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SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WRA WAREHOUSES
CLOSE PERIANENTLY ON FEBRUARY 28, 1946

Here is news of vital importance to all Japanese who still
have goods in Southern California WRA storage:

All WRA warehouses in that area will be closed permanently
on Feb. 28, 1946, it was announced over the Week-end.

In connection with this announcement, however, 1t was
emphasized that WRA is attempting in every way to make it easy
for returnees and evacuees to obtain their belongings without
red tape.

It is only necessary to sign two witnessed copies of WRA
form No. 156, which is a request for transportation of personal
property. Copies of this form will be mailed to anyone who
writes or phones for them, or they may be picked up in person at
any WRA office if help is needed in filling them out.

It has been definitely stated that WRA will pay the cost of
all packing, crating and transporting of such goods that are to
be delivered more than 25 miles from the warehouse where they
are stored. 1In such event, the owner has no expense.

In short-haul deliveries, however, the owner has to furnish
his own pick-up and transportation. Usually, this close-in
delivery is not expensive.

Those who have no place to put their goods or who might
prefer to sell them may ask WRA to assist in obtaining bids
from possible purchasers. Such bids will be submitted to owners
for approval, and no sale made Without the owner's written
consent,

In any event stored goods should be taken care of before the
end of February. WRA will gladly advise anyone who is doubtful
about what to do with his property.

It is pointed out that any unnecessary delay may cause a
last-minute rush with inconvenience to the re turnees -~ and if
the goods are still in warehouses on March 1, WRA may have to
put up such property at forced sale.
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The WRA today announced a summary of the status of four
classifications of persons of Japanese ancestry in regard to
induction into the armed forces of the United States.

Category No. 1

Persons of Japanese Ancestry Who Vere Serving in the Aruy
on December 7, 1941, and Who Were Given Honorable or Other Dis=-
charges Shortly After That Date Unaer the Wer Department Policy
of Permitting Commanding Officers at Certain Levels, to Determine
Whetiier They Wished to Retain or Discharge Soldiers of Japanese
Ancestry.

The Wer Department policy in regard to persons who have had
military service and have been discharged or released is uniform
in its application. In general, those who have served honorably
and have since been released are not being forwarded for induction
by Selective Service unless they volunteer.

There is no restriction on the voluptary enlistment or in-
duction of these persons if they are found& to be qualified. Those
men who receive discharges without honor, so-called "blue-
discharges," may submit their cases to the Secretary of War's
Discharge Review Board. If that Board determines that an injustice
has been done, corrective action is taken to award an honorable
discharge which will render the men in question eligible for vol-
untary induction or enlistment, if they are otherwise qualified.
The policy which precludes the enlistment of those who have re-
ceived blue discharges is non-discriminatory, and applies to all
citizens and non-citizens regardless of their ancestry.

Category No. 2

Aliens of Japanese Ancestry.

The present status of this category is that Japanese aliens
are not being forwarded by Selective Service for induction unless
they volunteer. Japanese aliens have, for the past two years,
been afforded the opportunity of volunteering for induction, Only
a few have taken advantage of this opportunity and, in view of the
small number of Japanese aliens who are eligible for induction,
the War Department is inclined to believe that no change in the
current policy is warranted.

Category No. 3

Former American Citizens of Japanese Ancestry Who Have Renounced
Their Citizénship.

These former citizens are technically aliens and must be so
regarded by the War Department.







Category HNo. 4

American Citizens of Japanese Ancestry Who Remain Classified in
La0

="V e

Recently the Secretary of War has advised the Director of
the Selective Service System that cases of persons in this
category may be re-opened by local boards and forwarded through to
National Headquarters, Selective Service System, to the VWiar De-
partmcnt for review, when such persons are otherwise eligible for
immediate induction. Directions have been given to the effect that
this review will be made under standards appropriately revised to
meet the changed conditions brought about by the capitulation of
Japan.
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ADVANCE REIEASE for Sunday, May 28 and there-
after

Virtually all the 22,000 Japanese Americans who go far have left relocation
centers have been well received in communities in various parts of the United
States, awey from the Pacific Coast, the War Relocation Authority todey reported
to Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes,

The report stresses the thousands of case histories of successfully relocated
people who have resumed their normal place in soclety.

Tn traditional man-bites-dog fashion, it has been the very few exceptions
that have made news, the report indicates. The business of finding new homes
for these American citizens of Jspanese ancestry, as well as for the law-abiding
Japenese aliens, has been proceeding steadily ever since the mass hegira from
the Pacific Coast was begun as a military necessity early in 1942, 1In fact,
says the report, some of the first to move from the Pacific Coast had been
resettled in other sections of the nation before the last had been uprooted
and sent to the 10 relocation centers.

