


MISIDOKA PROJECT

Relocation Planning Commission
Relocation Library, 22-3-E
April 5, 1944 --U30 P.M ,

The meeting was called to order by Mr. K. shii? chairman pro~tempore?
with the following moinbers present: Frank Watanabe; Rev. Tsutomu Fukuyama,
K . 3Jd11* Dick Kanaya, and Joseoli G. Beeson.

The Ffirst business taken up for today7s meeting was to disclose the re-
turns in the election of one chairman and two members of the Executive Board for
this @ .raraissi E9 which had been contiDued from the. last regular meeting of
March 29tli and ivec waiting for votes to be cast by mail,

Mr. frank Watanabe? Rev Tsutomu Fukuyama? an*d Mr Ka Ishii opened the
ballots and the returns were disclosed as .follows?

For chairman; "
Dick Kanaya an
Rev. Tsutomu .Fukuyama ( 5)
ftev T. Terakawa (2
Sa Kara 2

for executive boards

K Nakashima (@D
Rev,, T Terakawa (9
Frank Watanabe (9%

Mrs, Mabel Shigaya (@)
Miss.Lillian Fujihira ( 5
Rev. Tsutomu FukUyama ( S)
Dick Kanaya ()
Y. Doi I 2)
James S. Nomura , (@D
Mr. u+ck Kanaya was ".elected -chairman and Mr IC. Nakashima and Rev. T.
Terakawa viere elected members, of the Executive Board.

Mr. Beeson congratulated Mr. Kanaya upon his election as chairman and said
the Commission has made a wise choice in electing him as their chairman,

-Both .Mr Nakashiina .and ftev Terakawa were absent, and it wa decided that
they would be notified by the Executive Secretary of their election as members
of the Executive Boax"d.

Mr . siiii repor ed.cm the new regulations pertaining to the transportation
of evacueesl personal properties in-which the limitation on the weights.was re- .
moved entire y

Mr, Beeson read and explained the revision of* the Handbook Sectiorj on
leave assistance on group relocation, and Administrative Notice on Social Security
Board Program for relocated evacuees.

The meeting was a.djourned



HELOONON CLAIMING COMIXSSION MBETING
November 24,19"N-~
Hecreation Hall 22 I 3 P.M*

: The meeting was called to order by the ohairman, Mr* Beeson, r
v/ith the following members present: I'rank Muramatsu, Frank Kawahara.
Helen Amerman, Ellen B. Herndon, Takashi Hori# Kenjilto, Jack Chikata,
Tura Nakamura, J*. S* Nomura, K* Xshii, Rev, Tsrakawa, Max Yanagita,
Dick Kanaya, J, Sndo, Thomas J. llaoixida, Tsutomu Fukuyama, J'ohn d©
Young,MLillian Fujihira and Joseph Booson*

The minutes were read and approved as oorreotode There being
no outstanding oommitteo reports the chairman informed the group of
the reorganization of tho Relocation Division. The memorandum from
Washington on tho organization of the relocation planning was read
and disou'ssod.

« t was docided that the already, organized Holocation Advisory
Oounoil bo oallod tho Bolocation Plariiiing O0llmission*

Xt was dooidod to 110ld an election of a oxocutivo secretary at
some future dato.

Tho Dirootor*s lottor of October 28 was road and discussion
followed. The proliminaiy suggestions coming from this discussion’
was that the relocation toams should visit tho contgrs if possible,
and it would bo gainful for a mombGr of tiio toain to bo ablo to
spoak tho Japanoso language. The group discussed tho possibility
of a conforoncc, thoro woro a nurabor of suggestions that the oon-
feronoe bo hold as suggested and thoro was also other suggestions that
tho conforonoo bo hold in tho contors of a forum style.

After this discussion there v/as a discussion of types and
purposes of the different kinds of leaves --- short term, seasonal,
and indefinite leaves.

Mr, Beeson Seasonal leaves can not be longer than 7 Bionths
and ognéine you to 0116 oounty, however you can get the leaves
extendede :

Mr* Nakamura: There has been rumors flying even to Blook 42
and 44 that after January first there v/ill not be any seasonal leo.ves
and those already out will be changed to indefinite, so if you go
out it will have to be just indefinite or not at alls wonder if we
'_oouldth?ve #he blook managers rnako announcemonts saying that this
is not true

Mr* Boosons That is a good suggestion, many people aro afraid
to loavo sinoo thoy fool that once they out thoir ties horo they oan
not return# Many people aro finding that relocation is paying,
according to our ro 6rds 972 -havo mado good, only -~ have como back,
Vihen /g began wg”thought thoro would be at least 5 coming baok
%ﬁ camp but it did not take us long to find out that that was nob

e o0asoe

Mr* Muramatsu: How far oan ono go out on seasonal loavos, what
states doos it inoludc

’ Mr. Booson: Bastorn Orogon, Eastorn V/ashington, Montana,
Il\ldah(()i’ parts of Nobraska, pacts of Utah.,, parts of Ooiorado and soihg Of
evadae

Lillian Pujihira: If you cut out soasonal loaves it. will
lov/or'.the morale of tho community, Pooplo neod extra money to rolooatQ
and many pooplo earn it in this way* Somo familios have raany young
diildron who 110cd”™that oxtro. donoy or ask for public assistaiioo and
Japanese do not liko to do that, they would rathor work thomsolvos
than ask for public assistanoc*

Miss ,413crman; How do tlxo pooplo who have gono out on soasonal
loaves. roXooato in proportion "to thoso who havi3n Y r had any leaves
boforo or has anything boon done on that?

Mr* Booson? Xt will "o OOlnplotod boforo long| a largo nuriibor
go out on soasonal loavos and thon find jobs that aro not seasonal
and continue to be omployod in a regular position and havo romainod.
out* Many pooplo find that indofinito loaves aro moro practical.
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N e~ QU.a"G ?2u”™ on seasonal leave you are restricted to that county
whnile indefinite leaves there is no restriotions after their arrival
thiey can consider resettling in any place in the United States east
oi the evacuated area. Aliens however like any other alien must
obtain permission for change of address and travel permit from the
u* S. Attorney in that section, they then must send out their notice

w D A ngem?f address tO tI}G Apartment of Iramigration and also the

w, k The ﬁ%irds for this purpose are furnished at the time of de-
parture from e center.

] was. agre sthat K stopping seasonal leaves would hinder
relocation ' Fathar %Iqan ﬁelp 1pPIng

Frank Kawahara: Are these centers going to be continued after
tne war, that is 6 months after the v/al* and are there any plans after

thmr _ ) . _ bQI;1-Gvo _taat is the understanding, that
they will still bo existing until 6 months aftor the war and as far

as 1 Know thoro aro no post war planning at prosent.

Boforo 10lig 1 think wo should malco some suggestions on what

in. Washington. _lwc should develop

thnS G‘'-and _ a0 oftiIGQ . i
thnom, disouss it and lot thorn knov/ in Viashingion. Thoy have often

w ritten me asking what thoy roaction of you pooplo v/ioro on oortain
mgs, "tiioy want us to ciako tiiG suggestionss

, I approoiato your attondanoc as as wo go along X hopo wo oan
avo lIggor and bottor Iitotings* 1 v/ould apprcciatG any suggestions
rrom you and if you do not want to spoak up at tho mootln%s writo

it down n a piooo of paper,
Thank you for QOllling todav#

h i ill held D 1:~0 P, M
ooroaili A2} ARG v/l bo held Doocmber 8 1:%0 P, M at

Tho mooting was adjourned»



MIHIDOKA P T

HSLOCaTION PLalHJING COMJISalOH 1133THTG
December 8, 1943
Recreation Hall 22 — | 3 p#.

?eetinS w”s called to order % ;tde ohairman, Mr. Beeson,
with the following raenbers presnt: Frant lluramatsu, Frank Kav/a-
nara, “Helen Guerman, Xiaz Yanagita, Hev. Teiakavw/a, <Hev. ICimura. Rev,
Matsuda (.guest from the Poston Helooati 4 Center), Tsutomu Fukuyaia™.
J?7* Thoma?.M”~ohida> Kanaya Jack Chikata, Mrs, Yone Arai,

) ra, oseph Beeson, S« Hara, Mr* Harada,
Clifford Tadakuma, Olyde Linville

The minutes of tiio previous IEQ fcing,were road and approved
as corrected by Mre Isliii™

r Mw# Booson: For tho benefit of tho group and duo to the
icinanoss and rosponso of tho Gvaouoo property offioor, we have with us
today Mr, Linvillo. \f have boon asked various questions about cvacuGe
property so X thought if wo oould get first hand inforraation it

h p* |1 _hav aslcod Mr* Linvill to giv us an explanation of
tno nandImg of Gvaouoo property* VIhat wc have to do to have our
property moved from ono plaoo to another# As rolooction goes along,

Is always wondering vhat tlioy oan t2Jco out with thom and

tho govornmont pays for, J am vory ploasod to havo .Mr. Linvillo

witn us today and I am sure wc will rcoiovc a groat deal from this

I will now oall on ~r# Linvillo.

t Chairman, ladios end gGntloinon, to begin
wit™ L | ould like t giv a brief outline of tho procodur « T
would like to answer question rather than talk. As yon roloccito
irom noro on tho project, v/hen you rolocr.to tho @Dvornm.ont v/ill pay
for tho property to c.ll vho w.-nt to rolocr.to for 5 O Ibs. of tho »
property v/hich oamc horo on tho oxponso of

n goQS on ~ 1 ation they aro entitled to hrvo 500

i/\#4 f~the™r P Fsonal PN P rty shippod from tho project to tho
oxponso. In addition they are ontitlod

to have ~such proporty as racy have boon shipped to tha project with-

out thoir having requested tho shipment to the point of roloo-tion

at Govornmont oXponso.

. In oasos whoro frunilios hovwo shipped property to the
project nt their owh oxponso thoy aro ontitlod to have an oaurl
woight of proporty shippod from tho project to tho Dlaoo of
rolocation m addition to tho 500 Ibs. at Vi,R,A. Sxponsc.

ontitlod to have ill of thoir personal proporty
In storage ca.thor m private or Govornmont v/archouso, at tho point
or relocation at”“Government expense. This privilogo does not
apply to oommoroial property but to suoh i1tems as personal bolongings;

books and™~nd”~ools?1108 furnituro inol™ing stoves, rofrigorators,

pcfnf nrd tth P int of r 10cation from tho

mn 11~ be Jacked up cit th cpdirtmont transportod to thG
or . tm and atl ato§|<\5/1\‘|11r Il(’jecglve CL?F?IS n?nis egagkl\r) R"'{lmI
oporty shippedd Tom J1d boxgs, BRrp T y VR

BQ?G&SEO,— gﬂ?plrnex{ CTAtiday ho2er }L ngrang B’ox%'g"a OcBYRRNdN P e

?h f?haneprepa?d 1 1 1 1 1 applies
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Persons going on relocation should before leaving the
project execute Form 156 requesting Ripment of their property
located on the projecte The request fp3?ishipment oan be held until
suoh time as the persons relocating has definite address to v/hioh
the property maybe shippede However, in-all case’s the request for
shipment should be made before leaving tile project for relocation*
Request for shipment frora the point of Qtaouatiorx from either
private storage or Governmont v/arshous© maybo processed at any time
before or after rolooation is aocompllghccie

Property othor than personal property as horctoforo doscribcd
such as farm machiiiGry, *storo or rostauirant furniture and fixtures and

property of that nature, upon request WIiR.A. v;ill assist in preparing
suoh property for shipraont but aro not authorizod. to pay transportation
charges* \

Mr* Boosoii: Say liavo a hotol in Soattlo and in this hotol
which belongs to no have som furnituro, can ilavo it shipped

from thG hotel? *11 uso this furniture *o furnish my hgw homo

Mr. Linvillo: Yos, since you aro using this furniture for
your now homo and not for a ooumoroial purpose#

Mr# Kawahara; \hat would cars Q0010 under?

