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& ? Wha@a th« O»aha office mé& first pp«<i©d m May 1 ,1W , the
trpritory it cohered was th* eastern half of H"braaka and th« eastern half
of South Dakota, or more specifically the Nebraska earnties of Bpyd, Holt,
3,0 Maco” j)iUEo f Thus* ' ' . (kdrfieJdIdi
Madison, St&aton, Cmiskg;9 B orti Bom#, Podg” %»ahingtc ir;-
Greeley8 Sherman, Howard, nmee, Platte, Colfax, Butler, Saundersf Douglas,
M «rriskt P<sl5)i B ail, Haailtm, Torkf 3«ieitrdf bmcm%~rt Sarpy9 Gmss, M m af
W iXlI&oref Jcnscsi| Kreia&diah Hu”kolXs”
‘Kiayer, Jeffercoa# Peim”ej md Meherdsmf end the South dekotu eountlas of
Cmpbeldl, Mcliierscsi, Broun, MaraSkll, Eoberts, Walworth, Edte«nda# Day,
Grants Potter, Faulk, Spinkf Clark, Codington® Sully, ~ e , Detael, Haralin,
Hand, Hu”es# Beadle, Brookings, Kingsbary# Buffalo, ~Tei*uld, Sanboni,
lalds, Moody Aiarcapa anson IfeCook: 12lisi*aaha Davison, Douglas®
it"M nsoii* Ttirner, ljine-olo, ClJiarleg, liixj B<xi Hoameji lagjSNrfcotj &1 # Iftiion,
gnA pojrfeii® ot Bz*ule east Mlssoihpl Elver* %l jtollowing Sebraska
counties vere added to th« Omaha tesritiay* K*rapaha® Brcmnf Eoekf Blaln«f
lk«oup™ Custer, Ifewsoij, Buffal f Oosper, Keam®©yf fvamm, Harlanf
and IYwaklia. these etmtiea had previously hem a part of the Scottsbluff,
e'br ska &Ov boli Jled*

~Nijile no section of lowa has ever hem a p&% ot t'se (kaha D istrict,

oral agr_«ut was aad# feetue th# Relocation mc®r the Des Moines,



lowal JDietriet and BeXoeation Ofitiecr of th« Omh& D istrict to the effect
that the Oaaha Relocation O fficer eould work in and attempt to make
job placements In ComielX Bluffsf Xovaf jost aeroas th# Missouri Hlvtr
Cteaha® and at other pointa along the extr&se western border oi tli€
Stat« | Wit Mentis Is stade this fact because m tmfavorable Inoident
arose «t Haabcurgy Xowap iihieh me handled I3y the Omhn B lIstrie'l O ffiert
later h and ffhieb ethendse be tion d
in th« repcsrt submitted bf the Bes Eoinest lova, Blstrlot*
fh« prinelpal M«l»raska cities are Cte*ha, population of W itQQ i
IAn~dhi (Cfiipltal olty)y pop"31&%im S5| | errand Island 9 popalaticm 207000}
and frmm %, population 12f500* Ih South Dakota® ihe principal eltles
ar®© Siotoc Falla, p |[mlatim 4If [ |[K>pulatim 15,000 Mitchellf
popalatl® 12j000f a4 Hur fiy pop&latim
fhc area cast of the Misisourl Blver ia Soutli Dakota ser?«d %
offlee la a diversified farming &res in that is m nearly
evw” far®* Most faimers have siilk 0Olrs and raise ehick”s a&d
the north”xti part of 'Uie S~uth Dakota ar@a is noted for its prodmetim of
hard spring and com Is raised in th# southeastern coraer of the
state* South Dakota lias a reputatiaa of b#i&g one of the best knntixig
states in the I"xion*
Th« thrpe of farsing 111 Soath Pakota Is unfamiliar to the average
r«@ 6ttler| end although the soil is rieh9 rainfall la a Halting factor

to CTOp production. Therefore, few “persons relocated to tliat part of ike

district* | There ims some seasonal w”rk ter a straw IwXIlng cmpsso® at



So”th Bakotatg nhieh attracted about t*®i*y-three daring
the mxmé&r of 1943} and dtzring the school tern of X943*1944? ap|*€»d®ately
twenty”o € st«ulents attended colleges at Slotut Falls| Hi2 iat MItch”LIf
Aberd«en, and Xa”kton* Two girls were in training as Oad«t Htureee at
Soath I"ikotai another Cad”™t Ntirs« was in training at a hospital
in  Aberdeen#

The prineipai industries in this part of Hebraslc ™ farmijagt
cattle feeding and dairying, sheep ralsingf sud masmfacturiBg of food
products* Omaha achieved the reputatloci during the fa Il of 1945 b«ing
the largest livestock m&tke% in the world* This section of H«braaka has
also had a good ghare of d fen®e indhas”rlesu Several farm families were,
attracted to the “pik»Couaty (irrigated) Area of Nebraska #il@h ccmi®rises
the eduntles of Dawstm" Gosp#rf a&d Hielpa* Mmy single espedlally
ISssGi to vosHk om a ranch at Hebi*ei@k * Most $f ili6 persms
going to LineoXa were those who desired to attead the State ttoiversity of
ebrae fesleyan ( ethodist), d Uion 001l6ge (Sevmth
(kaha ttrAeted th# arg st QtMber of rese llerg b”eauee were
opportunities in practically every line of mdeavorp and some of the defense
f&@*tori€s ere opffii o HisQi at top wag68*

