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: stock and not only survive, but'survive .l.-eley apartment. She had recently been cel- 
with grace, because they learn how to see ebrating the Festival o f Dolls, so several 
behind image and facade to the truth o f an JJtab le  tops and shelves were alive with the 
issued ' s dozens,' perhaps hundreds, of

Yoshiko Uchida was bom in Alameda >■-. dolls and. folk carvings, some o f  them 
■ but grew Up in Berkeley, where she still ^ a n tiq u e , all o f  them charming. A sm all,. 
lives. A’writer from the age o f 10 , when SS  solemn-faced Yoshiko and her equally 
she recorded her first short stories In a  '  serious older sister gazed out from a pho- 
book made o f brown wrapping paper, she ^  tograph by Sidney Webb. Appropriately, 

“went to local schools and graduated with they are holding a book, • 
honors from the University of California Now in her late 60*s, Uchida is a slender 
at Berkeley with a  B. A. in English, phi- . woman with springing, pewter-colored 
losophy and history. - * , IV *  5 hair. Her air o f gentle self-possession is

*.• She did not graduate with her class, notable, and so is her speaking voice, 
however, but received her diploma in a ", low, soft, and full o f quiet conviction, the 
horse stall at the Tanforan race track in ;! voice ofone Who has something to say and 
San Bruno. The horse stall was her fam- . : knows how to say it. I realized later that 

' ily*s temporary residence, for this was i  she reminded me o f Rinko’s Aunt Waka, 
1942, and 120,000 United States citizens i f  who comes over from Japan to visit one 
o f Japanese ancestry had been ordered in- - summer and helps transform the family s 
temed “ for their own protection“  by the : life, thanks to her blend o f common sense 
federal government. Uchida and her fam- ; and v ision .^

. ily spent part o f the war years at an intern- 
ment camp in Utah, an experience that
was later distilled into two of her finest. M elanie Lawrence: How much of your
children’s books, Journey to  Topaz and „‘work is autobiographical? I notice that the 
Journey Home. pgaw jM  f ‘ ■ same themes reappear: the small, devoted
' After earning her master's degree in { n u c lea r family, the ambitious older 

{'education from Smith College," Uchida brother who wants to go to college, and 
taught elementary school, worked as a  the kind neighbor who’s always there for 

.secretary in New York City, and was lg torag  you. :

 ̂Children's Author Dragon'Memories |  
mof Her Berkeley. Chijwood andjg 

y f f i l l l r f e r o m e n t m p

"R inko, don’t ever be ashamed ofwhO  { 
you are. Just be the best personyou can. i 
Believe in your own worth. Ana someday { 
I know you ’ll be able to  fe e l proud o f your; ¿ 
self, even the part o f you that ’s  different '* 
. . .  the part th a t’s Japanese. ”  w : i

A J a r  o f D ream s i

Like all classics, memorable children’s ¡ 
fiction has both immediacy and staying ; 
power: whatever wisdoni it has to impart i 
speaks to the reader whether she’s 6 or 60 ; 
and whether the work itself is newly pub- i 
lished or decades — even centuries — old,, | 

One classic Bay Area writer, Ybshiko 5 
Uchida, has been writing for children for > 
more than 40 years, drawing on Japanese ] 
folktales, contemporary Japanese village :

BY MELANIE LAWRENCE ■
and urban life, and on her own East Bay 
childhood in a household where Japanese !? 
and American cultures met and blended, |! 
Adept as she is with all three genres, it’s 
her autobiographical work that stays with |  
you, detailed and deeply felt, strongly |  
moral without being preachy, avoiding - 
“ exoticism”  by its matter-of-fact tone, 
These days, parents can . find books for - 
their children covering every possible — f  
and formerly taboo — theme, such as di- £ 
vorce, teenage sexuality , racism, and %

'death. Uchida is one of the founders of 
, this Iiteration m ovem ent^in^hildren’s
■ literature, and moreoever; she was edu-1** 
eating children about civil and social in- ^

“ justice before it became fashionable. • ^ ' 
Ig  Uchida’s young heroines are basically 
£ healthy, grounded little girls, but some- 
t  times plagued by the self-doubt that comes | 
s  from being ^different.”  As ll-year-old 
; Rinko puts it in A Jar o f Dreams: ‘ ‘There 

are a few white girls in my class at school 
who make me feel that way too. They 
never call me ‘Ching Chong Chinaman’

!. or ‘Jap’ the Way some o f the boys do, but 
. they have others ways o f being mean. 

They talk to each other, but they talk over 
and around and right through me like 1 
was a pane o f glass. And that makes me 
feel like a big nothing. Some days I feel so 

ft left out, I hate my black hair and my Jap­
anese face. L hate having a name like 

,  Rinko Tsujimura that nobody can pro-
■ nounce or remember. And more than any- 

thing, I : wish 1 could just be like
.-everybody else.’?
S  r Fortunately for these girls, their nuclear 
^fam ilies are loving, their extended fami- 
,, lies equally close-knit. They embody the 

traditional Japanese virtues of hard work, 
. ’. ingenuity and respect for kin, but feel 
Y t strongly attached to the United States and 

to their role as citizens. Like Uchida her- 
4  self, her protagonists come-from tough

• awarded a Ford Foundation fellowship to ' 
travel in Japan., ffhere she studiedjw p oL gft
h e r pass ions .Japanesfe ’folktales'' an<v'*"
crafts. She has been writing profession- '

: ally since' 1949. ■'
\ Her first children’» novel was a seem- ! i
• ingly simple little ' book called New ■ . 
! Friends for Susan (“ seemingly”  because y J 
\ Uchida smuggles across a rather complex ; i

message of cultural diversity in this straight- 'Pp. 
[forward and gentle tale about an 8-year*.; 

■'.(old’s changing s c h o o ls )^ :
|  Since then, she has Written 28 ipore 44
• books for children: the nonfiction D esert 4$ 
! Exile: ¿The Uprooting”''o f  a Japanese
] Am erican Family; an adult novel. Picture >
! Bride; and dozens of articles about Jap -,44 

anese crafts and artists and about th e ^ f  
\ Japanese-American internment. Any bib- ,?; 

1 1  liography o f her work is difficult to read, i - 
I it is so annotated with awards and foreign - 
{editions, and some o f her manuscripts 
| have been collected by U.C., Berkeley’s 

Bancroft
|  Due to a  long illness, Uchida took a . 
: four-year hiatus from her craft and has v 
I only recently been able to write again. ;' 

^A pprop ria te ly , she was one o f the d is tin - || 
■i guished children’s authors asked to con-. . 
.1 tribute a story to E .P ., Dutton’s ¿1990 p
• \ anthology The Big Book fo r  Peace.
ijj Our interview took place on a  spring g  
1 morning in Uchida’s tranquil North BcA J 8j

‘ Yoshiko Uchida: Since our l i f e 's  e x -

book. But the only 
factually on my family’s experience was 
U ouptey to  Topaz, about the uprooting, 
¿because that was something that I wanted 
{children to know about. ' .

