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I am proud that I am an American citizen of Japanese ancestry, for my 

very background makes me appreciate more fully the wonderful advan�

tages of this nation. I believe in her institutions, ideals, and traditions; I 

glory in her heritage; I boast of her history; 1 trust in her future. She has 

granted me liberties and opportunities such as no individual enjoys in 

this world today. She has given me an education befitting kings. She 

has entrusted me with the responsibilities of the franchise. She has per�

mitted me to build a home, to earn a livelihood, to worship, think, speak, 

and act as I please—as a free man equal to every other man.

Although some individuals may discriminate against me, I shall never 

become bitter or lose faith, for I know that such persons are not repre�

sentative of the majority of the American people. True, I shall do all in 

my power to discourage such practices, but I shall do it in the American 

way: above)board, in the open, through courts of law, by education, by 

proving myself to be worthy of equal treatment and consideration. I am 

firm in my belief that American sportsmanship and attitude of fair play 

will judge citizenship and patriotism on the basis of action and achieve�

ment, and not on the basis of physical characteristics.

Because I believe in America, and I trust she believes in me, and 

because I have received innumerable benefits from her, I pledge myself 

to do honor to her at all times and in all places; to support her constitu�

tion; to obey her laws; to respect her flag; to defend her against all 

enemies, foreign or domestic; to actively assume my duties and obliga�

tions as a citizen, cheerfully and without any reservations whatsoever, 

in the hope that I may become a better American in a greater America.

—Mike Masaoka.
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C reed

I am proud that I am an American citizen of Japanese ancestry, for my 

very background makes me appreciate more fully the wonderful advan�

tages of this nation. I believe in her institutions, ideals, and traditions; I 

glory in her heritage; I boast of her history; I trust in her future. She has 

granted me liberties and opportunities such as no individual enjoys in this 

world today. She has given me an education befitting kings. She has 

entrusted me with the responsibilities of the franchise. She has permitted 

me to build a home, to earn a livelihood, to worship, think, speak, and 

act as I please—as a free man equal to every other man.

Although some individuals may discriminate against me, I shall never 

become bitter or lose faith, for I know that such persons are not repre�

sentative of the majority of the American people. True, I shall do all in 

my power to discourage such practices, but I shall do it in the American 

way: above)board, in the open, through courts of law, by education, by 

proving myself to be worthy of equal treatment and consideration. I am 

firm in my belief that American sportsmanship and attitude of fair play 

will judge citizenship and patriotism on the basis of action and achieve�

ment, and not on the basis of physical characteristics.

Because I believe in America, and I trust she believes in me, and 

because I have received innumerable benefits from her, I pledge myself 

to do honor to her at all times and in all places; to support her constitu�

tion; to obey her laws; to respect her flag; to defend her against all 

enemies, foreign or domestic; to actively assume my duties and obliga�

tions as a citizen, cheerfully and without any reservations whatsoever, 

in the hope that I may become a better American in a greater America.

—Mike Masaoka.

A s read before the United States Senate and

printed in the Congressional Record, M ay 9, 1941 •

Courtesy, Japanese A merican Citizens L eague
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Christmas, 1943

Dear Friend:

This is the third wartime Christmas since Pearl Harbor. For

Japanese Americans, as for all Americans, it is the most hopeful  

Christmas since that December 7 of 1941.

Overseas our armies have advanced with such rapidity that we

are now assured of ultimate victory. And at home, for Japanese Amer�

icans, the future has never been so bright as it is today. This Ch rist�

mas, many Japanese Americans who last year lived within the confines  of  

the relocation centers will celebrate the holiday season in their own  

homes. They will worship God in the churches of their choosing in new  

cities across the country.

With them and for them we thank you for the part you have played

in making our American dream of liberty come true. How much we owe you  

and the thousands' of other friends who have supported us we can never  

fully say. But we shall always remember.

Surely the work you do is part of the guarantee that men a ll  

over the world will someday be able to honor Christmas Day in the spi rit  

of peace and brotherhood in which it was born.

Very sincerely yours,

THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

President
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Investigation by DICK MILLS
acting on instructions of the Northern Section of the Regiona l Council in session

March 8, 194-2

As a result of almost three days of constant investigations in the Bay area I am 
convinced of the following: Whether we like it or not there i s going to be mass 
evacuation of all Japanese. Galen Fisher met with Colonel Magill Tuesd ay and was 
told that there would be no selective evacuation process. Ma gill said that he 
was aware of the tremendous industrial and agricultural maladjustment which such 
a mass movement entails, but that the Army now felt that it v/as the lesser of two 
evils. Protection of war industry and safety of the Japanese th emselves is pos�
sible only by complete evacuation according to Airmy circles.

General De Witt has announced that the Army will recognize th e 
Japanese American Citizens League as the official body of Japanese through which 
it will deal. There is considerable dissatisfaction on the part  of the Japanese 
as �� result of this announcement. For the most part, the J.A.C. L. represents the 
interest of only the buddist and the younger set. The Chri stian groups and all 
older Japanese whether alien or citizen are not represented. The J.A.C.L. is 
leaning over backwards to cooperate in the evacuation ven ture and as such does 
not mirror th-c.- real feelings or attitudes of the Japanese,  citizens.

There is every indication that college students who choos e to do so will be per�
mitted to stay in school until the close of the semester. H owever, it is doubtful 
that many of them will stay if it means separation from their fami lies. The Army 
will oe happy to give permission to either families or to indiv idual students who
elect to go -- on their own steam---to some place in the Middle West. They need
only to assure the Army that a means of livelihood has been found. This means 
that we are at liberty to discover homes in the Middle West which will open their 
doors to Japanese students and colleges which will provid e scholarships of some 
sorts. Again, it is doubtful that many students will take adva ntage of any offers 
until their families have been safely settled. Our task h ere Is to keep in touch, 
during the next few months, with all those Japanese students with whom w e have 
worked. By mid-summer, we ought to be able to assist the m in getting a new col�
lege home for next Fall. Student Associations, all over t he nation, can help by 

"being on the look cut for homes which will be willing to take in a J apanese citi�
zen and for colleges which will be willing to assist in the educati on of these 
students.

According to the best authority, the evacuation process will begin about March 
21st. The first groups in California to go will be those in and around Los Angeles. 
They will be sent to one of the two reception centers now being build, one at 
Bluthe and the other at Manzanare, both in California. From there they will be 
assigned to inland industry or to resettlement campus which are to  be built. Both 
of the reception centers are in desert country which is incapable of ve getation.

The Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco has been appointed property custodi an 
for evacuees py the Treasury department. It is hoped that  the mere existence of 
this program will eliminate or forestall most of the sharp practices that are now 
feared. However, there is no indication that the Jap anese people are likely to 
accept this plan with confidence. They object to turning hom es, furniture, 
businesses, etc., over to a bank. I suspect that many of  them will continue to 
sell their goods for a song in order to be free from Y /orry. The Quakers are urg�
ing their members to act as custodians for such property as th e Japanese may want 
to turn over to them. In fact, some families have ren ted from evacuating Japanese
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the heme which they are leaving. These Quakers v/illlive in these homes and care 
for them until the Japanese return.

No word has yet been given as to the treatment which the sick , the aged, etc., can 
expect. Also there are in San Francisco alone seme two hundred people who come 
from mixed families and are only slightly Japanese. There is no word as  to 
whether they will bo included in the evacuation. Schools in t he Bay Area report 
that within the last two weeks over two hundred Japanese e nrolled in high schools 
and colleges have dropped out. The anxiety over the future a nd the fear and dis- 
pair which they face at home makes it impossible for them to  study.

All told, there 
on the West Coa. 
on the Coast, 
aliens will be

are over one-hundred thousand Japanese citizens and alien l iving 
st. There are about twenty-five thousand German and Ital ian aliens 
There is no indication that the bffspring of German and Italia n 
evacuated.

Galen Fisher, with whom I talked, is a member of a committee  in the Bay Area 
known as the"Committee on National Security and fair Play." This comm ittee has 
strongly urged for the past two weeks that the Army adopt the pl an of selective 
evacuation. Feeling that it has lost that battle, it is turn ing its attention to 
urging that an intelligent and fair board of review be set up at the re ception 
centers in order that individual Japanese will be treated intelligently. As they 
are sent on from the reception centers, great care shou ld be exercised to see that 
they are placed in the sort of work that they are equipped to do.  In no other way 
can we reconcile this evacuation. Mr. Fisher urges that a ll of us continually 
urge the Arny to handle with care this important phas e of the evacuation. He sug�
gests further that we insist that the Federal Security Administration b e assigned 
the job of establishing the resettlement camps. There seems to be a great deal 
oi distrust of the results if the resettlement is done by the Army.

So far, the government has not announced the sort of financial arrangements it 
will make in order to permit people to reach the reception centers. It is pre�
sumed that expenses will be provided.

The concern of oqr Council was, first of all, at the point of violation of the 
rights oi citizens. Admitting that certain procedures for protection are necessary 
in time ox war, we were still unable to understand the wisdom of  theory of moving 
out all Japanese regardless oi' their rights as citizen s. Our first concern, there�
fore, was to urge for selective evacuation. Frankly, I think the order which was 
given to evacuate all Japanese this week is a great tr agedy. However, it is up to 
our group to continue to do what may be or real service. Su ch things as these 
occur to me: (l)here on the West Coast each of us can extend ou r friendship and 
our conlidence to all the Japanese we know$ (2) we can  write letters of commenda— 
tion about the Japanese to the local papers as well as urge our n ewspapers on cam�
puses and elsewhere to print encouraging comments about Japanese.  I am convinced 
that it is impossible for us to understand how dejected those }>eople feel. Any-»

The papers announce that the Federal Reserve Bank will act  as mediators in such 
procedure. Also, those of us v/ho ore renting homes or room s can render a distinct 
service by renting from Japanese the homes they are vacating. Nothing will 
strengthen morale as much as this step; (A) further, we can wr ite letters to Tom 
Clark, Director of Resettlement, urging him to recognize the tr emendous importance 
of education and suggest that he take steps to have funds prov ided for the continu�
ance of education among Japanese young ment and women. In addition, we c an present
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^  â ° ritl0S in °?r scho?ls w«1 to the town officials with  the request 
that they too bring pressure to see that some provision is made for the continu�
ance of education, either in resettlement camps, or in direct subsidy from the 
Government to enable college men and women to continue their e ducation; (5) we 
should not only write to Colonel W.L. Magill, Jr., Director of Evacuation, urging 
him to turn the matter of building resettlement camps over to the Feder al Security 
Admmistratio, which has a fine record in the administering of s uch jobs, but we 
should urge parents, school officials, and city official s to push for this sort of 
thing. I am convinced that the administering of resettlement by the Array, with 
its insistence of treating civilians as subjects, will be  a tragic mistake; (6) 
a oi us should be on guard constantly to voice our objection to  newspaper articl— 

*acĵ ? profP-’QfflS which are designed to stir up hatred toward  the Japanese;
¿7' A1 aĉcii't:i-cn -° our Christian Association contacts, ma ny of us have friends in 
the Middle West who may bo able to assist in settling a Japanese  family either in 
their home, or in their neighborhood. It is our responsibility to  provide as many 
lacts as possible for our friends in the Middle West about our Japanese friends, 
ana at the same time assure our Japanese friends that a friendly welcome awaits 
•them ii it is possible to work out such a transplantin g. Furthermore, it is like�
ly, bore on the Coast, that a few students will not leave when th eir families move 
out and that tney therefore will need friends, a home and fo od. We certainly can 
help in this area. * *

I expect soon to have a report of the Tolan Committee which has been  sampling the 
public s reaction to this evacuation process. At this point,  I have had no word 
as to what sort oi things this Committee discovered. In add ition, I expect to get 
copies of instructions which are being sent to the State E mployment Offices. These 
oilices, for the time being, are acting as centers of in formation.

One thing I wish we could do in the way of concerted action  is to bring pressure to 
see that the evacuation process is carried out slowly enough  to permit' decent hu�
man treatment of all Japanese, A hasty wholesale evacuation is sure to prod uce 
great human suffering. It is also my opinion that if th e evacuation process go© 
slowly enough, that the very interest (Associated Fanners and  National Association 
of Manufacturers) which are not bringing such pressure to get the Ja panese removed, 
will reverse their opinion because of the pinch to their pocketb oeks. Should this 
happen, i t hmk  it is entirely likely that the all-out evacuation order co uld be

to.one of selective evacuation for those who are still left . I recognize 
that there is some danger of violence occurring to the Japane se should a sabotage 
charge get pinned on them, but I doubt that the total effe cts of local violence will
rf aS ®reaJ as the crushing effect evacuation will have on the personali ties of all 
these people.

Below are the names of some of the people who 
cuate alien and Japanese;

In charge of Army regulations;

are connected with this order to eva-

General De Witt whose office is in the Presidio of ¿>an Francisco

San Francisco, California

Director of Evacuation under Gneral De Witt;
Colonel W.L. Magill, Jr., whçse office is in San Francisco

Director of Resettlement, Department of Justice;
Mr. Tom Clark, Federal Security Building, 785 Market Street 

San Francisco, California
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Assistant Secretary of ¥iar:
Mr. John J. McCloy v/hose office is in Washington, D.C.

Coordinator of Informations
Mr. David P. Barrows, 333 Montgomery Street, San Francisco, California  

Tolan Committee Staff Birector:
Mr. Robert K. Lamb, 1355 Market Street, San Francisco, California  

Social Security Administrator;
Mr. Richard Neustadt, 785 Market Street, San Francisco, Cali fornia

Laisscn Official between State Government and Japanese People:
Mr. George Shigekawa, Governor’s Office, Sacramento, Cal ifornia

Respectfully Submitted,

RICHARD C. MILLS

715 South Hope Street  
Los Angeles, California  
3/H/42  
et



JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 
OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL SECRETARY 

2031 Bush Street 
San Francisco, California

Bulletin #  1i]2

RE: TEST CASES

April � , �� I��

The Min Yasui case in Portland, Oregon, is gainiftg co nsiderable attention*
The facts seem to indicate that one Minoru Yasui, a Nisei attorney w ho worked for 
the Japanese consulate in Chicago as late as last December 7th , registered with the 
State Department as a propaganda agent for a foreign governmen t, and a reserve lieu�
tenant in the United States Arjny, deliberately violated the curfew regulati ons and 
surrendered to the police with the declared intentions of legally  determining the 
right of the military authorities to impose such restrictions  upon American citizens 
of Japanese extraction* Yasui contends that such actions are  discriminatory and un�
constitutional. At the present time, he is "out” on b ail and is said to be circu�
lating a petition among the Portland chapter members demanding that the Natio nal 
Organization take some definite stand on the question of the co nstitutional rights 
of the Japanese Americans*

In regards to this particular case, as well as all othe r test cases of this 
nature, without any references being made to those individuals who ar e serving as 
the subjects for judicial review, this office releas es the following statement:

f̂otxona1 Headquarters is unalterably opposed to test cases to dete rmine the 
constitutiona 1 ity”of military regulations at this time* We  have reached this de�
cision unanimously after examining all the-TacrEs~in light of our national policy 
of: "the greatest good for the greatest number.1*

We recognize that self-styled martyrs who are willing to be jailed in order 
that they might fight for the rights of citizenship, as many of them allege, capture 
the headlines and the imaginations of many nitre pers ons than our seemingly indiffer�
ent stand. We realize that many Japanese and others w ho are interested in our wel�
fare have condemned the JACL for its apparent lackadaisi cal attitude on the matter of 
defending the rights and privileges of American citizens wit h Japanese features.

But, we submit that a careful examination of all of the facts with the  view 
of doing the greatest goid for the greatest number will justify our position o n such 
matters as these.

Ifi the first place, our primary consideration as good Americans i s the total 
war effort. Individuals and groups are not importan t when the life of the  nation is 
at stake. We have been asked to evacuate from the Pacific c oast as a military mea�
sure designed to strengthen national defense. We will cooperate in the war effort.

Secondly, as a national organization and as individuals,  we have pledged our 
whole-hearted cooperation to the President, without qualifications or reserva tions, 
m  the winning of the war. We will not violate our pledge*

Thirdly, we have continually cooperated with the Federal Gover nment on all 
regulations; and orders in the hope that our cooperation wo uld inspire a reciprocal 
cooperation or. their part. Our hopes have been justified. We will continue our 
policy of cooperation*

. Foui 'FF* the 6raoious acceptance of all army regulations a nd orders and co- 
operating with them to the fullest extent.is our contributio n to the national defense 

“  18 the sacrifice  which wo have been called upon to make. Although o
contribution may seemgreater than most, it still remains that it must bo  our share 
m  the program. We will make our contributions to our nation .

Fifthly, public »pinien is opposed to any measure which seems  to be directed 
against the Armyand its authority. Should we challenge their right to pass such 
regulations as the five mile travel limit and the curfew restr ictions, we might be 
damned as fifth columnists who are attempting to sabotage t he military plans and to 
embarrass the government at a -cime when a united front i s essential. We will not take 
any action which might bo construed as an organized effort to sabota ge Army measures 
which are designed for the public safety. J



Sixthly, even assuming that two  should win a test case, which we doubt, we may 
be in the same position as the nation which wins a war and  loses the peacd* It will 
take so long fèr a case of this nature to run the gamut o f the courts from the low�
est to the highest that we will, in all probability, be eva cuated out of this area 
before it is finally passed upon by the Supreme Court. Eve n though we should win 
a legal victory, if the people at large resented eur a ctivities, it might have been 
better either to have lost or not to have attempted a contest. Too, if we should 
lose the case, which appears likely at this time, we have no further recourses: the 
law has been settled and cannot be reversed. It would appear more sensible if all 
legal actions of this nature were left until after the w ar when public sentiment may 
have changed and suits might be initiated to recover for damages suffered. Even this 
latter step is a moot question at this time. We do not inten d to attempt to win a 

case and lose goodwill.

Seventhly, attempts to slow up or to question military dictates may result in 
irritating those in charge so that they may retaliate by instituti ng more and strict�
er regulations. Whatever may be said against the procedure followed by the Amĵ r in . 
conducting this evacuation is one thing but no one can gainsay the statement that 
they have been tolerant, fair, and as reasonable as possi ble in their treatment #f 
this problem. We do not intend to force them to change  their attitudes on this 

matter.

Eighthly, if our recollection serves correctly, Attorney General Bid dle, one 
of the greatest defenders of civil rights in this oount ry, deolared that there was 
little chance that the courts would go beyond the military sho uld any person desire 
to challenge the legality of the President’s proclamation which g ave the Secretary 
of War and his military commanders the power to designate zon es in which any and all 
persons might be excluded and to facilitate the removal Of th e undesirable persons 
by adopting whatever measures were deemed necessary and proper. We trust that the 
opinion of the Attorney General represents the majority Of thè j urists» (pinions on 

this subject.

Ninthly, the .American Civil Liberties Union, after polli ng its members as to 
whether they should make a test case *f the Army orders for evac uation, decided 
against it. When the one group of all groups which has  most vigorously and consist�
ently battled against great'-̂ fâds for civil liberties i n this nation concedes that a 
court test of legality should not be attempted, we are rea dy to accept their verdict. 
If the general orders should not be challenged, then it see ms only logical that the 
supplementary orders necessary to effect the evacuation should also not b e contested. 
We are not disposed to question the wisdom of the American Ci vil Liberties Union on 
questions of this kind.

Tenthly, unfavorable publicity often results from attempting such test cases. 
The Yasui case is one in point. Editorial comments as well as n ews reports did not 
concentrate their attention, on the question of the constitutionality of t he regula�
tions involved tut rather featured the fact that the subject fo r the test was a for�
mer paid propagandist for the Japanese government. Mor eover, from letters sent to 
the various public opinion sections of the newspapers , we can gather that the majo�
rity of those who wrote in were very vioious in their condemnation not only  of Yasui 
but also of all Japanese. This incident just gave them one more excuse for public- 
ally branding us as treacherous and dangerous. Ono letter, p rinted in the San 
Francisco Examiner, for example, declared that nAll Japanese Amer icans Should bê  
Discharged from the Army because Yasui, a reserve lieutenant, h ad deliberately vio- 
lated régulâtion’s.-  The "letter went on to say that MYasui too k advantage of an Amer�
ican education, going to the University of Oregon, and paid that back with the issual 
Japanese treachery.** Because our motives are too often  misunderstood and unfavorable 
publicity often results which is injurious not only to the person so  involved but als 
to all the Japanese in America, we believe that test cases s hould not be made. We da 
not intend to create any unnecessary excuses for denouncing the Japane se as disloyal 
and dangerous.

Lastly, we are not giving up our rights as citizens by co operating with the 
government in the evacuation program. V*le may be temporarily suspending or sacrific �
ing same of our privileges and rights of citizenship in the g reater aim of protect�
ing them for all time to come and to defeat those powers which seek to destroy them. 
When the war is won, we are confident that all our ri ghts and privileges will be re�
turned to us a hundredfold because we cooperated in the winning of  the war. We will 
consistently adhere to this announced principle of cooperation.



In times like the?e, let us remembers that it is muc h easier to be a martyr 
than it is to be a quiet, soIf-suffering ^ood citizen who is vitally in terested in 
the winning of the war*f To win this time will require sac rifices beyond those de�
manded in the First Woirld War, and the sacrifices which  we are called upon to make 
are even greater than those demanded of the majority. Because our s acrifice is 
greater, let us trust that our rewards in that greater America whic h is to cane 
will be that much the greater.

Fraternally,

y J s r f w  //

National Secretary and Field Executive



JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 
OFFICE OF IK E M I IONAL SECRETARY 

2031 Bush Str eet  
San F r an cl sco5 C al i f o r n i a

bu l l et i n  if  14S A p r i l  9, 1942

XĴ ®. How ing l e t t er ,  which i s  en cl  o s e � f o r  your i n f  or ¡nation « uas
prepared by the N ational  Secretary  f o r  nr . M i l ton"S. E isenhow er: "

¿gpri l  6, 1942

i r .  M i l ton S . E i sen h o w er H r ecto r  
v«ar r el ocati on  A uthor! ty
y est em Beiense Command and fou r th  Array H eadquarters
b h i  t  comb Ho tel
San F r anci sco , C al i forn i a

êar  nr . E i  s enhow e r  :

Before submi tting our recommendations f o r  your consi d erati on , rary 
)L, on bei is.I f of the members of our committee and the 20,000 members of 
che J apanese m̂er i can C i ti zens .League, extenc to you and the members 
of your staf i  our h ea r t f e l t  ap p reci ati on  f o r  the p r i v i l ege and opport) 
u n i c�' of  me a r i ng v; i t h  you and d i scu ssi n g our mutual problems regard �
ing the r el ocati on  of  J apanese evacuees from the P aci f i c  C oast. '"Your 
sympathetic understand ing and v i si on  of the tremendous for ces involved 
have convinced us o f  your s i n cer i ty  and a b i l i t y .  We are g r atef u l  that 
our l eo er al  Government nas appointed a man of  your cal i b r e to c i r ec t  
the humane and democratic r esettl em en t of us unfor tunate people who hav 
been ĉal l ed  upon to l eave our homes and busi nesses in order  tl ia t  the 
mj)l ioary defenses oi our country may be strengthened . IVe are hopefu l  
thau ôur suggesti ons and recommendations w i l l  be given the utmost 
cons la e im. t  ion a s  ̂ the f rank  and reasoned opinions of a number of rep �
r esen tati v e A merican ci t i z en s of  J apanese extr act i on  who are l eg i t i m ate 
l y  and si n cer el y  i n ter ested  i n  cooperating w i th our Government in the 
su ccessi u l  and happy so l u ti on  to  th i s tragedy7).

BACKGROUND

 ̂ Before i ntroducing var ious suggesti ons as to what might and ought 
w f  e ° °n e* m£y w e mention a few p er ti n en t f acts which we f eel  w i l l  
be hel p fu l  to  you as background mater i al  i n  your study of  th i s problem«

, .. I n t̂he f i r s t  p l ace, the en ti r e evacuation program i s compl i cated
t‘y ,)Ene I ac? apQ d eal i ng w i th a so ci ety  which i s composed of

$ cy) ĉaR ciw i zens and “enesnr a l i en s ."  M oreover, the very parents
ox the ci ti zens  ̂are "enemy a l i en s ." approximately tw o)thi rds of  th i s 
soci ety  are c i t i z en s w hi le one)th i rd  i s f o r ei gn  bo m , Because both 
groups are l i v i n g  under the same roof  in most cases, the tendency may 
be co tr eat both generati ons as one. This may be dangerous f o r  the 
tu tu re , i o r  the ci t i z en s ha ve been taught that they  are en t i t l ed  to 
cer tam  i n al i en abl e r i gh ts w M  ch no other c i t i z sn r v  en i oys. To denv 
them the s e r i gh ts a no to su b ject them to the same treatment, or what" 
may appear so be w orse, than .the so ) cal l ed  enemies of  th ei r  own country 
may creace an emoi ttened and d i si l l ú si on ed  cl ass of c i t i z en s a f ter  the 
war whicn w i l l  be of l i t t l e  value to the nati on  in the great task  of  
r econstru cti on  and r eh ab i l i ta t i o n .  Furthermore, by r esp ectinm th ei r  
ci t i z en sh i p , the argument that we ar e f i gh ti n g  f o r  cer tai n  p r i n ci p l es 
aoroac w hi le oestroy ing them at home, which has been advanced by some, 

f  _ ^e) u'beQ.  ̂Too, the propaganda of  th e A xis power s to the ef f ect  
y ? "  e are d i v i d ing our nati on  i n to  cl asses and r aces v ;i l l  be d i scr e)  
Qiced should some d ef i n i te means of  recogni z i ng the ci t i z en sh i p  of  the 
J apanese ¿)Americans be announced.

second ly , there i s a wide gap) 
second gene r a t i o n s .  A ccording to 
ohe J apan—born i s about si x ty  years 
born i s cl ose to tw enty)one." This 
about reach k̂ithe end of the t r a i l s "
fo Ikway s , an 6. has be co me a ecus tome d 
other

between the ages of the f i r s t  and 
our esti m ates, the average age of  

w hi le the.t of  the U ni ted o tates)  
means that one generati on has ju st 
has developed cer tai n  mores and 
to cer tai n  cl i m ati c cond i ti ons; the
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generat ion is just reaching their majori ty, is at th e impressionable 
age, and is eager ly  awai t ing a chance to make a suc cess of their  l ives 
We are afraid that a great number, est imated by  some  to be as h igh  as 
f i f ty  per cent, of the older generat ion wi l l  pass a way wi th the cornin'?: 
of the summer heat  or  the cold of winter because th ey cannot adjust 
themselves to the r igors of camp life and the chang es in cl imate and 
humidi ty» As for the younger  generation, may  we ven ture to say that 
the spirit w i th which they are inoculated dur ing th eir "ex i le” wi l l  
determine the type of Amer ican which they wil l  be i n the years to come

Thirdly, popular  conceptions notwithstanding, more Japanese are 
located in the urban  areas than on the farms. Our e st imates indicate 

•that approx imate ly  sixty per  cent are c i ty-dwel ler s while for ty  per  
cent are engaged in agr icul tura l  pursuits. This s im ply means that most 
of the Japanese, when f ina l ly  resett led for the dur ation, mus t  be re lo �
cated wi th the thought in mind that they cannot and  wil l  not be farmers,

Fourthly, the Japanese communities, as a group, are  thrifty, proud, 
and civic-minded. We have often been told that  we m anage to stay off 
rel ief  rolls be t ter  than any other group; etc. If t hese traits are 
worth preserving, then those in charge of re locat io n should so word 
their regulat ions and conduct their  act iv i t ies that  these character is t �
ics may  be main ta ined and fostered.

Fif thly, the second generat ion Japanese are probabl y be t te r  edu�
cated, as a class, than almost any other second gen erat ion immigrant 
group. We have demonstrated a remarkable desire to learn, and our 
parents have sacr i f ied much  in order that their  chi ldren migh t  be 
bet ter  equipped to compete in the Amer ican way than  they themselves 
were some for ty  or f i f ty  years ago. Regardless of w hat type of re �
sett lement is contemplated, educat ion should be one  of the first con�
s iderat ion of those in charge.

Sixthly, the Japanese people, by the large, are mor e Amer ican 
than Oriental. Our parent  generat ion has spent more  than eighty per 
cent of their l ives here in the Uni ted States. Only  a few have ever 
returned to Japan. Most  of them are more loyal to t hese Uni ted States 
in their patient, qu iet  way than a major i ty  of thos e who are demanding 
that we be put into concentrat ion camps because we are a l legedly d i s �
loyal and dangerous. As for us citizens, we can onl y say that we, as 
a group, know no other al legiance or country. We wer e born, educated, 
made fr iends, establ ished homes and businesses, etc ., here. A l though 
our physical  character is t ics may mark  us apart, mos t of us desire to 
assume, wi th every other American, our share in the  winning of this 
war. In all projects, the fact that most  of us are American and de �
sire to be treated as such should be a pr imary  conside ration.

Seventhly, the Japanese have no nat ional  organizat i on except the 
Japanese Amer ican Cit izens League, which is conf ine d only to the Amer i �
can cit izens of Japanese extract ion While other nat ional i ty  groups 
may  have a number  of nat ional  organizat ions which pu rport  to represent  
them, the Japanese have only our organization, whic h is non-par t isan 
and non-sectar ian,  to speak for them on a nat ional  bas is. We bel ieve 
that it is important that this factor be kept  in min d, for both  the 
f irst and second generation, by the large, have gre ater confidence in 
our League than they have in any other organizat ion  or group of leaders, 
regardless of their nat iona l i ty  or aff i l iat ion.

RgCOMMENDATIONS

GENERAL STATEMENT:

Because the problems incidental  to the actual  evacuat ion are 
st r ic t ly  in the hands of the mi l i ta ry  and are not u nder  your jur isd ic�
tion, we shal l  not  submit any recommendat ions which  have' to deal wi th 
that phase. We shall at tempt to confine our suggest ions to those which 
fal l  under  your  province.

We bel ieve that it should be kept constant ly  in mind b y  those
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charged w i th  the responsib i l i ty  of re locat ion and r eset t lement that we 
Japanese, both  nat ionals and cit izens alike, in the  great  ma jor !by  are 
cooperat ing in this evacuat ion process because we f eel that this i-s 
our contr ibut ion to the nat ional  defense efforts of  our country and net 
because we are d is loyal  or subversive, as charged b y many. Fe are doing 
our best to fo l low out the various regulat ions and orders because we 
feel that this is our patr iot ic  duty and not  becaus e we are submit t ing 
to the demands of the jingoists, race-haters, and p ol i t ic ians who have 
demanded that we be p laced in concentrat ion camps. We have not con�
tested the right of the mi l i ta ry  to order this move ment, even though 
it meant  leaving all that ?/e ho ld dear and sacred,  becuase we bel ieve 
that cooperat ion on our part  wil l  mean  a reciprocal  cooperat ion on the 
part of the government.

Above all, we desire that it be d is t inct ly  unders to od that we are 
mos t  grateful  to the great major i t y  of the American  people and to our 
Federa l  Government  for their tolerance, sympathy, a nd understanding 
dur ing this tragic era. We have conf idence in our G overnment and a 
l iv ing fa i th  in the Amer ican people that we shall n ot  be permit ted to 
be the vict ims of persecut ion and violence and that , when the war is 
won, we shall have a greater and more un i f ied  Un i te d States in which 
we Japanese Americans wil l  have a vital and signi f i cant part.

GENERAL POLICIES;

We bel ieve that all projects should be d i rected (1)  to create 
"Better Americans In A Greater  America"; (2) to main t a in  a h igh  and 
hea l thy  morale among the evacuees; ( � ) to train them to cope with the 
di f f icul t  problems of adjustment and rehabi l i tat ion  after the v/ar;
( � ) to permi t  them to actual ly  and act ively par t ic ipat e in the war 
effort  of our nation; and (5) to develope a community s pirit of cooper�
ative ac t ion and service to others before self.

