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AGENDA
Planning Committee Meeting for Strategy Conference to be held
January 10, 1945, én problems relating to the return of
persons of Japanese Ancestry to the Pacific Coast.

I. What will be the nature of the Strategy Conference?

a) Purpose (Reintegration of returnees)
b) Scope (“Yoastwide)
e) Participation

II, Areas of action and interest:

welfare of returnees

Housing for returnees

Jobs for returnees

Public Relations

Liason with Government Agengies

LII. Means of Coordinating Work by all groups in phases mentioned, in

Rural areas
Urban Centers

IVe Suggestions of persons whose interest should be utilized in
Conference and ensuing program.

V. Discussion of future coordination of similar efforts in field
race relstions.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF CONFERENCE ON INTERRACIAL COOPERATION

PALACE HOTEL, SAN FRANCISCO
January 10-11, 1945

. Sponsored by -~ Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play

Purposes: 1, To draw together persons connected with Government Agencies and volun-
tury organizations in order to plan jointly for the orderly and harmonious integrat-
ion into community life of such evacuees of Japanese ancestry as may return, with

Army approval, to the West Coast, and

2. To consider creating machinery to ensure coordination of plans agreed
upon and of activitics of organizations concerned with interracial and intercultural
relations,

Porticipants: Representatives of Government Agencies:--—

War Relocation Authority

Federal Social Sscurity

War Manpower Commission

Federal Public Housing Administration

Children's Bureau

U, S, Office of Education

Civil Service Commission

Preogident's Committee on Fair Employment Practices

Public Health Service

State War Board

California Agricultural Adjustment Agency

California Dopartment of Agriculture

Farm Security Administration

Emergency Farm Laber Projcct, Agricultural
Extonsion Seorvice,

Federal Land Bank, Berkeley

United States Employment Service

Members of Voluntary Organizations:

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fgir Play -- Rep-
resentatives from : Los Angeles, Pasadena, Sgnta Barbara, Sac-
ramento, Fresno, San Mateo, San Jose, Seattle,

San Francisco Council for Civic Unity

Seattle Council for Civic Unity

Berkeley Democratic Club

National Conference of Christians and Jews

National Association for the Advancement of Colored Pgople

Filipino Groups

Residents of relocation centers

Berkeley Intcrraciel Committee

American Council on Race Relations

Borkeley Branch -~ Women's Internation League

Committce on Resettlement, Federal Council of Churches,

Rosenberg Foundation

Columbia Foundation

Chincse Six Company

Office of Community War Services

Young Men's Christian Association

Young Women'!s Christian Association

Anmerican Civil Liberties Union







International Institutes

Congress of Industrial Organizations
Northern Cnlifornia Council of Churches
East and West Association

Community Chest

American Friends Service Committee
Japanese-American Citizen's Lgague

Jewish Survey Committee

Represcentatives of the different churches,

Theo Agendas

Progran : January 10

9:45 a,m., - 12:30 p.m,

i

AL

eE

Iv,

Call to Order and Statement of Purpose, by the Chairman, Mr, Meurice E, Harrison.

The Situntion and the Oytlook as seen by Mr, Dillon S, Myer, Director, Var
Relocation Authority.

Statements by representatives of other Federal Agencies

See Part II for Sumnmarics

Description and Explanation of Work Groups, mecting from 11:3%30-12:30 and
1:45-3:15 p.m,

(Numbers I, II, and III are primarily concerned with problems facing persons of

Japanese ancestry returning to the Western Defense Ares.)
(Numbers IV and V are related to all groups working on practical techniques in
the general field of race relations on the Pacific Coast.)

Group No, I Welfare
Chairman: Mr, Richard M, Neustadt
Secretary, Miss Priscilla Beattie

Group No, II Legal & Constitutional Questions
Chairman: Mr, Edgar Bernhard

Secretary: Uprs, Maynard Force Thayer

Group No, III Emgloyment
hairman: Dr, Hubert Phillips

Secretory: Mr., Joseph Conrad
Group IV  Public Relations:
Cha irman: My, George Rundguist

Secretary: lMiss Ann Madsen
Group N v Coordination of Interracial Programs
Chairman: WMy, Herman Hagedorn

Secretary: Miss Annie Clo Watson

3:30 to 5:15 Consideration by the Conference of Rgports and Recommendations of

Work Groups. Chairman: Dr, Monroe E, Deutsch.

5:15 to 5:30 Summary by Dr, Arthur Cushman lcGiffert, Jr,

Januarg S
10:00 a.m, Call to Order——A, J, McFadden, Chairman, State Board of Agriculture
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Introductory Remarks -- Dr, Paul S, Taylor, Vice-Chairman, Committee on
American Principles and Fair Play and former member State Board of
Agriculture,

Outlook and Situation of Japanese-American's in Pacific Coast Agriculture-
Statements by State and Federal Agencies.

See Part II for Summaries

The Situation of the Returning Japanese-American Farmer: Statements by
chairman and members of the Conference.

Question Period

Call to Order —— Professor Paul S, Taylor
Discussion of Problems raised in Morning Program

Summary by the Chairman,







PART I

The Gist of the Conference

It was widely Representative.

Among the participants were representatives of five Federal and four
State agencies: voluntary agencies concerned with interrac¢ial and intercultural re-
lations; Nisei and Japanesec cevacuees; and persons of the Negro, Filipino and Korean
minorities; also representatives of the press,

2. It was Constructive,

Attention was focussed primarily upon solving the problems arising from
the prospective return of some of the Nisci and Japanese evacuees, and secondarily,
upon mobilizing the forces of order and good will in local communities, No time
was spent in arraigning the "opposition".