T1llinois hag proved to be the Mecca for the greatest number of these
citizens whose only "crime" wag having Japancee parents. About 5,000 have found
homes in that state, chiefly in the Chicago area. Approximately half that
number are living unobstrusively in Colorado. Utah and Ohlo are hosts to about
1700 each, foilowed closely by Michigan, Ideho has received about 1000. Some
states have less than 100, and a few of those evacuated have found jobs as far

away as Delhi, India and Melbourne, Austruliz,

Of the thousands who have dropped into other commnities without causing
an economic or social ripple, the case of Frank Shiba is typical. Shiba and
his wife, Caroline, had made their home in Fresno, California, where he ren a
recreation hall before the war, After the evacuation they found themselves
in the Jerome Relocation Center in Arkansas. Like the majority of the evacu-
ated people , Frank, his wife and their baby daughter, Diene, are Americen
citizens.

Frank and Caroline, along with otherevacuee residents of the relocation cen-
ters, filled out questionnaires preparcd by WRA in cooperation with experienced
intelligence officers. Their names were submitted to the Federal intelligence
agencies and nothing was disclosed to indicate that they were anything but loyal
American citizens. Accordingly, they were granted "leave clearance" by the Dir-
ector of the War Relocation Authority. They were free to go to any community out-
gide the excluded West Coast military area.

The Shibas decided on Cleveland, Ohio, as their future home. A few dozen
Japanese American evacuees had preceded him, Mrs. Shiba and little Diana stayed
in the relocation center until Frank could find a Job and a home, He wanted a
Job where he could feel that he was helping in some direct way to win the war,
He found it as an apprentice on a grinding machine at the National Tool Company.
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Now, ten months later, he is a fully qualified operator and is getting the full
gcale wage. His wife and baby are content in their new home, They've made
friends, and with every week the family's roots are more firmly set in the
new community. ' '

Multiply Frank Shiba's experience by 22,000, meke allowance for the geo-

. graphic variations extending from Spokane to Boston, and for hundreds of
occupations, and you have the story of the people of Japanese descent who
formerly lived in the Pacific Coast area and who have relocated to new homes
and new communities farther East.

About 110,000 West Coagt residents, all of Japanese descent, were poured
into the hourglass-like system inaugurated by the Army and the War Relocation
Authority. The pouring-in process lasted from April to August, 1042,

Of the 22,000 who have left the centers on indefinite leave to date, most
are American citizens. On the aversge, they represent the young, able-
bodied adults, educated in American schools, speaking English well and Japanese
poorly, if at all, thinking and acting like other Amexicans.

Life in the relocation centers was bounc up in a 20 foot square room for
a family of three or four, a wood burningstove, cots, blankets esnd a light
buldb furnished by the Government. The evacuces fashioned tables and chalrs out
of crates, boxes and scrap lumbcr left over from the construction work. Even-
tually they got some of their own furniture shipped into the relocation centcr,
The community bath house was & couple of hundred feet away and 1t served all of
the 250 or so residents of the block., Three times a day all the residents of
the block passed down the cafeteria line to the mess hall. Housewives couldn't
prepare meals in their own homes, because no cooking fecilities were provided.

Babies were born in the center hospitals, where they were well provided for.
Special formlse and baby foods are aveilable, and both mother and child
receive competent medical attention. Children of school age attend classes
in the barrack-type buildings. Work is available at $16 a month., Church,
movies, occasional dances and home-produced entertainment are available at all
the centers.

Leaving the relocation centers, the people of Japanese descent have scattered
to most of the states outside the excluded Pacific Coast military arce. Some
regions have been found to draw greater numbers than others, but at no point
do they approech the concentrations which were found in the "Little Tokyos"
of Los Angeles, the "Japtown" of San Francisco, and other West Coast cities and
farming digtricts before evacuvation.

In moving eastward, many of the evacuees have left behind them farms and bus-
iness properties laboriously built up on the Pacific Coast over a period of sev-
oeral score years. Some heve lost all their equities in these properties and have
been compelled to start life almogt wholly afresh,

The younger relocators have had their schooling interrupted firsgt at the
time of evacuation and later upon the departure from the relocation centers.
Adults have been cut off from femiliar gurroundings and from social ties of







many years standing.

But even though the transplantetion has been a dragtic process for many,
it has some compensations from the long renge point of view, the report to the
Secretary stated. It has tended to break down the pre-war isolation of this
Oriental minority in the United States and has brought thousands of these
people more completely then ever into the maingtream of American life.

