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4§fter my talk with Mr. Best I stayed in my room and did not talk to anyone for
two days. But this solitude was very hard on me, and I decided to risk talking
to people in the administrative section./

Yayoi Nishikawa and Lillian Manji

Chatted briefly with two Nisei girls whom I had known in Gila, who are employed
in the administrative section. They gave me a glowing account of the funeral which
had evidently been very impressive. At least 5,000 people were there said Yayoi.
Mr. Best made a speech and the flowers were wonderful. It was too bad it was such
a bad day - it rained by fits and starts all day and the wind was cold and nasty -
but still it went off very well. '

The other girl, Lillian, remarked that "he was lucky to have such a nice
funeral” before she realized what she had said and grew embarrassed.

Miss Nishikawa (she is Mr. Harkness'?l secretary and as far from a status-quo
supporter as one could be) said worriedly, "It is going to be bad though if the
soldier is acquitted. The people are just waiting to hear."

These two Nisei girls feel very lost and unhappy at Tule Lake. They are study-
ing Japanese, but their heart is not in it. The conversation continually turned to
friends in Gila and to those who had. relocated. One girl's sister /who had relocated/
was going with the family for whom she was working outside to Michigan for her vaca-
tion. "Just think," she sighed enviously.

They asked if there were any truth in the rumor that the exchange ship was
coming soon. That these dislodged Nisei are the unhappiest people in Tule Lake is
not open to much question.

OPLER

Next I encountered Opler who told me that everything was very quiet in the
colony. Will have to go in tomorrow myself and see. Huycke took a picture of the
funeral for the Examiner - a step which was long debated by the Administration.

No untoward results followed.

HARKNESS, Superintendant of Education

Stopped in to see Harkness. He was extremely cordial and we chatted for some
time. He remarked that at the last incident, November 4th, Opler had predicted
the night of November 3 that everything was extremely quiet and he expected no
trouble at all.

The Nisei here, Harkness went on to say, are really in a tough spot. Many do
not know whether they are actually going to Japan or not. Many do not know if they
can go. Consequently, they do not know whether to concentrate on their Japanese
education or their English. "We can't help them either, because we don't know
ourselves.

STORY FROM CAUCASIAN EMPLOYED IN HOSPITAL

Leaving Harkness' office I met a woman employed in the hospital. She told me
that when Mr. Okamoto was brought into the hospital, the Japanese standing around
"were just praying for him to die and don't kid yourself.” I met her again at lunch
and I expressed sympathy for the soldiers. "Don't give them any sympathy,” said she.

/1. Mr. Harkness was Superintendant of Education;7




October 28, 1944 - p. 1 =63+

CALL ON CONSERVATIVE NISEI GIRL FROM GILA - YAYOI NISHIKAWA

Talked most of the afternoon on inconsequentials, my intent being to see what
Yayoi thought about the Manzanar people and if she would express any opinion on the
war situation. I failed completely on the latter point but found that she now thinks
quite highly of the Manzanar group as a whole. "At first we didn't like them because
we heard how rough they were. But now we've gotten to know them.” A Manzanar boys'
club invited some of the high school girls to a weiner bake and the girls were afraid
to go. Those who did go, however, were treated so nicely that the reputation of the
young fellows from Manzanar is now very good.

As I left, Yayoi said that she hoped very much that there would be no more trouble.
She evidently lives in constant dread of a recurrance of the discomfort and confusion
of last November. She is fairly happy in her high school courses, but complained, as
did Lillian, that very few interesting or broadening courses are given. The high
school graduates really have a tough time keeping themselves occupied.
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Yayol seened tired snd depresce d 1ooked £1mnst 3131,
stome her past-gradunte vork in high school this screster,

remarksd that ghe felt thnt Tuls Teke was rakirg her very lszy, She
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smeiticasistis, "I don't fael 1ike foinz beck to Gile. I'mefreid I've

potten too lzgy.”
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oenunoistion of citizenship

%e1l, I haven't heard much about it, Jary peor’e ere talking atout
it thoughe We don't know sheiher it's bettsr to throw it over yoi. e
want to discuss it, Don't some boys want to throw it avay right avay?

Some veople think that 4t (revuncistion) will he Ipy them to eet
to Japen first. IJIf you dou't throw it meey it looks 25 if you went to
stay her: , However, whan you come down to doing it, you have to thirk
L A ice o '’

Ve noven't telmn esny steps yet, but se nil ( ele ur our rindg) ot
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Rescgresnt ion rumor

"Do youk.’ thick there will b resesrepgotion?” (Yayei scewsd tery concerrsc

”~~
ovey the Lact t?'ﬂt t‘*e renuncict ion might bo used as 8 method of rdepssereye-

Qo the 2,
tion. Sha ghnza?’ that whan thoy bad signed the miritary registration they
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had bt been told that it would bo used ss @ m)thod of gagrecction, (Thsza
sesis 1ittle doubt thst thiz cusstion is b inp hotly discussed in csmp.)

Solkolkn Tenky

I tn-nk the Sokoku umg[u veofle hed e good proup qt first. Put now
they sesn to be havirg trouvcle of their own, Howsvey, I think sora
peo~le in nere shculd kaow more about Jepan, (Yeyosi weans theyeims of
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the Sokoku & vorthwhile and some of the Qw i reed instructior in

Jepamase hikotry snd cvulture.)
Bxployms nt

iihy don't they (R:i)hove wore work for the peocls. IP tha pgor s
had jobs it would ba better.

(Yayoi gvhﬁ—(-ﬂ Lhac she felt sure her femily would goonck to Yapen
eventually - yet shoe spoxe of reloottion es if she had half wey consifered
it. She algo told me she vwes +mmamsh ottonding the Tes Ceremony cle
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