, had heard rumors that p eople might  
be beaten up. He nodded, but said nothing^/ I then asked him whether his written  
denunciation of Wakaŷ sra. is in capable hands. In other words, if the "gang" attacked  
him, would the people ¡to whom he has entrusted the papers, really  have the guts to  
give the papers to the\authorities. He seems to think they will;  in fact, one copy  
is with a friend in Manzanar. \

Kurihara/told me that area- knows that Kurihara is opposing  ¡him tooth and nail.
If he murders/Kurihara or beats him up —  he ’s exposed. Bu t if Wak^ama leaves Kurihara  
alone, he must "sit and shiver constantly" . /This state of affairs did
not sound promising to me, but I did not say this to Mr. Ku rihara^/ I did my best to  

\*~talk Mr. Kurihara into taking some kind of action, pointing out that it would be better  
—  tfTpirF'Tstalfwymw in jail right now if it could be done than to wait until some innocent  

people are beaten or killed. But Kurihara did not seem t o think much of my suggestion.  
He told me not to worry about him. He’s laying a trap for Wa liayasttfa. He’s told one of  
Wakayama*s spies, he says, that he goes out two nights a week toTa class on Japanese  
military singing. If they lay for him, they're going to die too.1  Then he opened a  
drawer of his desk and showed me a curious weapon, a stout club,, about s ix inches
long, to which a pipe joint was attached by a leather thong. [ f  -

\S t ACc

/I left, still feeling very apprehensive^/

• t

/For the next week I stayed in my room working very hard  on a paper which was to  
be delivered at a conference of the members of the Evacuat ion and Resettlement Study  
to be held at Salt Lake City. _However, just before I left Tule Lake , I called on Mr.  
Kurihara and on Mr. YeteàwfeySnâ /
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

-*s- (

NOVEMBER «ZX2 20, 19UU

yqs&j&^iiakazm^a is the name o f the man who wrote the article exposing the Resegre�
gationists and the\#4sbb©«i murder. He is at the Granada Center, family  no. j a f t . .  »

Kurihara was in much better spirits today. It seems that one of the chi ef  
councelors of the Sekuj i Kenkyu had called on him and had a long ta lk with him. Kuri�
hara is now sure he has WaJwryama shrivelling in his shoes.  This man informed Kurihara  
that a few weeks ago Wakayama was responsible for several beatings.

V » N*—

They even talk about each other. You see how they ar e.

They figure I'm not bluffing. They don't want to bé  dragged out. They tell me  
it wasn't them3 but it was this guy  (Wa-kageraaaO^V \M-

A friend of mrine spread the truth to the people of  Manzanar. Those boys have  
such confidence in me that they will not tolerate any nonse nse. Even that bunch of  
boys in Manzanar  —  Wakayama has about 30 boys under him  —  they will definitely refuse  

ffs to support him if he ever] councelA any vlotcncc on me. He will be very much surprised  
to hear that.

I  hold the respect of those boys because I  was in San  Vedrò along with them.

We hear that when Mrs. Wiàkî ama had a baby recently t he chief surgeon in the  
hospital coddled her. He greeted her every morning and treated her like she was a  
princess. I  don't know why she should get special tr eatment. We think Mr. Best gave  
them special orders to be nice to her so that lteù$ffif wna wouldn't qet mad.

Kurihara also asked me how the new stockade (or jail) was 'g etting along.

TALK WITH YOOlirgSfo  

Y(osM)
¥6*hiy«»tA was discouraged and saddened today. He said h e was sick of the people  

/ in camp. The first cause of his sadness was that 13 people were  leaving for Crystal  
City tonigjrit to join the heads of their families who were moved f rom the stockade here  

^  to Santa Fe. 's efforts to stop this had been a dismal failure. The sec ond
reason for his depression was "that there isn't going to be any trouble for some tim e."

(Indubitably, the "wise old heads" of the Hooshi-dan have decided, at least  
temporarily on non-violence.) In fact, Iteishiynma said, "there wasn't going to be any  
trouble for a long time."

He also showed me another letter from Mr. Hayashj. in Santa Fe , apologizing for  
his harshnese^in his last lette^T^Hayashi said he had been in fluenced by the majority  
of the group in Santa,Fe and had lost sight of the higher aTins of  the Negotiating  
Committee. He jyaahiced Yoshiyama/for all his efforts in his behalf. Haiyashi is not  
being sent tef Crystal City; npr/is his family. V

There are three groups pow. One group is our group^ th e Resegregation Group or  
i the §6kuji KikokUj and its Jibsidiaryf the Sokokil Ke nkyu-dan. The other/group is  
\trying to hold back our group because they've made a mi stake before. Kai and Kuratomi , 
\)e Were waiting for them to comejout and have Reve rend .Kai be one of  the advisors and  
kuratomi one of the dadsho or big shots of the young me n's association. They forgot  
ft̂ w much we had done for thpm. \. y /

There's nothing w k c & n  do for quite some \jĝ e.

/JrTT!>wrote to M^^Naka£a>7ad_ asking if he would ca re to send^the s£udy' his .article,
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v  i i p Rosalie Hankey Wax

A few days after I called on Tteeksbsata myself. I talked  
two hours with him. I told him, 'I'm going to Japan as you  
are but your opinion and mine don't meet on how we should  
behave in this camp. I can't see nothing that we gain by  
making any trouble here. You say so often about the Japanese  
Spirit. The Japanese Spirit is to adjust ourselves to  
circumstances and be patient when we have to. And when the  
Issei make big trouble - they are about 60 years old and t hey  
hardly can't do much bad or good to Japan. But the Nisei are  
young. If we want them to be good we must educate them in  
camp to teach them what the real Japanese Spirit is. Japan  
has a great big mission for the people of Asia, one billion  
people. If Japan fought for the Japanese only, she might make  
more profit. But Japan risks everything for the salvation of  
one billion people. To fulfill this mission they can't make  
trouble among themselves.

He said not a word. He simply cavilled at details. I  
told him I'm not interested in details. He asked me not t o 
say anything about that I had called on him because he himself  
might be misunderstood in his own group.

I suggested that there was a rumor to the effect that  
those who attacked me were members of his seinen-dan. He  
said, 'What?' I said, 'Of course, I don't mean you did it  
yourself. But as usual in any group there are always radicals  
that you don't know. Whether it's true or not, the rumo r is  
that members of your group did that to me. ' He said, 'We  
don't do anything like that.'

MARCH 18, 19k$

DEVELOPMENTS OF WRA VS, HOKOKU

Completely ignoring the regulations, the fill Hokok u drilled 

valiently on Saturday morning* Saturday afternoon, the presidentŝ /i/rf and 

vice-presidents of both organizations, the presiden t of the bugle corps, and 

his assistant were arrested. The Hokoku then held a s elaborate a ceremony 

on Sunday morning as they could. Somewhat over 600 p eople participated, 

though tl heard that) many of the parents of the Jo sh! made their girls 

stay home, fearing that there might be trouble. Seve ral Internal Security 

®ars, Goddman, and Barts, the new Reports Officer, went in. Goff took 

many pictures. Besides thei, nothing was done.



f~1. In mid-(D@t®ber, Reverend Aramaki, the head ©f the

S®k®ku Seinen «Ian resigned. It was said that he re signed beeause ®f

�
widespread rimers nt*iamii> imputing lam crality«/
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

¿The | ( f<pflowing is yerJ}at̂ î ^̂ >̂,,

Relocation

From the present outlook on the Japanese I'm absolutely certain they will have  
to keep the camps open.

Biddle*s Statement

I thppght it was a very good statement, as ;tf to make it look a s if Mr . Biddle  
to some extent appteciafced what was going ori. He wanted to  bring out some of thè  

vfacts in thè camp. J*#

■ ' §P^^V-

WRA' s New Regulations

That bringing out the regulations affected the announcement by the Department  
of Justice badly. It caused the Ho:shi-dan to get madder and they sa y no matter  
what happens and no matter how we are treated we will carry the thing on t o the  
end. To some extent they have forgotten about not reuniting the familie s. The  
announcement made by the WRA seemed to have more effect.

However, I believe when the present heat dies down some will gradually begin  
to think over it again. They will grumble and argue and fight.

Sunday's Demonstration

Sunday morning they bugled. I watched. I thought they (WRA) would raid  the  
ceremonies, but they didn’t. Such a thing as that will give  them more courage.
The WRA must act when it is obligated to act. They act at the wrong time.

The Ho;koku can't do no harm but the trouble is they make threats . We don't  
bother them, then they shouldn't bother us.

What they should do is pick up the leaders and stick the m in jail for a long  
time. Why don't they confiscate the bugles?

The Hotkoku believe they will be reunited anyway.

They left the Issei agitators in camp. If they picked up th ose damnable - oh,  
pardon me — agitators they could have cleaned things up long ago .

Last night I heard the rumor about Reverend Taofoa again.

Army Coming Into Manzanar (In December 1942)

In Manzanar we wanted the military rule instead of the WRA. When the Army cam e 
in, if the people were afraid or not I really couldn't say. I wasn't there. The  
Japanese were really disgusted with the WRA. They indulge in politics and the Army 
doesn't. The Army is rather severe. When it says Yes it  is Yes and No is No.
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Rosalie Hankey Wax

I t hen told Ruri hara about the Ho:koku rumor that they were goi ng to get $20,000 dollars  
from the Japanese government as reward. He laughed and said they were cra zy.

When I was in the stockade [at Tule Lake] one of the  
fellows said that just for being in the stockade they were  
going to get the distinguished service medal from Japan.

Many Nisei don't want to go out of camp. When they go  
back to Japan they are going to be questioned. They are going  
to have to say that they helped produce in the American war  
effort. When it is known in any community they go to, he's  
going to be ostracised.

Then a lot of people stay because in camp they have no  
worries bringing up their children. The basic reason though^  
is fear of what will' happen if they go back (to life in  
America). All those who wanted to go out, don't go out.

There is a certain amount of talk about the fact that  
there have been no more pickups. They say the government  
can't afford to pick us up anymore. That's how it seems to  
the Japanese right now.

We fooled them in a way. It was an empty kind of  
victory. They expected tear gas. They thought we were going  
to run the cars right through the parade. All we did was walk  
in between the lines. Thev were really super—goose—stepping.

Reluctance To Leave Camp

Rumor On Why No More Pickups

Sunday Events

j Koss went right up to people and snapped pictures r ight in

That might have resulted in a fight.

corps were given 90—days. The chairman of the bugle corps was whistl  
jail and he was told he'd be sprayed with cold water if he c ontinued,  
incommunicado•

The three men, presidents of the Ho?koku and Hotshi—dan and the chairman of the bugle  
1 were given 90-days. The chairman of the bugle corps was whistling  the bugle tunes in  
and he was told he'd be sprayed with cold water if he conti nued. They are being held
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”We've gt1nr±ipe g©t their pictures* Me*re gradually  stepping up 

the pregsam. We’re going t© fill up the jail by regu lar investigations, 

trials, and sentences* If a guy shews remere and premises act t® violate t he 

laws, he can go back. When we accumulate a certain n umber we’ll get 

tbem removed.

We may take the bugles away by taking in the member s and taking 

their bugles.

There was a considerable drop #ff in the J®shi-dan Sun day.

Final renunciation figures:

7250 Citizens in Tule Lake
5̂5>7 ImnunaBittifenhfcfcttftmmm Renunciations

Z"I was now ©bliged t© leave Tule Lake tea confer with  Dr. Thomas in Berkeley ab©ut items 

in the manuscripts I had prepared and would prepare  for the aiT&dyẑ zz study. I did 

n©t return t© Tule Lake until April 9*/

3 ' (** tTUS HfiJJ *
CTl , V I 1 JUiJT 0 y ny u *

A
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APRIL 9, 1945 V

TALK WITH MRS.

Mrs. Desehi n in formed me that Ngrytec has been meeting in the colon y \with the Ho:koku and hasT  
been attempting to work out some kind of compromise wi th them. As Mrs. r~rnhin understands it, A  
the suggestion being made is that if all those belo nging to the Ho:koku who wish to be interned s[

�

are interned, the bugling will stop.

TALK WITH KURIHARA

All has been extremely serene,(said Mr. Kurihara. Th e only thing that promised the  
slightest excitement was Mrs. Wateayehna*s statemen t that she was to be reunited soon with her  
spouse in Crystal City. Some of the Internment wido ws were so incensed that they called on herí  
and threatened her with bodily harm. jf

K
N**'

The rumor went all over the camp. They said his wif e had  
even packed. The rumor started from her. As soon as s he 
received a telegram from her husband, she thought she was going  
to leave the camp in a very short time. But she's st ill here.