3. Cooperation of Other lMinorities with Evacuees

The Negro, Filipino and Korean spokesmen all expressed eagerness to safe-
guard the rights and liberties of returning evacueces, and said that any attempt to
make capital for their own racial groups at the expense of the Japanese would be
sawing off the limb on which they themselves sat., They recognized that all minor-
ities - and for that matter, all citizens - were in the same boat, and that to deny
full constitutional rights to any racial or religious group would weaken the rights
of all, Specifically, the Negro spokesmen said they would make no trouble over cases
where Japanese omners of houses legally terminated leases to Negro tenants; and the
Filipino and Korean spokesmen declared they would not allow indignation over atroc-
ities by the Japanese military to betray them into taking revenge on innocent and
unfortunate persons of Japancse descent here,

4, No Discrimination by Government Agencies.

Spokesmen for nine Government agencies gave assurances that they practic-
ed no discrimination on account of race, color or creed, and that they attempted to
secure application of the same policy by local agencies, such as Housing and County
Farm Security committees., It was admitted, however, that local agencies were sway-
ed by local sentiment and might discriminate against returning evacuees, The cure
for such discrimination would be to develop strong community committees for consti-
tutional rights and fair play. Ag to housing, returnees employed in war industries
would get housing on the same basis as other people; but evacuees working in other
industries would have great difficulty in finding housing unless they owned houses
or took farm or domestic positions, The operation by churches and other private
aencies of hostels and other temporary accomodations for evacuees will help greatly,
but will not solve the permanent need, It was urged that the W,R,A, should operate
hostels, but no assurance to that effect was given,

5. lMobilizing Community Forces now Urgent

It was agreed that the overwhelming majority of people on this Coast are
fair-minded and averse to active discrimination against returnees, but that in order
to check lawless and malicious groups intensified efforts should at once be made to
mebilize the forces of order and good will, especially in interior centers., Exper—
ience has shown that leading citizens will readily participate in forming a Council
for Civic Unity or a Fair Play committee when it is brought home to them that unless
they make their influence felt for law and equal rights, a few lawless acts by night-
raiders may cause great damage to life, property, and the city's reputation. Al-
rcady in some communitics vigilante gangs have begun to work under cover, and al-
though returning evacueces may be their first victims, they would not be their last.
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It was pointed out that hostility to returnces generally stems either
from ignorance or from self-interest, and that the best cures are constant publicity
for the truth and the organization of sound and responsible citizens,

6. Coordination of Interracial and Intercultural Agencies Demanded,

The Conference was called partly in order to pave the way for effecting
closer coordination among the scores of councils and committees on the Coast that
are concerned with some phase of racial or cultural relations, A strong desire was
evidenced for the formation of a Coastwide agency, which would have four functions,
namely: to serve as a Clerringhouse for information; to make Inquiries and Studies
of general value; to Bveluate the work of agencies, when requested; and to Stimulate
the undertsking of new projects and the Formation nr Coordination of local agencies.







PART II

Statements by Government Agency Representatives

Federal Public Housing Authority -- Langdon Pypst, Regional Director

"e will house returning Japancse - Americans who become war workers, in
the same manner in which we house any eligible war workers. The same policy will
apply to persons of Japanese ancestry making application for employment in our »
offices, subject to ...standards set up by the Civil Service Commission,.,"

Manpower Commission - A, E, O'Brien, Regional Attorney

"The rules and regulations of the War Manpower Commission were adopted
for all Americans, regardless of race, creed, or color. To the best of nur ability,
we will continue to apply these rules indiscriminately. The War Manpower Commission
recognizes its responsibility under its memorandum with the President's Committee on
Foir Employment Practices, ond will continue to strive to carry out that responsi-
bility.

The War Manpower Commission can not assume responsibility for factors
affecting employment over which it has no control, such as problems of housing,
trensportation, health, and safety.

Fair Employment Practices Committee -~ Harry L, Kingman, Regional Director,

Whenever the President's Committee on Fair Employment Practice receives
a complaint that a worker of Japanese ancestry who has been returncd to the Vest
Coast with Army approval is denied equal employment opportunity by employers or
unions in war dindustry or in Government, it will investigate to determine whether
the complaint is valid, If discrimination is found to exist, the Committee will do
its best to obtain elimination of the unfair employment practices, The same attempt
will be made in this case to carry out the provisions of the national Non-Discrimi-
nation Order that is made in behalf of any other minority worker over which the FEPC
has jurisdictinn,

Children's Bureau —- Miss Lenrnnt, Chief

The Children's Bureau consistently advocates justice to all people re-
gardless of race, color, or creed, and especially, equal access of all children to
all scrvices and opportunities promoting their heslth, education and welfare. Ad-
ministration of all scrvices for which Children's Bureau is responsible, including
Maternal and Child Health, Emergency Maternity and Infant Care, Crippled Children's
Services, and Child Welfare Sgrvices is beased on this principle, We are particular-
ly interested in opportunitics that will be afforded to loyal Japanese returning to
their former homes and communitics, or relocating clsewhere. The Children's Bureau
will give all possible cooperation in working out plans for mothers and children,

Federal Sgcurity Agency, Social Security Board.-- Richard Neustadt, Regional Director

"The Fedoral Sgcurity Agency and all its technical operating organizations
including the Social Sgcurity Board, the U, S, Public Herlth Service, the U, S.
Office of Education, and the Office of Community War Services, have gladly pledged
their full cooperation to the War Rglocation Authority in resettling those who were
cvacunted from their former homes on the West Coast., The provision of financial
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assistance is being made through the Bureau of Public Assistance of the Social Secur-
ity Board, which will supervise the distribution of such funds through the State
public welfare departments and their constituent units in the counties. Technical
and professional advice of all the agencies operating under the Federal Sgcurity
Agency, and also the Children's Burcau, as well as all other Government departments
that in any way deal with the problems of human beings, is available to the War
Relocation Authority, which is the agency having primary rcsponsibility,"

EXTRACTS FROM ADDRESS BY DILLON S. MYER

Mr, Myer insisted that all the Centers must be closed by December 21,
945, and the schools in them by summer, a decision to which a number of his hear-
ers objected as impracticable and unwise. Dependency would be cared for by the
local welfare agencies in the comymunities where the people settle, and "if these
agencics can not meet the nced, we will ask the Social Security Board to do it, a
better and cherper plan than to open centers especially for such dependents." W.R.A.
will not dictate where evacuees should settle, but will advise them, as heretofore,
to scatter, and to go eastward unless they have pressing resson to return to the
Coast, Of the 35,000 already relocated, 85% are nisei. and 70% of them have settled
in the Mjddle and Eapstern states, This may make it herd for the older folks, and
some families may never be reunited.

