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Meanwhile, the ̂segregationists, with exultant fanaticism, spread 
rumors that the families of the men sent to Santa Fe would soon be 
sent to join them. Members of the �	���� who received notices 
from Washington approving their applications for denationalization 
waved them in front of nonrenunciants and urged them to make their 
own applications without delay. Renunciation became a mass move�
ment. During January, 3,400 young persons (40 percent of the citizen 
population) applied for denationalization. The Department of Justice 
became alarmed. Burling tried to stem the flood by asking the na�
tional officials of the WRA to declare Tuie Lake a “refuge center“ ' 
��� which no one would be forced to relocate for the Juration of

����

the war, and by trying to stamp out the resegregationist organiza�
tions. At̂ T̂  3tirne7'he aisôdid̂'constttetion3 w3ith 
B B u t  the WRA refused to yield in the matter of forced 
resettlement, and the only concession made was that “those who do 
not wish to leave the Tuie Lake center ������������ are not required 
to do so and may continue to live here or at some similar center un�
til January 1, 1946” (Thomas and Nishimoto 1946: 356, italics 
theirs). The Department of Justice continued its internments of 
f̂ esegregationists. On 26 January, 171 men were interned, on 11 
February, 650, on 4 March, 125. *
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On 16 March the WRA belatedly announced that all resegrega�
tionist activities were unlawful and punishable by imprisonment. 
But none of these repressive measures stopped the flood of renuncia�
tions. In all, 70 percent of those eligible renounced their citizenship.
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 During the summer of 1945 many approved renunciants wrote to the�

Department of Justice and asked for permission to withdraw their re�

nunciations; some also asked to leave Tule Lake. (The department�

sent form letters to all such persons explaining that it was not within�

the power of the Attorney General to restore citizenship once lost�

through the procedure followed). The number of applications for can3�

 ̂cellation of renunciation increased sharply in the fall.

Although many were seeking to cancel their renunciations, the De3�

^  partment of Justice was moving to send them all to Japan. On July 14,�

1945, under the authority of the Alien Enemy Act of 1798, President�

Truman issued Proclamation 2655 which provided that all interned�

alien enemies deemed by the Attorney General to be dangerous to peace

and safety "because they have adhered to aforesaid enemy governments�

or to the principles of their government shall be subject... to removal�

from the United States."13*’Regulations governing their deportation�

were published by the Department of Justice on September 26, 1945.

On October 8 the department began the registration of the renunciants,�

who were fingerprinted and photographed. They were informed that�

they were now classed as “native American aliens.”“7 On October 10 the .�

department announced that on and after November 15 “all persons ,�

whose applications to renounce citizenship have been approved by the j�

Attorney General of the United States, will be repatriated to Japan, ��

together with members of their families, whether citizens or aliens, who ��

desire to accompany them.”**’"

The renunciants were startled by the announcement of their immi�

nent removal to Japan, and many who did not wish to be sent�

there took action to prevent it. A group who had been in contact with�

Wayne Collins, a San Francisco attorney and a representative of the�

American Civil Liberties Union, formed a small committee which began�

to raise funds to finance court action. On November 5, Collins entered�

two suits in federal courts asking that certain named renunciant plain�

tiffs be set at liberty, that the deportation orders be cancelled, that the�

applications for renunciations be declared void, and the plaintiffs de�

clared to be nationals of the United States. At the time of filing these�

suits there were 987 plaintiffs. Many more were added during the�

following weeks and the number rose to 4,322̂ * The litigation thus�

initiated lasted many years.

On December 10, 1945, Department of Justice officials at Tule Lake�

announced that deportation, or so3called "mitigation," hearings (similar�

to those held in all cases of deportation of aliens to discover whether�

undue hardship would be occasioned by the move), would be held for�

all renunciants who did not wish to go to Japan, as well as for aliens�

who had been interned and who were now at Tule Lake under special3�

segregation or parole orders.*“ Aliens or renunciants who did not ask�

for a hearing, those who expressed a desire to be sent to Japan, and�

those aliens and citizens removed from Tule Lake during the winter�

°L iS--_-., would not be given~Keanngs and would be sent to Japan.

In tKelall of 1945 a movement from Tule Lake began. With the�

cessation of hostilities with Japan, the WDC released all those it had�

been holding. After the Department of Justice took over on October�

10 only renunciants and “segregated parolees” were detained, and re�

settlement of the eligible was speeded. The population of the center�

dropped from 17,341 on August 1, 1945, to 7,269 on January 1, 1946.
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On January 31, 1946, the center held 5,045 persons, consisting of only�

detainees and their families."*'

In January, 1946, there were approximately 3,200 renunciants at�

Tule Lake and a small number in the Department of Justice internment�

camps. After the announcements of the mitigation hearings, at�

Tule Lake and 25 in the internment centers applied for a hearing; 107�

at Tule Lake did not do so.
The mitigation hearings were held at Tule Lake and at the intern�

ment camps at Ft. Lincoln, North Dakota, and Santa Fe, New Mexico,�

between January 7 and April 1, 19463"“ Fifteen hearing officers, secre�

taries, and translators arrived at Tule Lake on New Year's Day with�

Rothstein in charge. At the hearing the applicant could present evi�

dence and witnesses in his behalf but was denied the right to counsel.�

On February 12, 1946, when 1,800 hearings had been completed at�

L Tule Lake, the Department announced the names of 406 renunciants�

who had received unfavorable recommendations and against whom�

deportation orders were to be issued. The remainder of the applicants�

were unconditionally free. The 406 and their 43 family members were�

removed to camps at Crystal City, Texas, and Seabrook Farms, Bridge3�

ton, New Jersey."" Removal orders were issued “only where a renun3�

ciant was a dual national prior to his renunciation.... A number of�

removal orders had to be revoked upon the discovery that renunciants�

were not Japanese citizens under the law of Japan.”***

The second group of individuals held at Tule Lake, the segregated�

parolees from Department of Justice centers, were also given hearings.�

In January, 1946, a special alien board, composed of the Dean of the�

Law School of the University of California, Edwin DeWitt Dickinson,�

and two attorneys, was set up by the Department of Justice to hold�

hearings for the 47 segregated parolees at Tule Lake. After hearings�

and review of the board's recommendations by the Attorney General,�

all of the groups were released unconditionally on March 18, 1946,�

and informed that they could remain in the United States; two pre�

ferred Japan.*" On March 20, 1946, the last inmate of Tule Lake de�

parted.

¡
During the fall of 1945 and the early months of 1946 over a thousand�

renunciants and many Japanese aliens sailed for Japan. Through Feb�

ruary 23, 1946, a total of 4,406 residents of Tule Lake had also left.�

Of these, 1,116 were renunciants who did not apply for a mitigation�

hearing, 1,523 were aliens, and 1,767 were American citizens; of the�

citizens, all but 49 were the minor children of aliens or renunciants.�

By July, 4,724 persons had left for Japan from Tule Lake and other

H
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centers. By September 27, 1948, there were 1,444 renunciants who had�

not applied for hearings and had left for Japan, and i,48j?jygjreresid3�

ing there on April 26, 1949.** Those leaving from Tule Lake or other�

Ĵ^R A centers and~t?reTntefhment camps of the Department of Justice,�

were joined by over three thousand who had relocated or had been�

outside of the evacuation areas. All in all, some eighj thousand persons�

of Japanese descent left for Japan between‘V ĵT ây and micf31946.

	����������������������������������������� renunciants sought the�

restoration of their American citizenship and freedom from the threat�

of deportation in the courts!** Two suits were entered in the federal 3�

district court for northern California on November 5, 19453 a petition�

for a writ of habeas corpus, ��� v. ���������� to free the petitioners�

from the deportation orders of the Department of Justice and to set / �

them at libertyTancTa plea in equity, ��� v. � �� �� that the renuncia3�

tion applications be declared void and the plaintiffs be declared na�

tionals of the United States. The briefs for the plaintiffs in the two�

suits made the same claim: that the signing of the renunciation applica3 >�

tions was the result of duress and coercion and was not a free and »�

voluntary act.
The renunciants won the first round in both suits in the district�

court. In the habeas corpus action Judge A. S. St. Sure issued a tempo3 ��

rary injunction against the deportation in late 1945 and the case was  �

heard during 1946.*" On June 20, 1947, Judge Louis E. Goodman (the�

two cases having been transferred’to him when Judge St. Sure became�

ill) granted the application for a writ of habeas corpus, holding that�

the plaintiffs were not alien enemies and hence could not be detained�

for deportation from the country!***"On August 11 issued the

writ commanding the district director oF~the Immigration and Nat�

uralization Service to release the plaintiffs from custody. Advised that�

the Department of Justice was intending to appeal the decision, on�

September *, 1947 Judge Goodman placed all the renunciants held by�

the Department of Justice, including the 138 who were plaintiffs in�

the habeas corpus proceedings as well as the 164 who were not, in the�

custody of Wayne Collins, their attorney. The government agreed to�

beaT ê"co^̂  the' group from the internment camps in

New Jersey and Texas to their former homes in California.** The ap�

peal from the district3court decision was finally filed by the government�

0x1 February 28, 1949; the time for the filing was extended several times�

by the court at the request of the department.**

Hearings on the suit in equity, ��� v. �����, began in 1946. More�

than four thousand plaintiffs petitioned to be declared nationals of the
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United States and their renunciations set asi i j/ ^n  support of iu ^ �

tention that the renunciations were the free expressions  ̂the rcnun�

ciants, the government submitted among other items a lengthy affidavit�

by Burling describing hi» visit to Tule Lake in ,9453 ,946 and" the co"�

duct of tlie renunciation hearings. Four shorter affidavits by the other�

ĥearing officers were also introduced.*" On April 29, 1948, Judge Good3�

man issued an opinion cancelling the renunciations and declaring the�

phmtiffs to be United States citizens.** However, admitting that it�

r̂nglu be possible for the government to present evidence that some of�

the plaintiffs did act freely and voluntarily despite the weight of evi3�

dence that they did not, Judge Goodman gave the government ninety�

days in which to "file a designation of any of the plaintiffs concerning�

whom they desire to present further evidence.”

After many extensions of time granted by the court, the Department�

of Justice, on February 25, 1949, filed a "Designation of Plaintiffs”�

which stated that the evidence which would be introduced "against�

each such designated plaintiff proves or tends to prove that each�

renounced United States nationality and citizenship of his or her own�

free will, choice, desire and agency, and shows that such renunciation�

was not caused by duress, menace, coercion, and intimidation, fraud�

and undue influence.” This evidence consisted in showing that of every�

one of the 4,322 plaintiffs one or more of the following statements was�

true: that he or she was a Kibei; had been a leader of a pro3Japanese�

organization at Tule Lake; had applied for repatriation or expatriation�

either before or after renunciation; had been segregated at Tule Lake�

because of a negative answer to question 28 or because of a denial by�

the WRA of leave clearance; had gone to Tule Lake Center voluntarily�

to be with his or her family; was now in Japan; was under alien3enemy�

removal orders.** The court rejected the “Designation” on March 23,�

*9493 Judge Goodman found that it did not present evidence overcom�

ing the presumption that the renunciations were the result of coercion�

and pressure. On April 12, 1949, h6 issued his opinion stating that the�

renunciations were void as they were the product of such influences.*80�
The government appealed.“1 ’

On July 6, 1949, while the habeas corpus and equity actions were�

before the courts, a suit was entered by Andrew L. Wirin, a Los An�

geles attorney, in behalf of three renunciants, Murakami, Sumi, and�

Shimizu, who had been refused passports by the State Department on�

the grounds that by virtue of their renunciations at Tule Lake they were�

no longer American citizens.“* On August 27, 1949, Judge William C.�

Mathes rendered a decision for the plaintiffs.*“ The government ap3
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pealed but lost. Judge William Denman of the court of appeals held�

that the findings of the lower court that the renunciations were the�

product of oppressive conditions at Tule Lake was fully supported by�

the evidence and that further findings by his court gave additional�

support to the judgment.*81 Many of these points were documented by�

references to Thomas and Nishimoto's !�������� which had also been�

introduced as documentary evidence in ��� v. ������ The government�

decided not to contest the decision and not to oppose suits by renun�

ciants to affirm their citizenship unless its files "disclose evidence of�

loyalty to Japan or disloyalty to the United States.”“8�

However, the plaintiff Japanese lost both their habeas corpus and�

equity suits in the court of appeals. The judgments of the district courts�

were reversed and the cases sent back for further proceedings. In the�

habeas corpus suit��"����� v. ���� the decision that the renunciations�

were void was denied except for minors who were held to be legally�

incapable of renouncing.880 However, the threat of removal to Japan�

was dissipated when the Department of Justice cancelled the removal�

orders. On April 20, 1952, Acting Attorney General Philip B. Perlman�

cancelled the outstanding orders against the 302 renunciants in the�

Department of Justice camps. On May 6, 1952, Wayne Collins peti�

tioned for a dismissal of the suit in the district court on the ground�

that the cancellation rendered the issues moot, and the motion was�

granted that day by Judge Goodman.

The renouncing Japanese no longer needed to fear deportation to�

Japan. However, their American citizenship was not affirmed, for the�

decision in the appeals court in the equity case also went against them.�

Judge Denman ruled that the renunciations were valid for all adult�

plaintiffs other than the fifty3eight who went to Tule Lake to be with�

family members and that in future proceedings they would have to�

demonstrate individually that they had been coerced into renouncing.*"�

The Supreme Court denied a writ of certiorari on October 8, 1951.*“�

Since the return of the case to the district court no action has yet (1954)�

been taken by the plaintiffs and their cases have yet to be heard.888 They�

remain "native American aliens.”   ^
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May 20, 1959. Fourteen years after the inception of the mass 
suits, much fanfare and publicity attended an unusual public ceremony 
in the office of Attorney General William P. Rogers. Assembled news�
men and invited dignitaries were informed that the administrative 
review of the renunciation cases had been completed. Attorney Gen3 

L eral Rogers then made public the restoration of “precious rights of 
citizenship” to 4,978 Nisei, declaring: “Our country did make a mis�
take. We have publicly recognized it and as a free nation publicly 
make restoration.”

