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TALENT SHOW AT THE ADOBE PROJECT

A stage was set up west o f the Adobe Pro ject with a 

backdrip showing a Japanese house, wooded h i l l s ,  and a river#  

The stage faced west so that the audience could get on the  

banks o f the canal and see the stage e a s ily  from that vantage 

point# The ta len t show was scheduled to begin at 8;30 P . M# 

but d id n 't  begin u n til a fte r  9:00 P# M# Meanwhile a crowd 

of at le a s t  3,000 gathered while current music came over the 

loud speaker# A dense crowd of at £,000 people formed immed­

ia te ly  in  fron t o f  the stage while another tho sand or so 

people were strung out along the bank of the canal. Shig  

Imamura (a ls o  member of the Jud ic ia l Commission) was in tro ­

duced as Master of Ceremonies fo r  the evening# He introduced 

the "ta len ts *  as they ©re ca lled  during the res t of the even­

ing with quips and asides fo r  each# The program consisted o f 

the fo llow in g ;

Vocal so lo -*cu rren t song by a young woman

Teen-age boy with Ocarina— "Old Black Joe"

Young man with harmonica and gu ita r— "Red 
Hiver V a lle y " , "Red Wind" (very  popular) 
(seve ra l encores)

Mai© t r io  including F ire Chief— "S I Rancho 
(Jrancle", "Spring Time in  the Rockies" (A l­
so very popular)

Male w h ist le r— accompaniment to Bing Crosbyfe 
crooning

Young g i r l  mandolin solo

Female duet— gu ita r accompaniment— popular song
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Female vocal so lo— "Screes* and "My Om* (very un­
popular)

Male trumpet so lo— current popular song

Male vocal solo with gu ita r accompaniment— " ¿Tingle,
1 angle , Jingle and others t This was very popular 
at f i r s t  but stead ily  lo s t  favor with the crowd)

The l ig h ts  went out shortly  a fte r  10:00 P* M*, but the 

Crowd had begun to disperse be fo re . Toward the close o f  the 

program thanks were extended by the Paster of Ceremonies 

to the Music Department f to the men responsib le  fo r the se t­

tin g  up o f the loudspeaker system, to Shig Imamura, and to  the 

" t a le n ts " .

Remarks: Young men in  the crowd standing besides me ex­

plained that usually  the ta len t shows weren’ t  long enough; that 
usually

they were/very good, but that they d idn ’ t  have enough good t a l ­

ent. Generally the crowd was interested  and appreciative  clap­

ping h ea rta lly  fo r  what they lik ed  and c a t -c a llin g  at what they 

didn ’ t  l ik e *  The crowd was deligh ted  each time the ra s te r  o f  

Ceremonies w h istled  when a good looking young ta len t came up 

on the platform . The w h istle  would pass through the crowd in  

a l l  d irec tion s . The crowd seemed to laugh most h e e r t i l ly  at 

the Firemen’ s t r io  which simulated a drunken "Sweet Adeline" 

singing sty le *  The f in a l  man on the program, g u ita r is t  and 

singer, made the crowd laugh h e a r t i l ly  to several references  

to "the garbage crew"* Actually  he was re fe rr in g  to the noisy  

bu ll-dozers  and trac to rs  which \ ere working on the open space 

to the south o f the Adobe P ro ject* (SHS)
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At the ta len t show given at the Adobe P ro ject area 

one o f the acts which brought a great deal o f laughter con­

sisted  in  a parody o f a popular song "J in g le , «Tangle, J ingle"* 

’The parody had to do with the "J in g le , Jangle, J ingle" o f 

money in  a man’ s pocket in  Poston and described how a man 

was paid, had M s  pockets jin g lin g  with money and found 

him self being followed by a lo t  o f g i r l s . The g i r l s  were 

described as "sli e -w o lves". (EHS)



9-1-4B ?

Behaviour» <»~Fear

About 10»00 P#M, Sunday n ight (Aug# #0th) someone ye lled

* f i r e " i  And sh ortly  afterwards the f i r e  departt®nt located  
across

only/the stree t from Block #30 came to the response* The f i r e  

was o f a huge p i le  o f rubbish that had been accumulated during 

the day by the residents of the b lock , and evidently  very dry 

and h igh ly  combustible* An investigation  afterwards seemed 

to a ttribu te  the o r ig in  o f  the f i r e  to a c iga re tte  butt that 

had e ith er been ca re le ss ly  or purposely tossed out* The rub­

bish  p i le  in  the vacant lo t  adjacent to block #30 on the south 

s id e «

No sooner had the f i r e  siren  sounded, but the residen ts  

o f the block hurried ly  rushed out c f th e ir  barracks, fo r  they 

could see the glowing red illum ination  and the sparks that 

were cast into the sky# For weeks they had been constantly  

aware o f the possib le  dangers o f a la rge  f i r e ,  i f  fanned by 

a warm generous wind* Every Japanese Is s e i  f u l ly  understood 

how re a d ily  these c lo se ly  b u i lt  barracks would burn down* I t  

was a brush f i r e  that was quickly disposed o f  but several Is s e is  

commented on the com bustibility  o f the v i l la g e  houses back In  

Japan* Many o f the Is s e i women gathered about afterwards end 

used the incident to t e l l  each other how they f e l t  when they 

f i r s t  saw the g la r in g  red Illum ination  near the recreation

h a l l*

Some of the remarks o f the Is s e i  were as fo llow s»

(1 ) "Watakushi wa %otemc tamacemashita yo** 

(X was very much a fra id « )
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(£ ) "Ma, do dashot*
(My, how could i t  bet)

(3 ) "Ma, oeoroshii mono desu ne"
(My, is n H  i t  a fe a r fu l th in g !)

( 4 ) "Moshlmo okaji ni n a -tara  taihen desu ne"
( I f  i t  became a la rge  f i r e ,  i t  would be a 
great calam ity»)

(0) "Moshimo barrack ni h i ga tau ita ra  do suru desu* 
ka"

(What would you do i f  the barracks caught on 
f i r e ) ( O T T )
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The cooperative group have been causing a stir in tbs community. A num­

ber of people among the evacuees and among the administration feel that in­

stead of teaching about cooperatives» the group is using high pressure» even» 

geIleal methods and are trying to railroad the program through with great 

speed and without giving the people an opportunity to think about it  and ma­

ture# This impression is borne out by the one meeting which X attended» notea 

on which are in the meeting file# Hr# Haas and Mr# Fister appear somewhat an«» 

tagonistic to the cooperative project# Xt is of interest to note that a ll  the 

cooperative people make a very definite in itial impression on everybody due to 

their physical appearnaoe# Miss Arnold is well along in years» very ta ll and 

thin. She impresses the one who sees her for the first time as exceptionally 

gaunt and homely woman with vary piercing eyes that have something of a fana­

tical gleam* Mr# Perkins who from his speech is probably a man from the northern 

part of England who has lived a long time in the United States# He in a heal­

thy looking» somewhat over weight» with a sandy complexion end good muscular 

stature# One might very well take him for an athletic clergyman* Hie pecu­

liarities are not striking at first  but after a few momenta of conversation» 

one disocrreriea that he has a chronic and persistent nystagmus so that he is 

unable to look directly at any object# Mr# Lins on is an enormous# fat man who 

must be a hundred pounds or more over weight* Item# Hnson is an extremely small 

person# both in height and in built# The net effect of the odd appearance which 

the group make and their fervor for their subject matter baa probably been to 

obsecure the sense and real meaning of their cooperative ideas* This is  prob­

ably further biased by the people in the present community enterprise feeling 

that the cooperative enterprise is e rival and by people feeling loyal to tbe 

community enterprise. (AHL)
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3HIBAI PERFORMANCE AT BLOCK I I I

Mr* Haas and I attended a shlbai performance in Block I I I

which began at 8530 just after dark* The six feet high stage

was arranged with a backdrop showing cherry trees in bloom and

Japanese h i lls  and houses. There was a microphone sitting in

the middle of the platformjat the north end of the stage was

the area in which the stage manager sat during, performances*

Here were the two pieces of wood which he clapped together to
or

announce the beginning/ end of the scene and the other equipiie nt 

which he had to make use of. The stage manager man hence ap­

peared to be an old man who wore a red and white skull cap*

The crowd consisted of probably 2500 people, more or less the 

greater part of these had brought their own camp stools and 

boxes and were seated directly in front of the stage* 500 or 

more stood in a semi-circle at the rear looking over the heads 

of the seated people* I t  appeared that nearly a ll those seated 

were older people, that is  Issei and children up to possibly 

14 years* The greeter part of those standing at the rear were 

young men and young women probably in their twenties and th ir­

ties, in other words Nisei* There wasn’ t anything about printed 

in English, but there were several signs in Japanese and the 

stage curtain contained half-doren large black Japanese "kanjiw* 

Across the top of the stage above the curtain was a red and 

white banner on which also were Japanese words, but in addition 

was written at one end "Block £2" and at the other "Block 3"* 

These were the only English words anywhere in evidence* The
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program was managed by a female Mistress of Ceremonies who 

dressed In American style, but spoke exclusively in Japanese* 

She made announcements between the various acts# The progrsa 

was as follows;

(1) A solo dance to phonograph music by a woman 

dressed in red*

(2) A dance by 2 women In Japanese costume to 

phonograph music*

(3) A dramatic reading by the f ir s t  dancer clothed 

in the same red costume#

(4) Dance by 2 more g ir ls*

(5) A short dramatic incident consisting mainly of 

ritua l battle.

(6) A dance by 4 men impersonating women.

(7) Dramatization of an incident from the stories 

of the 47 Honiin*

(8) Dance by 5 young girls#

(9) A comedy with an interior scene#

(10) Announcements by various actors#

(11) A short tragedy*

Remarks; Except for the outer fringe of Nisei who kept coming 

and going the audience was attentive# The inner fringe of 

Nisei seemed as interested as the dense crowd of Issei in the 

front* Tike Xssei frequently shouted a few words apparently 

in uncontrollable enthusiasm in the midst of the performance# 

These remarks the crowd seemed to expect es part of the show*
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brought
They frequently/forth laughter from the rest of the audience.

My only source of information during the Japanese play

was the blockxnanager of Block I I I ,  who occasionally volunteered

some explanations of what was happening* He spoke somewhat

as follows; ”1 don’ t know what these are a ll about. I  can’t

understand them* When they start to announce these things

they use some different kind of Japanese and X can get only
of

part of i t .  These are a ll  Issei in front / us and they come 

and look at these things and they know every l i t t le  thing 

that happens * They know what every move means, but not us .

We don’ t get i t .  After number three on the program was ever 

to which he had listened attentively, he said, "Now that was 

one of the stories they t e l l  nearly always. I t ’ s about acts 

of loyalty and sacrifice . I  know some old fellows who km w 

a ll those stores by heart. They can go over them again and 

again and they know them a l l  by heart * but I don’ t quite get 

them# I  didn’ t quite get that story.” After number five  on 

the program, he said, ’’Now that was some kind of a great bat­

t le .  I  don’ t know just exactly what it  was, but you saw the 

way they moved their sticks and got into different positions 

and everyone of those movements has a meaning and any of these 

Issei around here would be able to t e ll  you what each one of 

those movements mean. These fights and stories always have 

something to d& with sacrifice and noble acts. One of the 

things they always talk about is  keeping up the family line . 

There’ s always this business of adoption i f  a family doesn’ t 

have a man to carry on the family line . Then they have to try
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to adopt one and there used to be a l l  kinds of things which

would happen as the result of that adoption such as that a nan

who had been adopted by a family might have to k i l l  his own

father or some other close relative la ter on when his adopted

family would get into conflict with his reel family. Some of

these stories and these fights show that sort of thing. These

Isse i show have l i t t le  incidents that everybody is  fam iliar

with just as i f  we would have scenes from Hamlet or Macbeth

or something like that that we are a ll  familiar with*® After

number seven on the program he said, "One of the long stories 
they

that/used to te ll  was about the Honiin. There were 47 of them 

and their Lord unjustly executed and these 47 had to avenge 

him* They went through a ll kinds of trouble in doing that*

They had to degenerate themselves, maybe pretend to be beggars 

and go through a ll sorts of misery for ten years before they 

fin a lly  avenge him. I t  was prohibited in this scene you just 

saw for the Honiin to k i l l  anyone before he avenged his Lord.

I  don’ t  understand what happened right there but it  looked 

like when the fellow came up behind to k i l l  him that this 

other man who was l i t t le  higher than he was gave him permission 

to k i l l  his assailant so he k illed  him and then the ether man 

who was higher wiped the blood o ff the «word* The fellow with 

the lantern was of a higher caste, i  guess you would say that’ s 

way i t  always was over there in those days. The high caste and 

the low caste of people ere fixed above and below each other. 

There are a Whole lo t of these stories of the 47 Honiin* I 

remember I used to hear discussion about some of the things
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that these stories te ll | about how a man always had to honor 

his children before his w ife. There was a story I used to 

hear an old fellow te ll  about how an eld man was faced to 

save his brother*s son ©r his wife and according to the way 

they used to think i t  was decided that he should save his bro­

ther’ s son rather than hia wife because that could result in 

continuing the family line. Now that’ s the way they used to 

think about those things, but to the western mind , to us 

people like the N isei, we just can’t understand that stuff*

We don’ t know what it  means.” At the end of the comedy, 

number nine in the program cakes were thrown out to the 

children in the crowd by one of the comedians. During num­

ber 10 announcements were made to the“effect that the pre­

vious performance had been a comedy, that the following would 

be a tragedy and apologies were made by the actors, the an­

nouncer saying that a l l  were anatuers except one and that 

the audience should be, therefore, lenient in judging them* (EHSf
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There was a brie f ceremony at the foundations of the new

Press Club Building presided over by Mr* Norris James* The
* the

ceremony c nsisted in/laying of i a :: corner stone with date of 

1943 (to conform to federal ¿ fisc a l- year)* Mr* James stand­

ing on the foundation of the south wall of the building spoke 

to an audience consisting of about 20 members of the Press Bul­

letin  s ta ff. Hoy Anderson, Mr. Tolson of the Adobe Project,

Mr,* Head, Mr* Gelvin, and Mr* Haas. Mr• James thanked the 

members of the press s ta ff and the Caucasian foreman who had 

lent his assistance in the making of the adobes* Mr. James 

then introduced Mr* Head who started to lay the corner stone.