The reason I made it fiction based on 
|m y family was that actually I had an older 
f sister, not an older brother. But in order to 
!te)l the story o f the 442nd Battalion and 
Ithe young men who volunteered for the 
f army from 'cam ps *- which was really 
* quite a remarkable thing for them to do —- 
I j  introduced a brother instead of my 
^ s i s t e r . ' 4 j.. W 
L The hice pari o f working with fiction is 
 ̂that you can emphasize certain things that 
{wouldn’t be totally true. 1 did have friends 
I  who were good neighbors, but I didn’t 
.^necessarily have that specific woman who 
■appears in Journey to  Topaz. I guess most 
writers do draw on people that they’ve 

. ,known and form composites to create an 
^interesting character. >' 
f  The Rinko trilogy, my most recent 
{books about a young Berkeley Japanese- 
Y American child growing up in the Depres­

sion, is not at all autobiographical, in the 
.-sense that my parents didn’t have a laun­

dry o r a store, and my parents* friends 
were not exactly as 1 write about them.

one'that was based

New Friends for Susan. Illustra­
tions by Henry Sugimoto; Charles 
Scribner's, 1951. An earthquake 
has damaged 8-year-old Susan's 
Berkeley grammar school, and 
she must go to another one. Some 
typical Uchida themes (cultural di­
versity and the positive value of 
the unknown and unexpected) 
are at work here in this gentle 
story for younger children, 

Rokubei and the 1000 Rice 
Bowls. Illustrations by Kazue Ml- 
zumura; Scribner's, 1962. A

quietly humorous and charming 
i  study of old Japan and a poor rice 
. farmer who becomes a distin­
guished potter. 4 

p  Sumi's Prize (1964); Suml's Spe- 
f dal Happening (1966); Suml and 
' the Goat and the Tokyo Express 
f  (1969). Illustrations by Kazue Mi- 
rzum ura; Scribner's. The resource- 
f  ful, warm-hearted Sumi learns les- 

sons about ambition, courage, 
I generosity and community spirit 
{4 in a series of picture books for 
;  children ages 6 to 1 0 . •  J  ,

Hisako's Mysteries. Illustratloni - 
by Susan Bennett; Scribner’s, 1969. ; 
Thirteen-year-old Hisako is one of 
Uchida's contemporary Japanese 
heroines. Restless under the low 
ing but staid protection of her 
grandparents, she longs to se e ­
the world — and to solve the mys­
tery of her parentage 

. Journey to Topaz .Illustration^ 
by Donald Carrick; Scribner’s 
1971; Creative Arts Book Co. trade 
paperback edition, 1985. Journey 
Home. Illustrations b y ' Charles

Robinson; Atheneum/Margaret K. 
McElderry Books, 1978. These 
lovely, *. award-winning books 
chronide the Internment — and 
emotional survival — of 11-year- 
old Yuki and her family during 
and after World War II. < - 

It Samurai of Gold Hill. Illustra- 
tions by A tl Forberg; Scribner's, 

f l972; Creative Arts Book Co. 
trade paperback edition, 1985. In 
"1869, Koichi and his samurai fa­
ther Immigrate from Japan to 

‘ become farmers in California's
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But I did draw on my own feelings as a 
child, some of the feelings of rejection ■ 
and the sense o f family . W i had such a 
very warm, caring family that I felt I was “ 
very fortunate, and I wanted to evoke in 
these books a sense of caring; a sense of ; 
purpose and affirmation o f life,'and the 
strength that I felt in a lot o f first-genera*- 
tion Japanese and that I learned from my : ; 
parents.' f  II p  £ ?-?“ i- t *  it  I ’jgB 

ML: What struck me the most about the ; 
books was the closeness of the family, and 
also the sense; you 'convey of your 5 
heroine’s wanting to fit in and yet wanting ? 
to be herself and be proud o f what she 
came from. ¡SSHp

YU: Well, when I was growing up in- 
the thirties, it was very difficult for me to 
have a sense of self-worth. In those days, ' 
we were trying so hard to be assimilated 
into mainstream society and into white 
American society,-which we thought was , 
the best kind.'- i  f '!"  ’

We were trying so hard to be American ' 
that we were rejecting our Japaneseness, ; 
and we weren’t able to feel proud of our- ; 
selves as Japanese. And that stems p r i - , 
marily from society's attitudes toward usja 
there was a great deal of discrimination in. ; 
California which was based on 100 years - 
of racism, racism that was legitimized by ' 
laws that were anti-Asian/ There were 
certain restaurants;or. hotels or stores . 
where we just knew we weren’t welcome, . 
so we would avoid going to places like 
that. : : §KI$||j|p jp p  

When you grow up in a society like that, 
you feel safe and secure when you’re with . 
your family , but you do grow up with very - 
low self-esteem; I write about this in my • 
new memoir, which is going to be out this 
fall, called The Invisible Thread. ; p S p H  

It wasn’t until after the whole wartime^ 
trauma, and my going to Japan and seeing 
where my roots were that I finally bios- : 
somed out. So it took me longer than the 
child in my books to achieve my sense of 
self-worth, jp

ML: So when you started writing, “jt 
was with the conscious idea of explaining 

, the Japanese-American experience to Angioma 
, American ch iid re rt?? '^^ ’1 ^ ^ ^ ^ i r | f ^  

YU: Well, that came a little bit lateral 
was writing when I was 10 years old, but 
those were not Japanese-American stories'* 
at, all. In those days there .were not anyj 
books written by or about Asians, so I had ; 
no role models. I used to write about chip- * 
munks and squirrels and little .white girls 
named Mary Jane! | |  ̂

When I first became interested in really l 
becoming a writer, I rewrote Japanese 
folktales, which I had heard from my 
mother as a child.; Their universality was 
so appealing to me, and I wanted to share ; 
these stories with American children. I 
felt that if they could get to know Japanese\ 
people through stories, then maybe even-, 
tually they would learn to share ideas as 
adults.’ 1

In those days; we were not even famil-.< 
iar with the word “ ethnic." Whenever 
they had units in schools to study Japan, i t ; 
was ‘‘Japan the foreign country,”  with, 
parasols and dolls festivals and so forth. 

ML: And cherry blossoms. ’ ‘ '
\  (J: Yes. I wanted to try to dispel those - 

stereotypic notions: I spent two years in 
Japan looking for material for folktales. I 
lived in a Japanese home and I got to know . 
how the Japanese lived, and then I wrote 
several books about children in Japan.^&i 

h  11 I  I  .CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mother Lode country. A coming-: 
of-age novel based on the true 
story of the Wakamatsu Colony of 
Gold H ill, who were among the 
first Japanese settlers in California.

The Birthday Visitor, illustrations 
by Charles Robinson; Scribner's,
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v My hope then was to write about them t, 
just as human beings, so that American • 
children could relate to the children of 
Japan just as another child with the same 
kinds o f feelings and hopes and fears, i  v 

'■ Then, as the third-generation Japanese ! 
grew up, thè whole climate of the world l' 
began to change, and the minority groups v 

- Were beginning to want to have a sense of § 
self-identity. These Sansei wanted to know J  
about their own history and to have them- ; 
selves defined^ I felt, by an Asian-Amer-i 
ican who knew what they were all about. 

m That was when I began consciously ? 
' writing about the Japanese-American ex- 
perience in California. I started with Sam- t  

; urai o f Gold Hill, which is the story of the 
first settlers from Japan. Then 1 did my - 

; Journey books," and that was because 17 
I wanted third-generation Japanese to know ‘ 

about their past. I think young people " 
need to have a sense o f kinship with the 
past and a sense of continuity with it. I 
needed to share my cultural memory and ¡j 

: my historic memory with them, but also f t  
* wanted them to feel à great deal o f self-!; 
I pride by getting to know what their par-' 

ents and their grandparents were like.
H I thought that the wartime experience, j 
especially, was such a terrible thing f o r | 

«Japanese-Americans to go through. A nd! 
. still, in spite of the terrible trauma and in- '? 
justice of the event, the first-generation ?: 
Japanese, my parents’ generation, sur-; 
vived with such dignity,' They didn’t lose’ 
the essence of themselves.

