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RALPH IIDA 

December 13, 1981

Mr. Iida was born in California in 1919. His parent s returned to Japan when 

he was a small child, and he remained in Japan unti l he finished high school. (I 

was told by a mutual acquaintance that his family i n Japan was wealthy and of high 

status) In 1937, he returned to the United States t o finish his education. But 

he had difficulty learning English and when his fun ds ran out he was obliged to 

work in a fruit orchard. He told me that he had int ended to go back to Japan, t>ut 

the war broke out and he was unable to do so.

He was evacuated to the Rohwer Assembly Center and at Rohwer he married a 

Nisei. When I asked him about the Military Registra tion he responded:

Oh, at that time. . .all kind of rumor going and . . .Japan educated like 

me can’t go outside and they restricted. People lik e me are unwanted.

And I never thought about loyal/disloyal to the cou ntry. I thought 

nothing of it until they asked me. And then everyth ing followed in line, 

and I decide.

At Tule Lake, Mr. Iida worked in the cabinet shop, "I try to learn that tech�

nique, but I'm not a carpenter.” He also joined the  Sokoku Beinen dan, but 

when I asked him if he went out and exercised in th e morning, he told me:

Yes. Once in a while. Wash sho! Wash sho! (Hip! Hip !) You know, at 

that time I wasn't feeling to good. . .1 had an ope ration for hernia.

So, once in a while I go out, but I wasn't doing to o much. I was kind 

of weak at that time.

Mr. Iida began spontaneously to tell me about the R esegregationists:

RI: . . . among them there was logical ones, and du mb ones, smart ones, and on

that occasion even though I belonged to the group, I didn't like the way they 

were doing. And one time one of the newsletters, I wrote an article, you know 

that things going too much that I don't like, you k now. For instance, they
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read the newspaper, listen to the short-waved radio , and those war results, 

so-called war results, and all that stuff, and join ing in (that shouting?) 

everyday, I didn’t like those kind of news went aro und you know. And I wrote 

an article, I want to express myself. Both countrie s fighting bloody, doing 

bloody, fighting and then they (the resegregationis ts) are cussing each other. 

"If you want to go back to Japan, if you don't want  to go back to Japan and 

stay here. . . you don't have to argue about it. . .If you want to back, keep 

quiet," I said. And with that article I made a lot of enemies among the group. 

RW: When did you leave Tule Lake, can you remember the year and month?

RI: First time that I renounce my citizenship and t aken to Santa Fe, New Mexico.^

RW: You did renounce your citizenship?

RI: Yes.

RW: How did you come to do that?

RI: Well, it was almost like fad. I mean, everyone was doing it, so I did that 

too. People, you know, everyone go to Japan.

RW: And then you were sent to Santa Fe?

RI: That's right. I think we were the first group o f Niseis that got sent to 

Santa Fe.

o
RW: The first people were sent on December 26 or 27 .

RI: Yes, the 27th, I remember that. Yes.

RW: How did you get out of Santa Fe?

RI: From Santa Fe I went to Japan 

RW: How long were you there?

^This sentence sounds as if Mr. Iida was interned i n Santa Fe because he re�
nounced his citizenship. This could not have been s o. At Tule Lake thousands of 
Nisei and Kibei renounced their citizenship but onl y members of the Resegregation 
Groups or, subsequently, a few Japanese school teac hers were interned.

2
If Mr. Iida was interned in December 1944, it is ve ry unlikely that he was 

an officer of one of the Resegregation Groups.
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RI: Post war, I stayed in Japan 15 years.

RW: Can you tell me anything about your life in Jap an?

RI: Before the war and after the war, there is so m uch difference. It was a bad

time. . .everything was bad and it was not pleasant  to live in Japan at that 

time.

RW: Yes, I ’ve talked to some people and they said t hey just starved for a while.

RI: Yes.

RW: They tell me Japanese would say to them, "You’r e an American."

RI: That’s right, that's right.

RW: Did anybody say that to you?

RI: Yes. Same thing. Even though I was raised in Ja pan. I knew a lot of people,

but they tried to segregate me. . .They can’t point  at me directly, but be�

hind they did that. . .But the social standing of m y family was a little bit 

higher that other people, so I could take it and sa y to myself, "So what?"

