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HISTORY lO F iT H E  
BUDDHIST CHURCH
June ¿1, 1 $gK three months 

after the first volunteers had 
entered, the |is,nzanar Relona­
tion Center, the Buddhist held 
its opening day- at 11M5.'' The 
Congregation, consioted \ _of 
Buddhist' followers principally 
•’from /Southern California, Sa­
cramento an d Bain br i dg e ( % a sh.) 
rtreas, Mr. L* Mi ha r a acted as 
:-hainaan, on this initial day,1 
and sermons were delivered by 
the *Rev*. Junto I.zumida and Ur • 
S, Mayeda while Mr. Eizo Ma.eu- 
yama participated as the cere­
monial speaker.

In August, the Rev. Shinjo 
Nagatomi arrived from the Tan- 
foran Assembly Center in reply 
to . the' invitation accepting 
the r3cponoj.bi i'iiit'S over the j 
Buddhist church activities and 
duties in Manzanar. Siraultan- 
oaoualy, the church was trans­
ferred to the; 13-1*5. building 
K f ■ -an' of^ial&i location. The 
Alyubutsuehiki” or the dediqa- j 
tion of the church shrine was 
held on Sept, 13» 1942 with 
the Rev * Nagatomi officiating *

All Buddhist affairs are 
performed at the 11**,55 church* 
leaded by the Rev, Nagatomi 
ind assisted by the Rev.Tsuda, 
•iayeda and Oda. The Rev,J.Oja 

U s in charge of the Nichiren- 
>hu Sunday services at 27-15
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___ PROGRAM

August 15, 1943 
O; 30 a.n. at Cenetary

1. Dokkyo... ... Reverends
2. Qshoko...Congregation
3 C?atha• * • * * *.*.• • ♦ *

Mihoto’cc ni Idakaretc-
4, Sermon.. .Rev®Nagatomi
5, Getha,....Obon no Uta
6, Meditation.....,Cong•
< ---------: Q ----- —

7iBy- p,m. at 13-13
CHAIRMAN t Mr, I • Sakata
1. Dokkyo,.....Reverenda
2. Oshoko...Cpngrcgation^
3. C a t M a , . N a d ^ m e  
4* Kikyomon.,. .Mr .May. ** 
.5, A d d r e s s . ,.Chairman 
6# Segaki......;CeremOny
7, Sermon......Rev.Tsuda

Gatha.....Obon no Uta
1 9 . Address..Rev.Nagatomi
10 Gatha.......Ondokuaan
11 Closing Addrese.'.Chmn

J # ¿ ' A
August 14, 1^43 

7:00 p.m. at Fbk, 7-13 
CHAJRMAN: Mr, Takahanhi
1. Meditation,.....Cong•
2, Gatha,„Nori no Miyaraahe "Daishi-ko" or the Shingon , Klkyoraon.....,Re*,0da

.eat hold their regular eervi- ' .....ctairman
lea at the 13-15 church.
The Sunday church service 

attendance has been constantly 
‘tiled' to or more than the 
seating capacity of the hal. 
rhere are at the present time 
four regular 'Sunday , Services
.itll3-15. I c j\The first Sunday of each 
lonth Is reserved for "Osho- 
Dsuki service. 11 SuechoH oer- 
ricea (Religious Lectures) are 
;eld every second and fourth 
Fridays of each month at one 
of the scheduled mess-hallo,
• The success | of the Manzanar 

Buddhists Church is due to the 
cooperation and effort of all 
Buddhists as well as the capa­
ble and efficient leadership 
of all reverends.

5. Church History.....
Jack Iwata 
Taahi llori

6. Greetings...........
Rev.A.Kashitarti 

Mr, Jlnzai
7$ Gatha

Right Meditation3( Greetings
Ralph P,Merritt 

9. Address..Rev.Nagatomi
10 Gatha.......Ondokusan
11 Meditation.*....Cong.
12 Response..Mr,K.Kijima
Obon-odori will follow 

after the services at 
Firebreak: 7*13 Saturday 
and Sunday evening.