V There were some people who were |  
/broken by the event, naturally, but the 
I  Japanese Issei that I was familiar with sur­

vived with so much grace. They didn’t in-*! 
« still a' bitterness in us, their children, ! 
•'which would have really destroyed us; ! 
" They helped us to get on with our, lives. I 
wanted the third generation to hear about! 

p this and to realize that it was really à tri- i 
umph of the human spirit. v
. ML: Of course, I’ve wondered, as all of

your leaders must have, how on earth one f, 
did avoid bitterness. uOBb ^  l 

1  YU: I think you have to remember that !? 
the world was such a different place then. ^ 
It was before Martin Luther King, it was % 
before Vietnam. I think any sensé of want-1 
ing to confront the government and say I  

¡ “ you’re wrong”  was just totally, nonexis-5 
• tent.- We were brought up to be, good « 
/ citizens, to be good Americans.. >  - \
% The first-generation Japanese respected f  
authority, and if the government told you|{ 

¿that this was what you must do, then to be * 
good citizens, that’s what you did. The |  

/ climate of the times w as such that there ? 
would have been no support from the pub-1 

Tic if we had rebelled or resisted in any |  
« way . We might even have been shot, be-1 
.cause it was wartime and it was a popular |  
w ar.; Wartime hysteria! was so strong. g  I  
p  You got the sense o f it with the hate I 
. against Sadam Hussein. Arab-Americans? 

face the same situation, only if was a lot 
worse then, because-people weren’t so / 
aware o f civil ' r i g h t s 4 ^ ^ | ^ ^ ^ ^ ^  

: ; Besides, they told us that it was a mili-1 
. tary necessity. But since the war and since f 
we’ve had accèss to all the governmentÏ 

zi papers, w e ’ve realized; what a terrible f 
.betrayal it was by the govemmènt.*TheyI 
5 knew very’ well it was not a military |  
{ necessity., We learned that, , in fact, the % 
president had received a report saying that i 

« the Japanese-Americans Were totally loyal |  
to the United States and posed no threat at ' 
aii. jg g j jp g p i
: It was such- a terrible betayal, not only |  

,of the Japanese-Americans,| but of all j  
¡Americans) because they(betrayed every- ;

thing that this country?stood for, all ou t) 
«-dem ocratiç;ideals.;- ; : | { i # ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ » | ^ ! - l  
I  I get much more angry7 now than 1 w as . 
I then, because we were all so naive thenHS 
i f  MLi What do you think o f Berkeley i 
! now, compared to when you were grow-*’ 
>;ing up here? 'i f  ^
§  YU: O h /i t’s a different place! It’was J 
such a nice, peaceful,"fquiet little .¿town 

{when I Was growing V :-|
p  I’ve lived in Philadelphia; Northhamp- ' 
!. ton, Massachusetts; and New York, but I

■ ^ S c L m f x L E  %  ,

■ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 1 ' ^
in 1930s Berkeley, Uchida's trilogy 
about young Rinko Tsujimura deals 
w ith the prejudice faced by 
Japanese-Americans and the way 
Rinko's ambitious, close-knit fam­
ily overcomes such barriers and 

‘ realize their dreams. * 
v Picture Bride. Northland Press, 

i 1987; Sim on-Schuster/Fireside 
-V Books edition, 1988. Uchida's one 

adult novel is also suitable for ma­
ture yoiing people. Her tribute to 
the courage of first-generation 
Japanese-American women, Pic­
ture Bride is about Hana Omiya, 

I  who leaves Japan in the early part 
of the century to marry a man she' 

I  has never met. ■
{/ " L e t te r  from a Concentration 

Cam p," The Big Book for Peace.

Illustration by A llen Say; E.P . Dut*' 
ton, 1990, It's 1942/ and young 

? Jimbo Kurasaki is writing a le tte r! 
to his Caucasian'friend "on the 
outside," expressing the pain and 
frustration of being { uprooted 

/from his

! Works in Progress H B B8H 
In My Own Words series auto­

biography, Silver' Burdett Press/ 
Julian Messner, to be published 
fall 1991. f M

The Silver Bracelet, a picture 
book based on a short ¡ story 
Uchida wrote 15 years ago that, 
originally appeared in the Scrib­
ner Anthology fo r Young People 

Adaptation of a Japanese fo lk­
tale (title not available), Athene- 
um/Margaret K. McElderry Books, 
publication date unknown.

? i t ?■ ? - —Melanie Lawrence
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always felt happiest when I came back to |  
California.' If I ever go down toward Sttf-ffc 
art Street, I always drive by my old house.if 
My grammar school, Longfellow School^|| 
dedicated their library to me last year. H  

ML: So you grew up on Stuart Street? 
Around the . Berkeley.. Bowl or farther 
west? r H m mma |  * Hj |

YU: Farther west, just above Grove. 
Most Japanese lived below Grove Street. " 
I don’t know how we managed to get four : 
houses up. We were just renting, because : 
there was an unspoken real estate code 
that houses were not to be rented or sold  ̂
to Asians above certain streets.

ML: Do you have any advice for par-, 
ents , about |  dealing ¿w ith  prejudice,; 
whether it’s prejudice directed against ^  
their children or against.their children’s  m 
friends? I * < ~ ^ ■ |  V |j  j 

YU: I think parents have to say what’s ®j 
in their hearts. The important thing is to ^  
live it, to live the life you want your chil- P  
dren to lead. I ’m a fine one to speak, not . 
having been a parent, but I think it’s easy 
to say one thing to children and expect 
them to do as you say, but then you might, 
be doing something else yourself. | p p | 9 [  

It seems to me that children learn most 
by observing what their parents actually J- 
do, not what they say .-So by the way you 
lead your own Jife, by the way you treat 
your neighbors, I think you reveal your 
own feelings, and that’s what children 

' pick up. It has to start from your own seUT: ̂  
you have to free yourself of prejudice..*^;

Since I ’m a writer, I. think providing '* 
children with the. fight kinds of books 
helps, too. p |  :

ML: I especially wanted to. know what, 
books you liked as a child. p H

YU: I used to. like Louisa May Alcott’s 
Little Men and Little Women. I used to like ■: 
mystery stories, too, There was a mystery 
writer, Augusta. Seaman, whose books I 
loved.. I used to go the South Berkeley, 
library and look for.all the little books that 
had stars on their spines,.which meant 
they were mysteries. I reread one of her. 
books recently and it held up very well, 11 

|  used to read Hugh Lofting’s Dr. Doolittle 
|  books, ' ,:

