


RALPH IIDA
December 13, 1981

Mr. Iida was born in California in 1919. His parents returned to Japan when
he was a small child, and he remained in Japan until he finished high school. (I
was told by a mutual acquaintance that his family in Japan was wealthy and of high
status) In 1937, he returned to the United States to finish his education. But
he had difficulty learning English and when his funds ran out he was obliged to
work in a fruit orchard. He told me that he had intended to go back to Japan, but
the war broke out and he was unable to do so.

He was evacuated to the Rohwer Assembly Center and at Rohwer he married a
Nisei. When I asked him about the Military Registration he responded:

Oh, at that time. . .all kind of rumor going and . . .Japan educated like

me can't go outside and they restricted. People like me are unwanted.

And T never thought about loyal/disloyal to the country. I thought

nothing of it until they asked me. And then everything followed in line,
and I decide.
At Tule Lake, Mr. Iida worked in the cabinet shop, "I try to learn that tech-

nique, but I'm not a carpenter." He also joined the Sokoku Beinen dan, but

when I asked him if he went out and exercised in the morning, he told me:
Yes. Once in a while. Wash sho! Wash sho! (Hip! Hip!) You know, at
that time I wasn't feeling to good. . .I had an operation for hernia.
So, once in a while I go out, but I wasn't doing too much. I was kind
of weak at that time.

Mr. Iida began spontaneously to tell me about the Resegregationists:

RI: . . . among them there was logical ones, and dumb ones, smart ones, and on
that occasion even though I belonged to the group, I didn't like the way they
were doing. And one time one of the newsletters, I wrote an article, you know

that things going too much that I don't like, you know. For instance, they
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read the newspaper, listen to the short-waved radio, and those war results,
so-called war results, and all that stuff, and joining in (that shouting?)
everyday, I didn't like those kind of news went around you know. And I wrote
an article, I want to express myself. Both countries fighting bloody, doing
bloody, fighting and then they (the resegregationists) are cussing each other.
"If you want to go back to Japan, if you don't want to go back to Japan and
stay here. . . you don't have to argue about it. . .If you want to back, keep
quiet," I said. And with that article I made a lot of enemies among the group.
When did you leave Tule Lake, can you remember the year and month?

First time that I renounce my citizenship and taken to Santa Fe, New Mexico.l
You did renounce your citizenship?

Yes.

How did you come to do that?

Well, it was almost like fad. I mean, everyone was doing it, so I did that
too. People, you know, everyone go to Japan.

And then you were sent to Santa Fe?

That's right. I think we were the first group of Niseis that got sent to

Santa Fe.

The first people were sent on December 26 or 27.2

Yes, the 27th, I remember that. Yes.
How did you get out of Santa Fe?
From Santa Fe I went to Japan

How long were you there?

lThis sentence sounds as if Mr. Iida was interned in Santa Fe because he re-
nounced his citizenship. This could not have been so. At Tule Lake thousands of
Nisei and Kibei renounced their citizenship but only members of the Resegregation
Groups or, subsequently, a few Japanese school teachers were interned.
2If Mr. Iida was interned in December 1944, it is very unlikely that he was
an officer of one of the Resegregation Groups.
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Post war, I stayed in Japan 15 years.

Can you tell me anything about your life in Japan?

Before the war and after the war, there is so much difference. It was a bad
time. . .everything was bad and it was not pleasant to live in Japan at that
time.

Yes, I've talked to some people and they said they just starved for a while.

Yes.

They tell me Japanese would say to them, '"You're an American."

Thatls righty® thatls rioht;

Did anybody say that to you?

Yes. Same thing. Even though I was raised in Japan. I knew a lot of people,
but they tried to segregate me. . .They can't point at me directly, but be-
hind they did that. . .But the social standing of my family was a little bit
higher that other people, so I could take it and say to myself, '"So what?"

I don't mind so much.

Then how did you come back to the United States? After 15 years in Japan?
Well, I tried to regain citizenship back.

Yes, right

Otherwise You can't come back here.

