


The Japanese American Creed

I am proud that I am an American citizen of Japanese ancestry, for my
very background makes me appreciate more fully the wonderful advan-
tages of this nation. I believe in her institutions, ideals, and traditions; I
alory in her heritage; I boast of her history; 1 trust in her future. She has
granted me liberties and opportunities such as no individual enjoys in
this world today. She has given me an education befitting kings. She
has entrugted me with the responsibilities of the franchise. She has per-
mitted me to build a home, to earn a livelihood, to worship, think, speak,

and act as I please—as a free man equal to every other man.

Although some individuals may discriminate against me, [ shall never
become bitter or lose faith, for I know that such persons are not repre-
sentative of the majority of the American people. True, I shall do all in
my power to discourage such practices, but I shall do it in the American
way: above-board, in the open, through courts of law, by education, by
proving myself to be worthy of equal treatment and consideration. I am
firm in my belief that American sportsmanship and attitude of fair play
will judge citizenship and patriotism on the basis of action and achieve-

ment, and not on the basis of physical characteristics.

Because I believe in America, and I trust she believes in me, and
because I have received innumerable benetits from her, I pledge myself
to do honor to her at all times and in all places; to support her constitu-
tion; to obey her laws; to respect her flag; to defend her against all
enemies, foreign or domestic; to actively assume my duties and obliga-
tions as a citizen, cheerfully and without any reservations whatsoever,

in the hope that I may become a better American in a greater America.

—Mike Mascaoka.

As read before the United States Senate and
printed in the Congressional Record, May 9, 194]
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Christmas, 1943

Dear Friend:

This is the third wartime Christmas since Pearl Harbor. For
Japanese Americans, as for all Americans, it is the most hopeful
Christmas since that December 7 of 1941.

Overseas our armies have advanced with such rapidity that we

are now assured of ultimate victory. And at home, for Japanese Amer-
icans, the future has never been so bright as it is today. This Christ-
mas, many Japanese Americans who last year lived within the confines of
the relocation centers will celebrate the holiday season in their own
homes. They will worship God in the churches of their choosing in new

cities across the country.

With them and for them we thank you for the part you have played
in making our American dream of liberty come true. How much we owe you
and the thousands of other friends who have supported us we can never
fully say. But we shall always remember.

Surely the work you do is part of the guarantee that men all
over the world will someday be able to honor Christmas Day in the spirit
of peace and brotherhood in which it was born.

Very sincerely yours,

THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

e G el e

President
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Report on the Japsnese Evacuadtion Situation

Investigation by DICK MILLS
acting on instructions of the Northern Section of the Regional Council in session
March 8, 1942

a result of almost three days of constant investigations in the Bay area I am
inced of the following: Whether we like it or not there is going to be mass
wtion of all Japanese. Galen Fisher met with Colonel Mogill Tuesday and was
that therc would be no selective evacuation process. Magill said that he
aware of the tremendous industrial and agricultural maladjustment which such

a8s movement entails, but that the Army now felt that it was the lesser of two

Protection of war industry and safety of the Japanese themselves is pos-
only by complete evacuation according to Army circles.

General De Witt has anmnounced that the Army will recognize the
Japanese American Citizens League as the official body of Yapanese throubh which
it ';ll deal There is considerzble dissatisfaction on the part of the Japanese

Culoe

o8 2 result of this announcement. For the most part, the J.A.C.L. represents the
D'

inturest of only the Buddist and the younger set. The Christian groups and all
older Japancse whether alien or citizen arc not represented. The J.A.C.L. is
leaning over backwards to cooperate in the evacuation venture and as such does
not mirror the rcal feclings or attitudes of the Japanese. citizens.

There is every indication that college students who choose to do so will be per-
mitted to stay in school until the close of thc semester. However, it is doubtful
that many of them will etay if it means separstion from their families. The Army
will ve happy to give permission to either {amilics or to individual students who
eleet to go---on their ovm steam---to somc place in the Middle West. They nced
only to assure the Army that a means of livelihood has been found. This means
that we are at liberty to discover homes in the Middle West which will open their
doors to Japanese students and colleges which will provide scholarships of some
sorvs, Again, it is doubtful that meny students will take advantage of any offers
until their families have been safely settled. Our tagk here is to keep in touch,
i the next few months, with all those Japancse students with whom we have
i *r, we ought to be able to assist them in getting a new col-
‘ull, Student Associations, all over the nation, can help by
for homes which will be willing to take in a Japanese citi-
which will be willing to assist in the education of these

According to the best authority, the evacuation process will begin about March

2lst. The first groups in California to go will be these in and arcund Los Angeles.
They will be sent tc one of the two reception centers now being build, one at
Bluthe and the other at Manzanare, both in €alifornia. From there they will be
Hu:1znnd t inl and industry or ic¢ rescttlement campus which are to be built. Both
of the re tien centers are in desert country which is ineapable of vegetation.

Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco has been appeinted property custodian
evacuces by the Trcasury VYepartment. It is hoped that the mere existence of
pregram will eliminate or forestall most of the sharp practices that are now

fuarbd. However, there is no indication that the Japanese pecople are likely to
accept this plan with confidence. They objecet te turning homes, furniture,
businesses, etc., over toc a bank. I suspect that many of them will continue to
sell their goods for a song in order to be free from worry. The Quakers are urg-
ing their members tou act as custodians for such property as the Japanese may want
e turn over to them. 1In fact, some families have rented from evacuating Japanese
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the hcme which they are leaving. Thesc Quakers willlive in these homes and care
for them until the Japanese return,

No werd has yet been given as to the treatment which the sick, the aged, etc., can
expect, Also there are in San Francisco alone some two hundred people who come
from mixed families and are only slightly Japanese. There is no word as to
whether they will be included in the evacuation. Schools in the Bay Area report
nat within the last two weeks over two hundred Japanese enrolled in high schools
and ccllieges have dropped ocut. The anxiety over the future and the fesr znd dis-

o

pair which they face at home makes it impossible for them teo study.

all told, there nre over one-hundred thousand Jzpanecse citizens and alien living
on the nu:ﬁ Goast. Therc arc about twenty-five thoussnd German and Italian aliens
on the Coast. There is no indication that the offspring of German and Itelian
alicns will be evacuated.

Gulen Fisher, with whom I talked, is a member of a committee in the Bay Area
known as the"Committee on Na +Lonu] Security and Fair Play." Thig ccmmittee has
strongly urged for the past two wecks that the Army adopt the plan of selective
evacuation. Fecling that it has lost that battle, it is turning ites attenticn to
urging that an intelligent and fair board of review be set up at the receptiocn
centers in order that individual Japancse will be trcuted intelligently. As they
are sent on from the reception centers, grcat care should be excreised to see that
thv, are placed in th sort of work that they are equipped tc do. In no other way
; reconcile this evacuation., Mr. Fisher urges that all of us continunlly

urge the Army to handle with care this important phase of the cvacuation. He sug-
gests Iurunul thot we insist that the Federal Sceurity Administration be assigned
the job of establishing the resettlement camps. There seems to be a great deal

of distrust of the results if the rescttlement is done by the Army,

So far, the government has not announced the sort of financial arrangements it
will make in order tc permit people to rench the reception centers. It is pre—
sumed that expenscs will be provided.

Thz concern of oyr Council wns, first of all, at the point of violotion of the
rights of citizens. admitting that certain procedures for protection are necessary
in time of war, we werc still unable to understand the wisdom of theory of moving
out all Japancse regardless of their rights as citizens. Our first concern, there-
forc, was to urge for selective evacuatien. Frxthy, I think the order which was
given to evacuate all Jupanese this weeck is a groo t tragedy. However, it is up to
our group to continuc to do what may be or resl servicc, Such things as thesc
occur to me: (1l)here on the West Coast cach of us can extend our friendship and
our confidence to all the Japaneses we cnow; (2) we can write lctters of commenda-
ticn about the Japanese tc the local pupers as well as urge our newspapers on Com-
puscs and elsewhere to print encouraging comments absut Japanese. I am convinced
that it is impossible for us tc understand how dejected these people feel, Anye
thing in print that scems te them to be favorable helps dispel the awful feeling

of persccutien; (3) as either students or faculty, we can on ocur own, or through
our famjilies, act as custodisns for the property which Japanese will have to leave.
The papers anncuncc that the Federnl Reserve Bank will act as mediators in such
procedure. Also, those of us who arc renting homes or rocms can render 2 distinect
service by renting from Jopanese the homes they are vacating. Nothing will
strengthen merele as much as this step; (4) further, we can write letters to Tom
Clark, Director of Resettlement, urging him to recognize the tremendous importance
of cducailkn and suggest that he take steps to have funds provided for the continu-
ance of education amcng Japanese young ment and wemen. In addition, we can present
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facts to the authoritics in our schools and to the town officials with the request
that they too bring ,ressure to see that some provisicn is made for the continu-
ance of education, either in res:<ttlement camps, or in direct subsidy from the
Government to enable college men and women t¢ continue their education; (5) we
should not only write to Colonel W.L. M2gill, Jr., Director of Evacuation, urging
him to turn the matter of building resettlement camps over to the Federal Security
Administratio, which has o fine record in the administering of such jobs, but we
should urge parents, school officials, and city officials to push for this sort of
thing. I am convinced that the adninistering of resettlement by the Army, with
its insistence of treating civilians as subjects, will bc a tragic mistake; (6)
all of us should be on guard constantly to voice our objection to newspaper articl-
€S or radic programs which are designed to stir up hatred toward the Jopanese;

(7) in ndditicn to cur Christian Association contacts, many of us have friends in
the Middle West who may be able to assist in settling a Japanese family either in
their home, or in their ncighborhood. It is our responsibility to provide as many
facts as possible for our friends in the Middle West about our Japanese friends,
and at the samc time assure our Japanesc fricnds that a friendly welcome awaits
them if it is possible to work out such a trunsplanting. Furthermcre, it is like-
1y, here on the Coast, that a fow students will not leave when their families move
out and thet they therefore will need friends, a home and food. We certainly can
hclp in this area.

I expect scon to have a report of the Tolan Committee which has been sampling the
public's reacticn to this evacuaticn process. At this point, I have had no word

as tc what sort of things this committee discovered. In addition, I expect to get
cepies of instructions which arce bcing sent to the State Employment Offices. These
offices, for the time being, arc acting as centers of infermaticn.

One thing I wish we could do in the way of concerted action is to bring pressure to
Ssee that the cvacuation process is carried ocut slowly encugh to permit decent hu-
man treatment of all Japanese. A hasty wholesale evacuation is sure to produce
great human suffering. It is also ey cpinion that if the evacuation preocess goes
slowly encugh, that the very interest (Associated Farmers and Naticnal Association
of Manufacturers) which are not bringing such pressure tc get the Japanese remcved,
will reverse their cpinicn because of the pinch to their pocketbocks. Should this
happen, I think it is entirely likely that the all-out evacuation order could be
modified to one of selective evacuation for those who are still left. I recognize
that there is some danger of violcnce occurring to the Japanese should a sabotage
charge get pinned on them, but I doubt thet the total effects of local violence will
be as great as the crushing effect evacuation will have on the personalities of all
these people.

Below are the names of some of the people who arc connected with this order to eva-
cuate alien and Japanese:

In charge of Army regulations:
General De Witt whosc office is in the Presidio of San Francisco
San Francisco, Californiea

Director of Evacuation under Gneral De Witts
Colonel W.L. Magill, Jr., whose office is in San Francisco

Director of Resettlement, Department of Justice:
Mr. Tom Clark, Federal Security Building, 785 Market Street
San Francisco, California




Assistant Secretary of Wars
Mr, John J. McCloy vhose office is in Washington, D.C.

Coordinator of Infermations
Mr. David P. Barrows, 333 Montgomery Strect, San Francisco, California

Tolen Committee Staff DPirector:
Mr. Robert K. Lamb, 1355 Market Strect, Sam Francisco, California

Sceial Security Administrator:
Mr. Richardé Neustadt, 785 Market Street, San Francisco, California

Laissen Official between State Government and Japasnese Pecple:
Mr. George Shigekawa, Governor's Office, Sacramentc, California

Respectfully submitted,

RICHARD C. MILLS

715 Scuth Hope Street
Los fngeles, California
3/14/42
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JAPANESE ALERICAN CITIZENS LTAGUE
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY
2031 Bush Street
San Francisco, California

Bulletin # 14,2 April 7, 1942

RE: TEST CASES

The Min Yasui case in Portland, Oregon, is gaining considerable attention.
The facts seem to indicate that one Minoru Yasui, a Nisei attorney who worked for
the Japanese consulate in Chicago as late as last December 7th, registered with the
State Department as a propaganda agent for a foreign government, and a reserve lieu-
tenant in the United States Ammy, deliberately violated the curfew regulations and
surrendered to the police with the declared intentions of legally determining the
right of the military authorities to impose such restrictions upon American citizens
of Japanese extraction. Yasui contends that such actions are discriminatory and un-
constitutional. At the present time, he is "out" on bail and is said to be circu-
lating a petition among the Portland ¢hapter members demanding that the National
Organization take some definite stand on the question of the constitutional rights
of the Japanese Americans,

In regards to this particular case, as well as all other test cases of this
nature, without any references being made to those individuals who are serving as
the subjects for judicial review, this office releases the following statement:

National Headquarters is unalterably opposed to test cases to determine the
constitutionality of military regulations at this time, We have reached This do-
cision unanimously after examining all the facts in light of our national policy
of: "the greatest good for the greatest number."

We recognize that self-styled martyrs who are willing to be jailed in order
that they might fight for the rights of citizenship, as many of them allege, capture
the headlines and the imaginations of many mere persons than our seemingly indiffer-
ent stand. We realize that many Japanese and others who are interested in our wel-
fare have condemned the JACL for its apparent lackadaisiecal attitude on the matter of
defending the rights and privileges of American citizens with Japanese features.

But, we submit that a careful cxamination of all of the facts with the view
of doing the greatest go#d for the greatest number will Jjustify our position on such
matters as these,

In the first place, our primary consideration as good Americans is the total
war effort. Individuals and groups are not important when the life of the nation is
at stake. We have been asked to evacuate from the Pacific coast as a military mea-
sure designed to strengthen national defense. We will cooperate in the war effort.

Secondly, as a national organization and as individuals, we have pledged our
whole-hearted cooperation to the President, without qualificatiens or reservations,
in the winning of the war. We will not violate our pledge.

Thirdly, we have continually cooperated with the Federal Government on all
regulationg and orders in thc hope that our cooperation would inspire a reciprocal
cooperation or their part. Our hopes have been Jjustified. We will continue our
policy of cooperation.

Fourthly, the gracious acceptance of all army regulations and orders and co-
operating with them to the fullest extent is our contribution to the national defense
effort. It is the sacrifice which we have been called upon to make. Although our
contribution may seem greater than most, it still remains that it must be our sharc
in the progrem. We will makc our contributions to our nation,

Fifthly, public epinien is opposed to any measure which scems to be directed
against the Army and its authority. Should we challenge their right to pass such
regulations as the five mile travel limit and the curfew restrictions, we might be
damned as fifth columnists who arc attempting to sabotage the military plans and to
embarrass the govermment at a time when a united front is essential. We will not take
any action which might be construed as ar organized effort to sabotage Army measures
which are designed for the publis cafety,




Sixthly, cven assuming Shat wo should win a test case, which we doubt, we may
be in the same position as the nation which.wins a war and loses the peacd, It will
take so long for a case of this nature to run the gamut of the courts from the low-
est to the highest that we will, in all probability, be evacuated out of this area
before it is finally passed vpon by the Supremec Court. Even though we should win
a legal victory, if the pcople at large resented eur activities, it might have been
bettor cither to have lost or not to have attempted a contests Too, if we should
lose the case, which appears likely at this time, we have no further recourses: the
law has been settled and cannot be roversed. It would appear more sensible if all
legal actions of this nature were left until after the war when public sentiment may
have changed and suits might be initiated to recover for demages suffered, Even this
latter step is a moot question at this time. We do not intend %o attempt to win a
case and lose goodwill.

Seventhly, attempts to slew up or to questien military dictates may result in
irritating those in charge so that they may rctaliate by instituting more and strict-
er regulations. Whatever may be said azainst the procedure followcd by the Argy in
conducting this evacuation is one thing but ne one can gainsay the statcment that
they have been tolerant, fair, and as reasonablc as possible in their treatment ef
this problem. We do not intend to force them t© change their attitudes on this

matters.

Eighthly, if our recollectien serves correctly, Attorncy Gencral Biddle, one
of the groatest defenders of civil rights in this oountry, dcolared that there was
little chance that the courts would g® beyond the military should any person desire
to challenge the legality ef thc President’s proclamastion which gave the Secretary
of War and his military commenders the pawer to designate zones in which any and all
persons might be excluded and to facilitate the remeval of the undesirable persons
by adopting whatever measures were deemed necessary and propere. We trust that the
opinion of the Attorney General represents the majority ef the jurists' ginions on
this subject.

Ninthly, the American Civil Liberties Union, after polling its members as to
whether they should meke a test case of the Army orders for evacuatien, decided
against it. When the one group of all groups which has most vigorously and consist-
ently battled against greatedds for civil liberties in this nation concedes that a
court test of legality should not be attempted, we arc ready to accept their verdict.
If the general orders should not be challenged, then it seems only le ical that the
supplementary orders necessary to effect the evacuation should also not be eontested.
We arc not dispesed to question the wisdom of the Americen Civil Liberties Union en
questions of this kind,.

Tenthly, unfavorable publicity often results from attempting such test cases.
The Yasui case is one in point. Editorial comments as well as news reports did not
oencentrate their attention on the qucstion of the constitutionality of the regula-
tiens invelved btut rather featured the fact that the subjcet for the test was a for-
mer paid propagandist for the Japanese govermment, Moreever, from letters sent to
the various public opinion sections of the ncwspapers, we can gather that the majo-
rity of those who wrote in were very viceioms in their condemnation not only of Yasui
but also of all Japanese. This incident just gave them one more excuse for public-
ally branding wus as treacherous and dangerous. One letter, printed in the San
Francisee Exeminer, for example, declared that "All Japanese Americans Should be
Discharged from the Army bccause Yasui, a rescrve tieutenant, had deliberately vio-
Tated regalations. Ths letter went on to say that "Yasui took advantage of an Amer-
jcan education, going to the University of Oregon, and paid that back with the wual
Japanesc treachery." Because our motives are tco often misunderstoed and unfavorable
publicity often results which is injurious not only to the person so involved but alsc
to all the Japanese in Lmerica, we believe that test cascs should not bc made. We do
not intend to create any unnecessary excuses for denouncing the Japanesc as disloyal
and dangereus.

lastly, we are not giving up our rights as citizens by cooperating with the
gevernment in the evacuation program. ¥He may be temperarily suspending or sacrific-
ing semec ef our privileges and rights of citizenship in the grecater aim of proteet-
ing them for all time to come and to defeat those powers which seck to destroy them.
When the war is won, we are confident that all our rights and privilcges will be re-
turmed to us a hundredfold because we cooperated in the winning of the war, We will
consistently adhere to this announced principle ef cooperation.




In times likc thegec, let us remembers that it is much casier to be a martyr
than it is to bec a quict, sclf-suffering jood citizen who is vitally interested in
the winning of the wary To win this time will require sacrificcs beyond thosc de-
manded in the First World War, and the sacrifices which we are called upon to make
arc even greater than thosc demanded of the majority. Because our sacrifice is
greater, let us trust that our rewards in that greater America which is to come
will be that much the greater.

Fraternally,

) o Jorn P

National Secretary and Field Ixecutive
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generation is just reaching their majority, is at the impressionable
age, and is eagerly awaiting a chance to make a success of their lives
We are afraid that a great number, estimated by some to be as high as
fifty per cent, of the older generation will pass away with the comin=
of the summer heat or the cold of winter because they cannot adjust
themselves to the rigors of camp life and the changes in climate and
humidity. A£As for the younger generation, may we venture to say that
the spirit with which they are inoculated during their "exile" will
determine the type of American which they will be in the years to come

Thirdly, popular conceptions notwithstanding, more Japanese are
located in the urban areas than on the farms. Our estimates indicate
that approximately sixty per cent are city-dwellers while forty per
cent are engaged in agricultural pursuits., This simply means that mos:
of the Japanese, when finally resettled for the duration, must be relo-
cated with the thought in mind that they cannot and will not be farmer:

Fourthly, the Japsnese communities, as a group, are thrifty, proud,
and civic-minded. VWe have often been told thst we manage to stay off
relief rolls better then any other group; etc. If these traits are
worth preserving, then those in charge of relocation should so word
their regulations and conduct their activities that these characterist-

ics may be maintained and fostered.

Fifthly, the second generation Japanese are probably better edu-
cated, as a class, than almost any other second generation immigrant
group. We have demonstrated a remarkable desire to learn, and our
parents have sacrified much in order that their children might be
better equipped to compete in the American way than they themselves
were some forty or fifty years ago. Regardless of what type of re-
settlement is contemplated, education should be one of the first con-
sideration of those in charge.

Sixthly, the Japanese people, by the large, are more American
vhan Oriental. Our parent generstion has spent more than eighty per
cent of their lives here in the United States. Only a few have ever
returned to Japan. Most of them are more loval to these United States
in their patient, quiet way than a majority of those who are demanding
that we be put into concentration camps because we are allegedly dis-
loyal and dangerous. As for us citizens, we can only ssy that we, as
a group, know no other allegiance or country. We were born, educated,
made friends, established homes and businesses, etc., here. Although
our physical characteristics may mark us apart, most of us desire to
assume, with every other American, our share in the winning of this
war. In all projects, the fact that most of us are American and de-
sire to be treated as such should be a primary considerztion.

Seventhly, the Japanese have no national organization except the
Japznese American Citizens League, which is confined only to the Ameri-
can citizens of Japanese extraction ihile other nationality groups
may have a number of national organizations which purport to represent
them, the Japanese have only our organization, which is non-partisan
and non-sectarian, to speak for them on a national basis. We believe
that it is important that this factor be kept in mind, for both the
first and second generation, by the large, have greater confidence in
our League than they have in any other organization or group of leaders,
regardless of their nationality or affiliation.

RECOMMENDATIONS

GENERAL STATEMENT:

Because the preblems incidental to the actual evacuation are
strictly in the hands of the military and are not under your jurisdic-
tion, we shall not submit any recommendations which have to deal with
that phase., We shall attempt to confine our suggestions to those which
fall under your province.

We believe that it should be kept constantly in mind bv those
s




harged with the responsitility of relocation and resettlement thet
Japanese, both nationsals and izens alike, in the great majority
cooperating in this evacusation pz 38 because we feel that this is
our contribution to' the national defense efforts of our country and ne
because we are disloyal or bversive, as charged by many. Ve are doing
our best to follow out the various regulations and orders because we
feel ‘that this is our patriotic duty and not because we are submitting
to the demends of the jingoists, rece-haters, and politiciﬂns who have
demanded that we be placed in concentration Ca,os. We have not con-
tested the right of the military to! order this MOVbﬂbnf even though
it meant leaving all that we hold dear and sacred, becuase we believe
that cooperation on our part will mean a reciprocal cooperation on the
part of the government.

Above all, we desire that it be diftlnkulT understood that we arc
st grateful to the great majority of the American people and to our
'ederal Government for their tolerance, sympathy, and understanding
iring this tragic era. We have confidence in our Government and a
ving faith in the American people that we shall not be permitted to

the victims of persecution and violence and that, when the war 1is
won, we shall have a pvc \ter and more unified United States in which
ve Japanese Americans will have a vital and significant part.

RAL POLICIES:

We believe that 2ll projects should be directed (1) to create
"Bettcr Americans In A CGreater America"; (2) to maintain a high and
ealthy morale among the cvacuees; (3) to train them to cope with the
if flcult problems of adjustment and rehabilitation after the war;

4) to permit them to actually and actively participate in the war
ffort of our nation; and (5) to develope a community spirit of cooper-
tive action and service to others before self,

h
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We suggest that your office formulate certain broad, general, and
well-defined policies which you have set as your goal or aim, and that
we Japanese Americans be given the discretionary powers to build and to
function within your outlines. While we believe in self-government, w
ere somewhat skeptical 88 .60 the practiC"bility of permitting us to set
up all the policies and practices which will govern our conduct in these
projects and plsewhere without proper qnd adequate supervision.

We are concerned with the fact that most of us have never lived in
a community which was preponderently Japanese; and we are Wondering
what effect this peculiar situation WLll have on our younger "teen" age
reopie should they be confined to these camps for several years. As
it is, our group has constantly been condomned as being too clannish
to be gssimilated into the American cultural pattern.

We suggest that as much intercourse with "white" Americans be per-
mitted as possible. We do not relish the thought of "Little Tokyos"
springing up in these resettlement projects, for by so doing we are
only perpetuating the very things which we hope to eliminate: those
mannerisms and thoughts which mark us apart, aside from our physical
characteristics. YWe hope for 2 one hundred per cent American communi t;
And, for such a community, it is essential that Caucasian contacts are
maintained personally through daily intereourse and not through the
medium of letters or books.

DRAFTEE STATUS:

Ve believe that American citizens of Japanese ancestry should con-
tinue to be permitted to serve in the armed forces of the United States.
We further hold that the members of the Japanese oommunities, whether
they be in camps or not, should be privileged to varticipate in any and
every government registration or request for service. <This is vital for
morale.,
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ATIONS

We recommend that a vigorous public relations campail
out among three general groups, namely: (1) the. public =2t la
the Japanese themselves, and (3) the covernment.

gen be carried
rge, (2)

e believe that it is essential that the American public at large

be convinced that we are not the ungrateful, dangerous, treacherous
Japs which some persons would have them believe, We believe that speak-
ers, both Japinese Americans and other Americans, should tour the east,
the SOuth, the midwest, the mountains, and even the Pacific Coast to
explain our position and to refute some of the z2llegations und acecuss
tions which have been hurled at us. In this connection, we believe that
the military authorities ought to amplify their reasons for requesting
this evacuation and also to publically acknowledge that the great majo-
rity of Japanese, in their opinion, are loyal and that they have becn
most cooperative and uncomplaining in thelr response to army ordecrs.
It is important that the public be informed so that these evacuees may
not only be resettled during the duration but also that they be welcome
to their present homes when they return after the war., Moroovcr, by

\ving Japanese Americans laud the work of the War Relocation Author ity,
we may be able to credate a favoreble public sentiment which w1ll perm t

°

your office to do that which vou desire in the relocation of our group.

If your program is to succeed, it must be "sold" to the Japanese,
both those in camps and those who are outside of them. Persons in
whom we heve confidence must not only be in responsible positions but
must also explain the "why's and \h<ru ‘or's" of the program. If the
reasons behind many of the orders and regulations could have been ex-
plained in detail, much of the confusion. and bewilderment could have
been avoided. To avoid a repetition of this confusion, a vigorous pro-
gram of information z2nd public relations must be carried on among the
Japanese people, particularly among the younger Amcrican citizens of
Japanese ancestry who are not old enough to appreciate the significance
of' the problem.

In order that your office may have the necessary funds znd powers
to carry on the outlined projects, it is important that the mcmbers of
Congress and the Executive Dpp”rtmgntq understand snd appreciate what
you are doing, both from the standpoint of the American public and its
future nolicy and the Japanese and their attempt to fit into the cultur-
ak patiterits

e believe that the educational program which will be carried out
in these resettlemont projects, together with the arrangements made for
those interested in higher education, will be the most instrumental fac-
tor in molding the future of the [ounﬂ Jap nese smericans,

One thing is certain: there should be no Japsnese langusge schools,

Another important item is that all classes should be so integrated
that every student will be inculcated with the spirit of Lmericanism
and dgmocr 75 e process&o. The entire program should be well directed
ond well rounded, with particular emphasis on those classes which will
train the students in lbndwrg¢1 s personal and community adjustment and
rehabilitation, mental and social hygiene, vocations, handicraft, social
graces, personality development, etc. ©pecial stress should be laid on
the cnunciation and pronunciation of words so that awkward and "Oriental
sounds will be eliminated.

The need for highly competent instructors is evident. Because of
their greater responsibility, they must be better than the average
teacher. VYie are apposed to such plans as asking retired instructors
and volunteers to aid in the teaching, for we are most likely to get

nstructors who are either too old for this type of teaching or those
who were not successful elsewhere. We suggest that all instructors
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whe ther they ¥
rough examination be 3 0c1ng ‘* e QL each, pa08
portant because it will be in the classz s that the
work in the molding of good America a > done.