In a few instances there has been local opposition or discrimination
when evacuees moved in, in spite of efforts of the WRA to determine in advance
the attitude of the community toward persons of Japanese descent. In Great
Meadows, New Jersey, neighboring farmers objected strenuously to five Jap-
anege being empl’yed as share croppers on a vegetable farm. To avert fur-
ther violence, after a shed of the employing farmer had been burned down,
the evacuees lefwu.,

More characteristic is the experience of Bill Okazaki and his family. They
are settled on the farm of A.J. Krecker, near McHenry, Illinols. The Okazakls
have been accepted into the community, their twin daughters are enrolled in
the first grade et school. Formerly & vegetdble grower in California, Okazaki
is now engeged in producing crops and livestock of a typical Corn Belt farm,

Fred Doi, 35, who operated a vineyard at Fowler, California, is now in
charge of 3000 leying hens near Elkhorn, Nebraska. He also helps in a dairy
herd on the farm to which he has bcen relocated. Mrs. Doi ig active in the
local Red Cross and otlier community work., Neighboring farmers in this instance
are favorably impressed with Doi and heve sterted negotiations for other
evacuec farm workers.

Other examples of relocation are:

Harley Asari who operated a goldfish hatchery at Huntington Beach, California,
was the first niseil, an American of Japancsc parentage, to be employed by the
U.S. Foundry in Denver., Now there are 29 on the foundry payroll.

Jori Tanaka is one of the first women welders to graduate from a Des Moines
welding school and is now making radio condensers.

Joe Eto, discharged honorably after 1l months Army service, is doing a Job
with a criticel war plent. The product of this plant is so critical that
publicity concerning it is strictly barred. The officer responsible for gecurity
arched his eyebrows and began to guestion whether or not it was safe to have
a man of Japanese ancestry employed in so vital an industry. But Eto's war
record won his confidence and Joe stayed.

Kelly Yamada managed three optician shops in Oakland, California, before
being moved to Poston, Arizona. He has relocated in Peoria, Illiriois, with his
wife, two sons and his wife's parents, Mr, and Mrs. Toraji Yamoto. Mr. Yamoto
is a Peoria nurseryman.
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Henry Mitarai, formerly of San Francisco, is operating 480 acres of
vegetables in Utah and employs 25 fellow evacuees for the growing season and
expects 125 for the harvest. Four trangcontinental rail lines are em-
ploying evacuees ag section hands, some are working in coal mines in Carbon
County, Utah, and sixteen are employed by the Utah Lime and Stone Company.

"Relocation is our main job", says Dillon S. Myer, Director of the War
Relocation Authority, in pointing out that the segregation in Tule ILake of
those who refused to pledge loyalty to the United States was a necessary
gtep in relocation.

"We felt relocation would be carried on much more effectively if those
who were not eligible to relocate were put in one place, leaving the other
centers composed entirely of thoge whose loyalties lie unmistakably with
the United States. Our aim is to relocate every person who can be relocated,
and work ourselves out of a Job as quickly as possible.”

To express the feelings of the evacuees, a more artlculate spokesman could
hardly be found than Mary Oyams Mitwer, successful writer, mother of two,
whoge husband Fred Mitwer hed an Americen father and a Japanese mother; one
of hig brothers at last reports was interned by the Japanese government as
a dangerous alien.

The Mitwers were evacusted from Los Angeles to the Heart Mountein reloca-
tion center in Wyoming, and then relocated in Denver, where Mary resumed her
writing and Fred went into the food processing business. Mary Oyema expressed
an attitude to which many of the evecuees subscribe:

"Of course it was a bitter experience to be uprooted snd hustled off to a
relocatiom center, but it's futile to be so preoccupied with the past that we
lose sight of the future. The weak and misguided mpy blight the remainder of
their lives by ill-considered acts. ne gtrong and wise will make the best of
their lot and emerge stronger end wis
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RELOCATION UPS AND DOWNS IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Returnees are invited to practice judo at the Los Angeles
Dojo, 12th & Fedora streets, six blocks west of Vermont Avenue
and near Pico street (take "P" car).

Dojo heads George E. Tate and William D. Albertsmeyer say
they welcome Nisei and Issei men who are interested in judo.

They also would like to find someone qualified to instruct in
Kodokwan judo.

Sessions are 7:30 to 10 each Tuesday and Thursday evening.
Caucasian businessmen find judo a good means of physical condi-
tioning. It is a standard form of combat training for men in the

armed forcess

(And, for the benefit of those unfamiliar with the word,

a dojo is simply a gym for judo. Judo, in turn, is not limited to
Japanese, but is commonly practiced by many of other nations.
It isn't jiu-jitsu, but jiu-jitsu is an advanced form of judo.)
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RELOCATIGH CENTERS O Toglin EaRT In DOND DRIVES

Wweer Relocation Centers ior Jepcnese nmericens
Coast two years ago are conducting the Fifth VWar Locn Drive
in typicel American fachion «ccording to Robert B. Coz: ssistant
Director lar felocaticn authiority. aAlthougn
glven no 2 by tne governuent due to their limited resources,

«nd %19 ger month); the camps set their own

¢
-

and usSuwlly reaci this figure. Heart hountain Center in
18 typical
rp ~

The Fiftihh wer Loan Drive officielly opened in deart Mountain

with a dcor+to-door caunpaign by Boy Scouts, Girl dScouts and Camp

& ne

Girls. Girl Reserves conducted a campeign in the High School. The
anc. otiier youth organizations took part. Thirty two
individuals selling the most bonus anc s
of recognition was offered to the orgenization with
est percentage oi sales.

