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LOS ANGELES
COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR RE SETTLED NT

MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING, J ULY 3, 1945 AT 5l30 P.M., CLIFTON*S CAFETERIA

PRESENT* Chairman J oe Moody, Ataloa, Graoia Booth, Raymond Booth, Esther Briese
meister, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. C. Carr, Harold Choate, Robert Gibson, Clarence 
G i l lett ,  George Gleason, Esther Hoag,. Sohei Kowta, Catherine MaoDiarmid, 
Herbert McCanliss, E lsie Newton, Frank Omi, Dorothy Takeohi, George 

Yahiro, Henry F inch.

MINUTES: The minutes of the temporary exeoutive oommittee which met on J une 20 in 
the Congregational Conference Room were read and approved, thereby con�
firming the appointment of J oe Moody as chairman of the Coordinating Com�
mittee for Resettlement with  E lsie Newton as Co=chairman.

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES* In accordance with the suggestion of the temporary 
oommittee that the chair appoint a secretary, Miss Esther Hoag was appoint�

ed by Mr. Moody and approved by the group.

NAME OF COMMITTEE* "Coordinating Committee for  Resettlement” was agreed upon as ân 
appropriate name for the group—motion by George Gleason, seoond by E isxe

Newton.

SUBCOMMITTEES * The J une 20 meeting had recommended that appointment from the onair= 
be made of representative persons to serve on the sub=committees. After 
free discussion and suggestions from the group, the following sub=com�
mittees were appointed and set up; each oommittee to consist of not .less 
than five members and having the power to add to its  numbers.  ̂ The com�
mittee members were instructed to send in to Mrs. Booth*s offioe the nsme& 
and addresses and phone numbers of helpfu l persons who might be available 
to serve on sub=committees, stating th eir  background and qu alification s

1. EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE*
1. Mr. Charles B ratt—War Manpower Commission
2. Father Edward J . Whelan—President Loyola U niversity
3. Rabbi Max Nussbaum—Amer ican J ewiph Congress 

4* Mr= =̂S l a de=ŝ C=.I=yO=«
5. Mr. A1 Wirin—C ivi l  L ibert

2. HOUSING COMMITTEE:
� ___1, Herbert McCanliss—WRA Housing

ioan J ewish Congress

�  * �	���

Newell Steward—Arner i oan F riends#Service, Evergreen Hostel 

Miss F lorence W irt—YWCA
�� �� �� �� �����	� � � ������ ���� � ��� � � ��� �� ���������� ��� � ����� ���

ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE*
_  P r is c i l la  Beatty—Pasadena F air  Play Committee
2. Miss A lice Grube— Internationa 1 Institu te
3. Dr. Miyamoto—Cooperative Service Bureau �

4. Mendel Lieberman—Attorney >, Yi

4. INTEGRATION COMMITTEE* (/
1. Mrs. Rabbi Edgar Magnin
2. J ohn Stone—YMCA
3. Mrs. J erome McNair—Eagle Rook Friends of the American Way

4. Arthur Takomoto— Buddhist Hostel
5. Rev. Mr. Unura

���
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PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE ,AND SPEAKERS BUREAU
1. Colonel Finch—Pasadena Fair Play Committee \ 

Mr• William F . Cummings—MNow” E ditor—=C���� �� �  

Sam Balter— KFWB Broadcast Station 
M4=se=Mar y 'Workman—Ca LUolie Women* a Group’
E arle 0*Day—WRA Information Specialist 
Major Warner—Student at USC, very good speaker

� ^  CH **/ . �� �� ��	

2,
3.
4. 
5* 
6 • 
7.