Obon is a holiday second in 
importance only tc the New ^ 
Year... Tho name' 1‘ B:n”; is a con- ■. 
traction of. hr-abon” which in 
turn a corruption of the San- i 
skrit term I;ull- mbana” meaning 
to salvage" souls from the ag­
ony of being hanged head down. 
Various fopds and fruits are 
offered to pay tribute to the 
soul3 of the ancestors. Thru • 
offerings made on these days 
to Buddha and his disciples, 
the. souls of one’s s ancestors 
are saved from the miseries in j 
the world beyond. In order to 
merit such* salvation the an- | 
cectbrs of seven generations I 
back return home during the | 
days of Obon,
Originating in India, during ‘ the time of Gotaraa Buddha,, six I 

centuries before the birth 01;, . 
■•Chrlist* the custom p&wjsed into 
Japan in the; third year of | 
Saimei, 657 A.D. in our Calen- j 
dar.V Obon firSt came to being | 
when Mokuren Son ja, one of the 
ten great disciples learned 
that his mother was suffering 
the World of Greed. During her 
earthly existence, selfishness 
an^ greediness prevailed daily 
life. Her -life aftef death was 
in misery* Every food - > n d , 
water she touched to satisfy 
her hunger turned into raging, 
fire and her physical appear­
ance became skin and bone» Mo— 
kuren Sonja* learning of her 
suffering»* consulted Buddha 
to rescue her* He believed and 
followed Buddha’s teachings 
and through his meditation and 
sacrifice, she was finally re­
deemed from horror* Overjoyed 
with the good fortune, \ he 
found himself dancing and 
feasting with.his people. Thus, 
we commemorate this festivity 
by dancing the bon-odori.
Let us pay homage and tri­bute to our loved ones and to 

our ancestors to whom we owe 
our existence. May we give to 
gain strength, bestow to gain 
beauty, by donating abodes of 
purity and truth to acquire 
great treasure and express our 
gratitude and the thought of 
parental piety* which BiidsIhSu 
taught Mokuren' Sonja, the sig-j 
nificance of Obon.
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I am happy to extend 
greetings , to ..the B0d.dh5.st 
Churoh in Manzan&r on the 
occasion of the Rana Matsu- 
r.i* That it '-comas triis 
year on the same date as 
the Christian festival of 
Easter will mean that we 
be celebrating together 
the coming of Spring and 
the .renewal of hope and 
courage and of joyousnsss 
in living. May this be a 
symbol of our mutual asso­
ciation in the months to 
come*

Lucy W* Adams;
Assf t. Proj. fir. 

.1 .1 Community Manage­
ment Division

Spring has come again, 
with green leaves appear­
ing after the winter of 
bare trees. One’s spirits 
respond to the season, and 
we find it easier to be 
glad and hopeful# Friend­
liness increases and our 
respan.se to the : needs of 
others is easier#

Perhaps within our own 
natures, in the same way 
that the sap of the trees 
comes up to the leaves 
after the long winter of 
quietness, to make the 
tree larger and more beau­
tiful with each new spring­
time, w© can hope that 
with each year our own 
spirits have grown.

The coming again of 
Easter and the Hana Mat su­
ri* this year on the same 
day, makes greetings to 
all the residents of Man­
zanar a very fitting thing 
From the Community Welfare 
Section to *. the Buddhist 
Church, we send ou.r sin­
cere greetings and aoore- 
ciation#

Margaret L’llle
Counselor

Set us look back and 
recall-the days of pre-eva­
cuation when our liveli­
hood was happily Organiz­
ed; then, casinaro it to 
this present war-torn* ex­
istence. We find most of 

"us leading, lives of ccan- 
par stive calm and . quiet ir. 
various relocation centers. 
Especially in these times 
we feel the. inconvenience 
and monotony of camp life. 
However, we are grateful 
that only in faith do we 
find comfort and satisfac­
tion of our. moral needs in 
leading us to a brighter 
hope#

Today, we Buddhist 
conw-morate the Blessed 
Birthday of our Lord Bud­
dha with a colorful "Hana- 
$8a tauri fe stivai#

Again we ere grateful 
that His birth has-brought 
Enlightment to .our"world* 
As we seek for the greater 
teachings o*f Buddha, we 
not Drily learn the reasons 
but the attainment of bet­
ter life through ■ faith, 
which is vital today In 
meeting our futuro beyond. 