I don’t mind so much.

RW: Then how did you come back to the United States ? After 15 years in Japan?

RI: Well, I tried to regain citizenship back.

RW: Yes, right

RI: Otherwise You can’t come back here.

RW: How was it that you dicided to come back?

RI: Well, you regret what you did. What you went th rough.

RW: Where did you work when you came back to the Un ited States?

RI: I worked as a gardener. We had a Japanese lands caper, you know.

RW: You came right from Japan to St. Louis?

RI: Yes, because my wife was here.

RW: Had you been separated for 15 years?

RI: No, for seven years. No, my wife and kid came b ack here first.^

See interview with Mrs. Iida.
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And even when I applied for regaining my citizenshi p back, they don’t give 

it back right away. . . They hold me back.

RW: Oh you poor man.

RI: What can you do?

RW: And so you’ve been working as a gardener?

RI: Yes, that's right.

RW: I gather that you;ve done pretty well then?

RI: Well? No. No. Not much to speak of. But I made a living anyway.

RW: As you look back on all these experiences, whic h would you say has affected 

you the most deeply?

RI: In what way?

RW: Is there any experience that keeps coming back to you?

RI: Well, the one thing I can say. . .when I came b ack here first in 1937, when

I was going to school, I was with a Caucasian famil y in Los Angeles, and they 

did help me quite a bit. I tried to learn the Engli sh and they tried to teach 

me; but I'm not a good student. So I can’t even spe ak very well up to now.

But they were nice to me. . . . All this time, I tr y to keep up the correspon�

dence. Even if I don't write, I try to send Christm as cards anyway. . . .

In this world not everybody bad. Some people are go od. (I had expected to 

close the interview at this point, but Mr. Iida pro ceeded to tell me more 

about the resegregationists.)

(On January 15, 1982 I talked to Mr. Iida again, an d again, he began to criticize

the Resegregation Groups.)

RI: To make noise or fighting - all that doesn’t ma de sense. . .Sometime, even

though you were in same group, somthing you don't l ike you have to say some�

thing - "I don’t like it."

RW: There's a wonderful saying: "The only thing nec essary for the triumph of evil

is for good people to do nothing.

RI: Oh boy, that. . . (laughs appreciatively).
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RW: There's something I would like your opinion bec ause you've been to Japan and

you know it well I felt that a lot of the people in  the Hokoku and the Hoshi— 

dan - they were kind of desperate. A Japanese from Japan told me last year 

that in Japan, if a person immigrates to America an d stays there - then the 

Japanese people often regard that person as an outs ider.

RI: Yes. That's true.

RW: And I sometimes wonder if these desperate peopl e really knew this, and, like 

little children, they were trying to make enough no ise so that they would be 

recognized in Japan.

RI: That's right. There was a rumor going on someth ing like that at that time too.

If you do that, the Japanese government going to re cognize you and all that stuff. 

That was going on at that time. If you go back (to Japan) to live among them, 

they kind of shy away.

Let me say this though. When I went back I had a bi g house and I had

good property and then even though they did that, I  didn't felt it directly.

But my wife did. . . Once in a while she used to te ll me about it. But I thought 

nothing of it because I grew up among them, see?

We began to discuss the Hokoku again and Mr. Iida s aid:

I didn't like it, making noise. You don't have to m ake noise!

. . . And you know especially I felt when I was in Japan and those Communist

people did the same thing.

RW: I don't understand.

RI: Those Wash sho you know, that stuff, they march  and then they wash sho, wash 

sho you know that? . . . They did the same way in J apan when Communist did 

protest of something like that, demonstration, you know. I felt awfully aw^ 

fully funny about it. . . 1  felt that among that gro up (the Resegregationists)
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there was some Communist people . . .  I begin to wond er at that time. But 

I didn’t like that.

RW: It ’s very sad. But it’s important to get as cle ar a picture as possible, I

think. That’s why I talk to the Japanese.

RI: Well, I see myself —  I ’m not covering up for my self. I was one bad boy, I 

suppose. But things went on like that. . .almost li ke drift, wood drift on 

river. If I recall back, I did a lot of foolish thi ngs. I see now, but too 

late to think about it. But that’s the way it was.