Commiiftity Farticlpatloai
Ohttrch and soei&l groups as wUL as interested m¢€ tolercuat

individiusa@ eame formrd immediately, SGee (H their ownTMtive, to

AT y



teaple Israel Chiirchj Mr* and Mrs. Henry Mtrnsky; Rt. Rev. Msgr, F. J.
Flanagaai of B«qys Town? Dr* and Srs. Dana f* Warr«i| aad Mr* and

Urs, 5* K* lodtu, a Japanese tm ilj, who bud r«»id«d in Omaha for about

Cltlz*is Beloe&tim Comlitees were in Giuftha® Li&eoX&"
£©am.y* HO34rege, Bertrand and Leadogtoa, Hehraska* fhOr© w«®© no
committees of this type establlshod in South Dakota si&ce there were so
fe r#s«ttl goi&g to that pert of 0 4 otriG tit—

fh  Xdacoln Ocxisdttee has the aoat active c<mittee in tliat
th A~ h&w asaiisied a de finii« hav” jobsf haadX#d

housing problems9 and assisted in @ducatim«l problems, they also hav® a

list of peakers Yallabi® to sp”tk to groups (Jfllled
upcaa* Si#ei were amcmg t&© speakers| Mow«*er seme of theaii

hftirliig "fetieii* noXXog" haT® g £i€ 'T© flUs® positicpiia
the s re%«ra«d to their €&rmr komm on the Wh?% Coast* leveread

Eob«rt E* Drew, Director of WeuXgr Fouadation of Methodist Stud«et Work
at th# Ifoilversit® of Nebraska, "o was nased Ohairsum of the Li*eola
Citlzras Eeloeation (kw ltte#” descsnrss special at this point t<nr
the #3ce«ptic»ial assistance reaodered and oemrage extended to reseitl«rs in
I[4E aL&| emd aucli credit le also da# to Hr# Pemier E# King for hi«
partleipation in the relocatiaa program*

fhe Cteaha Citizens Reloeatio” e<m8l8t®dar four aub*

namel* SoelaX Fublie Houeingf

Esiplctifat; an3 these were called upoa I*r fBA for help cn many occasim*,

Qm of the most Isporta&t acts of aBslsta&ee rendered by ihe OmhsL O Itiz*ia



Eelocatioa C B»ittee, which was thm beaded tay Eeveread W. B* W altaira,
Fastw ©f Feafl Hethcsdiftt Chtirchi was t0 about op@ajj* of 'the
IMiversitjr of Oa&ha to studeata sf «Tapeuaes€ naiicaiallty*
=1 This distyid* rflc6 has &wsgs had HhO 0 iapX®t® eoopora'ti<sa of
|civic <~floials, clmreh groups, and social agencies* Both the MCA and
2HI3A Imv# pftrtielpat®N| ik tlhik r&lc>oatlcci program t® the e xt*"t a\V_
resettXers in Liaeeln aad Gfaaha have ftstoid these agmoies to b« most
tomlpliil lu the planning of reereati$iif coma©11411gf housingt and
®Bp2.<"ysBat* s of JPubXic veutl outt Q01111'%ey
BuredUSg 0©ynclIXfl* FaiaUty Assoolsttl-CKi
Travelers Aid, Catholic*Charities, Salvation Army, aad Red Cross are a Il
h&f® giira3$, mOctoplsfce ooop iTdti.osi % rep® i pEs*
Whex e o ffie . was ojwiaed ia Oteahaji WSPai.d®©laboi* uadl<»is
oolc the stand hat th r would not ploy evacuees for the reasoa that
flany ©f the a”ibera had eons in the (lladacaiial regiem end various South
Pacific points aad "while there may be a shortage of skilled labor, we
do not think it is necessary to*put our enemies into war industries,"
the foregoing quoted fvo& a letter w ritt®i by th« Local Business Ageat of
X*A*S« to an Q”iha rnachin© shop* A Labor Qaicci CoMittee, composM of
bet? th« varicias union org laatiesas was tlika foraed, through the
the to aet as an advisory coismittee ocq-
placing «vaeu#e@ in Union ai»3 Hm-tBaioia aad business flzt&si to
de7el0|> pl&eei&”™t vh”re laboar v&s teed@d tgr working 'fi.tli tfe© business
nager of the local .in t nas. e Gerned| to advie# as *o

*ssi®tiag ia Xa> 7 shortages ia th# vmrlotis iadastrles and iMBiaaas



flsr»s| and to advise on working eesditims asd other informatien eb€x»t
iBd/istritis where eyt&oue& labor ifilglrt be placed* AjTiej* Investlgatl<M aad
svctimy by the Labor Ifeion Advis”?y Costoitteef &% agre« &il» was reaeties
"nsre\* no Jftpanese’ij&erieaii votiXd be plaead 1B aZ3
industry wherein aailOR contract ms involved without first notifying
specific Union and obtaining th©ir consent thereto* Aa « result carpenters
tru kersf mechanics, and paeking-hous 'Rcricers w®©re to olytala
@isplojige&t in Hdl og shopsi we especially wish % ~N0 a tl<n

taken Igr the €10 la staking this pc”eible*

fh© cc»itt«e at Bertrand especially Interested in relocating
the pec™X® 1H the rur&X area the tcrsQ of Bertrand9 populaticm
is QX7 "N23* farmers vere pl&xmi&g to increase their acr*g@ isi

augar beets and realized the need for a larger supply oflabor* They were
also aBxious]|to brijL,&g in Mpai&me to balld tap the ecstmunity with truck
gardming and fruivgroving farads vho had experience in Irrigation.
F reseller f&rm '3, howe r , f * the eaxx*
Public Acceptancei

