


m yJune 0T, 19hly AT
KAZUHIKO ITABASHI \

/ @n mid-June of 19LL, Mr. Kurihara gave me a paper, XKook kR Iy X aux

FxsmixfriEndnitxkEXHXK "Defense of the Nisei", which, he said, had beeen
: (I imreddately mailed this paper te Dr. Themas.)

written by xasnimseinfiriend an Issei fréeénd, Mr. Itabashi. /Kurinara said

that Mr. Itabashi weuld probably be willing to talk teo me. Mr. Itabashl

was 66 years old, frail, but very alert. HEmkadmnkhneenenibhdnanymnahhnadn

whex He wasa member of the Seicine ne Eg Shinto zmmEk sect.1 He had three

children, all of whem renounced their citizenship.

WraxmiincaXhizdxaxnkdrzn Ttk
T called on Mr. Itabashi on June 27, -He lived im the llanzanar section,

We had-4& long and enjoyable conversatiph

i i i '
ANTH AWNNANRLY

Mr. Itabashi lived in the Manzanar secticn and Aeal&ed/@n him on
June 27. We had a long and enfjoyable ccnversation and when I left he
asked me to come and discuss any camp matter with him whenever I chose.

He s3so said he would like tof prepare a paper for Dr. Thomas en "Tssel

Feelings Toward Japan in the War." I encouraged him to de this.47

TAEK WITH KAZUHIKO ITABASHI

Mr.'Tskunaga remarked that his daughter was becoming worried typing these things
out for him. She was afraid he would be arrested as an agitator. (He also told me
that Dr. Oﬁler had wanted him to work for him, but he refused.) Teksnaga then asked

> me if there was any matter which had taken place in camp which he could /explain to
me. I asked him about the unsuccessful election of May 22.

/1. “Seicho-No-Ie is an internationally renowned humanity-enlightened movement cr
truth movement founded in Japan by Dr. Masaharu Taniguchi in 1930 through divine
revelation, based on the sublime ideal of bringing genuine happiness to all man-
kind -- an ideal of world of happiness, gratitude, and peace -- not a mere vicionary
Utopia but the manifestation here on this earth of a home of infinite unfoldment ;
brimming with abundant life and creation." (Contemporary Religions in Japan, iV
No. 3 (September 1963) pp. 212-229.) s o)
Literally Seicho No Ie means "house of growth". Locsely it may be translated
as "The Home of Infinite Wisdom and Abundance." /7
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Non-nomination of Representatives:

That's very simple. Every time the Administration asked the camp residents to
elect representatives. The ftyst we sent out, they were all put in the stockade.
| They /WRa,/ were denowncing them that they were not representative of camp opinion.
So they sent out the next one (Second Negotiating Committee). Then negotzattons
were going on. Then the Administration say, "You don't represent camp opinion either.'
They sent them to the stockade again. Then there were no representatives. Then the
supervisors in the divisions voted as representatives for the time being until the
situation cleared up.

Then in May, the Administration formally requested the camp people to elect
representatives. Everybodys' opinion was, "What's the use?" "Every time we send a

| representative, they are arrested. If we make more representatives, they will only
: put more people in the stockade." Everybody said, "What the heck! We don't want
to send anymore people to the stockade."

Administrative Policy:

Another impression we received soon after we arrived here. The Administrative
{ policy seems to be to make us fight among ourselves and then control the camp. Of
eourse we adnit that there are a handful of fanatie patriots and they think that to
fight against the Administration is real patriotic. But that's only a handful of
people. They agitate all the time and the simple minded people think they are right.
That'’s the only trouble in the camp all right. Their (the Administration's) first
biggest mistake is that they think we're all traitors or criminals.

If the Administration really wishes to have representatives they can have them.
Any trouble that happens in this camp or any other camp always starts by the Adminis-
tration trying to grab something. Even at the time of the trouble in Manzanar, that
trouble was started by the Steward l, sending sugar to the nearby towns,
in cooperation with a few of thf/ﬁzgizzzieZho were taking care of the kitchen. Then
the newspapers said the trouble(started when the Japanese celebrated Pearl Harbor.

73 "“\7(_5/"« -~
Co—op:

The information I get from all over say that there are a few of the managers
of the Co-op who have a close relationship with the WRA officials. They are getting
graft out of the Co-op (both Appointed Personnel and evacuees). The first thing I
heard when I came to this camp was, "If you say anything against the Co-op here
you'll be arrested.” As long as the Co-op is carried on this way, some day another
big trouble will happen.

Talk with Mr. Provinse, WRA Chief of Community Services:

When Mpr. Provinse was here he asked me how to keep the camp in peace. I said
that was very simple. There's only one way. Give them fair treatment. The Japanese,
when they think they are treated right, they are always so grateful. They are in-
spired by fairness, especially at a time like this. But when they think they are
mistreated, they resist, even if they know they will be crushed if they resist, as
the Japanese soldier on the battlefield.

Of course, there are a handful of incorrigible people. I myself am for it
that they be sent away. But if I said so in camp, I would be killed.




June 27, 19L4h. Itabashi, 3.

7 Mr. Itabashi gave me a copy of another article he had written, entitled,
"Give us segregees a Rxkx fair treatment." ¥i& le told me that he had ximx

Xkxkxx¥ sent it to Mr. Best who, he said, had passed km it on kx® to Eili}on
probably
Myer. (It did net eccur to me at this time that Mr, Best was/ aslvbveds:
and support ¢
attempting to get the co-operation/of xmm rqunsible and respected men

whe might assist him in xX@wkx alleviating the pekikioxhxagpakiyx prevailing

A
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politicalhapathy.) In any case, I am including Mr. Itabashi's article in

his case histery, since xtmphmemmawmmwxIxtyx=, I think, it reflects the

view of manyé& of the mature residents.-z

Our First Impression:

Before we segregees left Manzanar, we had been told by the WRA officials there
that we would be treated fairly at Tule Lake Segregation Camp according to the in-
ternational agreements. When we arrived here at the end of February, 1944, however, ﬂ
we found everything contrary to our expectation. \
J

The very first impression we received after our arrival here, was that we were
being looked upon as traitors or criminals to be deported. The food was so abominable
and scanty, and every one was losing weight (though it has improved recently).

(Note: Mr. Takmmega arrived in Tule in the middle of February, when, I have been
told, the food had already improved a great deal.) Clothing allowances and financial
aids were given us grudgingly after a long delay. When clothing allowance and
financial aid were given us, the officials seemed as though they were always looking
for some excuses not to give us what we believe were entitled to. When we made pro-
tests against what appeared to be unfair, we were often told, "This is a segregation
camp and is different from other centers."

Americans in Japan Treated Fairly:

According to the testimonies at Manzanar by the three Americans at three different
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occasions who returned from Japan on the exchange boat, they were given about the
same kind or a little better food in the camp than they used to have outside be-
fore the war in Japan, and they never have been pushed around.

Give All of Us Jobs:

Work is absolutely necessary for anyone for both financial reasons and parti-
cularly health reasons. American war prisoners in Japan, according to a news re-
porter, are made to work for a few hours every day for their health and they are
paid for it.

There are approximately ten thousand employable persons in this camp, I am
informed, and only about five thousand of them are employed at present. I request
Administration Officials to increase jobs as soon as possible to employ all the
persons who are willing to work. If, however, it is impossible to create jobs soon
enough, then let ten thousand people work half a day every day or five thousand
people work every other week, excepting the cooks in the mess halls and job super-
visors. This is the most important problem to be taken up immediately and solved
satisfactorily for the maintenance of the welfare of the camp residents.

Why Does the Project Director Hide Himself?:

Needless to say, when one meets a stranger and keep an intimate contact with
him, he cannot only avoid misunderstanding between them, but also create a friendly
feeling even when unhappy thing happens.

How can one expect to be advised correctly of the camp situation by depending
entirely on his subordinate for information when the Director makes an important
decision on a camp problem. The necessity of Director's making direct contact with
the residents was fully proven at the time of Okamoto incident a few weeks ago.
When the news of Okamoto incident spread all over the camp, the tension of the
people was so high that anything might have happened at any moment. But when the
Director made a sympathetic announcement regarding the incident, the tension was
much eased and when he made a sincere speech expressing deep sorrow over the inci-
dent at the funeral service, the tension of the people was still more eased, and
saved the camp from another fearful commotion.

I have often heard block managers complaining, "We have no way to present to
the Director our suggestions and requests; they are always either crushed in the
hands of his subordinates or pigeon-holed on the way to him."

- My advice to the Director is to show up himself at the block managers' meeting
at least once every week and keep direct contact with the representatives of all
the residents and exchange views with them. This is the only way to avoid misunder-
standing, create friendly feeling, and save the camp from any further trouble.