In Gì ssfcc,
■ - ..■ Hob Uy'oso

Ex- Direcfees of 
Church Activities

d ela g a te  t o  v is it
HOSPITAL, HOSTEL

In order that the pa­
tients may observe Hana M&- 
tsuri, a Y*B#A* delegation 
will visit the Hospital 
and Community Hostel, this 
afternoon at 2tQ0 p#m»

Led by Rev# S* Kagato- 
mi, the visitors ares Yuki 
Sawa, Joan Fukuda/ Frances 
Kuramoto, Marion Fuji! , 
Roy Nahjo, Yoshikatsu Nska- 
yema, Tsugimaro Sakata, 
and Tsutemu Tenia •

A special hana Matsuri 
gift will be presented to 
each patient*

¿ i k e  O f  ( lu d d k d
With "the coming of 

Spring, we Buddhists are 
reminded of the Hana Matsu- 
hi or the Flower Festival, 
which owes its origin to 
the birth of Lord Buddha 
in.India* On April 8, &510 
years ago. He came forth 
into this world among flow­
ers and birds of Lumbini 
Park* A.11 the world ex­
pressed their heartfelt 
delight and Heaven and 
Earth manifested their jay 
tn this memorable day#

As He approached-matu­
rity, confronting uneasi­
ness within His mind,-. He 
pensively tried to under­
stand the true . meaning of 
human, life. Finally, at 
the age of 29, He left be­
hind His luxurious palace 
to seek alone the way of 
salvation; to find truth 
of misery and sorrow of 
the world, the pains of 
pleasure and inevitable 
oertainty of death of this 
living^ Lord Buddha strug­
gled . physically and . men­
tally to attain Enlighten­
ment» and on December 8, 
at the age of 35, He found 
the Truth, which He taught 
the rest of Hls-daya*’
HANA MATS!,HI IN OUR DAY

Today, in this world 
of chaps, we once again 
f ind the Buddhi s t f o1low­
ers of Manzanar coming to­
gether in spiritual unity 
to observe His birth, to 
pay tribute and homage t© 
the teacher of Truth#

An image of an infant 
Buddha will be enshrined 
within the wHanamido”, orv 
Flowery Temple, just as He 
appeared at the time of 
His birth .to proolaim, He 
would someday become Bud­
dha 4 Representatives front) 
various groups will ascend 
the altar to oifer flowers 
and incense, and a special 
sutura will be chanted on 
this auspicious occasion*
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ORRIORS ID «II il M
In climaxing the ini«» 

tial day of the twe day 
Hdna Matsuri festivities, 
an oratorical contest, 
which proves to be the 
first of its kind held 
in Manzanar, will be pre­
sented under the auspices 
of the Y«8«A* Respond­
ing to the 'invitations 
sent to various organize«« 
tions, high school student 
body and the various fell-*. 
|gious denomination of Man­
zanar, the final entry fea­
tures six speakers in Ja­
panese and throe in Eng­
lish* With well qualified 
judges on hand to make the 
difficult decision, best 
speaker ih English and in 
Japanese will receive a 
handsome trophy* All par­
ticipants are to receive a 
souvenir medal*

The English speakers 
are? Haruko TJyeda, Arnold 
Mayeda and George K* Maru- 
ki. Speaking in Japanese 
are? Fujito S> Shohara, 
Chisato J* Kitayama, Miye- 
ko Shimizu, Yuriko Xnou- 
ye, Shigehara Hayashi, and 
Hi de to L. Miyamoto.