S€ntim«sit to~rd the evaoueeg in the csitire district 1@ unusually
good# The people here are open-aiinded, e<mserrative, home-loving”
irltli the a*fetit"© of Mv® aad liets Jiiv®*1 are p S\iiss witli
definite raeo prejudiQeé&t Imi fortm atO3jf|] tho™ are in tlie

When the office ms flrrb ope&dd9 B/IMcatlon O ttioer mad«
it klo first official duty to call upon the Mayor of Oaaha, the County

S heriff, and various otker c itj offioials auii civic leaders to acquaint

them with the relocation program* It is fe It that this prejmred th *



for the res«tti® a«it of evacuees In this district asd gav« them an
ine tiire to assist ever posaiKU*

M rly in the programf nou« of the sehools of nursing In Nebraska
would ace#pt Afi»6r a series of coa”*rtices
fey the m«abers the €aibft md Liaeols C%%tz&x& R”Mo®© atloii Goraaittees,
togeth”™ with 1KA offleials and the Stat# Board cT tese Ea»aia#rs, oppo«l-
H<iei upas ovsr*offi® ®ttd th< w&b 10" % discrcfei-QB of th© ladivifuaz
hcmpitals* fh# Methodist Cetif®r€iio© thm passed a resolution asking the
Methodist hospitals to aeeept girX$» otherwise quallfiedf for curses
training awith<mt regard to r&ee or color*® g irls # however, applied
tm tlbe training*

Cke of the first iaddmts in which this office beeaae involved

g th« protest part of several pcrsi g In lowa t©
the pixreh&se of a 6l12-acre fara near toiburg, lowa# lay thr«e Japaa««se~
A®®picana. fhis d&kidT®i ia B”eab”p ot 3.943* "e locate of this
iBOidesit was not within the territory under jtjrisdictim of th« Qaaha office,
it was handled # Caaha D istrict H«xa CAtikm mc©rs aad the Belocation
Stipf3*ylsor K®rsbs Citiyt iilavidig gOs# Into
sthe picture Igr reason of the property having been la the hands of a
lineo!nf H«br&Oka# real estate fif«#

the cmer of the far® Indicated that In his ©plaico there would b©
no objeotims raised to th« sal® of his property to per»c»s of Japanese

ny~tickaality| iu3«ev®r, as tfc© stoary fceeaae knowa s ttftss Indigaaticali

meeting was held with ab”it 150 200 farmers and tosaspec”le presmU



A 'pr&etieliig > su:rg#oii JiiAt tb« s Xiiie iia

who «@@ also a newspaper editor mid thti distrlet r#p~es«ntatlYyd to tfe« Misscforl

le g i3lafeir®, oalled tfe6 * HIl» paper rried torial ¥r;ltt«»

>y Mm under th« eaption ttJaps Invade Atehison Count/*n Fetltlo&s of
adeording to reportst had iMkea ejbroulated | r the im”~rlean

Legim Posts ait Sidiaay and Hamburg, lova* A resolution «as dratm up Isy a

oisottee e ap<Qiied of Xoeal pOOpIB aad seat «ir« to thie WA

Pirector at % 8htngtmf ~lich rmd la parti nA large gathering of several

hmdr«d eltlss?is of this eonmtmlt® have vot*d uoanluously to petition the

IS4 not to loeat# a&7 Japan«s# in this ociaiaunltsr* In our oplnlon# it

i$ rm~” ess”tlal that immediate &otim b« started t& Otop the reloeation

of Is Jktehi&m Oou™t™ Miasotirif or (icemtjp

fhs Offiah O fficer was 30 heclcl«d » thu groap whi® h« e”ieaTored

to speak timt It vast miggeated by the Ohaixmn of the meeting that be

giv e the aft I>t,

'3fAt m seeoad m#etijagf’ 24 tbe Xoesut resid”~ts sort
iatareet*di in tht matterf together Cb™M 1M Officers” the Beloeatioa
Silpexivi8 r of Kansas Cit*r a®d th« Hegimal Reports the Mayor of

Hambia! lova# «et«d as Chaireum* torn State Sen&t&r, Carr 0* Sjulin,
reported to haP# injeetedi 1llto meeting th# thou”it that a vmat TmX
estate coup was being made I*r tli® X*ine”lii B«sl Estate fixm9 wko was hi*lXiag
the sal. e |* was opinion that sixiee this was acting
agent for several thousand acres of Missouri bottom landf they sight

be taking this opportnaity to mLoad az»l sell land to others of Jmpa&«se



aaticnality, thereby sponaoring "another Tokyo** ftThis» we w ill not h&re,n
fee stated emphatieally* 1t was esplaiafid \*'r the WM o fficials that
had ao knowledg# of any plans that the feal estate stegr have| bat that
1BA s aer 2y interested in a program of asslffilUti e+ Hxe migle an the
real eatat# firm, however, contlaued to hold sway and those present r&min~d
rigid In their decition not to pemlt resettikBent of Japanese 4«©riGaas
in tlie ir eoffiauaity* After the meeting ad*oomedy ame of the people
reisftinedi and a general dlscucsic© followed aad a spirit of frlkkidXin«ss ma
Injected| however, it was the opinion ol WRA o fficials that it was folly to
suppose that rel ertl i Japanese M@ ;ri@aiis e0121d: asccuspliahed witlioat
more paKLle relatica8 workf first preparing a eoamual® to the point of
securiiig an i&Tltatlo» frcja its populace to relocate people of Japanese
aneestsy within their »idst# final otstecm® of the incident was that the
trassaotloii wrs abandoned and that tlie iifey adva& (NI th€ Migsel ns
prospectire purehas rs 38 returned © M@mb th® real Ostate firm*

g next iIJSGMciit. ar at OrsuN ItslaBdi Nelrrftska, @ &
Si X A*sms of ate litiy w&s pr t@dt the M aM