Abolish Sales Taxes in the Camp:

I cannot see fairness in collecting State Sales Taxes from the camp residents
who are deprived of normal livelihood and confined in this camp guarded by the
U.S. Army. Are Americans in concentration camps in Japan paying taxes over there?
I cannot even imagine such absurdity being practiced over there. Collection of
Sales Taxes in the camp should be abolished at once, and the taxes already paid
should be refunded to the residents, the payees.
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Open the Hospital to Visgtors:

When one becomes ill in this camp and is sent to the hospital, wife, husband or
children are allowed to visit the patient only once a week on Sunday for about ten
minutes, and are absolutely not allowed any other time during the week to visit any-
one. We cannot understand why such an inhuman attitude is taken on the part of the
Hospital and the Administration authorities. Welcome visitors at least one hour
every day as is allowed at Manzanar and so not invite indignation of the people which
are avoidable if proper steps are taken.

Is This Center Different from Other Centers?:

We are not criminals nor traitors. The first impression we had when we entered
this camp was that we were being treated as traitors or criminals. But we Isseis
are simply wishing to return to our old homes, the Niseis who were disappointed at
the treatment they received from the American public since the war broke out are
following broken-heartedly their parents.

There may be some of narrow minded fanatics and growlers so unruly, but the
majority of us hope to live in peace and pray there not be any violence and turmoil
in the camp until the day of our departure to Japan.

Both America and Japan claim final victory is theirs in this war. No matter
how the war may be brought to an end after a bitter and bloody struggle, however, it
is certain that neither side can exterminate other nation to the last man; and
sooner or later we all shall have to live in peace as our Creator intended to.

The first question we would be asked when we arrive in the old country is, "How
were you treated at the segregation camp?" Let us have a sentiment of gratefulness
to the Government of the United States for its fairness and decency when we will
have to answer the above question. Our answers will have a strong bearing upon the
relationship between the two countries when diplomatic connections are re-established
after the war. "Give us segregees a fair treatment."
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TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI

7 Six days after my first talk with Mr. Itabashi, Mr. Nema, the General
Manager of théFo-ooeraive Enterprises was murdered. Feor several weeks
agter the murder I did not xwkEx go inte the "evacuee section" te interview
respondents. Mr. Itabashi was the third respencdent Xmmmbtednong ceactce
on whem I called. He began talking as soen as I entered and I did net

interrupt. 7

Rumor of Dividing Camp into Three Groups:

There is a rumor that the Administration is trying to divide the camp into three
groups. Mr. Best asked my opinion about it. He said this camp is too large to be
controlled wnder the same Administration.. So I told him, "No matter how big the
camp may be, if the policy of the Administration is based upon justice it can be con-
trolled. Even if it is divided into three or a dozen groups, if the Administration
plays monkey-business no peace will be established.”

Of course, everyone who came to this camp wished to go to Japan. Maybe, some,
if Japan loses, say they do not wish to go back, but that would be very few. But
of course I wish that the few who answered Yes to that question would leave.

But in the other camps we lived with some extremely pro-American and pro-Japanese
, people. Then we lived at peace as long as they didn't spy on each other. HaEsn:
| Even-Mr-~FoKUNdgd thas~thewinu. Seammis

Do you know how the Manzanar trouble happened? In Manzanar everyone who entered
the camp have known that they couldn't do anything until the war is over. We wish to
live in peace till the end of the war. As we see in any community there are always
a few self-centered people, trying to make money in the camp, in a fair or unfair way.

I wonder if it's really true that Mr. Heh, the project director of Manzanar

%

cheated 200,000 dollars out of the WRA funds\and went to Mexico and was finally arvested.

But when the head was like that you can imagine|what his subordinates are like.

40
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Then the steward of the camp was cooperating to cheat out the sugar of the camp.
There were about a dozen Japanese in the group. That was the first cause of the
trouble. They were the so-called inu.

First was a meeting in the center of camp to impeach the WRA officials. Then
they demanded to petition the director and went to the Administration building in a
btnggoup. A dozen representatives of the mass meeting were in the Administration
building and the rest of the people were outside. The representatives requested to
ngple to keep quiet, but, when mass psychology, thz soldiers came with guns and tear
gas.

That was what really happened. The newspapers said it was the Japanese cele-
brating the 1st anniversary- of Pearl Harbor. That really made the Nisei mad.

L—By this time I thought it would not be impolite to ithmmmphmwmﬁh
ask Mr, Itabashi w few questions about the current dumbmmmbad disturbed

situation in the camp. I asked him what he thought bf the new
Co-op Board._7 _

New Co-op Board:

The people feel it's better than it used to be. They will have a hard time,
though, trying to make the whole camp understand. The Co-op is the biggest source
of trouble. ' N\\\

Resignation of Internal Security:

The first trouble was that the camp residents suspected them that they are
spies of the Administration. That was the main reason the police couldn't get the
cooperation of the residents. And also there were the gambling groups who were pro-
tected by the police. ' ;

Fanatics:

In this camp no really able man will show his face because so many narrow minded
fanatics are in camp that you can't honestly cooperate with these fanatics. Even
your safety cannot be guaranteed.

N A

AN dd O, INIUW
Hitomi's.Death:

I have not heard a single man say, "I'm sorry he's dead.” When Okamoto was
shot to death the whole camp closed dowm all entertainment, even small parties in homes.

tial -
) : . i |
Administrative Pollcyzi_ﬁv {rlﬂ”ﬁx‘bg

Anyway, the Administration is trying to make the Japanese in eamp fight each
other and control (by that means). So far (in the past) when a man was put into the
stockade they didn't say why. But now they ask this man in the stockade, "You know
so and so? Is he your friend or your enemy?" If he says he's a friend they say,
"You better be careful about him.” And then when he's sent out they say, "So and
so informed that you did this and that.” ;

7 I asked about the xxx rumers of rape., /.




Fixksh Itabashi, July 24, 19LL

Ay

Rumors of Rape

The bothering of girls is just rumor, I think. Of course there is a high possi-
bility that such crime could be committed when living this abnormal life. But a
friend of mine tried checking up the rumors. There is no way to prove it that there
was any such crime. I think that's a rumor made by the Administration to make people
form a police department.

Rumor of Gripsholm:

I/

About four weeks ago there was a rumor ri
was coming. I got a letter from the Spanish
wasn't the remotest possibilit
start rumors like that?

fe in camp that the exchange boat
Consul on July 12 saying that there
y of an exchange boat. Why does the Administration

Z:After ?he murqgr of Mr. Nema all of the members of the Japanese Imkxx Internal
Secueity resgigned. I asked Mr. Itabashi what chance there was of Betting
a new police force.:] i

New Internal Security E6866C

I think they'll get an Internal Security but it will take time. So far the

police department has been looked upon as Administrative agents. Now we are trying
S to get the police of this camp - our own police. We elected two officers from each

bloek in ward VIII. We have 10 blocks and 20 police officers will be elected. That
way I think we can maintain a police force.

Most of them hate to take the job but if they understand the new system I think
we can get police, One man we elected might take the job and the other refused for
personal reasons.

Arrests for Draft Evasion:

If the boys were loyal to this country people think they should be arrested.
But if the govermment tries to conscript those who said, "No", then there will be
trouble.

New Project Director:

T wish Mp. Merritt could be project director here. Of course he's an American
and he must cooperate with the Federal govervment, but if he only would try to do
what is right, we are satisfied. We realize the conditions here and don't ask too much.

Giri and Election of Representatives:

I asked Mr. Tokunaga about giri and was surprised to find that he apparently did
not know what it signified in camp. He has a definitely different view of the Novem-
ber difficulties than those people who came here in October. I wonder how far his
views are shared by other Manzanites.

[_1. Seme blecks in the center remained unpeoliced fer six menths er mere.
But every pesitien in ward VIII, the Manzanar sectien wis soon filled,
in large part by members of the undergreund Resegregatien Greup,

(See Thomas and Nishimete, p. 280.4) 7
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Of course there may be \several reasons for the failure of the election of repre-
sentatives. The first group\was rather fanatic. The majority of the people didn't
support them; they were too extreme.} When the Administration requested the second
group of representatives, they tried again and very reasonable fair minded people
were elected.

They were interned too, same as the first. Then the M.P.'s took over the whole
situation.

About a month or so ago, the Administration asked us to send a new representative
group. We had a meeting. What's the use? If we send delegates to make our suggestions,
they'll be put in the stockade. We don't want to send people into the stockade for
our sake.

We are newcomers and arve trying to keep aloof from the affairs of the past. Be-
cause of what we were informed of the past trouble, some was so extreme that we
couldn't cooperate with that.