\ Kurihara also told me that Dr. C^ler had come to se e him the other day. 0|>lerfbrought up  
the vMkaywma rumor and wanted to know what Kurihara knew ab out it. Kurihara had saicPthat he  
didn't know anything. Another thing that Kurihara ca n't understand is that Captain on
his visit here on March 24th, had told the evacuee comm ittee that he had spoken to T*n>h11nnT,  
Kurihara wondered how he could have seen Ta$2S36BKta on his way here.

The Ho:koku has stopped bugling since Sunday.

Meetings of Hotkoku and Nflycs

I thought those meetings were a mighty good thing. I heard  
that if they don't stop bugling and continue their semi-military  
exercises, they were going to be sent to some camp and forced to  
do hard labor. I heard that on Friday or Saturday. The next  
morning they were bugling, but on Sunday we didn't hear a thing.

But the Ho:koku boys say that they'll stop buging if th ey're  
picked up and sent to an internment camp.

Immigration and Naturalization! Service Here at Tule  Lake

Kurihara said that the presence of this body here had m ade next to no impression in the  
colony and is causing no talk.

I heard only one person summoned to appear. It affe cts the Issei only.

Spanish Consul and Japanese
Kurihara laughed. We lost respect for the Spanish Cons ul long ago.
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K  ¡h*-*
Mrs. j fcfemyama

K'AiU
If Mrs. Wakayma had really gone, the other Ho:koku wive s 

might have done her bodily harm. Several people cam e to me to  
ask me whether the rumor was true or not.

Hotkoku's Beliefs in Reuniting of Families

I've noticed no change in their feeling about reuni ting  
families. They refuse to believe it (will not take place). They  
didn't get excited (about the statement that there would be no  
re-uniting) as I had anticipated.

It was mainly the women who got excited about Mrs. Waks yaana.  
They themselves are missing their husbands.

Cut In Rice in Tule

They cut down the rice from 65 to 50 pounds per hun dred  
person. We are saying that we'll be getting two mea ls a day  
pretty soon.

TALK WITH MR. GOODMAN

A  called on Mr. Goodman xxx after dinner and found d im very anxious and tense.

He dad offered tde Resegregationists tdeir cdtdee of tdree ¿repositions - and they 

dad chosen «No. 3, tdat tde activities would stop if all male members ever 18 wd® 

desired it, were interned.'* (See Fieldnetes for add itional detail))7

I brougdt up some objections to Goodman's plan, the 0 odief one being tdat it 

would not stop tde aotaiix fundamental trouble - td e old issue of resegrega�

tion.. . it would not stop tde adult Resegregationis ts from pressuring for 

reunity with their interned males. To them, this si gnified a successful 

consummation ©f their old aim, resegregation. Goodm an^ did not agree.

He said tdat the xiy six enly alternative was to use force, tear gas, and 

guns. . .Then de told me tdat the real reason he wa s taking action was tdat he 

feared tdat if he didn't tek the Department ©f Justi ce would crucify the WRA 

again by getting this marcing and bugling int© the newspapers, ruining re�

location* etc.. . I asked xxx Mr. Goodman dew many meetings Noyes had had with 

the H¥koku in my absence and he said he'd been sock  meeting xlx xxfckik with 

them almost every day since last Monday. He was all wor n out.
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APRIL 13, 19US

TALK WITH KURIHARA

On Proposed Pickup

I spoke to t he boys here a nd got t heir op inion and t hat  
conversation, I came to t he co nclusion t hat although there  
will be a great deal o f injustice done to many of those  
dumbells, if they intern another 500 or so, the Ho:koku-dan  
will be busted up completely. They may or may not stop  
bugling after that. There are some boys less than 10 years  
old bugling now.

The Ho:shi-dan might incite the people here to act one  
way or another. The majority of the people who don't belong  
are not going to be stirred up by the Ho:shi-dan.

If the people are not reunited, it's their own fault.

As it stands right now I doubt if they’ll quit (bugling) .

To give you the true facts as I see it, the Ho:koku-dan  
and Ho:shi-dan members are not so arrogant as they were.

(Sally [Yamaahi-re] said the same thing yesterday. The people don’t glare at her in her  
block anymore•)

As I see it today they feel more shy than they used to .
In the beginning, if anyone didn't belong, they insulted th em.
Today, it's just the other way. So they themselves c ame to  
realize that they’re not so powerful; and no longer have a n 
organization back of them to enforce their ideas. Many of  
them want to quit. Many don't care to belong to it anymore.
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Relocation

I hear from Manzanar that one-third of the people are  
going to relocate* The remaining 2/3 are not going to  
relocate.

We went over the possibilities of what might happen in late summer if more force were  
applied to get people to relocate. Kurihara thinks it is more likely that the people will  
riot rather than renounce citizenship.

President Roosevelt's Death

Kurihara made no expression of condolence. Like many people in camp, he s eems to be  
strongly anti-Roosevelt. He said with some satisfaction:

I heard Mr. Truman made a statement in the Senate that  
he cannot assume the responsibility.

The Ho:koku

The people were influenced strongly to sign. The  
youngsters have no mind of their own. People call the  
Hoskoku Boryoku-dan (terrorists).

Loyals Who Came In With Segregants

The WRA wanted to use them for spies. That’s the way we  
see it.

Result of More Pick-ups

I think the Ho:koku-dan will be busted up. But the  
Ho:shi-dan will coerce the youngsters to bugle. They’re just  
doing it to spite the Administration.

Their number hasn’t increased, but it was decreased  
since the last pick-up. That shows another pick-up will  
completely uproot them. I think they should be told that  
they will not be rejoined with their families.

They [Ho:shi-dan] must push resegregation as much as they  
can because they’re ashamed in front of the Japanese here.
They want to make believe they can make the Administration do  
it and they don’t want to lose face with the Japanese.

TALK WITH KURATOMI

\ I
/From what I've heard the Ho:koku gang is breaking into  

segments. Some^of them though willjgo to jatiy extent to be  
reunited with/their families.^'They/willyiesort to anyvag&ion  
to resize Jmat prospect^^Waking a compromise^lll caus e more  
trouble^tcr the WRA an<r~Justice will have to step in and take
over
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/j Dtt April 16, Dillon ifyer, the National Director e f WIA visited Tule Lake.

He dilivered a long address te the Caucasian staff m embers in which he 

emphasized the need t© need”to build the community back to a normal
and

SKBiBima&fepa efendition as fast as we can without m aking t©@ many mistakes”,/the 

need t© enceuage relocation./ He als© t©ld the staff that ”the peopl e in 

this room are probably faced with one of the most difficult jobs in the U. S. .

• • l*w g»i«g t® X3H6 do everything I can t® see that  the staff doesn’t suffer by 

staying here and finishing a ge®d fidqfaawxx j®b ®ut. But I went guarantee 

anything.”

Dillon ĵrer als® addressed the block managers at Tule  Lake. An account 
cl y n-iuc c M s  . . ' '• ... #c 7Bi/

©f this meeting was given me fey Mr. Tadas

Î rer sp®ke t® the bleek managers yesterday. I stood  tutside by the

window/ t® listen because I didn’t have any business in sidd.

He stressed his intention is t® relocate the petple. He gave ®ut 

five reasons ±* ®f the WRA joribugc policy ®f closing the eight/ 

centers inelusing Tule Lake. He didn’t definitely set t he time,but 

h® said by 1966 this cam® will be transferred t® th e Justice Department.

1. Was that it’s more than fair t® relocate the Nis ei. They wvar 

are entitled t® get eut and lead a normal life.

2. Was that all the patriotic effort ®f the Japanes e American 

soldeirs have achieved in Italy ¿ulmm influenced th e American pe®ple 

t® change their minds t®ward the Japanese.

3« Was ®f all the undying WRA effort has been gradua lly beginning 

to show outside that the Japanese should relocate. The people ̂are 

secepting the Japanese.

b* He gave credit to these wh® had already resettled o utside. They 

had d«ne a splendid job. The Japanese have more fri ends now than 

pas* prior to evacuation.

5* He said that the welfare agencies outside were me re willing to 

help now than they would be after the war.

onJ

Mr. Tada then remarked:



117 b.

I ¿»n’t knaw haw many ©f the bl©ck managers understand what he had 

t® say. His saeesh was net translated. Except far a few Bisei black managers// 

black managers there, I d®n»t think they all underst and. I asked my 

black manager yesterday, I said, ‘I heard that Mr. Mper spake, what did 

he say?* But he aauldn’t tell me what Ifyer had said.
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TALK WITH MR.. GOODMAN

I was given the g©-afeead t® werk ©ut a program. Myer has talked it 

over witk IXXil lanes. They have tentatively agreed that we «©uld have 

another removal (internment). • . •

I had them (Resegregatienist leaders) working for me  getting the 

signatures of xKXfqi people wh© agreed t® abide by the eonditions.

I told them hew to prepare the signatures, alienas, citizens, women, 

eto. They got the name, address, family number, and  alien/registratien 

number. • • They even signed up the kids one and two  years old. It's just 

like the old Resegregation Movement. . . .

A half a dozen familes are going t® g© to Crystal C ity from here.

The men are being transferred from Santa Fe, i Kira is  among them 

because he has a bad heart.

Before I left Mr. Goodman asked me what would happe n if the men whom he has

lined up for internment were not interned. 11 I sai d I didn’t think anything

TALK WITH KURIHARA

I*ve noticed no worrying in this block about Mr. Myer’s speech. Th e Block  
Manager told me about it while we were in the latrine. We just laughed it  off  
without coming to any definite conclusion.

We don’t pay any attention to Mr. Myer. All we said was "Ana bakataria," that  
means, "That damned fool." I don’t think there is any worrying abo ut it ortalking  
about it.

If they really wanted to get the fence-sitters out they ought to say that all  
those who want to go out must go out by a certain date. Then all the  fence-sitters  
will move fast.

*s desertion from Santa Fe may make some of the Ho:shi-dan and  
Ho:koku-dan people quit.

Three or four people bugle here in this block early in the morning for ten or  
fifteen minutes just for the sake of the few members in this blo ck. There are  
doctors In this block and other people who would like a good rest.

If it was good bugling that sounds pleasant to the ear it would b e all right.  
But most of the time it’s flat or off beat. It's really a nnoying.

CUQt try: Uîïjl

Relocation
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APRIL ii#23, 19h$

Sheik
TALK WITH G M M M K M M T M X  MR. KUNITANI

/"QnnApsilia Mr. Kunitani, who had been ©teairman © f the Daihyc Sha Kai////

at«! had tax the* beet impris©ned is the stxizkiex stockade, was ©ne ©f my

ables reptndenta. 7

Yesterday they held a ©art far a fellaw wht’s going  t© Crystal 

City. The *©mm©n pe©ple there said that they didn’t  thi*k that 

Justice was going t© have another intersmeat. They say WRA may be thinking 

that, but they don't kicbfci believe it. I was rath er amused by that.

$n Myer’s Speech tc the Bl»ck Managers

As y©u know the jde  majority ©f the Bl©<sk Managers are ©Id me*. I fee l 

that at least ©*e-third ©f them d©n't understand En glish. I* my 

blpsc the Bleak Manager made n© anneuncement whatev er. I thiik the 

people should have been *©tified #f Mr. iIyer's ©fe jest. I dare say 

that ©ver half ©f the pe©ple i* camp d©*'t k*©w jot  what tee said. The 

MsodsflimibaNewell Star descriptive was very ©bssur e.

0* Mr. WikayaKSx Kira ‘

Mr. Kira’s being take* t© Crystal City will have a very queer 

reasti©*. The H©stei-da* pe©;>le felt that he was ® *e ©f the 

leaders. N©w they are suddenly ©enfrtnted with the fact that he 

a*« his br©ther-i*-law are the ©nly ©nee being seat  from Santa Fe 

t© Crystal City. S©me methers aid wives have recent ly received letters 

frtm SzxfcxxZs the Justice Department, after they a sked f©r family re- 

u»i©*, telling thm there si to be *© family reuii©* .

New P©litical M©vcmenfcs Starting in Camp

Right new a aew m©«eme»t is starting. The represent ative b©dy^/ t©

3ofcs± deal with the Spanish eensul is #*e grnup, t he Warden's Or�

ganization is another group and the Civic Organizat ions is another 

group. Mr. Yahui, Me. Wagatsuma, Shimizu and Iw© - they seem to be 

getting together and making a bid f©r prestige. I h ©pe they went't d©

it f»r personal gl©ry
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TA TX w ITH KDT? BiA *A

I asked i c / t r  he had heard of the rumor of  the react ionary  org*n iza tb  n 

Kur»toni h®d to ld  me about l « s t  week. He said had no t ,  t u t y ^ s ^ ^ i  the*  

i f  that group s tar ted  a ry tb ing ,  they wouldn't  get anywhere w i th  the 

peop le .  He* 11 keep h i s  eyes op6n for them, though.