He opined that "there would be little violence against returnces to the
Coast, because people arc not going to attack those whose sons, fathers and brothers
are fighting beside other American boys. Alrecady, 316 nisei from California have
becn war casualties, 70 of them killed, Those who return to the Coast are urged to
get jobs in advance, but we can't insist on it: they are free agents like the rest
of us. Rgsettlers must get loans from federal or privote sources, and several bank-
ers have tnld me they would be glad to do business again with them,"

EXTRACTS FROM ADDRESS BY PAUL S. TAYLOR

Professor Paul Taylor, close student of farm labor, exploded fallacies
about the Japanese residents with facts, among which were the following: Between
1930 and 1940, the number of persons of Japancse descent declined by nearly 9%. In
the same period, the number of such persons in the larger cities on the Coast declin-
ed in nine out of ten of them, The total Japanese population will not increase; as
the Tolan Committee declared, it is bound to drop substantially, In 1940, there
were only &,307 wage workers of Japanese ancestry on farms, most of them so old that
they can not long "displace" any other race. The acreage of farms operated by Jap-
anese declined between 1920 and 1940 from 7/10ths of 1% to 4/10ths of 1%, of the
total farm acreage. Unpaid members of Japanese families cannot constitute a serious
competitive threat for there were in 1940 only 4,832 such workers on Japanese farms,
less than one per Japanese operated farm, and anly one to every 57 farms on the
coast,

Prof, Taylor closed his remarks with a cutting reference to Hnrd River.
He said that in truck farming farmers of Japanese ancestry "have competed with the
most highly-industrialized agricultural operators in the West, People are acutely
conscious of this competition in areas where industrialized grower-shippers predom-
inate, But to those of us whose interest lies in the welfare of western agriculture,
the warning of Hpod River is clear. There, heedless citizens took measures to oppose
persons of Japanese ancestry whose loyalty to this country is beycnd question, All
the money and effort of years to advertisc apples never carried the name of Hond
River over the nation and across the seas like those moasures. We do not want our
lettucs and melons and fruits advertiscd...as the apples of Hood River were adver—
tj.ilz}d,
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Dave Davidseon, Chairmen, State War Board and Cnlifornia Asricultural Agency.

The policy of the Agricultural Adjustment Agcncy makes no difference in

rostment because of race. The regular payment prosrams of the Triple A recognize
as elizible producers any farmers, either tenants of landlords, who arc operating
farms. Triple A does not oven make distinction becousc of citizenship or the lack
thereof 2lthoush payments are, of course, depcndent on Treasury and other Govern-
ment reculntions, No distinction with regard to special servicos rondered by Triple
A tn farm nperators is mnde because of race, Any furm operator who can qualify re-
ceives assistance.

The repulations prescribed for the Department of Agriculture Var Board
recognitirn to any difference in treatment because of race,

Rolph W. Hollenbers, Regiongl Directnr of the Farm Security Agministration.

Rural rehabilitation or opersnting loans may be made to citizens, and

ens not of enemy nationality who have indicated their intention of becoming cit—-

ns, on the same basis as aprly to zny avplicent. Farm purchase loans are avail-

e tc veterans of the present war, farm tenants, renters, and laborers, who are
Arericen citizens. Health Services, Water facilities loans, and Group Services '
Loans are aveileble., Bgfore a loan cen be made to any applicant, the County Form
Sccurity Agministration, composed of three prominent local farmers, must pass on his
eligibility, character end integrity. (It was observed that the sticking-pnint was
likely tc be in some of those County conmittess).

Fronk Buckner -- Associate State Supervisor, Fprm Labor Project;
Agricultural Extension Service, University of California

The Agricultural Extension Service can take no other position that that
of sceing that the farm placement in this State is open to all employers ond all
workers without discriminstion. It is open and free to every former and every worlk-
er in the State, Farm Labor Offices are located in each county of sgricultural in-
portonce and all off ices are prepared to assist job applicants in finding agricul-
tural employnment,

The A~ricultural Extension Service is required from time to time to cer-
tify to the War Food Administration the needs of the State for foreign agricultural
lobor. Such certifications of necd are based on the pringiple that gualified domes-
tic labor shall not be displaced by the foreimn workers. If Japanese-Americans be-
come a part of the agricultursl work force in Californis, that fact will be teken
into consideration when certificntinns for Mexican Nationals are made, and the basic
principle referred to above will be observed.

Willard Ellis, President Federal Land Bgnk, Berkeloy

The Land Bank has made loans to Japancsc-Amcricans and when they come
cic, thoy will rececive the same kind of tregtment that they formerly received.
wever, the Land Bank cannnt make a loan to anyone unless it is first recomnendod
the local nssoneintion of farmers, since the local farmers have to become liable
the loans, In the prst, there hnave becn a fow instances of prejudice against
ivg loans, and there might be some under existing circumstences, I think, how-
vor, theat there will be o minimum of prejudice, and that most of those who hava e
nscessary security can obtain loans through their local associatinns,







Discussion: Afterncon of January 11

The question of housing must be imnediately considered and the varinus
possibilities worked out, The National Housing Authority and W.R.A, are trying to
work out a plan of housing for war workers, Temporary housing is being planned by
church groups,

Dr, Kim expressed the desire of the Korean people to help in what ways
they can, Hg also recommended that other conferconces be held as a means of under-
standing the problems of minorities and fostering cooperation among all groups.