Oon&eil in AirriX 1M4» dskt&g that suoh steeps be tak™a as my be
nmesstiTj to m exelmsloQ law for m”~bers pt rwoe
having sore than Z8% ~tkjmieae blood* X% is b#eo@Ing iao”emsingly a| iar«iit
%0 ¥ uEiderslguod *yxat "Oteaska vIUL eventtiftXXy bO© ov*ttwl wirb ai€ffibers
of the J«paae«e race unless they ar® excluded of citlssmshlp and omaershlp
of property*® A

2 a letter to the Mayor of Qraad Island, the lilted States D itirict

Attorney, ©ailed att«ation to the probabl® violation of Seeticot 5X#



» XO

title 1%$9 S* Code, a&d stated that im knelt of no law vhioli tfould
pez@it the eHy authorities or any<me to eompei people to leav 8
Xcfag as thej were eondtietlig th«@9®Xves &s eitlzrs* la
reply thereto” the I*yor stated that hm had 7*eeeived protests trm local
peoples ben a Japanese fsmily propos | to p*yreh&@e & hme in GxdJU
Torthemor®*g h« fe It the BM had not kept their word to hist wh«n tke”
explained th»/ would not relocate p®rs<ms of Japanese natlcm li*r in
(Srand luxXa&d ess til a definite plan ims A the eitty
bewails® shortly ther«ftfter leaded ”“iat several JBipa&es# people had be”i
moored into the eityf The Ma”or atated that ttit w& rery plain that the prograai
of the Kezooatl<»i AdmInlistratiGsi voold change Texy materiaHy the eemomijo”
o f a n d our social
ChNbys EeloeaMon O ffieer et vitih the dty Coimcll to Sisottss
the atter furthep# and at tilmt file#Mng a Has introduced
signed XX sttidents of the @bM. 18and High School md school patrols*
ffe« p@titl<«ii statedi nWef the widiendgnedy stMcadts &f (Ss'Ynd Islaiad
Siestlo® Sigh BGhooX a&d voters ii& this ecnmnai% do r&sp«N}ftil]rr p « titim
the 01tj C/MsoeiX of this Oit® of CYaxd Islaod mot to pass any Xegislal«ic»i
iM eli woisldi d«ay any ga'cmp of pecpX» 3lring in. this eaifflmai®jr iheiy 73
eonstitutioiiaX ri*st of oimiBg “rop/~rtMtil
eries of eoafertiees wer® had lay WM © ffieiai# id the Migror A
d the CI r GouneU, and a eoeimlitee eaXXed 8The Co ittee for P ir
Play0 was organized among tolerant and broadminded e itlz*s of Omnd

2$landi| who were to deal with th© City Cmmcil* tlie of the largest



local newspaper was a ©abei* of “iis eomaittee, vatdous Inisters took

a fi*rm stand agaiast the lirtoieraac® <sfthe petitioners ss 11 as the

LittX® by littl® th© feeling died dcua, the tm il* completed the
par*has© of thaii* hme# other fajEilies of J&pasese aatlm alitjf aov”"
into the & itj$ ®< at O time about tweutj Wis#i m"a were at th#
A3 or Gomlja.sk«ar, Ordnanee Plant sear Gaased Island.
la Haroh of 1945f | ineM<ss™ ar ®in wh&t ia ksoim s the ndibba L
Sh«lt<m area** o i Sebsraska* iivrolv#” the r®i©idJig of two Japaneg©-
fftm lllesf mm Jtpaiaies®Am~leaa m Timmt md me Japanese tsXim
from the farm of a pjrcroiaeat famer mxd landcJiner, t& m was looat<ed
to the south of oad betwm t*e toms of "i«ltdR said Gibboa. Thm®
persons had a Il been empXoyed tay th® oimer of the farm m til la Mareh of
1975t b~aust of 111 heal%h9 h# laaaed th# farm % a pmrtetshtp fljtt*
this eompaay retained the workers slnae their services were )m&m to be
smtlafaotor® The irinolp &l in the &mef Hi Korm ~tm, was nm«d
manager oflfarm operatioaa and h# 9 to sug>3L @n 6«sar7 latar to
6p & 800-ft 2Q f bleb It s planned to gr 200 * s
sugar b#et$f 160 aeres of early potato@@y 50 aer”s of sweet eom# 5 aeres
of eabl*e”™ 80 aocarea of oarrota™ a o<tmsld«rabl« green tomato acreage® mA
the in flelS com*
Wim plm » beeame knoim9 a mmber of thf looal oltisea8 became
ad3«rm«d in that th«re may b« a colony of Jjapaues# In that oemmity*

treats wOr« made % dix persons "o irielted the farm atid told Hi Kormatsu



12 .