As he did so Mr. James produced a bottle which he said contained 

a dollar and a dime and the one-hundredth issue o f the Press 

Bulletin together with some letters o f congratulations. This 

bottle was to be deposited in the corner staone fo r posterity*

As Mr. Head la id  the stone, he said, *1 have only one thing to 

say. That i  hor>e we are laying the foundation of a permanent 

monument to your efforts here in Poston*n

Mr* Haas and 1 at a dramatic performance at Block 3 were 

talking to the Block Manager of Block 3. rr# Baas asked him 

what the Block Manager examination which he had taken this 

morning was like* He said, *0h, i t  was nothing at a l l *  Just 

a sort of a biography, you know, it  rea lly  wasn’t an examin­

ation. Mr.* Ivans merely told us that there was several points 

&ewould like to cover* F irst was: When we were born, where 

were we born, marital status, education, and so and then

(EHS)
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fin a lly  he said the last point was for us to write out what

w© thought were our greatest achievements and then he said
s;

not to be afraid to brag, just let ourselves go and write 

what w© thought* That’ s a ll there was to it  and i t  took 

only about five or ten minutes* fir* Mans said that he had 

hear that the bl^ck managers and the council were going to 

get together in sane sort of a meeting* The block manager 

said he guessed that was true, that there had been a l i t t le

b it of bad feeling* He said, *Yes* there has bean some

jealousy around some of them thinking that the block managers 

won’t have anything to do now that council representatives 

are elected* There has been some hard feeling. I know one 

or two of them had some run-ins with each other already. 1 

guess fir. Evans figured it  would be a good idea to have a 

l i t t le  free contact; Maybe f i r s t  have a few of them. You 

know we are going to appoint a committee and the councils’ 

going to appoint a committee. They are to get together and 

get straightened out on this business and maybe after that 

we w ill  have a joint meeting of the council end the block- 

managers. But it  is  true, there’ s been some hard feeling and 

lo t  of the block managers are Jealous and think that maybe 

now they won’ t have anything le ft  to do. (EHS)
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The r io t at Santa Anita Assembly Center

The fo llow ing is  an excerpt from a personal le t t e r  sent 

to me by my s is te r -in -la w *  In i t  is  described v iv id ly  and 

rather at length the r io t  which took p lace on /ug# 4th at 

the Santa Anita Assembly Center# The excerpt i s  given here 

with the b e l i e f  that i t  be used only as i t  i s  o f value to  the 

f i e ld  o f so c io log ica l research In the study of evacuee beha­

v io r  and readjustment* { JNF)

August 18* 1942 
Tuesday

* As fo r  news here, I  imagine the " r io t "  here w i l l  make 

good copy, or have you heard a l l  about i t  from the various 

people down there who have friends up here? I t  happened 

way back on Aug* 4th* 1 never bothered to w rite , at f i r s t ,  

because we heard rumors (th ey ’ re forever popping up) that 

a l l  mail was to be censored, and I  was darned i f  I  was 

going to w rite  only fo r  the bene fit of the censors, so I  

desisted# i t  seems that the hakujin coppers here plus two 

hundred new ones werp given orders to search the barrack© 

fo r  contraband, and they started  out ea rly  in  the morning 

a l l  down the barracks across the street from us* Then soon 

rumors d r ifte d  down that some of the po lice  were getting  so rt  

of cocky, and con fiscating things l e f t  and r ig h t , many things 

unnecessarily such as sc isso rs , needles, canned food, and even 

the stoves from those who had permits to keep them* Then one 

indignant friend  would c a l l  another, u n t il f in a l ly  the cops were
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getting a close packed audience watching every artic le  they 

brought out# They were asked to move back, but the people only 

gave room enough for the cops to squeeze through, and they 

were just getting ominouser and ominouser, until the police 

began to fear for their hides and decided to ca ll i t  a day#

But then rumors drifted upward from the seventh d istr ic t , that 

there the police were even more bold# They were ordering people 

out of their barracks during the inspection, and some people 

were finding money disappeared when they returned to their 

rooms« Tell when that b it o f news got around, the F.e creation 

department and the Camouflage workers were given leave to com© 

home to watch out for their valuables* Their hakujln bosses 

told them they could; so of course they did on the look out 

for some dirty work# ?e l l  in due time, one man who had gone 

beck into his barrack after inspection to find some money gone, 

came running out and chased the cop that had been inspecting 

his room, and point-blankiy asked for his money back# Of course, 

he had as large an audience as we did over on our side and 

each person went over to listen in. Coon the talking got 

pretty fie ry , and people were te llin g  each other what bed been 

taken away* One young squirt said a cop had eve taken his 

coupon book«from him* Well a l l  this while the cop had been ra­

pidly walking away— some say there were three of them, 1 don’ t 

know, anyhow some started to throw rocks at the cop# And 

naturally this started practically an avalanche of them, so the 

cop started running for the orange mess hall# That didn’t seem 

to daunt the boys any; they followed right on his he I s , and
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since they/no rocks at hand in the mess h a l l ,  they ju st picked 

up the porce la in  cups ©nd threw them# Of course they socn 

cornered the cop, and he whipped out h is  gun, which they nat- 

u re lly  respected* But they s t i l l  kept on closing in .  

they sew the cops fin ge rs  were beginning to itch , so one boy 

sa id , "Go ahead and shoot} we’ l l  k i l l  you anyhow*" At th is

the cop ju st turned dead white, but s t i l l  keening them at

bay, u n til f in a l ly  a cop, that the hooches here l ik e ,  cam© to  

h is  rescue and to ld  the boys to be reasonable, X guess* Any*» 

how when we come on the scene, here was the mob coming up the

street with the bed cop and a booeh s t i l l  arguing and the good

cop firm ly  keeping h is  grasp on the bad one, sm ilingly try ing  

to quiet the people* C o lly , i t  gives you the funniest feeling , 

l ik e  your stomach did a f u l l  f l i p - f l o p ,  to see a swarm of people 

a l l  bearing down the road towards you* You see we were lat©  

fo r  th is  melee because ien and 1 were at horn© worrying how 

thorough the cops would be* We*d heard that some cops even 

wont through boxes o f ilotex and f ib s  besides dumping clothes 

and other personals upon the bed fo r  inspection , ©nd my f a s t i ­

dious soul was in a w h ir l, and X was arguing with hen whether 

i t ’ d b© a l l  r igh t  to request the cops to weah th e ir  hands f i r s t  

in  Lysol star or not* He said  sure— eemend i t .  But X was 

a fra id  x might antagonize them and they would even trample 

on my s t e r i liz e d  goods* But h its  comes rushing home from work, 

to Interrupt the argument, and says there must be a f i r e  over 

by the orange ness, because th ere ’ s a f i f e  engine and a whole 

slew o f people out that wa>~®o of course our natural cu rio s ity



got tha better of us and we rushed out to see, and came upon 

the above scene* Well, In time a car came aroufid for the 

coppers, and they drove him out the gate* The people followed 

right behind the car but were stopped at the gate by a line of 

soldiers, bayonets up* Soldiers couldn’ t come in, until they 

received orders from Frisco* Arguments s t i l l  continued at the 

gate, nor would the people disperse, because the cop stuck 

around and wouldn’ t go away-—perhaps his car was parked inside 

— but he stuck around anyhow* And pretty soon some kids started 

throwing milk bottles* The gate is  near the green mess, Veil, 

hen and l went around to the Anita Chiquita track and looked 

down on tb© scene where we could see on both sides of the gate. 

When the milk bottles started coming, the army put on a show for 

us* Even the yard birds were taken out of the hoosegow, to 

help in the show* An armored car would come rushing up to the 

gates, disgourge about three or four soldiers* Then back out 

and away, and then another armored car would come up* This 

kept up intermittently with jeeps rushing to the fore in be­

tween times* Couple of the cars had machine guns mounted ready 

for action***that wasn’ t • How 1 bet three quarters of the peo­

ple were just sticking around out of mere curiosity to see what 

the army would do next* Of course, three-quarters had formed 

the mob out of curiosity too, so they wouldn’ t have stuck around 

so long i f  the soldiers didn’ t put on such a delicious show; 

but i t  was rather funny watching the soldiers trying to keep 

up an appearance of fast action, and a lo t of i t  when there 

was nothing they could do, and so few of them to do it*  About
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th irty  would form a lin e *  then they*cl d isperse , and a few 

would men the machine guns, another would run lik e  heck hack 

to the barracks, then another armored car would come shooting 

out| another one would back out and ©way* A truck would come 

up with a box o f ammunition. Pretty soon h a lf  of us were 

grinning away wondering— whet next* Some of the so ld ie rs  

even started  grinning sheepishly, because the people though 

they s t i l l  remained at the get©, did nothing hut watch, where­

as the so ld ie rs , except those forming a fron t lin e  guard, had 

to run about lik e  a chicken with nothing to do* W ell th is  

a l l  got monotonous fo r  Hen and me soon enough so since i t  was 

nearly  fuur and time fo r  Hen to check out from work we ambled 

away towards the grandstand* when we got there we found out 

that we couldn’ t  get in because the so ld ie rs  had taken over 

and while we were gabbing away with those who had been driven  

out o f the He creation h e l l ,  we saw the mob coming back toward© 

the po lice  o ff ic e *  ( I t  seems one o f the so ld ie rs  coming in to 

take over the grandstand think that we sm ell, because he comment­

ed none too s o ft ly — "Whew, th is  place could stand some ch lorine#*) 

Well| to get back to the mob, a fte r  standing around some while  

fo r  lack of anything bette r to do, someone started throwing 

rocks ©gain and a window was broken, so soon various people got 

up to ta lk  and one hakujin who is  very w e ll lik ed  got cheered* 

This didn’ t premise any excitement however, and since we could­

n ’ t  hear anyway, we le ft#  Then on the way home coming by the 

government house, we heard somebody had been k i l le d  so we went 

to in vestigate , Just in  time to see a pick-up p u llin g  sway



with only a pair of jeans and two big feet v is ib le* I t  was 

the Korean informer here that had mad© himself so obnoxious 

that a few had already decided to gang up on him and teach 

him a lesson, and had decided that that day proved to be a 

most opportune time* As we heard from a very "re liab le  source1* 

—he was there— the Korean had been talking with a Hr* Wilkin** 

son asking who had called h m to the Oovt* house, when pretty 

soon ©cm© boys came ankling up and told the Korean to come out, 

they started badgering then and told him i f  he didn’ t they’d 

come in* A ll this while the four leoker~cns remained to see 

what would happen* They’ d been there when the Korean had come 

in , and though they didn’ t participate they saw everything* 

Well, in time the boys got impatient and did cone in. Though 

Mr* Wilkinson le f t  immediately after he’d telephoned the office  

an 8,C*S* A couple of the boys went at the Korean with chair© 

taking one right from under a spectator* Then someone picked 

up a typewriter and rammed it  down square upon his head, with 

the poor battered Korean in an attitude of prayer* The type­

writer n- turally sent him out like a light* And soon I t  was— 

Jiggers, the soldiers— so they a ll went sailing out, though cne 

guy we© mean enough to step right nto the Korean’ s chest on 

hi© way out* i t ’ s a darned lucky thing for a ll c f them that 

he didn’t die, though they did make mince meat of him* when 

people heard of this episode they a l l  started crowding around 

to hear a l l  ©bout th is, end so another r ob formed, but in a 

couple o f hours this too was dispelled when a hakujin asked 

trem to be kind enough to go home which they kindly did* Sell*
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the next day, the government house was s t i l l  guarded by so ld ie rs  

a© was the grandstand* Oh y©s# I  fo rgot to mention that the 

orders fo r  the so ld ie rs  to come into the carp f in a l ly  cam© from 

Frisco and so the so ld ie rs  had to f in a l ly  come marching in* 

According to the reports , they were scared s t i f f *  Th irty  

so ld ie rs  coming into the midst o f about f ift e e n  thousand 

people with only th e ir  bayonets standing between them at such 

a c lose range— n atu ra lly  scare anyone 1 guess, even with ma­

chine guns behind one* nyhow, they were so shaky everyone 

could see they were scared so they started  to laugh * And one 

smar-alee even reached over touching a bayonet and sa id , ”Is  

I t  sharp, m ister?” Evidently the so ld ie rs  were given orders 

not to shoot unless necessary, but 1 bet a lo t  had itchy f in ­

gers to be so laughed at*. The so ld ie rs  stayed in u n til Sat­

urday afternoon guarding besides the above two, a l l  the post 

o ff ic e s  and the la rge  b o i le r  room* So Ken didn’ t get back to 

work that week* They had to  l iv e  In the Grandstand and eat 

our same food, and they couldn’ t communicate with the out­

s ide , so by the end o f the week I  bet they were somewhat 

sympathetic with us co ped In here* The hakujin bosses had 

to stay in  too, and one commented he didn ’ t see how we could 

eat the s tu f f  we get, and as fo r  the co ffee , he’ d p re fe r  dish  

water*

Then yesterday, th irty -fo u r  boy— many of the Exclusive  

twenty— were sent out to various camps* So i t  was sa id , to 

remove a bad Influence from the camp* The manager had w rit ­

ten Frisco to remove the boys, but when the Y*M*C*A* boys
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lik e  Mas Sato heard they were to be removed they went up and 

talked to the manager fa r  into the night arguing that ti ose 

boys weren’ t r e a l ly  bad only w ild— they’ d been getting in to  

f igh ts  staged in  seme o f the mess h a l ls — Masao said that a l l  

boys go through a w ild  stage genera lly  and they only need a 

guiding hand to steer them out# But i f  they were treated Jika 

in e o rr ig ib le s , they might r e a l ly  go bad# e sp ec ia lly  when they 

were shipped away from fam ily and home* W ell* they convinced 

the manager and he telephoned the army to cancel h is  request 

hut they said  he was too la te *  the order must go through* So 

theyf ve been shipped* Some fo r  even the s lig h te s t  misdemeanor» 

One boy, a Hawaii an# according to our bridge teacher, was 

only watching a figh t  not p a rtic ip a tin g , and he got put into  

the jug fo r  a week, and wes sont yesterday to G ila . The poor 

Hawaiian» only worry seems to be that he won’ t find  any decent 

bridge p layers down there* Can you imagine he learned only at 

6:00 that morning that he had to go, but at 1:00 that afternoon  

he showed up to p lay  some bridge , when he was leaving  at 5:30 

that evening* Gee* I  whlshed that Ken and X could throw our 

things together that quickly* (JOT)
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via  John Evans*

"This polios situation is  getting pretty had and that 

Chief | well * we are going to have do something# he was up 

at Parker this morning investigating the warehouse situation 

antagonizing Wickersham and the other people and then 1 heard 

that a big «Japanese» a big husky fellow» went to the drugstore 

and tried to buy a pint of whiskey* The proprietor was afraid  

that he was an Indian or a Japanese and refused to s e ll  the 

whiskey to him# The man insisted that he was a Chinese» but 

the proprietor didn’ t s e ll the whiskey to him# Tou can draw 

your own conclusions* The Chief was in town this morning 

with a cigar jammed in the side of his mouth*

There Is some kind of shady business going on 1 am begin­

ning to be convinced in connection with the Police department* 

There is  this case of Lyle nuriseki’ s eon who is  supposed to 

have been chased by some an in a truck and almost run over#

I  don’ t know what is  in the story» but his mother swears to It  

and that he had to run Into the latrine to save himself# well, 

young nurisakl is  a member of the fire  Department and there’ s 

no doubt that relations between the fir©  and the police depart­

ment have coie to a pretty bad past# The firemen make unpleas­

ant noises everytime they pass a policeman and visa-versa# I t  

Is  a good deal of a mess# The new ruling is  that the police

w ill be directly responsible to the Project Director through
1 Wy-rteach unit adminstrat m . (EHS)



9-7-42 1

Tha reason that many of the Iseoia might ha mope receptive to the cooperati 

idea ie that many of them have the idea that they w ill received cash of the pro- 

fite  of the enterprise and not with the idea that the profite « i l i  hi spent fee? 

