
IÙ>U 4
5 h x g ,e k u ^  ; V - x m c o  tocc X o x H i ^ u & f t

'78 /1?7 
C

1 8 5 7 - 1 U Ö



i

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STRANDEES

i

Please read, this questionnaire carefully and then print, type or write 

your answers legibly to the following questions.

a. State your fully name.v  t/ «sas

b. Male? _____  Female? Maiden Name?

Birth place? Birth date?

Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the

purpose of reserving your Japanese nationality? ___________________

When? / ___  Where? *

Have you ever renounced Japanese Nationality? ?

fre?

Whay schools did. you) attend in Japan?

¡JAiffSfflr U Z T Where?
« r

2 , St at e t he

te th e ^e a rs^y o u ^tt  ended those schools. /&<Â0

you m s it ed/Jap ' ‘ 'iods Japan and the purposes of each visit.

When'did you last return to Japan? 

Why did you return to Japan?

3. Did you have a U .S . Passport at the time you last went to Jatfan?

Have you that passport now? ^ 2C O  What became of it?

¿u ^ cĉ lZ SL ul/ .

What other documents did you then have to establish youA ident i^y^as a 

U .S . citizen? 4Ler/u^ rf ¿c******/ ¿u , ¿jlJSc aA

Do you have those documents now?

T&- ¥ 9 6 /  — ¿u ¿ p u & u a

What became of them?

Did you then have a visa from a

Japanese consul?

What became of it?

6 L tt to *y ' io /uiaJL— <
Did you then /have ’a Japanese passport

What bee ame of it ?

Have you that vise now? 

*JJL /9 u

.Do you have it now?

Why were you in Japan when the war started on Dec. 7, 1941?

What was your occupation in Japan when the war started on Dec. 7, 1941?



rap4 *v

Where were yotr then living in Japan?

Are you married or eIngjLe? ±¡0  What is the name of your spouse

(« i :o os husband)

spouse (wfffo 1 or husband) l i v e T  ftm  ^
rft</±fWLU4*-4L fQ U ij

Where does your

J
When were you married? 

ed?

/v
(wfe£e—er■■» hu s band) ?

(wife or husband) born?

Where were you marri* 

What is the ¿itizenship of your spouse

Where was your spouse

Name and address of your father?

Of what

Name /and address

t iz en? /CJteA-’ZiJ?,is he a ci

your mother?

Of what country is

she a citizen? < Z c ^ {

7. Names, birthdates and birthplaci of each of^your children?

HE; VOTING

8 0 Since returning to Japan have you voted in ê ny elections? 

Where? ^ y ^ i ^ a ^ Years you vot ed? /&</>

In what election^ /  ;

Why did you vote in those elections?

&4U*

n
T  4- ~;r.-r.r.*rrarz

ft f CO-t UM*JL CtM. —*

0S77TWJ',

m
you receive any

/UJOni*^ *OL *€*-€/
Lstructions to vote? 

11
_____  Prom what sources?

the instructions printed?

What Allied military officers told you to vote*? ^

Did you vote because of

printed instructions of the Army of occupation?

What were you told would happen to you if you didn't vote?

What did you believe would happen to you If you didn't vote?



what Japanese officials instructed, you to vote?^j k ^ Q g  ^

Were those instructions

printed ones.? Verbal?

Statue the names and addresses of the neighbors who told you to vote

,Q u4t£U JU %

What did they tell you would happen to you if you dldn!t vote?

What did you bélìeve or fear would happen to you if you didn‘t vote?

(Lose ration card? )

RE : KOSEKI REGISTRATION

Was your name registered in a family Koseki in Japan?

9  o
x Where? ^When? By whom?

Di^ you personally apply to be register- 

.When? ___  Where?ed in a Koseki?

Where did you go to apply to be registered?

When? Why did you apply to be registered?

If someone other than you personally registered your name in a 

Koseki state who it was who registered 

What relation is that person to you?

Why were you registered in a Koseki?

tos*aeiW Etex**r*e~i

& L .

:grattar*? ceatx^ptste

J9Cél<+«.\

Were you registered in a Koseki since your last return to Japan because 

if you were not registered you would not have been given a ration card?

... i . i would not have been given an address to receive 

, . ,, would have been punished, and, if so, by whom?

Were you registered because of fear that if you weren't you would suffer 

in some form? . ___ such as would not be issued a ration card?



16, Were you conscripted in the Japanese armed forces? 

When? ___ In what branch of service?

18,

What was your address at the time you were conscripted?

