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Speaker: Mr* Philip Schafer 
PXaoe; . At the Volunteer Banquets 
Timei March X6 « 19

I want to pay special tribute to the committee 

who guided this i^oluipte^r px*ogram|and to the block mana­

gers •'& This iould nest have been poseibie witlsdut

them, f,his expr#Bsion of faith In the future|of America 

would never have occurred*

^ ^ ^ p ：' They''were ：;a group, who with the; T>oys|and； their ■ 
p&rents assumed their responsibilities. No oredIt Is 

due the Edministation. The credit is yours, all of you 

and yours alone. And I am privileged and proud to b# 

counted as part of this Spirit of Minidoka,

My speech can be brief* Brief bepauee you 

boys have written a speech that will ba heard with clear 

tones whe re ve r the re i e f* ree dom. They have added eome* 

thing to America they hfeve proven in spite pf the

slander， beyond a doubt, that there cante peace and 

unity among all creeds and oolors when the lij^ht s go on 

again all over the world*
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Yo丄uirteersr Banquet

Speaker: Mr* Mike Hagiv/ara
Place: Dining Hall 7
Date: March 16 » 1942

Mr. Toastmaster, speakers, invited guests and fellow enlistees:

I suppose that being on the end of the program as I am, I 
should, give a little bread and butter speech on behalf of the 
volunteers for this wonderful banquet. However» there are more 
things which I would like to speak on tonight. But before I con­
tinue I do wish to express our sincerest thanks to the adminis­
tration and to all those persons responsible for this wonderful 
program and banquet. For Irm sure we will remember this for a 
long long time*

In looking back over the recent experiences of the Japanese 
Americans of the Pacific Coast, it reminds me of a story I read 
once when I was still in grade school. Name of this story is 
nA Man Without a Countrvn• This story is about a Navy Officer 
who had been arrested in en affair which implicated him in the 
famous Aaron Burr conspiracy, Whether he was innocent or guilty» 
no one seems to know. However, the court ruled that he was 
guilty and when asked to make a stand for himself, he denounced 
the United States and expressed the hope that lie.would never a- 
gain see the United States of America. He got his wisii• l!iie 
charge sentenced hiia. to spend the rest of his days as a man witir* 
out a eountry• He was shipp©d aboard a boat and went to sea and 
he was never allowed to step ashore for whenever a boat upon which 
he was sailing neared its destination, he was transferred to an 
out bound ship. This story ends tragically because this condemned 
person never saw tlie United States again，even unto death.*

Again looking back over our recent history» I cannot help 
but think that we 顧 ericans of Japanese ancestry came very close 
to becoming a man without a country. If it was net for tlie de­
liberate work of a few ansat in comparison with the population of 
■the United States, our lot would have been quite similar to that
man who never saw his native land again.

At this time I would like to pay particular tribute to a 
few individuals* groups of individuals and others wiio had en*abled us to say today this is dmr own» our native land. Goncern-
ing the situation* X believe the schools and the culture of Ameri­
ca had given us a defense against the trying times which we faced
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directly following evacuation* For it was the American ideals 
and culture upon whicli such men as our project director, Mr. 
Stafford» and his appointed staff aad many such men iiad based 
their convictions concerning we American Japanese as true loyal 
citizens. And so it is on behalf of the volunteers I wish to 
pay tribute to the American citizens and the handful of able 
honest men who have been able to help us keep our faith in 
ica* It was hard work against tremendous odds which enabled our 
friends 011 the outside to sway the public opinion and influence 
the Army Department in sucii a way as to make possible the vol­
unteer army induction program to be instituted.