the benefits of the community in general* (thie la what one parent had in mind)
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Mr* Furuya said  that in  h is  Block 28 a petition  had been 

circu lated  recently  la s t  Saturday demanding that a Consumer's 

Cooperative be eet-up in  2oston to replace the Community Store* 

He said  that the petition  he thought came from the is s e i  in fo r ­

mation Bureau and that i t  had been the is s e l  o f h is  block beck 

of i t *  they did not bring i t  up in  the block meeting* but 

brought i t  around fam ily by fam ily and asked that i t  be signed* 

I t  was the is s e i  who brought the petition * ihere was s ta te -
i

ments in the petition such as that large sums of money result­

ing from the profits of the store were deposited in t bank at 

Phoenix and simply held there not being used for the good of 

the com unity* ihere were other charges against the community 

store* When the petition ca e to Mr* Furuya and several other 

Kisei they fe lt  that they did not know whether the statements 

were actually true* Therefore, they did not sign the petitia i t 

but called the councilman of the block and asked him what the 

facts were* lie told him that he didnft know, but that he*d 

find out for them, and would te ll  them a l l  Monday when they 

planned to see him again* Mr* Furuya also asked the isse i 

who were distributing the petition whether the facts stated 

were true or not and the isse i were unable to give any explan­

ation* l r  * Furuya did net report asking the block manager

concerning these matters* (1HS)
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I  saw M orris Jamas s it t in g  in  h is  room looking over the
* M

f i r s t  issue  o f  the Press B u lle t in , He pointed out Wade Eead*s 

Memorial Day speech, the la rge  size  o f  the lo s t  and found 

column, and how in terested  people were in  a barber shop in  the 

early  days* then he took out a ba le  o f  papers which turned 

out to be statements o f f i r s t  impression o f some o f the e a r l i ­

est a r r iv a ls  in  Poston* Mr* James said  that he took new a r r i ­

v a ls  over to a typewriter as soon as they came in  and had them 

give  statements which were typed down in  th e ir presence* Mr*

James read me a number o f those statements which stressed the 

courtesy o f  so ld ie rs  and others* Then he turned to another 

batch o f  papers and sa id , «These are the f i r s t  impression in­

terview  from the Salinas Assembly Center and be lieve  me these 

are re a lly  bad. A l l  o f  them are so bad that I  have had to 

keep them out o f  s igh t*11 (hHS)

(AHL)

Via John G. Evans*

No a r r iv a ls  in  Poston today.
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Tía John Evans ï

One of the boys who have bean driving a truck loaded up with some other 

felloes and girla and took them to Parker without pasees or paroissien* Ho 

harm came of it  and they got back safely* But when It was found out and he 

was questioneda he said that he did it  beoause he was sore at the administra­

tion and wanted to get even*
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Via Miss Findsyl
The Employment office cannot stand Mr* Docker# Whenever ha comes In 

there, they keep as far away from him as they can and find it  very hard to 

persuade anybody to go out and work for him* The basis for this seems to 

be his attitude towards the Japanese *
(AHL)

Via Mr. John G. Jbvanss

Ho new arriva ls to Poston
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via Ward Sheppardt

At* dinner B r• Sheppard said  to Dr* Deighton and m yself, 

«We have ju s t  executed a co pd*etat on the coops* The p e t i*  

tion that has been going around secured a large  number o f  s ig *  

naturee and community sentiment seems to be wholly fo r  them*

We have Just nersuaded Mr* Head to announce in  the paper end 

otherwise that the community enterprises was organized o rig in ­

a l ly  to meet an immediate need and was to be regarded9 there­

fo re , as a temporary in st itu t io n  which has now f i l l e d  the needs 

fo r  which i t  was created* i t  i s  now to be re -organ ized  on a 

cooperative basis*** (EHS)
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X asked Mr* Kunitani to come to my office this afternoon to see I f  ho had 

aay suggestions shout getting an artist on our staff to make sketches of hap* 

penings in Poston* Be stayed on to talk for about an hour and a half about the 

sociological problemsv educational problems of the Americana* Be said he thought 

that 80$ of the people in this community sere "rural minded"* Be said that Mr» 

Hopkins who is an economist from Stanford University and now working with the 

WB& is here for a few days to help with the improvement» Mr* Hopkins gave it  

as his opinion that the morals in this community Is the lowest that he has seen 

in any relocation center» Mr« Kunitani attributes this to the heat and d iffi­

cult physical conditions« He says that the administrative staff here is much 

better than any other locality* %  "better" he means that here» they are work* 

lng for the people while elsewhere they tend to he working against them#
(AHL)

Via Mr* John 0« &v:.ns5

No new arriva ls to Poston (ML

Via Mr» John G* hivans*

f  arriva ls from Santa Anita Assembly Center

1 arriva l from Lordsburg, New Mexico (AML)
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via Sell Findley i

Today a Hi «el soldier from a caatp in Oklahoaua came to Poston to too 

H i  mother. He didn't have a permit of thot'/po which would allow him 

to stay in eaatp or apparently to even enter camp, hat ho got as far as 

the Administration Building and was told by Ur. Galvin and Hits Findley 

that a concession would he »ado since ho was hero and that ho would ho 

allowed to ooo hit mother, hut that ho oould not stay ©war night In Pos­

ton. This made him hitter. Ho said that ho wouldn't Owen stay to see 

his mother i f  he was tohs treated oo unjustly and that he would therefore 

go away immediately without seeing her. He protested that this no way 

to treat a soldier. He left without seeing hie mother. Hie fsally  

lives in Block 53* (BHS)
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In the bleckmnager supervisar*t office I was talking with finer Sus* 

ki, ana #f the blecfcaanagers. 1» came a i H i  a© and apañad a conversation 

saying, Mfhat da yen think about this problem ef tha young paaplat they ara 

going ta hart na placa *faers thay can-have any.privacy now that they talk 

about turning t ha ftacra&t ion Sail* into «chaola. What thay ara doing now i ~ 

going out late the woods around caarp or into the park« or sane thing like'that 

because thay don't want te stay oeundban« because* there isn't any privacy 

thara. I an talking about tha young’ people Just, passed high school ago.— fhara 

ara ail «art a af ruñara going aroung about their morals new. Like last night 

eger in our black thara was a picnic evsr 1* tha wood«.- A lot of aid people 

didn't know anything about It  and a young couple was se^n comingbaek fren 

tha picnic caning aero«« the bridge there and a ruñar waa spreading about 

than, felly I think nayba tha runer wouldn't hare been spread if the older " 

people had known eonothing about that picnic and that It was a regular organ* 

lead young poop los affair, fa figure that something ought te he dono to stop 

the rumors of that kind that the old people are always spreading now. fha 

only thing I can see.is to set off part of tha leereatlon ta ils far young 

peoples social roans >  (■
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BLOCK - 26

Subject: Nisei reaction towards attending meetings—

George, 27 years, (ju st a resident) said, that it  was imG 

possible to attend the various meetings because—

1. He doesn’ t understand Japanese language very well, 

which he is  very ashamed of, he also stated, that 

the meeting was conducted in Japanese because most 

of the Issei attended and very few Nisei or none 

at a l l  were present, Thelssei w ill bring up prob­

lems and suggestions, which is  unimportant to the 

Nisei and the Issei would talk for hours on one 

problem, getting "nowhere fast," which is  very 

boring and monotonous to the Nisei.

The Nisei of Block 26 suggested to the block manager 

and also to the municipal councilman to have Nisei 

meetings separately from the Isse i. In this way a 

Nisei can bring problems which interest him the 

most. The Nisei are modernized instead of old 

fashioned. The ways of thinking are a l l  together 

different. (J .F.)



Sept* 19# 1942* n
this afternoon 1 played bridge with a group of friends 

under the recently built play-shed north of the men1 s latrine* 

and as X sat there playing bridge X could see many members of 

the block sitting In front of their reap active apartments*

X asked five or aim people at random who were nearby 

what percentage of the total residents of the block they thought 

remalnAd within the block lmlts of a Sunday afternoon* the 

figures given me ranged from 95% to 97%§ a surprisingly 

large percentage* •••*•«• and they a ll agreed that thejre were 

less than fifteen people away from the block at that very moment 

0 (3 0  o' clock).

(JOT)

?
t
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Z * Black 59 f rom the bleckmn&ger8 # leg canes the f«11«wing
» l l« l  ... ~~~ - ■■---•* ; .u -  * «

dll western «»ft neked te keep away fren the Nuns* greund which vai 
Being prepared because it was «aid that wenea end girl« weuld bring 
bed inch te the "tune ter I*»

W:nderi«g through tewn tenlght Aldea «Tg&es and I enceuntered a crowd
.. \ ,.i : ; , .' : . . :  : ^»uisysfr

dotting at the deer ef barrack» in Black 37; Inside euae was gelng ea.
A

The audience oaaeisted ef*>eut f ifty  persons nest ef when were sitting — ~ 

inside the building facing the deerway, but.ease 10 er fifteen ef when were 

standing entiide in the darkaes*. leaking in. ~ Aneng the crowd there were 

perhaps 5 venen» a ll  sid-Ue-aged. Theaencensietedalaeetentirelyef 

individuals ewer aL theugh there were eac er twe aen the night hare hem 

in their thirties« The efficials—the tisekeeper, whe had a watch in ene 

hand and she struck a gang with the ether, and a referee in fu ll sane cas­

taña and with a black HehiH were m a m  probably in their late thirties er 

early fertiee.

The wrestler» were beys nene ef then prehahly ewer fifteen. There wee 

n greup en ene aide ef the building and ene facing then am the ether side. 

Between then was a large rectangle ef can was am which they wreetled. The 

wreetling ritual was as fellewsi A hoy steed up ea each side o f  the hall; 

each draeetd in trdlaary pant«—blue denis, khaki, er ather; an the upper 

part ef hie bedy he were a white ceat with a shite eaeh—the regular «une 

attire. They eeened te be careful te arrange the eaeh preperly before «tart 

lag and sach bewed s t i f f ly  and brisfly te the ether and began te wrestle.

The euae ceat was used hr hand held« eenstmtly. leither teak held ef the

<!H8)



ethert bedy. they attempted ta trip each ather, swing each ether eff-bal- 

•eee and there t u  eae hey whe carried eut a ll sertse f threwa such a« fa l­

ling dawn am the flaar himself and catemilating hit eppenents ewer It a head 

with hie fttt. fht dawn M tttlit i ftarfse af the beys helding the ether an 

hie fe ah far a aeria l* length af tine. The hay whe wen went en accepting ~

challenges frea tha ether sideef the reom until ha «at threwa ar until ene.....

• f  enceunter* ended la a tie; After e ach dewa bethbeys ataod m the wide« 

af tha hall and aft ar carefully arranging their tuaa ce&ts and sashes, hewed 

tt iff ly  ta each ether and than satdewaaaeng theethers. fhs crewd watched 

la almsst preftund silence except fer eccasiengl laughs,*# the cause af«hldh 

I did aat understand. In aaa' lnstamcs after an especially via lent threw- af 

ana bay by aaether there waa a alight pattering af hand clapping.“ Tha beys 

die did the wrestling «eened te utter littie  cries whenever they threw aaa* 

ther dawn. Otherwise, they wrestle A in  alienee.

The hall had a naaa anly in Japanese which 1 waa net able ta read. (1
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fh ls morning I sat at breakfast between Mr« l is te r  and 

Mr, Hopkins. Mr. l is t e r  appeared worried about the Japanese 

leaving the camp to go out and work in the harvest fie ld . He 

fe lt  that this would seriously cripple the community enter­

prises and other activities being carried on within the com­

munity and which are necessary to make the community run 

properly. Mr, Hopkins reassured Mr. lis te r  in a b rie f and 

breezy tone, saying that he doubted i f  more than a hundred 

workers would go out in a course of a year on any kind of 

a permanent basis.

Mr* John Furuya, Research worker, entered the Bureau of 

Socio log ica l Research today*

(AHL)

(AHL)
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D*. kelghtoa »ad 2 act on# of the teacher supervisors in front of the
A

litt le  canteen near the Administration Building. She said, »Oh, hare you 

teen the street of pools? It*s just darling with litt le  pools and little  

bridges and everything so carefully done, there’s one with litt le  figures 

cut out of wood lying on the beach and a l l  sorts of litt le  images like that.» 

She went on to explain that In the region of Block 30 and 19 there seeae to 

be al:nost a competition in regard to gardens and pools and everyone that has 

been built has always been just a lit t le  better than the one before suggest- 

Ing a keen interest in different sort of construction. The supervisor said 

further» »1 was watching this sen work on his litt le  bridges and it cams up 

that he didn’t have any paint.to finish part of the job so I brought hia out 

tone paint and gave it to hia. He wasoctreaely grateful.» <BHS)
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Mr. Potts, school principal at Gasp 1X1, was sitting in one of tha

benches in front of Barracks G after dinner. He said, *X saw something

that looked pretty bad to a# today. It was a Jeep running through the

camp dragging something like a heavy chain making a very great deal of
There

dust. X don't thlpk they needed to do that. / must have been something

vindictive about l t .H (IIS)
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A STUM OF THE APPLICATIONS FOR SMALLER APARTMENTS.

With the limited number of available apartments to meet 

the needs of the applicants for a change of address, the Housing 

Registration Department has set aside a separate f i le  for those 

wishing to be moved to smaller apartments i f  and when these 

smaller units are constructed* And to date there has been filed  

eighty some odd such applications*

In checking over the individual reasons given on the ap­

plication form, I find that they can be c lassified  into 5 group­

ings, namelyi—

The fear of being doubled up with another family*
£* The two family situation and Its resultant incompatia- 

b ility .
3. The lack of privacy— especially for the newlyweds,
4. Overcrowding*
5* Employment, medical, and other reasons*

In direct contrast to the applications for transfer that 

were fi le d  several months ago, the applications now pouring into 

the housing committee carry stronger and more definite reasonsj 

that is ,  the families requesting the changes are beginning to 

put into writing the actual grievances that they are bearing, and 

not trying to camouflage their motives for wanting to move. In a 

sense these applications are an admission on the part of the 

families of the fa ilu re  to readjust themselves to the apartment 

as assigned to them orig ina lly , and in other words, the families 

are s t i l l  trying to readjust themselves to the basic &0f x 15* 

in the hQ% x 1§® apartments*
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BLOCK COUNCIL AND BLOCK MANAGER

BILL TANAKA--Block 46

FORM OF THE BLOCK COUNCIL

Up until the appointment of the permanent block manager 

the council was composed of one person from each barracks making 

fourteen In a l l .  There were nine Isse i and five N isei, The 

block manager went from barracks to barracks te lling  the people 

to select one person as representative from each barrack* A ll 

the representatives were men* They formed no regular commit­

tees* but met to discuss complaints and proceedings were carried  

on in both Japanese and English* No decisions were ever reached 

on any matters and there was always a good deal of bickering 

after each council meeting. As B i l l  Tanaka says* «There was 

trouble between the Issei and the N isei. They couldn't understand 

each others point of view and fina lly  the Nisei got to saying 

that the Isse i were trying to run the block and the Isse i began 

to say that the Nisei were trying to run the block.«

When Tanaka was appointed permanent block manager at the 

beginning of September* he made an effort to re-organize the block 

council. Talking It  over with others in the block they decided 

that there ought to be five  Isse i and five Nisei on the council 

and these were not necessarily the heads of families within the 

barracks, A general meeting was held and candidates proposed. 

First* for the Isse i group and secondly* for the Nisei group*

One women was proposed as candidate for the Issei* but the five  

who were elected were men. Of the Nisei candidates who were 

elected three were men and two women. These ten now meet with the
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block manager who ca lls  meetings and acts as chairman* but does 

not participate as a voter in the council meetings# the meet­

ings are conducted in both Japanese and English and the Xssei 

members speak and understand English to a certain extent just 

as the Sis©! understand something of Japanese* No definite 

committees have been appointed yet and not much work has been done 

by the block council, Mr# Tanaka says, Nothing important has 

come up yet# We s t i l l  have to be put to the te st .” His plan 

is  that when any matters come up that seem to him to concern issei 

most, he w ill ca ll the five Xssei members as an advisory group. 

