


Confidential

* ONE WAY. TS OBSERVATION OF YmiTE RIVER VALLEY SITUATION

. S , .. 1945
T i I tr. s

If Locadi y: Renton, ri. llia@;0"Brien, and Kent,. Washington
4 ...

$1.. People interviewed . yi® Relocation Supervisors (in Seattle)

- .témg er, Grocery Store i
.;."QumQr, Hardware Store 1

~BjStrLtcer 1 2
Supermtendent of Schools 1

Principal, Grade School 1

yeens Iv: lister 3
. Housewife B 1

le Real Esta e man 1

I N a, Ex-tmayor L. e e : 1
General Stores, restaurants, garages e

*111* It is regretted that Auburn, Sumner, and a few ,otHer. opirpurii~ties could
. 110 .be covered .and a™ga : Jia he local farmers. ,\ land-owners could, net
be contacted. LW -

'V*  Defini 3ly certain is "the fac has our long-111116 friends have remained
, Friends. Nei her ;the ~vacua ipn nor any ]Jling wh4ch ¥ ilLo™ed it has.
. changed their friendship towards us, | 1is gratifying t know that
= the clergy by and lar . been aking a firm sttind in"fav6r of the
returning of he evacuees .ad have not hesitated to ivde public pro-
nouncements that effec = n ur friends,” however, unanimously and
consistently advise us not. o returix .to the Valley for a. little while
because the sentiment..is .stall a little too rough. They say any
Japanese who is,making a..living somehow elsewhere might" s well stay
.out of the Valley for. the. time being# ..
Thsy all agree that only, a handfvl of .people are agitating'”the entire
~ . Valley out of..sel”sh. motives/ and. the majority of the people .are
aware of i j therefore,, he”all agree , h?/b.if back,
* he rUy %  pt: hem withoii "difHcui
are afraii that the a"gi ators might do sbhStHin r ic 1.. ; thi Ffirst
. Few. ret™ M\ - #ptnpse. .. 489ur. . fr;7end457thQy. s. ayJItty,. dar p,nQt
adirise”s ,»,.Q Ne i“to. augh 9 situation, 7/ =Tt |

According to “php man* s observation” ,iHe economic motive is riot the
only c?use.. 1ihe war.. i”splf has .contributed a great deal to the
mdevelopmeni; o F i-tjapaji e. ntiiileyrt, dsppcially anong the pela-—
. tives and friends,. of tho™e who have become war casualties iA -the
Eacifip war* Of q ur_se, in.this mtype of "an"t!ll sent;imerrb is always
found the \rtrfer contusion $ Japanese,.. he. and he Japanese
in he Uni ed States* "

i was
impossible to do a3ayt™ng. .with or dbout. them within* 9.uch a short" spaco of time;
furthermore, v/hat tliey or a iijg was "ell"/uii”erstopd

mrxox n Vv o e/ 1 : o

. * r,- T



According to another man” observation, a few Nisei came back, pri-
marily to look around but with a chip on their shoulder» They are
no bad people nor morally undesire™bl® Bu .from "the standpoin of
public relations they were not the right kind of people# They
antagonized, "the local people and made *the situation very much worse#

Activities of the Remember Tearl Hai-bor League- ai”e causing sheer dis-
gust among the intelligent citizens, who, however, have not been very
articulate in expres™i&g tMfeir views At the same,time, it is frankly
ah i"fcbd "that the League has ot fsiiled " pib a lot of pressure upon
he local people in he anti-Japanese. dire "tiaii by way of intimidation
Amon he dealers of fer ilizers, seed, e and "the buyers of farm
produce is an agreement that they would not either sell to or buy from
Japanese farmers, and any Gne "Wt) shows willingness o deal wr''fch
Japanese is instantly boycotted by the others and by all the producers
By he same token, the land-owners are opposed. o renting heir land
0 Japanese farmers, not that they all hate Japanese farmers, "hut
because they are sifraid o be boyco ed .by. heir fsllow/ citizens#

At present his intimida ion me hod is very effective and proving

> esuccessful mainly because there is no Japanese farmer -around to deal.

fev

wi h 1 will ''e g ffec 1ve only when there are enough Japa-

nese farmers producing enough goods o make it u "fcaiymdsi. Hly. no
deal wi h them*
» W - - - .n |

Sizing up—the si uaofclcn r—I34t\,e reached the conciusi. o atthat .. atthe.
earliest possible, date a -religious and/or civic lIsad™"-or leaders

" from among he evaeu ted Japanese must re urn to the Valley to pre_

..pare for he returnlng of the evacueese
-, m eV . o me EE e s [ L T-
1) As long as Japanese stay away from ths Valley, the anti-Japanese
movement, especially by -waf of intimidating the good and decent”
/citizens who are friends 6f J&panese, will no ceasee In order
ha ,our friendsn could prove-their stand to be true” just, and
right, "weu must no o111y be talked o/bout but also mus ‘ke cdc ually
~and constantly seen. An Mantiu movement against a group image
without real people who belong to the group is extremely eH"ective,
bu efforts to coimtei*dc 1 ewi never be effec ivit as long as the
arguments for,Br.agal iid Gl mt rer-iciln he siterei of*" th) abstract™ *©
A ] f f Jj < Em
2) The first:fdl Jetuming. @AJILCEID must neces i_. .
culties and possibly intiiftidation of one kind or an3the™ e<Ev/n; ~
though he Government agencies, especially Fe>WRA, are giving
thsir assurances 6F ~rdts6tion®of not only their 6if*">and property
but also their business, :theyli i r need moralmsXippor beGause”
until some one returns therei those- assurances:remain "‘untestad"
andm heir* 11631 ; ;1 1A(161113 .11 D6 ' a certain extent justi-
fied. The presence ond ac ivi ies of a leaded from among their .-
Twiwill be rea®s. sucing. o . Jlela=". )"... 2%.:.".