ML: And who do you read now? -4 
YU: I like Wallace Stegner. And a very 

poignant book by Tracy Kidder called« 
Among Schoolchildren. It’s so revealing 
of what teachers are up against these days.' 
I Right now I ’m trying to catch up on 
some of the new Asian-American writers;; 
who seem to be coming to the fore. I ’ve 
been reading Amy Tan and Maxine Hong 
Kingston, There is a new writer, Cynthia; 
Kadohata, who just did a first novel. It’s 
nice to see Asian writers coming up, but. 
unfortunately there aren’t many in the 

. children’s field.-H ';4*.?-v pg$
ML: Are you satisfied with the way The 

Big Book for Peace turned out? 4 figs 
I  YU: I thought they did a,yery nice job.  ̂
And the wonderful thing is, they’ve given, 
almost $300,000 now to five organiza- ; 
tioris supporting peace and environmental 
projects. It seems to have a life of its own;’; 
it’s being translated in some foreign coun­
tries. 4 H  i  '  V H i  ■' , “ • I  H
■ It’s a very good feeling to be able to do 
something concrete for peace. Because of 
my health problems and the kind of person; 
I am, I ’m not the sort of person who can

go out and march in the streets, but this is 
something I can do in a veiy small, quiet * 
way. We all have to speak in our own. 
ways.”!;.'- •/

T ML: Do you have any particular favor-, 
ites among your own books? q w  

. YU: That’s like asking a mother which 
is her favorite child! v!V  

I think Journey to Topaz is one of the 
, books. I was pleased about its outreach 
because it seems to have touched so many^

«■ people and taught children who may not 
. otherwise even have known about the up— 

rooting. f f  f  gpKgjj
But I’m also very fond of the whole 

Rinko trilogy bemuse 1 put a lot o f m yself 
1into Rinko, and it was something that hap? - 
: pened right here in Berkeley. I got very a t-  
;• tached to that family I created, and they ̂  
just seemed like real people.|$PPJp 

jjs>? If I get to the point where I have a little * ; 
; more energy, I was thinking of doing an- ! 
other about that family, focusing now on 
the younger brother. With the trilogy,::' 
I’ve sort of completed what I could say ?: 
about Rinko. She’s 13 in the last book, so ̂
I can’t go too much further with her. ¡,¿4 
» ML: Rinko falls in love, i .
V>YU: Rinko goes to college, <•. * -i P |j3 | 

P I  ML: I do get very tired of books for -
■ girls in which they always come of age by,
- falling in love, as if women did nothing •.
* else, as if they didn’t have intellectual and,
’ spiritual struggles. , i p  4 . , , - vhM  
; I like Sumi as well, she’s such a  re;,
- sourceful little girl.
i t  YU: Oh, the picture books? I’m glad 
't you found them, because they’re so old. -* 

But they’ve reappeared in a lot of schooL 
; readers. ) , 4

; M L: I liked the way she turned out f o r , . 
the kite-flying festival in her pants, and, 
sneakers. She’s a tough little thing.',
4 YU: Yeah, she was a nice character.'! 
think I tend to give my female characters 

f  the gumption and the toughness 1 lacked 
. as a child.. Although maybe it was there 

and I didn’t know it. ’ •■!&%
M L: I’ve heard that, you sometimes. 

k give'talks in schools,
. YU: Yes, I used to, I’d give a 20-minute 

I talk, and show them my little brown wrap- f 
ping paper book that I did when I was 10.,( 

i~. They loved to see that. After 1 gave my . 
H little talk, then I ’d ask if they had any 
; questions. That’s the part that’s fun. f^ jj| 

■ I miss doing that, but I just had to learn 
t to cut back on my life’s activities and not 

try to do everything. ,  ̂ -
■ ML: What sorts of questions did kids 

ask? I imagine it could have been upset-*:
: ting for them, hearing that something like 1
• the internment happened to children theif - 

age.
‘ . YU: They’re often surprised. One boy 

f  said: “ I didn’t know we had concentration 
camps. I thought that was just in places 
like Russia and Germany.” ,  • f  fe 

. : One question I always ask them is! - 
“ Why do you think I wrote those books?’} s 
And they’ll say, “ Totell about the camps,’? 
or “ To tell how you felt.”  And I sayjj 

f- “ Yes, but what else?”  . m i
- - '  And I just keep after them until finally 

someone usually says, “ You wrote those. 
: books so it won’t ever happen again.’’ 

And if no one is able to come up with that 
. answer, then I always make sure they un-
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With The Amazing Micro Diet, you ca 
slim and healthy body you deserve. Y( 
weight fast (14 pounds a month is typi< 
tasty selection of Micro Diet meals prc 
the nutrients your body needs. To lean 
this sensational1weight loss system tha 
the Jives p f millions, send for our FRE 
today! /t 30-day unconditional mone\ 
guarantee if  not completely satisfied.

•As seen on The A 
Micro Diet Show 
Cathy Lee Crosh\

Call an Amazing Micro Diet Advii 
Fnr vfxir no  obligation. FREE 16-pa



■AAi-yos-ys*), ext. VI». U  per minute.

Job Wanted

Credentiaied teacher enricb/tutor child 
S-F./No. San Mateo county this sum­
mer. Second thru sixth graders. Your 

OK. S20/hr. CaU Susan, 992- 
« W f.S ttd le n t references.

Ciane*
First Aid aad CPR for Hifast and tod­
dlers. Private classes taught is ' your 
home by certified instructor with 1 0 . 
years - experience. Reasonable rates. - 
Anna Griffin, 653-8573.- 

■ Support-discussion groups: mothers 
need support to do this difficult, wondcr- 
ful and important work. Groups for 
mothers o f infme* and/or young chil­
dren. Daytime and evening. Sheny Rein-' '  
bardt, RN, MPH, mother, 524-0821, it  
Parents’ support grottpa available.

. “ Wotting Mothers,”  Mothers of 1, 
Mothers o f 2 or 3. Six-week Respectful i  
Parenting Class available snmmi-r and 
Odl. Leah Statman, MSW, 525-5080. '

V Cooking: Once And for A l l i |
- Classes offered in planning and prepar-
- ing excellent meals in one day to last for - 
the entire month. Call 526-7541.

, The Family Cookery

Single Parents Group 
. A safe place to share the joys and frustra­

tions of raising children alone. Topics in­
clude but are not limited to: developing 

. effective coping strategies and improving
- self-esteem for both parents and rhii- .  

dren, loneliness, dating/ managing |  
shared custody, and child support con­
flicts. Group is geared for parents of 
young children. Jackie Beny, MFCC, 
465-0302.: • £gj ' 1 , ;  u  SSfcsS

and demonstrations. Lots of interaction 
and fun. Even a kid in a bubble! Exciting 
2-person bubble team. Jed & Tatiana,

■ (415)549-1183.... ,, .. .
M agical Enterprises

.has quality magical entertainment with 
music for all ages. Enlighten any occa­
sion with a little . . .  magic! Also balloon
animal«, ra il * |  % r -

415-459-7507 ' |
TWINKLES. Over 10+ years experi­
ence in family entertainment Clown for 
Red Skelton’s 77th birthday. Face paint,. 
magic, balloon sculpture, caricatures,' 
music and mime. Carla Winter, 937-5457.,