^When I was at Tule Lake, I found that being called  a Communist was worse 
than being called an inu (informer). It was the ult imate insult.
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Mr. Iida was br-rn it California i* 1919« Maxâ Eisw aaaiî iixMxmlííxkánix 

nzxKkx Jttwmmtomm "AxibnifcmjimimKmmxmmMiifM»»m»wh* *É»*bmmmmb»«ÍMmm*mmmÉM 

imwfemymil His »«rents returned t» Japanj$ whet be was a small ©hila! anal 

c/ be remained i«. Japan until be finished high seh **l. (I was ttld ’»y a

mutual acquaintance that bla family in Jaran was wea lthy anal »f hifh status.)
vbU'.ltfy],

returned t» the United States feansggfrfy t» finish his education. But be

bad difficulty learning English and when bis funds ran »ut be was obliged

'4mi
±mxxsm t» w»rk in a fruit »renard. He t*>ld me that he.inte nded t» g* 

baek t® Japan, but the war brake »ut and he was unab le t© «te s».

He was evacuated t* the R»bwer Assembly Center and at  Jtmkwanckm 

R»bwer be married a Nisei* When I asked bim ab»ut th e Military Registration 

he responded:

0b, at that time. • all kind »f rume-r going and . .  .Japan educated 

like me can't g® »utside and they restricted, People  like me are 

unwanted. And I never theugbt ab»ut l»yal/disl»yal t e the country. I 

thought nothing »f it until they asked me. And then everything f»ll»wed 

ik in line, and I decide.

Wl^At  Tule Lake Mr. Iida worked in the eabinét sh»» , "I try t© lean

\ \that technique, but I'm not a carpenter." He als ® j»ined the S»k»ku

Beinen dan, but when I asked him if he weit »ut and exercised in the

mtrning, he told me: „ . , , \
w i p / )

Yes. Once in a while. Wash she! f̂arabtskmx Wash she! « Y»u know, 

at that time I wasn’t feeling t»» g»»d „  # I had an »»«ration f»r 

hernia. S», »nee in a while I ft »ut, »ut I wasn't d »infc t»» 

much. I was ki ad »f weak at that time.

Mr. Iida began spontaneusly tr tell me ak&fcx about  the 

Resegregati»nists:
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Wax? Wbet iii y u  leave  Tule Lake, eat y n  remember tie year atb me>tth?

Iiia: First time t'aat I ret&utee my eitiaetabip at b take» ta Satta Fe,

1
New Mexiea.

Wax: Yru. bid retains® y»ur xitizetship?

Iiia • Yes*
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R. Wax: Haw «lid yeu seme to da that?

R. Iida: Well, it was almost like fad. I wean, everyone was d®in?* it, sa

I did that taa. Peaale, you knew, everyone go ta Jaa an.

R. Wax. A ad then y  u were sent ta Santa Fe$ 0

R. Iida: That's right. I think we were the first’gr oup af Niseis that

gat seat ta Santa Fe.

R. Wax: The first aeaale were sent an December 26 *r  .27. ■— -

2 XI. If Mr. Iida was interned in December 19hk,  it is very likely that 

he was an officer af ane af the Resegregatian Grauos.

1. ThxmM*x*xrxnxnwhh«hnth»»nian This sentence sound s as if Mr. Iida was ifK-

tnjgsr-te Santa Fe because he renaunced his citizens hip. This cauld not 
base been "fhausands ef the Nisei and li.bei renaun ced their

eitizenshio but^anly members af the Resegregatian Gr auos woxoxtofcxKJMDi:.

ar , subsequently, a few Jaaanese schaal teachers^we re interned.

R. Iida: Yes,the 27^h, I remember that. Yes.

R. WaxL Haw did yau get aut af Santa Fe?
R. Iida: Fr©m Santa Fe I went ta Japan.

R: Wax: Haw lang were yau there?
R. Iida: Past war I stayed in Juan l£ years.

