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Greetings from another of the Kimgman family.

In the current West Coast.press, there is
much prediction of the "inevitable ill-treatment
of Japanese Americans at the hands of msn in
uniform returning from service in the armed forces".

We know -that some such deplorable action is
possible, but we are convinced that the danger
is grosgly exaggerated.

In writing te you, we are asking what your
reactions are to the presentation of such a
dark picture of future treatment of Japanese
Americans at -the hands of our-returning army.

We would like very much to be able to use your
reply, and will or will not use your name, as
you wish. We promise to be most scrupulous in
keeping this promise.
With warm personal regards,

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman
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“... Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Roosevelt, February 1, 1943
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

\ e SAN Francisco, CALIFORNIA, OFFICE
I Teply, please refer to: WHircoms HoTeL BUILDING

August 3, 1943

Mrs. Ruth Kingmen

Seoretery, American Principles
and Fair Play Committee

2234 Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

You heve asked for suggestions which might be utilized
in replying to the letter the Governor wrote to lr. Lundberg on
July 16. They are as follows:

In the last paragraph on page 1, the Governor states thet
the Japanese were rightfully evacuated from this area and placed
in Relocetion Centers under authority conferred by Congressional
act and signed by the President. It should be pointed out that
this was not done under Congressional act, but the evacuation took
place under the authority of Executive Order No. 9066; and the
relocation progream under which the War Relocation Authority
program operates is provided for in Executive Order No. 9102.

At the bottom of page 3, the point is made that the evacua-
tion order was issued by General DeWitt to insure the safety of the
area and that General DeWitt has indicated that none of the
evacuees should be returned. It should be pointed out that no
one at the present time, as far as we know, is arguing for the
return of the evacuees to the coastal area at this time; but it
also should be pointed out that at the time the evacuation was
ordered and before the freeze order was put into effect, there
were no plans for Relocation Centers and the evacuees were allowed
to go at will to any part of the country outside of the evacuated
area for practically the whole month of March. The only reasons
the freeze order was put into effect were because of the diffi=-
culties that were encountered because of relocation in other areas
and because it did not seem possible that the necessary speed would
be assumed unless an orderly procedure were established.

This same matter is referred to agasin on page 4 where the
Governor states that he personally chose to teke the opinion of
the Commanding General who is cherged with our safety, rather then
the views of experimenters who sometimes fall into the error of
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supporting their theories to the extent of disregarding very
obvious precautions that should be taken ageinst the dangers
of modern warfare. He goes on to say that evidence which has
recently come to light in some of the Reloocation Centers shows
& shocking indifference to the safety factor. It could again
be pointed out here that the Cormanding General, during the
early part of the evacuation, merely ordered the evacuation
end merely allowed the people to go wherever they wished without
any check, and that the War Relocation Authority hes . been the
conservative, in that we have made a very careful check on the
whereabouts“of all those released from the Centers.

On page 5 at the end of the first peragraph, the Governor
refers to the fact that Japanese react even more stron ly because
their government is their religion as well, and their Emperor is
their God. It might well be pointed out that approximately 50
percent of the total population are Christians and = very much
larger percentage of the United States citizens are Christiens
and that 72 percent of those born in this country have never seen
Japan,.

In the next to the last paregraph on page 5, the Governor
refers to the fact that if General DeWitt or the F.B [+ would
pass favorably upon the release of individuals, he would eccept
the decision cheerfully and without question. The whole reloca=

tion policy and the leave progrem were discussed with Mr. J. Edger
Hoover previous to the time they were revised on October l, Fol=-
lowing this disocussion with Mr. Hoover and with Attorney General
Biddle, a letter approving the program as outlined at that time
was sent to the War Relocation Authority by the Attorney General,
indicating that the Department of Justice would approve the
programe

These, I believe, are the only suggestions we have.

