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same feeling,
She then said with a smile: "You know wly the boys are rencuncing.”
I teen asked about the Resegregationists. She said/ that she thought that
the Hgkgzg and the Hoshi-dan had been very influential in causing people

to renounce.

One January 2L, Mrs. Aida, my older Nisei friend told me:

They feel if they don't rencunce their citizenship they can't
go back to Japan. You might have to get out of camp. Frankly,
that's how everybedy feels, o+ o Xftxk If the American people

were aall like you, I'd go outf¢ tomorrow.

¥ X et r +

Meanwhile, the fﬁesegregationists, with exultant fanaticism. spread
rumors that the families of the men sent to Santa Fe would soon be
sent to join them. Members of the Hokoku who received notices
from Washington approving their applications for denationalization
waved them in front of nonrenunciants and urged them to make their
own applications without delay. Renunciation became a mass move-
ment. During January, 3,400 young persons (40 percent of the citizen
population) applied for denationalization. The Department of Justice
became alarmed. Burling tricd to stem the flood by asking the na-
:-.n."..ﬂ officials of the WRA 1o declare Tule Lake a "rcl'ug;:* center”
t7om which no one would be forced to relocate for the durat:on of

=no

the war, and by trying to stamp out the &segregationist organiza-
tions. At-this-time, he-also-held-a consultation-with«<% Thomas-imr
Berkeley. But the WRA refused to yield in the matter of forced
resettlement, and the only concession made was that “those who do
not wish to leave the Tule Lake center at this time are not required
to do so and may continue to live here or at some similar center un-
til January 1, 1946” (Thomas and Nishimoto 1946: 356, italics
theirs). The Department of Justice continued its internments of
Fresegregationists. On 26 January, 171 men were interned, on 11
February, 650, on 4 March, 125. -

"Doing Fieldwork," pp. 167-8,
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Renunciation Continues During February and March - 194l

The following statement reflect the changing attitudes of my respondents

during kRexr Ksbxwxx February, and March,

On RehnpawioodekxyFebruary 13, two days after 650 young men had been

interned, I received the fé#llowing letter from Mr. Kunitani'




February 12, 1945

Dear Miss Hankey:

Sorry I have delayed in answering your letter of Jan. 25. The condition in the center
has been most unsettled because of recent mass pick-ups.

The current rumor which in my opinion is the most vicious has it that unless people
(young-men of course) sign up with the organization, they will be subject to draft by March of
this year. There seems to be a great increase in the membership of said body. The people
are under the impression that if you are a member, then your chance of renunciation is
guaranteed; whereas, if you are not, you just don't know when you will be able to renounce
your citizenship. Of course there is a connection with the recent announcement about the

exchange-ship.

In fairness to everyone concerned, I am of the opinion that some kind of statement
should be forthcoming from the Justice Department in this instance. The result if left
unabated, will not only be tragic but dreadful. I don't know what you are able to do, but
for justice's sake please take some action.

Hope to see you soon.

Sincerely,

George.

;7 On my way to see Mr. Kunitani I 4/ dropped in on Mr., Kurihara and asked him

about the current rumors, He told me:

Those rumors are being heard throughout th
a tremendous effect, People are joining the Ho?kgzz?. I:tn':shas
golng over like a wild fire. Those who were strongly opposed
to the Ho:koku are trying everything to get in it, The
membership ig growing by leaps and bounds.

e o —

The membership wag decreaéing very rapidly but this rumor

in the form of Propaganda has g
pread throughout th
began about Saturday morning. e € camp. It

Several people have come around to s
ee me and ask for
advice. Instead of giving them advice I gave them hell for

: 8.3 .
/ not being able to judge the situation for themselves. Because it's nothing but

outright lies which ordinary common sense would tell.

The people are in a quandary and don't know what to do; They just follow the
mob. I told them, 'You're group are like a bunch of sheep.

The hold of the Hofkoku is very strong now. They have taken root. The

Administration must see that fact right now, because this thing is contageous.
e gt e If any Japanese
| Steps away from the Hojkoku he will be called a hikekumin (unpatriotic) -a traitor

4

" to Japan.
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I wouldn't blame any of the parents here for not wanting to have their sons
serve in the United States ‘Army. To prevent that they will go to any extent.
These parents are advising their sons to join the Ho{koku-dan to avoid being
drafted. They are taking the safer side.

I gave those parents hell for being so jittering and not having a mind of
their own. Renunciation is the only idea. Parents want their sons and daughters
to renounce so that they can go to Japan with them. It's fantastie—in. a way .1
believe it'a,iuvthawaﬁﬁﬁ'of”thosqﬁhoysﬂ&haﬁwtheywwil1~stick with their-own
kind.

Another rumor which has brought on this change of mind is that whoever joins
the Halkoku—dan will be the first to go to Japan.

If the exchange ship were to come and would take back only those who have
\'stayed here quietly and obeyed the laws - boy - it will be a blow to the HO jkoku.

Another reason I think many of the young boys are joining
is that when they leave here hundreds and hundreds of people
come out to see them out. It gives them such a chival?ous
feeling, seeing the boys being sent away with such a big
farewell and such public acclaim. 'I must be tﬁe next o?e and

| be that way,' they say. That's a crazy idea which I don't
see. Young boys' blood boils like that.

I proceeded to visit Mr. Kunitanifgdfd and found him very distressed

o¥er the situation:

In the minds of the pecple of the center it nas been the general

impression that by going to Banta Fe they'll be recognized as aliees
and they feel kkmkx that their renunciation of citizenship is granted,
Whereas, if you are a gentleman enough to be peaceful and quiet,
renunciaticn will not materialize., . . X Sﬁppcse you did renounce
your citizenship and the Japanese goveéfment was not informed, how
would ycou become a Japanese nationl? Suppose one doesn't have
Japanese mkkk citizenship? Where would he be?. . The Jananese
government might not accept him,

Xoxxh
A lot of ixmmx simple minded people think that being sent to

Santa Fe is a glory for them., There should be some way you coculd
disqualify this statement.
I wish Justice would keep in mind that there will be a lot of

people who haven't rencunced it as vet because of uncertainty and
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doubts.As soon as a elearcut-policy is presented befcre the people

‘I would consider seriously about my own xmxwwkikx renunciation, Rewkk
DT\’\‘J- JE;}./_,!\ J
Befr' think for a minute that I won't go gek to Japan. But even there

I will run into a lot of difficulties. I am radical in my thoughts.

I was a most ardent New Dealer until 1933, . .

Sociclogically =mmakh speaking, I wonder if the people have not
been kmxwm tortured in their minds for so long = all they can think of
is what's happening right in front of their eyes, and they aren't
looking forward to the future at all. None of them think that kwmyx
the war might end and then what position would they be in?

On February 16, my secretary, who expatriated and whose father was a member
of the HEshi-dan, teld me the the prevailing rugor was not that you had to join
the Hokoku to get your renunciation of citizenship, but that if you joined,
your renunciation was guimxax guaranteed.

You are safe if you join,

I've heard and know of several people who wanted to join and
begged the organization to include their sons as members. In the
cases where the parents were in the Resegregation Group, their sons

were accepted inbo the Hoshipdan,

” p [} 't SAS A
G ot Ay, 1 ¢ Koo

On February 16 I notedéﬁfilled before dawn with a "great noise of bugles",
"A group of about 85 young men also drilled arrogantly in the firebreak this
afternoon,"

On February 28, a young Nisei girl visited me in my xxmx room and

talked anxiously tc me the entire afterncon,




I know boys who are having their heads shaved just to go
to their hearings. To make a good impression, they shave
off their heads. I don't understand them.

I heard about another fellow who applied to work in
Mess Operations. Mr. Hayward held up his hat and when he
saw he had long hair he said, 'OK, you're a good boy.'

Why doesn't.the Administration make some definite
statement? Who is in charge here anyway, WRA, the
Department of Justice or the Army, or what? Somebody ought
to take more interest.

I know some poor kids, their parents made them shave
their heads. But they still roll up their jeans to show
their argyle socks. A lot of kids say that when they're 18

they'll have to join (the Hagkoku) due to their parents'
pressure and the draft.

The women in the J3shi are sure carrying on. They
drill now and wear trousers like the women wear in the
fields in Japan., =+ « -

In our block a young kid was taken in the first bunch. In the
second bunch, his older brother went. The old folks in our block went
to sympathize. But the mother said, 'I'm proud of this., At last

they've
kmwyiu# bWecome Japanese - Nippon Seishin (Japanese Spirit).' We

didn't know what to say. . , g e
A young boy, the baby of the family was sent away. He sent his
mother a note concealed in a ric4 cake, saying, 'I'm terribly lonely,
mother.' Naturally, he wouldn't admit anything like that to his family
before he was sent away. But he sent it to his mother.
On Febramary 28, Mr. Kurihara told me:
Many Issei and families are forcing their sons to join the Hokoku-dan
merely to escape the draft. I told bhem, when they get back to Janan

they will use some means to keep their sons out of the Japanese Aryy.

They were very surprised to hear me say that,

On March #, Mr. Itabashi told me:




: the Hogkoku-dan got power was because when they
star;::yrequesting for resegregation. They gaidkthatT;hi':RA
hinted that they would co—-operate with the Hojzko ;.d a
what the Hojkoku people said. They claimed they ha a: 3
understanding with WRA and even Secretary of the In;ez o
Ickes. That's why even intelligent people were fooled.

fuxMareknfpxixpxixaxeRmmxnkoxgxag e xxa kimnnwnn hmawanh haenng hnbhemwhe o

pmXeanmenfaanhypanminnohaminmmpnrnonenm

On March li, the Department of Justice interned 125 young men.

A
On March 9, I had a léng ccnversation with two Nisei girls which mopved me

deeply. Ixbhepamxmymrmkesmmmmbhhminm That evening, whenf I typed my notes, I

opened them with the followigg statement:

M "?_al
Spent the entire afternoon gossiping with two Nisei girls, ME;::&Kam;;gLa and her friend.
 While the talk has little to do with current politics at Tule Lake, it taught me a lot and

caused me to be pretty ashamed of myself. These poor kids, both of them 0ld Tuleans, are tied
down here through segregation, don't want to go to Japan, want to go out to school most
grievously, and are tied hand and foot by the fact that if they do go, they can't even come
back to visit their parents and may never see them again. We discussed prejudice in this
country and they asked my advice on how to meet prejudice, saying many times that it was the
little things that one cannot protest legally that hurt the most. Knowing that they may be
stuck in Tule Lake if the authorities decide to swing one way I advised them to relocate

together and go to a nursing school if they really wanted to live in this country. They" serftd
that they had been trying to do that for three years.

J?" - veo
We'd be RN's by now, if we'd gone at the beginning, said
M imA Medba., But they wouldn't let us come back and work here at

v { the hospital even at 19 dollars a month. Think of all the
N money they'd save!”

b

N
Qﬁsympathized about the difficulty of leaving ones parents, saying that I had had the same
problem.)

'But did your mother cry and plead with you to stay?’asked
“ﬁ,dviuéibé's friend.
¢ \ ) ™AW, |
It isn't only that, said a, We'll be all right if we
go out, but think how our families will suffer.'

\Will they {other segregantéj really hold it against your
family if you go out?’ I asked.

\You bet they will,’she assured me. If only this hadn't
been made a segregation center.
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We discussed prejudice all over the world and they decided that there were no good bets
except Soviet Russia and perhaps Brazil. Neither country appealed, so they decided to stay

here and face out the matter. O Canpematters (Medba related the-fol116Wing rumor prevelent
“abouta-thefate-of -the-Ho:shi-dan: '(”
———

They were saying i&n the hospital)-that eventually]?hé}'re/
going/to get together all the Ho:shi-dap”and intefn-them/in 4
camp’ near San Diego. Aren't they building something there?

But' then they safd thdt's too close fo the coast., Thén /
somebody else Said that it would be a good thing” to put’ them

there becaus¢ if Japanese“planes bombed the coast the
- Hotshi-dan-would surely get it.

YoMy
Both girls, like|/ many persons in camp,
Nisei at San Jose. Meda told the story of
living on the Fair Ground and the men had to

were impressed with the recent terrorization of
another Japanese group near Stockton who were
g0 to work with a military guard to protect them.

S

<Byt I still think it would.be-a-good 1ded to segregate-
alX=thé super-patriots.

If this were a relocation center and open, lots of people
would go out and come back if they could. We were all set for

going out ourselves, but after Military Registration and Segregation
our parents wouldn't hear of it, They wouldn't listen to us about
going out,
At the end of my writeup I commented: "This talk hit men harder than this writeup
shows. Ycu might extend my personal apclogies to any Nisei who happend to be
about." I added that I was becoming very depressed and that it was "about time

I finished up the job.’

On 16 March the WRA belatedly announced that all resegrega-
tionist activities were unlawful and punishable by imprisonmeflt.
But none of these repressive measures stopped the ﬂood. of'r‘enunqa-
tions. In all, 70 percent of those eligible renounced their citizenship.




41

O REGAIN AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP

¢ .
During the summer of 1945 many approved renunciants wrote to the

Depa.rttflent of Justice and asked for permission to withdraw their re-
nunciations; some also asked to leave Tule Lake. (The department
sent form letters to all such persons explaining that it was not within
the power of the Attorney General to restore citizenship once lost
through the procedure followed). The number of applications for can
cellation of renunciation increased sharply in the fall. :

Although many were seeking to cancel their renunciations, the De-

~ Partment of Justice was moving to send them all to Japan. On, July 14

1945, und.er the authority of the Alien Enemy Act of 17g8, Presiz’ient'
T{'uman 1s:ruued Proclamation 2655 which provided that all interned
alien enemies deemed by the Attorney General to be dangerous to peace

and safety “because they have adhered to aforesaid enemy governments
or to the principles of their government shall be subject . .. to removal
from the United States.””™ Regulations governing their deportation
were published by the Department of Justice on September 26, 1945
On October 8 the department began the registration of the renunciants,
who were fingerprinted and photographed. They were informed that
they were now classed as “native American aliens.”* On October 10 the ,
department announced that on and after November 15 “all persons i
whose applications to renounce citizenship have been approved by the |
Attorney General of the United States, will be repatriated to Japan, i
together with members of their families, whether citizens or aliens, who '
desire to accompany them.”* '

The renunciants were startled by the announcement of their immi-
nent removal to Japan, and many who did not wish to be sent
there took action to prevent it. A group who had been in contact with
Wayne Collins, a San Francisco attorney and a representative of the
American Civil Liberties Union, formed a small committee which began
to raise funds to finance court action. On November 5, Collins entered
two suits in federal courts asking that certain named renunciant plain-
tiffs be set at liberty, that the deportation orders be cancelled, that the
applications for renunciations be declared void, and the plaintiffs de-
clared to be nationals of the United States. At the time of filing these
suits there were 987 plaintiffs. Many more were added during the
following weeks and the number rose to 4,322 The litigation thus
initiated lasted many years. gt iy

On December 10, 1945, Department of Justice officials at Tule Lake
announced that deportation, or so-called “mitigation,” hearings (similar
to those held in all cases of deportation of aliens to discover whether
undue hardship would be occasioned by the move), would be held for
all renunciants who did not wish to go to Japan, as well as for aliens
who had been interned and who were now at Tule Lake under special-
segregation or parole orders™ Aliens or renunciants who did not ask
for a hearing, those who expressed a desire to be sent to Japan, and
those aliens and citizens removed from Tule Lake during the winter

_of 1944-45, would not be given Tieatings and would be sent to Japan.
" In the fall of 1945 a movement from Tule Lake began. With the
cessation of hostilities with Japan, the WDC released all those it had
been holding. After the Department of Justice took over on October
10 only renunciants and “segregated parolees” were detained, and re-
settlement of the eligible was speeded. The population of the center
dropped from 17,341 on August 1, 1945, to 7,269 on January 1, 1946.
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PART II. EXODUS

On January 31, 1946, the center held 5,045 persons, consisting of only
detainees and their families.™

In January, 1946, there were approximately 8,200 renunciants at
Tule Lake and a small number in the Department of Justice internment
camps. After the announcements of the mitigation hearings, 8,161 at
Tule Lake and 25 in the internment centers applied for a hearing; 107
at Tule Lake did not do so.

The mitigation hearings were held at Tule Lake and at the intern-
ment camps at Ft. Lincoln, North Dakota, and Santa Fe, New Mexico,
between January 7 and April 1, 1946.™ Fifteen hearing officers, secre-
taries, and translators arrived at Tule Lake on New Year’s Day with

3. Rothstein in charge. At the hearing the applicant could present evi-

dence and witnesses in his behalf but was denied the right to counsel.
On February 12, 1946, when 1,800 hearings had been completed at
Tule Lake, the Department announced the names of 406 renunciants
who had received unfavorable recommendations and against whom
deportation orders were to be issued. The remainder of the applicants
were unconditionally free. The 406 and their 43 family members were
removed to camps at Crystal City, Texas, and Seabrook Farms, Bridge-
ton, New Jersey.™ Removal orders were issued “only where a renun-
ciant was a dual national prior to his renunciation. ... A number of
removal orders had to be revoked upon the discovery that renunciants
were not Japanese citizens under the law of Japan.”*

The second group of individuals held at Tule Lake, the segregated
parolees from Department of Justice centers, were also given hearings.
In January, 1946, a special alien board, composed of the Dean of the
Law School of the University of California, Edwin DeWitt Dickinson,
and two attorneys, was set up by the Department of Justice to hold
hearings for the 47 segregated parolees at Tule Lake. After hearings
and review of the board’s recommendations by the Attorney General,
all of the groups were released unconditionally on March 18, 1946,
and informed that they could remain in the United States; two pre-
ferred Japan.®™ On March 20, 1946, the last inmate of Tule Lake de-
parted.

During the fall of 1945 and the early months of 1946 over a thousand
renunciants and many Japanese aliens sailed for Japan. Through Feb-
ruary 23, 1946, a total of 4,406 residents of Tule Lake had also left.
Of these, 1,116 were renunciants who did not apply for a mitigation
hearing, 1,523 were aliens, and 1,767 were American citizens; of the
citizens, all but 49 were the minor children of aliens or renunciants.™
By July, 4,724 persons had left for Japan from Tule Lake and other

S ————
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centers. By September 27, 1948, there were 1,444 renunciants who had
not applied for hearings and had left for Japan, and 1,480 were resid-
ing there on April 26, 1949.™ Those leaving from Tule Lake or other

~JARA centers and the intérnment camps of the Department of Justice,

were joined by over three thousand who had relocated or had been
outside of the evacuation areas. All in all, some eight thousand persons
of Japanese descent left for Japan between V<] Day and mid-1946:

Legal attempts to recover citizenship.—The renunciants sought the
restoration of their American citizenship and freedom from the threat
of deportation in the courts™ Two suits were entered in the federal
district court for northern California on November 5, 1945—a petition
for a writ of habeas corpus, 4bo v. Williams,™ to free the petitioners
from the deportation orders of the Department of Justice and to set
them at liberty, and a plea in equity, Abo v. Clark,™ that the renuncia-
tion applications be declared void and the plaintiffs be declared na-
tionals of the United States. The briefs for the plaintiffs in the two
suits made the same claim: that the signing of the renunciation applica-
tions was the result of duress and coercion and was not a free and
voluntary act.