Similarly in matters concerning the N isei more directly he w ill 

ca ll the N isei council members as an advisory group. In such cases 

the N isei and the Xssei «halves« w ill,  therefore, meet with the 

block manager apart from each other# This system of a dual 

advisory board has not yet come to any important test*

3LOCK MAN AGEE

The block manager is  a N isei, in his twenties* A native of 

Boyle Heights, 10s Angeles, he was in the fru it  stand business be­

fore he came to Poston. His brother is  the community councilman 

from Block 48. With some d ifficu lty  he finished high school having 

been le f t  an orphan when he was about eight years old and having 

had to support himself since he was fourteen. He became interested 

as he says, in social welfare and was almost pursuaded by a 

«detective from Arcadia” to enter a police school# He didn’ t enter 

however, te lling himself that he was too small to make good, but he 

interested himself in questions of Juvenile delinquency in his own
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neighborhood. He says, nI have seen plenty liv ing there where 

X did— knife fights, gang fights, g ir ls  going wrong,and a l l  kinds 

of things* X always fe lt  as i f  something ought to be done about 

i t  ad one thing X tried to do was to break up some of the gangs 

that got started around, X know how i t  was with those gangs* They 

were plenty tough and they got to doing some pretty bad things*

X tried to work with one of the gangs to make them go in for sports* 

I don1t know whether X was on the right track, but I think they 

were better for while*

We used to run a fru it  stand and every morning X used to 

see a g ir l  go by to school, every single morning and then one morn­

ing she didn1t go by and the next morning her mother came by and 

was looking for her. She was gone for more than three days. Well,

X was down in Main Street which is  really tough, you know, the kind 

of places that are down there. Well, X say the g ir l  and I knew 

what had happened, X knew she had gotten In with the wrong fellow. 

She had been going to school learning to be a secretary and maybe 

she got in with the wrong kind of employer. When shé came back 

she was a l l  dressed up in cheap clothes and looked pretty bad. Of 

course X knew what had happened and that experience set me to think­

ing. That made me to thinking that something ought to be done and 

maybe X could do something to keep things like that from happening.

X thought a lo t about that.”

THE BLOCK

Just about a l l  the people in the block are from Los Angeles, 

mostly from Boyle Heights. The Golden Bears baseball team of Poston 

lives fer the most part in this block although a few liv e  in other



ItaMNdlt m
| p

blocks# This baseball team was organised as such and called the 

Golden Bears when it  was in Los Angeles# nW© try to stick together 

here just as we always tried to stick together in Los Angeles*

People say a lo t oi things about us, like as i f  anything comes up 

at a baseball game, well, they always say, « I t ’ s that Boyle Heights 

gang#® We had a couple of strikes at f i r s t  in POston and that 

sort of gave us a bad name and those Orange County people talked 

about us a great deal, but there1s nothing bad about us and I figure  

we just have to show them that we are a l l  right# I t f s the way 

with the people from Santa Anita» They are saying pretty bad things 

about them, but you know as well as I do that a ll  the people who 

were at Santa Anita were not the same# They aren’ t the same* They 

aren’ t bad. That’ s the way i t  is  with us# We are going to have a 

meeting tonight to organize a l l  the young men and the Golden Bears 

group. We are going to have the g ir ls  in i t  too and ca ll them the * 

«Co-eds«. We don’ t mean to have just a social group# We want to 

do more than that. There was one Golden Bear who lost his wife 

the other day when her baby was born# She had an internal hemor­

rhage and she died# I guess you heard abou t that. Well, we fe lt  

pretty strong about that and we think something could be done so 

we are going to organize ourselves for blood transfusions# We are 

the ones who made that proposal to the Council which they are taking 

to the hospital to have people ready to give blood transfusions 

whenever they are needed# We are a ll  going to have our blood typed 

and be ready* We are organizing this Golden Bears Club to take 

in a l l  the young menand women in our block* The other blocks, I 

guess, can work out their own organizations# This w ill be something 

like the way i t  was in Los Angeles and X guess you know what that is



There were so many clubsj e l l  the people of a certain age in the 

Golden Bears— they were fellows ay age and l i t t le  older and there 

would be others maybe not more than four years older who would 

have' a different club* That was the way i t  was in Boyle Heights 

and that’ s one reason the Isse i and the Nisei don*t understand 

each other* They were always in different groups. I t  wasn’ t that 

way in some of the country places where the Nisei and the Isse i 

are together a lot more and maybe work In the fie ld s  together a l l  

day long. They don* t get so they misunderstand each other the 

way they would in the city. I guess i t  was because of the way we 

were In the city that made the misunderstanding between the Nisei 

and the-Jssei in the block before we changed the block council.

Block 45 next to, us has young people organised into a group 

that are called the Scorpions. They were from a different part 

of Los Angeles• X don9t know what they were called before, The 

people In 35 next to us ca ll themselves the Indians, but in I»os 

Angeles they used to be called the Cougars. I don’ t know what they 

have over in Block 36.

We haven’ t done much tout social l i fe *  I have been letting  

that go. I  don’ t think people ought to be pushed in there. They 

haven* t been having their social l i f e  in the block very much, but 

i t ’ s sort of anywhere. For a while we had dancing classes in the 

Recreation Hall on Tuesday and Thursdays, but they got kind of stale! 

the same thing every night and people lost interest so we quit that. 

Maybe they may want to start that up again some time. People don’ t 

know much about dances in our block. Our Recreation Hall is  going 

to have one of the three rooms fixed up for the y.W.C.A,# Sort of a 

study room and they w ill hold seminars there. Then the front room
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w ill have a sculpture class with Mr. Evans’ step-daughter. We 

got a plan that we are working on for the children In the block.

(He proceeded to outline I t  on paper.) I t  includes a peak roofed 

rsuaada which w ill cover two areas— one for the smaller children to 

play in and one for slightly  older children! a volley b a ll court 

In a different part of the block! a badminton court and perhaps 

croquet court. We have this plan worked out and I think the Isse l 

w ill approve of i t  as well as the Misti and sometimes soon w ill  

present i t  to the block council, but already some of the men are 

set to go and get the posts and the brush for the ramada.

We haven* t done anything much about gardens in the block 

cause they are a l l  city people and I guess there aren’ t aany more 

then two of them who know anything about farming. Besides that 

there hasn’ t been any water until last week so we didn’ t work on 

that at a l l .  The gardener te lls  me that things are going ahead 

now on that. Our idea is  to have things for people to do in the 

block. We don’ t have any trouble now, but you know how i t  is  when 

evening comes the people s it  around and with nothing to do and 

maybe ten fellows get together and,say, nLet’ s go look for something 

to doR and they start out and they could get Into a l l  kinds of 

bad things. I know how it  is . I have been out with gangs that w?y. 

So i f  there is  something that they can do in the block there won’ t 

be those gangs like that.

(EHS)
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Tift B ill Tanaka: Manager of Block

*fe had & malting of th# Roldan Bears last night in Block H6

hoth sen and no men. There «ere about JO who attended* What do you

think about older people in?® 1 said that 1 thought it would be a 
A

good idea in this case* B ill said, “fe ll ,  that is what ve did. There 

«ere 6 or 7 older WlselMho wanted to join with us and so we told them 

to come on in* We decided that things like dancing and social life  

would be at a minimum so far as the Golden Bears Club is concerned.

The first thing we have done Is to arrange about blood donors for the 

hospital. We got to mike this into a sort o f  social service elub. We 

want to show everbody that this ganJp from Los Angeles is a ll right. 1 

think we w ill show the Zssel too that we are «11 right and a re doing

things for the good of the community.® (BBS)
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A report c&ae to me ••▼oral we eke ago that a group of pooplo had 

prevented a young «other of three children from committing suicide. Her 

three children are a ll  minors, and unable to work under the W.K.A. pro­

vision that no one under 16 years of age can receive compensation for 

work. Hor husband had been Interned in an alien detention camp since the 

outbreak of the war, and the had been hard put to support her family of 

three children since the husband's internment and up to the time of eva­

cuation.

Evacuation, however, did not solve her troubles completely. Her 

financial condition was n il, and, according to the report, her chief anx­

iety end worry teemed to be that she could not purchase “the little  things" 

that meant to much to her minor children, l.e . ice cream, soda pop, and 

candles. $he mother could not stand any longer seeing her children go 

thout "these lit t le  thing«" while the neighboring children were enjoy­

ing an occasional ice cream, soda or candy purchased for them by their 

parents. Hers Indeed wae a problem for she hereelf could not enlist for 

work because of the children whom she had to care for.

According to the report, she watched her children, many a day, suck— 

ing their fingers end watehing other children consuming such niceties as 

ice cream end candy end feeling that she co ld no longer bear to watch 

hor children, sho cracked under the «train, and attempted suicide.

For two wooke I tried to follow up this report, but mo on» has been 

able to point the finger to the actual family in this plight. Several 

pars ns admitted hearing this report, but none knew exactly to shorn it  

apr> lied.

Fho important thing in this nsport of attempted suicide is the sit­

uation that led to such an attempt, fhere must be many famili es in this
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e&æmmlty timi«? Just such fi nunc l&l condition due to the int arasent #£ 

the working stsfcfcr  o f  the fasilies.

10

(JM?)
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m  COLCHADO FBUSSí

is v a m m i

How-a-days «a bear so auch about "aorala,* la faci, a» think 

too auch 1» bolng a&ld or taken ad vanta«® of this staff "aorale."

People oft en ase thè cord to alibi for dola« aoaethlng they 

know should not be deas# fhi *— —good Ihr aerale-— 

had for aorale.

Usai le It» anyway,— thla HOfidili
fhe terse definii lea of ene acholar la  that "aerala la  tenacity 

in thè face of adverslty."

Another definitien that estenda thla iauntacurably la that of

0. Stanley Sali*

"Morale la health. l i  aeane vholanaaa, thè flower of erery 

hlnd of hygiena. Xt le found whenever thè universal hunger for aoro 

11 fe la beat gattlng Ita f i l i .  Shan «e faca reallty gladly and with 

a atout boari» aven it la be grla and palnful—and never doubt it  

la good at thè core, and a ll  ovil le subordínate to good, that ovan 

l f  wo are defeated and overwhelaaed in a good canee, a ll  la  not lost; 

whan wa fael that se live for aosethlng that we would dio for, l f  

neod be—that la aoralo»* (ASL)
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via Tad Haas:

Ted showed me the regulations for election of representatives 

for the lesei Advisory Board. He ohatted as follows: "Last night 

X went to a picnic with the police department they were giving three 

of the hoys 4 *  a send-off who are going to pick heets. That leaves 

only 19 in the department. X was the only Caucasian there. They 

sent m  invitation to John Ivans also, hut he did not come. It ie 

an interenting thing, the Chief talking about Hr. Evans, he feels 

that Mr. Evans Is a very fine man, hot as he says he is too fine.

He is nice to everybody and that sort o f makes things difficult for 

the police department.

We just lost a member of the Connell, Hoy Kalta, who is going 

off to pick beets today. X arranged for his place on the Council 

to be held open fo rh ia  since he will return to Poston. Of course 

it  wasn't entirely done by me, that is , it wasn't wholly an order 

from above. It happened that Hr. Ishimaru was here at ay desk 

when this thing came up and together we arranged for temporary 

fillin g  of the office.

But X suppose X shouldn't be bothering you with these things
too

after a ll X have Just been told that X am/tired to da any good 

here. That's what Mr. Head feels and X learned of it through John 

Evans. X am too tired and unable to carry on ay nork of real bene­

fit  to the project. It 's  a very definite reaction and perhaps X 

shouldn't bother you with what X am doing sinew it Is a ll useltss.

X am sura you art interested in this Wickersham thing aren't 

yout X spoke with Mr. Townsend about the thing and found a fine 

attitude and vary fine indeed. He went up and investigated the
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thirg hisself. He found cmt that the sen «re earrying eteel «lth* 
ont gloses, «teel that was too hot to hendió. He esld that It en« 
apparent to hla that there «ere too sany Caucasien foresenj that 
what the «arehouse ere«« «ante A «ere sore ¿apenes« fo resan. He has 
taken a r«ry fíne attitude ln thi« trouble and I hallare that he 
1« strongly lnfluenclng Mr. Viekershaa' « point of rie«. Of course 
he spoke to se about Mr. Wickershaa «agria«; that lt «as olear that 
f lekershaa 1« a rery ooneelentlou« san and one of the ableat «are* 
houeesan «e haré. He le up st 7*15 and hard at «ork at that hour.
Mr. fomsend explained that Mr. Vlekershas had slsunderetood the 

aatter in connection «ithlthe ere« «hleh «a « eupposed to seet his 

for dl«oue«lon of the dlffleultlee and that perhape the liaole 

trouble vith Mr. fichershaa «ae the res -lt of «ose «Isple sleunder* 

standing. X think «lth the fine attitude that Mr. fomsend 1« tak- 

ing that thla thing can be Cleared up. X «uggested syself that «ose 

of the sen be ehanged a round fros day ere« to nlgbt ore« and that 

weuld help the situation eut.

X asked fed «hether Mr. lato and Mr. Suglaoto of the CounoiX 

Work« Project« Oosslttee had erar been able to haré a hearing of 

the case «lth  the Caucasien sunerrisors just as they had had a met* 

ing «lth the ¿apañase «orksen. fed said that that bambeen dona and 

that it «as probabla that lt  «ouXd not bt nacestary slnea lt le Mr. 

Tdensand’e idea to get rld of aost of the Cancaslan supervisor«. (£HS)
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Amidst the cloud of dust were gathered approximately two hundred 

people awaiting the time for the departure of the firat contingent of 

approximately 60 people to help harvest the sugar beet and tomato crop 

near Leighton, Utah. Among the people departing were several families. 

One couple consisted of a husband and his white wife, ^he head of the 

group w&s a man, hie wife and children. Mr. 3ayano was his name, and 

according to one fellow of the factory Planning Department, this wan an 

opportunity for Mr. Sayano to meet his partner In the noodle factory in 

Leighton, There were an almost equal number of girls and boys, present 

to send on their friends. There were very few Missis; one said to a 

young fellow, "Shikari shite, ka ette kon yo ni tanosu yo® which trans— 

lated would mean, *Be steadfast and as a favor, don't come back.®

There were among the group about 25 boys ranging from 20 years of 

to 35 years of age from the Imperial Galley. These boys had been in 

the fruit game before evacuation having had experience in the fruit and 

vegetable sheds and also as laborers in the field. One fellow, idto was 

about 30 years of age «aid that he wanted to look around and see i f  it 

would be saie to here his family follow. There was another email group 

of Xssels talking and smoking. These were the bachelors from the central 

California area who had been laboring in the fruit and vegetable camps 

prior to evacuation. There w&e a g ro v p  of city boys, boys from Santa 

Anita, a group of about five "Kanakas*, or boys from Hawaii.

Conversation ran in a lighter vein, with mostly good-bye and good- 

lucke being given to the departing people. Although ten of the fellows 

that I talked to expressed that they just wanted to see how things were 

on the outside, three fellows eaid that they would stay out i f  they found 

something good. One boy was concerned about the curfew regulations, say—
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in f  that i t  alight o& better in camp since they would he ir k in g  e l l  day, 

they weald not have any opportunity to go into toms.
i

2n summarising, the following conclusions ceo he drawn from my ob­

served ion:

1 . The majority of the boys leaving were fle e ts , in the twen­

ties .

2. Most o f the boys wanted a taste of the world outside again.

3. To some, this was a means fo r them to relocate themselves 

inland with a minimus o f red tape, and with a minimum of 

expense to themselves.

k, A ll of them knew that they were going to a colder climate.