Mr. Linvillo; Yos, wo mako tho arrangomonts to havo some
on drive the automobilo and mako arrangomonts to got tho fuel. Thoy
thon drive tho oar up as far as Pasco, Viashington that is from Soattiq
and trom Portland wo make arrangomonts for thora to drivo it up to
Ontario or wo oan ovon have it driven just as far as Pondloton or
Arlington#

Mr. Muramatsu; Lots of people had thoir property in Churches
and they find that it has boon all mossed up.

Mr* Linvillo: Yos, v;olvo had many oasos liko that, and wo
arc sorry to say wo oanH do anything for thorn. |If anybody has
property in plaoos like-that and thoy aronft suro if thoir property
is savo thoy should mako arrangomonts to have it put intb
govornmemt warehouses.

Mr. Torakav/a: Do you have many complaints?

Mr, Linvillo: Yes woTvo had many oasos w3lore wo wore not ablo
to identify tho property, theyfd boon loft in tho oaro of somo ono
and whon it was sont here things havo boon missing,

Mr, Booson: Mr, Linvillo, whero is your offioo located?

Mre Linvillo; Barrack 5> Block 22. f you have any questions
shall bo glad to holp you*

If you have property you want sent here come to our office
and. make out the application to have your property taken to the
government warehouse ere it will be orated and boxed for you and
v/hatever necessary things* You will then receive these things
v/~ithout any expense to the property ownere V/here you are not sure of
your property you should make definite your self and get it into
government storage. We will try and oheok up this property for you
and piok it up and put it in the government v/are housee As time
goes by there will be more oases where property left in your old
home or friends will be missing#

Mrs. Arai: When you have personal property sent out from
oamp when you relocate does it go at the same time you do or is
it shipped out later?
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Mr# Linvillej® a week before you leave you oan have it shipped
out to you at that time but it depends on the time you make your
application,

Itr. Beeson: Any limit after a person leaves?

Mr* Linville: 1In theory ve do not and oan not proraise to hold
\Y long since we do not have sufficient v/arQhous© space, however
we hold itas Ionlg as,_we caru, But if you will leave your address
or 11 you are not sure of your address leave the request ‘to have tho

property sent to you later at tiie office, we will send the property
out to you after you notify us of your correct address.

Araie How much time in advance do you pick up the eoods
rrom tne apartments v~iioh are to be orated?

Mr. Linville That depends largely on how far you are going
ana when you want your things to arrive at your destination#

Miss Fujihira; How much timo should vie let you know before we
feave tho center?

. Itt*™* Linvillo s That would dopond on tho amounti of goods you
wish to havo packed, and oratod* It is not possible to raake a hard
ana last as many pooplo do not knov/ exactly v/hen they are %Loin/\e.

Wy would liko sovoral days if possible.

Ivir. ?/atanabo; Y”io paoks tho proporty, that is proporty in
pnvato storage baok homo’?Io PTopoOTHY, R E A

e ., Linvillo Yes, W,R.A. packs in boxos or cratos and preparos
it—for shipment. n

Mr. WatanabG Tho reason | askod v/as that my friond had somo
tilings sent and when ho openod it ho oomplainod that nothing but

Mr* Linvillo Did you nave it shipped by VJ.R.A* or privatoly?

Mr« V"atanabo _ nt) sutg but bOlioVG a privato porson

was rosponsiblo for it.

Mr.LInnvillG To answer tho question in detail, difforont
lino navo the OOlltract of picking up private stored property and then
convoying it to tho W.H.A. v/arohouso* It may go out of tlioro aftor
it is brought iji as it oamo but if it should nood to be orated such
as washing machinos, or rofrigorators thon it is oratod.

Alr. Watanabo I soq, this property loolcod liko a private oon-
corn had packed iIt*

Mr. Ishu I havo six or sovon trunks stored in Soattlo and
niy son wants two_ Or throo of thoso trunks. Can ho havo just thoso
trunks sent to him.

e* Linvillo; Yos.

IIr. Xshii Vihat about the things which v/oro loft in Puyallup?

Mr* Linvillo; Xs that tho articles "they took up as contraband.?

v - Mr* Xshii: They wore books takon up by VIOCA office as oontra-
~Buddhist books, and some Buddhist priosts wore
. @ theirs "but his wgl*o takoil up* Now ho wantsto oontinuo

with his studios and W uld liko tho books.

_ Mr. Linvillo; I donft know muoii about thoso artiolos but T
DGliovo that they aro boing prooossod nov/,

Mrs. Arai VJill thoso things taken up boforo ovaouation such
as sv/ords, sabers, otc. be roturnod to the ovmors, some of those things
v/oro or roal valuo to tho ow/nor booausc thoy v/oro family rolios?

Mr* Xiinvillo v/o do not knov/.
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Mr Booson; bclicvo wo havo a visitor from, another relocation
OOUtor, from Poston, Hovorand liatsuda.

A numbor of you know v/o havo had quite a fov/ discussions around
tho various phases of rolooation and tho novw/ proposed Rolooation
Planning Coinniission. At ono of our mootings wo oan dovolop an agenda

for our mootings, Tho roprosontativo, Mr, Kimball explained

to us tho now planning program from YMshington, ,d liko to disouss
for a little while this plan today. It sooms to nmo tho organization

of tho planning program v/ill oorao into considerable discussion* This

p an will separate tho program into '5 ar”™as, tho hoad staff, tho ovaouoc
staff and tho joint ovaouQO and Caucasian staff* Tho projoot director
will "o at tho hoad of it, Tho Community Council and Holocation
Planning Commission will consist of ono group, and tho Administrative

Staff yrom that \io would havo the joint board which would consist
of tho Sxooutivo board of whioh tho Holooation Offioor would bo tho
hoad, that is mysolf.

Sov# Torakawa: Who all would be in this group?

Mr# Booson: Tho Rolocation Planning Gorimission would bo all
ovaouoo.

block? Rgv. Torakav/a; Would you suggest a roprosontativo from oach
ock?

Mr* Bogsoii: No, | boliovo tho Rolooation Planning Commission
will consist of reprosontativos from tho Coop, church, Y a n d
W.M.O.A* and other organizations much as wo aro in this group.

) Should we start planning along ttiis new line or wait and see
if the Community Charter is ratified this timeb5

Mr* Kanaya« X think we should let it rest for a while and see
what the reaction of the community is to the charter. think we should
try to work it out as soon as possible and as soon as the Charter is
ratified by the oomminitye Personally, X feel it is wise to let it
go and then starting from the nevw/ year, something more permanent,

Mr. Beeson: “ny other oomments?

Mr* Isiiii: I have the same idea, wdit until the first/£5
the year.

It was agreed that the actual planning of the new/ system should
be started the nevw/ year*

Miss Amerman; How many members are in this group?
Mr. Ishii; There are 4 *

Mr, Kawahara: How/ many members are thare in this group who
have rolooated?

Mre shii: Nine members.

Mr. Kanaya: This question about student relocation, suppose
a 'person leaves to go to school do they get indefinite leave?

Mr. Beesons Yes, they do when they go to college-

Mr. Ghikata If a person finishes school and wants to come
home can they be reinducted? Their parents live here and want
iiime to come back and if lie can’'t get a job right away.

. Mr. Beeson; Yes, but if he has been out to school X should
think he would rather not return to campe Why should a person send
a boy out to college and prepare him to live in the center*

There has been approximately 2300 people who have left here
on indefinite leave. The other day v/hen Mr. ICimball was here v/e took
a record of it and out of that number about 105 have returned, 14
people out of that were given indifinite leave to go into the armye
So that shows that the raajority of tho people prefer to stay out side-e
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Mr. Begson read Mre Arnold fs momoranduin of November 20th,
concerning tho visit of the relocation teams to the Howher Relocation
Oontore The first and second pages Wgtg road in full.

t was decided that since the holiday season would "me a busy
ono th.G next mooting v™ould bo held on January 5*

Tho mooting v/as adjourned*



MINIDOKA PHCXTEOT

R3LOCATION COItlISSION 1ISH]THTG
January 5 ,1944 — 2:00 P.M,
Block 22 —

The meeting was called to order by the chairman, Mr, Beeson.
The following“members were present: Sllen B* Herndon, Helen
JAQ6MMaill G-errit; 3Litli, Tsu"toiilu Fukuyama.) Roy Sakamoto, 3* Hara,,
Trank V/atanabe, K. Ishii, Diok Kanaya, J. Do Young, Hev. Y. Arakawa,
yrank Kawahara, Mrs. Yone Arai, and Joseph Beeson.

~ Mr* Beeson introduced two new members t the Relocation Planning
pommission - - I»4r. Roy Sakamoto of the HurtYille P.T.A., and Mrc
Oerrit Smith, a new addition to the staff of the Relocation DiviPion

Mre Bogsoii: Vie have arranged for this room in this DiocK ro»
use as the office of relocation* We plan to have informatier in this
room of the”~various sections, looalitios and communities which w
~re developing rather slowly of the places whoro ono oan relocate,,

1 0 hopo.to have our mootings horo in tho future instead of tho
Hooroation Hall* 1711h wc got our oxocutivc socrotary hor office wil
41so bo horo, Y/o ohoso Block 22 as the plaoo for our rolooation
Officc bocause wo thought it was tho OOlltor of the projecte

Tiio minutos of tho last mooting woro road and approvede

Tho chairman continuod, ' This is the first mooting on tho
projoot of tho now year* prosumo you all had a vory morry
giiristmas and | wistL you all a happy and succossful now yjar* Mo
Vifill have many things to do on relocation this year boouaso sinoo
gur last mooting many changes havo boon taking plaoo. 3inco tho
ohartcr has b..on adoptod thoy v/ill v/ork with tho oounoil in many
piattors in tho now planning program, as explained and out lined
Jrom Washington*. Tho responsibility of tho oounoil v/ill ovor
inoroaso. Mr* ICanaya do you knov/ when tho olootions vdlIl bo 310id
for tho Conmunity Council mombors?

Mr. ICanaya; am not suro of the oorroot day¢

Mr, Booson: tho last Eiooting tho possibility of having
8 roloca’ion toam coniposod of W .H men visit tho various contors
pjid a trial toam to tho Rowhor Center which was oonsidorod quite
successful, was disoussod, Tho V/ashington office is now planning
to havo rolocation teams visit other centers. | havo a lattor from
Washington asking us if \m v/ant the team to visit our projoot* Sinoo
our next mooting wasn”~t till January and v/o had boon askod to ansv/or
tho letter by J*anuary-1st, X askod tho opinion of a fow incmbors with
whom. wets ablo to oontact and thoy thought it was a good idea# So
wo wired thorn that wo v/ould liko thorn to visit our centor, Thoso
mon on tho Relocation toam v/ill moot with tho Goimnunity Council, Ho-
looation Planning Goiunission as v/oll as tho difforont blocks# Wb
do not havo a community oounoil as yot but perhaps by that timo wo
shalle Those toams v/ill visit our contcr approximately tho last
part of January or tho first of Februarye

Mr* Watanabo: Mr* Bogsoii, how many mombors in this toam?