R. Wax: Can yau tell me anything abaut yaur life in Jaaan?

R. Iida: Before the war and after war, there is sa m uch' difference. It
1 . w • r ' J - J - r

was bad time. • everything was bad and it was nat al easant ta live
f r" 4  *• - tfe V» 5 j J  - ‘ \y : j w. W hr . '-•* v.- v v' / * j r

in Jaaan at that time.

R, Wax Yes, TEE I ’ve talked ta same aeaale and they said they 
just starved far a while.

I. Iida: Yes.

R. Wax: They tell me Japanese would say ta them, M X  "Yau’re an American." 
R. Iida: That's right, that's right.

R. Wax Did anybody say that ta yau?

Yes. Same thing .̂ Even though I was raised in Jaaan .R. Iida: I knvw



a l@t «f eeeele, but they trid t® segregate me. . . They can't ®eint a t

me dirretly, but behind tkey bib that. • • But tke steaal standing 

pf my family was a little bit higher tbaneth*r «et»le, se I ceuld � �

taiamt »e and say t® myself, "St what?” I den’t min d se musk.

(r/V
Rl Wax. T@eKta®w bib you e@me back t© tke United States? After 15 years in 

Japan?

S. Ilba: Well, I trieb t» regain citizenship back.

R. Wax: Yes, right.
F. Iiba: Otherwise vpu  can’t seme back here.

R. Wax: Hpw was it that yeu decided te etme kxk*: bask 
R. Iiba: Well, you regret what you bib. What you went through.

R. Wax: Where bib y  u W®rk when you earn© back t® the ¡United States?
I worked as a gardener, W© had Jaeabese landspapcr, yeu kn>rw.

R. Wax: You same right frrm Jaean tt St. Louis?
R. Iiba: Yes, beeai.se my wife was here,

R, Wax: Hab you bee* separated f<*r years? 1
R: Iiba: Ne, fer save* years. Ne, my wife and kid came back here first.

1/ See interview with Fra. liba.

Alb even when I aeelied f®r regaining my citizenshi p bsekythey den't 
give it back right sock away. .They htld me back.

R. Wax: Oh yen peer man.
R. liba: What eat yiu be9

R. W. And se txxx ytu’ve been werkfcng as a gardener ?
RL libs: Yes, that’s right.

R. W. And I gather that yeu've bene pretty well then ?
R. liba: Well? Ne. Ne. N®t mueh t® speak ©f. But I m ade a living anyway.

R. Wax : As y eu leek hack �� all these experiences, which weulb yeu/ say

has affected yeu the most beeely°
R. libe: I* what way?

R. Wax: Is th^n* any experience that keeps ceming b ack te yeu?
R. liba: Well, the ene thing I can say . . when I e arn© back bere first in

1937, when I was gei«g te seheel, I was with a Caucasian family in Les

Angeles and they bib help me quite a bit. I trieb te learn the Englis h

and they tried te teach me; but I ’m net a geed stud ent. Se I can’t

even sneak very well ue to nrw. Fut they were nice te  me, . . .  

All this kxsoaxx.xkxæssx time, T try te keep u p  the e erres*® M e  nee.
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X,Ten if I don’t writem I try ta send Christmas sari  anyway,

. . . It this world net everyhaiy ’«ai. Same aeaalê t are g©ei.

(I had existed ta elane the interview at this aaint, laut Mr. Iida mraceedei 

ta tell me ware ahaut the  Resegregatianist*.)

 ̂ fimong them thene was ZogicaZ ones, and dumb ones, smant ones* andjw tlubt r rnryrrn 
¿even though  I belonged to the, gnoup, 1 didn't tike the way they weAe dotng and one  
time that one oj j the newsletteAS, 1 wnote an anttcZe, you know, that  things gotng too  

| much that  I don't Like, you know . Foa  instance, they Head the newspapeA, listen to  
the  (?) a ho At-waved Aadio, and thoAe wan AesultA, so-calle d wan. AesultA, and aZZ that  
&tull, and joining in4,that shoutingevenydayt  7 - ’ t Q kind ô n̂ews
MMt&g£Qimd you- kmuj. And  I WAote an anticle, I want to expAess myself. ,both c ountAies  
lighting bZoody, dotng bZoody, lighting and then th ey IthefeesegAegationistsl one  
cuAAtng each otheA, ."II you want to go back to Jap an, il you don't want to go back to  
Japan and stay heAet,uou don't have to angue about tt,"  I said* to my &&&(>, 'l̂ ê knOw,

< a&d*mindr~yaû Mtndm4M$%£ you want to backf'keep qui et¡*  I said4 ymr~kn&w. have
that anttcZe hene and once tn a white , whßn(l̂ Aecait about f*IaZe Laker<onc&JLn̂ jO*while,

- acLMmoualc that^htlnJo An*rlt uu th that antta lot ol enemies among the gnaup.