Sincerely yours,

;§>\vtfz /%Zi/}/
Director C//
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August 5, 1943

Mrs. Alfred MclLaughlin
3575 Clay Street
San Francisco,California

Dear Mrs. McLaughlin:-

I herewith express my deep appreciation for your
kind invitation to attend the luncheon at the Hotel
Whitcomb this day, at which luncheon Dillon S. Myer,
head of the War Rel ion Department, was the guest
speaker,

I believe Mr. Myer to be a very clever man, and
he presented his subject in a very fine manner. In
addition to this presentation, his esnswers to questions
propounded were given quickly and clearly and gave full
information on the matters in question.

I was pleased indeed to have the opportunity to
be present.

Very sincerely yours,;)l




WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
San Francisco Field Office
In reply, please refer to Sen Francisco (3) Cal ifornia

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman
2207 Union Street
Berkeley, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Er. Cozzens informed me that you need additional copies
of various statements regarding the Relocation Authority
policies and program. We are enclosing a list of infomation
which we are sending you under separate cover.

We hope to receive additional copies from Weshington
and when we receive this supply we will zet in touch with you

to see whether or not you would like some of this shipment.

Your lette Avgust 3 arrived enclosing a copy of

"Japanese Americe: in Hawaii". This looks like a very interest-
ng publication and we would like very much to have from 25
o 50 copies depending upon your supply.

As I told you t!
supplied with our material.

er
Assistant Field Director

Enclosure 10929




'WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

"ENCLOSURE

N2 10929
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Following information forwarded to Mrs. Kingman:

No. Copies Name
30 Pertinent Facts - About Relocation Centers and Japanese-Americans

22 President Roosevelt Approves Combat Team of Citizens of Japanese
Ancestry

ombat Team
try

cretary of War Stimson Announces Formation of a C
be Made Up of American Uitizens of Japanese Ances

Executive Order 9066

Executive Order #9102

Policies of the A Governing Indefinite Leave

Statements made in Harper's Magazine by an Intelligence Officer
Letter from D. S. Myer to Hon, Martin Dies, June 2, 1943

Statement by De S. Myer before the Costello Committee of the
House Committee on Un-American Activities, July 6, 1943

Comments by WRA on Statements Reported in the Press Allegedly
Made by Witnesses before the Committee on Un-American Activities
During Hearings in Los Angeles Between June 8 and 17.

Comments by WRA on Remarks of Representative John M. Costello
Mede in the House of Representatives, June 28, 1943

e
Townsend, Supply and Transportation Officer, on December 1, 1942,
Also Testimony of Townsend before Dies Committee.

Conversation between W. Wade Head, Project Director, and H, H.

Extracts from Testimony of J. car Hoover Before the Subcommittee
of the Committee of Appropriations, House of Representatives.

Attitude of the War Department on the Question of Taking Over
the Operation of War Relocation Authority Centers

Letter from Assistant Secretary of War John J, McCloy to William
G, Merchant, President of the Downtown Association of San Francisco.

re from Henry L. Stimson to E. B. MacNaughton, President of the
First National Bank of Portland, June 9, 1943.

Statement of Policy of the WRA in Providing Food for Relocation
Centers




Text of Address by Ds S. Myer, Director of WRA, over the
National Broadcasting Compan; work at 10345 PM, EWT,
July 15, 1943

Text of White House Statement on Treatment of fersons of
Japanese Ancestry

Constitutional Principles Involved in the Relocation Program

Japanese~Americans in Relocation Centers

BEvidences of Americanism Among Japanese-Americens




Telephone GRamercy 5-3475

COMMITTEE ON RESETTLEMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS

Sponsored Jointly
by
The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America
The Home Missions Council of North America

in cooperation with GEORGE E. RUNDQUIST

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Exacutive Secretary

HERMANN N. MORSE The Foreign Missions Conference of North America
Chairman (10)

B Loy ke 297 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y.

ROSWELL P. BARNES

MARK A. DAWBER

JOHN W. THOMAS
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August 7, 1943

Honorable Frank Enox
Seerstary of Navy
Fashington, D. C.