How was it that you dicided to come back?

Well, you regret what you did. What you went through.

Where did you work when you came back to the United States?

I worked as a gardener. We had a Japanese landscaper, you know.

You came right from Japan to St. Louis?

Yes, because my wife was here.

Had you been separated for 15 years?

No, for seven years. No, my wife and kid came back here first.!

See interview with Mrs. Iida.
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And even when I applied for regaining my citizenship back, they don't give

it back right away. . . They hold me back.

Oh you poor man.

What can you do?

And so you've been working as a gardener?

Yesh ithatlshrisht.

I gather that youj;ve done pretty well then?

Well? No. No. Not much to speak of. But I made a living anyway.

As you look back on all these experiences, which would you say has affected
you the most deeply?

In what way?

Is there any experience that keeps coming back to you?

Well, the one thing I can say. . .when I came back here first in 1937, when

I was going to school, I was with a Caucasian family in Los Angeles, and they
did help me quite a bit. I tried to learn the English and they tried to teach
me; but I'm not a good student. So I can't even speak very well up to now.
But they were nice to me. . . . All this time, I try to keep up the correspon-
dence. Even if I don't write, I try to send Christmas cards anyway.

In this world not everybody bad. Some people are good. (I had expected to
close the interview at this point, but Mr. Iida proceeded to tell me more

about the resegregationists.)

(On January 15, 1982 I talked to Mr. Iida again, and again, he began to criticize

the Resegregation Groups.)

RI:

To make noise or fighting - all that doesn't made sense. . .Sometime, even
though you were in same group, somthing you don't like you have to say some-

thinoi—atIWdon Stitike dte

There's a wonderful saying: "The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil

is for good people to do nothing.

Oh boy, that. . . (laughs appreciatively).
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There's something I would like your opinion because you've been to Japan and
you know it well T felt that a lot of the people in the Hokoku and the Hoshi-
dan - they were kind of desperate. A Japanese from Japan told me last year
that in Japan, if a person immigrates to America and stays there - then the
Japanese people often regard that person as an outsider.
Yes. That's true.
And T sometimes wonder if these desperate people really knew this, and, like
little children, they were trying to make enough noise so that they would be
recognized in Japan.
That's right. There was a rumor going on something like that at that time too.
If you do that, the Japanese government going to recognize you and all that stuff.
That was going on at that time. If you go back (to Japan) to live among them,
they kind of shy away.

Let me say this though. When I went back I had a big house and I had
good property and then even though they did that, I didn't felt it directly.
But my wife did. . . Once in a while she used to tell me about it. But I thought

nothing of it because I grew up among them, see?

We began to discuss the Hokoku again and Mr. Iida said:

I didn't like it, making noise. You don't have to make noise!

. And you know especially I felt when I was in Japan and those Communist
people did the same thing.
I don't understand.

Those Wash sho you know, that stuff, they march and then they wash sho, wash

sho you know that? . . . They did the same way in Japan when Communist did
protest of something like that, demonstration, you know. I felt awfully aw-

fully funny about it. . . I felt that among that group (the Resegregationists)
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1 . l
there was some Communist people . . . I begin to wonder at that time. But

I didn't like that.

It's very sad. But it's important to get as clear a picture as possible, I
think. That's why I talk to the Japanese.

Well, I see myself —— I'm not covering up for myself. I was one bad boy, I
suppose. But things went on like that. . .almost like drift, wood drift on
river. If I recall back, I did a lot of foolish things. I see now, but too

late to think about it. But that's the way it was.