These people who have worked so hard for us up to now have 
been carrying on the fight on behalf of the Americans of Japanese 
ancestry. So in closing I would wish to direct these few words 
to the members of the appointed staff at the head table, with 
your permission, Mr. Stafford, Mr, Schafer* Mr, Townsend» you 
and many honest Americans have been working untiringly for us.
You have been doing the bulk of the work for our welfare. The 
time has now come when we Americans of Japanese ancestry must 
do some ball carrying for ourselves• You and many of our friends 
on the outside have put lot of faith in us. Perhaps much more 
faith in us than we ourselves have, or deserve* However* in be­
half of the volunteers and their families and friends, I wish to 
give this last word of assurance. le now have our chance and we 
won*t let you dowm.
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Speaker: Mr, Kinya Okajima 
Place: Dining H a l l 13
Date: March 17 > 1943

Mr. Toastmaster and friends:

I had the pleasure of speaking iti the Japanese lan­
guage at one preliminary meeting held in Block 15 or 17,
丄 forgot which• When the meeting was over, a young man 
came up to me and said, ”My name is Sakxrra. エ did not 
understand every word you said, but I understood enougii 
to see you expressed what Daddy was telling us children.r,
エ was so very glad that his father belonged to the group 
of men who had been brought up under the Japanese disci­
pline code. According to Dr, Griffith of Cornell Univer­
sity > it teaches tbe higher law expounded by tiie great Teachr 
er of Hazareth. ”エf a grain of wheat does not fall on the 
ground and die» it remains a single grain; but if it dies, 
it brings forth rich f r u i t I n  other words 9 it Reaches 
the doctrine of sacrifice and courage which is consonant 
with the law of the universe.

When the late Mr. C. T • Takahashi» father of Ted 
Takahashi who is here tonight, was the president of tlie 
Japanese Association of Seattle* we issei who regard moral 
principle above all expediency and utilitarianism* met and 
formed a plan to instill devotion for America in the hearts 
of our children. We did every tiling we could to bring our 
ideal to realization, althougn our sincere efforts often 
had been retarded by anti-Japanese agitators and also by 
the conduct of our own race• I am glad tonight so many of 
you young men are going to offer yoxorselves for your own 
country. I am so happy also, because it shall have tremen­
dous effect» not only in the puhlic opinion, but also on 
the destiny of this country and the future history of man­
kind. I am so pleased that you young men have been guided 
by moral principles to make your decision to take part in 
this greatest conflict of this world. I want to haye you 
remember9 young men, that you have in your blood the moral
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code which your ancestors were very proud of. nChin — 
wisdom, njinw -- benevolence, nyuw — bravery. I want you 
to remember also, that we place "honor” above everything 
else*

May God bless you and keep you well. May He guide 
you constantly to be brave and true for the glory of Ameri­
ca which is founded on the rock of justice > liberty and e- 
quality — the rock that cannot be moved by any power under 
the sun.> I cannot sit down without saying a word to your 
fathers, mothers and wives i and other parents of boys already 
in tlie .̂rmy. You are making the supreme sacrifice for a 
principle wMeh America holds dear* I donrt know how to 
express myself, but I want to say we are very grateful to 
you. You are making a great sacrifice, not only for this 
country but for our posterity* May God bless you and may 
God be with you always and give you abundant blessings♦
Thank you#
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Volunteers* Banquet

Speaker: Mr, Chester Sakura 
Place: Dining H a l l 13
Dates March 17 » 1943

Mr. Toastmaster* friends and fellow volunteers:

They did not get me tip here to speak because I 
wanted to, I just wanted another ttirkey dinner which is 
one of the highlights of the volunteer dinner. One of 
the biggest things of this volunteer induction was what 
took place on the inside from the Project Director all 
the way down to the last man• We got better acquainted 
with each other more than ever before. I don*t believe 
many of the boys ever saw them before* and we learned a 
lot about them.

We learned that they are expressing the thoughts 
of our good Caucasian friends back home. During tlie In­
duction programs • we were told that many friends wanted 
a weapon to wave at the enemies of the so-called minority 
group* They wanted us to give them a big stick to wave 
at them, Mr. Stafford, Mr. Schafer and our many friends 
here shared that thought. And, believe me. they were all 
very frank and told us just where we stood. Mr* Stafford, 
of course, was a little bit quieter. In the last Irriga­
tor* he expresses what I want to say. He puts in statis­
tics of this Project and I believe he merely presented 
that as a record that he is proud» because the people iiere 
逛aS© it possible• Another thing X just found out * through 
personally contacting him, that he is a • That is all
right# I am a whamw > too* A nhamn is an amateur radio 
enthusiast * and he is not of the just the ordinary run of 
the mill. He is a nboiled owlw. To be a wboiled owln, 
you hav© "feo be pounding brass in tiie wee liours of til© nigb-t• 
Ask my wife, she knows , too. When we say he is a "ham”，he 
has the interest at heart of many of the boys here. He has 
gone through quite a bit of operating with the boys in the 
shop where エ work•