We suggest that your off ice formulate certain broad , general, and 
wel l -def ined pol ic ies which you have set as your  go al or aim, and that 
we Japanese Americans be given the d iscret ionary powe rs to bu i ld  and to 
funct ion wi th in  your outl ines. While we bel ieve in self-government, we 
are somewhat skept ical  as to the pract icab i l i ty  of permi t t ing us to set 
up all the pol ic ies and pract ices which wil l  govern  our conduct in these 
projects and elsewhere without proper  and adequate supervision.

We are concerned wi th  the fact  that most  of us have  never  l ived in 
a communi ty  wh ich  was preponderent ly  Japanese; and we are wonder ing 
what ef fect  this pecul iar  s i tuat ion wil l  have on ou r younger  "teen" age 
people should they be confined to these camps for  s everal years. As 
it is, our  group has constant ly  been condemned as being  too clannish 
to be ass imi la ted into the Amer ican cultural patter n.

We suggest that as much intercourse wi th  "white" Am ericans be pe r �
mi t ted as possible. We do not re l ish the thought of  "Litt le Tokyos" 
springing up in these reset t lement projects, for by  so doing we are 
only perpetuat ing the very things which we hope to eliminate; those 
manner isms and thoughts which mark  us apart, aside f rom our physical  
character ist ics. We hope for  a one hundred per cent  Amer ican community, 
^nd, for such a community, it is essent ia l  that Caucas ian contacts are 
main ta ined personal ly  through dai ly intercourse and  no t  through the 
med ium of letters or books.

DRAFTEE STATUS;

We bel ieve that Amer ican ci t izens of Japanese ances t ry  should con�
tinue to be permi t ted to serve in the armed forces of the Uni ted States. 
We fur ther  ho ld  that the members of the Japanese commu nities, whether  
they be in camps or not, should be pr iv i leged to oa rt ic ipate in any and 
every government reg is t ra t ion or request for servic e. This is vi ta l  for 
m o r a l e .
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RELATIONS:

We recommend that a vigorous publ ic relat ions campai gn be carr ied 
out among three general groups, namely: ( � ) the.publ ic at large, ( � ) 
the Japanese themselves, and (3) the government«

We bel ieve that it is essent ia l  that the Amer ican pub l ic at large 
be convinced that we are no t  the ungrateful ,  danger ous, treacherous 
Japs which some persons would have them believe. We  bel ieve that speak�
ers, both Japanese Americans and other Americans, s hould tour the east, 
the south, the midwest, the mountains, and even the  Pacif ic Coast to 
expld in our pos i t ion and to refute some of the al le gations and accusa�
tions which have been hur led  at us. In this connect ion, we bel ieve that 
the mi l i ta ry  authori t ies ought to ampl i fy their rea sons for  request ing 
this evacuat ion and also to publ ica l ly  acknowledge that the great m a j o �
r i ty  of Japanese, in their opinion, are loyal and t hat they have been 
most cooperat ive and uncompla in ing in their respons e to army orders.
It is important that the publ ic be informed so that these evacuees may 
not only be reset t led dur ing the durat ion but also that they be welcomed 
to their present  homes when they return af ter  the w ar. Moreover, by  
hav ing  Japanese Americans laud the work  of the War R elocat ion Authority, 
we may  be able to créate a favorable publ ic sentime nt which wil l  permit  
�/our off ice to do tha t which you desire in the re lo cat ion of our group.

If your program is to succeed, it must be T,so ld ,f t o the Japanese, 
bo th  those in camps and those who are outside of th em. Persons in 
whom we have conf idence mus t  not  only be in respons ible posi t ions but 
must  also expla in the “why's and where fo r ' s “ of the  program. If the 
reasons behind many of the orders and regulat ions c ould have been ex�
pla ined in detail, much  of the confusion, and bewi l derment could have 
been avoided. To avoid a repet i t ion of this confusio n, a vigorous p ro �
gram of in format ion and publ ic relat ions must be ca rr ied on among the 
Japanese people, par t icu lar ly  among the younger  Ame r ican cit izens of 
Japanese ancestry who are not  old enough to apprecia te the signif icance 
of the problem.

In order that your office ma y  have the necessary  fu nds and powers 
to carr?/- on the out l ined projects, it Is importan t that the members of 
Congress and the Execut ive Departments unders tand a nd appreciate what 
you are doing, both f rom the standpoint  of the Amer ican publ ic and its 
future pol icy  and the Japanese and their at tempt to  f i t  into the cu l tur �
al pattern.

ED U CATION:

We bel ieve that the educat ional  p rogram which wi l l  be carr ied out 
In these reset t lement  projects, together wi th  the a rrangements made for 
those interested in h igher  education, wi l l  be the m ost instrumental  f a c �
tor in mo ld ing  the future of the �/oung Jap nese Americans.

One thing is certain: there should be no Japanese lan guage schools.

Another  important i tem Is that all classes should b e so integrated 
that every student wi l l  be inculcated with the spir it of Amer ican ism 
and democratic processes. The entire program should  be well  d i rected 
and wel l  rounded, with par t icu lar  emphasis on those  classes which wil l  
train the students in leadership, personal  and comm unity adjustment and 
rehabi l i tat ion, menta l  and social  hygiene, vocation s, handicraft ,  social 
graces, persona l i ty  development, etc. Specia l  stres s should be laid on 
the enunciat ion and pronunciat ion of words so that awkward and “Oriental 
sounds wil l  be el iminated.

The need for h igh ly  competent  instructors is eviden t. Because of 
their greater responsibi l i ty,  they must  be bet ter  t han the average 
teacher. We are apposed to such plans as asking ret i red instructors 
and volunteers to aid in the teaching, for  we are m ost l ikely to get 
instructors who are ei ther too old for this type of  teaching or those 
who were not successful  elsewhere. We suggest that all instructors

-4-



whether they be Japanese Amer icans or not, be requi red to take a tho�
rough examinat ion before be ing  submit ted to teach. r!his is .very im�
portant  because it wi l l  be in the classrooms that t he most  s ignif icant 
work in the mold ing of good Amer icans can be done.

In addit ion, we suggest that nurser ies be establ ish ed for p r e �
school age chi ldren and that h igh  school age studen ts be permi t ted to 
go outside of camps and at tend regular h igh  schools  wherever  p rac t ic �
able and possible. We bel ieve that these outside co ntacts would be 
most  helpful .

Too, there should be Amer ican izat ion and Engl ish cla sses for those 
who are interested, as wel l  as adul t  educat ion clas ses for those who 
have completed h igh school courses. Un ivers i ty  ex te ns ion classes are 
also recommended.

For  those students now In college, we suggest that some system of 
permi t t ing  them to t ransfer  to col leges and univers i t ies outside of 
the mi l i ta ry  zones be establ ished. Federa l  aid shou ld be made ava i l �
able to them in order that they may  complete their ed ucat ion and become 
useful  cit izens. ihe non**resident fees of many  of the state schools 
should e i ther  be waived or paid for by  the state f r om which these stu�
dents are forced to leave.

It is our content ion that if the community or famil;y knew that 
they had some one dear to them on the outside prepa r ing for the life 
to come that the morale of the group would be bols te red .nd mainta ined 
even in the darkest  of days. Finally, It w i l l  be in  the educat ion of 
our group as a whole that the sa lvat ion of our nat i ona l i t y  rests.

R EL IG ION:

Recogniz ing the value of spir i tual  forces and the w ork of the 
churches in this task of evacuat ion and resett lemen t,  we suggest that 
every oppor tun i ty  be g iven to carry on normal  rel ig ious activit;/. We 
are especia l ly  concerned with the future of the Bud dhis t  faith, for 
a l though about  one-hal f  of the Japanese people are fo l lowers of this 
fa i th  they lack the "outs ide” contacts of the Chr is t ian churches and 
are probably  the most misunders tood of all of our g roups. Moreover, 
we bel ieve that special care should be taken to see  that conf l icts 
ar is ing wi th in  and between fai th be avoided.

Whi le  we recognize the need for re l ig ious educat ion  and act iv i ty 
in the re locat ion program, we strongly urge that st eps be taken to con�
fine the work of the church people to phases of rel ig ious worship only 
and that they are no t  permi t ted to engage in other  s phere of acit ivi ty. 
We bel ieve that the social and recreat ional  require ments of the commu�
nity, for  example, should be taken care of by the c ommunity and not  
broken up into church groups for the special at tent ion of their own 
congrega t ions .

SPORTS AND RECRE A T I O N ;

We bel ieve that sports, recreation, and socials of all k inds are 
necessary  for the morale of the communit ies. Adequa te faci l i t ies for 
the above should be prov ided as soon as possib le af ter  arr ival  at these 
projects. These should be organized along a mass or  team basis as much 
as possible so that the idea of teamwork can be str essed. Competent  
instructors and leaders should be provided.

We recommend that every person be required to part ic i pate in some 
fo rm of physical  act iv i ty  under  proper  superv is ion and direct ion.

The compet i t ive spir i t  should be fostered, poss ib ly  by organized 
league p lay wi th in  the camps for those sports which  are suscept ible to 
such organizat ion and by inter-camp compet i t ion or  exhibi t ions with 
near  by  h igh  schools or ath let ic clubs. The la t ter  might  also be used 
as a method  of keep ing in " touch” w i th  the "outs ide”  world.
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Motion pictures and outside enter ta inment  should, h e provided on 
a regular schedule wherever possible« D r a m a s , one—a ct plays, special 
programs, etc«, produced by the members of the comm unit ies under  p r o �
per d i rect ion and supervis ion should prove of great  interest and valu<

Dances, parties, and other forms of socials should be encouraged 
as one means of keeping the spirits of the people o n the upgrade.

PUBLICATIONS AND RADIOS;

We bel ieve that all magazines, periodicals,  publ ica t ions, news �
papers, and books should be permit ted in the resett lement projects w i t h �
out undue restr ict ions« We also be l ieve that every  fami ly  uni t  or 
other un i t  should be permi t ted to have and to use a st andard radio 

receiv ing set.

We suggest that every pro ject  have its own newspape r  or m i m e o �
graphed bu l le t in  so that  all the people wi th in  that  communi ty wi l l  

know what  is going on.

Perhaps it m igh t  be bes t  if Japanese language newsp apers are p e r �
mitted, prov ided that they are under  government sup ervision, so that 
the f irst generation, most  of whom cannot read or u nders tand Engl ish 
too well, m igh t  be kept  �������	�as to the happenings in the wor ld and 
the latest  regulat ions concerning their conduct*

We suggest that every reset t lement  pro ject  have an adequ te l i �
brary. In this connection, may we suggest that thos e Japanese who 
have l ibrar ies of fine books, as well as col lect ion s of magazines, 
should be asked to contr ibute them for the use of t hese projects, ra th �
er than disposing of them at r idiculous prices or e ven g iv ing  them 
away« If this suggest ion is accepted, immediate act ion is necessary 
for we have reports that many  evacuees are sel l ing valuable series 
like the Encyc lopaedia  Britannica, the Harvard Clas sics,  ̂ the Book of 
Knowledge, etc., by the pound in order  to real ize s omething on their 

b o o k s .

HEALTH AND MEDICAL FACT LITIES;

We recommend that the physc ia l  and menta l  wel l  be in g of every 
indiv idual  be assure by a competent medica l  and dent al  staff and ade�
quate faci l i t ies. We are concerned over the possib i l i t ies that many 
of the first generat ion wi l l  no t  be able to survive t he hardsh ips  of 
their new life. We are also concerned over the poss ib i l i t ies of con�
tagious ���	� epidemics which mioh t  sweep the projects.

We bel ieve that par t icu lar  a t ten t ion  should be g ive n the prob lem 
of expectant  mothers and the care of children.

We bel ieve that the chronic in f i rm and ill should b e lef t  at 
publ ic  wards and Inst i tut ions so that they wil l  no t  c lut ter  up  the 
hosp i ta ls  and beds, as wel l  as demand the a t tent ion  of doctors and 
nurses who are needed for the care of the general e vacuees.

We be l ieve that the latest  medical  pract ices and eq uipment should 
be used  in the t reatment of al l  pat ients and that t he government bear 
the expense of all necessary  medica l  and dental  car e, inc luding hos p i �
ta l izat ion and special  at tent ion or treatment.

JAPANESE PROFESSIONAL AND SPECIALLY- TRAINED PEOPLE:

We bel ieve that as man y  Japanese as possible, espec ia l ly  those 
with special  training, such as doctors, dentists, n urses, social wo rk �
ers architects, draftsmen, etc., should be used in the work, both at 
t h e ’induet ion centers and at the permanent  sett leme nts. Those whose 
training and exper ience qual i fy  them for special ta sks should be assign�
ed them and u t i l i zed  in superv isory or admin is t ra t i ve^capaci t ies over 
outside workers as much as possible. If shortages ex ist, as cer ta in ly  
they shall, it is suggested that only qual i f ied per sons be accepted
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ra i led to make a� � � � ������ � � � � ���� �� ��� � ����������� are F)����� ���� �����
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BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY;

We bel ieve that all businesses and industr ies shoul d be of the 
cooperat ive nature and that, as far as possible, th ey should deal wi th 
some valuable contr ibut ing- to- the-nat ional -defense type of vrork.

Credi t  unions, savings associat ion, cooperat ive buy ing and sel l ing 
organizati.ons--all aimed at promot ing an ’’espri t  de co rps ” should be 
encouraged, rather than indiv idual  canteens or stor es* The entire 
management  and control  should be in the hands of th e Japanese themselves

As far as industr ia l  products and manufactur ing is c oncerned, the 
type of objects to be manufactured should be such a s to require the 
m in imum amount  of mach inery  and equipment, as wel l  t ranspor tat ion and 
processing. Each  industry site should be as near  as  possible to the 
source of mater ia ls  and hand fabr icable art ic les ma de of clay, wood, 
cloth, etc., might  prove successful  both f rom the s tandpoint  of marke t �
ing and locat ing the plant. The art ic les to be manufa c tured  should 
include many things former ly  imported and now ha rd  to get. Wooden o b �
jects such as furniture, toys, barrels, boxes, etc. ; c lay products 
such as bowls, plates, crucibles; chemical  retorts;  jmpermaking and 
al l ied products; leather goods such as shoes, cartr idge belts, etc.; 
f iber goods like rope, mats, baskets, etc., are d is t inct  possibi l i t ies. 
Weaving, textiles, and sewing might  furnish an out l e t  for the women.

As much as possible of the work produced should con sist of things 
that are needed by the armed forces or as feeders to defense industries* 
Such government agencies as the War Product ions Boa rd, the Nat ional  
Resources P lanning Board, the W. P. and others shou ld be contacted
to determine what  Is needed requir ing the least mach inery  and the most  
handicraf t .  Camouf lage nets have been suggested for  the f ishermen as 
a possibi l i ty .

We bel ieve that the men and wom e n  should be employe d as near ly  as 
possible in the same lines as they were in normal l ife. Where this 
Is impossible, it is suggested that most  Japanese a re quite ski l l ful  
with their hands. Ar i t i f ic ia l  f lowers might  be made , for  example, for 
the eastern markets.

If the work of all is readi ly  seen as vital to the nat ional  de �
fense, it wou ld  mate r ia l l y  aid the mora le of the gr oup in that it 
would indicate that the government has some degree of conf idence in us 
and that we are actual ly  contr ibut ing to the nat iona l  defense effort.

AGRICULTURE

We recommend that a sound and ba lanced agr icu l tura l  program be 
adopted in these reset t lemtn areas. The program sho uld be directed and 
superv ised by the Federal  Government  and should be so p lanned that It 
wi l l  f it Into the pat tern of postwar  p lann ing of th is Government, keep �
ing in mind that these farmers should be permi t ted to engage in those 
par t icu lar  f ie lds of agr icul ture to which they are accustomed as far 
as possible. The type of farming, wi th in the commun ity, should be as 
d ivers i f ied as possible unless the a im Is to produc e for other markets 
and special emphasis should be palced on the produc t ion of vi ta l  foods. 
Government  agencies which should be able to render considerable ass is t �
ance are the Depar tment  of Agricul ture, the War Boa rds, the Soil  Con�
servat ion Service, Farm Secur i ty  Administrat ion,  an d the various ag r i �
cul tural  colleges. Proper soil and water  conservat i on pract ices should 
be encouraged.

We bel ieve that proper laboratory faci l i t ies, wi th all necessary 
equipment, tools, and other faci l i t ies, should be s et up in the various 
reset t lement  areas so that certain important  agr icu l tural  experiements 
can be undertaken. Qual i f ied Japanese Amer ican rese arch men from the
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; houid be g iven an opportun 
.ree ti on of the Depar tment  o:

to work  on these
Agriculture. Thi

should include soil chemis ts , entomologists,  p lan

igricuiturai ingineers, etc

The Japanese Amer ican farmers should he permit ted t o part ic ipate 
in the nat ional  farm youth  organizat ions and progra ms, such as the  ̂
Future Farmers of America'.end 4-H Clubs, for the p urpose of developing 
leadership, character, and talents. Vegetables, fru it, and other p r o �
ducts grown or ra ised in these projects should be e ntered into compe te  

tion at the county and state fairs.

In agriculture, as in business, tie cooperat ive pr i nc ip les should 
be pract iced as much as possible in every phase of the agr icul tura l  
industry, f rom cooperat ive buy ing and p lann ing to c ooperat ive marke t �

ing of the products.

The equip ert now owned and used by the Japanese on  their own 
farms should be transported and used wherever  possi b le so that the^ 
expenses of purchas ing new equ ipment  w i l l  not be a factor in p lanning

these projects.

Canner ies and other process ing centers should be es tabl ished and 
operated b y  the Japanese. Pack ing houses and sheds,  too, are poss ib i �

l i t ies .

The Federal Government  should also consider the pos sibi l i  
sett ing up farm work projects in cer ta in  agr icul tur a l  areas, a 
forestat ion, irr igation, etc., projects.

ties of 
s re-

The re markable success of the Japanese Amer icans a long new agr i �
cul tura l -pursui ts  that w i l l  aid in the war ef for t  s hould be under taken 
by the government. Da i ry  farming, beekeeping, bulb growing, mushroom 
growing, soybean and castor bean growing are among many  possib le fields 
wh ich  the Japanese have not yet engaged in w i th  par t icu lar  success or 

in h u m b e r s .

LABOR AND WAGES ;

We bel ieve that al l  Japanese who are requested to work on cer ta in 
projects should be guaranteed, the preva i l ing  wages  and hours, as wel l  
as work ing  condit ions. Just because we happen to be  evacuees^should 
not be an excuse for explo i ta t ion and slavery, e i th er  industr ia l ly  or 

agr i cu l tu ra l l y .

Should the work  be such that group movement  is necess ary, the 
fami ly unit  should be maintained. Proper housing, s anitation, med i ca �
tion, etc., should be the required prerequis i tes be fore permiss ion to 

hire or use evacuee labor is granted.

Special  care should be g iven to all labor contracts  so that con�
fl icts w i t h  exist ing labor groups or unions wi l l  no t  occur.

We are ooposed. to the creat ion of 	� labor poo l s5’ in wh ich  the 
entire Japanese evacuee community is p laced^and f ro m wh ich  only the 
men wi l l  be t ranspor ted f rom project  to pro jec t  to do work.

Publ ic works may bo a par t ia l  so lut ion to the probl em, provided 
that the fami l y  uni t  idea could be  kept, and. would  be a morale bu i lder  
inasmuch as they would  be contr ibut ing to the publ i c welfare. This 
suggest ion presupposes that the w cha in-gang 	 theory of convict  labor 
■ will not be fo l lowed as suggested by  some.

A  graduated scale of compensat ion for labor w i t h  em phasis on in i �
t iat ive and sk i l l  is desi rable as a general rule.

CITIZENSHIP R E C OGNIT ION;

that

Inasmuch as most  of us are Amer ican c i t izens and. ar e proud of 
designation, it is h ighly important that immediate an d ef fect ive

� � � � �
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means of ma in ta in ing  that pr ide be formulated and a nnounced.

Infr ingements on civi l  l ibert ies should be kept at the absolute 
m in imum and should not bo invoked unless necessary,  they should bo 
appl ied to all wi thout regard to race, color, or na t ional  origin. De-* 
tai led and complete explanat ions for the necess i ty  of every prohib i t ive 
order should be  made to all concerned, and such exp lanat ions should be 
made on the basis of a patr iot ic appeal and not  on t he idea of one 
group being more dis loyal  than any other group.

We urge the Federal  Goverbment and the Wes te rn  Defe nse Command to 
clear up the not ion that they bel ieve that the Japa nese, as a group, 
are more dis loyal  and dangerous than any other grou p and that we here 
in America are c lassed on the same level w i t h  the m i l i tar is ts  in Japan 
itself. If this were done, we are conf ident  that al l the Japanese 
would appreciate this gesture more than anything el se wh ich  could or 
migh t  be done.

Assurances should be g iven that the War  Reloca t ion  Author i ty  and 
the At to rney  G e n e r a l fs off ice wi l l  protest  any at te mpt on the part  
of any state or of the Congress i tsel f  to pass d isc r iminatory  leg is �
lat ion against  the Japanese whi le they a re In thes e reset t lement 
camps and that they f rown upon  any at tempt to depri ve Amer ican c i t i �
zens of Japanese ancestry of their  c i t izenship.

Freedom of movement  outside of the prohib i ted areas  should be 
granted all cit izens.

Paradoxical  as this may  seem f.  are* opposed to Hear ing or De te r �
min ing  Boards or Commissions wh ich  might  attempt to  determine the 
loyal ty of those in these reset t lement  projects. We  bel ieve that the 
regular  agencies of the government,  such as the FBI , should invest i �
gate and intern or jai l  all d is loyal  or quest ionabl e persons, be they 
cit izens or otherwise. We bel ieve that it wou ld  be impossible to ob �
tain a qual i f ied personnel  capable of determin ing t he loya l ty  or no n �
loyal ty of over a hundred thousand people. Personal  l ikes and d is �
l ikes might  enter in. And, should a person  be adjudg ed dis loyal  at 
this time because of something wh ich  he might  have said or done years 
ago, he would be branded for l i fe and would prove u seless after the 
war. We bel ieve that the Amer ican concepts of just i ce— that one is 
innocent unt i l  p roved gu i l t y— should be  appl icable t o al l  citizens, 
inc luding ourselves. Unt i l  def in i te facts of overt  act ions of d i s �
loyal ty  can be shown, we bel ieve that  all persons s hould be accepted 
at their face value, as loyal and devoted ci t izens of the Uni ted 
S ta tes •

As far as possible and pract icable,  Japanese Amer ic ans should be 
treated in the same manner  as all other Amer ican  ci t izens, and cer �
ta in ly  w i th  greater  cons idera t ion than the 5!enemy a l iens �� •

Because of the unusual  and unprecedented requests m ade upon Amer i �
can ci t izens of Japanese ancestry, special  provis io ns should be made  
to compensate them for the temporary loss of some o f their  pr iv i leges 
and rights. This might  be  in the form of Mcer t i f i ca tesM of c i t i zen�
ship or appreciat ion, or some other token wh ich  wi l l  he lp  them re ta in  
their sel f - respect in their own eyes and in the eye s of their fe l low 
cit izens.

ORGANISATION:

Self-government as far as possib le and pract icable should be the 
order of the day. Because most  of those involved ar e cit izens, the 
cit izens should be g iven special pr iv i leges over an d above  those 
granted to the non-ci t izens.

We recommend that only c i t izens who have at ta ined t heir ma jor i t y  
be permi t ted to vote and to hold off ices of any sor t, elect ive or 
appoint ive. We suggest that the Japan-born be permi t ted to elect  ad�
v isory  boards wh ich  would  advise the e lected of f ic i als as to what  
ought to be done, etc., but wh i ch  has nc veto or ot her powers*



Every  reset t lement pro ject  should he permi t ted to d raw up its own 
const i tut ion, as it were, in a manner  corresponding  to the const i tu�
tional convent ions held by the several states befor e their admittance 
into the union. They should be guided by the rules set up b y  the ^a r  
Reloca t ion  Authori ty,  said rules being considered i n the same re la t ion 
as the Federal  Const i tu t ion is to the state const i t ut ions. Most  r e �
sett lement camps might  be governed in the manner  of  the states, be ing 
div ided into d is t r ic ts  and count ies.  As f a r  as possi ble, the^actual_ 
terms used in the pol i t ica l  f ie ld ought to be  used.  Ei ther  b icameral  
or un icameral  legis latures might  be set up, w i th  ex ecut ive and judi�
cial departments to correspond. The project  supervi sors could serve 
in the capac i ty  of " federal  men" and over-r ide the wishes of the 
"state" group. Appeal  from the decis ions of the sup erv isory counci l  
might  be made di rect ly  to the War  Relocat ion Author i ty  off ic ials.

Each  project  should be permi t ted to select a cer ta i n  number of 
persons, depending upon  its size, who would represe nt  them in an inter- 
reset t lement  projects "congress" wh ich  would meet  a t s tated intervals 
and make recommendat ions to the War  Reloca t ion  Auth or i ty.

The entire theme of the government  should para l le l  as m u c h  as 
possible the actual governmental  set up of the Uni t ed States so that 
lessons in pract ical  democracy wi l l  be taught to al l concerned. All 
c i t izens should be required to register before be in g  permi t ted to vote. 
A minature congress should be set up to pass legisl at ion; an execut ive 
department created to enforce the legislat ion; and a judiciary either 
appointed or elected to determine the legal i ty  of a ll actions. All 
problems re la t ing to the camps, such as pol icing, f i re-f ight ing,  etc., 
should be deal t  w i th  b y  the cit izens themselves.

Proper ly  coord inated and supervised, a p rogram of t his nature 
wi l l  not only give to all concerned a greater appre c ia t ion of the 
work ings of our government  bu t  also invaluable lead ership training 
so that all evacuee cit izens wi l l  be more ably prep ared to help in 
the solv ing of the t remendous post-war problems*

PRIVATE P R O J E C T S ;

We recommend that all persons, groups, or communit i es wh ich  have 
reset t lement plans of their own in m ind  should be p ermi t ted to carry 
them out", provided that they can receive governmen t  approval.

As far  a s indiv iduals who desire to leave the prohi b i ted areas 
and go to other regions outside of the Paci f ic  Coas t states ’.are con�
cerned, we suggest that they be granted permits to do so if they can 
produce s at is factory evidence that they have a pla ce to go, a job or 
some one to take care of them so that they wil l  not  become publ ic 
charges, and the communi ty to wh ich  they w ish  to go  wi l l  permit them 
to come. If the indiv idual  desires government  aid i n reaching his 
dest inat ion, another p rob lem arises wh ich  would  hav e to be  dealt  w i th  

on the basis of government  pol icy.

For o t o u d s  and communit ies wh ich  desire to go out as a uni t  an d 
resett le as a"unit, we bel ieve that the government  ought to furnish 
every encouragement.  If such groups or communit ies a l ready have re �
settlement: sites in mind, the government  ought to e xamine them thor�
oughly in terms of des i rab i l i ty  as to location, pub l ic reaction, p r o �
ductivi ty, present and needed faci l i t ies, btc. If n o government 
funds are needed, and the projects are approved, pe rmiss ion  for the 
groups or communit ies to resett le ought to be grant ed. If funds are 
necessary, government pol icy  w i l l  again govern. If groups and commu- 

ties des i re  to go out as uni ts to resett le but do n ot have any spe�
cif ic sites in mind, the government f ie ld m e n  shoul d recommend those 
wh ich  they feel, are bes t  adapted for that par t icu l ar  group or community 
Then, the interested groups should be permi t ted to select representa�
tives who wi l l  be al lowed to examine the lands and report  back  to their  
group. If the group then approves, they can make th e necessary ar �
rangements w i t h  the government.

On all group or communi ty projects, 
give special  a t tent ion to these factors;

we urge that the government



(1) No Individual or group, regardless of their nation al i ty,  
should he permit ted to make exorbi tant  prof i ts out of this reset t le �
ment  program*

(2) The projects should be so si tuated that they are  not obnox�
ious to the people already present  or dangerous ly  c lose to mi l i ta ry  
depots or possible mi l i ta ry  programs*

(3) The groups or communit ies should be large enough so that 
special mi l i ta ry  protect ion could be g iven if neces sary and still 
small enough so that they would not const i tute a me nace to the loca l i �
ty*

(4) The group should be so wel l  organized, ei ther be cause of 
long acquaintanceship w i th  each other or because of  special interests 
wh ich  bind them together, so that they wi l l  be able  to get along w i th  
the m in imum of trouble and disagreement.

(5) The group should be able to bear all or most  of t he costs of 
sett ing up such reset t lement projects or give sat is factory evidence 
that they can repay whatever loans the government m ay  grant them.

(6) The project  is reasonable capable of sustaining o r support �
ing the number and the type of people who desire to  resett le there*

(7) The project  either has suff ic ient housing and ot her fac i l i �
ties or can be suppl ied w i th  the necessary bui lding s, etc., wi thout  
too much  cost or delay to accommodate the reset t lem ent group.

INDUCTION OR ASSEMBLY C E N T E R S ;

Because f irst impressions are so important, we sugg est that as 
many of the above recommendat ions as possible be ma de avai lable at 
these init ial centers. Proper management  and planne d rout ines wil l  
do m u c h  to el iminate the confusion and troubles wh ich  mark  so maiy  
of these projects. Recreat ional,  social, and athlet ic faci l i t ies for 
young and old should be ready so that the evacuees wi l l  not be bored 
by the lack of something to do* If possible, e v e r y  person should be 
put to some type of work or planned program. School s for the e lemen�
tary and the secondary students should be  avai lable  to all so that 
c lasswork can be cont inued w i t h  the min imum loss of  time* Adequate 
food, b o t h  a s to qual i ty  and quanti ty, should be s upplied. Special 
efforts should be made to make everyone feel at “hom e51 and that they 
are Invited to help in the general  program. Rel ig io us services for 
all denominat ions and rel igions should be avai lable . Proper medica l  
and dental faci l i t ies should be set up to take care  of m y  and all 
cases, from fat igue to ch i ldb i r th  to accident treat ments. Processing 
of the evacuees should be completed as .soon as pos sible so that they 
ma y  be sent to the semi-permanent  or permanent  proj ects wi thout  too 
much  delay.

SEMI AND PERMANENT RESETTLEMENT PROJECTS;

We suggest that as many  of the general  recommendat i ons g iven as 
appl icable and desirable should be adopted and appl ied to the semi�
permanent  or permanent  reset t lement projects.

In addition, we bel ieve that those of us who are to  be resett led 
at a par t icu lar  point should be al lowed to help in c reat ing that cen�
ter. The homes should be as home- lock ing as possibl e, and as comfor t �
able as humanly possible under the circumstances. A s m u c h  of the no r �
mal  l iv ing process as is consistent w i t h  the locat i on and the times 
should be  permit ted. Their storaged furniture and o ther articles, if 
possible, ought to be shipped to them as soon as po ssible so that no r �
mal housekeeping, to some extent at least, may  be r esumed.

Everyone should be put to some task immed ia te ly . Id le hands and 
idle minds wil l  create problems wh ich  might  be avoi ded if all vrere put 
to some construct ive and useful  work-»



The entire populat ion ought to he cal led together a nd the plans 
for the durat ion explained in full deta i l  to all con cerned. Questions 
should he answered in detail and suggestions invite d*

The projects should he in full operat ion wi th in  a d ay or two of 
the arr ival of the evacueesr. Condit ions and other donsiderat ions ’ 
should he as normal and non-*camp-like as possible.  No int imat ion or 
hint should be given that they are in concentrat ion  camps or in p r o �
tective custody, or that the government does not ha ve ful l  fa i th  and 
conf idence in them a s a group and as individuals.

GENERAL CONCLUSIONSi

We must  apol igize for this lengthy and wordy l ist o f recommenda�
tions. We are ful ly  aware that you  and your  staff h ave considered 
most  of them to your a t tent ion as some of our ideas  concerning what  
ought to b e  done in the reset t lement of the Japanes e evacuees. The 
list of recommendat ions does not pretend to deal w i th  every problem 
and mere ly  represents our thoughts regarding those wh ich  came into our 
minds. We trust that they wil l  be of some service a nd value to you.