1When I was at Tule Lake, I found that being called a Communist was worse

than being called an inu (informer). It was the ultimate insult.
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We remained in Japaw until he fiwished high seheel, (I was teld oy a

mutual aequaiwntanee that nis family im Japar wss wealthy and of high status.)
D 1937

H= returned te the United States w3897 te finish his educatien, But he

had diffieunlty l=arning Knglish aud when his fuwds ran sut he was ebliged

o B

kmxux® te werk im a fruit erehard., He teld me that hé\ﬁnt~wied te ro

baek te Japan, sut the war ereske eut and he was unakle te de se,
He was evacuat~d te the Rehwer Assemsly Center and at Rworecxioe
Rohwer he wmarried a Nisei, Wphen I asked him abeut the Military Registratien
he respended:
Oh, at that time, ., all kined ef rumer going and . . .Japan educated
like me ecan't ge sutside and they restrieted, Peesle like me are
uawanted, Anpd I never theurht aseut lryal/ﬁisleyal te the eeuntry, I
theught nething ef it until they asked me, And then everything fellewed
Xx in line, and T decide,
Tule Lake Mr., Iida werked iae the caviudt shes, "I try te learm
that teekhnique, sut I'm net a earsenter." He alse jeined the Sekeku
Beinen dan, but whem T asked him if pe went sut and exercised in the

merning, he teld me: i

Be IR
Yes. Onee in a while, Wash she! Ttxxhxiwx Wash sho![ You knew,

at that time I wasn't feeling tee geed , , I had an eseratien fer
hernia. Se, ence in a while I ge¢ out, sut I wasu't deinf tee

muet, I was kiad eof weak at that time,

Mr. Iida eegan spentaneusly te tell me akmkx abent the

Resegresationists:
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. . among them there was Logical ones, and dumb ones, smart ones, and on that occasion
even though T belonged to the group, I didn't Like the way Zthey were doing+and one

Zime thateone 0f the newsfetters, I wrote an article, you know, that things going too
much that T don't Like, you know. For instance, they read the newspaper, Listen Zo
“the B shont-waved nadio, and those war nesults, so-called war nesults, and all that
stuff, and fjoining in (that shouting?) everyday, 1 didn'zt Like those kind of news

went around you know. And T wiote an article, I want Zo express myself. fhoth countrie:
f{ighting bloody, doing bloody, §ighting and then they (the resegregationisis) are
cussing each othern. "I you want to go back to Japan, if you don't want to go back %o
Japan and stay hetre,.you don't have Zo argue about i1, I-said-to-myself;—you—tnow,

\ and-mind-you-mind-and fﬁ you want to back, keep quiet ,"I said, you—kmow. I steblhave
\ that-wtLcl e ete and. onee—in-a-whileywhen Jingoall-about..Tule Take, once in-awhile,
< go.through-that-arntieke (and with that article T made a Lot of enemies among the graup.

When did yen leave Tule Lake, ean yen remember the year and month?

: Pirst tiwe that T reweunee my eitizenshis aud t aken te Santa Fe,
1
. e
New Mexice.

w ?

Yeu did remsunce yeur mitizenship?

. Yes,




2. &4
Wax: Hew did yeu ceme te de that?
Tida: Well, it was almest like fad, T mean, everyene was geinrs it, se
T did that tee, D-n.m'ln, veu k W, everyene gze te Jaean,
And them yu were sent te Santa Fe

: That's right, T thiwk we were the first sreue ef Niseis that

sept te Santa Fe

x

T 5 - . >
R. Wax: The first eeeele were sent en December 26 eor 27, ©

1.
1, The Reseprezaticuists whr ware Ahterned wers taken from their karratks

at three eor feur e'eleck Xxxikx

2 XX, If Mr. Iida was interned ia December 19Ll;, it is very likely that

ke was an effiecer o¢f ene eof the Resegregatien Grsups.,
L3 o

T '
- ~7 # )=
1., ThemxexmErxixawhnannbhinnser This sentenece seunds as if Mr, Tida was /™ ermad(