P HI The M agic Makers - - •„ 
Birthday party experts; All ages. Magic j 
shows include a magic rabbit or dove. Fea- 
lured artists in “ fecepainting” book, bal- 
loons, storytelling and puppetry too! 
Jesters, downs, magicians, Queen of ‘ 

" Hearts and Minnie Mouse characters. Fea- 
tured five for KQED, Sesame Street. Spe- 

|  cial Easter and Purim shows available.
Phone Naomi The Clown at 865-JEST ' 

• (5378). v M  |  1 | |  g  %  - ^  ",
Spy Phfly PSccadBy, silliest clown in'“ 
town, brings a delightful array of puppets, 
games, songs, face painting and much 
more to your child’s party! Reasonable 
rates! 525-8297. g g g ^ \  -  J - ’

• Undo* the Rainbow
Let us take you to a special world of en­
chanting storytelling and delightful songs 
— for all ages and occasions. Meet 
Chester, our forty, lovable character who 
enhances children’s parties. Facepainting t 
and bubbles available. Nancy: (415) 892-- 
6094..Claudia:(415) 892-6244_____

Kids St Teens Photos
Have those special portraits taken with ' 

' your party photos. Blade and white hand- '  
tinted or color. Great candid shots. Bar and 
Bat Mitzvah my specialty. Lorin, 540- 
5719. . £

able. (415) 228-3743.
Magic with Class

Magical mysteries o f LeRoy Good- 
enough and Lynn. Clowns, face paint­
ing, balloons, the complete show. Tots to 
adults, for all occasions.

439-8610 "-'"i :;
Precious the Clown > 

Delightfully entertains children under 6 /  
with puppets, games, sing-alongs, bal-' 
loon animals. Face painting is optional. ; 
Age appropriate. Excellent reference*. 
CaU Joan Shea. 283-3181. k  gj§ %,

i  Art & Soul!!!
Ait! Cooking! Movement and drama!

. Birthday parties, after school 
j Mommy and Me toddler to 2’t,  and pri­

vate group classes! These parties are 
unique, age appropriate and very active!-'' 

a Can Michelle, (415) 257-5247. QualK , 
. Red artist teacher. ■ , ...

' |  Ponies for Your Party 
;  Let us enchance your child's next special 

occasion with one of our beautiful; 
ponies. We come to you. Corporate in- |  

|  quiries welcome. For reservations or ia 4 f  
L formation please call: >••• ijS i-j?

Pony Express: (415) 938-1954 gf ;
’. ‘“ Animal Awareness”  birthday parties “
. with costumed party leaders from The 
San Francisco SPCA feature a visiting i  
animal, puppet shows and activities. SF, f  
upper Peninsula and East Bay. Proceeds 
.benefit the SF/SPCA’s Humana Educa­
tion program. H alf'off in July and 
August. Kathy -McAdams, (415) 554- 
3060. 5 j j j  . .
Pig parties. “ ‘Freckles’* the real, live • 
mini-pig (in costume!) plus “ Checkers,”

' the febulous down! Face painting, ani­
mal balloons, storytelling, pig songs, 
jokes, more! 254-8265. | |  'Sa /y  i S' 
Catering for kids! Delightful and im­
aginative catering and party planning for 
chUdren. Both vegetarian and non­
vegetarian. (415)547-6317.-=. j£St

mom. Unique and affordable. Kathleen, 
530-5580.

Baby Blessing Ceremony 
Welcome your baby. Take time with 
your family and friends to celebrate the 
birth of your child. Personal ceremony to 
fit your needs. Diana Morgan, MA, 415- - 
839-4003.. |
Thorough bousecteaning by trained, 
caring Central American woman. Low 
rates. References. Church sponsored. , 

. Call Manos, 534-8780. Also gardening,
; painting, janitorial and manual labor.
P P $p  Labor Support

and childbirth classes for first or second 
time around. Private classes, flexible 
times. Six years experience. Sliding .< 
scale. Patty Lipinska, 849-1082.
Baby nurse. Infant care specialist. Euro- 
pean training. Many years experience. ' 
Will go to your home and take complete ̂  
care of batty and mother. 24 hours servr 
¡cei References. 552-2521. - Jiffi*11' Mwp 

P  24 Hour Appliance Repair ~ 
All makes. All models, Free child safety 
inspection with service call. Bartons. 
License 38209. Fremont/Tri-Citie*.' ’ 
After 11KX) p.m. r  (415) 429-1337. Dis- * 
patch, call '  •  /  *

(415) 656-9708
$5.00 off 1st massage/ Soothe body and 
mind. Pre-/post-natai and stressed moms 
welcome. Katja Rivera-Hodel, certified., 
massage therapist, 8 yrs. exp. Gift cer-' 
tificate available. 528-3022. . i

Summer Riding Program ™  * 
June 29-Aug. 9. Two weeks of fun and 
experience for beginners and advanced. 
Ctil (415) 248-4947 for more info.'

-  English Riding Lessons 
Boarding and training. Hunters and 
jumpers. Ponies. (415)248-4947. .
20 years experience in building trades. 
Formica, ceramic tile, plumbing, elec­
tric. Complete home repair. Free esti- • 
mates. CaU Tim, (415) 528-9020. -

• a v m v m  -

Family retreat 1 Vi hours from San Fran­
cisco! Kids’ paradise of 40 forested 
acres. Hiking, wildlife, swimming. 2- 
story log cabin. Week or weekend. 
584-0704. - t  
M exico Thru a Child’s Eyes! 

We specialize in unique accommodations 
in the resorts of Mexico and Hawaii. 
From a romantic cabana on the beach to 
a grand villa with servants. And, aU the 
tips to make it the perfect family vaca­
tion! 7 nights including air from $339 pp. 
(415) 861-8478 or (707) 765-1000. v

L W a R t e l

Baby equipment. Quality. Safe for re­
sale. Cribs, strollers, car seats, changers, 
etc. No appointment needed. You get 50 
percent. CaU Toy Go Round, 527-1363, 

. lO a.m .-S p .m i#«  aM & T Ï;:
Diet of the 90’s. Wanted: 32 overweight 
people. Lose 10-20 lbs. in next 30 days. 
Seen on TV, Safe, natural. Doctor 
recommended. 100% guaranteed.. CaU: 
Maty, (415) 433-6820. |  .
The Children’s Emporium Beauty 
Pageants are seeking “Bay Area Beau­
ties.”  Fabulous awards, 14 kt gold rings, 
savings bonds, 5-foot trophies!! Boys/ 
girls 0-12 yrt.^“Picture Perfect" calen­
dar contest. (916) 989-5974 (Antioch). 
$100 Plus Free Baby Formula!
Babies with eczema who are on infant 
formula needed for, simple study. CaU 
921-5935 for details! ’-,! T  ' ¿1 O R  
Planning a  pregnancy? Join a nutrition 
study during pregnancy and breast­
feeding. Earn money, receive diet analy­
sis. CaU UCB Nutrition Dept, for infor­
mation: 642-6473 or 642-7389.É  > ti 
Researcher needs parents with 3 or 4- 
year-old only child for doctoral study. 
Confidential. Contact: Merry Thomas 
Byrne, RN, MA. (415) 584-5363.

¡ A u t h o r =
: CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
|  del-stand that was one o f the main reasons - 
{ I  had written the books.