8ir

As one who has been greatly interssted in the work of the National
Japanese-American Student Relocation Council, I am taking the liberty of
writing this letter %o you. The organisetion of whieh I speak, under the
ohairmanship of President John W, Hason of Swarthmore College, has been mest
sucoessful in placing Japanese-American collsge students in institutions
of higher learning outside the restricted western aren. This work has been
done in the closest cooperation with governmental authorities and has been
carried out with the utmost care and most painstakingly. It has, in our
Judgnenty, been a most admirable piece of work.

iuch to the amasement of those of us interested in the work, & new
list has been made up emtitled "Master List of Schools Having Classified
Naval Activities Making It Undesireble Thet Japense Attend." This list
includes the following institutions that had been ecleared prior to the
publication of the list:

Yale University; American University, Washington, D. Ce}
University of Florida; DePauw University, Indisna; Louisiana
State University; University of Maryland; Mt. Holyoks College;
Smith College; St. Louis University; University of Missouri;
Waghington University, St. Louis; University of Nebrasia;
University of Rochester; Case School of Applied Science,
Cleveland, Ohio; University of Cinelamatij Temple University,
School of Medicine, Philadelphia; University of Pittaburgh;
University of Texas, Washington State College; Marquette Unie
versity, Milwaukee

The 1ist I quote 1s indicated as "Revised as of June 4, 1943%,

This action creates tremendous diffioculties in the work of the
Student Relocation Council. Since the work is being carried on in accord
with the govermment's wishes as part of the program to relocate Japanese-
Americans, it comes as a crushing blow to have this list of institutions
barred to all Japanese-Americans.

Ir the case of Mt. Holyoke and Smith College, it seems %o me that
the only reason can be the presence of units of Waves officer candidates on
their campuses. However, the mere presence of a Japanese~-American girl who
has been completely cleared by the various intelligence sagencies, on such a
campus could hardly be a danger to the Waves. Moreover, the impression has
come %o me that the authorities of both colleges can employ as faoulty or
maintenance staff members any person they see fit without regard to mationmal




HmoMble Frank Enox - 2
August 7, 1043,

origin or American citisenship. In other words, Japanese professors, gardeners,
janitors or maids, whether citizens or aliens, are not considered dangerous

to national security. Now these people do not have to submit to any speecial
examination, whereas the students that we send undergo & careful check %o
determine their loyalty and character, eand a large number of individuals have
already been sent out most successfully from the relocation centers as & result
of such investigations.

loreover, among these institutions listed are some that have deen
most ready to accept Japanese-American gstudents end have had a most successful
experieonce with them., Of course, no one of us wishes to jeopardize the wr
effort in sny way. It seens to some of us, however, & litile diffioult to
understand why on the one hand the government has enough confidence in the
loyalty of Japanese-imericans to induct them into the army as combat units,
and on the other hand deoline to permit even the presence of a limited
nw of Japanese-Americans whose loyalty has been established, on the campus
on which navy personnel are being trained.

The eliminstion of so large a number of institutions from the approved
1ist is a body-blow at an activity which has been carried on in ¢lose sooperation
with governmental authorities and whioh 1s in harmony with the government's
plans for the releocation of Jepanese~Ameriocans.

I am writing this letter as one who believes that even in time of
war we should make every effort to maintain American principles. To be sure,
gertain limitations may be found to be necessary, but they should only be
impoeed where necessity is certain,

Very respectfully yours,

77 ;;“) /\\ < KL

e ‘r\}b"x,f(.//f L —

Y¥ouroe B. Deutsech
Vice~Fresident and Provest

CC: Miss Margaret Cosgrave
Miss Gladys Bryson
¥rs, Ruth Kingman
President John W, Nason
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A. J. McFADDEN

1108 NORTH MAIN STREET
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In reply refer to Initials
and No,

NAvY DEPARTMENT
Serial 2736016 OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

WASHINGTON

Miss Mary Jefferds, Secretary

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
Room 203

L465 california Street

San Francisco, Calif.

My dear Miss Jefferds:

This acknowledges your letter of 9 August 1943 in which
you inquire regarding the cooperation of Americans of
Japanese ancestry with United States authorities before
and after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

It has been established that Americans of Japanese ex-
traction did not indulge in any widespread sabotage or

fifth-column activity before or after 7 December 1941,
This information it is believed has appeared in the public
press.