MOCH» -T 5UK!
All able bodied Young 

Buddhist Association mem­
bers, both men and women, 
are requested to aid the 
traditional mochi-tsuki 

i commemorating the birth of 
I Lord Buddha* The mochi- 
tsuki will commence from 
9 a.m. this mprning in the 
vicinity of the church, 
and will continue through­
out the day*

Young women will bo 
much in demand to mold and 
individually wrap the ce­
remonial mochi which will 
be distributed at the 
close of Outdoor Kanbutsu 
service at 16 - 15, Sunday 
morning.

m  n o w U J j& n e n t
Tule take? Hob Myope, 

message? Barry Tamura, 
masthead designs*

Local? Mrs* Lucy
Adams, message; Mrs* Mar­
garet D*Ille, message;Mr* 
George Mitsuhata, Japanese 
section stencil cutter^ 
Dan Iwata, Yoshikatsu Ha- 
kayama, Roy Nan jo, Norie 
Takeuchi, ’editorial and 
publication department*

¿ o x v m v v r n 's  25iotk m m + iw y
COMMEMORATION PROGRAM

Date? April 8, 1944 Timet 2?00 p.m.
Hospital Visit by YBÄ Representatives
Date? April 8, 1944 Time? 7:00 p.m.
Oratorical Contest Chairman? Mr* Yoshio Muramatsu
placet Auditorium #2 Sponsor? YBA

JUDGES
(English) (Japanese)
Mr. Rollin J?ox Mr* Takeji Higashi
Mrs* Lucy Adams Mr* Kiyoharu Anzal
Dr. Jiro iäuramoto Mr. Koichi Masuaaka
Mr. Kishio Matoba Mr* Fujiwo Tanisaki
Mr«* Margaret D fIllo M r. Keikichi Murakami

Trophy to best speaker in English and Japanese
Souvenir Modal to each contestant

Date? April 9, 1944 Time# 10?00 a*nu
Kanbutsu shiki Chairman? Mr. Y* Nakayama
Plaeef Outdoor Theater Block # 16

Opening Address? Chaiman
Gatha? Hítnamatsuri Koshin Kyoku
Dokkyo? Reverends
Kanbutus? Representativos
Commentai! ox: ? Mr. Jun Aromaki
Greeting? Mr* K. Anzai
Greeting? . Mr* Ralph Morritt
Sermon? Rev. S. Nagatomi
Gatha? Baña Matsuri no Uta
Meditation:
Closing Address? Chairman
Distribution of Ceremonial 0-mochi

■ < X > o ------ . ' „ „„Date? April 9, 1944 Time? 2*00 p*m#
Shukuga Hoyo Chairman: Mr. X. Sakata
Place? Manzanar Buddhist Church 13 - 15

Dokkyo : Reverends
Gatha: '. Hana Matsuri no Uta
Kikyomoni Mr. S. Mayeda
Address ? Chairman
Greeting? Mrs. t* Yamashita
Greeting? Mr. K* Kijima
Qatha? Nori no Miyama
Sermon? Rev. M* Tsudç-
Sermon* Rev* S. Nagatami
Gatha: Ondokusan
Closing Address? Chatman

- o-CXS------
Date? April 9, 1944 Time? 8?30 p.m*
Entertainment Program Chairman? Mr. Eizo Masuyama
Place? Outdoor Theater Block #16

softly blew T he breezes
Softly blew the breezes
On that summer morn,
In Lumbinl* s garden,
Where the Lord was born.
From thf* earth sprang flowers, 
Birds in warbles sang#
While through earth and heaven 
Strains of music rang.
Gods and men and angels,
All for worship came,
Glory to Lord Buddha, 
ulory to His Name*
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CHRISTMAS
Manzanar,
Dec* 22 
Christmas

Dec.
Confessions 

Dec. 24

SCHEDULE
Calif.
7 p.m. 

Play

till 9 p.m
3 p.m. 

Baptisms
Christmas Eve 

Midnight High Mass 
(Sermon in English)
Dec- 25 9:30 a.m.

High - Mass 
(Japanese Sermon)
Dec. 25 2:00 p.m.