There is still a handful of agitators. These few agitators think that by making
trouble here they're doing good for Japan. That's extremely wrong. The Japanese
government wishes us to live in peace until the end of the war.

The majority of the people here don't know the changes and progress that has
been made in Japan. In their heads they have the Japan of 40 or 50 years ago. They
don't understand the policy of Japan. They don't understand why Japan has to fight.

(Mr. Tokunaga asked me if I would buy gome paper for~him to write the article
he intends to prepare for thelstudy. I did so.)

2 A 5 { # aT g |
[ZFTrdcoa y U1 “Hak / s oy -

%8Thce Mpd” Kurihara had told e thap-Mr. Itabashi had written several
papeps onXife in the cefiter; I asked if he would care-to write some
/papers fer ihe Eyécuaﬁion and Resettlément Study,” He said.ne would and
/éskedfmgfif I "Would buy tihe‘nécessary paper for-him. T did s0.).

AUGUEST 8, 19LL

MR. ITABASHI

On August @, Mr. Itabashi made the following statement about the murder
of Mr. Noma.

/ ' : A
{ Of course, Mr. Noma was one cf

bad enough to be assassinated.
\ people in the stockade away to

) V4 Z l. Mr, Itabashi did net ceme te Tule Lake until February ef 194
and his statements abeut the Daihye Sha Kai are h‘i!ciysﬁixﬂ¥ﬁﬂ
(Themas and Nishimete (p. 379) give his date of segregaticn as
February , 19L3,which is fummxk incerrect.)/

4




Itabashi, Sept. 26, 194l
We L

SEPTEMBER 26, 19LL

TALX WITH MR. IPABASHI

£7Dn September 2l the Resegregatenists circulated a seccnd petitien,

accecmpanied by an exppanatery pamphlet, requesting the signatures eof

|
"these skxxxm whe truly desire te returm te Japan at the first opportunityf

The pamphlet stated that the greup waﬁEreparing a final list ef repatriates

and expatriates which was te be presented te "beth the American and the

Japanese gevernments.% < i s
: B e
3] e

doetnotes for September 21 and alss Themas and Nishimete, pp.

315-8.>Z

L : -
b o W
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The Resegregatienist Petition

j:," ’/{"LW& 4 :

Mr. Sokemaga, though éiving less detail, was just as strongly against the petitién
as Kurihara. He made the following cryptic remark:

It might be premature to say anything about this, but in two, three weeks @gybep
the whole incident story will be exposed in the Japanese newspaper. The dark side o]
this whole camp, only a few people know.
-~ g:-io
/1 ;L?J,-.,\ I
I asked what he meant, but Mr. Toissaga changed the subject to the lack of educa-
tion of the Japanese in America.

The common people don't know. Education in Japan progressed so fast. Tkey are
about 100% educated in Japan now. But in this country, I was surprised that the
average education (of the Japanese) was very Llow. ' ;

%y observation is this. My family is 350 years old in Japan -- clear history.

But it wasn't very wealthy. And the wnwealthy people came to this country, to make
VT 2 c Z ' ducated.
a livin uite young. They were not very well edu 7 il / %

I i;sqmore interested in studying than in making money, but the majority of peopie
were more interested in making money. Money making came first to them. But their

children - almost every one graduated from high school and many went to university.
The father and mother were ignorant wh

ile the children were highly educated. So
there was a tendency for the child to be contemptuous of the pareits.

\Z_Since mid-August the Resegregatienists had emphasized the xmwmwikik renunciatien
of xkk citizenship as an impertant part ¢f their pregram. I therefere asked Mr,

Ttabashi what he thought ef k¥t renuncyatien./
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Itabashi, Sept. 26, 194l

Renunciation of Citizenship:

My comen sense opinion is this: from the Japanese part, the right of American
citizenshzgpts already denied. So it is not necessary for them to make formal de-
elaration of denouncing it.

Japanese Radio Broadcasts:
Audy olan
I asked Mr. Tehun&ga if the rumor that the Japanese radio was broadcasting orders
that the residents of Tule Lake should make no trouble were true.

I have heard no broadcasts like that. Of course the Spanish Consul asked eight
questions.

War Situation:

I can't believe Germany will collapse. But even if Germany collapses, I don't
think that Russia will declare war on Japan.
N frea
Hizbémd Murder Solution:
Tl koada,

Mr. Eﬁhgnaga now said something that] no informant has ever said: that he believed
that it would not be long before the Hisowmi murderer was caught. He said it was being
whispered that the FBI was hot on the murderer's trail and that the murderer had been
hired to do the job by some group. The murderer was said to be an ex-convict, because
nobody else would do anything like that. The Ha i family is also supposed to know
more than it is telling, because the family members;are afraid.

A, Al (N

/In a previous conversation Mr. T&huxaga had hinted that some Japanese American

at Tule Lake was writing an account of what had "really happened" and was planning

to publish 1t;/

Nyl

7/
More on Newspaper Expose

It's his intention to.save the Tule Lake people. Only a handful of people in
camp make all the trouble. And most of the people are against it (trouble). It is
going to appear in the newspaper, column by column. But it is not going to appear,
until the man who has written it has gone out /left Tule Lake/.

LAR. o )2 4 7

Peﬁitlon;""

I asked one man, "Why did you sign the paper?" He said, "So-and-so said so-and-so,
so I signed it." They do not have any Jjudgement.

If status quo had been taken honestly, I think 75% of the people would have been
gengjyo-daha (anti-status quo). Even the young ¥ibei didn't know what was behind the
scene.

At the block manager's meeting they made a request to raise the clothing allowance
and the amount of aid given.

OCTOBER 10, 194k




FOOTNOTE, p. 12

/~f§ Mr. Kira's threat to resign his bleck managership may have been a BXk pelitical
&+ pley. See, the Breject Atterney's statemcnt,V@xxxxik Octs De 115 Nr,

Rebertsen's statement, Oct. #ieldnotes,
p. 26, and Mr. Kira's leng exolanatien, Oct. pp. 3=l 7
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TALK WITH MR. é@cA
Cr'(“ 4 f\H‘ll.A,
Called on Mr. Tekwmmega today, the man who prepared a paper for the study. After
paying him some compliments on the paper, I remarked that I had heard that the Manzanar

section had had 1,200 new signatures on the repatriation petition.

"They may have gotten them here in the Manzanar section. The people here don't
know what it was all about. The majority of them signed under intimidation or ignorance.

"T was going to tell Mr. Kurihara, 'Don't worry about it. It's not so serious as
you think.'"

(I hinted that Mr. Kurihara might be in some danger because he was trying to get
information about the intentions of the leaders of the Resegregation Group. But Mr.
Qekuanga,said, 1n a reassuring tone:) '

." & \

Akvéuﬁﬁi was top man opposzng this movement. Openly, he satd he objected. If
Kurihara tried to crawl around in the dark, he might be caught."”

(I said, "But there are dangerous men in this center...")

"Even among themselves they are not agreed. The people who signed up say, 'When
to Japan I don't want to go with this group or that group.'"

W ina
(I asked if he had heard of Mre Wakayn-a s resignation as block manager.)
AN
'%g;mgﬂma resigned the block managership to take charge of the Resegregation move-
ment. That may be the cause of big trouble. He wishes for himself to be a big shot. I
hate that type of man. Of course, if one works on something with a sincere idea, you
will respect him, but when he does it for himself, I hate them."

(I said that I thought that there were quite a few honest, sincere people working
on the Resegregation movement. Mr-VTbhEﬁaga agreed, saying 'Especially some of the
young people. ') THetnata

"Maybe I told you about a young man I talked to when I was working on Social Wel-
fare. This young man was about 22 or 23 years old and he had been on Terminal Island
and his father was interned. In 24 hours he had to evacuate and sacrifice everything
he had. He was so indignant at his treatment - so he joined the December incident in
Manzanar, because he didn't know what else to do. He was mad at the way the govermment
had treated him.

"They brought him here in October. He joined this trouble and was put in the
stockade.

"When they brought him to my office, I looked at him. He looked like an honest,
nice boy, but he had a very strained expression on his face. After he explained his
application, I talked to him about a half hour. I told him, 'I understand how you feel
- and in the meantime I appreciate your demand for wrongs to be righted. But don't try
to attain your object by violence. You're a young man. Japan's future depends on your
shoulders. Your life is too va7uable. If you make trouble in camp, it's just like
throwing tofu against a stone wall.' I really cried myself at him. He cried too. Then
he satd, 'T understand. I'll never try again to do any violence.' I told him to study
in this camp."

EQkaaegggcould not remember this young man's name.)