Finally, in concluding this let ter to yon, may we r ei terate the 
pledge of our Japanese Amer ican Cit izens League to cooperate w i th  you 
to the best  of our abi l i t ies and to offer to you  an d our Government 
the individual and organizat ional  faci l i t ies at our  disposal#

ENS IE AGUE

{ /  / y
Mike /Me-Maaaoks, J 
Nat iônal  Secretary 
Field Execut ive
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 

Beason Bui ld ing 
Salt  Lake Ci ty  1, Utah

Bu l le t in  #25 August  24, 1944

LETTER PROM THE WAR DEPARTMENT

August 14, 1944

Mr* John'Haynes Holmes 
Chairman, Board  of Directors 
Amer ican Civi l  L ibert ies Union 
170 F i f th  Avenue 
New York  Ci ty  (10), N. Y.

M y  dear Mr# Holmes:

This is in rep ly  to your let ter in which you asked re cons idera t ion of 
the reply m a d e " o n  Apr i l  24 by  the late Secretary  of  the N^vy, Prank 
Knox, ‘concern ing the quest ion you prev ious ly  raise d regard ing the 
opening of the Naval  Service to Japanese Americans*

I have g iven your ' le t ter  the.careful  recons idera t io n you request and 
wh ich it deserves, but  f ind that it is impossible t o accede to the pro�
posal  that they be made el igible for  any of the var ious branches of 1he 
Naval  Service!  including the W o m e n ’s Reserves* This  pol icy  is dic tated 
not by  any fundamental  d istrust  of the loyal ty  of t his group as a class 
but  because of the pecul iar  condit ions which are en countered in present 
Naval  warfare and which would make their presence p ar t icu lar ly  t rouble�
some in act ive areas of combat, such as in the Paci f ic. Insofar as 
these reasons prevent m e n  of Japanese ancest ry  f rom  be ing  u t i l ized in 
the Naval  Service at sea, the only possible remaini ng capacit ies in 
which e i ther  men 'o r  v/omen' could be ut i l i zed would  be on shore. Even  
in"such b i l le t  t* however, they would be subjected to more dr less 
continuous, if unjust i f iable, suspic ion because of cer ta in  deep-seated 
prejudices which are aggravated in the psycho logy o f war*

Moreover, this - determinat ion has be e n  necessary b ecause the immediate 
needs' of the Navy  require, general service personnel  capable of perforat�
ing un l imi ted duties'^in any capaci ty  to wh ich assi gned, ei ther ashore 
or afloat. You  will, therefore, perceive the imprac t icabi l i ty  oi 
p ivinp cons idera t ion to proposals wh ich are otherwi se meri tor ious,  but 
wh ich create col lateral  racial  problems of a comple x nature wh ich can�
not be handled adequately under war  condit ions at h ome or Jn  combat* _ 
� � � is be l ieved that, whi le this m ay  work an  incidental  hardship up°n  
cer ta in  loyal Japanese Americans wi th  valuable capa bi l i t ies and talent^ 
they wi l l  real ize that dur ing  these trying^t imes th eir  h w n  ult imate 
iritbtfests wi l l  best  be advanced by  per forming imp ortant  war-suppor t  ng 
duties on the home f ront  rather than to insist upon  the recog ni t ion  
of a status wh ich  it is impract ical  to,.grant in tim e of war.

Sincere ly  yours,

Ralph A% Ba r d  ,
» 1  Seer-etary of the Navy



The attached is a tentative draft of a letter sent t o Saburo  
Kido for his consideration and revision. It is inte nded to  
refleot the concern of the JACL to the Chairman of the Hous e  
Committee on Immigration and naturalization.



Septsaber d, 1945

Hon. Samuel hicistern, duairm&n  
House Committee on

Isalgration 4s haturelizstlon  
445  Old mum Office Building  
* a «thing ton, 0 * 0 »

Bear Hr. M o M t e l m  . .

■ ... Ximr ooamittee hearings, conducted la various p arts  
of the country recently, evoked favorable comment, a sp«*
d a l l y  gjaoag those who believe our immigration poll er should  
not lag too far behind the challenging need« of thes e tie««.

In seeking to humanize oar immigration l&w% rear  
committee set« a high «standard of statecraft, legi slation  
onion your committee recommends, we are confident, wi ll eure-  
1 y do much to promote the demo or at ic philosophy bo th within  
and toward this country.

naturalization laws have excluded nationals from  
certain places of origin as *'ineligible to citizens hip.* Hew,  
in evidence of our emerging will to accord naturaliz ation privl-  
1* ê îa s to the composite peoples in our land, Congress ha s re�
scinded former restrictions upon Chinese nationals. Bills on  
similar permissive legislation for Filipinos and has t Indians  
are pending. ¡fg|

fhis enabling trend is further instanced in the case s  
of Japanese nationals who have volunteered for the armed forces.  
If found qualified and accepted, they have boon abl e to become  
citizens of the tfnited States.

Others of Japanese ancestry have contributed toward  
victory to the beet of their ability and clreumstn& ces. They  
were unable to enlist in the armed forces and thereby  obtain  
citizenship, let, surely their wartime participation  in other  
than the military services merits consideration for th eir eli�
gibility to citizenship.



Roa. tanxa! 0ioísteis doptambor d, 1940

faoaoando o t Sa^mmn  olios« üavo aldod fey prnm^tmm  
os farsa» and ¿y vork Is or&aaaofe písalo* *«r Iftd iftrlii s?Jid  
govemwent *arriso, Still ©tsar« feavo rasdarad as l ntatiaablo  
contribuíion by tagaglag la orillos!» oooroi a#d ol raloglosl  
bronesa« of Iba w«r «ffort, Mssy aoro üav# «oat for tfc ISoir  
sosa talo ISO sraad foroes, «sor# t&alr oststanding  parforaaaoo  
lo s mottor of pabilo raoord. doao of isoir boy« «1 11 sol lo  
ooming Soma.

la varying dagrets toes« A&oriosn willtala of dapsa -  
oso Oofioonl nave aat taaaoalva« sport fro* ISoir a ggreoaor par*  
«al nailon« taay ftava boooao #»ialo-Xoo» poopla. *  f&ay osa-  
sol Ooooao Amarlos» ©1tisana» »nd tSsy aovo silos a lod tñomsolvos  
froa Jopan.

d apaso «t nal lósala la vital fleld« ©f ©or war of fort  
sato tatos positivo» irrevocable «topo la dofaosotr atlsg ofioro  
ttooir loyslt? and alloglasoo roatdo* ffc«y aavo vo lsatoorod for  
too üllitary and S&vsl lotelllgoaoo lasgttago feono ol«* r«y«solo-  
gloal ®sr Sorvlooo» Offloo of bar Information, 0ff! oo of Strs-  
toglo Sorvlooa» Arsy Map norrio««, frasolltoratios oorvleoa»  
roreign oroadoaat XntolUgoaoo Sarrio«» Slosvsgo nor rio«* and  
Fodoral OosBaalostioaa Uomaioelon.

fue sooooosry aoorooy « m o a  na« «arosdod taoir  
Osa kopfe tao Ug&t  ©f favorable psfelioit? fres pla ylag sp tao  
valsólo ald of taoso aliaos. 1» far as tsolr sativo  eosatry  
of dapaa 1« ©onooraod* thoy nava roadorod tsoasolvo o aoelally  
inaeeootable and «alio«» politleally. Is lab Mallo©  dista»,  
«odor prooost la«o» t&oy ©as aovar feo eltisaas; tf eoy aro for-  
ovor alias«.

isotr «iinatloa «xanpliflat a «alatary sood lo «x~  
toa« lo m i  fosad wortay tita prlviloge of aoquirlag  oitisoa-  
sbip» irrospootivo of m o a  or plaoo of ©rigin,

lf wo aro lo femados tmi fes©# of partlolpation la  
Amarlos» U f o  and rosillo «oro fslly tfeo doaooraflo  ooncapt«  
la our o «a load» Amarlo*» «tato«»*» «111 «onitinis o osr nat~  
ursllx&tioa la«« wlifc standard« of lifeorty, sunsn ity aad  
js etica.

¥«ry trsly yosro,

��������� ��������
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JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 
Nat ional  Headquarters 

413 Beason Bldg. Salt Lake City 1, Utah 
C
�

p September 12, 1945

Y

Honorable Tom C. Clark 
attorney General 
Department of Justice Bui ld ing 
Vashington, D. C*

Dear Sir:

Wi th  the terminat ion of the war, the depor tat ion of  enemy aliens of 
Japanese ancestry wi l l  be pressed most likely* Inas much as the d i sc re �
tionary authori ty has been delegated to you, we wish to present our views 
with the hope that they may be helpful  to you in yo ur execut ion of this 
respons ib i l i t y •

We are aware of the fact that a large number of al i en Japanese 
residents were arrested end interned at the outbrea k of war* Subse�
quently through hearings and further investigations , many were  paroled 
or released outright*

Whi le you were connected with the War t ime Civi l  Con trol  Admin is t ra �
tion, we appealed to you to intercede w i th  the Feder al  Bureau of In �
vest igat ion in behal f  of the alien Japanese to stop  further arrest ing 
"’hen the mass evacuat ion from the West Coast was i mpending* We expressed 
our opinion at that time that we had conf idence in the Issei and that 
great hardships -would be avoided if the men were p ermit ted to help their 
families to evacuate without endanger ing the secur i ty of this country.
We are of the same opinion and f irmly bel ieve that the internees who 
were the leaders of the Japanese communit ies wi l l  n ot be in imical  to the 
wel fare of this country even if they should be perm it ted to remain in 
this country. MQst of them have resided in this cou ntry for the major  
port ion of their lives, some forty to f i f ty years.

We appreciate the fact that the organizat ional  acti vi t ies and 
connect ions were factors which resul ted in the inte rnment in most cases.Mn 
And as a precaut ionary measure, many were detained f or the durat ion of * 
the war. However, we bel ieve that in almost every i nstance, they were 
not ant i -American but were carry ing on their act ivi t ies merely as commu�
nity leaders and the chosen off icers of their organ izat ion. As peace�
time undertakings, the activi t ies were not v iewed a s i l legal or dangerous 
Almost  every other nat ional i ty  group carried simila r act iv i t ies in con�
nect ion with the country of their parents* Many of the funct ions were 
�ponsored or approved by American public off icials. The circumstances 
of war changed the situation. As innocent victims, it seems harsh to 
penal ize these internees with deportat ion.  Wo are c onfident that those 
who desire to remain in this country or those with f amil ies would not 
have jeopardized their posit ion if they had known t hat their activi t ies
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would be looked upon with suspicion or os anti-Amer ican,

Those who . knowingly and intent ional ly  aided in any type of 
espionage work  should be placed in one category. On the other hand, those 
who part ic ipated in activi t ies because of the fact that they were sub�
jects of Japan or chosen representat ives of their o rganizat ion should 
not be deported mere ly  on grounds of suspicion.

A large number have famil ies with chi ldren who are Amer ican citizens. 
Some have sons or daughters in the American armed f orces with their ful l  
consent and approval. We bel ieve the loyalty of the ir chi ldren is one 
fact to indicate that they were not ant i-American. If these internees 
should desi re to remain in this country, we bel ieve every possible 
opportunity should be given them. It is through no fa ult of theirs that 
they remained subjects of Japan, The natura l izat ion  laws of  this country 
denied them the pr iv i leges of becoming American cit izens.

We bel ieve the fo l lowing factors should be given so me considerat ion 
in judging the meri ts o f  each Case:

1. The number of years the Internee has resided in this country.

2. Whether  a person is marr ied and his family is res i d ing in this 
coun t ry .

3. The loyalty d isplayed by his fami ly members dur in g the war 
p e r i o d .

4. Whether the internee has had business or property investments 
to indicate his desi re to permanent ly  res ide in this country.

5. The civic and community act iv i t ies in which he pa rt ic ipated 
which contr ibuted to the general welfare.

6. His sympathy and leadership in Amer icanizat ion act ivi t ies 

before the war.

7. Whether the internee has indicated his desire to  return to 
Japan or remain in this country,

8. Whether any member of his family served in the a rmed forces.

9. Whether he has knowinrrly and ^intentionally par t ic ipated In 
espionage activit ies,

10. The recommendat ions he has been able to receive from fr iends 
who are reputable cit izens but not necessar i ly  prom inent.

11. Whether  his pro-Japan activ i t ies were in connect io n with his 
leadership of organizat ions and similar to what eve ry other nat ional i ty  

group had been doing.

12. Whether  he had been ant i-American in his at t i tude or par t ic ipated
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in pro-Japan activ i t ies in order to promote better u nderstanding between 
the two countr ies.

13* Whether his pro-Japan activi t ies were openly do ne or of a 
secret nature.

14. The contr ibut ions made to Japan should be balan ced with those 
made to organizat ions in this country.

15. Purchase of war bonds by family of internee or for  his own 
account before and after the outbreak of war.

16. Whether  a personas pro-Japan activ i t ies were for  business and 
social reasons.

We sincerely hope that with the f irst hand knowledg e you Were able 
bo obtain whi le¡you were on the West Coast before a nd after the ou t �
break of hosti l i t ies, your conclusions are the same  as ours. We hope 
chat you Wi l l  give every internee, unless he has be en d i rect ly  connected 
with espionage activit ies, every opportuni ty  to rem ain in this country 
if he should so desire and thereby enable him to reun ite with his family 
jr to return to the community where he had been esta bl ished prior to 
uhe outbreak of the war. We bel ieve most  of them ha ve lived the greater 
part of their lives in this country and would prefe r it to Japan if thev 
could be given the choice. ^

We bel ieve that a humane and fair treatment could b e extended to th 
internees by  a v ictor ious nation.- To be magnanimou s to the innocent 
victims of war 'when nat ional  welfare is not endange red is the Amer ican 
way and a compensat ion for the br ing ing up of  sons and daughters loyal 

bo the United States. A l iberal  and understanding a tt i tude could be 

accorded to those who have not been anti-American, who have famil ies 
in this country, and who desire to remain as resident s of this country 
as evidenced by their conduct before and after the o utbreak of war.

In closing may we express our appreciat ion for the i nterest that 
the Department of Justice has shown in the West  Coa st violences since 
the l i f t ing of the West Coast ban by the Western De fense Command and 
for the respect and recogni t ion accorded to the civ i l  rights of those 
of Japanese parentage throughout the war emergency.

Sincerely yours

Nat ional  President



MEETING

Of

ADVISORY BOARD OF THE 

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZEN’S LEAGUE  

417 Mar ice t Street, San Francisco  

December 13, 1945, 10:30 &• a*

Present: Chairman, Allen C. Blaisdell, Galen M* Fisher, Jo sephine Duveneck, Joe Masaoka,  
Ruth W* Kingman, Laurence Hewes.

Report on present program of Regional Office of Japanese American Citizen’s League,  
by Joe Masaoka.

Program divided Into two parts:

(1)  Public Relations: Giving publicity to favorable government
actions, interpreting community attitudes to returnees, particu�
larly to Issei, etc*

(2) Social Action:
a)  Development of Japanese American Civil Rights Union, to  

raise f125,000 to fight escheat cases*

b)  Assistance to individuals, often involving time and travel*

Foundation Grants made to Japanese American Citizen’s League, on basi s of:

(1) Service to Nisei and parents*
(2) Reactivation of JACL Units*

General Discussion re program described:

Subject: Reactivation of JACL chapters*

|l| JACL trying to get returnees recognized as individual s, as residents  
of this country, not merely as emissaries of good-will for Japanese  
American population*

(2) Training for integration best accomplished through development of  
JACL chapters*

(Z)  Former leaders now relocated in East*

(4) Potential leaders only 17-20 years of age badly in need of advice  
and guidance*

(5) Present process promotional. Formerly growth occurred from le ader  
ship-down* Now from membersh ip -up to leadership.
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Subject: Self-support a goal of JACL.

(�) Pattern set in Denver - at first had to receive help - now entirely  
self-supporting May take two years in California*

Motion made by Mrs. Kingman and seconded by Mr* Hewes calling for a  meeting in near  
future of Advisory Board and representatives of the Rosenberg Foundation, t o 
discuss developing problems of JACL.

(�) Support of Foundation, granted for two year period, should be 
gradually decreased.

(3) JACL difficulties due to:

a) Distrust of Issei and some Hlsel of JACL policies in  
support of Government at time of war.

b) All presently obtainable fUnds needed for (1) evacuee  
assistance, end ( �) escheat cases.

Subject: Membership of Caucasians in JACL.

Question: (1)  Should Caucasians be active in JACL?

(2) Should JACL members concentrate only on JACL activities, or  
should they enter other groups as individuals or as JACL repre�
sentatives?

Discussion: (1) JACL feels that group participation will be p ossible after
adjustment cf returnees*

(2) Nisei shy and retiring; still need leadership of JACL before  
they Hill take part in other activities*

Subject: Japanese American Civil Rights Union*

Question: How are funds handled?

Answer: Now through office of JACL - later will be under committee elected  
by group.

Suggestion: (Dr. Fisher) Formation and basis for organization should be

Subject:

put in writing inmediately.  

Membership dues of JACL.

Discussion: (1) All membership dues should be credited to JACL.  as such
figures indicate popular support* Of interest to Foundation.

(2) Same for contributions of Issei*



Motion

Motion

Motion

Subject: Financial accounts of JACL.

Suggestion: Professional help on books oe requested from Rosen erg  
Foundation*

Suggestion: Local off! ee should provide evidence that local member�
ship should assist regional office*

Question: Has JACL been able to tap resources (ed.note - local,
legal advice, etc#) to help support needy cases?

Answer: Yes, involving approximately #50,000*

by Mr* Hewes, seconded by Dr. Fisher, and carried. Requesting Mr. Masaofea
to put on paper the entire organizational and financial structure of the  
plans of the Japanese American Defense Onion to raise #125,000 for the  
escheat cases*

made earlier by Mrs. Kingman, re meeting with Rosenberg Foundation represen�
tatives, withdrawn by Mrs* Kingn&n, until such time as further informa�
tion is available* Mr* Hewes seconded the withdrawal*

made by Bar. Fisher, seconded by Mr* Hewes, requesting Mr* Masao lca to develop  
and set down a plan (tentative) for the financing of JACL fo r three  
years, indicating an increasing degree at  self-support in the last year.

Adjournment - at 12:20 p.m*



MINUTES

JOINT MEETING- OF THE JACL ADVISORY AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES, Inter�
national Institute, August 15, 2*00 p.m.

PRESENT: Miss Annie Clo Watson  
Dr. John C. Leffler
Ernest Besig (American Civil Liberties Union)
Mari Okazaki (International Institute)
Roy Takagi  
Joe Masaoka  
Dave Tatsuno

ABSENT: DUE TO REPORTED TRANSPORTATION DISRUPTIONS 
Mrs. Ruth lingman  
Laurence Hewes  
Galen Fisher  
Mrs,

* we re unab 1 e to be present.

Allen Blaisdell, Mrs. J<*phine Duveneck, and Joseph  
James were out of town.

Ed Banfield, due to a prior engagement, was unable to be  
present.

WRA RELOCATION METHODS CRITICIZED

Regional ^ePresen^a îve Joe Grant Masaoka explained that he had  
called the meeting and had not cancelled it despite its being V- J Day  
because of the urgency of examining the WRA methods of forcing closure  
of relocation centers.

Masaoka reported that information had been transmitted to him  
regarding the coercive policy employed toward center residents . He

residents who had not made relocation plans were notified  
by the Project Director to discuss their problems at an appoi nted time.  
The center resident is escorted by Internal Security and MP’s at the  
appointed hour to the Project Director or Relocation Officer, who the n 
inquires whether relocation plans had been made.

In the event of a negative answer, the resident is told that a  
train wili be departing on a designated date to his point of origin.  
Should the evacuee inquire about housing or means of support , he is

field offices will adequately take care of the matter.
\WRA field offices can only hope but cannot provide liv ing quarters  
in communities already facing acute housing shortage.)

If the evacuee ventures the opinion that he does not  care to  
leave at the scheduled time, he is warned that no other gov ernment  
assistance will be forthcoming. Furthermore, on the d ate set for the  
center closure, all electricity and water will be t urned off, food  
supplies will cease, and maintenance of the center sha ll end. The
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evacuee has no other recourse than to comply with the cent er admin�
istration decision to force eviction.

Because Canal Camp of Gila River Relocation Center and Camps  2  
and 3 of the Poston Relocation Center are scheduled to clos e as of  
October 1, their announced terminations are watched as test cases.  
Apparently, WRA hopes that the complete liquidation of these camps  
will demonstrate to other centers the futility of hoping for alterna�
tives* The WRA is determined to employ total and even unnecessarily  
harsh means to effect this demonstration*

WRA field offices admit that housing is a difficult, if n ot im�
possible, situation and that they are not prepared to ha ndle the  
mass return of evacuees to their districts, in spite of offic ial as�
surances published within the centers*

Masaoka read an announcement posted in the Poston Relocation  
Genter under date of August 7:

“The assistant advisors will not include on these spec ial trains  
any families who are dependent, for whom satisfactory arran gements  
have not been made; neither will families who have an e xcludee or  
detainee member be included*

In the event that a fatly does not respond to the project  dir�
ector s memo within three days it must be assumed that the fami ly will  
return to their place of legal residence* The assistant  advisor will  
proceed as follows;

Ha) Contact the appropriate property office to arrœ ge  
for the delivery of ten boxes to thé family.

Hb) Notify the Internal Security section who will e scort the  
family head to the relocation office, where the assi st�
ant advisor will explain to him that if he does not ap�
ply for assistance the family will be considered eligi�
ble for only a transportation grant to their place of  
legal residence* Persons designated for departure on  
Sept* 5, shall be given until August 18 to choose t heir  
destination.

“Persons designated for departure on Sept. 12, shall be  
given until August 25 to choose their destination*

“Persons designated for departure on Sept. 19, shall be  
given until Sept. 1, to choose their destination.

“Persons designated for departure on Sept. 24 shall be  
given until Sept. 11 to choose their destination.

Mr. Carter  
Relocation Officer“

After the reading Masaoka pointed out the actual methods employed  
to back up this announcement is arbitrarily compulso ry although its  
language is not too indicative of the stern mea&res  adopted by the
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center administration. Conditions bordering on near hysteria have  been  
described as obtaining within the centers.

According to Masaoka, a Nisei soldier serving in the Philippine  
Islands has sought discharge and has come back to the st ates. He has  
aged and ailing parents who do not know where to go nor who can sup�
port them, and his insistent request for discharge was  made to come  
home and provide for them. This Nisei sergeant says t here are thousands  
of other Nisei soldiers in the Pacific who feel as he doe s but cannot  
obtain releasA. He indicated, too, their continued serv ices in the  
army of occupation are required more than even before.

Masaoka also related how he had been called into conference several  
weeks ago by Jules Sietz, Washington WRA official, who had been se nt  
out to stimulate relocation efforts on the part of field offices.
Sietz had assured the conference, composed of Fred Ross,  WRA District  
Officer; Robert Gibson, Council for Civic Unity; Joseph James, American  
Council on Race Relations, and NAACP; and myself, that  housing is being  
made available and that relocation was proceeding.

However, upon being questioned rather sharply about the avail�
ability of housing, Sietz admitted their WRA policy, current in the  
thinking of WRA administration officials, was that they hoped to  
create by the forced influx of returnees to each area su ch a situation  
of "imminent crisis" that municipal authorities and t he Army and Navy  
will be compelled to make available some type of hou sing.

D i  s c u s s i o n :

JACL Regional Representative related how many hardships and in�
humanities are being faced by center residents when thus compelled  
to leave. He pointed out how National President Saburo Kido ha d 
sought support in January for deferred closure of some of the centers  
to be used as a Mai ntenance Camp for unemployable and u nrelocatable  
families and individuals. Consensus at that time was that centers  
should be abolished.

Masaoka now reports the general criticism to the WRA policies i n 
closing centers without providing for shelter and adequate assistan ce  
to returnees after their departure from the centers. A n umber of or�
ganizations are now active in seeking to mobilize nation-wi de public  
sentiment in protest. They hope that with this national s upport,  
enough pressure can be brought upon the Secretary of Inter ior and the  
President to intercédé for a more moderate and considerate cen ter-  
liquidation policy.

Those present at this meeting pointed out how JACL, by adopting  
a policy of cooperation with WRA, felt that the utmost benefits could  
be secured for the greatest number of evacuees. Because  of this  
cooperative attitude, the JACL has been highly condemne d in many  
quarters and particularly among evacuees. The expressions made w ere  
unanimous that JACL, in the name of evacuee human beings and absentee
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Nisei soldiers and to assert its place of leadership for th ose of Japan�
ese descent, take strong public issue with the WRA that cent er closure  
alternatives should be adopted, until housing and other dep endency as�
sistance is definitely forthcoming to those requiring it.

The Regional Representative was authorized to phone by long dis�
tance this attitude of the “best friends of JACL“ to it s National  
President in Sait Lake City. The National Organization, with the con�
currence of its National Committee, shall make public announc ement of  
its attitude to strongly advise center residents to  resist compulsory  
methods of being relocated until adequate assurances of housing and  
assistance are definitely promised. Masaoka was also instruc ted, by  
the body, to draw up a resolution expressive of the sentimen t of those  
present, which can be later circulated for the endorsem ent and concur�
rence of other organizations, and then transmitted as  deemed necessary  
for enabling action.

It was felt that in view of this urgent situation, JACK shou ld  
take a strong, forthright position and advise the centers of it s at�
titude. The WRjfc should be taken to task and its methods made a public  
issue.

JACL TO MAKE PRESENTATION AT COMMITTEE HEARING'S

To be conducted under the chairmanship of Representative Di ck-  
stein, New York, the Committee on Immigration and Natu ralization will  
hold hearings in San Francisco on August 27, 28, 29, and 30. The  
agenda is slated to be, in addition to top Immigration matter s, “state�
less people,“ alien enemies, deportation of aliens int erned in detention  
centers, and the enforcement of deportation orders. The National Asso�
ciation of International Institutes, according to A nnie Clo Watson, has  
adopted an immigration policy expressed at the committee he arings in  
New York. Their own local International Institute is preparing presen�
tations on a number of hardship cases, as well as the formulation of  
an over-all immigration policy, which will generally seek modifi cation  
of the present national and racial quotas.

Ernest Besig of ACLU observed their organization is concerned i n 
the coercive methods employed by WRA in compelling evac uees to leave  
the centers but declared there is no law to prevent the use of such  
methods. He said the ACLU is also preparing legal c ases to test the  
validity of citizenship renunciation by the unavoidable dures s and at�
mosphere in Tulelake under which many Nisei expatriated. It wa s his  
opinion that children of 15 and 16 thus sign away their bi rthright  
without the capacity to clearly weightthe consequences o f their action.

It was felt that the matter of dual citizenship would arise.  All  
present agreed that an attorney such as Maurice Harrison , or perhaps  
Judge Denman, would be ideal to make such a presentation. Masaoka ex�
pressed the opinion that in any discussion of “stateless peo ple,“ re�
portedly numbering some 5,000 expatriated Nisei in Tulelake, the  publicity  
would be unfavorable and reflect upon all Americans of Ja panese descent.
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To counteract this unfavorable publicity, it was gene rally agreed  
that a petition be presented on behalf of “aliens ineligible to citi�
zenship,» such as Issei working on strategic projects and as  language  
Instructors for the United States Government. Also, a petiti on to  
enable naturalization for immediate relatives of those in the  armed  
forces and the merchant marines be recommended.

The sentiment was expressed that a competent, expert  attorney,  
such as Saburo Kido, should prepare the various legal presentations  
but should have other prominent and influential Caucasian f riends make  
the actual pleadings.

Masaoka was instructed to contact Mr. Wickson of the local office ,  
U. S. Immigration and Naturalization Service, to ascertain the age nda  
and secure permission for the JACL to make its presentations.

Masaoka was instructed to convey these ideas in his long-dis tance  
phone call to the National President.

ADJUSTMENT OP EXPENDITURES TO BUDGET

Masaoka explained that, upon recommendation of the Advisory Com�
mittee, the original Regional Representative salary , budgeted at  
fl?5, waw increased to $200,

Because of the necessity t© attend frequent meetings and make 
interviews, the Regional Representative pointed out that a  smooth flow  
of work was not always moving to the secretary because o f frequent  
appointments and interruptions. The possibility for securing dictating  
equipment was brought out. Since the rent, budgeted at S60 per month  
has been obtained at $35, it was the feeling that the $> 2d saved could  
be devoted, if deemed necessary, by the Regional Represe ntative, to  
the purchase of a recording machine.

The Regional Representative mentioned that as it becomes  neces�
sary to secure wide-spread support for the organization in bo th mem�
bership and finances, a thorough canvass of Japanese Amer ican returnees  
might become advantageous in the fall and winter. To d o this effective�
ly, he made the observation that an automobile would be helpful. In  
response to this suggestion, it was the feeling tha t should sudh ve�
hicle be deemed helpful, part of the travel expense , budgeted at ¿800,  
might be devoted to such purchase.

The meeting adjourned at 4:30.
Respectfully submitted,

Joe Grant Masaoka
JGM;sm REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

NOTE PARTICULARLY:

The resolution is herewith attached. The wording, perhaps, may  
be improved.
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Attached also are copies of letters from authoritative sourc es  
on the housing situation. Phone inquiries today revealed that v ery  
little changes expected in the housing situation, even with th e cessa�
tion of hostilities. On the NAH letter the last sent ence of the second  
paragraph makes note of the phrase “eligible to occupy war housin g that  
has been made available under the provisions of the Lanham Act.“ Un�
fortunately, while eligible, there is no war housing avai lable. Fur�
thermore, with the ceasing of hostilities, though th ere is an expecta�
tion that cut backs in war industries may release emp loyees who might  
return to their former homes outside the West Coast, 65 percent of  
Caucasian war workers polled have Indicated they will remain. Eighty -  
five percent of non-white war workers polled have indicated they wil l  
stay here.

The wives of servicemen now residing in San Francisc o and other  
coast ports will probably return to their former homes under the im�
pression that they can wait for their husbands at home since dischar gees  
will not remain longer than a couple of days or so in th ese coast ports.  
This lessening of housing demand, however, will be balanced by the  
three quarter of a million soldiers who will be returni ng to this area  
and to their families who may then require housing.

It is a sad commentary that as housing might conceivabl y become  
easier to secure, jobs will become correspondingly ha rder to obtain.
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HOUSING- AUTHORITY OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO  
525 Market Street, San Francisco 5, California

August 7, 1945

Dr. Matt N. Crawford  
Acting Executive Secretary  
Council for Civic Unity  
101 Post Street  
San Francisco 8, California

Dear Mr. Crawford:

We are pleased to respond to your request for “a statement of  the  
housing situation now existing and in the Immediate future," re�
quested by your Japanese Resettlement Committee of the Council .

This Authority is currently managing 12,079 units of h ousing, either  
constructed or under construction. 9,565 of these units, which  
include dormitories, trailers and portable dwellings,  were built  
exclusively for occupancy by in-migrant employees of the United  
States Naval Drydocks at Hunters Point. 150 units h ave been allo-  
cated to the respective Army and Navy housing offices. The bala nce  
of 2,364 units, which include 273 trailers, are occupied b y war  
workers qualified in accordance with NHA directives through th e War  
Housing Center to this Authority.

There are no vacancies in any project today.

Two small projects, not Included above, are being c onstructed directly  
by the Federal Government for occupancy by naval person nel and will  
be managed by this Authority when completed.

The efforts of this Authority to secure additional war housi ng have  
not been successful and our current information from the NHA indi�
cates that Agency is not presently contemplating allocati ng funds  
for or programming any additional war housing in San Francisco.

Six permanent projects, totaling 1,114 units, will be constructed d y 
this Authority as soon after the war as conditions will p ermit. � � �

addition the Authority has applied.to the Federal Government for t he 
construction of an additional 5,000 permanent low rent housing un its  
in the postwar period. Completion of this program is dependent upon  
the passage of the Wagner—Ellender Housing Act which has been re�
cently introduced into Congress.