The toastmaster has mentioned that we are four broth­
ers. We just happened to be four brothers. At the regis-
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trationt after I got through with mine* Kenny eame out and 
when I asked him, nDid you sign up^w » he answered* wYes» did 
you?” Then Ted came up and the same questions and answers 
were given. A week later，Howard said, ”Well， boys, I 
signed up toow. He had his personal reasons for going, and 
there had been no consultation with each other* The other 
boys deserve ^ust as much praise and have as much right to 
have their pictures in the papers* too. The picture was 
very bad. At one time or another, I had wanted my picture 
in the paper• I am telling you boys—donft hope for it*
You will be awfully disappointed, I was. One boy said, and 
he was a very close friend of mine» — nI was looking at the 
picture and thought the face was very familiar. Then X read 
the caption and said t MWliy, thatfs Chet5n Boy, it must hare 
been bad*

We are leaving behind wives, parents， brothers and 
sisters. To those, we have to ask certain favors, 111 the 
volunteer programsi Mr, Stafford stressed one thing and that 
is to carry the torcii. He says it openly» to carry it for 
the other 1001000 Japanese in the country. We ask you people 
to give us a little help, a little moral support--morale for 
lots of little things. After we are in camp* we would like 
to see letters> newspapers and news from home. Especially 
from you people here in the Cent er.

We have another slant on this. Look at it in this 
light. When I was a little boy and went to Sunday School, 
there was a hymn which read, nCount your many blessings» 
name them one by onew. After all, there is a lot of good 
things also* Many of us have not seen tlie good tilings. If 
we carry the torch, we need the fuel and we want you friends 
to supply the fuel and keep the home fires burning*
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March 20,1943

Volunteersf Banquet

Speaker: Mr• Hiroshi Sumida 
Placet Dining Hall 30
Bate: March 18,1943

Mr. Toastmaster, Fellow Volunteers, Parents 
and Friends8

I don’t want to say very much, but just want to 
give you a kind of a reason why we volunteered* Most of 
you know, but I*d like to make a comparison for you. I 
had the opportunity to visit Heart Mountain just a short 
time ago; the surprising attitude and atmosphere as com­
pared to our center here. Itf s strange and hard for any­
one going from this center and coming into that atmos­
phere of dissension, and it might be called suspicion.
Itfs strange to us who volunteered from this camp to 
find that, I don?t know if I*in supposed to say it, but 
I!m going to anyways, that over there, they have only 
about 40 volunteers out of 11,000 people* We have a 
right to be proud here 1 Over there, the people are not 
quite as fortunate, I believe. We’ve got some fine men 
in our' administration, one of our finest and best rea_ 
sons for volunteering from this camp• Over there, they 
haven*t shown that response. Perhaps it might be attri­
buted to several reasons. Mr. Stafford once remarked that 
all he has to do is take care of his job and the job will 
take care of him. There are differences in the job*.♦ dif­
ferences in the men themselves• There are few men who can 
do a job with understanding, sincerity and integrity. We 
are very fortunate to have those men in our staff - those 
men like Mr. Stafford, Mr. Schafer and Mr. Townsend, and 
all the others in the administration m m  and all over the 
camp. They are the people around us and we are fortunate 
to have them around us* Most of you haven*t had the op­
portunity to talk to other men from other centers. In 
this camp we have a fence around us, and around those fence 
are towers, and they are empty. Empty because of men like 
Mr* Stafford and Mr, Schafer, I was over at Heart Mountain 
and they’ve got a fence and tower*•••*towers with soldiers 
in them.•.•#soldiers with guns №4 orders to shoot if they 
wanted to, or maybe not to 81100t〆:. "bu/t tli© feeling is there•
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Tliat is another reason why we are proud to voluiifceer from 
this camp*