Re loco t ion

�  *he7 CWA) s ta r t  to encourage people to move ana r elo o a t e ,  they 're 
going to f ind  pret ty  strong o p p os i t ion .

Shortwave ste^oraent on "long wsrn

Th�|t s ta tem en t  was made by  Genera l  Yomoshit* i n  the F h i l l i p ir e s ,  os 
� prepared to oppose Llro.^r thur  • He s » i d h e  would f i g h t  f or  20 y e a r s .  ' 
jj Some of t h e ,  espec io  l l y  *2ss6 i ,  I  t h in k ,  d id  ooTite^plnte reloootifife^  oft<?r 
¿^hear ing  that •

Talk on Dept, of Jus t ice

Some people are  ta l k in g  about what w i n  happen here when J us t ios  t a b  s 
o v er .  I* ve to l d  them J us t i c e  w i l l  he ve to  m a in ta in  the f?»rm hero* � rd 

/  var ious  en t er p r i s e s  to supply the needs of the camp. I  be l ieve  the 
I D*pt. of J u s t i c e  c e r f e r s  to use the people wbare they want to  work. Of 

oour se , some of the work w i l l  be out o u t.
f ¿pM zWM

� Since ny mind is  mode up, what d i f fe rence  does i t  mako i f  Jus t ice
? �� or the Army runs the comp? *

S t a a a v  J T  « -t- «r ~
Order's Off ice �------- ---------- ----  ^

(Op ler 's  o f f i c e  i s  quite c o n e  to K^f bnrrsck.) ** I  heard about th a t . 
It seems some intruder ���	 was just\obc’it to  ransack the since when the 
jan i to r  coma nrounJ and he got ou t .  They proboMy wanted to s t e a l  the 
typewr iters or someth ing.

S ^K^ ? d 1 3iCee thet the wot was not mot ivated br ho s t i l i t y  toward  
OPler . )

( K r a l s o  hod a write-Up o f  the "anzonor t roub le,  whioh he o f fered to 

give me when he has i t  tyoed up. I don't  knew whether vt* hove th is*or
v* jfg

not, but when o f fe red ,  i t ' s  arrays best  to take. So Ier*«B*erfth« t we wout$L  

he very g ra te fu l  for i t . )

�  ,  .. hcamrt-^ was in  tbs U. S. Amy t i l  r ight  -  but <n the National Guard*
| oi iiuvvuii -  he never s-w ar î e o t i o n .

A



/la mid-Mayl was ©bilged t& leave Tula Lake and return t@ Berkeley*

When ttee atnrai« berates were drained an Hxraskis Hiroshima and Nagasaki,

I received several terrible denuneiatary letters fr am Mr. lurilsara, t® wbieb/ 

I e©ula tiat bring myself ta realy. When, it IK Nov ember af 19U5*• Mr*

Kuribara was shipped ta Japan be seat me a aasteara  an wbicb be bad written, 

in bijLrkDocockijput blank verse, a aaem bidding fa rewell ta a friend.7
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JANUARY 31, 1945

TALK WITH KURIHARA

Sentiments Toward Innocent Men Taken to Santa Fe

In t he first place they shouldn't have joined the  
organization. I believe some of those boys whom I would say  
shouldn't have been sent to Santa Fe will benefited by the

time and they will find out the true nature of those  
roughnecks. They'll have plenty of time in there and after  
they are released, it will be better for them.

After it (Ho:koku) was organized it went wrong because of  
the leadership of the men who led the organization. They  
should have been punished very severely.

They were expecting it so they weren't surprised at all.  

The people (not Ho:koku) aren't crying about it.

You don't live right amongst the people and feel the  
pressure. Very fortunately this block is not as crazy as the  
others.

In certain blocks the Sokuj i Kikoku Ho :shi-dan went  
around to take signatures to determine whether the original  
members are sticking with them or breaking away. In several  
blocks, I hear, a good many are breaking away.

It amused me a good deal. It sure disgraced many of them  
(Ho:koku). If they had shame enough, they wouldn't have th e 
face to come out with. We all agreed that it ought to have  
put a stop to it (Ho;koku). But it seems it didn't.

Everybody is rejoicing. But who's going to get the  
chance? They're all happy about it. But only one out a  
hundred will get the chance.

pickup. They will have to associate with those boys

Pickups

(I remarked here that some people had seemed very sorry about the pickups.) Said  
Kurihara sternly:

Kurihara also asked me if- it were true that
stockade after he had arranged for the release of the teachers. I said, no, because if this  
had occurred I would certainly have heard of it.

Department of Justice Statement

News of Exchange

I remarked here that some people had not seemed very happy about it and  had scoffed at  
the idea. It occurred to me chat these reactions might be coming from  the people who really  
didn't want to go back to Japan. I suggested this to Kurihara. He ag reed, saying,

They are afraid of exchange because they fear they will



1* On January 29, the Newell Star published a statemen t by DAIDIDG6C

Dillon Nfyer to the effect that ’’those who do tot wish to leave the
KKX&

/“Tule Lake/ «enter at this time are not required t o do so saa and may 

continue to live here or at some similar center unt il January 1, 19U6*”
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tyirUL**"  _ , .
The statem ent Mr .yyBu^k îg made about t he dr aft dodgers

was very true.

On More Pickups

If the Ho:koku doesn't know when to stop, it will do  
them good. I heard from a certain party who wrote back from  
Santa Fe stating that 'This is no place for any of us.' He  
said he thought that all who are in Santa Fe would be all  
Japanese, but they are not. He shouldn't complain because he  
himself claimed to be a real Japanese. Some people I have  
talked to are rejoicing over the justice that was done to

When that statement was put out in messhall 8, for two  
days the people were crowded around it and reading the news.  
Many were so interested they were reading it for a couple of  

days at least.

Kurihara was utterly disgusted with this statement. In fact, it had  

that he composed the following which he gave to me:

�

them.

Department of Justice Statement

Dillon Myers' Statement of the 29th

t
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TALK WITH MR. T0KUNAGA

DECEMBER 14, 1944

Mr. Tok unSga was in good health a nd very high spirits. He could hardly wait to tell me  
the good news:

I*ve heard WRA has called i n 18 o f the Resegregationists. The  
people first thought they were arrested by the FBI. All of them are  
pleased. Excepting those who are members, of course. They want them to  
be taken away. Kurihara was most pleased of all.

I then told Mr. Tokunaga\that I had heard that Mr. Wakayama had not app lied for  
renunciation of citizenship. frokuHnga was amazed, sinceSiakeyema has been making such  a  
tremendous show of his super-patriotism. He forgot himself far enough to exclaim,

Why> that dirty son—of—a—gun. I thought he renounced it a long lo ng 
time ago.

The members of the Sokoku are narrow-minded. Many of them were  
sorry after they signed and found out what was inside. But if they'  
cancel their signatures, they’re scared. So they can’t c ancel their  
signatures,not even if at the same time they didn't want to be one of  
them.

I understand that Wakayama and Tachibana have both resigned.

Tokunaga then asked me if I had heard how Kurihara had stopped .Wakayama . I said I had  
heard some of the details but not all.

Well, said T-etocmaga, maybe I shouldn't tell you if Kurihara did n't.

But, said I, Kurihara is such a modest man that he won't tell me  
because it would seem like boasting.

-Tokunaga agreed that Kurihara would never tell me the full part he playe d and so he  
proceeded to give the following account:

Wakayama was in Terminal Island before the war and so was Kurihara.
So they know each other for a long time and Kurihara knows the  
personality of Wakayama and that he is always for himself only.

n v  M e

He knew everything that he did is Manzanar. He knew  Kira was a ©©ward.

And still he bragged himself. But Kurihara kept qui et as long as Kira didn't do

_gge But since Kira's f©llewers had attacked me at n ight
U  JfiBtai Mr. Nerden, representing the D partment of  Justice, had arrived at

De*em^®r 6 t© ©pen hearing for renuneiants. ^abaatks. When he heard 
. the Resegregation Groups, he preceded to investiga te tkmraont then and 
interview the leaders.
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Kurihara was as mad as a bulldog. He came to me immediately the text day and 

said he's going t© either kill him ©r have him arre sted because he knew everything 

what he did in the past. I told him t© be quiet amd  to see what will happen 

in a month or tw©.

Then a young boy was slashed« And the fellow who at tacked him was one 

of the men who attacked me«

And then Kira tried t© attack Kurihara« He planned it and Kurihara 

found out« And then Kurihara was kind of aixa alarm ed. And one of the Sokoku men, 

a mean fellow, he and one other went t© Kurohara ea rly in the morning. B©th 

went there and stayed there talking until tw© ©’clo ck in the afternoon«

And Kurihara said t© them, ’I might be attacked and  killed, but is the mean�

time I might kill a couple of you. I dedicate mysel f to the justice and 

welfare of tjouxM the camp« That’s the ©sly way we can keep the peace in the 

camp« When Utabashi and Amaya were attacked, I was ready t© punish Kira. But at 

the rzqsxE request ©f Itabashi and Amaya, I withhel d« But now I am ready«

And then he t©ld those tw© men wh© were representat ives ©f Mr. Kira all that

he knew about Kira and his hkxkkk  movements. He said, ”You are having as loader 

such a man as Kira. D© you know about this? These t wo men were surprised.

Before this, these tw© met had said, ”As leng as we  let y©u al©ne you 

shouldn’t mind wnat xp happens in ©amp«” X M &  Tuea M r. Kurihara was madder 

than ever. ”WhatUJH he said. Then he told them all about Mr« Kira«

And that was Thursdat ©r Friday, The next morning K ira resigned, for the 

reason that his wife had a baby and there was a lot  of work to d© in the

house. And the baby was born about four months ago.

Sver since Kuihara had told all about Kira a lot cf  people have found out 

what he was. The people didn’t know (before) and th ey worshiped him humbly. But 

now they’ve found out that he’s a coward and just d oing every thing for 

publicity.

£~0n the night of October 30, a young man, whose fa ther (it was said) had

spoken against the lesegregationists, was attacked with a knofe by a man 

known t© be a follower of Mr.Kira. I asked Mr. Itab ashi about this.j£



S±akmxg>màlh&»âr

Everybody was mad that he was give n a lig ht se ntence, I understand t he

boy's, father is a S©k©ku man • He didn't know the^inside ©f that party  
When

was so retten# £te«/he found out hew rotten the insi de w$s, he was indig�

nant at Kira and wasxxjHdcn speaking ab©ut it openly # That's why he son  

was attacked, I heard.



DECEMBER l5,19kh

\T j*E SEGREGATIONIST a t t a c k e d

Iv „j, t >^<^  TV-^TiC

Heard today from two Caucasian inform . ) , 'Sa ^ O ^ L ju L-'

* » » £ 5‘ — S i : . s . ' " 4 1■ *: “ " *  j -  “ ■ ■  - v « -

a ^ S t ^ a ^ ^ f u n t s  Ct by f°urs and beat him up. The Police a- | ^ a - ^ H^ L man)

/Ez?,  i r s^ r rV “
, d U  on* One informant Mr Mo,,«« nanas. They said t hev hav*» i non

assured me that h*  i 7  '  . N°yes> seems very excite • , 1,000 young

hoping that the Sokoku ^  assail“ ‘» were" «rested' and^  “*
he told « .  ------  keep hands » « •  The Sokoku has hinted at̂  possible killing,

\\

DECEMBER 16, 19hh

TALK WITH MR. KURIHARA

Op Kuratomi— ev-'Y^^m^vn ma scrying on̂ . Internal Security

Personally, I doii't think it will york. The Japanese ai<e not  
foolistj, enough to take chances f  I don't think/they '11 cafe to  
jeepd^ize their own li^sf" Of cour^t, a lot /depends on the ir/inf luend^.

Possibility of Sokoku Seinen-»dan going wild

I was informed that the iLaffilla^mnch didn't have/ anything to do with  
that beating. The man who was attacked was Mityainofco and his son. And  

"Hiyaffidt© is one of the very ardent supporters of the Ho:shi dan. Now he  
was beaten by one of the former members of the $einen dan who was  
dismissed or asked to resign. And the people who did the beating ,  
although the notice is placed on the bulletin boards*could never have  
beaten this person. I heard there were only 6 men in the group which  
attacked Mr. M ŷaae-to-T __ (xs\#̂

So there is an internal trouble among themselves.

