


216 II* 7* Kiird Avenuo 
Portleaui* Oregon 
A p r i l14,1942.

Mr« N« A* Yorlohl 
803 IVsnklin Str^t 
ĈkXazid# Callfoomia

Dear Mp# Yorlohit
JL
wish to thanlc you for your letisor of April lDth# and for the favorable 

stand'-tiiat yoa have talcen with regard to actio u 1 sincerely appreciate tho 
support that you are giving m& and voreovsr, appreciate the favorable publicity 
that you are atten̂pting on behalf* Howler, the natter is not a i)ersQnal 
on©, for I feel that my staM in my oase is not only in defense of the constitutional 
and icalionable hua?m rî its of a Japaa cso- Jteiorlcen oitiscoa tmt every Ar»rlc€«n 
oitizen* X fecil -tdmt m rery r̂aorioan deserving to bs callod en ŝa&rican citizen 
would bo irTiiling coid ©agor to fight in defmiso of 1du>se rî itte ĥioh ho bolds 
saoredU

Vhr feeling in regard to this natter is that only ho \̂ lo Icyves liberty 
and is willing to figlit to defend such liberties is desrenring to have them.

Is felt 13̂ pif&sent; Is only t̂iia© to smke & definite stazsi 3ji regard  
to the presenraticai sf those rights, and 13iat the attiねide of ths J*iUC*L* 
ia postpaiiosg sj<̂i a staod is detrî teital not cmly to our people but to the 
people of the tfeited States in g8nerul« %at althoâ i we havo pledeged cur 
cooperation to the President of United t̂atos novei*th0loss w© have pledged 
our allogiazioe to l&dted States of Assiericâ and to the principles fo r  
which thett country stsoids* Wo hav© pledged oursol̂ms to preserve emd d&f&aSi 
tha CGnstitarfcion of 松！©̂ ai切  d States, aiwi that me is ホist_ as sacred an obligaticm 
as to obeying tho dictates of on© man» unless it Ganb@ indispatoabl̂ r prenr̂ t to 
tm that eueh man is always inalterably correct in his deoisiems* %d it is 
subcait̂ d̂ 1̂iat no htaaan being is ©v©r perfectj 1diat if* I oaji bo wron̂ in 
staled thesi aiiy other man can also afford to be wrong 〇

I feel that I ham ol̂ ys oorsxiucted ^slef as a loyal Mmr±om. Gltizon, 
and I ®a willing and rcHsudy aâ time t〇 fSaht in defense of tMs G〇tmtry_ Tha-t 
ny stand is in effect in the defease of this oouaitry* 13mt fighting fo r tho 
prosoryat-ion of theos© fazidapexitsCl rights I be.'re alwĝs tokmi iitbo considoration 
that I iaay Imvo en unfgcy〇r̂ >le deoisicai against lae in the courts, but neirertlieless,
I hs«re al̂ qsra/ mintsinod rgy faith in the JWri<san fona of and
tliat agr Tery stand Is proof of 9«oh ftdth« Ho«âer# if such faith b© 
unjustiwfiM, 2 tm preperM to lose all that for  ̂hasr̂ wortê. aaad all
tliat ̂ ihich I Imw aẑ iif necessary to ŝ fnd t3ja© in the ©̂feral

Althô h I hasr© reoeived oonsidGrs&iy unfavorable pfablieity, I feel that 
all 'Uiat 111oh I hâm aiscoî lished is nothing for ,̂ iloh 1 feel shame or 
The fact that I "was etn en̂loyso of a fomiga poster is certainly no orin̂ * At 
the tixm  ^k&xsjy ser̂ rlees woro rendered X oô lied with the lam o f the 
ISiited States in registorf̂  as sueh agent* ife-ediately iiposi declaration of 
war x tô ler̂ d rosigsiâtlon to Japanese 0on3ulat® and wired to the 
l̂ adqmrtera of the 2nd Military Aroa 〇を th© State ば が み 〆 Oregon offerltag 

seinrices as a volvsntoer to fi^it in tĥ  defense of 001111 
All 1diat I hgpre d€me daring the pĉ t few ismths lias been done 31y# and as
a oltiẑ i* urely nothJjttg subversive im ^  actions oan bo to me*

Wj®i*e aro a great rnmber of major Issijupos herein iinrolved, but tits© dems 
not permit me to discuss in roll particular all of ray concepts in repiani to 
this. H〇，icrver•ェ  am sure that in general your views Hill coincfUio 也  raizte*
X truarfc that I ms〇r <»uirb on you for oo<?|̂ rati〇3i in fitting for the preaer̂nsitioin 
of o«p ftjrndssaental rights0 islthoui? êopsuxllglxî  thoo»3ETMm intorsts of aLl 
Amerioans*



Mr/ H#A* Yoriohi— 803 F rankliii S tre e t, OaklsJid^ C a lifo rn ia  page 2

Vexy tru ly  yours,

IQ f ir a

錢tnoru Y _ 11



PORTLAND (Ore.), March 30. 
— (IN S )—Demands fo r a legal 
test o f the Federal curfew testj 
by M inoru Yasui, Hood R iver 
Japanese attorney, ' sounded a 
sour note today when Depart­
ment o f Justice agents revealed 
th a t Yasui had been a paid agent 
of Japan u n til the fa te fu l Decem­
ber 7 when Japan blasted Pcarf 
Harbor.

Yasui, who holds a lieutenant’s 
commission in  the United States 
| A m y , deliberately violated the 
curfew regulations and volun­
ta rily  went to  Portland police 
Saturday n ight to  subm it Him­
self to  arrest.

In  tracing Yasui’s career, FB I 
agents reported th a t Yasui was 
a graduate o f the U niversity o i 
Oregon’s Law School and th a t 
a fte r passing the bar he obtained 
employment as a secretary and 
public relations man fo r the 
Japanese consul general a t Chi­
cago.