Analyses of the activities of American Japanese in the files
of the Navy Department are regarded as classified material.
Therefore, I regret that I can not pass this information on.

It is suggested that representatives of your organization
might be able to obtain the desired statistics and infor-
mation from the public libraries or the Library of Congress
in Washington,

Very sincerely yours,

o L-/u/{/gw







THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
WASHINGTON

14 August 1943

Dear Miss Jefferds:

Your letter to Colonel Scobey of 9 August
1943 in behalf of the Committee on American Principles
end Fair Play, requesting facte and statistics concern-
ing cooperation of Americens of Japanese ancestry with
the United States Government is acknowledged in
Colonel Scobey's absence.

I think it would be helpful for you to let
us know more specifically the type of material you
have in mind,

Sincerely,

Miss Mary Jefferds, Secretary

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
465 California Street

San Francisco, California










JOHN EDGAR HOOVER
DIRECTOR

Federal Burean of Inuvestination
United States Department of Justice
MWashington, 2. @.

iU

2
ifornia Street
ncisco, California
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In reply, please refer to:

FQRVICTORY

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

SAN Francisco, CALIFORNIA, OFFICE
WHitcom HoTEL BUILDING
San Francisco Field Office
San Francisco, 3, California

Mrs. Ruth %W. Kingman

Executive Secretary

Pacific Coast Committee on American
Principles and Fair Play

2234 Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley, California

Dear Mrs. Kingmen:

Atteched hereto is a memorandum addressed to me
from Miss Elinor J. Baumen which contains material
collected by the Office of War Information emanating
from the Japanese government regarding Japanese in
the United States.

If you wish to have any of the files released
for your purposes, please let me know and I will

make an effort to have this done.

Very truly yours,

)0 &
7 1
,"/ A T

NAE O d

R. B. Cozzens
Field Assistant Director

Attachment




WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

San Francisco, CALIFORNIA, OFFICE
Whircome HoTeL BUILDING
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August Ninth ~ /{3

My dear lrs., Kingman:

Your letter was handed to me at the precise
moment that I boarded the train with carbine and
Baedeker in hand, enroute to a
I hope that this answer is not abnormally delayed.

It is difficult to tell you what sort of an atti-
tude returning American soldiers will take towards
our citizens of Japanese descent; dnl I will admit
surprise that ourWest Coast press is so willing to
prediet events so far in the futurel

The general attitude that I have discovered, and I
have taken pains gk to uncover it, is that there
is greater hatred of our Japanese enemy than thebe
is of our Nazi foe, However, so far I have run into
little or no indication that the hatred of the Jap-
anese army is having a carry-over reaction against
citizens of Japanese descent,

A citizen to most soldiers is a citizen, and it is
only where the vicious stories (disproved by the
Tolan Committee in an official congressional report)
about Japanese sabotage at Pearl Harbor have been
allowed to fester, and where the ignorance regarding
the actual status of the Nisei in American life is
allowed to go unchallenged, that the possibilities
of precipitate and illegal action by servicemen
against American Japanese exist.

The current antagonism against the Japanese in this
country is largely the result of ignorance bolstered
by the old saw of Kipling's nthat east is east and
west is westeees' It is fostered by hysteria and

by an organized and mmdlicious desire to subvert

our democratic standards, to ignore a fundamental
precept of our way of life, that no man or group of
men can be prejudged or depréved of their rights
because of race or colore




f’age 1

These direct and indirect attempts to deprive this
minority of their citizenship and their rights, to
create antagonisms on the basis of race, to attempt
to subvert the thesis of the democratic commmnity
on the basis of a false anthropology and a specious
sociology, are a vicious libel on the things for
which I personally am fighting,

In the Army no attempt is consciously or unconsciious-
1y made to maintain for those who have or to build
in those who lack a political awareness, a conscious—
ness of obligation to citizenship as well as soldier-
inge Therefore it is only from groups such as yours
that the educational influence can come that alone
will prevent the doleful prediction of the West
Coast press from coming true,