V Very truly yours,

Tam /s/ JOHN W. BEARD
JWB-a Executive Director
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NATIONAL HOUSING AGENBY 
Office of the Administrator

Region VI
Balboa Bldg., 593 Market St.  
San Francisco 5, California

August 9, 1945

Mr. Matt N. Crawford  
Acting Executive Secretary  
Council for Civic Unity  
101 Post Street  
San Francisco 8, California

Dear Mr. Crawford:

TJiis will acknowledge receipt of your communication of Au gust 6, 1945  
wherein you request information as to what steps are being taken to  
make available housing for persons of Japanese ancestry who are re�
turning to this area from the Several War Relocation Centers.

Recently, several conferences have been held between t he War Relocation  
Authority, Federal Public Housing Authority and the National Housi ng

Pro^lem and some definite steps are being  
taken by the War Relocation Authority to secure housing for the re-

«.In tnis re&’ard> however, we would suggest that y ou  
communite with that organization for definite infor mation. As you  
know, many of the returning families will be eligible to occupy war  
housing that has been made available under the provisio ns of the  
Lanham Act.

Furthermore, we are informed that there is still an  outstanding quota  
P^iori îes in the San Francisco West Bay locality that ar e available  

to these Japanese families if they desire to build housi ng for thera-  
selves. We are hopeful that when this quota is exhausted we  may be in  
a position to make available additional priorities for home co nstrue-  
tion for these families.

We have been keenly aware of the problems confronting the  families of  
Japanese ancestry who are Returning to this area and have been lending  
every assistance possible in devising ways and means o f solving some  
of them. °

You can be assured that we will continue our efforts in th is regard.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ C. J. HORAN for

PRESTON L. WRIGHT 
Regional Representative
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A RESOLUTION ON THE RESETTLEMENT
OF AMERICANS OF JAPANESE DESCENT page 2

(5) That a special old age federal assistance  
fund be set up to provide for these displaced aliens who  
cannot qualify under legal aid categories of their res�
pective states.

That the United States cannot jeopardize its  
moral leadership among the nations of the world by  
ill-considered treatment of its own citizens and peo�
ple dislocated by war.

That this resolution be transmitted to the  
President
Secretary of the Interior  
Director, War Relocation Authority.

Respectfully submitted,

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

By: Saburo Kido
NATIONAL PRESIDENT



A RESOLUTION ON THE RESETTLEMENT OF AMERICANS OF JAPANESE DESCENT

CENTER
EVICTION
METHODS
WITHOUT
PROVIDING
HOUSING
DECRIED

FIVE
POINT
PROGRAM
URGED
AS
ALTERNATIVE

WHEREAS, Relocation of our American citizens and resi-  
- dents of Japanese descent from War Relocation  

Authority centers on a humane and just basis has moti�
vated the interest of the national organization of the  
Japanese American Citizens League; and

The Japanese American Citizens League believes  
the federal government, as the prime mover in the eva cua�
tion, has an inescapable moral and legal responsibility  
toward these evacuees which does not end with the clos�
ing of the centers; and

The Japanese American Citizens League, and in�
formed Americans who are cognizant of the WRA program,  
favor the early resettlement of evacuees wherever they  
elect to go, are, nevertheless deeply disturbed by the  
precipitate means, inflicting demonstrable hardships upon  
evacuees, with which the War Relocation Authority seeks  
to gain this admittedly desirable end; and

Persisting in these methods of compulsory re�
settlement adds further inhumanities and injustices  
upon these evacuees and inevitably aggravates communit y  
tensions in already congested housing areas; n o w  
t h e r e f o r e

BE IT RESOLVED: That we reaffirm the government responsi�
bility toward these federally displaced  

people, who normally maintained unusual records for self-  
dependency, by recommending this FIVE POINT PROGRAM:

(1) That evacuees shall not be evicted from  
the centers until an adequate plan -—  adapted to eac h 
individual or family, including available housing and
means of support --  is devised, according to good social
work methods.

(2) That a center or housing projects close to  
the evacuees* point of origin be employed as an Interim  
Center for those who have not been able to make adequat e 
resettlement plans within the center closing deadline  
dates.

(3) That a Maintenance Center, as close as  
possible to the evacuees* point of origin, be created for  
those 60 years and older; widows and soldiers' wive s with  
children; and others, unemployable and incapacitated ,  
whose return to their original communities would necessi�
tate their becoming public charges.

(4) That special dependency assistance through  
the Social Security Agency be provided for those who are  
relocatable but who require aid to become self-sust aining.
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For the Standing Subcommittee on Immigration and  
Naturalization of the Committee on the Judiciary, House  
of Representatives, United States Congress, March 19,  1947,  
of Mike M. Masaoka, national legislative director of t he 
Japanese American Citizens League Anti-Discrimination Com�
mittee, Inc., P. 0. Box 1628, Washington 13, D. C.

At the outset, I wish to thank the members of this  
Subcommittee on behalf of the organization I represent  
for the courtesy and privilege of appearing before you  
this morning to express our convictions and our concern  
for the various legislative measures now under your con�
sideration.

By way of explaining our interest in these matters,  
may I say that the Anti-Discrimination Committee was inc�
orporated last summer as the legislative agency of the  
Japanese American Citizens League. We have some fifty  
local committees throughout the United States and our r nemb'  
ership is composed of American citizens of Japanese  
ancestry and other Americans of good will.

Since its organization in 1930, the Japanese American  
Citizens League has consistently and constantly end eavored  
to improve the common lot and life of all Japanese in the  
United States as Americans, keeping in mind that the real  
interests of our country are identical with our own gr oup  
interests.

While I am officially representing only American  
citizens of Japanese ancestry this morning, I am mindfu l  
that I am also speaking out for those other American  
citizens and their alien parents who are stigmatized a s 
we are, as being of races "inadmissible to the Unit ed 
States and ineligible to naturalization".

These races now in the United States are revealed by  
the records of the Alien Registration Section of the  
Immigration and Naturalization Service. The number of  
aliens in the "ineligible" category, as of June 30,  1943,  
are as follows:

Afghans ...................  191
Malayans ..................  274
Thailanders . ..............  178
Koreans . ..................   3,521
Japanese . .................  90,928
British Pacific Islanders .. 247
French Pacific Islanders ... 116
Guamians ..................  288
Javanese ........  ........ .  283
Netherland Indians ........  170
Sumatrans . . ............   Ill

TOTAL 96,485

These figures include the Territory of Hawaii and  
other territorial possessions.

All of these, citizens and aliens alike, are more or  
less involved in the legislation now under study.

The specific bills under consideration at the momen t,
I understand, are House Resolutions 245, 674, and 1115,  
introduced by Congressmen Walter H. Judd, George P. M iller,  
and Herman P. Aberharter, respectively.
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Since all of these measures  are designed to el iminat e 
certain inequi t ies in our immigrat ion laws insofar as they 
relate to the deportat ion of « inadmiss ib le” aliens,  among 
whom are those of the categor ies named above, w e  en dorse 
them in pr inciple.

We favor H.R* 245 and H.R. 674, wh ich are ident ical  
because, in addi t ion to those deportable al iens who  wi l l  
be af forded rel ief  by H.R. 1115, they provide for t he 
suspension of' the depor tat ion o f  al iens who made v aluable 
contr ibut ions to our war  effort and loyal ly aided t he 
Uni ted States dur ing World War  II. We are f i rmly  co nvinced 
that these al iens who contr ibuted so much to the wi nn ing  
of the war, whe ther  they fal l  into the «hardship ca tegory” 
or not, are ent i t led to asy lum in the country they served 
so we l l  and at such risks.

Perhaps we are bl inded by our own «pre jud ice” but w e 
bel ieve that some bi l l  incorporat ing the essent ia l  aims 
of the three measures  now under considerat ion shoul d re �
ceive the favorable at tent ion of the Congress if on ly as 
a mat te r  of simple justice and equity.

I t  is our considered judgment, however, that this 
Subcommit tee should consider a more fundamenta l  app roach 
to the s i tuat ion that created the need for this pro posed 
stopgap legislat ion. We respect fu l ly  suggest that t he 
appropr iate time has come when the Congress should repeal 
the last remain ing racial  barr iers against natura l i za t ion 
and immigration.

The enactment of such basic legis la t ion wou ld  not 
only obviate the necessi ty  for such piecemeal remed ies 
as suggested in the bi l ls under present d iscuss ion but 
wou ld  also solve many  more in just ices and inequit ie s.

Such a step is in complete accord w i t h  recent con�
gressional  policy. The Chinese were granted na tura l iza t ion 
and quota pr iv i leges in 1943; the Fi l ip inos and Br i t ish 
Ind ians in 1945. Today, only a few «peop les” remain  in 
the « inadmiss ib le” and « ine l ig ib le” class.

Our  pract ice of des ignat ing certain «races” and 
"peoples” as " in fer ior ” and "undes i rab le” as immigr ants 
and c i t izens is contrary to our commitments under t he 
Uni ted Nat ions  Charter and smacks of the racist doc tr ines 
of Hi t le r  and Tojo, not to ment ion  its repugnance t o the 
pr inc ip les for wh ich so many  Amer ican soldiers of a ll 
nat iona l i t ies  fought and d i e d ? In fact, when Ear l  G . 
Harr ison resigned as Uni ted States Commissioner of Immi �
grat ion and Natura l i za t ion  in 1944, he said that th e only 
country in the world, outside of the Uni ted States,  that 
observes racial  d iscr iminat ion in mat ters  re lat ing to 
natura l iza t ion was  Naz i  Germany. N o w  that^Germany h as 
been e l iminated f rom the picture, this dubious d is t inct ion 

belongs only to us.

Whi le I must  admit in al l  candor that perhaps^there 
are some who w i l l  quest ion the propr iety of repeal i ng 
the Oriental  Exclus ion Act, I submit that we can fin d 
no logical or reasonable basis for denying to the f ew 
thousand resident al iens now legal ly  in the Uni ted States 
the pr iv i lege of becoming a cit izen.

Since the largest group involved is the Japanese, 
may  I comment on their  record as resident aliens. Mo st  
of them have been in the Uni ted States for  more than  a 
quarter  of a century; many for over f i f ty  years. Th ey
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have made signif icant contr ibut ions to every commun i ty 
in wh ich  they have resided, par t icu lar ly  in the f ie ld of 
agricul ture. They  have proved themselves to be law abid�
ing, thrifty, and good cit izens by any standard app l icable 
to any first generat ion imiti grant group.

In the recent war, these ninety  odd thousand Japane se 
residents were c lassi f ied as “enemy a l iens ” —  not b ecause 
they remained al iens by choice, but because they ha d no 
other alternative. These **eiiemy a l iens ” , par t icu l ar ly  those 
on the west coast of thè Uni ted States, were  cal led  upon to 
suffer un iquely  and to sacri f ice as much as any oth er 
minor i ty.  Because of the i r  fa i th in the Amer ican w a y  and 
in the ul t imate fai r  p lay of the Amer ican  people, t hese 
resident Japanese conducted themselves loyally.

They not only aided in the factor ies and the farms 
of our v ic tor ious war  effort, but many  served in th e v i ta l ly  
important counter- intel l igence, map-drawing, in terp retat ion 
and translat ion, and documentat ion sections of our govern�
ment .

Moreover, they urged their  sons and daughters  to 
vo lunteer  for  combat duty w i th  the Amer ican armies in 
Europe and in the Pacif ic .  And, in the words of the  late 
General  Joseph U. Sti lwell,  these Japanese Amer ican  troops 
"bought an awful b ig  hunk of Amer ica w i t h  their  b l o od ” .

Yet, today, f i f ty  'thousand . parents of these gall ant 
soldiers cannot become c i t izens of the country for wh ich  
they and their  chi ldren gave so much.

They are st i l l  branded as "enemy a l i ens ” and we, 
their  American c i t izen children, are forced to suff er 
because of this accident of birth.

Many  bemedaled war  veterans are los ing thei r  lands 
because their  parents who are i n e l i g i b l e  to c i t i zen sh ip” 
bought that land for them years ago.

The Iwamura brothers, fo r  example, both ex-sergeant s, 
one having served in the Paci f ic  in mi l i ta ry  inte l l igence 
and the other  a Purple Heart  ve teran  of the famous 442nd 
Regimental  Combat Team in I taly and Prance, had to buy 
back their  land f rom the State for  ¿29,625. M iss  To moye 
Fujita, an Amer ican ci t izen born in Sanger, Califor nia, 
worked for  the Federal  Communicat ions Commiss ion as  a 
foreign language broadcast translator. Her  bro ther  served 
in the Amer ican Array. The State ”escheated” her  la nds 
because her  " inel igible to c i t i zensh ip ” fa ther  and mother  
had given it to her many  years ago.

And if these al ien land laws in some 12 wes tern  sta tes 
were str ict ly enforced, Amer ican  ci t izens could not  permit  
their  own parents to l ive on the same land w i th  the m.

" Ine l ig ib le” a l iens are excluded by lav; f rom almos t 
one hundred dif ferent f ie lds of employment,  vocatio ns, 
and bus inesses in the several states. iVhile most  of  these 
apply to all aliens, never the less they are permanen t p roh i �
bi t ions to our parents, among others, because they cannot 
remove themselves f rom the al ien c lassi f icat ion thr ough 
natural izat ion.  And in isolated p laces and cases, t he 
prohib i t ions are speci f ica l ly  extended only to " ine l ig ib le ” 
aliens. Unt i l  recently, in Port land, Oregon, no Jap anese 
nat iona l  could receive a bus iness l icense of any ki nd, in 
Cali fornia, no Japanese al ien can engage in commerc ial  
f ish ing —  ”as a conservat ion m e a s u r e ” , the State F i sh



4 — statement

Commission puts it*

Mrs. Nawa  Munemori,  w idowed mother  of  Congressional  
Medal  of Honor  w inner  Pr iva te  First Class Sadao Mune mori,  
cannot receive an old age pens ion f rom her state, e ven 
though the Uni ted States government has awarded her  the 
small pension that all dependents of soldiers k i l le d in 
our c oun t r y ’s service receive. My  own mother, who  ha d f ive 
sons who fought overseas in Europe, w i th  one son k i l led 
and three others receiv ing the Purple Heart  among s ome 
30 odd decorat ions and ribbons, i s n ’t sure that she  can 
lease proper ty  for commerc ia l :or resident ia l  purpos es* 
because even this r ight to barn a l iv ing or to have  a 
home is contested by California.

Most  of our parents  have l ived a long and useful  
life. They have done their  best to br ing us up as c i t izens 
wor thy  of the great her i tage that is A m e r i c a ’s. We ask 
that they, too, be a l lowed to share w i t h  us the pr i celess 
pr iv i lege of Amer ican  cit izenship. For  aside f rom a ll 
other considerations, this c i t izenship w i l l  prove t o them 
that at long last they have been accepted by  the i r  fe l low 
Amer icans as wor thy  of our cit izenship, that they a re not 
only good enough to live in our country and to pay taxes 
but also to be cit izens in our country.

We respect fu l ly  urge, therefore, that this Subcommi t tee 
give serious considerat ion to a bi l l  that proposes to 
remove the last remaining racial  barr iers to natura l iza t ion 
and immigrat ion. Such a bi l l  is H.H. 857 by  Delegat e 
Joseph R. Farr ington of Hawaii .  I have been informe d that 
the Just ice Department  is in complete sympathy w i th  the 
aims of the Farr ington bill, but that they feel tha t the 
resolut ion as present ly  drawn is admin is t ra t ive ly  u nwork �
able. I f  this is the case, we  urge that a proper  b i l l  be 
draf ted immediately, and that this Subcommit tee giv e ser�
ious considerat ion to it in the l ight of the present  cond�
it ions in the Uni ted States and the world.

The enactment of such correct ive leg is la t ion wou ld  
accompl ish that wh ich  is contemplated by  the Judd, Miller, 
and Eberhar te r  bi l ls and much more; it wou ld  also el iminate 
some incongrui t ies in our present  laws and in some proposed 
statutes.

A n  example of the former is the p l ight  of the Japan ese 
wives of Amer ican servicemen. Sven though the Congr ess 
in 1945 passed a Sold ier  Br ides Act, it has been he ld  that 
this Act does not cover those Amer ican soldiers who  were 
unfor tunate enough to fa l l  in love w i t h  and to mar r y  a 
person of Japanese ’’race” , even though that person  is a 
c i t izen of our neighbor, Canada. They cannot br ing the i r  
wives into the Uni ted States w i th  them. Accordingly ,  
pr ivate bi l ls  have had to be introduced for  their  r elief.

As exemplary  instances of proposed leg is la t ion that  
carr ies on this discr iminat ion, there are those bi l ls  
that would permit  the alien parents  of honorab ly  d i scharged 
Amer ican veterans, except those ’’inel ig ib le to na t u ra l i za�
t ion ” , to become ci t izens by tak ing the proper  oath s in 
the appropr iate courts.

Because we feel so strongly on this subject, and 
because we feel that a great major i ty  of Amer icans , ^ inc�
luding many  of our comrades in arms of all na t ional i t ies  
who  fought w i th  us overseas, bel ieve w i t h  us that n a tu ra l i �
zation and immigrat ion pr iv i leges ought to be exten ded 
to all those now denied them, we earnest ly  recommen d that
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this Subcommit tee call for and conduct publ ic hear i ngs 
as soon as your convenience permits.

V»e know that we are not alone in this plea. Recent ly, 
a number  of d is t inguished Amer icans throughout  the nat ion 
organized themselves as the Commit tee for Equal i t y  in 
Natura l iza t ion w i t h  the avowed purpose of a t tempt in g to 
correct this tragic situation.

A  few of the commit tee members are:

Mrs. Wal lace B. Alexander, prominent club woman and  
civic leader, San Francisco, Cali fornia; Roger N. B aldwin, 
director, Amer ican Civi l  L iber t ies Union, N e w  York City;
Dr. Eugene E. Barnett,  general  secretary, Nat iona l  Co unci l  
of the Young M e n ’s Chr is t ian Associat ion, N e w  York City;
Miss Pear l  Buck, author and Far Eastern expert, Per kasie, 
Pennsylvania;  Dr. M i les  Cary, educator, Honolulu, H awaii ;  
Wi l l i am R. Castle, former ambassador to Japan and f ormer 
assistant secretary of state; Dr. Monroe E. Deutsche  provost 
of the Un ivers i ty  of California, Berkeley, Cali forn ia;
Dr. Edwin Smbree, pres ident  of the Jul ius Rosenwald  Fund, 
Chicago, I l l inois; Ear l  M. Finch, businessman, Ha t t ies �
burg, Miss issippi ;  Galen M. Fisher, former YMCA sec retary 
in Japan, Orinda, Cali fornia; Dr. Harry  Emerson Fos dick, 
pastor emeritus, Riverside Church, N e w  York  City; D r.
Frank P. Graham, president of the Univers i ty  of Nor th  
Carolina, Chapel  Hill, Nor th  Carolina; Lester N. Gr anger, 
execut ive secretary, Nat iona l  Urban League, N e w  Yor k City;
Dean Ear l  G. Harrison, former Uni ted States Commiss i oner  
of Immigra t ion and Natural izat ion,  dean of the Scho ol  of 
Law of the Univers i ty  of Pennsylvania, Phi ladelphia , 
P e n n sy l van ia ;

Charles R. Hemenway, businessman, Honolulu, Hawaii; 
Charles E. Hughes, Jr., attorney, Nev; York City; M rs.
Mar y  Ingraham, president  of the Nat ional  Board, You ng 
W o m e n ’s Chr is t ian Associat ion;  Dr. Rufus M. Jones, chai r �
man, Amer ican Fr iends Serv ice Committee, Phi ladelph ia,  
Pennsylvania;  Robert  Kenny, former At torney General  of 
Cali fornia, Los Angeles, Cali fornia; Mrs. Ruth King man, 
president, Ca l i forn ia  Counci l  for Civic Unity, Oakl and, 
Cali fornia; Rt. Rev. Ar thu r  Kinsolving, chairman, N at iona l  
Commit tee on Chr is t ian Education, Phoenix, Ar izona;  Benjamin 
Kizer, v ice-chairman, Ins t i tu te  of Paci f ic  Relat ion s,
Spokane, Washington; Read Lewis, director, Common C ounci l  
for Amer ican Unity, Nev/ York City; Al f red J. Lundb erg, 
ret i red church leader, Oakland, Cali fornia; Earnest  B. 
MacNaughton, banker, Portland, Oregon;

John J. McCloy, former assistant secretary of war,
Nev/ York  City; Mrs. Bur ton  W. Musser, former Uni te d states 
delegate to the Pan Amer ican  Conferences, Sal t  Lake  City,
Utah; Dr. John Nason, president, Sva&hmore College,  Swarthmore 
Pennsylvania;  B ishop Edwin O ’Hara, Kansas City, Mis sour i ;
Dr. James G. Patton, president, Nat iona l  Farmers Un ion,
Denver, Colorado; James L. Paxton, businessman, Oma ha, 
Nebraska; Dr. Clarence C. Pickett, secretary, Amer i can 
Fr iends Serv ice Committee, Phi ladelphia,  Pennsylvan ia;
Jacob Potofsky, president, Amalgamated Cloth ing ’Wo rkers 
Union, Nev/ York City; A. Phi l ip  Randolph, r.-iCP and 
president, Brotherhood of S leep ing  Car Porters, N ow  York 
City; Rabbi  I rv ing Reichert, San Francisco, Cali for nia;
Bishop C. Roifsnider, Pasadena, Cal i fornia; Mrs. E le anor  
Jioosevelt, Hyde Park, N e w  York; Wal ter  Rsuther, pr esident, 
Un i ted  Auto Workers Union, Detroit, Michigan; Wi l l  Rogers,
Jr., newspaper  publ isher, Hol lywood, Cal i fornia; Jo seph Scott,
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attorney, Los Angeles, Cal i fornia; Lumen Shafer, ch aiiman, 
Foreign Miss ions Conference of Nor th  America, N e w  Y ork 
City; •

Dr, Jesse F. Steiner, author and Far Eas tern  expert, 
Univers i ty  of Washington, Seattle, Washington; Mrs,  Joseph 
W. Stilv/ell, Monterey, Cal i fornia; Dr. Char les P. Taft, 
president, Federal  Counci l  of Churches of Christ, C incinnat i  
Ohio; Wi l lard S. Townsend, businessman, Chicago, I l l inois;  
Bishop Henry St. George Tucker, presid ing bishop of ^the 
Ep iscopal  Church in Nor th  America, Richmond, Virgin ia;
Dr. Henry  P i tney Van  Dusen, president, Un ion Theolo gical  
Seminary, N e w  York City; Richard J. Walsh, publishe r, 
president, East and West  Associat ion, N e w  York City ; and 
Dr. Ray Lyman Y/ilbur, president  emeritus, Stanford Unive r-^ 
sity, former Secretary  of the Interior, Stanford, C al i forn ia

It is in terest ing in this connect ion to note that 
the Nat iona l  Opinion Research Center  of the Un ivers i ty  of 
Denver  in their  Report  No. 33 pointed out that last  year a 
publ ic  opinion pol l  of the people in the Uni ted Sta tes 
showed that twice as many of those quest ioned thoug ht 
that the Japanese in this country who  are not ci t iz ens 
should be granted this pr iv i lege as those v/ho did not, 
w i t h  ten per cent undecided.

In  the name of the soldier dead of all na t iona l i t ie s  
who died that we  might have an opportuni ty to fashi on a 
better Amer ica  and a greater wor ld  of peace, justic e, 
and equal i ty for all, we  urge the immediate removal  of 
the racial  bars in our federal  natura l iza t ion and i mmigra�
t ion laws as a small yet s ignif icant step in the ri ght 
direct ion. In  the name of our loyal parents  who hav e 
demonstrated through the years  every qual i f icat ion of 
exemplary  Americanism, we pet i t ion  th is Subcommit tee  to 
ini t iate now the necessary  act ion to grant them the ir  
last remain ing desire: c i t izenship in the country o f 
thei r  adopt ion and of the i r  c h i l d r e n s  birth.
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Southern California Regional Office  
�	� East First Street  

Los Angeles 12  
MAdison 6-M*71

RE: HR 199, Equality in
Naturalization and Immigration

On March 1, 19^9> the House of Representatives passed by an overwhelming voice  
^ote HR 199> Equality in Naturalization and Immigration. This bill will open up  
the naturalization procedures to those who are now ineligible because of th eir  
racial background. The following are excerpts from the speeches made by  
California Congressmen on the floor of the House of Representatives in support  
of this bill. The statement made by Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. of New  York  
regarding the atmosphere of the House was so remarkable that it is also included  
here.

Mr. POWELL. Mr. Chairman, to rise in the midst of this atmos phere and propose  
an amendment does not sit well on my conscience, because, frankly , I have never  
seen suoh a fine atmosphere of good will and brotherhood in terms of rac e rela�
tions since I have been in Congress, and I want to compliment everyo ne. I was  
just saying to one of my colleagues that 20 years ago a  bill like this introduced  
in this body would have torn these seats up. I want to congr atulate everyone  
for his wholehearted endorsement of this excellent bill.

Mr. Leroy JOHNSON, Stockton. Mr. Chairman, I want to say  a few words on behalf  
of this bill. We have had a long history of irritation and conflict with oriental  
peoples in California which I believe this bill w^ll solve. As the gentleman  
from Minnesota (Mr. Judd) mentioned a short t'toe ago we first had  it during the  
gold rush days and during the railroad construction days in the sixties and seven�
ties. It finally culminated in ����, I believe, when Mr. Geary, a Member of  
Congress from the first district authorized the anti-Chinese legis lation which  
was passed. Later on we had the Japanese problem They were coming to California  
in great numbers prior to the First World War. We were fearful that  because of  
their rapid increase in population, they would overwhelm the white race . I am  
frank to say that I was one of those who had that fear. In 1920 I ‘ was a member  
of the delegation from California which went to the national convention of the  
American Legion. The delegation was instrumental in having a resolution passed  
by the national convention of the American Legion providing that in the future  
no more immigrants should be allowed from those countries whose national s were not  
eligible to become citizens. Later the 192^ immigration act was passed which ex�
cluded orientals from citizenship. But curiously time and evolution have solve d 
the problem that worried us, which was based on the Japanese birth rate. In 1920  
we projected the birthrate of Japanese forward about 50 years, and thought that  
in that period, due to their large families they would equal t he white population.  
The result that followed, as far as the American-born Japanese, was th e Japanese  
became thoroughly Americanized. The best proof of it was that they began to have  
small families with one, two or three children just like the wh ite Americans.
Ac they were educated and lifted their standards of living, they became more  
American in every way. Their birthrate decreased. For instance, Paul Scharren*  
berg, a great labor leader in California, advocated that they be given a quota  
and that we recognize that they were people who were worthy of becoming Americans  
and that they had the capacity of becoming thoroughly Americanized in every way.

With the small quota provided in this bill we need have no fear that any of the  
group involved will flood our country. We will have to admit, I thi nk, that this  
is a one-way street.

There are no Americans who want to migrate to Japan or to the islands of the  
Pacific, but those people will want to migrate to our country where they wil l have  
better opportunities for a broader and freer life.

We are trying to build good will around the world. I say to you that you cann ot  
do it by picking out certain races because of their color, nati onality, or other  
reasons and barring them from the privileges that we accord to other peoples  
throughout the world. That is the merit of this legislation. By this l egisla�
tion we are recognizing that this group of people are human beings  just aa we are.  
They are human beings just like the Germans, the Italians, the Sc andinavians and  
the Irish who came to America and who have had a big part in making America what  
it is. If we accord this new group equal treatment, we hope that we will plant  
the seeds of friendship and the seeds of good will which will help us to build  
this world into a peaceful world. That is the all-important problem before our



� 2�

country, namely, to find some way to get stability in th e world. We want to find  
some way to get peace in the world, and this is one step in that direction. That is  
why I favor this legislation. This step "by us will give hope and happ iness to many  

people in all parts of the world.

Mr. Chet HOLIFIELD, Los Angelos. Mr. Chairman, I rise in su pport of HP 199. I "be* '  
lieve that this bill is a worthy one, and that its passage is  long overdue. It  
seems to me that it is a matter of basic justice that we giv e to the permanent alien  
residents of the United States the right to become naturalized citizen s. I am also  
in agreement with the principle that immigration quotas should be establ ished for the  
people now excluded in the Asian and Pacific areas.

This bill will make it possible for the fathers, mothers, and other re latives of boys  
who served in the American armed forces in the recent World War II, to become  Ameri-  
can citizens. In my particular district, the largest racial group which  will be  
affected will be those of Japanese ancestry. There are, at thi3 tim e, living in my  
district many of the Japanese-American veterans who won undying fame in the famous  
Uh2nd Pcgiment. There are also buried in the cemeteries of my district  many of the  
Japanese American soldiers who gave their lives in defense of our c ountry.

Surely these boys have demonstrated their loyalty to the Government of the Unite d 
States. Surely it is a matter of plain justice that their relativ es be allowed to  
put on the cloak of citizenship of the country for which their s ons fought and died.

I am personally acquainted with many of the Japanese Americano who live in my dis�
trict and I want especially to mention the East Los Angelos Chapter of the Japa nese  
American Citizens League. I have met with these young people and have discussed  
their problems with them. I know that they are worthy citizens of our great country.  
Their loyalty and their ability to contribute in the years to come wi ll aid greatly  
in carrying out the principles of cur democracy. I am proud  to have them as;6onsti»  
tuents of the lQth Congressional District of California and I am proud to stand on 
the floor today and ask my colleagues to vote for HP 199 which allows their rela�
tives now residing in the United States to become naturalized citizens and esta�
blishes immigration quotas for other individuals from the  land of their racial  

origin.

The number of people affected in my district probably would not amount to over three  
or four hundred. There might be 500 in my congressional district. So th ey are not  
a great political factor in any election in my district. I do n ot come here to  
plead their cause from that standpoint. I plead thier cause because I think that a  
principle of real democracy is involved in this question.

Historically, the people of the State of California have shown a great antipath y  
toward the Japanese people. A great deal of this antipathy goes back to  the early  
gold-rush days and more recently it was caused by their economic competiti on in-the  
field of vegetable, fruit, and flower growing. Farm organ izations and farmer groups  
were against the Japanese people because they could outproduce and outco mpete in the  
field of agricultural production. But after the war was over and the Japanese Ameri�
can people in California proved their loyalty to the country, that  feeling began to  
die down. Now there are only just a few individuals her e and there, and one or two  
rock-ribbed reactionary groups that are against this particular bill. O ur great  
Los An&oles Chamber of Commerce is in favor of this particular bill with the limits  

of the committee amendments.

Mr. George MILLED, Alameda. Mr. Chairman, this is a good bi ll. This bill knoqkk in  
the head the theory of superior races. This bill is opposed to t he theory advanced  
by Hitler’s Germany and the war lords of Japan and accepts t he American theory of  
equality. It puts into effect the Christian principle of the di gnity of man.. Man  
was made in the likeness of his Maker, and the Christian theory does not te ach that  
the pigments in a man’s skin or his racial origin are a basis  of judgment.

This is a good bill. It is a bill that will make for better understanding and peace,  
a better understanding of the peoples of the great Pacific Basin, whose go od will we  
must cultivate and have. We on the Pacific coast know these peopl e. We know the  
Japanese particularly. We are proud of their service to this  country during the war.  
They were given the acid test and were not found wanting. I think the be st evidence  
of that was established last year when the Board of Supervisors of t he City of San  
Francisco passed a memorial urging the adoption of the predecessor of this bill.
An editorial later appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle, one of the oldest and  
foremost papers on the Pacific coast,urging the adoption of this bill.

I think this marks a new era in legislation of this type and charac ter. That era  
commenced with the passage of the bill that set up the token Chinese quota. It was  
enhanced by the passage of the bill that set up the token quota fo r the East Indian



people. We now complete i t  by removing immigration restrictions on the people of 
the P acific triangle. This is a b i l l  that, i f  enacted into lav, wi 11 bring great 
good to this country jn the future.

Mr. Gordon MCDONOUGH, Hollywood. Mr. Chairman, I  vish to cal l  attention to the fact 
that i f  there is an area in the United States that vould be opposed to this type of 
législation, vhere i t  affects Chinese and Japanese, i t  might be the State of C alif�
ornia. But on the contrary, i t  is just the reverse there.