that h© ai® tine of the Japanese workers 1llid th”ia* families % uld —
have to leave the ccias»mity wlthia thre« dsgrg, A mmting was called by the
Xooal laplemeat dealer for the purpose of d*tenalaiag what ©mild be don® --

aboirb hfindsig the p opl® r ored roe hai

ms attended s approximately 100 ffraers” buainess and professional »en*-

|ja th” e O»stmitjr* A motim «as passed to draw up a p”*iltioa to |»res€9it io

th® iesdorg of the far» S aooordii "™ t&e foilowSiig pfetitioa a®

"W0| the undersigned olti*ens of th© "“euBaunity of Shelton aad la
|~ ; BsiffaX© Coaa%# Hebras™t, her”r respectfall.® request' (3aap [
Rfe m Hicdfelt, Platte ?all®y Construction Coraj*ny, Oibbcaa Fantas Ccaspaay,
or any other p®rsqa or employers of labor of 3 panese an<j«j5ti7 >
ecaasider our tirgent desir© for th© betterment aad eontimed progress
110f the agricultural prodie%tm and laprovem”at of the eomtauaity of
Buffalo County by discouraging the migraticn of labor of such
Jftpa™ese snoestrj our ca”™unit®r idi*ch would cr*sate a steadily
growing ©eXony of the”t and we believe that such cssplojers wotild
assist ue greatly, having In mind the future end steadily growing
laproveaent of oar ooHBsusit"i if they would desist from mplo”~ing
_ljmch and 468ist IV ais”siiig lioid in cmr. to
such persms of Japanese meestxy»t

mTlierb were 91 signers en tile petltioi iaeliiSiag th« CSc'mty Attorney
md %m G m ntj Sheriffs



th# tBX& in % $00 jjf they wouXd rcsnove the Japenese'*

vil|purl€Nii8f. It> Citegp aeul ledjtel info ed thiny. ©puFt i&
Gvlag the pRAURI® d if the eommitt as iasiat t abou ving the
Japanese out of the oomomityt they voald have to do it theaaelve3. Wx®
the ccmmlttOO called m Mr* loreoatsu asking hla and the others pf Japm»se
nali ality to ieav* they ga the foliowiag as their reasons*
iV ©aid b® f1  Napaa™ge. ®~"ieaaji 1
NfesoH iert eame baek to the FXait« VaXX”r area trm
P eifie far th« terse:

(2) Tluit the I*ara«fa of F2jitte Valley wep# aJbraid that th«

Japaaas® 1 eoimi m e imlley hen tl ~ recogniss. 1

N ~ the I*ad and locality* th«y would

th© loe :'fat*# e<'oOist b"dau -m .y o lolsiwipiKr. T*
JapWi®HO prodiitG# Ma© p®r tbmi tdi#

__loeal farm -

‘ If California didaH mn% th# Japasese”™Azaerleaii peoplef

N N\ N\

tfeey didn*t waat th  elth . y ? :
Ftok the foregoing reasons as gi by the ¢c_dU®©e, it iriU be
een that th«r« was ,filing of eeomasie j loaj wbieli w11
baliev® vas tb« tmderJ”riBg active for this ineidmt*
Th«r« were a series of meetings held attended offieialej and

gala th« MIBi8t©rlaX A#s «iation _a« forward with a d«emmeiati  ojf such

iiitolerane®”™ aod th# editor of t"0 local newspaper at Island wrote »me



_le_ .

splendid editorials in behalf of the Japanese pesettlers* Since Gibbon and

Sheitcm ar® Qily -« miles fr a Grand Island, Nebraska, many of the persons

who assisted War Relocation officials in the Grand Island e«sef came to

their aid in this Inataxice* Mr* MIXtcsi Beekauuiny Superintendent of SehooXs

at Gibbon, Kebraska# <icao«need tlie attitude oif the petititm #ra d wrote

letters vhioh were published by various newspapers in this districtf in

which h« d«erled tim intoXeraae« that nemed rampant In that c<«®tmity* th«
States Dietrlet Attorney again took part by calling the of

th« petitioners to probable violation of the Civil Liberties Code.

BOt <Mir#t to sl r

were not azul sin&e Otli * m d 2aioh rs s t gfjTeFs of
to <L lidft the e<munltj™® and are happily Icnsated
tt fii®e® w itliiii & *&idjlu8 of &iXdo f %6 £ mhe 1M

Even though th« afor«Rentiai«d Incidents did occm»# it le ft no>|
uafairorable impressicaa upm the g~“ral public la this dlst*rlet*
E h 'Mb# an iBeidiesit oeeurr®” the (k&ha IHA offie « was Vv itii
offers ttm p«r#ons desiriag to eiaplogr the Japanese Americans m their

farms or in their businesses#

| To# first resettlers of Japanese m o”stry in tlils W«r«

eapy«d at !feth * Planagaii»s Boys Hbb Boyn Tom, ©braska, fimy were
assighed to positicm® or the Welfare and Counseling staff, stenographic and

/\NWVVVV\/VV\N\/\/\/\/\/WVVVV\: N 'V a 11. ) a)>
cl®ieol positions, aM to far® and dairy operationa# Reloeati<«i Officers

ma’e a canvass of business finas, att«aptiag to develop job offers. As



aresult, offers ease from packing hcmses and food msnuffteturing plantst
hotels end caf«sf bakeriest garages» jewelry storesf hc”spitaxe, |>hoto*
graphle atudio«# factor” haying wious defuse contracts, and private hmeS