In addition, we suggest thet nurseries be established for pre-
school age chlldrbn and that high school age students be permitted to
go outside of camps “nd attend rcgular high schools wheraver practic-
able nd possible. We beliesve that these outside contacts would be
most helpful.

Too, there should be Lm izati and Eneglish classes for those
who are interested, as well dult education classes for those who
have completed high school c ses. Universlty extensalon classes are
also recormended.

For those students now in college, we suggest that some system of
permitting them to transfer to colleges and universities outside of
the military zones be established. Fed;rﬂl aid should be mede avail-
able to them in order that they may complete thelir education and become
useful citizens. ‘the non-resident beo of many of the state schools
should either be waived or paid for by the state from which these stu-
dents are forced to leave.

It is our contention that if the community or family knew that
they had some one dear to them on the outside preparing for the life
to come that the morale of the group would be bolstered :nd maintained
even in the darkest of days Finally, it will be in the education of
our group as a whole that the selvation of our nationality rests.

RELIGION:

R@cognizinp the value of spiritual forces and the work of the
churches in thils task of evacuation and resettlement, we suggest that
every opnortunity be given to carry on normal religious activity. Ve
are especially concernedwith the future of the Buddhist faith, for
although about one-half of the Japanese people are follovers of this
faith they lack the "outside" contacts of the Christian churches and
are probably the most misunderstood of all of our groups. loreover,

ve¢ believe that special care should be taken to see that conflicts
arising within and between Taith be avoided.

While we recognize the need for religious education and activity
in the relocation program, we strongly urge that steps be taken to con-
fine the work of the church people to phases of religious worship only
and that they are not permitted to engage in other sphere of acitivity.
Vle believe thsot the SOClJl and recreational requirements of the commu-
nity, for example, should be taken care of by the community -nd not
broken up into church groups for the special attention of their own
congregations.

SPORTS AND RECREATION:

We believe that sports, recreation, =2nd socials of a are
necessary for the morale of the comﬂunL.l S.  Adeauate fsa LEles ifor
the above should be provided as soon as possible after arrival @ these
projectss these should be organized along a mass or team basis ¢ much
as possible so that the idea of teamwork can be stressed.
instructors and leaders should be provided.

We recommend thst every person be required to participate in some
form of physical activity under proper supervision and direction.

The competitive spirit should be fostered, possibly by organized
league p177 within the camps for those sports which are susceptible to
such orgenization and by inter-camp competition or cxh3b1t¢ono ith
gung

W
near by high schools or athletic clubs. The latter might also b
as & mocthod of keeping in "touch" with thec "outside" world.
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rrograms, etc., produced by the members of the commmunities under pro-
per directlion and supcrvision should prove of great intcrest and value.

Dences, parties, and other forms of socials should be encouraged
cs one means of keeping the spirits of the people on the upgrade.

PUBLICATIONS AND R&4DIOS:

We believe that all magazines, periodicals, publications, news-
mpers, and books should be permitted in the resettlement projects with-
out undue restrictions. We also believe that every family unit or
other unit should be permitted to have and to use a standard radio
receiving set.

Ve suggest that every project have its own newspaper or mimeo-
graphed bulletin so that all the people within that community will
knoew what is going on.

Perhaps it might be best if Japecnese language newspapers arc per-
mitted, provided that they are under government supervision, so that
the first generation, most of whom cannot read or understand inglish
too well, might be kept Infomed as to the happenings in the world and
the latest regulations concerning their conduct.

We suggest that every resettlement project have an adequ te 1li-
brary. In this connection, may we suggest that those Japanese who
have libraries of fine books, as well as collections of mzgazines,
should be asked to contribute them for the use of these projects, rath-
er than disposing of them at ridiculous prices or even giving them
away. If this suggestion is accepted, immediate action is necessary
for we have reports that many evacuees are selling valuable series
like the Encyclopaedia Britannica, the Harvard Classics, the Book of
Knowledge, etc., by the pound in order to realize something on their
books.

HEALTH AND MEDICAL FACLLITIES:

We recommend that the physcial and mental well being of every
individual be assure by a competent medical end dental staff and ade-
guate facilities. We are concerned over the possibilities that many
of the first gencration will not be able to survive the hardships of
their new life. We are also concerned over the possibilities of con-
tagious and epidemics which mi~ht sweep the projects.

We believe that particular attention should be gilven the problem
of expectant mothers and the care of children.

Yie believe that the chronic infirm and ill should be left at
public wards and institutions so that they will not clutter up the
hospitals and beds, as well as demand the attenftion of doctors and
nurses who are needed for the care of the general evacuees.

We believe that the latest medical practices and equipment should
be used in the treatment of all patients and that the government bear
the expense of all necessary medical and dental care, including hospi-
talization and special ati~ntion or treatment.

JAPANESE PROFESSIONAL AND SPECIALLY-TRAINED PEOPLE:

We believe that as many Japanese as possible, especially those
with special training, such as doctors, dentists, nurses, socizl work-
ers, architects, draftsmen, etc., should be used in the work, both at
the induction centers and at the permanent settlements. Theose whose
training and experience qualify them for special tasks should be assign-
ed them and utilized in supervisory or administrative capacities over
outside workers ss much as possible., If shortages exist, as certainly
they shall, it is suggested that only gualified persons be accepted
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work elsewhsre.,

BUSINES

We believe that all businesses and industries should be of the
cooperative nature and that, as far as possible, they should deal with
some valuable contributing-to-the-national-defense type of work.

Credit unions, savings associption, cooperative buying and selling
organizations--all aimed at promoting an "esprit de corps" should be
encouraged, rather than individual canteens or stores. The entire

management and control should be in the hands of the Japanese themselves

As far as industrial products and manufacturing is concerncd, the
type of objects to be manufactured should be such as to require the
minimum amount of machinery and equipment, as well transportation and
processing. Iach industry site should be as near as possible to the
source of materials and hand fabricable articles made of clay, wood,
cloth, etc., might prove successful both from the standpoint of market-
ing and locating the plant. The articles to be manufactured should
include many things formerly imported and now hard to get. Wooden ob-
jects such as furnitare, toys, barrels, boxes, etc.; clay products
such as bowls, plates, crucibles; chemical retorts; pmpermaking and
allied products; leather goods such as shoes, cartridge belts, etc.;
fiber goods like rope, mats, beskets, etc., are distinct possibilities.,
Weaving, textiles, and sewing might furnish an outlet for the women.

As much as possible of the work produced should consist of things
that are needed by the armed forces or as feeders to defense industries.
Such government agencies as the War Productions Board, the National
Resources Planning Board, the W. P. A., =nd others should be contacted
to determine what is needed requiring the least mechinery and the most
handicraft. Camouflage nets have been suggested for the fishermen as
a possibilitye.

We believe that the men and women should be employed as nearly as
possible in the same lines as they were in normal life. Where this
is impossible, it is suggested that most Japanese are quite skillful
with their hands. Aritificisl flowers might be made, for example, for
the eastern markets,

If the work of all is readily seen as vital to the national de-
fense, it would materially aid the morale of the group in that it
would indicate that the government has some degree of confidence in us
and that we are actually contributing to the national defense efforte.

AGRICULTURE Y

We recommend that a sound and balanced agricultural program be
adopted in these resettlemin areas., ‘the program should be directed and
supervised by the Federal Government and should be so planned that it
will fit into the pec“tern of postwar planning of this Government, keep-
ing in mind that these farmers should be permitted to engage in those
particular fields of agriculture to which they are sccustomed as far
as possible. The type of farming, within the community, should be as
diversified as possible unless the aim is to produce for other markets
and special emphasis should be palced on the production of vital foods.

"
Government agencies which should be able to render considerable assist-
ance are the Department of Agriculture, the War Boards, the Soil Con-
servation Service, Farm Security Administration, and the various agri-
cultural colleges. Proper soil and water conservation practices should
be encouraged.

Vie believe that proper laboratory facilities, with all necessary
equipment, tools, and other facilities, should be se p in the various
rescttlement areas so that certain important apri L tur: experiements

can be undertaken. Qualified Japanese Amcrican rescerch men from the
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In ag ) re s ine e cooperative orinciples stould
be precticed as m : sib svery phese of the agriculturel
indus try, from coope ive buyi nd plenning to cooperative market-
ing of the productss

aguipent now owned and used 0¥ the Japsnese on their own
srould be transported an ~ wherever possible so that the
ses of purchasing new equlpi will not be & factor in planningz
se projectse.

"Pnneries and other pr should he established and
operate? by trke Japeanese. ack 5 &3 1@ steds, too, are possibi-
 tiese.

The Federal Government should slso consider the possibil 8
etting up farm work projects in certain agricultural aresas
fOPGStJthH, jrrigation, etc., projects.
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The re markable success of the Jspanese Americans along new agri-
cultural cursuits that will aid in the war cffort should be undertaken
by the government. Dairy farminz, beekeeping, bulb growing, mushroom
growing, soybean and castor bean *POWlDU are Qmong many possible fields
which the Japanese have not yet CHUQQGd in with particular success or
in humbers.

IABOR AND WAGES:

e believe that all Japanese who ar= requested to work on certain
projects should be guaranteed the prevailing wages and hours, as well
as Work1n¢ conéditions. Just because we happen to be evacuees should
not be sn excuse for exnloitation and slavery, either industrielly or
agriculturally.

Should the work be such thst ﬁroun ﬂovcmrnt s necessary,
family unit should be meintained. Proper housing, sanltetlon, medica-

tion, etc., should be the required TTCPpOulSltVS bafore permission to
hire or use evacueec labor is granted.

Special

care
fliets with sXxis

sting
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hould be ziven to all lebor contracts so that con-
g labor sroups or unions will not occur.

3“'j to the creation of “lebor pools™ in which the
community is placed and from which only the
project to project to do worko.

Public works mav be a partisl solution to the problem, provided
hat the family unit idea could be kept, and would be a morals builder
.smuch as they would be contributing to the public welfare This
gestion presupposes that the "ochain-gang” theory of conV1ct labor
1 not be followed as suggested by some.
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A graduated scale of compensa ation for labor with emphasis on ini-
tistive and skill is desirable as a general rule.

CITIZENSHIP RECOGNITION:

Tnasmuch as most of us are American citizens
that designation, it is highly important that imme ,i
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means of maintaining that pride be formulated and announced.

Infringements on civil liberties should be kept at the absolute
minimum and should not be invoked unless necessary, they should be
applied to 211 without regard to race, color, or national origin. De-
tailed and complcte explanations for the necessity of every prohibitive
order should be made to all concerncd, and such explanations should be
made on the basis of a patriotic appeal and not on the idea of one
group being more disloyal than any other group.

We urge the Federel Goverbment and the Western Defense Command to
ckcar up the notion that they believe that the Japsnese, as a group,
are more disloyal and dangerous than any other group and that we here
in America are classed on the same level with the militarists in Japan
itself. If this were donc, we arc confident that 211 the Japancse
would appreciate this gesture more then anything elsc which could or
might be done.

Assurances should be given that the War Relocation Authority and
the Attorney General's office will protest any attempt on the part
of any state or of the Congress itself to pass discriminatory legis-
lation against the Japanesec while they 2 re in these resettloment
cemps and that they frown upon any attempt to deprive American citi-
zens of Japanese anccstry of their citizenshipe.

Freedom of movement outside of the prohibited areas should be
granted all citizens.

Paradoxical as this may 'seom,. wor arc- opposed to Hearing or Deter-
mining Boards or Commissions which might attempt to determine the
loyalty of those in these resettlement projects. We believe that the
regular agencies of the government, such as the FBI, should investi-
gate and intern or jail all disloyal or questionable persons, be they
citizens or otherwise. We believe that it would be impossible to ob-
tain a qualified personnel cepable of determining the loyalty or non-
loyalty of over a hundred thousand people. Personal likes and dis-
likes might enter in. And, should a person be adjudged disloyal at
this time because of something which he might have said or done years
ago, he would be branded for life and would prove useless after the
war. We believe that the dmerican concepts of justice--that one is
innocent until proved guilty--should be applicable to all citizens,
including ourselves. Until definite facts of overt actions of dis-
loyalty can be shown, we believe that all persons should be accepted
at their face value, as loyal and devoted citizens of the United
States.

As far as possible and practicable, Japanese Americans should be
treated in the same manner as all other American citizens, and cer-
tainly with greater consideration than the "enemy aliens".

Because of the unusual and unprecedented rcquests made upon Ameri-
can citizens of Japanese ancestry, special provisions should be made
to compensate them for» the temporary loss of some of their privileges
and rights. This might ve in the form of “certificates" of citizen-
ship or aporecciation, or some other token which will help them retain
their self-rcspact in their own eyes and in the eyes of their fellow
citizense

ORGANIZATION:

Seglf-government as far as possible and practicable should be the
order of the day. Because most of those 1nvolved are citizens, the
citizens should be given special privileges over and a bove those
granted to the non-citizens.

We recommend that only citizens who have attained their majority
be permitted to vote and to hold offices of any sort, elective or
eappcintives Ve suggest that the Japan~born be permitted to elect ad-
viscry boards which would advise the elected officials as to what
ought to be done, etc., but which has nc veto or other powers,




Every resettlement project should be permitted to draw up its own
constitution, as it were, in a manner corresponding to the constitu-
tionel conventions held by the several states before their admittance
into the union. They should be guided by the rules set up by the "ar
Relocation Authority, s2id rules being considered in the same relation
as the Federal Constitution is to the state constitutions. Most re=-
settlement camps might be governed in the manner of the states, being
divided into districts and counties. As far as possible, the actual
terms used in the political field ought to be used. Either bicameral
or unicameral legislatures might be set up, with executive and judi-
cial departments to correspond. The project supervisors could serve
in the capacity of "federal men" and cver-ride the wishes of the s
"state" group. Appeal from the decisions of the supervisory council
might be made directly to the Tar Relocation Authority officialse.

Each project should be permitted to select a certain number of
persons, depending upon its size, who would reprcsent them in an inter-
resettlement projects "congress® which would meet at stated intervals
and make recommendations to the "ar Relocation Authority.

The entire theme of the government should parallel as much as
possible the actual governmental set up of the United States so that
lessons in practical democracy will be taught to all concerned. All
citizens should be required to register before being permitted to vote.
A minature congress should be set up to pass legislation; an executive
department crecated to enforce the legislation; 2nd a judiciary either
appointed or elected to determine the legality of all actions. All
problems relating to the camps, such as policing, fire-fighting, etc.,
should be dealt with by the citizens themselves.

Properly coordinated and supcrvised, a program of this nature
will not only give to all concerned a greater appreciation of the
workings of our government but also invaluable leadership training
so that all evacuee citizens will be more ably preparcd to help in
the solving of the trcmendous post-war problems.

PRIVATE PROJECTS:

We recommend that all persons, groups, or communities which have
resettlement plans of their own in mind should be permitted to "carry
them out®, provided thet they can receive government approval.

As far a s individuals who desire to leave the prohibited areas
and go to other regions outside of the Pacific Cozst states .2re con-
cerned, we suggest that they be granted permits to do so if they can
produce s atisfactory evidence that they have a place to go, a job or
some one to take care of them so that they will not become public
charges, and the community to which they wish to go will permit them
to come. If the individual desires government aid in reaching his
destination, snother problem srises which would have to be dealt with
on the basis of government policye.

resettle =s a unit, we hclieve that the govermnment ought to furnish
every encouragement. If such groups or conmunities already have rc-
settlement sitec in mind, the govermment ocught to examine them thor-
oughly in terms of desirability as to location, public reaction, pro-
ductivity, present and needed facilities, &tc. If no government

funds are needed, and the projects are approved, permission for the
groups or communities to resettle ought to be granted. If funds are
necessary, government policy will again govern. If groups and commu-
nities desire to go out zs units to resettle but do not have any spe-
cific sites in mind, the govermment field men should recommend those
which they fecl are best adapted for that particular group or community
Then, the interested groups should be permitted to select representa-
tives who will be allowed to examine the lands and report back to their
group. If the group then approves, they can make the necessary are
rangements with the government.

For groups and communities which desire to go out as a unit and
2+
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On all group or community projects, we urge that the government
give special attention to thcse factors:
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(1) No individusl or gro
should be permitted to make ex
ment prograne.

(2) The projects should be so situated that they are not obnox-
ious to the people already present or dangerously close to military
depots or possible military programs,

(3) The groups or communities should be large enough so that
speclal military protection could be given if neccgsary and still
small enough so that they would not constitute a menace to the locali-
ty.

(4) The group should be so well organized, either because of
long acquaintanceship with sach other or because of special interests
which bind them together, so that they will be able to get along with
the minimum of trouble and disagreecment,.

(5) The group should be able to bear all or most of the costs of
setting up such rcsettlement projcets or give satisfactory evidence
that they cen repay whatever loans the government may grent them.

(6) The project is reasonable capable of sustaining or support-
ing the number and the type of people who desire to resettle there.

(7) The project either has sufficiont housing end other facili-
ties or can be supplied with the necessary buildings, etc., without
toc much cost or delay to accommodate thc resettlement groupe.

INDUCTION OR ASSEMBLY CENTERS:

°

Because first inpressions are so important, we suggest that as
many of the above recormendations as possible be made available at
these initiel centers. Proper management and planned routines will
do much to eliminate the confusion and troubles which mark so mamy
of these prcjects. Recreational, social, and athletic facilities for
young end old should be ready so that the evacuces will not be bored
by the lack of something to dos If possible, e very person should be
put to some type of work or planned program. 3chools for the clemen-
tary and the secondasry students shculd be available to all so that
classwork can be continued with the minimum loss of time. Adequate
food, both & s to quality and quantity, should be supplied. Special
efforts should be made to make everyone feel at "home" and that they
are invited to help in the general programe. Religious services for
all denominations and religions should be available. Proper medical
and dental fecilities should be set up to take care of my and all
cases, from fatigue toc childbirth to accident treatments. Processing
of the evacuees should be completed as soon as possible so that they
may be sent to the scmi-permanent or permanent projects without too
much delaye.

SEMI AND PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT PROJECTS:

We suggest that as many of the general recommendations given as
applicaeble and desirable should be adopted and applied to the semi=-
permanent or permanent resettlement projects.

In addition, we believe that those of us who are to be resettled
at a perticular point should be allowed to help in creating that cen-
ter. The homes should be as home-locking as peossible, and es comfort-
able as humanly possible under the circumstances. As much of the nor-
mal living process as 1s consistent with the loccation and the times
should be permitted. Their storaged furniture end other articles, if
possible, cught to be shipped to them as s¢on as possible so that nor-
mal housekeeping, to some extent at least, may be resumed.

Everyone should be put to some tesk immediately. Idle hands and
idle minds will create problems which might be avoided if all were put
to some constructive and useful work,
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ire population ought to bs called %c 3r and the plans

ion explained in full detal ta el cenpernod. Questions
wcrpd in detail and sugges nvited,

should be in full operation within a day or two of
evacuees. Conditions and other donsiderations
and non-cemp-~iike as possible. No intimation or
that they ere in concentration cemps or in pro-
the govsrnment docs not have full faith and
group and as individuals.

We must apoligilze for this lengthy and wordy list of recommenda=
We are fully aware that you and your staff have considered
them To your attention as some of our ideas conce rning what
y be done in the resettlement of the Japdnose evacuees. The
of recommendations does not prct“n” to deal with every problem
merely represents our thoughts regarding those which came into our
inds. We trust that they will be of some service and value to you.

Finelly, in concluding this letter to you, may we reiterate the
pledge of our Japanese Americen Citizens Lesﬁue to cooperate with you
to the best of our abilities and to offer to you and our Government
the individual and organizational facilities at our disposal.

Rusnoctfully submitted
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS IEAGUE

hlkc/4/ égf k() S o 7222\_,\

National Secretary
Field Executive




JAPANESE AMERICAY CITIZEYS LEAGUE
VATIOVAL HEADQUARTERS
Beason Building
Salt Lake City 1, Utah

Bulletin #25 August 24, 1944

LETTER FROM THE WAR DEPARTMEMT

August 14, 1944
Mr., John’Haynes Holmes
Chairman, Board of Directors -
MAmerican Civil Liberties Union
170 Fifth Avenue
New York City (10), W. Y.

My dear Mr, Holmes:

This is in reply to your letter in which you asked reconsideration of
thHe reply made on April 24 by the late Secretary of the Navy, Frank
Knox, ‘concerning the question you préviously raised regarding the
opening of the Naval Service to Japanese Americans,

I have given your-letter the careful reconsideration you request and
which 1t deserves, but find that it is impossible to accede to the pro-
posal that they be made eligible for any of the various branches of the
Vaval Service, including the Women's Reserves. This policy is dictated
not by any fundamental distrust of the loyalty of this 'group as a class
but because of the peculiar conditions which are encountered in present
Vaval warfare and which would make their presence particularly trouble-
some in active areas of combat, silich as in the Pacifice.  Insofar as ~
these reasons prevent men of Japancse ancestry from being utilized 'in
the Naval Service at sea, the only possible remaining capacities in
which either men or women could be utilized would be on shore. Even

in such billett, however, they would be sub jected to more ar less
contiruous, if unjustifiable, suspicion because of certain dcep~-seated
pre judices which are aggravated in the psychology of war,

Moreover, this determination has beon necessary because the immediate
nzeds of the Vavy require. general service personnel ‘capable of perfom-
ing unlimited duties in any capacity to which assigned, either ashore
or afloat, You will, therefore, perccive the impracticability of~
giving consideration to proposals which are otherwise meritorious, but
~which oreate collateral racial problcms of a complex naturc which can-
not be handled adequately under war conditions at home or in combatl
It is believed that, while this may work an incidental hardship upon
certain loyal Japanese Americans with valuable capabilitiés and talents
ghey will realize that during these trying times their bwn ultimate
ntbrests will best be advanced by pérforming important war-supporting
duties on the home front rather than to insist upon the recognition
of a status which it is impractical to grant in time of war,

Sincerely yours,

Ralph A. Bard ,
‘KS¥ing Setretary of the Navy




The attached is a tentstive draft of a letter sent to Saburo
Kido for his consideration and revision., It 1s intended to

reflect the concern of the JACL to the Chairman of the House
Committee on Immigration and Naturalizetion.




September 8, 1845

Hon. Sanuel Pilokstein, Chgliraan
House Committee on

iEmlgration & Baturallzaztion
446 Qld House UfTice Dullding
¥mebington, ». €,

veasy Mr. Dickstein:

Tour committee hearings, conducted in various parts
of the country reocently, have evoked Tavorgble comment, espe-
¢lezlly among those who bLelleve gur immigration noliey should
not lag Too far bebind the challenging needs of thecge times,

in geeking to humgnize our iamigration laws, your
committee sele g Algh standard of stateoraft. Legislstion
whleh jyour conmittes recomsends, we are confident, will sure-
1y do mueh $o promote the demooratiec philoszophy both within
ghd Lowsrd Shis country.

Raturslizgtion laws have exoluded ngtionsls freoa
eertaln places of origin s *ineligihle to citizenehip." leow,
in evidende of our emerging will to accord naturslizstion privi-
leges to the eomposite peoples in our lend, Congress has re-
gginded former restrictions upon Chinese nationals, Hills on
eimilar permissive legislation for Filipinos anéd East Iadians
are pendin e

dhis engbling Strend le Turther instanced in the ceces
of Japsnese nationals who have volunteered for the srmed forges.
if Tound quslified and aoecepted, they have been sble to become

eitizens of the United States.

Others of Japanese gneestry heve contributed toward
vietory to the best of thelr abllity and eireumstaonces. They
were unsble to enlist in the armed forees snd thereby obtain
citizenship. Xet, surely thelr wartime participation in other
than the military servises merits considerstion for their sll-
gibllity to cisizenship.
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Thousends of Japsnese sliens have aslded LYy production
on farme, and by work in ordnsnce plants, wer industries sad
government service., Still others have rendered an inestimable
contribution by engaging in oritical, secret snd strateglesl
brsnches of the war effors. lany more nave sent forth their
sons into the armed forges, where thelr outstanding performance
igs o mstter of public record. Some of thelir boys will not be
goming home,

In varying degress these Americsn residents of Japan-
ese desscent have get themgelves azpart from their aggressor pare
ent nation. They have become "state-less people.” They can-
not become Ameriosn citizens, snd they have glienated themselves
from Jepan.

Jeponese nationsle in vital flelds of our war effort
have taken positive, irrevocable stepe in demonstirating where
their loyalty and allegisnce reside., They have volunteered for
the Zilitery snd Navel Intelligence Language Sehools, FPsycholo-
gical War Services, Office of War Information, UfTice of Sirs-
tegie Servioces, Army Map Serviees, Transliteratlion Serviees,
Foreign Broadcast Intslligence Service, Cleavage Services and
Federsl Communications Commission.

The necessary secrsey wileh has shrouded their work
has kept the lignt of favorable publicity from playing wup the
valusble aid of these gliens, As far as thelr native country
of Japsn is coneerned, they have rendered themselves soclally
ingccentable sand exiles, politicelly. In the United States,
under present lawe, they can never be clitizens; they are for-
ever aliens.

Their situation examplifies 2 salutary need to ex-
tend to all found worthy the privilege of scquiring citizen-
ghip, irrespective of race or place of origin,

if we s2re to Lrosden the bacse of participation in
Anericen 1life snd realize more fully the demooratic concepts
in our ovn lsnd, American statesmen will scrutinize our nat-
urslizstion laws with stendards of liberty, humsnity and
Justice.

Yery truly yours,

Jabure Lido
HATIONAL PRESIDENT
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JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
_ . Netlongl Headquarters ; Sy
413 Beason Bldg. Salt Lake City 1, Uteah

September 12, 1945

Honorable Tom C. Clark
Attorney General

Jepartment of Justlice Building
Yashington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

With the termination of the war, the deportation of enemy aliens of
Japsnese ancestry willl be pressed most likely. Inasmuch as the discre-
tionary authority has been delegated to you, we wish to present our views
with the hope that they may be helpful to you 1n your execution of this
responsibility.

We are aware of the fact that & large number of alien Japanese
residents were arrested end interned at the outbreak of war. Subse-
quently through hearings and further investigations, many were paroled
or released outright.

While you were connected with the Wartime Civil Control Administra-
tion, we appecled to you to intercede with the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation in behalf of the alien Japancse to stop further arresting
“hen the mass evacuation from the West Coast was impending. We expressed
our opinion at that time that we had confidencc in the Isseil and that
sreat hardships would be avoided if the men were permitted to help their
families to evacuate without endangering the security of this country.
Wwe are of the seme opinion and firmly believe that the internees who
were the leaders of the Japanese communities will not be inimical to the
welfare of this country even if they should be pormitted to remain in
this country. Most of them have resided in this country for the major
portion of their lives, some forty to fifty years,

We appreclate the fact that the orgasnizational activities and
connections were factors which resulted In the intermmint in most cases.||
And as a precautionary messure, many were detained for the duration of
the war. However, we believe that in slmost every instance, they were
not anti-American but were carrying on their activities merely as commu-
nity leaders and the chosen officers of their organization. As peace- 'w
time undertakings, the activitics were not viewed as illegal or dangerous.M|
Almost every other nationality group carried similar activities in con-
nection with the country of their parents. Many of the functions were
iponsored or approved by Amcrican public officials. The circumstances
of war changed the situction. As innocent victims, it seems harsh to
venalize these internees with deportation. Wo are confident that those
who desire to remain in this country or those with families would not
have jeopardized thelr position if they had known that their activities
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would be looked upon with suspicion or as anti-American.

Those who . knowingly end intentionally alded in any type of
espionage work should be placed in one category. On the other hand, those
who participated in activities because of the fact that they were sub-
jects of Japan or chosen representatives of their organization should
not be deported mercly on grounds of sucpicion.

A large number have families with children who are American citlzens.
Some have sons or daughters in the Pfmericen armed forccs with their full
consent and approval. We believe the loyalty of their children is one
fact to indicate that they were not anti-American. If these internees
should desire to remain in this country, we believe every possible
opportunity should be given them. It is through no fault of theirs that
they remaincd subjects of Japan. The naturalization laws of this countey
denied them the privileges of becoming American ciltizens.

We believe the following factors should be given some consideration
in judging the merits of each case:

1. The number of yesrs the internee has resided in this country.

2, Whether a person is married and his family is residing in this
country .