I  have resolutions from the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors, which endorsed 
the b i l l  when i t  was before the committee a year ago, who reassert their same feel �
ing about i t  at th is time, and recommend that this b i l l  be passed.

Similar resolutions have been passed by the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, which 
represents the business interests of the community, endorsing the b i l l , and endorsing 
i t ‘in the bel ief that under the present restr ictions, Japanese who are not p riv i�
leged to become citizens of the United States, are working under a very severe handi�
cap and that this legislation would relieve that situation.

I  just wanted to impress that on the committee, from an area)of the United States 
which fel t the impact of Pearl Harbor perhaps more than any other section of the 
United States. Where we had to resort to reallocation of some 36,000 families of 
Japanese origin into relocation camps and then out of those camps, manyof these boys 
born in the United States, born of Japanese alien parents, entered the United States 
armed services and came out of the war with fine records and have now returned to 
their homes and are seeking to relieve their parents of the embarrassment of denial 
of citizenship, which this b i l l  would provide.

The fact that these people are racial ly  ineligible for citizenship automatically 
denies them many provileges. In C alifornia these aliens are barred from such occu�
pations as law, real estate, insurance, teaching in public schools and civ i l  service. 
They cannot become d ictors, dentists, public accountants, pharmacists or registered 
nurses. The most controversial of these restrictions are those of the California 
A lien Land Law that prevents these aliens from owning or leasing real property.
This law was d i ff icu lt to enforc© and has been the center of much controversy. On 
January 19> 19̂ )8 the United States Supreme Court rendered a decision involving one 
of these land cases))Oyama against State of C alifornia))that has made i t  v irtually 
impossible to enforce legally str i ct compliance with the California land law. The 
attorney general of C alifornia has announced that as a resu lt of this decision, 
the State w ill not proceed with other similar cases. In the Oyama case the alien / 
Japanese provided the money, but his citizen son took t i t l e  to the land. However, 
C aliforn ia  ̂ attorney general has stated that the decision of some of the Supreme 
Court Ju stices was such that he doubts the wisdom of prosecuting cases even i f  t i t l e 
were taken by a stranger on behalf of the alien.

This development naturally minimizes the practical effect this proposed b i l l  would 
have in relation to our alien land laws. Representatives of a large local t i t l e 
company concur in th is view.

In conclusion i t  appears that this b i l l  as i t  relates to the aliens now in this 
country would not have any serious effects on our community



DECLARATION OF EVACUATION LOSSES FILED WITH THE LE#AL RIGHTS  
------------------ ¿¿FENSE "dOtoi^l! 0^ THE JAPANESE! AMERICAN CITIZENS LEA CUE

1.

X, . ............. . ........ ..., A m  e r 1 o a n
A m e r i c a n  R e s i d e n t  o f  J a p  

PRESENT MAILIN# ADDRESS:

o i  t i � e n .... � �

a n e s e ancestry/ /

(hereby register this declaration of losses resulti ng from evacuation un-)  
(der Executive Order 9066, dated Feb. 19, 1942. This statement is com- )  
(piled to the best of my recollection and knowledge and  is subject to )  
(revision. This loss compilation is directly attrib utable to Executive )  
(Order 9066 and not by reason of war, military serv ice or business condi-)  
(tions. Evacuation, based on ancestral origin, caused un duly dispropor- )  
(tionate property damages, as compared to the normal wa rtime experience )  
(of the unevacuated population.__________________________________________)

PRESENT OCCUPATION:
A#E: BIRTHDATE: BIRTHPLACE:
MY DEPENDENTS N a m e  Relationship Male Female Age Remarks

ARE: 1 ........... . ............. . ........................ . .....
2 ............................... . .............. . .... .  . .............
3. i ..... . ............... ........ . ..................... . .... .
4 .......... ..................... . ..... i ........ . ........... .
6 ............................ . ........................................

6. PRE-EVACUATION OCCUPATION OR BUSINESS:
6. M HOME OR FARM ADDRESS:
7. « BUSINESS ADDRESS:
8. NUMBER OF YEARS ESTABLISHED IN ABOVE LIVELIHOOD: IN ABOVE LO CATION:
9. ESTIMATED PRESENT ANNUAL INCOME f _______  , as of date _______________

(Note: If return is recent, estimate the average In come received )  
( for the actual period since return and project it for a year.)

10. COMMENTS ON PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE IMPROVEMENT IN EARNIN# POWER WITHOUT
ASSISTANCE:................. ..... ............................. . ...... . ..

Soon: __________________ __  Eventually: None:
11. MASKED DETIRIORS ï XÜ1 IS HEALTH DIRECTLY  

OR IMMEDIATE FAMILY: Yes No
r ë s ü EFï M  F r o m  é v a c u a t i o n  o f  sel f
Medical Attention $

Comments; ,«,

12. ESTIMATE OF 1936 i ; 1937 f : 1938 1 _
ANNUAL INCOME: 1939 $ ; 1940 1 ; 1941 #_ ... . .

(Compiled from Income Tax records /7>  Sales Tax Records �  /, or other)  
(documents /~7. Calculated to the beet of my reoollectio n with the )  
(aid of family members ��	 � )

13. AMOUNT OF PARTIAL SUBSISTENCE #AINED FROM FARM, BUSINESS OR  EMPLOYMENT:
1936 # _________ ; 1937 I __________ ; 1938 $
1939 $ _________ ; 1940 $ __________ ; 1941 �

I n  F a r m l n g  A t  E v & c u a t i o n T i m e :
14. CROP VALUE f SÓLD FOR f DA#É LOSS $
li. FARM WORTH § SOLD FOE i DATE LOSS $
16. HOME WORTH $ SOLD FOR 1 DATE LOSS §
17. EQUIPMENT f SOLD FOR $ DATE LOSS §

C a l c u l a t i o n  o f  L o s s  I n  L e a s i n g :
18. FARM RENTAL WORTH $ LEASED AT $ ANNUAL LOSS I
19. HOME RENTAL WORTH I LEASED AT $ ANNUAL LOSS f
20. EQUIPMENT * ■  # LEASED AT # ___________  ANNUAL LOSS | ______

T o t a l  N u m b e r  o f  A c r e s  O p  e r a t i o n :
Crop Acreage Market Value Crop Acreage Market Value

���� ������������������������������������������� ����������������������������������
��55555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555� 5555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555555

23. ........................... -------  - ---- - ------- - ------ - --- ...
24. ORCHARD NE&LECT: Years needed to return to norm alcy ____ Yearly Loss # __
25. iREENHOUSE, COOPS, EQUIPMENT DETERIORATION: Repairs require § _________
�� . REESTABLISHMENT IN OPERATION TO FORMER CONDITION REQUIRES §_________
27. Comment:
28. FURNITURE, HOUSEHOLD EFFECTS WORTH $________ SOLD FOR #________ LOSS $__

Present replacement cost $ ____
29. HOUSE WORTH I SOLF F'SITf DATE LOSS |
30. HOUSE RENTAL TORTH | R E N f l F f o T T *  FROM TO

LOSS $__________



31.
32.
33.
34.  
33.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

42.
43.
44.  
4§.
46.
47.

48.
49.
»0.
11.
12.

§3.
64.
66.
66.
67.
68. 
*9. 
60.  
61.  
62.
63.
64.  
����
66�
67.
���
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.  
76.
76.
77.

78

79

80

I n B u s i n e s s
T0ÏÀL VALUE OF BUSINESS  

SOLD POR t
FIXTURES, EQIUIPMENT « __

A t  E ▼  a o u a t 1 o n  
; W - L u d i m » lili À à s Ë i O T

T 1 m e

DATE

INVENTORY VALUE �  ■
#0IN» VALUE, ftOOD TILL WORTH $  

Total Number of Workers  
REAL PROPERTY WORTH $

L083
ä ö D P Tm  4___

3ÜE15 FOR $
ÔAÏE

S5ÎE 
soif T o r  $

l o s s  $
����� 	
l o s s

Annual Volume of Business  
SUED FOR $ DATE____ LOSS

COSTS OF LIQUIDATING BUSINESS» FIXTURES, INVENTOfCÊ. . . . .....
COSTS OF NEGOTIATING NEW ARRANGEMENTS, ATTORNEY S FEES..... ?̂naci<
STORAGE CHARGES, CUSTODIAN1S FEES...... .........•*;*:** .... : ™ S

Time spent in liquidating assets and business details... . . l o s s  
Calculât ion of Loss Ilf Leasing or Absentee Managements

ESTIMATED AMOUNT LOST 1942 | ---  lSiS i -------- -
BY MILITARY EXCLUSION 1944 4 _  " 4 »  * --------- -
In Service Business or Profession, Earning Power Was Stopped:  Yes  

Clientele Has Been Lost By Evacuation: Y e s _ N o  
Number of Years In Building Client el e ^ _ ~ A n n u&l

Equipment, Tools WORTH # _________ _SUBTF0R |---
LOSS I

No

Income Loss  
DATE

* ♦ ♦ eTOTAL COST OF EVACUATING MY FAMILY 
Cost of medical inoculations.
Grating, drayage, freight charges. . ............. •
Total warehousing charges.. .... • .......... .
Special purchases of trunks, suitcases,

trailer, outdoor clothes, shoes, etc ..... • • • ♦
Purchase of car or truck for voluntary evacuation

Motoring expenses to destination. .... ....... .
Bus. rail fares and other expenses. . ............. ..... *•*

TOTAL COSTS OF LIVING IN THE RELOCATION CENTER. . . ■ . . .... ...
Purchases made to furnish barracks.
Clothes bought, clothing allowance received. .... .  •
Shoes brought, shoe allowance received. . .................
Foodstuffs bought to supplement mess fare.......... ...*•••*
Books, medications, recreational equipment, notions bo ught.
Wog:e allowance received for center work.... . .............

TOTAL COST OF RESETTLEMENT FROM A RELOCATION CENTER. *•••••■ •••
Travel grant received or personal funds ejp ended.
Subsistence allowance received or personal funds ......
Gost of Personal Effects Bought*.......... .... * * * * * *******
Cost of Furnishings Purchased ......... | ....... * ............
Costs involved in starting in business, occupation.  ... ---
Costs of idleness while seeking employment, opportu nities..

TOTAL COSTS OF RETURN TO THE WEST COAST........ .........
Travel erant received or transportation costs........... .
Costs of idleness While seeking housing, job.. ......
Costs of renovating, repairs..... * .............. * ......... .
Costs of reestablishment. ...... .................. ********* A
Costs in buying a house.... ...... 11*  ............... ' «

Of personal, real and tangible property resulting f rom evacuation.  
(Not includlnff normal depreciation, wear and tear)

ESTIMATED LOSSES DUE TO MISMANAGEMENT, REMOTE CONTROL, FALSIFIED  
REPORTS, FORCED SALES, FRAUDS, MISREPRESENTATION.............  I—

COSTS OF PROPERTY INSPECTION � BUSINESS TRIPS during the period of
Military Exclusion, including roundtrip expenses, escort costs.| ------

ANY OTHER EXPENSES INCURRED AS A RESULT OF EVACUATION not covered
above. Detail sheets, schedules, comments may be attac hed. § .. —

j .......... . ___ _____ _do hereby solemnly swear (or affirm)
that the answers to the foregoing questions are as a e r a t e
lection and knowledge make possible. This statement is  mi ’
poses of an evacuation loss survey and is not a claim  for compensation.

DATE: SIGNED:

WITNESS:
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>y*-*~. æUji ^ _ _ P  a î,!,,̂  ) C v - i  < / < — --   ̂ . , __

“ V ' X  /¿--ay*-*— , H < « 4. » £ ' / C A I A - ? _ _

Ü K 33M M Í  P . ‘ V Í ¡ ^  y * A * r W ^ . . L

* ^ W  • V U * " ^ ?  T ^ " &  Cl ~-J <XÂ ~  £ ^ - K y V A .  ^  _ ^
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.V Presented to New York Conference on Japanese American Resettlement  
�� � � �� �� ��� � 	 � � � � � � � �

��NATIONAL PROéRAÍ 0# REÓONVÉr Í i ON AND REHABILITATION FOR
��������� ���������

�  r e a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  e x e c u t i v e  o rd e r  906 s :
A continuing federal agency Is needed toadminister terminal pr ob-  
lems resulting from people displaced by federal decision* Among  
considerations are:

a) No evictions from present public housing until other dwell�
ings are made available*

b) Family housing at public housing projects for returnees, now
living in emergency hostels or cramped with friends, on  
the basis of their being distressed war dislócateos.

c) An assistance fund to provide for aged persons who can not
qualify for categorical aid in their respective states  
because of alien status, and for other evacuees incap�
able of self-support,

d) Individual processing, re-training and placement for those
finding adjustment to self-support difficult,

e) Future releases of factual information to counteract the
stigma and discriminations engendered against the en�
tire population of American citizens and residents of  
Japanese descent by the operation of Executive Order  
No ,9066.

f) Reestablishment assistance for potentially self-sustaining
returnee s•

g) Amelioration of hardship cases: FOR INSTANCE, Oct, 30, 1 94®:  
KEPÓRT OF SCOTTY H. fSUCHUA, REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE JACL

L o s  A n g e l  e s , G a 1.
“In the case of Mr, Watanabe, 86 years old, and Mrs.  Wata�

nabe, 84 years old, blind, deaf and body half paralyzed, M r.  
Watanabe begged that his wife not be put in the hospital be�
cause she cannot speak the English language. Re is fearful ,  
should they be separated now, his wife's condition would onl y  
grow worse and she would pass away within a short time from  
loneliness, (Watanabe hot being a hospital case would not  
be able to stay with his wife.)

“Mr. Watanabe *s one and only wish is for a small place  
where the bedroom, latrine and bathroom are under one roof.

“He told us, he does not wish to go to the Trailer camp  
because going the re ...the latrine and bath house is outside  
and community shared. There he would not be allowed to carry  
hi s wife into the Men * s latrine and bath hou se, nor would he  
be allowed in the Women1 s section. He said that, at lea st, at  
Lomita being among Japanese people and their knowing his problem,  
he can go in and out of the Men and Women*s section withou t un�
easiness.' j �� ����

“Also, there are three t^j^narrow steps at the only  en�
trance of the Trailer, The phSr is narrow, which would make  
it very difficult and dangerous for Mr. Watanabe to ca rry his  
wife through the door and attempt the narrow steps. The la�
trine and bath house also have steps as the Trailers are all  
elevated off the ground.

“Mrs. Fuji!, 64 years old. Arthritis has deformed the fi n-  
, Sers of both her hands as well as toes and feet. She has no  

power of moving and Cannot put her shoes on herself or dres s 
herself. Mr. Fuji! has to go with her to the latrine, h elp  
her remove the crutches from under her arm and has to seat h er  
on the toilet and then has to help her get up. They refus ed 
the trailer on the same basis as Mr. Watanabe.

“Mr. Fuji! said his wife could not pass through the nar�
row door of the Trailer on crutches and by no means can she  
descend or ascend the narrow steps on crutches; she has a dif�
ficult enough time to walk on level ground...

“|b® rainy weather is here now and we are having two days  of it  
We had a call from the Air Strip in Lomita this morning in re�
gards to the unsanitary condition everyone is confronted with  
there. There are only three latrine units to serve t he 600  
in the Lomita Air Strip. There are 6 toilets and 6 laundr y  
tubs to one unit. No disinfectants are provided for the la—
<rln«8. Tne launory tubs are used by tue people to wasu elotiaes.



■i j wash dishes, baby bottles, baby chambers, bathe ba bies, etc., as  
no other facilities are provided for this need. Three latrine  
units are not adequate to serve 600 people ana tney wante d us to  
do sometning about itI *

REPORT OF JOE GRANT MASAOKA, KEG-IONAb REPRESENTATIVE, J A C L  
S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  C a l *  Nov. 2, 1946.

“Aged, incapacitated, unemployable ana indigent retu rnees  
receiving county welfare rind tneir $33.86 (female) and $51.85  
(male) dependency allowances insufficient to cover tneir montnly  
expenses of $43 for board ana rent. The same deficiency pl agues  
indigent nostel residents. Private cooking is prohibited in both  
project and hostel. QUESTION; How can tne $8 montnly sh ortage  
be made up?

“Freight shipments 3,000 miles away are made cost-f ree but  
deliveries within a 26 mile radius are chargeable to tne evacue e.
Tnis drayage of property witnin a 26 mile area of rail head or  
warehouse is assumed by the WRA only if a pauper s oath is signed.

«WRA warehouses are scheduled to close around April 1, 194 6.  
Evacuee property must be accepted before this date, although it  
is expected many evacuees will still have to be living in cramped  
quarters where storage space is impossible.

“Big family fathers of 8, 9, 10, and li find themselves faced  
with a daily food bill of $1 per head while in the housing project s  
or hostels. As farmers they made ends meet, but as wa ge earners  
and common laborers, how can their paychecks cover enough for food,  
rent, clothing, and the numerous incidentals?

* • *

2. SUPREME COURT CONSTITUTIONALITY OF LAND SEIZURES UNDER ALIEN LAND LAW  
TO BE TESTED

a) It is based upon race discrimination. Japanese Americans  
are the only group appreciably affected,  

bj Denies tne equal protection of laws (14th Amendment) to «  
Japanese Americans, since it is Nisei lands which ar e 
under escheat proceedings, made possible by the Calif�
ornia Alien Land Law.

c) It imputes unfair presumptions of bad faith in tne acquire�
ment of real estate.

d) Establishment of a stature of limitations is called for.

3. SEEK UNBIASED ISSUANCES OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSES
a) Constitutional rights or citizens and foreign born, wh o are

legally restricted from gaining naturalization, should  
be upheld.

b) Denials due to national orjSKHblace an undue hardship on
dependents wno are AmeriBHHSifizens.

4. RACE RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS STUNT jHf^ANIZATION IDEALS
a) T.ftgfli housing segregations unlawful combination  in

restraint of American documentary principles,  
bj Minority members are kept from attaining homes in keeping  

with aspirations and personal standards.

6* RE-DETERMINATION OF EVACUATION CONSTITUTIONALITY BY SUPREME COURT
a) Free men are faced with an unprecedented power, placed in

the hands of the military, which can be wielded in a  
threatening fashion against the civil liberties of other  
groups.

b) Now freed from the constraint of military urgency, the
Supreme Court ought to be given the opportunity to re�
verse its “legalization of racism,“ particularly in  
view of the war record of Japanese American and the tac�
tical potentialities or atomic bomb offense.

e) Just as the commanders of Pearl Harbor are subject to c ourt
martial for tneir military shortcomings, Gen. John L. De-  
Witt Should be cross-examined for his “race theory“ de�
cision. Left unchallenged, it poses under tne guise of  
military authority similar inhumanity to other groups.



��	 COMPENSATION FOR LOSSES SUFFERED BY REASON OF EVACUATION
aj Disproportionate financial damages, as compared to other  

civilian war losses, were inflicted upon evacuees by  
Executive Order No. 9066. Subsequent confinement to  
centers stopped tnelr further earning power.

b) A bi-partisan congressional committee to study losses
occasioned by Executive Order 9066 would be advisable  
in view of tne needy situation of evacuees.

c) Congressional passage or a special act would enable resti�
tution and indemnification in the Court of Claims.

d) Tne carrying out of Executive Order No. 9066 was a posit ive
order directed against members of one race, penalizing  
tnem solely on tne basis or ancestral origin. Expropri�
ation and common thievery or their properties resulted.

7. PISGKIMINATOKI CASUAhli INSURANCE KATES SHOULD BE ABOLISHED
a) Alleged higher risks should be disproved through hearings

held by legislative Interim Committees and tne state  
Insurance Commissioner.

b) Japanese .Americans pay premium surcharge® from 50$ to
300$, or are faced with refusals for public liability  
and property damage.

b. NISEI ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER IN VETERANS ADMINISTRATION DESIRABLE
a) Possible barriers to full enjoyment of the GI Bill or  Rights

and Benefits by Nisei soldiers can be cleared more readily  
by a Japanese American administrative officer.

b) Problems of Nisei 01*s are further complicated by the dislo�
cation of tneir families by evacuation.

9. WORKMEN * S UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE SHOULD BE SQUfrRT
a) Workers unemployed by the circumstance of the Pacific war re�

ceived unemployment compensation until they were placed In  
relocation centers when payments ceased. The interrupt!!  
benefits should be continued for the period set by law.

10. RE-INSTATEMENT OF NISEI CIVIL SERVICE WORKERS SHOULD BE FACILITA TED

11. NON-RECOONITIQN OF CABLE ACT SHOULD BE REVERSED
a) federal leg!si at ion permitting Nisei women married to Issei to  

retain their citizenship has been over-ruled by a state  
court on the basis of alleged dual citizenship.

12. NAVY ENLISTMENT PROHIBITION TO NISEI SHOULD BE RETRACTED

13. FEDERAL, STATE, MUNICIPAL FEPC SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED

V S *

P o r  A M E R I C A N  R E S  I DVE N S O P  J A P A N E S E
A N 0 E S T R.V

1. CITIZENSHIP THRU NATURALIZATION FOR ISSEI SHOULD BE SECURED
— a] Witii an act. establlsning Cnlnese eligibility t o cltlzenatiip,

and a Filipino and East Indian's enabling act pending, A merl-  
can residents of Japanese descent should be considered  
under an "accepting11 legislative bill for naturalization. g

2. DEPORTATION OF ALIENS SHOULD BE SUBJECT TO JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS
a) Japanese nationals who are detained should have their de-  

. portation reviewed under judicial proceedings where
legal evidence, rather than supposition and allegation,  
can control the determination. Many such aliens have  
sons in the United States Army.1

b) International merchants sho are Japanese aliens engag ed in
trade with Jspan become subject to deportation orders.  
Deprivation of the family head and chief support works an  
especial hardship upon dependents who are American citi�
zens.

3. REPARATIONS COMMISSION SEIZURES OF PROPERTY SHOULD BE LEG-ALLY
DETERMINED “ 7 i “

”~a5 Issei, inadmissable to citizenship, have had th eir properties  
subject to the Jurisdiction of Federal Reserve Blocked
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Accounts and the Alien Property Custodian. As long-time  
residents of tneir adopted country, any confiscation  
of tneir properties by the Allied Reparations Commission  
should be on tne basis of tneir essential allegiance, as  
determined by judicial procedure. Not only the Issei  
but his children and dependents who are American citizens  
are affected. The sanctity of any impairment to tne self  
respect of those with American Citizenship must be exam ined  

, closely.

4. FISH AND CAME CODE ISSRI RESTRICTIONS ARE DISCRIMINATORY
a) fhe California state legislature revised its state fish  

and game codes to prohibit aliens of Japanese descent  
from engaging in commercial or sport fishing. Not only  
does it keep life-long Issei fishermen from engaging In  
the only livelihood they know but Nisei fishermen can�
not go to sea so long as the Issei boat-owners are  
barred.

5. REVOCATION OF CONTRABAND PROHIBITIONS IS TIMELY
~aj Refusing release of radios, flashlights, knives, bows an d 

arrows, swords and cameras to Issei seems illogical  
when Nisei can have and operate such articles in the  
same home as their Issei parents. Wartime security  
measures become senseléss when they are needlessly  
prolonged.

6; REMOVAL OF TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS JUSTIFIABLE BY CESSATION OF WAR  
a) Confining aliens of Japanese descent on a mass basis, even  

though individually their sons may have set a brilliant  
war record, is no longer justifiable. Issei are still  
permitted to move about only within a five-mile radius S  
of their home.
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One of the major plana made at the "Leaders* Advance" In 

J uly was carried out on August 8 when Fred Fertig was en�
gaged aa full�time executive secretary of the Los Angeles 
JAOL Chapter* His desk ia in the Begional Office*

In announcing Fertig'a appointment* the cabinet and com�
mittee heads said they believed their ohoioe was a wise 
one because of Fertig'a years of background in sociologi� 
oal work with J apanese and other racial groups* His wide 
range of oontaots with civic organizations as well as in� 
ter�racial groups is expected by the leaders to prove in�
valuable to the looal Chapter in furthering its program*

In taking offioe* Fertig said he was intrigued with the 
possibil ities the position 
afforded him* "The JACL by 
its very nature wil l  be the 
major agency of developing 
eozununlty unity," he declared*
"I t is especially important 
they develop unity to oombat 
prejudices as a minority," 
he stated*

The new executive secre�
tary welcomed criticism and 
emphasized that the services 
of his offioe were open to 
everyone*

FRED FERTIG

���������� ��!"�����#"#$�%�#�!&����$��'��
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For further oonments by 
Bxeoutive Secretary Fred 
Fertig, see his letter to 
the editor in the column 
"PUBLIC QPINIOIT" on Page 2 
of this issue*

Fertig was graduated from 
Chapman College of this city 
in 1936* He then attended 
the Paoiflo School of Be� 
ligion in Bexfceley, Calif*, 
for three years*

He served as pastor of Ni�
sei churches in Northern and 
Southern California for six� 

(Continued on Pago 8)
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Senator Wilfred Tsukiyama 
(B*), Hawaii's only Senator 
of J apanese ancestry will be 
one of the representatives 
to Washington, D.C., when the 
Territory presents its oase 
for statehood, according to 
his daughter L oris, who vis�
ited here for a fortnigit 
the latter part of August* 

Senator Tsukiyama repre�
sents the Hizuanu District of 
Honolulu* He was elected to 
offioe in November, 1946* 
Previously, he was distr ict 
attorney of Honolulu*

Whether Senator Tsukiyama�
will support Lewey, Stassen�
or Warren as the Bepublioan�
Party's candidate for Presi�
dent in 1948 was not known�
by his daughter, since she�
says her father is "keeping�
mum" on this subject*

Hiss Tsukiyama is enroute�
to Hew York City where she�
will attend a beauty culture�
sohool*

Movies of occupied J apan 
featured the monthly meeting 
of the Los Angeles JACL Chap�
ter held on August . 21 in the 
Hiyako Hotel Conference Boon, 

Reed Lawton, formerly an 
interpreter and an adjutant 
with the war crimes tr ials 
in Tokyo, gave a running com�
mentary with the showing of 
the films which he took* 
Lawton is presently director 
and owner of a linguistic 
institute in this city* 

Chapter President Frank 
Chuman introduced Fred Fer�
tig, newly�appointed fu l l �
time executive secretary, to 
the members* Fertig said the

MASAOKA* WHISKS IN AND�
OUT OF CITY IN A DAY

Mike Masaoka, legislative 
director of the Anti�Dis�
crimination Committee, was 
here br iefly on August 26* 

Arriving in the early aft�
ernoon by plane from San 
Francisco, he attended a 
leaders' dinner meeting at 
5 p*m* and a general gather�
ing at 8 p*m*

Masaoka then left by air 
at 11 for Washington, D* C.

COMBAT TEAM QUEENS SURROUND MAYOR

three questions asked him 
most during his brief time 
in offioe weret 1* How do 
you like the job? 2* Aren't 
you discouraged already? 3* 
What's the matter with the 
JACL?

F i ji  Tanabe, Southern Cali�
fornia representative of the 
National JACL, reported on 
the five�day national staff 
meeting held in Salt Lake 
City August 13 to 17* He 
revealed that the staff had 
unanimously*recommended JACL 
membership for  the Issei*

Richard Itanaga, co�editor 
of the VANGUARD, spoke brief�
ly on the problems and poli�
cies of the publication*

*%�&�+���'�"�%��
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More than 200 bi l ls de�

signed to benefit persons of 
J apanese ancestry were in�
troduced during the F irst 

, Session of the 80th Congress, 
according to Mike Masaoka, 
nat ional Ant i�Di scriminati on 
Committee legislative direc�
tor* The session was ad�
journed J uly 2 7*

Legislation on immigration 
and naturalization relating 
to persons of J apanese an�
cestry reeeived by the Sen�
ate numbered 29 public and 
38 private bi l ls, while the 
House were recipients of 38 
public and 82 private bil ls* 

Four bi l l s, two private and 
two public, which Masaoka 
says specifically benefited 
persons of J apanese ancjestiy, 
were passed during the past 
session and signed by Presi�
dent Truman*

The fi r st public bi l l  pass�
ed was the F irst Deficiency 
Appropriations B i l l , which 
Included a section indemni�
fying 97 former Poston ¿nd 
Manzanar residents for loss�
es sustained through fires 
in the centers*

The other public bi l l  to 
beoome law ms the legisla�
tion permitting.inadmissible 
alien spouses of American 
veterans or servicemen to 
enter this country far per�
manent residence pr ovided 
they were married within 30 
days after the enactment of 
the act* The bi l l  was signed 
on J uly 22* This was the 
first time since the Orien�
tal Exclusion Act of 1924 
that Congress has made a n 

(Continued on Page 8)

"We've come a long way from home," says J ane Udo (right), 
442nd queen from H ilo, Hawaii, to Mayor Fletcher Bcwron 
of Los Angeles as Blanche J lkaku, the Combat Team's queen 
from Honolulu, Oahu, smilingly looks on*

—KIOTO COURTESY OF TOYO MI YATAKS STUDIO
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The 442nd Combat Team's Island members sent two convinc�
ing reasons to prove that their oft�repeated "no oan beat 
Hawaiian wahines" statements made over reminiscent tumb�
lers of vino and cognac were not idle boasts* The reasons 
arrived here in mid�August by Clipper in the sylphlike 
forms of Blanche J ikaku and J ane Udo, 442nd queens from 
Honolulu and H ilo, respectively*

They were chosen in May by ticket sales vote at similar 
carnivals held in Honolulu and Hilo* Proceeds from the 
enterprises will go toward the erection of living war me�

morials in the form of ela�
borate club houses in the 
two cities for veterans of 
al l  raoes and creeds*

The queens had been roused 
from a sound sleep for the 
interview by Fred Matsuo, 
live�wire director of the 
Hawaiian "Takarazuka" troupe, 
who has been beating the 
publicity drums for them* 

Both were smartly dressed 
in suits out of Hawaii's 
most exclusive shops* They 
answered questions gracious�
ly and effectively parried 
many of this writers' ideas 
of witty verbal thrusts*

Both girls are rather tall 
for nisei, 21�year�old Miss�
J ikaku is 5 feet 4 and a 
half inches tal l  and 20 year 
old Miss Udo is but an inch 
shorter*

Miss Udo is a secretary 
(Continued on Page 8)
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Out of the "Leaders* Advance" held in  
July emerged the pos twar  policy and pro�
gram of the Los Angeles Ja CL Chapter# It  
is gratifying to note the dinner-meetings  
did live up to its theme. Advances were  
made, The participants did not allow the  
discussions to retrogress orbe braked to a  
standstill by ostentatious double-talk so  
common in gatherings of this nature# In�
stead, problems were attacked in a direct,  

crisp manner#
A healthy and promising sign of progress  

was the apparent determination of the lead�
ers to follow an objective rather than a  
subjective program# Prom the wording of  
the aims of the Chapter, it is evident the  
policy makers are striving to have local  
persons of Japanese ancestry abandon their  
pre-war and present isolationists* ways#  
Community integration is being stressed.  
This attitude was actively applied during  
the "Advance" when community leaders of  
other races took part in the confabs.

An active program is being planned to  
foster increased community participation by  
Nisei in joint socials, study groups and  
work shops. Vocational opportunities will  
be actively promoted. In order to help  
Japanese Americans acquire a sense of secu�
rity in community affairs, the Chapter will  
sponsor study groups in Nisei psychology#

a  proposal to sponsor a medical center,  
home for the aged, orphans* home and simi�
lar activities, as Issei organizations did  
before the war, was defeated# Instead, more

»- -------- - -  By Prank Chuman--------------

Eight months have gone by since the for�
mal reactivation of the Los Angeles Chap�
ter. Time has fled swiftly and silently by, 
not "on wings of song" perhaps, so much as 
on wings of pressing problems#

It was a hardy cabinet member indeed,who ,  
upon his first meeting with his other newly  
elected members back in the bleak days of  
January, 1947, did not think as he saw the  
months stretch interminably ahead in his  
year of imposed duty, of how he or they as  
cabinet members could ever hope to wrest  
order send cohesion, form, substance and di�
rection from a sprawling metropolitan organ�
ization vftiich had lain dormant during the  
long war years# And yet as I look back over  
the road which we have traveled, I cannot  
help but marvel at the shape of things to  
come for the Chapter � True, there is still  
the confusion of problem and policy, the  
indistinct delineations of responsibilities  
of committees, the needless calling upon a  
few faithful and hard-working members for  
most of the work and in a great many proj�
ects a lack of planning and amateurishness  
for which I take the greater share of the  
blame and criticism. Nevertheless, I feel  
with that instinctive sureness which only  
comes to those who have lived close to a  
project, that the Chapter is "on the way."