Asiring doaeailos and gardmers, Xtirm z*n Gaafea, maimfacturing -
Il | |

c. = — .. T

dep”idable | think the” are asi®*g the best workmm ve hare in tho
A Iftny of the workers in d#ffactories duriag the i®r haire

retained m the eomp”qgr payrcMLI 6lid are new engaged in reeoEiversion vork«

almg ivith th@ Ir ec*WOrk«rs# 7&e middle vest has nerer hem a stresig mrea
for the labor mlo&sf due to the faet that It is not prédomlziate3.y indtus*
trlaULssadU Both the CIO and AFL tmloKis are r»prese&t#d la Qsaha* the 0XO0
has « k«d whole-heartedly ulth the WEi offiee but &ome the AFL ioeals
have &oi bc«a so eoopcoratlY ««
eaies im Oaaha not ki# &s in arger i*dustridl
Xn fact| the wage scale throughout the district Is relatively
low* 9%€Ewmwerf th« eost of Hiring Is likevise low*
of WR& and States
ia dletrlet be@n most frienil*r* At the o”itsety the M4 offices

iumdled praetleally &X lob plae®entsf some of the resettlers



a reeeptim* As earl*r as 19441 ~ cooperative arraagim”at was la
force with the ®SES offices in Ciaaha, Lineoia, and Grand Island, Meferaskaj
and educatiaial contact® had been made with OSBS offices In Fremont, Hastings,
and Kearney, Nebraska) and Haron, Aberdem, Mitchell,aad Sioux Ffell®,

S Nkota*. £tJt e of 1945 n ligtida“ioa plazis £6f the Wa¢
Eeloeation Authority were being fomulated, the Relocation O fficer took
st€>|N to transfer all plae®ieats”™ esEoept Soi&estlo and to the
0SBS tlx Msn&g™ of Hi cdmc6 &8SIge®d a st@sbdr <&
his $%&ff as Special lja*exTlew”r* Isl Cettha whoFct HSB$ has ftlitrays workftd
with WHA practicftlly from the b~gliming of the WM offie#, they fumiehed
iaforraation on firms needing employees. Sueh firms were then contacted
bgr th« Relocation O fficer to determine if they would be willing to accept
Sisei or Issei* Qae of th® areasois for his early eooperati was tb

fact that r_ Hand, auager of the Omaha USES o ffic lad previously
worked wlfeh the plae«E«at of seasonal evaetiee wca*kers in western. Sebara@ka$
and he vas quite familiar with and syapathetid to the IRA program. th»
Osaha tTSES office agreed to accept the task of finding mploymmt for all
jresettler applioantiB either cai first Int@F7i@ir or repeat* Oaxtls ttw k

the WHA office Indicating emplc”ers willing to hire 1"aei or Hlsel were

le ft ith the USES o ffi 30 that they transfer sueh inforra ti 1to
their records, A mber ©Of the staff 8 speei*31ly designated to counsel
ajpplicrts and to interview prosp©ctiv® eaployirrs® thereby giving the re@ ettl«r

as amefe per8lal and indiiridttalissed atteirfcicn as possiKle* In eases



language diffioulties might arise, the office ms advised *o call
upoa e”rtala resettlers la the coeamiitj who would b© willing to Inter|xr«t*
The pwtpo&€ of this plsta m"a to aogtxalnt resettiers with the
ueTttee rendered bgr th« 93id % 11100 Q,$qualjit USIS p~rscxixiel with the
fact that the rcsettlers weald look to them entirely for assistane# In
securing employseat* The Managers of the various USES offices were
most reeeptlre to th« plan*
AgriauXtural opportunities were developed ecmtaoting County

Agents* through thair eooperatimf plao”ents ware made for

seasonal work# j«ar*around f&xm laborf and an basis* Tw ity*
rrfaettler faailits w«re m farms la 19441 a real effort was made to
iiitei'iist ©vaeue® farads lja th© Di8trlot of

South*C tr& | He)brasJiku This e pdU  tlui ecurnti  odf &ftw80n, Gosjpes*,
FheXjps* Te® fritouaty ijret Jad eoasid&rabl# to but since
it was a relatively nwij*developad project, maay resettlers fe It the
future a b it imoitrtalii* Alse| it is believed that the incident whieh
000urred in an “tjalniAg eoim”™r diseour&ged fi6GK¥km  and aa preiriGitsi®
relate 9 &me farm families trm that locality as a result of It«
0&e .of = farmers ia .tlie To(013 f however, h&a sad. & Fed 3 g-
his ahair&“crop operations* 80 reside with his faslly m a i6 "acsre
farm near HoXdregci| Nebraskay &= ia 1945 a b’sipexlpotato crop!
hii.shar© b©13g 3D jpcaiad sacsks whicli l® sold t . *  [*€p sauk«
In fi44ttloa to the potAto®S| he raises otber vegetables” suga’™r
be«ts* Hi« youager children attend the local high 0011001 aad rural school

Axere th”jr haw b”m most favorably received*
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this district has eacperimced no difficulties in finding suitable
Napiopient, Urban or tutal, for the resettl«r$# At all times, there

have hem ®or© job offers than perscsis to fill the opting®*

rrr—

©caiaunity*®”~ family parchaaed a ®aall cafe from a long”tlsie re&ldm%

Japanese la Cfeaha, th# finanoing ©f whieh they handled themselves*

The saae Is true of a greenhouse aad Jlorlat business, “iloh is operated

Isy aa Ids®! aud bis jTs"UIr in 11111001k busiBesses ar®© prospering*
MlasMsoll

Sesetti*rs seemed to experience irerj little ~iffieulty In beaming
assimilated la tliis d ljtrie t. With the exceptic® of th® three iaeid”its
previously desozjb«<$9 the”™ w«re abl# to normal Xiviag eo”dltlans*
They mre welcome 111 the schools# chisrohes, th#aters# and oth”r public
places of mxx&mmt and recreation*