3. The loyalty displayed by his family members during the war
period.

4, Whether the internee has haed business or property investments
to indicate his desire to permanently re¢side in this country.

5. The civic and community activities in which he participated
which contributed to the general welfare.

6. His sympathy and leadership in Americanization activities
before the war.

7. Whether the internee has indicated his desire to return to
Japen or remein in this country.

8. Whether any member of his family served in the armed forces.

9. Whether he has kno.:inrcly and ihténtionolly participated in
cspionage activities,

10. The recommendations he has been able to receive from friends
who are reputable citizens but not necessarily prominent.

11. Whether his pro-Japan activities werc in connection with his
leadership of organizations and similer to what every other nationality
group hed been doing.

12, Whether he had been anti~-American in his attitude or participated
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in pro-Japan ac in order to promote better understanding between
the two countri

13¢ Whether his pro=-Japan activities were openly done or of
secret nature.

14. The contributions made to Japasn should be balanced with those
mnade to organizations 1n this country.

15. Purchase of war bonds by family of internee or for his own
account before and after the outbreak of war.

t SO :
16. Whethcr a person s pro-Japan activities were for business and
sociel reasons.

We sincerely hope that with thc first hand knowledge you were stle
50 obtain while you werc on the West Coast before and after the out-
break of hostilities, your conclusions are the same¢ as ours. We hope
chat yon will give every internee, unless he has been directly connected
#1th espionage sasctivities, every opportunity to remain in this country
if he should so desire¢ and thereby enable him to recunite with his family
'r to return to the community where he had been established prior to
the outbreak of the war. We belicve most of them have lived the greater
part of their lives in this country and would prefer 1t to Japan if they
sould be given the choice, '

’ We believe ?hat & humane and fair treatment could be extended to thg
internees by a victorious nation.- To be magnanimous to the innocent
victims of war when national welfare is not endsngered is the American
1ay and a compensation for the bringing up of sons and daughters loyal

to the United States. A liberal ond understanding ettitude could be
accorded to those who have not been anti-American, who heve familics

in this country, and who deslre to remain as residents of this country

as evidenced by their conduct before and after the outbreek of war.

In closing may we express our appreciation for the interest that
the Department'of Justicc has shown in the West Coast violences since
*he 1lifting of the West Coast ban bv the wWestern Defense Commeand end
for the reépect and recognition accorded to the civil rights of those
of Japanese parentage throughout the war emergency.

Sincorely. yours,




MEETIRG
of
DVISORY EOARD OF THE
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZEN'S LEAGUE
417 Market Street, OSan Francisco

December 13, 1945, 10:30 a. m.

Present: Chaimman, Allen C, Blaisdell, Galen I, Fisher, Josephine Duvensck, Joe liasacka,
Ruth W, Kingmen, Leurence Hewes.

Report on present program of Regional Office of Japanese American Citizen's League,
by Joe Mssaoka.

Program divided into two parts:
(1) Public Relations: Giving publicity to favorable government

actions, interpreting community attitudes to returnees, particu-
larly to Issei, ete.

(2) Soeiasl Action:
a) Development of Japanese American Civil Rights Union, to
raise $125,000 to fight escheat cases,

b) 4ssistance to individuals, often invelving time and travel.

FPoundation Grants made to Jepanese American Citizen's League, on basis of:

(1) Service to Hisel and parents,
(2) Resctivation of JACL Unita,

General Discussion re program described:
Subject: Reactivation of JACL chapters.

(1) JACL trying to get returnses recognized as individuals, as residents
of this country, not merely as emissaries of good-will for Japanese
American population,

(2) Training for integration best accomplished through development of
JACL chapters.

Former leaders now relocated in Hast.

Potential leaders only 17-20 years of age badly in need of advice
and guidance.

Present process promotional. Formerly growth occurred from leader-
ship-down. Now from membership-up to leadership.




Subjeet: Self-support a goal of JACL.

(1) Pattern set in Denver - at first had to receive help = now entirely
self-supporting. May take two years in California.

Motion made by Mrs. Kingman and seconded by Mr., Hewes calling for a meeting in near
future of Advisory RBoard and representatives of the Rosenberg Foundation, to
discuss developing problems of JACL.

(2) Support of Foundation, granted for two year period, should be
gradually decreased.

JACL difficulties due to:

a) Distrust of Issei and some Nisei of JACL policdes in
support of Covernment at time of war,

b) All presently obtainable funds needed for (1) evacuee
assistance, and (2) escheat cases.

Sub ject: Membership of Caucasians in JACL.

Question: (1) Should Caucasians be sctive in JACL?

(2) Should JACL members concentrate only on JACL activities, or

should they enter other groups as individuals or as JACL repre-
sentatives?

Discussion: (1) JACL feels that groun participation will be possible after
ad justment of returnees.

(2) Nisei shy and retiring; still need leadership of JACL before
they will take part in other activities.

Subject: Japanese American Civil Rights Union,

Question: How are funds handled?

Answer: Now through office of JACL - later will be under committee elected
by group.

Suggestion: {Dr. Fisher) Formation end basis for organization should be
put in writi ng irmediately.

Subject: Membership dues of JACL.

Discussion: (1) All membership dues should be credi ted to JACL, as such
figures indicate popular support. Of interest to Foundation.

Same for contributions of Issei.




Subject: Financial accounts of JACL,

Suggestion: Professional help on books pe requested from Rosenberg
Foundation.

Suggestion: Local office should provide evidence that local member-
ship should assist regional office.

Guestion: Has JACL been able to tep resources (ed.note - local,
legal advice, etc,) to help support needy cases?

Answer: Yes, involving approximately $50,000.

Motion by Mr, Hewes, seconded by Dr, Fisher, and carried. Requesting Mr., Masaoka
to put on paper the entire organizational and financial structure of the
plans of the Japanese American Defense Union to raise {125,000 for the
escheat cases,

Motion made earlier by Mrs. Kingman, re meeting with Rosenberg Foundation represen-
tatives, wi thdrawn by Mrs, Kingman, until such time as further informa-
tion is available. Mr. Hewes seconded the withdrawal.

Motion made by Dir. Fisher, seconded by Mr, Hewes, requesting Mr. Masaoka to develop
and set down & plan (tentative) for the financing of JACL for three
years, indicating an incressing degree of self-support in the last year.

Ad journment - at 12:20 p.me




MINUTES

JOINT MEETING OF THE JACL ADVISORY AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES, Inter-
national Institute, August 15, 2:00 p.m.

PpRESENT: Miss Annie Clo Watson
Dr. John C. Leffler
Ernest Besig (American Civil Liberties Union)
Mari Okazaki (International Institute)
Roy Takagil
Joe Masaoka
Dave Tatsuno

ABSENT: DUE TO REPORTED TRANSPORTATION DISRUPTIONS
Mrs. Ruth Kingman
Laurence Hewes
Gelen Fisher
rs @ vis
arls Gfs éﬁg able to be present.

Allen Blaisdell, Mrs. Jomphine Duveneck, and Joseph
James were out of town.

Ed Banfield, due to a prior engagement, was unable to be
present.

WRA RELOCATION METHODS CRITICIZED

HReglional Representative Joe Grant Massoka explained that he had
called the meeting and had not cancelled it despite its being V-J Day
because of the urgency of éxamining the WRA methods of forcing closure
of relocation centers.

liasaoka reported that information had been trensmitted to him
regarding the coercive policy employed toward center residents. He
related how residents who had not made relocation plans were notified
by the Project Director to discuss their problems at an appointed time.
The center resident is escorted by Internal Security and MP's at the
appointed hour to the Project Director or Relocation Officer, who then
inquires whether relocation plans had been made.

In the event of a negative answer, the resident is told that a
train will be departing on a designated date to his point of origin.
Should the evacuee inquire about housing or means of support, he is
assured the WRA field offices will adequately take care of the matter.
(WRA field offices can only hope but cannot provide living quarters
in communities already facing acute housing shortage. )

If the evacuee ventures the opinion that he does not care to
leave at the scheduled time, he is warned that no other government
assistance will be forthcoming. Fuyrthermore, on the date set for the
center closure, all electricity and water will be furned off, food
supplies will cease, and maintenance of the center shall end. The
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eévacuee has no other recourse than to comply with the center admin-
istration decision to force eviction.

Beceuse Canal Camp of Gile River Relocation Center and Camps 2
and 3 of the Poston Relocation Center are scheduled to close as of
October 1, their announced terminations are watched as test cases.
Apparently, WRA hopes that the complete liquidation of these camps
will demonstrate to other centers the futility of hoping for alterng-
tives. The WRA is determined to employ total and even unnecessarily
hersh means to effect this demonstration.

WRA field offices admit that housing 1s g difficult, if not im-
possible, situation and that they are not prepared to handle the
mass return of evacuees to their districts, in splte of official as-
surances published within the centers.

Masgoka read an announcement posted in the Poston Relocation
Center under dgte of August 7:

"“The assistant gdvisors will not include on these special trains
any families who are dependent, for whom satisfactory arrangements
have not been made; neither will families who have an excludee or
detainee member be included.

“In the event that a faily does not respond to the project dir-
ector's memo within three days it must be assumed that the family wili
return to their place of legal residence. The assistant advisor will
proceed as follows:

"a) Contact the appropriate property office to arrage
for the delivery of ten boxes to theé family.

"b) Notify the Internal Security section whno will escort the
family hezd to the relocation office, where the gassist-
ant advisor will explain to him that if he does not ap-
ply for assistance the family will be coneidered eligi-
ble for only a transportation grant to their place of
legal residence. Persons designatéd for departure on
Sept. 5, shall be given until August 18 to choose their
destination.

"Persons designated for departure on Sept. 12, shall be
given until August 25 to choose their destinstion.

“Persons designated for departure on Sept. 19, shall be
given until Sept. 1, to choose their destinstion.

"Persons designated for departure on Sept. 24 shall be
given until Sept. 11 to choose their destination.

Mr. Carter
Relocation Officer"

After the reading Masaoka pointed out the actual methods employed
to back up this announcement is arbitrarily compulsory although its
language i1s not too indicative of the stern megares adopted by the
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center administration. Conditions bordering on near hysteria have been
described as obtaining within the centers.

According to Masasoka, a Nisel soldier serving in the Philippine
Islands has sought discharge and has come back to the states. He has
aged and ailing parente who do not know where to go nor who can sup-
port them, and his insistent request for discharge was made to come
home and provide for them. This Nisel sergeant says there are thousands
of other Nisei soldiers in the Pacific who feel as he does but cannot
obtain releassé. He indicated, too, their continued services in the
army of occupation are required more than even before.

Maseoka also related how he had been called into conference several
weeks ago by Jules Sietz, Washington WRA officisl, who had been sent
out to stimulate relocation efforts on the part of field offices.
Sletz had assured the conference, composed of Fred Ross, WRA District
Officer; Robert Gibson, Council for Civic Unity; Joseph James, American
Council on Race Relations, and NAACP; and myself, that housing is being
made available and that relocation was proceeding.

However, upon belng questioned rather sharply about the aveil-
abllity of housing, Sietz admitted their WRA policy, current in tne
thinking of WRA administration officlials, was that they hoped to
create by the forced influx of returnees to eachh area such a situation
of "imminent crisis" that municipal authorities and the Army and Navy
will be compelled to meke available some type of housing.

D g comiglag o ne

JACL Regional Representative related how many hardships and in-
humanities are being faced by center residents when thus compelled
to leave. He pointed out how National President Sgburo Kido had
sought support in January for deferred closure of some of the centers
to be used as a Mal ntenance Camp for unemployable and unrelocatable
families and individuals. Consensus at that time was that centers
should be abolished.

llasaoka now reports the general criticism to the WRA policies in
closing centers without providing for shelter and adequate assistance
to returnees after their departure from the centers. A number of or-
ganlzatlions are now active in seeking to mobilize nation-wide public
sentiment in protest. They hope that with this national support,
enough pressure can be brought upon the Secretary of Interior and the
President to intercedé for a more moderate and considerate center-
liquidation policy. ;

Those present at this meeting pointed out how JACL, by adopting
a policy of cooperation with WRA, felt that the utmost benefits could
be secured for the greatest number of evacuees. Becguse of this
cooperative attitude, the JACL has been highly condemned in many
quarters and particularly among evacuees. The expressions made were
unanimous thgt JACL, in the name of evacuee human beings and absentee
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Niseli soldlers and to assert its place of leadership for those of Jgpan-
ese descent, take strong public issue with the WRA that center closure
alternatives should be adopted, untll housing and other dependency as-
sistance 1s definitely forthcoming to those requiring it.

The Regional Representative was authorized to phone by long dis-
tance this attitude of the "best friends of JACL" to its National
President in Sp1t Lake City. The National Organizgtion, with the con-
currence of its National Committee, shall make public announcement of
its attitude to strongly advise center residents to resist compulsory
methods of being relocated until adequate assurances of housing and
asslstance are definitely promised. Masaoka was glso instructed, by
the body, to draw up a resolution expressive of the sentiment of those
present, which can be later circulated for the endorsement and concur-
rence of other organizations, and then transmitted as deemed necessary
for enabling action.

It was felt that in view of this urgent situstion, JACK should
teke a strong, forthright position and advise the centers of its at-
titude. The WRQ should be taken to task and its methods made a public
issue.

JACL TO MAKE PRESENTATION AT COMMITTEE HEARINGS

To be conducted under the chairmanship of Representative Dick-
stein, New York, the Committee on Immigration and Naturalization will
hold hegrings in San Francisco on August 27, 28, 29, and 30. The
agenda is slated to be, in addition to top immigration matters, "state-
less people," alien enemies, deportation of sliens interned in detention
centers, and the enforcement of deportation orders. The National Asso-
cilation of International Institutes, according to Annie Clo Watson, has
adopted an immigration policy expressed at the committee hearings in
New York. Their own local International Institute is preparing presen-
tations on a number of hardship cases, as well as the formulation of
an over-all immigration policy, which will generally seek modification
of the present national and racial quotas.

Ernest Besig of ACLU observed their organization is concerned in
the coercive methods employed by WRA in compelling evacuees to leave
the centers but déclared there is no law to prevent the use of such
methods. He said the ACLU is also preparing legal cases to test the
validity of citizenship renunciation by the unavoidable duress and at-
mosphere in Tulelake under which many Nisel expatriated. It was his
opinion that children of 15 and 16 thus sign away their birthright
without the capacity to clearly weigh the consequences of their action.

It was felt that the matter of dual citizenship would arise. All
present agreed that an attorney such as Maurice Harrison, or perhaps
Judge Denman, would be ideal to make such a presentation. lMassoka ex-
pressed the opinion that in any discussion of "gstateless people, " re-
portédly numbering some 5,000 expatriated Nisei in Tulelake, the publicity
would be unfavorable and reflect upon all Americans of Jgpanese descent.
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To counteract this unfavorable publicity, it was generally agreed
that a petition be presented on behalf of %“aliens ineligible to citi-
zenship," such as Issel working on strategic projects and as language
instructors for the United States Government. Also, a petition to
enable naturalization for immediate relatives of those in the armed
forces and the merchant marines be recommended.

The sentiment was expressed that a competent, expert attorney,
such as Saburo Kido, should prepare the various legal presentations
but should have other prominent and influential Caucasisn friends mgke
the actual pleadings.

lMiasaoka was instructed to contact Mr. Wickson of the local office,
U. 8. Immigration and Naturalization Service, to ascertain the agenda
and secure permission for the JACL to make its presentations.

Masaoka was instructed t® convey these ideas in his long~distance
phone call to the National President.

ADJUSTMENT OF EXPENDITURES TO BUDGET

lMasaoka explained that, upon recommendation of the Advisory Com-
mittee, the original Regional Répresentative salary, budgeted at
$175, wae increased to $200.

Because of the necessity té® attend frequent meetings and make

interviews, the Regional Representative pointed out that a smooth flow
of work was not always moving to the secretary because of frequent
appointments and interruptions. The possibility for securing dictating
equipment was brought out. Since the rent, budgeted at $60 per month
has been obtained at $35, it was the feeling that the $25 saved could
be devoted, if deemed necessary, by the Regional Representative, to

the purchase of a recording machine.

The Regional Representative mentioned that as it becomes neces-
sary to secure wide-spread support for the organization in both mem-
bership and finances, a thorough canvass of Jepanese American returnees
might become advantageous in the fall and winter. To do this effective-
ly, he made the observation that an sutomobile would be helpful. 'In
response to this suggestion, it was the feeling thet should sugh ve-
hicle be deemed helpful, part of the travel expense, adgeted at $800,
might be devoted to such purchsse.

The meeting adjourned at 4:30.
Respectfully submitted,
Joe CGrant Masaoks
JGil: sm REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE
NOTE PARTICULARLY:

The resolution is herewith attached. The wording, perhsps, may
be improved.
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Attached also are copies of letters from authoritative sources
on the housing situation. Phone inquiries today revealed that very
little changes expected in the housing situation, even with the cessa-
Tlon of hostilities. On the NAH letter the last sentence of the second
paraggraph mgkes note of the phrase "eligible to occupy war housing that
has been made avallable under the provisions of the Lanham Act." Un-
fortunately, while eligible, there is no war housing available. Fur-
thermore, with the ceasing of hostilities, though there is an expecta-
tion that cut backs in war industries may release émployees who might
return to their former homes outside the West Coast, 65 percent of
Caucasian war workers polled have indicated they will remain. Eighty-
five percent of non-white war workers polled have indicated they will
stay here.

The wives of servicemen now residing in San Francisco and other
coast ports will probably return to their former homes under the im-
pression that they can walt for their husbands at home since dischargees
will not remain longer than a couple of days or so in these coast ports.
This lessening of housing demand, however, will be balanced by the
three quarter of a million soldiers who will be returning to this area
and to their families who may then require housing.

It 1s a sad commentary that as housing might conceivably become
easler to secure, jobs will become corresp®mdingly harder to obtain.
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HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO
925 Market Street, San Francisco 5, California

August 7, 1945

Dr, Matt N. Crawford
Acting Executive Secretary
Council for Civiec Unity

101 Post Street

San Francisco 8, Californis

Dear Mr. Crawford:

We are pleased to respond to your request for "a statement of the
housing situation now existing and in the immediate future," re-
quested by your Jepanese Resettlement Committee of the Council.

This Authority is currently managing 12,079 units of housing, either
constructed or under construction. 9,565 of these units, which
include dormitories, trallers and portable dwellings, were built
exclusively for occupancy by in-migrant employees of the United
States Naval Drydocks at Hunters Point. 150 units have been allo-
cated to the respective Army and Navy housing offices. The balance
of 2,364 units, which include 273 trailers, are occupied by war
workers qualified in accordance with NHA directives through the War
Housing Center to this Authority.

There are no vacancies in any project today.

Two small projects, not included above, are belng constructed directly
by the Federal Government for occupancy by naval personnel and will
be managed by this Authority when completed.

The efforts of this Authority to secure additional war housing have
not been successful and our current informstion from the NHA indi-
cates that Agency i1s not presently cont emplating allocating funds
for or programming any additional war fousing in San Francisco.

Six permanent projects, totaling 1,114 units, will be constructed oy
this Authority as soon after the war as conditions will permit. In
addition the Authority has applied to the Federal Government for tue
construction of an additional 5,000 permanent low rent housing units
in the postwar period. Completion of this program 1ls dependent upon
the passage of the Wagner-Ellender Housing Act which has been re-
cently introduced into Congress.

Very truly yours,

/s8/ JOHN W. BEARD
Executive Director
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NATIONAL HOUSING AGENEY
Office of the Administrator

Region VI
Balboa Bldg., 593 Market St.
8an Francisco 5, Cslifornisa

August 9, 1945

Mr. Matt N, Crawford
Acting Executive Secretary
Council for Civic Unity

101 Post Street

San Francisco 8, California

Dear Mr. Crawford:

This will acknowledge receipt of your communication of August 6, 1945,
wherein you request information as to what steps are being taken to
make available housing for persons of Japanese ancestry who are re-

turning to this area from the Several War Relocation Centers.

Recently, several conferences have been held between the War Relocation
Authority, Federsal Public Housing Authority and the National Housing
Agency with respect to this problem and some definite steps are being
Taken by the War Relocation Authority to secure housing for the re-
turning Japenese. In this regard, however, we would suggest that you
communite with that organization for definite information. Ag you
know, many of the returning families will be eligible to occupy war
housing that nas been made available under the provisions of the

Lanham Act.

Furthermore, we are informed that there is still an outstanding quota
of priorities in the San Francisco West Bay locelity that are available
to these Japanese families if tney desire to build housing for them-
selves., We are hopeful that when this quota is exhausted we may be in
a poslition to meke available additional priorities for home construe-
Tion for these families.

We have been keenly aware of the problems confronting the families of
Japanese ancestry who are returning to this area and have been lending
every assistance possible in devising ways and means of solving some
of them,

fou can be assured that we will continue our efforts in this regard.

Sincerely yours,

/8/ C. J. HORAN for

PRESTON L. WRIGHT
Reglonal Representative
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A RESOLUTION ON THE RESETTLEMENT
OF AMERICANS OF JAPANESE DESCENT

(5) That a spegial old age federal assistance
fund be set up to provide for these displaced aliens who
cannot qualify under legal aid categories of their res-
pective states.

That the United States cannot jeopardize its
moral leadership among the nations of the world by
1l1-considered treatment of 1ts own citizens and peo-
ple dielocated by war.

That this resolution be transmitted to the
President

Secretary of the Interior
Director, War Relocation Authority.

Respectfully submitted,
JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS KEAGUE

By: Sagburo Kido
NATIONAL PRESIDENT




A RESOLUTION ON THE RESETTLEMENT OF AMERICANS OF JAPANESE DESCENT

CENTER
EVICTION
METHODS
WITHOUT
PROVIDING
HOUSING
DECRIED

FIVE

POINE
PROGRAM
URGED

AS
ALTERNATIVE

WHEREAS, Relocation of our American citizens and resi-

dents of Japanese descent from War Relocation
Authority centers on a humane and just basis has moti-
vated the interest of the national organization of the
Japanese American Citizens League; and

The Japanese American Citizens League believes
the federal government, as the prime mover in the evacua-
tion, has an inescapable moral and legal responsibility
toward these evacuees which does not end with the clos-
ing of the centers; and

The Japanese American Citizens League, and in-
forméd Americans who are cognizant of the WRA program,
tfavor the early resettlemént of evacuees wherever they
elect to go, are, nevertineless deeply disturbed by the
precipitate means, inflicting demonstrable hardships upon
evacuees, with which the War Relocation Authority seeks
to gain this admittedly desirable end; and

Persisting in these methods of compulsory re-
settlement adds further inhumanities and injustices
upon these evacuees and inevitably aggravates community
tengions in already congested houslng areas; n o w
t' e retl ore

BE IT RESOLVED: That we resffirm the government responsi-
bility toward these federally displaced
people, who normally maintained unusual records for self-

dependency, by recommending this FIVE POINT PROGRANM:

(1) That evacuees shall not be evicted from
the centers until an adequate plan --- adapted to each
individual or family, including available housing and
means of support --- is devieed, according to good social
work methods.

(2) . That a center or housing projects close to
the evacuees' point of origin be employed as an Interim
Center for those who have not been able to mgke adequate
resettlement plans within the center closing deadline
dates.

(3) That a Maintenance Center, as close as
possible to the evacuees' point of origin, be created for
those 60 yesrs and older; widows and soldiers' wives with
children; and others, unemployesble and incapacitated,
whose return to their original communities would necessi-
tate their becoming public charges.

(4) That specigl dependency assistance through
the Social Security Agency be provided for those who are
relocatable but who require aid to become self-sustaining.




STATEMENT

For the ctanding Subcommittee on Immigration and
Naturalization of the Committee on the Judiciary, House
of Representatives, United ctates Congress, liarch 19, 1947,
of Mike M. Masaoka, national legislative director of the
Japanese American Citizens League Anti-Discrimination Com-
mittee, Inc., P. O, Box 1628, Wwashington 13, D. C.

At the outset, I wish to thank the members of this
Subcommittee on behalf of the organization I represent
for the courtesy and privilege of appearing before you
this morning to express our convictions and our concern
for the various legislative measures now under your con-
sideration.

By way of explaining our interest in these matters,
may I say that the Anti~Discrimination Committee was inc-
orporated last summer as the legislative agency of the
Japanese American Citizens League. 1'e have some fifty
local committees throughout the United ctates and our memb-
ership is composed of American citizens of Japanese
ancestry and other Americans of good will.,

Since its organization in 1930, the Japanese American
Citizens League has consistently and constantly endeavored
to improve the common lot and life of all Japanese in the
United States as Americans, keeping in mind that the real
interests of our country are identical with our own group
interests.

Vhile I am officially representing only American
citizens of Japanese ancestry this morning, I am mindful
that I am also speaking out for those other American
citizens and their alien parents who are stigmatized as
we are, as being of races "inadmissible to the United
ctates and ineligible to naturalization®.

Tauese races now in the United States are revealed by
the records of the Alien Registration Section of the
I:migration and Naturalization Service. The number of
aliens in the "ineligible™ category, as of June 30, 1943,
are as follows:

Al shan g sles vntlie o versle 191
ML VeS| Sieie s vid aln's s s s sio e 274
i W S8 o o sk TRt RS IS
Koreans 3,021
VEDENO SO 1L ol vie e arvieiniese 90,928
British Pacific Iclanders . 247
French Pacific Islanders .. 116
GBI BT S8 e o dva oub 4 win s ivio e 288
JaVENOEB . Cd il e e e e . 283
Netherland Indians ecesceees 170
SN UPANS S S s s vine i i I

TOTAL 96,485

hese figures include the Territory of Hawaiil and
other territorial possessions.

All of these, citizens and aliens alike, are more oOr
less involved in the legislation now under ctudy.

The specific bills under consideration at the moment,
I understand, are House Resolutions 245, 674, and 1115,
introduced by Congressmen Walter H, Judd, George P. Miller,
and Herman P. Zberharter, respectively.
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Since all of these measures are designed to eliminate
certain inequities in our immigration laws insofar as they
relate to the deportation of #“inadmissible™ aliens, among
whom are those of the categories named above, we endorse
them in principle,

We favor H.R: 245 and H.R. 674, which are identical
because, in addition to those deportable aliens who will
be afforded relief by H.R. 1115, they provide for the
suspension of- the deportation of aliens who made valuable
contributions to our war effort and loyally aided the
United States during wWorld War II. Ve are firmly convinced
that these aliens who contributed so much to the winning
of the war, whether they fall into the "hardship cate gory"
or not, are entitled to asylum in the country they served
so well and at such risks.

Perhaps we are blinded by our own "prejudice" but we
believe that some bill incorporating the essential aims
of the three neasures now under consideration should re-
ceive the favorable attention of the Congress if only as
a matter of simple Jjustice and ecquity.

It is our considered judguent, however, that this
Subcommittee should consider a more fundamental approach
to the situation that c*o ted the need Tor this proposed
stopgap legislation. l'e respectfully suggest that the
appropriate time has coge vhen the Congress should repeal
the last remaining racial barriers against naturalization
and immigration.

The enactment of such basic legislation would not
only obviate the necessity for such uleceneal remedies
as suggested in the bills under present discussion but
would also solve many niore injustices and inequities.

Such a step is in complete accord with recent con-
gressional policy. Tuhe Chinese were granted naturalization
and guota privileges in 1943; the Eillnlnos and British
Indians in 19 Today, only a few 'fcovloc” remain in
the “*nadm1551ole“ sund "*iueligible" clas

Our practice of desig natln. certain ‘races" and
"peoples™ as "inferior" and "unuesirable“ as immigrants
and citizens is contrary to our commitments under the
United Nations Charter and smacks of the racist doctrines
of Hitler and Tojo, not to mention its repugnance to the
principles for which so many American soldiers of all
nationalities fought and died. In fact, when Zarl G.
Harrison resléncd as United ctates Commla ioner of Immi-
gration and Naturalization in 1944, he sald that the only
country in the world, outside of the United ctates, that
observes racial discrimination in matters relating to
naturalization was Nazl Germany. Now that Germany has
been eliminsted from the picture, this dubious distinction
belongs only to us.

while I must admit in all candor that perhaps there
are some who will question the propriety of repealing
the Oriental ZExclusion Act, I submit that we can find
no logical or reasonable basis for denylng to the few
thouseni resident aliens now legally in the United States
the privilege of becoming a citizen.