I am enclosing a small contribution which I had
hoped would be larger; Black Jack, however, has
proved not the way to aid our Nisei friendsl

My sincerest regards to you, to Harry, and to Bev.
Cpl./},{orris Glickfeld
Hq & Hg Squadron
74th Air Service Group

APO # 4739, Postmaster,
New York, New York




- -

By way of footnote:

My good friend(and now)lieutenant Ed Tackle Wrote

me a letter the other day in which he made reference
to the Nisei stationed at Camp Shelby, You might be
interested in his rather frank story, I suppose iimme
there!d be no harm in using it if you wished, altho
I imagine that ittd be better that Ed!s name did not
appear with it,

He was rather disillusioned about the south where,
as he wrote, there was "so much Christian theology
and so little Christian ethics," He was pointing out
a few of the bright spots that had developed, and
this is his story:

"pnother antidote for hopelessness occurred a few
days xmm before I left Shelby., There'!s an American-
Japanese outfit in training there, Perhaps you've
heard about them --= the 442nd Combat Team, I won't
pause now to comment on the damnably shortsightedness

or downright stupidity of the War Department for send
ing troops subject to discrimination to an area where
diserimination is rampant. The prejudice of the bigot
ed whites has been applied to the Japanese soldiers
in the same manner as they previously treated and
continue to treat the Negroes, At the same time, the
Negroes, long the sole target of racial prejudice,
see in the Japanese a vulnerable outlet for their
own hates and frustrations., So the whites hate the
negroes and the Japs, the Negroes hate the whites
and Japs, and the Japanese have difficulty in main-
taining the belief and hope in a democracy for

which they volunteered to fight, The fact that they
wear an American uniform seems to make little diff-
erence, The military and civil authorities keep
things hushed up quite well, but there have been
instances in which American soldiers, white, negro
and Japanese, have been involved in brawls,

But I've wandered from the "hopeful" incident I
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started to tell you about,

Another lieutenant and fiyself had a half an hour to
kill before a movie one evening so we wandered over
to wmatch a soft-ball game, A Japanese-American team
——— none of them over 5!6" ——— was playing against
an all white team, The Japanese were outplaying the
white soldiers at their own game, In fact, they were
‘making them look quite foolish, a situation which
the whites were not taking with anything resembling
good grace, On the contrary, they were playing dirty
ball, Tripping was common at the bases,

This must have been too much for a few of the spectakm
tors, as some men from a tank-destroyer outfit who
were sitting mext to us started commenting on the
poor sportsmanship and wanted to go out and beat hell
out of the subjects of their eriticism, The American
"sense of fair play" —— mythical or no —— was
aroused} It made no difference that Japencse were
involved,

I felt good for one evening,"

The general picture that Tackle portrays is consider—
ably darker than mine, but he is dealing largely with
southern whites, while my experiences have been of

a little wider variety,

I just happened to think that I neglected to estimate
how widespread I think the anti-Japanese myths have
penetrated, My own judgement is that even a small
amount of light would eliminate a great many dark
spots, For example, a recent article on the Nisei
that appeared in Liberty (and which I barely looked
at) had a tremendous effect on a number of my friends
who read it, imxthexmemrss 1f a simple article can
have such influence, think of the possibilities}

By the way, Liberty lMagazine must have changed radi-
cally to have printed such an article,

morrie













to: M. Coszrave, Miss Nance,C. Rowell,
laisdell, Pi Taylor, {M. Grodzins, . Neustadt,
risher, M. Harrison, A. Lundberg Fisher,
McLaughlin, Miss A. \Hoyt, Dr. A iffert,
Kingman (ingl. John Duffy)
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I‘l]) erty 205 EAST 42nd STREET - NEW YORK CITY, N. Y.