And I tell them: “ It’s up to you people.' 
§ You’re going to be the grownups o f die 
= world pretty soon. I want you to cherish'“ 
I your freedom and know that it’s one of the 
; most precious things you have — and: 
I  know how easily you can lose it — and to 3

be very vigilant so that it doesn’t happen
|  again to any other group of people.’’w  ,

Melanie Lawrence is a Portland, Ore. jour­
nalist who reviews books for the San Francisco

Chronicle and has also written feature articles on 
stepfamilies, miscarriage, pregnancy and parent­
ing after infertility, and mothers’ support groups 
for Parents’ Frets. I

QONTRA QOSTA Q0UNTY{ f
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 25 

M artinet Library, 740 Court, 646-2989. Pajama 
Story Time, Tuesday, July 16, 7 p.m. Oakland A ‘s 
highlights video, Thursday, July 18, 3 p.m.

Moraga Library, 1500 St. Maty’s Rd., Moraga, 
376-6852. Toddler Time, Mondays, 10:15 a.ra.i 
Ages 2-3 with parent present. Oakland A ’s video. , 
program, Tuesday, July 23,1 p.m. Highlights of the- ■
1990season.*" .. ...... .

Orinda Library, 2 Irwin Way, 254-2184. Cele­
brate Peace Day, Thursday, July 25, 3 p.m. The

stoty of Sadako and the■ Thousand Paper Cranes; 
make a crane for peace.

Pinole Library, 2935 Ptnole'vaJIey Rd., 7 5 Ì  * 
2741. Toddler Tune, Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m. Ages 1-2 - 
with parent present. Video for ages 4-11, Thursday, 
July 18, 3 p.m.. The Mouse and the M o to r c y c le ■ 

San Ramon Library, 100 Montgomery St., 866- 
8467. Toddler Time, Session A, Mondays, 10:15. 
a.m.; Session B, Mondays, 11:15 a.m.; Session C ,’ 
Thursdays, 10:15 a.m. Ages 2V6-3V4. Family Story * 
Time, Thursdays, 7 p.m. Oakland A ’s baseball pro­
gram, Monday, July 8. 3 p.m! 1990 highlights 
video. Ranger Bob, Thursday, July 25, 3:30 p.m. 
Stories about the drought and wildlife of the area.

■

'  West Side Brandi Library, 135 Washington 
Ave., Pt. Richmond, 620-6567. Preschool Storytime, * 
ages 3-5, Thursdays, 10 a.m. Tuesdays, 11a.m.: July

2, Caterpillar Puppets; July 9 and 23/ arts and crafts; 
July 16, Fun Films; July 30, Tilden naturalist with 
animals. ■

l\IO. /\LAMEDA Q0UNTY i
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40 " -  !
July 17, 3:30 p.m. Terrific T-Shirts, Monday, July 

' 29, 3:30 p.m. Bring a T-shirt to decorate. J 
fe* West Berkeley lib rary , 1125 University Ave., 
644-6870. Bob Bales and the Oakland A 's movie, 
Tuesday, July 16, 1:30 p.m . Terrific T-Shirts, Tues­
day, July 30, 11 a.m. Bring a T-shirt to decorate.

South Brandi, 1901 Russell, 644-6860. Jimbo die 
Clown, Thursday, June 27, 3:30 p.m. Bob Bates and 
the Oakland A ‘s movie, Tuesday, July 16, 11 a.m. 
Terrific T-Shirts, Thursday, Aug. 1,3:30 p.m. Bring 
a T-shirt to decorate. ■
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Portland, Oregon 97214 
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July 19, 1991

Dear Yoshiko,

Thanks so much for the kind letter, Mhich cheered we in the midst of my 
transitional gloom. I’m glad you liked the article— 1 certainly enjoyed 
writing it, and it makes a nice addition to my portfolio. Parents* Press 
added the “Works in Progress** section. I thought it a good idea, but am 
not sure where “The Silver Bracelet** came from, as that adjective certainly 
did not appear in my manuscript!

Life here still feels very unsettled to me. We are both job hunting, an 
activity that is not exactly good for the ego. There is not a lot of 
publishing here, certainly nothing that pays decently, so 1 might end up in 
a public—sector job. I’m also trying to get in at Planned Parenthood, 
where the director of development needs an assistant. 1 work a bit at 
making friends and just started a small mothers* support group, but as 1 
grow older, I find urban life rather unsettling. Native Portlanders tend 
to stick to their old friends and families, so the people I weet are always 
from somewhere else. There seem to be plenty of people around who, like 
me, are looking for some sense of community, but it does take a real effort 
to break through my shell and seek them out. Interesting, isn’t it, how 
much more spontaneous friendships feel when one is younger? Being homesick 
for Berkeley doesn’t help.

Oh, well. We have found part-time child care for Margaret at a pleasant 
little nursery school where they treat the kids with some respect and 
imagination, so I’m finally getting some writing time again. It’s also a 
relief to know that she has some other kids to carouse with.

Enclosed is a clipping from Portland’s main alternative paper about a spot 
that I know will interest you. I’ve seen the memorial and it’s more 
beautiful than this piece would suggest. The stones were placed right by 
the river, and the whole area has a timeless, elegiac feel that is very 
moving. You would also probably enjoy the Japanese gardens, which are 
exquisite, and far less touristy than San Francisco’s, to the point that 
refreshments are not dispensed in the tea house to the public! The 
strolling pond is especially wonderful. CAt least Margaret thought so? we 
couldn’t drag her away from those beautiful little wooden walkways.)

Do let me know if you ever plan to be in this part of the Northwest. I 
hope the CFS is easing up and that life is treating you well.

Best regards,
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day in their indoor-outdoor pool, 
especially around the 1:30 pm feed­
ing time—the raw fish makes them 
crazy. The friendly keepers carefully 
give them special claw- and teeth- 
proof toys to toss back and forth. Get 
there early for the best spot—this 
sideshow really draws the crowd. •

Best Name for a Menu 
Item
For most of this past year, the unoffi­
cial leader in this category was a hol­
iday treat at Room for Dessert, 11705 
SW Pacific Highway. Proud of their 
“authentic” French pastries, the folks 
out Tigard way advertised a version 
of bûche de Noël, a traditional yule 
log made of Genoese sponge cake, 
b u tte r cream , alm ond paste and 
meringue mushrooms. Except that it 
came out “bouche de Noël”: “Christ­
mas mouth.” Pretty good, but when 
we found out about the menu at the 
Tea House, 6716 SE M ilwaukie 
Blvd., we had to give up faux-French 
dessert for an Oriental entree. We 
don’t know how much more we want 
to know about it, but among the 
attractions of Combination Dinner 
No. 1 is Fried Boy. •

Best New Memorial ►
The hands-dow n w inner is the 
Japanese Internment Camp Memo­
rial just no rth  of W est Burnside 
Street between Old Town and the 
river, a serene collection of 40 gran­
ite boulders arranged between North­
west Front Avenue and the riverside 
foo tpath . A pproaching from the 
north, one encounters bronze plaques 
bearing the official congressional 
apology of 1989 and Ronald Reagan’s 
letter describing the “sad history” the 
way America treated its citizens of 
Japanese descent during World War 
II. W alking from the south, one 
comes upon a bronze Bill of Rights. 
Between are 15 o ther stones in ­
scribed with poetic reflections on the 
internment experience: Sure, I go to 
school/Same as you./I’m an American, 
for exam ple, or, most moving, 
Through the car window/A glimpse of 
pines./Oregon mountains./My heart 
beats faster,/Returning home. But most 
eloquent of all is the simple marker 
at the western entrance to the memo­
rial’s curve of boulders, which lists 
only shame’s monikers, the names of 
the camps themselves: Gila, Grena' 
da, Heart Mountain, Jerome, Manza- 
nar, Minidoka, Poston, Rohwer, 
Topaz, Tule Lake. •

"I'm Jubilant!