The renunciants won the first round in both suits in the district
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court. In the habeas corpus action Judge A. S. St. Sure issued a tempo- 4

rary injunction against the deportation in late 1945 and the case was
heard during 1946.™ On June 20, 1947, Judge Louis E. Goodman (the
two cases having been transferred to him when Judge St. Sure became
ill) granted the application for a writ of habeas corpus, holding that
the plaintiffs were not alien enemies and hence could not be detained
for deportation from the country™ On August 11, 1947, he issued the
writ commanding the district director of the Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service to release the plaintiffs from custody. Advised that
the Department of Justice was intending to appeal the decision, on
September 8, 1947 Judge Goodman placed all the renunciants held by
the Department of Justice, including the 138 who were plaintiffs in
the habeas corpus proceedings as well as the 164 who were not, in the
custody of Wayne Collins, their attorney. The government agreed to
bear-the cost of transporting thé group from the internment camps in
New Jersey and Texas to their former homes in California.®™ The ap-
peal from the district-court decision was finally filed by the government
on February 28,'1949; the time for the filing was extended several times
by the court at the request of the department.”

Hearings on the suit in equity, 4bo v. Clark, began in 1946. More
than four thousand plaintiffs petitioned to be declared nationals of the

pr——
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United States and their renunciations set asi(!lc._":v?n support of its con.
tention that the renunciations were the free expressions of the renun-
ciants, the government submitted among other items a lengthy affidavit
by Burling describing his visit to Tule Lake in 1945-1946 and the con-
duct of the renunciation hearings. Four shorter affidavits by the other
hearing officers were also introduced.* On April 29, 1948, Judge Good-
man issued an opinion cancelling the renunciations and declaring the
plaintiffs to be United States citizens.™ However, admitting that it

“Might be possible for the government to present evidence that some of

the plaintiffs did act freely and voluntarily despite the weight of evi-
dence that they did not, Judge Goodman gave the government ninety
days in which to “file a designation of any of the plaintiffs concerning
whom they desire to present further evidence.”

After many extensions of time granted by the court, the Department
of Justice, on February 25, 1949, filed a “Designation of Plaintiffs”
which stated that the evidence which would be introduced “against
each such designated plaintiff proves or tends to prove that each...
renounced United States nationality and citizenship of his or her own
free will, choice, desire and agency, and shows that such renunciation
was not caused by duress, menace, coercion, and intimidation, fraud
and undue influence.” This evidence consisted in showing that of every
one of the 4,322 plaintiffs one or more of the following statements was
true: that he or she was a Kibei; had been a leader of a pro-Japanese
organization at Tule Lake; had applied for repatriation or expatriation
either before or after renunciation; had been segregated at Tule Lake
because of a negative answer to question 28 or because of a denial by
the WRA of leave clearance; had gone to Tule Lake Center voluntarily
to be with his or her family; was now in Japan; was under alien-enemy
removal orders.”™ The court rejected the “Designation” on March 23,
1949. Judge Goodman found that it did not present evidence overcom-
ing the presumption that the renunciations were the result of coercion
and pressure. On April 12, 1949, hé issued his opinion stating that the
renunciations were void as they were the product of such influences.™
The government appealed.™

On July 6, 1949, while the habeas corpus and equity actions were
before the courts, a suit was entered by Andrew L. Wirin, a Los An-
geles attorney, in behalf of three renunciants, Murakami, Sumi, and
Shimizu, who had been refused passports by the State Department on
the grounds that by virtue of their renunciations at Tule Lake they were
no longer American citizens.® On August 27, 1949, Judge William C.
Mathes rendered a decision for the plaintiffs® The government ap-

pealed but lost. Judge William Denman of the court of appeals held
that the findings of the lower court that the renunciations were the
product of oppressive conditions at Tule Lake was fully supported by
the evidence and that further findings by his court gave additional
support to the judgment.® Many of these points were documented by
references to Thomas and Nishimoto’s Spoilage, which had also been
introduced as documentary evidence in Abo v. Clark. The government
decided not to contest the decision and not to oppose suits by renun-
ciants to affirm their citizenship unless its files “disclose evidence of
loyalty to Japan or disloyalty to the United States.”™

However, the plaintiff Japanese lost both their habeas corpus and
equity suits in the court of appeals. The judgments of the district courts
were reversed and the cases sent back for further proceedings. In the
habeas corpus suit, Barber v. Abo, the decision that the renunciations
were void was denied except for minors who were held to be legally
incapable of renouncing.™ However, the threat of removal to Japan
was dissipated when the Department of Justice cancelled the removal
orders. On April 20, 1952, Acting Attorney General Philip B. Perlman
cancelled the outstanding orders against the goz renunciants in the
Department of Justice camps. On May 6, 1952, Wayne Collins peti-
tioned for a dismissal of the suit in the district court on the ground
that the cancellation rendered the issues moot, and the motion was
granted that day by Judge Goodman.

The renouncing Japanese no longer needed to fear deportation to
Japan. However, their American citizenship was not affirmed, for the
decision in the appeals court in the equity case also went against them.
Judge Denman ruled that the renunciations were valid for all adult
plaintiffs other than the fifty-eight who went to Tule Lake to be with
family members and that in future proceedings they would have to
demonstrate individually that they had been coerced into renouncing.*
The Supreme Court denied a writ of certiorari on October 8, 1g51.™

Since the return of the case to the district court no action has yet (1954)

been taken by the plaintiffs and their cases have yet to be heard.™ They
remain “native Arr-xf_xzfggq fillfﬂS. B v 7
» . . D

s the history of the ]apanesg:) American evacuation, in, the

course’of which an entire ethnic minority of over a_hundred thousand
pepsons was uprooted a fmprisoned, submitted to grievous personal
economic loss, and deprived /0f both legal-dnd

e episode had beeq}dreéhadowed carly in 1942 when
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1. "Prejudice, War and the Constitution," Jacobus tenBroek, Edward N,
Banhart, and Floyd W. Matson, Univerd®ty of California Press,
Berkeley and Los Anggles, 1970. pp. 178-183.
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May 20, 1959. Fourteen years after the inception of the mass
suits, much fanfare and publicity attended an unusual public ceremony
in the office of Attorney General William P. Rogers. Assembled news-
men and invited dignitaries were informed that the administrative
review of the renunciation cases had been completed. Attorney Gen-
eral Rogers then made public the restoration of “precious rights of
citizenship” to 4,978 Nisei, declaring: “Our country did make a mis-
take. We have publicly recognized it and as a free nation publicly
make restoration.”

Edward J. Ennis, one of the guests of honor and then general
counsel to the national office of the American Civil Liberties Union
(Chairman of the ACLU in 1969), stated in an address: “I think the
Department of Justice has responded magnificently to the problems
presented by taking practically all the ‘divorced’ citizens back into
the family of our American country.” ®

“I would like to believe that our liberal policy of citizenship
restitution has conformed to the hope and promise of sound American
ideals,” responded Assistant Attorney General George C. Doub,*
who further expressed the hope that the Nisei would “have the charity
to forgive their Government.” Doub added:

It is a remarkable tribute to the fortitude of the Nisei that compara-
tively few surrendered their American citizenship under the prevail-
ing hysteria conditions in the WRA camps. They were indeed so loyal
that from them came the soldiers of the 442nd battalion whose casu-
alty notices were delivered to parents behind the barbed wires of the
camps.

Media reaction throughout the nation was eulogistic. The Chris-
tian Science Monitor of May 22, 1959, announced editorially that
“the federal Justice Department deserve gratitude from Americans
for painstakingly righting a grave injustice . . .” The Washington
Post and Times Herald of May 28, 1959, followed with lavish praise:

Today all the Nisci who suffered in this wave of hysteria have been

1. Pacific Citizen, May 22, 1959,

XXX
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generously compensated for their property losses and all of the re-
nunciants against whom no other evidence of willful disloyalty could
be found have now been restored to full civil status. The great credit
for the completion of this program of restitution belongs to Assistant
Attorney General George Cochran Doub, who heads the Civil Divi-
sion of the Department of Justice.

Mr. Doub’s energy in pursuing the settlement of the Nisei claims
proves . . . that although we have shown ourselves “as a Nation
capable of wrongs,” we have also shown ourselves capable “of con-
fessing and of seeking to expiate them.” Or as a celebrated historian,
describing a somewhat similar change of heart and reversal of judg-
ment by the citizens of another democracy, put it: “The morrow
brought repentance with it and reflection on the horrid cruelty of a A
decree which had condemned all to the fate merited only by a few.” ®

Probably the only person outraged by the whole proceeding was
the fiery San Francisco attorney, for with all the self-congratulatory
platitudes and rhetoric of expiation, this was no blanket amnesty, as
had been demanded by him for over a decade as rightly due a group
of citizens who had been abandoned so utterly. Seventeen years after
they had been driven into peonage—some into insanity—and de-
frauded of their rights, mercy was still begrudgingly withheld from
350 renunciants. “We will vigorously defend our adverse determina-
tion of these comparatively few cases in the courts . . .”&-the As-
sistant Attorney General had thrown out the challenge, as though to
Collins personally. ‘

By this time, 2,031 renunciants had gone to Japan. Of the 3:735
who remained in the United States, all but eighty-four had regained
their citizenship.®

The discredited ex-Americans again turned to Collins in their
lonely Armageddon, although a number of them abandoned their
fight; some decided to remain in Japan; a few passed away. Collins:
“The maintenance of the stigma of wrongdoing was consistent with
Justice’s obsession with face-saving. Having inflicted the gravest type
of injury upon these blameless people, then criminally soliciting and
taking renunciations from tormented persons, the Justice Department
sought to whitewash its own reputation by persisting in blackening
those of young Americans who had courage enough to stand up and
fight for their rights—Americans who would not brook insults forever.
Practically all the young men denied their citizenship rights were
Kibei. Their mistreatment is unprecedented in American history.” *

Contrary to the pronouncement of the Justice Department to all
assembled that “this ceremony today concludes a colorful chapter of
American history,” the issue of citizenship restoration dragged on into
the late sixties. And as aptly underscored by authors Girdner and
Loftis in The Great Betrayal: “Wayne Collins was the agent for

A
1., Washinton Post and Times Herald, May 28, 1959,

2., ZXmxk Pacific Citizen, May 22, 1959,
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democracy in correcting this most disastrous of all evacuation mis-
takes.” Not the Justice Department.

March 6, 1968. It was twenty-three years after he had brought the
illegal, racially abetted deportation of the Nisei and Kibei to a screech-
ing halt that Collins was finally able to write in the concluding re-

nunciation proceedings (Abo v. [Ramsay A.] Clark) with an air of
justifiable triumph:

A majority of those who had been forcibly removed to Japan were
restored to their home in this country. The fundamental rights, liber-
ties, privileges and immunities of these citizens are now honored. The
discrimination practiced against them by the government has ceased.

The episode which constituted an infamous chapter in our history has
come to a close.f

3 : £ 1 f Parties-

1, Wayne 6Gollins, "Withdrawal and Dismissal of ;Jas_t cf'Aaf ; Etﬁtcmenf

g Xx ijlaintiff Without Prejudice and Court Irder Theredn an\{) 31;55 b
of~Cruncil for Plaintiffs Concluding Cases." August 6, 1968,

LR heY . ‘
The section mxmx aboge has been taken from Michi Weglyn, "Years of

B T 1 Q 6.
Infamy," pp. 263-65, William Morrow and Ce., Inc. New York, 197




Farly in 1942 a grcup of sccial scientists at the Tnivarsity of Califcernia

at Berkzley received a ‘rrant to study the natterns of sccial adjustment and

interaction of the incarcerated Jananese Americans., X#Hf Tn mid-fﬁne of

()

1948 I was employed by this study as a research assistant. My task was
to live in the the camps, talk with or interview these peoole, and record
what thney said. I remained iv the centers (or camps) until May of 1915,
talking to pecple and taking voluminous notes?— In 1980, several colleagues
urged me to interview some of the Japanese I had kncwn in the centers. I was
able to obtain extensive interviews from 27 persons, most cf whom had beeun it
tneir early teens or early twenties at the time of the evacuation. Four had
been children. These interviews greatly increased my knowledge of the
impact of the evacuation and ccnfinement, for in 1943-4S I was rarely able
to young men and only occasicnally with young women.

Cne of the most significant thinéiI learned in 1980 was that nrcbably the

J

most painful of the traumata suffered by these ycung pecple was tre long and
agonizing period of almost cemplete social rejection, first, by their
Caucasian friends and schoolmates, and, after the internment, by most of
tne Caucasian administrative employees with whem they came into contact.
Nhen, forty years later, I asked them what they remermhered abcut tneir life (
&k= after the \attack on Pearl Harbor, mcst of them told me how théy nad
been snubbed and avecided by their classmates, "left out of mest activities,"
and "held at arms length" by their teachers. A woman told me that her
hizh schocl principal had told them "not to ccme to schcol because they

were Japanese Americans." A man tcld me that nis most vivid memory was

leaving}hﬁﬁ with his family. "None of cur neighbors came tc say 'zccd-bye!.

o

We felt like traitcrs or criminals." Another man said, "It's like you had a
close friend and all cf a3 sudden the friend says,'I don't want to see ycu
any mere.' Ycu get that inferiority feeling because you feel rejected."

After the Japanese Americans were confined in the so-called "evacuation

SO |
centers,”" the feeling of rejection and unfair stiecmatization mast nave been




greatly intensified. As Professor Edward Scicer reperts:
As the uprocted people came inte the centers they suddenly fcund
themselves in communities organized on the basis of two distiact
classes of nersons -- on the one hand "evacuees" and on the ERXE other
"appointed personnel". RERXk xBERXIXE Yespite individual effeorts of
the WRA staff to act as if the distinction did not exist, the basic
fact was inescapable. .. The feeling of heing prisoners nermeated “he
centers from the first., . . Neing an svacuee invelved being 4 in 3
subordinate positicn., XXEK At some centers the commanders of the
military police announced that there was to be XA vno fraternization

with evacuees.! Some project directoers also let it be known among the

staff that they did nct encourage nersonal relations withé the

evacuees.

5 RELOCAPION CRNTERS, Tae

S~
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aome prOJect directors also let it be known among the staff that thnev

dld/wot enouocurage nerscnal relations with the evacuees."3

3. TMPOUNWED POPLE: JAPANESL-AMSRICANS IN THE RELOCATIN CiNT'RS, The University

“of-Arizona Press, 19695 gp{-RBIM.

During the first five or six months in the Relocation Centers there were
many difficulties. But in time, as some respondents told me, they began to
adJust to the Tack of privacy and the know]edge that they were going to be
donf1ed for a long time. Indeed, 1n ﬁany of the centers the Japanese Americans
and the administrative staff began to make progress in the development of a

sense of community.

I¥ It is 1ﬂ%e:es$&n":and significant, however, that wheu, in 1972, T

asked my respondents about their life in the serg Relccaticn Centers xxxx

the few wno made pcsitive statements spoke of incidents which

lessened their feeling cf rejecticne -_
Cne boy, whc was 13 at that

time, said:

"I think the Christmas of 1942 stands out in my memory. There was a
Christmas party for the kids and I received a present denoted by the
pecple on the outsidef Just when I thought everybody out there hated
us , I get this preseﬁt and it restcred my faith in mankind."

AMRERRRXEX

inevner voy , age 9 at the time,#/xxx=x  said: "I thecught the schcol
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really dedicated. Quite a few were Quakers or Christians. This was
really goed, I think, because, dxumimx at that time, when the pcpular thing
to do was to hate the Japansse. these neople committed themselves and

helped us. "

But while the evacuees were engaged in developing a sense of community

Wayr Re)ocaTion 3

and relative security, thehHRA)Wés engaged in developing a plan by which they

might be resettled in the non-restricted areas of the United States.

Simultaneously, the War Department decided that all male citizens of Japanese
yord ba KU, 4 TS (B

ancestryAe#Lappreﬁr+a%e«ages answer a loyalty questionnaire as a preliminary

to the formation of a combat team of Japanese American volunteers. Accordingly,

in February of 1943, all of the evacuees, seventeen years old or older, were

required to answer a questionnaire administered by the Military,, : |
_ "ne aquesticntaires

LA 3
aeséhlong and ccmpligated, but the crucial qestions were numbers 27 ani 28,




vOn the form for male citizens these read:
Question 27: Are you willing to serve in the armed forces of the
United States on cohbat duty, wherever ordered?
Question 28: Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United
States of America and faithfully defend the United States from any or
all attack by foreign or domestic forces, and forswear any form of
allegiance or obedience to the Japanese emperor, or any other foreign
government, power or organization?
On the form for female citizens and Issei of both sexes they read:
Question 27: If the opportunity presents itself and you are found
qualified, would you be willing to volunteer for the Army Nurse Corps
or the W&#€?- Women's Army Ccrps?

Question 28: Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United States

of America and forswear any form of allegiance to the Japanese emperor,

or any other foreign government, power, or organization?

Eighty-four percent of the total population and seventy-two percent of the
male citizens answered these questions in the affirmative. In view of the unjust
and disorienting experiences to which these people had been subjected, this is
surprising. In those centers where the presentation of the questionnaire was
carefully and intelligently handled, there were few non-affirmative responses.

In those centers where the presentation was inept or confusing, the results were

disastrousé\ At the Tule Lake Relocation Center, for example, 49 percent of the

male citizens gave non-affirmative replies or refused to answer. Persons who
answered in the negative came to be called "No-No." Those who answered in the
affirmative were called, "Yes-Yes."

When, in 1981-2, I asked my respondents, "Was there anything in the
re]océtion camps that made you feel especially angry?" all of the male citizens
said, "The military registration," and p;;é:;ded to give me détai1ed accounts
of their anger, their sense of being threatened, and their indignation over

the fact that their loyalty to the United States was being questioned. One

man began his response




T
by saying, "Our loyalty was questioned and that is what I resented...Because
I refused to answer, I was labelled a disloyal citizen of America, and I've
had to live with that for all these years." Then his voice broke. After a

pause, he said passionately, "The fact is we were wvery loyal...we were very

lToyal...we were extremely loyal...we were brought up to be Americans, and then,

suddenly, to be betrayed like this!"

Women- gave me_shorter and less emotional responses. One told me that she

\tngughthhe»mfiffary‘questionnaire-was~stupid. Another told me that she figured

~
she-was- safe becalse she-was.a.citizen,.and -then laughed bittET1y.[7Some of

the most moving statements about the military questionnaire were made by
teenagers who came to be stigmatized as "disloyal" because their parents or
their elder brother had said "No-No." Their parents, they explained, could

see no way that they could support a family in the hostile world outside the
center. One young man, then aged 15, told me, "I remember many a night when

we discussed the possibility of relocating. But they would say,"'Where? With
such a large family?' We had absolutely no resources."” When these young people
suggested that they relocate alone, their parents "would not even entertain the
idea. They didn't want to split up the family."