A total of $2811.45 in bonds and stamps were sold by these
youta organizations during the first week of ti iri The Girl
Scouts led the sales with a total of $906, followed closely by the
Boy Scouts with $676.90. -One Girl bcout wom the inaiviauel sales

LT

contest with $445.25. & Boy Scout, wiho sold $416 wortn of bonds wnd

A community >, attended by 600 people, climaxed the bond

drive. At toe dunce, seven 25 bonds were presented to holders of

winning raffle tickets. Decorations with « patriotic motif cdornec







inlgn school au
Japanese Americans in relocation centers huve contributed
in past pond drives. In commenting on their part in the lest
bond drive tiie Jerome, [daho North Side News stated that Jeroue
County made one of the best records in Idclio due in part to the
bon?! sales turned in by the Japanese american resicents of
Center. It added, '"Many fine donations were received from
tile same neationality living outside of nunt"
The Arkansus, Gazette, praising the patriotic aciaieveuments of
American High School students «t thie Roh.er Hign Sciocl
ponsors for a three vwecks bona drive which
thiree jeegpsi,
During the Third war Loen Drive, the Gii. River
Plicenix, Arizona repcortea tnat evacuee bonu purciases awounted

4

$9425,. Purchases to that time totaled %29,825.  d, B. Carlson,

wirmarn of Cochise County Third Wuar Lown Drive commented,

Lo

Totner unique to Tecd in the paper that tine first Arizone coumunity
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e Anericans wio &re 4iving there for the duration

consliaereG 1n sSympatily Wi L AET1Cu. .00 40€ Jdapahese at "T_L‘\/'?-,‘J"E‘;j

ave thus gone 'over the tou' for tiie United Ywar F y dNd
guota belongs to Pinal County!
In two days last year, during the bSecond
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Lpenese Alerican scldiers

bought $101,550 wortii.
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they are doing so on the Fiith wWar Loan Drive.







Miss Ruth Ki 1an
2234 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley; Galifornie







epartment of the Interior

4

Mar!
I'rencisco 5, Californiae

BDTATE T“VT‘I TAQRE
1IN I o W T A 1) WESTY o K i)

WAR RELOCATION CENTER HIGIH SCHOOLS GRADUATE 2100 SENIORS in 1944

Approximately 2100 seniors graduated from the relocation center high
schools according to figures compiled from the War Relocation Authority
center newspaperse

Majority of the centers held their commencemont oxercises in June,
Tho Colorado River Conter at Poston, Arizona lcd thce contors in total
greduatcs with 406, Heart lountain in Wyoming followed with 301, whilc

idoka in Idaho was third largest with 286,

Following is - 1list of ccntor graduatcs:

Colorado River Projc Arizona
Hoart Mountain Projcet, Wyoming
Minidoka Project, Idaho

Gilaikivey Projoct, Arizona | %
Manzanar Projcct, California , .

Granada Projoot, Colorado . . .

Rohwer Projoect, Arkansas .

Jerome Projcet, Arkansa

Handicappcd as most st le sn schools arc by lack of

cqguipmont, they have been able in tho past two ycars to meot

of tho states in which thoy « Their graduatoes
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universities and collegos on the outside and in soveral instances
achiovod outstanding rocords.

Under Sclcetive Sorvico many of the boys arc being inducted into
the Army immediatcly aftor graduntion,

Commencoment oxerciscs in rclocation schools arc patterned largoly

ftor thc schools they loft bihind in California, Washington and Orogon,

Thero arc the bacealaurcatc sermons on the provious Sundaye A typicnl

program consists of the procossional followod by the invocatione Usually

"America = thc Booutiful" is sung by thc elass or thc ®Star-Spanglod Bannor"

is played by thc school orchestra,

Thcse young pooplo had not forgotteon tho Amerieca which thoy loft two
ycars agos, Thc commcncomint spccches of t hoir class roprescntatives show
that they have thc backbone and the grit to succood as youth hos alweys
donce

The students and their instruetors, aftor an intorludc of two yoars
during which the;- have boen sevored from much of the outside tics, arc still
able to look to Amorica's probloms with the samcu broad perspoctive that all
Amoricans doe Thoy have shown that thoy arc Amcricans, interssted in
Amcrieca's war, hor postwar problems, and hor place in the family of nations

In the spoochos of thosc young graduatos there was no pessimism

or brooding over thc pasty Thoy all pointed hopcfully toward the futurc

ile







Arizona, =- "We are not the only ones who have been driven

f

out of our rightful homes,"” was the declaration of Miss Aileen Assko
Oita, valedictorian o! Post II High School, Colorado River Relocation
Center of the War Relocatign Authority.