Mr* Booson; Two spooialist on tho Japanoso language, and
two others that is four mombors*

The group who visited the Hov/her Oenter was composed of Harold
Fistere, ~r# i~lmer *=>hirrell, Relocation Supr. of the Chicago area,
Dr* A* Webber, specialist of the Japanese language, Mrse Van
Tassel of the V/ashington Helooation Office and Pliillip Barber of the
Washington staff.

Yiould you be interested in having such a program at this
oenter?

was unanimously agreed that this would be a good idea but
thought it v/ould take longer than 5 days to cover the camp.
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Mr* Sakamoto: Would tho same team who visited tho Rowhor
Oontor visit horo?

Mr* Booson: | do not 1010w,
Mr. Kanayat How long will thGy bo hero?

Mr, Bcoson: “our or five days, but that w ill bo up to the

cjommittGG in chargo to decide, wo can got thGin to stay longer if
you think i1t is 1I000ssary.

Mrs« Yono Arai, Mr. Isiiii, Mr* Haraf and Mr. Yfatanabo wore
oloctcd by tho™group to work out tho program in regard to tho visit
of tNic relocation teame. Mre Hara was appointed chairman of tho
committoo and J.Ir. Isliii, vice ohairraan.

Mr, Beeson road tho resolution prosontod bjr tho Rowbc.r
Holooatic:.i Plan_nin? Commission aftor tho visit of tho 5010 r.
tcanu DiiHOu”.sion follov/od«

. Mr« Booson askod tho group if tlicy thought it would lo vrjrfi
v/liilo to sond it out to all tho mombors of tho council.

Mrs» Horndon: Yos, | think it would bee
Rov Fukuyaraa: Gould you toll us whoro that cam from?
lvir. Booson; Yos, tho Hwhor- Hclooation Oontore

Ivir Ishii thought it would bo a good idea to translate it

nto Japanoso and print it in the "Irrigator”, but didWt know
f tho ftirrigatorMwou™d print it* -

Mr* Sakamoto: Anything that is of much value to the rosidonts
A think might bo mimoographod and sent to oaoh block.

Everyone agrood that it would bo a good idea to mimoograph
3b ieks of tho resolution to bo sent out to tho mombors and tho
"blocks

Mre Booson road, tho letter from tho Heart Mountain Cominunity
Cfounoil suggested a oonforonoo of all tho 9 contors to bo hold at
omo oontral location. t was approved by Mr. Dillon 3- or and
fittO approximate dato has boon sot as tho first part of February.

1 conforonoo would bo O0llposod of two mombors from oaoh relocation
9 ntor and 12 mombors frora tho various field officese Sach oontor
Will pay for tho Gxponsos involved of thoir dologatos.

A discussion followede A motion was made by Mr* Roy
Sakamoto that a Qlmittoo bo oloctod to look into tho possibilitios
Of sending a roprosontativo from this oontor and a means of raising
funds to send dologatos. t was sooondod by 1/Ir, Fukuyama. Tho
potion vas carried e

Mr e Fukuyama, Mr+ Kanaya, Rev* Torakav/a, and Mre Sakamoto

aero oloctod to servo on tho conlllit tooe Hr* Booson appointed Mr.
Jtianaya as ohairman and Hr» Sakamoto as vico ohairman#

Tho mooting was adjourned.

Tho next mooting v/ill bo hold January 19, | 3 P.M. at
Block 22-3 -



Beeson:

THE MINUTES OP THE MEETING CALLED FOR THE
PURPOSE OF A MEETING BETWEEN THE COMMIT-
TEE OF THE RELOCATION PLANNING COMIS-
SION AND THE BLOCK DELEGATES

January 1¢ ,19i|4
The meeting was called to ord6i* by Mr« Joseph. Beeson,
Relocation Program O fficer at the Block 22 Recreation

Hall at 2:00 p.m.

Those in attendance were

Ken Yamada E. Pujltorai

M. Funakubo Je Hayatsu

K. Kuraoka Shigeru Osawa
Y. Fujii R. Hino

T. Yamada . Masumoto

F, Kubota Frank Toribara
Jiro Sumida C. T. Takahashi
Ge S. Sugawara

M. Ota Joseph Beeson
Hoy R. Akiyama Karl Tam'bara
(Lillian Fujlhira and Nitta, secretaries)
Gentlemen, the meeting will come to order. The Adminis-

tration of tills project called tnis meeting because we
knw there was a question to discuss which was very
definitely of interest to the residents. Some time back
when the proposal first reached the project, Mr. Stafford
asked me 8s Reloca-tion Officei* "to. start deveIoRi_ng some
action in the community here with regards to this oonfer-
ence> so at that; at si meeting of tlie relocation
planning group | suggested the election of a committee to
study the question to be discussed here today; and that
group did elect a committee consisting of Mr. Kanaya,

Mr. H, Sakamoto, Rev# Terakawa, and Rev. Fukuyama* Two
of these men are here but two are absent. Rev. Terakav/a
has been quite ill. Rev* Fukuyama went to Boise to a
churcii conference. He was expected back but has not come
back as yet. The two members of the committee here have
information concerning the proposed conference, and | think
Zhs't "tiiey can discuss tills witdi you and you can make up
your mind as to what action should be taken. Tne prolect
administration locally is very syrapatlietlc to anytnine:
trhat points to the welfare of the people here on tne prol-
ect, but this particular question is a question tiiat so



Beeson:
(cont.)

Chairman:
(Kanaya)

definitely concerns tne future of the residents, the
Administration has decided not to take any active part
in tne participation of tne proposed conference* How
ever, | *want: to say that the Administration is willing
and anxious to facilitate anytning you think should be
done. We will contribute anything In any manner tiiat
you want us to contribute. But leadership, plans, and
formulation of whys and wherefores is definitely a ques-
tion concerning your people. With those brief remarks
am turning this meeting over to Mr. Kanaya. He has
Mr. Sstoraoto ?/ith him and tiaey will proceed from here
on. Before closing | think I snould tell you wn 1 am.
I am Joseph G. Beeson In charge of the Relocation Divi-
sion on the project. Tills is tne first time | have iiad
tne honor of standing before tne delegates. | am glad
to be here. | wil no? turn tiie raeetring over to you.

fAt this time the meeting was turned ov*er tiQ tne committee
of tHe Relocation Planning Commission.)

* *

Last time we bad a meeting, four men ~ere elected for tne
Relocation G-uidance Committee, Tne purpose of tnis meeting
is to discuss whetner to send delegates from till s Center
to tne Cnicago conference or not. This problem came up be-
fore the boilermen” problem, but due to the imminence of
tne boilermen” strike this problem was held pending until
now. We had been a”~ed to hand in a decision by January
10, but the problem had not yet been discussed at timt

d te. Tnis plan to send two delegates from eacn center to
CMcago conference originated at Heart Mountain. | have

a letter here from Heart Mountain wnicn reads as follows

nDecember 6 , 1973> Fair Labor Practive Board, Minidoka
Relocation Center, Hunt, ldaho. G-entlemen:

N\e are initiating a movement to have the national
WRA in Washington call a conference of all centers in
some convenient locality for tJie purpose of evacuee parti-

cipation on planning nd policy making of tne WRA reloca—
tlon program..

"We have discugsed ,proMand «conf on tne question
of relocation metiaods, but we have come to an unanimous
agreement that a national conference Is necessary to
present these viewn to the men who are responsible for
much of our planning.

HAe have received tnebnaniraous consent from our
Administrative project appoihted personnel to have their



wJiole-iiearted cooperation. Hence, we are presenting to you
some of our views, and we do hope that you will compile and
send us your feelings on this matter in order tnat an agenda
for such a conference mignt be made available and proposed
in case sucn a gathering is sanctioned by Washington,

Hne following are some of our points which we feel
are important and snould be Included In tnis conference.
Agenda:

1. To present evacueesl attitudes toward relocation
to Washington officials.

2m To make possible participation in "tile national
policy making and program ol* relocation.

3* To present tne necessity of having evacuee field
representatives in the various relocation areas.

e To ask questions on various phase of project
activities, including future plans of sucn activities.

5- To carry on intra-center exchange ol* Information
pertaining to center operation, management, etce as well as
relocation planning.

6* To propose, recommend, and activate plans of
molding desirable attitudes among evacuees and WRA staff so
that mutual cooperation and active participation might be
possible in firdure program of WHA  Tnis necessitates the
need of understanding prob ems wnicii faces individual evacuee
families.

H'ne aforementioned points are some of tne views tnat
our Council feel necessary to discuss in sucn a conference*
We feel tnat yfi)u have muoii to contribute, and, t nerefore, we
wisia tiiat you mignt present us witn your ideas in order that
a comprenensive plan might be presented to Washington.

"ePlease concur on tiie enclosed resolution, and il*
there are additions that you feel necessary, please add
tnem and send tnem to us. At the same time, notify Dillon
S, Myer tnrougn your Project Directorls office of your
support cf this program whicn we shall initiate together.

We want accurate timing so tnat tiie gpeatest result mignt
be obtained for our mutual benefit. W are suggesting mid-
January as tne time to 110ld this national, gatiaering.H

This letter came to tne Fair Labor Practice from
Mr. T. T. SashiJdiara, Chairman of the Heart Mountain Com-
munity Council. (Tne six points In tne letter were ex-
plained more tnorougnly in Japanese by tne Ciiairraan.)
There Is a definite attitude of resistance on the part of
tne evacuees toward relocation; therefore, tnere must be a
discussion witn tne evacuees to make a good relocation pro-

gram. We must: crystalize tiie tll O of the evacuees about
relocation as mentioned by tne Heairt Mountain people in



tneir letter. | believe tnis is tne important thing to
consider at tnis time. Pertaining to tnis problem tnere is

a teletype from Mr. Myer saying tnat he okays tnis program
and idea*

Hne proposal for a National Conference of evacuee
delegates from tiie nine centers to meet witn the
Director and consider problems related to tne future
of evacuees and otners of Japanese ancestry in the
United States has been given serious study. As sucdi
a conrerence can do raucn to improve mutua understand-
ing and cooperation in achieving our common objective,
I am planning to set aside a few days in late January
or early February for tnis purpose*

IThe recommendation made by the Comramity Councils in
two centers and concurred in by several otners, tnat
e eacia center send two delegates, meets witn my approval*
In addition, we are planning to invite one representa-
tive from eacn of the Relocation Field areas and t?/o
from tnose areas wnere tne greatest number of former
center residents have how settled, namely Balt Lake
City, Denver, and Ciiicago. Tnis will make delegatee
in all, 18 from tiie centers and 12 from tne field areas*

HOf the several cities suggested for the meeting place,
Chicago has been decided upon, and arrangements will be
made to hold the meetings at 215 W Ja&kson Boulevard
in a special conference room there* Other necessary
arrangements will be made locally as soon as we have
word as to the number that expect to be there.