Since the largest grov involved is the Japanese,
may I comment on thelr record as resident aliens. Most
of them have been in the Uniued <tates for nore than a
quarter of a century; many for over fifty years They
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have made significant contributions to every community

in which they have resided, particularly in the field of
agriculture., They have proved themselves to be law abid-
ing, thrifty, and good citizens by any standard applicable
to any first generation immigrant group.

In the recent war, these ninety odd thousand Japanese
residents were classified as “enemy aliens"™ -- not because
they remained aliens by choice, but because they had no
other alternative. These "ernemy aliens™, particularly those
on the west coast of the United ctates, ivere called upon to
suffer uniquely and to sacrifice as much as any other
minority. Because of their faith in the American way and
in the ultimate fair play of the American people, these
resident Japanese conducted themselves loyally.

They not only aided in the factories and the farms
of our victorious war effort, but many served in the vitally
important counter-intelligence, map-drawing, interpretation
and translation, and documentation sections of our govern-
ment.,

Moreover, they urged their sons and daughters to
volunteer for combat duty with the American armies in
Europe and in the Pacific. And, in the words of the late
General Joseph . Stilwell, these Japanese American troops
"bought an awful big hunk of America with their blood®.

Yet, today, fifty “thousand . parents of these gallant
soldiers cannot become citizens of the country for which
they and their children gave so much.

They are still branded as "enemy aliens®™ and we,
their American citizen children, are forced to suffer
because of this accident of birth.

Many bemedaled war veterans are losing their lands
because their parents who are "ineligible to citizenship"®
bought that lend for them years ago.

The Iwamure brothers, for example, both ex-sergeants,
one having served in the Pacific in military intelligence
and the other a Purple Heart veteran of the famous 442nd
Regimental Combat Team in Italy and France, had to buy
back their land from the State for (;29,625. Miss Tomoye
Fujita, an American citizen born in Sanger, California,
worked for the Federal Communications Commicsion as a
foreign language broadcast translator. Her brother served
in the American Army. The State "escheated" her lands
because her "ineligible to citizenship" father and mother
had given it to her many years ago.

And if these alien land laws in some 12 western states
were strictly enforced, American citizens could not permit
their own parents to live on the same land with them,

"Tneligible" aliens are excluded by law from almost
one hundred different fields of employment, vocations,
and businesses in the several states. 'hile most of these
apply to all aliens, nevertheless they are permanent prohi-
bitions to our parents, among others, because they cannot
remove themselves from the alien classification through
naturalization., And in isolated places and cases, the
prohibitions are specifically extended only to "ineligible®
aliens., Until recently, in Portland, Oregon, no Japanese
national could receive a business license of any kind. In
California, no Japanese alien can engage in commercial
fishing -- "as a conservation measure™, the State Fish
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Commission puts it.

Mrs. Nawa Munemori, widowed mother of Congressional
Mzdal of Honor winner Private First Class Sadao Munemori,
cannot receive an old age pension from her state, even
though the United States govermment has awarded her the
small pension that all dependents of soldiers killed in
our country's service receive., My own mother, who had five
sons who fought overseas in Zurope, with one son killed
and three others receiving the Purple Heart among some
30 odd decorations and ribbons, isn't sure that she can
lease property for commercial or residential purposes,
because even this right to garn a living or to have a
home is contested by California.

Most of our parents have lived a lohg and useful
life, They have done their best to bring us up as citizens
worthy of the great heritage that is America's. We ask
that they, too, be allowed to share with us the priceless
privilege of American citizenship. TFor aside from all
other considerations, this citizenship will prove to them
that at long last they have been accepted by their fellow
Americans as worthy of our citizenship, that they are not
only good enough to live in our country and to pay taxes
but also to be citizens in our country.

We respectfully urge, therefore, that this Subcommittee
give serious consideration to a bill that propoces to
remove the last remaining racial barriers to naturalization
and immigration. Such a bill is H.R. 857 by Delegate
Joseph R. Farrington of Hawaii. I have been informed that
the Justice Department is in complete sympathy with the

aims of the Farrington bill, but that they feel that the
resolution as presently drawn is administratively unwork-
able, If this is the case, we urge that a proper bill be
drafted immediately, and that this Subcommittee give ser-
ious consideration to it in the light of the present cond-
itions in the United States and the world.

The enactment of such corrective legislation would
accomplish that which is contemplated by the dJudd, Miller,
and Lberharter bills and much more; it would also eliminate
some incongruities in our present laws and in some proposed
statutes.

An exanple of the former is the plight of the Japanese
wives of American servicemen. Even though the Congress
in 1945 passed a Soldier Brides Act, it has been held that
this Act does not cover those imerican soldiers who were
unfortunate enough to fall in love with and to marry a
person of Japanese "race", even though that person is a
citizen of our neighbor, Canada. They cannot bring their
wives into the United States with them. Accordingly,
private bills have had to be introduced for their relief.

As exemplary instances of proposed legislation that
carries on this discrimination, there are those bills
that would permit the alien parents of honorably discharged
American veterans, except those "ineligible to naturaliza-
tion", to become citizens by taking the proper oaths in
the appropriate courts.

Because we feel go strongly on this subject, and
because we feel that a great majority of Americans, inc-
luding many of our comrades in arms of all nationalities
who fought with us overseas, believe with us that naturali-
zation and immigration privileges ought to be extended
to all those now denied them, we earnestly recommend that
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this Subcommittee call for and conduct public hearings
as soon as your convenience permits,

we know that we are not alone in this plea. Recently,
a number of distinguished Americans throughout the nation
organized themselves as the Committee for Zcuality in
Naturalization with the avowed purpose of attempting to
correct this tragic situation.

A few of the committee members are:

Mrs. Wallace B, Alcxander, prominent club woman and
civic leader, San Francisco, California; Roger N. Baldwin,
director, American Civil Liberties Union, New York City;
Dr. Eugene L. Barnett, general secretary, National Council
of the Young Men's Christian Associgtion, New York City;
Miss Pearl Buck, author and Far Bastern expert, Perkasie,
Pennsylvania; Dr. Miles Cary, educator, Honolulu, Hawaii;
William R. Castle, former ambassador to Japan and former
assistant secretary of state; Dr. Monroe E, Doutsch, provost
of the University of Culifornia, Berkeley, California;

Dr, Edwin EZmbree, president of the Julius Rosenwald Fund,
Chicago, Illinois; Earl M. Finch, businessman, Hatties-
burg, Mississippi; Galen M. Fisher, former YMCA secretary
in Japan, Orinda, California; Dr. Harry ZEmerson Fosdick,
pastor emeritus, Riverside Church, New York City; Dr.
Frank P, Graham, president of the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill, North Carolina; Lester N. Granger,
executive secretary, National Urban League, New York City;
Dean Earl G. Harrison, former United States Commissioner
of Immigration and Naturalization, dean of the gSchool of
Law of the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania;

Charles R. Hemenway, businessman, Honolulu, Hawaii;
Coarles E. Hughes, Jr., attorney, New York City; Mrs.
Mary Ingrahem, president of the National Board, Young
vomen's Christian Association; Dr. Rufus M. Jones, chair-
man, American Friends Service Committee, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania; Robert Kenny, former Attorney General of
California, Los Aingeles, California; Mrs. Ruth Kingman,
president, California Council for Civic Unity, Ockland,
Californiaj; Rt. Rev. Arthur Kinsolving, chairman, National
Committee on Christian Education, Phoenix, Arizona; Benjamin
Kizer, vice-chairman, Institute of Pacific Rclations,
Spokane, lwashington; Rcad Lewis, director, Common Council
for .iserican Unity, New York City; 4Alfred J. Lundberg,
retired church leader, Oakland, California; Zarnest B.
MacNaughton, banker, Portland, Oregon;

John J. McCloy, former assistant secretary of war,
New York City; Mrs., Burton W. Musscr, former United States
delegate to the Pan American Conferences, Salt Lake City,
Utah; Dr. John Nason, president, Swathmore College, Swarthmore,
Pennsylvania; Bishop Edwin O'Hura, Kansas City, Missouri;
Dr. James G. Patton, president, National F..rmers Union,
Denver, Colorado; James L. Paxton, businessman, Omaha,
Nebraska; Dr. Clarence C. Pickett, secretary, fmerican
Friends Service Committec, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania;
Jacob Potofsky, president, Amalgamated Clothing Workers
Union, New York City; A. Philip Randolph, 1"..C2 and
president, Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, New York
City; Rabbi Irving Reichert, San Francisco, California;
Bishop C. Rcifsnider, Pasadena, Culifornia; Mrs, Eleanor
roosevelt, Hyde Fark, New York; Walter Rsuther, president,
United Auto Workers Union, Detroit, Michigan; 1Will Rogers,
Jr., newspaper publisher, Hollywood, California; Joseph Scott,
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attorney, Los Angeles, California; Lumen Shafer, chairman,
Foreign Missions Conference of North imerica, New York
City;

Dr. Jesse F. Oteiner, author and Far Eastern expert,
University of Washington, Seattle, Washington; Mrs., Joseph
W. Stilwell, Monterey, California; Dr. Charles P. Taft,
president, Federal Council of Churches of Christ, Cincinnati,
Ohio; Willard £. Townsend, businessman, Chicago, Illinois;
Bishop Henry St. Gcorge Tucker, presiding bishop of the
Eviscopal Church in North America, Richmond, Virginia;

Dr. Henry Pitney Van Dusen, president, Union Tireological
Senminary, New York City; Richard J. Walsh, publisher,
president, East and 'Jest Association, New York City; and

Dr. Rey Lyman Wilbur, president emeritus, Stanford .Univer-
sity, former Secretary of the Interior, Stanford, California.

It ig interesting in this connection to note that
the National Opinion Research Center of the University of
Denver in their Report No. 33 pointed out that last year a
public opinion poll of the people in the United States
showed that twice as many of thosge cuestioned thought
that the Japanese in this country who are not citizens
should be granted this privilege as those who did not,
with ten per cent undecided.

In the name of the soldier dead of all nationalities
who died that we might have an opportunity to fashion a
better America and a greater world of peace, Jjustice,
and equality for all, we urge the immediate removal of
the racial bars in our federal naturalization and immigra-
tion laws as a small yet significant step in the right
direction. In the name of our loyal parents who have
demonstrated through the years every cualification of
exemplary Americanism, we petition this Subcommittee to
initiate now the necessary action to grant them theilr
last remaining desire: citizenship in the country of
their adoption and of their children's birth.




JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

Southern California Regional Office
258 Bast First Street
Log Angeles 12
MAdison 6-4471

RE: HR 199, Equality in
Naturalization and ITmmigration

On March 1, 1949, the House of Representatives passed by an overwhelming voice
Yote HR 199, Equality in Naturalization and Tmmigration. This bill will open up
the naturalization procedures to those who are now ineligible because of their
racial background. The following are excerpts from the speeches made by
California Congressmen on the floor of the House of Repregentatives in support
of this bill. The statement made by Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. of New York -
regarding thé atmowphere of the House was so remarkable that it 1s also included
here.

Mr. POWELL. Mr. Chairmen, to rise in the midst of this atmosphere and propose

an amendment does not sit well on my conscience, because, frankly, I have never
seen such a fine atmosphere of good will and brotherhood in terms of race rela-
tions since I have been in Congress, and I want to compliment everyone., I was
Just saying to one of my colleagues that 20 years ago a bill like this introduced
in this body would have torn these seats up. I want to congratulate everyone

for his wholehearted endorsement of this excellent bill.

Mr. Leroy JOHNSON, Stockton. Mr, Chairman, I want to say a fow words on behalf

of this bill. We have had a long history of irritation end conflict with oriental
peoples in California which I believe thie bill will solve. Ae the gentlemen
from Minnesota (Mr. Judd) mentioned a short t'me ago we first had it during the
gold rush days and during the railroad construecticn days in the s'xties and seven-
ties. It finally culminated in 1898, I believe, when Mr. Geary, a Member of
Congress from the first district authorized the anti-Chinese legislation which

was passed. Later on we had the Japanese problem They were coming to California
in great numbers prior to the First World War. We were fearful that because of
their rapid increase in population, they would overwhelm the white race. I am
frank to say that I was one of those who had that fear. In 1920 I ‘was & member
of the delegation from California which went to the national convention of the
American TLegion. The delegation was instrumental in having a resolution passed
by the national convention of the American Legion providing thet in the future

no more immigrants should be allowed from those countries whose nationals were not
eligible to become citizens. Iater the 1924 immigration act wes passed which ex-
cluded orientals from citizenship., But curiously time and evolution have solved
the problem that worried us, which was based on the Japanese birth rate. In 1920
we projected the birthrate of Japanese forward about 50 years, and thought that

in that period, due to their large families they would equal the white population.
The result that followed, as far ag the American-born Japanese, wag the Japanese
became thoroughly Americanized. The best proof of it was that they began to have
small families with one, two or three children Just like tlie white Americans.

Ae they were educated and lifted their standards of living, they became more
American in every way. Their birthrate decreaged. For instance, Paul Scharren= -
berg, a great labor leader in California, advocated that they be given a quota
and that we recognize that they were people who were worthy of becoming Americans
and that they had the capacity of becoming thoroughly Americanized in every way.

With the small quota provided in this bill we need have no fear that any of the
group involved will flood our country. We will have to admit, I think, that this
is a one-way street.

There are no imericans who want to migrate to Japan or to the islands of the
Pacific, but those people will want to migrate to our country where they will have
better opportunities for a broader and freer 1life.

We are trying to build good will around the world. I say to you that you cannot
do it by picking out certain races because of their color, nationality, or other
reagsons and barring them from the privileges that we accord to other peoples
throughout the world. That is the merit of this legislation. By this legisla-
tion we are recognizing that this group of people are human beings Just ex we are.
They are human beings Just like the Germans, the Italians, the Scandinavians and
the Irish who came to America and who have had a big part in making America what
it ig. If we accord this new group equal treatment, we hope that we will plant
the seeds of friendehip and the seeds of good will which will help us to build
this world into & peaceful world. That is the all-important problem before our




country, namely, to find scme way to get stebility in the world. We went to find
gome way to get peace in the world, end this is one step in that direction. That 1s
why I favor thies legiclation. This step by ue will give hope and happinegs to many
people in all parts of ke worid.

Mr. Chet HOLIFIELD, Los Angelcs. Mr. Chairman, I riee in support of HR 199. I bed”’

lieve thaet this bill is & wortny one, and that ite pessage is long overdue. It

geems to mo that it ie a matter of besic Justice that we give to the permanent alien

residents of the United States the right to become neturalized citizens. I am als

in agreement with the principle that imuigretion quotas ghould be established for the
people now excluded in the Asian and Pacific areas.

This bill will meke it possible for the fathers, mothers, and other relatives of boys
who served in the fmericen crmed forces in the recent World War II, to become Ameri-
can citizens. In ny particular district, the largest racial group which will be
affected will be thone of Japanese ancestry. There are, at this time, 1living in my
district many of the Japanese-American veterans who won undying fame in the famous
L42nd Regiment. There are also buried in the cemecteries of my &istrict many of the
Japanese Americen soldiers who gave their lives in defense of our country.

Surely these boys have demonstrated their loyalty to the Govermment of the United
States. Surely it is a matter of plain justice that thelr relatives be allowed to
put on the cloak of citizenship of the country for which thelr sons fought and died.

I am perscnally acquainted with many of the Japencee Americans who live in my dis-
trict and I want especially to mention the Eest Loe fAngeles Chepter of the Japanese
American Citizens League. I have meb with these young people end have discussed
their problems with them. I know that they are worthy citizens of our greet country.
Thelr loyalty and their ability to contribute in the yeays to come will aid areatly
in carrying out the principles of cur democracy. I am proud to have then as’céonstis
tusnts of the 19th Congressional District of Crlifornia and I am proud to stand on
the floor today and agk ry colleagues to vote for HR 199 which allows their rela-
tives now residing in the United States tc beoome naturalized citizens and esta-
blishes immigration quotas for other individuals from the land of their racial
origin.

The number of people affected in my district probebly would not amount to over three
or four hundred. There night be 500 in my ccngressgional district. So they are not
a great political factor in eny election in my digstrict. I do not come here to
plead their cause from thet etandpeint. T plend thier cause because I think that a
principle of real democracy is involved in this question.

Historically, the people of the Statec of California have shown a great antipathy
toward the Japanese people. A groat deal of this antipathy goes back to the early
gold-rugh days and more recently it wag caused by their cconomic competition in-the
field of vegetable, fruit, and flower growing. Farm organizations and farmer groups
were against the Japanese people bocause they could outproduce and outcompete in the
field of agricultural production. But after the war was over and the Japanese Ameri-
can people in California proved their loyalty to the country, that feeling began to
dic down. Now there are only Just & few individunls here and there, and one or two
rock-ribtbed reactionary groups that are ageinst this particular bill., Our great

Los AnBoles Chember of Cormerce is in favor of this particuler bill with the limits
of the committee amendments.

Mr. George MILIER, Alameda. Mr. Cheirman, this is a good bill. This bill knogks in
the head the theory of superior races. This bill is opposed to the theory advanced
by Hitler's Germeny and the war lords of Japan end accepts the American theory of
equality. It puts intc effect the Christian principle of the dienity of man. Man
was made in the likeness of his Maker, and the Christian thecry does not teach that
the pigments in a man's skin or his racial origin are a basis of Judgment.

This is a good bill. Tt is 2 bill that will make for better understanding and peace,
a better understanding of the peoples of the great Pacific Bagin, whose good will we
mist cultivate and have. We on the Pacific coast know these pecple. We know the
Japanese particularly. We are proud of their service to thig ccuntry during the war.
They wore given the acid test and were not found wanting. T think the best evidence
of that was established last year when the Board of Supervisors of the City of San
Frencigco passed a memorial urging the adcption of the predeceasor of this bill.

An editorizl later appeared in the San Francieco Chronicle, one of the oldest and
foremost papers on the Pacific coast,urging the sdopticn of this bill.

T think this merks & new era in legisletion of this type and character. That era
cormenced with the passcge of the bill that set up the token Chinese quota. It was
enhanced by the passage of the bill that set up the token quota for the Eest Indian




people. We now complete it by removing immigration restricticns on the people of
the Pacific triangle. This is a bill that, if enacted intc law, will bring great
good to this country in the future.

Mr. Gordon MCDONOUGH, Hollywocd Mr. Cheirman, I wish to call attention to the fact
that if there ig an erea in the United States that would be opposed to this type of

légiglation, where it affects Chinepe and Japancse, it might be the Stcte of Calif-

ornia. But on the contrery, just ti he

I have resolutions frcm the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, which endorsed
the bill when it wes bbf(rw the o« J-_,; a year ago, who reasse their same feel-
ing about it at this time, a i

Similar resolutions heve been passed by the Los Angeles Chember of Commerce, which
reprcsents the business interests of the c'nmwni*v, ndorsing the pill, and endorsing
it 'in the belief that under the present restricti , Japa > who are not privi-
leged to become citizens of the United States, are wcrking under a very severe handi-
cap and that this legislation would relieve thet situation.

I just wanted to impress that on the cormittec, from an area of the United States
which felt the impact of Pearl Harbor perhcps more than any other section of the
United States. Where we had tc resort to reallocaticn of some 36,000 femilies of
Japanese origin into relocation camps and then out of thoge cemps, manyof these boys
born in the United States, born of Japanese alicn parents, entered the United Sta
armed services and came out of the war with fine reccrds and have now revurned to
their homes and are seecking to relieve their parents of the embarrassment of denial
of citizenship, which this bill would provide.

The fact that thesge people are racial ineligible for citizenship automaticelly
denies them many provilcges. In California these aliens are barred from such occu-
pations as law, real estate, insurance, tcaching in public schools and civil service.
They cannot become dictors, dentists, public eccocuntants, phermacists or registered
nurses. he most c>ntr0":rsi?l of these restrictions are those of the California
Alien ILand Law that prevents these aliend froum owning or leasing real property.
This law was difficult to enfores and has been the center of much controversy. On
January 19, 1948 the United States Supreme Court rcndered a decision involving one
of these land cages--Oyoma againgt State of California--that has made it virtually
imposgible to enforce legally strict compliance with the California lond law. The
attorney general of California heg announc that ag a result cof this dec*”*on,

ed

the State will not proceed with other gimilar cases, In the Oyama case the &dlien
Japanese prcvided the meney, but his citizon son tock ,103( to the land. Hﬂthor,
Celifornia’s attorney general has stated that the decision of some of the Supreme
Court Justices was such that he doubts the w1ﬂdom of prCSfbbT“D” cages even if title
were taken by a stranger on behalf of the alien.

This development naturally minimizes the practical effect this proposed bill would
have in relation to our alien land laws. Representatives of a large local title
company concur in this view.

In conclugion it appears that this bill as it relates to the aliens now
country would not have any serbus effects on our community
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DECLARATION OF EVACUATION LOSSES FILED WITH THE LEGAL RIGHTS
0 APANESE RICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

i1 can e 1% i1 s en
f Japanese ancestry

(hereby register this declaration of losses resulting from evacuation un-
(der Executive Order 9066, dated Feb. 19, 1942. This statement is com-
(piled to the best of my recollection and knowledge and 1s subject to
(revision. This loss compilation is directly attributable to Executive
(Order 9066 and not by reason of war, military service or businees condi-
.(tions. Evacuation, based on ancestral origin, caused unduly dispropor-
{(tionate property damaeges, as compared to the normal wartime experiénce
(of the unevacuated population.

. PRESENT OCCUPATION:

. AGE: BIRTHDATE: BIRTHPLACE:
MY DEPENDENTS Name Relationship Male Female Age Remarks

Amer
nt o

B *

6. Rt EE
. PRE-EVACUATION OCCUPATION OR BUSINESS:
" HOME OR FARM ADDRESS:
" BUSINESS ADDRESS:
NUMBER OF YEARS ESTABLISHED IN ABOVE LIVELIHOOD: IN ABOVE LOCATION:
ESTIMATED PRESENT ANNUAL INCOME $ , as of date
(Note: If return is recent, estimate the average income received )
for the actual period since return and project it for a year.)
COMMENTS ON PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE IMPROVEMENT IN EAERNING POWER WITHOUT
ASSISTANCE: . ey e &

Soon: Eventually: G
MARKED DETERLORATION 1IN HEALTH DIRECTLY RESULTING FROM EVACUATION OF SELF
OR IMMEDIATE FAMILY: Yes Medical Attention §

Comments: ..... AR A

ESTIMATE OF 1936 ; 1937
ANNUAL INCOME: 1939 ; 1940 ; 1941 §
(Compiled from Income Tax records / /, Sales Tax Records / /, or other)
(documents . Caleculated to the best of my recollection with the )
(21d of family members ‘
. AMOUNT OF PARTIAL SUBSIS CE GAINED FROM FARM, BUSINESS OR EMPLOYMENT:
1936 § ; 1937 ; 1938 §
1939 $ ; 1940 ; 1041 §

La  EAruniay A% cuatioen Tine: A

. CROP VALUE § ' DATE Loss §

. FARM WORTH g DATE LOSS §
. HOME WORTH DATE LOSS
. EQUIPMENT 2 RS T\ - LOss
Calcul Gy e A O T b A%
. FARM RENTAL WORTH ANNUAL LOSS

HOME RENTAL WORTH ANNUAL LOSS g

. EQUIPMENT * " ANNUAL LOSS !

Total 2P . PR ELAEN

Crop Acreage Market Vslue

¥ Yearly loss §

. GREENHOUSE, COOPS, EQUIPMENT DETERIORATION: Repdars require

. REESTABLISHMENT IN OPERATION TO FORMER CONDITION REQUIRES

; Comment:

. PURNITURE, HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS WORTH § SOLD FOR § LOSS ﬁ_
Present replacement cost §

. HOUSE WORTH $ SOLF FOR & DATE LOSS ﬁ__

. HOUSE RE%TAL WORTH @ RENTED FOR ¢ FROM T0
LOSS




In Business A€t Evacuation
31. TOTAL VALUE OF BUSINESS, INCLUDING ALL AS SETS §
32. SOLD FOR § DATE LOSS §
FIXTURES, EQUIPWENT §__ ~ SOLD FOR $
. INVENTORY VALUE § T BSOLD FOR §
. @OING VALUE, ®O00OD WILL WORTH § ~— BOLF FOR §
. Total Number of Workers
. REAL PROPERTY WORTH § SOLD FOR $
. COSTS OF LIQUIDATING BUSiINLSS, FIXTURES,
COSTS OF NEGOTIATING NEW ARRANGEMENTS, ATTORNEY'S FEES.
STORAGE CHARGES, CUSTODIAN'S FEES
Time spent in liquidating assets and buginess detaile
Caleulation of Loss in Leasing or Absentee Management:
. ESTIMATED ANMOUNT LOST 1942 1843
. BY MILITARY EXCLUSION 1944 L 1945
. In Service Business or Profession, Earning Power Was Stopped: Yes No
Clientele Has Been Lost By Evacuation: Tes No
Number of Years In Building Clientele “Annual Income Loss §
f‘comip%\ent, Tools WORTH § sOLP FOR § E
88
TOTAL COST OF LVAGUATING MY FAMILX..
Cost of medical inoculatlons.
Crating, drayage, freight charges.
Total warehouging charges....c.evnvev v
Special purchases of trunks, gsuitcases,
trailer, outdoor clothes, shoes, 31 PR A
Purchase of car or truck for voluntary evacuation
Motoring expenses to destination
Busg., rail feres and other expenses.
TOTAL COSTS OF LIVING IN THE RELOCATION CENTER...
Purchases made to furnish barracks .
Clothes bought, elothing 2llowance recelved.....
Shoes bfought, shoe allowance received....
Foodstuffs bought to supplement mess fare... §'»
Hooks., medications, recreational equipment, notions bought. ... |
¢ Wege allowance received for center work.
. TOTAL COST OF RESETTLEMENT FROM A RELOCATION CENTER
Travel grant received or personal funds expended..
Subgistence allowence received or personal funds.
Cost of Personal Effects Bought.
Gost of Furnishings Purchased
Costs involved in starting in business, occupation
Costs of idleness while seeking employment, opportunities
. TOTAL COSTS OF RETURN TO THE WEST COAST..
Travel grant received or transportation costs...
Costs of idleness ¥hile seeking housing, Job..
Coste of renoveting, repairs.......... :
Coste of reestablishment.........
Costs in buying & house...... s S TR b R A
Costs of buying furniture, howsehold effecte. . vsvcevararnisa
. ESTIMATED LOSSES DUE TO LOOTING, RANSACKING, VANDALISK, DEFACEMENT §
Of personal, real and tangible property resuliing from evacuation.
(Not including normel depreciation, wear and tear)
. ESTIMATED LOSSES DUE TO MISMANAGEMENT, REMOTE CONTROL, FALSIFIED
REPORTS, FORCED SALES, FRAUDS, MISREPRESENTATION
. COSTS OF PROPERTY INSPECTION & BUSINESS TRIPS during the period of
¥ilitary Exclusion, including roundtrip expenses, escort costs. §
. ANY OTHER EXPENSES INCURRED AS A RESULT OF EVACUATION not covered
above. Detail sheets, schedules, comments may De attached.

B SEA CREA
ARSI
) SO
RGBS
st

e, e e

I, do hereby solemnly swear (or affirm)
that the answers to the foregoing questions are as accurate as my recol-
lection and knowledge make possible. This gtatement is made for the pur-
poses of an evacuation loss survey and is not a claim for compensation.

DATE: SIGNED:

WITNESS:
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.~ Presented to New York Conference on Japanese American Resettlement
' JACL OB JI B P I VR S
A NATIONAL PROGHAM OF RECONVERSION AND REHABILITATION FOR
JAPANESE AMERICANS

1. RE-AFFIRMATION OF FEDERAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR EXECUTIVE ORDER 9066:
A continuing federal agency 1s needed to administer terminal prob-
lems resulting from people displaced by federal decision. Among
consliderations are:

a) No evictions from present public housing until other dwell-
ings are made available,

b) Famlly housing at public housing projects for returnees, now
1iving 1in emergency hostels or cramped witn friends, on
the baslis of thneir being distressed war dislocatees.

¢) An assistance fund to provide for gged persons who cannot
qualify for categorical aid 1n thelr respective states
because of alien status, gnd for otner evacuees incap-
able of self-support.

Individugl proceéssing, re-training and placement for those
finding adjustment to se€lf-support difficult.

Future releases of factual information to counteract tae
stigms and discrimingtions engendered against the en-
tire population of American citlizens gnd residents of
Japanese descent by the operation of Executive Order
No. 9066.