In May of 1943, Senator Albert B. Chandler, chairman of the Senate Military
Affairs Committee, publicly announced that 20 percent of the evacuees were
disloyal to the United States and that these disloyal individuals should be
separated from the loyal. Theeeupon;—the House Committee on Un-American Activities
began an_investigation of the extent of disloyaltty. On July 6, 1943, the Senate
passed a resolution urging the separation of the people in the centers on the
basis of loyalty. Two weeks later, the War Relocation Authority announced plans
for the "segregation." The Tule Lake Cente;4Lwhe¢e~42~percent~of“the“residents
haﬁ'§7§éﬁrﬁon—a£finmativewresponses,whad refused.to answer, or-had answered

"Yes-No'; was designated as the place of segregation.
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I began my fieldwork at the @&m Gila Center in July of 1943g a few

'C’ . . -
months befor the 3®® so-called "dislcoyals" were to be put cn trains and
A 7

sent to Tule Lake, CHCEHCEEBCGE On my arrival, I was told by severgl

WRA staff members that I would

not be permitted to interview evacuees in my room in the women's barrack. On

one occasé;on, when harvesters could not be found for the cotton crop, the admini-
o

stration at Gila planned a cotton picking "picnic," in which both staff members

and evacuees were to participate. I rode to the cotton field in an army truck

with some Japanese American friends. I was impressed with how delighted they

were. Subsequently, I was told that the project director did not approve of

what I had done. Buring July and August I NARAXERXKXXAEY® Was able to

xxwk talk to and make friends with a umber of the sc=called "disloyal™"
KX Japénese Americéns whe were tc be sEkxkEx® ”ségregated" at the Tule Lake
Benter in September. Some talked with me for hours, &= telling me axmax
again and again.that they wefe not diéloyal but t(at they KRR ﬁad dost

faith in America and felt that they had no future in xkEsxx thig ccuntry,
Some dencunced the American government for its treatment of the Nisei and its
abrogation of democratic nrinciples.\HSome urged;me'tc come and see them

again before the "entrainment”:i_ Cn J' 1y 305 I talked to an Issei who had

LTPOSATIE . Wax . S0TM-RERE, BWCRE g pocZ i

’/( refused to answer the XX military questicnnaire




and was now struggling to make up his mind whether to become a segregant or not. \\\\\

We conversed for over an_hour in the cautious and oblique fashion characteristic

Then suddenly he looked up at me, sat up straight and

of the older Japanese.

cried out bitterly:

1f I go back to Japan, regardless of whether Japan wins or
America wins, I can 1ive free from such worry as being

considered a dangerous alien. And once in my 1ife I may have

the right to cast a ballot as any human being should. But here,
socially, politically, and economically, I'm shut out! No
matter how hard it is to live in Japan, maybe i will be a
better place for the freedom of the individual . $é

N’/W
PR ax, Fieldnates, July 30,.1943.,
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Many tcld me later that they had been dismayed by tue sizht cf tha double
XHAKEXABSL "manproof" fence, eight feet high =~ crowned with Baxk Harbed wire
and guarded by watchtowsrs and armed scldiers -- with wnich tie anthorities nad
thought it necessary to surround the new segregation center, and by the i
fEnxnrbskhwhexkxakx (but obsoléte) tanks wiich kad been placed sc that t
coming segregants conld see threm,

The line between the segregsnts and the WRA staff was muct mcre starnly
drawn, nct only by the manoroof fence arcund the center, but also hyﬁyh@
mIhofouk-fefce argnRaxuhememhampm between t e 'cclony" and the ad-inistration
area theough wnich an evacuee couli go only with az zate pass an‘

individually checked:1

On October 1k, 1943 (while segregatts were still arri;ian
-a farm truck carrying Japanase American workers overturned. Five .men were sericusly
injured and one died. Some eight hundred of the farm workers thereuncn weut

. °n stike, demanding safe transocrtation and cemoensaticn fer the injured nersuons.

Ny, )
yas

Cemplex negotiaticns ensued and, on NgyﬁmyegfzheuinojectrBirector turned# the
%

1. Spicereet il By 229-230.
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jukixsRiEtxornefiixthexxam tne nignt of November li, the BB68§ Project 2irector

turned the jurisdicticn of the camp cver to the Armyf 'The Japanese Americans

did not know that this had occurrea zndpnaacoandingiy and cn the next merning

the coal xxnnxmxmhxx;.and mess crews, typists, bookkeepers, nurses, and

doctors began to walk tc their work places in the administrative secticn,

Here they wered met by a cordon of armed scldiers wnc assumed that they

were fmwk hostile demonstrators and shrwered them with tear gas.v Cn Npvember 13,

the Army declared martial law tc be ‘n effect{ and hegan to arrest the

\\\\\\f:5sbrtE§TI€éders,,Lng;gggphiatibrs; and anycne else suspected of subwersive

activity. Broekwgx¥erzwkex In all, some 350 men were arrested and FEEEX
imprisoned in a skmxkanmxwsm hastily contructed skemkanmsxxxx "stockade'.
Life in the stockade was abominable. Nc prisoner was allowed to %® talk
with a spouse or relative and none were =t ever kxxux bfought te trial,

carkpxixnfamaxnydfneixhohiydhdedKENdhdWehRuhAbnANEbhe hAknyhREbee

After the arrest of the leaders a general strike emsuxm® ensued. o

T el

segregants went fo work except tucse engaged in zeneral serviceé: RRERXKXRY
the doctors and the distributors of coal and fccd.

garly in January of 1944, the Army and the WRA made advances to
a few of the segregants who were iinclined to xzakmxm ccllaborate with the

o s Wwho were called the Coordiuating Committee,
administratin, With the cooperation cf these menA+hev arrgbed a referendum

(on January 11) in which the residents w=xm voted whetner they would

maintain the strike or return to work., By the barest‘majcrity-- a olurality

of 473 out of 9,713—- the residents voted to abdandon the strikefﬁ 1
Iy=ef<comrse;-was—sbitt-werkinr-at the«Gila Center when the-e

;»j “ '\\L,"‘i_;,\
events tagkﬂ@lace.~-ixxxx3xﬁntnxzx =1 corresoended Wwith ®he pecnle wre had

%@*ﬁ%ﬁf?@?ﬂthe most detailed description of these events, see Thomas and
Nishomoto, pp. 11°?
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Many people now returned to work after first having been "cleared" and
given a pass which they were obliged to Present daily to the sentries guardind

the gates to the administrative quarters. On the other hand, almost half of

{
the residents had voted to continue the strike, and these persisted in asserting

that their still-confined representatives had been betrayed and that those who

had negotiated the truce and referendum were imu “*nformers, literally "dogs"

I was still working at the Gila Centar when these svents tock pnlace.

But aft-r the "entrainment",I corresncnded with the memmemanfmm segrere-ants
who had been most hel-~ful teo me and,zkxBRxiskmas before Christmas,I sent
some of them boxes of candy. I was surnrised when they resncnded with
exttemely moving exnressicns of gratitude. OCne young man satd-that—he

wousdd not forget this




Qo

kindness as long as e 1ive@. I did net,of ccurse, hnowmampnmhapmoh
at this time v _ : _
have any knowlddge of the EwEnkExwxnzmXWRrEXEnXa¥itenkngxuxaxgrRnXREXHXaRAxx
Rbxbxbahxbebybabibbrhxbxbfbewkxax® traumata tc which x®i these necnie were
being subjected or what a friendly gesture frcm a Caucasian American might
mean tc them.

In February of 19l I was oermitted to makexxzxk visit T:le Lake for
two days. Cn my arrival

I was told that staff members or visitérs like myse~lf were not nerrmitted to

enter "the colony" unless they were accompanied by an armed solider. With the
Y 2+

assistance of Paul Robertson, an assistant oroject director, I was able to by-

pass this regulation; I was escorted by a co-onerative member of the Internal
Security (the police), who remained outside in his car while I made my visits,
@nxnfxmimxmxxmxmxmmaxmxmmmmandmmuﬂmmdmnmmmmmmmanMmmmMmdmmanmgmdmhmmsxxxxxx

delizhted
panmancatemfnammohanmenanahhn I was surprised =w4-aleased at how/mixemaszd my

P

Japanese X¥X¥X American friends were tc see me. Peor as tihey were, they
had managed to get some refreshments. Cne family served me cocca ansd muffed
rice; anctnerp,by some rxeakk®y miracle, had managed to procure a cake., “anv
gave me detailed accounts of what had nappened to them during the strike.

At tnis time I did not realize that theywere assisting me nct because I was

a skillful fieldworker but because Y they intercreted g; visits as evidence that

e a Caucaéian American, regarded them as decett, law-abiding and trustwerthy
individuals. , Several months later some of my friends told me tuat they nad

s

taken the
precaution cf telling their neighbcrs that a Caucasian f;ignd from the
relocation centers was going to pay them a ourely sccial call, v deing tiis
they hoped to avoid being stigmatized as inu,

Bring this first visit I alsc met Mexxdxmxin Jeseoh Yosfiisuke Kurihara
who was to become cne of my best infmmma resnondents and my friend. Mr. Kuritara
was at this time k®xxymaxx in his late forties. He had been bern in #4 Hawaii,

had enlisted in the 1T, S. Army in 1917, and had sarved abroad. He was a

deveut Catholic and masmx, after his incarceraticn in XB 1942, he nad written
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several articles dencuncing the evacuation, the livinz conidtions of the \\\\

centers, and the treatment of the Nisei Hy the United States government.

Whend no journal wculd nublish his articles he gave them to Mr. Rohertson

L A
who sent them to the head of study ah whicn I was ermnloyed. T ccmnlimented
had written
nim on the honesty amAxExwExx® with whheam which he exgoresseedcetceelf and
Enniehruanyzaxm he subsequently gave me an essay nEXhIAXWEnEhEnmenxeEhk xesryx
22x (dated February 22) in which he urged the aEMX administrative staff to
mitigate the social zmgxmmakimx sqoarattnd} "The fence that senarated the
PAIYOAKA, Nha . by, e o1

administrative admimsisteative secticn from the area whgré the EXIBHKRLEX
IMANEEENANERXBARIX XXX evacubes livedji/nxxxxixxf he wrote, "was bad encughn".
There is "little or no chahce for the ré?idents ahd the orricirats to r.eet
and cultivate friendship. Even a casual friendship would go a long woy

to maintain peace and order. . The more the Rxxy Project Birectoe and

his forces get in friendly contact with the Jananese, the better will be
their understanding."

In mid-Mirch EXEFRKEX - €X=23R I was again permitted to visit Tuls

Lake and, once again, I was cbliged to take an armed guard with me.

when I entered the colony. Most cf my Japanese American friends were
Xbxbxbrlkbubxbrdxbhebxbahxry thaxntheynhadnbaenninnfehruann less anxicns#£oan
<and much more cpen in their respondesiiiA
they had been in February. Some said the people wanted "peace, quiet, an-
orddr", As one put it: "Let us roam around here and feed us three times a
~
day. « . Nobofly likes trouble., If they'll trea t us like human neines and KEX#EX
. : . l
not like dogs, nobody starts leklng.) Others, heowever, expressed anger over
confinement of the men in the i}

the continued/emiBbencennfl ke stockade and scme dencunced the memgbers of the
Coordinating Committee as inu. One knowledgeable friend told me that he taoought

tnat the committee was trying haréybut tuat he felt that "aucther big

i
trcuble was brewing beccause the peonle were still so stronglv divided 1in%o

"status-que" (those whc had supnorted §he strike) and "anti-status-quo" (trcse

whc had voted to abandon the strike),
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Buring this visit I was able to talk to a number of the Caucasian staf?

members and particularly with school te=achers. Some of them tcld me that

kbhepxrbExxpmEnEpxwenidxhicheb xbxpxhuzit thev sympthized with the segregants

and weuld like to develop axmx friendly relationships with them. But they

Ao Lpr it 22

did not dare .to initiate suchhfﬂéend%yfbecause they feared the bivotry and
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prejudice ok}£he co-workers, "If they ®xw® find out how ycu feel they'll

start a war of nerves and torture ycu intil ycu quit."
On March 1L, Mr. BBH8C Robertson, the Assistant Project 3irector

who had kem® helped me carry on my wcrk, Asked me to try tc find cut what

. -
—

cculd be done to mitigate the hatred and susoicion;a;ﬂ many of the

residents felt towird the administration. I tecld him that T wenld talk to
peonle and tell him what I decently could. On March 17, ®illon S. Myer,the
National Birector of the WRA arrived at the Tule Lake Center and

delivered an optimistic and enccurasing speech to the WRA staff. QBEEXxx&x

rhenenriggxetnxax fxntaxnxcrninggniarahnhfiyn  Two days later Mr. Robertson

the cnly staff member whc made frequent visits to the evacuees,
came te my quarters and asked me if T would mind talking to Mr., Myer about
the state of the center. I agreed, ani we went tc tne administration
building, T tcld Mr. Myer that I did nol think the situaticn was improving
very much. Many people were § apatiretic, many, who were nct "agiators" believed
that the members of the Qoordinating Gommittee were skE¥X stool pigeons and
grafters, and kWaxyxx that many, moderate or radial,still felt that their
true representatives were "sitting in the stockéée”. Mr. Myer was nct
impressed and said that "he felt the wrrst hump had been passed when the
peorle g went back to work., "KHEK Then, with a glance at Mr. Robertson, he
said:
I feel that it is futile to attempt to get relations whth the

colony when the appointed staff are not able to agree among ﬁhem-

selves. I rely chielly on Mr. Robertson to accomplish this. T

believe this is a more important and pressing task than the

/']_, -~
establishment of perscnal contcts in the colony, "Yi”

ko Fieldnctesss March 19, -19hly.




On April 7 and 8 an underground group (whose members came to be called
the "Resegregationists") circulated a petition asking for the signatures
’ag all persons who "wish to return to Japan at the first opportunity" and
who also wished to be resegregated, that is, live together in a separate

section of the center. The petition
,was written in English and in Japanese,

and in its Japanese form it implied that the results would be made the basis
for administrative action. Some people were deeply disturbed by the peti-
tion. Many (though they did not say so) did not wish to commit themselves.
Some feared that if they did not sign they would not be allowed to repatriate
or expatriate. Several friends told me that the people behind the petition
vy AN ""’"‘ T
were "would-be big shots," or a '"radical goon-squad business." My outspeken

v (v e U K o B b an el
ﬂfnégﬁélQ?bffsufudajggiﬁ‘mE?QX"What do I care about Dai Nippon (Great Japanese

R

Empire)! I came here to lead a peaceful life until the war's over."

On April 10, the administration issued a memorandum stating that there

10
wasnintention of carrying out a resegregation and that the petition had

not been authorized.

Mr. Best, the orgﬁect director,
Thrnmimhntetnathnn/now embarked on a marked change in oecligy.

. T A "
Rrockmxkk  He proposed a hlf noliddday so that the neonle might

celebrate the bhirthday of the Emperor of Jaoan, he ordered a biz meal %o
be serl=d on that dayyand he threw the first baseball at tne game  w
neld in celebration. Children were ncw permitted to visit the pnrojest

farm i i Wi i
ars gu351de cf the main barbed wire fence, and the formidable fence
A0 KA I .Y

-
tha?\d1v1ded theﬁcanp-inter%wo sectiong was tcrn BE¥EX dcwn. Entertainments
and at!letic events were initiated and encouraged -- movies, block enter-
tainments, baseball and basketball., The g:ality and guantity cf food

1 . o/ i

served in the messhalls was significantly improved., .
. -

5 =

These changes in policy were greatly aonpreciated by mmx almost all of
of

ny respondents. and the EERBXAX anxiety and confusio. of the past
: e et

AT VT

S1X months began to dissipate,
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The administration also radically changed its policy on self-government.
(n*April =22, bebi&axb;bahxhxbxbxbxbexbﬁbxbebbbbbbbb ERBXBREXX
the project neswnsper carried a st tement by ¥Mr. "lack, an Assistant
Project director, inviting the residents to form an Arrangements
Committee which weculd "work out the final plans and supervise the
!

election of a permanent Representative Committee. Tic administraticn waited

in vain for tre slightest sign of
initiative cn the =mxmx nart cf the residents. 0n May i

a similar announcement. A& Again there wa: no resnonse.

Mr. Best made a mors elaborate statement and announded that block

nomination meetings would ke held cn May 17, XoxexmimuyxmzazoxisrEsx




w /U

‘L
began to initiate Jananedse militaristic exercises.for the yminx benefit r\>\\~

redn
et el R o R - \ o ;
Lhe young ;en in their blpcks{ and almost Exxxxkz evervone ﬂe&E/Lhﬂt the
i : i \ - (=t
xxxmpmmanman men heldiu_the stockade shculd be” released.

On May 7, the secretary o the 82 dissolved Coordinating Ccmmittee
wrote me a letter in which she said{ tha® desnite many trifling discords,
= '”phe nlace is sc quiet"., The Center's

# "social activities ccntinue to functicn as if there's no troubl¥
whatsoever., 3Baseball, basketball, dances, sficws engatiinkaia
e g

engei kais (Japanese entertainment ), haéarrs, and various

track games continue tc enliven our almost 'desd' spirit."

On May 13, a Nisei man told me "Inu hate xsxdy has died down," ana

added, ﬁiﬁe ixxxexEx®rk fcod improvement is remarkable.®, Allwe used to
get was eorned beef, salt pork, cabbage, weiners and bcloney, but ncw

/!

we get lettuce, @pinach, aspnaragus, beef,god veal and lamb.

When I asked him about the forthcoming electicn of a Representative
Committee he said, "Nobody cares a thing abeut having a representative
government.. . They just don't care. Things are gcing aleng nretty gord,

leave well enough aleone."

Ty o o

£anin = g - or LG

Cn May 1h,
Mr.vKurihara, an older Nisei, told H8 me: "Thinzs have changed a zreat
deal. . I heard Mr. Best has been trving to regain the crnfidence of

the oeon’e. Cne zood thing has been 4cn§; Thev've taken down the fence.
That has made the neople feel better. If they wenld continue +¢ tear

the fences down, Mr., Best c: uld regain a part cf the confidence wrxmkxkEx

n ¥ .
of the peoole. When I asked him about the Representative Committee,

Y 1o n - | 3 3 3
he replied, "People are not very enthusisstic about iti”iﬂﬁbﬁ kRkwkxa

«

SO

brdxnmughknkoxhe foxnxdxhnnxnxnxuxumnxaxaanNXUXnkhxnxdmﬁxhxuxnxhxnxaxdxxxxx

tkknxsnnnﬁihxgxhxnmonmouahynHniﬂxnkaxbddzdxbxbhbxhnbuhﬁbxétbxrxbmmxxxxxx
o tRakh wbxhabsbanibubxant ﬁbgbkbibxbkhxbxﬁgbﬁbxbﬁbkkxxixxxxxxx

but I think 3 body cught %o be formed to try tc cocperate with the
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administration aud get things rolling harmeniously." 90 the other kas hand,
ne explained, r~spresentatives who ""stcod up and spoke for the *ymam rishts of
tiie Jananese" were likely to be "thrown iutc the stockade." If thev are
quiet ‘and fall in line¥ they are all goinzg tc be called inu., . . XNXX

i illing : m b position."
"No -resnectable, well-educsted Japanese is willing to attewnnt that cosi

?* On the same day I visited a Nisei man and wife whom I had kmown at the
Gila Center, When I asked about the forthcoming meetings{ the htusband said:
"I nersonally weculd rather see the men in the stockade released... Peonle
are saying, 'What's the use? "We mmkxomx elected renres-ntatives cnce
and xkmotx they (the administration) wruldn't recoenize tnem.'"  On the
next day, another respcondent kxim said, "It do- sn't seem as if t is renresen-
tative body is gcing tc go through. I hear so many say that aZXXRREX
asnwexaxaxpxokhxganrdxkexkhé theyd will refuse to vobte until their

representatives are released from the stockade."

oy “w A

T - ') "vl)‘v“-t’o")
Mr. and Mrs, Nakiaa, BTt e st ary

On May 18, T visited/ a ymumg Kihei crgie. xBeechoabandh 2 very
P

-
o]
intelligent young man, told me that he had been asked to be a reoresentative
in his hlock, but had refused. "Tonight svery block is gcing to nave a

meeting (tc nominate delegates), but I'm going to play baseball and have a

lot of fun. . If vou do gecd for the pecole yru set out in the stockade,
3 : ¥ 2

If you do gocd for WRA ycu get called inu. S@ I'm going to play baseball
y 2 v/ 2 o

Mrs. Wakida and her mother had x& moved to the back of tie barrack
room WRXz¥ while Mr. Wakida and I talked. KKK “hen I rose te leave

D

théfcame forward and said their Eairwells. I remarked on the remcval cof
the fence and Mrs. Wakida's face 1lit up with joy as she explained how

mich more free they all felt.‘< S

I made two mere social calls that afternoon, and at each barrack

my respondents told me how hanpy tie removal of the fence had madef them.




e >The Caspmeee camp.y; e DLOCK ncminatio

' N meetingd  wepe
evening
scheduled fop that/MKRKXXg. Mest blecks called meétings hyut

So few peonle came that valig nominations could not be made. Fifteep

: :
blocks refused to hold meetings. On the next day, 5 Sunday, I made four

c211s ang found ne one at home,

They were all attending athletic events
3 - ¥ ! iy

dznces, or other entertainment.