Ms It will not be possible for WRA to pay either
traveling or living expenses of the delegates, |

would suggest that ways and means of raising the
necessary funds to defray their expenses be considered
imnediately as well as ?7fho the delegates are to be and
how they are to be chosen. One suggestion is to have
one delegate from the Council or Relocation Commission
and the other elected from the community at large. My
only interest Is that, however they are chose, they
represent the community.

HNot later than January 10, | should like to have a list
of the important questions you feel should be answered
at the conference,” together with a statement that your
center will or wiil not be represented, Prior to the
conference you will also want to agree on, and have
ready a list of the major problems facing center resi-
dents in terms of their future, as well as specific



Delegate:
Chairman:
Delegate:

Chairman:

Delegate

Delegate:

Delegate:

plans or proposals for creating better underntanding
and working relationships between the evacuees and
the authority.

Ht is my feeling that we are entering the new year with
a better understanding on the part of the American
public of our mutual problems and objectives than ever
before. | hope that the new year will bring for the
many thousands in your and other Relocation communities
a resolution to meet our present problems witn determi-
nation and fortitude.

M am looking forward to meeting your representatives
in Chicago the first part of February, the exact dates
to be announced as soon as we have your rep ies*M

(The teletype was explained in Japanese hy the Cliairman.)
The cannot pay traveling expenses for the conference.

How much is the traveling expense?
About $k-00.

Why can't the WRA pay the money?

It has not been explained but the explanation will come
within two or three days.

The average person thinks a swell thing to have some-
thing like that, but is not willing to pay. It*s a serious
m atter.

Mr. Chairman, may | say something about this. | believe the

WRA should take the responsibility about this. Since this is
sponsored by the WRA, and they chose the spot of the meeting,
they should go on and finish It up. Tliey should pay our ex-
penses because we cannot afford to pay for it. Besides we
have lost plenty already due to evacation and we people are
In here because we cannot afford to go outside. | think
this conference is a good idea, but we must be careful who
we choose because he must carry to the meeting the thougJdtits
and ideas of the whole people here In camp.

Question is an economic one* Therefore, | propose that the
money question of the matter be taken up. Another thing

before the meeting of the nine centers be called at Chicago
or any place, relocation question must be discussed and un-
derst00d by everybody on the project because If any person



goes v/ithout knowing what the people in the Centers mnt, the

expense will be nothing so ask you to take up the financial
guestion first.

Chair: Before we decide about the question of money, we have to decide

whether we*11 send delegates or not. Will this group agree to
send two delegates from tills Center?

Dels: Yes, we agree.

Del: Before we decide that, we must consider carefully who are to
be chosen and how and from “iat groups so that we may get- the
true opinion of the people as a whole in this Center. It is

important that the delegate carry to the conference what we
really want them to convey.

Olair: Let me finish what | want to say. Concerning this, problem
this Is the telegram from the Granada Relocation Center:

"Gentlemen: Regarding teletype from Dillon Myer concern-
ing national conference of evacuee delegates from nine
centers we request your opinion regarding such conference.
Mr. Myer requests submittal, by Janrnry 10th, of ques-
tions to be answered at conference with statement whether
or not we be represented. He states we raise funds for
expenses of delegates, since not possible for War Reloca-
tion Authority to pay sucn expenses* We asked Mr. Myer
to prolong deadline to Janury 20th for out further

needed consideration. Regarding expenditures relative

to conference, we feel War Relocation Authority should
recognize secondary importance of expenses as compared

to realization of successful objectives. We asked

Mr. Myer further consideration of expenses, so that

fimds be provided by War Relocation Authority. Since
proposed conference holds great possibilities of improv-
ing mutual understanding and cooperation towards common
end, we feel it worthy of serious consideration. For
successful conference, It is imperative every, center be
fully represented. We request your opinion regarding
who should "be responsible for expenses of delegates.

Please consider carefully foregoing points. May we have
immediate reply?H

That the expenses should be paid by the WRA is brou™nt up in
this letter.

I will read the telegram from the Rowher, Arkansas Centea*

esRegarding teletype of Dillon Myer concerning national
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conference of evacuee delegates from nine centers and
relocated areas with Mr..Myer we of Rohwer community
council resolve that proposed conference be divided into
three separate meetings. First meeting with only dele-
gates of relocation centers, second meeting delegates of
relocation centers and relocated areas wltnout Mr. Myerls
presence. Third joint meeting of all delegates with Mr.
Myer we request your opinion regarding our resolution and
any plans which would make this conference successful and
beneficial. Rohwer Community Council made arrangement
for expenses delegates througn Community Enterprise hop-
ing that your Center would be represented because we

feel that this conference holds great possibilities of
improving mutual understanding toward ou* interest. O

(The letter was explained in Japanese.)

This telegram shows timt the money should be raised by the
Community Enterprises* | suppose the first two meetings ?/ere
proposed to be held without Mr. Myer so that the delegates may
express their thougnts more freely. Tne following Is a tele-
tjirpe from Dillon Myer.

NHeplies concerning national evacuee meeting Chicago
indicate more time needed for development of agenda for
such meeting. To achieve most constructive results it
is advisable to postpone the meeting for the present.
Will you please inform the council or other evacuee
representatives who have interested themselves in plans
for titie meeting. Letter follows explaining more fully
than our teletype of Jan. 1 permitted, why WRk unable
finance expenses of delegates at sucn meeting and what
are the expectations for such a conferendell

Today we received a telegram from Grnada as follows:

Mn view of second teletype refusal by War Relocation
Authority dated January 1944+ To bear expenses of
conference delegates our cnance of representation is
remote. However on strength of latest teletype from
Dillon Myer of January 1H, 19M. We wish to consider
rnattei* furtner oui* nex meetiing® Meantime awaiting
promised letter from Dillon Myer. Please advise us as
to your decision.M Shlr jAbe, Chairman Community
Council, Grandda.Relocation Center, Amacne Colorado.

Chair: I think the, problem of expenses Is the same for the nine reloca-
tion ceirters. Are you satisfied as to sending tiie delegateslor
nou? Of course, at tne present time, we have no money fco give
tx) tJie delegates but maybe we can get tiie money be sponsoring



a bazaar, carnival, etc.
Del The telegrams, etc, came from all Nisei, didn't they?

Chair: I don*1 believe so. | tiilnk it:es made up of Issei and Nisei
as our group here. Most Community Councils have is”sei and Nisei

Del: Just G-ranada and Arkansas is all you know?
Chair: Yes.
Del: What does Poston say?

Chair: We havenll received any correspondence or heard anytning from
that Center yet.

Del: I tiilnk itls an important thing to hold the meeting. 1tls a
bridge of understanding between the people and tne WHA* The
matter about the expenses is a small matter, and it may create

a bad feeling. [It*s tne principle behind it. They tnink tne
Administration is not sincere. Before misunderstanding occurs
it should be c eard up* | think it will affect vitally every-

one going there < There are lots of ways of raising money, but
ifs tne principle behind it.

Del It»s the responsibility of the WHA to take the responsibility
of relocation. The matter of expenses snould be cleared up the
guickest my.

Chair: Then as to sending the delegates you have no objection.
Del I think itls a wonderful idea. W muE3dt send someone that Is

nonest and sincere and really understands tne people of t he
Center, Mot a TyesMman.

Chair: tiiink tiaey want to discuss something besides relocation.

Del: tilink the problem is to present a united front.

Del: From tnis | think the government can get lots of suggestions,
etc., that will assist tnem in the relocation program. By
putting emphasis on a small thing like expenses, people might
get v/rong impression. 17~e already lieard from 20 different

people last nignt tnat since WRA Is interested in relocation
of tne people, they should pay the expenses. One person s&ys
ne wouldn't go to a meeting like tnis if he had to pay his own
expenses. Another person says, M thought the WRA wanted relo-



Del:

Chair:

Del:

Chair:

Del:

Del:

Del:

Chair:

Del:
Del:

Chair:

Del:

Chair:

cation. | should think they would stand the expense of it M

The WRA is paying the representatives of the WRA to Chicago,
but tne WRA won’ll pay the expenses or the evacuees.

Beeson said no appointed personnel from here will be going.
No, but therelll be same from tlie outside*
We have more reasons why tney won*t pay the expenses.

In tiie first place tne government should pay more money for
relocation, Tney give excuses for not giving, but tnere is no
excuse. , Everybody wants to relocate, but tney don't because of
the uncertainty of tiie future 8Jid the financial c andltion.

Theylve spent so mucii money already whafs a few cents more.
The name itself implies their responsibility. Welre willing to
cooperate what more can they expect. Tnere are ways of getting
the expenses out If they want to but they won't do it.

Did you say this meeting in Chicago was suggested by evacuees
or tne WRA?

You weren't here when the letter from Heart Mountain was read.
According to the HSart Mountain letter it says:

"We are initiating a movement tc have tne national WVRA
in Washington call a conference of all centers In some
convenient locality for the pxsrpose of evacuee partici-
pation on planning and policy making of the WRA reloca-
tion program, n

That will make another reason wiiy they can't pay expenses.

Myer himself said when he was here tnat the WHA is not forcing
relocation. It is encouraging relocation.

might read tiie letter from Heart Mountain a little more to
clear up the matter.

(The remainder of tne letter was read.) e

The program is a very important idea, and with a program like
that: tiiink tliey* 1 go way ahead In the r elocation program.
As fai* as sending delegates, itls very important. | tnink in
eacii project tney should get togetnei* witii Issei or Nisei tmt
is going and give a complete program.

What is your suggestion as to how to select these two delegates?



Del:

Del:

Chair:

Del:
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Del:

Chair:

Del:

Del:

Chair:

Tne quickest way would be possibly get eacn block to select one
Issei and one Nisei and let the block arrange a meeting (o dis-
cuss the various questions and give tJieir block representatives
information for tnis program. Tnen from tnese representatives
pick out wiio tney snould send. Therels no use saying, nWh
wants to go?Hand forcing on tiiem p®© litlcal information* Tnis
is too big a thing.

It is essential to have one Issei and one Nisei. Then everyone
who has various ldeas can assist them and give tnera constructive
Ideas.

They way it 100118 now, since tne postponement of the conference
date, we probably will have a Community Oouneil* established
before title delegates are sent. It may be more advisable to
follow the plan as proposed — tnat of sending one delegate
from tiie Community Counci and one from tne evacuee population.

No use sending a nyesMman.
Tills picking delegates is very important.
What do you think about tiae one Issei and one Nisei combination?

Two Isseis or two Nisies -- as long as tney go to tne conference
and talk, Tiiatls important.

And really figiit for his rlgiics*
We , supposing the WRA is willing to pay the expenses?

To avoid misunderstanding on tiie part of the residents maybe
it's best tiiat WRA not be brougiit into tnis conference, neitiier
financially nor in tiie conference matter.

Assuming that we are sendingdelegates to tnat conference and we
pick out the delegates. Still we have to have discussion before
they go tnere so tneylll know what tne opinion and sentiment of
tile people are in tnis matter; otherwise, our feelings mignt
possibly be misrepresented. W must have discussion on tMs
matter.