FUNCTIONS OF SUB=COMMITTEES: Following a lengthy discussion regarding the function 
of these sub=oommittees—whether they would coordinate activi t ies  of various 
groups already at work or would carry on a defin ite program as planned by th„s 
group, i t  was voted by motion of Colonel Finch as follows:

The funotion of the sub=oommittees w>uld be that of surveying the—fieId  ân¿= � ���� 
deavoring to coordinate the work,being done by member groups# The findings = . 
each sub=committee shall be reported back to the executive who shall theh is * ��
them to every member of the group in time for  individual study before the nex 

general meeting#

1, Employment Committee==This committee should endeavor to en l is t the lnterer,*: 
of representative employers and union men#

2* Housing Committee==This oommittee, in addition to assistance in temporary 
housing and hostel work, should bring pressure to bear upon housing autuci •* 
i t ies  for  increased permanent housing fa c i l i t i es  for a l l  minority groups

3« Assistance Committae—This committee should render such advice and assist"' 
anoe in legal and property matters not covered by the work of public agen�
cies# I t  should also endeavor to raise special funds for special purposes 
suoh as loans for purchasing of fu rn itu re, bedding, tools, etc#, or pur=  ̂
chasing at wholesale prices as opportunity may present i t s e l f ,  then sellin g 

to evaouees at cost#

4# Integration Committee—This committee should endeavor to gage the extent of 
community acceptance in various neighborhoods, en listing the in terest and 
assistance in th is field  of in tegration  of fr ien d ly and in flu en tial indiv�
iduals l ivin g there, encourage resettlers  themselves to meet the community 
at least h alfway by volu n tarily taking part in a l l  community activit ies  

possible •

5# Public Relations and Speakers Bureau—This committee should serve at least 

the followin g three purposes:
a. Fact finding, members should be a ler t for a l l  cr iticisms and comments 

in the press, on the radio, eto. reporting same to the chairman, 
b# Immediate reporting to  Chairman J oe Moody, Clarence G i l lett of Congre�

gational Committee, Gracia Booth of Fair Play Committee, the WRA, 
Raymond Booth of the Council for C ivio Unity, etc# of any "incident” .

0* Formation of a speakers bureau made up of oarefh lly=selected, w ell= in �
formed, level=headed individuals to present the problem of resettlement 

with constructive suggestions to interested groups#
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GENERAL DISCUSSION

HOUSING PROBLEM! The or itioa l housing situ ation  was discussed at length* In sup�
port of his opinion that private housing oannot meet the problem by J anuary 1, 
1946, Mr. Carr brought out the point that but 4% of the J apanese=Americans have 
returned to C aliforn ia and gave a typ ical case of the head of the family a r r iv�
ing, finding a temporaly place to l ive, securing employment, sending for his 
family, then moving again and again and not finding a permanent home for  five 

months•

Mr. Choate, of the WRA, expressed a more hopeful point of view and told of 'IRA 
plans developing but which oannot be reported u n til the next meeting. He stat=* 
ed that WRA cannot do the job alone but must depend upon civi l ian  groups for  

cooperation and support*

Mr. Booth stressed the point that reestablishment can be accomplished only by 
•che people of the community through the impetus of the character building or �
ganizations* He said, "We must begin NOW to exert a fr iendly pressure tech:: iq* = 
to find out what has happened to the mayor’s committee on low cost housing fo> 

Los Angeles*”

Colonel Finch suggested a survey on civi l ian  housing* Mr. G i l lett  told of t,: 
l i s t  of those w i l l in g to give temporary housing which had been compiled by tip  
Church Federation but that there had been practically no request for this sei * 

vice •

Mr. Gibson, Council for  C ivic Unity San Francisoo, told of the housing survey 
carried on there resu lting in community action in helping to secure the proni:= ■ 
of 500 units in a private housing project, these to be allocated without ravb 
discrimination* ’’From NOW on,” he said, ’’there w i l l  be no more government hen, • 
ing projeots, only private commercial housing.”

I t  was pointed out that the housing problem is of two kinds!
a* housing for  those who can pay rentals or buy property, 
b* housing for  those on r el ief#

A ”Rooms Registry” which would l i s t  rooms in pr ivate families for  young women 
was suggested as a poss ib i l ity under direction  of the International In stitu te*

Mr# Choate reported 1500 pieces of property owned by J apanese Americans which 
might be available for  fu tu re housing. The WRA are adding a new s ta ff member 
to locate owners and to help in property matters of a l l  kinds*

SUGGESTIONS FOR GROUP ACTION: Dr. Gleason spoke of a recent Vox Pop Radio Program 
in which a service man who was interviewed gave highest praise to the service 
record of the 100th Battalion and recommended that the Chairman write a note of 
commendation to the Radio S tation . I t  was so voted*