5. Most o f the people leaving are from the rural d is tr ic t.

6. Majority o f the people are bachelors. (T3)

via  John 0* Kvansi

X Parole© arrived from lujunga Detention nome* (Ani#)

Mr* Hoy Takahaehif A rtist, entered the Bureau of

Sociological Research today* ( AHL)
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On Monday night, Sept, 14, £ accompanied Miss Yo 

Nagamatsu to Parker City as she was leaving on the train 

that night for Las Vegas, Nevada# Another friend accom­

panied us and we le ft  Poston on a army truck which was 

driven by a Caucasian# Two other friends wanted to go 

along very much but Miss Findley, who saw the truck out, 

fe lt  i t  was not desirable to allow these two others to 

go# The three of us, with the driver, le f t  Poston about 

nine o’ clock that night ahd arrived in Parker City at 

about an half an hour ride# We were taken to the train  

depot where Miss Hj purchased her train fa ir  to Las Ve­

gas# As the train was leaving about eleven o’ clock that 

night, we had to wait for about an hour and a half# We 

waited in the waiting room in the depot and after about 

45 minutes of waiting, two husky-looking Caucasian men 

dressed in plain c iv ilian  clothes came up and questioned 

us as to where we were going# After learning that Miss 

U * was leaving for Las Vegas, he went over to Miss ft• 

and questioned her rather thoroughly for about 20 minutes# 

His manner of questioning was very ru ff in the beginning 

but this calmed down in the end# We never learned whether 

these two men represented the F,B.I# or the police force 

of Parker City as they did not identify themselves to us# 

After learning that we had the proper permits to be in 

Parker that night, they le ft  us# I related the experience 

to Miss Findley and she said from now on she is  planning 

to personally accompany a l l  persons leaving Poston to catch 

the train in Parker City# (T# I.)
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I talked to a young nisei minister a few days ago and
about

he had some interesting comments to make / the Bureau of

Bocialoglcal Research, He was gravely concerned about

some immediate and acute needs of the people in Poston, and

fe lt  that the Bureau was the only channel through which

some of these needs could be properly met* He fe lt  that

the administration here In Poston is  powerless tc do the

things that the people would like  to see done, and that i f

the W,R,A, o ff ic ia ls  in Washington were properly contacted

about some of these immediate needs in Poston, quicker and

more effic ient action would be the result. He pointed out

£» one of the immediate needs as being the problem of hous- 
par

ing, that is  / titioning some of the apartments to accommo­

date young couples and small fam ilies. He fe lt  that Dr, 

Leighton in his o ff ic ia l capacity as a naval o ffice r, would 

be in a better position then any of the administration here 

to notify the proper W,H,á, o ff ic ia ls  in Washinton, He 

hoped that the Bureau would become a much more powerful and 

effective channel through which many of the immediate prob­

lems could be quickly and satisfactorily  fu lf i l le d .  He 

said although you should think in terms of nlong term plan- 

ningn, some of the Immediate problems should be given im­

mediate attention at the present* He fe lt  that the people 

should be idea listic  but they should be rea lis tic , I ex­

plained to the minister that the Bureau is  gradually becom­

ing better organized and that i t  would undoubtedly do research 

"?to the various problems in Poston, and make the administration 

and proper authorities conscience of the various needs,

(T. Í .)
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X have talked with some of the 66 evacuee workers

who are leaving Poston tonight to go to Utah and work on

the various farms there as sugar beet, tomato and other 
i f

farms* Many,/not a l l  of them,were th rilled  and greatly 

excited over the idea of leaving Poston after having lived  

here for some three or four months* Some of them, in a l l  

probability, are more concerned about the financial angle 

of the trip to Utah* However, from the expressions heard 

quite a few of the people who are leaving to work in Utah 

are going mainly because they believe this is  a great op­

portunity to get out of Poston and enjoy a greater degree 

of freedom* Few of them said this was going to be a great 

vacation for them and they didn* t care whether they earned 

any money from the work experience*

(T. I#
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During the past two weeks, I have noticed an in­

creased amount of interest in the co-op movement that is  

being organized by the Co-op Education Department and 

the five co-op experts from the East* X have noticed 

several small groups in heated discussionsabout the 

advantages and disadvantages of the co-op system and whether 

i t  would be wise and appropriate for Poston or not* In 

fact, some days ago there were several people in the d if­

ferent blocks circulating petitions among the people, which 

would favor the co-op system being established here In 

Poston. X signed one of the petition which was being c ir ­

culated by a leader in Block 30. I t  was very interesting 

to note that there has been quite an amount of disfavor 

of the co-op system. Some of the c r it is isa  expressed was 

that the co-op would not become successful here in Poston 

as the Japanese people as a whole are very individualistic. 

Others have stated that the present economic system under 

the management of the administration is  running as smoothly 

as possible and that there is  no need for any change. My 

Impression of the various c r it is isa  expressed is  that many

of the people express an intensé disfavor of the co-op 
due to

system / a deep-rooted fear that the O.S. Government has 

an u lterior motive of encouraging the co-op system In the 

various Relocation Centers. Some of them seem to fee l that 

this is  an under-handed way in which the government is  at­

tempting to rid  it s e lf  of the expense of maintaining the 

various Relocation Centers by placing the burden upon the 

people themselves* Some of them fee l that the co-op would
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be an utter failure as the people are not educated enough 

along this line*

I t  was interesting to note that the co-op movement was 

acclaimed by a large majority of the people in Poston as In­

dicated by the signing of the petition favoring the estab­

lishment of the co-op system.

( I .  X.)
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There ha* been soso trouble la  Block 12 la oonneetlon with tho kl- 

tehen crew. Xt cas« to a h«ad thi» evenlng when Mr. Evans went orar ta 

•aitla it. The background of the t rouble la as followat Bob Bisbisara 

1« chef la tha Black 12 kitohon. foso Ho, blockmnagfre supervisor, 

la reportad to haré reservad spartsents la Block 12 for hle frisada aad 

«haa Mr. Ilshisura askad for sa spartaent la  tbat blook slaea ha sas 

worklng la tbat kltohea, thara «as aoaa which ha coald gat. fhis aad 

other incidents hâve resultad la a personal fued batvaaa Xto and Ylshi- 

sara. la addition Mrs. Ho has be*n activa la cosplaining about affaire 

la  tha kltohea « à fs« days age sha opsnly oosplalnad aad abasad tha chef 

for not furnishing sllk to sosa chlldren «ho aaadad it . fhis angarad 

tha ehaf ©nd ill-fee ling  spread thraugh tha blook. Borna of thi s faallng 

vas direct ad tovard foso Xto and ona alght ha «as throatanad by a group 

of sen «ho knocked at his door and stood ont sida apparent ly ready to beat 

hls up. Mrs* Xto, howavar, ansvarad tha door and «han sha sa« tha san 

stood thara and sereased. Mr. Xto «as not harsed. Sosa paople blasa 

tha kitchan ora« for thla incident, bat others say tbat thay ha& nothing 

to do «ith it. At flrat, neither Mr. Xto nor tha blooksanager of Block 

12 nor tha ooonellaan, Mr. Bato «antad to b ring anyono froa tha adalnlo- 

tration inte tha sattar. Xt «aa tha opinion tbat lt «aa a block affalr  

and shoold ho sattlod by tho paople in tha blook. Howavar, aftar tha 

near-beating Mr. Evans oasa to tha block for tho parpóse of eottllng 

tho troubla. Tha block council had aleo taken tha sattar up and had 

alaotad thrae Xssal as Its rsprsssntativas. These representativas In­

st et sd tbat ths chef not bs allowed to oontlnao to «ork in tho kltehen
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and ordered hi* off. Then the rest of the kit oh«* crow quit spying 

that they would not work I f  the chef was being treated unjustly. Con­

sequently today the kitchen was run; by volunteers, then Mr. Swans oaae 

he insisted thftt the It os sake an apology to the kitchen crew for the 

words Mrs. Zto had used to the chef; H# brought thes Into the sees 

hall and also the kitchen crew and arranged for an interpreter, Mr. Ha- 

shisa to interpret the apology since eose of the kitohen orew were older 

people and did not understand English well. The Itos, however, refused 

to sake use of an Interpreter acid Mr. Baehlaa was naked to leave. The 

apologies were nade, but the three representatives of the block council 

refused to peralt the chef to come back to work and so the kitchen erew 

has regained on strike. Mr. Stults, the Chief Steward, went out to the 

bleek and suggested that they allow the chef and hie orew to oose back 

to work for a south's tria l. This, however, was not agreed to by the 

blookoocncil representatives. The result 1« that the kitohen st ill has 

a volunteer crew.

"I don't think this has been handled right because the kitohen orew 

was not to blase for what happened. The chef whould not have been forced 

out ae he was. Zt looks to se as i f  the Christian« in this block are 

«art of trying to take the kitohen over. The Itos belong to the Chris­

tian group. The three sen fros the blockoouncil who woro chosen as re­

presentatives don't represent any sore than half the people really. They 

were Just the ones who oould talk tho loudest in this setter. W* have 

always been satisfied with the kitohen orew. The chef organised thés 

quite well at the start and we have had a good kitohon. This troublo 

was not ovor his ability to sanagothe kitohon* but it was a ll  a per­

sonal sattor and should not bo settled tho way it was. Z think tho
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councils*» 1« sort of sad at foao Ho too. fhey are good friends, but 

they had agreed along with the blockaan&ger that no one should be brought 

la fro* the outside to settle this thing. But the councilman had to go 

to Parker this afternoon and when he got baek Mr. Ewans had already been 

called in. I thifck he thought that this wasn't acting in accordance with 

friendship, but then he agreed to hewing the natter settled through an 

apology fro» the It os»* (BUS)



Tie Morris Burge*

The old man, who wandered o ff and got lost in Camp XX 

a few days ago was found sitting under a tree. The people 

who first-saw him thought he was asleep, but when they tried  

to wake him up they found that he was dead. There was no 

evidence of suicide and i t  was thought that he died from 

exposure. He was an invalid having had a stroke some time 

ago and not very strong. He was evidently trying to secure 

help because he had hocked his hat high on a misty tree. (AI1L)
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bad been found in cue of the flush howls, and this time also there 

was no money, only identification cards. George had some currency 

la  his wallet.

In both eases i t  is an interesting coincidence that the wallet 

was found in the latrine o f the block iroedi&tely adjacent to the 

block where the owner resided, and what is  of further latere at is  

that in both instances the bowl that was put out o f commission by 

the placing of the wallet in the howl was always the furthermost 

seat in the latrine.

John Gt Evans*

one new arriva l to Poston September EOth*

COT)

(MX*)
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a. Evacuee teachers
1. Sava te n attending fix weeks' «terrier training 

at Parker Talley School under direction of Homer 
Howard.

2. Those not having col ege degrees will do assistant 
teaching.

5* Starting September lU for two weeks oonferenees 
are being held with different department heads 
cost ri but ing.

b. Caucasian teachers
1. Mr. Potts - Principal, Camp 3 

Mr. McLaren - Principal, Camp 2 
Dr. Harris - Principal, Camp 1 
Miss Morrison - Elementary Supervisor 
Miss Cushman - Guidance supervisor, Tice Princi­

pal Camp 1
Mr. Mels on - Head of Science Department 
Mrs. Nelson - Head of Commercial Department 
Above have arrived. Department heads are expected 
to arrive September 1*+. Teachers are expected to 
arrive September 26.

3. School Buildings
a. Becreation Halls will be partitioned - tome Into three 

rooms others left as they are and some into two parti­
tions. Partitions and shelves will be moveable. All
recreation halle will be used
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tine.

The stores Are cabin type, oil burning store equipped 

to hook on to a  main serrlce tank. It has a three 

gallon tank and it non-exp lot ire, so w ill not be dan­

gerous for children.

3. QUESTION: Will we hare sereens for the windows?

ANSWERS Yes. Screen wire is here but it was sent in sites that 

oannot be readllly installed and the installation*will 

be delayed until we can get the additional material 

required but that they maybe sure that screen wire will 

be installed as early as possible on a ll windows in 

the communities.

k .  QUESTION: f i l l  there be any ironing pads put on the boards in 

the Ironing room?

ANSWERS Nothing has been furnished to us fbr pads for the iron­

ing boards and we hare no arguable material for that 

purpose and do not know when we will erer get any.

5. QUESTIONS Will linoleum be laid on the floor* of the barracks?

ANSWERS No. We are not qualified to hare them.

6. QUESTION: Will school definitely start in October?

ANSWERS Yes.

Please Inform us regarding-

1. Textbooks

a. Some hare been donated from different schools in  Cali­

fornia.

b. Main source w ill be from education Dirlslon of W.R.l. 

who is urging a pooling of textbooks.

2. Teacher« -  See circular
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I got to the ba il of Block 6 that evening at 0*30 and found

a. group o f about forty women and one old man present. X found tbat X

was half an hour late having been under the impression that the time 

was 8*30 instead o f 8;00 o ’clock. Mrs. Sugino looked very relieved to 

tee me and said that the others had been asking her whether or not X 

was readily coning this time. ¿¿he said that some entertainment had been 

planned but that the entertainer had not shown up. A group of women 

then stood up and sang **vod Bless America’1. i'hese had been trained

to do this by Mrs. bug l no in her English class. After this *as over

which was done rather shyly, without very such volume, the meeting was 

turned over to me. Miss Tsukawa acted as my interpreter.

1 took up the questions they asked me one by one and gave them 
the answers which had been provided to %  by Mr. Hopkins, Mr. 'Towns end, 
and Mr. Cary. This took about half an hour and at the end X threw the 
meeting open to discussion and questions on these separate items. X 
was told that si noe they had sent the questions in to me about a week 
ago, that the electric lights had been installed in front of the latrine.

1. (gUSSKPIOS* Hill electric lights be installed in front of the
latrines?

AMStBRs Tes, event ally. We have the material on hand with
which to do that work and that the work order has bean 
issued but the electrical crew have so much to do that 
It may be sometime before we can get to it.

2 . QUlSf XQSs Vhen will stoves be installed in the barracks and of
what type will they be?

ANSWER! Stoves have been ordered already and will be installed 
before the cold weather comes in. Cannot state enact



9-86-U8 1

via Mr, Makasuji, Mgr. Bl. #30

On« of the latrine bowls la the sea*« division in Block #30 

had been out of commission for several days, since Wednesday to 

be exact* Yesterday the block manager called into the maintenance 

department and a plumber was sent immediately to fix  the da-commis­

sioned unit. Several minutes later after the bowl wae placed into 

working order again, the plumber appeared in the bloek manager's 

offlee and presented a heavily soaked wallet laying that it wae 

found in the bowl. The wallet was empty, save for a few business 

cards and a chauffeur1• license which established the owner of the 

wallet as a Mr. tamada of Block #19.

Mr. Tamada wae informed ef the discovery, and today he ease 

Into the offlee to claim hie wallet. After an anxious glance into 

the currency compartment of the wallet, he looked up and said he 

had had $163,00 In currency in the wallet. Mr. Tamada had been al­

ternating trousers, and was quite certain that he had not dropped 

the wallet on the grounds of the camp for he had not worn the trou­

sers holding the wallet for several day*. He had not missed the 

wallet until notified of the discovery of tame. Furthermore, he 

•aid that ha has never made use of the latrine of Block #30,

The same sort of report was given by a Mr, George Korenaga

of Block #30. He had either dropped his wallet someplace or had

had it "liftad* while taking a shower in Block #30. This happened
, \

several weeks ago, but after he had missed his wallet, a report 

came from the Block #35 that a wallet belonging to George
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f i a  N e ll Findleys

Mr®* U sh ijla a , 14-4-0

Henry Chuman, Block Manager oí $14» reported that 

Sire* üshijlme. was in  need of fin an c ia l assistance , due to 

the fa c t  that her husband was taken by the F.B.X* la s t  

Wednesday, September 16th* He was taken because he had a 

short-ware rad io  set» Previous to h is a rrest Mr* üshijima 

was foreman of the landscaping crew» His payday was 

September 16th, the day he was a rrested , and he was unable 

to get h is  cash advance, Mrs. Ushijima would lik e  to hare 

th is money*

I consulted Mr* Taylor, the paymaster* He thought it  

would be impossible to get th is  money because that payro ll 

was closed* The only way we could get the money is  to hare 

a check drawn fo r  him» The red tape that would be incurred  

in  th is procedure would be great* I  explained the same to 

Mr* Chuman, who stated that Mrs* tfehijlma had a small a -  

mount o f money, but she would be in need of assistance in 

the near future*

I  promised that I  would hare one o f our workers c a l l

to see him about the case* ( M I L )
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At Ted Haas’ s desk th is morning Chairman Is hi mar u of the 

Community Council sa id , nWe are going to have a new e lection  

of I s s e i .  Those Is s e i block representatives who came to  the 

la s t  meeting won’ t do* Some o f those fe llo w s , be lieve  me, 

are r e a l ly  ra d ic a l. X have heard them get up and say things 

in  block council meetings about the righ ts o f Isse i here and 

I  to ld  them myself I  wouldn’ t even discuss i t  w ith them.