That’'s one reason why | wanted to talk with all the block
delegates. Tiiatls the only channel we can get in toucn wltii
tne residents.nere. Tney can discuss NdroMand '«conMabout
this question and the Block Belegates can bring tiie opinion of
tne people to tne Block Delegatesl meeting. Then the Block
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Delegates can give their opinion to tile two representatives.
Sending a man because we tnink hels good would be dangerouse
Mr. Myerls teletype says: Hw on y interest is 1l0wever they
are cnosen tney represent the commtmity.n so when tney come
back tney can report. Tnatls their responsibility to the
community.

We don't know wtis.t people think in regards to relocation,

I tnink you can rignt this minute say they want successful
relocation, Tiie majority opinion is 100" on the part of the
government on successful relocation. As long as tney can get
protection and assurance, | tiilnk tiiere is nobody tnat would
not want to relocate, Tne tning is tneylll go so far and tnen
Itls your baby. You carry tne "ball wnetJaer we sink or swim.

Your main point today is first of all wiietiier itls a good idea
or not.

What do you think about sending two representatives. Whnatls
your opinion? Let's leave tiie expense matter aside fora wiiile.

f 1 weire one of tne residents presented witli tills problem, I*d
say this: Why didn't they tell us first? Wy didn't tney,
consult us. We have no right to decide this here.

I think the new oouncilmen and block commissioners should be
the ones to decide.

Make it a recommendation. Thatls the only thing we can do.
In principle we agree that two men should go* Do you all agree?
Yes, we agree.

The next question is how are you going to select these people.
Select from Community Council?

Yes, | think itls a good idea.

Seventh of February is our general election. The selection of
the two delegates Is referred to this Community Council and
block commissioners joint meeting, | suppose?

Yes,

This is not sponsored by the government is it?
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It was initiated by Heart Mountain, and the government i s
encouraging It -- that«s all we can say.

It was ini%iated "by Heart; Mountain and "the govei'nnien'fc merely
approved It.

Government azid r elocation — the people here they won” like it.
Present it as that the government is not against it.

There ape some people that intend to stay in camp and they don”
like relocation. It should be tactfully done.

The fatter of selection is deferred until "the establishment of
the Community Coxmcil, then, Is that right?

Yes,

We will refer this matter* to tiie newly elected members of Xvb
CommiAnlty Council and Blocsk commissiorBrs#

Yes, because they would be morer epresentative of the people
than we are.

Then that is settled. Now we have to discuss about the expense
proposition.

You*re going to have two schools of though anyway. One school
will say that the government should pay it; and then the other
Fchool will think the community should pay if then they wouldn”
oe under obligation and can say what they think. There *11 be
lt)hzli_t two schools of thought sud we better see what the others
elieve.

In that case shall we refer this to the Community Council, too?

Yes.

In "that ca.S6 | "think *th.is Is all "tiiati 1 have to propose*

The meeting was adjourned at 3 5 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
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RELOGATION PLil  I'JG COHMISSION

January 19,1944 — 2:00 PJ,f.
Block 22- 3 * IS

The meeting was called to order by theecliairman, Mr. Beeson.
The followinr people were present: R. Matsuda, 3. Hara, Hev. G. Y*
Kimura, Jaok Ohikata, lIsabel GOaigaya, Frank Kav/ahara, Roy Sakamoto,
Diok Kanaya, Shuji Sugawara, Joseph G* Beeson, K« shii, James
Sakoda, Yone Arai, and Mr. Berman*

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approvede

Mr* Berman, who is fron the Pocatello Relocation Office and
out on general field assignment for 18 months, was introduced to the
council by Vit Beeson*

Hr. Berman: | got to know Japanese people in Hav/aii, where X
went to school with them* n Hawaii 4 thQ school is Gonposed of
American boys and girls of Japanese ancestry, | also worked v/ith
Japanese employers.

I have boon in this program for 18 montlis and havo "been

oonoerned v/hy got only the nisei girls and boys, out in the field*
ilavo gotten vory fow of tho isseis. Yfnere ever | had issoi

families who rolocatod they have Eiado vory good adjustment and things
havo turned out very well for tiiGm* In tho Pooatollo aroa v/hich is
125 milos from hero, | had 20 Japanoso familiGS who havo livod thoro
for tho last 12 or 20 yoars. Tho war has not hit thorn at all. Thoy
have boon vory sympathetic and intorostod in you folks frora the wost
coast and have boon oixoouragirxg you to 00O out to thoir farms, thoy
have established a hostel, Tho situation thoro is vory friendly and
that is ono thing | have tried to impress on tho oldor pooplo# ItLC
young childron aro living a roal kind of life, thoy go to a roal school
Como homo to a horao. Living a kind of life in the United States
which, is wholosomo and good for th.o childron, which tlary v/ouldnH
got on tho projoot. | realize it is hard for families to start
out living on tho outsido for many of tho parents aro 55 6 yoars
old and havo to start all ovor again, but whon thoy think of tho
ohildron living a normal life it is worth ite

From my interviews | find that tho farther av/ay you go frora
tho v;ost ooast tho hotter tho fooling is for tho pooplo of the
Japanoso ancestry in this country, Qn my trips as field raan havo
visitod Japanese families in Montana and ldaho wlioro thoro v;oro only
ono tTapancso family in that town. talked with thorn and thoy worG
getting along just fino and did not raiss having othor Japanosoe Thoy
woro aoccptod by tho oonmiunity and v/oro doing thriving businossos
or had farms out thoro.

Evon if you wero ablo to go back ovor night it would bo
impossible for you to find living quarters. f you wore ablo to go
back to Los Angolos, San Franoisoo, doattlo or Portland today you
would find that all tiio homos aro filled, you would find that ovory-
thing has changed* |If you stay in the oentor with that thought in
mind you aro mistaken. Tho situation has changed, instoad of stay-
ing in oarap you should bo living a normal life outside, and whon tho
war is ovor it will bo oasior for you to go baok. Sitting in tho O001l-
tor not moving, your childron goint to school out of normal conditions
bcoauso tho childron aro not coming in oontaot with Caucasians and
othor ohildron that is not lifoe This is going on for tho sooond
yoar and it is going to be a lot worse and lot hardor for 5 u to
start living a normal life if you wait,

Mre Booson; Possibly somo of you can tako this opportunity
to spoak to Mr« Borman in tho Japanoso language if you v/ould liko,

[ Mre Sakamoto; Havo you noticed any difforonco in the Hawaiian
Japanoso boys and tho iUaorican-iTapanGso boys?

Mr, Borman: | donft know if thoro is a differonoo botwoon
the Hawaiian Japanoso boys and tho Amorioan-CTapanosc boys. Thoro
may bo a littlo difforonoc in tho language they uso,, thoy do not
spoak as perfect English. The Hawaiian Japanoso boys had bettor
opportunitios than tho mainland boys, but tho mainland boys aro
getting thoir ohanoc now. For instanoo back in Hawaii tTapanoso-
Apioriaan girls tgaoh school along v/ith tho oauoasians-e



Mrse Shigaya; You being a field man perhaps you can tell me
if a person goes out on a contract do they have to stay out there
even if the conditions aren’t what they are supposed to be. You see
a group of girls went out to tile cannery and they found that the
living quarters v/eren't good and what they had expected so they v/ent
to the field man and told him about it but they were told that ha
couldn’t do anything about it. They v/ere never very happy out there
but they went ahead and fixed it up«

Mr« Berman: am very much surprised on the part of tho field
man. V/f try to avoid suoh things and if the conditions aron”
satisfactory you can be roloased from your contracts. However,
imagino it depends on tho fiold maru .

Ofton times some of tho offors. oomo dirootly.into tho centers
and tho field man doosnft have tho timo to investigato it e Q,uito
oftGii get a v/iro signed by Mr. Stafford asking if | approve so-
and-so 1s job and his coming out to pooatollo. Tho job wasn’'t su®
raittod-by mo but go out and investigato tho jobe

Mrse Slaigaya: Onoo tiioy sign tho contract do thoy havo to
koop it?

Llre Borman: Tho contract is just a picoo of paper, it
contains oortain things, euoii as wagos, hours, otoe Tlio oontraots
aro basod on good fooling and good v/illf If tho omployor has good
fooling hcTl 1livo up to his contract.

Mr. Kanaya mado a roport on tho Ohioago Conforonoo.

Mr. Kanaya: wo mot v/ith tho block dclogatos to discuss tho
Ohioago oonferonoe yesterday.

Tho main point of tho mooting v;as to got tho fooling of tho
public through tho I)look dologatos. That is ono roason why tho moot-
ing v/as oallode Wh.atovor dooidod may bo wo could inform tho rosidonts
through tho block dologatos and got tho roaotion from tho public. Tho
first quostion wo asked thorn was ,TAro you in favor of sending 2
dologatcs , , If tho residents do not v/ant that ift taat. That v/as tho
first quostion wc askod thorn, 2nd, well itfs part of tho first topic
of tho first question, if they aro willing-to send 2 delegates what
method should be used to soloot tho dologatose

Tho sooond main topic wc askod tho, "In tliGoasc gveryono
agroos to send dclogatos liowshall xjo raiso tho monoy 1100doci for
tho travel expense plus the subsistonce whilo in Chicago,

n regard to the first quostion, everyono thought it w~”is.a.
very good idea and wo should participate and wc hada rosponsibility
and so that was sottlod « Onthe second part of thoqg”uostion thoro
was quite an argmiont* Not ozactly an argumont but a difforonoc of
opinion* No dofinito method v;as agreod upon*

Tho opinion of the block dologatos v/as variod in regard to
tilg moans of raising tho funde “omo of the pooplo thought “sinoo
this was to bo a conforonoo of WRA tho should pay for it evon
if the Heart Mountain Community Go*unoil suggested it e Tlie "URA should
furnish the funds so that the residents do not have to spend, money
when they don” get much in oamp.

The other opinion v/as: Since this program was suggested by
evacuees it is up to the e'raouQes to furnish the funds* |If you get
the subsistence through tile WRA you are obligated and you are
responsible just to tiie evacuee people if we raise the money ourselves
and have no obligation to WRA.. It v/as the general opinion of the
delegates to v/ait till the Community Oounoil was elected and let them
decide what method should be used to raise the funds since the
OOlliforonoe has boon post-ponod until tho latter part of February or
first of March. Tho gonoral olootion of the oounoil will take place

on February 7/

Mr, Sakamoto: Thoro was ono point that X v/ould like to
mention. It was agrood that prior to tho timo”~tho dologatos loqvo
to this oonferenoe thoy should hc.vo mootings with tho rosidonts
in various blocks to got a bottor idoa of wjaat tho public is
intorostod in.



[Ir. Kanaya: Yes, this v/ill form tho agenda for the mooting,
the rosidents could give various suggestions to tho dclogatos, that
was a unanimous opinione

~ Mr. Booson: Thcit was a very good report, May usk the
oommittGo to take this up with tho council then.

Mil. Bsoson explained tho latest details of tho visitation
of tho Holooation toara.

The period of the Helooation tGanfs visit to Minidoka will
be for 4 days beginning February 7 February 10th. Members of tho
toam will be Harold 8* Fistoros, Chairman of the team, from tho
Gl~velmid office; E3nor Shirroll, Chicago offioo; Dr. P. A. V/obbor,
Salt Lalco office and 1Ir, Fischlor of the Washington Reports division.