(On January l£, 1982 I talked ta Mr. Iiia again/ an d, anee again, he began 

ta criticize the Resegre gatian Graup.)

R. Iida: Ta make seise ar fighting - a l̂ that daesn’ t made »ease. , . Sametime,

R. Wax There’s a wanderful saying: ’’The aaly thing nece ssary far the triumph 

af evil ii far gaad aeeele ta da nathing.”

R. IiaaL Oh hay, that . • • (laughs apareaiatively) .

R. Wax: There’s aamething I wauld like yeur aaiaiaa be cause yau’ heea ia Jaaaa 

and yeu ka»w it well, I felt that a lat af the aee® le ia the 

Hakaku and the Hashi-ian - thay were kith af deaaerate. A 

Jaaaaese fram ixxx  Jaaaa tali me last year that i* Jaeiw, if 

-fa aersan immigrates ta Americas a ai stays there - theft the 

Ibi Japanese ae*al aftei regard that aersaa as an e utsiier.

R. Iiia: Yes. That’s true.

R. Wax: Ali I sometimes wander if these deaerate aa aale really kaew this, 

aid, like little children, they were trying ta make enaugh asine 

sa that they wauld he reeagnizei in Japan.

R. Iiia: That’s right. There wan a rumor traine an something like that at

even though ygu were in same grau®, samthing you isn’t like yau

have ta ifcay say samething - ”1 ian'E like it.”



£hat time tra,
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If yeu d© that, the Japanese gevertmeat g®ing te 

rettgaize yru and all that stuff. That was Wwxx geit» et at that time, 

Ixikxxk , , If yeu ge hank (te Jaeaa) t© live amt*!» them, they kith 

•f ackpaocxy segregate yeu. It’s a fumy way ef sayin g, hut they kith 

ef shy aocxty away.

Let me say this theugh. Whet I we at haek I has' a he g heuse atd I

hah geed ereeerty and the» eve a theugh they did th at, I didt’t felt 
’ ( ■

directly. But my wifg did. , . Onee it a while she u sed t© tell me 

ahrut it. But I thought tithing ©f it hesause I grew up ameag them, see? 

We hegat te dissuss the Hekeku agait and Mr. Iida s aid:

I didt’t like it, making «else, Yeu den’t have te make se ise]

. • • At# yru knew espeeially I felt whet I was it Japan and these 

Cemmuaist eeeele did the same thia *̂

R. Wax: I det’t utderstatd,

R, Iida: These Wash she yeu knew, that stuff, they march atd thet they

waste she, wash she, yru kaew that? . . They did the same w apj  it Japan 

whet Cemmutist did erefeest ®r semething like hat, d emetstratitt, 

y*u kt-’W. I felt awfully awfully fumy aheut it . . .  I  felt that 

ameng that grrup (the Resegrsgatictists) there was seme Cemmuaist̂  

eeeele. . . I hegit te wender at that fckiarar time . But I didt’t 

like that,

1# Whet I was weekitg it Tule Lake, I yeund that tee ing ealled 

a Cemmutist was werse that heitg ealled at itu (itfe rwer).

It was the ultimate I®suit.

R. Wax: It’s very sad. But it’s imsertant te get as  elear a eieture as

©essihle  ̂ I tteiak. That’s why I talk t© the Japane se.

��� Iida: Well, I see myself —  I ’m set severing us fer f  myself. I was ©te

jLAkAy
had hey, I suepese. But things went e* Msst that. .  almost like

drift, weed drift et river. If I reeall hank, I did  a let ©f

feelish things I see tew, hut xfc tee late te think  ahnut it.9 • /
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I was told by a mutual acquaintance that Mr. Iida’s family

in Japan was wealthy and of high status. He himself told me that

Ht Tule Lake he was a member of the Hokoku Seinen-da n,/was interned 

by the Department of Justice in December of Ifijlj..  Early in 19i*6, he 

and kxl  his w£ix wife (who did not renounce her citizenship) , 

kxxxxxx were taken to Japan.