Mr, Antonio A, Gonzales, representing Filipino communities of the West-
ern states: the problems of the Filipinos are also acute at this time. The Filip-
inos as Christians are endeavoring to practice Christian ideals in their relation-
ships with other minority groups,

The San Mateo Branch of the National Agsociation for the Advancement of
Colored Pgople presented a petition to be called to the attention 6f the National
Housing Administration and the Federal Pyblic Housing Authority, for immediste as—
sistance in the housing situation in their comminity, Despite the serious problem
presented because so many Negroes live in the areas formerly occupied by Japanese
Americans, the Negro cummunity seems to be almost universally sympathetic with the

Japanese-Americans and fully convinced that their return to the Coast is right and
appropriate,

The question of laborers of Japanese ancestry versus those of Mexican
nationality was raised., 4An objection to vaying for the importation of Mexican lab-
or was voiced, since the returning Japanese will provide a source of labor, already
in this country, and by the rules of the War Food Administration must not be dis-
placed by imported workers.

Mr, Saburo Kido, President of the Japancse~American Citizen's League,
. 4 )
sought some official declaration by the conference as to the return of evacuees to

the West Coast. Since the conference was not a delegated body, it was decided that
no resolutions could be adopted,

PART I11

ROUND TABLE FINDINGS

WELFARE

All the city and county Wolfare Departments are fully advised of the
policies and procedures developed by the State Welfare Department and also of the
aid available from the Federal Government, and they know they must provide public
assistance and institutional care for the evacuces who qualify for such services
the same as for any other persons,

The acute shortage of housing points to the need for the W.R.A. to exert
itself to secure all possible aid from the Federal and local housing authorities,
and also to provide hostels for scouting evacueess in addition to the hostels being
provided by private agencies,







LEGAL QUESTIONS

It was recommended (1) that WRA extend beyond 60 days the'period after
which free transportation of movable belongings will not be rranted; and impose less
strict limitations on the amount and lzind of help given; (2) that WRA represent
evacuees in court; and (3) that naturalization be open to the alien parents of those
now in the armed services; and those working for the government in war services,

ELP

Government agencies should be given public support in applying their ex-
cellent policies of non-discrimination. All government sgencics should be urged to
reinstate former employees of Japanese descent and should be urged to make available
employment for other Americnan citizens of Japanese descent on an equal basis with
other citizens,

The present policy of the U, S, Employment Service, if a person referred
by it to work is turned down for what appears to be racial discrimination, is to
report this to the War Manpower Commission or the FEPC, and it will not make other
referrals to such an cmployer until the issue has beon properly settled.

The War lanpower Commission controls only after an evacuee has taken his
first job. Then he is subject to the same restrictions as other persons regarding

S
shifting to another occupation., Evacuees are strongly urged to take war work.

Zvery effort shouvld be made to discourage returning cvacuees from accept-
ing employment at sub-standard rates,

The problem of housing is acute, even in projccts where war workers are
eligible for public housing, DNon-discrimination policies must be rigidly upheld.
The problem of housing should not become a source of friction between the Negro and
returning evacuees. It is gratifying to learn from Negro spokesmen in this confer-
ence that Negro organizations are exerting themselves to prevent such friction,

Threats to an evacuee should not be allowed to gain headway since they
would encourage vigilantism, Ip the face of threats, support for evacuces from
friends of order, and public authorities should be organized,

ation, based on race, creed or color, Public support of these policies i
in order that they may be observed by local unions,

The National policies of the C.I.0. and the A.F. of L., forbid d
s

It was felt by several persons that the W.R.A. should take more vigorous
action to help secure employment,

PUBLIC RELATIONS

In face of the tensions that have developed in America along racial and
religious lines, it is imperative that an educational and publicity program be de-
veloped which will be aggressive and thorough. Techniques in developing such a
programn:

Bach community should organize an overall council or committee of out-—
standing citizens from every walk of life--labor, capital, business, etc.
--to deal with racial and other minority tensions., The council should
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carry on such activities as the following: (1) Investigate individual
cases of discrimination that may lead to major tensions if unchecked:
(2) Appoint a competent subcommittee to map out a program of compunity
education through existing clubs, churches, labor unions, etc, (3) Re-
duce prejudice against various minorities by probing and exposing the
sources of prejudice and by exhibiting the cultural and economic contri-
butions of each minority; using such media as newspapers, radio, forums,
chool programs and a speakers bureau,

It is to be hoped that a coastwide or national agency will provide expert
guidance in developing such programs,

COORDINATION OF INTERRACIAL AGENCIES

It is most desirable to encourage the formstion of local councils for
civic unity, mayor's comnittees, committces on race relations, etc., with the pur-—
posc of unifying all groups interested in minority problems. Then, it is important
to create a Coastwide agency which can coordinate and serve all the local and reg=
ional councils and committees, This general coordinating agency would eliminate over-
lapping, evaluate and disseminate knowledge and techniques of action, and serve as
a resecarch and fact-finding agent,.

There was no conclusion reached as to whether the coordinating agency
should be entirely new or should be based upon an existing organization, But, it
was recomuended that the Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair
Play give consideration to the problem, in consultation with other interested
agencics, It was generally agrecd that the American Council on Race Rglations
could render valuable service in rescarch and counselling, in connection with what—
ever Coastwide coordinating sgency might be formed,

It was further recommended that the WRA act as a clearing-house for in~
formation on housing, employment, and all other problems relating to returning
gvacuees,
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CONFERENCE ON INTEREACIAL COORDINATION

San Frencisco, January 10, 1945
(Called by Pacific Coast Committee on Americen Principles and Fair Play)

GROUP NO, III - EMPLOYMENT

Chairmen: Dr, Hubert Phillips
The discussion was quite spontaneous andﬁorganized around specific
points, The following outline presents ideas in logicel relationships to

each other, rather than in the order in which they camp forth in the group.

I, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES,
The group felt substantial encouragement from the favorable position taken
publicly by the various governmental agencies who had reported in the morning

session, It was pointed out, however, that all the government agencies will

1
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have to be waghed closely both in the regional and in the local offices, to

be sure that the non-discriminatory policies are in fact earried out, If 211 govern-
ment agencies really applied their good policies, the problem of resettling persons
of Japanese ancestry should not be serious, Otherwise, it may be almost in-
superable, Government agencies are substantially influenced by the citizenry
when that citizenry is alert to the work of the agency and keeps in touch with it
at any time the agency falls down,

Mention was made of the policy of California State Civil Service in removing
from office all persons of Japanese encestry in early 1942, It was also pointed
out that former Nisei teachers on returning recently to the Coast have in st least

some instances been unable to secure teaching jobs because of their ancestry.

It was unanimously resolved by the group that "All government agencies,

national, state, and municipal, should be urged to reinstate former employees of
Japanese descent and should be urged to make available employment for other

American citizens of Japsnese descent on an equal basis with other citizens. "







e 2,

Questions were asked concerning the policy of U,S, Employment Service and
the War Manpower Commission, It was stated that.whenever U,S, Employment Service
refers o person of a minority race to an employer who does not accept the referral
and whose reason appears to be racial discrimination, then the USES must report
this to the War Manpower Commission or the FEPC and should not make other
referrals until the matter has been clarified, The War Manpower Commission will
try to deal with the matter, and if it does not succeed shortly,report the case to
the FEPC, This policy was heartily approved.

The War Manpower Commission controls operate as follows in relation to
Japanese Americans; Persons coming from relocation centers are available for any
kind of work for which they apply, but are strongly encouraged to secure war
work, After a person of Jepanese ancestry has taken his first job, he will be
subject to the same restrictions as other persons regarding shifting to another

occupation, U,S, Employment Service will supply application forme in the relocation

centers and will refer applicents first to war work., If specific jobs proposed

are not acceptable for reasons which seem legitimate, U.S, Employment Service
may refer the spplicant to other war work,

The group resolved that "We request the State Legislature to enact a fair

employment practices act in Californias."

II, WORK AND PAY STANDARDS,

In the east there have been a very large number of Jspanese Americans who
heve accepted employment as domestics, This is partly beczuse the demend for this
kind of work is very high, partly because the Japenese Americans feel security not
kaving to go from home to office and meet large numbers of people from the general
public, and partly because domestic work provides a home with the job., There are
now many demands for domestic help on the West Coast, and the question arises as
to how far Japenese Americans should be encouraged to take this kind of occupation,

Also the question was raised as to what should be done when well-intentioned







persons can of fer a friendly atmosphere and a comfortable home for a domestic
worker whom they are glad to have at & very modest payment, but to whom they
cannot pay standard wages, Wages for domestics are in some cases very high at
present, and therefore the prospective employer is faced with a difficult problem,
It was pointed out, however, that there is a substantial difference in pay
according to the quality and quantity of work given or required.

Although it was recognized that some individuels might find a happy re-

location end a friendly home with sub-standard pay, it was the unanimous feeling

of the group that any cutting of labor standards should be avoided, and the group

iy

resolved that "Every effort be made to discourage returning evacuees from cutting

present wage levels by accepting

>

employment at sub-standard
It was mentioned that many times persons are unable quickly to find the kind
of work for which they are trained, and the question weas asked as to whether they
type of work, It was the opinion of the group that this
dhould be in an; L la sort and thet every effort should be made to avoid
a tendency for persons o snese descent to become associated typically with
menial work, For this reason the tendency to congregate in domestic service should
be discouraged, even though it is obvious that a certain number of persons of

Japanese ancestry will legitimately want and should receive such work,

PROBLEM OF SECURING WOEK,
Many Caucasians expressed a view that the problem of finding work would not
be particularly because of the serious manpower shortage. Nisei who had
been seeking work in southern California and who were present in the group did not
agree with this opinion, One reported efforts to secure work with several large
industries, running from air craft to dairy work, In each case he was told that his
services could not be used, and the most common reason:was that other workers might

quit,

It was suggested that those of us who wish to help might probably first call







upon the existing labor management committees set up in the industries where work
is being sought., When favorable action is secured from the labor management
committee, persons should get in touch with the management and with the labor
union concerned.

It wes pointed out that in many cases the statement that workers will quit
is not a valid problem, but an excuse on the part of the management., One answer

which might be given is to point out that if the worker did quit an essential

industry, L& would be without a certificate of availability for subsequent work.,

Encourageme: vas felt becsuse the A ¥, of L, national convention took a
nd opposing discrimination sgainst persons of Jepanese ancestry, The C,I,O,
elmost universally good, but the A,F. of L, unions which unite together
the Pederation often have discriminatory clsuses in their constitution which
the more enlightened statement adopted at the recent annual
convention, This frequently presents a problem with which citizens can best
deal through securing the cooperation of members of unions, In general, however,
there is no clear judgment concerning the
cases an outsider will be cordially welcomed to come and express his views to the

union, while in other cases the problem mey best be presented by a member of the

union,

IV, HOUSING,
Although it was not the responsibility of this group to deal with the problem
of housing, one cannot discuss employment without touching upon this most

o

difficulty. It was pointed out that despite the favorable statement made by
representatives of the Federal Public Housing Administration, the problem of housing
is acute. Racial origin does prevent housing for Negroes in a number of housing
projects at the present moment, and it is most important that the announced policy

of no discrimination against persons of Japanese ancestry be carried out. It was

pointed out that only war workers are eligible for public housing, and that many of







the evacuees may not be able for one reason or another to become war workers,
It was also pointed out that eligibility for public housing is a very different
matter from actually securing space, because there is an absolute shortage of
units aveileble even for war workers. No solution at 2ll adequate can be found
unless there is an immediate and substantial increase in housing construction,
There was discussion of the particular problem presented to the Negro

because so meny Negroes live in the areas formerly occupied by Japanese ‘Americans,

>
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Despite the serious problem presented, the Negro community seems to be almost
universally sympathetic with the Japanese Americans and fully convinced that their
the Coast is right and eppropriate. It is important, however, for the

to see to it that the Negro does not have to bear alone the very large

o

burden which would be presented by evacuees reoccupying houses now used by Negroes,
With our concern to find housing for the returning evacuees, we must add an equal
concern to find housing for other minority groups whom their return dispossesses,
It was pointed out the his problem may not be so serious a t appears, because
the number of homes actually owned by their former Japanese American occupants is
relatively small.