"fe are not the only ones who will have to start out all over acain

a

when this war is over. Half of the people in the world will be starting
out anew, ;nd theirs would be the more difficult task, for they would
have a whole country to rebuild,” said the American girl greduate of
Japanese ancestry.

Miss Oita, formerly of Watsonville, California, was the third men-

N

her family to be valedictorian of a graduating class. An older
rother, Katashi Oita, was valedictorian of Watsonville Union Higl
in 1941, and another brother, Itsumi, was last year's Poston II High
School vaeledictorian,

In her address, little Miss Oita chided some of her fellow students

Tor not having adjusted themselves to the restrictions of center life.

"If you connot adjust yourself to conditions here, you cen hardly

so on the outside,”

she worned. "Lifc is a gzive and take

investment. And you have to invest a lot

rcecive any benofits."







Department of the Interior
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FOR INIEDIATE REL:IASE

"Unwarranted persecution and discrimination ag

panese ancestry" was condemncd in a resolution passed by the ndtional convention

2

of the Americean Federation of Labor, & copy of which resolution was received here
vesterday by Robert B. Cozzens, Assistant Director of the iar Relocetion Authority.
The resolution adopted by the AFL in its recent liew Orleans convention is @
follows:
"HERBAS: in 1942 by Presidential Order 9066, all persons of Japenese
origin resident on thc West Coast of the Un ] K were ordored evacuated
in the interest of national security end,
MHTREAS: of 126,947 persons of Japanese origin, more than 85,000 are
izens of the United States by birth, and of these more than 8,000 Japancsc
American youths are sorving our Country splendidly in every
"YHEREAS: the strong tido of just hatred against imperial
end brutality has becn turned without reason ageinst loycl Jepancse fmorican
citizens resulting in innumorablec inci - funj pcrsecution and unjust
discrimination,
"PIHEREFORE BZ IT RESOLVTD:
Fedoration of Labor in scssion in New Orleans,
tradition of str ¢ against intoleranc

unwarranted versecution end discrimincotion

"Your committcce rccommends that the resolution be yforred to the Zxecutive
q

Council for thorough-going study, for such rccommendations cnd ¢ GS soom

most anpropriactc
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(For publicizing by Reports Officer and Relocation Officer)

RELOCATION UPS AND DO#WNS IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

An instance of breaking down State Board of Equalization resist-
ance to issuing sales tax permits to Issei, is shown by the case of
MRS. TOMI SHIBUYA of Los Angeles.

On July 20 the Board granted her the necessary retail license
to re~open the garden supplies store at her home, 3718 S. Western
Ave., which had been operated by her son before he enlisted in
Uncle Sam's Army early in 1941,

WRA District Office reports that Area Supervisor Prul G. Robert-
son had Assistant Director R.B., Cozzens bring this matter urgently
to the attention of the Board of Equali:zation's state headquarters,
with the result that the latter's Los Angeles office was promptly
advised to issue the permit. This may set a precedent in other cases
now pending.

In recent weeks the Board has told Issei (not Nisei) to first
get "clearance" letters from both the Army and the Navy. Apparently
the Board did not regard the military OK given at time of leaving
center as sufficient. But the Armmy and Navy, having no jurisdiction
over clivilian affalirs of this kind, were unable to furnish the
letters demanded by the Board, with the result that sales tax permits
were delayed week after week.

Mrs. Shibuya organized the Blue Star Mothers of Amache. She has
one son and two stepsons in the United States Army, one daughter in
war work at Chicago, and another daughter whose husband is in war
work at Salt Lake City. Mrs. Shibuya and her husband KINKICHI were

born in Japan but came to €alifornia many years ago.