"

anta Fe Because he remsunced his citrizewshies. This eeuld net
n Se.,-¢\ Theusands ef the Nisei and Kibei remsunced their
B T akhe ot

eitizenshin Bntfeuly mewmbeers of the Resegregatien Grenps wexmximkxoowt,

tekEw-te S
e

hage be

sr , subsequently, a few Jasanese scheel teachers,were interned,

R. Tida: Yes,the 27fh, I remember that, Yes,
N

R. Waxk Hew did ysu get eut ef Santa Fe?
R. Iida: Frem Sapta Fe T went te Japan,

Hew leng were yeu there?
Pest war I stayed in Japan 15 years,

Can yeu tell me anything abeut yveur life in Jaman?
Befere the war and after war, there is se much differemnce. It
was ead tiwme, ., evervihiur was bad and it was wet sleasant te live
in Jasan at that time,
R, Wax Yes, XX T've talked te sewe peeele and they sais they
just starved fer a while,

. Tida: Yes,

R. Wax: They tell me Jaepanese wenld say te them, XX "Yeu're am Ameriean,"
R. Tida: That's right, teat's right,
-]

Wax Did anyeedy say that te yeu?

R, Tida: Yes., Same thingé, Even thoush T was raised in Jasan,




a 1ot of seesle, but thkey trid te segregate me, . . They can't eveint at

me direretly, out sehind they did tuat o« o But the sescial standing

|

Aol
se T genld !H=R

of my family was a little »it higher thaunether reczle,

Lasdbe and say teo myself, "Se what?" T den't wind se wmueh,

: i ; !

R. Wax, The wew did you come back te the United States? After 15 years in
Japan?

R. Tida: Well, I tried te regain ecitizeaushie wack,

R. Wax: Yes, rirht,
R, Tida: Otherwise veu can't geme back nere,

R. Wax: Hew was it that veu decided te come xkm baeck
R. Tida: Well, ysu regret what yeu 4id. Weat yeu went threugh.

R. Wax: Where did y-u werk whew ven eame vack te the Unit~d States?

I werked as a2 rardenar, Wa had Jaecahese landseae~r, yen knew,

R. Wax: You eame right frew Jasamn te St. Leuis?
R. Tida: Tes, s~canse wy wife was here,

R, Wax: Had yu bseen sesarated fer 15 years® 1

N

R: Tida: Ne, for sevem years, Ne, wy wife and kid eame wack here first,

1/ See interview with Mrs, Iida,

And even when T ampliecd for resriniug my citizenshis vack ,they den't

give it kaek right wxk away. .They held me back,

: Oh yen poer maw,
a: What ean ywu de?

And se kx=m yeu've been werkkng as a gardener?
: Yes, that's rignt.

I gather that yeu've dene pretty well then?
Well? Ne. Ne, Not muek te speak cf, But I mgde a living anyway.

Ag yeu leek sack sn all these experiences, which weuld yeuf say

has aff
Tida: Ta wh

ected you the mest deenly”
at wav?

Wax: Ts there anvy axmerisunce that keens cemine sack te ven?

Tida: Well, the ene thine T can gav when T eame back here first in

1937, when T was geing te sebeel, T was with a Caueassiaw family in Les
Anzeles and they did hele me quike a bit, T tried te leare the Earlisk
and they tried to teach wme; sut I'm wet a goend student,

even semal verv well ve te acw, Put they were niee te me, ,

A1l this kkmwxx,xkkmux time, T trv te keep us the cerresseideyce,




Even if T don't writem I trv te send Christmas eard anvwav,
Ia this werld mnet evervesdv wad, Sems eseelal ars sesd,
(I mad exseeted te elese the ivterview at this eeint, eut Mr, Tida preceeded

te tel1l ws mere abent the Resegragatienists, )

. Bmong them there was Logical ones, and dumb ones, smart ones, Ghd=gu.that-oeeasion
@uen though T belonged o the group, i didn't Like the way they wenre doing and one
Xime that one 05 the newslettens, 1 wrote an article, you know, that things goding Zoo
much that 1 don't Like, you know. Fon instance, theg nead the newspaper, Listen o
the (?) short-waved radio, and those wan results, so-called war nesults, and all that
stuff, and joining in 4that shouting®h everyday, Jedédiv'tmlikewbhose. kind-of-—neuws
wenteasound youw knew. And T wrote an arnticle, 1 want to express myself. .both countries
f4ghting bloody, doing bLoody, fighting and then they (the Megnegmomul are
cussing each other. ."If you want to go back to Japan, 45 you don't want to go back %o

Japan and stay here, you don't have to argue about it," 1 said, Ze-myseld, ‘g
Aol 0 e Gk mnd.zm& 24 you want to back;"keep quiet, vy said, yowmlnow. Bobl—haye

that article here and once in a while, when | T recall about. - Tuke Lake,-onee.in a-while,
- go_througiht that.g.a&w@e/émd with that a/z,the I made.a Lot 05 enemies among the graup.