There comes to me the hope that through  
the individual efforts of the members, as  
well as through the Chapter, that we may  
slowly, if necessary, lay down on our own  
conscious initiative those golden planks of  
integration over which we may tread boldly  
out into the great American community.

For us to recede from the dynamics of  
modern living is to condemn ourselves to
the lives which we lived before the war --
that of living on small individual islands  
within ourselves with no outlet to the  
mainland# We must take the first step out  
from these islands, whatever our personal  

trepidations, for by figuratively throwing  
out our golden planks of integration, there  
awaits the American community ready to hear  
our problems, to assist us to attain our  
full rights and to invite us to participate  

with them as Americans toward a richer fu�

ture.

Los Angeles VANGUARD
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efficient ways of referring persons of  
Japanese ancestry to community welfare serv�
ices are being worked out. It is pleasing  
to note this cosmopolitan attitude has been  
adopted and the old method of "looking aft�
er our own kind" has been cast aside. For  
the solving of such problems, there should  
be a joining in with the general community#

Along with this objective trend of com�
munity consciousness is the heartening rec�
ognition that the Nisei is not a special  
case# The Japanese American has many prob�
lems in common with other minority groups#  
Cooperation in the fight for abolition of  
discriminative measures whenever possible  
is obviously the best means of success  
rather than an individual struggle.

Techniques for carrying on an efficient  
public relations program are being devel�
oped# The JACL’s program must be properly  
publicized in order to favorably impress  
the community and beat down prejudice. The  
Nisei as a personality must be "sold" in  
order to gain unprejudiced but uninformed  
persons as friends#

In order to facilitate the entire program,  
Fre d Fertig, an individual with a wealth of  
background in inter-racial and community  
activities, has been engaged as full-time  
executive secretary.

However, the success of this ambitious  
program, no matter how well-planned or exe�
cuted, is doomed to failure unless the  
Nisoi shed their cloaks of apathy, roll up  
their sleeves and makea sincere effort to  
carry out the progressive plans born of the  
"Leaders* Advance."
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To the Editor:
There is every reason for  

the Los Angeles Chapter of  
the JACL being the most vi�
tal and influential of the  
Citizen's League locals in  

the United States# Los An�
geles is once again the cen�

ter of Japanese population  
in the nation# We have a  
large influx of Japanese flrOm  
both rural and urban sec�
tions of other parts of the  
country that already are sup�
plying us with fresh view�
points and human resources  
of talent and energy# The  
execut ive cabine t and a small  
but appreciable number of  
our membership bring to the  
reactivated Chapter youth�
fulness, a n d a  combination  
of aggressive and progres�
sive attitude#

The needs and opportuni**  
ties for oonnrunity service  
are greater than ever be�
fore, and now there are new  

conditions that deserve a  
popularly supported organi�
zation truly representative  
of the Japanese# With the  
Nisei having come of age  
since Pearl Harbor and the  
Issei looking more and more  
to their children for both  
moral and financial support,  
it is imperative that the  
Nisei organize on a communi�
ty wide scale for activities  
of mutual benefit#

There i s a  great reservoir  
of good will among the Amer�
ican people toward Japanese  
Americans won by their war�
time record of patriotism#  
This should be capitalized  
upon# Because of broadening  
experiences in the army and  
in resettlement in the Mid�
dle West and East, and en�
couraged by the attempt of  
the American government to  
correct the mistakes of evac�
uation, Japanese A m e r i c a n s  
are coming to take a new  
perspective upon their citi�
zenship responsibi l i t ies.  
This perspective requires di�
rection# The Ja CL—with its  
membership inclusive of rae»,  
sex and age (unlike no other  
organization among the Japa�
nese), is especially charged  
with giving leadership to  
assimilative processes cur�
rently operating#

Our program emphasis in LA  
Chapter is not to be so much  
on membership and money as  
formerly but on projects of  
a practical nature# Some  

of the projeot possibilities  
currently being studied for  
early inauguration are: A  
luncheon club for the First  
Street area; vocat ional guid�

ance conferences; advisory  
service to vets; and the  
forming of a junior JACL.

Fred Fertig,
Los Angeles.
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OH HAPPY COLLEGE HAYS!

With the opening of the  
fall term only a few weeks  
off, campus clubs will be  
gathering their forces for a  
■ whirl of activities« Out on  
the UCLA campus the Bruin  
olub will be headed by Pres�
ident Tosh Hakahiro of Pasa�
dena* Membership in the club  
is open to all races«

Sandie Saito is the presi�
dent of the Chi Alpha Delta  
Sorority* The Chis are hold�
ing two Push Teas during the  
sunnier and will have chosen  
their pledges by the time  
the semester begins*

Out on the SC campus, the  
Japanese Trojan Club will be  
headed by Bob Hayamizu* He  
will be guided by ex-prexy  
Kenny Uyesugi, who has been  
appointed instructor in Jap�
anese language by the uni�
versity.
WEDDING BELLS

Surprise wedding of the  
month was that of Fumi Kato  
to Dr* Hiraku Ishida* The  
ceremony m s  a quiet fami ly  
wedding at the horn of the  
bride's parents, Dr* and Mis«  
Shokichi Kato on august 10«  
The bride m s  attended by  
her sister, Teiko, and the  
groom's best man was his  
brother, Dr« Itaru Ishida,  
dentist of San Francisco*  
Dr* H* Ishida, a fozmer res�
ident of Menlo Park,received
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Plans for a nationwide am�
ateur talent contest to se�
lect performers who will tour  
the Territory of Hawaii are  
being made,according to Fred  
Matsuo, director-pr o du c er  
of the "Takarazuka" troupe  
from Hawaii which recently  
completed a three-week state  
wide showing*

The return tour of the Is�

lands is being planned as a  
reciprocation for the good�
will tour made by the 11 en�
tertainers from Hawaii,

Jim Itagaki will be in  
charge of the talent hunt in  
Los Angeles..
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Under the sponsorship of  
the International Institute,  
the Teen-Age Canteen will  
hold its final sooial eve�
ning on September 12«

The Canteen was organized  
July 3, offering sports,  
games, dancing and other re�
creation to the youths rang�
ing from 13 to 19 years.

This project has been un�
der the leadership of teen�
agers Dorothy Takeyama,chair�
man; Kay Yoshida, secretary;  
Mary Tateoka, treasurer and  
Mush Miyatake, representa�
tive*

?� booklet on the Canteen  
is being prepared*.

SUE TAKIMOTO

Two years work on the Col�
orado “Times" in Denver gave  
Sue Takimoto her good exper�
ience in newspaper w o r k  
which is one of the reasons  
the Los Angeles VANGUARD is  
coming to be a successful  

paper*
Sue is one of our youngest  

members and an able one. Be�
sides her work on the "Times"  
she was employed by the Cen�
tral City Opera House Asso�
ciation in that city rising  
from a clerk-typist to the  
Executive Manager*

Because she is interested  
in all religions in relation  
to social problems and group  
work, she is majoring inthe-

ology at the University of  
California at Los Angeles  
night classes*

Social work and singing  
are her main interests* Sue  
has a beautiful soprano voice«  
She started her singing car�

eer at the age of seven, in  
Seattle, Washington, where  
she was barn. There she was  
guest artist on many recitals  
and sang at the annual gov�
ernor *s banquet in Seattle*  

She did a great deal of  
entertaining in the Minidoka  
Relocation Center in Idaho,  
which she says was strictly  
amateur. But haviig heard  
her sing, I'm sure it was  
more, than that* At that time  
she won first place in the  
Idaho state contest for high  
school students**

She is being sponsored in  
a benefit concert to be giv�
en in St* Mary's auditorium  
on September 19 by the Cam�
illes Club, a girls' organ�
ization of which she is a  
member* Along with all these  
activities, she manages to  
find time to direct the 30  
voice Young Buddhists'choir*  

This young lady has quite  
a future in store for her  
and I'm sure great things  
will came of her vocal car�
eer« However, someone should  
teach her to use chopsticks  
— she hasn't learned yet*

his M.D. from Washington Uni�
versity, St* Louis, Mo* He  
recently opened his office  
in this city*
AT THE HOLLYWOOD BOVL

Enjoying the cool evening  
breeze and the Terpsichorean  
art of the Ballet Russe de  
Monte Carlo were many par�
ties: Mr* and Mrs* George  
Shinno and their guests,Flo�
rence and Margaret Suzuki  
who were visiting from Cleve�
land and New York respec�
tively; Mrs* Louis Kitagawa,  
Mary '«Vakamatsu, Anne Sakauye  
and Ruth Tanaka, vis i tors  
from Denver; Mr* and Mrs*  
Miki Miyamoto and their guest  
(xqyself); Frank Chuman es�
corting Sue Takimoto and his  
sister, Yemi, who flew here  

for a month's vacation from  
Washington, D. C,; Harry Hon�
da and a slim young damsel*  
OUT OF TOWN VISITORS

Our fair City of the An�
gels has had many visitors  
during the sumner: B e tty  
Ha chi suka from Milwaukee;  
Mrs * Sam Seno and t h r ee  
children from Seabrook Fauns,  
New Jersey; Joyoe Matsuda  
from Denver; Dr* and Mrs.  
Tom Abe and their two child�
ren; Joe Tanimoto, Mrs. Eve�
lyn Seto and son, Russell  
from Chicago; Jane AkimotR  
Salt Lake City; Dr. and Mrs*  
T* Hiratsuka, Detroit; Mr*  
and Mrs* R« Momii, Cleveland;  
Mr* and Mrs* Chick Matsui and  

daughter, Dale, from Oakland;  
Dr. and Mrs* George Shinoda  

from Davenport, Iowa*

(Continued on Page 8)
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The Chi Alpha Delta alumni  
of the University of Cali�
fornia at Los Angeles is of�
fering a scholarship con�
sisting of tuition fees and  
a sum for books for the fall  

semester, which is available  
to all new women entrants  
and transfers*

Applications should be sent  
to Kay Kumai, 3947 Hammel  
St*, Los Angeles 33«

4���!+%"�"� 2!(+� �!�, ��
The 16th Annual Conference  

of the Pacific Coast Japa�
nese Free Methodist churches  
was held July 25 to August 3  
at the Pacific Bible College  
at Azusa, Calif.

The main speakers were Dr.  
Cjp. haggard, president of  
the Pacific Bible Colleg e ,  
and Dr* C* Dorr Demaray,  
President of the Los Angeles  
Pacific College*

Nisei participants in the  
10-day program were: Rev*  
William Kobayashi, Rev* John  
Miyabe, Mrs*' Haru Tanita,  
George Takaya, Makoto Sagawa,  
Bette Sakai, Mrs* Yaye Saga�
wa, Paul Ichino, Rev* &ide  
Aoki and Roy Takaya*

SUMMER PROGRAM HELD

The Colleens Girls' Club,  
composed of women in their  
late teens and early twen*  
ties, conducted an informal  
summer program.

Miyo 1 ahigarni is president.
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The Koenkai, an issei sup�
porter's group of the local  
JACL Chapter, was recently  
organized.

The organization's purpose  
is to support the JACL pro-  
is to support  

as  a result of the first

membership appeal, 60 joined,  
according to Eiji Tanabe re�
gional JACL representative.

To launch their fund-rais�
ing program, a Japanese movie  
was shown by the group re�
cently which netted approxi—  
mately «¿300, it was reported,
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^  ĉ tM  ̂ ^  ,

5£.̂ C ^  tt* 9

*%• % ^�

� �� E� � 	�� �� ��� ������ �  

X  ® í dv j|t >

Oft ¡̂ ‘} ŝ‘ �# 'tâ�
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3y J ack Kunitomi�
While the Nisei athletes 

of Hawaii have been earning 
the plaudits of fans, Nisei 
and otherwise, in px&otically 
all athletio endeavors, the 
local or the mainland "ko� 
tonks" have been delegated 
to the back seat with very 
few names crowding the head�
lines*

Of more than casual in�
terest to local sport fans 
will be the professional 
football debut of Wallace 
Yonamine, now training with 
the San Francisco 49'ers, an 
entrant in the All�America 
Conference*

Yonamine has established 
his reputation and ability, 
oavorting with the Leilehua 
Alums last year, which barn�
stormed the western states, 
playing Portland University, 
San J ose State and Fresno 
State*

We first heard Of and saw 
Yonamine when he played with 
the Hawaiian AH � Star against 
the 11th Airborne in the Pa�
ci fi c Army Olympios held sev�
eral years ago in Tokyo, and 
though the Airborne eleven 
copped the t i t le, Yonamine* s 
actions on the muddy grid�
iron of the Meiji Stadium 
left favorable impressions 
on the fans assembled there*

All of the above disserta�
tion naturally keeps one 
guessing* How come the Nisei 
on the mainland aren't mak�
ing headlines like th ei r  
"cousins” from Hawaii?

Could i t  be that the main�
land lads, under an inferi�
ority complex created throqgh 
years of discrimination and 
prejudice, are not able to 
put forth their best efforts 
or are we just athletically 
inferior?

Another deterring factor 
was the tragic evacuation 
which cut short social, ath�
letic and other phases of 
the Nisei l i fe* The lack of 
proper tutelage in the relo�
cation center physical edu�
cation program probably sna�
fued many a promising sport 
career* Time will tel l  as 
the coming of fal l  and the 
start of school may bring 
out the athlete of the year*

�����)� 	�����:� �>7��:7�� �7>7��76

Yosh Oshiki,Buos, and J ack Kunltcmi, Hollywood, were an�
nounced as batting champs of their respective leagues, the 
Bed and Blue*

The following are batting averages of the top tight 
macemen in each league who have participated in 10 or more 
gamès*

BLUE LEAGUE BED LEAGUE

Yosh Oshiki, B 
Sat Mitsui, S 
Shig Goto, B 
Nob Kawano, I 
Harry Oka, B 
Tosh Asano, B

Tosh Watanabe, B 
Legends B, Bues; S, Sugar 

Bowl; 1, Indians; M, Mercur� 
ries*

AB H Fot* AB H Pot*
43 20 .472 J ack Kunitomi, H 27 14 •518
37 17 *459 Hank Ñakano,S 30 14 •466
35 15 •429 T* Yamaguohi, T 30 13 •433
34 14 •412 Yoi Nomura, H 31 13 •419
44 18 •409 Mits Ishibashi, B 17 7 •412
42 15 .357 G* Maruyama,? 31 12 •387
30 10 •333 Nick Nakano, S 36 13 •361
12 4 • 333 Bay Nimura, L N� 14 •359

Legends H, Hollywood; S, 
Senshin; T, Twin Cleaners; 
B, Bams; P, Pasadena; L,Long 
Beach*

���������	�������	��������������
Tay Brown, former All�Am�

erican gridder from the Uni�
versity of Southern Califor�
nia, will be the main speaker 
at the monthly JACL meeting
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Local hunters were given 

the "go" signal with the an� 
noucement of the regul&ti ons 
governing the 1947 season* 

The following regulations 
govern deer hunting in the 
Sierra areas September 16 to 
October 15, inclusive; one� 
buck deer limit, two points 
or more on the antlers, ex� 
oept in District 1 3/4,where 
3�point bucks only may be 
taken*

On quail, the following 
rules previals November 21 
to November 30, inclusive; 
two male birds per day, two 
in possession, 10 per season. 
Shooting hours from 8 a*m* 
until one�half hour after 
sunset*

Hunting of tree squirrels 
are under these regulationss 
Distriot 1 only is opens No* 
vember 21 to December 31, 
inclusive; two per day, two 
in possession, 12 per season* 

Bear hunting is governed 
as followss November 15 to 
Deoember 31, inclusive, one 
per day, one in possession; 
two per season (no trapping 
allowed) •
MORE ON HUNTING NEXT ISSUE.

to be held on October 9 at 
Koyasan Buddhist Temple* 

Brown, presently head foot�
ball coach at Compton City 
College, cavorted for the 
Trojans in the early 1930's 
under the late Howard J ones* 

He will feature a "Sports 
Bally" which will include 
movies of the 1946 World 
Series and various ahampion� 
ship football games*

�!* (��((A�� �"� �%��
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In two close but loosely� 
played tussles, the loo&l 
All�Stars eked out one�run 
victories over the visiting 
Santa Barbara nine during 
the Lbor Day weekend, 3 t 
2 and 6 to 5*

Peewee Tsuda pitched the 
first victory and relieved 
in the second ti l t*
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Electing Yoshiko Hata as 
temporary chairwoman, the 
newly�organised Women's Ath�
letio Association set a ten�
tative date for the volley�
ball season to begin in the 
latter part of the month.

To assist Miss Hata on the 
cabinet the following were 
eleotedi Mary Higurashi,vice 
president; Sum! Nakaniahi, 
secretary; Betty Haw ana, 
treasurer; Grace Masuda,pub�
l ici ty; and Mas Kato,histor�
ian*

Clubs represented were the 
7M*s, Mam*selles,Debutantes, 
Ebonaires, Novettes and Kun 
Wha, a Korean nisei club.

L ily Otera was elected bas�
ketball commissioner*

Advisors of the WAA are 
Hoshiko Kusudo, Merijane Yo� 
koe and Masa Kunitomi.
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The Los Angeles Open Bowl�

ing Tournament under the aus�
pices of the Nisei Bowling 
Association was termed a huge 
success as the looal keglers 
paced the way in al l  events.

The Sawtelle Garage copped 
the team event to prove their 
major victories were no fluke* 

The other wnners ard the 
events were Mas F ujii, wo�
men's singles; Chiyo Tashima 
and George Takeuohi, mixed 
doubles; Miss Tashima and 
Tosh Sato, women's doubles; 
Kas Meifu, men's "B" singles; 
Nob Ishisawa, men's "A" sin�
gles; Buster Komatsu aai K i� 
yo Yamato, men's doubles; 
Nob Ishisawa, al l  events*
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Interested in the matter of integration is likable, dy�

namic Dempster Dirks of the Federation of Coordinating  
Councils, Los Angeles County, who with a colleague writes  
and directs the radio series "These Are Your Neighbors*”  

Dirks' best friend was Hits, a Nisei who was killed  
overseas in World War II* '

Dirks believes Americans of Japanese ancestry cannot  
lift themselves up by their boot-straps by keeping others  
out* "'Hakujin,' 'Nihonjin* and others have to work to�
gether,” he said* He maintains that when one group shuts  
itself off and thinks about its own problems, other groups  
then }.ose touch with it and suspicion inevitably arises*  
Ignorance, Dirks pointed out, is a great danger*

He favors having the Nisei lose themselves in the com�
munity* He urged a program of education to show that peo�

ple of Japanese extraction  
have similar interests, tem�
perament and hopes as per�
sons of other races*

The Nisei, Dirks feels,  
must not think of themselves  
as superior and expect to be  
treated as a special group,  
but must have a feeling that  
they must associate, must  
stop thinking and worrying  
of themselves only and must  
think of others too* ” If you  
can't get along with other  
minorities,” he asks, ”how  
can you get along with Cau�

casians?” "There are t h e  
good and the trash in every  
race* One does not have to  
associate necessarily with  
the trash,” he continued*  
He asserts that one's cul�
tural equal can be found in  
any racial group*

Dirks is convinced, that  
individual at tests should  
be made to "sell,” and that  
if the door were then shut  
in the Nisei's face, there  
would be Justification in  
being and doing things by  
themselves* "But the Nisei  
have not tried," he reiter*-  
ated* E2FG�haven't tried as  

yet to adjust and integrate  
yourselves in the communityi*  

Not scholastic work b u t  
getting along with people,  
in the opinion of Dirks, is

�#��&�#'�+�!	������
+"�$��&�����6&�	&#.

Interesting persons are be�
ing sought to appear on the  
radio program "These Are Your  
Neighbors,” according to its  
sponsor, the Los Angeles  
County Committee on Human  
Helations*

Among the personalities  
who have been or will be in�
terviewed are: James Wong  
Howe, Hollywood cameraman;  
Andy Russell, crooner; Spade  
Cooley and Desi Arnaz, or�
chestra leaders; Paul Will�
iams,architectural designer;  
and Philip Ahn, motion pic�
ture actor*

Suggestions and comments  
should be addressed to"These  
Are Your Neighbors," KRKD,  

541 South Spring Street, Los  
Angeles IS, Calif*
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S o m e  Neighbors Get  Together

Discussing a script for the radio program "These Are  
Your Neighbors” are from left to right: John Kimara,  
Roosevelt High School student of this city who aspires to  
be a crooner; Biji Tanabe, regional Ja CL representative;  
Dempster Dirks, conductor of the program; and Andy Russell*  
alumnus of Roosevelt High who has won national fame as a  
crooner*

— PHOTO COURTESY OF TOYO MIYATAKE STUDIO

important* "You have to show  
that the label, in this case  
the Japanese face, lies oth�
erwise,” he said*

He alleged there is too  
much concern about the old  
folks, a leaning back too  
much that way, which shows  
that our life is like theiis.  
He contends that life will  
be difficult for the Nisei  
if they try to shape them�
selves like their parents,  
for the latter were brought  
up in d i f f e r e n t  circum�
stances*

He advises getting to know  
others, getting outside in�
fluences and effect ing a  
breaking away, becoming in�
dividual, having one's own  
ideas and pleasing friends  
more than parents if need  
be*

Dirks thinks the majority  
of the Nisei should try a  

(Continued on Page 8)
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In an advertisement in  
the August issue, Masao R*  
Mizokami was erroneously  

represented as the general  
agent for the Lincoln Life  
Insurance Company instead  
of the Franklin Life In�
surance Company.

We apologize to the two  
firms and Mr* Mizokami for  
our error*
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Five evenings a week I  

wage my battles for surviml.  

Minutes after leaving the  
protective walls of Woodbury  
College, I am a combatant in  
the desperate "Battle of the  
Pico Car."

Thi s engageme nt combi ne s  
the gruesomeness and horrors  
of all the historic clashes  
of World War II* I know how  
the men felt when they waded  
ashore at Normandy and were  
faced with concrete fortifi�
cations* Try gaining a foot�
hold in the bristling* well-  
defended carl 1 know how  
the C*l*'s f e l t  at Anzio  
when it appeared as if they  
would be thrown back into  
the Mediterranean Sea by Hit�

ler’s automatons* How often  
I have gained the entrance  
and tenaciously struggled to  
keep from being "dumped” baok  
into the swirling sea they  
call Broadway! The Battle  
Of the Bulge? Humph! I’ve  
often been squeezed between  
two "buxom bulges."

When the outer defenses  
have been penetrated, 1 am  
on the main battlefield.  
Here the real danger begins*  
In this hostile territory, I  

must be vigilant; for �()�

possibility of being "wound�
ed in aoticm" is ever imni-  
nent• I must guard against  
barrages on my toes by des�
tructive si.ze-twelv© proj�
ectiles. X must be wary of  
bayonet-like thrusts in the  
ribs. I must keep from being  
gouged by frantic gladiators  
who wildly grasp for any ob�
ject when this moving bat�
tlefield suddenly lurches.  
I must dodge lumbering^ well-  
padded female "tank^'as they  
charge fanatically to cap�
ture the most coveted prize,  
an )*+�� seat.

As I make strategic maneu�
vers to keep out of h a m ' s  
way, I wonder how long my  
luck can last. All around  
me I hear the wails and  
groans of less fortunate in�
dividuals. There is a cry  
of pain from a man vho just  
had his favorite corn abused.  
There is an eloquent out�
burst of descriptive adject�
ives from a young battling

female who has had her cam�
ouflaged headgear unceremo�
niously tilted to an even  
zanier angle. There is a  
tortuous scream from a pa�
thetic human caught in the  
doors, a foolish one who in�
sisted on entering the bat�
tleground. With all t h i s  
"destruction" in evidence, I  
try to make myself as small  
as possible.

As the mobile field of ac�
tion moves on, its packed  
confines become more unbear�
able. The oocupants perspire  
freely, and a dank, sticky  
stuffiness pervades the "tor�
ture chamber." The odor of  
perspirat ion, mingling with  
the cheap "essence of stink-  
weed" perfumes worn by some  
indiscriminate persons, is  
nauseating. I force myself  
to think of pleasanter things.

It is at this stage that  
my mind often wanders back  
to the time spent trudging  
up and down the Apennines in  
Italy and the miserable days  
in the dark Vosges Forests  
in France. "Surely," I re�
peatedly told myself then,  
"nothing can be as arduous  
or nerve-wracking as this.  
Oh for the wonderful life of  
a civilian!"

Now, however, on days whbn  
the Pico Car is especially  
well-filled, I am tempted to  
retract my thoughts m a d e

while munching "K-Ration*  
biscuits. I begin to sort  

out the bright spots of my 
soldiering days, a s  for scen�
ery, I had the picturesque  
snow- topped mountains and the  
verdant pine forests as com�
pensations for discomforts.  
Now, I must look at monoto�
nous rows of smog-painted  
buildings. When conditions  
are such that sight of the  
outside is obstructed, I must  
resort to studying the car-  
cards over and over— the  
soaring cow who went to a  
flying school, the mortuary  
advertisement implying that  
it doesn't cost much to die  
now...

It is, however, the belli�
gerent attitude of the peo�
ple vftiich is most depressing.  
What insidious elements sud�
denly transform otherwise  
polite and peaceful people  
into rude, churlish and dia-  
bolioal savages? Can it be  

some suppressed i n s t i n c t  
which runs r a m p a n t  that  
causes these passengers to  
curl up their upper lips and  
snap and snarl like dogs  
protecting their food? When  
these enigmatic questions are  
answered and a cure is found,  
the Pershing Square pigeons  
can triumphantly carry olive  
branches, signifying the end  
of the "Battle of the Pico  
Car." — El
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(Editorial Note* Material  
for this column is assembled  
by Joe Noda, chairman of the  
local JACL Veterans Comnit-  
tee. as  a leader in veter�
ans* organization activities,  
Noda is in close contact  
with latest developments.

Questions on ex-service-  
men's problems should be ad�
dressed to Noda in care of  
the Va n g u a r d .  'Whenever pos�
sible, the answers will ap�
pear in this column.)

GI BILL DaTE SET  
Through action by Presi�

dent Truman, July 25, 1947,  
was set as the termination  
date for GI Bill of Rights  
benefits. This means that  
only those veterans who were  
in service prior to this  
date are eligible for bene�
fits, according to Clarence  
?BL]��� National aMVETS Serv�
ice Director.
LEAVE PAY DEADLINE EXTENDED 

Deadline for filing termi�
nal leave pay applications  
has been extended from Sep�
tember 1, 1947, to September  
1, 1948.
FUNERAL OFFER Ma d e  

Maytor H. McKinley, presi�

dent of Utter-McKinley Mor�
tuaries, offers a complete  
<¿250 funeral ' fo r any de�
ceased veteran without cost.  
Said McKinley: "We will col�
lect the <¿150 allowance from  
the government. The <¿100  
difference is being contrib�
uted by our firm for two  
reasons.' First, we believe  
it will build valuable good  
will for our institution.  
Second, we feel that this is  
our obligation as profes�
sional people to those who  
served us during the past  
wars."
HOUSING AID GIVEN

Veterans who are in need  
of housing are advised to  
contact Veterans Advisory  
Committee Housing Authority,  
City of Los Angeles, P.O.  
Box 2316, Terminal Annex,  
Los Angeles 54, Calif.

USE VANGUa RD ADS 
Advertising Rate: <¿1.50  

per column inch.
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(Continued from Page 3)
ANGEL CHATTER

Mrs* Ty Chuman has received  

her pe m i t  to join her hus�
band, George, in Japan in  
September*•*A bridal shower  

was held in honor of Yuri  
Kawakami at the home of June  
Suzuki on Sunday, August 17*  
JACL-ers from MhotH Imperial  
Valley; George Uaezawa, Har�
vey Tanaka, Akira Hasegawa,  
Lily and Frank Kumagai and  
Harry Minami should find the  
L.A. summer weather verytep-  
id.....Husband Fred has just  
returned from a month' s busi�
ness trip covering Denver,  
Chicago and the Hawaiian Is�
lands* His permit from SCAP  
has come through so he may  
soon be leaving for Tokyo*••  
The second annual Bruin alum�
ni reunion will be held on  
November 1 after the UCLA home�
coming game with Cal-Berke-  
ley***The Tosh Iharas are  
expecting a second blessed  
event very soon*••♦ The Vicar  
of St* Mary's, Rev* J.H.M*  
Yamazaki, has returned from  
a four weeks' training at  

.the Chaplain* s School at Car�
lisle Barracks, Pa* — MO

N��!$�.��#�7#.������
7#���$#'�7�.�$#���$��
1�..��������� -#�#

Ken Utsunomiya, 1st vice  
President of the local JACL  
Chapter, was appointed to  
the nominations comnittee to  
name national officer candi�
dates by National President  
Hito Okada recently’*

Utsunomiya was selected  

along with 15 other members  
chosen from chapters scat�
tered throu^iout the United  
States*

The committee will name  
two candidates for each of�
fice* The election will be  
held in 1948 and will nark  
the first time that officers  
will be elected by popular  
ballot conducted through the  
mail • ___________
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(Continued from Page 1)  
exception to imnigr&t ion from  
Japan and certain other "bar�
red zone" countries*

Passing the house but stop�
ped by the Senate until the  
next session were the five  
main pieces of legislation;  
namely, the Stay of Deporta�
tion Bill; Evacuation Claims  
Bill; and the three natural�

ization bills, one for par�
ents of dead soldiers and *
Purple Heart winners, and  
the other two for all per�
sons legally in the United  
States* The latter two are  
identical in wording, ac�
cording to Masaoka.

Of these, the Evacuation  
Claims Bill and the natural�
ization bill for parents of  

dead and wounded soldiers  
were passed unanimously by  
the House*
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(Continued from Page l)  

with the Agricultural Exten�
sion Service, and Miss JikSku  
operates a beauty salon with  

her older sister*
Although both girls con�

sider themselves modern and  
enjoy dancing, parties and  
"most forms" of social life,  
neither drink or snoke. They  
were emphatic in their be�
lief that women do not have  
to do so in order to "get  

along" socially*
From what they have seen  

of the local Nisei, the girls  
thought they were much like  
their counterpart in Hawaii.  
However, unaffected Miss Udo  
thought the Southland Nisei  
"have a little different air;  
they seem to hold back*"  

Although they have been  
treated well everywhere,they  
have been aware of the curi�
ous glances consistently di�
rected their way. Both con�
demned the discrimination of  
persons of Japanese ancestry  
and cited the "first class"  
citizenship they enjoy in  
Hawaii. "There are no res�
trictive covenants there and  
we can live wherever we de�
sire," they explained*

During their month's stay  

here, the beauteous damsels  
will have led a busy life of  
activities. "Los Angeles is  
so big and there is so much  
excitement," said Miss Jika-

ku* "1 like this sort of  
life for a change, but give  
me peaceful and quiet Hawaii  
for everday living," she  
added*

The majority of the 442nd  
beauties' program of activi�
ties is being arranged by  
Heniy Ohye, local JACL Chap�
ter public relations commit�
tee head* They have toured  
two movie studios; met Mayor  
Fletcher Bowron and local  
press representatives; seen  
the Southland from the air;  
visited Santa Catalina Is�
land and other resorts; eyed  
stage dhows; "done" famous  
night clubs and eaten at the  

leading restaurants; and at�
tended various meetings, din�
ners and dances as guests of  
honor, including a dinner-  
dance given by the NiseiTfet-  
erans Association*

My "buddahead" buddies of  
the Combat Team chose well*  
As Matsuo says, "They are  
well supplied*" I have a  

better word.
They performed their jobs  

as representatives of Hawai�
ian pulchritude and as emis�
saries of good will well* I  
still see winsome Queen Janefe  
and captivating Queen Blan�
che's faces before me. The  
tunes, "Sweet Leilani, Hea�

venly Flower" and "Hawaii  
Calls," keep running through  
my mind* ____________ — RI
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An inter-racial group of  
more than 100 were on hand  
August 16 to see Negroes  
served in the tea room of a  
local department store, re�
versing a long-standing pol�
icy of no service for Ne�
groes, according to Manuel  
D* Talley, chairman of the  
Comnittee on Raoial Equality.