Edward J. Ennis, one of the guests of honor and then general 
counsel to the national office of the American Civil Liberties Union 
(Chairman of the ACLU in 1969), stated in an address: “I think the 
Department of Justice has responded magnificently to the problems 
presented by taking practically all the ‘divorced’ citizens back into 
the family of our American country.”

“I would like to believe that our liberal policy of citizenship 
I restitution has conformed to the hope and promise of sound American

ideals,” responded Assistant Attorney General George C. Doub,30 
l who further expressed the hope that the Nisei would “have the charity

to forgive their Government.” Doub added:
It is a remarkable tribute to the fortitude of the Nisei that compara�
tively few surrendered their American citizenship under the prevail3 

4 ing hysteria conditions in the WRA camps. They were indeed so loyal 
that from them came the soldiers of the 442nd battalion whose casu�
alty notices were delivered to parents behind the barbed wires of the
camps.*t

\ Media reaction throughout the nation was eulogistic. The Chris�
tian Science Monitor of May 22, 1959, announced editorially that 
“the federal Justice Department deserve gratitude from Americans 
for painstakingly righting a grave injustice . . The Washington 
Post and Times Herald of May 28, 1959, followed with lavish praise:

Today all the Nisei who suffered in this wave of hysteria have been
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generously compensated for their property losses and all of the re3 
nunciants against whom no other evidence of willful disloyalty could 
be found have now been restored to full civil status. The great credit 
for the completion of this program of restitution belongs to Assistant 
Attorney General George Cochran Doub, who heads the Civil Divi�
sion of the Department of Justice.

Mr. Doub’s energy in pursuing the settlement of the Nisei claims 
proves ... that although we have shown ourselves “as a Nation 
capable of wrongs,” we have also shown ourselves capable “of con�
fessing and of seeking to expiate them.” Or as a celebrated historian, 
describing a somewhat similar change of heart and reversal of judg�
ment by the citizens of another democracy, put it: “The morrow 
brought repentance with it and reflection on the horrid cruelty of a ̂  
decree which had condemned all to the fate merited only by a few.” • "�

Probably the only person outraged by the whole proceeding was 
the fiery San Francisco attorney, for with all the self3congratulatory 
platitudes and rhetoric of expiation, this was no blanket amnesty, as 
had been demanded by him for over a decade as rightly due a group 
of citizens who had been abandoned so utterly. Seventeen years after 
they had been driven into peonage—some into insanity—and de�
frauded of their rights, mercy was still begrudgingly withheld from 

^  350 renunciants. “We will vigorously defend our adverse determina3 *
tion of these comparatively few cases in the courts . . .”JMhe As3 / 
sistant Attorney General had thrown out the challenge, as though to 
Collins personally. '

By this time, 2,031 renunciants had gone to Japan. Of the 3,735 
who remained in the United States, all but eighty3four had regained 
their citizenship.*

The discredited ex3Americans again turned to Collins in their 
lonely Armageddon, although a number of them abandoned their 
fight; some decided to remain in Japan; a few passed away. Collins:
“The maintenance of the stigma of wrongdoing was consistent with 
Justice’s obsession with face3saving. Having inflicted the gravest type 
of injury upon these blameless people, then criminally soliciting and 
taking renunciations from tormented persons, the Justice Department  ̂
sought to whitewash its own reputation by persisting in blackening 
those of young Americans who had courage enough to stand up and 
fight for their rights—Americans who would not brook insults forever. 
Practically all the young men denied their citizenship rights were 
Kibei. Their mistreatment is unprecedented in American history.” 

Contrary to the pronouncement of the Justice Department to all 
assembled that “this ceremony today concludes a colorful chapter of 
American history,” the issue of citizenship restoration dragged on into 
the late sixties. And as aptly underscored by authors Girdner and 
Loftis in .���0'���� ��'�1��2 “Wayne Collins was the agent for
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and was now st ruggl i ng to make up hi s mi nd whet her  to become a segregant  or  no 

We conversed tor  over  a, hour  i n the caut i ous and obi i gue f ashi on char act er .  ,  

of  the ol der  J apanese.  Then suddenl y he l ooked up at  me,  sat  up St rang

cr i ed out  bi t ter l y:

I f  I  go back to "  e

�  shoul d. B̂ut  here,
the r i ght  to cast  a bal l ot  as any chut  out* No

�  Uax Êi el dnol as.  J ul y 30. J MI * .

Af t er  the ent r ai nment $ I ""i %gal l  frhat  t hree or  x£xx f our  of  the Caucasi an

school  t eacher s organi zed a smal l  soci al  get $ t cget h r̂  £oxm:fcfcKri ixjdbiKd tc whi ch

they i nvi t ed some x±t  of  the evacuee parent s.  They i nvi t ed me tc t hi s

i  . *, « .c $ i$? � ■
modest  paxbxanri xi xj araxrai  par t y cof f ee and cooki es* w$ere$served̂ .

I  shal l  never  f or get  hew happy one of  t he �� J apanese Amer i can xmi i hxmxxi ESi J cEBi x 

women l ooked when she of f ered me cof f ee and I  accepted.

Af ter  ̂ t he segr egant s had l ef t  Gi l a f or  t he Tul e Lake~center, "~T~$ $
�� *� ��  

cor r esponded occasi onal l y wi t h a f ew of  t he peopl e xxxh who had been most  

oprn wi thi  me.  At  Chr i st mas t i me I  sent  some of  my f r i ends modest  boxes of  

candy,  and I  was sur pr i sed to r ecei ve JCEsiKKt movi ng expr essi ons of  . grat i tude.  

One young man sai d t hat  he wc l̂ d not  f orget  t hi s ki ndaesss as l ong as he l i ved,

Fr om the moment  of  t hei r  ar r i val  at  f xaf cxi ke t he*Tul e Lake Segr egat i on 

Center ,  SWrtJ the p̂gfcSer segr egaat s taui xsas were subj ect ed t o a

ser i es of  traumata. $
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Many t cl d me l at er  t hat  t hey had been di smayed by the si ght  cf  the doubl e 

XMK X̂XKf ’•manproof ” f ence,  ei ght  f eet  hi gh $  cr owned wi t h Bxxk barbed wi r e 

and guarded by wat cht ower s and armed sol di er s —— wi th whi ch t he aut hor i t i es had 

t hought  i t  necessary to sur round the new segr egat i on center ,  and by t he i mpr essi ve 

£ku±nEbxkl Mf cxxf cxxkx (but  obsol et e)  t anks whi ch had been pl aced so t hat  t he i n�

comi ng segregant s coul d see them#

The l i ne bet ween the segregant s and the WRA staf f  was much mere shar ol y 

drawn,  net  onl y by t he manoroof  f ence around the center ,  but  al so 

mSTrp£e5E#~$#e#ce armixcixtotaammmihinti ipn bet ween t* e ĉol ony" and the admi ni st r at i on 

area t hr ough whi ch an evacuee coul t  go onl y wi th a gat e pass and af t er  bei ng 

i ndi vi dual l y checked^

 ̂ • On Oct ober  l l i , 191*3 ( whi l e segregat es were st i l l  ar r i vi ng)

■a f arm t ruck car r yi ng J apanese Amer i can wor ker s over t urned.  Fi ve. men were ser i ousl y 

i nj ured and one di ed# Some ei ght  hundred b<f t he f ar m worker s t hereupon went  

on st i ke,  demandi ng saf e t r anspor t at i on and compensat i on f or  t he i nj ured persons.  

Compl ex negot i at i ons ensued and,  on Hosai êr î ket Ecoj ect $ »i r ect or  turn«tt  t he

$ Spt sBafcaKTai . . $  o." .



j j ufcnxBJ ki i KbXQxnEfi xthKxaani  t he ni ght  of  November  U,  t he Proj ect  J i r ect or

t urned the j ur i sdi ct i on of  t he camp over  to t he Army/  ‘ ĥe J apanese Amer i cans 

di d not  know that  t hi s had occur red xndpnaooQndnngl j i  and cn t he next  mor ni ng 

the coal  KXi sxxxKxhKKx and mess crews,  t ypi st s,  bookkeepers,  nurses,  and 

doct or s began to wal k to t hei r  wor k pl aces i n the admi ni st r at i ve sect i on.

Here t hey wererti  met  by a cordon of  armed sol di er s who assumed that  t hev

E
were pfanrir host i l e demonst r at or s and showered t hem wi t h t ear  gas.  On November  13,

the Army decl ared mar t i al  l aw to be i n ef f ect /  and began t o ar rest  the

J $ a k̂j er eJ i he ê t̂ uat t gr os and anyone el se susnect ed of  subver si ve 
. �� ���� 	+� #Y �3� � � �� �

act i vi t y.  Bxxaaqpdtacgj cksx I n al l ,  some 3 0̂ men were ar r est ed and j&zjhcx

i mpr i soned i n a xfcKKkxBtsxkxrf  hast i l y cont ract ed sXKxkxi i sQCxxx "st ockade".

Li f e i n t he st ockade was abomi nabl e.  No pr i soner  was al l owed to xs t al k

wi t h a spouse or  r el at i ve and none were �= ever  kxsacb br ought  t r  t r i al .

Lax±yxi i Kni ai i axi gcd̂ nBfl x3i 9hi i l ?d bd bdffi i i fj ihdWhh R'o h Ah hh hd hbh e h Abbi rh jsditebix

Af t er  t he ar r est  of  the l eaders a gener al  st r i ke exxHxak ensued.  No

segregant s went  to work except  t hose engaged i n general  servi ces,  stHKi xxx̂ :

t he doct or s and the di st r i but or s of  coal  and f eed.

Ear l y i n J anuar y of  /���� the Ar my and the WSA made advances to

a f ew of  t he segregant s who were l i ncl i ned t o t xkxxx col l abor at e wi t h t he

, who were cal l ed the Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee,  
admi ni st r at i o.  * Wi t h the cooper at i on of  t hese men/ \ they ar r ayed a r ef er endum

/ v ■ < « /*■ f "'/V

(on J anuar y 11)  i n whi ch t he r esi dent s )���� voted whet her  t hey woul d

mai nt ai n t he st r i ke or  r et urn to work.  By t he barest  maj or i t y— a pl ur al i t y

].� �̂M
of  U?3 out  of  8, 713— the r esi dent s voted to ab ândon the st r i ke.

I Wo ; 9�> ¿>ti l l r$wô i rni g"' atr' ' tti e>Gi l a Cent er  when t hese

N � �� 3��� vn_ )■ &���

event s t ĝJ s l̂ acer —$ AoEi ai x̂ k̂Kksnt  Î  c$ or pwpGoded wi t h t he peopl e who had

i r >r ur  t he most  det ai l ed descr i pt i on of  t hese event s,  see Thomas and 
Ni shomot o,  pp.  11°
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ki ndness as l ong as be l i vê l .  I  di d not , of  course,  tammwmangntatomrapjmmtfi  
at  t hi s t i me

have any knowl ddge of  t he swHf i i mxwxmortaxwaacKxi nxgl i tDEnxngvi xnxgKnxKgxi j xaHdxx 

i bxb̂ bxhxbEbybxbi bbKbxbxbtbsaaj f cxxj K̂ t r aumat a tc whi ch xki .  t hese peopl e were 

bei ng subj ect ed or  what  a f r i endl y gest ure f r om a Caucasi an Amer i can mi ght  

mean tc them.

I n Febr uar y of  19UU I  was permi t t ed t o xxkexxsxf c vi si t  Tal e Lake f or  

two days* Qn my ar r i val

I  was t ol d t hat  st af f  members or  vi si t or s l i ke mysel f  were not  oer mi t t ed to 

ent er  '’t he col ony” unl ess t hey were accompani ed by an armed sol i dpr .  Wi t h the 

assi st ance of  Paul  Rober t sonj  an assi st ant  proj ect  di r ector ,  I  was abl e t o by�

pass t hi s regul at i on;  I  was escor t ed by a co$ oper at i ve member  of  the I nt ernal  

Secur i t y ( t he pol i ce) ,  who remai ned out si de i n hi s car  whi l e I  made my vi si t s.

���������2��������������4�"'��5��������	���.���	������������'�����2�����������������������2���������

del i ght ed
f9®tomammatefflmAinmmmtehamm«ffl «taaBi im I  was surpr i sed v H—pi  at  how/ xi Exxxd my

J apanese XKXSOi  Amer i can f r i ends wer e tc see me.  Poor  as t hey were,  t hey 

had managed t o get  some ref reshment s.  One f ami l y served me cocoa and puf f ed 

r i ce;  anot her b̂y some �=���= � mi racl e,  had managed t o pr ocur e a cake.  yartv 

gave me det ai l ed account s of  what  had happened t o t hem dur i ng the st r i ke.

At  t hi s t i me I  di d not  r eal i ze t hat  t hey wer e assi st i ng me net  because I  was 

a ski l l f ul  f i el dwor ker  but  because ! t hey i nt erpret ed by vi si t s as evi dence that  

I ,  a Caucasi an Amer i can,  r egarded t hem as decei t ,  l aw$ abi di ng and t r ust wor t hy

i ndi vi dual s.  ?> Sever al  mont hs l at er  some of  my f r i ends t ol d me t hat  t hey had 

t aken the

pr ecaut i on of  t el l i ng t hei r  nei ghbor s t hat  a Caucasi an f r i end f rom the 

r el ocat i on cent er s was goi ng t o pay t hem a purel y soci al  cal l .  "(� doi ng tt i s 

t hey hoped tc avoi d bei ng st i gmat i zed as i nu.