—  ■ ■ ~~— ..........................., „ . , ...... With whom were you then

living?

What was your occupation at that time?

Name and address of your employer at that time?

Place where you then were working

If you were attending school at that time state the name of the school

—  - ■ ■ - - .............. - State type of school

Were you then single? B=t==̂ t==e:!S<̂ ^  Married?

'What was the first notice you received that you had to register for the 

draft under the Japanese draft law?

Was it a written notice? Verbal notice?

What was the date of that notice? .. Have you that

notice? (if  so, attach it to this questionnaire). What did

that notice instruct you to do? ___

Where did you report to the draft authorities?

Were those draft authorities civilians? or Japanese military

authorities? Were you given a medical examination by the draft

authorities? Where? when?

What other notices did you receive from the draft authorities?

State whether you received those notices by mail or whether they were 

personally delivered to y o u .____^

19. Did you inform the Japanese civilian draft authorities that you were a 

U .S , cit izen?

Who was present?

When ? Where ?



If you told, that personally to a c Iv Ilian draft officer state the name

of the officer and his title i

What is his present address? |

What did he say to you when you stated you were a U .S . citizen?

Will he be silling to give you an affidavit stating those facts?

Did you inform the Japanese military draft authorities that you were a

U .S . citizen? When? < Where? r___

If you told that personally to a Japanese military draft officer state 

the name of the officer and his grade or rank ,

What is the present address of that officer?

Will he be willing to give you an affidavit stating those facts?

If you didn!t tell the civilian or military draft officers that you were 

a U .S . citizen why didn*t you do so? _______________

What did you fear would happen to you if you told him (or them) you were 

a U .S . cit izen?

Were you afraid to tell the conscripting civilian officers —  or military 

officers —  that you were' a U .S . c itizen ?________________ _ Why?

Did you te 11 the civilian conscipting officers that you did not wish to 

serve in the Japanese armed forces? When?

Where?

To what officers did you tell that?

and addresses

State their names

Will they be willing to give you affidavits stating that fact?

I>id you ¿e ll  the military authorities —  or civil authorities —  that 

you did not wish to serve in the Japanese armed forces?



SOS

State the li* names and. present addres-

Who was present at the time?

Will any of them be willing to give you an affidavit stating the fact 

you notified those authorities you did not wish to serve in the Japanese 

armed forces?

Did you write any letters to the civilian or military draft authorities 

stating that you were a U .S . citizen and not subject to conscription in 

the Japanese forces? i Date of letter

(If you did, attach a copy of that letter to this questionnaire,)

What did you fear would happen to you if you refused to be conscripted?

Did you fear you would be punished by the Japanese civil authorities for

refusing to obey the draft law? ........ , , , , , , What penalty or punishment

did you fear you would be subjected to if you refused?

Did you fear also that the Japanese milit 

you if you refused to be conscripted? 

you fear they would subject you to?

authorities would punish

What punishment did

Did you apply for a deferment, postponement or delay of yoiir conscript ion?

When? Where?

^  Did you do this verbally? ....To what office?

in writing? (If in writing attach

a copy of that letter or memorandum to this questionnaire.) If you

haven11 a copy state the language and contents of that letter or memoran­

dum

Were you afraid to apply for a deferment, postponement or delay in your 

conscription? _____________ Why? ______ ____________ ____



What did you fear would happen to you if you did?

x-tt.-c: ^  'T i z r  v -e ra  c

What answer were you given to this request?

Was it a verbal answer? Was it a written answer?

(Attach a copy of your written answer to this questionnaire.) If you 

haven!t a copy state the substance of that answer

Did you make a second request for deferment, postponement or delay?

............ , , When? .................................. Where?

To whom and to what office?
rears  ar= -.ira-je«  *» 'j r t e v t e  • T aatr - m f r : xitrr.'êrra

What answer did you receive? 

Was this answer verbal? written? (Attach

the letter or copy of the answer you received.)

What date were you conscripted (drafted) into the Japanese armed forces?

.......... , , ,..... • . Where were you conscripted?

What was your first rank or grade in the armed forces of Japan?

Were you required to take an oath of allegiance to Japan at the time of

conscription? --  Where did you serve in the Japanese armed

forces?------- i r > r__„ . Did you receive any pro­

motions in the Japanese armed forces? | When?

To what rank or grade?

Did you take an oath of allegiance to

Japan at the time of promotion?

How long did you serve in the Japanese armed forces?

When were you released from services in the Japanese armed forces?