’c assist tho Holooation Division in tho way of proliminary
v/ork to be done prior to tho arrival of tho teem, Loo Simmons of
the 3t , Louis office and Oxoar Euttodahl of tiio Washington reports
division aro oxpGotod to arrive January 3 f r G throo-day visit.
Simmons, in oonjunction with tho relocation progrrjE offioor, will
do preliminary work and Buttodahl will work v/itli tiic reports office
largely on matters of publicity and information concerning the oamp
VISIT

Rogor Clapp of tho Boston office and Milton Gouthcr, Peoria
offico will follow tho team to romain r.t tho oontor for a poriod
of two w Gks r.nd "o available for personal interviov/s and othor aid
portaining to rolooation.

ik discussion of whoro the mootings should be holde Block 28
Qr 34 wore suggostod for ar p B, but no definite plaoo was
decided upon*

Franlc Kawahara suggostod that tho rolooation tonm moot v/ith
th.0 high school group, in that way oliminato tho high sohool ego
group from coming to the overling mootings v/hioh will bo crowded f

| Mr# Xshii took ohr.rgo of tho raooting since Mr* Booson had to
eavees

Mr* shii gave a report on tho scholarship oomittooe

Mr* lIsiiii: | suppose | will hav to mako a report on the
soholnrship ooiiiniittoG* Tho 30xing was hold Ir.st Friday, January
14 right over horo, And thr.t v/rs because since last OctoD2r hr'vc
boon stud3ring about tho Ilviatsurai Scholarship fund by tho Japancso
Association of Nortliv/ost in Sonttio, V/r.shington# At thr.t 1110Xing
kr S* Hiharc of tho tTapanoso Assooip.tion of Northv/ost 00110 over to
tho mooting through a r~g_uost Ei?.do by Ilr. Booson and wo tho conmittoo
asked him about detail about tho Matsumi scholarship funde The
amound of monoy would bo moro than ¢1000 but tho Gxr.ot r.mount of
money couldn’t be given nt that timo™ Tho ooilllllittoo thought that
this Scholarship Fund should not bo handled by tho RGlooatioxx
planning OOWaission in this oontor# It vks suggested to turn over
tho soholr.rship job to tho oommunity council*

1i*e Sc.kam.cto: That monoj™ can bo usod for high school gr~duatost

M r, shii: Yog, Mr, Folsom told us that wo could ask tho
govormriGiit to rolociso the monoy for tho purpose of using for high
school students*

Noxt about Mr. I™ror”™ ansvror to tho Hohv/or Oomunity GounoiX,
n copy goos to each mcrabor of tho council rnd almost onoh block
dclogato and block manager and v/ h™vo r.bout moro than 150 copies
in ciso you nood moro. Parts of Mi% ifyorls ensv™or wr.s translated
for tho 1osoi pooplo.

Tho noxt mooting v/ill bo Fobruc™ry 7 .

Tho mooting wr.s adjourned.



MINIDOIU PHOJECr
Relocation Planning Commission
22-3-3

February 7 , 1944 2:00 P.m.

Beeson-The meeting was called to order by the ohairman, l.ir, Joseph

S Fistere ArS1,/” ck Ghikata, Florence Sndo, Harold
N Earada V Y. Pu1|| Sllen B, Herndon, S. Kara,
k%, Eg\\//. T. Terakawa,D'Jalﬁé(sa oakoda, G. Shoji, Mabel Eésr%Jlgaya gl )h_Taaa

The minutes of the previous meeting v/ere read and approved.

Mrs.°? ner oh ” ST " Tcotrre_t%Ltcr)]’\V\{S’\ade
0 r e S W meet wi e team in
§|o k ~2-12 instead E?o q«l as written in the schedule.

1— — Webber

for iJ*InI*"T ere anffo™ lhfwork™~ha?
ruSSles L°SnllISit* WGbber 1 — N penNitdr?felL re-

the res™ent” UtSide t

introduction from thG Pe PIQ in this center

as tr»
both thG ?nd hJdw Ife °?n h IP thorn, W5 would like to help
Jroblons in rliocatinl? & famillGS 30 wo Uko to know your

Dlannin™~M ~rti nh U™ +*k to”™bo of sorvico to all those who aro
= th S w h plail tO rGIOC3at in future. W

- n tain-

t f 27r . 3 Hcart Mountain wo mot and talki 3 r

Cose o~Nn™o G time _camo.for us
Booauso of another enga\gomon%q |§Iov}hvor V0 mot a”Nain Hwe next

day and contmuod and loarncd a lot and wo hopo while I f Lo horo wo
- 1 m rC, WQ ask y u t0 givQ us any suSScstio and
||c’\0|o atL r fficflamand » suggostions whioh be added to

~ n ? igilt m ings arG som(3tiling likG this:* a

'i-st  »Thck» vnAh ~  Shr mi  hal°1thO mving picturo after that,

Ntfam s"n thn WL S tak by m A* wc als®° havo pictures
? WQSt* Th sccond Pijctur was taken bv tii
- partmcnt 0 ||gnou turo. An agricultural proturo which shows Somo

now”™t hr PS gl Wh in lliol}icran* ~tor that | usually talk, up to
- Dne hJf ’)ra tL’>’> £or Dr* ~ot)Y) r to intorprot as | v/ont

‘ “glish 1t Eiakos 1t oasigr for a
sQob”r, Aft~rworas v/o o % tho mootings up to tho pubn]lc Por disoussion

"nsv™Nrfth™~aS'M-n AU St \S r Wh'tGv» -ant and wo t* T o A

rav r?o0”™aPf iiSwod. ™~ 1S iS JUSt ~ at W “oncbrall”™ dO not

Dr# Wobbor; My talking is supposed to bo in Japanoso but von
all,”™ dcrst~d English. Wb have had a groat tSo so far

th i’rﬁ‘o G’t)’?llo da)'/rgswgl ar@;ldl&yw Umoit/;‘%I 0 otrosc|>0it1a8 {o gof’ ré)lace



reservations and all -but so far we have made our schedule. Xt is
a pleasure to cone and meet you. In 4 days we hardly get to know
your names, oovering' so many centers has its advantages but it is
most unsatisfactory to get to knov/ a person, and then have to leave.

V/ren | find a friend | like to stay a little whilo rather than

stay 4 days in seven or eight projects to Topaz next to Gila and
~nen on to Postoiu have been more or less associated with thG
Japanose people for a numbor of years, | spent 18 yoars in Japan

so have bocomo acquainted with tho situation and tlio Japanoso
no N 5] o H N
t tho Br‘ﬁs’\tq? tino 1 gmuw'iﬁﬁ %I slnar}?v%ollogdnin ‘\?a%rgvillgpdT%?\%&!scg.

Wb wpuld like to send two of your finG young ladios frQl tliis
camp to work-out thorc. Wb havo a v/ondorful opportunity for thorn.

fb” Inic has wonderful opportunities for tho Japanoso, althougii;
Nr arpn S ver man?/ of thGm living thcrG_now it w ill Qllg a littlo
av een fooking into tIXx possibilities of pooplo

51 eating L
mxgnc matorializo and wo havo a num

or at least curious»

bouth, and thor are a numbGr of possibilities v/hich
bor g? pooplop v7].’IB aro intcrostod

~Tho people who have rolocatod in tho East and South aro
hospitality tliGy_ rocGiv TiiG groups. I* 10catod
to the Salt Lake aroa aro living in largo groups and living in tho
pooror sootion of tho”oity and starting about tho same conditions
anc™ s3 t10ns as You in le west. Whilp in tho middlG wost and
oast tho people in Now York v/oro mingling in with tho Caucasians
N W fu manins littlO Tokios out in Los Angolos, San Francisco

. 0 tc~Ans on tho coQast* uit a_numbor_of pcopl. an
still rolooato to Chicago and still not bo noticed. You can live

on ParK Avonuc or any other plaoo you should ohooso in Now/ York

) you havG 1:0 Just Qbout live in that district,
tnat If <thG.difforGncc, You roalizc that thorej aro poopl Who
aro not prejudiced Ggcinsti tliG J™pciiiQSG.

Group difforoncc doosn”t ciako much difforonco b”ok Sast

Jicing' 0?pi Japanos cmcostry would_ rcc ly find AniGric 1’
am talking about Amorioa of Ohio, Florida, otc. v/horc Japanoso
3 ] V% nny2n? ols * Th picturu W5 hav of 4

1 f2 t t of th t d fll
r“na it ?s difforantrrnforrllJ thrgl coastp%alljot 3(/)ot simci?gp. ry end you

ICnov/ing the Japanoso people as X do and. understanding thorn
made no realize what tho future and opportunity thoy v/ill havo
m tho Q-st. Tho pooplo in Chicago aro not going to cono out to
a ot you pooplo so you v;ill have to go out and moot then. You will
xnd on tho outside of you folks are alike. YouTl find tho oppor-
juiiitios to establish yourself.

i isfGis m | Tind til attitud of tli people in th oast
airroront too. VO vo mot tho pooplo oloaring the attitude of tho

jv-oplo towards tho people of Japnnoso r.noostry and whon v/o oxplninod
«0 tho public of cvr.ouation and tho beck ground of tho Japanoso

i nd tho E)'rno%letrr]lno. Public is ready to n pt thorn and try to undcr-

~ 1 whs vory muoli improssod whon talking v/ith throo nisei girls

unioago,™ One oarae from Haiwaii, one oame from oamp and the other
r£ born and raised in Chicago* Vlhen we had a discussion about the
' nation and the relocation program now, she did not knov/ anything
" AW ii*  This was the first time that this girl realized she was
1Y different from any other person.