A gaestimnaire was sm% out by the Helocatim O fficer to the
resettles ©arly In X944 to asefertain th«ir Interest in focming an
evaeuee social and adtrisory coaalttee* Bi# response was whole*h«arted2y
in favor of such a group, and in Ifej of that year the Oaaha office was

Kansas C ity Ofrice tosc haviiig organised the jfiJ'S'fc
evacuee advisory and reception c<»uaittee in th© area. This group carried
the name of +«eOmdha Reception Oom%ttmn sad has bean the laa™or fftctor ia
aaklag th# "s~tlears PFO®! &% hots# tihis ooratuni*y* The has

spcaasored raonthly social fimctims for both Issei and Nisei frm . the time
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ot its organization. In Hovember of 1944# th«y arranged a "Good-Wil®
banquetf hcsaored guests being Oity officials and prominent persons Ifi the
Cteigiia and liincolUa area aa a tribute to their 83lpit of fHe dlln aa,
on “presdicsi of thanks for their kindii*s and eooperati<»i* Over
200 p«rs as attended the banquet, the sain speaker of the ev”~Ing being
SUroki, wi"s as stati ed a‘t the Harvard, Nebraslea, Aii* Base,
through the Joint efforts of th« Bslocatloa O fficer aad
Hr* S* 0Ofdcsi, ..Direet * of M ult IVlu tien of .Gr«a«™a Ceat«;r on tocap of
s eral districts, thfc Omaha Schools of Vocational B3 atioo in eonneefeion
wlt& the Wai* Froduotim Training fr& gtm were opeaed to regettlifers* M tilt
elasses wer« is are wél4111maehine shop® wood patte3m-««Ildbig, a3
power aachise operation, ,For boj» and girls the classes were machine
shop| wood pattern-makiagt wood tool-aakiag, aad power sewing aachlse
operation* Th« classes tmr© givm at a lo il high school, and mre att*oded
by several resettlers# As a resolt of the training received la the arc
Idis® GOUTBO, mie of the Msei has become top- ag© imld r with b Oteaha
i« \ 1* "Ik
Both public aad private welfare agmeies h&m GEm most g*aerous in
offeriag of their services# Vnder the plan of Resettlement Assistance9
a smooth-working referral systm was adopted at a meeting ©f various
social agmcy represmiatirBs”® Social Security Board r©T3res«otatives”
and WBAo fficials. Al coaourred in the plan irhereby th€ WHA office, upon
receipt of a E”settlemeat Assistimc# eme9 wo«ld r«fer th« saa®© "feo

State Beparfeieni of Public Assistance, aa< that office ia tmn wornld submit
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the case for investigation, approval and final handling to the
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appropriate County Aesletanc© office. Douglas County (Omaha) m&

Lfinsas™Or (I"S-coln) Assl sljqiic© Bureoas r*nd”red fltianQiaX aid

In caaergmc/ medical eases| assisted in &rrmgmmtB of md provided

fiam cial aid Tor S"meroXu} assisted ia the purchase of farniturei

arranged for hospitalization of tuberculosis patients| paid school

CWIW"Qll ~or uaa™®®" minors relocated in Chaha# and gaTe eotmstll&g

In amerous and sundry cases* Travelers Ala has hem ealled upon for
Nwo % LT %i*avelliBg# M& & isfeolon FArsAtflrrs  hav<i

hem very self-euffioient| and th«y haw not,up to the present time,

had to avail theaselres of many of the service® offered V the private

/APKfe”e agencies. The agmolea, howerer, stand raady to give assistaaee

at my time requested*

Both th® ISCA and MCA have extended the ns« of their fae llities
for the various meetings end socials of tha Oaaha Beeeptim Ccsaiaitt#e#
Both maintain “iployaient and housing registries. Mmy of th© single men
are &oits”™ at the tM and partilcipat# la the rtereatlottal programs« fh#

XM has also offered the use of th©ir Chapel to the Iprip for a«y

Many of the Nisei girls are members of th© XWGA and a special
invit&tiofi has be«n extended to the yomger girls to become ae»b«rs of th«
G irl Beserves, The G irl Scouts org”~nissation and the Boy Scouts have aleo
invited the seabership of the resettlers,

Various ohuzdvg hair® n*“ped ih@ us© of ™OIr Ollib roons i*o "tHo

resettles* and t First S tral Cigpegatianal toareii has b®«i eepeelslly



astiv®O in the social a”tist8 _at of the ftvaeuees. Ifp». Hartha Frie a,
Bir®&ciar H™"XiMous £diuoMitii €6 a0t @hsSIFE2©
interest in the prt®*m ~ Sh« worked O Qtinu<»usljr with her Stmda”* School

ola»«e# % fam iliariae th« yoimger mmbers of th« elaireh with the proUeiss

ting t o JTitpfts e A= *lute3 , 2 #ting s prograas- ';

have hem h«ld# and a nmber of the meu®«s wre invited to participate.
Among other projeots, ihe jroung people of this einmsh have h*lped to
pay the exposes of a Nis«i g irl vho attends Do«&« College at Crete,
I mw Mreoi*r of Migicma Mucatim at the ehuroh la