While in the service did you participate in any skirmish or battle

against the U .S . armed forces? _____  r_ . . Against what other

Allied armed forces did you participate in any skirmish or battle?

In what battles?............ ............

Did you surrender and wore you a prisoner of war?



To what U .S . or Allied troops?

When were you released from detention? 

Where were you when released?

HE ï APPLICAI ION T 0 RETURN TO U .S .

30. Before or after war first broke out on Dec. 7, 1941, did you apply to a 

U .S . Consul or the U .S . Embassy in Japan to return to the U .S .?

To(
UA

iU sy*

Did y w  apply to the Swiss, Swedish or other consular or diplomatic 

office to send you back to the U .S .?  When?

Where? To what office?

What answer did you receive?

31. Before war broke out on Dec. 7, 1941, or afterward, did you apply for 

boat passage to return to the U.S .*1 --When?
^  tsT .,rtq?:jr r a il? *  sgarr..rt r r j  i-t AV::»ean e  r r «  .-i. ¿saterjsfcssafcr r - r̂ - r -11 "r * »

Where? Co what company or office did you apply

for transportation to return to the U .S .?

Did you make that application orally? i Did you make it

in w riting?.................. , , (If it was in writing attach a copy of your lett­

er or application for such passage to the U .S .)  Did you receive booking 

on any boat that was to take you to the U .S .?

On what date were you to sail? _ ,__ Prom what

port? i i Name of ship? i

If you didn’t apply for passage to return to the U .S . state why you didn’t 

do so.

RE: APPLICATION FOR INTERNMENT
c.-rrte rr»r.--»r: r tzrrx:

32. Did you apply to the Japanese authorities during the war to be interned

as a U .S . citizen? 

Where?

When?

To what office did he apply?



What answer did you receive to your request?

Was the answer a verbal one? i Was it in writing? i

(If in wr it ing* attach the letter or memorandum't o this questionnaire#)

If you do not have a copy of the letter or memorandum* state in substance 

what the writing stfeted»

REG1STEAT ION AS ALIEN IN JAPAN

33« Before* during or since the war have you been registered as a LT#S. alien

in Japan? — ■> When?  Where? ..........

■//ere you registered with a U.S* Consul or U .S , Embassy in Japan as a U.S* 

citizen? IffTTen? Where?

Were you required to report to the Japanese police?

When? _____________________  Where? How often?

Did the police visit you? 

Where?

When?

How oft en ?

RE; EXPATRIATING ACTIONS

34 Have you ever filed with any office in Japan any affidavit or statement 

claiming or stating that you were a Japanese citizen? x O

When? 11 , , __ _ _____  Where?

For what purpose did you file that?

----:

Have you ever applied for or received any benefit or right in Japan that

is granted only to Japanese citizens? __ ^irhn-n «?

Where?

were applying for?

What was the right or benefit you

_ _ _ _ _  Did you

receive that right or benefit? When ?
sra tsa B i-rerrc

35, Have you ever applied to a Japanese government office or officer for a 

Japanese passport? »When?

Where?
K am xrra-at

Did you receive It?



è

When?

36 e

For what purpose did, you use It?

What. became-.of that Japanese passport?

Have you, since returning to Japan in 1946 been naturalized as a Japan* 

ese c it Izen? -- • If so, what steps did you take to become

naturalized as a Japanese citizen?

To what office did you make that application?

When? i Where? _

Were you naturalized? ■ When?

What document did you receive showing you were naturalized?

Date of that document?

37. Have you, since returning to Japan been employed by the Japanese Govern­

ment or any agency of the Japanese Government? ^

If so., name the office by which you were employed and the dates of your 

employment | . . _ ___ _____

RE: SERVICE TO U.S

38. Have you worked for the United States Government or Allied Military 

authorities whilo in Japan? -4*er what service? i

In what capacity? 

form your work?

Where did you per-

Dates of your employment ^

39. Hav“e you ever served in the armed forces of the U *S. 

In what branch? When?

Period of service 

Where did you serve?

Date you received an Honorable Discharge

Serial No. ra=_ =c=e=̂ ^  What other members of your family

(father, children, brothers, or sisters) served in the armed forces of 

tbs u.s.?



Q. State their names, relationship and branch of the armed forces in which

41. What is your occupation now? 

Where do you work? ^

What property do you 01 

Nature of that property?

42

t -----  -  ^  i i ?

Estimated valuation of t_hat property?

Name of your nearest relative in the U.S .  and address X 2

To what ad< do you intend to return to in the U.S*?