1) Reestgblisnment assistance for potentially self-sustaining
returnees.

g) Amelioration of hardship cases: FOR INSTANCE, Oct. 30, 19465:

REPORT OF SCOTTY H, TSUCHIYA, REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE JACL

Los Angeles, O &l

“In tone case of Mr. Watanabe, 86 years old, and Mrs. Wata-

nabe, 84 years old, blind, deaf and body half paralyzed, Mr.

Watanabe begged that his wife not be put in the hospital be-

cause she cannot speak the English language. He 1is fearfui,

should they be sepgrated now, his wife's condition would only
grow worse and she would pass away within a short time from
loneliness. (Watanabe not being a hospital case would not

be able to stay witn his wife.)

"Mr. Watanabe's one and only wish is for a smgll place

where the bedroom, latrine and bgtaroom are under one roof.

“He told us, he does not wisn to go to the Trailer camp

because going tinere...the latrine and bath house ig outside

and community shared. There he would not be allowed to carry

hies wife into the Men's lstrine and bata house, nor wouid he

be allowed in the Women's section. He sald that, at least, at

Lomita being among Jspanese people and their knowing his problem,

ne can go in and out of the Men snd Women's section without un-

easiness. Al

"Also, there are three va§§§narrow steps st the only en-

trance of tine Trailer. The ddor is narrow, whicn would make

it very difficult and dangercus for Mr. Watsnabe to carry his

Wife througn the door and attempt the narrow steps. The la-

trine and batn house also have steps as the Trailers are gll

elevated off the ground.

"Mrs, Fujil, 64 years old. Arthritis has deformed the fin-

gers ot both her nands as well as toes and feet. She has no

power of moving and cannot put her snoes on herself or dress

hersgelf. Mr. Fujii has to go witn her to the lstrine, help

her remove the crutches from under her srm and hss to sest her

on the tollet and then has to nelp ner get up. They refused

the treller on tne same basis gs Mr. Watansbe.

“Mr. Fujii ssid hie wife could not pass through the nar-

row door of the Trailer on ecrutches gna by no means can she

descend or agscend the narrow steps on crutches; she has g airf-

ficult enougn time to walk on level ground...

"IThe rainy wegtner is here now and we gre having two days ot it.

We had a call from the Air Strip in Lomita this morning in re-

gards To the unsanitary condition everyone is confronted with

there. Thnere sre only taree latrine units to serve tie 600

in the Lomita Air Strip. There are 6 toilets and 6 laundry

tubs to one unit. No disinrectants are provided for tne la-

Trines. The lgundary tubs are used by the people to wash clothnes,

-
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wasnh disnes, baby bottles, baby chambers, batne babies, etc., as
no otner facilities are provided for tnis need. Tnree latrine
units are not adequate to serve 600 people and they wanted us to
do sometning about itv.*

REPORT OF JOE GHANT MASAOKA, REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE, J AC L
San FPrancililsco, Cal., Nov. 2, 1946.

"Aged, lncgpacllated, unemployable and indigent returnees
receiving county welfare find their goo.80 (female) and $51.8%
(male) dependency allowances insufficient to cover tuneir montaly
expenseg of $45 for board ana rent. Trne same deficiency plagues
indigent hostel residents. Privete cooking is proniblited in botn
project and nostel. QUESTION: How can tne $8 montnly shortage
be mgde up?

“Freight snipments 3,000 miles away are made cost-iree but
deliveries within a 206 mile radius are caargeable to tne evacuee.
Tnis dreyage of property witnin a 20 mile areg Ol rall nead or
warehouse is assumed by the WHA only 11 a pauper's oath 1s signed.

"WRA warenouses are scheduled to close around April 1, 1946.
Evacuee property must be accepled before tnis datlé, althougn it
is expected many evacuees will still have to be 1iving in cramped
quarters where storage space i1s lmpossible,

UBig family fatners of 8, 9, 10, and 1li find Thnemselves Iaced
with a deily food bill of $L per nead while in the housing projects
or hostels. As farmers they made ends meet, but as wage earners
end common lsborers, how can their paycnecks cover enough for fooa,
rent, clotuoing, and the numerous lincidentals?

" - w

2. SUPREME COURT CONSTITUYIONALITY OF LAND SEIZURES UNDER ALIEN LAND LAW
TO BE TESTRED

a) 1t 1s basea upon ragce discrimination. Jgpanese Americans
gre the only group appreciably afiected.

b) Denies the equal protection of laws (l4tuo Amendment) to
Jepenese Americans, since it is Nisel lands wnicn are
under escneat proceedings, made possible by tne Cglii-
ornia Altéen Lgnd Law.

¢) It imputes unfgir presumptions of bad faitn 1in tne acquire-
ment of real esteste.

d) stablisnment of a stature of limitations 1s called for.

UNBIASED ISSUANCES OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSES
Constitutional rignts or citizens and foreign born, who are
legaily restricted from gaining ngturaslizstlion, shoula
be uphelid. S
b) Deniagls due to national or lgce an unadue nhgrasnip on
dependents wio agre Amer 1tizens.

RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS STUNL KRG ANTZATION IDEALS
a) Legal housing segregstions g¥c en unlawful combination in
restraint of American documentary principles.
b) Minority members are kept from atlalning nomes in keeping
with aspirations and personal standards.

5. RE~DEVTERMINALION OF EVACUALION CONSYIITUTIONALITY BY SUPHEME COURY

a) Free men are faced with an unprecedenied power, placed 1n
tine hends of the military, whican can be wielded in a
tareatening fasnion agalnst the civil liberties of otner
groups.

b) Now freed from tne constraint of military urgency, tue
Supreme Cours ougnt to be given Tue opporiuniiy to re-
verse its "legaslization of rgeism," particularliy in
view of the war record of Japanese American and the tac-
tical potentiglities or atomic bomb offense.

¢) Just ss the commanders of Pearl Hgrbor are subject to court
martial for their military snortcomings, Gen. John L. De-
Witt snoula be cross-exgmined for nis "race tneory" de-
ecision. Left uncngllenged, 1t poses under tine guise OI
military autonority similar inhumanity TO otner groups.
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6%" COMPENSATION FOR LOSSES SUFFERED BY REASON OF EVACUATION

a) Disproportiongte financlal dasmages, as compared To otner
civilian war losgsses, were inflicted upon evacuees by
Executive Order No. 9066. Subsequent coniinement to
centers stopped tneilr further egrning power.

b) A bi-partisan congressional committiee to study losses
occagsioned by Executive Orcer 9066 would be advisable
in view o1 thne needy situation O mesy esvucUSES,

¢) Congressional passage of a speclal gct would engblie resti-
tution and indemnirication in tne Court of Claims.

o) Tne carrying out of Executive Order No. 9066 was a positive
orader directed agalinst members of one race, penalizing
tnem solely on tne bgslis 0I ancestral origin. LXpropril-
ation and common thievery ol their properties resulted.

DISCRIMINATORY CASUALIY INSURANCE RATES SHOULD BE ABOLISHED
a) Allegea higner risks snould be disproved tarough hearings
helda by legislative Interim Committees and Tae gtgte
Insurance Commissioner.
b) Japanese Americans pay premium surcunarges from 50% to
300%, or are faced witin refusals for public Lliabliaity
ana property damage.

NISELI ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICEH IN VETERANS ADMINISTHALION DESIRABLE
a) Possible bgrriers to full enjoyment of the GI Bill oI Rignts
' and Benefits by Nisel solaliersg can be clesred more readily
by a Japanese American gdministirative officer.
b) Problems of Niseli GI's gre furtner complicated by the dislo-
cation of tneir families by evacustion.

WORKMEN'S UNEMPLOYMENYT INSURANCE SHOULD BE SOUGHY
a) Workers unemployed by the cirocumstance of the Pacific war re-
ceived unemployment compensation until they were placed in
relocation centers when payments ceased. The interruptéd
benefits should be continued for the period set by law.

RE-INSTATEMENT OF NISEL CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS SHOULD BE FACILITATED

NON-RECOGNITION OF CABLE ACT SHOULD BE REVERSED
a) Federal legislation permitting Nisel women married to Issel to
retaln thelr cltizenship has been over-ruled by a state
court on the basis of alleged dual ciltizenship.

NAVY ENLISTMENT PROHIBITION TO NISEI SHOULD BE RETRACTED

FEDERAL, STATE, MUNICIPAL FEPC SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED

" *

¥
Por AMERIOCAN RESIDENYS OF JAPANESE
ANCESTRY
1. CITIZENSHIP THRU NATURALIZATION FOR ISSEI SHOULD BE SECURED
a) With an act establisning Cninese eligibility to citizenship,
and g Filipino and East Indign's enagbling get pending, Ameri-
can residents of Japanese descent should be consldered
. under an "gccepting" legislagtive bill for naturslization.

<. DEPORTATION OF ALIENS SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO JUDICIAL PROCEZDINGS

a) dJapanese nationals who are detalned should have thelr de-
portation reviewed under Jjudlcigl proceedings where
legal eviaence, ratauer tinan supposition and gllegation,
can control the determinagtion. Many such aliens have
sons in the United States Army.

b) Internagtional merchants sho are Jgpanese aliens engaged in
trade with Jgpan become subject to deportation orders.
Deprivation of the family head and chief support works an
especlisl hardsnip upon dependents who are American citi-
zens, :

9. REPARATIONS COMMISSION SEIZURES OF PROPERTY SHOULD BE LEGALLY
DETERMINED
a) Iesei, inadmissable to citizenship, have nad their properties
subject to the jurisdiction of Federal Reserve Blocked




da
Accounts and the Allen Property Custodian. As long=time
residents of thelr gaopted country, any confiscation
of their properties by the Allied Reparations Commission
should be on the basis of thelir essentigl allegisnce, as
determined by JudBcial procedure. Not only the Issei
but his children gnd dependents who are American citizens
are affected. The sanctity of any impairment to the self
respect of those with American 6itizenship must be examined
closely.

4, FISH AND GAME CODE ISSEI RESTRICTIONS ARE DISCRIMINATORY
a) Tne Californls state legislature revised its state fish

anéd game codes to prohiblt sliens of Jgpanese descent
from engaging in gommercial or sport fishing. Not only
does 1t keep life-long Issel fishermen from engaging in
the only livelihood they know but Nisei fishermen can-
not go to sea so long as the Issei boat-owners gre
barred.

o, REVOCATION OF CONTRABAND PROHIBITIONS IS TIMELY
a) Refusing release of radios, flashlights, knives, bows and
arrows, swords and cameras to Issel seems illogical
when Nisel can ngve and operate such articles in tne
Ssame home gs thelr Issel parents, Wartime gecurity
megsures become senseléss when they are needlessly
prolonged.

6. REMOVAL OF TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS JUSTIFIABLE BY CESSATION OF WAR
a) Confining aliens of Jepanese descCent on g mMass basis, even
though individually their sons may have set a brillisnt
war record, 1s no longer Jjustifigble. Issei sre still
permitted to move gbout only within g five-mile radius
of their nome.
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Fred Fertig. Appointed Full-Time

Executive Secretary of Chapter

One of the major plans made at the "Leaders' Advance" in
July was carried out on August 8 when Fred Fertig was en-
gaged as full-time executive secretary of the Los Angeles

JACL Chapter.

His desk is in the Regional Offioe.

In announcing Fertig's appointment, the cabinet and com=
mittee heads sald they believed their choice was a wise
one because of Fertig's years of background in sociologi=-

ocal work with Japanese and other racial groups.

His wide

renge of contacts with civic organizations as well as in-

ter-racial groups is expected by the leaders

to prove in=-

valuable to the local Chapter in furthering its program.
In taking office, Fertig said he was mtriguod with the

possibilities the position
afforded him, "The JACL by
its very mnature will be the
major agency of developing
community unity,"he declared.
"It is especially important
they develop unity to combat
prejudices as a minority,"
he stated.

The new executive secre-
tary welcomed oriticism and
emphasized that the services
of his office were open to
everyone.

For further oomments by
Exscutive Secretary Fred
Fertig, see his letter to
the editer in the column
"PUBLIC OPINION" on Page 2
of this issus.

Fertig was graduated from
Chapman College of this city
in 1936. He then attended
the Pacific School of Re-
ligion in Berkeley, Calif.,
for three years.

He served as pastor of Ni-
sei churches in Northern and
Southern California for six-

(Continued on Page 8)

Senator Tsukiyama to
Be Representative in
Case for Statehood

Senator Wilfred Tsukiyama
(R.), Hawaii's only Senator
of Japanese ancestry will be
one of the representatives
to Washington, D.C., when the
Territory presents its case
for statehood, according to
his daughter Doris, who vis-
ited here for a fortnight
the latter part of August.

Senator Tsukiyama repre-
sents the NMuuanu Distriet of
Honolulu. He was elected to
office in November, 1946.
Previously, he was district
attorney of Honolulu.

Whether Senator Tsukiyama
will support Dewey, Stassen
or Warren as the Republican
Party's candidate for Presi-
dent in 1948 was not knowm
by his daughter, since she
says her father is "keeping
mum" on this subject.

Migs Tsukiyama is enroute
to New York City where she

will attend a beauty oculture
school.

FRED FERTIG

Movies of Occupied Japan Feature Monthly
Local League Gathering; Fertig Infroduced

Movies of occupied Japan
featured the monthly meeting
of the Los Angeles JACL Chap-
ter held on August 21 in the
Miyako Hotel Conference Roam,

Reed Lawton, formerly an
interpreter and an adjutant
with the war crimes trials
in Tokyo,gave a running com=-
mentary with the showing of
the films which he took.
Lawton is presently director
and owner of & linguistic
institute in this city.

Chapter President Frank
Chuman introduced Fred Fer-
tig, newly-appointed full=-
time executive secretary, to
the members. Fertig said the

MASAOKA® WHISKS IN AND
OUT OF CITY IN A DAY

Mike Masaocka, legislative
director of the Anti-Dis-
crimination Committee, was
here briefly on August 26.

Arriving in the early aft-
#rnoon by plane from San
Prancisco, he attended a
leaders' dinner meeting at
5 peme and a general gather=-
ing at 8 pem.

Masaoka then left by air
at 11 for Washington, D. C.

COMBAT TEAM

"We've come a long way from home,'
442nd queen from Hilo, Hawaii, to Mayor Fletcher Bowron
of Los Angeles as Blanche Jikaku, the Combat Team's queen
from Honolulu, Oahu, smilingly looks on.

==PHOTO COURTESY OF TOYO MIYATAKE STUDIO

three questions asked him
most during his brief time
in office were: 1l. How do
you like the job? 2. Aren't
you discouraged already? 3.
Vhat's the matter with the
JACL?

Eiji Tanabe,Southern Cali-
fornia representative of the
National JACL, reported on
the five-day national staff
meeting held 4in Salt Lake
City August 13 to 17. He
revealed that the staff had
unanimously -recommended JACL
membership for the Issei.

Richard Itanaga, co-editor
of the VANGUARD, spoke brief-
ly on the problems and poli=-
cles of the publication.

Many Beneficial
Bills Introduced

In First Session .

More than 200 bills de-
signed to benefit persons of
Japanese ancestry were in-
troduced during the First
Session of the 80th Congress,
according to Mike Masaoka,
national Anti-Discrimimation
Committee legislative direc-
tor. The session was ad-
Jourmed July 27.

Legislation on immigration
amd natumlization relating
to persons of Japanese an-
cestry received by the Sen-
ate nmumbered 29 public and
38 private bills, while the
House were recipients of 38
public and 82 private bills.

Four bills, twoprivate and
two piblic, which Masaoka
says specifically benefited
persons of Japanese ancestry,
were passed during the past
session and signed by Presi-
dent Truman,

The first public bill pass-
ed was the First Deficiency
Appropriations Bill, which
included a section indemni-
fying 97 former Poston and
Manzanar residents for loss-
es sustained through fires
in the centers,

The other public ©bill to
become law was the legisla=~
tion permitting.inadmissible
alien spouses of American
veterans or servicemen to
enter this country for per=-
manent residence pr ovided
they were married within 30
days after the enactment of
the aoct. The bill was signed
on July 22, This was the
first time since the Orien-
tal Exclusion Aot of 1924
that Congress has made an

(Continued on Page 8)

Hawaiian Members of 442nd Prove Claims
Made Over Nostalgic Glasses of Spirits

The 442nd Combat Temm's Island members sent two convinc-

QUEENS SURROUND MAYOR

ing reasons to prove that their oft-repeated "no can beat
Hawailan wahines" statements made over reminiscent tumb=-
lers of vino and cogmac were not idle boasts. The reasons
arrived here in mid-August by Clipper in the sylphlike
forms of Blanche Jikaku and Jane Udo, 442nd queens from
Honolulu and Hilo, respectively.

They were chosen in May by ticket sales vote at similar
carpivals held in Honolulu and Hilo. Proceeds from the
enterprises will go toward the erection of 1living war me=-
morials in the form of ela=-
borate club houses in the
two cities for veterans of
all races and creeds.

The queens had been roused
from a sound sleep for the
interview by Fred Matsuo,
live-wire director of the
Hawalian "Takarazuka" troupe,
who has been beating the
publicity drums for them.

Both were smartly dressed
in suits out of Hawaii's
most exclusive shops. They
answered questions gracious-
ly and effectively parried
many of this writers' ideas
of witty verbal thrusts.

Both girls are rather tall
for Nisei, 2l-year-old Miss
Jikaku is 5 feet 4 and a
half inches tall and 20 year
old Miss Udo 4is but an inch
shorter.

Miss Udo is a ucreurg

(Contimmed on Page 8
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says Jane Udo (right),
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Progressive Program Planned

Out of the "Leaders' Advance" held in
July emerged the post-war policy and pro-
gram of the Los angeles JaCL Chapter. It
is gratifying to note the dimmer-meetings
did live up to 1its theme. Advances were
made. The participants did not allow the
discussions to retrogress orbe braked to a
standstill by ostentatious double-talk soO
common in gatherings of this mnature. In=-
stead, problems were attacked in a direct,
crisp mannere.

A healthy and promising sign of progress
was the apparent determination of the lead-
ers to follow an objective rather than a
subjective program. From the wording of
the aims of the Chapter, it is evident the
policy makers are striving to have local
persons of Japanese ancestry abandon their
pre-war and present isolationists' waygs.
Commmunity integration is being stressed.
This attitude was actively applied during
the "advance" when commnity leaders of
other races took part in the confabs.

An active program is being planned to
foster increased commnity participation by
Nisei in joint socials, study groups and
work shops. Vocational opportunities will
be actively promoted. In order to help
Japanese Americans acquire a sense of secu-
rity in commnity affairs, the Chapter will
sponsor study groups in Nisei psychologye.

A proposal to sponsor a medical center,
home for the aged, orphans' home and simi=-
lar activities, as Issei organizations did
before the war, was defeated. Instead, more

By Frank Chuman

Eight months have gone by since the for-
mal reactivation of the Los Angeles Chap=-
ter. Time has fled swiftly and silently by,
not "on wings of song" pernaps, 8O much as
on wings of pressing problems.

It was a hardy cabinet member indeed,who,
upon his first meeting with his other newly
elected members back in the bleak days of
January, 1947, did not think as he saw the
months stretch interminably ahead in his
year of imposed duty, of how he or they as
cabinet members could ever hope to Wrest
order and cohesion, form, substance and di-
rection from a sprawling metropolitan organ-
ization which had 1lain dormant during the
long war yearse. And yet as 1 look back over
the road which we have traveled, I cannot
help but marvel at the shape of things to
comé for the Chapters True, there is still
the confusion of problem and policy, the
indistinct delineations of responsibilities
of committees, the needless calling upon a
few faithful and hard-working members for
most of the work and in a great many proj-
ects a lack of planning and amateurishness
for which 1 take the greater share of the
blame and criticism. Nevertheless, I feel
with that instinctive sureness which only
comes to those who have 1lived close to a
project, that the Chapter is "on the way."

There comes to me the hope that through
the individual efforts of the members, as
well as through the Chapter, that we may
slowly, if necessary, lay down on our own
conscious initiative those golden planks of
integration over which we may tread boldly
out into the great American communitye.

For us to recede from the dynamics of
modern living is to condemn ourselves to
the lives which we lived before the war---
that of living on small individual islands
within ourselves with no outlet to the
mainland. Ve must take the first step out
from these islands, whatever our personal
trepidations, for by figuratively throwing
out our golden planks of integration, there
awaits the American community ready to hear
our problems, to assist us to attain our
full rights and to invite us to participate
with {hem as americans toward a richer fu-
ture.

THE HUB OF NISEI PROGRESS
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efficient ways of referring persons of
Japanese ancestry to community welfare serv-
ices are being worked out. It is pleasing
to note this cosmopolitan attitude has been
adopted and the old method of "looking aft-
er our own kxind" has been cast aside. For
the solving of such problems, there should
be a joining in with the general community.

Along with this objective trend of com=-
munity consciousness is the heartening rec-
ognition that the Nisei is not a special
case. The Japanese american has many prob-
lems in common with other minority groups.
Cooperation in the fight for abolition of
discriminative measures whenever possible
is obviously the best means
rather than an individual struggle.

Techniques for carrying on an efficient
public relations program are being devel-
oped. The JACL's program must be properly
publicized in order to0 favorably impress
the community and beat down prejudice. The
Nisei as a personality must be "sold" in
order to gain unprejudiced bdbut wuninformed
persons as friends.

Inorder tofacilitate the entire program,
Fre d Fertig, an individual with a wealthof
background in inter-racial and community
activities, has been engaged as full-time
executive secretarye.

However, the success of this ambitious
program, no matter how well-planned or exe-
cuted, 1s doomed to fallure unless the
Nisei shed their cloaks of apathy, roll up
their sleeves and makea sincere effort to
carry out the progreesive plans born of the
"Leaders' advance."
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Chapter Needs Discussed

To the Editor:

There is every reason for
the Los Angeles Chapter of
the JACL being the most vi=-
tal and influential of the
Citizen's League 1locals in
the United States. Los An-
geles is once again the cen-
ter of Japanese population
in the nation. We have a
large influx of Japanese from
both rural and wurban sec-
tions of other parts of the
country that already are sup-
plying wus with fresh view=-
points and human resources
of talent and energy. The
executive cabinet and a small
but appreciable number of
our membership bring to the
reactivated Chapter youth-
fulness, and a combination
of aggressive and progres-
sive attitude.

The needs and opportuni=-
ties for community service
are greater than ever be-
fore, and now there are new
conditions that deserve a
popularly supported organi-
zation truly representative
of the Japanese., With the
Nisei having come of age
since Pearl Harbor and the
Issel looking more and more
to their children for both
moral and financial support,
it is imperative that the
Nisei organize on a communi-
ty wide scale for activities
of mutual benefit,

There is a great reservoir
of good will among the Amer-
ican people toward Japanese
Americans won by their war=
time record of patriotism,.
This should be ocapitalized
upon. Because of broadening
experiences in the army and
in resettlement in the lid=-
dle West and East, and en=-
couraged by the attempt of
the American government to
correct the mistakes of evac-
uwation, Japamnese Americans
are coming to take a new
perspective upon their citi-
zenship re sponsibilities.
This perspective requiresdi-
rection, The JACL--with its
membership inclusive of raoce,
sex and age (unlike no other
organization among the Japa=-
nese), is especially charged
with giving leadership to
assimilative processes cur-
rently operating.

Our program emphasis in LA
Chapter is not to be so much
on membership and money as
formerly but on projects of
a practical nature, Some
of the project possibilities
currently being studied for
early inauguration are:s A
luncheon c¢lub for the First
Street area; vocational guid-
ance conferences; advisory
service to vets; and the
forming of a junior JACL,

Fred Fertig,

Los Angeles.
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OH HAPPY COLLEGE DAYS!

With the opening of the
fall term only a few weeks
off, campus clubs will be
gathering their forces for a
whirl of activities. Out on
the UCLA campus the Bruin
club will be headed by Pres-
ident Tosh Nakahiro of Pasa=-
dena, llembership in the club
is open to all races.

Sandie Saito is the presi-
dent of the Chi Alpha Delta
Sorority. The Chis are hold=-
ing two Rush Teas during the
sumer and will have chosen
their pledges by the time
the semesater begins,

Out on the SC campus, the
Japanese Trojan Club will be
headed by Bob Hayamizu. He
will be guided by ex~prexy
Kenny Uyesugi, who has been
appointed instructor in Jap=-
anese language by the uni-
versitye.

WEDDING BELLS

Surprise wedding of the
month was that of Fumi Kato
to Dr. Hirakm Ishida. The
ceremony was a quiet family
wedding at the home of the
bride's parents, Dr. and Mrs.
Shokichi Kato on august 10.
The bride was attended by
her sister, Teiko, and the
groom's best man was his
brother, Dr. Itaru Ishida,
dentist of San Francisco.
Dre He Ishida, a former res—
ident of ilenlo Park, received
his D, from Yashington Uni-
versity, St Louis, Mo, He
recently opened his office
in this city.

AT THE HOLLYWOOD BOWL

Enjoying the cool evening
breeze and the Terpsichorean
art of the Ballet Russe de
Monte Carlo were many par-
ties: lir. and Ilirs. George
Shinno and their guests,Flo-
rence and lMargaret Suzuki
who were visiting from Cleve=-
land and New York respec-—
tively; ilrs. Louis Kitagawa,
liary Wakamatsu, anne Sakauye
and Ruth Tanaka, visitors
from Denver; Ilir. and lirs,
Uiki iigamoto and theirguest
(myself); Frank Chuman es-
corting Sue Takimoto and his
sister, Yemi, who flew here
for a month's vacation from
Washington, D. C.; Harry Hon-
da and a slim young damsel.
OUT OF TOWK VISITORS

Our fair City of the An-
gels has had many visitors
during the summer: Betty
Hachisuka from MNilwaukee;
Krs, Sem Seno and three
children from Seabrook Famms,
New Jersey; Joyce Llatsuda
from Denver; Dr, and Llirs.
Tom Abe and their two child-
ren; Joe Tanimoto, lMrs, Eve-
lyn Seto and son, Russell
from Chicago; Jane akimotg
Salt Lake City; Dr. and lrs.
T. Hiratsuka, Detroit; lir.
and lrs. R, liomii, Cleveland;
ir. and Lrs. Chick latsui and
daughter, Dale, from Oakland;
Dr. and lirs., George Shinoda
from Davenport, Iowa.
(Continued on Page 8)

Plans for Nationwide
Talent Contest Made

Plans for a nationwide am=-
ateur talent contest to se-
lect performers who will tour
the Territory of Hawaii are
being made,according to Fred
Matsuo, director-producer
of the "Takarazuka" troupe
from Hawaii which recently
completed a three-week state
wide showing.

The return tour of the Is-
lands is being planned as a
reciprocation for the good=-
will tour made by the 1l en=-
tertainers from Hawaii.

Jim Itagaki will be in
charge of the talent hunt in
Los Angeles.

Institute Summer

Canteen Will Close

Under the sponsorship of
the International Institute,
the Teen-Age Canteen will
hold its final social eve-
ning on September 12.

The Canteen was organized
July 3, offering sports,
games, dancing and other re-
creation to the youths rang-
ing from 13 to 19 years.

This project has been un-
der the leadership of teen=-
agers Dorothy Takeyama, chair-
man; Kay Yoshida, secretary;
llary Tateoka, treasurer and
Mush lliyateke, representa=-
tive.

4 booklet on the Canteen
is being prepared..

Chi Alpha Delta Alumni
Offer Woman’s Scholarship

The Chi Alpha Delta alumi
of the University of Cali-
fornia at Los Angeles is of-
fering a scholarship con-
sisting of tuition fees and
a sum for books for the fall
semester, which is available
to all new women entrants
and transfers,

Applications should be sent
to Kay Xumai, 3947 Hammel
St., Los Angeles 33,

e ————

Methodists Hold Confab

The 16th anmual Confererce
of the Pacific Coast Japa-
nese Free llethodist churches
was held July 25 to August 3
at the Pacific Bible College
at azusa, Calif,

Phe main speakers were Ulr.

CPe Laggard, president of
the Facific Bible College,
and Dre. C. Dorr Demaray,

President of the Los Angeles
Pacific College.