The action climaxed a two- 

month campaign sponsored by 
this organization to end dis�
crimination in the tea room*

"Several attempts had been  
made to settle the matter  
with the management through  
conciliation, but noth ing  
came of it," said Talley*

This m s  the 4th in a serv�
ies of projects in which par�
ticipants entered in groups  
and waited for service* The  
non-Negroes refused to be  
served until Negroes were  
acoorded equal servioe*

Members of several minori�
ty groups including N is ei  
partie ipated*_______

��	��'#�����1�$�#��
D���$�������7����

� 0HK�O7

6%���� :����%��(����"����,�1��;,
(Continued from Page 6)  
new program* For example,  
in place of being concerned  
with what our political af�
filiations should be, the  
JACL should have as one of  
its policies a program— a  
bunch of mottoes. One of  
these might easily be, "Kids,  
get your homework done, but  
keep your noses out of the  
books," sinoe friends are  
made— not by having gotten  
an "A" grade— but by having  
associated with others and  
having joked with them in  
plaoes like the barber shop  
or malt shop*

During wartime, the pharse  
"So solly please" was often  
heard to typify the Japanese  
way of covering up true feel�
ings* "Americans express  
themselves so that the next  
person knows what they're  
thinking; aren't we Ameri�
can?" Dirks asks* " T h e n  
let's do iti"

On his radio program Dirks  
does not interview racial  
stereotypes such as a Chi�
nese laundryman or an Ital�
ian fruit peddler would be.  
He chooses people who do not  
make a living peculiar to  
their racial background. He  
features someone who forwoik  
or as a hobby, does something  
interesting and unusual*

During the present series  
on which about 30 persons  
have appeared, six Niseihave  
been interviewed* The first  
of these was Koichi Inouye,

active member of the local  
JACL chapter, who is in the  
advertising field*

There is a scheme to the  
program, but the audienoe is  
not told what it is* R a c e  
is not mentioned in the main  
portion of the program, and  
the audience is j u s t  given  
an opportunity to know those  
interviewed as outstanding  
people* At the end of the  
show, the listeners are told  
the anoestral descent*

"The Nisei as Americans  
must sell themselves— every�
thing is propaganda," h e  
said* He does not think of  
himself as an outsider, and  
resents being called one*  
JACL-member Dirks wants to be  

one concerned, in what is go�
ing on in the community*  
l*m not a big white brother  
or adviser," he said* "I 'm  
simply taking Mits' place*"

fr\

Los Angeles Nisei w e r e  t  
among the 1400 delegates at f  
the California Legislative JA/  
Conference held August 23-24 \  
at Rodger Young Auditorium*

?� planning committee chair�
ed by Kiyo Fukuda met at the  
� ?'�� offioe to echeduie rep�
resentatives to the three  

panels immediately affecting  
the Nisei*

The conference voted to  
support the passage of the  
Naturalization Bill, Evacua�
tion Claims Bill and Alien  
Land Law*

The Nisei delegates plan  
to meet this month to dis�
cuss further participation*

4!��� !�
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(Continued from Page 1)  
and-a-half years*

During the war years, Fer�
tig did sociological research  
work for the American Civil  
Liberties Union, working on  
all oases pertaining to per�
sons of Japanese ancestry as  
well as handling problems  
for people of other races*

In addition, for che past  
four years he was contribut�
ing editor of the "New Paci�
fic" magazine of Honolulu*
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When the first announcement came about the New Y ork conference sponsored 
by the National Committee on Resettlement of J apanese Americans, national head�
quarters figured on sending either J oe Masaoka or ¡National President Saburo 
K ido. But J oe had the .big job of helping the resettlers in Northern California.

And the financial campaign to raise funds was on. There was only $4,000 in 
the national treasury which would cover only about two and a half months of 
overhead expenses. In view of this dire strait of the treasury, it was decided that 
the Eastern Representative Peter Aoki be asked to represent the organization.
—— \ Others can make decisions on the problems of the J apanese Americans but 
the Y ACL  members will be the ones who must carry the burden of raising funds 
for  the. organization. J ACL  can participate in realizing the aims to elevate the 
conditions of all J apanese Americans only i f it can continue to function. I t was 
most unfortunate that there was not sufficient funds to make one and all feel 
secure in E nding delegates from headquarters.

H owever/ J ACL  submitted its report and listed the various problems which 
remain as obstacles.

Also “The; Case for  the N isei/’ “They Work F or Victory,” and other ma�
terials were sent to the conference. Sorpe arrived in time and others did not.

J ACL  will join with other organizations in the recommendations of the con�
ference to be sent to President Truman.
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1. RE �AF F I RM ATI ON  OF F E DE RAL
RESPONSIBIL ITY  FOR E XE CU �
TIVE  ORDER 9066:

A  continuing federal agency is needed 
to administer terminal problems result�
ing from people displaced by federal de�
cision. Among considerations are:

a) No evictions from present public
housing until other dwellings are 
made available. .

b) Family housing at public housing 
projects for  returnees, now living 
in emergency hostels or cramped 
with friends, on the basis of their 
being distressed war dislocatees.

c) An assistance fund to provide, for 
aged persons who cannot ■ qualify 
for  categorical aid in their respec�
tive states because of alien status, 
and for  other evacuees incapable 
61 sell�support.
Individual processing, re�training 
and placement for  those finding 
adjustment to self�support diffi�
cult.

e) Future releases of factual infor�
mation to counteract the stigma 
and1 discriminations engendered 
against the entire population of 
American citizens and residents of 
J apanese descent by the operation 
of Executive Order No. 9066.

f) Reestablishment assistance for  po�
tentially self�sustaining returnees.

g) Amelioration of hardship cases:
FOR INSTANCE , Oct. 30, 1945: 
REPORT OF  SCOTTY  H. TSUCH� 
I Y A, REGIONAL  RE PRE SE NTA�
TIVE  J ACL

L os Angeles, Calif.
“In the case' of Mr. Watanabe, 86 

years old, and Mrs. Watanabe, 84 years 
old, blind, deaf and body half paralyzed,
Mr. Watanabe begged that his wife not 
be put in the hospital because she can�
not speak the English language. He is 
fearful, should they be separated now, 
his wife’s condition would only grow 
worse and1 she would pass away within 
a short time from loneliness. (Watanabe 
not being a hospital case would not be 
able to stay with his wife).

“Mr. Watanaibe’s one and only wish is 
for  a smatUplaCe where the bedroom, 
latrine ana bathroom are under one roof.

“He told us, he does not wish to go 
to the/frailer camp because going there.
„ . v the latrine and bath house is out�
side and community shared. There he 
would not be allowed to carry his wife 
into the Men’s latrine and bath house, 
nor would he be allowed in the Women’s 
section. He said that, at least, at L o� 
mita being among J apanese people and 
their knowing his problem, he can go in 
and out of the Men and Women’s section 
without uneasiness.

“Also, there are three very narrow 
steps at the only entrance of the Trail�
er. The door is narrow, which would 
make it vety difficult and dangerous for 
M r, Watanabe to carry his wife through 
the door and attempt the narrow steps.
The latrine and bath house also have 
steps as the Trailers are all eleyated 
off the ground.

“Mrs. Fujii, 64 years old. Arthritis 
has deformed the fingers of both her 
hands as well as toes and feet. She has 
no power of moving and cannot put her 
shoes on herself or dress herself. Mr. 3. 
F ujii has to go with her to the latrine, 
help her remove the crutches from under 
her arm and has to seat her on the 
toilet and then has to help her get up. 
They refused the trailer on the same 
basis as Mr. Watanabe.

Mr. F ujii said his wife could not pass 
through the narrow door of the Trailer

on crutches and by no means can she 
descend or ascend the narrow steps on 
crutches; she has a difficult enough time 
to walk on level ground. . . .

“The rainy weather is here now and 
we are having two days of it. We had 
a call from the A ir Strip in Lomita 
this morning in regards to the unsani�
tary condition everyone is confronted 
with there. There are only three latrine 
units to serve the 600 in the Lomita 
A ir Strip. There are 6 toilets and 6 laun�
dry tubs to one unit. No disinfectants 
are provided for  the latrines. The laun�
dry tubs are used by the people to 
wash clothes,, wash dishes, baby bot�
tles, baby chambers, bathe babies, etc., 
as no other facilities are provided for 
this need. Three latrine units are not 
adequate to serve 600 people and they 

rwanted�nsr ■ W d̂onsomething� abo ut it.’| s:* 
* * *

RE PORT OF  J OE GRANT M ASAOK A,
RE GIONAL  REPRESEN T A  T I  V E,
J ACL , San Francisco, California, No�
vember 2, 1945.
“Aged, incapacitated, unemployable 

and indigent returnees receiving county 
welfare find their $33.85 (female) ana 
$31.85 (male) dependency allowances 
insufficient to cover their monthly ex�
penses of $43 for  board and rent. The 
same deficiency plagues indigent hostel 
residents. Private cooking is prohibited 
in both project and hostel. QUESTION: 
H ow can these monthly shortages be 
made up?

“Freight shipments 3,000 miles away 
are made cost�free but deliveries within 
a 25 mile radius are chargeable to the 
evacuee. This drayage of property with�
in a 25 mile area of rail head or ware�
house is assumed by the WRA only if 
a pauper’s oath is signed.

“WRA warehouses are scheduled to 
close around April 1, 1946. , Evacuee 
property must be accepted before this 
date, although it is expected many evac�
uees will still have to be living in 
cramped quarters where storage space 
is impossible.

“Big family fathers of 8/ 9 10 and lX 
find themselves faced with a daily food 
bill of $lt per head while in the housing 
projects or hostels. As farmers they 
made ends meet, but as wage earners 
and common laborers, how can their 
paychecks cover enough for  food, rent, 
clothing and the numerous incidentals?
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2. SUPREME COURT CONSTITU�
T ION AL I TY  OF  L AND SE IZURES 
UNDE R AL I E N  L AND L AW TO 
BE TESTED'.

a) I t is based upon race discrimina�
tion. J apanese Americans are the 
only group appreciably affected.

b) Denies the equal protection of laws 
(14th Amendment) ' to J apanese 
Americans, since it is Nisei lands 
which are under escheat proceed� 
ingSy made possible by the Califor�
nia Alien Land Law.

c) I t imputes unfair presumptions of 
bad faith in the acquirement of

d) Establishment of a statute of lim�
itations is called' for.

SEE K  UNBIASED ISSUANCES 
OF  BUSINESS AN D PROFE S�
SIONAL  L ICENSES.

a) Constitutional rights of citizens 
and foreign born, who are legally 
restricted from gaining naturaliza�
tion, should be upheld.

b) Denials due to national origin 
(Continued on page 2)

The Reporter carried the detailed ar�
guments of the J ACL  which presented 
its views to the Navy Department lead�
ers when J oe Grant* Masaoka visited 
Washington, D. C. last April. Ever since, 
the American Civil L iberties Union in 

. New Y ork City has been following up 
the matter.,, And lately, the American 

"Veterans Committee and the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars in New York Citv were 
interested in this question.

The climax to the whole campaign 
came when Admiral of the F leet Chester 
W. Nimitz was informed of the desires 
of J apahese Americans to be admitted 
into the Navy through a letter written 
by J oe Masaoka of the San Francisc  ̂
office. When he was consulted by Sec�
retary of Navy Forestal, Admiral N im�. 
itz did not express any opposition1.
4 A  wire came from New Y ork office 
one afternoon, asking permission to re�
lease the Nimitz letter. The OK  answer 
was flashed back. The next morning, the 
newspapers carried the story with the 
Washington, D. SG. headline of the A s�
sociated press or the United Press. And 
"The next day, there was a small news 
about the Navy having opened its doors 
to the Nisei. Without the Nimitz letter 
and the subsequent publicity, this news 
may not have received much notice.

This is one of the important achieve�
ments of the J ACL  because it removes 
the last barrier which may be construed 
?.s questioning the loyalty of the Nisei. 
Many Nisei may want to be in the 
merchant marine or make their career 
as a sailor in the future. Now anyone 
who desires to do so will find the gates 
open. I f  any question of discrimination 
after entering the services should arise, 
that will be another problem.

The national sponsors did effective 
work in ‘supporting national headquar�
ters. Many of them wrote letters to the 

Department, . _' ,■/' I . 'm
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About once a week, the mailman 

comes in with a batch of envelopes for 
which national headquarters pays the 
postage. When they are postmarked 
from Hawaii, it creates a great deal 
of interest because the total is being 
added up every week. In the last Re�
port, we stated that the amount receiv�
ed to date was $427.

Since that date, three bundles of let�
ters have been rceived. The first amount�
ed to $374.00; the second $479100; and 
the third $537.00, making a total of 
$1390.00.

The total amount received as of No�
vember 16 is $1817.00.
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Everyone who has a copy of the forth�

coming Xmas issue of the Pacific Citizen 
is going to keep it as a souvenir. We 
are almost sure of this fact because it 
is going to contain many feature articles 
which will be� worth reading and keep�
ing.

Among the numerous writers will be 
Mr. Dillon S. Myer of the War Relo�
cation Authority; Mr. Roger N. Baldwin, 
national director of the American Civil 
L iberties Union; Mr. A. >L. Wirin of the 
Southern California branch of the ACL U ; 
Professor E lmer Smith of the Univer�
sity of Utah and former community 
analyst of the Minidoka relocation cen�
ter; Mr. Tooru Miatsumoto; and many 
others who are intimately associated 
with the J apanese problem.

There will be sketches of relocation 
center life and numerous cuts to review 
the past.

E xtra copies will be printed. But 
since they are riot going to be too many, 
those desiring to send to friends should 
place their orders immediately.
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Several prominent J ACL ers have been 

appointed as committeemen of the new�
ly organized Boy Scout troop under Min 
Yasui. Those named are Dr. Takashi 
Mayeda, chairman, Yutaka Terasaki, 
George K amayatsu, and Dr. Thomas 
Kobayashi. Assistant scoutmasters are 
Dr. Yosh I to and Toshio Ando.

The troop is being co�sponsored by 
the Denver chapter and the N i s e i  
church.
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One of the unsolved problems is the 
matter of granting citizenship to the 
Issei. Instead of passing special laws 
for  F ilipinos, Hindus, and K oreans and 
eventually for  the J apanese, we hope 
to see a general amendment which will 
strike the words “ineligible to citizen�
ship” from all Orientals or eliminate re�
strictions to anyone on account of his 
place of birth or origin or race.

As Allies of this country, the peopl î 
of the Asiatic countries deserve equal \  
treatment. But those I ssei who have l 
lived in this country, or sent their sons * 
and daughters into the Army; or those jj 
who worked in secret military work; or j 
in important war work or in other lines I 
of whr effort deserve to have recogni� I 
tion far  more than the Allies.

These are the I sseis who have made j 
their choice. In some respects, they are] 
men without a country. They could have] 
been charged with treason i f J apan had! 
won the war because they had aided the 
enemy country.

Surely America could not raise any 
argument, such as they are unassimii� 
able and so forth. Such trivial objections 
fade when the supreme test of loyalty 
was met and the choice was made.

c���	�7<���B��.���o� p

The deadline is fast approaching for 
the Xmas edition. Truly this is the first 
year since December 7, 1941, that we 
can exclaim, “Merry Xmas and a Happy 
New Y ear,”' and' mean it. F riends will 
be looking for  friends because the dis�
persal from the relocation centers and 
the movements back to the West Coast 
have made many lose track of each 
other.

The Pacific Citizen will be the best 
medium to let your friends know where 
you are located today.
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The good old J ACL  spirit is mount�
ing these days. Once again, members 
are talking about the reunion at Den�
ver, Colorado, next March 21 to 24.

M ajor Walter Tsukamoto who handles 
all the wills and other legal problems 
of the military intelligence school grad�
uates from Ft. Sneliing, Minnesota is 
amongst the first .to state that he will 
be ready to answer the roll call. Only 
the Army can stop him. As a national 
board member, which position he holds 
as a past national president, he will 
be a most welcome delegate.

K en Matsumoto, who is our national 
vices president, is residing at Cincinnati, 
Ohio. He should bring a delegation along 
with him.

J ames Sakamoto of Seattle; Dr. T. 
Yatabe from Chicago; F red Tayama 
from Stillwater, Oklahoma; Tom Shima� 
saki from Tooele, Utah,; Tom I seri from 
Ontario, Oregon and Mamorp Waka� 
sugi from Weiser, Idaho will be the na�
tional board members who will be trav�
eling to Denver, Colorado i f they find 
their job will not inconvenience them 
too greatly.

Intermountain visitors to national 
headquarters claim that every "hspter 
will have a strong representation. We 
hope this first post�war convention will 
find the J ACL  once more off to a start 
with a bang!

I t .has been a hard row for  J ACL  
members in the assembly and relocation 
centers and all during the war period. 
Now we can! once again be the “jolly 
good fellows” that all J AiCLers are sup�
posed to be.
_ L ets get on board the convention spe�

cial and meet at Denver, the mile high 
city.
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Sgt. Mike Masaoka, o.ur national sec�

retary on leave, will be returning to the 
mainland. We hope he will be reunited 
with his wife, Etsu, who has been living 
in Evanston, I llinois, since he went over�
seas with the 442nd, by the time this 
Reporter is out.

The last batch of letters which were 
sent to him by his numerous friends 
were returned to national headquarters. 
They were forwarded to him in care of 
his wife.

We hope Mike will have a good rest 
and* rejoin the national headquarters 
staff once again. J ACL  certainly has 
missed him during the past two years 
and a half.
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A, short visit to Denver, Colorado to 
confer with the chapter officials per�
taining to the 1946 national ; convention 
was encouraging. The new officers’ elec�
tion will be held early in December. 
And as soon as the results are known, 
the preparations will be underway in 
�earnest. �  ■—  ̂ �

In the yéars gone by, the host chap�
ter had two years to think and plan 
about the national convention. Such will 
not be the case for  the first post�war 
gathering. And most of the chapters 
belong to the Intermountain and Rocky 
Mountain area. I t is fortunate that 
Denver has become the host city since 
it is the most centrally located. I  doubt 
i f many of the booster delegates could 
come i f any other city had been chosen 
at this stage when conditions are still 
unsettled for  all J apanese Americans.

The Intermountain District Council 
most likely will be sending the largest 
delegation since it has the largest num�
ber of chapters. And the time has been 
set so as to be most convenient for  the 
rural chapters who are the mainstay of 
the national organization at the present 
timé. .�

The Denver chapter .officers raised 
the question about the time set, that is, 
March 21 to 24 inclusive, being a little 
too early. But some of the Intermoun�
tain district chapters' believe that this 
is even a little late for  spring plough�
ing and planting may start i f the sea�
son is early for  them.

The number of delegates who will 
register should be at least 200 accord�
ing to the estimate of the Denver chap�
ter;. officials; divided into 100 official 
and bboster delegates from affiliated 
chapters, and 100 from Denver and its 
outlying districts. This would seem to 
be a very conservative figure.

F or the first postwar national con�
vention, this should be a very good re�
sponse. The Seattle gathering )in 1930 
at which time the national J ACL  was 
formally launched had a total registra�
tion of 111 delegates. There were only 
seven from California and seven chap�
ters in all. Today, despite the effects 
of the evacuation, 23 chapters are part 
of the national body with more expect�
ed to come into existence by the time 
the national convention is called to
order.

A s far as the official delegates are 
concerned, I  am afraid they are going 
to be in for rough sessions. There will 
be many ideas advanced to revamp the 
national body. The changes to the Con�
stitution and By�Laws will be taking 
up considerable time. I  am afraid the 
official delegates must come prepared 
to do serious work while the convention 
is on. In the meanwhile, the chapters 
should hold meetings to discuss ways 
and means of improving the organiza�
tional set�up i f they believe such are
necessary

Some of the matters which should be 
studied seem to be:

a. Active members. The national 
headquarters is receiving 50c for  the 
annual membership card which entitles

the member to the Reporter. The 50c 
was set as an experimental figure. Dur�
ing the past several months, the cost 
of printing and other costs have reveal�
ed the fact that at least $1.00 a year” 
should be assessed. I f the annual mem�
bership fee is doubled, the time may 
come when a special editor may be re�  ̂
tained on a part time basis to take care � 
of the Reporter and the press releases 
of national headquarters. Of course, 
the question which arises first is as to 
whether the publication is a mere dup�
lication of the Pacific Citizen or wheth�
er it is serving a special function for 
the members.

b. Associated Members. The present 
annual due $3.50; $2.00 of which is ap�
plied for  the annual subscription to the / 
Pacific Citizen. With the $.50 for  the 
Reporter, there is only $1.00 left for 
the use of national headquarters. And 
with the various matters sent to the* 
members, ther is hardly any .sum left 
to carry on the educational program of 
the national. Obviously, the time has ? 
been reached when the J ACL  members' 
should contribute more to help the� 
cause. A  raise to $5.00 per annum should 
not be too great a sum since those who 
are nonrmembers must pay $3.00 for 
the Pacific Citizen alone.

c. I ssei Members. There is some 
criticism of the J ACL  because we have 
not let down the bars for  the admission 
of I ssei. The Constitution and By�Laws

.would permit them to become support�
ing members because this classificatin 
does not require citizenship. E ven  
amongst the I ssei themselves, there is 
a strong divided opinion. However, a 
large majority seem to think that it 
would be best to permit the J ACL  to 
continue to function as a citizens’ or�
ganization. F rom the standpoint of 
membership, to admit every one would�‘ 
be one of the means of boosting the 
active and associated membership roll. 
Now that war with J apan has come to 
an end, it may be an appropriate time 
to consider this subject.

d. Voting Rights. The present Con�
stitution and By�Laws has no provision 
for the voting rights of associated 
members. I t has been suggested that, as 
■far as national elective'officers are con�
cerned, that ballots be sent to all mem 
bens prior to the national convention 
and the results announced at the time 
of the gathering. This would seem to 
be one way of giving the general mem�
bership the opportunity to have a voice 
in the organization.

Business matters would be handled 
by* the chapters whose voice may �̂be � 
heard through the official delegates'or 
through chapter meetings.

As far as chapter votes were con�
cerned, it seems to be a settled issue 
that proportionate representation will 
be the procedure. This would seem to 
be the� fair' way with some proviso 
made to prevent a few large chapters 
from dominating the organization.

e. Site for  National Headquarters. 
Although the present national head�
quarters’ staff members are in favor of 
retaining the present location for at 
least two years more in order that the� 
shift of population may be better 
gauged, the delegates will have to de�
cide this question.

f. Pay Scale of Staff Members. At� 
the present time, the highest pay is 
$175 a month with some on the West 
Coast permitted $25 additional for  ex�
penses. This is inadequate as an induce�
ment for the calibre of leaders the 
J ACL  expects for  its regional repre�
sentatives. During the war time, some 
sacrifice could be expected. But hence�1 
forth, a higher scale must be set in 
order that anyone with high qualifica�
tions may be attracted to the Work 
that the organization requires.

g. A  Shake�Up of Entire J ACL  Set�"1 
Up. Regional offices have been estab�
lished in the major regions to cover the. 
J apanese problems in this country. To 
maintain these offices will necessitate 
a budget of about $50,000. Can we con�
tinue on this type of set�up or do we 
have to begin curtailing? During the 
paSt year we have been asking the re�
gional offices to, become self�supporting 
with the aid of the chapters located 
within their jurisdiction. As a result, 
the Denver office is self�supporting. 
The Chicago office with the aid of the 
Chicago chapter is fast moving towards 
this goal. The San F rancisco office has 
the Rosenberg grant for one year. The 
Upkeep of national headquarters could;, 
be maintained by the Intermountain 
area. L os Angeles and Seattle have pos-\  
sibilities. One solution may be to have 
the chapters maintain these regional, 
offices. The only fear with these auton�
omous offices is the danger of lack of 
coordination in policy and' activity.

h. The Pacific Citizen. During the 
past year, the official organ has been 
able to make both ends meet. But it 
has been understaffed with L arry and 
Guyo Tajiri editing the weekly. I f one" 
or two more are added, it will mean 
that there will be a loss. The special 
Xmas edition will help; but this is not 
a business like method of operation.

The dispersal of J apanese to the var�
ious parts of this country is going to 
produce many interesting results. The 
lack of J apanese types was the draw�
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(Continued from page 1) 
place an undue hardship on de�
pendents who are American citi�
zens.

4. R A C E  RESTRICTIVE  C O V E �
NANTS STUNT AM E RICAN IZA�
TION IDEAL S.

a) L egal housing segregations are in 
an unlawful combination in re�
straint of American documentary 
principles.

b) M inority members are kept from at�
taining homes in keeping with as�
pirations and personal standards.

5. RE �DETE RM INATION OF  E VAC�
U AT I ON  CONSTITUTIONAL  I  T Y  
BY  SUPREME COURT.

a) F ree men are faced with an un� 
preoendented power, placed in the 
hands of the military, which can 
be wielded in a threatening fash�
ion against �the civil liberties of 
other groups.

b) Now freed from the constraint of 
military urgency, the Supreme 
Court ought to be given the op�
portunity to reverse its “legaliza�
tion of racism,” particularly in 
view of the war record of J apa�

* nese Americans.
6. COM PENSATION FOR LOSSES 

SU F F E RE D BY  REASON OF 
EVACU ATION.

a) Disproportionate financial dam�
ages, as compared to other civilian 
war losses, were inflicted upon 
evacuees by Executive Order No. 
9066. Subsequent confinement to 
centers stopped their further earn* 
dng power.

b) A  bi�partisan congressional com�
mittee to study losses occasioned 
by Executive Order 9066 would be 
advisable in view of the needy sit� 
uation of many evacuees.

c) Congressional passage of a special 
act would’ enable restitution and 
indèmnification in the Court of 
Claims.

d) The carrying out of Executive Or�
der No.. 9066 was a positive order 
directed against members of one 
race,) penalizing them solely on the 
basis_ of ancestral origin. E xpro�
priation and common thievery of 
their properties resulted.

7. DISCRIM INATORY  C A S U A L T Y  
INSU RANCE  RATE S SHOULD BE 
ABOL ISHED.

a) Alleged higher risks should be dis�
proved through hearings held by 
legislative Interinr Committees and 
the state Insurance Commissioner.

b) J apanese Americans pay premium 
surcharges from 50 per cent to 300 
per cent, or are faced with refus�

8. N ISE I  ADM IN ISTRATIVE  OF F I �
CER I N  VE TE RAN 'S ADM IN IS�
TRATION  DESIRABL E .

a) Possible barriers to full enjoyment 
of the GI Bill of Rights and Bene�
fits by Nisei soldiers can be clear�
ed more readily by a J apanese 
American administrative officer.

b) Problems of Nisei GI ’S are fur�
ther Complicated by the disloca�
tion of their families by evacua�
tion.

9. WORK M EN’S UNEM PL OYM ENT 
I N S U R A N C E  SHOULD BE 
SOUGHT.

a) Workers unemployed by the cir�
cumstance of the Pacific way re�
ceived unemployment compensa�
tion until they were placed in re�
location centers when payments 
ceased. The interrupted benefits 
should be continued for  the period 
set by law.”

J O. RE  � INSTATE M E NT OF  NISE I  
(CIVIL  SERVICE  W O R K E R S  
SHOULD BE FACIL I TATE D.

IT. NON�RECOGNITION OF  CABLE  
ACT SHOULD BE REVERSED.

a) Fédéral legislation permitting Nisei 
women married to Issei to retain 

� their citizenship has been over�
ruled by a district court on the 
basis of alleged dual citizenship.

12. N AVY  E NL ISTM E NT PROHIBI �
TION TO N I SE I  SHOULD BE RE �
TRACTE D.

13. F E DE RAL , STATE , M UNICIPAL

back for new ventures. But with the 
end of hostilities, there is talk of pa�
pers being published in New Y ork City, 
Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Ange�
les. This means that the Pacific Citizen 
is going to face competition even though 
it has no intention of being dragged in�
to such a predicament.

The increased “advertisements being 
received today decrease the space for 
articles. To be of service to the read�
ers and to the cause of J apanese Amer�
icans in this country, there is a def�
inite need for  an increase in the num�
ber of pages. This would mean that 
there may have to be further increase 
in the subscription price for  the adver�
tisements may not cover the increased 
costs.

The Pacific Citizen should be increas�
ed to 12 pages. The main obstacle is the 
cost which must be absorbed somehow. 
I f the circulation could be boosted to 
13,000 to 15,000, the problem may be 
solved.

F E PC SHOULD BE E STABL ISH �
ED.

* * *

FOR AM E RICAN  RESIDENTS OF 
J APANE SE  ANCE STRY

�. c i t i z e n s h i p  t h r u  n a t u r a l i �
z a t i o n  FOR I SSE I  SHOULD BE  
SECURED.

a) With an act establishing Chinese 
eligibility to citizensip and F ilipino 
and E ast Indians enabling act 
pending, American residents of 
J apanese descent should be con�
sidered under an “accepting” legis�
lative bill for  naturalization.

2. DEPORTATION OF  A L I E N S  
SHOUL D BE SUBJ ECT TO J UDI �
CIAL  PROCEEDINGS.

a) J apanese nationals who are detain�
ed should have, their deportation 
reviewed under judicial proceed�
ings where legal evidence, rather 
than supposition and allegation, 
can control the determination. 
Many such aliens have sons in the 
United States Army.

b) International merchants who are 
J apanese aliens engaged in trade 
with* J apan become subject to de�
portation orders. Deprivation of 
the family head and support works 
an especial hardship qpan depend�
ents who are American citizens.

3. RE PARATIONS COMM I  S S I  O N 
SE IZU RE S OF  P R O P E R T Y  
SHOULD BE L E GAL L Y  DETER�

v MINED.
a) I ssei, inadmissable to citizenship, 

have had their properties subject 
to the jurisdiction of Federal Re�
serve Blocked Accounts and the 
Alien Property Custodian. As long 
time residents of their adopted 
country, any confiscation of their 
properties by the Allied Repara�
tions Commission should be on the 
basis of their essential allegiance, 
as determined by judicial proce�
dure. Not only the I ssei but his 
children and dependents who are 
American citizens are affected. 
The sanctity of any impairment to 
American citizenship must be ex�
amined closely.

4. F ISH AND GAME CODE ISSE I  RE �
STRICTIONS ARE  DISCRIM INA�
TORY .

a) The California state legislature 
revised its state fish and game 
code® to prohibit aliens of J apa�
nese descent from engaging in 
commercial or sport fishing.

5. REVOCATION OF  CONTRABAND 
PROH IBITIONS ARE  TIM EL Y .

a) Refusing release of radios, flash� 
� lights, knive&r hows ��end arrows, 
swords and cameras to �Issei seems 
illogical when Nisei can have and 
operate such1 articles in the same 
home as their I ssei parents. War�
t i m e security measures become 
senseless when they are needlessly 
prolonged.

6. REM OVAL  OF  TRAVE L  RESTRIC�
TIONS J U STI F IABL E  BY  CESSA�

TION OF  WAR.
a) Conf ining aliens of J apanese descent 

on a mass basis, even though in�
dividually their sons may have set 
a brilliant war record, is no long�
er justifiable. I ssei are still per� 
mitted*to move about only within 
a five mile radius of their home.
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“The Army is proud and you should 
be proud of the J apanese American 
boys who have fought in the war,” de�
clared Colonel Gordon C. Singles, com�
mander of the 100th Infantry Battalion, 
at a J ACL  meeting held October 25 at 
the Y  auditorium; Two hundred inter�
ested listeners heard the handsome colo�
nel review the formation of the Nisei 
battalion and the part they .played in 
the battles in Europe;

Colonel Singles first metithe 100th 
at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. I fe joined 
them later at Anzio and fought with 
them up the I talian boot, through F rance 
and into the Vosges mountains. A fter 
a brief rest at the Rivera, Colonel Sin�
gles was ,given command of the 397th 
infantry regiment of the 100th division 
which he led into inside Germany.