[ 7 .h,q_.
"To make right demands to the govermment is all right."
e SV Vi
— —FWH A
/1l. At the time Mr. Tekmmaea made this statement I did not fully understand what he was
saying. But because I knew more about the Resegregationist leaders than did he, I
was not reassured. Reading his statement today it appears that he was telling me

that Mr. Kurihara had nothing to fear if, like } i, he opposed the Resegrega-
tionists openly. Indeed, this is what Mr. V Tokuraga himself proceeded to do./




October 10, 1944 - p. 2

Department of Justice:

"I don't know. If the Administration plays too much monkey-business, we prefer
military rule. The rule is strict but they are honest. In Manzanar they felt that
way. The only difference is that we would have soldiers with bayonetes hanging around.”

Strike Threat:

"Did you hear about the stubborn people proposing a strike?"
,J,L/ PQ‘\«\

I (hopefully) said I had heard only vague rumors. But Mr. Pekamaga then said that
he had been in bed with a severe cold for two weeks and hadn't heard much. He would
tell me no more and said instead:

"The majority of people are sick of all this trouble.”

Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-dan:

"The Sokoku Kenkyu people don't know Japan. They think they are fighting for
Japan's egoistic idea. They still think Japan is fighting for Japan only. When they
go back to Japan they will say, 'We did this for the people in camp and we did that.
But the government of Japan doesn't think that way. It wishes for the people in camp
Just to live in peace and keep their health.

"I say to them: 'The Japanese govermment is not so narrow-minded as you. They
are sacrificing material wealth for the people of Asia.’

"A lot of people are disgusted at the way they (Resegregation Group) act. They
are going out of camp because of it. You know there is a Japanese proverb - Tsuno wo
tamete ushi wo Korosu. (By trying to straighten the horns of the cow, you kill it.)

So - by trying to Keep the Japanese in camp here, they are driving the Japanese out of
camp.

"Just yesterday, a woman and her daughter, 24 years old, came to see me. They
had intended to go back to Japan. But after they saw all this kind of twouole they
want to leave camp. Her mother came to me yesterday and cried all afternoon.”

Resegregation:

Resegregation means nothing when you analyse what they say. My family of five have
applied already through the Spanish ambassador to go back to Japan. So what more do
we need?

(We then discussed the changes in the Administrative personnel that a change to

the Justice Department mlghtlbrlng. Mr. ’?ehanaga was glad to hear that Black was going.)
A ardatg ek ’x.unq -

"T think his head is a\ZzttZe muddled. He talked about one hour and the point
was only that much.” (Here ‘fok#mega indicated about % inch with thumb and forefinger.)

"Even those who signed for resegregation are tired of trouble. They simply ,think
those who want to go back to Japan should live together. If we (men like @hﬁﬁéégé)
were given a chance to explatn our opinion, they would be convinced again (would swing
over). But we are not given the chance to talk.

"Some say they have 8,000 signatures, some 6,000, some 4,000. I don't believe 10,000
signed. This time, in the old camp (Tule Lake excludlng Marikanar section) nobody szgned
Even those who swgned in this block, they are ignorant or uneducated. If they are edu-
cated they are stubborn and narrow-minded. "

i ME. was the first of my respondents who indicated that he knew anything
about jthe threats mentioned by Opler and Robertson on October 4.




1k,
Oct. 15, 194, Itabashi

Zfbn the night ef Octeber 15, five days after I had talked with him, Mr.
Itabashi and twe ether elderly mmmx Issei xmkxmwx returning frem a meabhhingnn
religieus meeting were attacked by a gang ef yeung men and brutally beaten.
After ¥gm he had recevered I wrete te him, asking him wkmx te write and tell

me when I might call en him, On Nevember 1 I received the fellewing letter, /

A

yowtTaK: deted Oot. 25, 19+

= 7 .
e "1 thank ysu veyry kindiy for your lettar expressing your
7 totce Iam eslricht, end feel sz if nethiny Yeppered to e %,
. waa
¥ "The very first word T uttered richt eflter ths attsrolk Wer
/ "Bakat" RS P L L gl sttt £ 35 00 bt 50, 1 LBt

o e sk ic 8 very strers term resxicz {osl,) I rather

fes1 sorry ror thosa who stteckead ws beceuss they 43 nst krow
whag trey were colug,

“Pe¢ rest mpgursd thrt yvur cellive re wis Yol the2 csuse of the

X
i ¥ L A
atteck, and I weicome yvour ooming et ery tine, FHovmever, it misht

be west for both of us t5 weep cuict for o xttile,

Bethae ool 2 yaps .2 o oe Lébmw
'1"5-4;“\;!2. y 2 I R { hy lgttar,

Sincersly yours,

(I shall answer this letter and see what happens. I don't
4o seh
want to hold off too long in seeing Mr.:%ghuaaga, providing,

of course,that it is safe for him.»




FOOTNOTE p. 15,
)

/"1, What Mr. Kira said was: "Dai ne mushi we tasukeru niwa; she ne mushi we

keresanekereba kax=km naranu," The literal meaning is: "In erder te

help the large bugs, we must £kill the small bugs." Ikmmapgpcreorrx

Like all such sayings, ixmmnxmhmxmxaxminxmﬁmimxmxmxnnnxnxxxxx

its imolicatiens am may be varicus, 7
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164
Itabashi, Nev. 9, 19k

{ vielence, a medest group, and then Kira's vielent side.,

# On Octeber 30, a yeung man living in bleck 78 had been knifed,(See Thema
and Nishimete, p. 319.) I asked Mr. Itabashi abeut this. /

Knifing in bleck 78

e

o5

This bov's father siened the patition tut
4 \“w

\
ne's sery mi
That's why we think he was knifed,
ment torard

Ay,

(v

(In the lbtter I had written him I had asked Mr. 'f;‘ggmega

if he @ould care to tell me zkEwMk how the people in camp

felt about the war.X In answer tc this questicn, he said:)

Bvery
it's out of qus st ion bows
other CnrpSz

ht hnve
Tecoy *nie c=e
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-
l-—;
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1
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e
doubts o !

7ine So
out &

urss the Issai Jacanese in
E cugooue o the war, But ths
Pell believe Pipald vistory is thairs,

So, whot vou c22'=fence sitters, tod Ni g2iall don t wuow why the
Jerenese wear started arnd how the way future would be.,
otange their =ind cs the situsg
\athdnl,

tion ¢lynpees put tne

S35 they night
Jessi, I don't
"Some Fsa2i 9%917 hove vroverdy outside
of it hatvaf toriehe o OvEr AN
they say thsy don .

20 bagk on

« S0 they want
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the first exchzne
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came for the outside sre discusted at
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Return tc tronble :

when we oarw from Aerzsrer last Fobrusry evs rvbody suid we don'g
jovent trruble. Fut xheun W ctarted e King truuhic, t e whole ward
[ VIII eot stirred up,. i
ety of' rope oxd el
3 : . L
Speaking eof Mr,

he na‘ hiwga if un,'

Mr. Itabashi said: "He's 1ik kf&koL
3 'S i1Ke
HeismrEma teo, but not seo extreme,

mach agdlnst K
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FOOTNOTE 2, =/x®x p. 17

/ 2. Many segregants tended to blame seemingly unjust ar cruel policies er
decisiens en the lecal administraters rather than on the federal
government. Indeed, I shared this view for mest of the pericd that I

lived f in the camps. Sé€e P' "Boing Fieldwerk," p. 116, /




FOOTNOTE, P. @ (71 -

[1. Mr., Itabashi may be referring te the rumers of misftreatment of 4hs ¥
Xgexsegregees confined in the stockade, /




Itabashi, Nev. 9, 19LL

, I heard a rumor that the Japanese government said that
some Issei in this camp is good for nothing. In the first place,
when the Japanese government heard of the ircubleé&n&mﬂb!ﬂ-)-
the WRA Administration was torturing them., But the officials
thcught that socn the Japs would be beaten, so we can treat Ximmex

\‘them as we wish, ( e
5 sl
- ) e Ty P @it .

£ 1 s Ll 14 X b 3
. 3 &E CYN 2 nG il féée.’ e, INGY W ‘.'f'.’av/%
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R
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¥
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“ont to sand peonle hore . ePlhtmid e Tbahet oSt sEm Y D & el SO N T TN &
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u 1
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-

Wer Situstion:
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orvosite things fyon Jeren,

/
N\
’/

A |
i/

"The Jarersse strstsgy wse actuslty the SQ“‘G es T zrucssed. Ir June
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NOVEMBER 9, 19LhL, p. L.