-n f(/\B\.,l. NP

fawuary 15, 1982 I talked to Mr, Tida again/ and, ewee azain, he began
te eritieize the Regegregatien Greup,)
P. Tida: Te make & werise or fighting - a]l that deesu't made sense, ., , Semetime,
even ¥t though weu wers in sama srenp, semthine ven den't like yeu
Rave to ®xy say semethivwg - "I don'f like it,"
R. Wax There's a wenderful =aying: "The enly thing weeessary fer the triumeh
of avil is fer geed peenle te deo mething,"
R. Tidal Ow ey, that. .. (laughs apsresiatively),
R. Wax: There's eemethine T would like yeour esinien meeause yeu' been in Javan

and yeu knew it well, T felt that a let of the mec2le in the

Hekeku and the Heshi-dan - they were kind of deaserate,

Jasanese from fxwm Javan teld me last year that iw Jaean, if

a eerson immisrates te Ameriean and stays there - then the

Ex Japanese seeel often regard that eersen as an entgider,
Yes, That's true.

Aed I sowetimes wonder if these deserate sesele reallv kunew this

’
and, like little ehildren, they were tryinz te make epsurb neise
a® that they would se recesgwized in Japan,

R. Iida: That's riesht. There was a rumer eecine ew scmethine 1ike




P ﬁsd
that time tee, If veun de that, the Japanese gevermment geine te
reecegnize yeu and all that stuff, That was dwkx reine en at that time,
Ixkikak , , If yen go back (te Jaman) te live ameng thenm, they kine
of xppomxy segregate yeu. It's a fumwy way ef saying, but they kind
of shy xwuxky away.
Let me say this theugh, When I weut waek I had a bez heuse and I
had geed sreserty and them even theusgh they did that, I didn't felt
directly. Butbt wmy wife did, , . Onee in a while she used te tell me
akeut 1t., But I theught nmething eof it seesuse I grew up ameng them, see?
We began te diseuss the Hekoku agaiw and Mr, Tida said:
didn't like it, makiez meise, Yen den't have te make neise!
And yeu know especially I felt when I was iu Jamsawn and these
Cemmunist seesle did the same thing.
. Wax: T den't understand,
These Wash she ven knew, that stuff, they maren and then they
wash she, wash she, yen knew that? , . They did the same wagy in Japan

when Cemmunist did sresest or semething like hat, demenstratien,

yeu knew, I felt awfully awfully fumny abeut it . ., ., I felt that
ameng that grrus (the Resegregaticwists) there was some Communi st

T

peesle, , . I begin te wender at that kkkwe time, But I disn't

like that,

l, When T was weeking in Tule Lake, T feuna that beingr ealled
3 ) -

a Cemmunist was werse tham being ealled an imu (infermer),

It was the ultimgte insult,

R, Wax: Tt's very sad. PRut it's imsertant te =eat as elear a sicture as
aassibln’ T think, That's why I talk te the Jamane

R. Tida: Well, T see myszelf —- I'm met eevaring us for f wyself, I was ene

kad bey, I suspese, But thiegs went ow 14%t that, . almest like

/

drift, weed drift em river, If I reeall back, I did a let ef

feelish thinrs I sea wew, But Xk tee late teo think abeut it.
L ]