Those fe llow s are r e a l ly  ra d ic a l.  I  think maybe with the new 

election  they won’ t be elected . In the new e lection  tbsre  

w i l l  be one from the block, won’ t be elected. In the new 

e lection  there w i l l  be one from the block, 36 Is s e i .  But 

according to our system there w i l l  only be 9 who w i l l  meet 

as an advisory board w ith  the council. The others along with  

the a lternates w i l l  be d istribu ted  among the ex istin g  council 

committees. Otherwise they wouldn’ t have anything to do, but 

i f  they are on the committee they w i l l  be w atis fied  because 

they can work w ith them. (EHS
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Mrs. Sugl no cam« Into the of fico this corning, sat about five min­

utes talking again In a Tory enthusiastic tona how wall the speeeh last 

night had bean received and how glad they were to get a ll the Information. 

Both the specific and concrete stuff In regard to the questions and the 

more general stuff X had given about the Sociological He search Bureau.

She said that they liked to have the questions answered definitely yes 

and no and not In a vague manner. ?hen she proposed that she would like 

to join the Bureau of Sociological He search. She talked on and It was 

not necessary for me to answer this definitely, but I let her fe*l that X 

hoped we could remain in close touch. Sherthen wanted to know definitely

whether or not X would be ureo are d to sake & similar speech to a larger
V —

group and X said that X would do this when X case back from Washington

before thè end of October. X let her feel that X would be glad in any

way to do whatever was within my Held to help the community. She said

again as she left that she wanted to join the research organisation.

Dr. Pressman said at supper tonight that there was a dance being

given in the hospital. Hr. Spicer and X went over there about Bt 30 and

found the empty ward where we have the research office had been decorated 
: lw\$V\ "

with yellow and green paper and an electric radio phonograph was playing 

a lively dance record and that Mr. James and Miss Tickers were dancing 

in the middle of the floor while about thirty or forty people ea+ 

the wall watching them. At first we thought they were too shy to dance, 

but we soon found out that they were only dancing to the slow music and 

did not oare for the lively type which was then being played. Ae soon 

as the clow muèLc was put on they a ll got up to dance. We heard several 

arguing about it telling Mr. James and Dr. Pressman that they were way



out of date la preferring the lively music. The people present «ere 
kitchen help and X think a number of nurse« aides and X recognised a 
number of the medical secretaries. lone of the technicians or medical 
staff Itself were present* They had been invited and ve wondered if 
the staff line was withdrawn*

v ia  John G* livansi

1 parolee from Tujunga Detention Home«

(AH1)

(¿Uil.)
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Xhirlag the past four or fire days in ay travel around camp and la  

listening in on conversations securing with different groups, one topic, 

*Are yon going to Nebraska, or Utah?® was the cosmos head that joined 

each of these groups. Immediately following the first group that left 

for Utah, sent ion had been s&de of contracts on hand at the exployaent 

office for sugar hoot workers in Bobraska, and a steady stream of young 

and older non wore going to tho office for further information and for 

the purpose of signing up for one of the jobs offered. A group of young 

boys around the age o f  19«*?2 who sake as their he&dquarte r s, tho weight«* 

lifting  department, talked about the contracts« and approximately ten 

had gone to sign up. After a lapse of several days, mention w<*s made 

of several of the boys who had had their plans changed for then by their 

parents, or friends, *?he canteens, the min one, on the branch store, 

as well as the engineering department were gathering places for the 

discussion on outside employment. One young follow, C.Taaaki, age 20, 

who is tho supervisor of the draftsmen in the Engineering department 

eaid, *I*ai going out now to find out how things are on the oat side, 

then enroll in one of tho aid-weetera university the first chance I 
got.*

Although there were groups looking forward to getting out, oth r 
singlo individuals wore rather skeptic of the situation at those various 
sugar beet camps. An interview of tho Employment Department, age 2$, 
College graduate, who has had aueh experience in the fruit and vegetable 
shipping business said, *$he contracts will he lived up to the latter, 
but no more, and I don't think living conditions will be very pleasant.
1 would not adviso any one going out at this time.* H# sited several
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oaeeo where the «ugar beet contractor gave etorlee of people topping 
20 tone In one day, but act'¡ally, the beet beet topper was only able to 

do ** tone. Ifrank Misusewe of the agriculture department ssalA that they 
hod lost very few fellow« from their staff, but that many available agri­

cultural worker« -fore leaving* The head of the factory Planning Depart- 
sent «aid that hereafter, they were going to be sore careful In selecting 
their personnel.

Shig I samara, Head H&tersaeter «aid, **1 *s going out on a couple o f 

week« vacua!ion, and i f  X don't like the job, I ' l l  be back.* This ease 

view i t  perhaps the most common o f a l l  the res »son* fo r  boy* going out

* <*S)to work.
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TERMS

Via Mrs* Yoshidat

"It seems that Camp IX is known as the "black sheep" of Pos» 
ton* When I visited my friends in Poston X, they said, "Here comes 
the blaok sheep"*
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via Sell Findley:

Somebody ha« planted a lot of morning glories down at Camp XX 

which has come oat in a very beautiful manner. To the wall, near 

these aorning glories a large number of poem« have been pinned by 

the people who have admired then. One of these was translated to 

Miss Findley as meaning that the coming glories were oroving in 

the morning and that the beholder had in his soul a no strip when 

he looked upon then.

via John Evans:

The block nanager of **5, Jack Hakagawa, is gstting letters 

from people who have gone outside to work in the harvest fields.

via Ur. Galvin:

This afternoon X heard that Ur. Crawford has caught a mn 

in 6«np XX who has confessed that he wae a Member of the ¿roup 

that made the attack on Ur. Saburo Kldo and who dipped the hair 

off another nan. He said that he was not the part of the group 

that attacked the man who was asleep In bed in his apartment.

The reason that this man give to those attacks was thwt the 

police depart sent had been complaining that they did not have 

enough to do and he and a few others thought that they would « i t i  

then something to do. The young nan In question is only twenty* 

two years of age, is tha member of tho firo department and has an 

excellent record here end elsewhere. He says the other members of 

the group who made these attacks are not out in the beets fi?ld#»

(AH V I

(AHL)
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*key are also the eople who had boon promoting to nnors of 
throat of attach in tolling pooplo that tholr names woro on 
certain lists. He was caught through a nan that Mr. Crawford has 
working *4 th him tin Camp II, a young Japanese who wishes to get 
into WBI work and who Aid a little private snooping in this oase 
put the finger on the nan who has now confessed* It has not yet 
been decided what to do about this affair, but Mr* Colvin suggested 
to Mr. Crawford that he call his council together and get then to 
cone to a decision.

via Mr. Barrett, Head of Transportation:
for the last week there have been no picnics. Mo trucks will 

be allowed to carry people on picnics. Up to that tine there has 
been growing and growing so that every night there were hundreds 
and hundreds of people going on various picnics, particularly to 
the sleepy lagoon. Starting next week there will be a radical 
cut on the nusber of oars allotted individuals privately. There 
will be an increase in the taxi service and the general rationing 
of gas.

This morning at the invitation of Miss Tamle Tsuchlyaaa, Dr. 
Spicer and 1 went to a sa sen Buddhist ceremony. We got to the 
Buddhist temple at Block U5 when it was still dark night about a 
quarter past five. Mr. Yamaguchl, one of our research workere, was 
thera and invited us Inside. We found a couple of priests there 
and Xdward Ouchi sitting in a corner smoking a cigarette and rea** -

(AHL)

(ABL)



lug a book. This was in the ants room of ths temple. Closely 

following us wars several elderly Xseel women. In a short tiros 

Miss Tguchiyama came In too. One of ths clergymen showed us a 

little  book with diagrams telling how we should walk and sit and 

how we should hold our hands. Next another man requested us to 

stand itp and be proceeded and demonstrate the tame thing. When It 

case to the question of how we should hold our hands while taking 

little  half steps around the temple. This oaused an argument be­

tween him and three of the priests who said that the hand should 

be held just the opposite way to that which he was telling us. Ev­

eryone appeared very friendly toward ue and anxious to di ow us what 

we should to in order to conform properly. The sate room had a num­

ber of black tables and ther* were four priests present. Mr. George 

Tamaguchl took us into the temple room itse lf where we eaw the altar 

with the door closed. Saw brown paper placed a ll around the room 

on the floor which he explained was for people to eit on end a ll  

around the walls there was pinned through crinkled paper that had 

a hole out in it that was perfectly round revealing the backing of 

white paper. These he said were moon and we were to contemplate 

these during the service. It was about five thirty when we a ll  

filed in the temple having taken off our shoes. Mr. Chichi motioned 

to me to sit next to him, which I did. 1 had one oushlon and he 

lent me another. We eat with our lege tailor fashion. I t  was ex­

plained that we should sit with our feet folded up in a true Bud- 

dhlst style. But they advised ue not to try this or we probably 

never w ill be able to get up afterwards. Mr. Ouchl explained to 

me that we were going to have objective contemplation. We were
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to look At the soon In front of ue try and bring that close to the 
soon that was inside of ue and when we had made the two serge we 
would hare some thing that was real with the soon outside. He said 
he got this explanation from Max Muller* He said Buddhism contained 
the great truth of the world and was not opposed to Christianity 
that cowered the vame ground. He said that It did not even assert 
that there was a God, hut on the other hand it did not deny that 
there was a God. It was a science and a philosophy as well ae a 
religion. Some chanting and singing was carried out In Japanese 
and then we all sat silently contemplating our moon for twenty 
minutes. Mr. Ouchi explained that I should sit up straight and 
draw my abdomen in and have my breath go deep down right into the 
abdomen. It would produce he said not only mental but a physical 
effect• and I would feel very much better afterwards. It would be 
a kind of a miracle, he said, which would c me in time so nobody 
could explain to you exactly how to make it come.

About every five minutes during this period of mi lent con­
templation the preacher would strike up object« that made a hol­
low sound after a few words in a low tone. This, I was told after­
wards by Miss Tsuchiyama, consisted in his giving the group ©me 
suggestions concerning what they should think about. My own thoughts 
were taken up very largely with the discomfort of the position that 
I was sitting in and wondering whether X could hold out. My muscle 
began to twiteh. My feet went so completely to sleep that I couldn't 
even wiggle the toes. 1 began to shake violently at one time and 
broke Into a cold sweat. I wondered whether or not those next to 
me could feel the floor boards shaking. However, after this crisis



9-?U-h2 7

things sesued to get hotter and I waa able to think a good deal 

about the moon and 1 tried to recollect a ll the soon that X had 

experienced with in ay life . After the service was over we each 

took our moon away with us as a nsouvenir*. Br. Spicer and 1' 

walked around the community with thedawn and came hack at 7*00 o '­

clock and ate a very large and hearty breakfast just as Mr. Ouchi 

had predicted.

v ia  John G* Evansi

1 release© from Bismarck, Hortfc Dakota«

(ahl)

(aEL)
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X as sitting on the dirt covered e lvert that 1« located on the 
firebreak between Block 53 end the warehouse. X lit ay pipe which Is 
to be aor scarce of pleasure for the next half hour. There is * group 
of lower teen-age girls indulging In a community dug at the Recreation 
Hall of Block U3. As X listened to their youthful soprano voices sing*
Ing lustily the verse of "God Bless America", X heard in the distance 
a vain attempt of a group of musicians trying to harmonise the latest 
current hit "He Wears a Fair of Silver W ines* • -hie was being given forth 
fron tbs Block 6c Recreation Hall which is the locale of the "Jam Session* 
three nights weekly of a nucleus of three saxophones, a trumpet, and 
druse. Couples walk by now and then along the street» laughter is heard 
fros Block 53. How the children are leaving Block U3 Recreation Hall 
singing "Goodnight Badles*• little groups of fro* 6 to 12 girls walking 
back tc hheir respective hoses still filled with enthusiasm strike up 
with other tunes familiar to moat people. Their voices w* mingled 
with laughter and echoes from tbs "Jam Jivers"• The water track passes 
by and groans in its second gear. My pipe goes out and I strike another 
match. There is a lull now, and X can h*ar the soft trickle of water 
that is leaking out of a crack in the side of this culvert. Thoughts 
run through my mind— Is this the seme thing that Is happening in the 
other Relocation camps? Are people dreaming of pleasant past as X as 
doing? Are people preparing for the post-war readjustment? Are there 
others who are witting» just as X am* having thee# random thoughts pas­
sing through their inds? %  tobacco is now burnt down to the bottom
and X must go hose ami face the "little wo man* who so strenuously objects 
pleasurable
to ay/indulgence. (Ts)
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Furlough fivsr, at ditease Indigenous to assembly and relocation 

centers, how reaches epidemic proportions as every other ablebodisd 

sale talks Is terms of best topping and Idaho*

Many are anxious to go to try their hand at making a little  

money with «hioh to hoy some small luxuries* Most are thinking of a 

barricade against post-war depression* But other hundreds are eager 

to go, solely to escape the palling boredom and confinement of center 

life . Anything to get by the sentry towers, anything to ride along 

the open country, to gussle down a nice cool draught of beer* $oday 

liberty has a thrilling glitter that only the imprisoned can appreci­

ate.

Although it may mean a serious disruption of center life » we are 

happy to see the men go. It moans not only that thsy w ill be taking 

an active part in the total war effort but, that there w ill be in­

creased income for the Japanese as a whole. It means that wherever 

thsy go they w ill be preparing the ground for others to follow, on« 

stop towards the permanent relocation and reassi ml lotion of Japanese 

in tha American scene*

Considering the significance and implication« of this furlough 

movement utmost caution must be used in weeding out slackers and irre­

sponsible boys who might be going just for a lark. *nou#i of the«« 

say discourage farmer* from ever again asking for tha Japanese boys.

Good, experienced workers, organised and disciplined, w ill not 

only produce effective work but will impress the farmer and the com­

munity to which they go. ( AML)
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Hote*

One gf the women in  a beginning .English c lass handed 

me these le t t e r s  to correct* Evidently they are to ner 

husband in  an internment camp* Some o f the phrases and 

sentences are from our lessons which accounts fo r  the 

spotty English .

Sept* 18| 1942

Dear my husband*
my fam ily i s  w ell* Takuya, Isamu are very w ell*
He goes to school every morning.
He come back at 11 o*clock.
He l ik e  to sings songs*
He now God B less America, Pledge o f  A lleg iance , and How, 
row, row your boat and other songs.*
He lik e  to sing with me*
Mr* Seto and father are pol fish in g  long way down the 
stream.
my father sometime was near the canal with Isamu sure to 
go.
I  am going school every other morning*
1 made the flow ers in  the school, one time a week.
I  give to you. Please save fo r  your room.
P lease do not laugh th is le t t e r .
P lease taker (take care) your body.