  T mg  t hi s f i rst  vi si t  I  al so met  MxxxtfxssxKn J oseph Yoshi suke Kur i har a 

who was to become one of  my best  xxf cHXKa r espondent s and my f r i end.  Mr .  Kur i har a 

was at  t hi s t i me �����?���� i n hi s l at e f or t i es.  He had been born i n @ Hawai i ,  

had enl i st ed i n t he ���� s. Ar my i n 1917/  and had served abroad.  He was a 

devout  Cat hol i c and xxstx,  af t er  hi s i ncar cerat i on i n 18 19h2,  he had wr i t t en
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prej udi ce ofAkfee co$ worker s.  "I f  t hey <=�= f i nd out  how you f eel  t hey’ l l  

st ar t  a war  of  nerves and t or t ure you i nt i l  you qui t . "

On March Hi ,  Mr.  BSfl flC Rober t son,  t he Assi st ant  Proj ect  i i r ect or  

who had ��*�� hel ped me car ry on my work  ̂ &sked me to t ry t o f i nd out  what  

coul d be done t o mi t i gat e t he hat red and susoi ci on/ ¿md many of  t he 

r esi dent s f el t  t oward the admi ni st r at i on.  I  t ol d hi m that  I  woul d t al k to 

peopl e and t el l  hi m what  I  decent l y coul d.  On March 17,  i i l l on S.  Myer , t he 

Nat i onal  Bi r ect or  of  t he WRA ar r i ved at  t he Tul e Lake Cent er  and 

del i ver ed an opt i mi st i c and encour agi ng speech t o the WRA staf f .  ������� 

kh�gmHmt i i qpar f nxax�i inEiny:n��rrni i nB�nMf l Bnhnl ��n Two days l at er  Mr.  Rober t son }

the onl y staf f  member  who made f r equent  vi si t s to t he evacuees,  

came to my quar t er s and asked me i f  I  woul d mi nd t al ki ng to Mr.  Myer  about  

t he st at e of  t he center .  I  agreed,  and we went  t o t he admi ni st r at i on 

bui l di ng.  I  t ol d Mr.  Myer  t hat  I  di d no t̂ hi nk t he si t uat i on was i mnrovi ng 

very much.  Many peopl e were  ̂ apat ret i e,  many,  who were not  "agi ators" bel i eved 

that  t he members of  the Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee were xt ei l  st ool  pi geons and 

graf t er s,  and f ckxxyxx t hat  many,  moder at e or  r adi al ŝt i l l  f el t  t hat  t hei r
%�O

t r ue r epr esent at i ves were "si t t i ng i n t he st ockade".  Mr.  Myer  was not  

i mpressed and sai d t hat  "he f el t  t he wr r st  hump had been oassed when the 

peopl e ��went  back to work.  /0123�4� Then,  wi t h a gl ance at  Mr .  Rober t son,  he 

sai d:

I  f eel  t hat  i t  i s f ut i l e t o at t empt  t o get  r el at i ons wi t h t he 

col ony when the appoi nt ed st af f  are not  abl e to agree among t hem�

sel ves.  I  r ©Ly chi el l y on Mr.  Rober t son to accompl i sh thi s.  I  

bel i eve thi s i s a more i mpor t ant  and pr essi ng t ask t han the

est abl i shment  of  per sonal  cont ct s i n t he col ony,  »»y��

$$.EieJLd ne tes,$»* Mar c h _i p



On Apri l  7 and 8 an underground group (whose membèrs came to be cal l ed

the "Resegregati onxsts") ci rcul ated a peti ti on aski ng for the si gnatures 

l ô al l  persons who "wi sh to return to J apan at the fi rst opportuni ty" and 

who al so wi shed to be resegregated,  that i s,  l i ve together i n a separate 

secti on of the center.  The peti ti on
, was wri tten i n Engl i sh and i n J apanese,  

and i n i ts J apanese form i t i mpl i ed that the resul ts woul d be made the basi s 

for admi ni strati ve acti on.  Some peopl e were deepl y di sturbed by the peti �

ti on.  Many (though they di d not say so) di d not wi sh to commi t themsel ves.  

Some feared that i f they di d not si gn they woul d not be al l owed to repatri ate 

or expatri ate.  Several  fri ends tol d me that the peopl e behi nd the peti ti on

Were "woul d+be bi g shots, " or a "radi cal  goon+squad busi ness. " .My outspoken 
E  $ $ $ $ $—.— 5�� ¿rw*~ A$f � ' /
£̂r ĝnd_;Bob Tstreuda—tprl d~agr "̂What do I care about Dai  Ni ppon (Great J apanese

Empi re)! I  came here to l ead a peaceful  l i fe unti l  the war ’s over. "

On Apri l  10,  the admi ni strati on i ssued a memorandum stati ng that there

was i ntenti on of  carryi ng out a resegregati on and that the peti ti on had

not been authori zed.

Mr.  Bedt ,  t he proj ect  di rector ,

XtaKmBri mmmmffl tommi hmmn/now embar ked on a marked change i n pol i cy.

He proposed a hl f  hol i d̂ay so t hat  t he neopl e mi ght

cel ebr at e the bi r t hday of  the Emper or  of  J aoan,  he ordered a bi g meal  to

be serVed on t hat  day,  and he t hr ew the f i r st  basebal l  at  the game ���

hel d i n cel ebrat i on.  Chi l dren were new permi t t ed to vi si t  the proj ect

f arm out si de of  the mai n barbed wi r e f ence,  and the f or mi dabl e f ence 
$(\ ̂  ̂  _ �soy$A$C* �FG�G�

t hat d̂i vi ded t he ĉa»Ms wU ŵo sect i on?* was t ern saricx down.  Enter t ai nment ;  

and at hl et i c event s wer e i ni t i at ed and encour aged — movi es,  bl ock ent er �

t ai nment s,  basebal l  and basket bal l .  The qual i t y and quant i t y of  f ood 

served i n the messhal l s was si gni f i cant l y i mproved.

These changes i n pol i cy „ere great l y appr eci at ed by *** al mcst  a Uo f

ny respondents' !  and the j onn»**?$ ,
. anxi et y and conf usi on of  the

si x mont hs began to di ssi pat e.

8�a�
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admi ni  st rat i  on auci  get  t hi ngs r ol l i ng har moni ousl y. ” On the ot her  bcaai hand,  

he expl ai ned,  r espr esent at i ves who !,st cod up and spoke f or  the J txsi sx r i ght s of  

the J apanese” wer e l i kel y to be ’’t hrown i nt o t he st ockade. ” I f  t hey are

qui et  ”and f al l  i n l i ne)* t hey are al l  goi ngg to be cal l ed i nu. . . XXXX 

”No $ respectabl e,  wel l $ educat ed J apanese i s wi l l i ng to at t empt  t hat  posi t i on. ”
• *• « ■* . ••»  i f . .

On the same day I  vi si t ed a Ni sei  man and wi f e whom I  had known at  t he 

Gi l a Cent er .  When I  asked about  the f or t hcomi ng meet i ngs/  t he husband sai d:

I  oer sonal l y woul d r at her  see the men i n t he st ockade rel eased. . .  Peool e 

are sayi ng,  ' What ' s t he use? "We xj tfcxxisx el ect ed r epr esent at i ves once 

and i ksj Dbc t hey ( the admi ni st r at i on)  woul dn' t  r ecogni ze them.  "'  On the 

next  day,  anot her  r espondent  ��+ sai d,  "I t  doesn' t  seern as i f  t $ i s r epr esen�

t at i ve body i s. goi ng to go t hrough.  I  hear  so many say that  axxi EHg 

axnMexaxBxtfxnkf txgxtfcHdxi Exi hfc t hey  ̂ wi l l  ref use t o vot e unt i l  t hei r  

r epr esent at i ves are r el eased f rom the st ockade. ”

»/r , ' vrj �� �� L
On May 18,  I  vi si t ed a l i bel ’ ccul e.  f c ^ S ' ^ v e r y

i nt el l i gent  young mangol d me t hat  he had been asked t o be a �������������� 

i n hi s bl ock,  but  had ref used.  "Toni ght  ever y bl ock i s goi ng t o have a 

meet i ng ( to nomi nate del egat es) ,  but  I ' m goi ng t o pl ay basebal l  and have a 

l ot  of  f un.  . I f  you do good f or  t he peopl e you get  out  i n t he st ockade.

I f  you do good f or  WRA you get  cal l ed ����� >4�'� � ����  � ��� � ���� 2���2�� �X

Mrs.  Waki da and her  mot her  had mi  moved t o t he back of  t he bar r ack

Mi zEk !����� H��� E�)�	�� ��	� �� ���)�	�� MKX E���� �� ����� ��� l eave

the$ f came f orward and sai d t hei r  d we l l s .  I  r emarked on the r emoval  of

f ence and Mrs.  Waki da' s f ace l i t  up wi t h j oy as she expl ai ned how 

much mor e f r ee t hey al l  f el t .  <

1 ’ ade t H° mCr e sooi al  cal 1* t hat  af t ernoon,  and at  each bar rack 

my respondent s t ol d me how happy t he r emoval  of  t he f ence had made* them.
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rrtglrt of  J une" 12 ,vthe. brotJ hj e*~of $ermar> who had$ ; openl y~eooperated wi  th 

tbe: t̂ oi nj t̂ i sa ©̂n was assaul ted and beaten so sever l y that  he had concussi on 

of  the brai n.  The next  ni ght ,  the accommodat i ng pol i ce warden was beaten.

On the ni ght  of  J une 17,  a gang of  young men i nvaded the proj ect  hi gh school ,  

tore down al l  the moveabl e f i xtures and f l ushed them down the toi l et .  On 

J une 21,  a mental l y deranged I ssei  at tacked hi s roommate wi th a hammer,  al most

ki l l i ng hi m.  Several  peopl e tol d me that  "The ol d man had f ound out  that  hi s

my f r i ends,  t he Tsurudas.  Mrs.  Tsuri i da 
f r i end was an j nu. " On J une 24 I cal l ed on/ twe$ f̂ $ my best  $ f ri ends,  a coupTe

��������	���	� �	��������� ���	�	������� �����	�����	������������� ������ ������	� �������

I&ffiMwVfe was l ooki ng so anxi ous and upset  that  I asked her i f  any�

thi ng was wrong.  Looki ng f rom r i ght  to l ef t  she whi spered,  "I  thi nk everybody 

i s nervous i n here.  Thi s pl ace gi ves me the wi l l i es. " Her husband astoni shed 

me by denounci ng the "radi cal s" and the "pressure gang" and tel l i ng me that  he 

was consi der i ng rel ocat i on.  "The t roubl e i s they expect  you to act  l i ke a damn 

radi cal  and go out  and ki l l  every hakuj i n (Caucasi an)  on the other si de of  the 

f ence.  And when you don' t  act  l i ke that  you are an j _nu. " (Forty years l ater 

hi s si ster  tol d me that  he was bei ng threatened and cal l ed a dog because I 

vi si ted hi m f requent l y and because he was worki ng cl osel y wi th hi s Caucasi an 

supervi sor  i n an at tempt  to i mprove the qual i t y of  the f ood served i n the 

mess hal l s. )  Other respondents were al so nervous and i l l  at  ease.  One man 

sai d desperatel y:  "I f  the agi tators and spi es woul d get  out  of  here we' l l  

be uni ted.  But  i t woul dn' t  mat ter  i f  we di dn' t  have uni ty,  so l ong as we 

have peace!"

On J une 28,  ni neteen I ssei  were sent  f rom Tul e Lake to the Santa Fe 

I nternment  Camp operated by the Department  of  J ust i ce.  Fi f teen were taken 

f rom the stockade and f our f rom the evacuee area.  On J une 30 another man

was assaul ted.
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ci t i zenshi p i s al ready deni ed them, " and they cal l ed on the young men to 

abstai n f rom "radi cal  act i vi t i es".  On the ni ght  of  October  15,  three of  

these ant i $ resegregat i oni st s were assaul ted and brutal l y beaten.  On October  30,  

the son of  another ant i $ resegregat i oni st  was kni f ed.  The vi ct i ms ref used to name 

or  descr i be thei r  assai l ants.

—■■■ >̂The Sokoku1 s ear l y morni ng exerci ses now became more exhi bi t i onal l y 

mi l i tar i st i c.  Dri l l s,  marchi ng i n goose step,  and j udo pract i ce,  were added 

to the program.  Bugl es were purchased and the young men began to wear  grey 

sweat  shi rts stamped wi th the embl em of  the r i si ng sun.  The l eaders changed 

the name of  the organi zat i on f rom 5okoku Kenkyu Sei nen$ dan (Young Men' s 

Associ at i on

$��� #��� �#��	� ($� #��� ��#���� =���#�	-� #�� ������� ��� ���+���� ,� F���"� ���: �

\  \

��G���(� �#� ��;

to Serve Our Mother  Country) .

On October 26,  the proj ect  newspaper  reported that  "The Ci t i zenshi p 

Renunci at i on Law. . . i s now operat i ve, " and that  "f orms may be secured f rom the 

At t orney General  as soon as they are pr i nted. " Hokoku of f i cers i mmedi atel y appl i ed 

f or f orms.  When they recei ved t hem̂ t yped dozens of  carbon copi es,  so the members 

mi ght  renounce i mmedi atel y en masse.  The Department  of  J ust i ce decl ared the 

typed f orms i nval i d and dur i ng November onl y 107 appl i cat i ons were accepted.

I n mi d$ November ,  the of f i cers of  the Dai hyo Sha Kai . who had been rel eased 

i rom the stockade i n August ,  began to oppose the Resegregat i an Group' s organi zat i ons,

���� #�� ���� ��� #��� young )��� not

to rent unce the ci t i zensbi o.