Nisei participants in the
10-day program were: Rev.,
William Kobayashi, Rev. John
Mjyabe, Mrs.,  Haru Tanita,
Gedrge Takaya,lMakoto Sagawa,
Bette Sakai, Mrs. Yaye Saga-
wa, Paul Ichino, Rev, Hide

SUMMER PROGRAM HELD

The Colleens Girls' Club,
composed of women in their
late teens and early twene
ties, conducted an informsl
summer program.

Miyo Ishigemi is president.

o ult R

By Jean Emory

SUE TAKIMOTO

Iwo years work on the Col=
orado "Times" in Denver gave
Sue Takimoto her good exper-
ience in newspaper work
which is one of the reasons
the Los Angeles VANGUARD is
coming to be a successful
paper.

Sue is one of our youngest
members and an able one., Be=-
sides her work on the "Times"
she was employed by the Cen-
tral City Opera House Asso-
clation in that city rising
from a clerk-typist to the
Executive llanager,

Because she is interested
in all religions in relation
to social problems and group
work, she is majoring inthe-

ology at the University of

Califarnia at Los Angeles
night classes.
Social work and singing

are her main interests. Sue
has a beautiful soprano voice.
She started her singing car-
eer at the age of seven, in
Seattle, Washington, where
she was barn. There she was
guest artist on many recitals
and sang at the annual gov=-
ernor's banquet in Seattle.

She did a great deal of
entertaining in the liinidoks
Relocation Center in Idaho,
which she says was strictly
amateur. But having heard
her sing, I'm sure it was
more. than thate. At that time
she won first place in the
Idaho state contest for high
school studentss

She is being sponsored in
a benefit concert to be giv-
en in St, Mary's auditorium
on September 19 by the Cam-
i1lles Club, a girls' organ-
ization of which she is a
member, Along with all these
activities, she mamages to
find time to direct the 30
voice Young Buddhists'choir,

This young lady has quite
a future in store for her
and I'm sure great things
will come of her vocal car=-
eer. However, someonse should
teach her to use chopsticks
-=-she hasn't learned yet,

ISSEI ORGANIZE SUPPORTERS’ GROUP

The Koenkai, an issei sup-
porter's group of the local
JACL Chapter, was recently
organized.,

The organization's purpose
1s to support the JACL pro-
is to support

A8 a result of the first

membership appeal, 60 Joined,
according to Eiji Tanabe re-
gional JACL representative.
To launch their fund-rais-
ing progrem, a Japanese movie
was shown by the group re-
cently which netted approxi=-
m.tely 3300, it was reported.
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———By Jack Kunitomi

While the Nisei athletes
of Hawaii have been earning
the plaudits of fans, Nisei
and otherwise, in pmctically
all athletic endeavors, the
local or the mainland "ko-
tonks" have been delegated
to the back seat with very
few names crowding the head-
lines.

Of more than oasual ine
terest to local sport fans
will be the profes sional
football debut of Wallace
Yonamine, now training with
the San Francisco 49'ers, an
entrant in the All-Amerioca
Conference.

Yonamine has established
his reputation and ability,
cavorting with the Leilehua
Alums last year, which barn-
stormed the western states,
playing Portland University,
San Jose State and Fresno

We first heard of and saw
Yonamine when he played with
the Hawaiian all-Staragainst
the 1lth Airborne in the Pa-
cific Army Olympics held sev-
eral years ago in Tokyo, and
though the Airborne eleven
copped the title, Yonamine's
actions on the muddy grid-
iron of the leiji Stadium
left favorable impressions
on the fans assembled there.

All of the above disserta-
tion naturally keeps one
guessing. How come the Nisei
on the mainland aren't mak-
ing headlines 1like ¢t heir
"cousins" from Hawaii?

Could it be that the main-
land lads, under an inferi-
ority camplex created through
years of discrimination and
prejudice, are not able to
put forth their best efforts
or are we just athletically
inferior?

Another deterring factor
was the tragic evacuation
which cut short social, ath-
letic and other phases of
the Nisei life. The lack of
proper tutelage in the relo-
cation center physical edu-
cation program probably sna-
fued many a promising sport
career, Time will tell as
the coming of fall and the
start of school may bring
out the athlete of the year.

LOOPS" BATTING AVERAGES REVEALED

Yosh Oshiki,Bucs, and Jack Kunitomi, Hollywood, were an=-

nounced as batting champs of their respective leagues, the

' Red and Blue.

The following are batting averages of the top eight
macemen in each league who have participated in 10 or more

gamés.
BLUE LEAGUE

AB H rots
Yosh Oshiki, B 43 20 .472
Sat Mitsui, S 37 17 459
Shig Goto, B 35 16 .429
Nob Kawano, I 34 14 .412
Harry Oka, B 44 18 .409
Tosh Asano, B 42 15 ,357
Hank Yoshitake, M 30 10 ,333

Tosh Watanabe, B 123 4 ,333

Legend: B, Bues; S, Sugar
Bowl; I, Indians; 1, Mercur-
ries.

RED LEAGUE
AB H Pct.
Jack Kunitomi, H 27 14 .518
Hank Nakano,$S 30 14 .466
T, Yamaguchi, T 30 13 .433
Yoi Nomura, H 31 13 .419
Mits Ishibashi, R 17 7 .412

Go Marugama P 3l 12 ,387
Nieck Nakano, S 36 13 .361
Ray Nimura, L 39 14 .359

Legend: H, Hollgywood; S,

Senshingy T, Twin Cleaners;
R, Rams; P, Pasadena; L,Long
Beach.

All American to Feature JACL Meet

Tay Brown, former All=-Am=-
erican gridder from the Uni-
versity of Southern Califor-
nia, will be the mainspeaker

at the monthly JACL meeting

California Hunting

Regulations Given
For All Districts

Local hunters were given
the "go™ signal with the an-
noucement of the regulations
governing the 1947 season,

The following regulations
govern deer hunting in the
Sierra area: September 16 to
October 15, inclusive; one=-
buck deer limit, two points
or more on the antlers, ex-
cept in District 1 3/4,where

S-point bucks only may be
taken.
On quail, the following

rules previal: November 21
to November 30, inclusive;
two male birds per day, two
in possession, 10 per season.
Shooting hours from 8 ae.m.
until one-half hour after
sunset.

Hunting of tree squirrels
are under these regulations:
District 1 only is open: No=
vember 21 to December 31,
inclusive; two per day, two
in possession, 12 per season.

Bear hunting is governed
as follows: November 15 to
December 31, inclusive, one
per day, one in possession;
two per season (no trap p ing
&11’0wed)o
LMORE ON HUNTING NEXT ISSUE,

to be held on October 9 at
Xoyasan Buddhist Temple.

Brown, presently head foot-
ball coach at Compton City
College, ocavorted for the
Trojans in the early 1930's
under the late Howard Jones.

He will feature a "Sports
Rally" which will include
movies of the 1946 World
Series and various champion-
ship football games.

Local All-Stars Nip
Santa Barbara Nine

In two close bdut loosely-
played tussles, the local
All=Stars eked out one-run
victories over the visiting
Santa Barbara nine during
the Lbor Day weekend, 3 t
2 and 6 to 5.

Peewee Tsuda pitched the
first victory and relieved
in the second tilt.

THE MOST
IMPORTANT
PART OF OUR
SERVICE 545
PRESCRIPTIONS

YOQUR PRESCRIPTION

COMPOUNDED AS YOUR
DOCTOR ORDERS IT

FUJII REXALL DRUG

242 E. |%X ST. MU 6720

DRUG STORE

Vhnguard
-
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Women's Athletic Group
Sets Starting Date
For Volleyball Play

Electing Yoshiko Hata as
temporary chairwoman, the
newly-organized Women's Ath-
letic Association set a ten-
tative date for the volley-
ball season to begin in the
latter part of the month,

To assist Miss Hata on the
cabinet the following were
elected: Mary Higurashi,vice
president; Sumi Nakanishi,
Secretary; Betty Kawana,
treasurer; Grace Masuda,pube
liocity; ani Mas Kato,histor-
ian.

Clubs represented were the
™'s, Mam'selles,Debutantes,
Ebonaires, Novettes and Kun
Wha, a Korean nisei club.

Lily Otera was elected bas-
ketball commissioner.

Advisors of the WAA are
Hoshiko Kusudo, Merijane Yo-
koe and Masa Kunitomi.

Local Keglers Shine

In Open Tournament;
Lead in All Events

The Los Angeles Open Bowl-
ing Tournament under the aus-
Pices of the Nisei Bowling
Association was termed a huge
success as the local keglers
paced the way in all events.

The Sawtelle Garage copped
the team event to prove their
major victories were no fluke.

The other wmmers amnd the
events were llas Fujii, wo-
men's singles; Chiyo Tashima
and George Takeuchi, mixed
doubles; liss Tashima and
Tosh Sato, women's doubles;
Kaz Meifu, men's "Bn singles;
Nob Ishizawa, men's "A" sin-
gles; Buster Komtsu ami Ki-
yo Yamato, men's doubles;
Nob Ishigzawa, all events.

In the sumer league, the
Nigei Recs and Free Lanodrs
Reserves are battling it out
neck and neck for the lead
in the Sunset League while
the Vogue Bowl has clinched
the Owl League.

ﬂja’ca.’zﬁ[
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Radio Program Weriter-Director Says Nisei
Should Associate More with Other Groups

By Alice Sumida

Interested in the matter of integration is 1likable, dy-
namic Dempster Dirks of the Federation of Coordinating
Councils, Los Angeles County, who with a colleague writes
and directs the radio series "These Are Your Neighbors."

Dirks' best friemnd was Mits, a Nisei who was killed
overseas in Vorld Var I1l.

Dirks believes 4americans of Japanese ancestry cannot
1lift themselves up by their boot-straps by keeping others
out. "'Hakujin,' 'Nihonjin' and others have to work to-
gether," he said. He maintains that when one group shuts
itself off and thinks about its own problems, other groups
then lose touch with it and suspicion inevitably arises.

Ignorance, Dirks pointed out
He favors having the Nisei
manitye.

Material Sought by
Sponsors of Program

Interesting persons are be-
ing sought to appear on the
radio program " These AreYour
Neighbors,'" according to its
sponsor, the Los Angeles
County Committee on Human
Relationse.

Among the personalities
who have been or will te in-
terviewed are: James Vong
Howe, Hollywood cameraman;
andy Russell, crooner; Spade
Cooley and Desi Armaz, or-
chestra 1leaders; Paul Will=-
jams,architectural designer;
and Yhilip Ahn, motion pic=-
ture actor.

Suggestions and comments
should be addressed to'These
Are Your Neighbors," KRKD,
541 South Spring Street, Los
angeles 13, Calif.

, is a great danger.

lose themselves in the com=

He urged a program of education to show that peo-

ple of Japanese extraction
have similar interests, tem-
perament and hopes as per-
sons of other racese.

The Nisei, Dirks feels,
must not think of themselves
as superior and expect to be
treated as a special group,
but must have a feeling that
they must associate, must
stop thinking and worrying
of themselves only and must
think of others too., "If you
can't get along with other
minorities," he asks, "how
can you get along with Cau-
casians?" '"There are the
good and the trash in every
race. One does not have to
associate necessarily with
the trash," he continued.
He asserts that
tural equal can be found in
any racial groupe.

Dirks 1is convinced K that
individual attenipts should
be made to "sell," and that
if the door were then shut

TAKASHIMA
REALTY CO.

KATSUMI J. TAKASHIMA
Y. MACK HAMAGUCHI
LUIS K. AIHARA

MEMBER RAFU REALTY ASSN.

TU 9366
Ml 4657

312 E.FIRST ST.
305 TAUL BLDG.

in the Nisei's face, there
would be Justification in
being and doing things by
themselves. "But the Nisei
have not tried," he relter-
ated. "You haven't tried as
yet to adjust and integrate
yourselves in the commnity?

Not scholastic work but
getting along with people,
in the opinion of DJirks, is

one's aul=

Some Neighbors Get Together

Discussing a soript for the radio program "These Are
Your Neighbors" are from left to right:s John Kimura,
Roosevelt High School student of this city who aspires to
be a crooner; Eiji Tanabe, regional JaCL representative;
Dempster Dirks, conductor of the program; and aindy Russell;
alummus of Roosevelt High who has won national fame as a
crooners,

-=-PHOTO COURTESY OF TOYO MIYATAKE STUDIO

important. "You have to show
that the label, in this case
the Japanese face, lies oth=-
erwise," he said.

He alleged there 1is too
much comcern about the old
folks, a leaning back too
much that way, which shows
that our lifa is like theirs.
He contends that 1l1life will
be difficult for the Nisei
if they try to shape them=-
selves like their parents,
for the latter were brought
up in different cirocum=-
stances.

He advises getting to know
others, getting outside in-
fluences and effecting a
breaking away, becoming in-

ERROR MADE IN AD

In an advertisement in
the August issue, liasao R.
Mizokami was erroneously
represented as the general
agent for the Lincoln Life
Insurance Company instead
of the Franklin Life In-
surance Company.

We apologize to the two
firms and Mr. Mizokami for
our error.

FRANKLIN LIFE

INAURANCE CO.

dividual, having one's own
ideas a.nc’i pleasing friends MASAO RM'ZOKAM|
more than parents if need GENERAL AGENT
bee

Dirks thinks the majority 358 EAST FIRST STREST

of the Nisei should try a

MA. 633913
(Continued on Page 8)
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COMBAT VETERAN QUAKES 5 )
Nazis Panty-Waists Compared to P-Car Riding Horde ang.

Five evenings a week I <female who has had her cam- while munching "K-Rat ion"
wage my battles for surviwml., ouflaged headgear unceremo- biscuits. I begin to sort (Editorial Note: laterial

Mimites after leaving the
protective walls of Woodbury
College, I am a combatant in
the desperate "Battle of the
Pico Car,"

This engagement combines
the gruesomeness and horrors
of all the historic clashes
of Vorld War II, I know how
the men felt when they waded
ashore at Normmandy and were
faced with concrete fortifi-
cationss Try gaining a foot=-
hold in the bristling, well-
defended ocar! 1 Xxnow how
the G.I.'s felt at Anzio
when it appeared as if they
would be thrown back into
the lediterranean Sea by Hit-
ler's automatons. How of ten
I have gained the entrance
and tenaciously struggled to
kesp from being "dumped" back
into the swirling sea they
call Broadway! The Battle
of the Bulge? Humphl I've
often been squeezed between
two "buxom bulges."”

When the outer defenses
have been penetrated, I am
on the main bYattlefield.
Here the real danger beginse
In this hostile territory, 1
must be vigilant; for the
possibility of being "wound-
ed in action" is ever imi-
nents I must guard against
barrages on my toes by des=
tructive size-twelwe proj-
ectiles, 1 must be wary of
bayonet-like thrusts in the
ribs. I mst keep from being
gouged by frantic gladiators
who wildly grasp for any ob-
Ject when this moving bat-
tlefield suddenly lurch es,
I must dodge lumbering, well-
padded female "tanks'as they
charge fanatically to ocap-
ture the most coveted prize,
an empty seate.

As I make strategic maneu=-
vers to keep out of ham's
way, I wonder how long my
luck can last. All around
me I hear the wails and
groans of less fortumte in-
dividuals. There 1s a ory
of pain from a man who Just

niously tilted to an even
zanier angle., There 1is a
tortuous scream from a pa-
thetic human caught in the
doors, a foolish one who in-
sisted on entering the bat-
tleground. With all this
"destruction" in evidence, 1
try to make myself as small
as possible.

As the mobile field of ac-
tion moves on, its packed
confines become more unbear-
able. The occupants perspire
freely, and a dank, sticky
stuffiness pervades the "tor-
ture chamber." The odor of
perspiration, mingling with
the cheap '"essence of stink=-
weed" perfumes worn by some
indiscriminate persons, is
nausesating., I force myself
to think of pleasanter things.

It is at this stage that
my mind often wanders back
to the time spent trudging
up and dovn the Apennines in
Italy and the miserable days
in the dark Vosges Forests
in France. '"Surely," I re-
peatedly told myself then,
"nothing can be as arduous
or mnerve-wracking as this.
Oh for the wonderful life of
a civiliani”

Now, however, on days whén
the Pico Car is especially
well-filled, 1 am tempted to
retract my thoughts made

out the bright spots of my
soldiering dayse. 4As for scen-
ery, 1 had the picturesque
snow-topped mountains andthe
verdant pine forests as com=-
pensations for discamforts.
Now, I must 1look at monoto-
nous rows of smog-painted
buildings. "hen conditions
are such that sight of the
outside is obstructed, I must
resort to studying the car-
cards over and over---the
goaring cow who went to a
flying school, the mortuary
advertisement implying that
it doesn't cost much to die
NOWese

It is, however, the belli=-
gerent attitude of the peo=-
ple vhich is most depressing.
What insidious elements sud-
denly transform otherwise
polite and peaceful people
into rude, churlish and dia-
bolical savages? Can it be
some suppressed instinct

which runs rampant that
causes these passengers to
curl up their upper lips and

snap and snarl 1like dogs
protecting their food? When
these enigmatic questionsare
answered and a cure is found,
the Pershing Square pigeons
can triumphantly carry olive
Yranches, signifying the end
of the "Battle of the Pico
C&ro" -=RI

VEW YORK CIFE

INSURANCE CoO.
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MARGARET UYEMATSU

KEN'
WATCH 4HOP

PROMPT RELIABLE

for this column is assembled
by Joe Noda, chairman of the
local JACL Veterans Commit=-
tee. A8 a leader in veter-
ans' organization activities,
Noda is 1in close contact
with latest developments.

wuestions on ex-service=-
men's protlems should be ad-
dressed to Noda in care of
the V..NGUARD. “henever pos-
sible, the answers will ap-
pear in this column.)
GI BILL DaTE SET

Through action by Presi=-
dent Truman, July 25, 1947,
was set as the termination
date for GI Bill of Rights
benefits., This means that
only those veterans who were
in service prior to this
date are eligible for bene-
fits, according to Clarence
adamy, National ALVETS Serv-
ice Director.
LEaVs PAY DEADLINS EXTENDED

Deadline for filing termi-

~nal leave pay applications

has been extended from Sep=-
tember 1, 1947, to September
1, 1948,
FUNNERAL OFFER 1ADE

Maygtor He. llicKinley, presi-
dent of Utter=lMcKinley Lior=-
tuaries, offers a complete
$250 funeral "“for any de-
ceased veteran without cost.
Said lcKinley: "We will col=-
lect the $150 allowance from
the governmsnt. The 100
difference is bteing contrib-
uted by our firm for two
reasons. First, we believe
it will build valuable good
will for our institution.
Second, we feel that this is
our obligation as profes-
sional people to those who
served us during the past
wars,"
HOUSING aID GIVEN

Veterans who are in need
of housing are advised to
contact Veterans advisory
Committee Housing Authority,
City of Los angeles, P.O.
Box 2316, Termimal Annex,
Los Angeles 54, Calif,

%Z‘ié‘"f’ii“&ﬁii:‘;:"‘;ﬁ‘: SACHL TASHIMA ool ndvziiizfﬁuﬁe?sﬂ.so
burst of descriptive adject- 303 E. FIRST 4T. per column inch.,
ives from a young battling | 3'% E.FIRST ST VA 3276 TAIYO DRUG
NISEI Hided
MALT BAR | v | GRILL
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329 E.ISTST. MA 4960
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331 E.ISTST. MU 0643
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SAM NAKANO
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MORE ON

Socially
Speaking

(Continued from Page 3)
ANGEL CHATTER

Mrs, Ty Chuman has reoceived
her permit to join her hus-
band, George, in Japan in
September..«A bridal shower
was held in honor of Yuri
Kawakami at the home of June
Suzuki on Sunday, August 17.
JACL-ers from "hot" Imperial
Valley; George Umezawa, Har-
vey Tanaka, Akirs Hasegawa,
Lily and Frank Kumagai and
Harry Minami should f£ind the
L.,A, summer weather very tep-
ide+e.o.Husband Fred has jJust
returned from a month's busi-
ness trip ocovering Denver,
Chicago and the Hawaiian Is-
lands. His permit from SCAP
has come through 80 he may
soon be leaving for TokyOe..
The second annual Bruin alumn-
ni reunion will be held on
November 1 after the UCLA home-
coming game with Cal-Berke-
ley..oThe Tosh Iharas are
expecting a second Dblessed
event very soOn..eseThe Vicar

of Ste I‘ala.ry'a, Reve. J.H.lM.
Yamazaki, has returned from
a four weeks' tralning at

.the Chaplain's School at Camr-
lisle Barracks, Pa. -=00

Utsunomiya Named to
National Nominations
Committee by Okada

Ken Utsumomiya, 1lst vice
President of the local JACL
Chapter, was appointed to
the nominations committee to
name national officer candi-
dates by National President
Hito Okada recentlys

Utsunomiya was selected
along with 15 other members
chosen from chapters scat-
tered throughout the United
States.

The committee will name
two candidates for each of=
fice. The election will be
held in 1948 and will mark
the first time that officers
will be elected by popular
ballot conducted through the
mile. \

MORE ON

Beneficial Bills

(Continued from Page 1)
exception to immigration from
Japan and certain other "bam
red zone" countries.

Passing the house but stop-
ped by the Semte until the
next session were the five
main pieces of legislation;
namely, the Stay of Deporta-
tion Bill; Evacuation Claims
Bill; and the three natural=
ization bills, one for par-
ents of dead soldiers
. Purple Heart winners, and
the other two for all per-
sons legally in the United
States. The latter two are
identical in wording, ac=
cording to lasaoka.

Of these, the Evacuation
Claims Bill and the natural-
ization bill for parents of
dead and wounded soldiers
were passed unanimously by
the House.

and .

MORE ON

Combat Team Queens from Hawaii

(Contimued from Page 1)

with the Agricultural Exten=-
sion Service, and Miss Jikaku
operates a beauty salon with
her older sister.

Although both girls con-
sider themselves modern and
enjoy dancing, parties and
"most forms" of social life,
neither drink or smoke. They
were emphatic in their be-
lief that women do not have
to do so in order to "get
along" sociallye.

From what they have seen
of the local lNisei, the girls
thought they were much like
their counterpart in Hawaii.
However, unaffected Miss Udo
thought the Southland Niseil
"have a little differentair;
they seem to hold back."

Although they have been
treated well everywhere,they
have been aware of the curi-
ous glances comsistently di-
rected their way. Both con-
demned the discrimination of
persons of Japanese ancestry
and cited the "first class"
citizenship they enjoy in
Hawaii. "There are no res-
trictive covenants there and
we can live wherever we de-
sire," they explained.

During their month's stay
here, the beauteous damsels
will have led a busy life of
activities, "Los Angeles is
80 big and there is so much
excitement," said lliss Jika=-

MORE ON

ku, "I like this sort of
life for a change, but give
me peaceful and quiet Hawaiil
for everday 1living," she
added.

The ma jority of the 442nd
beauties' program of activi-
ties 1s being arranged by
Henry Ohye, local JACL Chap-
ter public relations commit-
tee head. They have toured
two movie studiose; met llayor

‘Fletcher Bowron and 1local

press representatives; seen
the Southland from the airg
visited ©Santa Catalina Is-
land and other resorts; eyed
stagé shows; "done" famous
night clubs and eaten at the
leading restaurants; and at-
tended various meetings, din-
ners and dances as guests of
honor, including a dinner-
dance given by the NiseiVet-
erans aAssociation.

My "buddahead" buddies of
the Combat Team chose well,
A8 Matsuo says, "They are
well supplied." I have a
better word.

They performed their Jobs
as representatives of Hawai-
ian pulchritude and as emis-
saries of good will well, I
still see winsome Queen Janshs
and captivating Queen Blan-
che's faces before me. The
tunes, "Sweet Leilani, Hea-
venly Flower" and '"Hawail
Calls," keep running through
my mind. -=RI

Radio Program Conductor’s Views

(Continued from Page 6)

new program., For example,
in place of being concerned
with what our political af=-
filiations should be, the
JACL should have as one of
its policles a program--a
bunch of mottoes. One of
these might easily be, "Kids,
get your homework done, but
keep your noses out of the
books," since friends are
made--not by having gotten
an "A" grade--but by having
associated with others and
having joked with them in
places like the barber shop
or malt shope

During wartime, the pharse
"So solly please" was often
heard to typify the Japanese
way of covering up true feel-
ingse "imericans express
themselves so that the mext
person knows what they're
thinking; aren't we ameri=-
can?" Dirks asks. "Then
let's do iti"

On his radio program Dirks
does not interview racial
stereotypes such as a Chi-
nese laundryman or an Ital=-
jan fruit peddler would be.
He chooses people who do not
make a 1living peculiar to
their racial background. He
features someone who for work
or as a hobby, does something
interesting and unusual.

During the present series
on which about 30 persons
have appeared, six Niseihave
been interviewed. The first
of these was Koichi Inouye,

active member of the local
JACL chapter, who 1is in the
advertising field.

There is a scheme to the
program, but the audience 1is
not told what it is. Race
is not mentioned in the main
portion of the program, and
the audience is just given
an opportunity to kmow those
interviewed as outstanding
peoples At the end of the
show, the listeners are told
the ancestral descent.

“The Niseli as Americans
mist sell themselves--every-
thing is propaganda," he
sside He does not think of
himself as an outsider, and
resents being called one.
JACL-member Dirks wants to be
one concerned in what is go-
ing on in the ocommunity.
I'm not a big white brother
or adviser," he said. "I'm
simply taking lits' place."

Committee on Racial
Equality Wins Fight
For Tea Room Service

An inter-racial group of
more than 100 were on hand
August 16 to see Negroes
served in the tea room of a
local department store, re-
versing a long-standing pol-
iey of no service for Ne-
groes, according to lamel
D. Talley, chairman of the
Committee on Racial Equality.

The action climaxed a two-
month campaign sponsored by
this organization to end dis-
crimdnation in the tea room.

"Several attempts had been
made to settle the matter
with the management through
conciliation, but nothing
came of it," said Talley.

This was the 4th in a ser-
ies of projects in which par-
ticipants entered in groups
and waited for service. The
non-Negroes refused to be
served until Negroes were
accorded equal service.

llembers of several minori-
ty groups including Nisei
participated.

Legislative Confab
Attended by Nisei

Los Angeles Nisei were
among the 1400 delegates at
the California Legislative

Conference held August 23=24 &

at Rodger Young Auditorium,

A planning committee chair-
ed by Kiyo Fukuda met at the
JACL office to schedule rep-
resentatives to the three
panels immediately affecting
the Nisei.

The oconference voted to
support the passage of the
Naturalization Bill, Evacua=
tion Claims Bill and Alien
Land Law,

The Nisei delegates plan
to meet this month to dis-
cuss further participation.

More on
Secretary Fertig

(Continued from Page 1)
and=-e=half years.

During the war years, Fer=
tig did sociological research
work for the American Civil
Liverties Union, working on
all cases pertaining to per-
sons of Japamnese ancestry as
well as handling problems
for people of other races.

In sddition, for che past
four years he was coatribut-
ing editor of the "New Paci-
fic" magazine of Honolulu.
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National Headquarters

UNSOLVED PROBLEMS OF JAPANESE AMERICANS
LISTED FOR NEW YORK CONFERENCE

When the first announcement came about the New York conference sponsored
by the National Committee on Resettlement of Japanese Americans, national head-
quarters figured on sending either Joe Masaoka or ‘National President Saburo
Kido. But Joe had the .big job of helping the resettlers in Northern California.

And the financial campaign to raise funds was on. There was only $4,000 in
the national treasury which would cover only about two and a half months of
overhead expenses. In view of this dire strait of the treasury, it was decided that
the Eastern Representative Peter Aoki be asked to represent the organization,

-~ Others can make decisions on the problems of the Japanese Americans but
the ZFACL members will be the ones who must carry the burden of raising funds
for the organization. JACL can participate in realizing the aims to elevate the
conditions of all Japanese Americans only if it can continue to function. It was
most unfortunate that there swas not sufficient funds to make one and all feel
secure in sSending delegates from headquarters.

However; JACL submitted its report and listed the various problems which

remain as obstacles.

Also “The: Case for the Nisei,” “They Work For Victory,” and othe: ma-
teridls were sent to the conference. Some arrived in time and others did not.
JACL will join with other organizations in the recommendations of the con-

ference to be sent to President Truman.

A NATIONAL PROGRAM OF RECONVERSION AND
REHABILITATION FOR JAPANESE AMERICANS

1. RE-AFFIRMATION OF FEDERAL
RESPONSIBILITY FOR EXECU-
TIVE ORDER 9066:

A continuing federal agency is needed
to administer terminal problems result-
ing from people displaced by federal de-
cision. Among considerations are:

a) No evictions from present public
housing until other dwellings are
made available.

b) Family housing at public housing
projects for returnees, now living
in emergency hostels or cramped
with friends, on the basis of their
being distressed war dislocatees.