Eleot ion

[ I'n very sorrv thot Roosevelt wes afwmiehew roolagted, I'11 rever beliew

{ thev crn “wot gaoen, itk Zarmeny 2ti2) £isbtine 2rd pot B any/mesng
/ ! beeten they are fiready talting ahout whet they will do with Germsay,
." i e

.
b
b
~
e
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onex @k gy December, 1L, 194 19,

/_Tbn December 8, Mr. Neyes, the Preject ikwkx Atterney, teld me that

John Burling, ef the Department eof Justice, was planning te £x summen and

talk te these leaders ef the Resegregatien Greup whe had net rencunced kmmirexx
their citizenship. On the same day, Mr. Rebsrtsem told me that there was

a rumcr in camp the seme of the Magitaters" weuld seen be "picked up",

I de net knew what was dene but I suspect that seme of the preminent

leaders ef the Resegregatingsts were called in fer interviews;Y

TALK WITH MR. ITABASHI

r ; S 3 Y. ia Rt U2t
iy Modeemmpe-vios in cocd heelth end very higin gpirits,

7 r I
o LTV VYN

hardly cedt to t841 e the vood newg:

P "I've heard WA kos ¢a11sd in 18 of the feRsorrsp
peop1e firvt thourht t“c. were arrestad Hv the ©nI, &

3 ore plcased, Rxcepting those who are ppmicrs, :3 COLYsa .
They 1ﬂnt thar to be tolern avay, Furdhsare was most olomsed o2 211,

told Mr. ekiaéga that I had heard that Mr. dakayama 1CY. VI

had not appilied {ov re“JnﬁcﬁfiodV

of citizenshipe

:ipcc %a rqﬂ‘””ar makinz suoh & trewsnoué show of his
;§§9n==>patriati~l. Tic forrot himse1f ar enough to exclainy

|"hy , tba* digty- son-of-a gun, Y thought ™ renounced itd? e long longz

/tire 00 e :
I then teld Mr. Itabashi that I had seen te it that Mr. Kira had

been "cenvinced" te reneunce his citizenship. Mr. Itabashi was

1
delightedo

Feetnete, p. 19,

J/!ﬁ /1. I had teld Jehm Burling (prebably em December 8) that Kira was a dangereus

man and had besn an ommk impertant leader ef the Resegregaticnists,

On December 12, Mr, Neyes, the Preject kktmewyyy Atterney, teld me that
(Neyes)
Burling had called Kira in, .nd that he/was full ef admlratian fer the wpq

Barling had jmix¥mst handled hln. See Fieldnetes fer Dec. 127




December 1lj, 194k Itabashi

then asked wow ths

/ tek .;'1” the i'(.f nc iat ion:

ﬂn

who were not Sckoku nembers warg
bt

/ Matnrel 1y, the youns vecp'e should be villing to reusunca, I
\ don't imve any contect with them, Thers are o lot who aro not =em?

<
i
2 i |
A3
-

R g
the Sokoku. Thev ar- lre to reudunse euytive (non<Sskoku 289D 15
They actualy '"de out aprlications last gusrer on S&sm=sn: blanks 71
thJP by the ViRA. —éﬁkdeﬂLtwﬂﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁﬁmﬁhat ~ e I TR L i G e

| § .
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the outeore w311 be, Tt will ¢
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\ 111 Lo o
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. thair b wavlye geared )0 &Y Ca 2aneal the girnn tug

not even ¢ the gs2me time they didrn ' ' 8 1!
akwy&r‘ and %aeﬁﬁ%Wﬁt A

Itabashi's Acceunt ef hew Kurihara stepped Kira

W
Li

I shonidntt
SIS,

I 5§ i e Y] Ve T

MG Ry

Zfl. In mid-Nebmber. Mr. Kurihara and I xmxmx had geed reasen te belisve
that Mr, Kira and his gang might embark em anether series eof beatings,
(See my Fieldnetes fer Nevember 9 and 13, ) But en Havember 13 I talked
te Mr. ¥wxax Kurihara abeut this and en Nevember 20, Mr. Kate, whe claimed te
be a gang Ixx leader, teld me mximt regretfully "that there wasn't geing te

be any trouble fer semes time".z




December 1L, 194, Itabashi 2.
Itabashi agreed that Kurihara wocotxwexmxxk was net likely te tell me the

full part he played and so he preceeded te ?‘.ve the fellewing acceunt:

"‘M-@- wos in Terrinal Islard bafarc the way and so was Xuribara,
| 8o Lhey know each otter for o lons tire end Xuzrihare kvrous the nersouality
i

\ of i ord thet he is aleays for hirsel? oniy. Ay
. 0
F‘K‘/\,A—» uj‘r o

\ “}:g ol

l,:new er\geryt‘nirm t\qqt ¢ \ f\,'g naanay g{\ j
cosard, And =t4171 he bregred B Aut K¢ ropt guiat o s lonw "".
n't do sy bir wirnz, Rut sines a's £allcsers had ntiacked ¥rxngnian
mranxprntfEibaix me at nizht ¥, m\ as rad ag a bulidog. g "--
B Biripliouns]” e cA™ to fe [i m~adinte A\ tba vext day and said he 3
/ going to eitrer kil1 him or bave hir ﬁrr"vtwl hepoause he knew evarvthing
what te d3id iu the mast. T/ ts1d nim t> bai q.x igt snd & wnat will

haf'acn in o month or 0. \o ) ol ‘. ™ K hales

A . - o Yo T S
"Then 8 younz boy was slakhod, And the L6719 who attacked hinm
wos DW o? thea rman who sttscwsd ma. b b b ik

K S IRP ST M hano-
KL’{ Ard than tri d to attrok K. Fs nlanmd endaty found out.

£nd theh“‘&s. 3K ‘r.i:d of alarmed, And one of tihe kolu nen, @ meAnN
f911o% ;= ha ard ore othar want to B sarly in t‘:: morainze. Joth wont
there and stayed there talk -inz dant i1l two '010@.: in t'v ofternoon.
"A..J\K‘: srid 5 them, "Imizht e n“f*c"’gi,'ﬂid i"% d but 4n the

eantime I night kill 8 coucle of you, (I dadicnts myself to tha justice
ar:l %e 1£‘ﬂrs '51’ the ca'p, That's thae only wuy we can keap tha peaca in

1} o
: APA AR AN
"ilkien Itabqshl and Amaya were attacked, I was reasy te punisn Kira.

But at the request ef Itabashi and Amaya, I withheld., But new I am
readyf.

twp MmN "ho were

N 4 ‘ g
| 7, "£1d then he told these
‘ Helmgrema. 011 that he knew about B8 snd hif rove
adey (
1

haeing s8sesauraabei ns 12 guoh & ran ag

wm * 5 )
These two men were surcriscd, \ A
; W"/éﬁ"ﬁ“‘“&.

Al
"Before th Ae xp ran uad wnid, 'As lonc as ve let
vott alore you sbhn .t mird whot hopfens in coamp,t PasliTuy 10 re wag |

‘\mndder than gadd, Then h3 012 thim €11 DHouUE '@x

_ AN ;
"gng thot WS hx*.,u‘_v or ridayv. Tha 1wzt morning '\(Qs:’?,mgﬂ,
for the resgon thet hde w \C he b

t hde wile hacdp beby ard there was a8 1ot 9% work o
do in the housa, And the born abosut our months nge,

‘\LO/\'G’V' K\ A wa‘. -
"Ever sin r&")\r“ told al1) about Wl 6 lot of vgodie, faund

08 QRL v
he wae, They ;Ofpla Sian't know {(bhelfare) end they worskbred him e
Put now they've ﬁ‘ou:;:]’;ut that he's a coward ond Juec doling evervt! «j/
for ~ublicity.

Sy P ATLe Lpsdpe Q.

[ On the night eof Octeber 30, a yeung man, whese fathrr\/had speken
Cix W oall)
against the Resegregaticnists, was sXaxk=® attacked with a knife by a

e man knewn te be a fellewer eof Mr. Klra.%’ I asked Mr. Itabashi
abcut thls._zl-'

Slashing Affair ef Octeber 30.




civan A 1U£W'SQMfenm“
Ke ¢idn't inow ‘:‘:‘.‘w.
found ong how

sfza,Ki,::ff

Z: By the end ef Nevember, the Abe-Kunitani-fada factien yadmmmmemimes
epenly began te oppese the Resegregatienists . On December 9, lMr. Kurihara,
aksenanshrangneppeanant whe alse was xkgmximx vigerously eppesing the

Resegregatienists, speke of the ¥XFH¥E "Tada bunch" and teld me that
Tada "was running the gambling heuses" in the Center, On the same day,
Mrs., Tsuchikawaxkmid mexkkak referred te Tada's "beys" as "the gamblers",
Since I kx at this time knew Xkkkiwxkww very little abeut thkmx this group,
I said that I had hears semething abeut the gamblcrq&7

Gamblers
Mr. Itabashi leeked alarmed and said: "Everybedy knows it's gcimg en, but I
den't knew anything abeut it. Even the Japa ese police department can't de
anything with the gamblers,

CHEX New Party ef Justice Being Fermed

\7

) )

Since I wos attackad there has been Lura 2 nev: carky in the
sp1r1t of justice, There are two remn why say they will dedicete
bedr lives for tha reace of the carpe Anl gsvealally beonuse thege
Sokoky roople were dastroyin® the pekce of the carp by sttacking
nnocont peopls,

Soon af'ter we werc attacksd, sven Auoue the Sokoly prople, there
were two pertiss - ors extremg and one mild. Those who were mild were
indiztand at the radicelism and both wers 'in Peud among thamsz 1voaz,

A big troubls wes loominz at that ¢ims,
\ Then arother vorty of j
\radicals were soared to Jeat!