August 18, 1943

Mrs, Ruth W, Kingman

ittee on American nciples and Fair Play

Room 203, 465 California Street
San Francisco, Calif,
Dear Nrs, Kingmant

Thank you for your letter of August 10th
inguiri about reprints of "The Truth About Jap
Camps" by Maxine Davis which appeared in the August
7th issue of LIBERTY,

We will be able to supply you with reprints
of the article, laid out in 4-page booklet form, in-
cluding illustrations, 8" x 11" , at t
ratess

1,000 reprints for
2,000 reprints for
5,000 reprints for
These are estimated costs and might vary a few dollars
er or under the given price

If you can use the reprints at the above figures,
please let me know, and I will put tne order in the works
immediately,

Sincerely,

{

Vivian Sande
Promotion Department

i
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

WASHINGTON

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Mrs. Ruth Kingman, Executive
Committee on American Princip
2234 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
GRANADA PIONEER

Pioneer Building
Amache, Colorado

August 10, 1943

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles
and Fair Play

2234 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley, 4, California
Gentlemens

Received copies of the "Daily Californian" of July 28
and 30, for which we thank you very much. The editorial
comenting on the movement against the Japanese in Califor=-
nia proved to be very interesting and more than helpful to
USe

Your kind and thoughtful consideration in sending
the copies to us is greatly appreciated.

Thanking you very much, I am

Yours very truly,

2 el ) P

Khan Komai
Editor

KEyKHDRY

BUY




Editorial Advisory Board

M. MARG::;:‘D?NDERSON C O mm O I] Groun d %(‘:!;ISW ﬁl:\‘mgzwuu

PearL Buck

THEODORE S. RUGCLES 222 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY, 3 Mary ELLEN CHASE

Circulation Manager ALcoNQUIN 4-6440 Lancston HucHes
ArviN JoHNsON

TromAs MANN
PUBLISHED BY COMMON COUNCIL FOR AMERICAN UNITY Reao Lewis, Executive Director Lin Yuranc

August 11, 1943

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Forgive this belated ackmowledgment of all the
material you sent on the work of the Fair Play
Committee, I put it to good use and an item on your
work will appear in the next issue of Common Grouud,
We'll send you tear sheets. I think there c;mA'ué\ we
fair play committees all around the country., It's
a fine name in the first place, appealing to some-
thing deep in all Americans.

Thanks enormously for your help on this,

Cordially yours,

MM" W

Mrs, Ruth W. Kingman
2234 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley, California

MMAs aw
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
SaN Francisco, CALIFORNIA, OFFICE

In reply, please refer to: WHitTcomB HOTEL BUILDING

1‘:- 194

Mrs. Ruth W, Kingman
2207 Union Street
Berkeley, California

Dear Mrs. Kingmans

Please find enclosed a copy of a letter
I have just written to Alan Ramon of Campbell,
ornia and of a letter of his published

San Jose

You may wish

Webster

Field Assistant Director

Enclosure 710935
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY (s)

SaN Francisco, CALIFORNIA, OFFICE
WHitcoms HoTer BUILDING

MG 12 13

In reply, please refer to:

¥Mr. Alan Ramon
Campbell
California

Dear ¥r, Ramon:

e have read with great interest your letter to
the editor carried in the San Jose "nion Gazette under
date of July 30 regarding the Japenese question. You
are to be congratulated for your sane and sensible
attitude and the clear presentation of your views, e
may be able to put your statement to good use and would
like to have your permission to do sos

seause of your interest in this problem we are
you some material regarding the policies and
of the ¥War Relocation Authority.

Very truly yours,

|

Philip J, Vebster
Acting Field i

:+ Mrs. Kingmen




Article in San Jose Union Gazette
July 30, 1943

"THE JAP QUESTION"

"EDITOR:

" lot of our labor brothers are passing resolutions to keep all Jap-
anese out of Califernia--both now and after the war, regardless of previous
citizenship. This, despite the fact that some 4,000 Japanese are now
serving in the United States army. What do they propose--that we dump
them all into Arizona, or Kemsas, or Rhode Island? If not, why don't the
resolutions propose mass deportation back to Japan--even of those Japanese

soldiers who fight the Japanese?