They coul d af f ord to do thi s not  onl y

because they were wi del y respected,  but  because they too had a f ol l owi ng of  

stal wart  young men who coul d serve as bodyguards.  As the f eud, cont i nued,  

peopl e began to resi gn f rom the Resegregat i on Group' s organi zat i ons.

V s
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On Decmeber 19,  an Army team of  some twenty of f i cers arr i ved at  Tul e Lake 

and began to hol d hear i ngs at  the rate of  400 to 500 a day.  Onl y mal es 

were gi ven hear i ngs,  i t bei ng assumed that  f emal es woul d remai n wi th the mal es 

of  the f ami l y.  Reports qui ckl y spread that  regardl ess of  the answers gi ven to 

the sol di ers,  al most  everybody cal l ed f or  a hear i ng was gi ven an excl usi on 

order",  whi ch meant  that  he woul d be expected to l eave Tul e Lake and take up 

resi dence outsi de the zones of  excl usi on.  On December 24,  a Ni sei  gi rl  tol d me:  

"A f r i end of  my brother  tol d the sol di er  that  he was a repat r i ate and l oyal  to 

J apan,  but  he was st i l l  handed a permi t  to l eave camp provi ded he does not  go 

to certai n excl uded areas. " On the same day another young woman tol d me:  "I  am 

worr i ed by the resul t s of  the hear i ngs of  some of  the young men I know.  In 

spi te of  thei r  pro$ J apan st at ement s; they were not  tol d that  they woul d be 

detai ned. "

Thi s growi ng convi ct i on that  secur i ty coul d be gai ned onl y by the 

renunci at i on of  ci t i zenshi p revi ved the power and i nf l uence of  the Resegre�

gat i oni sts.  And when,  on December 27,  the Department  of  J ust i ce removed 

seventy promi nent  members of  the group to the detent i on camp at Santa Fe,  the 

Resegregat i oni st  i deol ogy once agai n came to domi nate the camp.  For months,  

they had been urgi ng peopl e to renounce thei r  ut ter l y depreci ated ci t i zenshi p.  

Now,  they boasted,  thei r  l eaders,  by bei ng i nterned,  had been pl aced i n a secure 

ref uge and no l onger needed to f ear reset t l ement  or  mi l i tary i nduct i on.

On Demceber  29,  a Ni sei  gi rl  tol d me:  " I heard the rumor that  al l  those 

who renounce thei r  ci t i zenshi p wi l l  be taken to Santa Fe. " A f ew days l ater 

a number of  young peopl e assured me that  they woul d not  mi nd rel ocat i ng "i f  

we had everythi ng as when we l ef t . But  we' ve l ost  ever yt hi ng." I n addi t i on,  

many poi nted out ,  they had no assurance to f i ndi ng empl oyment .

The i ntense anxi et y and sense of  hel pl essness were great l y i ncreased when,  

on J anuary 5,  $Di l l on Myer,  Nat i onal  Di rector  of  the WRA,  reaf f i rmed hi s ear l i er



��

statement  that  the WRA' s pr i me obj ect i ve. . . " i s to restore the peopl e resi di ng 

i n the rel ocat i on centers to pr i vate l i f e i n normal  communi t i es. " An of f i ci al  

pamphl et  stat i ng that  f ami l i es who l ef t  the center  woul d recei ve a maxi mum of  

assi st ance of  coach f are and a total  of  $25. 00 was di st r i buted throughout  the camp. 1

The Resegregat i oni sts now l i teral l y went  berserk,  perf ormi ng thei r  mi l i �

tar i st i c J apanese exerci ses wi th ever i ncreasi ng noi se and exal tat i on.  Even 

ol d women  ̂now part i ci pated i n the exerci ses,  wear i ng sl acks and yel l i ng 

"Wash shoi" The parents of  the young men who had been i nterned*proudl y tol d 

thei r  nei ghbors,  "My chi l d has now become a t rue J apanese!" There was a 

wi despread rumor that  those who had not  renounced were goi ng to be ki cked out  

of  the camp.  Newspaper  reports of  how J apanese Amer i cans or  Ni sei  sol di ers had

been threatened,  at tacked,  shot  at,  or had thei r  homes burned,  were quoted to 

��
me.  I n I daho,  a mob at tacked a group of  Ni sei  sol di ers and i n Cal i f orni a,  

shots were f i red at  the home of  some rel ocat i ng J apanese Ameri cans.

As appl i cat i ons f or renunci at i on cont i nued to pour i n,  Bur l i ng the 

Department  of  J ust i ce Representat i ve,  t r i ed to stem the f l ood by aski ng the 

 ̂ WRA to del  care Tul e Lake a "ref ugi é center" f rom whi ch no one woul d be f orced 

to rel ocate f or the durat i on of  the war.  WRA,  however,  ref used to yi el d on 

the mat ter  of  f orced reset t l ement  and the onl y concessi on made—on J anuary 29— 

was an announcement  that  "those who do not  wi sh to l eave Tul e Lake center  at 

thi s t i me are not  requi red to do so and they may cont i nue to l i ve here or at  some 

si mi l ar  center  unti l  J anuary 1946. "
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i n groups whereever we went.  Because,  i f you weren’t on thei r si de,  you know,  

they woul d try to pi ck a f i ght. "

Taro Tokunaga,  a Hawai i an+ born J apanese Ameri can i n hi s earl y forti es,  

tol d me that he admoni shed some young Resegregati oni sts and that Msome 

peopl e" had threatened to ki l l  hi m.

Whi l e a number of my respondents iSfed renounced thei r ci ti zenshi p,  onl y 

two of them were wi l l i ng to tal k about thi s experi ence.

¿v m , ;
And that was another stupi d thi ng that we got caught doi ng.  Partl y 

i t was our stupi di ty,  but i t was al so forced on us ¡by the Congress 

and the peopl e i n power.  . . After so many years i n camp,  one becomes 

a di f ferent person.  . .1 know that psybhol ogi cal l y we were not normal ,  

and whepeybr we were up agai nst some ki nd of probl em,  the envi ron�

ment af fected the way we made deci si ons and we reacted.

O�FG� "
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mai nl y a reacti on agai n.  I  was very depressed duri ng that peri od.  

I n fact,  I thought I was comi ng down wi th a mental  breakdown at 

that poi nt.  . .1 was getti ng al l  those di zzy spel l s and ri ngi ng i n 

my head and al l  that sort of  thi ng.  I  coul dn’t concentrate or re�

member anythi ng.  I  was i n pretty bad shape for a whi l e.  I t was 

a very very di f f i cul t tyyi ng ti me.

Duri ng the summer of 1945,  many renunci ants wrote to the Department of  

J usti ce and asked for permi ssi on to wi thdraw thei r renunci ati ons.  The num�

ber of  appl i cati ons i ncreased sharpl y af ter the surrender of  J apan.  The 

Department of  J usti ce,  however,  was prepari ng to send al l  of  the renunci ants 

to J apan.  On September 26,  regul ati ons governi ng thei r deportati on were pub�

l i shed and on October 8, the department began the "regi strati on of the renun�

ci ants" who were f i ngerpri nted and photographed.  They were tol d that they

�
I  went through the renunci ati on process too.  And that was

POSTWAR TRAUMATA OF THE RENUNCI ANTS
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were now cl assed as "nati ve Ameri can al i ens. " Thereupon,  a group of renun+ �

ci ants obtai ned the support of Wayne Col l i ns,  a San Franci sco Attorney.  On�

November 5, Col l i ns entered two sui ts i n federal  courts "aski ng that certai n�

named renunci ants be set at l i berty,  that deportati on orders b# cancel l ed, �

that the appl i cati ons for renunci ati ons be decl ared voi d,  and the pl ai nti f fs�

be decl ared nati onal s of  the Uni ted States. "1 Duri ng the fol l owi ng weeks�

the number of  pl ai nti f f s rose to 4, 322.  On December 10,  1945,  Department of �

J usti ce of f i ci al s at Tul e Lake announced that "mi ti gati on" heari ngs woul d be�

hel d for al l  renunci ants and al so for those al i ens who di d not wi sh to re�

turn to J apan.

Duri ng thi s peri od— September 1945 to J anuary 1946— thousands of peopl e�

l eft Tul e Lake and resettl ed i n other areas of the Uni ted States. On August 1, �

the popul ati on was 17, 341.  On J anuary 31,  i t was 5, 045,  al l  of  whom were detai nees�

of thei r fami l i es.  On February 12,  1946 the Department of  J usti ce announced�

the names of  406 renunci ants who had not passed the heari ngs and who were to be�

deported.

Duri ng the fal l  of  1945 and the earl y months of  1946 over a�

thousand renunci ants and many J apanese al i ens sai l ed for J apan.  Through�

February 23,  1946,  a total  of  4, 406 resi dents of  Tul e Lake had al so�

l eft.  Of these 1, 116 were renunci ants who di d not appl y for a mi t i �

gati on heari ng,  1, 523 were al i ens,  and 1, 767 were Ameri can ci ti zens, �

al l  but 49 were the mi nor chi l dren of  al i ens or renunci ants.  . . Al l �

i n al l ,  some ei ght thousand persons of  J apanese descent l eft for J apan�

between V+ J  day and mi d+ 1946. 2

•̂Prej udi ce, War , and the Consti tut i on. J acobus tenBroek,  Edward N. Barnhart, �
and Fl oyd W. Matson,  Uni versi ty of  Cal i forni a Press,  Berkel ey and Los Angel es,  1970.

2I bi d,  pp.  180+1.
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He l i ved wi th and worked for a J ewi sh fami l y for room and board.

And,  f rom there I vol unteered for the Uni ted States Army�

duri ng the Korean War.  I t ’s real l y i roni c.  Up f rom 1941 to�

*45 or f46 we' re what they cal l  securi ty ri sks.  And then by�

1949,  we' re al l  i n Mi l i tary I ntel l i gence,  wi th the hi ghest secur�

i ty cl earance.  I got the hi ghest cl earance.  So I l ook back on�

i t today and I thi nk,  boy,  that i s real l y i roni c.  From a sus�

pected di sl oyal  person you get the hi ghest securi ty cl earance.

The reason,  I thi nk, i s that we were sti l l  tryi ng to prove�

our l oyal ty.  . .Most of  us were too young for Worl d War I I .

And when the Korean War came,  qui te a few of  us vol unteered . . . �

to conti nue to prove that we were l oyal .  My brothers al so vol un�

teered.  They were al l  i n Mi l i tary I ntel l i gence.  One was i n�

Ai r Force I ntel l i gence and the other was i n the CIC,  whi ch i s�

Counter I ntel l i gence.  . .So today,  when they say that we were�

put i n camp because of  di sl oyal ty,  i t doesn' t real l y hol d water, �

because,  as soon as the war' s over we' re consi dered the l ŷal est �

ki ds and gi ven hi gh mi l i tary cl assi f i cati on.

I t doesn' t real l y make sense.

Mr.  Okamotg who was 11 at the ti me of the evacuati on,  tol d me that�

when he was i n Tul e Lake he attended one of  the J apanese l anguage school s�

and l earned to speak J apanese very wel l .  "I  got so I coul dn' t speak Engl i sh�

so wel l  wi th my Engl i sh speaki ng fri ends.  I fel t I  was devel opi ng a J apanese�

accent.  Mr.  Okamoto l eft Tul e Lake i n October of  1945,  worked hi s way�

through hi gh school  and then enl i sted i n the Army.  Duri ng the Korean War�

because of  hi s competence i n J apanese he served i n the Army l anguage School . �

Li ke J ohn Ki kuchi ,  he rel i shed the i rony of  servi ng i n Mi l i tary I ntel l i gence�

onl y a few years af ter he and hi s fami l y had been sti gmati zed as "dangerous

cri mi nal s."
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Most respondents were wi l l i ng to tal k about thei r postwar experi ences and�

many gave me detai l ed accounts.

ARTHUR KI KUCHT

Arthur Ki kuchi  was 15 years ol d at the ti me of  the evacuati on.  He accom�

pani ed hi s parents and seven si bl i ngs to Tul e Lake.  At Tul e Lake he worked�

as an x+ ray techni ci an i n the proj ect hostpi tal .  Earl y i n 1946,  hi s parents�

and al l  of  hi s si bl i ngs repatri ated to J apan.  But because of  the i nf l uence of �

a mi ssi onary teacher he refused to accompany them.

When I remarked:  "Looki ng back on your experi ences i n Tul e Lake,  some of �

them must have been rather pai nful ,  " he responded:
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Yes.  . . . One /was af t er  my f ami l y r epat r i at ed and I  was put  on de�

por t at i on l i st .  That  was somet hi ng unt hi nkabl e,  because my cl ose 

f r i end and I  expect ed to be r el eased any day.  I nst ead I  was put  

on a depor t at i on l i st .  And i t  sur pr i sed me because ray f at her  never  

i nvol ved hi msel f  i n any of  t he r al l i es and war  cr i es.  He was a v$r y 

qui et  and r ef l ect i ve man who was apol i t i cal .

I  asked:  "What  happened?"

He r esponded:  "What  happened was I  j oi ned t he Tul e Lake Def ense Commi t t ee 

and Wayne Col l i ns came to our  r escue.  And t here i s an I r i sh t er r i er  i f / you 

ever  saw one.  He coul d not  st and t o see t he gover nment  pushi ng us ar ound thi s 

way.  And he got  hoppi ng mad and he r eal l y devot ed the bal ance of  hi s l i f e to 

our  cause.  Thi s man i s a r i ght eous man and he was not  i nt i mi dat ed by t he gover n�

ment .  Hi s i nt er vent i on.  . . pr event ed addi t i onal  depor t at i on.