In view of the fact that there is housing available for workers under the

$ T

at Hunters Point and Mare Island, the group suggested that the Navy should
be approached and encouraged to recruit an appreciable number of evacuees for work

at these points, No one can secure this work and housing unless he is actually

recruited by the Navy.

VY. PUBLIC INFORMATION,
It was the judgment of the group that the return of evacuees should in no

sense be kept a secret or hushed up, with the idea that nothing will happen if we

can just return the Japanese Americans quietly and unnoticed, The group ineclined
. =3 3.

to feel that the return whould be openly accepted and regarded as natural end
o

right. Let it be kmnown thet "Mary Suzuki" has just returned to our neighborhood

and that her brother is serving in the forces in Italy, etc. etc,







V1. SECUR

Mention was made of the rather frequent appearance of threats to the life
or property of evacuees and rumors concerning violence already committed.

All present felt the urgency of confirming rumors before repeating them,
because it is found that a substantial number are deliberately created in order
to frighten Japanese Americans from coming beck,

Similarly it is discovered that in most cases threats are made purely as
a bluff, by people who have no intention whatever of carrying them out, In

stences cited the W,.R,4,, having heard reports of threats, accompanied Nieei
back to the community, secured the support of law-enforcing agencies, brought the
evacuee out in plain sig of the community, and stayed with him to give
support. In each ca 1 is traced, so far as possible, In these
the threat has come from utterly irresponsible sources, and the trouble quickly
blew over,

It is recognized that there is inevitably some risk in remaining in any community
after threats are received, and certainly law-enforcing agencies should be quickly
brought to bear on the situation., Friends of the Jepanese Americans and of the
Constitution can also be rallied to the support of the person threatened. It seems

important, however, that evacuees should not move out in the face of these threats,
since every vigilante group which discovers #kem successful will be encouraged to
try them again, and they might spread quite rapidly. On the contrary, if their

futility is quickly proved, they will soon diminish,
. > ] €

It was therefore resolved that"In the face of threats we should organize

support for the evacuee from friends and law authorities as occasion demands, and
we should simultanedusly encourage the evacuee to stay despite the admitted

existance of some risk,

VII. ENCOURAGEMENT,

Instances of great encoursgement were mentioned, including a telephone







i,
cell the morning of this meeting from an Italian on Terminal Island offering

100 jobs to returning evecuees,and an offer from Dutch Leonard near Fresno to pro-
e ) ’

vide 200 family units with jobs for evacuees who may accept this opportunity
» ; . ( y

(L th Gl

while seeking more permanent wo ) housing,
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Canference Program

Thursday, January 11, 1945
Palace Hotel

Call to Order -- ALJ. licFadden, Chairman,State
Board of Agriculture

Introductory Remarks-- Dr. Paul S. Taylor, Vice=-
Chairman, Committee on
Anerican Principles and
Fair Play and former member
State Board of Agriculture.
Outlook and Situation of Japanese-American's in
Pacific Coast Agriculture--a Seriecs of 10-Ilinute
Statements

Dillon Iliyer- Director, War Relocation suthority

Dave Davidson, Chairman, State ‘iar Board and
California AadA Counittee.

Ae i Brock, Director, California Department of
Agriculture

Ralph Hollenberg, Regional birector, Farm Security
Administraetion

Frank L. Buckner, Ascsociate State Supervisor,
bmergency Farm Labor Project
aAgricultural Lxtension Service,
University of California.

Williard Ellis, PresiGent Federal Lané Bank of
Berkeley.

The Situation of the zeturning Japvanese-American

Farmer--

uestion Period (Questions may Dbe directed

through the Chairman to any of the »Hrevious

speakers,)

-

in Mornins Procrem







AGENDA OF CONFERENGCE
ON
INTERRACIAL COORDINATION
San Franciesco January 10, 1945

Called together by the Pacific Coast Committee on Americen Principles and

rair Play.

9845 a,m,

I, & osg, by the Chairman,
Mir, Meurice E, Harriscn,

II, Review of Agenda

The Situstion and the Outlook as seen by Mr, Dillon S, Myer,

IV, Statements by representatives of other Federal Agencies.
Federal Social Security -~ Mr, Richard M. Neustadt
War Manpower Commission -- Mr, Anthony O'Brien,
(representing Mr, Fay Hunter, Regional Director)
Federal Public Housing Administration == Mr, Omar Mills
(representing Mr. Langdon Post, Kegicnal Director)
Children's Bureau =- Miss Bess Williams, Consultant
U.S. Office of Education -- Miss Florence Beerdsley, Consultant,
Civil Service Commission == Mr, Harry Kranz, Regional Director
President's Committee on Fair Employment Practice --
Mr, Harry L, Kingman, Regional Director,
Public Health Service -=- Dr, William T, Harrison, Regional Medical Dir,

Description and Explanation of Work Groups.
(Numbers I, II, and III are primarily concerned with problems facing
persons of Japanese ancestry returning to the Western Defense Area.)