Goodbye,

Hepi* 21, 1942«
Dear my husband*
I  am sorry long time not send, to le t te r *  ky fam ily i s  
w e ll. Takuya, Isamu are very w e ll, are you liv e in g  new 
place do you lik e  Louisana you went the Morth Dakota about 
eigh t months now. I  think see you children (probably , I  
think you want to see your ch ild ren *) T. and Isamu love  
you. Takuya say I  want see papa when come back to see 
me. Ho stadio here, (probably , There i s  no photograph 
studio h ere .) somebody derow (ilJpw) the children* I  sent 
to yesterday. Takuya weight 40 pounds h is  brother i s  33 
pounds* T. hight 46§ inohs Isamu 36 inchs. I  fo rgo t  
w rite h is  o ld  ( I  fo rget to w rite  their a ge s .) p lease you 
w rite  under the p ic tu re . T. i s  four years and seven months.
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broth©!* I s  two years and s ix  months* please them heap fo r  
your room* please tacare your body#

goodbye,

♦ M r s *  Suglno who has the c lass  fo r  one day a week to teach 
w riting and give other d r ills  has been teaching these* At 
f i r s t  some o f the women f e l t  that being a lien s  they should 
not Join in  rec it in g  them but when she explained that they 
would be used at school functions where their children would 
be they were glad to know them so they can take part.

A lice  Cheney (Ahl)

Miss Kas&ue Uyeno, Research worker, Poston I I I ,  entered the 

Bureau of Socio log ica l Research today* (AHL)
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f i t  ted Haas*

the rale 1» regard to mingling of Japanese and Caucasians 
in the Personnel Mete has finally been established. It is set­
tled that soy member of the Administration aey bring any Japanese 
In to eat in the aese if he announces his intention of bringing 
a guest for a day in advance end of course pay for the meal. 1 
asked t©d what had forced the issue and brought about a ruling 
suggesting that perhaps it was the argument which Dr. Carey and 
Mr. Hannah had in this connection with Mrs. Gardner and Mr. Espie 
the other day when Mr. Noguchi was brought into the dining rooau 

$ed said that that Incident had not brought the matter to a head, 
but that rather it was the incident several weeks ago when $e& 
brought Saburo Nldo into the dining room. (EHS)
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At the lunch table today, Ted Haas and »ard Shepard were busy in 
an argument over cooperatives* «hen I became conscious of it, Ted 
Baas was repeating over and over in different ways, the thought that 
since B4r* Shepard considered his judgment in regard to cooperatives 
as biased, then he, that is Ted Haas, should not be used as a consul­
tant in regard to cooperatives* Mr# lister has been coming to him 
for help and so have members of the other people and thought that from 
now on, they shouldn’t do this if he were so biased , it would be bet­
ter for them to go to the other lawyers when they needed strictly le­
gal opinions and for things other than this* they should settle them 
themselves and not come to him* <
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Give him the works, the Polio« Chief said 

And rolled hie cigar to a dangerous angle 

"Ho quarter for his," the memo read, 

f i l l  he oleare op this very peculiar tangle."

$he dust blows by like enow in a bitssard 

The soreene for the barracks are ten miles short 

The sloughs they will sully a fish 's gi^sard 

And the bees bust on through staff meeting report.

They are chanting the outran in Personnel Mess 

Xn order to hearten the homesick guayule,

And this you can see is the reason no less 

thy the Japanese chefs hare become so unruly.

The Judicial Commission ie posing the question 

And sincerely hopes for an answer next weeks 

How just what is a felon? They welcome suggestion, 

f i l l  admit to the bars any man who will speak.

Tar out in the Vest there is sadness end sorrow 

Where the poor orphan blocks hare been asking of 0od 

Who w ill tend them and rear them today and tomorrow, 

Tor each has been tired by a diffarent quad.
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fhe Bureau of luaore lias taken a post

In each of the blocks, where it strongly appears

fhat whiteness is blackness and hope is a ghost,

That partitions and stoves are platonic ideas.

Vow here Is the answer. Felloe Chief said,

Although there Is litt le  around we oan boast on,

«lust give ne a badge and a oap for ay head

And 1*11 clear up the name of the city of Post on. (EH3)
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nisei B f tW E

Via «T*S*, C «Y* t

"According to the story which had horn circulated and which 
ha« com© to my attention, it seems that on© of the fellows In this 
block is working as a under-covor agent for Mr« crawford. H© was 
formerly working for the ̂ ress Bulletin* I don’t know if he is 
still working for it or whether he has quit that job* I guess you 
know who I mean, it’s Y*T. That kid better look out if he values 
his hide*11
Note to Br* Leighton:

(K.E*s "Will you find out if this rumor is true whether Mr* 
Crawford is using such a person in his employ!") til
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X asked Mr* Ward Shepard what he objected to In Anno Kunltani’s 
article and he said he thought that some of the Niseis wouldn’t like 
such statements, that they sided on pulp magazines« He feels that 
the Nisei teachers will strongly resent this and if it is circula­
ted outside the eamp, it could easily be misunderstood by outsiders 
and strongly resented by the Japanese in the community« He thought 
It might have been alright if it had been signed to show that it had 
been written by a Nisei» but as it was» he felt strongly that it 
should be withdrawn and that he has persuaded Mr« Cary to do so«

(AHL)

As we were walking to supper this evening» Mr* Townsend said 
that Mr* Bills Georgia of the U. S. Engineers had been raising hell 
this afternoon and abused the W R A and the administration here of 
being uncooperative because he had difficulty in getting the material 
for »Baking camouflage nets unloaded* There had been several large 
serai-trailers full welting a number of days to be unloaded but that 
due to people going out to work in the harvesting fields» it had been 
impossible to get a crew together to unload it. This afternoon, Mr« 
Kennedy, Ted Haas and a number of others had mustered up an emer­
gency crew largely made up of personnel of different divisions to go 
and do the unloading« M̂ « Georgia thought that the camouflage work 
should come before outside employment and that if necessary, the ad­
ministration should stop people from going outside to work«

(AHL)
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MhMQdAHDIJM TO: Mr* Gelvin 

FiiOMt T# H# Haas

I  note in  the Press B u lle t in  o f  S ep tem b er  I f  that Dr#
Gary la s t  Friday, September #¿5, released to the press the 
school budget fo r  th is  Project# he also had previously re­
leased the information to the education committee o f  the 
Community Council*

While I  had nothing whatsoever to do with e ith er ac­
tion , I  b e lieve  that Dr* Cary is  to be commended* I  reg ret 
to say that some o f the other members o f  the adm inistrative 
s ta f f  have taken a d if fe r e n t  view on th is subject*

As you know, Section 476, T i t le  15 o f the 0# S* Code- 
Annotated provides in part*

«The Secretary o f the In te r io r  sha ll advise such 
tr ib e  or i t s  t r ib a l council o f a l l  appropriation 
estimates or Federal p ro jects fo r  the b en efit o f 
the tr ib e  p rio r to the submission o f  such e s t i­
mates to the Bureau o f the Budget 'and the Congress*n

Ho sim ilar provision  was adopted in  regard to the community 
government o f  the re loca tion  centers#

fou w i l l  be in terested  to know that the chairman o f the 
Community Council in  Poston 1 showed me a typewritten copy 
o f  the budget hearings in  re la tion  to the War delocation 
Authority, which he had secured and studied*

These are a matter o f  public record* However, so fa r  as 
I  know, the budget fo r  ind iv idual p ro jects  are not a matter 
o f  public record* I t  i s ,  th ere fore , w ithin the d iscretion  
o f  the adm inistrative o f f ic e r s  whether they are to be kept con­
f id e n t ia l  or to be d isclosed  to the du ly-elected  o f f i c ia ls  o f 
the resiaents*

I  have been asked to secure these figu res* Without com­
menting on whether they should be given or not, I  merely pass 
on th is  request to you and attach a copy o f  the form- handed 
to me fo r  your convenience, i f  you decide that these figu res  
should be given to the chairman o f the Community Council,
Poston 1*

1» H* Haas ( aHL)
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This afternoon, Isamu Noguchi came in and spent about a half hour 
talking to %s* Spicer and myself in the office * He «anted to get our 
agreement to the idea that foe taring the Japanese art and culture in 
the community mould be very Important as part of the world*« struggle 
for fro adorn. It would show to all people and all cultures that demo­
cracy really meant business when they said that people should have 
freedom to pursue their own values in some artistic expression. He 
seemed to consider this as important as freedom of religion and free­
dom of speech. He believed that the dictator governments, Including 
the Japanese, were against culture and flatly disagreed with the op­
inion of Mich and Ann Kunitani that Japanese cultural forms tend to 
promote political loyalty to Japan. X countered with the suggestion 
that both the Japanese and Germans had used culture as a means of fos­
tering their military ideas. He wiped this aside with the statement 
that this was not real culture. (AHL)

Several days ago, Mr. &ead told me that the SBI had taken a man 
out of the camp under the following circumstances. The man had looked 
up a radio in the Montgomery l«ard catalog and ordered it. It happened 
that as well as having a long-wave receiving section, the radio also 
had a short-wave hook up. Montgomery Ward sent him the radio, but at 
the same time notified the 3*BI and as soon as he received it, they grab­
bed him. 44r. &ead looked up the advertisement in the catalog and felt 
that it was very easy for anybody, especially one who didnft have a 
good command of English to make a mistake and not realize that there 
was a short-wave attachment in the set, and he felt that this move had 
been unnecessarily cruel on the part of both the Montgomery Ward and 2BI.
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Mrs. Spicer was in Tucson for a few days and reports that there 
is a great deal of feeling against the Japanese in the relocation cen­
ters» both at Poston and Gila. Xt is focused at present largely on 
the question of milk. Ho milk can be had now by the Arissonians «red 
they think that the Japanese evacuees take it alX. In the last day 
or so» it has cose out in the paper that the amount of milk which the 
evacuees are getting doesn’t amount to much and that most of it comes 
from California and that actually it is the 2nay that has caused Ari­
zona’s milk wells to iun dry*

UHL)
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via Dick Hiahimotot

A f t e r  staff "nesting on political structure Mr* Hishimoto amid 

to as* *1 ha as heard an opinion expressed by a Connell member Just 

the opposite of that expressed to you by the Chairman, hr* Homura 

of the law and Order Committee told me t hat he believes the Is«ei 

Advisory Council is a mistake. He says that it w ill work Just the 

opposite of what the Chairman thinks it w ill, the Xssei will bring 

matters up at the Council meeting which the Hi set Councilmsmbers 

will not want to act on, w ill not even want to consider, they w ill 

not act on these matters and consequently the Xssei w ill go back 

to their blocks and say to the people, ‘•these Councilman ere Just 

young punks and are not doing anything worthwhile* • He thinks 

this will lsad to a wider and wider breach between the Hi set end 

the Xssei.* (IBS)
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via George Ohi, Teacher of Poet on School System:

Yesterday, at th *  firat me9 assembly pf the prospective Ja­

panese evacuee teachers and of the 1 »ported Caucasian teachers one 

Japanese te&cher-to-be «as sitting alongside another fo lio« evacu­

ee teacher-to-be and commented, in Japanese, to this fellow evacuee 1 

*Ko 0 basan «a Jama ni naru no." (TrnslatedJ—This aid i«dy is in 

our way.) Ividently the Caucasian lady of whom this remark «as dir­

ected understood every «orSc spoken, and such to the amazement and 

embarrassment of the evacuee teacher she replied in Japanese and 

very politely too, *Y*takushl «a omoto no ho ga tsukaete iru kara 

cho-to koko nl tata sete kudasai. * (Translations —Pleas# allow

ms to stand here for Just a short tims because the path to the 

front of me is congested.) (m)
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The attached letter was written Tor the Incoming teachers by Mr*

John Swans



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OP THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OP INDIAN AFFAIRS

Colorado River War Relocation Project 
Poston, Arizona
September 26, 1942

(teaoiler’ s name}
c/o Dr* Niles E. Cary, Director of Education 
Poston, Arizona

Dear t

Dr* Cary has told me that you have arrived in Poston to become a member of 
the teaching staff at this Relocation Center*

I  am writing you this letter to welcome you in behalf of the entire admin* 
istrative staff and to let you know that I look forward to greeting you per** 
sonally at the first opportunity*

Tim work that you have come here to do is of extreme importance* The child* 
ran you have come to teach, and their parents are here under circumstances 
over which they had no control and they are as deserving of your finest of* 
forts as any other group of American citizens would be under similar circum­
stances and conditions. The circumstances, of course, you are fully aware 
of, and tiie conditions to which I refer, both physically and spiritually, 
are in the same class which pioneers of other generations have faced and 
overcome* You w ill share the temporary discomfort, the temporary obstacles, 
and temporary discouragements, with the members of the administrative staff 
who ar© working here for the good of the community in their various fields 
under the same conditions and determination of purpose w ill overcome these 
obstacles and create here at Poston a community and a life  which we can e ll  
be proud*

It  is our joint responsibility to do our fu ll share towards assisting the 
evacuees at Poston to build for themselves a community which in every sense 
w ill be in the very beat tradition of American democracy. The children of 
this community are your particular care and responsibility* Jointly we must 
see to it that when the proper time comes for both parents and children to 
return to their rightful piece aa members of the American community at large, 
they w ill do ao aa well equipped to face a ll the implications of the post-war 
period aa their contemporaries a ll  over the land*

We welcome you and want you to know that we look forward to working together 
with you, in this, our share of the total war effort*

Very truly yours,

W* WADE HEAD 
Project Director
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Mr, Noguchi paid another visit this afternoon and le ft with me a 

copy of the attached article« Be vented me to criticize it  from the 

point of view of what effect it  «mild hare on Hr* Jones of Gakosh i f  

he read it »  X told hint that X thought It van very worth while and and 

yet provoking to others who are attempting to work in the situation 

here* hut X thought Mr« Jones would not read more than the first para­

graph before turning to something else« X then said that the criti­

cism which he makes about the administrative staff and the Nisei was 

probably quite true but very dangerous when it comes to wide publica­

tion because people with other motives can take these things out 

of their context and use them in ways that would bring harm to the eva­

cuees* Mr« Noguchi was not particularly Impressed with this thought 
/

and his feeling is that he wants to plunge in and te ll everybody what 

is what* both what is wrong and what is right«
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Î visited the Agricultural Department, Becréâtion Hall 3 7 , 

thli morning at Ss 3  ̂ end found the hack entronen a confusion of 

men end hoys. Some «cerned to he in conference, »Idle other« were 

preparing to leere the building on a truck. After inquiring of 

Mr«. Ml «usara, Secretary of the department, I found that the Agri­

culture Department hoy« had volunteered to unload the camoflauge 

material at the ne« factory «ite. Mrs. Mlsusawa informed me that 

the factory Division had paesed tho buck On to them.

There «ere several hoy« eomm«atlag On the treatment received 

the day before. There «as n© «ator at the factory site for drinking 

purposes except for a can located «ithín one of the frameworks, then 

several of the hoys «ent for a drink, tho soldier ordered them off 

tho piece, saying that it «as a ’’military «One”.

Another source of comment was the pay that the workers are to 

rteolvo. * Sixteen dollars a month for a job that oan ho done on 

the outside, it ought to he worth at least $3.00 a day,* «aid a 

male stano.

* Several of the hoye are already misinformed about the work, 

simply because they are asked to unload the material. They feel 

that they are drafted for the work.* So said Mrs. Ml «usava. So 

today, the Agriculture Department is  deserted and probably will bo 

for the nexA few days. ^ (t s )
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On ay way horn# from the Canteen at 10*30 this morning I drop­

ped in at the judo club to see the boys toss each other around. At 

the far end of the barrackwsre men playing cards and ‘‘go11. On the 

west end of the barrack was a mat which was spread on the floor on 

which were 6 "black belted "shodans" talking quietly and looking 

over some diagrams. Upon inquiring as to what they they weee looking 

at X found that they were studying diagrams of attacks and defenses 

that were currently used in modern warfare, They were preparing 

for the Bed Cross show which is to be held this coming Saturday.