At  my depor t at i on hear i ng I  was asked why I  di dn’ t go wi t h my f ami l y.

And I  sai d t hat  i t  woul d be a f or ei gn count r y and i t  woul d mean f or  me to st ar t  

al l  over  agai n.  And I  coul d j ust  not  see that .

And I  t hen was asked whet her  I  woul d bear  arms f or  t he Uni t ed St at es.

And I  expl ai ned t hat  I ’m i n a medi cal  f i el d and al r eady an x$ r ay t echni ci an 

and t hat  I  coul d not  bear  arms.  I f  you wer e to cat egor i ze me,  I  woul d be a 

paci f i st .  I  woul d be wi l l i ng t o go and ser ve i n t he ar med f orces,  but  i n a 

non$ combat  capaci t y.

And t hen t he men quest i oned my l oyal t y to t he Emper or  and at  t hat  poi nt  

I  sai d t o t he i nt er pr et er :  ' What  ancest r y/ ar e you?’ He sai d,  ' I ' m par t  I r i sh 

and par t  Ger man. ’ So I  sai d,  ' Are you l oyal  to t he Kai Ser ?’

He sai d,  ' Don' t  be r i di cul ous. '  I  sai d,  ' You sai d i t . '

Then I  was draf t ed.  . . 1 had t o ser ve my count r y now or  spend t i me i n a 

r eal  cl i nker .  . . I t  was not  much of  a choi ce.  . . 1 ser ved i n t he Ar my f or  15

mont hs.



Af t er  x got  out  of  t he Ar my I  coul dn’ t get  a j ob.  Unf or t unat el y,  I  ended 

up i n San Fr anci sco.  I  came to San Fr anci sco l i t t l e r eal i zi ng t hat  t hat  ci t y 

was possi bl y/ t he st eepest  i n pr ej udi ce.  I  di dn' t  know that .  And so,  al t hough 

I  was a qual i f i ed x$ r ay t echni ci an and j obs wer e avai l abl e i n my cat egory,  t hey 

woul d not  gi ve me a j ob.  And so I  washed di shes and cl eaned wi ndows and I  put  

mysel f  as a house boy and st ar t ed of f  to col l ege.

X went  t hr ough ( col l ege)  as a houseboy and af t er  t he l i f t i ng of  prej udi ce,  

f i nal l y i n t he l at e 40' s,  I  was abl e to get  a j ob as an x$ r ay t echni ci an.  But  

i t  t ook a sympat het i c J ewi sh doct or  to get  me i n.  . . 1 appl i ed at  t he St anf or d 

Medi cal  School .  . .

I  went  t hr ough St anf or d Medi cal  School  f i r st  as a Dar kr oom t echni ci an;  and 

t hen I  was an x$ r ay t echni ci an t here;  and t hen t he di r ect or  of  t he depar t ment  

of f er ed me a j ob i n hi s of f i ce and at  t hat  poi nt  I  knew t hat  I  di dn' t  want  to 

cont i nue bei ng i n a f i el d i n whi ch X coul dn' t  be i ndependent ,  because X knew 

i t  woul d be t ough get t i ng a j ob.  I  had to f i nd a way of  get t i ng i ndependent  

and so I  enr ol l ed i n t he pr of essi onal  school  and got  i nt o Podi at r y Col l ege. "

I  t hen asked:  "Looki ng back t oday,  what  par t  of  your  exper i ence i s st i l l  

t he har dest  to bear ?"

He r esponded:  "I  t hi nk t he i ncar cer at i on wi t hout  a hear i ng;  I  st i l l  wake 

up at  unpr edi ct abl e t i me and I ' m st i l l  i n camp,  and I  wake up i n a pool  of  

sweat .  And I ' m st i l l  i n camp,  and I ' m st i l l  wr i t i ng l et t er  to t he J ust i ce De�

par t ment ,  and get t i ng no r epl i es and t hat  has been t he t oughest .  . .

. . . To t hi s day I ' m st i l l  i n camp.  So t hat ' s a ni ght mar e,  a r ecur r i ng 

ni ght mar e.  I  t hi nk i f  we wer e payi ng f or  a cr i me,  you' d say to your sel f ,  ' Wel l ,  

I  deser ve to be put  t here, * but  i f  i t  i sn' t ,  t hen t he angui sh,  t he ment al  

angui sh.  . .



I  appear ed at  the Nat i onal  Hear i ng,  t he one that  was hel d i n Los Angel es. ' *'

And i nt er est i ngl y enough,  f r om t hi s val l ey,  onl y t hree of  t hem ( J apanese 

Amer i cans)  went  f or war d to t est i f y;  t he ot her s ar e st i l l  af r ai d to t est i f y.

The r eason bei ng t hat  t hey f eel  t hat  anyt hi ng t hat  t hey say mi ght  be count er �

pr oduct i ve i n t hat  t hey may be put  on t he undesi r abl e l i st  of  t he FBI . "

I  asked:  "Peopl e are st i l l  af r ai d?"

He sai d:  "St i l l  af rai d.  Because t hey st i l l  do not  t rust  t he f act  t hat

t he Uni t ed St at es ci t i zenshi p conf er s no i mmuni t y and no l egal  j ust i ce.

Thi s i s t he f ear  t hat  i s put  i nt o them.  And sô  to t hi s day,  you wi l l

ver y f ew peopl e r el uct ant  t o even gr ant  an i nt er vi ew.  And I  am abl e to gr ant

xt  because I ' ve been t hr ough t he wor st  and t he wor st ' t i l l  to come i s t hat  t hey
A

coul d st i l l  depor t  me i f  t hey so wi sh.  Wel l ,  I  have had a cr eat i ve l i f e,  

and so i t  doesnf t make any di f f er ence now.  So t hat ’s t he way I  l ook at  i t .

And I  t hi nk i f  we are af r ai d of  our sel ves.  . . t hat ’ s not  heal t hy.  So I  en�

cour age t he Ni sei  peopl e to speak up.  But  t hey ar e not  t he speaki ng ki nd.

KOSHI RO FURAKAWA

N���� ��� ������!�� !��� ��� ��� �M� 	����� � �� �#� #��� #� )�� �$� #��� ���(��#� ��&

He was,  at  f i r st ,  r el uct ant  to t al k t o me,  expl ai ni ng:  "I  don’ t want  to be 

used by a pr of essor  who i s out  to advance hi msel f  or  her sel f . "  I  t her eupon 

of f er ed to t el l  hi m some of  t he gener al  i mpr essi ons I  had gai ned f r om my 

pr evi ous i nt er vi ews.  He agr eed wi t h al l  of  t hem,  and,  as we conver sed,  he 

began t o t el l  me about  some of  hi s exper i ences.  He t ol d me t hat  soon af t er  

hi s ar r i val  at  Tul e Lake,  he had t r i ed to r el ocat e.  But  t he peopl e i n char ge 

of  st udent  r el ocat i on had asked hi m,  "Do you have a t housand dol l ar s i nyyour  

account ? He sai d,  No. " They sai d,  "Wel l ,  we can’ t even encour age you to 

go. "

1
Mr .  Ki kuchi  i s r ef er r i ng to t he hear i ngs conduct ed by t he Commi ssi on 

on War t i me Rel ocat i on and I nt er nment  rnn'  �� i nn ,
1981.  r nment  ot  Ci vi l i ans whi ch wer e conduct ed i n 1980 and



At  the end of  our  tal k,  I  asked hi m,  "You know,  I ' m cur i ous,  how di d 

you manage when you di d get  out ?"  He repl i ed:

Wel l ,  when I  f i nal l y came out  I  came out  wi t hout  my ci t i �

zenshi p.  And so some t hi ngs wer e cl osed to me unl ess I  l i ed.  And 

m some cases I  l i ed.  But  I  was abl e to go to UC i n Cal i f or ni a 

because t he presi dent ,  Gor don Sproul ,  I  t hi nk,  was ver y pr o$  

J apanese Amer i can.  . .

So I  t hi nk I  was abl e to go,  pr et endi ng I  was a r egul ar  

st udent .  Ot her wi se,  i f  I  sai d I  had no ci t i zenshi p I  woul d have 

to pay non$ r esi dent  f ee,  i n whi ch case I  woul dn’ t have been abl e 

tp go.  But  because of  Sproul ,  t hat  was open.  Ther e wer e ot her  

t hi ngs I  was i nt er est ed i n. . .  . l i ke.  . . For ei gn Servi ce.  But  

t hat  was cl osed to me wi t hout  ci t i zenshi p and of  cour se t hey woul d 

check on my records.  And t her e wer e al l  ki nds of  ot her  t hi ngs.

Even t hough I  gr aduat ed f r om UCLA,  I  f el t  t hat  j obs i n t eachi ng 

9r  othej r j obs wer e cl osed.  So I  came up to Ber kel ey to bi de my 

t i me,  because at  t he t i me t here was a l aw sui t  goi ng wher e we 

wer e t r yi ng to r ecover  our  ci t i zenshi p and so I  spent  sever al  

mor e year s unt i l  I  f i nal l y r ecover ed my ci t i zenshi p,  and t hen

I  was f r ee to pur sue my car eer  or  what ever .  But  I  f el t  t hat  I  

wast ed some t i me there.

I f  you f eel  t hat  I  st i l l  f eel  bi t t er  about  i t ,  I  do.  And 

yet ,  you know,  I ' ve been abl e to l i ve wi t h i t  and make adj ust �

ment s.  I ' m a pr of essi onal  l i br ar i an,  and I  have been abl e to

suppor t  a f ami l y and al so pur sue my i nt er est s as a wr i t er ,  actor ,  

and pl ayvrci te.

So I  don t f eel  t oo bad.  I ' ve got t en my educat i on,  you know.

I  went  t o UCLA and t hen I  went  t o Cal .  I  went  back to get  my



l i br ar y degree,  so that  I  coul d get  a j ob.  And I  don’ t f eel

that  I  want  to go (to col l ege)  anymore.  I  di dn' t  r eal l y care 

f or  t he academi c l i f e,  so,  bei ng mor e of  an ar t i st ,  I  f eel  pr et t y 

good.  I  f eel  good about  my f ami l y and so i t  i s al l  r i ght .

LI FE I N J APAN

Chi l dr en and young t een$ ager s who wer e t aken to J apan by t hei r  r epat r i $  

at i ng par ent s pr obabl y suf f er ed t he most  agoni zi ng of  t he exper i ences cr e�

at ed by t he evacuat i on.  J oseph Ki kuchi ,  who was 12 year s ol d when he and hi s 

f ami l y ar r i ved i n J apan t ol d me t hat  t hey wer e obl i ged to l i ve i n a car dboar d 

shel t er ,  t hat  t hey coul d get  no f ood and wer e f or ced to cook and eat  weeds 

to st ay al i ve,  and t hat  t he J apanese cal l ed t hem "Amer i cans"  or  "outsi ders' . ’ 

Hi s br ot her  Thomas,  age 15,  wr ot e t he f ol l owi ng account  f or  me.

I  woul d say t he f our  or  f i ve year s af t er  l eavi ng Tul e Lake 

wer e t he har dest  t i me of  my l i f e.  Havi ng sur vi ved that ,  I  knew 

I  coul d sur vi ve anyt hi ng.

When we ar r i ved i n J apan i n 1946,  t he count r y was i n ut t er  

chaos.  Ther e wer e peopl e comi ng back f r om Chi na,  Manchur i a,  t he 

Phi l l i pi nes,  Tai wan,  Korea,  and wher ever  el se t hey mi ght  have been.

I t  seemed as t hough hal f  of  J apan was bombed out .  Peopl e wer e 

sl eepi ng i n t r ai n st at i ons,  i n makeshi f t  car dboar d houses;  peopl e 

l ooki ng f or  scr aps of  f ood,  beggi ng f or  f ood.  I  r emember  once

They t ol d me I  was suf f er i ng f r om mal nut r i t i on.  I  hadn’ t eat en 

i n weekg.  Event ual l y,  I  was hi r ed as an i nt er pr et er  f or  t he U. S.  

mi l i t ar y occupat i on f orces.  As an Amer i can ci t i zen,  I  was al l owed 

to l i ye i n a f or ei gn nat i onal  dor mi t or y and t o eat  my meal s t here.  

For t unat el y,  one of  my br ot her s was on occupat i on dut y,  and

V when I  woke up I  was i n a hospi t al .
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he l ent  me t he money to r et ur n to t he Uni t ed St at es.

I  was 17 year s ol d when I  r et ur ned here.  I  had $20. 00 i n 

my pocket .  I  wor ked i n a r est aur ant  washi ng di shes f r om 6: 00 

a. m.  unt i l  8: 00 p. m. , 6  ̂ days a week.  My pay was $160. 00 per  

mont h.  Af t er  a year  and a hal f ,  I  deci ded t here was no f ut ure i n

f or  r oom and boar d whi l e at t endi ng school .  Now t hat  I  t hi nk of  

i t ,  t hey had a bar gai n.  For  $25. 00 a mont h,  t hey had me do al l  

t he t hi ngs t hey woul d have had to pay a f ul l  t i me ser vant  t en 

t i mes as much.

For  a l ong t i me I  was even ashamed to t el l  peopl e I  had 

been i nt er ned i n camps dur i ng t he war .  I t  was al most  l i ke I  

had commi t t ed a cr i me and was i ncar cer at ed f or  i t .  Now t hat  i t  

i s i n t he open,  I  f eel  t hat  a t r emendous l oad has been l i f t ed 

of f  my shoul der s.  I  am gr adual l y get t i ng to t he poi nt  of  t al ki ng 

about  i t  wi t hout  get t i ng t oo emot i onal .  . .