3) Our friends in the Valiev also need s rong mora; supppr = The....
local leada-rs, “reli"gi-ous oivid 1must -have -a focal point -in

. rd: 6r-derthattheyway...mdG..ani...ayn ize d”, effort “foe™

leader will. p ovide “/tliemwi h t i : s . L]

leaders become better organized®™ and articulate, the local land-
owners, dealers, and people oli he stree will be free from the
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intimidatioii of nantiu people#
. oA = e - .

4) Sponer av. later somebody inUst .re urii here ..Ad br.eaic the si ua—

ion* On one hand, it seems to me that the loyger s-tay away he.
worse the situation grows* On the other hand? the closing of the
relocae ion centers make @u* Isituationexceediri/Mly. Tiiroinertb* We
cannot be oomlacent JLy. skying n hose who are sB. dineholw™meking a living
elsewhere may well s ay viPiere they, now arel beo6iusera *‘large number
of people will have no"place, to make a living after December 31, 1945
As 0 he evacuees from hg Whi e River \cilley, a few remarks are in
order = _
1) There are only a small number of Japanese whd @G/n:property in he
Valley. Most of. hem pdve oJdready re ocated smiemMlier.e or.ano her*
Most, of . them however j,a*e anxious o0 return o"tkeir® own homese
But.at zhe same iIiiediikey can afford o mark, te": if they..hae <to,
for. hey ctre making:a livin on heir om* .Most of hem*“fd\e.made
a visit to he Valiev 0"jdok into the situation arid hav® been: ad-

vised tp stay away for the tlme being. B
2) The majority of the people (approxmately 50 fannles) Who used— -
0 be eimn fTamers. .are". iliGdy located a Jea .Moim ain. Relocation
Center = Most of their grown-up sons are naw in he Uni ed States
Army - on whom the eirtire. family have o depend in order that they
may make a decent sopt.df.. iving as farmers. Very few of them have
had any o her training than farminge Many of leix have several
school-age children or even younger ones* This is the group of
people that can neither mark ime nor ret'um to the Valley a once,
nor find it very easy to relocate elsewhere#

3) To those who are now at Heart Mountain, advice has been repeatedly
given tn the effsc ham they should
1) let he WR officially know of their int3ltion and desire to
returri o he Valley.
I1)le the . WRA know as soon as possible of their family situation
which s making 1t impossible o reloca e elsewhere 111 he meem-
ime, iIf such is he case*

4) The attitude of the present governor of he S ame of ¥ashing ov
and the mayor of Kent, insofar as it is reported through he press,
is not encouraging to the evacuees*

Conclusion:

My personal feeling regarding the Whits River Valley situa ion is
very hopeful,

1) There are enough number of intelligent, fair-minded and influen-
tial citizens who are "willing to help us and on whom we can defini-
tely count* In this comiec ion a word of appreciation is In order
for the s and which Mi% John Fournier of he Kait News Journal and
Mr* Edmundsen, the Superintendent of Schools, 'Tiave been taking, to—
gether wi h he olergymen who have no hesi ated to make heir con-
gregom ion know of the Christicoi concerning this ma er™

2) Government agencies are on theii= oes



3) The Japanese people have a long-es.tablishe”~df go,od reputation among
the 1ocal.,people Eind ha reput.ation has no "been and—"11+.not ."be.

los in spite Qf_th?\:/di_. _ ted propagandam 4 / e, atita Ors’

e oom .

4) There are several "Christian farmers among e.«vcue..e,.Japanese *wht)
w ill be readily accepted into any American coromurixty ana wno are
i*eady o returii o.”*he "yjili'by as soon as of
reassurance w ill be giyerii;; To hem the pre3seia<?§ of (Japanese
religious or civic, will
return there.

leader
be sufficient to mal*e up .their minds to

is largely due o the hard work of he Japanese people has. he
Whi e River Valley, is today what i is e+ Even if he number .of
neJapanese who will, e vereturn there might b©..rather small,
the door back to the VallSy must be kept open for v/ho have
e.contributed, so mugh.to "the ;wealth of that Valley”,, .The spitit of
Amerioanisin demands it# 4n the cases of some .fjimilj.ss, it may be
wiser for them, to: fi?id *tHfeir places somewhere - s. ,' As/a matter
of general principle, i'"2n definitely in favor/ £+the mder disper®
sion of Japanese Americans “throughout the er”*tice . Uom
aiii. .equally firmly: ...co®vilgced hat the door back "to he Valley'mus
be kept open becayso/tKer?in the fundainental Am”riyOA” prinoipX®©
rat stake. -
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