-

(Continued)

Ex-S/Sgt- Harry Tanouye gets around Los angeles OK with a cane
--he wouldn't need that cane but for a little German action in the
Vosges mountains. Before the war Harry was in marine trokerage on
the coast. He joined up with Uncle Sam's Army before Pearl Harbor,
and served with the 5224 Meld Artillery. He has a Purple Heart, a

bronze star for one of those behind the enemy lines suicide mlsslons

‘b 'three campaign stars and various military ribbons earned in Italy

and France. "I'm just an ordinary, . common guy -~ who did his.part
like the rest of them. I don't want any ballyhoo", Harry says. His
. father, Iwajiro, and mother, Hisako, are at Heart Mountain. A
brother, James, was killed in action with the 4424 in Italy.
- A
The A & O Radio Service Store, at 1856 E. Colorado Blvd.,
the main street of Fasadena, is operated by partners Jiro Oishi and
Satoru Akutagawa, from Cila River and Topaz respectively. These
two young men left the centers some time ago and went to work in
eastern cities, and now are capitalizing on their experience by
‘i going into business for themselves. Thelr store 1s modern and neat.
The only trouble the boys have had is finding housing for their

familiesa

R
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U. S. INTERNEES IN JAPAN

THOUSANDS FACE DEATH FROM MALNUTRITION

Washington, Feb. 16 (AP)-- Several thousand United States citizens still held
by the Japanese in the ‘Orient, Congress was informed today, are facing death
through malnutrition.

The disclosure was made by Breckingridge Long, Assistant Secretary of
State, during hearings on the State Department appropriation bill reported to the
House by the Appropriations Committee,

Discussing plans to bring the Americans back home, Long told the comm-
ittee some of them have logt from 50 to 60 pounds in weight, "not through illness,
but through malnutrition.”

"They do not get the elements in the food that are sufficient to con-
stitute the basis of 1life according to our standards,” he explained. "We have
people over there that are given & Japanese diet. That Japanese diet congiste of
a certain amount of rice, a little fish, frequently spoiled, and a little meat
occasionally, maybe a piece of fruit once a week or once a month, and sometimes
vegetables. It is adequate, probably, for the Japanese to live on because they
have been raised that way, but our people cannot live on it."

Some of the Americans are interned in the Philippines, some in Shanghai,
gome in Korea, some in Japan, and some in Meanchuria.

Negotiations for the return of about 1500 of them, Long said, had been
started at the time distrubances broke out at the Tule Lake, Calif., Japanese
detention center, and the Japanese promptly halted the negotiations until they
could investigate the treatment of their nationals in the United States.

An investigation was made by the Spanish Embassy on behalf of Japan,
Long said, and on the presumption the Spanish report would be satisfactory to
Tokyo, the United States renewed its offer to negotiate for the return of more of
our nationals,

"Their reply was 'no', that they would prefer to wait and to do this
in their own way," Long sald, "So, we are hung up for the time being on that."

Long told the committee the transfer was to have been made on the liner
Gripsholm, under charter to the State Department. The Gripsholm, which already
has made two trips to exchange prisoners with Japan, sailed from New York for
Lisbon yesterday to carry out an exchange with Germany.

From another State Department attache, Nathaniel P. Davis, foreign
service officer, the committee heard that United States fareign service officers
captured in Manila on the whole were treated 'correctly' by the Japanese,"
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Recently the War Relocation Authority sent a reports officer out to find out
how the largest groups of relocated Americans of Japanese ancestry in California
were working out their resettlement problems, individually and as a unit of the com-
munitys

The groups visited were in Fresno County. While individual answers ranged
all the way from "wonderful" to "pretty good, so far", there was not one person
unable to say he was glad to come back,

The first visited was the Inoye family who have returned to their home in the
Westsidc of Fresno., When Mrs, Inoye answered the doorbell and saw her visitors, she
exclaimed happily, "More company". Mrs. Inoye told us that she had had a stream of
callers ever since they returned about two months ago. Her former boss from the
Bank of America, the Dean of Women at Fresno State Teachers College, many neighbors
and friends have rung the Inoye doorbell to welcome them home, "One nice old man
saw my husband on the other side of the streect and he got so excited he ran over and
hugged him", Mrs. Inoye said., "They looked so funny standing there hugging each
other,"

The first night Mr. and Mrs. Inoye came home, they walked down to the Chinese
section of the town with their fourteen year old son and had dinner in a Chinese
restaurant. The proprictor was friendly. Some Filipinos stared at them but the
Inoyes were told that Filipino hostility in that section came from seasonal workers
who would soon be gonee 'We just stay out of their way", Mrs, Inoye said,

Several months before the Inoyes returned, their place of business, a garage,
was burned down, This means that they may not be able to reopen their business but,
even so, they are happy that they came home, ‘

1"