¢) An assistance fund to provide, for

aged persons who cannot - qualify
for categorical aid in their respec-
tive states because of alien status,
and for other evacuees incapable
of seli-support.
Individual processing, re-training
and placement for those finding
adjustment to self-support diffi-
cult.

e) Future releases of factual infor-
mation to counteract the stigma
and discriminations engendered
against the entire population of
American citizens and residents of
Japanese descent by the operation
of Executive Order No. 9066.

f) Reestablishment assistance for po-
tentially self-sustaining returnees.

g) Amelioration of hardship cases:
FOR INSTANCE, Oct. 30, 1945:
REPORT OF SCOTTY H. TSUCH-
1YA, REGIONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE JACL

Los Angeles, Calif.

“In the case of Mr. Watanabe, 86
years old, and Mrs. Watanabe, 84 years
old, blind, deaf and body half paralyzed,
Mr. Watanabe begged that his wife not
be put in the hospital because she can-
not speak the English language. He is
fearful, should they be separated now,
his wife’s condition would only grow
worse and she would pass away within
a short time from loneliness. (Watanabe
not being a hospital case would not be
able to stay with his wife).

“Mr. Watanabe’s one and only wish is
for a smali place where the bedroom,
latrine and bathroom are under one roof.

“He told us, he does not wish te go

- to the Trailer camp because going there.
. the latrine and bath house is out-

side and community shared. There he
would not be allowed to carry his wife
into the Men’s latrine and bath house,
nor would he be allowed in the Women’s
section. He said that, at least, at Lo-
mita being among Japanese people and
their knowing his problem, he can go in
and out of the Men and Women’s section
without uneasiness.

“Also, there are three very narrow
steps at the only entrance of the Trail-
er. The door is narrow, which would
make it very difficult and dangerous for
Mr. Watanabe to carry his wife through
the door and attempt the narrow steps.
The latrine and bath house also have
steps as the Trailers are all eleyated
off the ground. ;

“Mrs. Fujii, 64 years old. Arthritis
has deformed the fingers of both her
hands as well as toes and feet. She has
no power of moving and cannot put her
shoes on herself or dress herself. Mr.
Fujii has to go with her to the latrine,
help her remove the crutches from under
her arm and has to seat her on the
toilet and then has to help her get up.
They refused the trailer on the same
basis as Mr. Watanabe.

Mr. Fujii said his wife could not pass
through the narrow door of the Trailer

on crutches and by no means can she

descend or ascend the narrow steps on

crutches; she has a difficult enough time

to walk on level ground. . . .

“The rainy weather is here now and
we are having two days of it. We had
a call from the Air Strip in Lomita
this morning in regards to the unsani-
tary condition everyone is confronted
with there. There are only three latrine
units to serve the 600 in the Lomita
Air Strip. There are 6 toilets and 6 laun-
dry tubs to one unit. No disinfectants
are provided for the latrines. The laun-
dry tubs are used by the people to
wash . clothes, wash dishes, baby bot-
tles, baby chambers, bathe babies, etc.,
as no other facilities are provided for
this need. Three latrine units are not
adequate to serve 600 people and they
waited us—vo uo-something avoul it.">

£ * #

REPORT OF JOE GRANT MASAOKA,
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE,
JACL, San Francisco, California, No-
vember 2, 1945,

“Aged, incapacitated, unemployable
and indigent returnees receiving county
welfare find their $33.85 (female) and
$31.85 (male) dependency allowances
insufficient to cover their monthly ex-
penses of $43 for board and rent. The
same deficiency plagues indigent hostel
residents. Private cooking is prohibited
in both project and hostel. QUESTION:
How can these monthly shortages be
made up?

“Freight shipments 3,000 miles away
are made cost-free but deliveries within
a 25 mile radius are chargeable to the
evacuee. This drayage of property with-
in a 25 mile area of rail head or ware-
house is assumed by the WRA only if
a pauper’s oath is signed.

“WRA warehouses are scheduled to
close around April 1, 1946. Evacuee
property must be accepted before this
date, although it is expected many evac-
uees will still have to be living in
cramped quarters where storage space
is impossible.

“Big family fathers of 8, 9 10 and 11
find themselves faced with a daily food
bill of $1 per head while in the housing
projects or hostels. As farmers they
made ends meet, but as wage earners
and common laborers, how can their
paychecks cover enough for food, rent,
clothing and the numerous incidentals?

L S £

2. SUPREME COURT CONSTITU-
TIONALITY OF LAND SEIZURES
UNDER ALIEN LAND LAW TO
BE TESTED.

a) It is based upon race discrimina-
tion. Japanese Americans are the
only group appreciably affected.

b) Denies the equal protection of laws
(14th Amendment) to Japanese
Americans, since it is Nisei lands
which are under escheat proceed-
ings, made possible by the Califor-
nia Alien Land Law.

¢) It imputes unfair presumptions of
bad faith in the acquirement of
real estate. .

d) Establishment of a statute of lim-
itations is called for.

3. SEEK 'UNBIASED ISSUANCES
OF BUSINESS AND PROFES-
SIONAL LICENSES.

a) Constitutional rights of citizens
and foreign born, who are legally
restricted from gaining naturaliza-
tion, should be upheld.

b) Denials due to mnational

(Continued on page 2)

origin

Navy Ban Lifted to
Permit Nisei Enlistment

-

The Reporter carried the detailed ar-
guments of the JACL which presented
its views to the Navy Department lead-
ers when Joe Grant' Masaoka visited
Washington, D. C. last April. Ever since,
the American Civil Liberties Union in
New York City has been following up
the matter. And lately, the American
Veterans Committee and the Veterans of
Foreign Wars in New York Citv were
interested in this question.

The climax to the whole campaign
came when Admiral of the Fleet Chester
W. Nimitz was informed of the desires
of Japanese Americans to be admitted
into the Navy through a letter written
by Joe Masaoka of the San Franciscq
office. When he was consulted by Sec-
retary of Navy Forestal, Admiral Nim-,
itz did not express any opposition.

A wire came from New York office
sne afternoon, asking permission to re-
lease the Nimitz letter. The OK answer
was flashed back. The next morning, the
newspapers carried the story with the
Washington, D. C. headline of the As-
steiated press or the United Press. And
~the next day, there was a small news
about the Navy having opened its doors
to the Nisei. Without the Nimitz letter
and the subsequent publicity, this news
may not have received much notice.

This is one of the important achieve-
ments of the JACL because it removes
the last barrier which may be construed
as questioning the loyalty of the Nisei.
Many Nisei may want to be in the
merchant marine or make their careetr
as a sailor in the future. Now anyone
who desires to do so will find the gates
open. If any question of discrimination
after entering the services should arise,
that will be another problem.

'The national sponsors did effective
work in ‘supporting national headquar-
ters. Many of them wrote letters to the
Saryy, Department.

Hawaiian Appeal Bringing
Encouraging Returns

About once a week, the mailman
comes in with a batch of envelopes for
which national headquarters pays the
postage. When they are postmarked
from Hawail, it creates a great deal
of interest because the total is being
added up every week. In the last Re-
port, we stated that the amount receiv-
ed to date was $427.

Since that date, three bundles of let-
ters have been rceived. The first amount-
ed to $374.00; the second $479.00; and
the third $537.00, making a total of
$1390.00.

The total amount received as of No-
vember 16 is $1817.00.

The Best Xmas Edition
Of the Pacific Citizen
To Come Off the Press

Everyone who has a copy of the forth-
coming Xmas issue of the Pacific Citizen
is going to keep it as a souvenir. We
are almost sure of this fact because it
is going to contain many feature articles
which will be: worth reading and keep-
ing.

Among the numerous writers will be
Mr. Dillon S. Myer of the War Relo-
cation Authority; Mr. Roger N. Baldwin,
national director of the American Civil
Liberties Union; Mr. A.;L. Wirin of the
Southern California branch of the ACLU;
Professor Elmer Smith of the Univer-
sity of Utah and former community
analyst of the Minidoka relocation cen-
ter; Mr. Tooru Matsumoto; and many
others who are intimately associated
with the Japanese problem.

There will be sketches of relocation
center life and numerous cuts to review
the past.

Extra copies will be printed. But
since they are not going to be too many,
those desiring to send to friends should
place their orders immediately.

JACL Members Named on

Boy Scout Committee

Several prominent JACLers have been
appointed as committeemen of the new-
ly organized Boy Scout troop under Min

Yasui. Those named are Dr. Takashi
Mayeda, chairman, Yutaka Terasaki,
George Kamayatsu, and Dr. Thomas

Kobayashi. Assistant scoutmasters are
Dr. Yosh Ito and Toshio Ando.

The troop is being co-sponsored by
the Denver chapter and the Nisei
church.

Citizenship for Issei
Is the Fair Thing

One of the unsolved problems is the
matter of granting -citizenship te the
Issei. Instead of passing special laws
for Filipinos, Hindus, and Koreans and
eventually for the Japanese, we hope
to see a general amendment which will
strike the words “ineligible to citizen-
ship” from all Orientals or eliminate re-
strictions to anyone on account of his
place of birth or origin or race.

As Allies of this country, the peopl&\
of the Asiatic countries deserve equal}
treatment. But those Issei who have |
lived in this country, or sent their sons !
and daughters into the Army; or those
who worked in secret military work; or |
in important war work or in other lines
of war effort deserve to have recogni-
tion far more than the Allies.

These are the Isseis who have made
their choice. In some respects, they are
men without a country. They could have!
been charged with treason if Japan had
won the war because they had aided the
enemy country. |

Surely - America could not raise any
argument, such as they are unassim;l/"-
able and so forth. Such trivial objectious
fade when the supreme test of loyalty
was met and the choice was made.

Greetings for Xmas! .

The deadline is fast approaching for
the Xmas edition. Truly this is the first
yvear since December 7, 1941, that we
can exclaim, “Merry Xmas and a Happy
New Year,” and mean it. Friends will
be looking for friends because the dis-
persal from the relocation centers and
the movements back to the West Coast
have made many lose track of each
other.

The Pacific Citizen will be the best
medium to let your friends know where
you are located today.

Convention Fever Mounting :
On, to Denver!

. The good old JACCL spirit is mount-
ing thesg days, Once again, members
are talking about the reunion at Den-
ver, Colorado, next March 21 to 24.

Major Walter Tsukamoto who handles
all the wills and other legal problems
of the military intelligence school grad-
uates from Ft. Snelling, Minnesota is
amongst the first to state that he will
be ready to answer the roll call. Only
the Army can stop him. As a national
board member which position he holds
as a past national president, he will
be a most welcome delegate.

Ken Matsumoto, who is our national
vice president, is residing at Cincinnati,
Ohio. He should bring a delegation along
with him.

James Sakamoto of Seattle; Dr. T.
Yatabe from Chicago; Fred Tayama
from Stillwater, Oklahoma; Tom Shima-
saki from Tooele, Utah; Tom Iseri from
Ontario, Oregon and Mamoru Waka-
sugi from Weiser, Idaho will be the na-
tional board members who will be trav-
eling to Denver, Colorado if they find
their job will not inconvenience them
too greatly.

Intermountain visitors to national
headquarters claim that every ~hsapter
will have a strong representation. We
hope this first post-war convention will
find the JACL once more off to a start
with a bang!

It has been a hard row for JACL
members in the assembly and relocation
centers and all during the war period.
Now we can once again be the “jolly
good fellows” that all JACLers are sup-
posed to be.

: Lets get on board the convention spe-
c}%l and meet at Denver, the mile high
city.

Flash! Mike Masaoka

Returning

Sgt. Mike Masaoka, our national sec-
retary on leave, will be returning to the
mainland. We hope he will be reunited
with his wife, Etsu, who has been living
in Evanston, Illinois, since he went over-
seas with the 442nd, by the time this
Reporter is out.

The last batch of letters which were
sent to him by his numerous friends
were returned to national headquarters.
They were forwarded to him in care of
his wife.

We hope Mike will have a good rest
and” rejoin the mnational headquarters
staff once again. JACL certainly has
missed him during the past two years
and a half.




Page 2

JACL REPORTER

November, 1945.

JACL REPORTER

Published monthly by
Japanese American Citizens League
413-415 Beason Bldg.,

Salt Lake City, 1,

Utah

Subscription rate 50 cents per
year, included in annual dues.

Entered as second - class matter
February 38, 1945, at the post office
at Salt Lake City, Utah, under the
Act of March 3, 1879.

Chicago Office

Room 1008

189 West Madison, Street

Chicago 2, Illinois

Dr. T. T. Yatabe

Phone: Franklin 8840
Denver Office t

615 E & C Building

17th and Curtis Streets

Denver 2, Colorado

Mrs. Michi Ando

Phone: CHerry 5990
New York Office

Room 1109

299 Madison Avenue

New York City 17, N. Y.

Peter S. Aoki

Phone: Murray Hill 2-2459
San Francisco Office

228 McAllister Street i

Room 223 Woodbridge Building

Joe Grant Masaoka

Phone: Market 8442
Seattle Office

714 Tth Avenue

Seattle 4, Washington

George Minato

Phone: Main 5186

Los Angeles Office
124 So. San Pedro St.
Room 212-215
Los Angeles 12, Calif.
Scotty Tsuchiya
Phone: Michigan 5820

o 4

The President’s Corner

A short visit to Denver, (Colorado to
confer with the chapter officials per-
taining to the 1946 national convention
was encouraging. The new officers’ elec-
tion will be held early in December.
And as soon as the results are known,
the preparations will be underway in

——aarnest.

In the years gone by, the host chap-
ter had two years to think and plan
about the national convention. Such will
not be the case for the first post-war
gathering. And most of the chapters
belong to the Intermountain and Rocky
Mountain area. It is fortunate that
Denver has become the host city since
it is the most centrally located. I doubt
if many of the booster delegates could
come if any other city had been chosen
at this stage when conditions are still
unsettled for all Japanese Americans.

The Intermountain District Council
most likely will be sending the largest
delegation since it has the largest num-
ber of chapters. And the time has been
set so as to be most convenient for the
rural chapters who are the mainstay of
the national organization at the present
time.

The Denyer chapter .officers raised
the question about the time set, that is,
March 21 to 24 inclusSive, being a little
too early. But some of the Intermoun-
tain district chapters' believe that this
is even a little late for spring plough-
ing and planting may start if the sea-
son is early for them.

The number of delegates who will
register should be at least 200 accord-
ing to the estimate of the Denver chap-
tor officials; divided into 100 official
and booster delegates from affiliated
chapters, and 100 from Denver and its
outlying distriets. This would seem to
be a very conservative figure.

For the first postwar national con-
vention, this should be a very good re-
sponse. The Seattle gathering Jin 1930
at which time the national JACL was
formally launched had a total registra-
tion of 111 delegates. There were only
seven from California and seven chap-
ters in all. Today, despite the effects
of the evacuation, 23 chapters are part
of the national body with more expect-
ed to come into existence by the time
the national convention is called to
order.

As far as the official delegates are
concerned, I am afraid they are going
to be in for rough sessions, There will
be many ideas advanced to revamp the
national body. The changes to the Con-
stitution and By-Laws will be taking
up considerable time, I am afraid the
official delegates must come prepared
to do serious work while the convention
is on. In the meanwhile, the chapters
should hold meetings to discuss ways
and means of improving the organiza-
tional set-up if they believe such are
necessary

Some of the matters which should be
studied seem to be:

a. Active members. The national

headquarters is receiving 50c for the
annual membership card which entitles

the member to the Reporter. The 50c¢
was set as an experimental figure. Dur-
ing the past several months, the cost
of printing and other costs have reveal-

ed the fact that at least $1.00 a year -

should be assessed. If the annual mem-
bership fee is doubled, the time may
come when a special editor may be re-
tained on a part time basis to take care
of the Reporter and the press releases
of national headquarters. Of course,
the question which arises first is as to
whether the publication is a mere dup-
lication of the Pacific Citizen or wheth-
er it is serving a special function for
the members.

b. Associated Members. The present
amnual due $3.50; $2.00 of which is ap-
plied for the annual subsecription to the
Pacific Citizen. With the $.50 for the
Reporter, there is only $1.00 left for
the use of national headquanters. And

with the various matters sent to the-

members, ther is hardly any .sum left
to carry on the educational program of
the national. Obviously, the time has
been reached when the JACL members
should contribute more to help the
cause. A raise to $5.00 per annum should
not be too great a sum since those who
are non-members must pay $3.00 for
the Pacific Citizen alone.

c¢. Issei Members. There is some
criticism of the JACL because we have
not let down the bars for the admission
of Issei. The Constitution and By-Laws
-would permit them to become support-
ing members because this classificatin
does not require citizenship. Even
amongst the Issei themselves, there is
a strong divided opinion. However, a
large majority seem to think that it
would be best to permit the JACL to
continue to function as a citizens’ or-
ganization. From the standpoint -of
membership, to admit every one wouldt
be one of the means of boosting the
active and associated membership roll.
Now that war with Japan has come to
an end, it may be an appropriate time
to consider this subject.

d. Voting Rights. The present Con-
stitution and By-Laws has no provision
for the voting rights of associated
members. It has been suggested that as
far as national elective officers are con-
cerned, that ballots be sent to all mem
bers prior ‘to the national convention
and the results announced at the time
of the gathering. This would seem to
be one way of giving the general mem-
bership the opportunity to have a voice
in the organization.

Business matters would be handled
by- the chanters whese v¥oice may--bea
heard through the official delegates or
through chapter meetings.

As far as chapter votes were con-
cerned, it seems to be a settled issue
that proportionate representation will
be the procedure. This would seem to
be the- fair way with some proviso
made to prevent a few large chapters
from dominating the organization.

e. Site for National Headquarters.
Although the present national head-
quarters’ staff members are in favor of
retaining the present location for at
least two years more in order that the
shift of population may be better
gauged, the delegates will have to de-
cide this question.

f. Pay Scale of Staff Members. At
the present time, the highest pay is
$175 a month with some on the West
Coast permitted $25 additional for ex-
penses. This is inadequate as an induce-
ment for the -calibre of leaders the
JACL expects for its regional repre-
sentatives. ‘During the war time, some
sacrifice could be expected. But hence-
forth, a higher scale must be set in
order that anyone with high qualifica-
tions may be attracted to the work
that the organization requires.

g. A Shake-Up of Entire JACL Set-
Up. Regional offices have been estab-
lished in the major regions to cover the
Japanese problems in this country. To
maintain these offices will necessitate
a budget of about $50,000. Can we con-
tinue on this type of set-up or do we
have to begin curtailing? During the
past year we have been asking the re-
gional offices to, become self-supporting
with the aid of the chapters located
within their jurisdiction. As a result,
the Denver office is self-supporting.
The Chicago office with the aid of the
Chicago chapter is fast moving towards
this goal. The San Francisco office has
the Rosenberg grant for one year. The
upkeep of national headquarters could
be maintained by the Intermountain
area. Los Angeles and Seattle have pos-
sibilities, One solution may be to have
the chapters maintain these regional
offices. The only fear with these .auton-
omous offices is the danger of lack of
coordination in policy and' activity.

h. The Pacific Citizen. During the
past year, the official organ has been
able to make both ends meet. But it
has been understaffed with Larry and
Guyo Tajiri editing the weekly. If one
or two more are added, it will mean
that there will be a loss. The special
Xmas edition will help; but this is not
a business like method of operation.

The dispersal of Japanese to the var-
ious parts of this country is going to
produce many interesting results. The
lack of Japanese types was the draw-

Unsolved Problems

(Continued from page 1)
place an undue hardship on de-
pendents who are American citi-
zens.

4, RACE RESTRICTIVE COVE-
NANTS STUNT AMERICANIZA-
TION IDEALS.

a) Legal housing segregations are in
an unlawful combination in re-
straint of American documentary
principles.

b) Minority members are kept from at-
taining homes in keeping with as-
pirations and personal standards.

5. RE-DETERMINATION OF EVAC-
UATION' CONSTITUTIONALITY
BY SUPREME COURT.

a) Free men are faced with an un-
precendented power, placed in the
hands of the military, which can
be wielded in a threatening fash-
ion against the civil liberties of
other groups.

b) Now freed from the constraint of
military urgency, the Supreme
Court ought to be given the op-
portunity to reverse its “legaliza-
tion of racism,” particularly in
view of the war record of Japa-
nese Americans.

6. COMPENSATION FOR LOSSES
SUFFERED- BY REASON OF
EVACUATION.

a) Disproportionate financial dam-
ages, as compared to other civilian
war losses, were inflicted upon
evacuees by Executive Order No.
9066. Subsequent confinement to
centers stopped their further earn-
ing power. >

b) A bi-partisan congressional com-
mittee to study losses occasioned
by Executive Order 9066 would be
advisable in view of the needy sit-
uation of many evacuees.

¢) Congressional passage of a special
act would enable restitution and
indemnification in the Court of
Claims.

d) The carrying out of Executive Or-
der No. 9066 was a positive order
directed against members of one
race, penalizing them solely on the
basis of ancestral origin. Expro-
priation and common thievery of
their properties resulted.

7. DISCRIMINATORY CASUALTY
INSURANCE RATES SHOULD BE
ABOLISHED.

a) Alleged higher risks should be dis-
proved through hearings held by
legiglative Interim Committees and
the state Insurance Commissioner.

b) Japanese Americans pay premium
surcharges from 50 per cent to 300
pier cent, or are faced with refus-
als.

8. NISEI ADMINISTRATIVE OFFI-
CER IN VETERAN’S ADMINIS-
TRATION DESIRABLE.

a) Possible barriers to full enjoyment
of the GI Bill of Rights and Bene-
fits by Nisei soldiers can be clear-
ed more readily by a Japanese
American administrative officer.

b) Problems of Nisei GI's are fur-
ther complicated by the disloca-
tion of their families by evacua-
tion.

9. WORKMEN’S UNEMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE SHOULD BE
SOUGHT.

a) Workers unemployed by the cir-
cumstance of the Pacific war re-
ceived unemployment compensa-
tion until they were placed in re-
location centers when payments
ceased. The interrupted benefits
should be continued for the period
set by law.

10. RE - INSTATEMENT OF NISEI
(CIVIL. SERVICE WORKERS
SHOULD BE FACILITATED.

11. NON-RECOGNITION OF CABLE
ACT SHOULD BE REVERSED.

a) Federal legislation permitting Nisei
women married to Issei to retain
their citizenship has been over-
ruled by a district court on the
basis of alleged dual citizenship.

12, NAVY ENLISTMENT PROHIBI-
TION TO NISEI SHOULD BE RE-
TRACTED.

13. FEDERAL, STATE, MUNICIPAL

back for new ventures, But with the
end of hostilities, there is talk of pa-
pers being published in New York City,
Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Ange-
les. This means that the Pacific Citizen
is going to face competition even though
it has no intention of being dragged in-
to such a predicament.

The increased “advertisements being
received today decrease the space for
articles. To be of service to the read-
ers and to the cause of Japanese Amer-
icans in this country, there is a def-
inite need for an increase in the num-
ber of pages. This would mean that
there may have to be further increase
in the subscription price for the adver-
tisements may not cover the increased
costs.

The Pacific Citizen should be increas-
ed to 12 pages. The main obstacle is the
cost which must be absorbed somehow.
If the circulation could be boosted to
13,000 to 15,000, the problem may be
solved.

IF*]‘EPC SHOULD BE ESTABLISH-

* * %

FOR AMERICAN RESIDENTS OF
JAPANESE ANCESTRY

1. CITIZENSHIP THRU NATURALI-
ZATION FOR ISSEI SHOULD BE
SECURED.

a) With an act establishing Chinese
eligibility to citizensip and Filipino
and East Indians enabling act
pending, American residents of
Japanese descent should be con-
sidered under an “accepting” legis-
lative bill for naturalization.

2. DEPORTATION OF ALIENS
SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO JUDI-
CIAL PROCEEDINGS.

a) Japanese nationals who are detain-
ed should have their deportation
reviewed under judicial proceed-
ings where legal evidence, rather
than supposition and allegation,
can control the determination.
Many such aliens have sons in the
United States Army.

b) International merchants who are
Japanese aliens engaged in trade
with Japan become subject io de-
portation orders. Deprivation of
the family head and support works
an especial hardship upsn depend-
ents who are American citizens.

3. REPARATIONS COMMISSION
SEIZURES OF PROPERTY
SHOULD BE LEGALLY DETER-
MINED.

a) Issei, inadmissable to ecitizenship,
have had their properties subject
to the jurisdiction of Federal Re-
serve Blocked Accounts and the
Alien Property Custodian. As long
time residents of their adopted
country, any confiscation of their
properties by the Allied Repara-
tions Commission should be on the
basis of their essential allegiance,
as determined by judicial proce-
dure. Not only the Issei but his
children and dependents who are
American citizens are affected.
The sanctity of any impairment to
American citizenship must be ex-
amined closely.

4. FISH AND GAME CODE ISSEI RE-
STRICTIONS ARE DISCRIMINA-
TORY.

a) The California state legislature
revised its state fish and game
codes to prohibit aliens of Japa-
nese descent from engaging in
commercial or sport fishing.

5. REVOCATION OF CONTRABAND
PROHIBITIONS ARE TIMELY.

a) Refusing release of radios, flash-
lights, knivesy, bows -and arrows,
swords and cameras to Issei seems
illogical when Nisei can have and
operate such articles in the same
home as their Issei parents. War-
time security measures become
senseless when they are needlessly
prolonged.

6. REMOVAL OF TRAVEL RESTRIC-
TIONS JUSTIFIABLE BY CESSA-

TION OF WAR.

a) Confining aliens of Japanese descent
on a mass basis, even though in-
dividually their sons may have set
a brilliant war record, is no long-
er justifiable. Issei are still per-
mitted*to move about only within
a five mile radius of their home.

Colonel Singles Speéks
To Denver JACL

“The Army is proud and you should
be proud of the Japanese American
boys who have fought in the war,” de-
clared Colonel Gordon C. Singles, com-
mander of the 100th Infantry Battalion,
at .a JACL meeting held October 25 at
the Y auditorium, Two hundred inter-
ested listeners heard the handsome colo-
nel review the formation of the Nisei
battalion and the part they .played in
the battles in Europe.

Colonel Singles first met the 100th
at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. He joined
them later at Anzio and fought with-
them up the Italian boot, through ¥rance
and into the Vosges mountains. After
a brief rest at the Rivera, Colonel Sin-
gles was given command of the 397th
infantry regiment of the 100th division
which he led into inside Germany.

Minoru Yasui, first vice-president of
the Denver chapter, presided over the
meeting. He introduced members of his
Boy Scout troop who served as a color
guard, Taki Domoto, Jr., president,
announced the Christmas ball and the
national convention which is to be held
next year in Denver. Miss Susie Taki-
moto rendered two vocal solos accom-
panied by Eiko Watanabe.

Following the meeting there
dancing and refreshments,

was

Few Copies Remaining of
“They Work For Victory”

There will be a few more copies of
“They Work For Victory” available, No
extra editions will be printed. There-
fore, when the’present supply is gone,
it will be the end. The eost is too pro-
hibftive for new types and composition.
Those who want to make use of these
remaining copies should place their or-
ders immediately.
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Congratulations!

An innocent looking envelope arrived
from St. Paul, Minnesota. From the
handwriting, the sender was known. But
the contents made the national head-
quarters buzz with excitement.

The surprise news was the announce-
ment of the engagement of our staunch
standby, the young lady who pioneer-
ed the fund drives amongst our Cauca-
sian friends in the East last year and
took charge of our San Francisco® of-
fice from January of this year as soon
as the ban to the West Coast was lift-
ed by the Western Defense Command.

Our tongratulations and best wishes
to Miss*Teiko Ishida and ex-Sergeant
Kuroiwa. We understand the wedding
plans call for the ceremonies to take
place in Utah. We shall be looking for-
ward to the happy day.

We know all JACLers will want to
extend their congratulations to Teiko
who left San Francisco with Larry and
Guyo Tajiri to set up national headquar-
ters and start the Pacific Citizen in Salt
Lake City. Without Teiko’s great sac-
rifice, we doubt if the trying days of
1943 could have been successfully weath-
ered,

Wedding Bells for
Office Member

October 28 was a big day for the of-
fice members for everyone was down
at Ogden, Utah, to witness the wedding
of Kimi Toyota to Hideo Iwamoto. The
engagement had been formally announc-
ed about a year and a half ago, soon
after Kimi joined the national headquar-
ters staff.