Mrs. 0* | # H «tf b ig also Chairsam ©f the 3fet«r*raci®| €oeaaittc«, md

a aetiv# B/stbsf of Sitlsea® 1.0& CkxsaltSee#

® S ® in “fehig alwagfai

acatei the relocates have b m abl« to find livlag quarters after

dllign% jMBA3?h b tfegapiag theasclves ba79 beocB© 1010ro
d I iliar N> e 0 hft0 b & no OOnowft'tniSlcn
persctis of Japanese aatiem lity la <si© section. The people have found
*jpaH» _t8 ia a il pftria Cth# dty# Ila to the sselstaitoe
givm them feg th© WE& m ## th© TOJA and WCKk have housing
leadr#| azid soae of r« ftl estate rm t&| haw b®"a iaost ©oop®ratiTO*

Mi® uBwo<RBlrs hav# puxtQhaséM th e ir ho”esg tiavisg 1>h"Bigelv©8

arranged for loans through loeal

Saidy in progr«a4 th«re vas acme diseuas relative tD the

ogling f a hostel but swob, pXins aev®r ier«fear®.



t p”~ary hoiiadng img provided M for sitigie + | -
Ar~rr offAfrrd h<mei&g fer corneal and there »®ay fin®, clean private
hoses offerixsg rooe and board to single aa and vmmm wH#r$
aKle to sectiFe ttiaporary housing is #ithey two eiesffi hotels ia Chalzs
at a nominal ohas”ei h«nr#Ter, a ll hotels w#rc ©pea to m j of th# resettleps
™0 vish to r«sain thdra* 1h Liaeoife, R«v«p«id Drew provided housing
throtagh th© Wesl#y Fcs»idati<xi fear a? the studeitsi aad in some cases
ho was abl« to pr yld« temporary housing for faailH«s«

fh# Qsaha Basing Aathopitjr Hc®es a®d Terrae©
6fi3den Hoffits) offered th«ir facilities to aay res€ttl#rs "“ho emM ®e$t

the qualifieati€Bis as to Incrnej md. the Federal Public Housing Authority

00Operfi%e<| to th® ext€sil«« Several frallies btp bo» housed la
FFSi
Oth  Probl«Bs MM JdjtiSft8

the O”ha Wca*l4-H«rald, the Oraid Island Indepeadfiat, end th©

Lincoln Star and Journal deserre special eoimendaliaQ for tb® fint

G p«natd«a bave i s th© 1M offlo# sod far pAiiahing
fiaay .spi_tidM ia pport. oIl "dts righ Cf tlii# Jilsori
groupe

In the fall and winter of 1944*3.94.5# th« Heloeatlcm Offic«sr
cm”™®tcte<l an ex"maive vism | e<iticatici&al pr~*raa by ehowlag tfe« fiX»
"A Challaige to I? ocp«?yn to all the high schools In the 8ity of Cteaha
to FfA groups” “bxxrebi Grgs”&isatlonSf private oXubSf ssd elubs oflltisiiiess
d profesisle 3 voateiu Tke filst nas also sho™a to sw“ral gft*pe

in LineoMll Qm~d l«Xa&d# and Keameyf H«la*aska«
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.(ktaliatudingf Coeirntmltiess
Cnaha, lasraska, Hx*a<rted the largest ! of re le u
where there wa? "iplo®*neat offered in all fields of work. The mploy&r
of the largest ntaaber of resettl#rs Is Mr. Moel Corer® Cosad| Nebraska,
cfwair end curator r*f a large 2aaeh and sh«ep farm# are now about
#le fed i Iss aad Hisei, mor his pfl*rroll. Hi# single siefi ai*e

housed in doraltorfns) eating their meals at a coaiatmity mess h&U.*

The Osaha offie# the Wap HeIo:e:a%/iv Authcarltgr «<a& p ed
lay 1,1973, with Walter S. Parmetep as Eeloeatim O fficer and Mrs* Adah L*
Eiks* as hie assisteoit* Mt* P&rmeter served in that eap&elt? m tll
Svsib Xp 19445 whioh resi*Eied$ Mrs* Ei<wr re@i*n#d ck.

P 16 2371944» . 72*37 @)16 1  TEi6  '1(1 0176"
out of Lincoln, Mebraaka, during the period April 22,1943, to December 15,
1943« Mr# WiXliaa K» Hollkad began «ap3L”a®at with WRA on Maroh 16,1944,

was ©Onployed as As«i®tant Relocaticai Super?19or of the Itosas CIt" Area
with his o fficial statiaa being Kansas City, MisscRiri, Infective July 19 1944,
bis ifeaMca was "feraaisfftafT"d me (teaha) asad hie mus autoittatloslly
ofeanged to Eelocatlon O ffie#r* He aeirred the Osaha offie”™ In thie capacity
until Aprill6, 1945, whea h© was treeagfetped to th« poaitim of Heloeatloa
Pr ram O fficer, Tul Laic® Oeaater, ®v ell, Oalifeamin* r. Jay H¢¥ Sh®Mon

waa Assc”late ReXoe-.ition O fficer in the Omaha offiee frm April 3 ,1944*



to June 194~ Claude C* Cornwall was appointed BfXocation O ffice,
effeotiv® June 1 ,1945t and resigned as of S#ptesab®r 4.,1945*

Krs* Frances H* Hots vas named as Assistant to Hr. William £* Holland

cn lovhiber 1 ,1944-f to fill the 'moancy le ft upesi resignstim of
Sira* M alite Ei.er* %*3« Hotz s®rm®<i is? this? snd as otlug
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Qfrioet* tx&Ifll Ts X945f iMNi«b isas nosed Helooatloa

@

O ffice* Mies Ltiele M« Kawaftme joined the Gfaaha staff on in“ust 4.,1943*

as Cl«rfc*Sten grapher and aerred faith fully im til th® elcminff of the

Gsaha office on February 1 ,1946*