Two of the boys, one about 32 and the other 30 went to the opposite 

corner of the mat bowed to the east knelt down and bowed to e ach 

other, stood and bowed again and then approached each other. The 

older man lay on his back very ceremoniously and then awaited his 

fate. The man on his back was playing the victim while the other 

participant went through a series of simole and the more complica­

ted holds. When the aggressor had pinned his victim the victim 

would slap his hands on the mat or on his body twice as signify­

ing that he had been pinned. After the repertoire of the holds 

had been completed the participants again bowed to each other and 

retired to the side of the mat.

Two more participants then took their places and after the 

formalities were through a series of very advanced attacks and de­

fenses such as the use of a short-knife, long wwords, fists, kick­

ing, and other attacks.

A ll of these six were apparently Klbeis and spoke in Japanese. 

One of them said that in their demonstrations this coming Saturday
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<*»)

I f  someone would ear« to us« a rsal weapon on then ta«y would 

be glad to deaoastrate their abilities against these.



%
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Soon I found ayself aasoag a gròv p  o f  yonag wrltera. V» called 

ourselves fhe Vi «ai tritar* and Artista Votili aatloa for Dsaocracy*

Va «rota lattar» and artici«?« oa thè aeaalag of deaocraey for thè 

Japaneae aewapapara, 1 raaaatar that fot a fai night «barn 3buji fujii 

tronchi uà Governar Olsen* a reeoaaendatioa for voluatary e vacuai don. 

fhaa ft «usali la tha banda of tha amy# and aaa» evacuation bacon» 

a shocking reality»

fa drav up a pian i&ereby «a hopad avaa out of evacuai ioa good 

night retali in furthering deaocracy and Maiadlatlon. in tha look 

of toth of vhleh wa fa ll lay tha root of tha Slael's pradicaaent.

I look tank oa our litt la  gròup «ith  gratitudefor thay tanghi aa a 

phaaa of tha Vìaai I bava not fouad alaaahara. fhay «ara tha pro­

gres al ve a.

tha dust «aa tlo«iag aa l  arrivad la  Fostoa, tha aa« Japaaesa 

comuni ty oa tha floodlaada of tha lower Oo lo rado Viver® lye-bura- 

iag duat, and tha taaparatura atanad to stand at 120 for thraa aolid 

aontha. Our food at 37 ovata a day «aa ao batter than what inex- 

perienced oooka oould mka it . And «a a ll bacane sick.

So« atraaga «ara sy ranetioaa oa aatoriag oaap. Vuddaaly 1 ba­

cane avara of a color lina 1 had aavar kaovn bafore. 9ha adainlatra- 

tloa staff t soaaof «boa I had kaovn previ ou»ly9 aaemed to ehaago 

characterc la ay aiad thoy changed froa tha aanaitiva paopla I kaav 

thaa to to lato our keepera «hoao word «m  our la«* Vothlag furti» r 

oould ba dona vi t ho ut firat aaklag thazu. Along «ith ay fraedoza I 

aaaaad to bava loat any poaaibllity of a*ual fri and «hip. I bacane 

exbarrasaed la  thair presene«*
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fhle 1 « sot to egy that I c a m  to Identify ay self with the 

Si eel. So, their background t eased too different» or does Impri­

sonment sake also a p ri ton of one9s mind? 1 hare talked to a num­

ber of Site! #10 feel the tane any* *hey hate the Japs and alto 

hate the white«; they are alone. "I « a i a  American,* they say,

•net need to to »»ay Japanese facet.! *

She average Sitai, however, seems to take race difference at 

a natter of course, they refer to the management at the Sakajin, 

the white ones, the Caucasians, or tispiy ns the Americans. In 

contrast they call themselves the Japanese or more often as the 

Si sèi» their attitude toward the whites is one of diffidence, from 

then they accept that i&ioh they begrudge each other. Among then- 

selves they are aggressive, outside they are timid. X an told that 

the fear of disc rialnati on, real and imaginary, kept then from assim­

ilation, this and their relative youth, an average 19*

let in spite of this the no et obvious thing about the i l s i i  la 

his Americanis*. People who visit these camps are Immediately struck 

by the deep cleavage that exists between then and thair parents, the 

immigrant Issai, they remark on attending Vise! talent shows or 

social events, "lowpathetically American they are.* fhelr play, their 

songs and thair speech are typically American, they know nothing of 

Japanese culture and cut tome, fhey areputsled by the Shibai, or Japa­

nese plays, put on by their parents» Indeed, the language barrier 1« 

such that only the most elasentary conversation is  carried on between 

them»

I begin te see the peculiar tragedy of the Itesi ae that of a
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generalion of transition accepted neither by tha Japonaaa nor by 

Anerica. A Middle people with no Middle ground« Kit futura loose 

uncertain. Where can ha gof  What oaa ha dot lot a l l í  ha llre f  

Where w ill ha be aeoeptedf Will ha be pernitied to remaint la  

fears to baoona Uhi tha indiana« Out ai da in Washington and 

California certain people are plotting against hit eitlsanahlp.

dad yet we know that tha great haart of daarloa sympathises, 

that there la war« and that evacuation waa pesfcape aran naoaaaaxy« 

«a know that our friande« good people« liberala and Christians, 

are wo siting for our ralease» We know that our government itse lf is  

fighting against the sinister forese of bigotry.

One night there sene to ua out of tha blinding duet a voie# 

crying, *You w ill go out of hare grateful for an aaparianoa In 

daaooraoy. Out of not participating in tha war you w ill preserve 

tha arta of pesos. While not l i f t in g  the fight for. freedom you 

will contribute yet to the victory. We w ill build a asad reservoir 

for the future. Teuere the middle people who w ill help teeoh dein 

the meaning of daaooraoy. This la const ruction In a world of 

ehaoc.w

Wo have mesante of elation only to bo defeated by the poverty 

of our actual condition; the lack of water and equipment for farm­

ing, of tools and materiale, our barrack surroundings. Sixteen 

dollar« a month seams hardly an lnesntive to sosa. Others cool 

their ardour in the interminable red tape of offices. We study 

Flato and look for nails. Some leas courage and think only of 

getting out. Many want only a chance to share in the war. they
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Ar« leasing by bueloade for the sugar beet fleld« and to hslp 

harrest loa« atiple eotton.

S till for aany a Steel, thi« 1« lndeed opportunity» Sere et 

least in oaap he le free 0f  discrininotion. fhe eagiaeer aeeAs ao 

longer tend to the fieser «hop, aad he sho s i l i ,  aay leara a new 

•k ill, Chile thè re le lit t le  se oaa Ao äbeut the hearte o f people 

oa the outetde, laslde ab aay yet heal oonflict».

fhe sey, the Aaesieaa way, i «  beleg eought hy thè far telooa- 

tioa Authorittee* fhelr objectire le relocation, not just ia  eaape, 

bat out iato thè naia «treaa of Aatriean life . fhelr plaa ie to 

fester ereryAiaoeratls partloipatloa aad opportuni ty, to teaoh the 

Siset to Staad oa iheir osa two feet, not forerer to haag together 

es senbers of a adno ri ty group. Xt 1s to be aa edaeatloa ia  dasaera- 

ey.

fhe dlreetlres to the other Centers are stallar to this. Seif* 

goremaent 1s to be latroduoedgradually. fhe first step has been 

the eleetion of a fesporary Commi ty Council. As the oaes to shoa 

thè «xperienoe s i l i  be of aost use oa the outslde oaly the Steel are 

eligible. fheyare to stk» reeoaaeadatlone. Soap, böserer, the re ie 

to bo aa Bracate Commi ty Cereraaeat sith eoaevhat sider posero, 

fhere ie belag eetábllehed a fa ir eaployaeatipkaotieee ooaadttee.

Xnportant aleo le the partloipatloa ia  the pleaaiag aad the 

exeoutloa of thè rarioae sorte proteste, fader the preeeat setup 

eaeh departaent, euch ae agri culture or lndust ry, hat a Cauoaalaa 

head und*r shose direction are aeeietaate aad eresi aoetly l i  sai.

Xt ie hoped that ereatually theee caatDs may bd ma by the eraoueee
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theaeelve» a» self-»upporting enterprise« in cooperation with thè 

Governaent. Va haré baen giren couree» in cooperative educai loft«

The coacmmlty store, «hieh up t i l l  now ha« been a caso eerrice le 

being turned iato a coneuaer* ■ cooperai ir «  oa thè Sofáldala pian« 

di praeent thè re la ao provi «ion far producer* • cooperative« «ad 

privata enterpriee» ara prohibltad.

Va are finding, thè hard way, that cooperative • elfehelp la aot 

only e ducati onal but, beo ause o f  «hortage», p rio r it i e», and ©ur l i -  

alt ed budget, thè only way to get thing« dona. Tot Inaiane©, bara 

la  Pos ton téli eh 1« thè largasi of thè e entere, «a are aaking on« 

ad Ilion adobe bride« with uhi eh to bulld our om eehool house«, 1«  

ara trylng to get a «aw s i l i  to aaka our ava luaber. Va «est fiad 

kilaa with ehi eh to «applea»nt our fast-diai ni «hi ng «upply of chlna- 

ware by using tha pianti fui locai elay. fha toy d epartsent multa a 

bandsaw to aaka toy« for Christaas together with a asn «ho oan aake 

clogs* I f  tha soapaakar and tha aoodìenaker oannot get «hai they 

«aat they « i l i  bara to aosehow aaaaga without.

M tlae» ho« «aataful of aaargy « eeas our asístanse I

fha road to dauoaraey la  abora a l l  sought by tha educati on de- 

partaent. They must righi psyohologicai «rango» a« «a ll ae aerare 

nomai «cholaetlc derelopaent® da our Vhola aaaaunlty la  In nany 

«aya a «chool» ao alto la  our achool ta ba a ooaaunity eehool* Ita 

currioulun «111 be baeed on ooaaunlty llfe , lt «  aethod partiolpation 

In «ork and gro«th. Ita purpoee la to darelep tha Individuai and 

prepara bis for tha futura, «o that ha say faga tha «orld no longar 

as a Vi «al bui a « «elf-rellant da» r Ioana* fhay ask» "I©w should «a
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touch deaocratio ettlsenshlpf Io« prepare chiXAren for poet-war ro- 

habilitation? Should our sohools emphasi^e nenorlsation or thinkingT 

What knowledges, a b ilit i« « , sk ill», attltudea ehould our schede 

•t reset

Mach of thè ane*re te thè«« questione are being sappile! bere 

la  Faeton with thè ald of tbe invaluable e ervices ot thè Foreau ef 

Indie» Affair*, bdcanse thi» particolar project le <m làdian land, 

fhrougjh thelr recent experienoee in thè rehabllibation of thè Aaeri- 

ean Indian they a re avare that thè total eharaoter of «egregation 

ansi be counteraeted by prenoting individuaiity. fhey knowthe

therapeutic vaine of thè bandi craft.

I observe ho« largaly thè l i  sei have heglected thenee of thoir 

bande, ho« lacking in poetry they se*». hot eo thè letti «ho, old 

non for tho post part «ith a lifetime of et roggio intervenite, no« 

tum thoir froo hours to thè creative enjoynente they ren t ie r  fron 

childhood. Sveryehere they ere carvi ng «ood, nahing f i  over arrange­

ment e t saking garden*, they pnt on play* and play thè finte. 1 

«ondar whether thè Hi tei night noi gain throngh thè arte thè se lf- 

confidence they eo need. Ferhaps by tappine thè artletie reeourcee 

of thè letti , to ohioh tho l ie t i«  have bene etrangere, even a middle 

culture for a »iddio people nl&t grò«, fhne nay thè «pringe of thoir 

creativo inaginatione bo roleaeod and theneolvao and Aaerlea bo en- 

riched.

fo «ho aro arti et* know that any culture «orthy of tho nano 

bloeeene «ith tho grevth of thè individuai and die« under Fasci ea.

I*et it be oaid then that thè denooraolee fighi for tho eguality of
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rae«» and the freedom of sul ture.

Should youaek that of ay beeoadng a H eel, I would answer«

*A nisei is  a prooess of besoming *  better Asa ricen, a better 

citizen of the world. *

(AIL)9 f  Isamu Koguehl
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Caat to Block 5^ whore It bad boon announced a Junior 

T.3.A. Aanco practice would be bold In the Recreation Hall. A 

▼letrola was playing American jazz and about 2 couple« were danc­

ing. A« X passed one of the g irl« , apparently in charge, cane to 

the dcor and asked «one boy« and g ir l«  who wore In the dark out­

side I f  they wouldn't come In and dance. 1 didn't stay with this 

gathering but went on to the suao on the block oppoeite. A ll dur­

ing the ouao contest the jazs continued and couples could be ceen 

dancing. About 11*00 o'clock on ay way hone X saw about 30 couple« 

dancing in the group. $hey seeaed to be having a wary good tlae. (BBS)
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0» ijr way to Block 5  ̂ * pasted by Block 35* * s«W *  group of

ptopic gathered in front of the stage end «topped to tee what it 

was* A g ir l told ns there wae going to he a talent show. About 

200 people «ere gathered waiting* They had a raised stage on the 

east side of the ironing roes* Tfeere was a backdrop very deco- 

ratlvely painted with waves* There was a table on tha front of the 

stage with a drape. On it was a microphone and two loudspeakers 

on either side of the stage. About U footlights made of tin cans 

were lined on the front. They were using the ironing room for a 

dressing roe*. When Z went through they were playing records of 

Japanese songs waiting for the show to begin* 1 went on to a eusno 

contest and case back about 11*00 o'clock* The show wae Just 

ending* An older »an was giving some sort of recitation n& the 

people were good-humoredly clearing hist off. Then there were 

several singers singing a seal-classical serenade with Japanese 

words. The rest eeeaed to be modern ballads (| ). There was a 

stagemanager who aede a ll the announcements In Japanese. There 

were at various tines shouts frost the crowd In Japanese. (BBS)
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At supper tonight# Miss Cushman tola m  that she Is already for 

a Ph, D. except for her thesis and she plans to write that of her ex­

perience here* She hasn’t definitely decided on a subject yet but she 

Is extremely Interested on attitudes* I  presume it w ill be on education­

a l psychiatry# She has apparently done a good deal of clinical psychia­

try in connection with guidance work in schools in lake Forrest, I llin ­

ois which is just outside of Chicago* She went to the University of 

Chicago* She thinks that there are a number of other teachers who w ill 

also want to write their experiences here for their thesis* It  w ill be 

important to the Bureau of Sociological Research, to keep in touch with 

these people and perhaps have some joint meetings with them* tiles Cush­

man believes that she has "got under the surface" with the evacuee tea­

chers who were trained this Burner, and has found out some of their "real 

attitudes** I  asked her what this meant and she said that during the 

time of evacuation and then during before and after the evacuation# 

their reapect for democracy was considerably shaken* They a ll  fe lt that 

they failed* Some of them are beginning to have a litt le  hope again* 

Prior to arrival of the Caucasian teachers* the Japanese teachers fe lt 

very timid about undertaking their jobs# but after watching the buses 

unload# they have begun to think that they w ill be able to hold up their 

end* One of them had told her that he was glad there was limited space* 

limited school equipment because he felt that this would act as a sieve 

and cause the lees capable to leave early and he fe lt that the evacuee 

teachers could give them a run for their money when it came to showing

resourcefulness