There are quite a lot of rumors. That the attacking group was  
X-strda's group and Mr. is considered one of those that did th e
beating. From the rumors/circulating through camp now, Karatca would b e

}( ¿red $/)**£<*  L—
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picked up. In reality he's i nnocent, from inside information.

So I think it's up to the Administration to release these boys.
Quite a number of people were right on the spot of the beating and  
through them the information will leak.

From what I heard, the person who did the beating has spoken before  
the crowd, openly denouncing the Ho:shi dan policy. He was denounced as  
a spy and asked to resign and was dismembered. He wanted to know the  
reason he was dismembered. They couldn't give him the reasons. So the  
secretary amfrtrp couldn't give the reasons. So the other perso n beat  
him. This[is nothing but an internal explosion.  

eVft#c

I think there will be more trouble. This is the beginning of th e 
disintegration of the organization. If the leaders are picked up now  
and thrown behind bars the camp will quiet down. If not — th e fire has  
started. It will be depending on the way the wind blows. The whole  
building will be burnt down.

If the U.S. government wishes to avoid any extra trouble with the  
Japanese government (and there is bad trouble in camp here), un doubtedly  
the Japanese government will step in and do something to the United  
States citizens over there. The trouble is very little  now. But if  
this trouble gets big enough for them to take an interest  in, the  
government here as well as the people will suffer.

Attitude of the people on the beating

I think the people are now disgusted to some\extent and are glad to  
see things of that nature (like the beating) happens If th ey were  
opposed to it, I think the men who thrashed Miyamoto would have been  
mobbed on the very spot. But I heard they stood and listened to what he  
had to say like a good audience. He made his speech after he had beaten  

He spoke against that organization - how crazy they were,

et0,

Sokoku and gamblers

The Sokoku is against the gamblers so naturally they would invite  
their opposition. They (Sokoku) have been talking about that f or some  
time. They intended to clean out the gamblers but I don't see why they  
didn't take the action.

Kurihara's Renunciation of Citizenship

I don't want to be questioned again. I've been questioned so much.  
I don't want to go through that rigmarole again.

Kurihara Questions He

[Mr. Kurihara suddenly asked me how, in November, I had found out  that a series of  
beatings was being planned. I hesitated to tell him, for while I had squ ared my betrayal of  
Mr. Yoohiyagra. with myself, I did not want to mention n ames and I was afraid that stern-

frX£>
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principled Mr. Kuri hara would t hink I had behaved like a sneak or, possibly, like an immoral  
woman. But I felt a strong obligation to him and so, h esitantly, I told him what had  
happened, adding, 'I was afraid that you would scold me.']  He replied:

Do you think I would scold you when you saved my life?
Then he smiled and remarked: Young men are certainly foolish.
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Gunderson: Did you tell Mr, Im achi to ̂ et out o f the block?  
Miyamoto: Yes, I did,

Gunderson: How long had you know Mr, Imachi?
Miyamoto: I've known him for a shc/rt time.

� � �
Gunderson: Do you know who called/the police?
Miyamoto: No.

� �

GUNDERSON RECALLSUCHIDA

Gunderson: You stated you live in 32. Someone told you there was a fight in 5f4. Did you  
call Internal Security?

Uchida: Yes,
/  /  / // i t  |

Gunderson: Is there any/feeling on your/part that/this was anything but a personal matter,  
between Mr. /Imachi and Mr. Miyamoto? /

Uchida: I don’t knqW.

Gunderson: Personally I'm asking - a^l the witnesses for the prosecution have had clipped
heads an£ all the witnesses for the/defense long hair. I'm judging a case between  
two individuals and not between twc* political organizations. To/ the best of your  
knowledge do you feel it/ is a personal matter?

Uchida: (Looking indescribably i/ncomfortab l̂e and woebegone) I don't know.

Gunderson: If it/were on a larger|basis would you be in a position to kndw?
Uchida: I don't understand. (̂ Vsks that question be put into Japanese' .)

(Tsuda asks Uchida to put the question to Thchibana.)

Uchida: I*m very sorry but if don't understand. What do you mean by larger?

Gunderson: "is  this a personal matter or is it between two groups? /
Uchida: t don't know.

Gunderson:/You made the telephone call ajn d I wondered if you as ap.  officer had made the call?
Uchida: / I know Mr. Miyamoto myself. /

� � � �1 � �
UCHIDA/DISMISSED - TEN MINUTE RECESS ioR PREPARATION OF HEARING OFFICER'S STATEMEN T.

f Herg^none-page -of - mynotes—has ~beén To s t. ^  ^  | ¡GfQf

TALK WITH KURIHARA

I gave Mr. Kurihara a quick resume/of the highlights of the trial, part of which he found  
very amusing. On the rumor that was still active he said:

»

Why didn't he (Best) chuck him into jail? Giving way to him really  
makes me disgusted. I've heard that they rounded up the boys with the  
bugle and summoned the members of the organization. It looks to me as  
if block 82 (Waka£3*?a 1s headquarters) was informed immediately. So he  
immediately summoned] the boys who are his ardent supporters. I heard
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f
that led the group\on a forced marchf to block 5¿ / ^ ^ n  • , ,rts

them to take positions at various
points Therefore, is acting as Wafe^aaa's lieutenant in that b l ock^s f
no doubt. After he got there he listened to what Mr. i««lrL-^aid“ Afte r ^  
listening he felt there was good sound reasoning back of it. Indirectly  

U'V/t »,e, admltted he couldn't order the boys to proceed with the fracas and  
> Wakayama at that time was standing far away and taking in t he sights.

The ridiculous part is that he didn't take part in it. He sai d he didn't  
take part m  it.

_ imx»iw^Kdxkkxfcx3EKS±
71 remarked that most of the people who te s t i f ie d  for the R esegrega tica ists

had teeea very poor w itnesses at the tr ia l*  Some tad looked downright 
te r r i f ie d * /

, The Seinen-dan was coerced to go as witnesses. They didn't see all  
ofat or know the story. They were probably picked by the leader s to go  
and they went without know the true story.

Families Leaving Sokuji Kikoku

I heard many families have resigned. They used to be very strong in  
block 54. Formerly there were only six families who were not members.
But now - today there are only five or six families belon ging. In block  
25 the members seem to have protested very strongly about some people  
there and they were asked to resign. One hundred more did resign.

All those who had been asked to resign are willingly resigning or  
breaking away. Many are breaking away whether they are asked to or not.

My conviction is that there will be more trouble, but probably not on  
a large scale.

Leaders of Sokuji Kikoku
ffity __

They're trying their best to keep this( down. To what extent they will  
succeed I don't know. But that man Vtekayama will continue  to agitate and  
cause trouble. He's insane in that particular way.

What I am afraid of is that in these boys who were released (gamblers )
there will be a certain liJird feeling implanted in their minds throu gh
their arrest and that the grouch will not be released unti l they take
action.

»

Part of laaeH-i ' s Speech

He said, 'This organization is making hoodlums out of the boys here,  
a bunch of gangsters. Are you people who are the fathers and mothers of  
these precious boys going to permit this organization to make hoodlums out  
of your boys?'

The people that I've talked to are very happy over this. It's  
wonderful that this has happened. This is the beginning of the end of  the  
organization.

But I hate to see it disband. With a good leader and organized right  
it would be all right.

In general, the people are rejoicing over the fact.

They trip.d tfi inakt=> a npw start bv ch.



FOOTNOTE,_________________
1“ O ft December 17 the Wester» Defease Command rescinded the  orders KXKiK&K  

excluding Japanese Americans fr©m the West Coast# Oft December 19* tne Newell  
Star aft»©uftced that "the new system will permit the  great majority of pers; as

©f Japanese ancestry t© move freely anywhere in the U. S# that they wish t© g©.n
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I said, 'I f you put in a very good leader you won't have to change the  
name of your organization.'

__ k  i W
The more they trust now the better it will be, because

when they finally find out that he isn't what he says he  is, the  
greater will be the repercussions.

Opening of the Coast l

There has been quite a disturbance here. Of .course we expect that  
quite a number of people will go out. But the majority will remain.

They seem to know that the Army and the WRA will kick them o ut  
anyway. But they're not going out voluntarily.

You'll find probably 99 families out of a hundred are financially  
embarrassed. If they had any kind of work to go to when they leav e,  
that would be some protection, they might not be so worried. But if  
they have no work promised — they will be tremendously worried in their  
minds. You can't blame them for refusing to go out.

I blame the United States government. It ought to know that after  
three years working for a mere pittance, people can't go ou t. frfoany have  
spent their money and are utterly destitute.

If its a single man like me, I could get any kind o f a job. With a  
family that cannot be done. I could do manual work. It it's permitted  
me to go back to the coast, I could jump on any boat and make  my living  
as an ordinary fisherman. Or I could be an accountant. But with those  
who are not trained — — —

Anyway, the United States has done a most disgraceful thing in  
history. It repeats it again. It is one of the blackest t hings in the  
history of the United States.

I'm pretty positive I'll be detained in camp so I have nothing to  
worry about. Financially I'm provided to leave camp and get alon g for a  
year without working.

Hipn— aaked~JCjjrihara how tĵ e  
parole^

-rwou-ld feel about the release of the. eleven boys on

ip  ttje. boys are ̂released, we don't care what- the verdict is.

TALK WITH NOTES

I knew Noyes would be very excited anfl odmmunicative after the trial so went over t o pick  
up what 3/ could. is  - \ \

7 I . \ ]
/ / /  \
/ We, had a long*' conference' with TachibanaXKuratom i, Uchi'4a and Tsuda

/ after the hearing at which /tike it was again .explained why the  men were
being paro(lled/t:o Sanborî . 1 Sjanborn asked Uoh/ida  whether he cquld

\ control hik hoys. He asked\ Ijachibana whether he could control ̂ the
\ situation. ,^hey also aqked^uratomi and^T^uda - and Kai a nd Wakayama

were mer t̂ioned too^ It was explained ifd̂  the leaders of both s ides that
if any incident occurred they would all be responsible.



/"Oa December 27, 70 met, Most of whom were officers of the Sokuji Kikoku

loshi dan or the lokoku Seinea dan were arrested fey the Department of Justice

_

and removed to the detention center at Sata F©« /
„A -1



P  W V / X i f t V /  JL-fiW , mm TT  * X, #  4> U. M

!• John"L Burling, Assistant Director of tine Alien Enemy Contr ol Unit of the  
Justice Department, had been conducting interviews of persons who had  

renounced their citizenship*
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

Kur ihara was not feeling regretful or sympathetic.

They (Department of Justice) made a pretty clean sweep.

I asked if he thought any one in camp would be; capable  of committing murder over this.
He said nobody he knew would except perhaps Tsuî pme-Higashii, who is an unbalanced fanatic, a 

-ftirg*»!**:, incidentally was the man who stormed into Burling's office a nd demanded to be seen.
He is now the new head of the Ho:koku Seinen—dan (young men's organization).

I expect a little trouble. There may be threats made.
Whether they will be carried out, I can't say, but they will  
create fear and unrest throughout the camp.

The Administration may figure that since some of the  
leaders have been picked up, things will quiet down. But I  
think there will be more troubles.

A
As to killing — I doubt very much if tstgtgSuai said that.

He's not that type of person. But undoubtedly, threats have  
been made.

The people have experienced a little fright after the  
incident (last November). They are not starving for  
excitement and will not demonstrate as a mob.

If the gamblers were raided and cleaned out, then the  
Horshi-dan (Resegregation Organization) would come to see that  
they (K*A__and KirfTFFĉ &i) are not dogs. It depends on who the y  
would bag. (%M-

Of course, quite a lot of injustice was done in picking  
up the boys. The boy next door had just joined the Seinen-dan  
and in less than a month he was picked up. His wife is  
pregnant and that causes tremendous worries for her as well as  
him. Although I don't sympathize with none of those boys  
personally.

Prospects In Santa Fe

V\\y^
As far as -TafijuJiaaa and Wafeayaaa are concerned,  I foresee  

if they are quartered in the same barrack in Santa Fe (and  
there probably will be 30 to 50 men in one barrack) I predi ct  
those guys will have a nasty time fighting among themselves.
I sure would like to be there and listen to the argumen ts. It  
will surely be comic. Undoubtedly Xa£|̂ b<e&a will t>TameT  
WaJ— ygfiSa for transforming the organization into a gang of  

v hoodlums and probably Wafcayaaa will blame Ta«fcs&HBRa because he  
didn't-have enough guts. Constantly they will fight among  
themselves. They're caught and in a place where they will  
experience hardships. Leaving their wives and children like  
this, they have lots to worry them.