43. Have you filed an application with a U.S.  Consul in Japan for a U.S,  

passport? When did you file  it? __

With what U.S .  Consul did you file  it?
v  rs

(Attach a copy of the application you filed with the U.S.  Consul)

What reasons did the U.S .  Consul give you for refusing to issue you a

ATZ&Ua** *

passport ?

p a f c o r a t a fc r r

CL

O su ce// 4

(Attach the letter of refusal the U .S .  Consul sent to you.)

44. Did you take an appeal from the Consul1 s refusal?

When? . (Attach a copy of that appeal to this

questionnaire.) What decision was made on that appeal?

‘f e d  / (U£4jU4UulJ2clJ '  /Z lAul^  ¿¿AlA amu A?

(Attach a copy of that decision to this questionnaire.)
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*41^ íkv#r# ?i$ &*#& tertte a» Vr#nei##s %■■ f«üftîr»l*
November 13* 1957

Mr. Yutaka Shigemura 
Mukaibara-cho, Nagata, 
Takata-gun, Hiroshima-ken 
Japan

B##r Mr. Shigemura:

tm  i*a# $t¡>r#i¡si# teste in teteingl#*# IMS«# r#t#teiy 
ti##r# it te# 4̂ g#;r#--4 t# m  mm%% in ter##
#*### pmßdim  tefsr« 1% t##tlng; ihn is* i .» * ' &y ten$r### teieü prévîtes tete itvitu fe? * *?•*• sitie#«* in « .f#r#i#n 
wm& iti un *#1 #f «^«iric U o n  ##teln$ « # &  (fötete# ins#
## tus. Llvi ? 1 4  ? 1 o, . tesisisn ana e#imi«m sretefeiy
will te tente# és«s te te* s#sr##t tesrt witeln te# m m < tinte «Mtes ti#*«.

i% i# psssibi# tete te# $u&rmm Court mw tests# in 
te*## s#«**# test te# * * ist# <£ ti srsvite# test servís# 
in s festig* *r*jr tests # 0*S# si tiste hi# tL§* H U i t e M p  
nsjr te v lié sn its fss# #r ss ssnlite f#r e#in& ttetrsrf 
lo te# 11«** OSMlltutien* It i# sis# s ̂  tete It muy 
tesis# tete # ©«*« sitíete * £M w#s ; i f I« s inte te# srn#S 
fers## #f «i«p*n tur ins tes ter álé nst tesy velsftterily 
but suif unter te# : * . 4 #ti# Sur### #r tes Srsfi ist 
¿f «?#y#n m m ñ  #r#vites for psnistatet fsr viel «Uta# ©I* 
tete Srsft Isw»

fnsrsfsrSÿi untü tn# i«#« te**#*# cstirl tesites te# 
este# mw  ptnstng tefer# il #»* tete* it tes liten unter stftteitelsn it 1# tete tete m  IsteSists tete# te teten te 
y m  te ©tenta s ü»i« te*te#rt« if  til# m p m m  Oeste 
IteAÉpvtte ##### isvsrsSif 11 i# ####111# tete # §«i« 
Osnssl tterssfter i*f  issu# # *«$« pasaport te fes vi teste 
rurtetr tntelisstisns« te#¿i*tf#r#* i subiste tust y m  
m i t  &m%XmêXy mmil te# tente tesáis# lli#s# ##### m â  
X will notify jreu pm m ptly  #f il# ##$i#i#n te# #tf il# 
•ffsel #n jreur vit lautet# stem# «ta# if il tu*# tes#### 
n##*Ä#*ry f#r y#u ts tte# i###i site# t# tev# f##r *##♦ 
sili##n#Ms tettrnlMS l  itaîl lnfste y## #ni #r#s#*é 
l# ite# te# «*#*####i t  #i#s -v

1 n !<|! im iy  ycmr#ii
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May 13, 1958

Mr. Yufcaka Shlgemura 
Mukaibara-cho, Nagata,
Takata-gun, Hlroshima-ken Japan
Dear Mr. Shlgemura:

nf £*ie u* S. Supreme Court held in the case
„ £f-f?2 7.t-ift0w?eA - that an American citizen who votes in a

el8C£ion" iG a foreign country loses his U .S. citizen« 
he voted voluntarily even though he did not know he would 

lose his citizenship by so voting. However, if  the voting was 
caused by duress, coercion or undue influence it was involuntary 
and would not cause him to lose U.S# citizenship#

m prove that your voting was involuntary the State Depart-

ornu n d i £ y?U voted under duress, coercion 
iL-i-w11 ~?*lufnce# will require a statement from you, under 
oath, stating the reasons why you voted. Affidavits from other

?nSS? h ^ haVlng knowledge of the fact that you were forced to vote 
and that you voted because of fear of punishment if  you didnft can 
be used to support your statement.