But that's the wav it was,
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I was told by a mutual acquaintance that Mr. Xhdmgm Iida's family

in Japan was wealthy and of high status. He himself told me that

Lot e
he ﬂu?‘olanning to return to Japan just before the war broke out,
: renounced his citizenship,
Ht Tule Lake he was a member of the Hokoku Seinen-dan,/was interned

by the Department of Justice in Decemher of 194Li. Early in 1946, he
and xx his wikm wife (who did not rencunce her citizenship),r=EG8666G€6
dapawxx were taken to Japan.
WirexnEninkexukaxatnitné nEndidnantnencowchbatnbac hadf demmpakxk
kzaxnanxaxpahnhabtaennnina
O - W o
After we had told me that he had been "taken to Banta Fe", I
asked him: "How did yocu get out of Sahta Fe?" He responded:
From Santa Fe I went to Japan.
How long were you there?
Post war I stayed in Japan 15 years.
You are the first person TB@8 I've talked to who's had this
experience. Cany ycu tell me anything about your life in Japan?
Well, of course, kxfmexxk before the war and after war, there is
so much difference. . It was bgd time. . everything was x bad and
it was not pleasant to live in Japan at that time.
RW: Some people have told me they just starved for a while,
Yes,
And, they tell me, the Xapanaamanwn Japanese would say to them:
"Your're an American,"
RI: That's right, that's right, in between, yes.
RW: Did anybody say that to you?
RI: Yes. Same thing., Even though I was raised in I¥¥K Japan. I know a
lot of people, but they try to segregate me.. . Thew can't point at
me directly, but behind, they did that. But those kind of stuff I

didn't care toc much because I was raised in that town.. .The social




) in
standing of my family was a little bit higher than other peonle, so
L 3 na " 2 n T & 1t
I could tfiake it and say to wmyself, "So wuat.& yowstenow I don't

ux mind so much.

®W: Then how did you come back to the United Sta After 15

years in Japan.
Well, I tried to. regain thne citizenship back. . Otherwise you

can't come here. .+ o And even when I applied for regaining my

1

Eikimxxx citizenshin back, they don't give it back right away.

]

SyxmexkeExkxx/no formal educatkon, Mr. Keéé%mi‘nas worked as a gardener ever

Having , [f you think back on your
sincahis return to the United States. /I asked hims:XTEEGKENXXZEXX KHAX XFHAXKAXKAX X Ko
liftime, do yocu feel that the camp experience helped you or that it sort of
WEPRABBBE G RY AR AR PR $HE R B AR R IR REHABHE GR A BB TR AR Bl F 8 PR

~fuun S lmwbw you or handicalled you?"

#h#4A%H#¥ He responded:

In a way, what I went through, I mean, camp life. . why, after the
s ) : ;

war isover, the experience something help me. . I can kakepgr

take more pressure than before.. Besides, I went to Imar Japan =-

a lot of things I never think before., I mean experience-wise .

And so you are sbronger than before. Of course ycu get aged, you

get more experience. But really, that camp life was something al-

together different experience.

Do you feelithat you've had tc work especiakly hard in ycur life

in order to maked up for the years you spent in camp?

I think so, yes.
In what way?

Well, one thing, I stay away from politics. .. The newspapers or
media, even though I see, I try nct to pay attention to the

politics and those kind of activity. And more - I got interested

1. Subsequently, Mrs. Iida tole me that she and her son had returned to the
United States in 1953 to join her family. MexnI¥adaxwxexnzbnparnibbednn
EXX KL RX KK KHEXARIKEAXSEXX Since he had renounced his American citizenship,
Mr. Iida was nct permitted to return to the United Statesy until 1960,

nature. And I feel that sometime you can't trust the people, but

I can trust the nature. I'm workkng in landscape, you know. Anyway,




nature responds to you if jy treat them good. . I got more feeling .

+ « it's hard to say. But anyway - I got interested in nature
mcre than importance cof people,

Tido-
At the end of cur second talk, Mr. Kobswm told me:

Well, I myself, I'm nct govering up for myself. I was cne
bad boy, I suppose. But things went on like that, you can't help,

almost like drift, wood drift on river, vou know. I did a lot
b 3

of foolish things, I see n«w,(but-ix too late to think about

its But that's the way it was.