I suspect something about Hr. Best permitting those boys  
to organize. In Gila, they had a young men's association. They  
were engaged in political matters and harming the peace of the  
camp. Their leaders were sent to Leupp. Afterward Best found  
out there were many more of the (Gila) Seinen-dan who were loyal
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\ ' hJX to the U.S. thaiy those who were not.to t he U.S. than/those who were not. Probably he figured it  
would be a good [thing to have it here too. He consented to

\

would be a good [thing to have it here too.
OkMtgf&h-iaro and Pweeffib-b® to organize their Seinen-dan here. Then  

when these guys (Ho:koku-Seinen-dan) approached, he couldn't  
refuse them. Probably he thought it would be a good thing t oo.
But the doggone thing has grown to such an extent it was a night  
mare for a while.

I would say this, if they didn't have such as person as  
Wateayitaa for a leader or an advisor, that organization would  
have been a wonderful thing. But they had bad leaders so  
radical in nature they wanted'to use the strength of the  
organization to gain their own power.

People are sympathetic with those who were picked up but  
they are rejoicing too. To be sympathetic is natural. And that  
will die out soon. Personally, I think it's a very good  
riddance.

JANUARY 5, 19i*S 

TALK WITI MR. ITABASAI

After asking me what had happened to the seventy we n picked u© and 

who had picked them up, Mr* Itateashi said:

All I wish is jnist peace for the camp. Most people  are glad that the 

extremists were *±x±k taken out. The trouble is, th e cause trouble.

Otherwise I haven't any enmity against them.

When we came from Manzanar we heard that about fcso uEk twenty 

men were to be killed in this camp*

TALK WITH MR. KURIHARA

Kurihara informed me that very few people were believing t he rumors spread about and
KAĤffboflli by the Ho:shi-dan.

yC ----------

Attitude of People Toward Leaving Camp

I have noticed that people are stiffening in their  
attitude. Last week some were saying, 'If they make us  get  
out, we'll go.' Now they are determined not to leave .

If they use force, undoubtedly they will succeed in  
kicking them out, but undoubtedly, there wi]1
It might be possible to get out̂ d pcR £k.a*£)T
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of
I

f flpnp4x if they would pay them a
the damages they have suffered. But the majority of  

have talked to recently, say they're not going out.

part
people

If they do force them to go out that will cause tro uble  
and may start litigation. If any attorney would tak e the case  
on a contingent basis, probably a suit could get start ed.

(Kurihara seemed most enthusiastic and convinced of  the rightness of starting this suit.  
He said a good many people have begun to talk about it  but action has not crystallized. The*  
people do not know whom to ask for advice. He feels that  as things are going the people may  
wait until actual force is put upon them by WRA, at  which time it may be too late.)

Notices Put Out by Ho:shi-dan

I noticed their publications in the latrine. But I don't  
hear any comment. I think the people no longer care  about it.

Bulletins on Information Put Out By WRA

iwfa» h . fai, X
-c an't ask . Jap&aeae ^  ^  '

don ' t

and Rugatemi

Most of them read the bulletins right through and if  they  
understand — all right. Many think they understand bu t  

don't.

GM- Vr
I told Kurihara that I was sure that -#ai and Kwattrm i were going to make another bid for  

political power. He said he knew this, but added:

When they do that they better look out. If they do sti ck  
their heads out so much, they're going to get into d eep water.  
■ Lauda's reputation is particularly bad.

Pick-ups

Many people are ̂speaking very good of the men picked up.  
They say 'They were agitators and trouble-makers.' I t was  
different when I was picked up in Manzanar. 10,000 peop le were  
behind us! They sent gifts to the jail and even to Mo ab.

Kurihara's Hearing

Kurihara told me that he had been called up three times f or a hearing by the Army. The  
second time was a mistake and third time he did not  go. He too has been given an order  
excluding him from the West Coast, the Atlantic Coast and South Arizona.

I could go anywhere else. But my intention is to sta y in  
camp until I'm forced out. If possible, I wish they 'd send me  
to Santa Fe. No matter where it is, they won't get me out  
because I've sworn before hundreds and hundreds of people to  
remain in camp and remain a true Japanese. Does any body think  
I'll go back on my word? Not if I'm a man!

S
(Kurihara also informed me that O^ler had come to se e him this morning, asking him how  

the people felt about leaving camp. Kurihara said he had figured out why (giler finds out so
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little,^ his i nformants do not tell him all the truth. Kurihara can not quite understand this,  
since Oiler's informants, especially I*ragpx. really know what's going on. Kurihara also said  
that O^ler told him that Best would like to have Kurihara v isit him as soon as Best returns  
from San Francisco. Kurihara has heard that Best has s aid that Best will do everything to  
have Kurihara's restriction from the West Coast removed i f Kurihara so desires. But Kurihara  
does not so desire. His last words to me as I left were that he had noticed a definite change  
in the attitude of the people toward leaving camp i n the past week - they had stiffened in  
their resolve not to leave. [Bold as his words were  he looked at me in an insecure and  
pleading fashion, as if he wished that I would pJfe,( rcf"‘1iviLlr™"hiu«4o � stay ~~irTrtheUnited Stages .  

t oJ-h4 t- pmc>nt

agree with him or, perhaps, that I would argue with hit*. I eculd bring myself 
to do neither.7

-"fi“: Wé s-at̂ jMax#̂ 1̂r̂ eitê ^ h e r  in -mes&.
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UNVERIFIED RUMOR OF IMPOSITION OF MARTIAL LAW IN A RELOCATION CENTER

The samp buzzed like a burners nest today with a ru mor that ©we of the 
nas

rel©«atto* ©eaters tarat/risen against the forced © losing and the Ar*$r has imposed 

Martial Law and a ©urfew. Some persons said Minidok a and some said Manzanar. How 

the rumor got started I was unable to find out*

I sailed on Kurihara to see if he had heard. He sai d the people are talking 

of it all over ©amp* Me was rather satisfied with h imself for having predicted 

trouble yesterday. ‘»And Minidoka Is one one of mos t 'U&pXICCQlDegSOlC »loyal» 

©eaters,’» he said, with grim satisfaction.

He feels sure that this news will Buck* help people  make up their minds about 

how to act here.

W^en I ©ailed, Kurihara was busy composing a letter  to Manzaaar toxjooramof 

to inquire what steps they are inikfrx taking there  regarding the compulsory closing. 

He hinted that he would like to have all the ©amps get together and hire some first 

rate lawyer to take up their case.

/""There was no foundation to this rumor.7
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JANUARY 15, 1945

TALK WITH KURIHARA

I asked Kurihara whether i n his op inion KcMSg fcmiii and <i£ai were of real sociological danger  
to the camp. He said "No."

Kurihara also told me he had been interviewed by one of the women (on Bu rling's staff) in  
renouncing his citizenship. She asked him many questions but he held to  his resolution. Now,  
he supposes, it will be up to the Attorney General.

Closing of Camp

People with large families are worrying themselves to  
death. After all the wrongs they have done to the Japanese,  
nothing they do now will do any good. If any kind of troubles  
break out in any of the camps you will see that it will be  
contageous. That will rouse the feelings of the public  
(outside) and then it will not be safe to go out. Right now  
the Japanese are most afraid of the hardships they are going to  
face.

Also, a certain rumor is being circulated that five  
Japanese were killed in Fresno or Stocton. Things like that  
are not good.

I've seen a lot of young boys very anxious to renounce it.  
They are talking a great deal about it now. They aren't  
talking much about relocation.

The people of this camp who renounced their citizenship  
and also wish to expatriate or repatriate should be kept here  
for the duration of the war.

I've heard that 95% of the people in the other camps ha ve  
declared themselves against being relocated, which naturally  
has surprised Mr. Myer and the other officials.

From that standpoint - you can come to the conclusion -  
'Once a Jap, always a Jap.' Regardless as to what the  
Japanese in the other camps said, when it comes to a  
showdown, they are Japanese at heart.

My own bitter experience prior to evacuation, I shall not  
forget. Evacuation was the last straw that broke my patience.  
When I came back after the first world war and walked the  
streets in my uniform, they insulted me and called me a Ja p.

After this war, there may be a real racial war. And the  
Japanese boys who remain here believing they are fully  
Americanized, I'm afraid they're going to meet hell at that  
t ime.

Renunciation of Citizenship
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War Situation

A good many people in this camp strongly believe that the  
tide of the war in the Pacific will change completely. I kno w 
that all throughout the camp, the Japanese have been stating  
this is the turning point of the war. They have led Ameri ca  
into a trap. We are looking forward to the battle of Lu zon  
which is going to be the last chance of the United States ever  
to conquer Japan.

I look to 1945 as the last year of the war. If things g o 
bad for the Allies, June will tell the story.

One of the Ho;shi—dan leaders is coming to see me as to  
why I object to the Ho:shi—dan. I'm prepared to give him  
plenty. Of course it all depends on how he acts. If he a cts  
like a gentleman, I'll treat him like a gentleman. If they  
corrected themselves, they could get somewhere. But if they  
try to bully me, they'll make a mistake.

There are now only two in this block connected with the  
Ho:shi-dan. And there are only eight in block 8.

I heard that a boy wrote from Santa Fe saying, 'After we  
were picked up, and sent away there sure must have been a lot  
of trouble in this camp.' They expected the camp to be turne d 
upside down. But it was very quiet.

No, whether Mr. Burling came or not, the intention of many  
of us from the very start was that we wanted to renounce our  
citizenship. All those who came here came with the intention  
of going to Japan. If they are going to Japan, American  
citizenship is of no use to them. A number of the boys I've  
talked to, they don't care to hold dual citizenship rights and
they want to make it clear on which side of the fence they are  
standing. J

Undoubtedly, pressure from the Ho:shi-dan caused some  
people to renounce their citizenship. As to the number, it is  
very hard to state.

Ho :shi-dan

Letter from Santa Fe

JANUARÏ 3#, 191*5

TALK WITH KURIHARA

Effect of Burling's Visits on Renunciation of Citizenshi

Pressure From the Ho :shi-dan
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Change in Attitude in Leaders of the Ho:shi-dan

A good majority of them are waking up to the fact that  
what the leaders were trying to make them believe was not the  
true Japanese spirit. Then they are worrying. Because in many  
of the blocks about 2/3 of the members have quit the  
organization.

The leaders are getting more sensible. After the first  
bunch were arrested the second bunch who were installed have  
brought up the subject; heretofore we should act more  
reasonably and in a gentlemanly manner. Today they are  
advising the boys not to go around and boast themselves as true  
Japanese just because they belong to the organization. They  
also have decided to conduct the organization in a very  
gentlemanly way. But amongst them there are a few hot-heads  
who still want to parade as if they were true Japanese.

I believe more injustice will be done if most of these men  
were picked up.. I firmly believe the majority of the leaders  
today are more conservative. If they are picked up an  
injustice will be done there. After this bunch is picked up,
I'm almost convinced, probably 99% of the hotheads will be  
picked up. The next bunch will be a more responsible and  
co-operative bunch.

Burling's Proposed Statement

That statement should come out. We Japanese people are  
accustomed to discipline and respect discipline. A stern and  
just administration will find full co-operation.

Leaving Camp

The majority of people in Tule Lake believe they don't  
have to go out. They will not change their minds. Why should  
we come here in the first place if we didn't want to  renounce  
our citizenship? Of course they're staying here.

95% of the residents of the other camps have expressed  
themselves as unwilling to leave the camp. That's a statement  
that came to me in a letter.

(Since I wished to check the reliability of this statement I pressed Kuri hara a little  
farther for the source.)

This was the decision made at a meeting held by the block  
managers. (He would tell me no more.)

(incidentally, I am sure that none of the people in the co lony have any idea how many  
persons have renounced their citizenship. Estimates would probably go as high as 3,00 0, no  
more.)

The true motive behind the renunciation of citizenship is  
that they don't want to get out. They want to remain in ca mp 
for the remainder of the war. When WRA comes to realize the ir  
mistake, it will be too late.
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(Kuri hara had not heard about the rumor that the Departme nt o f Justice would take over  
the camp on the 20th.)

But there is a rumor in camp that the new leaders of the  
Ho:shi-dan were to be picked up on the 21st.

There was no pressure or trouble behind the resignation of  
the officers. I know about that. They wanted to be released  
because they had done their duty and they wanted to give  
somebody else a chance to run the Co-op and see how they like  
it and be informed. Within the board there has been no  
disturbance of disagreement or any heated argument.