(Numbers IV and V are related to all groups working on practical
techniques in the general field of race relations on the Pacific Coast,)

Chairman, Mr, Righard M. Neustadt
Secretary, Miss¥riscilla Beattie
Group No, IT Legal & Constitutional Questions
Chairman, Mr, Edgar Bernhard
Secretary, Mrs, Maynard Force Thayer
Group No, Employment
Chairman, Dr, Hubert Phillips
Secretary, Mr., Joseph Conard
Group No, Public Relations
Chairman, lMr, George Rundquist
Secretary, Miss Ann Madsen
Greup No, Coordination of Interracial Programs
Chairman, Mp, Hermann Hagedorn
Secretary, Miss Ahnie Clo Watson

Group No, I Welfare !&

11:15 to L1:30 RECESS
11:30 to 12:30 Work Groups

13: 30 to l:45 LULCH HOUR
1:45 te 3:15 Work Groups
2:15 to 3130 RUCESS
3:50 to 5:15 Consideration by the Conference of Reports and Recommendations
of Work Groups, Chairman, Dr. Monroe E. Deutsch,
|

5:15 toé5:30 Summary by Mre Lawrence Norrie,







The Gist of the Conference
l, It was widely representative.

Among the participants were representatives of
five Federal and four State agencilesy voluntary agencies
concerned with interracial and intercultural relations;
Nisei and Japanese evacuees ; and persons of the Negro,
Fillipino and horean minorities; aluo representatives 01 the
press,

It was Constructive,

Attention was focussed primarily upon solving the
problems arising from the prosgective return of somes of the
Nisei and Japanese evacuees, and secondarily, upon mobilizing
the forces of order and good will in local communities. No

+-1

time was spent in arraigning the "opposition",
Other Minorities with Evacuees
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expressed eag*”; s to uf'a; ard the rights a‘i libertles

of returning s and said that unj at*c ;axc
capital for ti OW ] acial groups at { pen )
TQOuﬂbnv would be sawing off e Yimb on Whin“ they uhcm-
selves i na | minorities- and for

that mat same boat, and that

to deny ' religious
group ke ) the Negro
spokesmen said they would me ! trouble over cases where

T A g P et 4 1 S e 2 s Y PRI
t‘?ﬁ"rtl{ 86 owners 041 DUSES s L LY LeLIM LTI LE LECAd0E0 , Negro

5
o

s

cenan \:’f.‘; .
would not a]lD*v indi,
military to betray
unfortunate persons
4, To b‘sc;igldd+zon by Governme
SpTbsrntr. FT L~
&-ti6g nine Government agencies gave a

. ssurances
that they practiced no c1scr*nl.w119L on ace ount ol P
i
;0

o
ace, color
on 31 the
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for evacuees will help greatly, but will not solve the perm-
anent need., It was urged that the W.R.A shﬁuln ooeﬂaue
hostels, but no assurance ' fec

Mobilizing Community Forces now

1t was agreed that the overwhelming majority of people
on this Coast are fair-minded and averC to active discrimin-
ation against returnéesg, but that in to check lawless
and malicious groups intensified ﬁff@fus should at once be
made Lo mobilize the foreces of order and good will, expecially
in interior centers. Experience has shown that leading eitizens
will readily partiecpate in forming a Council for Civi# Un ity
or a Fair Play committee when it is brought home to them that
unless they make their influence felt for law and equal rights
a few lawless acts by night-raiders may cause great damage to

life, property, and the city's renutation, Already in some
communities wigilante gangs have begun to work under cover, and
although returning evacuees may be their first victims, they
would not be their last.

1t was pointed out that hostility to returnees

generally stema either from ignorance or from self-interest, and

that the best cures are nstant publicity for the truth and the

organization of sound and responsible asitizens,

6. UCoordination of Interracial and Intercultural Agencies
Lemanded.

The Conference was called partly in order to pave the
way for effecting closer coordination among the scores of
councils and commitiees on the Coast that are concerned with
some phase of racial or cultural relations. A strong desire
was evidenced for the formation of a Coastwide agency, whieh
would have four functions, namely;: to serve as a Clearing-
house for information; to make dnquiries and Studies of
general value; to Evaluate the work of abencjes, when requested;
and to Stimulate the undertaking of new projects and the
Formation or Coordination of local agencies.







Conference called by Committee on American Principles and Fair Play

Thursday morning, Jan. 11, 1945, Session

Mr. Ae Jo McFadden presidedo

Dr. Paul S. Teylor gave the Introductory Remarks. (See his prepared state-
ment . )

Dillon Myer: 1I have no question bthfhat there are going to be a good many
problems in connection with the readjustment of people who
have been in the agricultural field up to the time of the
evacuation and are now free to return to that vocation. About
45% of the evacuees were farmers or agricultural workers. Just
what percentage of those people are already relocated in other
parts of the country and what percentage will return here, I
don't know. We realize that there is a very complex pattern
involved. Many of the folks who left gave leases, maybe for
the durstion. Many had it on a month-to-month or year-to-year
banis, The WRA 1is going to advise everyone among the residents
of relocation centers as they return that they do it in an
orderly manner and stéck to the contracts they have made, and
we expect other people will do the same thing.

One of our biggest problems in the next 60 or 90 days is the
fact that there are many veople around the Coast who are doing
a lot of tough talk and trying to bluff people out. My judgment
is that we are not hearing as much from people who heve a con-
tract as we are from a lot of other people who kxwmx for some
reason or other don't have enough to do.

We are abandoning our program of seasonal recruitment of employees
from the Center in the Middle Western States.

We think it is tremendously necessary that this job be done now

while workers are needed in the war effort, etc.

Mr. Dave Davidson: (He explained the activities of the State AAA Committee and
the State War Board.)

Mr. Ae As, Brock: (Was called on, but was not present.)

Mr. Ralph Hollenberg: FSA does not have any special program for citizens
of Japenese ancestry, but there is no bar whatever because
of ancestry. We are not in s position to make loans to enemy
aliens or to those who are not in a position to get citizenship
in the U.S.

(see mimeographed statement.)

Mr. Frank Buckner: California produces 10% of the dollar erop in the nation.
California agriculture is significant. It is important and vital
to the war effort.

We expect some reluctance on the part of Japanese to come back
to California agriculture.
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Perhaps the first step will be that the Japanese owners
will come back to their own farms. They will immediately
begin looking around for workers, unless they have a
family-sized farm. Again, we have to expect that other
American citizens will be reluctant to work for a Japanese
employer. In years gone by, the Japanese have worked for
Filipinos, and vice versa. The Japanese will probably
offer employment on their farms to other Japanese.