My camp exper i ences l ef t  me wi t h a t er r i bl e sense of  i nse�

cur i t y.  I  have thi s f ear  about  bei ng poor  and hungr y t hough 

I  coul d r et i r e now and pr obabl y l i ve on my pensi on and t he i n�

vest ment s I  have made.  I  at t r i but e a l ot  of  t hat  on my camp 

£,nd post $̂ca, mp exper i ences.

Respondent s who had r enounced t hei r  Amer i can ci t i zenshi p wer e r el uc�

t ant  to say anyt hi ng about  t hei r  l i f e i n J apan.  For  exampl e,  Mr .  and Mrs.  

Kurusu,  who had been my r espondent s i n Tul e Lake,  woul d t el l  me not hi ng ex�

cept  t hat  Mr .  Kur usu had f i nal l y managed to get  a j ob as i nt er pr et er  f or  t he 

U. S.  Army.  Mr .  I i da,  who,  at  Tul e Lake had been an ar dent  member  of  t he 

Resegr egat i oni st  Gr oup sai d onl y,  "I t  was a bad t i me.  Ever yt hi ng was bad 

and i t  was not  pl easant  to l i ve i n J apan at  t hat  t i me. "

�  t hat ,  so I  enr ol l ed i n hi gh ¡school . home

Hi s wi f e,  who had
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accompani ed hi m to J apan but  had not  r enounced her  ci t i zenshi p was wi l l i ng 

to t el l  me more;

To begi n wi t h,  t her e /was no f ood.  . . Ever yt hi ng was negat i ve 

to what  I  had been t hi nki ng.  I t  was ver y depr essi ng.  . .

Whep X f i r st  came back (to t he Uni t ed St at es)  i n 1953,  what  

hi t  me the most  was how abundant  ever yt hi ng was.  . . When we came 

back here,  and al l  t hose super mar ket s wer e st ocked so much.  I t  

was a good f eel i ng to know t hat  now you coul d buy what ever  you 

f el t  l i ke.  Not  haye t o t ake what  t hey gave out ,  and t hen pay f or  

i t .  Thi ngs at  t he begi nni ng,  i t  was r at i oned,  and somet i mes t he 

f ood.  . . you j ust  woul dn' t  l i ke i t  or  you di dn' t  know what  to 

do wi t h i t .  I f  i t ' s r at i oned,  you j ust  had to t ake your  share.

�����������������

I t  i s pr obabl y t hat  many of  t he young Amer i can ci t i zens who accom�

pani ed t hei r  par ent s to J apan exper i enced t he ul t i mat e t rauma,  because t hey 

wer e not  accept ed by t he nat i ve bor n J apanese.

A young woman t ol d me:  "We wer e hat ed by t he J apanese f or  goi ng to 

J apan soon af t er  t he war  ended.  They sai d,  ' Why di d you come her e? You' r e 

not  J apanese,  you' r e Amer i can. ' "  Anot her  sai d:  "They t ol d us,  ' You' f e out �

si der s. '  We never  coul d f eel  at  home i n J apan. "

Ot her  r espondent  di d not  wi sh to t al k about  t hi s aspect  of  J apan.

Subsequent l y I  asked sever al  J apanese bor n uni ver si t y st udent s about  t hi s

�
phenomenon.  They t ol d me t hat  "a J apanese bor n i n Amer i cans al ways consi der ed 

an out si der  i n J apan and wi l l  never  be accept ed as a t rue J apanese. "  I  al so 

not ed t hat  Char l es B.  Munson had sai d,  "The Amer i can educat ed J apanese i s 

a boor  i n J apan and i s t r eat ed l i ke a forei gner. "' *'

Char l es B.  Munson,  "Repor t  on J apanese on t he West  Coast  of  t he Uni t ed 
St at es, "  i n HEARI NGS,  79t h Congr ess,  1st  sessi on,  J oi nt  Commi t t ee on t he 
I nvest i gat i on of  t he Pear l  Har bor  At t ack.  Washi ngt on D. C.  Gover nment  Pr i nt i ng 
Of f i ce,  1946.  ( Ci t ed f r om Wegl yn,  YEARS OF I NFAMY,  pp.  41$ 2. )
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st i l l  f rozen,  so he want ed to st ay and t r y to r ecover  hi s f unds.

My mot her  had to go t o J apan to see i f  her  chi l dr en and i n$ l aws 

wer e st i l l  al i ve.  Si nce i ndependent  ci vi l i an t r avel  was i mpossi bl e,  

t he onl y way my mot her  coul d qui ckl y get  to J apan was to r enounce 

her  Amer i can ci t i zenshi p and get  on t he expat r i at i on shi p.  I t  was 

an agoni zi ng deci si on but  my mot her  r enounced her  ci t i zenshi p.

Af t er  Chr i st mas 1945,  we wer e f i nal l y al l owed to l eave Tul e 

Lake.  My f at her  l ef t  f i r st .  Then my mot her ,  si st er s and I  wer e 

put  on a t r ai n f or  Ast or i a,  Or egon to cat ch our  shi p to J apan.

I t  was dur i ng t he ni ght  and r ai ni ng out si de when our  t r i an sl owed 

down at  t he Kl amat h Fal l s st at i on.  The wi ndow shades wer e cl osed 

but  someone t ol d us to peek out .  I  l ooked out  and t here I  saw 

my f at her  st andi ng i n t he rai n,  al l  al one,  wavi ng to us.  I  was 

not  t o see hi m agai n f or  near l y t en year s.

We wer e onl y al l owed to t ake t hi ngs t hat  we coul d car r y by 

our sel ves. My si st er  and 1 had huge knapsacks on our  backs f i l l ed 

t o t he br i m« My mot her  al so had a knapsack pl us a sui t case and a 

f r ee hand t o hol d on to my l i t t l e si st er .

The shi p we t ook to J apan was t he Gener al  Gor don. We wer e i n 

st eer age wher e we wer e packed l i ke sardi nes.  Ther e wer e rows 

upon rows of  bunks,  and j stat about  ever yone got  seasi ck.  Ther e 

was no pr i vacy.  The ocean was ver y rough,  and I  wasj dr enched 

ever y t i me I  went  on deck.  I t  t ook us appr oxi mat el y t en days to 

get  to Uraga,  J apan.

We wer e once agai n her ded i nt o bar r acks i n Ur aga and kept  

t here f or  appr oxi mat el y t wo weeks.  The f ood i n t he Amer i can con�

cent r at i on camps was bad but  t he f ood i n Ur aga was wor se.  Ur age 

i n J anuar y was ver y col d but  t her e was no heat  i n t he bui l di ng.
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Af t er  what  seemed l i ke a l ong t i me,  we wer e put  on t rai ns 

to be t aken to our  dest i nat i on.  The t r ai n was so cr owded that  one 

coul d not  get  up to even use t he bat hr oom.  And ever y t i me t he t r ai n 

made a st op at  a st at i on,  t her e wer e J apanese sol di er s poundi ng 

on t he wi ndows wi t h t hei r  shoe to l et  t hem i n.  These dol di er s 

had no way of  get t i ng home,  si nce t he J apanese r ai l way syst em 

was not  i n oper at i on at  t hat  t i me.  Our  t r ai n was r un by t he oc�

cupat i on f or ces and we wer e t ol d to keep t he wi ndows cl osed.

My si st er  used to have hor r i bl e ni ght mar es about  t hi s exper i ence.

My mot her  sent  a t el egr am to my gr andpar ent s as soon as she 

f ound out  when we woul d get  to Hi r oshi ma.  But  when we got  to

K
Hi r oshi ma,  no one was t her e to meat  us.  My mot her n̂ew wher e my 

gr andpar ent s l i ved so she deci ded we shoul d wal k t her e si nce t here 

wer e no buses or  t axi s.

Ther e i s l ar ge r i ver  t hat  runs t hr ough Hi r oshi ma.  Ther e wer e 

some damaged and par t l y bur ned houses st andi ng on t he si de of  t he 

£f yer  wher e we wal ked.  But  on t he ot her  si de of  t he r i ver ,  al l  

I  coul d see f or  mi l es and mi l es was char red,  bl ack,  f l at  l and wi t h 

har dl y a st r uct ur e st andi ng.

When we got  to my gr andpar ent sT house,  we wer e gl ad to f i nd 

my gr andpar ent s and br ot her  and t hree si st er s saf e.  Thei r  home 

Was f ar  enough away f r om the bombed ar ea to eacape any maj or  damage.  

But  we wer e not  wel come i n J apan.  We wer e scor nf ul l y asked,  "Why 

di d you come her e?n Food was scar ce and l i f e was ver y di f f i cul t .

I  br oke out  wi t h boi l s al l  over  t he pal ms of  bot h my hands.  The 

doct or  sai d i t  was mal nut r i t i on and I  needed peni ci l l i n.  Peni $

�
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Mi manStcruai i pnwhQ roman fa nnhen ne anl y nh hi in t tab,

When I  asked Mr ŝ. Kur usu,  who was i n her  ear l y t hi r t i es:  "Was t here any per son 

or  peopl e i n Tul e Lake whom you di sl i ked or  who you t hought  wer e behavi ng 

f ool i shl y,  she repl i ed:

Wel l  $  t he pro$ J apan,  what  di d t hey cal l  t hem:

B.  Wax:  The Sokuj i  Kl koku Hoshi $ dan?

Mrs.  Kur usu:  Oh. ,  t he Hoshi $ dan,  t hat ' s i t .  I  t hought  t hey wer e stupi d.

When I  asked her  i f  she coul d t el l  me more about  i t ,  she woul d say onl y:

"I  coul dn' t  under st and t hem • . 1 wasn' t  t hat  pro$ J apan.  . 1 di dn' t  mi ngl e

wi t h themj *. "

M «■■i i i

Geor ge Ki kuchi ,  a t eenager ,  sai d:

I  f el t  bi t t er  t owar d t hose peopl e who wer e pr o$ J apan and wer e
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But  i f  you were i n a bl ock wher e t he maj or i t y wer e t hat

type,  t hen t hey coul d r eal l y make your  l i f e mi ser abl e.

R.  Wax:  Yes.  I  have i t  i n my notes.  They f or ced peopl e t o si gn,

J ohKi kuchi :  Ri ght ,  And t hey beat  you up.  I  st i l l  r emember  t hat  we boys went

i n gr oups wher ever  we went .  Because,  i f  you wer en' t  on t hei r  si de,  

you kj doi  know,  t hey woul d t r y t o pi ck a f i ght

he admoni shed member s of  t he MX  Hokoku:

Ther e i s a l ot  of  Washj fe sho peopl e at  t hat  t i me . .  I  sai d,  "Wi l l ,  

i f  you' r e l oyal  t o J apan,  t hat ' s f i ne.  But  i f  you' r e not  l oyal  

t o Xpti t J apan,  i n case you go back t o J apan,  t he J apanese 

gover nment  won' t  accept  you.  And same t i me,  t he Uni t ed St at es 

gover nment  won' t  accept  you.

I  woul d l i ke t o see 1 ou f ol ks be qui et  and be j ust  l i ke r eal

J apanese.  r.  Tokunaga aaencaMedcaottgtmtifenai ia al so t ol d me t hat  

"some peopl e" had t hr eat ened to ki l l  hi m.  — r "

I  r emember  , . , ,  t hat  supposed st udy gr oup t urned i nt o mor e and more 

r adi cal ;  or  I  t hi nk t he l eader shi p became more r adi cal  $  more 

pol i t i cal .  And t hey at ar t ed exer ci si ng i n t he morni ng.  That  

used t o i r r i t at e me,  because i t  wa® so ear l y xnf cheni m i n t he 

mor ni ng and woke me up.  But  some of  my f r i ends i n t hat  gr oup never  

hur t  me or  anyt hi ng l i ke t hat .  I  wasn' t  about  t o be dr agged i nt o 

i t .  . . Maybe t hey f el t  t hat  t hey wer ee t r apped i nt o i t  t hem�

sel ves and sxxKi fcfc coul dn' t  get  out  now t hat  t hey were i n.

The peopl e I  knew di d not  pr essur e me.  • I  t hi nk t he l eader shi p 

pr obabl y di d.

Rober t  Oda,  who was i n hi s ear l y t went i es,  t ol d me:

Takeshi t a,  who was al so i n hi s mi ddl e t went i es,  what  he

t hought  of  t he Hokoku,  he �� sai d:

I  di d not  par t i ci pat e i n any of  t hei r  or gani zat i ons.  I  t hought  

t hey wer e a bunch of  cr azy bast ar ds. x î mMgkx m̂x m̂kwl f k î bdMai :
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� ci t i zenshi p»&nd so some thi ngs were cl osed to me unl ess I�

/ l i ed.  And Zn some cases I l i ed.  But ��as abl e to go to

UG i n Cal i f orni a, Athe Presi dent Ĝordon Sproul ,  I thi nk was very�

pro+ J apanese Ameri can)!. .