We don't want to get out. We want to stay here and nobody  
is going to throw us out.

The people seem free from fear and there is no unrest in  
camp except the rumor that after the next bunch is pic ked up a

me on the free list doesn't mean anything. I have absolutely  
no intention to go out.' If they put me on the free list, I  
may be forced to go out.

Once the Japanese have it in for you, they'll never  
forget.

J~  ' " �� : "  ~ ~  ~  ' : ~ — ---- �
CHAT IN LIBRARY

Whfile talking with several people [Japanese Americans) in the library I found that  
all expected a statement from /the WRA today, having been Informed  that/the government's

aboud Japan wishing to have a^ exchange ^hip refers expecinlly to Tule Lake. I haven't s een  
the statement yet. If it's trpe, feurlipg will have to  change the statement he planned to  
issue, tomorrow or the day afte&. In it, he stated categorically th at the chances for an  
exchange ship were infinitesimal^

Co-op

On Getting Out of Camp

General Feeling in Camp Now

Talk With Best

troubles may

Mr. Best wanted to put me on the free list. I said,  
'Whatever you do I will appreciate it but just because you put

policy I toward Tule would be decided by the 20th.  
heard of any on its way.

No statement has come out and I haven't

EXCHANGE SHIP/NEWS

pie Caucasians are much disturbed by this news. It is being said that the statement
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/“Oa January 2k, Mr, Norden of tine Department of Justice notified  171 male 

members ©f the Resegregation Groups that they were to be interned in two 

days. On the same day he had mimeographed cooies of  a letter to the chair�

man ©f the 86 Hekoku and the ISXX Moshi dan posted in all the messhalls.

In this letter he condemned the activities of the H okoku members and the 

Hosk3. dan elders who "encourage the activities of the young men."

He concluded with the warning that "since these act ivities are intolerable, 

they will kk xxkx  not be tolerated, but on the contrary, will eease. "7 

did not know that Norden had scheduled an interment  and so, on 

January 2£, I went to see my friends the Wakidans, intending to ask them 

how people felt about Norden's statement. 7

On my way to the Wakidas'I noticed people standing about in groups 

and talking. When I knocked on the Wakidas' door, S ally's mother opened 

it, took my arm and quietly pulled me inside. /“Geo rge and Sally made 

signs of silenee and both looked very anxious./ The y tole me the notice of 

another internment had just come out and that the p eople in their block had 

accused them of being inu because I came to visit t hem. I offered to leave 

but they asked me to stay. That afternoon I wrote l etters to my respondents, 

asking them to tell me when I might visit them.

J anuary  ��, �����

LETTER FROM KURIHARA

[/J cl Jz *,  ditto
After my disturbing interview with the Yawaohl-ro-s last Thursday, I wrote to Kurihara  

asking him if it were safe to call.

Dear Miss Hankey:

There is no tensity in camp that warrents caution. At least I do  not feel the need of
it •

Mr. ®wi was released with several others to the rejoicement of many. I know of  two  
others for whom I wanted to intercede, but finally back-out because I came to conclusion
several months of close association with those bunch of hot heads will do them incalculable  
good.

You may call whenever you wish.
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d is se r t a t io n
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Mr. l IkegWand“ t L r o f dMriSD°r s TU]iyef  *9f  ic9Kent of
* th i ng  to us ,  We erne here » i t h ln e  thought I  mind t h. f i s '  ̂ o V ' i a T "

th i s  Center hove a p p ^ d  to » I l i Jf t l l !  °f  th * H i“ is  of

h e a r t ^n d l  , I >  I " 0“ s i t t 9 r s * ’*• h«ve nost pos i t i ve  ly dec la red  ourselves
«w* e , M � w f r " * ! ! ’ * nd *3 J ,p ,nes6  we «««ted to he tre a ted  in every 
WV re sp eo t.  A f te r  we have appl ied for  E x p a t r i a t io n ,  and af t e r  we h a v e�

Lnl|e7i  f n n M n p l s e r "  ^ Uw,t  ths °* S* "SZ # « * » •  he

We »re S S ? »  J  ��� �	 � �
be f reed  for  the dura t ion  of the war. We haveand  T i l l ^ u s e to a  I
t h i s  country in the prosecut ion of t h i s  war.  * ssisfc

.. , At the outbreak of the w a r ^ e r e  branded as unloya is ,  f i f t h  coiumni«**
���� ��� ��  ° V he sfcr™  of these f l im sy  c h i r k s /o ^ a l i i d

;  ; ,V.e" Jh> b!n 8f i t  of * do^ -  NO, that  the country is fac ing  a
c r i t i c a l  snortage m  man-power, she is  not only f o r g e t t i n g  the shame in««
our lab  ̂°n '?f |.°Ur Co” s^ ifcutiona 1 Nights ,  but is  aga in de l ibe ra te  ]y ignoring
has nn ^ f ^ �i ° n 9 wt d901®rat ' ion to sava her miserable c a r c a s s . She a b so lu te !

o d e f in i te  pol ioy* t ike the Democracy she preaches i t  i s  appl ied fa 
s u i t  her conveniences as the occasion re q u i r e s .  appl led t0

w i l l  Ivee r bw1ioed6ri t t o?f I I '  f.0,' arnment had committed is so gre a t ,  nothing 
i  wipe i t  of f  fr om the pages of h i s tor y .  A f te r  three years of

fact H “ 1’ Sh8 I "  tS ,11S US> 66’o p t i o n  of c i t i z ens h ip  in i t s e l f  or the 
f a c t  that  «ny res iden t  has app l ied for  r e p a t r i a t io n  whioh c l e ar l y  i nd icate
i l  i t  H I  10 Japa" ;  w i l l  not he regarded hy any Government Agency as grounds 

for. de ten t ion.  We, who could not be tr u s te d  and were cor ra l led  
ould now be trus ted  even in the defense p lan ts  a f t e r  we have sworn severance 

What a government'. Oh', what a Government’. severance.

We Japanese were economical ly s e l f  suppor t i ng ,  but our economical 
f oundat ion  was up-rooted beyond rep a i r  and af t e r  renderi ng us d e s t i t u te  
through years of serv i tude she plans to c lose and force n t  us out without 
r e p a r a t i o n .  Such is the American jus t ioe  . We had enough of i t .  Therefore 
we n i s e i s  have g lad ly  renounced our Amerioan C i t i z en sh ip .  A r ig h t  on ly in

r i l ,  ThS Ameri° ,R ■Demo“1"a°-/ is  a monstrous mockery!
I t  belongs to the Whites only. I f  is  not f or  me or f or  my k inds .

dam8?ss which we have suf fered are in c a l c u la b le.  The economical 
f oundat ion  which our f a th e r s  have b u i l t  through years of hardships and

e v e l l H f  r S. UP-r° I ed in a meroi less sweep over n ig h t.  I t  has bankrupt 
every one of us to such an ex ten t  that none of us can ever r e - e s t a b l i s h  P 
ourse lves  w i th in  a generat ion  or two.

, , . In Paoe of such p i t i f u l  predioament, the most generous W. E .  A. is  
i H l  the ^A ssentat ion of #25.00 to those who leave the camp

ad of with #4500.00 which is  a mere f r a c t io n  of our l os s .  w t t h i s  be



§ ; i |  1 1

another American Jus t i ce  which w i l l  shame the coming American generat ions 
of t h i s  hypocri te  America,

- I n  my ar t i c l e  en t i t l e d ,  uI is e  is and the u, S. Government,w wr i t t en  a t  
ipupp, Ar izona, during the summer of 1943 c le a r l y  s t a t e s  th a t  when the U. S. 
government come to rea l ize  her mistake, i t  w i l l  be too l a t e .  She has awaken 
from the d a s ta rd ly  e r ro r  committed, but she ignores the damages. In the 
face of such unpardonable e r ro r  d e l ib e ra te l y  committed, doss th is  government 
expect our oo-operat ion to car ry  out her p lan of reloca t ion?  If  there is  
any compunction in her h e a r t ,  le t  her re-imburse our losses now. I f  
America is  re a l l y  and t ru ly  proud of her Democracy, t h i s  is the time to 
r i g h t  the wrong.

We who g lad ly  renounced our a l leg iance to these U. S. were loya l  
before Evacuat ion,  I t  is  a lso true that  the Japanese Government i n s t ru c ts  
us to be loya l  to the country of our b i r t h .  Then what has made us ohanged? 
D iscr im ina t ion  through jea lousy ;  Persecu t ion  through ha tred ;  and f i n a l l y  
depr iv a t io n  of our Const i tu t iona 1 Rights through Evaouat ion, which was the 
las t  straw that  broke our pa t ience .  Who in th i s  world w i th  any spunk of 
manhood in him, wouldn*t?

We Japanese are of a proud race whose cu l tu re  and his to r y  dates  back to 
time immemorial. In due respec t  to those who founded Nippon, we cannot and 
we w i l l  not submit ourselves to Western b igo try  any longer.  We w i l l  uphold 
her t r a d i t i o n  with every ounce of our might. Henceforth, le t  America 
understand and guide her des t iny  w i th  prudence. Even the humble Negroes 
w i l l  some day r i s e .  They too have f i r e  in  t h e i r  b lood. In the face of what 
has been done to us,  we have revo l ted .  Please do not c a l l  us un loya ls .
We are seeking conso la t ion  in the realm of our f a the r lan d  Nippon*

Unshamefully % . Ickes and Mr. Myer speak of jobs ava i lab le  in war
p l a n t s .  Much as we wanted to work and produoe in every l ine of indus t ry ,  we
were turned down with contempt. Now th a t  t h i s  country  has reached the bottom 
of her man power, we are entioed to seek oppo r tun i ties  in  defense plants, 
enemy—a l iens  or no t .  Our day of app rec ia t ion  is over .  We care not to work.
Xpt t h i s  nat ion su f fe r  in the mire of her making, never to r i se  again*

We and the world know th a t  Amerioa is  bankrupt,  p i ti f u l l y  short  of 
man-power and is  on the verge of c o l la p se .  There is no reason why we should 
now come to her ass is tance  and save her from na t iona l  hum i l ia t io n .  We view 
i t  w i th  deep s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I t  w i l l  be an ac t  of meroy i f  we only could help 
bo end her agony with a l i t t l e  push*
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On A t t i tu d e  of Ho;koku Young Men

We've ta lk ed  to  them but they d o n 't  want to b e l ie v e.  They 
ge t so arrogan t and stubborn. We've ta lked  to  them. They th in k  
i t ' s  a g re a t  ch iv a l ro us  th ing  to  do. They do n 't  want to  b e l iev e  
what we t e l l  them. They must f ind  i t  otLt f or  them selves.

K urihara to ld  me th a t  S&4eaya®a, whom, I  b e l ie v e ,  was one of 
the Ho:koku of f i c e r s  was a decent boy and r e a l l y  sho u ld n 't  have 
been taken.

On fenfada -  New P res iden t of Ho:koku Se in in-dan

I hear th a t  he th rea ten ed  to  k ick  each and every boy out of 
the org an iza t io n  if  they continued to  make troub le  and make 
th r e a ts .  In a way, i t  looks to me as i f  h e 's  the type which w i l l  
cooperate  w ith  the A dm in is tra t ion  or he may be forced by the 
members to c ar ry  on the a c t i v i t i es  in  such a manner as to  h u r t  
the fe e l in g  o f  the a u th o r i t i e s .  He made th a t  s tatement a t  the
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time he took office.

Those boys have plenty to learn. Six months or a year in a  
concentration camp will do them lots of good. That is - if they  
learn how to behave. Of course, some will go bad and be 
worthless. With some it will make a man out of them.

The reaction this time is_  different. The people don’t seem  
to give any thought to it. They are sort of nonchalant . They  
don't seem to be worried or don't seem to care. Many of them an  
rejoicing. Many of them are saying, 'It's good for the m; they  
asked for it.' In fact, though I shouldn't say this, som e say,  
'Bakatari.'

I asked for the translation to this, and after some hesitation, Kurih ara said it meant,  
"Damn Fools."

Maybe they're leaving school to have a good time. They like  
to run around. Under such conditions as in the camp today,  
probably their surroundings and monotonous life must have caused  
them to say, 'I don't give a damn.' They have no definite  
purpose or ambitions.

The fact that the Japanese government said that the exchange  
was to be with people from Tule Lake had great effect on the  
people in the other camps. They are going to take people from  
Tule Lakel They used to say the people who came to Tule Lake  
were fools. Now I think we're not fools, we're wise.