M . f£ y°u because you were notified or heard that General
MacArthur or SCAP or the U.S* or Allied military officers had 
ordered all residents in Japan to vote and you believed and feared 

*4_x“ Y°u dian t vote that you would be punished for violating 
mav was involuntary. (The State Department

t t  % ‘y-, She view that voting in Japan while it was occupied
by the Allied Powers did not constitute voting in a "political

municipal nf-p? forelf? state" . ) If  you voted because Japanese 
municipal officers notified you and you believed and feared that

w Un!!a 8 rT i denX must Yote or be punished under Japanese law or 
Tf Snn8^ ? ^ ^ 6 0ccuPatlon authorities, your voting was involuntary, 
h  wSU rISoed -ecfu?f y°u were notified by the Occupation authorities, 
or !?Y Japanese civil authorities or by Japanese neighbors that you 
would be deprived of a ration card if  you didn't vote and you be­
lieved and feared you would be deprived of a ration card and might 
stfTI? if  you didn't vote your voting was involuntary. I f  you were 
notified to vote and you voted because of other fears of what would 
be done to you or what would happen to you if  you failed or refused 
to vote your voting was involuntary*

If you already have applied to a U.S.  Consul in Japan for a 
U.b. passport or you are about to do so it will be necessary for 
you to make a complete statement to the Consul, under oath, revealing 
the reasons why you were compelled to vote. In that statement you 
must explain the fears that drove you to vote in order to prove to 
the Consul that you were under threats or mental pressure to vote



&n4 that your voting m§® involuntary because it was caused by your 
fear of some fora of punishment being inflicted upon you if you 
dldaft vote, such as punishment by the Occupation military authori­
ties, or by the Japanese police or other civil authorities, or by 
the loss of some right such as being deprived of a ration card#

lou must keep m written copy of any statement you make or 
have made to the U.S# Consul which explains the reasons why you 
voted and you should send a copy of it to me#

If the U# S, Consul and the State department can be convinced 
by your own statement, under oath, supported if possible by affidavits 
of other persons acquainted with the facts, that you voted because of 
your fear of punishment in some form from the Occupation authorities 
or from the Japanese authorities or your fear of the loss of a ration 
card the State Department should hold that you did not lose your U.3. 
citizenship and should issue a ti*S. passport t© you* (If the State 
Department denies you a U»$* Passport as application thereafter can 
be made for a Certificate of Identity to enable you to return to the 
U*.d* to have a H.S* District Court decide whether or not you lost 
your citizenship by voting la Japan.I

I would thank you to let me know by return mail whether you 
have applied, for a u.S# passport and, if so, what decision the Consul 
has made on it#

WMC; as

V



July 25, 1958

Mrs. Yutako Shigemura 
Mukaibara-cho, Nagata,
Takata-gun, Hiroshima-ken 
Japan
Dear Mrs. Shigemura;

Enclosed find an original and two copies of an affidavit that 
I have prepared for you which I would thank you to read and to make 
any corrections thereon that may be necessary. If you make any 
corrections I would thank you to send the affidavit back to me with 
the corrections noted thereon so that I may prepare a new affidavit 
for you.

However, if the affidavit I have prepared for you contains a 
true recital of facts you should take it to the nearest U.S. Consul 
and there sign It and have it sworn to before the U.S. Consul and 
request him to have the same attached to the application for a U.S. 
passport that you heretofore made. The U.S. Consul will request 
you to obtain a certificate from the election officials showing 
the elections in which you participated.

It Is my opinion that the U.S. Consul and the State Department 
will excuse your having voted in the years 19^6 and 19^7 and probably 
up to the time that the peace treaty was entered into in 1952, but 
that it will not excuse you for participating in any elections in 
the year 1953 unless you can convince the U.S. Consul and the State 
Department that your voting was coerced or under duress. If your 
voting in 1952 and 1953 after the peace treaty came into effect was 
forced upon you by your husband, an affidavit from your husband to 
that effect certainly might well convince the U.S. Consul and the 
State Department that he coerced you to vote and, therefore, might 
not hold your voting in those, years against you. If it is true 
that your husband did coerce you to vote and he is willing to make 
an affidavit to that effect on your behalf, I would thank you to 
let me know. If Itsuo Kawasaki told you in 1952 and 1953 that you 
must vote or be subjected to some form of punishment, an affidavit 
from him to that effect also will help you. If you were actually 
still on rations in 1952 and 1953 and food was scarce and you needed 
a ration card to obtain essential foods and you were informed in 
1952 and 1953 that If you did not vote you would lose your ration 
card and your right to essential foods, that fact also will help you in obtaining a U.S. passport, (The U.S. Consuls and the State 
Department, however, have the view that food was not scarce in 1952 
and 1953 and that rationing had ceased. )

Very truly yours,

WMC:fd 
Encs.