�

+  I who oame

�����3����������#�'/�������������T��
So I thi nk I was abl e to go;vpretendi ng I was a

regul ar student,  otherwi se,  i f  I sai d I had no ci t i zenshi p�

I  woul d have to pay non+ resi dent f ee, ŵhi ch case I woul dn’t�

have been abl e to go.  But because of  Sproul ,  that was open#Jki t�

there were other thi ngs I was i nterested i n— Forei gn Ser vi ce+ + �

that was cl osed to me wi thout ci t i zenshi p and of  course they w oul d�

check on my records.  And there were al l  ki nds of  other thi ngs* a�

feven though I graduated f rom school ,  UCLA,  I f el t that,  you know, �

j obs i n teachi ng or other j obs were cl osed.  So I fcame up to�

Berkel ey to,  you know,  bi de my ti me,  because at the ti me there�

\ was a l aw sui t  goi ng where we were tryi ng to recover our ci t i zen�

shi p and so I spent several  more years unti l  I  f i nal l y recovered�

my ci ti zenshi p,  and then I was f ree to pursue my career or whatever. �

But I fel t that I wasted some ti me there.
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a f ei st y �� ysHxx year  ol d Hawai i an$ bor n J apanese, " I s t her e any 

i mpor t ant  quest i on I  f esxxsxx haven' t  asked? That  you woul d l i ke t o t el l  

mej /  about ?" He responded;

Wel l ,  about  t he quest i on about  r enounci ng t he Amer i can 

ci t i zen Ŝj .̂  • • I  bel i eve most  of  t he young peopl e r e�

nounced Amer i can ci t i zen,  and I  was very sad about  i t ,

I  sai d:  XB2I CXX "You don' t  r enounce Amer i can ci t i zen.  Keep 

i t . " But  most  of  t hem don' t  l i st en t o me,

I  asked:  "Were t hey l i st eni ng t o somebody el se?" He responded:

Tes,  t hose r adi cal  guys,  . usual l y a bet t er  speaker  • . 

t ol d t hem to r enounce t hei r  ci t i zen.  You know,  t he

«



bl ock manager  i n �1 next  bl ock,  I  t hought  he woul d r enounce 

mfabfcBfflfflffliamp I Bmer i carei t i sen.  But  he di dn' t . He f or ced 

ot her  peopl e t o r enounce and t hen he keep i t .  I  kkxxk t hought  

tfyat was pr et t y damn di r t y t r i ck.

6���6���$��������7 $6�����6��!$��*$#�!���		�8%89�	��!��:��$��$$�$$$$$��;�$$		�%�$$$$		��	�<�		�

was i n hi s mi d$ t hi r t i es when he was conf i ned i n Tul e Lake.  Ac  kxBbdaKKHx

>erP̂ __ I  I _________ , J H |  $  ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Bbcause of  hi s associ at i on wi t h t he (3<>$op \ ®sr 

cal l ed a "Numbef c One I nu, " When he r ecommended t hat  I  t al k to Mr .  l i da,  

he al so t ol d me t hat  Mr .  I i da and hi s ������� wi f e wer e among t hose who 

r et ur ned to J at>an.

And t hey r et ur ned here about  l £$ 17 year s ago.  Amer i can 

gover nment  sai d.  "Wel l ,  you denounce Amer i can ci t i zenshi p,  

but  t hat ’ s al l  r i ght .  We gj i ve j am bafek to you Amer i can 

ci t i zenshi p.  So ni ce,  you know.  . . So ever ybody r e�

t ur ned t o t hi s aount r y . . . .

Somet i me parent s,  f at her  and t he mot her  i nf l uence 

denounce ci t i zenshi p* Then ver y radi cal .  . Maybe young 

men t hi nk kxri  he xi xfc&kt x al l  r i ght ,  but  fraririrmr f at her  and 

mot her  st r ongl y agai nst  t hi s count r y/  . . I  t hi nk Amer i can 

gover nment  know that .  . . t hat ' s why t hey t hought ,  "Wel l , /  

i t ' s � �� we gi ve you ci t i zenshi p agai n. "  ( l aughs)

*■
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#V * » I CONCLUDI NG COMMENTS

I nt er vi ewi ng J apanese Amer i cans who had been subj ect ed to t he evacuat i on

when t hey wer e school $ age chi l dr en or  young adul t s not  yet  of  vot i ng age was not

���G81&
'��:I so much a l ear ni ng as an emot i onal  exper i ence.  When,  i n ]98J ),  J oseph Ki kuchi ,  

who had been 9 year s ol d at  t he t i me of  t he evacuat i on,  t ol d me t hat  af t er  

/ V t hei r  ar r i val  i n J apan i n $046 he and hi s f ami l y had st ar ved and that ,  i n t hei r  

desper at i on,  t hey had eat en grass and weeds,  I  was unabl e to respond.  When t he 

i nt er vi ew was over ,  I  went  to my of f i ce at  Washi ngt on Uni ver si t y,  sat  down at  

my desk,  and cr i ed.  Subsequent l y,  al most  al l  of  my r espondent s who had gone or  

had been t aken to J apan t ol d me how pai nf ul  and di f f i cul t  t he exper i ence had been.  

They went  hungry,  l i ved i n makeshi f t  car dboar d houses,  and wer e cal l ed "out si der s"  

by t he J apanese.

"We wer e hat ed by t he J apanese f or  goi ng to J apan soon af t er  t he war  ended.  

They sai d,  ’Why di d you come her e? You' r e not  J apanese,  you’ re Amer i can. ’"

� "tT "They t ol d us,  ’You’ re out si der s. ’ We never  coul d f eel  at  home i n J apan. "

To t ake t he r ol e of  or  t r y to "under st and" t he f eel i ngs of  young peopl e 

who had been r ear ed i n t he Uni t ed St at es,  had been t aught  to bel i eve i n t he 

Const i t ut i on and i n j ust i ce,  had been conf i ned f or  t hr ee or  f our  year s as i f  

t hey wer e "danger ous cr i mi nal s, "  had been t aken to J apan by t hei r  par ent s,  and 

wer e t hen cal l ed "out si der s"  or  "Amer i cans"  by t he J apanese,  i s an accompl i sh�

ment  beyond my capabi l i t i es,  or,  perhaps,  my st rengt h.

I'—"Lf

What  I  di d begi n to under st and and appr eci at e was why some ' f̂ the) J apanese 

Amer i can par ent s t oday of ten)  r ef use to t el l  t hei r  chi l dr en anyt hi ng about  t hei r  

exper i ences i n t he camps.  I  asked a J apanese Amer i can who had been conf i ned 

i n Tul e Lake i f  he woul d care to r ead some of  my i nt ervi ews.  He di d so and 

t ol d me:

* Many f or mer  r esi dent s of  camp keep t hei r  exper i ences bot t l ed up wi t hi n



t hemsel ves.  They don' t  ever  r el at e t hem to t hei r  chi l dr en.  Many

rel ated thei r experi ences to you for the f i rst ti me i n 40 years!

>»
Many of  t he unpl easant  exper i ences have been b̂l anked out ’4 i n t hei r  

mi nd.  Even t oday t hey can*t  r ecal l  many i nci dent s whi ch have l ef t

V t hem wi t h psychol ogi cal  scar s.

When r espondent s i ndi cat ed t hat  t hey di d not  wi sh to t al k about  t hei r  r e�

act i ons to a par t i cul ar  event ,  I  di d not  encour age t hem to speak.  And when 

t hey r ef used to be i nt er vi ewed,  I  f el t  t hi s was t hei r  pr i vi l ege.

Separ at i on of  Fami l y Member s

A parti cul ar trauma whi ch some respondents are rel uctant to di scuss was

the separati on and subsequentl y,  the di si ntegrati on or "breaki ng up" of  fami +

�/
l i es.  The separ at i on began wi t h t he i ncar cer at i on of  t he so$ cal l ed "agi t at or s"  

i n t he st ockade.  Mrs.  Kuni t at ni ,  whose husband was conf i ned i n t he st ockade 

f or  al most  ni ne mont hs t̂ ol d me t hat  her  most  pai nf ul  exper i ence at  Tul e Lake 

occur r ed af t er  t he bi r t h of  her  f i r st  chi l d.  She t ook t he baby to t he st ockade 

f ence to show to her  husband and "whi l e we wer e vi si t i ng,  an MP came and dr agged 

me away.  And an MP came and dr agged hi m away. "  She t hen t ol d me t hat  she "di dn' t  

t hi nk about  i t " t oday,  "but  you have r ecur r ences i n your  sl eep.  . . a ni ght �

mare.  . . l i ke my husband bei ng dr agged away. "

The separati on was conti nued wi th the seri es of  i nternments of  mal e mem�

bers of  the Hokoku and the Hoshi  dan. And whi l e,  i n ]945 and ]946,  most of  

the i nternees and thei r fami l i es proudl y asserted that thei r i nternment demon�

strated thei r "true J apanese" character,  the conceal ed feel i ngs of  many are 

probabl y ref l ected i n the statement of  a Ni sei  gi rl  who tol d me:  "A young 

boy,  the baby of  the fami l y was sent away.  He sent hi s mother a note conceal ed 

i n a ri ce  ̂ sayi ng,  ' I ’m terri bl y l onel y,  mother. '  Natural l y,  he woul dn' t  

admi t anythi ng l i ke that to hi s fami l y before he was sent away.  But he
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t hemsel ves i n communi t i es esgsaf esed or gani zed on t he basi s of  t wo 

di st i nce cl asses of  per sons — on t he one hand "evacuees" and on t he

ot her  "appoi nt ed per sonnel , "  Despi t e i ndi vi dual  ef f or t s of  WHA 

st af f  wEMt acs t o act  as i f  di st i nct i ons di d not  exi st ,  t he basi c

f act  was i nescapabl e* At  poi nt  af t er ,poi nt  t he ear l i est  exper i ences

i n t he cent er  dr ove i t  home* , . The f eel i ng of  bei ng pr i soner s

per meat ed t he cent er s f r om the f i r st * . . Bei ng an evacuee i nvol ved kadci

' ■
bei ng i n a subor di nat e posi t i on.  At  some cent er  t he commander s

Mffl xrapi s&xi JxjQx For  an excel l ent  and det ai l ed descr i pt i on of  evacuee 

subor di nat i on,  she I mpounded Peopl e,  pp.  83$ 102.

of  t he mi l i t ar y pol i ce announced#/ / # t hat  t here was to be "no 

f r at er ni zat i on uf i th evacuees. " Some pr oj ect  di r ect or s al so l et  i t  

be known among t he st af f  t hat  t hey di d no encour age ffarrygyaHr$x$ 

per sonal  r el at i ons wi t h evacuees.

When I  ar r i ved at  t he Gi l a Cent er  i n J ul y 0 1̂943,  I  was  t ol d t hat  

I  woul d not  be per mi t t ed t o i nt er vi ew evacuees  i n my r oom i n t he 

��������� bar r ack.  On one occas i on,  when har ves t er s  coul d not  be 

f ound f or  t he cot t on cr op,  t he admi ni s t r at i on at  Gi l a pl anned a 

cot t on pi cki ng ' pi cni c1, i n whi ch bot h s t af f  member s  and evacuees  

wer e t o par t i c i pat e.  I  r ode t o t he cot t on f i el d i n an ar my t r uck 

wi t h some J apanese Amer i can f r i ends.  I  was  i mpr essed wi t h how

di r ect or  di d not  appr ove of  what  I  had done.

When,  I  vi s i t ed Tul e L&ke,  i n Febr uar y of  1944,  s t af f  member s  

or  vi s i t or s  l i ke mysel f  wer e not  per mi t t ed t o ent er  " t he col ony"  

unl ess  t hey wer e accompani ed by an ar med sol di er .  Wi t h t he as s i s t �

ance of  Mr .  Rober t son I  was  abl e t o by$ pass  t hi s  r egul at i on;  I  was

escor t ed by a co$ oper at i ve member  of  t he I nt er nal  Secuj j r t y,  who

���� �!

Subsequent l y,  I  was  t ol d t hat  t he pr oj ect
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r emai ned out s i de i n hi s  car  whi l e I  made my vi s i t s .  I  was  

sur pr i sed and moved at  how pl eased my J apanese Amer i can f r i ends 

if) wer e t o see me)  poor  as t hey wer e,  some of  t hem ser ved f ood

�� � � . �  . . .
dur i ng our  vi s i t .  At  t hi s  t i me I  di d not  f ul l y appr eci at e t he 

meani ng of  t hese soci al  gest ur es.

Dur i ng my vi s i t  of  mi d$ Mar ch,  I  was  abl e t o t al k wi t h a 

number  of  t he " appoi nt ed per sonnel " .  Some of  t hem wer e ver y 

sympat het i c t o t he J apanese Amer i cans ,  who wer e now cal l ed 

" r es i dent s"  or  " col oni st s" .  A young school  t eacher  of  Amer i can 

Hi s t or y t ol d me t hat  she " l et  t he ki ds  t al k and say what  t hey 

pl ease. "  She made no at t empt  t o j us t i f y what  t hey had exper i enced,  

" How coul d I  j us t i f y evacuat i on?" ,  she asked.  She t hen i nvi t ed 

me t o at t end her  cl ass  on t he next  day when a debat e on t he dr af t

t
was  schedul ed.

At  t he end of  t hat  day 1 wr ot e i n my not es ;

Dur i ng my t hr ee day st ay I  have f ound at  l eas t  a hal f  
<■1 dozen s t af f  member s  who ar e sur r ept i t i ous l y sympat he�

t i c t o t he evacuees.  My nei ghbor ,  t he l abor at or y 
t echni ci î i ,  i s secr et ai ve about  t her  sympat het i c 

i at t i t ude.  Says she,  " I f  t hey f i nd out  how you f eel ,
t hey' l l  s t ar t  t he war of  ner ves  and t or t ur e you 
t i l l  you qui t . "

By " t hey"  she meant  t he s t af f  member s  who wer e not  sympat het i c.

Anot her  f emal e s t af f  member  t ol d me t hat  she woul d ver y much l i ke 

t o go i n and l ook ar ound " t he col ony" ,  but  " t hat  was  not  cons i der ed

Mos t  of  t he WRA Communi t y Anal ys t s  wer e pr of ess i onal  ant hr o�

pol ogi s t s  and soci ol ogi s t s  empl oyed speci f i cal l y t o t al k wi t h and 

consul t  evacuees  and obt ai n t hei r  vi ews  and suggest i ons .  Dr .  Opl er

G

t he t hi ng t o do her e. " * 2



began t o r esume such work,  af t er  t he popul ar  r ef er endum of  mi d$

J anuar y.  I n Mar ch,  however ,  some st af f  member s  t ol d me t hat  Dr ,

Opl er  was  about  t o be t r ans f er r ed t o t he J er ome Cent er .  I  asked

hi m about  t hi s  and he t ol d me t hat  he was  not  goi ng t o J er ome,

but  t hat  hi s  " f r i endl i ness  and mi xi ng wi t h evacuees"  was  r espons i $

�
bl e f or  t he r umor s.