"Seems to me a lot of such sweeping proposals are tinetured with race
prejudices For instence, the Chinese are our allies in this war, yet the
San Francisco Lebor Council recently VOTED DOWN a resolution to amend the
Oriental Exclusion Act sufficiently to permit sor 00 Chinese to come to
this country each year, It would appear that "Pe Harbor” has nothing to
do with the question. The action sesms to be based on racial exclusiveness.

if we are going to follow that ok, then we are certainly furnishing
Hirohito with some useful propaganda material which cen boomerang back in
our faces.

"I+t would be about &s wise to pass a resolution to keep all people of
Cerman descent off the West Coast because of Nazi &t rism, or to deport
all Italians because of the madness of Mussolini, iculous? 0Of course.
But it's just as ridiculous to teke such an extreme stand regarding ANY
nationality. There isn't an atrocity committed at the command of a Jap
warlord that can't be duplicated by the Germans in this conflict. For every
Pearl Harbor, there is a Rotterdam, a Warsaw, a Belgrade, an Athens, a
Leningrad.

"he issue of this war is not race, but principle. The test is not
whether you are white, brown, yellow or black, but whether you are or are
not & fascist., He who is against fascism is our friend; he who is for it
is our enemy., If the white peoples of this nation are going to take the
stand that they won't have any Chinese or Japanese or Hindus get into the
country, they are only making it easier for the Jap fascists to infleme all
Oriental peoples against us. That will prolong the war, kill tens of
thousands of more Ameriecan boys, and lessen the chances for post-war peace.

"Vérily, it is easy to pass resolutions, but it ism't so easy to do
some calm, detached thinkingl

Alan Ramon,
Campbell, California™




August 13, 1943

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman

Pacific Coast Committee on
American Principles and Fair Play
465 California Street

San Francisco, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

It has been only recently that the centers have found out
the great piece of work that you are doing in our behalf through
such men as Dr. Gordon Chapman, and our National WRA Director,
Mr. Dillon S. Myer.

Your work and efforts of trying to imstill on the general
public, the problems of evacustion snd relocation and their rela-
tionship with American principles, have given us stronger courage
and buttressed faith in the democratic way of life.

We want to express not only our appreciation and thanks,
but our heartfelt gratitude to those fellow Americans who are
quietly pushing your program. {

We sincerely hope that you and your fellow workers keep in
mind that those who are behind barbed wires are doing everything
to promote their relocation program so that your work on the Paci-
fic Coast is not in vain.

Although we are a small minority, we Americans of Japanese
origin, feel the necessity of calling on others who believe in
fair play to help us support and defend the constitutional rights
of law abiding individuals, both citizens and aliens,

Enclosed, you will find one dollar (§1) as my contribution
to your educational program.

Thanks a lot.

Vez;y— sincerely yours,

Robert Y. Ko«mm/a, Chairman
Project Relocation Committee

Enclosure

RK:ht
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August 16, 1943

It was nice to get your letter regarding the attifude of
returning service men tothe Nesei,

tter as basis for many conversations around
effort to tap service men's attitudes in this
me interesting responses.

I used your le
our post in an
camp. I got so
One private used to live on the Hawaiian Islands. He was
drafted from there about three months ago. He was an Engineer-
my Draftsman in the Islands and had many contacts with
GD:U\P,SF’ and Nesei there. He was most definite in his faith
in the present and future loyalty of the nesgi group. He

bore out 100% the wmkxkmsm statements of Army, Yavy and Civic
leaders in the Islands by expressing the opinion that there
was no sabat "«f‘é,, %rmJ the attack on Pearl Harbar by—the
Negei, He felt most strongly that the "nesei problem! was

one that has been artificimally created during this war and
that it would be a real responsibility for Post War america

to re-asimilate the nesei. He feels that a big injustice is
being done the nesei and hopes that the nesei will not be
bitter because of this injustice. He hopes that they will

be tolerant of the American society that has seen fit to
distrust them so thouroughly. He says that he will not return
to civilian life with any bitterness towards the nesei but,
instead, will be bitter against those who have perpetrated
the 1n,justice that has been inflicted on them.