—

ustice erpsnred. That's whv theose
9, :
o " \ '
Pha 73ﬁ35H!?vLJ‘*‘A““~ Yot hihau
(T% gave o B<#ﬁmﬁ~¢=$4%4%ﬂ inoression that K? hag starged o
T >
umbtrusive orzenizatiisn, The same dmprogsiszn was ziven re 5yXér~aaﬁwa

N R
W O, nlles
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K%AQ, %
] attacked me wire macbors|of thre M. Imma
i

to telk with bhoth Weser gend 7

I had int-rviewed in scoial nel; re when he
agsistancs, I sasked/)the HYshi-den represantative in th
1ntroduce me to both|of them on Feturdsy

’I/W‘{l ' g i & LA M*-N
AR

Tha rext(m ng three reprecentstives oare to ny pdoce ingtzad
of and < I told them ry opirisn on ho: we ghou?d

behave in this camp kinz troubls wne gsin vothinz, we only oause
suffering of the younc p 1 the women sr\l u-li"”cn, You 'f.,sai want
to.telke the youne Nise: ;i heyon Jaucan enl whiilz bsre, trein them so
they can be nf gome use., K by rakine: unrceaeonacla
dersnde or just scgitetins tiery 7hils e v, canp we ghould
adjust ourselves to this cirourcdmnce. T tsksd sbsut &n bour and a
half' s liols of trer cpu'd ansn<r uith oms werd of crstest ts ay sayinzs,
They just ssid, Yes, Yes,.

A
wt
2
-

&
<

/ Y ommodhato-

;’ A fen doys efter I cr1kd on Peckiborm myselfe T talked tws hours

] With hime I tolc him, "I'm goinm: L &g you sre but your ocinion

| eond mine don't reet on hos 26 gh camp, I can't see
mthing thst ve gain by reking o say 50 often about
the Jagamse 3pird 1*-- ourselves to
oircunstc nces 3 Ard wharn ths Tgsed rake
big troubge - thgjv are aa:ut t¥ey hardly cean t do
mueh bsd or good %o Jaran, 5 sounze I we nant tham

<" to te —')0&'1)\‘€ must educstey trer : 5 t‘-[’emi'n them dhat the rea}

| Jepansseé spirit is, Jeyan ¥os o pres the pascle of

| Lsie, 1 billion pecplo. ) suh : rengse only, ehe

might make more profit. T Jara i g the saivation of

1 billion peorie, . n they con't mske trHuble

arong themse lves, -

©

@ 2 I
Q

I

S e )
W ey
O e,

=]
Q.

O pd €1 pve E“ L 1l

W

\

He said nhot a word, sim-]y cavi
not interested in deteils. XHa
had e21led on hin heoszuss Ra
group.

I suggestcd that thsr
ettecked e “whors mermbiysg
"0 oourse, I don's
thsre ere emays
not, the runmor ic th:

“We don't do anything

. nos asked ms 40 T knen Reverens 9.
2 8 \Y/ )
z N AN,

P@o-'e in camp,sgomt o think thet ée-a( and Rupsgomi cre

n: - MEWWW

f I leard only thas t'e y're “ryinx to orrshizc
‘who simp 13 nolit &> m irraedistely to Jepon ean -

they arc oYty take the PYokolu s6 iran-dan mewm
NFGM- 3ul ctilc, f?(*i hirs€1T 12 worxink for se s

reosle,
L D\(\\ P’”"% Wﬂ(’/\‘
fﬁ £3¥ ui(jwaﬁvt‘\ﬁ‘¥l;1

v
‘

Arvy shouidn!




MARCH 17, 1945, p. 4.

they thought they (the Arry) made very unresgonahle demnnds,

Now mnat pescle say thmt “itomi wes innocant,

Most peorils saﬂbnlv the azitotors shzu'd be teken anav,

They just laushted ot Best's statement in the liswe 11 Ster,

———— AT
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A
TATX ¥ITH MORTHIZO TOTUN.Fat

Re Joocat ion
= eV SRS

1 séldom have & o-nversetion thas: days sd¥@sst in which ny

friends do nst indtiate s digoussisa of rcloostion - how it is going

to foll and exrress symesthy for the P@opie in the other osnters,

T A Y x| zO" <) 5 . o | p {‘,,-<,.’f’\a'\
&j\.wb'rm/\’/wmo exception, @M&-

"A Priend wrots fr oM TIs ing £~ :-'-crza.rr,Lto‘nintz absut 32
Jommse 1ivirz in the Boyle iie iz district, (T to1d 76 they wera
living in 2 certain Catkolic E:ui':fit.v;; on Bovle and FThittisr
with wiioh T am we+] scqua inted %) He 5243 that out of the 22 there
8ra only tuo who have not sotten stomd or 5bg:ed while 1livinz there,

i

n L 4
0f cnuyse + Y8 6En mavE sove of tire centers ¢ lose, Dernaoa fouy
or five, but te can't rush them 6l out,

Ho koku
LEpERED

I heer thst ths n'RA's ¢ tion to stey blwm ine
/ bugles Zor cre zonthe The 7 nd T d to trs rccueet,{ anid.
'_f stopred blowing The rest on use if thay stop
' biloainz bulczles tra} will lose fcce ir . 2 boys who have
. 81resdy zons to Santa Te.

K p :
%hw-mﬁ: iiife

K\
Vo ,\& 's wife vent to Chicepe to divorece har hus‘bond grd egst
8 job &g a Japa.m € longuuze school tsrcher, She didn' t te11 atyhody
Voo.dn ce-c heye, but tlet's whot she c’id.mﬁm §t8" new”

IE G ik L UEUSCRUSSPA _ NPT s A iy “Jogp.w

o
\
-

£ "Is it true tk*»ﬂt,'\m h9s T8N cent to origon for 10 yesrg?

-,

Riot in Sanuts Fe

s | haz‘d the riot in Sunta Pe gstorted wien the Ssante Te paopie
from Fawaii found out thot\i¥eteewsss nas the Brothsr of one of the big
governms nt inu in Heweil, W N~

\

Idon't thirk they'll stow bupling, The "gc‘ﬂ*-\]an and takalku«dan
sre £ hrorm ] peosle. 776 con't judsc tham zra‘mon sense ,
MWM&MMM«&%MT o rAn-evxga-llan S LT S
:,-/\ YYouwnow why they woent to po tD\oﬂﬂt" Fe ani 2ismorck? Thev &
if they ere sant t> Sents Pe thev arepur< Lkey won't e drafted rd
thsy fre sure threy'll =o huclk to Japan, "

/f»’iw
A¥"
\

LA W

hink
(I coame nted o\n ow foolieh this wag, gines there acrgnred t9 ha

almogt uo chsnoe thet tre youls renl {rom Tule wad 12 hHe dr.".;"‘#;;(’;o)

i - p ' <)y
CQ Lved e < (ot £ty Arrent I‘f"’}"":,’:":‘“j
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"The people sny, 'We uan't trust the Americon zovernment. their
1ews or oourb, we oan't truste'

"We Juparese understend thot whatever hsprens in camp the director
%11 try to solve the pr of~lenm in favor of the ro:err ente 2ut wa know

the government wants to trest us fairlyrand thet's wnet we want - only
folrress,

Welfrre Difficultics

o Only & oouple of weeks ago, Rogley tried cot to give finsncial

aid to o famivy where they hod stopped =orkirz, The wey it is, for a

girgle mwen efter they stop workil ”;/tl'« doa't §ive fimancial aid for

tvo nonths 'cecauca t government Dslisvcs h shsuld have saved enouch

to supgort ninself. ?Or 16 dollsrsit3 but for v wan witn a 2amivy,

they don't give firsrnoial aid fnor s monthe. Raglsy trisd to kesp s
man with a fam 11y and children for tus months. The whole sscial

. we lfare got rad’ (Bagley hod to give way on trnis issas "

Best €nd iLyer

"The cemp peoplé soy thet Best used to he 8 gardenayr £pp ir, ¥yar,

y \

Presidert's Deat‘n\ d"

asked me very corfidentislly 4f I thouzht the oiroumstances
of Rooseve1t's ceath w-yre Fo ertirely above guscicion, I said I

dign't ¥now,. He tren §3 d that the reople Were s inz that ha -wust

have been vpoisonsd.