AFFIDAVIT OF YUTAKO SHIGEMURA

My name is YutakK Shigernura, nee Yoshimura. I..live.at

Mukaibara-C-ho, Nagata, Takata-gun, Hiroshima-ken, Japan, 

with my husband,Toshikazu Shigernura, 

m rrm bim ifjn nn jn mr ~ r ~ir fli t rm i Trifi —nl n ■ 111,11' in t" n vli rirrntni
-— — ...— — — — ------------- ■ ■ ■  ----------- ~ --------— — — — ■— — 1— — — — — ---- -------- — :— .......................— --— -— ■ . '  * ■ ■ .. ................- — - w N ~ — —

and my daughter Satomi, a minor. My mother and father live in 

the United States. I was born in Ogden, Utah, on October 31> 

1922, and fall into the classification of a dual citizen of 

the United States and of Jaoan•

Hiroshima, for a visit
I was taken to/Japan in October of 1939/and was placed in

iSKJnHmimxm the Hiroshima Mission School 1940 -1941 mib&k
but had to discontinue that school because I was called a
disloyal and a traitor by the neighbors because it was a school
conductedin English.Then I was placed in the Shinjo Kojo Gakko
during 1941-1942. We were then living in Mitaki-cho, Hiroshima.

_____I voted in ele c t i o ^  irLJapan.from JL947.to .1953.... —
at Msnttkm Mukaihara-cho, togaha, Takata-gun. The reasons were
that in the years following the end of the war it was publicized
that the Allied Occupation Powers wanted all the residents to 

-Allied
vote and the/military authorities advised everyone to vote 
duringthe time Japan was an occupied country and right up 
tothe timethe peace treaty was signed. The municipal 
authorities aeobHRix stated that SCAP re^ired the residents toCf
vote and informed us that all mx&lmaraM^!tAiHMgmYrBgrlr... 
the residents whether just Jupanese c i t i z e n s d u a l  
citizens must vote and that we might to® lose our ration 
rights if we didn’t vote. Also the neighbors considered me 
and called me a "hikokumin" which means a disloyal or 
traitorous person because of mybeing an American citizen 
and out pressure onme to vote. Being a Nisei and constantly 
being ostracized during and after the war by neighbors who



were suspicious of me because of my being an American citizen 
and who. shunned and avoided me and my family and ostracised 
us because of my birth in the United States and the fact that

d n W x  want tfy incurthe susoicion or-enmity
neighbors*

our family bad lived in the United States I felt the hostility
and pressure of the neighbors all the time in our district,
I received printed instructions issued by the yakuba (local
officers) to vote, Itsuo Kawasaki and many others told me I
must vote. My husband said I must vote and he nut pressure on
me to do.it- saying that aven though I was bom in the Unites
Statesand was a U. S. citizen I was also a Japanese national
under Japanese law and that I must vote as SCAP required everyone
to vote who vas a resident. Enen after the pease treaty became >

---------------------— — ------ ---------— ---------------------------------------------------------- ---- ----------------------------------- - ..................

/)effective, my husband told-me Iyhad to
mustobey his orders or 1*d bring

disgrace on him^so he Pressured and forced me to
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AFFIDAVIT OF YUTAKO SHIGEMURA

My name is Yutako Shigemura, nee Yoshimura. I live at 
Mukalbars-eho, Nagata, Takata-gun, Hiroshima-ken, Japan, with my 
husband, Yoshlkazu Shigemura, and my daughter Satomi, a minor, My 
mother and father live in the United States, I was born in Ogden, 
Utah, on October 31, 1922, and fall into the classification of a 
dual citizen of the United States and of Japan,

I was taken to Hiroshima, Japan, In October of 1939 a visit 
and was placed in the Hiroshima Mission School 1940-1941 but had 
to discontinue that school because 1 was called a disloyal and a 
traitor by the neighbors because it was a school conducted in 
English* Then I was placed in the Shlnjo Kojo Qakko during 1941- 
1942. We were then living in Mitaki-cho, Hiroshima.