Juring this period the members of the undersroind groun wkx wﬁé@é,
Rast in early April, had xxx tried to initiate 3 resegrzgation, XBEXAXNERXY <ent, avsry
low orofile. In a fey blocks, however, they were able to crganize Eglﬂgn_jgﬂ,
young men's groups dedicated to the study cf Japanese culture, Tn cne block,
I was told, the young WEXEX men were being trained in Japanese military
exercises, Two x&xy of the bleck residents, cne cf whem was a Japanese
member cf the pclice force, BRXEXREFobjected to these exercises, and,
HX xammamxkiwx I was told, warned the young men's parents that XERBEXK
"the Army might come in ang arrest t hem, " Subsequently, I was todd, the
young men had attadked the EmcTbirec objectorS'ngﬁ had locked them in
the block laundry room., Only two of My resocndents sncke of this incident

and one of them, an ardent resegregaticnist, cxﬁimﬂmkhxmxhjmxkxxxx said

the objectors were inu,
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Cn May 20, a Nisei friend from Gila took me to visit a middle

aged Isse; Wil had been interned in tne Leupp Isolation Center. XKXX®X®X
®& The Issei tcld me that

people were refusing to zmmmExxkx ncminate delegates "because cf tne

men in the steckade. If they were all let out, the electicn would he

?& nroceding in an entirely different manner." In tne oreseat situaticn,

¥ he added, "No irmmhY¥mesk intellivent man will accept thie nominaticn,"

de ti.en remarked that Mr. Robertson (whc had heen xk® director at Leuop

before coming ¢ to Tule Lake) "had a truly Christian heart". Inenever ha

left the center he always walked through the =zam camp, "asking if he cculd

get the boys something." Ee alsc tcld me trat he had bzen a Christaan

before the evacuation but had wew beccre a Buddhist because fie was

+

——etermined to return to Japan. MyK{ Nisei friend remarked that tuere

was little difference between "true practices in both religebns.

-
'

The Christian says, 'Wcve théy neighbor.' The Rumk RPudduist says,

'Respect xk@x thy niifhboﬂ." When I nodded in agreement; e told me

that he was organizing a Seinen-dan (Young Men's Association) =® and
) e, i

that his cnie? aim was to give the many idle young peonle in camn,.

Being occupied would keep them cut of trcuble. He then asked me very

gracicusly if I would ta%e a message frcm him to Mr. Huycke, the WR/

hezd of the Community Actuvuties Section,xfeiXxiwx offering him the

cocperaticn of the Seinen-dan in any activity which the CAS might wish

to sponscr. I promised tc do so.




uring the next three days seven respondents told me that most peonle
felt that as leng as the men whom they had elected in November ware ixpxix
impriscned in the stockade KhErEIKARXREXKRARRNChO@EM@cahdmamtmgctec “here was
no poin% in electing ancther committee. 3Several told me, "The neonle in
the stockade are cur representatives." Or, "The people didn't vete hecause
that would make tihe men in the zkmmadmx stockade oui Lty."

The high-ranking members of the WRA adringstraticn were well aware of
these xx sentiments and on May 23 they nrevailed upon tue Army to withdraw

5

from the stockade. On May Z}, the XawaXidxSkar prcject newspaper anncunced
that the WRA had taken cver the stockade from the Army.

It xxx is possible that these complex difficulties micht, in time, have
been reseolved, But on May 24, amnauaoure a Japanese American, returning to
the oroject frem cutside tne area, had an argument with an armed sentry and
the sentry shot him in the abdomen. LeZEET tire=Wect=day, Ky {51
Hixhebxbxbxhixbrbximbxhhbbhbbhbhhhbnt. People who witnessed the altercaticn
reoorted that thensen xhzfiwnEnwbxbrotx¥xkrmx the sentry had said, "You Jans and

your WRA friends are trying to run the whele camo.”l

On May 25, I called con my friend Mr. Kurihara, a devout Christian, kotmmiux

hepiung that he wculd advise me whether or nct it was prcper or decen: for me
to misit pwople at this time. ie anoneared to be in a state of shock and

it
spoke haltingly, "We had an announcement here ay noon. . as I say, the
Japanese could take it. They'll take it more than any race." I askedbety
how the irjured man was doing and Xurinara told me that he was dead., Then

he bagan to cry, beat his de-k with his fists, and say over and over, "I

won 2 1 £ t 3 n n o . .
der i here is a God. I did nit wmawmk want tc sit and watch my friend

cry, and so I expressed my symoathy and left.

I might have xxm stcoved visiting people at this peonlz at this neriod,
nad I not made an apnointment with my secretary, a Nisei girl who lived in
Xwxmx the same block as Mr. Kurihara. She was so relieved to see me and so

eager to tell me what everycne was saving that I cencluded that she feund my

visit reassuring. T tnereupon called on three other friends apd wass¥e well
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received., T found that thev were nct cnly very shecked and vervy ansryq kxx

but afraid --afraid that the scldiers might sheot them and akzwafx also afraid

that there mx mighp be ancthqr auorising.xnﬁuxaxnmnxnmaxnxnknihxxkﬁiixkxkix
' i x,'T:<M~A4/uLf;friend
mxgRbxbxegkxhwosex¥EcOnecfet A=xidwd/from Gila/told me that xfixtixhixerxix

xaihxaknnhdnknxakninxxeklfsﬁnxhdxnxumaxbnnxﬁxnhaxnxuknxnd Xhapnunthnhis

Ranx hynwhensn thixemnkdx henxa et "the 1id might blow off the camp in two

hours" and that if this shculd hapnen "I shculd ccme to his barrack, which would
be the safest place for me."

The edge was taken from many a nerson's resentment by the seemly and
scnsible behavior of the nigh-ranking members of the administraticn. Mr.
3est and the three assistant prcject directors called on the dead man's fanily
and made arrangements for a oublic funersl. Mr. 3est RXxmExXiE - emseif
ExkxwdxxR attended the funeral and gave a memorial address. As Bob Tsuruda
put it:

I will give the man (Mr. Best) credit. He reallv has done his best.
He attended the funeral and called ts=¥ . half-holida¥, and (in 4is
sneech) he said just enough =-- no mere. .. Regirdless cf Wwhy he did
it, the # fact stands that he did do it. It cruidn't all have heen
promnted by selfishness.”

Ur. Pest oxexnzxdx¥rixxEx emgmdmemctomcmerchcmomemciéncachocdtscuss
toacatheationcacicadmémemmmcnémcpameottcye also called a ceneral xkaffx WRA
staff meeting at ®hich szgﬁizéd-eﬂ all the staff members to do their bast to
reassure the stadfimmambmne evacuees that tiey would be adquately nrotected.
On % two cocasions he called me to his office to discuss the situaticn and
advise him on nolicy. When, for example, an inquest was held by the
Coroner of Modoc County and a verdi;:was released to the effect that Mr.
Okamoto came to his death "by a scldier of the United States Army in the
nerformance of his duty" Mr. Best zoxsmikazmmexmx told me that he Inkmudmaixkw

was gcing to invite "the whole Okamcto family" +c his office and khx "zo over

the entire transcript to the Coroner's Inguest with them.” Haxnmhendarxkx de.
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Wemxotxkiker wonkdxhkexnzrrhxixngheznkhenxardkoknwaxniushbxfiixak¥xzx He told me that
wia 2 2t ] | Y

hél&as_a%%eﬁptdn explain that the €68#868 Ccreoner's Verdict was iustiffgable andi
would emphasize that the Court Mafi&gl would be held in an entirely differengt
atmosphere. Soldiers connected with the local post would not preside. xie
Mr. Best Xammmmmm also complimented me on my practice of visiting and talking
with "many different peonle in their homes.”lg

While the edge was ta%en from many a persch's amt anzer and resentment
by the sensible and symkaxxzux symoathetic behavicr feof the mkgk® hich-ranking

members of the administration, many wee® cf my resnondents wExe -cowsimred 4o
. i
! -

coutinuérto express their anxietyxmf abé;§fﬁhe forthcoming verdict of the

' A young man
Court Martial., MnxnRawrmiaxxotkn/ said: "Things are still tense about the
shooting. If the sxkoteé#x %xk soldier nas been aoquainbh acquitted, it would
be better to come out with ¥ it rather than let people remain in this
jumpy state of mind." A young woman said, "People haven't forgotten and they
AXEXX aren't going tc forget the shooting." Simultaneously, almost evergone
Egx tegan to talk about the inu. Some pecple retcld the story abeut.the Issei

policeman 4 S

pEXXwakawat kxxEkmxk /who had tried to Aatop the young men in Awe block from
doing militaristic exercises., This man, I was told, was an inu. The Co-op
board of direstors were &alled inu because, according to rumor, they were
enriching themselves at the expense of the residents.16 Most of the cerplaints
ancut the inu were made bv people xknkxﬁ who had hxnxxxkxxxmﬁi
w®y been associating with or assisgting smmExmembers of the administraticn,
Indeed, the first pecple whc complainfed tc me were the wife aud sister of
my friend{ Mr. Tsurudal{, who was on very zood terms with his Caucasian
supervisor and acccmpanied him on 4 visits to the messhalls. On June b,
knEpxhrhoxwgy the sister told me, "When we came to Tule Lake we thought we
would be trhough with inus ... but there are more of them than ever." The

i

wife added, "Ebery place ycu look you can see one." Mr. Kurihara told me that

~—~§>some peoole were calling him inu hecause I visited him occasicnally, He added,

"Hgving inu arcund keeps everybody on edge. fverybody suspects egeryobmdgc
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evorybody else. . It keeps the neople in a constant state of tensicn,

uec

Since nc cne cn the cam» excent a few members Bx®X of the underground

Resegregation Group

was doing anything that cenld get them into trouble with the autheorities,
I believe that mXx®m these complaints zkmmxkk® abcut the inu were, XIX
in fact, expressicns of the great anxiety and anger engendered by the

shooting and by the FExExREXNNatxxA@gakic happrantnchorcicnetcantiaicéonnde

ALL s Lpe el AR

T bl ol
faet—trat nq{nne:knew—dha@Athe Court Martical verdict would be. Indeed,
S
several of my res-ondents tcld me, angrily and snxicusly, "It all depends

on the vexdxkex verdict., "

On the niq@ of June 12. the brether of Mr. YNoma (wéinxx%Rxﬁx head cf

Co=-op)

the




Qe*tfie night of June 12,.the brother-of @ man-who had-openly-cooperated with
the:ddministration was assaulted and beaten so severly that he had concussion
of the brain. The next night, the accommodating police warden was beaten.
On the night of June 17, a gang of young men invaded the project high school,
tore down all the moveable fixtures and flushed them down the toilet. On
June 21, a mentally deranged Issei attacked his roommate with a hammer, almost
killing him. Several people told me that "The old man had found out that his
friend was an inu." On June 24 I ca]]Z% 2;}%&;36f?g; EZ??“???éndgfsé ESSEFSG
I.had met -at the Gile Center—=-Since then, they-had.been among my most helpful
respormernts.. The.wife was looking so anxious and upset that I asked her if any-
thing was wrong. Looking from right to left she whispered, "I think everybody

is nervous in here. This place gives me the willies." Her husband astonished

me by denouncing the "radicals" and the "pressure gang" and telling me that he

was considering relocation. "The %roub]e is they expect you to act like a damn

radical and go out and kill every hakujin (Caucasian) on the other side of the
fence. And when you don't act like that you are an inu." (Forty years later
his sister told me that he was being threatened and called a dog because I
visited him frequently and because he was working closely with nis Caucasian
supervisor in an attempt to improve the quality of the food served in the
mess halls.) Other respondents were also nervous and ill at ease. One man
said desperately: "If the agitators and spies would get out of here we'll
be united. But it wouldn't matter if we didn't have unity, so long as we
have peace!”

On June 28, nineteen Issei were sent from Tule Lake to the Santa Fe
Internment Camp operated by the Department of Justice. Fifteen were taken
from the stockade and four from the evacuee area. On June 30 another man

was assaulted.




By this time I had had all I could take. Although the head of our research
group had told me that I was never, under any circumstances, to talk to any
members of the administration, I disobeyed her and, on July 2, I called an
administrator- of high-rank, who, I knew, had often gone out of his way to
help the evacuees. [ told him that the situation in the camp was pathological
and that I had a premonition of disaster. He indicated that he was aware of this
but there was nothing he could do. Then he lowered his voice and told me that
on the night before some of the leaders of the underground group that had
sponsored the petition asking for a resegregation had told him that the removal
of the Issei to the Santa Fe detention center was "the last straw." They no
Tonger could or would restrain their "strong arm boys." Future attacks might
not be restricted to beatings. They might result in murder. That same evening
the General Manager of the Co-op. Mr. Noma, who had been stigmatized as a
“Number one Inu," was found lying on his brother's doorstep with a knife pushed

N -2

through his larynx to the base of his brain.' !

The immediate reaction to the murder was a general state of panic. All

members of the evacuee police force resigned. People rushed to the Co-op to
stock up on food supplies. Some collaborators, who feared they might be

"next on the Tist" were taken from the center and housed in the administrative

area.

On July 6, the verdict of court-martial was announced. The soldier had

been acquitted.TNone of the persons responsible forrthe assaults or the murder
were mE® ever apprehended. The Jananese American police force

was never properly reconstituted. And though some of the tension deminished,
everyone remained aware that resistance to or criticism of the "strong-arm

boys" would result in assault and that any attempt to obtain the protection of the

authorities would only increase the danger.
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There was nowknc reRe 9l nossibility of establishing any cooperative

i

AAxHA  or social relationshin between the evacwees and the memksx admin-
istrave staff., T myself received a letter from Mr. Kurihara advising me
X¥ "to stay out of the center for a while," Later, he exnlained that it was
not his ¥k but my life he was =mxummxhx concerned about. Immediatly aftoer
Mr. Noma was killed, some fanatics had spread t'e rumor that "a Caucasian
would be next". AmxIxwxm Inxnxhznxo nZFnxaInRNReRbs nARKIREX ikexnxnkatnnan
knrwxurbrbXbrbgbkbxhsxkxkmmx T wrcte to my respondents asking then tc let
me know wé? it might be safe to visit them. By mid~July three renlied

i
invited me to xxxk visit. Others exmkskmzmx suggested that I wait

"until things settle down." Others asked me not to visit kmEmmmam tnem

# because there weee kmx "tco many hot-headed pecrplz in their block".

"N
A few who worked in the adifimistrative section visited me during their

Tuxw lunch houﬁ and one f?{gnd from Gila continued to write me very
informative letters on general camp attitudes. Some of the Christan staf®
Save riadnidink ndidhdhichdudreainximatasane ek b SRS raioahedd
WBETBeBsoBad members, however, manazed to hold church FEXMEREXARAXKREIKXX
services and occasional sccial meetings., In 1980 e®Rfxpmaxnshdnwonznnhahd
REXNEWXBXRYXARXA a woman told me moRxEmER how ane had been encouared to
read the ®8ible by a Japanese Christian/and how she been visited hy
Christian staff sm® members. She regutarly attended mfwxmh services on
Sunday, even though her neiqhborgjzzgé-%&refﬁIlmjuddhistsf called her an
inu. When I asked her, "Is there any excerience that ycu still xmxmmirrex
carry wxkhym with you -- that she can never ferget?" she resoonded,

";Ee peoples' kindness in the camp, I neverd forget ", amdmimsmrmzmemctatceedctnat
>ome cf the Christian staff members - MShEr toTdine,

KXQxﬂhstxhencﬂccmmﬂmemtmemcmohdmmacmbabmsmmmcmﬁmbhemﬁhnhsﬁémncabaéécsn

HEHpEHS i nvited Tnot only me,®RB& but all the Christian neo~le" to
L\‘S‘
social affairs where 4@y cculd sit and tclk together,




By the end of July, rumors aobut the inu began to subside. First covertly,

and then overtly many people began to express dissatisfaction with the unending

tension. With increasing frequency they wished that there might be some “peace
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and order". No one, however, dared to suggest that anyone ought to co-operate
with or assist the administration. The one spirit 1ifting event of August 1944
was the release of all of the men still confined in the stockade. After eight
months of imprisonment without trial, they had obtained their release with the
help of the American Civil Liberties Union.

But there was to be no peace and quiet. On July 13, the project newspaper
reported that "a new law dealing with the relinquishment of their citizenship
by American citizens had been passed by the Congress of the United States and
signed by the Presidentf‘ Leaders of the pressure group who, in April, had circulated
a petition asking for aresegregation,now began to deliver lectures at small
block meetings. They assured their listeners that Japan was winning the war
and announced that they were in the process of forming an organization which would
give the young people in camp the discipline and education that they needed to
become useful citizens of a victorious Japan. In August, this group obtained
permission from the administration to use the high school auditorium for a series
of educatioé lectures. At the first lecture, they announced that the meeting

had been called to initiate the organization of the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinan-dan

(Young Men's Association for the Study of the Mother Country). This organization

they proclaimed, would stand for "the renunciation of citizenship on moral
principles." It's members would ded%cate themselves "to increase the appreciation
of our racial heritage by a study of the incompérab]e culture of our mother
country, to abide by the project regulations, to refrain from involvement in
center politics..to participate in physical exercises in order to keep ourselves
in good health."

To those evacuees who believed the organization's contention that it had
no political aims, the proposed activities had a strong attraction. Many of the

young Nisei who were contemplating expatriation had never been in Japan and

many could not speak or read the language. It would obviously be of great
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value to them in their future if they learned something of the way of 1life which
they expected to pursue. Their Issei parents wholeheartedly supported such an
endeavor, hoping thus to improve the young people's chance of economic success
and social acceptance in Japan. On the other hand, many evacuees were suspicious
of or disapproved of the new organization but "they are afraid to say anything."
Within a few weeks, several hundred young men had joined the Sokoku and

every morning before daybreak one could hear them striding down the firebreaks,

shouting "Wash-sho! Wash-sho! (Hip! Hip!). By mid-September many people were

complaining about being awakened before dawn by the shouting of the exercising
young men.

On September 21 the leaders of the Resegregation Group began to circulate
a second petition, asking for the signatures of all people who wished to return
to Japan at the first opportunity. The pe%tion was accompanied by an explanatory
pamphlet which stated that the Resegregationists were preparing a final list of
repatriates and expatriates and that this list was to be presented to both the
American and the Japanese governments. This time, however, many people reacted

with irritation and exasperation. Some told me that they wished the agitators

and the superpatriots would Teave them alone and that people who reused to sign

the petition were being threatened. One youn‘man who subsequently did expatriate
to Japan told me, "I'm Japanese no matter what they say...We don't show that we're
Japanese by signing the petition!" He added, "When they circulated the petition,
they said, 'If you sign this paper, you won't be drafted into the Army, and you'll
be the first to get on the exchange boat.' So everybody signed it." The
Resegregationists claimed some 10,000 signatures, but the majority of these
were minors or infants.

A few elderly Issei openly opposed the petition, pointing out that they
had already applied for repatriation through the Spanish consul. They advised

young men not to renounce their citizenship, "because the right of their
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citizenship is already denied them," and they called on the young men to
abstain from “"radical activities". On the night of October 15, three of
these anti-resegregationists were assaultad and brutally beaten. On October 30,
the son of another anti-resegregationist was knifed. The victims refused to name
or describe their assailants.