(ApaARAS

‘While we had been to 1king o bnssbe1) gora was, beman dn the
fdedd Just opposite tsrrack, U3 ncked.me .3f T would mind roing

gr-uné the back of bis houss besoause of ¢11 the' p ople out thers,

o 2 : 0
woncder hox lonz it will teke 4n Tule, until fk-~Ydias down,

—{kMV} /’«Mrk}‘f/nmﬁwrw ""’""




Jamuary 5, 1945, Itabashi 23. (/2119 # A qu\é A LNy
! { \ ]

/ On December 6, Jehn Burling, representing the Departmeant ef Justice, had
arrived at Tule Lake, teo epen hearings fer persens whe wished te rencunce
their citizenship. On December 15, an uprear eccurred in Rxm bleck 5k

fomxx (where the Rescgregatienist Headquarters were lecated), during
e Lqy2ceh' i ConwmaTlos (-
which the head efAthe Resegregation Greup and a member whe had been expelled

ewxaxgeEnx fought each other with sticks. On December 17, the xmmmx

recissien of the orders excluding Jgpanese Americans frem the West Ceast
took place, and WRA alse announced
axixh¥bxbabxbuwze/ that all all relecatien prejects would be Eim=mxwxx

clesed by the end of the year (194k). ~ On December 27, seventy pmodumex

preminent members ef the twe Resegregaticnist erganizations were remeved to

e detentien camp at Santa Fe fer interament as "undesireable enemy aliens.
the detent t Santa Fe f t t "und bl y al t

(See Rmmxx Thomas avd Nishimete,

)

L
332-L,8 ¥xx In my talk with him, Mr. Itabashi referp te seme of these

Qﬁ'l
‘s

events, but his attitude tcwari them was very serene._Z

TALK WITH MR, ITABASHI

Internments

The first thing Mr., Itabashi asked me was what @Ebencd to the 70 men

picked up and whe had picked them up. /I teld him that they had mx
been taken te Santa Fe and that the Department eof Justice had "picked them

up"./ He mxmx®x appeared surprised

hed bsen talxn %5 an

ME
o

& "y 111+
the extrenis
Othervigs 7T

2,
i’
de
-~
S

"Theé n we oare
in t'].q o8 IAJon

Cali?gﬂﬁﬁxb

7 "he te
Cul;*os.‘ao
Feople in tre

Biten we

r!’:'_‘&. ;'__ .'.1-:‘

2
11,000, arch vban

*}S’N_‘G =

5

SR AR P sy

"7 hear thot

rent throuch




Idon't know one
&hiogs whin vant go £o

O e S p—
A e S e 2w

Turn of Vinr in Lurorg *111,
/

rave up ths Exchanne Trﬂt ®as
axcharge ehip 12 or 14 tircs. The
ta - of exchanminz, $o unligs the n..p,..'

» there's no chengd/e? chansine tle Jda

i

of the [ndsbhiddan o 7
will b8 ary trouhla ob

g
e
“Rav};%ai. \

L H
T ) . > :
uﬂd?rFt Fev : *ct‘ in Jorau,
sat but he LGT" i ¥ e ¢

. ttanand was
dotective, FHs rsally

_W
This is net cerrect. Im late 194,20 te 50 pe;\Eent ef hieaknnn
wxxx the residents eof bleck 5l were Hwkwiw Hekeku er dowshl dan
members, <
Seme members c¢f the Resegregation B Groups had alse Niwhmamhmmmm
suggested te me that Reverend Kali was a Cemmunist., I suspect that
Mr. Itabashi apprawedxmeensidecedmiaknxbinxbeaxexsxetmidninoecikax
Koot xkicx appreved of neither the Daihye Sha Kai mer the Resegre-
gationists. Frem his peint of view, the were mm@x "radicals" whe
disturhed the ocace;]




25,
}

(

QP
/[ In an pffert te stamesent Resegregatienist sressure, Burling, the Justice

Department resresentative,issued an xm=k spen letter te the chairmen eof the
Hglshi dan and the H;tkeku. Mimesgraehed cepies of this letter, with a
Jasanese tramslatien, were rested in all mess halls en Jamuary 24, Inm this
lett=r Burling dendemned the activities ef Phe-astiwitieswes HEaknku members,
and ef Hegshi dan eldersff whe "enceurage the activities ef the ysung men."
Cn the same day ke anneunced plans fer a secend internmeant, and twe days
later 171 mere men were takem eut of came. At five-thirty in the merming,

in a # seectacular gesture of defiance, H:!ktku bugles were blewn leudly

1

LT, and yeung members whe were net being interned drillesd and erdered

R s Al
044

themselves in ranks facing the fencey J¥ As each truck ef internceé)knﬁgi)
xxmxxxk® these Prcsent ook gt sheuted, "Banzail" (Themas and Nishimete,
ook p. 356) .

On Jawuary 29, tne Newell Star printed a statement by Dillen S, Myer,
kxmimboasmxuxmxmrmomkmmxmonemiexyxx in which k= Myer sald that NIHKEXX
"these wwxk wae de net wish te leave the (Tule Lake) center ximihizszhimezz
at this time are met required te xms de Xmy%X se and may centinue te live here
er at seme similar cewnter until Jawuary 1, 1946."

1;;1 January 29, Mr. Neyes, the Preject Atterney, told me that ene of

Wakayama's henchman, Fujizawa, had kx be en appointed as ene of the new

leaders of xi the Heshi dan./ (See Fieldjetes for mere detail.)




See Fieldnotes for January 29, where Mr. Noyes, the Procjectd Attorney

tells me zkmmx that Mnanitmghawwmnminjioawa Fujizawa had come foreward as

a new leader of the Hokoku, Koy s xuanmumxmnarmonsnanino mapmnnadpmhe o

Noyes also teld me that he had hemrd that Fujizawa was one of Wakayama's

henchmen, Xmoammwasmdesmhymonnenmm




All the moderste peorle $idwkx in cawmp think 4t is very foolish to
thet rush noisa. 3t's no 139 »

The men in ward VI were oxtyens rokoku m8n. I worder why !, Burling
hasn't toksen the buwles avay fron thon,

Only a few roopils mi
only 20 or &0 r.a:ml stor
the younsg ren have to suf
of ' &}

‘Uper rsve tho idea

o
3]

s§led tram., Al the young men are innocent, I think
ted 811 this troudble It's terrible to think that
fey the result, The = ; . DV

he .Jazanuss

Most peorle ere really plzd sbout the pickupg but they don't eay go,
Kost veople sors glad thet trose redicmls ere piclkad up., But they don':
8°y o word about it,

(I esked why they did not
"The radicals are sti Dorn 80 we better keep aquiet, If they
are willine to dehote utner we shou1d stay quiet or rf:la trnsuhile
it would ve =11 ri;"n'* Jut’ if shwulc say that in publio, they'd 507

'Oh, beet him up,? 4@1ly true now after this Jast bunch
redicals has been

>
s
(534

i
Mﬁ%ﬁ@ used ts say right out, "When I go to Java or the Esst Indi
will I fool the natives therglh

I bet €0% of the residants are willing ¢to co-oporate r-v-uh t':'
governmsnt, tut a hundful of nen start up {roubie and a handf
ju A ollm them,

e pn;,

P

7 Everyobs gaid - it's e = T oourse,
It "re @ var,r VEery roor Jarpaye ransistion, ¥
rensjated 1t., It's like oy Ereli:

Fulizava

e o s
& i
di'}.‘ [ReC3 ol &

They ore honsst,

but very

™y '\A-h
trvine
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\\\\ f1Whsn we hear of go much enti-Joapanase fes1ing on the Vst Comsty & can [
‘ e lerve? /

\<“w
Reaotions t» Exchange k%as

@ psople were al) o7 ‘essed to hesr a out t" gxchanpe but they don't
believe it at this time. Everybody ssys, 'We cen't belisve 4t until they
the f irst (ny they wcre 811 very enthugiastie, but
but we wou't take it for too sure yot.'

Garbling Cung

Is the governsent gsirz to do enytnnz ~bout the frnbl*nv esnz in cemc?
It s reolly ruining our yotr reopls here

P o /Fm'fd e
gD}"“(ﬁ B th t soon hdmight e working fotSocisl Welgere. It

)
seems thsy mant him s&cuch they sre willing to eive him a specis) dispen-

sation erd s1lom him to have three reople workinz in his familye)
{"bost of the people ore determiped to stey ip esmo.”