I voted in elections in Japan from 194? to 1933 at Mukaibara- cho, Nagata, Takata-gun. The reasons were that in the years follow­
ing the end of the war it was publicized that the Allied Occupation 
Powers wanted all the residents to vote and the Allied military 
authorities advised everyone to vote during the time Japan was an 
occupied country and right up to the time the peace treaty was signed. 
The municipal authorities stated that SCAP required the residents to 
vote and informed us that all the residents whether Just Japanese 
citizens or dual citizens must vote and that we might lose our ration 
rights if we didn't vote. Also the neighbors considered me and 
called me a "hikokumin*' which means a disloyal or traitorous person 
because of my being an American citizen and put pressure on me to 
vote. Being a Nisei and constantly being ostracized during and after 
the war by neighbors who were suspicious of me because of my being 
an American citizen and who shunned and avoided me and my family and 
ostracized us because of my birth in the United States and the fact 
that our family had lived in the United States I felt the hostility 
and pressure of the neighbors all the time in our district. I re­
ceived printed Instructions Issued by the yakuba (local officers) to 
vote. Itsuo Kawasaki and many others told me I must vote. My hus­
band said I must vote and he put pressure on me to do it saying that 
even though I was born in the United States and was a U,S. citizen 
I was also a Japanese national under Japanese law and that I must 
vote as SOAP required everyone to vote who was a resident. Even after 
the peace treaty became effective my husband told me I had to vote as 
it was required by law and that I must obey the law. He also said 
that as he was the head of our family I must obey his orders or I*d 
bring disgrace on him and trouble for us so he pressured and forced 
me to vote. He didn't want a wife who refused to vote and didn't 
want to incur the suspicion or enmity of our neighbors, I didn't 
know that voting would affect my U.S, citizenship.

My brothers, Dolehi Yoshimura and Sanjl Yoshimura, served in the 
U,3* Army and my brother, Tokuo Yoshimura, served in the U.S, Navy,

Yutako shigemurai nee Yoshimura
Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of , 195B,



WAYNE M. COLLINS 
Attorney at Law 

Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco 4, California

January 22, 1959

Mrs, Yutako Shigemura 
Mukaibara-cho, Nagata 
Takata-gun, Hiroshima-ken Japan
Dear Mrs. Shigemura:

On July 25, 195$, I sent to you an original and 
two copies of an affidavit suggesting that you take 
the original to the nearest U.S. Consul and there sign 
and swear to it before the U.S. Consul. It is my be­
lief that the affidavit will result in your recovery of U.S. citizenship.

I would thank you to let me know the date that you 
filed that affidavit with the U.S. Consul in Hiroshima. 
If the State Department and the Consul have made a 
decision on that statement and your application for a 
U.S. passport, I would thank you to let me know what decision they made.

Very truly yours,

WMC:ss



(VIA AIRMAIL)

April 2, 1959

Mr. Toraichi Kono 
301 Wada Building 
Nakajo-machi 
Hiroshima, Japan

Dear Mr. Kono;

I would thank you to contact the following named strandees 
in Japan and find out from them whether they filed the affidavits 
I prepared for them with the U.S. Consul in Japan and if so, the 
decisions that were rendered by the U.S. Consul;

U&me and

HAM, Isamu
6923 Hakano-mura, Aki-Oun 
Hiroshima Ken, Japan

KXSHI, Toshikaau Ben 
4-choiae, Minami-no-cho 
Hakanotana 
Wakayama-ehi, Japan

HI5HIM0T0, Mrs* Asaye 
Matsuye-cho. Hishi 23ó Banchi 
Wakayama-ahi, Japan

SHIGEMURA, Ytttako 
Mukaibara-cho, Magata 
Takata-gun, Hiroshima-ken 
Japan

Bate Affidavit Forwarded 

July 2B, 195#

Aug. 2$, 195^

July 24, 195$

July 25, 195#

X forwarded the affidavits to each of the above-named persons 
with instructions to each of them to take the affidavit to the 
nearest U*3. Consul and there sign and swear to it and also make 
an application for U.S. passport. I have written each of them 
several letters asking them whether they have filed the affidavits 
and what decision the State department or the 0.3* Consul have made 
upon them* Therefore, I would thank you to contact each of them 
and ascertain whether they have filed the affidavits and what 
decision the State Department and the U.S. Consul have made. 1 
would thank you also to obtain the address of each of them if any 
of the© have returned to the United States*