A 4 y  SUCCCSS has given me 
confidence. I am making big 
changes in m y work and life.

Aerie hasmfective testing and support services. 
They uncovered my dormant abilities and talents.

Now I  am out o f teaching, pursuing my major 
interests and using my newfound aptitudes. M y new 

business is totally satisfying." — Fran Garrett

AERIE
CONSULTING

"...an eagle's nest. 
O u r clients soar."

Serving Oregon for Over a Decade

Call for a 
free brochure

PORTLAND 228-8365 i
EOCENE 345-9577 |

Best Reason to Stock up 
on Raid A
If your spouse comes home to you 
some evening and says, “Honey, I 
swear I just saw a 6-foot praying 
mantis on top of somebody’s garage,” 
don’t reach for the substance-abuse 
center phone number. Reach for the 
car keys and go see the artwork your­
self at Northeast 55th Avenue and 
Thompson Street. Ralph Welker, a 
set builder for Oregon Shakespeare

Festival Portland, created the giant 
creature out of steel, polystyrene 
foam and concrete and erected it on 
top of his garage a year and a half 
ago. The giant beetle about to be 
devoured by the mantis doubles as a 
b irdbath . A nd yes, birds do 
approach—at least a couple of crows 
have ventured onto  the m antis’s 
antennae. Down at the base of the

mantis are bits and pieces of a dozen 
other bugs.
After Welker put up the gruesome 
garage art, a few of his neighbors 
promptly started a petition drive to 
force him to take it down. The peti­
tion fizzled, and at least some of the 
locals grew to like the thing. Welk­
er’s neighbor to the north says it’s 
real easy to give directions to theirWIDMER

BREWING COMPANY

B i e r s  o f  D i s t i n c t i o n

Available a t your favorite 
R estaurant or Tavern.

Brewery fresh kegs to  go.
281-BIER

HMRBCHIMG THE Q U A L IT Y  O F LIFE 
FO R  O ID C R  A D U L T S T H R O U G H  

E D U C A T IO N A L , IN F O R M A T IO N A L  
A N D  CULTURAL P R O G R A M S .

ALL

^ / s p o n s o r e d  fey

I & FRANK
and

Hospital 
Medical Center

AMS PRESENTED AT MEIER & FRANK 
lOmBOOROASS CENTER, 621 S.W.

J U L Y 11-1T

11 VICTORIAN DETECTIVE NOVEL, Robert Reyom 
Thursday, 10:30 a.m. -Noon 
CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH, Sonja Ortega 
Thursday, 10:00 a.m. -11:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. -Noon 
NEW TREATMENT FOR MACULAR DEGENERATION, Dr. Dreyer 
Thursday, 1:30 p.m. -2:30 p.m.

12 ORAL INTERPRETATION, Vanna O’Brien & Ted Roisum 
Friday, 10:30 a.m. -Noon

IS COLORED PENCIL DRAWMG, Susan Gunderson 
Monday, 10:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
YOGA FOR SENIORS, David Bersaas 
10:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m.
WRITING YOUR LIFE STORY, Susan Gunderson 
Monday, 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

16 ELEPHANTS & WHALES, Norie Dimeo-Ediger 
Tuesday, 10:30 a.m. -Noon 
NATIVE AMERICAN HEALING 
Tuesday, 1:30 p.m. -2:30 p.m.

IT HISTORY OF THE OPERA, Bruce Chalmbers 
Wednesday, 10:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. 
OREGON AUTHORS: Molly Gloss 
Wednesday, 1:30 p.m. -2:30 p.m.
YOGA FOR SEHI0RS, David Bersaas 
Wednesday, 10:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m.

BEST DIAMOND BACK
A P E X$649

REG
O N LY

A ll Y o u  Need!
Pure Mountain Bike. Rugged. Quick Handling. Full Shimano 

Deore DX, Duro 17 Rime, Smoke 2.10 Tires, True Temper 
AVR Frameset.

INTERVAL TG 
$489 reg $375!
This B ike  Does CYCLE 

OREGON. Tig Welded Full 
Chromoly. Very Light. 500 EX 
Group. Road Ready and Fast!

ASCENT
$395!$479 reg

So  Much Fun! Hills. Valleys. 
Ridges. Trails. Shimano 400 LX, 

21 Speed. Affordable 
Mountain Bike Results.

OTHER 
MODELS 
ON SALE!

HOURS 
10-7 M-F 
10-5 So 
12-5 Su

Open Every D ay

c ite
925 SW  J OTH 

DOWNTOWN 
227-3535

>1 S STATE ST 
LAKE OSWEGO  

636-3521

DIAMOND BACKSIANCHKANNONDAIBSPEOAUZED
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Our new address Is:

4016 NE FREMONT
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281-7831
same phene number
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Best Fish Tank
Stuck for conversation with a dreary 
date who wants to take you to a Chi­
nese restaurant but doesn’t like to 
share the dishes? Drag your compan­
ion to Hunan, 515 SW Broadway, 
ind topics of conversation will flow 

right out of the aquariums that bub­
ble and shimmer in full view of most 
tables. Discuss the palette of fish col­
ors—true yellow, bright orange, elec­
tric blue and pure* white. Use the 
miniature pagoda in the main dining 
room’s octagonal tank as an excuse 
to bring up your Far East travel plans 
or Asiatic books or movies. Give 
your date a detailed description of 
the nitrogen narcosis you suffered on 
your last scuba dive. And if things 
get truly dismal, ask the waiter for a 
rundown of the various fishy names— 
scientifio-and common versions. The 
tanks are m ain tained  by C lassic 
Aquarium Service, which changes 
the fish once a year but sends some­
one by every two weeks to check for 
floaters. Current varieties include 
blue devil damselfish, royal grammas, 
yellow long-nosed butterfly fish and 
coral beauty angelfish. •

Best Restaurant 
Employee Backtalk
You’ll run into occasional smart asses 
at just about any restaurant worth 
going to—the ones without ’em are 
too stuffy to patronize. But only one 
Portland eatery has made an institu­
tion of waiterly insolence: Michael 
Q uinn and Rose Marie Barbeau’s 
venerable Vat and Tonsure, 822 SW 
Park Ave. Here, to a man (the wait­
ers— “Rose M arie’s boys”— are all 
male), you can count on the sort of 
snooty disdain born only of long 
practice: the calcu lated  h iatus 
between visits to your table, snort of 
contempt at your wine selection, the 
brusque “We’re out of that” at your 
choice of appetizer, main course or

dessert. It’s all perfectly good fun so 
long as you don’t expect the defer­
ence normally associated with the 
occupation of food server— these 
guys have chosen snottiness as their 
defense against their profession’s 
inherent demoralizing servility. You 
may even be lucky enough to partake 
in a dialogue on the order of the fol­
lowing, overheard recently and tran­
scribed verbatim: “Could I have a 
coffee, please?” “Yep.” “Oh, make 
that decaf.” “No decaf.” “No decaf? 
W ell th en , could I have tea?” 
“Nope.” “No tea?” “Not a drop.” •