The young couple are making their
home in Salt Lake City where the bride-
groom is occupied with his profession as
an optician. We are glad that the bride
is back with us for we certainly need
experienced help to catch up with the
accumulated work, what with the finan-
cial drives, Pacific Citizen Xmas edition
and other reports and pamphlets coming
out one after another.

Denverites’ Doings

When Amache relocation center closed
last month, most of its inhabitants chose
to go back to the West ICoast. The pa-
pers state that more than 2,000 Japa-
nese relocatees in Colorado have left
to return to the West Coast since the
restrictions have been removed. In 1944
Colorado had more than 7,000 persons
of Japanese ancestry  registered, of
whom more than 2,300 lived in Denver.
Almost every week people are leaving
for their former homes.

Regina and Mitsu Miyata haye sold
their home and are returning to San
Jose, California. Rev. Royden Susu-Mago
has returned to Los Angeles to take
over the pastorate of an inter-racial
church there. Itois and Albert Morimoto
are packing their bags preparatory to
leaving for the coast. They will be join-
ed shortly by Eichi and May Sakaguchi.

Mr. and Mrs, George Ohashi drove to
San Francsico early this month on busi-
ness.

Charles and Yuki Kamayatsu spent
an enjoyable week’s vacation at Estes
park, a iearby mountain resort.

It was wedding bells for Barbara
Iwameto and Steve Mayeda on Wednes-
day. October 31. They were married at
a guiet ceremony at Trinity Methodist
church.

Sus Hada came into town for an
emergency furlough. His father was
critically ill at St. Luke’s hospital but
is now well on the road to recovery.

Mr. and Mrs. Yutaka had a houseful
of guests at their housewarming. They
bought a new home about a month ago.

|Condolences are being extended Alice
Amano and her brothers whose father
passed away on October 13. He was a
Denver pioneer having lived here forty
years.

Heartfelt sympathies are also extend-
ed to Mrs. Helen Yuge. Her mother
died recently after a protracted illness.

Mr. Kido visited Denver to discuss
the forthcoming national convention with
the Denver chapter cabinet, Plans are
being formulated and local committees
will be named' shortly.

Elect Officers
During December

All chapters are urged to complete
their election of officers by January 1,
1946. And the names and addresses of
the officers should be sent in to national
headquarters as soon as possible.

Denver JACL Announces
Christmas Ball

To highlight the Christmas holidays
with memorable events, the Denver
chapter has announced it will sponsor a
Christmas ball on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 26 at the Silver Glade ballroom of
the Cosmopolitan hotel. Happy Logan’s
orchestra will furnish the music.

The holiday dance is expected to draw
more people than the record crowd of
four hundred “who attended the chap-
ter’s inaugural ball last June. Pete Fu-
ruta, talented songbird, has been ap-
pointed master of ceremonies. An inter-
mission floor show is being planned.

Price of tickets will be announced in
the near future. Everyone is cordially
invited to attend the ball.

U. S. Will Not
Seize Property of
Resident Japanese

Ever since the Christian Science Mon-
itor came out with the story about the
seizure of property of Japanese aliens in
this country, it has been a matter of
grave concern for all Nisei and Issei. If
the parents should lose everything, then
many who are going to school will have
to abandon their education. And the Issei
would be left penniless and therefore
forced to go on relief. Complications
of various sorts were bound to arise.

Because of the gravity of the prob-
lem, national headquarters immediately
wired to President Truman at the White
House for clarification. Also letters were
written to various friends to ascertain
whether Mr. Edwin Pauley, the Ameri-
can chief on the Allied Reparations
Committee, had really made such a
statement.

The answer has finally arrived. Ac-
cording to his letter to Mr. Daniel Mar-.
shall of the ‘Catholic Inter-Racial Coun-
cil, the following was contained:

THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Marshall:

With reference to your letter of Oec-
tober 18, the source of the statement
which you quote may have been a mis-
understanding of what I said at a press
conference in Los Angeles in September.

At that press conference, to the “best
of my recollection, I stated that what-
ever might be recovered by the United
States through reparations would be
most insignificent compared to the cost
of the war to us; and illustrated this by
pointing out the comparatively small
amount of Japanese property which has
been seized by the Alien Property Custo-
dian in this country. In making refer-
ence to the property held by the Alien
Property Custodian, I pointed out that
this included items ranging from large
business houses down to such property
as the Japanese corner grocery store. -

I am sure you are already familiar
with the type of cases in which Japa-
nese property has been seized by the
Alien Property Custodian. It is not my
function or intention to attempt to en-
large on the scope of cases in which the
Alien Property Custodian determines it
desirable to vest Japanese property.

I am as appreciative as you are of
the valiant job done in this war by
American soldiers of Japanese ancestry.

With kindest regards, I am

Most sincerely,
/s/ Edwin W. Pauley

The Case
FOR THE NISEI

Brief of

The Japanese American Citizens League

On Sale at JACL offices: $1 per copy.

A Month In Review
Of Denver Office

October 15-22

An Issei came to our office asking us
to help him secure a new alien registra-
tion card which he had lost in moving
to Denver. Went with him to the-immi-

gration office to interpret for him. The
card was secured for him.

About six of us JACL members at-
tended Dr. Alpenfel’s lecture at Morey
Junior high school. All of us were deep-
ly impressed with her talk.

Colonel Singles had expressed a de-
sire to visit boys from the 100th in-
fantry at Fitzsimmons General hospital.
Contact was made with the public rela-
tions officer there who furnished us
with names of Nisei boys who were pa-
tients. Arranged with the WRA photog-
rapher to take pictures of the visit, We
will go out next Monday afternoon.

Mrs. Kobayashi volunteered to drive
me out to the hospital so that we could
see some of the boys who would be
paid a visit by the colonel. We saw
several of them and had a short visit
with each.

Notices for this Thursday’s JACL
meeting were sent out. Colonel Singles
is scheduled to speak. After his talk
there will be a social period. The Young
People’s Society which holds regular
Thursday night dances has been invited
to join us so that we might use the
phonograph together. Cider and donuts
will be served. Notices to this effect
were sent to the papers, Before the
meeting there will be a dinner in the
Y dining room with Colonel and Mrs.
Singles, the cabinet members and boys

- from Fitzsimmons.

October 22-29

Hikaru Iwasaki, WRA photographer,

went out to Fitzsimmons General hospit-
al with me to take pictures of the 100th
boys convalescing there. Colonel Singles
was waiting for us. Took down the his-
tory of the six boys whom we were able
to meet. Everyone of them wore many
decorations. An entire afternoon was
spent in visiting the boys.
, The Denver Unity Council called an
executive committee meeting. Most of
the time was taken up with reports of
new officers. Councilman James Fres-
ques attended and explained how liquor
licenses are issued in the city, Since
the business for the evening was not
completed, the chairman called for an-
other meeting later in the week.

The WRA phoned and asked for cap-
tions for the photos which were taken
earlier in the week. A set of the photos

~were mailed to the Pacific Citizen.

Sixteen of us had dinner together at
the Y before the JAICL meeting. We
had driven out to the hespital to pick
up some of the boys. About 200 people
attended our meeting, A report of that
meeting is given elsewhere in this issue.

We are taking part in the Victory
Loan. Football tickets will be given
early purchasers for a game to be play-
ed November 25.

October 29 — November 5

There has been quite a bit of enthus-
iasm here in regard to the mnational
JACL convention,

Dean Roberts called a Denver Unity
Council meeting on Tuesday in his
study. Most of the discussion was cen-
tered on the raising of funds. The Un-
ity Council is now compiling informa-
tion on minority veterans. If Nisei vet-
erans have complaints to make regard-
ing treatment received at the hands
of veterans’ organizations, this office
would appreciate hearing from them.

Taki Domoto called a eabinet meeting
to draw up a slate of officers for next
yvear and also to discuss the convention.
The ballots will go out in the mails the
first week of December and officers
will be announced at the Christmas ball
on December 26. We are also consider-
ing calling together delegates from var-
ious Colorado chapters for a meeting.
We are interested in securing their sup-
port for the convention next year.

The Christmas ball will be held the
day after Christmas. Early next year
the chapter will sponsor a rally dance.

This coming week we plan to devote
our energies to the Christmas issue of
the Pacific Citizen and secure ads.

November 5 to 12

Most of the week was spent in an-
swering mail and filing correspondence.
Taki Domoto has been working: on the
P.C. ads. We typed up a file of those
which appeared in last year’s issue. We
are asking some of our cabinet officers
to help in this work.

The WRA office phoned and asked
for information on Colonel Singles. We
told them what we knew.

Some local clergymen were concerned
about Ben Kuroki not wanting to see
Denver again because of an insulting
remark made against him,

We have two secretarial job offers
but have not found girls to take them.
So many have gone into civil service
and are used to good salaries.

Observations of California

_ By SABURO KIDO

My_ visit to Los™ Angeles and San
Francisco commencing from October 10
was depressing in many respects. The
most important thing of course is the
realization that the closing of the relo-
cation centers may be progressing on
schedule but the problem is merely be-
ing shifted to the “free zone” which
may complicate the outlook for all per-
sons of Japanese ancestry on the West
Coast. The problem of housing and em-
ployment for many is going hand in
hand with that of the serious question
of relief. Prior to the evacuation, the
Japanese people were proud of being
off relief rolls even during the depths
of the last depression. Every family
member and friend helped each other
which resulted in the silly charges that
the Japanese government may have been
financing them and so forth. Today,
there is the feeling of futility in trying
to conceal the need for public relief. And
since the situation was created through
the government’s action, no one feels
the stigma of receiving aid. This is a
great change.

L’IL TOKYO AGAIN

Los Angeles is going to have its L’il
Tokyo again. It was reported that al-
ready there were 21 eating places open
or being prepared for business.s Some
were doing landslide business while oth-
ers were barely making ends meet. This
knocked the idea that I had about any-
one being able to make money when he
opens an eating place these days. There
must be a good cook or some attraction
to -bring in the customers. It was good
to see white, colored and Japanese eat-
ing at one place. Of course this did
not apply to the cafes or restaurants
serving strictly Japanese food. Al Wirin,
JACL’s special counsel and ACLU’s at-
torney for the Southern branch, hounded
me to feed him sukiyaki. Evidntly he
was impressed with my cooking when he
was in Salt Lake City recently. But
there was no sukiyaki house or a pri-
vate family whose kitchen we could bor-
row for the evening. Scotty and his
wife, Setsu, had not found a place of
their own as yet.

The old Miyako Hotel on the corner of
East First and South San Pedro is go-
ing to be back in Japanese hands from
November 1. I stopped at this place
which was still under Negro manage-
ment. I nearly had to sleep in the park
the second night. I had not checked out
so I thought my room would be re-
served for me. Imagine my surprise and,
consternation when the room clerk told
me at 10:30 p. m. that I had been check-
ed out since I had not paid my next
day’s rent. I was lucky to have a room
without a bath because I noticed that
there was no vacancy after that until

. my departure.

The old Shokin building is known as
the Vimear building. It had been closed
during the duration of the war and has
been opened only recently. The trouble
with this place is that the rent is high,
$756 a room. However, doctors and den-
tists are taking up the space because
the building is centrally located. JACL’s
office is located here. We are getting a
special rate for four months after which
we shall have to decide whether to con-
tinue the office in Los Angeles or close
up. Everything depends upon the ser-
vice we can render, the need for such
an office, and the finances of national
headquarters.

PERMANENT RESIDENTS

An interesting observation I heard
while talking about the returning Japa-
nese was that the Issei will make a
fast comeback because they have made
up their mind to be a part of America -
and will no longer think of going back
or sending their money to Japan. If
this should be true, it'will help to lay a
firmer foundation than before the evac-
uation. We hope this statement is true.

The biggest question of course is
housing. The defense housing projects
and the army barracks which have been
coming into the hands of the WRA are
the life-savers. But they have their in-
conveniences and shortcomings. They
may be a little better than the center
barracks. Sooner or later, family people
will have to have a little more privacy
if they desire to give proper training to
the growing children.

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

On Monday, October 15, I went to the
Superior Court of Los Angeles County
in the City Hall where Al Wirin of the
ACLU and Dan Marshall of the Catholic
Inter-Racial Council were representing
Dr. Ken Sugino, a serviceman’s father,
and an optometrist, in his suit to ccmipel
the State Board of Equalization to is-
sue him a sales tax permit. When the
judge came on the bench, it was a most
interesting event I have witnessed in
a long time. It made me wonder if &
were in ‘California or not. The judge
proceeded to roast Mr. Bonnelli for call-
ing his honor names about three years
ago when the State Board of Equal-
ization member was trying to disqual-
ify every judge in Los Angeles County
for his trial. When the attorney gen-
eral’s office presented a letter from the
Board that not only Dr. Sugino’s license

(Continued on page 4)




Page 4

JACL REPORTER

November, 1945.

Observations of California

(Continued from page 3)

but fifteen other Japanese had been clear-
ed and that in the future, all Japanese
appicants will be treated on the same
basis as any other applicant, the: case
had to be dismissed. But the fact that
those letters became official record was
a complete vietory for the two attorneys
who were trying hard to get something
raore than just the license for Dr. Su-
gino.

Mr. Bonnelli had been advised that his
stand was illegal. But he defied the opin-
jon of the Attorney General’s office and
was even going to try to circumvent any
court orders by stalling. However, when
he was sued and the attorney general
told him to get his own attorney at his
own cost, it must have hit him in the
spot which he most dreads. Anyone who
has such discriminatory treatment in the
future may bear in mind the fact that
he may have a civil damage suit against
such state officials, especially on those
like Mr, Bonnelli who intentionally
flaunt the law to vent their prejudice.

I spent almost one whole afternoon
with Mr. Al Wirin, discussing the vari-
ous legal problems facing the returnees.
Th case of paramount importance is of
course the Fred Oyama escheat case in
San Diego. Mr. Wirin said that he was
going to take it to the State Supreme
Court and the United States Supreme
Court if necessary.

TEST CASE

There is no doubt that the Oyama
case is a good test case because the
facts are good. Mr. K. Oyama had pur-
chased real property for his son Fred
about ten years ago. He retained an at-
torney and obtained letters of guardian-
ship over his son’s estate.. This is as
far as he went. Evidently, he managed
the property without filing any report
as guardian subsequently. Now the state
claims that the property was purchased
by the father as a subterfuge and that
therefore there was a violation of the
California Alien Land Law.

The JACL feels that this is the fun-
damental question which should be re-
affirmed by the California Supreme
Court. In the Yano guardianship and
Fujita escheat cases, the principles that

the father who is an alien ineligible for -

citizenship can make a bona fide gift
of money to his citizen children to pur-
chase real property and that the said
father can become a guardian over the
property were determined. The court in
the Yano case further stated that even
if the father bought the property to
evade the Alien Land Law, once the
property was conveyed to the minor
child, the father had no interest in the
said property.

If the two decisions propound the law,
then in the Fred Oyama case, what
the father did or did mnot do after the
property became Fred’s should be of no
effect on the title. Winning the Oyama
case on this point would be nfost val-
uable in clearing the cloud over many
of the cases against which escheat pro-
ceedings have been taken.

Mr. Wirin is most anxious to have the
validity of the Alien Land Law itself
tested. If this could be done, it would
be wonderful because the present Unit-
ed State Supreme Court justices may
take an entirely different attitude than
the judges of over 20 years ago.

Another point which is being raised
is the application of the statute of lim-
itations. And the unfair presumption
that if consideration is paid by an alien
ineligible for citizenship, there is the
intent to evade the Alien Land Law will
be tested.

The desire of the ACLU to test the
authority and the power of the Federal
Government to deport enemy aliens was
revealed.

VETERAN’S VIEWPOINT

On my way home, when I stopped at
the JACL hostel in Sacramento, I met
Chaplain Yamada of the 442nd and
about twelve other Hawaiian Nisei who
had served overseas with the combat
team and the Merrill’'s Marauders and
one Caucasian, 1 asked them what the
soldiers thought about the Tule Lake
repatriates. They frankly stated that*at
least 90 per cent of the Nisei soldiers
would be violently against them. The
normal reaction of the volunteers may
be as stated. But among the 5500, there
must be many who may have been
coerced. And how about those who are
not 21 among the girls and below 18
among the boys? JACL will not partic-
jpate in any test case in the initial
stages but will watch the developments.
We would like to see justic done by
having a fair treatment of the individual
cases. As far as we. know, the Justice
J)epartment has been very considerate.

The California legislature finally pass-
ed a fishing law which denies licenses to
aliens ineligible to citizenship. This
means that theilssei cannot go out fish-
ing. Mr. Wirin is conferring with the
representatives of the fisherman’s asso-
ciation on the question of testing the
constitutionality of this new law. JACL
has promised its support and cooper-
a

tion.
While at the San Francisco office, a

man came in and informed us that there
is a law which denies surveyor’s license
to an alien ineligible to citizenship.

All in all, there are many test cases
which must be instituted if the rights
of the Issei are to be clarified. This will
require money.

LEGAL RIGHTS DEFENSE

In view of the many problems, the
movement sponsored by the San Fran-
cisco JACL office assumes special im-
portance. It is the project to raise
around $100,000 for legal defense fund.
I personally felt that the committee was
overly optimistic, but many seemed con-
fident of success.

I remained over till the evening of the
22nd to attend the weekly committee
meeting. I advanced the plan that if as-
surance can be given that all cases in-
volving the legal rights of persons of
Japanese ancestry can be handled by
one law firm in Southern California and
another in Northern California, it may
be one way of saving a great deal of
atorney’s fees. In this connction, I
thought the minimum amount to be rais-
ed would be $50,000. If the plan were
to be used in the fund drive, I asked
that in the event that the minimum
amount could not be raised, the money
would be refunded since we would not
be able to live up to our promise. The
committee is considering the matter and
may revise their approach by not mak-
ing specific committments as to how
much will be done. 3

As far as the San Francisco residents
are concerned, I believe they are for-
tunate in having pioneers like Mr. K.
Togasaki and Mr. M. Tsukamoto back.
Also Mr. K. Ikeda of Sacramento and
Mr. Koda of Dos Palos are active new-
comers.

RACE RIOTS

The racial problem of the West Coast
was summed up for me by Mr. Carey
McWilliams when I dropped in to see
him in Los Angles. He was all wrapped
up in the Gerad L. K. Smith matter.
McWilliams thought race riots may be
possible within the next eight to twelve
months. The most likely spots were (1)
Portland where there has been a large
influx of Negroes; (2) the Bast Bay
of San Francisco area; and (3) the Los
Angeles region with either the Mexi-
cans or the Negroes involved.

When I mentioned this fact to Mr.
Lawrence Hewes of the American Coun-
cil on Race Relations, he said that con-
ditions were improving. Both Hewes
and McWilliams believed that the race
baiters were definitely beaten as far as
the Japanese question was concerned.
They expected sporadic outbursts here
and there, but that the public was now
accepting the return of the evacuees.
The big test was when the first special
trains began arriving in California.
When no trouble brewed on a mass scale,
it was the proof that the public was not
going to make any last ditch opposi-
tion.

In this connection, there is a friend in
San Francisco who has been taking a
private poll of public opinion before ev-
ery election time. Early this year when
I saw him, he told me that the public
was strongly against the return of even
the loyal Japanese Americans. And on
this trip, he informed me that he was
again taking his poll and had listed the
question pertaining to the Japanese
Americans. He was pleased to note that
at least a large majority were now in
favor of the return.

The thing that I have noticed on this
trip is the fact that most of the evac-
uees who have returned to California
are the Isseis. Hardly any of our former
young leaders are back as yet. This
makes” the task of the Issei more dif-
ficult as far as adjustment with the gen-
eral public is concerned.

CENTER COMPLEX

Even if the leaders should return, un-
less some of the people from the relo-
cation centers change their attitude, it
is going to discourage any civic mind-
edness. The case at Hunter’s Point will
serve as an example. Because the Japa-
nese who have returned from Topaz had
to either take over the cafeteria or go
to town to eat, they assessed $5 a per-
son, including women and children, to
raise the working capital of $1000. It
was hard work, but things were getting
in shape. Then the second contingent
came in from Topaz. Immediately ru-
mors began to circulate that the first
group was trying to make money from
those who came in later. The manager
of the cooperative cafeteria was ready
to quit because he claimed that there
was nothing but grief and no apprecia-
tion. P

Another instance we heard was about
a man who was helping a local hostel.
The rumor around town was that he
was making at least $150 a month.
When the person who owns the build-
ing which was being used as a hostel
spoke to me, he indignantly denied that
the man in question- was making any
profit.

The leaders who have had unfortunate
experiences in the relocation centers are
reluctant about carrying on civic work
for the general welfare. It seems that
everyone had to dosomething while they
were in the camps whether hey liked

it or not. There was no escape from the
pressure of the block or the camp as a
whole. But now that they are in the
normal stream of community life, every-
one is supporting himself and can stay
away from gatherings if he so desires.
Since he is busy making his own liv-
ing, there is little time left to worry
about others. And even if there is time,
knowing that leadership is an unthank-
ful job amongst the Japanese people, he
is most reluctant in showing his face.

The three years of center life has de-
veloped a peculiar complex amongst the
residents. Everyone who tries to serve
the community is suspected of having
some selfish motive. No one believes that
there are people who want to help oth-
ers through their love of mankind.

One Issei stated that “back-biting,”
jealousy of anyone who is making pro-
gress, the weakness of not giving cred-
it where credit is due constitute the
shortcomings of the Japanese in this
country. We agree with him for we know
from experience. The Nisei have inher-
ited this bad trait to a certain extent.
This is the reason why it is doubtful if
there will be any strong unified group
outside of the JAICL and religious bod-
ies.
JOBS

The employment situation is not too
promising for the men of the white col-
lar job class. The women seem to find
jobs plentiful. No longer is a Nisei girl
satisfied with a $125 secretarial job. 'he
pay scale is much higher. We are happy
that the Nisei girls have a high regard
for themselves, We hope they have the
qualifications so that the reputation of
the Nisei workers will become excellent.
Such a thing could mean more jobs for
all persons of Japanese ancestry.

So far price scales have been main-

~ tained. This is true with gardeners. And

as far as houseworkers are concerned,
the Japanese know their way more or
less. Mrs. Leslie Ganyard of the Rosen-
berg Foundation was particularly con-
cerned about this problem because she
thought any price-cutting by a Japanese
would have a disastrous effect on public
relations.

PETALUMA

The trip that Joe Masaoka and I took
to the Petaluma district was very edu-
cational, We saw the poultry ranches
without hens. Upon inquiry we learned
that because of the high prices of fry-
ers in the black market, chicken ranch-
ers had gone into the raising of fryers
rather than egg laying hens. This may
explain the reason for the San Francis-
cans running short of eggs.

Because of the high cost of chicks
and feed, it has not been easy for the
evacuee poultry ranches to get back on
their feet. The chicken coops have been
left in a bad condition. Evidently the
tenants were not interested in cleaning
the place but making the most money
during the shortest period. With the
break of the “black market” operations
after V-J day, prices of pullets and
chicks have dropped so when next spring
rolls around, the poultry ranch may be
ready for operation.

S. F. JAPANESE TOWN

Because of the housing shortage in
San Francisco, there are more people
living in Berkeley than before the war.
In order to obtain living quarters, many
are going into domestic work. For those
without children, this may be the best
money making job which will eliminate
the worry of the high cost of living. For
young couples it may give them a
chance to save up capital for business
ventures later on. At the present time,
for anyone who wants to start anything,
the cost is prohibitive unless the per-
son has a large capital.

San Francisco’s Japanese town will
not come back for a long time if ever.
It is a “slum area.” And since it has
been a4 semi-residential district instead
of a business section like the I’il Tokyo
of Los Angeles, to get back into the same
quarters is going to be difficult. Grant
Avenue is fully occupied by Chinese.
And the landlords have been boycotting
Japanese. The V-J day may have chang-
ed their attitude. When trade relations
with Japan is established again, there
may be further opportunities for im-
porters and exporters; but no one knows
what the future is in this field.
NEGRO-JAPANESE

The Negro-Japanese relationship in
Los Angeles and elsewhere must be
guarded carefully. Unfortunately, Japa-
nese, Negroes and Mexicans are placed
in the same district because of residen-
tial restrictions. For this reason, there
is bound to be some resentment against
the returning Japanese property own-
ers by those who are displaced. In Los
Angeles, it is reported that a Japanese
purchased a hotel’s lease and served
notice ‘on all the Negro tenants. Friends

“intervened and advised that the change

be made gradually instead of abruptly.
Everr if there is a right to take action,
it is important that tact be applied.
The Negroes on the whole are sympa-
thetic towards the Japanese. They un-
derstand that the district they are oc-
cupying belonged to the evacuees. Such
being the case, they are saying that the
returnees are entitled to the place. Most
lkely the former Japanese districts will

be shared by the Japanese and the Ne-
groes because many Negroes have either
purchased property or made invest-
ments.

SHIFT IN POPULATION

The Japanese population centers. on
the West Coast are shifting. This may
be only temporary. Only about half of
'ghe pre-evacuation population is return-
ing after the closing of the relocation
centers. Los Angeles is fast reaching
its former number. San Jose and the
Fresno area have reached or will exceed
the pre-war number. Berkeley falls into
the same class. Sacramento will be filled
with the Tule Lake people most likely.
!Cltles. like Salinas, Watsonville, San
Francisco, and Stockton have not re-
gained their former number. And the
chances are they may not for many
years to come.

NEWSPAPER

_While in Los Angeles and San Fran-
cisco, there was talk about the Rafu
Shimpo ‘and the Japanese American
News being started. The people seem to
feel that the Utah Nippo or the Rocky
Shlh‘mpo. or the Colorado Times toek too
long a time to arrive, Furthermore, for
those who want to have news inserted,
unless they can plan at least one to two
weeks ahead, it is difficult to let the peo-
ple know through the news columns. The
;:é'y for a local paper may become

ronger as more peo! le re
W%s; st peop settle on the

he same reason may be the basis
for the talk about starting a Japangse
newspaper in New York City and Chi-
cago. From my experience of the past,
I know that some people are going to
lose money if they do not know how
expensive it is to start a newspaper. I
remember the saying, “It is hard to
start a newspaper; but once it is start-
ed, it is the hardest thing to die off.”
And yet, the time may come when there
may be only small newspapers serving
their local community.

RELIEF

What is to be done about the relief
cases? Those who are able to receive
aid from the counties need mnot worry.
But there are going to be many who
will .not be over 65 and who may not
qualify for the ordinary relief. Who is
going to take care of them? The hos-
tels or housing projects will not be able
to carry the load.

Another problem is that of juvenile
delinquency. Some of the hostels are
having problems of petty theft, the
same type of stealing which was like
an ‘epldemlc in the assembly and relo-
cation centers in the initial stages. The
evil influences of the centers are creep-
ing up. Many of the parents have lost
the respect of their children and cannot
exercise any authority over them be-
cause the children claim that the par-
ents did not feed them. It was the gov-
ernment who took care of them. And this
is the point which every parent must
be careful of when he seeks relief from
the government. This may be the easiest
way out temporarily. In the long run, it
may be disastrous to the family unity
and the ruination of the future of the
children whose outlook on life may be-
come warped.

WHAT OF THE FUTURE?

Everywhere the returnees are groping
around_to_bring themselves back to nor-
mal thinking. The WRA will be closing
its office gradually after the first of
the year 1946. At the most, it can con-
tinue until July 1, of next year. Who is
to take its place? The anti-Japanese
feeling will not completely subside by
that time.

Thinking Issei are already pondering
about this problem. The time is coming
when the greater part of the burden
must be shouldereed by the Japanese
themselves. For those of us who have
been working through the JACL, it
seems as if the day has come when more
and more people are going to look to-
wards the league for guidance and lead-
ership. This is the organization through
which the community leaders amongst
the Niseei can be trained. It has been
able to survive the ordeals of the war
even when the Japanese people were
rabidly against it.

Koenkais are being organized in var-
ious parts of the country. I am hop-
ing that more communities will rally
to the support of the league and help us
re-activate chapters before trouble
comes to awaken the community from
its slumber,

Pacific Citizen
Xmas Edition

Please send me ............... copies of the
Xmas issue of the Pacific Citizen for

which I am remitting $........c..... , single
copy being 25c.