Minoru Yasui, first vice�president of 
the Denver chapter, presided over the 
meeting. He introduced members of his 
Boy Scout troop who served as a color 
guard. Taki Domoto, J r., p r es i d en t ,  
announced the Christmas ball and the 
national convention which is to be held 
next year in Denver. Miss Susie Taki� 
moto rendered two vocal solos accom�
panied by E iko Watanabe.

Following the meeting there was 
dancing and refreshments.
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There will be a few more copies of 
“They Work F or V ictory” available. No 
extra editions .will be printed. There�
fore, when the'present supply is gone, 
it will be the end. The cost is too pro�
hibitive for  new types and composition. 
Those who want to make use of these 
remaining copies should place their or�
ders immediately.
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An innocent looking envelope arrived 
from St.. Paul, Minnesota. F rom the 
handwriting, the sender was known. But 
the contents made the national head�
quarters buzz with excitement.

The surprise news was the announce�
ment of the engagement of our staunch 
standby, the young lady who pioneer�
ed the fund drives amongst our Cauca�
sian friends in the East last year and 
tqok charge of our San Francisco* of�
fice from J anuary of this year as soon 
as the ban to the West Coast was l i ft�
ed bjK the Western Defense Command.

Our Congratulations and best wishes 
to MissNTeiko Ishida and ex�Sergeant 
K uroiwa, We understand the wedding 
plans call for  the ceremonies to take 
place in Utah. We shall be looking for�
ward to the happy day.

We know all J ACL ers will want to 
extend their congratulations to Teiko 
who left San F rancisco With L arry and 
Guyo Tajiri to set up national headquar�
ters and start the Pacific Citizen in Salt 
Lake City. Without Teiko’s great sac�
rifice, we doubt i f the trying days of 
1942 could have been successfully weath�
ered.
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October 28 was a big day for  the of�
fice members for  everyone was down 
at Ogden, Utah,, to witness the wedding 
of K imi Toyota to Hideo Iwamoto. The 
engagement had been formally announc�
ed about a year and a half ago, soon 
after K imi joined the national headquar�
ters staff.

The young couple are making their 
home in Salt Lake City where the .bride�
groom is occupied with his profession as 
an optician. We are glad that the bride 
is back with us for  we certainly neied 
experienced help to catch up with_the 
accumulated work, what with the finan�
cial drives, Pacific Citizen Xmas edition 
and other reports and pamphlets coming 
out one after another.
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When Amache relocation center closed 
last month, most of its inhabitants chose 
to go back to the West ¡Coast. The pa�
pers state that more than 2,000 J apa�
nese reJ ocatees in Colorado have left 
to return to the West Coast since the 
restrictions have been removed. In 1944 
Colorado had more than 7,000 .persons 
of J apanese ancestry registered, of 
Whom more than 2,300 lived in Denver. 
Almost every week people are leaving 
for  their former homes.

Regina and Matsu Miyata have sold 
their home and are returning to San 
J ose, California. Rev. Roydan Susu�Mago 
has returned to L os Angeles to take 
over the pastorate of an inter�racial 
church there. Dois and Albert Mordmoto 
are packing their bags preparatory to 
leaving for  the coast. They will be join�
ed shortly, by E ichi and May Sakaguchi.

Mr. and Mrs. George Ohashi, drove to 
San Franosico early this month on busi�
ness.

Charles and Yuki Kamayatsu spent 
arf enjoyable week’s vacation at Estes 
park; a .nearby� mountain resort.

I t was wedding bells for Barbara 
Iwamoto and Steve Mayeda on Wednes�
day/October 31. They were married at 
a qbiet ceremony at Trinity Methodist 
cfiurch.

Sus Hada came into town for  an 
emergency furlough. His father was 
critically ill at St. Luke’s hospital but 
is now well on the road to recovery.

Mr. and Mrs. Yutaka had a houseful 
of guests at their housewarming. They 
bought a new* home about a month ago.

¡Condolences are being extended Alice 
Arnano and her brothers whose father 
passed away on October 13. He was a 
Denver pioneer having lived here forty 
years.

Heartfelt sympathies are also extend�
ed to Mrs. Helen Y uge. Her mother 
died recently after a protracted illness.

Mr. K ido visited' Denver to discuss 
the forthcoming national convention with 
the Denver chapter cabinet. Plans are 
being formulated and local committees 
will be named shortly.
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All chapters are urged to complete 
their election of officers by J anuary 1, 
1946. And the names and addresses of 
the officers should be sent in to national 
headquarters as soon as possible.
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To highlight the Christmas holidays 
with memorable events, the Denver 
chapter has announced it will sponsor a 
Christmas ball on Wednesday, Decem�
ber 26 at the Silver Glade ballroom of 
the Cosmopolitan hotel. Happy L ogan’s 
orchestra will furnish the music.

The holiday dance is expected to draw 
more people than the record crowd of 
four hundred Who attended the chap�
ter’s inaugural ball last J une. Pete Fu� 
ruta, talented songbird, has been ap�
pointed master of ceremonies. An inter�
mission floor show is being planned.

Price of tickets will be announced in 
the near future. Everyone is cordially 
invited to attend the ball.
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E ver since the> Christian Science Mon�
itor came out with the story about" the 
seizure of property of J apanese aliens in 
this country, it has been a matter of 
grave concern for  all Nisei and Issei. I f 
the parents should lose everything, then 
many who are going to school will have 
to abandon their education. And the Issei 
would be left penniless and therefore 
forced to go on relief. Complications 
of various sorts were bound to arise.

Because of the gravity of the prob�
lem, national headquarters immediately 
wired to President Truman at the White 
House for  clarification. A lso letters were 
written to various friends to ascertain 
whether M r.'E dwin Pauley, the Ameri�
can chief on the Allied Reparations 
Committee, had really made such a 
statement.

The answer has finally arrived. Ac�
cording to his letter to Mr. Daniel Mar�
shall of the Catholic Inter�Racial Coun�
cil, the following was contained:

TH E  WH ITE  HOUSE 
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Marshall:
With reference to your letter of Oc�

tober 18, the source of the statement 
which you quote may have been a mis�
understanding of what I  said at a press 
conference in L os Angeles in September.

At that press conference, to the “best 
of my recollection, I  stated that what�
ever might be recovered by the United 
States through, reparations would be 
most insignificent compared to the cost 
of the war to us; and illustrated this by 
pointing out the comparatively small 
amount of J apanese property which has 
been seized by the Alien Property Custo�
dian in this country. In making refer�
ence to the property held by the Alien 
Property Custodian, I  pointed out that 
this included items ranging from large 
business houses down to such property 
as the J apanese comer grocery store. '

I  am sure you are already familiar 
with the type of cases in which J apa�
nese property has been seized by the 
Alien Property Custodian. I t is hot my 
function or intention to attempt to en�
large on the scope of cases in which the 
Alien P roperty Custodian determines it 
desirable to vest J apanese property.

I  am as appreciative as you are of 
the valiant job done in this war by 
American soldiers of J apanese ancestry.

With kindest regards, I  am 
M ost sincerely,

/s / Edwin W. Pauley
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On Sale at J ACL  offices: $1 per copy.
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October 15�22

An Issei came to our office asking us 
to help him secure a new alien registra� 

, tion card which he had lost in moving 
to Denver. Went with him to the immi�
gration office to interpret for  him. The 
card was secured for him.

About six of us J ACL  members at�
tended Dr. A lpenfel’s lecture at Morey 
J unior high school. A ll of us were deep�
ly impressed With her talk.

Colonel Singles had expressed, a de�
sire to visit boys from the 100th in�
fantry at F itzsimmons General hospital. 
Contact was made with the public rela�
tions officer there who furnished us 
with names of Nisei boys who were pa�
tients. Arranged with tbe WRA photog�
rapher to take pictures of the visit. We 
will go out next Monday afternoon.

Mrs. K obayashi volunteered to drive 
me out to the hospital so that we could 
see some of the boys who would be 
paid a visit by the colonel. We saw 
several df them and had a short visit 
with each.

Notices for this Thursday’s J ACL  
meeting were sent out. Colonel Singles 
is scheduled to speak. A fter his talk 
there will be a social period. The Y oung 
People’s Society which holds regular 
Thursday night dances has been invited 
to join us so that we might use the 
phonograph together. Cider and donuts 
will be served. Notices to this effect 
were sent to the papers. Before the 
meeting there will be a dinner in the 
Y  dining room with Colonel and Mrs. 
Singles, the cabinet members and boys 
from F itzsimmons.

October 22�29

Hikaru Iwasaki, WRA photographer, 
went out to F itzsimmons General hospit�
al with me to take pictures of the 100th 
boys convalescing there. Colonel Singles 
was waiting for  us. Took down the his�
tory of the six boys whom we were able 
to meet. Everyone of them wore many 
decorations. An entire afternoon was 
spent in visiting the boys.

, The Denver Unity Council called an 
executive committee meeting. Most of 
the time was taken up with reports of 
new officers. Councilman J ames F res�
ques attended and explained how liquor 
licenses are issued in the city. Since 
the business for  the evening was not 
completed, the chàirman called for an�
other meeting later in thé week.

The WRA phoned and asked for. cap�
tions for  the photos which were taken 
earlier in the week. A  set of "the photos 

'were mailed to the Pacific Citizen.
Sixteen of us had dinner together at 

the Y  before the J ACL  meeting. We 
had driven out to the hospital to pick 
up some of the boys. About 200 people 
attended our meeting. A  report of that 
meeting is given elsewhere in this issue.

We are taking part in the Victory 
Loan. Football tickets will be given 
early purchasers for  a game to be play�
ed November 25.

October 29 —  November 5

There has been quite a bit of enthus�
iasm here in regard to the national 
J ACL  convention.

Dean Roberts called a Denver Unity 
Council meeting on Tuesday in his 
study. Most of the discussion was cen�
tered on the raising of funds. The Un�
ity Council is nqw compiling informa�
tion on minority veterans. I f Nisei vet�
erans have complaints to make regard�
ing treatment received at the hands 
of veterans’ organizations, this office 
would appreciate hearing from them.

Taki Domoto called a cabinet meeting 
tp draw up a slate of officers for  next 
year and also to discuss the convention. 
The ballots will go out in the mails the 
first week of December and officers 

’ will be announced at the Christmas ball 
on December 26. We are also consider�
ing calling together delegates from var�
ious Colorado chapters for  a meeting. 
We are interested in securing their sup�
port for the convention next year.

The Christmas ball will be held the 
day after Christmas. E arly next year 
the chapter will sponsor a rally dance.

This coming week we plan to devote 
our energies to the Christmas issue of 
the Pacific Citizen and secure ads.

November 5 to 12

Most of the week was spent in an�
swering mail and filing correspondence. 
Taki Domoto has beeu working, on the 
P. C. ads. We typed up a fi le of those 
which appeared in last year’s issue. We 
are asking some of our cabinet officers 
to help in this work.

The WRA office phoned and asked 
for information on Colonel Singles. We 
told them what we knew.

Some local clergymen were concerned 
about Ben K uroki not wanting to see 
Denver again because of an insulting 
remark made against him.

We have two secretarial job offers 
but have not found girls to take them. 
So many have gone into civil service 
and are used to good salaries.
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By SABURO K IDO
My _ visit to L osx Angeles and San 

F rancisco commencing from October 10 
was depressing in many respects. The 
most important thing of course is the 
realization that the dosing of the. relo�
cation centers may be progressing on 
schedule but the problem is merely be�
ing shifted to the “free zone” which 
may complicate the outlook for  all per�
sons of J apanese ancestry on the West 
Coast. The problem of housing and em�
ployment for  many is going hand in 
hand with that of the serious question 
of relief. P rior to the evacuation, the 
J apanese people were proud of being 
off relief rolls even during the depths 
of the last depression. E very family 
member and friend helped each other 
which resulted in the silly charges that 
the J apanese government may have been 
financing them and so forth. Today, 
there is the feeling of futility in trying, 
to conceal the need for  public relief. And 
since the situation was created through 
the government’s action, no one feels 
the stigma of receiving aid. This is a 
great change.
L ’lL  TOK YO AGAIN

L os Angeles is going to have its L ’il 
Tokyo again. I t was reported that al�
ready there were 21 eating places open 
or being prepared for  business.# Some 
were doing landslide business while oth�
ers were barely making ends meet. This 
knocked the idea that I  had about any�
one being able to make money when he 
opens an eating place these days. There� 
must be a good cook or some attraction 
to bring in the customers. I t was good 
to see white, colored and J apanese eat�
ing at one place. Of course this did 
hot apply to the cafes or restaurants 
serving strictly J apanese food. A lW irin, 
J ACL ’s special counsel and ACL U ’s at�
torney for  the Southern branch, hounded 
me to feed him sukiyaki. Evidntly he 
was impressed with my cooking when he 
was in Salt Lake City recently. But 
there was no sukiyaki house or a pri�
vate family whose kitchen we could bor�
row for  the evening. Scotty and his 
wife, Setsu, had not found a place of 
their own as yet.

The old Miyako H otel on the corner of 
East F irst and South San Pedro is go�
ing to be back in J apanese hands from 
November 1. I  stopped at this place 
which was still under Negro .manage�
ment. I  nearly had to sleep in the park 
the second night. I  had not checked out 
so I  thought my room would be re�
served for  me. Imagine my surprise and. 
consternation when the room clerk told 
me at 10:30 p. m. that I  had been check�
ed out since I  had not paid my next 
day’s rent. I  was lucky to have a room 
without a bath because I  noticed that 
there was no vacancy after that until 
my departure.

The old Shokin building is known as 
the Vimcar building. I t had been closed 
during the duration of the war and has 
been opened only recently. The trouble 
with thfs place is that the rent is high, 
$75 a room. However, doctors and den�
tists are taking up the space because 
the building is centrally located. J ACL ’s 
office is located here. We are getting a 
special rate for  four months after which 
we shall have to decide whether to con�
tinue the office in L os Angeles or close 
up. Everything depends upon the ser�
vice we can render, the need for  such 
an office, and the finances of national 
headquarters.
PERM ANENT RESIDENTS

An interesting observation I  heard 
while talking about the returning J apa�
nese was that the Issei will make a 
fast comeback because they have made 
up their mind to be a part of America • 
and will no longer think of going back 
or sending their money to J apan. I f 
this should. be true, it'wil l help to lay a 
firmer foundation than before the evac�
uation. We hope this statement is true.

The biggest question of course is 
housing. The defense housing projects 
and the army barracks which have been 
coming into the hands of the WRA are 
the life�savers. But they have their in�
conveniences and shortcomings. They 
may be a little better than the center 
barracks.. Sooner or later, family people 
wjll have to have a little more privacy 
if they desire to give proper training to 
the growing children.
BOARD OF  E QU AL IZATION

On Monday, October 15, I  went to the 
Superior Court of L os Angeles County 
in the City Hall where A1 Wirin of the 
ACL U  and Dan Marshall of the .Catholic 
Inter�Racial Council were representing 
Dr. Ken Sugino, a serviceman’s father, 
and an optometrist, in his suit to cenfpel 
the State Board of Equalization to is�
sue him a sales tax pefmit. When the 
judge came on the bench, it was a most 
interesting event I  have witnessed in 
a long time. I t made me wonder i f «} 
were in California or not. The judge 
proceeded to roast Mr. Bonnelli for  call�
ing his honor names about three years 
ago when the State Board1 of Equal�
ization member was trying to disqual�
ify every judge in L os Angeles County 
for  his trial. When the attorney gen�
eral’s office presented a letter from the 
Board! that not only Dr. Sugino’s license 

(Continued on page 4)
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but fifteen other J apanese had been clear�
ed and that in the future, all J apanese 
appicants will be treated on the same 
basis as any other applicant, the� case 
had to be dismissed. But the fact that 
those letters became official record, was 
a complete victory for  the two attorneys 
who were trying hard to get something 
more than just the license for  Dr. Su� 
gino.

Mr. Bonnelli had been advised that his 
stand was illegal. But he defied! the opin�
ion of the Attorney General's office and 
was even going to try to circumvent any 
court orders by stalling. However, when 
he was sued and the attorney general 
told him to get his own attorney at his 
own cost, it must have hit him in the 
spot which he most dreads. Anyone who 
has such discriminatory treatment in the 
f̂uture may bear in mind the fact that 
he may have a civil damage suit against 
such state officials, especially on those 
like Mr. Bonnelli who intentionally 
flaunt the law to vent their prejudice.

I  spent almost one whole afternoon 
with Mr. A1 Wirin,, discussing the vari�
ous legal problems facing the returnees. 
Th case of paramount importance is of 
course the F red Oyama escheat case in 
San Diego. Mr. Wirin said that he was 
going to take it to the State .Supreme 
Court and the United States Supreme 
Court i f necessary.

TEST CASE
There is no do.ubt that the Oyama 

case is a good test case because the 
facts are good. Mr. K . Oyama had pur�
chased real property for  his son Fred 
about ten years ago. He retained an at�
torney and obtained letters of guardian�
ship over his son’s estate  ̂This is as 
far  as he went. Evidently, he managed 
the property without filing any report 
as guardian subsequently. Now the state 
claims that the property was purchased 
by the father as a subterfuge and that 
therefore there was a violation of the 
California Alien Land Law.

The J ACL  feels that this is the fun�
damental question which should be re�
affirmed by the California 'Supreme 
Court. I n the Yano guardianship and 
F ujita escheat cases, the principles that 
the father who is an alien ineligible for . 
citizenship can make a bona fide gift 
of money to his citizen children to pur�
chase real property and that the said 
father can become a guardian over the 
Property were determined. The court in 
the Y ano case further stated that even 
i f the father bought the property to 
evade the Alien Land Law, once the 
property was conveyed to the minor 
child, the father had no interest in the 
said property.

I f the two decisions propound the law, 
then in the F red Oyama case, what 
the father did or did not do after the 
property became F red’s should be of no 
effect on the title. Winning the Oyama 
case on this point would be nfbst val�
uable in clearing the cloud over many 
of the cases against which escheat pro�
ceedings have been taken.

Mr. Wirin is most anxious to have the 
validity of the Alien Land Law itself 
tested; I f this could be done, it would 
be wonderful because the present Unit�
ed State Supreme Court justices may 
take an entirely different attitude than 
the judges of over 20 years ago.

Another point which is being raised 
is the application of the statute of lim�
itations. And the unfair presumption 
that i f consideration is paid by an alien 
ineligible for  citizenship, there is the 
intent to evade the Alien Land Law will 
be tested. _  , , ■ ,,

The desire of the ACL U  to test the 
authority and the power of the Federal 
Government to deport enemy aliens was 
revealed.

VE TE RAN ’S VIEWPOINT
On my way home, when I  stopped at 

the J ACL  hostel in Sacramento, I  met 
Chaplain Yamada of the 442nd and 
about twelve other Hawaiian Nisei who 
had served overseas with the combat 
team and the Merrill’s Marauders and 
one Caucasian. I  asked them what the 
soldiers thought about the Tule Lake 
repatriates. They frankly stated that ̂  at 
least 90 per cent of the Nisei soldiers 
would be violently against them. The 
normal reaction of the volunteers may 
be as stated. But among the 5500, there 
must be many who may have been 
coerced. And how about those who are 
not 21 among the girls and below 18 
among the boys ? J ACL  will not partic�
ipate in any test case in the initial 
stages but will watch the developments. 
We would like to see justic done by 
having a fair  treatment of the individual 
cases. A s far as w e. know, the J ustice 

.Department has been very considerate.
*  The California legislature finally pass�
ed a fishing law which denies licenses to 
aliens ineligible to citizenship. This 
means that the ¡I ssei cannot go out fish�
ing. Mr. Wirin is conferring with the 
representatives of the fisherman’s asso�
ciation on the question of testing the 
constitutionality of this new law. J ACL  
has promised its support and cooper�
ation.

While at the San F rancisco office, a

man came in and informed us that there 
is a law which denies surveyor’s license 
to an alien ineligible to citizenship.

All in all, there are many test cases 
which must be instituted i f the rights 
of the Issei are to be clarified. This will 
require money.

L EGAL  RIGHTS DEFENSE

In view of the many problems, the 
movement sponsored by the San F ran�
cisco J ACL  office assumes special im�
portance. I t is the project to raise 
around $100,000 for  legal defense fund.
I  personally felt that the committee was 
overly'optimistic, but many seemed con�
fident of success.

I  remained over till the evening of the 
22nd to attend the weekly committee 
meeting. I  advanced the plan that i f as�
surance can be given that all cases in�
volving the legal rights of persons of 
J apanese ancestry can be handled by 
one law firm in Southern California and 
another in Northern 'California, it may 
be one way of saving a great deal of 
atomey’s fees. In this connction, I  
thought the minimum amount to be rais�
ed would be $50,000. I f the plan/ were 
to be used in the fund drive, I  asked 
that in the event that the minimum 
amount could not be raised, the money 
would be refunded since we would not 
be able to live up to our promise. The 
committee is considering the matter and 
may revise their approach by not mak�
ing specific committments as to how 
much will be done.

As far as the San F rancisco residents 
are concerned, I  believe they are for �
tunate in having pioneers like Mr. K . 
Togasaki and Mr. M. Tsukamoto back. 
Also Mr. K . Ikeda of Sacramento and 
Mr. K oda of Dos Palos are active new�
comers.

RACE  RIOTS
The racial problem of the West Coast 

was summed up for  me by Mr. Carey 
McWilliams when I  dropped in to see 
him in Los Angles. He was all wrapped 
up in the Gerad L . K . Smith matter. 
McWilliams thought race riots may be 
possible within the next eight to twelve 
months. The most likely spots were (1) 
Portland where there has been a large 
influx of Negroes; (2) the E ast Bay 
of San Francisco area; and (3) the Los 
Angeles region with either the Mexi�
cans or the Negroes involved.

When I  mentioned this fact to Mr. 
Lawrence Hewes of the American Coun�
cil on Race Relations, he said that con�
ditions were, improving. Both Hewes 
and McWilliams believed that the race 
baiters were definitely beaten as far  as 
the J apanese question was concerned. 
They expected sporadic outbursts here 
and there*, but that the public was now 
accepting the return of the evacuees. 
The big test was when the first special 
trains began arriving in California. 
When no trouble brewed on a mass scale, 
it was the proofs that the public was not 
going to make any last ditch opposi�
tion.

In this connection, there is a friend in 
San F rancisco who has been taking a 
private poll of public opinion before ev�
ery election time. E arly this year when 
I  saw him, he told me that the public 
was Strongly against the return of even 
the loyal J apanese Americans. A ncron 
this trip, he informed me that he was 
again taking his poll and had listed the 
question pertaining to the J apanese 
Americans. He was pleased to note that 
at least a large majority were now in 
favor of the return.

The thing that I  have noticed on this 
trip is the fact that most of the evac�
uees who have returned to California 
are the I sseis. Hardly any of our former 
young leaders are back as yet. This 
makes* the task of the Issei more dif�
ficult as far as adjustment with the gen�
eral public is concerned.

CENTER COMPLEX
Even i f the leaders should return, un�

less some of the people from the relo�
cation centers change their attitude, it. 
is going to discourage any civic mind�' 
edness. The case at Hunter’s Point will 
serve as an example. Because the J apa�
nese who have returned from Topaz had 
to either take over the cafeteria or go 
to town to eat, they assessed $5 a per�
son, including women and children, to 
raise the working capital of $1000. I t 
was hard work, but things were getting 
in shape. Then the second contingent 
came in from Topaz. Immediately ru�
mors began to circulate that the first 
group was trying to make money from 
those who came in later. The manager 
of the cooperative cafeteria was ready 
to quit because he claimed that there 
was nothing but gr ief and no apprecia�
tion. #

Another instance we heard was about 
a man! who was helping a local hostel. 
The rumor around town was that he 
was making at least $150 a month. 

i "When the person who owns the build�
ing which was being used as a hostel 
spoke to me, he indignantly denied that 
the man in question�was making any 
profit.

The leaders who have had unfortunate 
experiences in the relocation centers are 
reluctant about carrying on civic work 
for  the general welfare. I t seems that 
everyone had to do something while they 
were in the camps whether hey liked

it or not. There was ho escape from the 
pressure of the block or the camp as a 
whole.. But now that they are in the 
normal stream of community li fe, every�
one is supporting himself and can stay 
away from gatherings i f he so desires. 
Since he is busy making his own liv�
ing, there is little time left to worry 
about others. And even i f there is time, 
knowing that leadership is an unthank�
ful job amongst the J apanese people, he 
is most reluctant in showing his face.

The three years of center life has de�
veloped a peculiar complex amongst the 
residents. Everyone who tries to serve 
the community is suspected of having 
some selfish motive. No one believes that 
there are people who want to help oth�
ers through their love of mankind.

One Issei stated that “back�biting,” 
/jealousy of anyone who is making pro�
gress, the weakness of not giving cred�
it where credit is due constitute the 
shortcomings of the J apanese in this 
country. We agree with him for we know 
from experience. The N isei have inher�
ited this bad trait Nto a certain extent. 
This is the reason why it is doubtful i f 
there wall be any strong unified group 
outside of the J AlCL and religious bod�
ies.
J OBS

The employment situation is not too 
promising for  the men of the white col�
lar job class. The women seem to find 
jobs plentiful. No longer is a Nisei girl 
satisfied with a $125 secretarial job. The 
pay scale is much higher. We are happy 
that the Nisei girls have a high regard 
for  themselves. We hope they have the 
qualifications so that the reputation of 
the N isei workers will become excellent. 
Such a thing could mean more jobs for 
all persons of J apanese ancestry.

So far price scales have been main�
tained. This is true with gardeners. And 
as far  as houseworkers are concerned, 
the J apanese know their way more or 
less. Mrs. Leslie Ganyard of the Rosen�
berg Foundation was particularly con�
cerned about this problem because she 
thought any price�cutting by ai J apanese 
would have a disastrous effect on public 
relations.
PETAL U M A

The trip that J oe Masaoka and I  took 
to the Petaluma district was very edu�
cational. We saw the poultry ranches 
without hens. Upon inquiry we learned 
that because of the high prices of fry�
ers in the black market, chicken ranch�
ers had gone into the raising of fryers 
rather than egg laying hens. This may 
explain the reason for  the San F rancis�
cans running short of eggs.

Because of the high cost of chicks 
and feed, it has not been easy for  the 
evacuee poultry ranches to get back on 
their feet. The chicken coops have been 
left in a bad condition. Evidently the 
tenants were not interested in cleaning 
the place but making the most money 
during the shortest period. With the 
break of the “black market” operations 
after V�J  day, prices of pullets and 
chicks have dropped so when next spring 
rolls around, the poultry ranch may be 
ready for  operation.
S. F . J APANE SE  TOWN 
. Because of the housing shortage in 
San F rancisco, there are more people 
living in Berkeley than before the war. 
In order to obtain living quarters, many 
are going into domestic work. F or those 
without children, this may be the best 
money making job which will ̂  eliminate 
the worry of the high cost of living. F or 
young couples it may give them a 
chance to save up capital for  business 
ventures later on.. At the present time, 
for  anyone who wants to start anything, 
the costfis prohibitive unless the per�
son has a large capital.

San F rancisco’s J apanese town will 
not come back for  a long time i f ever. 
I t is a “slum area.” And since it has 
been a semi�residential district instead 
of a business section like the I ’il Tokyo 
of Los Angeles, to get back into the same 
quarters i® going to be difficult. Grant 
Avenue is fully occupied by Chinese. 
And the landlords have been boycotting 
J apanese. The V�J  day may have chang�
ed their attitude. When trade relations 
with J apan is established again, there 
may be further opportunities for  im�
porters and exporters; but no one knows 
what the future is in this field. 
NE GRO�J APANESE

The Negro�J apanese relationship in 
L os Angeles and elsewhere must be 
guarded carefully. Unfortunately, J apa�
nese, Negroes and Mexicans are placed 
in the same district because of residen�
tial restrictions. F or this reason, there 
is bound to be some resentment against 
the returning J apanese property own�
ers by those who are displaced. In L os 
Angeles, it is reported that a J apanese 
purchased a hotel’s lease and served 
notice on all the Negro tenants. Friends 

'intervened and advised that the change 
be made gradually instead of abruptly. 
Evem i f there is a right to take action, 
it is important that tact be applied.

The Negroes on the whole are sympa�
thetic towards the J apanese. They un�
derstand that the district they are oc�
cupying belonged to Hie evacuees. Such 
being the case, they are saying that the 
returnees are entitled to the place. Most 
Ikely the former J apanese districts will

be shared by the J apanese and the Ne�
groes because many Negroes have either 
purchased property or made invest�
ments.

SH IFT IN  POPUL ATION

The J apanese population centers  ̂on 
the West Coast are shifting. This may 
be only temporary. Only about half of 
the pre�evacuation population is return�
ing after the closing of the relocation 
centers. L os Angeles is fast reaching 
its former number. San J ose and the 
Fresno area have reached or will exceed 
the pre�war number. Berkeley falls into 
the same class. Sacramento will be filled 
with the Tule Lake people most likely. 
iCaties like Salinas, Watsonville, San 
F rancisco, and Stockton have not re�
gained their former number. And the 
chances are they may not for  many 
years to come.

NE WSPAPE R

# While in L os Angeles and San Fran�
cisco, there was talk about the Rafu 
Shimpo and the J apanese American 
Ne&s being started. The people seem to 
feel that the Utah Nippo or the Rocky 
Shihmpo or the Colorado Times took too 
long a time to arrive. FTirthenpore, for 
those who wapt to have news inserted, 
unless they can plan at least~6ne to two 
weeks ahead, it is difficult to let the peo�
ple know through the news columns. The 
cry for  a local paper may become 
stronger as more people resettle on the 
West Coast.

The same reason may be the basis 
for  the talk about starting a J apanese 
newspaper in New Y ork City and Chi�
cago. F rom my experience of the past, 
I  know that some people are going to 
lose money i f they do not know how 
expensive it is to start a newspaper. I  
remember the saying, “I t is hard to 
start a newspaper; but once it is start�
ed,. it is the hardest thing to die off.” 
And yet, the time may come when there 
may be only small newspapers serving 
thgir local community.

RE L IE F

What is to be done about the relief 
cases ? Those who are able to receive 
aid from the counties need not worry. 
But there are going to be many who 
will mot be over 65 and who may not 
qualify for  the ordinary relief. Who is 
going to take care of them? The hos�
tels or housing projects will not be able 
to carry the load.

Another problem is that of juvenile 
delinquency. Some of the hostels are 
having problems of petty theft, the 
same type of stealing which was like 
an epidemic in the assembly and relo�
cation centers in the initial stages. The 
evil influences of the centers are creep�
ing up. Many of the parents have lost 
the respect of their children and cannot 
exercise any authority over them be�
cause the children claim that the par�
ents did not feed them. I t was the gov�
ernment who took care of them. And this 
is the point which every parent must 
be careful of when1 he seeks relief from 
the government. This may be the easiest 
way out temporarily. In the long run, it 
may be disastrous to the. family unity 
and the ruination of the future of the 
children whose outlook on life may be�
come warped.

WH AT OF  TH E  F U TU RE ?

Everywhere the returnees are groping 
around to bring themselves back to nor�
mal thinking. The WRA will be closing 
its office gradually after the first of 
the year 1946. A t the most, it can con�
tinue until J uly 1, of next year. Who is 
to take its place? The anti�J apanese 
feeling will not completely subside by 
that time.

Thinking I ssei are already pondering 
about this problem. The time is coming 
when the greater part of the burden 
must be shouldereed by the J apanese 
themselves. F or those of us who have 
been working through the J ACL , it 
seems as i f the day has come when more 
and more people are going to look to�
wards the league for  guidance and lead�
ership. This is the organization through 
which the community leaders amongst 
the� Niseei can be trained. I t has been 
able to survive the ordeals of the war 
even when the J apanese people were 
rabidly against it.

K oenkais are being organized in var�
ious parts of the country. I  am hop�
ing that more communities will rally 
to the support of the league and help us 
re�activate chapters before trouble 
comes to awaken the community from 
its slumber.
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