:>The Sokoku's early morning exercises now became more exhibitionally
militaristic. Drills, marching in goose step, and judo practice, were added
to the program. Bugles were purchased and the young men began to wear grey
sweat shirts stamped with the emblem of the rising sun. The leaders changed

the name of the organization from Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-dan (Young Men's

Association

the Study cf the Mother Country) to dokoku Seinen-dan ( Young Men's
for the S

-~ Associaticn,.
to Serve Our Mother Country).
On October 26, the project newspaper reported that "The Citizenship

Renunciation Law...is now operative," and that "forms may be secured from the

Attorney General as soon as they are printed." Hokoku officers immediately applied

for forms. When they received theﬁ,:typed dozens of carbon copies, so the members
might renounce immediately en masse. The Department of Justice declared the
typed forms invalid and during November only 107 applications were accepted.

In mid-November, the officers of the Daihyo Sha Kai, who had been released

from the stockade in August, began to oppose the Resegregatian Group's organizations.

and to advige the yoinT men not

to reniunce tne citizensnin, ;
They could afford to do this not only

because they were widely respected, but because they too had a following of
8t v au- > AL Ay 2

stalwart young men who could serve as bodyguards. As the feud, continued,

people began to resign from the Resegregation Group's organizations.
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TheLResegregapjgnists were now threatened from another source. On December 6,

John Burling, representing the U.S. Department of Justice, arrived at Tule Lake

to open hearings for persons who had applied for renunciation of citizenship.
(fﬁereupon the Resegregationists intensified their activities, holding their noisy
predawn militaristic exercises as close to the fence as possible and blowing

their bugles Touder than ever. Burling, however, proceeded to investigate the

group and intervicw thic leaders. He told them, and announced to the other residents
that =hcir activitics were subversive and, if continued, would lead to internment

in a Department of Justice camp for potentially dangerous enemy aliens.
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However, two administrative decisions, one by the Army and the other by
the War Relocation Authority, transformed the general distrust of the
Resegregationists' program into a wholehearted support of their major aim--
the renunication of American citizenship. On December 19, the project newspaper
announced that "the new system will permit the great majority of persons of
Japanese ancestry to move freely anywhere in the U.S. that they wish to go."

On the same day, a mimeographed statement by Dillon Myer was distributed to

all the residents, to the effect that "all relocation centers will be closed

S

within a period of six months to one year after the recovation of the exlusion

orders." On the same day, Project Director Best announced: "The Tule Lake Center
will be considered both a relocation center and a segregation center for some
time to come. Those whom the Army authorities designate as free to leave here
will be in the same status as residents of a relocation center."

The announcements amazed, bewildered, and frightened the segregants. Before
the evacuation most of the older people had been poor farmers or farm workers.

In the process of evacuation, they had lost everything. If they now left Tule

Lake, their sons would be drafted and they would be left alone and penniless
in an alien and hostile country. Most of the younger people did not wish to
abandon their parents and siblings, and even when they wished to leave Tule
Lake, the were agonized by their parents' pleas that they not be left alone.
And while some people genuinely wished to “get out of Tule Lake" they had second
thoughts when they read or heard of statements like these:
"The people of California are overwhelmingly opposed to

the return of any Japanese during the war...to allow the Japanese

to return during the war is inadvisable because it would cause

riots, turmoil, bloodshed, and endanger the war effort...Return

of the Japanese Americans to the west coast is apt to result in

‘'wholesale bloodshed and violence,' Representative Engle, Democrat,

of California, said today."18

Lsameprancisco—thronicle, Deeember +3,~394d- .
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On Decmeber 19, an Army team of some twenty officers arrived at Tule Lake
and began to hold hearings at the rate of 400 to 500 a day. Only males
were given hearings, it being assumed that females would remain with the males
of the family. Reports quickly spread that regardless of the answers given to
the soldiers, almost everybody called for a hearing was given an exclusion
order", which meant that he would be expected to leave Tule Lake and take up
residence outside the zones of exclusion. On December 24, a Nisei girl told me:
"A friend of my brother told the soldijer that he was a repatriate and Toyal to
Japan, but he was still handed a permit to leave camp provided he does not go
to certain excluded areas." On the same day another young woman told me: "I am
worried by the results of the hearings of some of the young men I know. In
spite of their pro-Japan statements; they were not told that they would be
detained."

This growing conviction that security could be gained only by the
renunciation of citizenship revived the power and influence of the Resegre-
gationists. And when, on December 27, the Department of Justice removed
seventy prominent members of the group to the detention camp at Santa Fe, the
Resegregationist ideology once again came to dominate the camp. For months,
they had been urging people to renounce their utterly depreciated citizenship.
Now, they boasted, their leaders, by being interned, had been placed in a secure
refuge and no longer needed to fear resettlement or military induction.

On Demceber 29, a Nisei girl told me: " Iheard the rumor that all those

who renounce their citizenship will be taken to Santa Fe." A few days later

a number of young people assured me that they would not mind relocating "if

we had everything as when we left. But we've lost everything." In addition,

many pointed out, they had no assurance to finding employment.
The intense anxiety and sense of helplessness were greatly increased when,

on January 5, Dillon Myer, National Director of the WRA, reaffirmed his earlier
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statement that the WRA's prime objective..." is to restore the people residing
in the relocation centers to private life in normal communities." An official

pamphlet stating that families who left the centerwould receive a maximum of

assistance of coach fare and a total of $25.00 was distributed throughout the camp.l

The Resegregationists now literally went berserk, performing their mili-
taristic Japanese exercises with ever increasing noise and exaltation. Even
old womeﬁZ:}ow participated in the exercises, wearing slacks and yelling
“Wash sho!" The parents of the young men who had been interned.proudly told
their neighbors, "My child has now become a true Japanese!" There was a
widespread rumor that those who had not renounced were going to be kicked out
of the camp. Newspaper reports of how Japanese Americans or Nisei soldiers had
been threatened, attacked, shot at, or had their homes burned, were quoted to
me.zo In Idaho, a mob attacked a group of Nisei soldiers and in California,
shots were fired at the home of some relocating Japanese Americans.

As applications for renunciation continued to pour in, Burling the
Department of Justice Representative, tried to stem the flood by asking the
WRA to delcare Tule Lake a "refugéé'center“ from which no one would be forced
to relocate for the duration of the war. WRA, however, refused to yield on
the matter of forced resettlement and the only concession made--on January 29--
was an announcement that "those who do not wish to Teave Tule Lake center at

this time are not required to do so and they may continue to live here or at some

similar center until January 1946."
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During January 3,400 young persons (40% of the citizen population) applied
for denationalization. On February 12, Mr. Kunitani, who had been Chairman of

the Negotiation Committee of the Daihyo Sha Kai,wrote me a letter telling me of

a current rumor that if young men did not join the Resegregationist Group,
“they will be subject to draft by March of this year." He continued, "I am of

the opinion that some kind of statement should be forthcoming from the Justice

>
Department...The result, if left unbated, will not only be tragic but dreadful.

I don't know what you are able to do, but for justice's sake, please take some action."

In all, 70% of those eligible renounced their citizenship. On March 16, the
WRA belatedly announced that all resegregationist activities were unlawful.

In 1981-82 only 12 of my respondents chose to speak about the activities
of the Resegregation Group, and most of these preferred to tell me how they
avoided or resisted the proselytizing activities of the "superpatriots." In
talking about that period a respondent, then age 14, emphasized how disturbed
the people in the camp were.

“Up to that point the people obeyed what the administration

told us to do. And the line of communication in the block and

all the way down to the residents was very strong. But when this

force came, it really destructed the whole administration and the

line of communication, because it split the camp in two. The one

wg§f:‘you had to be a superpatriot to Japan. And the other was:

you were just an internee, because you wrote No-No on your

lToyalty questionnaire. They really split the camp apart."
I said, "Yes, people were forced to sign." He responded: "Right, and
they beat you up." He then told me that he and his friends never walked
about the camp alone but always went in groups. "Because, if you weren't

on their side, they would pick a fight."
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While a number of my respondents had renounced their citizenship,
two were willing to talk about this experience. One man told me:
"And that was another stupid thing that we got caught doing.
Partly it was our stupidity, but it was also forced on us by

the Congress and the people in power...After so many years in

camp, one becomes a different person...I know that psychologically

we were not normal, and whenever we were up against some kind of
problem, the environment affected the way we made decisions and

we reacted.

Ouring the summer of 1945, many renunciants wrote to the Department of

Justice and asked for permission to withdraw their renunications.

After the surrender of Japan, many more asked for permissicn to withdraw,

The Department
of Justice, however, was preparing to send all of the renunicants to Japan.
On September 26, regulations governing their deportation were published and
on October 8, the department began the "registration of the renunciants" who
were fingerprinted and photographed. They were told that they were now classed
as "native American aliens." Thereupon, a group of renunciants obtained the
support of Wayne Collins, a San Francisco attorney. On November 5, Collins
entered two suits in federal courts asking "that certain named renunciants be
set at Tiberty, that deportation orders be cancelled, that the applications
for renunciations be declared void, and the plaintiffs be declared nationals

9
of the United States.'ﬁ“

During the following weeks the number of plaintiffs
rose to 4,322. On December 10, 1945, Department of Justice officials at Tule
Lake announced that "mitigation" hearings would be held for all renunciants
and also for those aliens who did nto wish to return to Japan.

During the period--September 1945 to January 1946--thousands of people
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Teft Tule Lake and resettled in other areas of the United States. On August 1,
the population was 17,341. On January 31, it was 5,045, all of whom were
detainees or their families. On February 12, 1946 the Department of Justice
announced the names of 406 renunciants who had not passed the hearings and
who were to be deported.
During the fall of 1945 and the early months of 1946

over a thousand renunciants and many Japanese aliens sailed

for Japan. Through February 23, 1946, a total of 4,046 residents

of Tule Lake had also left. Of these 1,116 were renunciants who

did not apply for a mitigation hearing, 1,523 were aliens, and

1,767 were American citizens, all but 49 were the minor children

of aliens or renunciants...All in all, some eight thousand

persons of Japanese descent left for Japan between V-J day and mid-1946.21’

The Tlitigation initiated by Wayne Collins on behalf of the renunciants
dragged on for many years. Detailed accounts are presented by tenBroek and
by Michi Weglyn. Weglyn concludes her account with the following statement:

March 6, 1968. It was twenty-three years after he had

brought the illegal, racially abetted deportation of the Nisei

and Kibei to a screeching halt that Collins was finally able to

write in the concluding renunciation proceedings (Abo v. [Ramsay A.]

Clark) with an air of justifiable triumph:

"A Méjority of those who had been forcibly removed

to Japan were restored to their home in this country.
The fundamental rights, liberties, privileges and
immunities of these citizens are now honored. The
discrimination practiced against them by the government
has ceased. The episode which constituted an infamous

chapter in our history has come to a close.
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In 1981-82, most respondents were willing to talk about their postwar
experiences and some gave me detailed accounts. One young man told me that at
Tule Lake he developed a friendship with a missionary teacher who advised him
not to go to Japan with his parents and seven siblings. But "after my family
repatriated I was put on the deportation 1ist. That was unthinkable because I
expected to be released any day." But then "I joined the Tule Lake Defense
Committee and Wayne Collins came to our rescue. His intervention prevented
additional deportations." After the hearing, in which he was asked whether he
would bear arms for the United States and whether he was loyal to the Emperor
of Japan he was released. He was drafted and served in the Army for 15 months.
Then he went to San Francisco, and although he was a qualified x-ray technician
and jobs were available in his category, no one would give him a job. "And
so I washed dishes and cleaned windows and put myself through college." Finally,
with the assistance of a sympathetic Jewish doctor he was accepted as a student
by the Stanford Medical School. At the end of our talk I asked him, "Looking
back today, what part of your experience is still the hardest to bear?" He
responded:

[ think the incarceration without a hearing. I still wake up in

a pool of sweat and I'm still in camp writing letter to the Justice

Department and getting no replies...To this day I'm still in camp.

It's a recurring nightmare.

He then told me that he had testified at the hearings conducted by the
Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians but that most of
the Nisei he knew were afraid to testify. "They still do not believe that their

citizenship entitles them to legal justice."

Most of the people I talked to in 1981 and 1982 were permitted to relocate

without being subjected to deportation hearings. But all of them experienced

difficulties in finding employment. Several were promised jobs on the East
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Coast or the Midwest, but when they arrived they were told that the Jjobs were
not available. A woman told me that she and her husband stayed at a
Philadelphia hotel for six months, "visiting employment offices every day"
until her husband finally was given a Jjob as a farm manager. Several teenagers
described how they worked their way through high school and college as domestic
servants or dishwashers in restaurants. A young woman whose parents repatriated
to Japan leaving her alone in America had a severe nervous breakdown. A young
man who, at age 15, accompanied his repatriating parents to Japan returned
alone to the United States at age 17 and worked his way through high school
and college. Eventually he became a physician. He told me, "Having survived
that, I think I can survive anything. But I learned that with patience and

determination you can overcome anything and succeed."

Many ¢f my respondents sooke with deep appeciatiicn of the assis#i%nce and
suppert given them by a few sympathetic Christian staff =xkREXX members
during the last agonizing year of camp life/raadmﬁu?%BQﬂbhemdméé¢cu&bc
They also spoke with deep axxm appreciation cof the assistance givan them
by Jewish and Christian grouos who, after they had left the zmwkwex camp,
took them in and helped them find emplcyment.‘f
i One
young man said,”I learned that not all people hated us." Another said: "I
lTearned that God loves us in spite of what we are." In describing her recovery,
the young woman who had a nervous breakdown told me: "No matter what happens,
God Toves me without any strings attached!" About half of my Nisei respondents

have become Christians and active participants in church groups.

Although some of My respondents told me that they or tuheir siblines

"llave hever g " wi ' ieti
geen able to zmmx cepe” with the anxieties engendered by tieir

experiencess it is heartwarming tc report that some




have become personnel directors, architects,

=4

insurance salesmen, expert electricians, designers, professors, doctors, and

in at least one case, dedicated and appreciated leaders in their communities.

On June 6, I aske® interviewd a woman whose husband kamxbhmewxix
was inmorisoned in the stcckade for nine months. “Wren their first child was
born, she anpxnxmbmdm&hemémcmemcncmbmwmthembmbychomttscda&beccc tried %o
shcw the baby to its father, but was brutally pushed zway from the fence

by an armed scldier. At the end of cur talk I ased her,"Jas there anything

that happened to you that helped you to become a wiser or better person?"
She thought for a long time and then said, "The experience definitely made you

wiser. There will not be a second time. Definitely!"




FOOTNCTES
L. Persons born in Japan were called Issei, that is, first gzene:ation
immezrants. Persons born in the United States were calledff4¢if Nisei,
that is, second generation immegrants. Persons bern in the United
States but educated in Japan were called Kibei, The literal meaning of
'Kibei' 1is ''returned to America', For a detailed statement of its

voried meanings, see Rkmm BDorothy S. Thomas and Richard Nishimoto, THE
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Footnoes - 2.

1. . |
Buring periods of stress, any Japanese American who appeared to be

A./ 03 .
assisting or collaborating with the Administration was in danger of XWX
being EraNEERXAXXANODKEALY called an inu. To be stigmatized as an i

brought secial estracism, which, in the crowded

and confined life of the mwwkm®x camps , was painful in the extreme. A suspected
“]Zfﬁsgih, leaving his barrack room, wruld be barked at by his neighbors. If he
| seated himself in the mess hall, he was met with an uncomfortable silence and
meaningful glances. If he entered a latrine or boiler room, the common

A

o
gathering Ex places for gossip and discussion, friegly talk or ar?ument ceased °*

uitﬁ;ﬂ;§“appsacannev——WhenE%ension between the administration and the

evacuees became severe, he might be assaulted and beaten.

12. Fieldnctes, March 19, 19LkL.
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fz . Swbsequently he xmErakxxx and his wife returned tc Janan where

ne became‘Chairman cf the 3oard cf Tokyo Railway Ccmbpany.

[ .Themas and MNishimoto, pe. 250.

15, Fieldnotes, June L, k9LL.

15. On June 25, a beunevolent elderly man tcld me, "All over camp peonle
are saying that there are a few managees of the XX Co-6p whc are
cooperating with the administrators to get graft out of the Co-op;ﬁf
They told me, 'If you say anytning against tne Cc-op, you'll be
arrested. '"

17. In 19°1, a respondent told me that a few days before he was mardered,
Mr. Noma had made a speech in the messhall in which he called on the

people to stop the violence and criticized the leaders of the undergrrus
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18. SAN FRANCISCO CHROWICLE, Becember 13, 1%k,
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in groups whereever we went. Because, if you weren't on their side, you know,
they would try to pick a fight."

Taro Tokunaga, a Hawaiian-born Japanese American in his early forties,
told me that he admonished some young Resegregationists and that !'some
people" had threatened to kill him.

While a number of my respondents tT&sd renounced their citizenship, only
two of them were willing to talk about this experience.

i, KURAKAWA cadd |

And that was another stupid thing that we got caught doing. Partly

it was our stupidity, but it was also forced on us:by the Congress

and the people in power. . .After so many years in camp, one becomes:;

a different person. . .I know that psythologically we were not normal,

and wheneyer we were up against some kind of problem, the environ-

ment affected the way we made decisions and we reacted.

‘h)d‘ OJ& /J—d-rt.n‘(—e‘

I went through the renunciation process too. And that was

mainly a reaction again. I was very depressed during that period.

In fact, I thought I was coming down with a mental breakdown at

that point. . .I was getting all those dizzy spells and ringing in

my head and all that sort of thing. I couldn't concentrate or re-

member anything. I was in pretty bad shape for a while. It was

a very very difficult tyying time.

POSTWAR TRAUMATA OF THE RENUNCIANTS

During the summer of 1945, many renunciants wrote to the Department of
Justice and asked for permission to withdraw their renunciations. The num-
ber of applications increased sharply after the surrender of Japan. The
Department of Justice, however, was preparing to send all of the renunciants
to Japan. On September 26, regulations governing their deportation were pub-
lished and on October 8, the department began the ''registration of the renun-

ciants" who were fingerprinted and photographed. They were told that they
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were now classed as "native American aliens.'" Thereupon, a group of renun-
ciants obtained the support of Wayne Collins, a San Francisco Attorney. On
November 5, Collins entered two suits in federal courts "asking that certain
named renunciants be set at liberty, that deportation orders be cancelled,
that the applications for renunciations be declared void, and the plaintiffs
be declared nationals of the United States.'"} During the following weeks
the number of plaintiffs rose to 4,322. On December 10, 1945, Department of
Justice officials at Tule Lake announced that "mitigation" hearings would be
held for all renunciants and also for those aliens who did not wish to re-

turn to Japan.

During this period--September 1945 to January 1946--thousands of people
left Tule Lake and resettled in other areas of the United States. On August 1,
the population was 17,341. On January 31, it was 5,045, all of whom were detainees
of their families. On February 12, 1946 the Department of Justice announced
the names of 406 renunciants who had not passed the hearings and who were to be
deported.

During the fall of 1945 and the early months of 1946 over a
thousand renunciants and many Japanese aliens sailed for Japan. Through
February 23, 1946, a total of 4,406 residents of Tule Lake had also
left. Of these 1,116 were renunciants who did not apply for a miti-
gation hearing, 1,523 were aliens, and 1,767 were American citizens,
all but 49 were the minor children of aliens or renunciants. . . All
in all, some eight thousand persons of Japanese descent left for Japan

between V-J day and mid-1946.2

lPrejudice, War, and the Constitution. Jacobus tenBroek, Edward N. Barnhart,
and Floyd W. Matson, University of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1970.