Wkaxni n± ni nxnfcexesi nkc n^nindiidnontnenowctbat nhecha d ¿xxsp &txx  

tamnxnxexpximii a fe e sin nlna

After be had told me that he had been ’’taken to Sa nta Fe”, I

RH. How long were you there?

Rji: Post war I stayed in Japan 15 years.

RH: You are the first person ¡D8C§ I ’ve talked to who’ s had this

experience. Gan^ you tell me anything about your li fe in Japan?

RI: Well, of course, bBdfonsxito before the war and after war, there is 

so much difference. • It was bad time. • everything was x bad and

it was not pleasant to live in Japan at that time.

RW: Some people have told me they just starved for a while.

RI: Yes.

RW: And, they tell me, the ¿apaneoHeniw Japanese wo uld say to them: 

"Your*re an American.’1

RI: That’s right, that’s right, in between, yes.

RW: Did anybody say that to you?

RI: Yes. Same thing. Even though I was raised in Y& &K Japan. I know a 

lot of people, but they try to segregate me, . • The y can’t point at 

me directly, but behind, they did that. But those kin d of stuff I 

didn’t care too much because I was raised in that tow n.. .The social

renounced his citizens hip,

asked him: ”Hcw did you get out of Sabta Fe?” He resp onded:

From Santa Fe I went to Japan

*
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standing of my family was a little bit higher than other people, so 

I could tyiake ^  and say to myself, «So whatTV* y ^ m o w # I don't

But mind so much. 1 .

HWi Then how did you come back to the United States ? After 15>

years in Japan.

RL. Well, I tried to-regain the citizenship back. .  Otherwise you 

can't come here. . .And even when I applied for reg aining my
■ $f:■ "f ' • Hr

xxfc±EKXx citizenship back, they «Son't give it back right away.

j

SjpmBxkKxkax/no formal education, Mr. Keiauiui has work ed as a gardener ever

^ Having If you think back on your
sincl his return to the United S t a t e s . as k ed  hirn:X! m(|[MXXeoamK^CKiiX«raMXiCo 
liftime, do you feel that the camp experience helped y ou or that it sort of
wi

b«*fcy you or handicalled you?" 
He responded;

In a way, what I went through, I mean, camp life. •  why, after the 

war î bver, the experience something help me. • I ca n 

take more pressure than before.. Besides, I went to & PCK Japan - 

a lot of things I never think before. I mean experie nce-wise •

And so you are stronger than before. Of course you get  aged, you 

get more experience. But really, that camp life was something al�

together different experience.

HW: Do you feeJthat you've had to work especially har d in your life

in order to make*! up for the years you spent in ca mp?

RIs I think so, yes.
HW: In what way?

RIs Well, one thing, I stay away from politics. •• The newspapers or

media, even though I see, I try net to pay attention to the

politics and those kind of activity. And more - I go t interested in

1. Subsequently, Mrs. Iida tole me that she and her  son had returned to the 
United States in 1953 to join her family. MnxnifciiaxtraBxnEhnpeBmfefc bBdnn 
jmiiKraXHXXHXmKKaXXXiiK Since he had renounced his American citizenship, 
Mr. Iida was not permitted to return to the United St atesyf until 1^60.

nature. And I feel that sometime you can't trust the people, but 

I can trust the nature. I'm working in landscape, you  know. Anyway,
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nature responds to you if you treat them good. . I go t more feeling 

. . it’s hard to say. But anyway - I got interested in nature 

more than importance of people.

At the end of cur second talk, Mr. IfoiieumF told m e:

Well, I myself, I ’m not covering up for myself. I w as one 

bad boy, I suppose. But things went on like that, yo u can’t help, 

almost like drift, wood drift on river, you know. I d id a lot 

of foolish things, I see ncw# t & u t t o o  late to think about 

it. But that’s the way it was.