We have men here -who look forward and look beyond* Several 
months ago when it was hard to get outside sjy friend and I 
wanted a breath of fresh air on the outside of the fence*
We wanted to go to Twin Jails, and at that time I had the 
opportunity to go see Mr* Sohafer for a pass. Mr* Schafer 
said, ”No, sorry1*• Well, at that time ェ feli liuirt. We 
wanted to go, and you eanH hold as I Yoa know, itfs 
something that most of us don’t know* He was waiting for 
a time when h© knew the people around here were going to 
need our help* He wanted us to wait just a little while 
longer regardless of criticism and tails: behind our back*
When we got out they greeted us with open arms*. •.. ,,we,re 
glad yoafre here, we need you1* Mr. Stafford, Mir* Schafer 
and Mr. Townsend - those men were looking forward to this*
It*s kind of a providence to have men like those - we*re 
fortunate and somehow for myself, and for other people 
who are here, to have the opportunity of attending this 
wonderful meeting and dinner with them. Let us all rise 
and give them a handi (Audience rise and clap)

All of us canft express our gratitude for the sincerity, 
integrity and understanding for all "bhese things that come 
to make this job well done* Itfs people like them who pat 
their hearts into this jotu W© don*t lmow where we*re goiu^f 
but Yieive taken a ohano© leaving our loved ones behind, be­
cause in our hearts we know that we*re leaving them in 
good hands# Thank you#
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March 19,1943

Volunteers* Banquet

Speaker： Mr* Tak Okamoto 
Place： Dining Hall 30
Datej March 18,1943

It is my first time speaking before 
such a large crowd -- I really don*t know what 
to say, it1s such a privilege to be up here though 
words are few. Wefre thankful as we volunteer in 
being able to get together with our parents, with 
our project directors and honored guests, to 
have this fellowship before going on to bigger 
tasks ahead of us*

In behalf of the volunteers •• we1 r© 
thankful for this wonderful banquet; we leave with 
remembrancea in our stomachs as well as in our 
hearts, the cooks and the waitresses. Itfs been 
such a long time since we*ve been served* And 
we*re thankful for Mr. Stafford, Mr* Schafer and 
the whole staff. Itfs really been a pleasure and 
a privilege to work under them doing our part that 
we really feel the unity and fellowship working 
here at the Minidoka project. It has more or less 
been like a prayer carrying on our work until 
this time* • • • the things we call Ideals that 
we like to work up to*

X believe that we are all going on 
to this great work with plans that we really look 
forward t;o, and I believe tiliat with the help of 
those at home, with our dearly loved ones we 
leave behind, and with hopes and prayer and 
efforts, we should be able to attain that goal.
I wish to say today that with God helping us,
I know w© will be able to get the peace and 
understanding we all desire* Thank you#
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Speech： Mr* KInya Okajima - Volunteer*s Banquet 
Place: Dining Hall 50
Date: March 18,1943

Mr* Toastmaster and Friendsj

My speech must be very brief because I am feeling too good 
being fed turkey for 3 nights* I am feeling so good as to 
lose my reasoning just like an Irishman I used to know in 
Seattle* He was a foreman of longshoremen working on one of 
the Japanese steamers on the Great Northern Docks. One day 
he looked down one of the holes and said, wHey, how many of 
you men are down t h e r e O n e  man answered, wPive, sirw, and 
the foreman said, nHow about half of you coming up on the 
deck?” I feel so happy tonight that so many of our young 
men are offering themselves for the service of our country, 
and I am addressing you young men, congratulating you from 
all of us because It shall have a tremendous effect not only 
upon the public opinion concerning ourselves, but also upon 
the destinies of America and the future history of mankind*
I am pleased to know that you have been guided by moral 
principles to give yourse丄f to your country* I am, as one 
of the isseis, very very proud of you. We isseis who re_ 
garded moral principles higher than utilitarianism or 
expediency formed a principle long time ago to educate 
our children to become loyal and true American citizens; 
and we did everything we cou丄d although our sincere efforts 
have been retarded by anti-Japanese and also, by the conduct 
of ill-principled persons of our own race, but I am very 
glad tonight that our efforts have not been entirely in 
vain because I see so many of you are guided by our prin­
ciples# You know our people have certain moral codes• We 
first generations are supposed to be guided by the same 
principles * This principle or code teaches according to 
the late Doctor Griffith of Cornell University, the higher 
law expounded by the great teacher of Nazareth, If a grain 
of wheat does not fall on the earth and die, It remains a 
single grain, but when it dies, it brings much fruit or rich 
f r u i t . i n  other words, our moral code teaches our doctrine 
of sacrifice, of courage which is consonant with the law of 
the universe*