The Agricultural Extension Service operates 130 farm offices
in the State of California.

The returning Japanese is a free agent. No government agency
can tell him where he must worke We cannot say to the employer
"You must hire this kind of worker, or that kind of worker."

The program is open and free to every farmer and worker in the
state.

Mre. Willard Ellis: (He told something of the work of the Federal Land Bank
of Berkeley. There are 58 offices in the 4 states. 1In the
past there has been some prejudice against making loans to
Japanese people.)

Mr.As Jo McFadden: (In the absence of Mr, Brock, Mr. McFadden told a little
about the California Dept. of Agriéulture. He described it
as a policing organization that tries to see that the laws are
observed.)

QUESTION PERIOD

Two Japanese gentlemen spoke.,

One said: I think the easigst group to return are the land owners, and
yet even they find it not so easy to return. One of the reasons
is that they cannot get laborers to work for them. How can
you operate a farm without labor?

last Saturday from Poston the first familybet out $o return to
California.

The places that have had the Japanese agricultural workers as
seasonal wmrkexx employees want them--want more of them. The
people in Californie aren't any different ipur the people of

the Mid-Mountain States--not when they want labor.

Mr., Frank Yasudfly/ from Manzaner: Some of the farmers have the property and
the money, but they need prioeity to buy the equipment.

Antonio A. Gonzales, representing Filipino communities of the Western states:
As I heard my gocd friend there give you a 1little reminding of
what American principles really are in practice and what we are
fighting for, it seemed to me th:t, while kk=im this may be a
digression, I'd l1ike to remind you also that there are some
45 to 50 thousand Filipinos in this mkxkm country. TFifteen
thousand of them are in the armed forces of the U.S. Most of
them were born under the American flag. But today they are
denied the elementary principles of Americanism. They cannot

lease or own dand. They cannot be naturalized American citizens.
Exceptions: he must be a trained killer and a trained dishwasher
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Thet's an awfully low standard for American citizenshipiil!

Not very long ago a bill was presented on the floor of the
Congress of the United States for naturalization. This bill

wags unanimously approved by the Committee on Naturalizationees.
The Representative from Stockton (which is the Filipino popula-
tion center in Amerieca), leRoy Johnson, is the very Representative
who fought for the Chinese naturalization bill. He opposed the
bill for Filipinos.

Talk about China as the ally of the U.S. They are fighting
for their country! Of course, we are too, but we are not
responsible for this waal The US declared war against Japan,
the Philippines didn't.

The Filipinos and the Japanese now are before the attention of
this country., What is the attitude of the Filipino toward the
Japanese? What I personally think is this: the Filipinos are
a Christign people and we try very hard to be real Christians.
The Filipino does Hot know how to harbor a grudge. In 1898-1902
Negroes shot down Filipinos after they had dug their own graves.
That's true. Look up your own history.

We are not fighting the Japanese people. e are fighting the
Japanese system. We are fighting fascism. We are not fighting
the people.

The Filipinos are being used and have always been used by the
selfish interest, the economic interest, ard the faseist interest
to fight against the other minority groups.
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Yet, it i1s the barracks type housing, for g large groups of men.
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Negro organizations are exerting themselves to prevent such friction,

Threats to an avacue; should be allowed to gain headway since
they would encourage vig Lludt' In the fase of threats, support
for evacuees from 1rlpngq of urueﬂ, and public authnorities should be
organized, e ohr o geroac eI P eTETTETY

fhe National policies of the C.I.0., and the A, F. of L, forbid
discrimination, based on race, oreed or color. Frublic support of
these policies is important, in order that they may be observed
by local unions.

It was felt ud seéveral persons that the W,R.A. should take more
VL‘DL‘\)LU s.«at on 'LO ll\‘ll) EeCUre el llJJ.\)f"lUJI\A'

In fage of the tensions that have developed in America

and religious lines, it 1s imperative 1at an educations

uitv program be developed which will be aggressive :

'FCunl\‘u in developi: :

iy J.ul community wld organize an overall ocouncil or

commitiee of OdtubquuLﬂ sizens Ifrom every walk of life--
labor, capital, businesa: ete to deal with raclal and
other ;J&uuﬁ.xtd "tensions the council ghould sarry on such
activities as ¢ following: (1) 71-»"'.ﬂ*i ¢ indiviGual
cases of dlscriminat imn uh nay to major tensions
if uncheckedy (2) ¢ 1 ) subcommittee to
out a program of aommun | Ly uuvuu¢dﬂ
ghurches, labor unions, ete, (%) Reduce prejudice again
varlous minorities by p: ing and exposing the sources
pre judice and p» 3xhibiting the Vd_vgrﬁ+ ant economic
gontributions of each minority:; using such meuig A8 NEeWs=
papers, radio, forums, school programs and & speakers bureau.

to be hoped that a coastwide or national agency will provide
uidance in ut‘wuLJALLAl& SUCil progranse

COORD IHRATION

It is very desirable bu engourage the formation of loocal aeounaei
for ecivic unity, mayor's can‘ttce*, commitiees on race relations,
ete.,, with the purpose of unify ing all groups interested in
minority problems, Then, it is important to c¢reate a Coastwide
agency which can coordinate and serve all the local and regional
councils and committees. This general coordinating agency would
eliminate overlapping, evaluate and disseminate knowledgze and
techniques of action, and serve as & research and fact-finding
agent.

‘here was no conclusion reached as to whether the coordinating
agency should be entirely new or should be based upon an existing
organization, But, it was recommended that the Pacific Coast
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play give consideration
to the problem, in consultation with other inte 'ested agencies, It
was generally agreed that the American Council on Race Relations
gould render valuable service in research and counselling, in







b

connection with whatever | stwide coordinating ageney might be
formed.

it was further recommended that the WRA act as a clear

.
for information on housing,employment, and all other problems
relating to returning €vVacuece,
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