21bid. pp. 180-1.
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He lived with and worked for a Jewish family for room and board.
And, from there I volunteered for the United States Army

during the Korean War. It's really ironic. Up from 1941 to

'45 or '46 we're what they call security risks. And then by

1949, we're all in Military Intelligence, with the highest secur-

ity clearance. I got the highest clearance. So I look back on

it today and I think, boy, that is really ironic. From a sus-

pected disloyal person you get the highest security clearance.

The reason, I think, is that we were still trying to prove

our loyalty. . .Most of us were too young for World War II.

And when the Korean War came, quite a few of us volunteered @ ol

to continue to prove that we were loyal. My brothers also volun-

teered. They were all in Military Intelligence. One was in

Air Force Intelligence and the other was in the CIC, which is

Counter Intelligence. . .So today, when they say that we were

put in camp because of disloyalty, it doesn't really hold water,

because, as soon as the war's over we're considered the lgyalest

kids and given high military classification.

It doesn't really make sense.

Mr. Okamotg who was 11 at the time of the evacuation, told me that
when he was in Tule Lake he attended one of the Japanese language schools
and learned to speak Japanese very well. "I got so I couldn't speak English
so well with my English speaking friends. I felt I was developing a Japanese
accent." Mr. Okamoto left Tule Lake in October of 1945, worked his way
through high school and then enlisted in the Army. During the Korean War
because of his competence in Japanese he served in the Army language school.
Like John Kikuchi, he relished the irony of serving in Military Intelligence
only a few years after he and his family had been stigmatized as "dangerous

criminals."
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MEMORIES OF POSTWAR TRAUMATA
Most respondents were willing to talk about their postwar experiences and
many gave me detailed accounts.
ARTHUR KIKUCHI
Arthur Kikuchi was 15 years old at the time of the evacuation. He accom-
panied his parents and seven siblings to Tule Lake. At Tule Lake he worked

as an x-ray technician in the Project hostpital. Early in 1946, his parents

and all of his siblings repatriated to Japan. But because of the influence of

a missionary teacher he refused to accompany them.,
When I remarked: "Looking back on your experiences in Tule Lake, some of

them must have been rather painful, " he responded:
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Yes. . . .One was after my family repatriated and I was put on de-

portation list. That was something unthinkable, because my close

friend and I expected to be released any day. Instead I was put

on a deportation list. And it surprised me because my father never

involved himself in any of the rallies and war cries. He was a very

quiet and reflective man who was apolitical.
I asked: "What happened?"
He responded: "What happened was I joined the Tule Lake Defense Committee
and Wayne Collins came to our rescue. And there is an Irish terrier ifyyou
ever saw one. He could not stand to see the government pushing us around this
way. And he got hopping mad and he really devoted the balance of his life to
our cause. This man is a righteous man and he was not intimidated by the govern-
ment. His intervention. . .prevented additional deportation.

At my deportation hearing I was asked why I didn't go with my family.
And T said that it would be a foreign country and it would mean for me to start
all over again. And I could just not see that.

And I then was asked whether I would bear arms for the United States.
And I explained that I'm in a medical field and already an x-ray technician
and that I could not bear arms. If you were to categorize me, I would be a
pacifist. I would be willing to go and serve in the armed forces, but in a
non—-combat capacity.

And then the men questioned my loyalty to the Emperor and at that point
I said to the interpreter: 'What ancestryyare you?' He said, 'I'm part Irish
and part German.' So I said, 'Are you loyal to the Kaiser?'

He said, 'Don't be ridiculous.' I said, 'You said it.'

Then I was drafted. . .I had to serve my country now or spend time in a
real clinker. . .It was not much of a choice. . .I served in the Army for 15

months.
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After I got out of the Army I couldn't get a job. Unfortunately, I ended
up in San Francisco. I came to San Francisco little realizing that that city
was possibly the steepest in prejudice. I didn't know that. And so, although
I was a qualified x-ray technician and jobs were available in my category, they
would not give me a job. And so I washed dishes and cleaned windows and I put
myself as a house boy and started off to college.

I went through (college) as a houseboy and after the lifting of prejudice,
finally in the late '40's, I was able to get a job as an m-ray technician. But
it took a sympathetic Jewish doctor to get me in. . .I applied at the Stanford
Medical School. . .

I went through Stanford Medical School first as a Darkroom technician; and
then I was an x-ray technician there; and then the director of the department
offered me a job in his office and at that point I knew that I didn't want to
continue being in a field in which I couldn't be independent, because I knew
it would be tough getting a job. I had to find a way of getting independent
and so I enrolled in the professional school and got into Podiatry College."

I then asked: "Looking back today, what part of your experience is still
the hardest to bear?"

He responded: "I think the incarceration without a hearing; I still wake
up at unpredictable time and I'm still in camp, and I wake up in a pool of
sweat. And I'm still in camp, and I'm still writing letter to the Justice De-
partment, and getting no replies and that has been the toughest.. . .

. » .To this day I'm still in camp. So that's a nightmare, a recurring
nightmare. I think if we were paying for a crime, you'd say to yourself, 'Well,
I deserve to be put there,' but if it isn't, then the anguish, the mental

anguish. s
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I appeared at the National Hearing, the one that was held in Los Angeles.1
And interestingly enough, from this valley, only three of them (Japanese
Americans) went forward to testify; the others are still afraid to testify.
The reason being that they feel that anything that they say might be counter-
productive in that they may be put on the undesirable list of the FRIL"

I asked: "People are still afraid?"
He said: "Still afraid. Because they still do not trust the fact that
the United States citizenship confers no immunity and no legal justice.
This is the fear that is put into them. And so, to this day, you will finQ@;' ﬁf
very few people reluctant to even grant an interview. And I am able to grant
it because I've been through the worst and the worst;Fill to come is that they
could still deport me if they so wish. Well, I have had a creative life,
and so it doesn't make any difference now. So that's the way I look at it.
And I think if we are afraid of ourselves. . .that's not healthy. So I en-

courage the Nisei people to speak up. But they are not the speaking kind.

KOSHIRO FURAKAWA

Koshiro Furakawa was 19 or 20 years old at the time of the evacuation.
He was, at first, reluctant to talk to me, explaining: "I don't want to be
used by a professor who is out to advance himself or herself." I thereupon
offered to tell him some of the general impressions I had gained from my
previous interviews. He agreed with all of them, and, as we conversed, he
began to tell me about some of his experiences. He told me that soon after
his arrival at Tule Lake, he had tried to relocate. But the people in charge
of student relocation had asked him, "Do you have a thousand dollars inyyour

account?" He said, "No." They said, "Well, we can't even encourage you to

go.

er. Kikuchi is referring to the hearings conducted by the Commission

ﬁggyartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians which were conducted in 1980
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At the end of our talk, I asked him, "You know, I'm curious, how did
you manage when you did get out?" He replied:

Well, when I finally came out I came out without my citi-
zenship. And so some things were closed to me unless I lied. And
in some cases I lied. But I was able to go to UC in California
because the president, Gordon Sproul, I think, was very pro-
Japanese American. . .

So I think I was able to 80, pretending I was a regular
student. Otherwise, if I said I had no citizenship I would have
to pay non-resident fee, in which case I wouldn't have been able
to go, But because of Sproul, that was open. There were other
things I was interested in... . like. . . Foreign Service. But
that was closed to me without citizenship and of course they would
check on my records. And there were all kinds of other things.
Even though I graduated from UCLA, I felt that jobs in teaching
Qr other jobs were closed. So I came up to Berkeley to bide my
time, because at the time there was a law suit going where we
were trying to recover our citizenship and so I spent several
more years until I finally recovered my citizenship, and then
I was free to pursue my career or whatever. But I felt that I

wasted some time there.

If you feel that I still feel bitter about it, I do. And

yet, you know, I've been able to live with it and make adjust-

ments. I'm a professional librarian, and I have been able to
support a family and also pursue my interests as a writer, actor,
and playwrite.

So I don't feel too bad. I've gotten my education, you know.

I went to UCLA and then I went to Cal. I went back to get my
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library degree, so that I could get a job. And I don't feel
that T want to go (to college) anymore. I didn't really care
for the academic life, so, being more of an artist, I feel pretty

good. I feel good about my family and so it is all right.

LIFE IN JAPAN
Children and young teen-agers who were taken to Japan by their repatri-
ating parents probably suffered the most agonizing of the experiences cre-
ated by the evacuation. Joseph Kikuchi, who was 12 years old when he and his
family arrived in Japan told me that they were obliged to live in a cardboard
shelter, that they could get no food and were forced to cook and eat weeds
to stay alive, and that the Japanese called them "Americans" or "outsiders"
His brother Thomas, age 15, wrote the following account for me.
I would say the four or five years after leaving Tule Lake
were the hardest time of my life. Having survived that, I knew
I could survive anything.
When we arrived in Japan in 1946, the country was in utter
chaos. There were people coming back from China, Manchuria, the
Phillipines, Taiwan, Korea, and wherever else they might have been.
It seemed as though half of Japan was bombed out. People were
sleeping in train stations, in makeshift cardboard houses; people

looking for scraps of food, begging for food. I remember once

passing out on th7étreet, and when I woke up I was in a hospital.

They told me I was suffering from malnutrition. I hadn't eaten

in weeks. Eventually, I was hired as an interpreter for the U.S.
military occupation forces. As an American citizen, I was allowed
to live in a foreign national dormitory and to eat my meals there.

Fortunately, one of my brothers was on occupation duty, and
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he lent me the money to return to the United States.

I was 17 years old when I returned here. I had $20.00 in
my pocket. I worked in a restaurant washing dishes from 6:00
a.m. until 8:00 p.m., 6% days a week. My pay was $160.00 per
month. After a year and a half, I decided there was no future in

that, so I enrolled in high:school. L&orked in a private home

/
/

"4
for room and board while attending school. Now that I think of

it, they had a bargain. For $25.00 a month, they had me do all

the things they would have had to pay a full time servant ten

times as much.

For a long time I was even ashamed to tell people I had

been interned in camps during the war. It was almost like I

had committed a crime and was incarcerated for it. Now that it

is in the open, I feel that a tremendous load has been lifted

off my shoulders. I am gradually getting to the point of talking

about it without getting too emotional. . .

My camp experiences left me with a terrible sense of inse-
curity. I have this fear about being poor and hungry though

I could retire now and probably live on my pension and the in-

vestments I have made. I attribute a lot of that on my camp

and post-camp experiences.

Respondents who had renounced their American citizenship were reluc-
tant to say anything about their life in Japan. For example, Mr. and Mrs.
Kurusu, who had been my respondents in Tule Lake, would tell me nothing ex-
cept that Mr. Kurusu had finally managed to get a job as interpreter for the
U.S. Army. Mr. Iida, who, at Tule Lake had been an ardent member of the
Resegregationist Group said only, "It was a bad time. Everything was bad

and it was not pleasant to live in Japan at that time.'" His wife, who had




accompanied him to Japan but had not renounced her citizenship was willing
to tell me more:

To begin with, there/was no food. . .Everything was negative
to what I had been thinking. It was very depressing. .

When I first came back (to the United States) in 1953, what
hit me the most was how abundant everything was. . . When we came
back here, and all those supermarkets were stocked so much. It
was a good feeling to know that now you could buy whatever you
felt like. Not have to take what they gave out, and then pay for
it. Things at the beginning, it was rationed, and sometimes the
food. . .you just wouldn't like it or you didn't know what to

do with it. If it's rationed, you just had to take your share.
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It is probably that many of the young American citizens who ‘accom-

panied their parents to Japan experienced the ultimate trauma, because they
were not accepted by the native born Japanese.

A young woman told me: '"We were hated by the Japanese for going to
Japan soon after the war ended. They said, 'Why did you come here? You're

not Japanese, you're American.'"

Another said: "They told us, 'You're out-
siders.' We never could feel at home in Japan."

Other respondent did not wish to talk about this aspect of Japan.
Subsequently I asked several Japanese born university students about this
phenomenon. They told me that "a Japanese born in Americgis always considered
an outsider in Japan and will never be accepted as a true Japanese." I also

noted that Charles B. Munson had said, '"The American educated Japanese is

a boor in Japan and is treated like a foréigner.”l

lCharles B. Munson, "Report on Japanese on the West Coast of the United
States," in HEARINGS, 79th Congress, lst session, Joint Committee on the
Investigation of the Pearl Harbor Attack. Washington D.C. Government Printing
Office, 1946. (Cited from Weglyn, YEARS OF INFAMY, pp. 41-2.)




MITCHIKO TSUDA

The most detailed account of life after leaving Tule Lake was given

by Mitchiko Tsuda, who was eight years old when her mother took her and

her two sisters to Japan.
The atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima in August, 1945. That

was horrifying news for my parents and many of their friends in

C O
Cmaﬁfwho had relatives in Hiroshima. Many people came to our

barrack:and listened to the radio and cried. My parents were
frantic when they heard the broadcast. They had four children
in Hiroshima. They had not had any communication with them since
the Pacific war started. We had no way of knowing if they had
survived the bombing and if so where they could be or who was
taking care of them.

My parents decided at this time that my mother and the three
children (another sister was born in Tule Lake) should go to Japan

and my father would stay in California. My father's assets were
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still frozen, so he wanted to stay and try to recover his funds.

My mother had to go to Japan to see if her children and in-laws
were still alive. Since independent civilian travel was impossible,
the only way my mother could quickly get to Japan was to renounce
her American citizenship and get on the expatriation ship. It was
an agonizing decision but my mother renounced her citizenship.

After Christmas 1945, we were finally allowed to leave Tule
Lake. My father left first. Then my mother, sisters and I were
put on a train for Astoria, Oregon to catch our ship to Japan.

It was during the night and raining outside when our trian slowed
down at the Klamath Falls station. The window shades were closed
but someone told us to peek out. I looked out and there I saw

my father standing in the rain, all alone, waving to us. I was
not to see him again for nearly ten years.

We were only allowed to take things that we could carry by
ourselves. My sister and I had huge knapsacks on our backs filled
to the brim, My mother also had a knapsack plus a suitcase and a
free hand to hold on to my little sister.

The ship we took to Japan was the General Gordon. We were in

steerage where we were packed like sardines. There were rows
upon rows of bunks, and jépt about everyone got seasick. There
was no privacy. The ocean was very rough, and I was:drenched
every time I went on deck. It took us approximately ten days to
get to Uraga, Japan.

We were once again herded into barracks in Uraga and kept
there for approximately th weeks. The food in the American con-
centration camps was bad but the food in Uraga was worse. Urage

in January was very cold but there was no heat in the building.
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After what seemed like a long time, we were put on trains
to be taken to our destination. The train was so crowded that one
could not get up to even use the bathroom. And every time the train
made a stop at a station, there were Japanese soldiers pounding
on the windows with their shoe to let them in. These doldiers
had no way of getting home, since the Japanese railway system
was not in operation at that time. Our train was run by the oc-
cupation forces and we were told to keep the windows closed.
My sister used to have horrible nightmares about this experience.

My mother sent a telegram to my grandparents as soon as she

found out when we would get to Hiroshima. But when we got to

f
Hiroshima, no one was there to meat us. My motherAnew where my

grandparents lived so she decided we should walk there since there
were no buses or taxis.

There is large river that runs through Hiroshima. There were
some damaged and partly burned houses standing on the side of the
Fiver where we walked. But on the other side of the river, all
I could see for miles and miles was charred, black, flat land with
hardly a structure standing.

When we got to my grandparents' house, we were glad to find
my grandparents and brother and three sisters safe. Their home
was far enough away from the bombed area to escape any major damage.
But we were not welcome in Japan. We were scornfully asked, 'Why
did you come here?" Food was scarce and life was very difficult.
I broke out with boils all over the palms of both my hands. The

doctor said it was malnutrition and I needed penicillin. Peni-




MEMORTIES OF THE RESEGREGATIONSTS - 1981-82

In 1981-1982 only 12 of my 27 respondents chose to speak about the

fimommmam actibities of the Resegregation Groups/ NEXXEXXKEXKXEKAKLAEAKE

xbxpxxrexkxyx and most cf these preferred to tell me how they avcided
XEXnxnn
AN JEkngnmonEexnxeEminbnngooningxxer,resisted XNXXEEX or resisted the

{ @ergorn p oAridd"
pressnreszz proselyting activities of the Resdgregatiens. xznxexmmpiey

— g ¥
Thomas Sawada, \for mamg example,) said: "This so-called Hoshi&-dan group
* " ’ ,

e ——

started. . They talked them into joifping this organization. . some innccent

Niseis who. did know what it was all about.. . Se, anyway, they came over to
our place to see if we would join them. I said, "Don't bother us. We have
ou \‘
ourd own ways of deiug things,/yméy do ycur way, I do my way.' His brother
John, who wasf msoot employed as head of the kitchens, explained
that his work keot him very busy. When I asked him whether he or his family
had ever been pressured by the Resegregationists, he said:
No. Of course, a lot of people said, "Oh, it's good for you." It was
gocd, but the motives hehind it was not the thing that I liked. And
due to the fact that I took up JOINX Judo., . I had encugh esmercises
and everything . . exercise in the mecrning is good, but I don't need
that type of regimen,
Yrurs/
Ngriko Tsuruda xmkakwst told me how she, as %hwomén, had avoided
invelvement ., wxkkxkie
I used to work at the beauty shop. . and wham hnmpmwan they
used to come xxm around and they used to talk, those pro-
Japanese. And when they started talking about citizenship and
rencuncing,xk I used to go and sit in the zmxm corner and do my
crocheting or knitting. I wouldn't mingle wihknxkkmm because I
didn't want them to ask me 7 if I had already denounced my
citizenship, which I didn't. .. but you wouldn't dare express

your thoughts,
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When I asked vgzs.murusu, wheo was in her early thirties: "Was there any person

or people in Tule Lake whom you disliked or who you thought were behaving
foolishly, she replied:
they call them:

'

Well - the pro-Japan, wnat did

R. Wax: The Sckuji Kikoku Hoshi-dan?

Mrs. Kurusu: Oh.. the Hoshi-dan, that's it. I thought they were stupid.
] =) J h

When I asked her if she could tell me more about it, she would say only:

"I couldn't understand them . .I wasn't that pro-Japan. .l didn't mingle

with themf,"

deorge Kikuchi, a teenager, said:

I felt bitter toward thcse people who were pre-Japan and were
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éncouraging my father to side with them, They would shave their

heads and act like they were members of the Imperial Army. My

father, think, just wanted to go back tc Japan where he owned

d and wo y i ve i ini
land and would be able to live out his remaining years in

relative tranquillity,

His brother Joseph, age 1L at the kkm time, spoke mumWxmEx®LXE more freely about

the Resegregationists/. He told me that his father had mot permitted him to

C " ‘ Q 2 / Jf’?@/\z Iy -r. _"‘i \ o
g0 O ne ¥ L A apanese schoo A . G A (,: ?
g go to t Reengresavicwid J D hoolg {W 'Uf * ] Wr
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That was radical. We didn'r foin that one. My father kind of
thought that it was milisaristic. Because that group, they
shaved thebmmneada off their head, they had the rising sun on their
sweat shirts, all of them was completely to Japan.

My father didn't like any kknd of fighting, so he just said,
kxx "That's not the way ZRMMEX I8m goingfd to do." We went to
the regular Japanese school, where they xx just taught us the
language, It wasn't any brain-washing.