Ore third of the people who are living out side of the reloca-
idti centers have been”living outside continuously. Many of the
c=viis are “oonsidered just as Amerioan as the other person, even

0 h he is technicall noé an Atnerioan citizen_ you are étill an

-AQxNoan,  You have bofé and girls v~o are Americans. And your

t-aying here signifies your way of life is the American life and
osing America for your country*

The folks who call you damned Japanese aren’t worth s]pitting
YJhen | v/as in”™Japan 'some of the bad boys liked to have fun so

bakat whenever they sav/ me. But | didnH
e as a baka it didn't "botlier me* Ueli, WIiQi you youn
adies go out ang thsg peop‘e look at you they?‘re star n&/ atyyou
1 ecausG you re good looking. | know of a little girl who was born



-3 -

when she came ere 0.one looked at
her and she v}gs beW|Idered because she was SO use Belng stared at ©
lonvir ?1X or.sev@®.Jrears old and during all that tlme slil m been
VP aht § mMssen siie carae here. In J’\)an everywhere she

when vou f 4 ? 1? ve<i.it ple are curjous and
wnen you gre the first J]éltpanese Amerlcan they*vg met they just stare,

the menMherersS n D eS anyone wish to lead us in a discussion with

issei peo Ifareiocated leVeland area are

FifJefej On Deceiilbe™ 1st v/e took a survey of the people
r ? L?nH ?n date there Were 93 f r a total of 10¢ of the peoplo
fbout J r r ™~ SN area* ™ a V ry intoresting thing about thePissoi
w = 3 1SS mMmi2aAn e 0 m and askQa m

f 1 th ty t
gnt together so that they cou?o]S h)ear ?hoa}r ownelalrﬁagallae spouc%CI ©

w i™NUSS 7afMousj thines> and got to know each othor tottorP. So |
h’\ G-a 1~ttor all tho isscis and invitod thorn to tho Olovoland

time th v introduced each othor to ono another* Sinco that

holDful to nQth 0 at ?°f~lar intorvals- Those issois have boon
N nQ of thG mon> Okajima, has boon very

*
at Hooartt i\/lountam has:t boorrl Sv%%y qu%d StoI uss alllsro M'ﬁlya%ia\ivm Wf"s
gP3 ndld fall ~nd gad boon in th Clovoland area bQfor and know

r thcy still _ d ing busin - -

this oontr rin 7 U th2 stOl7 Of AbG Haglwara ho*s from

?d | th f k
g s Ioad oram the %('lﬁ*'&‘aﬂi/ © F\é?uthcr)m\?,lrst couplo ofadgyo/gstﬁggo
was a strango fooling, most of tho kids had novor soon a person of

A?t ?G?h~an ?StN XGC?t What thcy had soon in thO ag
th» ftafth c mlng thQy dlscoVGrcd Ab was a Pretty €icc guy

cJ t WaS th° fact that J L N9
to | | plm Durmg the swgmor%o went to camp v;llt thorn and thev
asS fro tho rSst of thoS . ?ho att-
tudo of thoso I:(IdS is rotty much samo of th)e avoreggo American

who lives In tho Mid-v/ost and East S 1uioncan
ffiTOct thQ SS?G 1in?S, four girls wor workinG v/ith 6 othor
talked to thn”~Vh®1030 niSC1 giPIS workod b3¥ thoirsolVGS and no ono
A davs nAr/A?72  1,0-P10 r 4SS IGFt tO tlIQi~clvGS. About
n f 61rlS WaB In thQ rcst and anoth3r woman
1? h als suddonly sh asked til nisei, "why donft you go
ba to ylic) you om Ffrom?” Siio answered, “why, T would if I could
od that Q fnhantv othor lady was surprised v/lion sho loarn-
t th1? ni”0l ~ad-boon born in country and had novor boon back
-0 N ath”~td+haS an,A?orioan citizen. _ Joll, _aftor that tho v/ord got
; a theso giris woro good ~orican oitizons and then tho
w Kk I began talking with th « WIiGn on of tHQ S
NMowaNi“h”~hO !fomon S t togothor and gavo hor a prosont. That”s
t th- understand and

fu~r HaGr \ 2

- 2ortr f°'whecP ©Ch Unt™ .is IG- kn Wht US- ~ ~rkanft”™ o south
cr 0O and tobacco, — thQ attit f
r um?®° ar 1 r d- Oould you

§J3%FfF bS *nL ° 1 A
In™ if n gro and th other races* All othor n o
'/hitef f bla k 1S considorod whito, if you aro not a nogro you ara

anftoll her tro Il



Tho™ crops that is tho kind of agriculturo is not so diffcront
rrom that in tho north, being raised in tho North and having lived in

) utii can_see tho diffcronco but th sard kind of crops can bo
raisoa. In tho South you oan have a sooond crop v/hich is advantagese

foci the South a little later will b a vory ideal place to relocate
But put this down, in tho South, no tTapanoso has ovor boon
considorod a colorod raoo# far as tho color lino is conoorncd it*s

just Dotwcon tho nogro and all tho rost is considorod white.

Kanaya: They have soino Japanoso farraors in Georgia or the

‘uolinas ¢ not certain but I Was_talking to a boy who wrs raising
Sorcl)/qozvfhat tho sarlQ crops as wo did in 3oc.ttlo and "vlr.shington and
Sakoda; | think the rosidonts x/ould liko to knov/ at this

tlmo, and it v/ould be very timely if you could explain hovw/ theg oovld
oo draft doforrablo.

. F1~ 0105 1 ™ sorry ¥ n enskod that guestion for | v/ould liko
to tnink that tho nisoi in this contor will bo v/illing to do thoir

duty as any othor AEiorican# Tho scloctivo sorvico h-.G inoludod
ho -Japanoso of America™duo to tho succossfulnoss of tho oombat

nr.pnho I(Z))trhag'% g\%'sf\?v%npomaﬁstH%tFO tho locnl bocird rnd so tlint question
Mr, Chikata: Dre Y/obber 9 tho rosidonts aro ignorant
of tiiG c~nditinns of tiliQ various citios, 1 wondGr if you could .
p.ro uhora v/ith tho Ir.rgor tTapanoso oitios end then” tho issois
v/ould have moro of an idea. In that wry they v/ould. kn ¥ which city

would bo moro* suitable <

Dr. ~V/obbor? Yos, wg*11 try to do that. Those (;ELICtureS wg
aavo 3hy give you a bettor idor.e_ sorry that Mr, Hum
couldr<*<t horo to givo you a picture of Now York*

Mr Bqggsoiu 1T you havo no further quostions tho tGom wi3l hav
cc go to anothior radOtirg so wofll havo to cidjauriic

Tho mooting Wis adjournode



taNtttei - [ nin
Hunt, &
Ié%olocEation Planning Commission

yobruary 23,1944 — 2 V.u.

charge 0? the moo?ing. f #n chairman»& ”~ Bocso” ~hii to6k

and approvedIinUt S f thQ provious mooti~g wore road by tho moiubcrs

A orA m2u A nJHas me? N sutomu Fukuyam?o agﬂdsooondod_ b%/ ?rank

vV _, - ! 3
ICavahara, that tho mootmes begin on 30llcdu a sot time should

AANQ Ol*th +i Sing Of th m tings if durinS that

+h 3 SN ann t transaotod mootings should bo prolongod or
ananimoisir ~riolL ntnU d ~ n Xt m Gtin® Tho moti 1™Mw”s
r- } wor°r  wo arc getting tho information about
t° PN°PIG* | still don”™ believe tho majority of
A . . .
Litatmits RV R0 YA §33sPnotolddUE AT Wttoy§aNB J'si4gy  out on
T. r-y-T.1™ Jnh+ L GXplI™ nGd tha5 Ilr, Bo°son was planning block mootings
tic roi ~ tion % S ° sp ially tho issois and to discuss
Miss Amorinan: | wondor what tho roaction of tho rosidonts

would bo, Wuldnft they fool that they woro boing pushed out?

inSS
ro

S A1 <o . . .
(I)é%’i\lé) ana they do n(%%sha\r/nth]d Wogl[dslbo to givo infomation to tho

10°C

4 T~°4.ui,?i1 . Nfeion of tilG r 1° atic™i team v/as disoussod. fc. Ishii
votings for tho relocation tgam was very woll
~t-t ndGd, and it was thaught that oaoh time more than 6 0 people
ittondod “~ho lobturos, and movies prosontod by L3r, Fistere aa4
1 'obDopj and. thought tho visit of tho relocation team was a

Naycii . ) whGn . GaPP and Mr. GuetliGr were
Q0tings m cur soction those mootings v/orc not vory

They did not bring picturos but those pooplo v/ho
-ubi"MUvdwhnni?CMIN£S fOund”it VGry intorosting, |1 think rporo

I w303Jd have.boon mad for those people so till poop
~Nalc. Qu,ond the mootings, also at those nlLootings thoy did not have

NT s o ¢ 3lIGd on som body at tho last minut to interDrol;
Ishii; 1 think ocioii block laas soinoonG who ccin do thate
,.,olr ™ r .Kana™ : k? ow tho plan Mr. Booson has for such
Vh v nf b hondlGd VCI*y carefully. T ooplo. ma
they arc putting prossuro on rolpoation gnd vplellpnetp ?ikoXthat.
tuojcss of such mootings will dopond bn how it is handled,

- vernmont has g policy for tho rolooation program* Boforo tho

Jvnlr IhQ«t p>M+2 S 1 G mist?kos in til0O relocation program but ntm thoy

.ovLn~™f th +pla?» ~ Aojs N~ N tho pooplo f tho contor. The
xa,not.SQing-to foroo any ono out. At tho mootings Mr.

" osoN to %ivo out those mimoographed shoots to ovoryono

ao r.ttonds -ciio block mooting* ~NOA



Milildoka Project

Pago 2
ilcv. Torakawa: Mr. Isilii, tliosQ forms 3Yl ge'vo us lest ye r to
oaoh family fill out, how f*r did vo go on th-.t.

Mi% Isliii: That is finished Miss Htighos, tho high school

toaohor 110lpod us v/ith it end sho coverod 10 or IS blocks during
harvost y;cation,

Mr. Kanayas hGnrd that during Dre Smith s tcilk, this may bo

just a rumor G au3G I liGnrd it from anotiiGr porson who licMd Dr.
mith, ho montionod somothing about this oentor being closed soon”
That is this oontor and Manzr'.nr.r v/ould "o closed*

Mr Ishii: | haven*t hoard anytiiing about it but I will ask
Me-, Bog Son about it. .

Tlio mooting was adjourned.



MEETING OF mOCiil'lOIM COMMISSION

July 13,1944 Relocation Library

2:30 p.m.

kinidoka Project
Hunt, Idaho

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Richard KdJi .y .} ChctirriKjt,
ivith the folloi®ing order of attend”aioe: G. , Rev. 1. l'eruk
L. Kakata, fiich~rd Kanf..ya9 J"ies bil:od£i, J. G. Beeson, *rura Wakax"ura,-

t>. Haru,

Kanaya:

jbesson:

Kanaya:

Sakeda:

iit.rry ilatate, Mrs Yone iu?ai; and K Ishii.

We do not have any idea as to what to discuss today as we have
not had any meetings since April 2. Therefore, we should get
some insight as to relocation, ivir. Beeson, will you sy < few
words about relocation in the Ict3t few MAilthe.

Ve have llad responsibility of infcervievliing and gathering irilor-
Iation from all tlie residents of tlie project. Me got over the
first coverage of that.now. ihe response to tii&t program was
very outstriding and rein rkiab e. Assistance by the B ocic Vi&na—
gers was coimnendable. kost of the month oi May, June, and the
first Yeek of July was spent on this. It was figured that aoout
9(] of the people responded. This shov/s that most people are
wli ing to ciiscusa mbheir problems, iNow tii*rt this first cover-
age of interviewing is out of tile have soiiie very definite
fol ow-ir p work tiiat r.iust be done in connection with that pro-
grE n. a number of faxai ies signified tliat they would ike to
leave the project, if satisfactory ;vork can be founa. ..rhereror
this is the first respoiisibi ity of my division to ticcoiuplish
Others said they would leave the project .after certain business
or family problems .re solved. The biggest group said ttuit it
was their intention to remain on the center so long as the
evacuc ted cirea continued to be unaer exclusion. However, X w3
pleased to find thut there ivere so liujiy people ready to relocate.