TM i ‘%Wﬂzﬁ'
Resasons why Yr, =% SOﬂéfer ceturnive to Jaren

¥y ohildren ware born snd educeted in this oot y and urderstend
Amer fcsn Domoorscy. Bothk boys gradusted from drsliine gchool. They did
very well in oc&ool, as their report osrds show, ;
gschool, they csuldn't pet jobs on eccovnt of raciel de i
Other boys, doifz poorer in school work - gomg 6ven gat Jcbs
findshed sorcol. So they weye very unhsppy sbout it.

Then my first boy heerd thst in
fealinz. So he vent to the erine so

yerr, the wer sterted. And than he

qan Pedros, 1@ was told to eneter a €omd,
his wey to the cor-p ha stopped ot Tos Anwme]
and rut in ge nt thrce doys ard three ni
irndignant ¢ he treatweny e r ce ived Enﬁg
will never ficht for America %

.
.

S €
P e

o - ~, e
keaction of more moderate Eakeku to Purlins's statemeng

f . e s A e

&

Tha moderste weonle in
and the other sent %o

F3
"
agked the*!{:iilu not reoj

e e—————
-
LIS

% 3
i d1d

[fﬁfter this talk, I received a letter from Mr. ?fh!nugﬁj askkng me

not to wisit him for a while./ Inade il




FEBRUARY 19, 1945

Encounter with Mr. Itabashi

- s wr ap W

. i -~ /.
I next node three cal’g bgut

a

of comp, however, I encounltcred i3
Ee explpired sbout his ‘lettsy, saying thet tb

the miganey hut he rest of tha

—

tha ¥anzener goctinn the Hokoku had he
hed to1d tre toys thut they nere

1

v e 2 bR 4 114 % ¥y | D pe e
6lse, espects anotrar picz-up on the £éthe Ths peoldly who Wera not

W

cd,agrae veyy F’L;ris-aai £2 e tnrnem rel onui

81though thay were nct soyviag 8o yel.

MARCH 3, 1945
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TATX WITI 1‘?: DO, i:b_ir@wh

W’(be fect t‘rmtthere will be atother pddk-up tomsrrow
did not seem to disturb \Ié since he asted /(\e to visit him,
M R/d Ao,

i

1

"If the peor' who laye renowced treir citizenshic sre refused
and drafted, there will be trouble,”

I heerd s rumor thot the goverrmment is zoing to try to chaes a1l

of the people out of this carmpe I said, ":'Dl(ia dern fool,' Even in
: the other camps, most of the Tssed will stay, N'pel

OR "Most of those wip couldn't come to this cvrp had procerties outside.
& sons in the Americsn Army,
b

i
e entered into a discussior on the strengih o the Hokoku, ¥r,
Tt ogreed with me thst the Hokoky got stronger for awhile, "The last
AT r
bunch joined only becsuse tre departmant of Justice came end 811 sorts

of rdmors started,” Mr. ‘ *220 thinkd it would e a good
pum— ‘tVLM &‘t\.‘ .
idém to bring back sore of the %o,rs fror Sente Fe,

"I thirk it w111 be very cifficult 5 stop the Foshi-dai, They

g mease) don't krow what to do now, They mede a iz mistake at
the stert, :

"We are glad tl‘ast the worst elerent
a grouc that osuldu't hslp it, becauss t
kit been ozitsted by tie original sel

‘r‘a~r'\aw5a
Another qusstisn absut ¥Yai and 'mc& srd osrzariz¥ fing

8gs riczed up, But tsking out
pae worls didn't umdsrstard,
-advertiss sy (7 ?ayavai’)

w
W
h
e

&

) ( fl \ s it true trot Koi end varetomd are startine acother groun?

Kr . '['q-th:n ¢031d me that.wh he gets to Japen he expect- to
iy _

leoture on Amesricos, FKe feels he knoss rilenty a'out the "bed side™
of America but wou'd 1ike ! 1§ out gomet-inz ahout the "good side,"
porticulsarly the efforts of certedn church graucs to nesist the
caponese, = esked re if T would be able to get him some Jitereture
and I prowmiszd to 6o ry beste Ha sgtated:

“Beforc evscustisn I often said, 'Americen peore sre reoole of
oommon sensé.' But look what mp:emd.’ .
5 - 5 A’\vﬁ‘i

"1 just lsurhed whon Hyer s the eewes must clos

/end of 1346, T thourht Mycr wes gmerter than that,

"A yelocotin way 6t lanzanay ssid that we would be
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Indiens if we stayed ince-p, 7T s2id to him, "Hever mind whet will
bacorme of us, Ve ore Tore converred about ourselves than Y us8ree KO
motter how Jone the Japfrecse stey in camp, we'll never be like the
Indians, If you don't berieve it, you o book to heshinztaon,'

[
B
Hokoiru ¢

"My the bdkolu-don got pover wag hecsuse wle n trey started
requestaicg for reserregrtion they said that the WRA hinted thot they
would co-operate with tre He%oku, Thet's mhet the IBksly people =id,
They cleined they hed o understonding with WRE e1d even Sacretsy

v o8
At e 5 % S
the intsrior Iekes, Thet's why even intsllirent people were fooled,

so0ial Difficuities

"Bvan in this block there sre o few pesple who hesitete to sresk
to me. But I dn't pay eny ottention, T just Jauch snd in my mird
I t-ihlz, "Woat the heck,' 4 few in this boock were teken snd they
are very sure trey wil) be reuiuted. Thieyare just misirformed, that's
alle Oue of the woret agitestors in this block isn't being picked up
this timc. UHis two sons ore gone though,

The wey we figure is thot Gt the Dcpartment of Justice knsms
Fujizawa ig one of the worst amitstors. So they ere ourgose 1y lseving
him to try to leep the pooplc civided mui create anosther trouvble I
believe they sre trying to mske the ccrp residents fizht eceh sthar,

lobody puts feith in wlnt Ly . Rest £3YS, \ )
(‘Y QrmdmAl g
T tatkea 5L o ! ¢ other ésy.afwe toPKed 2%hout houw the whole
eountry is amnirst thdJasanese, SamefZd 80 for ag ty s2y that bobth the
Asse?i and Misei ousht to he shipped back £ Jaran. Tut 3till the
Fgaéra]_éﬁver;mnnt wants to Keep as vany Jaronese 8s possible. I don't
understand ahy, This srti-Japane:ze sentiment wili become worse and

Woyse &s the woyr drozs on.
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FOOTNOTE, p. 30

1. On February 7, a Department of Justice hearing efficer jxkxias told me that
axrbormockkexaiddddddid
Mr. ¥amnrhitg Yamashita, kkex an impertant/leader of the Resegregaticnists,
and new interned leader
had , immediately on his arrival at Santa Fe, Jud insisted that he and his

follewers be permitted te perferm the taise (merning exercises). The directer

off the internment camp had, accerdingly, put him on the early merning garbage

ii detail., (See Fieldmotes, for Feb. 7, 1945)
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Nawg of Nonerruniting of Fomilies
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A InFrnadh st \
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/ fost psople ex cd 4 , ®as not ressnted, The :‘S"ﬁhi—dan
/pvdvlc expacted to gooreccted, But those outzide of tre L’%s}“‘-»c:an/ i
gl fiose ta‘n 5 sonte f rarek werc taken as erininals,So T ehs
they ';rn’t ext €y ~ : Trie ennouncemsnt didn't G-
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When the Arny 'nt ur tte rotice of tils =Z§)mi-d,m nat renunitine,

the HEshi- i-dan thought it =xes just o bluff,
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Publiskine of “regulations
r—

:
/ ¥ell, of courre, everybsdy took it ac 8 ratter of oourse, I
/ nope the po] ¢0 ®317 cryest the lesders.
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j I vias wondcrine
3 r t‘ 2y F‘"or"'t it lme st ick to make the com idents €o soms
isn docsr't wishe 1 L retion s abgy
po.’\et over tuo carp. - They heve the U, S, &rm .ind them. They
do snytbing tley pless thy don't they put s ¢ to 4t?7 They sizoly
gk them, "Pleacse, don't do ito
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Bugle Blowing

g S I heard a 1ot o7 the youns kidg blowing bugles this morning,
\;; But theyv viere ntiblaminzg them in Hayrd 'y / T "u.rd  soms guy to
'{ Dblow theu more then ever, hut zost soy, *It g no uza," The lecder
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i tehine +k €rc Yere in Yenzener tol¢ o they wonldn't blow again,
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I'm workine et the Social felleye nes there ere gof mony younz

wicows (Hdlo'm) coming in for £id. The ronl responsible peosle are

gtil) et intcanps :
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