"If we had listened to rumors, we never would have been here,

Mrs, Inoye
said., "When we werec on the train coming out, we bought a San Francisco Chonicle and
read of the Orosi case., I'm afraid we never would have started out if we had that
news beforec we got on the train., I'm certainly glad we didn't know about it because
we would have missed the wonderful happiness of heing home," '

lirs, Inoye keeps a guest book and all the returnees sign it when they visit
her homce She is a complete information center on their plans end activitiess She
can tell you, for instance, that Fred Waterida has returned to his vegetable farm
outside of Fresno and is being cordially welcomed by his Chinese neighbor, Or, she
can give you news about young Robert Yabuno from Gila who is preparing to take a job
as an optometrist or, maybe, he will open his own business., A Caucasian classmate
of Robert's is going out of his way to help him get settled as are other Caucasian
friends,

While we were in Fresno West Side, we visited Mr, Kubota, Poston's former
Mayor, at the hotel he operates theres, Mr, and Mrs, Kubota and young Henry were
.working like beavers to get the hotel painted up and spring cleaned. Henry is wait-
ing to hear from the Government on a matter of business pertaining to World War Num-
ber II and while he is hanging around he is having a good time seeing his old friends.
He was invited to a party given in a Coucasian home the other night for a serviceman
on furlough, Henry doesn't worry much about talk of Filipino hostility. He had his
hair cut by a Filipino barbor the other day and in addition to a good haircut, he got
a hearty welcome,

Going back to the Relocation Office, we met Fred Nishida and Chick Sasaki who
are back in Reedley with their parents and brothers and sisters, These two boys
told us that they had a warm reception in Reedley., Returning war veterans from the
Pacific have shaken hands with them when they met them on the street. They were
urged so heartily to attend the First Mennonite Church that they did a feW'Sundays
ago and were cordially welcomed by everyone. They got their biggest thrill out of
homecoming, in a grocery store.  "We were standing in line waiting our turn at the
counter", Fred Nishida said., '"We knew all about the cigarette shortage and so we
weren't even going to ask for cigarettes, But the fellow in front of us, a Caucasian,
asked and he got two packages. I thought I'd ask and see what the storekeeper would
say to us, After all, we are of Japanese ancestry and the storekeeper is a Filipino
but something made me:ask-=just to prove to myself whether or not we were being treat-
ed like other poople, The Filipino storekeeper didn't answer me when I asked for the
eigarettes= He morely reached down behind the counter and handed me-- not two packages
like he did the Caucasian sustomer=- but THREE,"

4 AR (over)
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yur {'irst eall outside of Fresno was at the home of Harry Osaki near Selma,
For a house that had been peppered with buckshot a few weeks ago, it certainly had a
normal appearance. Those who worried about the effect of this attack on the elder
Osakis would have been relieved if they could have seen them happily puttering
around in their garden. The boys were out in the fields and so we visited with the
parents, '

Mr, Osaki does not speak English fluently but he knows how to get over one
point=="This is my country", he said, scuffing his foot in the soil of his ranch,
"this is where we belong."

Not far from the Osakis are the Hiyemas., Mr, and Mrs, Hiyama and their two
children got home a few days before Christmas and later other members of the family
followed. Mrs. Hiyema and her sister~-in-law were digging out in the vineyard when
we arrived and they were glad to stop work. It looked like rain and they said.they
might go in the house %o bake a cakes

The Hiyamas were one of the first families to relocate in Fresno County.
Neighbors and friends called on them and brought them gifts. Even people whom they
didn't Ymow dropped by with Christmas presents. They received over a dozen letters
of encouragement from people all over the State. A man sent them an American flag
and told them to hang it on the}r front porch.

The older Hiyamas and their daughter called on a Filipino family whom they
had knbwn before evacuation., The family was happy to see them and the Hiyamas en-
joyed their visit,

Around the corner and down the highway are the Hirokas, Mrs, Hiroka and her
two daughters, Alice and Fusa, were doing chores in their comfortable home when we
arrived, They sent out for Harry, the brother whd is menaging the farm., He is the
only one of the four Hiroka boys who has been spared by the Army to run the ranch,
Harry came in with Howard Hatyama, a neighboring rancher, who, like the Hirokas, re-
located to the East from Gila.

The younger Hirokes were enthusiastic in their praise of Morriston, New Jersey,
where they had relocated., They were in the midst of a Friends colony there and the
enviromment was ideal. We suspected that the younger Hirokas would have liked to
stay in Morriston-<but not so Father Hiroka. He is the biggest booster for reloca-
tion to California we met on our trip.

"I guess you can sum it all up by saying 'Be it ever so humble there's no
place like home'", young Harry said.