Vie found a lot of other needs and Me expect to sumnm rize those
needs so WRx can meet them. e found that we had peojie wi1O0
have |jhysical defects that need attention that we had no records
of before. We found outstanding qualifications that we did. not
know of before. Al in ail \je found many conditions tliut wou d
have to be met before people ccji leave. Ten per cent did not
have tlie chance, but w ill get the opportunity to discuss their
problems. We are not going to report anyone who failed to res-
pond but we hope to find situations for those people who showed
immediate readiness to go. Coimnunity Management k s a big
responsibility as long £is people expect to remain here on the
project. We .will have to \ork rjretty fast.. Since the IL.st meet-
ing T- have had considerable time to muke observations, ejad \ie
ht.ve he. rd. said that relocation is not popular on this project.
People unaerstand that relocation is “oluntuT” and omr raspon”
sibi ity is to get tho infomation out to tlie project ana iceep
them curr3lll y infoimed, because ve are iso &tecU People v.ho
assume positions ot leadership Liust kee®. the residents in con-
tcCt with the Olt&ide world, because a peciy e ivill esta_ b ibh
relocation soiuetime or the other. Infoiraatiuii must be jjre S8itea
for the welfare of our nito3bors and others just as sincoreiy
for people wiio expect to reside here as those who expect to etrve.

Because Te carxnot do anything t.ithout joint particijjation of the
people as u whole, Helocation PlcJining Coiumission shoula bo unaer
the Cuiijaunity Council.

Th”re is cormuittoe of six divisions like health, food, etc.
under tho CoimiiLmity Counci. As we al know this Relociitioxi
Prograiu. ia very imjortdnt, but should the Relocation Piciiming
Commission bo an independent pro”ruu? rsut in order to get in
touch vilth tho residents.it is Liuch easiur to-get facts to the
Coriiinuiiity Council. That is the primary reason why this Reloca-
tic/ii P anning Coimaission should be division undoxl tho Corjiunity
Council the saifio as othors. Thus, fiolocation Planning C”mriiission
is difforont fr m othors because the Relocation Prograia is not in
the favor of many, and only a rainority of the people hero aro in



jBeeson;

Buoson:

S koda

Bo'wSon:

K-Jiuy”.:

favor of relocation. Th”rufore, in ordor to got ruore response

and jjarticipatioii froiu residents and. adruinistrativ,n | havo a
fooling that it might be batter t jjut the fiel c<ution Plejining
CoKimission as one of those under "the Gcjomunity Guunci . | am

guite certain that cortain members frora tho PlcJininB Corruiiiesion
?/ould be tr nsf -rroa to the new committee thereby aiding to gut
More results. |If they concontreitua their onurgy uii relocation,
refilaents would not suspect anything, because it would bo part of
the C Lu.iuriity Council. Of course, wo were elected by kr. Staf-
ford last year about June 26. At that timo the Holocation
Guidance Council was ostablisliea, but v/io haa no CoMaunity Coun-
ci . Thorefore, it was 0. K. as it was. Of course, v;o could
carry on Relocation Planning without aid of tha CoMaunity Council
but that v/ould bo pressing into a harder prodicament. Wk have
not done very much relocation planning work for the siL'*lc roa-
sun that people were afraid, to go to tho meetings and v“ere scurud
to talk. X think that as long, as this group stends as a sejjlLrcito
group, fEk;r will han”.

Washington favers & setu under the Coimaunity Council because
they feel tii t til Ccmruunity Counci is rcresuntotivo of tlie
jjeoxlo. At the timt- xh n tliG Conamnit;/ Counci formed, |
went over us 1110roughly s i CwU a cMxjut uilidei us to what
was gooa yrogread bna toia. thum how we. kouj-u be oporuting.
The Planning Coitaissi®n then t siccd. tiieru to “ssuiae thoir o ff'i-
cici ccnnoction »vith it. i'hwy s ,ia they “ciLJLaond “pointua
ropresG.ntative to tile Conuuission iflocting for the ¥Uiv se ol
.cq.Uc.intua and the Goiniuission Wc.s i bcoiriiiendod. Tho
pregrtuu at that time Kc.s th~t they ;«ouia “ssuiao tm o fficitil
position. A iid s rdpiicoments m'ure tu bo niaau by tn CuiiuuUiiity

Gounci ,170 did not tee tii t ~ i"siaents sii u a
y be aropped and a grou™ De cc”ointtci. We
thought thut ..eould be tc rvu h, h?aci in®; it tii.t t y na
thought ve shoula it continue a short tilae .s turn ovur
he s QoGii q_uit - ar thu Gml £&in Wu a De crvintwCii
by tiie Cuiuiiauii'fcy CGuncii. rhuii r about tlia tim v n |
wes in Ciiic A, joint Artic ii.«.,tin \wa di&cu&s a. Juiut
fa.Circ tlolx QG S Hot tiliat tllo CHy puC, G «u ..I* iixGP—
0£fad o2C rc-UjvXo VIO oXw i et VXX ot 2L Vo DS
to Do h”ru is s ti AN yi-ob diu f r _Reluciitiaa t
CoiiiiiAsLion to consiaer <lla t tioJi soiiiuthing fur. R octiti 1
mouiis Jinirig for th” future-. i'‘lie .best tiling fur giao
f i“i iwS -.vcuiu "be to r m”in on tiiw “roj*ct una lor to
N0 out. fherci' r the* .0 <a our r sponsiDi ity
The t is tho Vit I 1001 about it. I ugr tlk.t h - Goiiaaisbion
tihoulu bo conn Gtua ,ith thu Coiiauunity Gouncii. J?hat uo”s not
eij n tli<..t (jvl-ryb ay bhou u b in favoi £ re ocafciiitj. x*ut
shcula xviaw about relocation. It hcs boon fugfa st d
to mu frcdiixly. by rubiuonts to it p r. oe&tion iroiu
the Gonauunity Council on thu ground so mNJiy \,urc 0" Oaua

to rjlocation.

a G~”c.ruto gnolip would bo a t r® t uad. eruLcto unt*gonism Ljid
suspicion.

The Coiniiiunity Council is int*rostod in ev ry problom. Thwr -
foro, they should bo sitting in on this prob uw same us
every othar problem. It isn't th~t of for or against roloc tiuii
but til it of thu futuro oi th® p”oplu.

hh~ALt ne.s those jj u”lo*s c”hguinst the coiiiiaitt j boing
unaGr tiie C”inminity Council?

On y th t f opposition by mny. 1 v.uuid liko to lacucu this
&ione X i/oiilu. liict! tv/ Stu tiiis - joirit
coRuuittxke. X a “ent to sec th-» fi*rlocation P taming Guiuissi n
de ke tliis  Mixc”c..iic« 1 Cci*tin xs d s JXuijl&

Araiu ciia jjursoiic.lly I n td . groujj such this.

If tlhi' uc tiun fltjniirig UWiiiulsaicJi is (iiivct y under thu
CoiPuiiunity Council , thoy “oula wuit to olcct thoir own luuiab”rs.

Thut would be 0. K.



Ken. TJiuy Yjcjit v,11 moraDors, c.buut six or s v>>n out of th Blocic
Gclii.ii&sion ps-e

LUK dlvl Sh-.1+ 1. nigee a luotiun the.t this ue disbunaud “nd st-.rt

“ ov *<id sk theiu to get nw, ono? rJuc is t u”sir -
biiity of nut leaving *iiy tr*co at 0.1 of* the old coiiimittou.

Ihifc IlUuo Reloc .tioii PIL.nnin* Con'ituissioii rajy not be i“untod.
*TIiy n.y 7 jit? scMutliiiis iiic Futurti Plcjining. Xt would bo
©...isi*r for thorn to v;ork out tho problonu

Kuncyar SiiQiild this txist cs it is or be 0w gig?

Beeson: *Phis cuirmiittee k.s done ¢ s”.oli job. | would like to so” tho
group unaorwritu® the now groujj. They “re l/zillin® tu a
group pointed by the Goimaunity Council. You follows should
be willing to say your piece in connection x/ith thc,t. | should
be notified tha fielocdtiun ijlcjniing Coiiruissi n \*,;s dis-
b. ndad.

tutatoi Under the present setup, thoy should chooso their own coiiiuitteo
--Goinramiity Guneil end BlocK; C missioners wiio should oe r”jjre-

sontin®, the people. | find n other thet we c”n “rocu”a Vvith

this Relocation I-lc .nning Goiimiission.

Hru: It is better to disband this, ky opinion is liivo thc.t of Mr.
It is easier to reL.ch the residents through the Com-

munity Counci

KuriLiya: OnOw in ~ while virhen thoy havo mootings ivith tho OGiiuuuiiity
Gvuncilj thuy could, bring u’yj eomo issuu. rhu Blqgck; ktiiic.g”rs
cMula get to tlie residciiits. if clu not gGt coopGntion from
tn  Goiffiliunity Council and Block Managers, It i8 I i*.sto of time.

-Bd soni X that; comp ete progp”?ju of joint p rticip tion must bu
connoettid.

S.Jv da: First disband this coimuittoo tJia sona ¢ momo cJd usk thoivi to

make the contacts.

Beeson: Would that ni*kti the R locution Progr,.iii O fficor rbS”onsiDlo
for asking tho Council to appoint tho nev* s*tup?

S;:_"kod:- we could wite a memo stating this.

K”~naya; The chances ure that the Goriiniunity Council wil+ select people
who are already connectBcted vrith relocation, because they w ill
imow more about it. If some former members were ajjjjointed, Ve

would not suffer so much from the loss, borne people who c-re
not interested but somebody who is very active ray be selected.

Hara: We should not recormaend anyone from this or~nitation.

Shiioda: ; ; i
: Would you iicoke a motion, Mr. Bara? You are tile olaest nejiauer
alia not connected to B ocic CoMuissioners

IJaicuiiura:  pome government ~ssistuace should be jjroviaea for receiving
evacuee property at the jj int of relocation. Many jjQo”le have
foperty stored in ev&cuf.ted ared nd sines they do not know
vhich cr .tes contain the iiiimediateiy neGeasary items, they must
send for the tvhole lot. As nost people ti,y in sw.ll upc,rt-
mentfa, b rio stort®e SjjcLce providea by the ”“overniii®*nt would be
of (“re&t help.

Beeson; Anything that would contribute to the convenience of the £ol -
Proferarri should Drought Ui in th&se raoetin”G.
H%ra: | luovo that tho present Relocation Jritinning Coniiuission bo dis-

oanded effective July 13, 1944, aid tho Coin“unity Gourxcil bo
to appoint a now cuiijaitteG.

Nakarnure.. | socond tho raotion.



Kcjiaya:
All:

Kanaya:

B wson:

Kui<. ya:

All in favor say aye.
Ayo.

Tho motion is ce.rriod uncjaimcusiy. A laoiuo shall bo sunt to
k r. sun stating that this group has been disbanded.

Tliose pictures of old. colonists--v/h.at Vc.luo do you think thoy
.ro actually?

It's good in that it givos iaea .s to ho.,, formur coloriats tre
getting dung.

“e r tryla to gut a ful budget of & fii family grou as
- as some single girl. The budget sii u d inc uae ev +y—
thiiig,, Up to nov. thoro li & "been nu one v;il ing to thuir
name- pub isiied but unless actual nuues ~ro given, jjoo”lu i/vill
not give mucli uttention to thu information.

HOver 40If puia”lilGtG w ill soon Du horu iii Japaiio&o lunguago.

think it v/ould bo v~ry good if wg could huve sumo judgets m
to publish on tho project.

The meeting adjourned ut 3:70