Dur i ng t he ent i r e year  of  1944,  vi r t ual l y no Caucas i an st af f  

member ,  wi t h t he except i on of  Mr .  Rober t son,  an ass i s t ant  pr oj ect  

di r ect or  much r espect ed by t he J apanese,  some Chr i s t i an past or s ,  

and mysel f ,  engaged i n anyt hi ng t hat  coul d be cal l ed soci al  i nt er �

cour se wi t h t he J apanese Amer i cans .  I ndeed,  i t  was  not  unt i l  I  

began t o i nt er vi ew J apanese Amei cans  i n 1981 t hat  I  began t o 

suspect  t hat  my accompl i shment s  as a f i el dwor ker  i n Tul e Lake 

wer e not  ent i r el y a r ef l ect i ons  of  my pr of ess i onal  abi l i t i es .  To 

a s i gni f i cant  degr ee t hey may r ef l ect  t he f act  t hat  mos t  of  my 

r espondent s  i nt er pr et ed my vi s i t s  as evi dence t hat  I ,  a Caucas i an 

Amer i can,  r egar ded t hem as decent ,  l aw$ abi di ng and t r us t wor t hy 

i ndi vi dual s .

On sever al  occas i ons ,  wel l  i nt ent i oned J apanese Amer i cans  

ur ged (t<2, pr oj ect  di r ect or  t o i ni t i at ed genui ne soci al  i bner act i on
!

bet ween t he J apanese Amer i cans  and t he st af f .  I n l at e Febr uar y

of  1944 Mr ,  Kur i har a wr ot e:

The l ocat i on of  t he admi ni s t r at i on bui l di ngs ,  f enced 
of f  t o pr ot ect  t he admi ni s t r at i ve f or ces was  bad 
enough.  Si t uat ed out  of  t he way and f ur t her  separ at ed 
by t he Base Hospi t al A gave l i t t l e or  no chance what ever  
f or  t he r es i dent s  ana t he of f i c i al s  t o meet  and 
cùl t i vat e f r i endshi p.  Even a casual  f r i endshi p woul d 
go a l ong way t o mai nt ai n peace and or der .  . . The 
mor e t he Admi r i si t r at or  and hi s  f or ces  ̂get  i n f r i endl y 
cont act  wi t h t he J apanese,  t he bet t et wi l l  be t hei r  
under s t andi ng, /

�  Fi el dnot es ,  Mar ch 16,  1944,



m b

And i n J une of  1944 Mr .  I t abashi  wr ot e:

Why does t he Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  hi de hi msel f ?  Need�
l ess,  t o say,  when one meet s  a s t r anger  and keep 
an i nt i mat e cont act  wi t h hi m,  he cannot  onl y avoi d 
mi s under s t andi ng bet ween t hem,  but  al so cr eat e 
a f r i endl y f eel i ng even when unhappy t hi ng happened 
. . . My advi ce t o t he Di r ect or  i s  t o show hi msel f  
at  t he bl ock manager s*  meet i ng at  l eas t  once 
ever y week and keep di r ect  cont act  wi t h t he 
r epr esent at i ves  of  al l  t he r es i dent s  and exchange 
vi ews wi t h t hem.  Thi s  i s t he onl y way t o avoi d 
mi sunder s t andi ng,  cr eat e f r i endl y f eel i ng,  and 
save t he camp f r om any f ur t her  t r oubl e.

I n t i me,  some c i r cumspect  past or s ,  mi ni s t er s ,  and a f ew 

school  t eacher s  wer e abl e t o i ni t i at e genui ne soci al  r el at i onshi ps  

bet ween t hemsel ves  and some of  t he J apanese Amer i cans .  I  was  not  

awar e of  t he s i gni f i cance of  t hese r el at i onshi ps  unt i l  I  i nt er �

vi ewed t hese J apanese Amer i cans  i n 1981—2,

When I  asked J oseph Ki kuchi ,

age 9,  whet her  he r emember ed t he WRA school  i n t he Rower  Rel ocat i on Cent er ,  

he sai d:
I  t hought  i t  was r eal  good, ,  . They xsbl  di dn' t  kxksxsky have any 

f aci l i t i es except  home made desks and a coupl e of  books.

I  s t i l l  r emember  t he t eacher s  wer e r eal l y dedi cat ed 
t ype.  I  t hi nk qui t e a f ew wer e Quaker s  or  Chr i s t i ans .  
The t ype of  encour agement  and ever yt hi ng t hat  t hey 
gave us was  r eal l y good,  I  t hi nk.  Becükse dur i ng 
Wor l d War  I I ,  when t he popul ar  t hi ng i sut o hat e t he 
J apanese,  t hose peopl e commi t t ed t hemsel ves  and 
hel ped us.

v
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Thr ee of  my r espondent s t ol d me t hat  af t er  t hei r  conf i nement  at  Tul e 

Lake t hey had served i n t he Uni t ed St at es Army,  J oseph Ki kuchi

gxs age 9 had been t aken t o J apan by hi s parent s.  Mazi i efei aKBedntfmti hen 

xttKidtBsl  nSti xti Eaxi  nxMexeBi hanxi i f  n3̂ i $6i x nl  �"���� n H

�������	�!��)��� (�!����������������	��������b����������b���

�
**I spent  one year  i n J apan and t hen I  came back on my own.  I

k ŵas l U or  so.  And I  made my wap;  si nce then, t f y by mysel f  , u 

He l i ved wi t h and wor ked f or  a J ewi sh f ami l y f or  r oom and board.

’’And,  f r om t her e I  vol unt eer ed f or  t he Uni t ed St at es Ar my dur i ng t he 

Kor ean War .  I t ’ s r eal l y i roni c.  Up f r om 19Ul  t o �%%7 or  *1*6 we’ re what  

t hey cal l  secur i t y rfesks.  And t hen by 19U9 We’ re al l  i n Mi l i t ar y I nt el l i �

gence,  wi t h t he hi ghest  secur i t y cl earance.  I  got  the kx� hi ghest  cl ear ance.  

So I  l ook back on i t  t oday and � I  t hi nk,  boy,  t hat  i s r eal l y i r oni c.  Fr om 

a suspect ed di sl oyal  per son you get  t he gkxgfe hi ghest  secur i t j ' $ ' cl earance.

The reason,  I  t hi nk, i s t hat  we. wer e st i l l  t r yi ng to prove our

l oyal t y.  . . Most  of  us were too young f or  Wor l d War  I I .  And when t he

Kor ean Menac War  came,  qui t e a f ew of  us vol unt eer ed,  . t o  cont i nue t o

prove t hat  we wer e l oyal .  My br ot her s al so vol unt eer ed.  They wer e al l  i n

Mi l i t ar y I nt el l i gence.  One was i n tki i xSi fep Ai r  For ce I nt el l i gence and t he

ot her  was i n t he CI C,  whi ch i s Count er  I nt el l i gence. .  . So t oday,  when t hey

say t hat  we wer e put  i n camp because of  di sl oyal t y,  i t  doesn’t  r eal l y hol d

wat er ,  because,  as soon as.  t he xxxx war ’ s over  we’ re consi der ed t he l oyal est

MmtotaamBi inj fimih ki ds and gi ven hi gh mi l i t ar y cl assi f i cat i on.

U ��
I t  doesn’t  r eal l y make sense.  .

Mr.  Okamot o,  who was 11  ̂ at  t he - ��-  t i me of  t he evacuat i on,  t ol d me 

t hat  when he was i n Tul e Lake he at t ended one of  t he J apanese l anguage

school s and l ear ned t o speak J apanese very wel l .  ”1 got  so I  coul dn' t

speak Engl i sh so wel l  wi t h my Engl i sh speaki ng f r i ends.  I  f el t  I  was
������ �

devel opi ng a J apanese accent . ” Ai pcmMfcmcmbacfcei fl fcmi ai hami i m' $J fe l ef t  Tul e Lake
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I  conf ess t hat  xtefcx af t er  I  r ecei ved my f el l owshi p I  crasxj xri x
s

had to f or ce mysel f  t o appr oach J apanese Amer i cans who kk had 

been and ask t hem i f  t  hey woul d ApW�� t o t al k about  t hei r

exper i ences,  I  had a st r ong pr emoni t i on t hat  many of  t hem had §

��
U�5�#����0�

XY:'4FG ti 4*4$
' l encj

I  was r el uct ant  t o make an ext ensi ve r̂ ecor di ng of  

kkffimfammi taanmm t hei r  agoni es.  But  when,  i n my f i r st  i nt ervi ew,  I  l ear ned 

t hat  Mr.  Kuni t ani  (who,  as a l eader  of  t he Dai hyoj Ŵ  Sha Kai   ̂had been 

conf i ned i n t he st ockade f or  8 mont hs)  had r el ocat ed t o a smal l  t own

xnxf i annakl t taanxxxke i n Pennsyl vani a,  kxxk had become a f ar m manager  and 

a l eader  of  t he communi t y  ̂I  was el at ed« and, ■**■■■! Lnnin; wwwKMuUa.Oin>C*

When,  i n subsequent  i ntervi ews/xSxfcxmi f f l Xf f l kmtmxj El raamaDgKntBi ngni si i BxhxBkaryn 

xfixMxi ffxmimxffi xbxi&xkiHaiXaixciKmxmKKaiwimdmfcti ffl  and cor respondence I  xxt  l i st ened t o 

or  r ead t he agoni zi ng exper i ences of  J oseph kf ckuEWqpc and Ar t hur  

Ki kuchi  and Mi tchi ki )  Tsuda I  f el t  deepl y g n x  gr i evedi  and ashamed.

But  I  was abl e t o cont i nue my my wor k because imkaKAxtoj imihl imamihBimfflm 

I  began t o devel op a deep sense of  obl i gat i on t o bKecmfctoffl ffl ammampuhB 

my respondent s,  most  of  whom had st ubbor nl y,  cour ageousl y,  i nt el l i gent l y,  

and somet i mes pi ousl y coped wi t h or  t r anscended thfei r exper i ences 

and have become per sonnel  di r ect or s,  ar chi t ect s,  i nsur ance sal esmen,  

exper t  el ect r i ci ans,  � � ���  desi gner s,  prof essor s,  i taHf cr doct or s,  and,  

i n t he case of  Mr .  Kuni t ani ,  dedi cat ed and appr eci at ed l eader s i n t hei r  

communi t i es.

J xx J apanese Amer i cans who ha]a read my i nt er vi ews have emphasi zed t hat

some of  t he peopl e who wer e i nt er ned "have never  been abl e t o cope wi t h

t hei r  exper i ences"  and t hat  t hese exper i ences "have ef f ect ed t hem i n tj gei r

whol e l i f e. "  They have al so emphasi zed t hat  "many wer e abl e to r i se

above t hei r  unpl easant  exper i ences and r ej oi n t he mai nst r eam of  soci et y,

l onger
al t hough i t  t ook t hem 300®* to make i t  back. "



As  J osephj f  Ki kuchi  put  i t :  "At  t i mes,  my mi nd di d not  want  t o re$  

yfc t urn to t he unpl easant  memor i es,  but  I  f eel  i t ’ s good t o be r emi nded of  

how f ar  we’ve come i n our  l i f et i me.  I t  makes Ub good t i mes t hat  much mor e 

pr eci ousi "

Fi nal  St at ement s

My J apanese Amer i cans shoul d have t he f i nal  wor d i n t hi s r epor t .

On Sept ember  18,  19Ui i ,  Geor ge Kuni t ani  and I  wer e di scussi ng t he 

hunger  st r i ke i n t he st ockade i n whi ch he had par t i ci pat ed.  He t ol d me:

"Bur  mot i ve never  was so much our  r el ease,  kuDcickat but  r at her  t o prove our  

i nnocence.  . . I f  accused,  we want ed proof  of  our  gui l t . "

$ On Apr i l  11,  1982,  Thomas Ki kuchi  wr ot e/ #: "  Wi t h al l  t he i mper f ec�

t i ons and the f r ai l t i es i nher ent  i n our  system,  t hi s i s st i l l  t he 

gr eat est  count r y to l i ve i n.  I  f eel  I  have become a bet t er  Amer i can 

because of  what  happened t o me.

On March 2,  ¿TaKBxI xnkaraxti sdi n̂j nei xi tx I  asked J une I wchara,  KUf s "I s 

t her e anyt hi ng el se you' d l i ke t o t el l  me t hat  I ' ve over l ooked?" She r esponded 

"Onl y t hat  I  woul dn' t  want  to go t hr ough t hat  exper i ence.  . . I  woul d 

sacr i f i ce my l i f e i f  I  had to.  I  mean i f  I  t hought  t t  was goi ng t o 

happen t o my daught er  or  anyone el se.  I  don' t  car e who i t  i t .  I  don' t  

car e i f  t hey' r e pur pl e or  what  col or  t hey are.  I  woul d be wi l l i ng t o gi ve 

my l i f e t o pr esent  i t  f r om happeni ng agai n • "

On J une 6,  1981 I  asked J oyce Kuni t ani ,  "Was t her e anyt hi ng t hat  happened 

to you t hat  hel ped you t o become a wi ser  or  a bet t er  per son?" Mr s.  Kuni t ani  

t hought  f or  a l ong t i me and t hen sai d,  "The exper i ences def i ni t el y made you 

wi ser . "  I  asked,  " I n what  way?" She r esponded very asser t i vel y,  "That  

t hey won' t  be put  i n camp t he xateg second t i me.  That  t here wi l l  not  be a 

second t i me.  Def i ni t el y. 1" :>
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