The Hirokas were the first returnees to Fresno County and sentiment was not
too good then, they think, "You ocan tell it's improved by the way people act",Harry
saide "When we first came back, people didn't visit us too openly. Now they come
here freely." The Hirokas trade in a Chinese store when they go to Fresno.* There is
one thing that could make their homecoming more pleasant, Harry thinks, and that is
for more of the evacuees to come back, ‘ e

Howard Hatyema said that he and. his wife backed up everything the Hirokas
saide Both families were amused at the rumors that had circulated in the centers
ebout their homecoming., '"We heard that people in the centers had reports that the
Hirokas were all dead and that Hatyame was in the hospital or in jail", Harry laughed,
"It's too bad people pay any attention to, those wild rumors,"

Back in Fresno, we ran into James Muyamoto from Poston who has come back to
take over the family ranch., Muyamoto runs the farm for himself and his four sisters.
Soon he is going into the army and so his friend, Sata Watari a 4-F also from Poston,
will run the. place for him, Muyamoto has béen welcomed by his high school teachers
end hundreds*of old friends in Clovis, He told us that Johnson Shumiza, also from
Poston, is coming back with his family to work for the Leonard Fruit Company. The
company is fixing up a home for hime

During the day Pete Nakayama, from Rivers via Montana, dropped in to talk to
Paul Fischer, Relocation Officer in Fresno, : Nakayama and four other returnees are
working for a Caucasian farmer in Kingsburge The other workers, who are Mexican,
are very friendly, Nakayama has been too busy to get around Kingsburg much but he

says he can tell that Caucasians are friendly because they "reaise their hands to us"
when they pass by, :

. Alliin all Fresno -seems to be a good place to come home to. Fair Play .Come-
mittees, church groups, sympathetic community leaders, .a relocation officer and staff
who go ogt of . their way to add many extra touches not really ocalled for in their job
descriptions make relocation in that area a pleasant adventuré.

Mre Fischer has only one complaint-~he wants more evacuses,to relocates.

it
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‘Typioal of the type of service offered to all travelers by the Travelers Aid

¥ ciety is that recently received Rikisaburo Ohashi, a paralyzed refurnee,

Mr, Oheshi was met.in Sacramento by a representative of the society and given
every possible attention there whjle he and his family changed trains for Modesto.

The representative of the Travelers Aid Society wired the Stanislaus County
Welfare Department at Modesto to meet the train with a wheel chair, as was done in
Sacramento,

The Travelers Aid Seciety should be notified far enough in advance to handle
special cases. The sooiety is equipped to arrange for emergency medical and am-
bulance service at all railroad transfer points,

The Ohashis said that porters and other railroad employes were very kind and

considerate to them during the trip.
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(On March 6 an attempt was made to intimidate the family of Joe Takeda which
hwad returned to his farm three miles out of San Jose, California, January 26,
Several persons, thus far unidentified, attempted to burn the Takeda home and then,
#hen the fire was being fought by the Takedas, further attempted to frighten them by
firing several shots in the general direction of the house., Although law enforcement
officials quickly were on the job, a heavy rain obliterated such clues as footprints
or tire tracks, However, the search for the culprits goes on. Mecanwhile, Joe Takeda,
American, has refused to be frightened or intimidated by a few bigoted night-skulkers,
Just how Joe Takeda feels about the whole thing is told by Joe Takeda himself in the
following letter which was recently received by James E, Edmiston, WRA District Re-
location Officer at San Jose, Written from Rt. 2, Box 958, San Jose, the letter
follows, )

"Dear Mr., Edmiston:

"Wow that the atmosphere has cleared somewhat following the recent
attempt to burn and shoot-up ocur home near San Jose, I want to tell
you how my family and myself feel about this attacke The first pur=
pose of my letter is to set at rest a lot of rumors which have been
circulated throughout Santa Clara Countye

"Nine members of our family were in the home at the time of the at=
tack,s They were: my father and mother; my married sister ond her
husband, Phil Matsumura; two younger brothers attending Santa Clara
High School; and my baby sister Beverly, a student at Alviso Grammar
Schools, I em speaking for all of them when I say that we are satis-
fied the attack was perpetrated by a few individual thugs and that it
does not in‘any way, reflect the feelings of the people of Santa Clara
County and San Jose against our family or any other returning evacuees.

"In support of this may I point out that all of our Caucasian friends,
many of whom have known us children since we were babies, have been
very cordial indeed, At Santa Clara High School both the teachers and
the students have welcomed my brothers and received them back into
school activities as though they had never been away., The same applies
&t Alviso Grammer School,

"The report that we had left, or were about 'to leave our home is en-
tirely without foundation., We are here catching up the threads of our
lives where we left off and it would take much more than the incident
reported to convince us that we are not wanted in this communitye

"My brother-in-law, Phil Matsumura, is the only member of our family
who has left San Jose, He is reporting for induction into the army,

"You are at liberty to use this letter as you see fit at the Relocation
Camps in order that our feelings may be knovn to other American Japanese
in the centers who are planning to return to their homes .

"Sincerely,
"/s/ Jdoe Takeda
"Joe Takeda"
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