Another Private, an ex biologist, believes that organized
groups have cultivated the anti nesgi prejudice. He believes
that the nesgi should be treated with consideration and
Jjustice after the war. aAs a service man he will: h2ld no malice
and he asserts that the war of aggression that the Japanese
nation has fought can not be blamed on the Japanese citizen,
much less upon the American citizen who happens to have
Japanese ancestry. He believes there is a real danger that

THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS « THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY SERVICE
THE SALVATION ARMY . THE YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS
THE JEWISH WELFARE BOARD . THE NATIONAL TRAVELERS AID ASSOCIATION




the returning service man will be mis-represented by the
organized veterans groups and will be led into a program of
hatred against the nesei. He hopes that there will be a com-
petitive veterans organization that will endeavor to bring
together ex service men who believe in momxkst laying seeds for
permanent. world peace by treating neseli and other minoritges
Justly.

Ancther fellow, an ex teacher who has been in the service for
about 9 months, believes firmly that the nation will owe the
nesei a shameful debt. He has heard of the work that the

nesei are doing in the armed forces and believes that if this
work is given lots of publicity this will be a great factor

in offsetting a lot of the antli nesei sentiment. He believes
that groups interested in obviating anti nesei sentiment should
capitalize on the fine showing that nesei made in the Hawaiin
Islands and also the work they are doing in the armad forces.

Another fellow, an ex truck driver, simply said---%oh them
guys are all right. I used to play football on the high

school team with a® a couple of them and they were swell puys.
No body wants to kill them off and the only other thing you

can do is live with them. This means that you got to work

with them and live with them. You can't blame these guys for the
war , Hame

Another said that the nesei were doing their duty by taking the
internment like they are. After the war, he said, they should
be treated as if they were in the army instead of in a
concentration camp.

As for me, + think you know my opinion and attitude on the
subject, Ruth. Briefly it is this. I beleive it would have
been regsonhble to scrutinize carefully the nesei group fmex
in an effort to find subversion. I think that the ltalian
gnd German ancestors should have been examined with the same
care. After subversion was indicated or proved the subversive
one should have been interned swmkhmomomakximxamuax regardless
of ancestry. There should have been machinery, however, to
examine and release loyal nesei almost immediately that they
were interned, The longer the nesei is kept in internment and
the longer they are treated as citiminals, the harder it will
> to re-assimilate them . Undoubtedly they will become bitter.

for me, I will hold no malice towards them., I will do all

my power to oppose the groups or interests that will try

pEK carry on the kind of injmstice that has been done them
during the war.




L believe that the average service man tends to become
sympathetic towards the under dog. The enlisted man in
the army is, by necessity, shoved around quite a bit and
he is heavily disciplined. Many many service men dewskwpmssd
develope a kind of persecution complex and I believe that
there might be a tendency for him to have sympathy for
other persecuted groups of individuals. All of the service
men with whom I have talked dAwmxmmk bear no grudge
the individval German, or the individual It
individual Jdpen,se. They may hate the enemy as
but I honestly don't bellpvw t'm‘/ hate the enemy
individuals. I believe that a very high percentage of the
returning service men 11 be interest@dy in giving justice
o the nesei if they are properly led. The importahh thing
is that there be able leadership in this direction when they
return. There undoubtedly will be highly effective leadership
in the other direction-—-ie tn the direction 0‘ muolor‘.mce
towards the nesei-~-- and competetive leaders
organized now so that service men who would be
towards the nesei will have a speci n
presented pro n to follow, 1't think that the service
man ce himself, ide this ! de ip so it would
seem to me that t 1is ds ere and you organization will
come in. Certainly the loyal America LTap'»ne';a citizer
should not be 1aliz for their ya ltv to khkxAmeric
and the A i 3 We must as ! 1 mwel u‘nat
e of the Am
in vain

t
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dRafavoasnivagesoneerned you can use any part of
rou see fit: Use my name also if you think it
. Uore pwwer to you. You are doing a swell job.

n ]‘os: sma] (‘vutmbwtm‘. to your work. I wish
it 'di express in this small way
e s2sd e pore than express my JobeRedkn b SRR ST .
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