^  /xAit**xnfch*nxni«x rhs llllin« »lixtllf ~
fMany of my respondeats were distrubei by the "mass piak -up" ©f January 2iu  

Some e-JSfeham warned me that the earn® was full cf  rumors. They were  

moat eoneeraed e x  about the rumor that young men who did not join the H okoku

sent to Santa Fe* On February ¡PCX 11, the SXiii Departmen t ©f Justxee arpgfit
\\ V

l

Different Reaction With This Later Pick-up

Everything is very quiet.

Highschool Students Leaving

Reaction to Exchange News

starred about (si:x weeks ago  
Coast. / I

/ \ 1 a nd intelligent teacher/told me that the exudus frptn the high school
ed about (S/ix weeks ago. That, would tie it in more closely with ttfc opening of t&e West  

- /  //, :^4*&i**~**r*v) 11 1

would be drafted and a baut the rumor that any pers on
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©rdered the arrest ©f 6£0 members ©f the Resegregation Groups#

Oft this occasion the president ©f the Hckoka was a uth©rized t© call aft

emergency meeting of the members. Answering bule ca lls, the young men ©f 

tlae organization assembled immediately and each ©f  these listed f©r 

removal aceepted/i personal notice ®f internment.1 

1# nThe ¡Spoilage,H pa 3̂*/

°* thn Am i  ci (*»** l - t-ke WRA Internal Seeurity raided the headquarters  ®f the 

Resegregation Groups, confiscating a Japanese flag,  Japanese pesters, tinsxsxtsx 

a safe, and ether materials.^
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

Those rumors are being heard throughout the camp. It has  
a tremendous effect. People are joining the Ho:koku. It s  
going over like a wild fire. Those who were strongly opposed  
to the Ho:koku are trying everything to get in it. The  
membership is growing by leaps and bounds.

The membership was decreasing very rapidly but this rumor  
in the form of propaganda has spread throughout the camp. It  

' began about Saturday morning.

Several people have come around to see me and ask for  
advice. Instead of giving them advice I gave them hell for
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( Che—f̂ lJLowiag is all" verbatim)

not being able to judge the situation for themselves. Because it's no thing but  
outright lies which ordinary common sense would tell.

The people are in a quandary and don't know what to do. They j ust follow the  
mob. I told them, 'You're group are like a bunch of sheep. '

Reaction To Latest Big Pick-up ^  V

There doesn't seem to be anybody grieving about it.

An Americanization program will create a tremendous reaction against the  
Administration. Everybody will rise against it.

They're getting serious on those things too late. If they are going to try  
some drastic methods in stopping it, they will find opposition. If any Japane se  
steps away from the Ho:koku he will be called a hikekumin (unpatrioti c) —a traitor  
to Japan.

WRA doesn't want to understand the Japanese people and doesn't study them  
enough. If a man hasn't any knowledge of people, he will continual ly make  
mistakes.

The hold of the Ho :koku is very strong now. They have taken root.  The  
Administration must see that fact right now, because this thing  is contageous.  
Other camps are getting excited about it too. To what extent they will follow, I  
don't know. The nearer the day approaches to leave the camp, the group wil l  
solidify itself and there will be trouble.

A statement should be made that such rumors spreading in th e camp are not  
true, that those who have renounced their citizenship will be recognized as aliens  
and will not be drafted. That should be made to ease the feelin gs of the people  
here.

I wouldn't blame any of the parents here for not wanting to have their son s 
serve in the United States Army. To prevent that they will go to any extent.  
These parents are advising their sons to join the Ho:koku-dan to avoid being  
drafted. They are taking'the safer side.

I gave those parents hell for being so jittering and not having a mind of  
their own. Renunciation is the only idea. Parents want their sons and daughter s  
to renounce so that they can go to Japan with them. It' s fantastic in a way. I  
believe it's in the blood of those boys that they will stick wit h their own  
kind.

Another rumor which has brought on this change of mind is that whoever joins  
the Ho:koku-dan will be the first to go to Japan.

If the exchange ship were to come and would take back only those who  have  
stayed here quietly and obeyed the laws - boy - it will be a blow to th e Horkoku.

Picking Up The Women

It will be a nice thing. I shouldn't say so because it sound s cruel. I was  
surprised that some of the women should take such an active p art. If they are  
picked up I believe they will resign from the Ho:koku.
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Some o f the men in this camp should be picked up and  
confined for the good of the Japanese people as a whole, for  
the good of the camp and for the Japanese.

The trouble with most of the Japanese in this camp or in  
- - :'any other camp is that their mind is not made up. They swing  

from one side to the other. They will fluctuate.

A man from Santa Fe brought back the news that the boys  
sent there have already divided into two and are asking for  
resegregation. They will fight unendingly and continuously.

A very decent hard working boy was picked up in our  
block. He was very pleasant and easy to get along with. I  
asked him if he belonged to the Ho:koku. He said 'Yes, I  
belonged but I didn't partake in any of their activities.'
'Why didn't you resign?' I said. 'I didn't think it w as  
necessary,' he said.

Another reason I think many of the young boys are joining  
is that when they leave here hundreds and hundreds of people  
come out to see them out. It gives them such a chivalrous  
feeling, seeing the boys being sent away with such a big  
farewell and such public acclaim. 'I must be the next one and  
be that way,' they say. That's a crazy idea which I don't  
see. Young boys' blood boils like that.

Remarkable Statement on Ambivalance

Kurihara also told me that Efcpnjhad been to see him and told hi m that he was really afraid  
to go back to block 59 and live there. Kurihara invited him to com e and live with him, but  

3S& is still sticking it out in block 59.

dirti* Í J  *+£■

Kurihara invited him to come and live with him, but

Kuriharaj then to ld  me th a t  Shima’da*, who was a r re s te d  in  th e lk n if i n g  case severa l!  months 
ago, was Wakayam a's r i g h t  hand man and had lead the beat ings of b ro th er ,  and
of Aritirka and I told Kurihara that SMawrda was scheduled to go out of camp on the
next trip.\ Kuriharaj said,

Aknifing case several months  
■HaAnMfti * s brother, IpSECr mo  to ato and

ip.\ Kurihara
•  I r i  i

Thereupon he went to the back of his room and pulled out from the corner the wickedest looking  
weapon I have ever seen. It was a bludgeon with a piece of curved pipe attached to it by a  

told me that he carried this with him whenever he went to his Japanese military  
8inging classes, since he knew that since came back fro m jail, Sh-imada was going to
take it out on him. He also told me that the two large  rocks on his desk (about the size of  
baseballs) could be used in case of attack. On the shelf near at hand was another convenient  
pile of rocks. Shimsda must indeed be a bad egg.

weapon I have ever seen.

pile of rocks.

cord. He told me that i  
singing classes, since  
take it out on him. He

Thereupon he asked me to buy him half a dozen shirts and two towe ls in Klamath Falls  
which I said I would do at the earliest opportunity.
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TALK WITH MR. GOODMAN, PROJECT ATTORNEY

I we nt to see ŝ jv. toldvhim about the rumors* a-ad pa-g-ggd on
f ftf* ft a  i . Noyes was in  a recep t ive  mood and s ta ted  th a t  a proper
statem ent would come out in the next Newell S tar which w i l l /b e  re leased  Thursday. The 
Department of J u s t ic e  has a lso  prepared a sta tem ent. Najf»c a lso  informed me th a t  he had met 
w ith the of f i c e rs  of the Ho;shi-dan and the Ho:koku-dan th is  morning (these  are  new of f i c e r s ) .  
The men appeared to be u t t er l y  stunned by the ra id  of Monday n ig h t.  He was a lso  impressed 
w ith the inf orm ation th a t  people were s t i l l  worried about what would happen to them af t e r  
January 1, of 1946. He to ld  me th a t  the A dm in istra tion  here had asked for  a c le a r  statement 
from Myer s ta t in g  th a t  the people in Tule Lake were not to be pushed out a t  a l l . But Myer had

"Why are  they unlaw fu l?", they asked, saying th a t  they had received no warning, «eyers 
asked them i f  they had not read ' s s ta tem ent. They said  they had not read i t  because
i t  had been to rn  down from the messhall\ board .

ttoysis told me several times t hat they appeared stu nned and dumb founded, i mey nad immediately  
sent telegrams to the Spanish Consul about the raid , which was how Nodes' got the names of  
their newest officers. MinQxu,lliiiakî s_,m îjleî Q .f.,tlie^
p̂e*xtl?enlr̂ f~'̂CTT§k̂Hô “Shi*!i!d-aa. told the gr oup of officers that if they would go back to
the colony, dissolve their Organization, and live a s peaceful citizens, everything would be  

all right.

They asked if they could continue their exercises. Noy es stated that exercises of  
militaristic character would not be permitted. Any exercis ing they wished to do with the  
approval of Community Activities would be all right .

He also told the men that the women might be picked u p and that they would be put in separate  
internment camps and not reunited with their families .

The group asked for the return of ̂ their beautiful Japanese flag and when they were told  
this could not be granted they asked Ne#»« to burn it in their presence. They have refused to  
open the safe, until they hear from Washington about the dis position of the flag. One of the  
signs picked up in the Ho :shi-dan headquarters stated  that it was not permissable to speak  
English there and that any violator would be fined at th e rate of one cent a word.

come back w ith the compromise statem ent of Janaury 29, which appears to have done l i t t l e  i f
any good.

The Ho:shi-dan men wished to know why their office had been raided.

Because your activities are unlawful, said

i h r * ™
Yes

--- . (*V l***
said  Ngggg, By members of your o rgan iza t ion .

If you are true Japanese, he said, you are going to  help  
your people live in peace and security.

Bugle playing and ceremonies are going to cease. Yo u 
ask me how, but I'm just warning you.

There is not going to be any Ho:shi-dan or any Ho:kok u-dan.  
It’s all over.

Xheafternotwrl^^ .not have the

f'Sn



FEBRUARY 19, 19kS

£~0a February 19, I made the following ©©»ment in my notes*7

The activities ©f the Hokeku have by n© means quiet ed down# On the «©ntrary 

they have become noisier than ever. Long and loud e arly merniag fea±g bugling 

continues and ©@©asi©nally the group drills in mid- afternoon, The Number ©f partici�

pants, hmwn»BKÿm is, however, depleted, Mr, Wilson of Internal Security tells me 

he counted about 65 in the afternoon drill, and man y ®f these were ©hildreR,7
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FEBRUARY 20, 1945

TALK WITH KURIHARA

Kurlhara opened the talk by giving me a letter to Mr* Best, which cleared the stat us of a

boy whom Kurlhara said,

had been high pressured into joining the Ho:koku and  
was now afraid that his name had not been taken off the  
membership rolls.

This last bunch who joined the Ho:koku-dan joined  
mainly to escape the draft* In Manzanar it is really bad.

Yesterday I was snooping around In the Manzanar  
district. The point is, that some of the boys in that  
district are smart. Some of them when they found out that  
they had been misled, they were going to beat up those who  
had told them the falsehoods. They had a block meeting in  
block 76 to prevent the boys from beating up the agitators.

I heard 50 had been sent to jail. So far I have heard  
no objections to the jailing.

Mr. Rothatein^issued a statement w m c h  cleared the  
doubts among many people. On account of that, many have  
been reconsidering and quitting the organization.

Effect of First Raid on Hotkoku Headquarters - February 12

Many people who are against the Hotkoku - I hear they  
are glad it was done. It scared some of the Issei too. Man y  
Issei who were advising the Ho:koku are resigning or wanting  
to resign. As I see it, those people who have been pulling  
strings from the rear ought to be sent away regardless of  
whether they resign or not.

The meeting about beating up the agitators came about  
because of Mr. Rfr-tlw igTYt*s statement - it was held the day  
before yesterday (Sunday) in block 76.

I heard quite a number are applying for parole. I was

paroled, half a dozen or a dozen or so can come back to camp  
- those who are nice boys. They’ll spread the news of w hat  
took place in Santa Fe after they got there. That will help  
the parents here to make up their minds, regarding their

Kurihara had been present at the raid. He said

Effect of Statement

S v

Fate of Persons in Santa Fe

going to suggest this: if any of them are going to be
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sons. T he people here really do n’t know what Sa nta Fe is  
like. They thi nk it is a fine, safe place for their sons.  
When they hear the true story, they’ll think twice.