Benediction* 
Children's Program 

and
Distribution of Gifts

May the Infant Saviour 
bestow His richest 

blessings upon you and 
fill your heart with 

joy and peace,t
Leo Steinbach
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CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Monthly Report

May, 1?44

Humber of members) 220
Weekly attendance — Weekday Masses 320

Sunday Masses 430
Catechumens during the week 75
Saturday classes for children 120
Two high school study clubs 40
Confession on Saturday 70
Various club meetings on 30
Sunday
Choir practice 40
Little boyfs choir practice 30

r m

Activities of thd months
On May let, we began our Mission* The mission lasted 
till May 3th* The lecture was given by Father Edward 
of Sierra Madre, California* These lectures were given 
both for Catholics and non-Catholica alike«
On May 14th, the Bishop Scher arrived from Fresno, 
California and the sacrament of Confirmation was 
administered* 12 persons were confirmed*
The girls of the Blessed Virgin Sodality had the 
crèwning of the Blessed Mother on May 28th*
Visitors: Brother Bernard of Los Angeles and Father 

Edward Viti from Sierra Madre«
Father Lavery and Father Swife from Los 
Angeles, California



S m m  SCHOOL 
at

CATHOLIC CHURCH 25-15 
Beginning July 5 to July 29 Inclusive

PURPOSE: TO TEACH (A) MORALITY, 'ESPECIALLY, HONOR
LOVE, AND OBEDIENCE TOWARD 
PARENTS AND SUPERIORS.

(B) COIR “ON RULES OP ETIQUETTE 
OR POLITENESS.

(C) TABLE luiNNRRS♦

Complaints are heard that some children 
are becoming bad-mannered and even unruly toward 
parents and elders.

Camp life and other abnormal conditions 
are contributing factors but the main reason for 
juvenile delinouency is because the moral law is 
not properly instilled into our youth. Children 
should be taught from their earliest years not on*- 
ly certain riles of conduct but the reasons for 
these riles.

Ye are glad to assist the parents in 
Manzanar in this important matter.

ALL BOYS AND CIRIS UNDER 18 YEARS ARE ELIGIBLE 
CLASSES, 1 HOUR DAILY, TIKE WILL BE FliCED ACCORD­
ING TO'CONVENIENCE OP THE INDIVIDUAL*

REGISTER YOUR CHILDREN NOW
NO TUITION





umzmm btobhist chubch 
Monthly Report

May, 19*4

Humber of membersi Unknown
Average weekly attendances 2,000 
Ministers Hev* 8* Hagatopit 
Visiting Rev* during the month of May*
Hev* Sogabe - Shingon Faith Poston, Arizona 
Hev. Matsuda- Shingon Faith Minidoka, Idaho

Invited by Shingon 
members of Manzanar.

Sermon given by Rev. Sogabes 
Manzanar Buddhist Church 18-16

May 14, 1944 1Ö5Ö0 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
7530 p.m*

Young People » s Service 
Shingon Service 
Adult Service

Services s Sunday Services5
Memorial 31 Munday School Services 4
Wedding 1 Young People’s Service 4
Otouya 5 Adult Service 3Funeral 3 Shingon Service 4

Special Services? Meetings and Gatherings
Shotsuki Service 1 Choir Practice 4
St* Shiran1s Birth Church Council Meeting 2
and Byubutsushlki 1 YBA Meeting 1

wtotal gatherings



Dr* W* B* Kramer May 9-11 Invited fey the Church 
Conducted D*¥*B*E* Preparation classes

Sin Pranclsco~Cali fornia-Preobyterian
Hev. Willard Hand May 10-11 Invited fey the Church 

Conducted D*V»B«f>* Preparation classes
Bakersfield, Calif-Methodist

Mrs# T# E. Totten May 10-11 Invited fey the Church 
Conducted P#1*B.S* Preparation Classes

Bakersfield, Calif-Methodist
Dr* Gordon II* Chapman May 21 Invited fey the Church

Spoke at Sunday Service San Pruneisco, California
Presbyterian

Eev# K* Niizato May 12 on Invited fey the Church
He is conducting Evangelistic meeting

Poston, Arizona-Holiness