That period really disturbed the xmxxmke peoplecf the camp.,
Up to that poing the people obeyed what the k® administration
told us to do. And the line of communication and the bleck and
all the way down to the residents was very strong. But when this
force came, it really destructed the whole aministration and the line
of communication, because it split the camp in two. The one was:
you had to be a super-patrict to Japan. And the other was: yotbebs
you were just an internee, because ycu wrote No-No on your
loyalty questionnaire. They really split the camp apart. Naturally,
you couldfidentify them, because they shaved off their hair,
And they were very militaristic.

R.Wax: Did you, as a boy, have any experiences with these people?

J. Kikuchi: Well, we were kind of fortunate, kmmmmmexzmx because in our

block we had only two xx or three families(of HER Rk FutAyx Heshi-dan@.
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But if you were in a block where the majority were that
type, then they could really make your life miserable.
R, Wax: Yes. I have it in my notes. They forced people to sign.
JonKikuchi: Right. And they beat you up. I still remember that we boys went
in groups wherever we went. Because, if you weren't on their side,

you kn¥w know, they would try to pick a fight

g? Taro Tokunaga, a Hawaiian-born Japanese in his early forties, told me how
¢/

he admonished kRE xmMmgmResmmemzbinmimbmm members of the K#EX §6kpkq:
There is a lot of Washzréhg pecple at that time .. I said, "WEll,
if you're loyal to Japah, that's fina. But if you're nct loyal
to XABAX Japan, in case you go back to Japan, the Japanese
government won't accept you. And same time, the United States
government won't accept yuu.
I would like to see §Aou fclks be guiet and be just like real
S
Japanese. &Mr. Tokunaga wasncathedcaomkuuepnabs also told me that
"some people" had threatened to kill him.¥® 0
Robert Oda, who was in his early twenties, told me:
I remember ,.,. that supposed study group turned into more and more
radicaly or I think the leadership became more radical - more
political. And they atarted exercising in the morning. That
used to irritate me, because it was so early knhhanmma in the
merning and woke me up. * But scme of my friends in that group never
hurt me or anything like that. I wasn't about to be dragged inte
it. .. Maybe they felt that they werce traoped into it them-
gelves and mxmwxk couldn't get out now that thev were in,
The pecple I knew did not pressure me. . I think the leadership
probably did.
'iVWhen I asked Dr, Takeshita, who was also in his middle twenties, what he
thought of the Hokoku, he x= said:
I did not participate in any of their organizations, T thought

they were a bunch of crazy bastards.xfXmuphstxmdhenkanskhedxanst




He laughed, and kk® continued:
I could understand their situation, In order to survive in
San Quentin, both psychologically and physically, you must join
<%, S il L
a groupe. y & You belong to scmeone, “TAnd I think biwbs one

reason thaty t jcse, as I said, those crazy young bastards, had

a psychological survival, a psycnological raison d'etre

for being in Tule Lake. They would have to become pro-Japanese and
this was the way kxxme of manifesting that they're pro-Japanese.
I, for one, didn't need it and my brether didn't need it.
Later in the interview, BmxmRmkexwxkax I asked Dr. Takeshita whether he or
nis friends had been threatened or pressured by the Resegrepaticnists, He
xfipnndannwsExdk did not spezk for a Amkwukmxwhat seemed a long time‘aﬂﬁlkln\

/zne said: #
I don'te o I'm thinking out 1oud.right now. . kbemmm the

reason may have beenff that I was one of the elite group that had been in
the stockade. And once ycuyW were Xwkwm in the stockade you were the nenphh

/agkmkaxmxigkk highest of the highest.. . and therefore, nobody

dared touch ydu. They said, "You better joiné us, " and we could

go bakk and say, "Where the hell were you?/ xBEozmzeymiwmnkinex
xkgik In the stockade, ycu weren't therel” « « That may have
been the reason there was no pressure out on me,.
iéMr. Tida, who was in his late twenties, was the only respodent who had
R ;‘Vr‘.t'k‘«“
joined the Hokokwu wnquas willing to talk about Xk his experiences and
feelings., MxRrxkx-xHdwdwengniedijdddingsisfjsjendbys When I asked him
. about the Hokoku, he said, straightforwardly, X "Well, I joined them. ..
I don't deny that. I joined them.” He then told me that he had rencuncegd
his citizenship and nad been interned in %ak Santa B& Fe,
R. Wax: Ycu did renocunce gour citizenship?

R, Iida: Yes

R. Waxk How did kkx you ccme to #io that?
R. Iida: Wellm it was almost like fad, I mean, everyone was sxkxmx doing

it, so I'did that toec.




Wax: You were sent to Sante
Tida: That®s right.

Wax: Is there something else you wxmik would like to tell me?

Iida. Well, during wartime, I mean, like I say was hectic ahd that
everything went crazy, you know. [If you recall back, we did or we didn't,
you know?

;;7'kft-r talking at length about other matteres, Mr. Iida suddenly began

to tell me more about his experiences with the EEEEEE'

« o among kkexkWmx® them there was logical ones, and dumb ones,
smart ones, andcede tDat-ceeasieq, pven though I bfl@ﬁed to the
group, I didn't like the way they were doing and. .I wrote an
article, that things going too much that I don't like. Both
countries fighting, bloody fighting, and then they (the ?eseg-
regaticnists) cussing each otner.“If you want to go back to Japan,
if you don't want to go back to Japan.. you den't have to argue

2
about it. If you want to go back, keep quiet," I said.. . and
with t hat article I made a lot of enemies kmmmammmm among the
group.

Whenxifixhxhxagnknxiood i T e Yol Ao
A menth later I talked to Mr. Iida again, and heﬁthcugnt that some cf
A .,,E‘_»_f/,v N

the Resegregatponists wewre behaving like fiommmnikemAinm Communists:
I didn't hike making noise. You don't have to make noise!
e« o When I was in Japan, those Communist people did the
same thing. . . They did the same way in Japan when Communists
X . 3 2
did protest, demonstration.. .. And I just flet that among that

-

Rl
group there was some Communist people .

1., At the time I was wokking at Tule Lake, being called a Communist was

a xEmkex greater insult thatf being called an inu (informer), ZiHasethe

Qi ot oS,
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'Whnen I was at Tule Lake I was assured by several xxxxiexxxxaxkxmxxeshpmdi

“

respondents that the "little children enjoyed the morning exercises." A
statement made in 1981 by a woman who was Xkex nine years old in 1945

supports this view:

My sister and I were enrolled in a Japanese school in preparation

for our eventual expatriation to Japan. Our teachers were generally
pro-Japam and taught us not only how to read and write in Japanese
‘but alsc to be proud as Japanese. Their gcals were to teach us to be
good Japanese so that we would not be embarrassed when we got to
Japan,

We were often asked to wear red or white headbands and do
marching exercises., We were awakened early every morning to the
scund of a bugle. We had tc hurriédly get dressed and gather at
one end of the block where a leader led us in traditional Japanese
calisthenics. As the sun rose, we bowed our heads to the east. This
was' to shoe our respect to the Emperor. We were also led in the

cleand-up of our blogck area before nreakfast,




RENUNCIATION OF CITIZENSHIP

Buring their confinement at Tule Lake, seventeen of my respondents

N
were American citizens mummmxhfnymxsxEig-af-shsage-wherg—there were

D
“

obliged to decide whther they wmmsxmx would or would not renounce their

citizenship. 0Of these, only five persons =mmkxx chose to tell me

scrething mfixtkekrmemmemnmmm about HBs' this experience.

Mr. Furakawa, one of the most angry of my respondents, told me:
We were there (at Tule Lake) all during the duration, and we even
wentfd xm through the renunciation. And that was ancther stupid
thing{ that we gotxmoxx caught into deing. Partly it was our
stupidity, but it waséalso forced on us by the Congress and
the people in power, . « »
Inxaskedexiioxnd idynxnxaxaxe xwkexnyoxndi®ngnxoxhixnkanneapondedn
After so many years in camp, ymmxkx one becomes a different person,
Xxkxx . o 1 know that msypekxixmzxXXyxmsx psychologically we
were not normal, and whever we were up against some kind of problem,
the exxxzxmxux environment affected the way we made decisions and

we reacted,
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I asked: "How did you manage kkemx when you did go out? He said:

J'+ Well, when I finally came out I came out without my
citizenshio.énd so some things were closed to me unless I
lied. And In oome cases I lied. But Iwas able to go to

AP /
UC in California,.the President ,Gordon Sproul, I think was very
pro~Japanese Americang..
RISy, respeetessed. Lo _was one-oP=the f&WF~peopre who came

out_and protestad the evaeuabitong=you ¥HowW:

;;4/ So I think I was able to go, pretending “het I was a

’

regular student, otherwise, if I said I had no citizenship
I would have to pay non-resident fee,{which case I wouldn't
have been able to go. But because of Sproul, that was openg But
there were other things I was 1 rested i F ign Service
that was closed to me without citizenship and of course they w ould
check on my records. And there were all kinds of other things.
&ven though I graduated from school, UCLA, I felt that, you know,
jobs in teaching or other jobs were closed. So I kame up to
Berkeley to, you know, bide my time, because at the time there
was a law suit going where we were trying to recover our citizen-

-

ship and so I spent several more years until I finally recovered
)

my citizenship, and then I was free to pursue my career or whatever.
ut I felt that I wasted some tim

Robert Oda, who had told me how he had been "thrown into the stockade

by accident" told me:
I went t hrough the renunciation process too. And that was
mainly a reacticn again. I was very depressed during that pericd.
In fact, I thoughtZ¥ I was coming down with a mental breakdown
at that point, . I was gettung all those dizzy spells and

ringing in my head and all that sort xRkxkiwx of thing.
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I couldn't concentrate or remember anything., I was in pretty

bad shape for a while. .It was a very, very difficult, trying

time,

Mr. Ralph Iida, who rencunced,kmxX d§d,gx}g;;j§ expatriated, and,

seventeen vears later returned to the United States, told me he k&t
had rencunced his citizenship and had then been intermed in Santa Fe,
I asked, "How did you come to do that?" he replied:
Well, it was just a fad. I mean, everyone was doing it, so I
Bxxkwxk did that too. People, you know, everyone go to Japan,

why that's all.
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z: Thomas Sawada, who did not renounce, gave a mmxE relatively impersonal

v

account of the situation.
Well, my feelings were, I'm not doing anything more for the
government if I don't have to do it., And if there is any
forced issue, I want to fight it., So I kept my citizenship and
I wasn't going to do wnything about it.
I asked: "How did ycu feel about this renunciation of citizenship
business." He responded:
T, at was a poor thing. That incident should never have been
brought up. I feel scrry for some of them who were forced to
back to Japaj and pay a lot of money to get their citizenship
back. That's the reason why my feelings were worse against
some cf the Japanese people, becamse that Hoshi-dan group
brought it up preéty strongly and some innocent Nisei
renounced it and. . . I'm glad this government was lenient
though., They gave them a chance and said, "Are you sure
you want to renounce?"
They got a chance to change their mind about it.
My angry thoughts abou that incident are -- there were a
lot of Isseis who strongly advised their kids to renounce.
They were pro-Japan and they would try to get all the Niseis
to renounce and go Emk kakk back to Japan. . .I sax say, "If
Tkwpkikx I'm zoing to fight it, I'm going to fight it as a

citizen and nct as a renounced alien,"

AT

Wnen I asked Norikc Tsuruda, a young woman who did nct renounce, whether,

xhznzaxpxxgaciencachade in her opinion, the camp experience had strengthened or

weakened family ties, she responded:




)
Bli.

VI s : 3 + 3
{/ Well, I don't know why 1t should create hard feelingé except
v

maybe at the time when one was pro%American and the other

was anti or whichever. And at that xxme point it might

have greated a hardship.

My folks believed the way we felt., I was born an

American citizen, \%y shculd I reacuou renounce it? And
I never did renounce my citizenship, like some did. I
was under no pressure to renounce it either, because no
member of my family felt that we should renounce. Except
Bill (her brother) was pressured from his wife's side and
. o & ; :

that's why he renounced it.” But when it came to going back
to Jgpan, ®mkxkkX that's when he put his foot down.

When I was at work, when it's slack, we'd all stand
#nt in front & of the big stove, and they'll talk
about this and that. There were some (who said) "Oh, we
really have to renouncel™ We'd just walk away and pretend

we were doing something else.

1. Bill and his wife remained in the United States. All of his wife's
family went to Japan.«
'When I spoke with Billin 1981,
renounced
ne did not tell me that he had/xwwimwmmd his citizenship.

Two cf‘my oldest fespondents made spontaneocus and interesting

statementsAP¥d¥Y about the renunciation. Mr.

kunaga,




a feisty L5 yemxx year old Hawaiian-born Japanese,"Is there any
important question I mmawmwx haven't asked? That you would like to tell
med about?" He responded:

Well, about the question about rencuncing the American

citizend@#b. . . I believe most of the young people re-

nounced American citizen, and I was very sad about it.
I said: XEXEKXX "You don't renounce American citizen. Keep
it." But most of them don't listen to me.
I asked: "Were they listening to somebody else?" He responded:
Yes, those radical guys. .usually a better speaker . .

told them to rencunce their citizen. You know, the




G
block manager in my next block, I thought he would rencunce
mithnananhn BmericaJEitisen. But he didn't. He forged
other pecple tc renounce and then he keep it. I kikwmk thought

that was pxekyxmxm pretty dammn dirty trick,

T
CL‘N A fARAN

¥, . : ) , : 4 :
]/ Mr. Morimoto, xhnEMMEEXRExWR=Cmeasmafic eacucotricwormmmanWmEnonrihnadnhnninha
A

¥

was in his mid-thirties when he was comfined in Tule Lake. #He& Rxpxksmrx

- ’
¢ YRl AN A

hag=been wory. in éapgg.a«d because of his association with the Co-op wHe
o A

called a "Numbet One Inu." When he recommended that I talk to Mr. Tida,
he also told me that Mr. Iida and his wakfmxw wife were among those who
returned to Javan,

And they returned here about 15-17 years ago. American
government said. "Well, yocu denounce American citizenship,
but that's all right. We give ymm bagk to yocu American
citizenshin. So nice, ycu know, + + S0 everybody re-
turned tc this gountry . . . .

Sometime parecnts, father and the mother influence
denounce eitizenshipg'ihen very radical, . Maybe young
men think wa# he aXxkgwkx all right, but gakhmx father and
mother strongly against this country{ . . I think American
government kiow that. . .that's why they thought, "Well, Y

it's OK, we give you citizenship again." (laughs)




v )| CONCLUDING COMMENTS

<

Interviewing Japanese Americans who had been subjected to the evacuation
when they were school-age children or young adults not yet_of voting age was not
so much a learning as an emotional experience. When, £;}i98], Joseph Kikuchi,
who had been 9 years old at the time of the evacuation, told me that after
their arrival in Japan in ]946 he and his family had starved and that, in their
desperation, they had eaten grass and weeds, I was unable to respond. When the
interview was over, I went to my office at Washington University, sat down at
my desk, and cried. Subsequently, almost all of my respondents who had gone or
had been taken to Japan told me how painful and difficult the experience had been.
They went hungry, lived in makeshift cardboard houses, and were called "outsiders"
by the Japanese.

"We were hated by the Japanese for going to Japan soon after the war ended.
They said, 'Why did you come here? You're not Japanese, you're American.'"

"They told us, 'You're ouksiders.' We never could feel at home in Japan."l

To take the role of or try to "understand" the feelings of young people
who had been reared in the United States, had been taught to believe in the
Constitution and in justice, had been confined for three or four years as if
they were "dangerous criminals," had been taken to Japan by their parents, and

"

were then called "outsiders" or "Americans" by the Japanese, is an accomplish-

ment beyond my capabilities, or, perhaps, my strength.

What I did begin to understand and appreciate was why some Of the Japanese

American parents today often) refuse to tell their children anything about their
experiences in the camps. I asked a Japanese American who had been confined

in Tule Lake if he would care to read some of my interviews. He did so and
told me:

""Many former residents of camp keep their experiences bottled up within




=05
themselves. They don't ever relate them to their children. Many

related their experiences to you for the firet time in 40 years!

e P
Many of the unpleasant experiences have been #blanked out™ in their

mind. Even today they can't recall many incidents which have left

them with psychological scars.”

When respondents indicated that they did not wish to talk about their re-
actions to a particular event, I did not encourage them to speak. And when

they refused to be interviewed, I felt this was their privilege.

Separation of Family Members

A particular trauma which some respondents are reluctant to discuss was
the separation and subsequently, the disintegration or "breaking up" of fami-
lies. The separation began with the incarceration of the so-called "agitators"
in the stockade. Mrs. Kunitatni, whose husband was confined in the stockade
for almost nine months told me that her most painful experience at Tule Lake

occurred after the birth of her first child. She took the baby to the stockade

fence to show to her husband and "while we were visiting, an MP came and dragged

me away. And an MP came and dragged him away." She then told me that she "didn't

3 - 8/ : :
think about it" today, "but you have recurrances in your sleep. . . a night-

mare. . .like my husband being dragged away."

The separation was continued with the series of internments of male mem—
bers of the Hokoku and the Hoshi dan. And while, in ]945 and ]946, most of
the internees and their families proudly asserted that their internment demon-
strated their "true Japanese" character, the concealed feelings of many are
probably reflected in the statement of a Nisei girl who told me: "A young
boy, the baby of the family was sent away. He sent his mother a note concealed
(FI 3

in a ricey saying, 'I'm terribly lonely, mother.' Naturally, he wouldn't

admit anything like that to his family before he was sent away. But he
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10
experiences and rejoin the mainstream of society, although it took them longer
to make it back."

As Joseph Kikuchi put it: "At times, my mind did not want to return to the
unpleasant memories, but I feel it's good to be reminded of how far we've come
T

in our lifetime. It makes the good times that muech more precious!

Final Statements

(‘\J/J'i@,)‘ Y :)’V\J';

My Japanese American%\should have the final word in this report.

On September 18, 1944, George Kunitani and I were discussing the hunger
strike in the stockade in which he had participated. He told me: "Our motive
never was so much our release, but rather to prove our innocence. . .If accused,
we wanted proof of our guilt."

On April 11, 1982, Thomas Kikuchi wrote: "With all the imperfections and
the frailties inherent in our system, this is still the greatest éountry to live
in. I feel I have become a better American because of what happened to me!'

On March 2, I asked June Iwohara, "Is there anything else you'd like to
tell me that I've overlooked?" She responded, "Only that I wouldn't want to
go through that experience. . .I would sacrifice my life if I had to. I mean
if T thought it was going to happen to my daughter or anyone else. I don't
care who it is. I don't care if they're purple or what color they are. I
would be willing to give my life to prevent it from happening again."

On June 6, 1981 I asked Joyce Kunitani, "Was there anything that happened
to you that helped you to become a wiser or a better person?'" Mrs. Kunitani
thought for a long time and then said, "The experiences definitely made you
wiser." I asked, "In what way?" She responded very assertively, "That they

won't be put in camp the second time. That there will not be a second time.

Definitely!"
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Concluding Cemments

1

Interviewing Japanese Americans who had been subjected to the evacuation
when they were school-age children or young adults not yeat of voting age was

not so much a learning as an emotional experience. When, in 1981, Joseph

Kikuchi, who had been 9 years old at the time of the evacuation, told me that
| in 1946
aftler their arrival in Japan/he and his family had starved and that, in their

degéeratifn, they had eaten grass andxw=eit weeds,I was unable to respond,

“a

the interview was over I went to my office at Ngsniwztrn University, sat
my desk, and cried. Subsequently, almost all of my respondents who
rone or had been taken to Japan told me how painful and difficult the
experience had been., They went hungry, lived in makeshift cardboard hcuses,
and were called "outsiders" by the Japanese.