Yasui’s father, Masuo Yasyi,
an alien leader o f the Hood 
R iver colony, was arrested on the 
day w ar broke out, as a danger-： 
ous alien. He is now held a t Fort 

Mont.
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MINORU YASIJI, Japanese-Amer­
ican attorney of Hood River,
Ore., who violated the alien cur- 

| few law in Portland, surrend­
ered to police in order to create 
a test case.

Violator of Curfew) 
^ e n t  for Japan

PO R 'K .A N D ifO re^l March 30.
I — (INSy^DIfrriiands fo r- a legal 

test o f the Federal curfew test 
by M inoru Yasui, Hood River 

(Japanese attorney, sounded a 
5〇u r note today when Depart­
ment of Justice agents revealed 
|;hat Yasui had been a paid agent

Japan u n til the fa te fu l Decern- > 
|e r 7 when Japan blasted Pearl 
專 arbor. '
^  Yasui, who holds a lieutenant's 
Commission in the United States \ 
4rm y, deliberately the
cW ew  regtliSSbns and >|olun-. 
jta rily  went to  Portland police 
I Saturday n ight to  subm itv him -j 
I self to  arrest. ，へ 編 ^ ^

In  tracing Yasui^ career, F B I! 
agents reported that 
a graduate o f the U niversity o i 
Oregon's Law School and tha t 
a fte r passing the bar he obtained 

j employment as a secretary and 
■ public relations man fo r the 
Japanese consul general a t Chi- 

1 cago.
I Yasuî s father, Masuo Yasui, 
an alien leader o f the Hood 
j River colony, was arrested on the 
day war broke out as a danger­
ous alien. He is now h61d a t Fort 
Missoula, Mont.
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To The San Francisco Examiner:
International TT e W s Service 

under date ]yiarch 30,1942, re- ； 
ports in  p a rt as'to llow s:

M inoru Yasui, Japanese, who 
holds a commission in  the United 
States Arm y (tha t o f a lieuten­
ant) was arrested fo r deliberately 
vio la ting regulations'.

Department of Justice agents 
r 兮yealed ttia t Yasui had been a 
paid agent of Japan u n til the fa te­
fu l day when Japan blasted Pearl 
Harbor.

I t  may be interesting to  note ；. 
ithat many Japanese hold bothi
'commissions and serve as soldiers;
in  the United States Arm y. Their 
loya lty to  th is country m ust be 
questioned inasmuch as the ir dual 
citizenship is prime evidence of 
the ir subservence to  th e ir Em­
peror. I f  conditions were re­
versed and an American (God fo r-| 
b id) were in  the armed service of |： 
Japan and committed overt ! 
act, I  am sure the generous Japa­
nese would not w a it fo r the pro- 
iverbial sunrise to  liquidate him.

I  am not suggesting th a t any； 
.inhuman measures be adopted in 
th is particu lar instance bu t I  do 
suggest tha t a ll Japanese in  the 
armed service of Uncle Sam be 
sent to  same camps th a t aliens
are sent. .

In  closing le t me add th a t Yasui 
took the advantage of an Am eri­
can education, going to  the Ijm - 
versity o f Oregon, and paid tha t 
back w ith  the usual Japanese 
treachery. And to th a t may be 
added tha t the lieutenants father, 
Masuo Yasui, was arrested the 
day w ar broke out as a dangerous 
alien. He is now held a t F ort 
Missoula, Mont. A  fine fam ily ! 
Let us protect ourselves against 
any fu rthe r repetition o f th is kind 
by sending A L L  Japanese aliens^ 
pr pseudo Japanese citizens to  in ­
ternm ent camps.

ROSE N. BLATT,
C? «■*■*** IT 1 o  v % C J



Decision Near Inf 
Curfew Test Case

j PORTLAND, Ore., Jtme 1 գ  OIE>
IA decision was believed near today 
|in the case of M inoru Yasui, ,26,
I Amey|c||B》 〇rn Japanese who mネde 
a of t}ie ^lien curfew |>r-
d e r ,さ 备 涵 i& n 〇 t審 s unconsti|:u- 

丨 tional ノ̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ な::.
Ore., kt-

;torney,、儀 職 )eホ レ v io la te d 《lie 
curfew asl 111eans-4Df bring|ftg
it  before會 痛

、The defendant’s attorney, E !r l 
F. Bernard, said the order d e p riv ^  
Yasui of libe rty  w ithout due pro­
cess of law. He said the regulation; 
was discrim inatory in that it  ap­
plied to American citizens of Jap­
anese ancestry and to no others, j 

Special Assistant Attorney Gen­
eral Charles S. Durbell said in his 
fina l argument fo r the prosecution 
that war powers granted the Gov-1 
ernment and Arm y under the con-? 
stitution legalized L t. Gen. John L. 
DeW itt’s alien curfew order.

Federal Judge James Alger Fee 
jtook the case under advisement. 1



Curfew Legality 
To Be Argued

PORTLAND, Or., June 13 (.A - 
Arguments by several lawyers calBd 
into the case by a Federal Jud|e 
w ill be heard lliursday in Minp#ii 
Yasui's test of the constitutionality 
of the m ilitary .curfew for J a p a i^^

Yasui, 25, Hood River, Or., Ja；pa< 
nese-American, contended yester^aĵ  
that the curfew could not rig h tfi^ l^  
be applied to a citizen. He re4 
mained, 6n the streets after ho^rj^ 
March 28 aud deliberately 
arrest to provoke a test. HeiliStd#

! a reserve commission as a ^|j(pnd 
j Lieutenant as result of his F^XTO\ 
training at the University of 6te«| 

|gon. ; ；m ，