Kurihara too, Blames Recent Panic on Issei

boy wrier; :̂ r_r. �.r i ¿¿-It’s the Isseis who are at fault right now an d I know
in many cases the sons and daughters signed up although they  
had made up their minds not to join. The parents are forcing  

-them to join through pressure.

fj

Kurihara then made a few minor corrections or rather suggestions in the manuscript I had  
allowed him to read. I asked him about the mysterious threat made after  the murder of Ititorn!  
and he loosened up so far as to tell me that the threa t was made by Wakayama to his henchmen
and that it leaked around pretty fast and that it was a specific threatlagainst the life of a
Caucasian should the verdict of the Okamoto court martial be unfavorabl e^ For this reason,  
Kurihara had warned me. [See fieldnotes, July 4 and July 17.]

Wakayama’s and ^achibaaa ’s Activities of August October 1944

\X I t\tK
Jiateaystma and Tadtibana spoke in the mess halls and the  

auditorium and they appeared to be great speakers and well
educated. They had the cleverness of fooling the Isseis
with their manner of thinking. The Isseis fell in love wi th  
their way of expressing themselves - so like a great man  
that they thought they were great men. Many believe in t hem 
very sincerely. Thfere is where most of the fault is.

Activities in Santa Fe

Yesterday I heard that men sent to Santa Fe from the  
Hotkoku are writing to their families here, asking them to  
apply for transfer to Crystal City.

The people should be informed of the delay in rejoining  
their families and it will make them stop and think. It ’s  
fairer to give them a good warning first, than to have  
them get in a mess and treat them cruelly thereafter.

I also heard that they have moved food for 150 men into  
block 99.

(This may mean another pick-up or it may be preparations for housing Hotkoku people in  
the new stockade.) C .

Kurihara then gave me two articles he had written over the week -end.
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

I asked Kurihara about the rumor o f the boys from Santa Fe returning here. He  
corroborated it:

The boys in Santa Fe say they expect'to be back in camp  
within a month. That rumor has been circulating for a week  
or more. Where do they get that idea? I' ve heard quite a  
few have applied for parole.

If it's possible to bring back ten or twelve boys to  
the camp they will spread the disagreement among themselves,  
how they acted. They really weren't acting as true  
Japanese. By giving the rest of the boys in camp such  
information, these boys here would stop to think. It will  
help them to make up their mind.

That was my experience when I was in Moab and Leupp,  
that the officials made a big mistake not to send some of  
the boys back to the centers. There was disagreement among  
the boys in Moab who came from the various centers. I've  
noticed each and every group has split in two and fought  
among themselves.
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The officials at Santa Fe or Bismark ought to know  
whether those persons should be sent back. They could check  
their names.

That is true as far as affection and respect for the  
old country is concerned. But — how many of the Japanese  
in this country would be willing to enter the Army and die  
for the emperor or would be willing to give their lives as  
is the duty of every Japanese civilian?

Kurihara took this like a man, thought a minute and said,

You’re right. Then he said:

The Issei are really on the fence. If it looks as if  
Japan is going to win - they jump to Japan. If it looks as  
though things will go the other way, they will jump the  
other way. To speak honestly, I was surprised to see how  
many Japanese can’t make up their minds what they are going  
to do.

Many Issei and families are forcing their sons to join  
the Ho:koku-dan merely to escape the draft. I told them,  
when they get back to Japan they will use some means to keep  
their sons out of the Japanese Army. They were very  
surprised to hear me say that.

Are they going to permit the boys in Santa Fe and  
Bismark to relocate under parole if they should apply?

I asked Ruriahra what led him to ask me this question.

I think 50% of them will try to get out within the next  
six months. I predicted this, and if the government is not  
going to let them out, why my prediction won’t count. If  
they are let out, when the leaders get to Japan, they’re  
going to have a terrible time to explain.

job as Co-op treasurer. Fujisawa and S ? asked me

Discussion on Ambivalence

We now went into a discussion on "loyalty" and here I really had to respect  Kurihara more  
than ever for his honesty. I had made the statement in a recent p art of ray manuscript that  
at least 90% of the people professing loyalty to Japan were not really loyal. I sa id Kurihara  
might differ with me. He did, going into quite a speech and insisting that 85% of the  
Japanese in this country were loyal to Japan. I said,

Internments and Relocation

Wakayama», and the Co-op

What really happened
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to take it, I was about to take it when Mr. F«jirawa came  
out with the statement, ’I ’ve spoken to Mr. Wakayama with^  
regard to your appointment and he OKed it.* So I made up  
my mind I ’m not accepting it. I said to myself, ’Why must I  
be approved by Mr• Wakayama- to get the j ob? * If such is th e 
case and people believe it must be so, I turned it down  

flat. K  \M-

Ki M *  -
Then I also know that Wakayama had quite a number or  

henchmen - between twenty and fifty - who called themselves  
the Seigi-dan. That means a group which fights for justice.
(Here I could not help breaking into laughter in which  
Kurihara joined.) He had this bunch here to back up  
anything the officials of the Co-op said or did. They were  

''the  strong arm which^akaystl&a was going to use so that what  
he wanted to do through the officials of the Co-op would be  
turned out. This bunch, the Seigi-dan was composed of San  
Pedro boys. So when he intended to give me a little  
thrashing, this bunch, knowing me, had refused to carry out  

his order.

Mr. 5nirnyamn at that time made the statement that if  
✓ »Wakayama gave the order to come and beat me up he wi ll  

d@fend me with his life. He was assistant block manager in  
82, a young fellow, and dragged into the Ho:koku.

Wafe^ma^was trying to be a Toyama MLtsuru here.(l)

In messhall 8, Mr. I-s&igama stated (in late October) l ^  
that the organization (Horkoku) wasn't for Mr. Wakayama and  
that he didn't have anything to do with it. And also at  
the meeting in block 4 (October 21) Mr. Taehibarfla stated  
that the organization didn't belong to Wafeajsama. ^

^  K  C

����	� ��� �����

TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI

I talked to Kurihara the other day. We talked about how  
the whole country is against the Japanese. Some (®f A m ^ ica  
people) go so far as to say that both the Issei and Nise  
ought to be shipped back to Japan. But si t  e e e ^  
Government wants to keep as many Japanese as p •
don't understand why. This anti-Japanese sentiment will  

become worse and worse as the war drags on.
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� �0� Mar«k  U, ttec Department ®f Justiee jodönoEeot arrested and is ter nine ut 

additional 165 mea*7
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TALK WITH KURIHARA

Kurihara told me that there were several questio ns he wanted to ask me. They concerned  
some very strong rumors w hich had arisen in t he past few days.

Vf\ ka
The prevailing rumor is that Wakayirffa has made an  

application to be returned to Tule Lake. There is also a  
rumor that Reverend issfca has already left Santa Fe - has  
relocated.

I had two persons visiting me this morning. Both  
mentioned these rumors. They wanted my opinion of the  
Ho:koku-dan and the Hotshi-dan. They were contemplating  
leaving the organization. They brought up the rumor. I told  
them that if Wakayama comes back I ’m going to see him directly  
myself.

Letters From Santa Fe

They even write back here that they are carrying on  
exercises as they used to have them here in camp.

Reaction To Salt Lake City Conference

The request made by the delegates to the Utah conference  
appeared in the Japanese newspaper. They brought out  
definitely from the Japanese point of view that they were not  
going to leave camp. I could see what’s really back of it.  
Mr. Myer is very foolish if he thinks that they intend to  
leave.

Rumor of Next Pickup

The rumor in camp is that sometime soon 800 to 1000  
people will be picked up. They’ve been saying we’re  
going to have it before the 18th of this month.

Results Which May Follow If There Are No More Pick-ups

I asked Kurihara what might happen if no more pick-ups were made:

If there are no more pick-ups, from what I know, many of  
them are deserting the organization. I think the trend of  
desertion will go further as the days go on. Right now, even  
a good many of the former members are joining the opposition,  
Instead of favoring it. Even some of my friends in block 82  
have left. That is now the hot seat of the organization. I  
have many friends there who are leaving the organization. It  
swung from [block] 54 to 82 after the raid.
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Yamato Seinen-dan
" CLJ tO

Reverend fefi has been known to have that dream of the  
Yamato Seinen-dan for some time. Perhaps he mentioned it and  
people took it for granted that he had started it. Just  
before March 2, when the Hotkoku started propaganda that the  
boys will be drafted, a party who wanted to join the  
Hotshi-dan was refused, because before that he had severely  
criticised the organization. Just to evade the draft, this  
father wanted to have his sons join. When the Hotkoku refused  
them they got kind of excited and started looking for the  
Yamato Seinen-dan to get in with that organization. We have  
one in this block whose sons were refused by the Ho:shi-dan.  
Maybe that’s how the rumor started.

f&tadanai was Xsud« * s bodyguard•

Hotkoku and Relocation

If any of the Ho;koku-dan or Ho:shi-dan people relocate,  
the truth ought to be told to the people immediately. Many of  

them will get disgusted then.

Relocation

If I were them (WRA) I would tell the Japanese people,
'tfe’re going to give you the last ̂ chance. If you don t ge t jj  
out now, nobody will be let out for the duration of the war.

The reasons they want to stay until the end of the war?
One reason is that they’re afraid to go out. They figure if  
the war ends, they can’t help it and they must get out. The  
second reason is they don’t want to go to help produce.
That is the main reason the Japanese remain in the other  
centers and don’t go out is that they will not contribute to  
the successful prosecution of this war. Even though they  
might have said Yes-Yes, when it comes down to leaving the  
centers, they refuse because they don’t want to help produce.

Kurihara agreed with me that the center is getting more peaceful every day.

How To Really Stop The Hotkoku

The way to have stopped the Hotkoku at the beginning was  
to say that all who joined the Hotkoku were doing it to avoid  
the draft. Therefore we are going to draft all the Hotkoku  
people first - or else send them to Japan immediately so they  
can be drafted there.

If they had said that, those who started the  
organization would really have been beaten up.
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£"0n Marefc 16 tine W RA anneunced that al̂ kesegreaticnist activities wer e unlawful 

and punishable by imprisenment;

It has been the WRA policy at the Tula Lake Center t© permit Japanese 

Shryfrarfr g©cial and eultural activities except wh en they lead t© disturbing 

the peace ©f the crmmunity. IXIixlhnannnih This policy will ecntinue 

in effect* H©wever, activities which are carried ©n  under the xx guise 

©f steial ©r eultural objectives and which lead dir eetly ©r indirectly 

through inducement, persuasion, «©ereien, ©r intimi dation and ©ther 

action in the promotion ©f Japanese nationalistic a nd anti-Ameriean 

activités, and the disruption ®f peace and security  within the center, 

whether by individuals, grcups ©r ©rganizaticns, wi ll net be 

tolerated* 7

1* Tuie Lake Segregation Center, Special Project Re gulations, March 16,
19UU.

MARCH 17, 19U£

TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI 

Anncuncement ©f 3tx "Regulations'*

Well, o f course, everybody cook it as a matter of course. I hope the polic e 
will arrest the leaders.

I was wondering why the Administration didn't put out a notice (to stop  
Ho :koku). I rather thought it was a trick to make the camp residents do something  
which the Administration doesn't wish. The administration has absolute power over  
the camp. They have the U.S. Army behind them. They can do anything they pl ease.  
Why don't they put a stop to it? They simply ask them, 'P lease, don't do it.'
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MARCH XXXIX 17, 19h5

F  A fter éiseussitg the situation in the ©am® at issue length, I telé Mr*

Itabashi that I haé hearé that Mr* Yamashita haé be en ®la®eé on the garbage  

éetail in Santa Fe* He said:/

He belongs there.

/“He then telé me that he haé saiisat visited Mr. Yamashita after he (Itabashi)  
had been beaten*/

I talked for two hours with^taekünrna after I was struck . A few days after I  
was struck I heard a rumor that those who attacked me »were members of the  
Ho:shi-dan. Immediately, I wanted to talk with both Wawffitma  and Ta-ebibaná  ̂ but I  
had no connection. I had interviewed Ta.fijfri.kana in Social  Welfare when he applied  
for assistance. I asked the Horshi—dan /representative in this  block to introduce  
me to both of them on Saturday. t k

\J \ The next morning three representatives came to my place instead of  Wakayama  
and TtfSteiba-rta. I told them my opinion on how we should behave in this camp. By  
making trouble we gain nothing, we only cause suffering of th e young people, the  
women and children. You Issei want to take the young Nise i with you to Japan and  
while here, train them so they can be of some use. How c an we train them by making  
unreasonable demands or just agitating them? While we are in camp we should ad just  
ourselves to this circumstance. I talked about an hour and a half.  None of them  
could answer with one word of protest to my sayings. They just sai d, 'Yes, Yes.'

jy

Put to work on garbage crev at Santa Fe. ]