"We were hated by the Japanese for going to Japan soon after thef war
ended. They said, 'Why did you come here? You're not Japanese, your're
American,'"

"They told us, 'You're outsiders.’ ‘We never could feel at home in
Jaoan.”l

To take the role of or try to "understand" the feelings of young people
who had been reared in the Alnited States, had beentaught to believe in the
Constitution and in justice, had been confined for three or four years as
if they were "dangerous criminals, had been taken-to Japan by their parents,
and were then called "ocusiders" or "Americans" by the X Japanese, is an

accomplishment beyoid my capabilities, or, perhaps, my strength,

Aexixnrnkixuzdxhxnxazanin

Wnat I-did begin to understand and appreciate was why some of the Japanese
American parents-today often refuse to tellf¥€ their children anything about
periences in the camps. I asked a Japanese American who had been

in Tule Lake if he would




care to read some of my interviews. He did so and told me:

Many former residents of camp kkxkzmkx keep their experiences
bottled up within themselves. They don't ever related them to
their children. Many xmkx#mx related their experiences to you
for the first time in 4O years¥! Many of the unpleasant
experiences have been Hiaxx "blanked out" in their mind. Even today
they can't recall many incidents which have left them with
nsychrlogic2l7§car:.

Mhen respondents indicated that they did not wish to talk about a

their reactions to a particular event, I did not encourage them to speak. And

when they refused to be interviewed, I felt t.his was their privelege,

Separation -of Family Members
A particular pxmkE trauma. wiich some respondents are reluctant to

iiscuss was the separation and subsequently, the hxmak disintegration or

"areaking-up" of families. The separation began withe the incarcerasion of
o >

.

the 'so-called "agitators" in the stockade. Mrw.. Kunitatni, whose husband was
confined in¥ the =®m stockade fqr almost nine months told me that her most
oainful experience“at Tule Lake ogcurred afther the birth of her first child.
She took the baby to the“stéckéﬁe xxﬁﬁ fence to shew to her husband and "while

gy an MP came and dragged me away.¥ And an MP came and dragged

8/ She then told me that she "didn't think about it" teday, "but you

have recurrances in your sleep. ..a nightmare..like my:husband being dragged away."
« The separation' was centinued with the xmpmmtmdmbmtm :series of inteérnments
male ‘ i L A\
of/members. of the Hokoku and the Hoshi dan. And WLile,;iﬁW9h5 and 1946, most
p—— w— ™ ! Y .

the internees and their families proudly asserted that their ihternment

demonstrated their X¥¥¥ "true Japanese" charéctg:?'fhc concealed feelings of many

(< . v ¢
3 -

are probably reflected in the statement of a Nisei




¥

girl who told me: 43

n, : )
“— A ycung boy, the baby of the 2faxx family was sent away.

1no

nis mother a note concealed in a rice akks, saying, 'I'p terribly

lonely, mother.' Naturally, he wouldn't admit anything like that to his

family before he was sent away. But he sent it to his mother.?

Fieldnotes, February 28, 19L).

A large proportion of the parental generation at Tule Lake were

RREX paEle whnmhnadmmemmnmixxex perpXexwxhikninbbhenaduaatinn poor
o
[

farmersy who had-never beend able t6 acquire land in the United States or,

weeshadnhnatnbhabnmmmesmeen  because cf the evacuation, had lost their
S | .
possessions. ZXhEyxaxwxhexiw - These parents were entirely depenédt on
thier children and could mmhmExfuxs see _no future for themseélves in the
In consequence, Xmyxkx Nisei who wished tc .relocate hed to
clese their ears to their parents xkxxx?& nleaéa’and kxmx '"break" with

their familes./ Loyal womenj whc accompanied their renunciate husbands to

Japan were sepnarated from their families for many years.

2., Spicer, et al, pp. B83-lL.
3, See pp. 120-121,
L. For example, Mrs., Idda and Mrs., Kurusu.

URKXXXXREXY acccmpanied their xmyaxkkixk repatriating parents to
Jepan , ﬁEEﬂﬂ,liﬁe,ﬁﬁgnﬂ~iatalonabkerﬂand.xxmkawmmmmmmmdeventually
AN E
mqgﬁiﬁéggg,xshu;aétamhhbdkdﬁcdﬁﬁgg;as sué{kred a series of traumata

, > A Thoasma,
that naunt them to this day. As fnéXsuebsﬂepsﬁﬂ tol@ me: "They never were

able to regain a sense of aEmkIxx family relaticnship or warm sense of
security. If is similar to what an orphan must feel -- alone /"

< .— . Secial Segregation

In Impounded People, Spicer et al, give am.a detailed description of
) Iy 3 > y

the status distinctions that were immediately established in the Relccaticn
Centers,

As the uprooted people came intc the centers they suddenly found
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themselves in communities ssgasBsed organized on the basis of two
distince classes of persons -- on the one hand "evacuees" and on the
other "appointed personnel," Despite individual efforts of WRA
staff meExkExz to act as if distinctions did not exist, the basic
fact was inescapable, At point after point the earliest experiences
in the center drove it home. . . The feeling of be ng prisoners
permeated the centers from the first., . . Being an evacuee involved mekin

being in a subordinate positien., At some center the commanders

lo ¥. Impounded People, pp. Q3-h,Wﬂ&?ﬁﬁﬁmzm&&xkﬁzxﬁmxmxnxnxxxeihxnknxnﬁndetakhxﬁx

RezmipxiEmxex For an excellent and detailed description of evacuee

subordination, see Impcunded People, pp. 83-102,

of the military police announcedff£¥ that there was to be '"no
fraternization With evacuees." Some project directors also let it
be known among the staff that they did no eacourage PRXXRMAXX

perscnal relations witheﬂwcuees.”aé

When I arrived at the Gila Center in July 0#1943, I was told that
I would not be permitted to interview evacuees in my room in the
womens' barrack. On one occasion, when harvesters could not be
found for the cotton crop, the administration at Gila planned a
cotton picking 'picnic', in which both staff members and evacuees
were to participate. I rode to the cotton field in an army truck

with some Japanese American friends. I was impressed with how
e s

Salagh o &
§&:asedAthey were. Subsequently, I was told that the project

director did not approve of what I had done.

When, I visited Tule Lake, in February of 1944, staff members
or visitors like myself were not permitted to enter "the colony"
unless they were accompanied by an armed soldier. With the assist-
ance of Mr. Robertson I was able to by-pass this regulation; I was

escorted by a co-operative member of the Internal Secuirty, who
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remained outside in his car while I made my visits. I was
surprised and moved at how pleased my Japanese American friends
were to see me} poor as they were, some of them served food
during our viéit. At this time I did not fully appreciate the
meaning of these social gestures.

During my visit of mid-March, I was able to talk with a
number of the "appointed personnel”. Some of them were very
sympathetic to the Japanese Americans, who were now called
"residents" or "colonists". A young school teacher of American
History told me that she "let the kids talk and say what they
please." She made no attempt to justify what they had experienced.
"How could I justify evacuation?", she asked. She then invited
me to attend her class on the next day when a debate on the draft
was scheduled.I

At the end of that day I wrote in my notes:

During my three day stay I have found at least a half
dozen staff members who are surreptitiously sympathe-
tic to the evacuees. My neighbor, the laboratory
technicion, is secretaive about ther sympathetic
attitude. Says she, fIf they find out how you feel,
they'll start the warof nerves and torture you
1S you quitiet
By "they" she meant the staff members who were not sympathetic.
Another female staff member told me that she would very much like
to go in and look around "the colony", but "that was not considered
the thing to do here."a%
Most of the WRA Community Analysts were professional anthro-

pologists and sociologists employed specifically to talk with and

consult evacuees and obtain their views and suggestions. Dr. Opler

]
o ™ o
2 oh 7 a

7 . Fieldnotes, March 15, 1944. For my report on the debate, see pp:N/.
2 $. Fieldnotes, March 14, 1944. 5N i
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began to resume such work after the popular referendum of mid-
January. In March, however, some staff members told me that Dr.
Opler was about to be transferred to the Jerome Center. I asked
him about this and he told me that he was not going to Jerome,

but that his "friendliness and mixing with evacuees" was responsi-

A

During the entire year of 1944, virtually no Caucasian staff

ble for the rumors.

member, with the exception of Mr. Robertson, an assistant project
director much respected by the Japanese, some Christian pastors,
and myself, engaged in anything that could be called social inter-
course with the Japanese Americans. Indeed, it was not until I
began to interview Japanese Ameicans in 1981 that I began to
suspect that my accomplishments as a fieldworker in Tule Lake
were not entirely a reflections of my professional abilities. To
a significant degree they may reflect the fact that most of my
respondents interpreted my visits as evidence that I, a Caucasian
American, regarded them as decent, law-abiding and trustworthy
individuals.

On several occasions, well intentioned Japanese Americans
urged to project director to initiated genuine social itneraction
between the Japanese Americans and the staff. 1In late February
of 1944 Mr. Kurihara wrote:

The location of the administration buildings, fenced
off to protect the administrative forces was bad
enough. Situated out of the way and further separated
by the Base Hospital,gave little or no chance whatever
for the residents and the officials to meet and
cultivate friendship. Even a casual friendship would
go a long way to maintain peace and order. . .The

more the Adminsitrator and his forces get in friendly

contact with the Japanese, the betterwill be their
understanding.

q ¥o Fieldnotes, March 16, 1944.
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And in June of 1944 Mr. Itabashi wrote:

Why does the Project Director hide himself? Need-
less, to say, when one meets a stranger and keep
an intimate contact with him, he cannot only avoid
misunderstanding between them, but also create

a friendly feeling even when unhappy thing happened
. . .My advice to the Director is to show himself
at the block managers' meeting at least once

every week and keep direct contact with the
representatives of all the residents and exchange
views with them. This is the only way to avoid
misunderstanding, create friendly feeling, and
save the camp from any further trouble.

In time, some circumspect pastors, ministers, and a few
school teachers were able to initiate genuine social relationships
between themselves and some of the Japanese Americans. I was not
aware of the significance of these relationships until T inter-
viewed these Japanese Americans in 1981-2.

When I asked Joseph Kikuchi,
age 9, whether he remembered the WRA schocl in bne Rower Retocation Center,

he said:
T thought it was real good.. .They x#® didn't kxk=mxaky have any

facilities except home made desks and a couple of bocks.,

I still remember the teachers were really dedicated
type. I think quite a few were Quakers or Christians.
The type of encouragement and everything that they
gave us was really good, I think. Becuase during
World War II, when the popular thing is” to hate the

Japanese, those people committed themselves and
helped us.




When I asked Robert

11
Oda, age 20, "Looking back, what was the most helpful thing you

learned about your fellow human being?", he responded:

There were some people who came from outside, non-
Japanese, you know, Americans, some were teachers,
some were with the administration, that genuinely
wanted to help us. . .I think that I realized that
not all people hated us. . .I thought not everybody
hated us and also I started to take in Christianity
in camp. And I started to realize that God loves
usAregardless of who we are. That, I think, helped
me a great deal. . .It was then when I became a
Christian.

‘)‘%c_ £

When I asked Arthur Kikuchiiwhat incidents at Tule Lake came
especially to his mind, he said:

Then the beloved missionaries were there. I don't
know if you ever got to know Hazel McCartney. Mr.
McCartney was our highschool physiology teacher who
later went to Japan as a missionary teacher, came
back and then went through the seminary; to this
day he keeps up correspondence.

Later in the interview he told me of an incident which occured
after he had left the center:
I was serving in the armed forces and a lady came

up to me and gaid, 'Get out of that uniform you
dirty'dap'.




&

That's the sort of thing you do run into. I
think the thing that we're able to put up with
that is the fact that I became a Christian in
1950, and was able to understand how the Lord
bore all of our scars for us. And so it's
bearable. I thinkeveyone carries certain
crosses, and this 'is/ours.

Mrs. Kataoka, who was 77 years o0ld when I interviewed her
and 37 at the time of the evacuation, was sent to Tule Lake as
an isolated individual because all of her relatives had repatriated
to Japan. She told me that she had been encouraged to study the
Bible by a Japanese Christian:

He leaded me to study the Bible and the Bible
prophecy; I got kind of interested, you know,
how God could help. That's where I got my strength,
and I studied real hard from Genesis to Revelations
. . .Many Caucasian, like missionary workers,
came into my home, and, of course, they wanted to
lead me in the Bible passages.
She then told me that her neighbors, "who were all Buddhists"
called her inu (informer) because of these visits. But, she
indicated, reading the Bible gave her strength :
"to withstand all kinds of difficult situations;
so I stood up and I guess I was the only one in
the whole block. I was the only Christian in

the whole block. And then I went to church on
Sunday morning, so they didn't like that either.

And whenl asked her: "Is there any exserieunce .
that yeu still earry with veu = that yeu eamn never ferget?" she

regeended:

b a i The seovle's kinduess in the eamp, I wever ferget, Beeause being,

well, T used te geo te ehureh se , ., . administration pesple, , .
Rizh seheel teaeck~r, grammar seheel teacher, they all got tegether and
Xxy= they nsed te invits net enlv me, wut all the Caristian seeele

that want te ge and have a ehat with the eecople there,
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Military Service inxthexmnmezxwxdax After Tule Lake

Three of my respondents told me that after their confinement at Tule
Lake they had served in the United States Army, #wmmpmxdwxg Joseph Kikuchi,
ExE age 9 had been taken to Japan by his pareats. Hezmetmmzadnzonthan
xtixikadnghrhe axxnxioxenhenxnt nifififuni fRhéynt
xixhkurdxwkhknzx Jewizhxflamifignandnwantntonhighneahenh.
] I spent one vear in Japan and then I came back on my own, I
\.was 1l or so. And I made my way since then,¥y by myself,"
He lived with and worked for a Jewish family for room and board,
"And, from there I volunteered for the United States Army during the

Korean War. It's really ironic. Up from 1941 to 'L45 or '4L6 we're what

they call security riésks. And then by 1949 We're all in Military Intelli-

g8nce, with the highest security clearance. I got the ®x® highest clearance,

co
So I look back on it today and £ I think, boy, that is really ironic. From
a suspected disloyal person you get the giigk highest security clearance.

D

The reason, I think, is that we were still

N

loyalty. . nfsﬂ of us were too young for World War II. And when the
Korean Weeen War came, quite a few of us volunteered. .- to continue to
prove that we were loyal. My brothers also volunteered. They were all in
Military Intelligence. One was in kkex@%Xfx Air Force Intelligence and the
other was in the CIC, which is Counter Intelligence.. . So teday, when they
say tﬁat we were put in camp because of disloyalty, it doesn't really hold
water, because, as socn as the wixx war's over we're censidered the loyalest
mfimbhambhopmh kids anilgiven high military classification,
. \
It doesn't really make sense,

Mr. Okamoto, who was 114 at the mimm time of the evacuation, told me
that when he was in Tule Lake he attended one of -the Japanese -language
schools and 1‘arped to speak Japanese 2 rell, "I got so I couldn't

speak English so well with my English speaking friends., I i
W’\l

a Japanese accent," ngmXﬁtmcmhmchcﬂtmﬁummmﬁMwﬁg




in October wavy through high school and then enlisted

the Korean war because of his competence in Japanese

in the Army During

d Like Mxxx John Kikuchi, he reli

he served in the Army Language School.

the irony of serving in Military Intelligence on. few years after he

family had been stigmatized as '"dangerous criminals."

Erthur ¥iki Kikuchi, age 15, was the only member of his @m=e family

¥kx the war.

siblines went to Japan. HaxtghiRnxextikxaknbaecauae He told me
cnflined in the

he was subjected to a deportation nearing and was subsiquently/xxxXXXE

rystal City Internment Camp. &mxk Shortly after his release from

Crystal City he was drafted and served Xkex in tre

A Confession




JEX

I confess that akkx after I received my fellowship I wasxiamx

Fat had to force myself to anrcach Japanese Amprjc ns who k® had
&\* ‘)‘ @(}{ﬁ wjh //sze -8R "\I";-
kw

been k&%@rg:gged and ask trem if they would CAEe tc k about their

experiences. I had a strong premonition that many of them had faesed

-kuL oo NpehA )%"‘J/\ talX Aol 2,0t Jb).uf\‘ x /o ¢ b) wi-
treeeh xnuxx" A -e—xﬂg ating oxgﬁ_rlpnogsh R L NG e RO OO Of |
A= MA%

thon-gaiwelh-iw-Tallpdtte; I was reluctant to make an extensiveArecording of

XxEmbontmnes their agonies. But when, in my first interview, I learned

that Mr, Kunitani (who, as a leader of the DaihyofA#6 Sha Kai ¢ had been

confined in the stockade for R months) had relocated to a small town
inxRannenhvéaixixRe in Pennsylvania, k=a® had become a farm manager and
a legder of the communwty)” Was elatedy SRdyPeiiabiy =Tl i ENwsosiebhes”
vhen, in subsequent interviews/xfxhkmkexadimkaxknemzgrnikaingnkifexhkskoxyn
rfixdeaxmf nxephxiixhnarbxnxneazznmadmnohe and corrsgondence I xsk listened to
or read the agonizing experiences of Joseph Kikuzhkyx and Arthur
Kikuchi and Mitchikd Tsuda I felt deeply mxxx qrievedé and ashamed.
But I was able to continue my my work because Imimsixiypmihnambimemn
I began to develop a deep sense of obligation to hEEcmthasammammhe
my respondents, most of whom had stubbornly, ccuragzeocusly, intelligently,
and sometimes piously coped with or transcemded their experiences

have become personnel direcyors, architects, insurance salesmen,
expert electricians, zmmwm designers, professors, BgExkx doctors, and,
in the case of Mr. Kunitani, dedicated and appreciated leaders in their

communities.,

Jananese Americans who hag@ read my interviews have emphasized that

some of the people who were interned "have never been able to cope with

trei

whole

r experiences" and that these experiences "have effected them in tgeir

They have also emphasized that "many were able to rise

above their unpleasant experiences and rejoin the mainstream of society,

longer

although it tock them Xmwmf to make it back."




@I; AM Josephf Kikuchi put it: "At times, my mind did not want to re-

¥k turn to the unpleasant memories, but I feel it's good to be reminded of

AR

how far we've come in our lifetime. It makes b% ood times that much more
preciousi"

-

Final Statements

My Japanese Americans should have the final word in this report.
oLly, George Kunitani and I

hunger strike in the stockade in which had participated. He bold me:
"Dur metive never was so much our release, mmxxkx but rather tc prove our
innocence. o accused, we wanted proof of o milt."

On April 11, 1982, Thomas Kikuchi wroteff:" With all the imperfec-
tions and the [railties inherent in our system, this is still the

country to live in. I feel I have become a better American

because of what happened to me,

On March 2, ¥uwexiwnkaxaxtzxhRnmexx¥x I asked June Iwohara, XX¥s "Is
there anything else you'd like to tell me that I've overlooked?" She responded,
"Only that I wouldn't want to go through that experience. . + I would
sacrifice my life if I had to. I mean if I thought it was going to
nappen to my daughter or anyone else. I den't care who it it. I don't
care if they're purple or what color they are. I wculd be willing to give
my life to present it from happening again , "

On June 6, 1981 I asked Joyce Kunitani, "Was there anything that happened
tc you that helped you tc become a wiser or a better person?" Mrs., Kunitani
thought for a long time and then said, "The experiences definitely made you

wiser," T asked, "In what way?" She responded very assertively, "That

they won't be put in camp the sdmx second time. That there will not be a

second time, Definitely!™




Footnotes
B. Munson put it, "The American educated Japanese in a boor in

and treated as a foreigner." xfixhmdxfirenxfemonxnfnkntaxpxmnumhfnmn

from Years of Infamy, p. L2.