I want to say Mthank youw to the mothers and wives of the 
enlistees, our parents of the boys already in the army* In 
accordance with the principle and moral code, you are making 
the supreme sacrifice for the country of your children and 
for your posterity in America. In behalf of the isseis I
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pay you our highest respect and sincerest gratitude. I want 
you to remember, young men, and enlistees, you have in your 
blood moral code which your ancestors were proud of. 
for wisdom, •jin*, for benevolence, and *yuf for bravery* I 
want you to know we place honor above everything else. May 
God be with you and keep you well. May He constantly guide 
you to be brave and true for America which is founded upon 
the rock of justice, liberty and equality#•••« the rock that 
cannot be removed toy any power* May God bless you and may 
he always be with you* Thank you#
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Volunteers * Banquet

Sp©akorj Mr. Kinya Okajlma 
Place： Dining Hall 36
Date: March 19,1943

Mr. Toastmaster and all friends：

エ had the pleasure of speaking in my own language at on© 
of the preliminary meetings held at block 15 some time ago# 
When the meeting was over, a young man came up to me and 
said, wMy name is Sakura* I didn’t understand every woi*d 
you said, but understood enough to see that you expressed, 
what Dad used to tell us children*11 I vas very happy at that 
time because I knew his father belonged to a group of men who 
have been brought up in the strict code of Japan which accord­
ing to Dr« William Griffith of Cornell University teaches the 
higher law expounded by the great teacher of Nazareth. In 
other words, it teaches the doctrine of sacrifice and courage* 
We isseis who regard principles higher than expediency or 
utilitarianism long ago met and fomulated a plan to instill 
devotion for America in the hearts of our children so that 
they may become loyal and true American citizens* We did 
everything we could although w© have often "been retarded by 
anti-Japanese agitation on the Pacific Coast and the ill- 
principled and stupid people of our race. You do not know 
how g丄ad I iam this evening to see so many young men of our 
race offering themselves freely for the service of our 
country, I congratulate you young men and all of you on 
this occasion because your sacrifices - your services, will 
have and shall have a tremendous effect upon the people, 
upon ourselves and upon the destiny of the United States of 
America and the future history of mankind. I am so pleased 
to see the parents of boys already in the Army as well aa 
your own fathers, mothers and wives. In behalf of both 
isseis and niseis, I express our highest respects and 
slncerest gratitude to you* You are making supreme sacri­
fices for the country of your children; you are making 
sacrifices for your children and your children^ children.
As I said to you in explaining the code under which we are 
brought up, your sacrifice will give you growth and we are 
fortunate to have you do it* May God blass you and give 
you abundant; blessings. Young men, I wish you to remember 
that you have in your blood the moral code which your ances­
tors were proud of — nchiw, wisdom, ffjinw, benevolence, and 
ttyuw, bravery, and i want you to remember that we place honor 
above everything else* May God bless you, go with you, keep 
you well and guide you continuously so 七hat you may be brave 
and true for the glory of4 America which is founded upon the 
rock of justice, liberty and equality which can never be re­
moved by any power under the sun*
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Speaker: Mr. Claude Detweiler 
Place: Dining Hall 56
Dates March 19 » 1942

Mr, toastmaster» enlistees, members of the Armed forces9 
honored parents and guests:

This night I shall remember always. The memory of 
this night will be replete with pleasure and sincere grati~ 
tude» I am gratified, that my faith in you people has been 
justified. You are to be conmiended tonight. I only wish 
that the entire populace of this camp were here this even­
ing. You are to be commended for the splendid manner in 
wiiicit you have adjusted yoxirselves to your conditions here#
It is extremely unfortunate that you are here tonigiit» but 
your very presence here tells me what I have felt all alongt 
that you are loyal iimericans. That is a source of great sat­
isfaction to me* As your patriarch has said to you> you are 
giving great sacrifices» out of wiiicii you will grow stronger. 
That is true. It seems to be a law of nature that we strength- 
en through adversity and Ifm sure that you people t somehow, 
somewhere in the future, the law of retribution and tlie law 
of compensation will make of you a stronger better people.
You are going tiiro\igh an experience that has been anything, 
but pleasant. Let us hope that by virtue of this experience 
you are passing through, there will be a better understand­
ing among tiie rest of the people so that ire will wipe out 
this feeling that exists in our country. And you boys who 
are offering yourselves for the supreme sacrifice are doing 
a double duty, or rather, you are performing a double ser­
vice. Hot only are you going to fight for your own country, 
but you are also going to help ?/ipe out t;lie gap "that exists 
between you and people of this country with whom you are go­
ing to live and your children will live* and I wish to say 
I want to encourage you to do tiiis as we have been. Do not 
let yourselves become resentful* do not indulge in our sym­
pathy; hard though your lot may "be，by looking forward to a 
time in the future when this history you are passing throxigh 
will make conditions better for you and your children—as 
Mr. Schafer has said—the time when the lights will go on 
again all over the world, I want, to thank Mr* Bigelow and 
Mr. Stafford in inviting me out here. This night ェ shall 
remember always end it has been a pleasure to be here with 
you people.
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Toastmaster, Mr. Stafford» Mr, Schafer» honored guests 
fellow Minidokan:

I was very much relaxed to say a few words a few min­
utes ago» but however» after listening to the terrific beat­
ing (of the drums) エ feel my heart beating faster and my 
knees shaking like of the WRA cars going up the main 
way here.

However» I consider it a special privilege and an hon­
or to say a few words in behalf of the volunteers from this 
section. First of all» in behalf of the volmiteers I wisli 
to extend sincere thanks to the appointed personnel and to 
others who have been responsible for this splendid banquet. 
When I first came in, エ noticed that great pains had been 
taken to give this dining hall a banquet appearance and a 
patriotic atmosphere and that, we volunteers appreciate 
very much.

During tiie early stages of the volunteer enlistment 
program> there was considerable talk that enthusiasm was 
lacking among the nisei andthat the nisei failed to grasp 
the importance and significance of this volunteer induction 
program. However, subsequent events and the fact that 500 
have volunteered from this center have served to dispel 
such talk, The recent national release by Mr, Dillon S.
Myers that 300 have volunteered from this center is somet 
thing that we Minidokans can be proud. I am proud to be one 
of the volunteers in this group.

However, let us not lie supinely on our backs and rest 
upon our laurels. This is but the first step towards the 
recognition of niseis as American citizens• There are many 
today on the outside who do not believe that niseis have the 
making of good Americans• It is to them that we want to show 
that we are capable of being loyal true American citizens•
And it is to the others who have faith in us* we want to 
justify that faith, that reputation, in us*

Volunteers* Banquet

Mr. tTaxon Sonoda 
Dining Hall 36 
March 19» 1943
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We are anxious to leave for training. As エ stand 
here looking over the volunteers and their parents, エ cannot 
help but feel there will be many a heartache, many a worry* 
many a tear among those who are left behind.—©ur parents, 
brothers > and sisters and friends. But we are ardently 
looking forward to the day when we can leave this center 
for training, because it will mean we can contribute our 
share to the all-out effort America is putting up presently. 
No sacrifice can be greater than that which we can make to­
wards tiie preservation of the American union and ideals for 
which it stands.

Just as other national groups have contributed in the 
past to the building of Americs , so we( too, Japanese Ameri-cans 
must contribute our share. This is our one big chance to con­
tribute our share and demonstrate our loyalty* Wherever we 
may be sent» we must always think of America first, breathe 
America, speak iimerica and live, iiaerica, as Mr. Stafford men­
tioned, Let us be torclibearers to enlighten the public on 
tlie minority group so tiiat wJien future historians record tiie 

11m of the United States of ^imerican into an exalted 
and commanding position in the family of nations, these his­
torians may be able to write — 'when the United States of 
America eoxmded a call in her hour of need, the Japanese Amer­
icans responded unflinchingly and courageously.^ I thank you*