Very truly yours,

W&C ; as



WAYNE n. COLLINS 
Attorney at Law 

Hills Tower, iff. Bush Street 
San Francisco 4, California

September 2, 1959

VIA AXHLKTTER

Mrs» Yutake Shlgemura 
Mukalbara-cho, Nagata 
Tskata~gun# Hiroshima «-ken 
Japan

Bear Mrs. Shlgemuras

On July 25# 195B# I sent you an original and 
two copies of an affidavit that you were to sign 
and swear to before"~the tCs* Consul and file it with 
him together with an application for a U.S. passport.
I also instructed you that if Itsuo Kiwaaakl would 
prepare an affidavit showing that you were coerced to 
vote or be subject to some sort of punishment# that 
such an affidavit would be of material assistance to 
you and that such affidavit should also be filed with 
the B.S. Consul*

I would appreciate your informing me whether or 
not you have filed your affidavit and any other affi­
davits with the U*3* Consul along with an application 
for a U.S* passport»

If you have not done so you should do so immediately* 
When the U.S* Consul makes a decision thereon I would 
thank you to let me know the decision*

Very truly yours#

WMC: s@
cos Hashimoto 

Kono



WAYNE M, COLLINS 
Attorney at Law 

Mills Tower* 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco 4, California

September 2, 1959

VIA AIRLETTBR

Mrs. Yutako Shigemura 
Mukaibara-cho, Nagata 
Takata-gun* Hiroshima-ken 
Japan

Dear Mrs, Shigemura t

On July 25, 1958, I sent you an original and 
two copies of an affidavit that you were to sign 
and £*wear to before the tf.S. Consul and file it with 
him together with an application for a U.S. passport.
I also instructed you that if ItsucT Kawasaki" would 
prepare an affidavit showing that you were coerced to 
vote or be subject to some sort of punishment, that 
such an affidavit would be of material assistance to 
you and that such affidavit should also be filed with 
the U.S. Consul.

I would appreciate your informing me whether or 
not you have filed your affidavit and any other affi­
davits with the U.S. Consul along with an application 
for a U«S* passport.

If you have not done so you should do so immediately* 
When the U.S. Consul makes a decision thereon I would 
thank you to let me know the decision.

Very truly your®,

WMCias
cc: Hashimotc 

Kono



WAYNE M. COLLINS 
Attorney at Law 

Mills Tower, 220 Bush Street 
San Francisco 4, California

October 20, 1959

VIA A Hi LETTER
Mr. Torsichi Sono 
301 Wada Building 
Takajo-machi 
Hiroshima, Japan

Dear Mr* Kono*
I prepared affidavits for the following strandees and 

sent the affidavits to them on the dates indicated!
h AML AMD ADDRESS,

/  KISH1, Toshikazu 
v 4-chome, Minami-no-eho 

Nakanotana 
Wakayama-shi, Japan

MCEING, Uichi 2-chome 31, Kaz&yo-cho 
Higashi, Bumiyoshi-ku 
Osaka-shi, Japan
3HIQEMUEA, Yutako 
Mukaibara-cho, Nagata 
Takata-gun, Hiroshima-ken 
Japan

DATS AFFIDAVIT BENT

g-25-53

7-25-53

7-25-53
Each of them had been registered in a Koseki ana 

Shigemura also had voted* If each of them will take the 
affidavit I sent to them to the nearest U.S. consul ana 
there sign and swear to it and return it to me, I believe 
that I may be able to obtain administrative clearance for 
them. Toshikazu Kishi also renounced his citizenship and 
I sent to him an affidavit which he should sign before a 
Consul and return it to me.

Very truly yours,

WMCîas



April 13, I960

Mr, Saburojl Yoshimura 
Ht, 1, Box 215 
Hoy, Utah
Dear Mr, Yoshimura t

In July of 1958, I prepared for Mrs, Yutako 
Shigemura whose address Is Mukaibara-oho, Hagata,
Takata«gun, Hiroshima-ken, Japan, an affidavit which 
X instructed her to take to the nearest U.S. Consul 
and there sign It and return to me and to file the 
same with the U.S. Consul along with an application 
for a U.S. passport.

X have sent to her a number of letters request­
ing her to inform me whether or not she had filed 
the affidavit with the U.S. Consul and what decision 
the U.S. Consul hag made thereon. To date, however, 
she has not answered any of my letters. I would be 
grateful if you would inform me of the present 
address of Mrs. Yutako Shlgemura and also If you know 
whether she intends to return to the United States.

Very truly yours,

WMC sss
ec % Dallchl Yoshimura