Best Zoo Animal A
The snazzy penguins swim and wad­
dle funny, but they smell fishy. The 
chimps have cute faces, but they look 
so human it’s creepy. The lazy lion 
might as well have turned to stone. 
But the polar bears at the Washing­
ton Park Zoo are fun and lively and 
should also make any ethical qualms 
you harbor about zoos disappear. 
Their parents never told these bears 
they should wait 30 minutes after 
eating before swimming. The mam­
moth bears splish and splash every 

Please turn to page 24

Tantalize 
your

taste buds

a m  c c \ \  n p ç ALL STYLES
U N D ER O N E  R O O F

e tU HAIRGOODS
1960 S.E. HAWTHORNE 

234-0977

July Sofa Sale
H ot Sum m er Savings All M onth

CUSTOM HANDCRAFTED 
OAK FURNISHINGS

HOURS: Mon. -  Thu. 8 to 6 • Fri. 8 to 5 • Sat. 10 to 4:30 
3446 N.E. Broadway Portland, Oregon 97232 (503) 287-5383

H E N R Y  M A R G U ' S
mane attraction”

Improve 
your stride...
Get "60"-fied

W igs and Hairpieces Ready When You Are

“I love what you do for me”
®TOYOTA
*15% ’DISCOUNT
With this coupon you receive the 
above discount on any service 
and/or Toyota parts purchased.

One to a  customer. One per transaction.
Not valid with any advertised or in- 
house specials. This coupon valid 

at Broadway Toyota only.

AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

TOYOTA
PARIS AND SERVICE

BRAKE
INSPECTION

*Not valid on previous repairs.
OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31,1991 WW

AIR CONDITIONING 
SPECIAL

1 Pressure test system 
for leaks

> Adjust Belt <
* Check Hoses for A.C. *
> Evacuate & charge as 
needed

’ Inspect front pads 
1 Inspect front calipers 
’ Inspect rear shoes d* 
and Wheel Cylinders *

’ Check brake fluid 
• Road Test

OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31,1991 WW

95

195

OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31,1991 WW

TUNE - UP
• Includes 4 spark plugs 
»check timing & ignition 

systems.
Adjust engine idle to $  
specs.
Excludes 6 Cyl 
60,000 miles 
platinum plugs & vans.

*Not valid on previous repairs.
OFFER EXPIRES JULY 31,1991 WW

95

S E R V IC E  HOURS:
Mon- Fri. 730  am - 6 pm 
Sat. 9 - 3 pm.
Call 284-1105 attar 8 am for 
appointment
Coupons must be presented at 
the time of write-up to qualify for 
special prices.

BROADWAY
307 N.E. BROADWAY f e M Y O Î j l  

PORTLAND

1-5 lo Collisem i Exit - (503) 284-1105
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Parents* Press
1454 Sixth Street, Berkeley, CA 94710

Dear Ms. Uchida:

Here are the additional copies
you asked for.

I looked back to the original 
manuscript in trying to unearth 
how I came up with "The Silver 
Bracelet." Seems that (in my 
mind) I combined "The Bracelet" 
with "Silver Burdett Press."
It's quite unlike me to make 
such an error, but at least now 
I know how happened.

As for the other titles, it 
appears that I just didn't have 
the information, so I improvised 
so that 1 would have a Works—In- 
Progress section to add to 
Melanie's mini-reviews 
of your books.

Again, thank you for taking 
time to talk with Melanie.

Sincerely,

,/L tD - ^  ‘  ^  r  o  f

Deborah Haeseler 
Managing Editor

7 'h

9 -
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UCHIDA INTERVIEW/Lawrence - 15

Y U - Are you familiar with Creative Arts Book Company in Berkeley? Wien
\  /  * 

Journey to Topaz went out of print, the owner brought i1? out in paperback- (_X
\Margaret K. McElderry Books in New York still has the/ sequel, Journey  Heme.

Don at Creative Arts also did a paperback of Samurai, of Sold Hill and of my 

three folk tale collections, in very nice, colorful editions- And they*re 

all on the California Recommended Reading List, so they do pretty well in

YUs I just finished this autobio

Julian Messner imprint. That’ll/ —  —  r
about four years because I was so sick with this chronic fatigue syndrome 

that 1 just couldn’t sit at a typewriter long enough to do any writing. 

Just out of the blue, the editor called me over a year ago and said they 

were doing a series of children’s authors* autobiographies called "In My

her ä little bracelet to remember her by. She says, "1*11 never take^it 

off^" and they say goodbye- She goes to camp, and then she loses the \

the schools.

ML: What are you working on now?

Own Words." At first*, I said, "Oh, no, I’m just not able to do it," but 

then I thought about it, and 1 thought, "Well, maybe this is just what I

need to give me a little bit of a push.

n I have a picture book. I had written a short story calle
/

Bracelet "1/1 ppeared in

years ago.
7

«. It was about this child who’s just about to leave her

home to go to one of these internment camps. A white friend comes to give 
/  ■' \
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1454 Sixth Street, Berkeley, CA 94710

June 17, 1991

Dear Ms. Uchida:

Here are two copies of our 
July issue with Melanie Lawrence's 
interview with you.

Thank you so very much for 
taking the time out of your 
busy schedule to talk with 
Melanie. The result is an 
intelligent, thoughtful profile 
that is a joy to read.

By the way, Dixie's and my 
favorite part was your memory 
of Hink's, a section that 
had to be cut, unfortunately, 
for lack of space. Berkeley 
just hasn't been the same 
since Hink's closed its doors!

Sincerely,

Deborah Haeseler 
Managing Editor

M -
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June 28, 1991

Dear Melanie:
The July issue of Parents1 Press just arrived, and I am 
absolutely delighted with your fine article - one of the best 
written about me, I think. You are a perceptive and sensitive 
writer and captured eloquently the essence of what I am trying 
to say in my writing. I will send copies to ray editors and 
of course, to ray sister.
I appreciated your kind words and was especially delighted to 
read that I reminded you of Aunt Waka. What a great complimenti 
She is exactly the kind of person I would like to be.
Incidentally, if you can or want to update the "Works in 
Progress" paragraphs, the title of my autobiography is THE 
INVISIBLE THREAD (as mentioned on p.ll), THE BRACELET (delete 
SILVER) will be published by Philomel Books (date not yet set), 
and THE MAGIC PURSE will be published by Mgt K. McElderry Books 
(delete Atheneum) in the Spring of 1993.
You*11 be interested to know that the hummingbirds finally found 
ray feeder and even built a nest in the tree behind my apartment. 
I watched two babies grow, one disappear (it probably fell out 
of the nest), and one fly off to freedom. Now they are all 
gone - probably feeding in some flower-filled garden somewhere, 
and I*XI have to wait for their return next year.
I do hop& you're settled in your new home now and enjoying a 
more peaceful life in Oregon. Keep writing more of your fine 
articles. I'll be watching for your by-lines.
All the best
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