Mr. Carr spoke of the importance of gettin g in touch th is next week with County 
Supervisors and asking them i f  those ����� pass C ivi l  Service w i l l  be employed.
The question of new employment is coming to a head this next week, needs action

I t  was voted that a fr ien d ly letter  of inquiry be written  Mayor Bowren asking 
about The Mayor’s Committee on Low Cost Housing for  Los Angeles*

FUTURE MEETINGS! I t  was discussed and agreed upon for the present at least, that 
monthly meetings would be held with the pr ivilege of callin g special meetings 
for emergencies* The Chairman stated that he would n otify members of the time 
and place for  the next meeting#

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfu lly submitted,

Esther M. Hoag, Secretary
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MINUTES OF THE SECOND MEETING, J ULY 3, 1945 AT 5*30 P.M., CLIFTON*S CAFETERIA

PRESENT* Chairman J oe Moody, Ataloa, Graoia Booth, Raymond Booth, Esther B riese=
meister, Mr» and Mrs* Wm. C* Carr, Harold Choate, Robert Gibson, Clarence 
G i l lett ,  George Gleason, Esther Hoag, Sohei Kowta, Catherine MaoDiarmid, 
Herbert McCanliss, E lsie Newton, Frank Omi, Dorothy Takeohi, George 

Yahiro, Henry F inch.

MINUTES* The minutes of the temporary executive committee which met on J une 20 in 
the Congregational Conference Room were read and approved, thereby oon= 
firming the a ppo in "talent of J oe Moody as ohairman of the Coordinating Com�
mittee for Resettlement with  E lsie Newton as Co=chairman»

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES* In accordance with the suggestion of the temporary 
committee that the chair appoint a secretary, Miss Esther Hoag was appoint 

ed by Mr. Moody and approved by the group.

NAME OF COMMITTEE* "Coordinating Committee for  Resettlement” was agreed upon as an 
appropriate name for  the group==motion by George Gleason, seoond by E lsie 

Newton.

SUB=COMMITTEES* The J une 20 meeting had recommended that appointment from the chair 
be made of representative persons to serve on the sub=committees. A fter  
free discussion and suggestions from the group, the following sub=oom= 
mittees were appointed and set up; each committee to consist of not less 
than five members and having the power to add to its  numbers. The com�
mittee members were instructed to send in to Mrs* Booth*s office the names 
and addresses and phone numbers of helpfu l persons who might be available 
to serve on sub=committees, stating th eir  background and qu alifioation s*

1. EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE*
1. Mr» Charles B ratt—War Manpower Commission
2. Father Edward J » Whelan==President Loyola U niversity 
3» Rabbi Max Nussbaum—Amer ioan J ewish Congress
4. Mr. Slade—C.1.0.
5. Mr» A1 Wirin—C ivi l  L iberties Union

2. HOUSING COMMITTEES
1. Herbert McCanliss—WRA Housing
2. Newell Steward—American Friends Service, Evergreen Hostel

3. Miss F lorence Wirt—YWCA
4» Frank Wilkinson—C ity Housing Authority
5.

3 . ASS ISTANCE COMMITTEE *
1» P r is c i l la  Beatty==Pasadena F air  Play Committee
2. Miss A lioe Grube— International Institu te 
3» Dr. Miyamoto—Cooperative Service Bureau
4. Mendel Lieberman==Attorney
5.

4. INTEGRATION COMMITTEE:
1. Mrs. Rabbi Edgar Magnin 
2» J ohn Stone—YMCA
3. Mrs. J erome MoNair—Eagle Rook Friends of the American Way
4. Arthur Takomoto— Buddhist Hostel
5. Rev. Mr. Unura
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5« PUBLIC RELATIONS COM IT TEE AND SPEAKERS BUREAU
1. Colonel F in oh—Pasadena F air Play Committee 
2# Mr. William F . Cummings—"Now” E ditor
3. Sam Balter— KFWB Broadcast Station
4. Miss Mary Workman—Catholic Women*s Group
5. E arle 0*Day—WRA Information Specialist
6. Major Warner—Student at USC, very good speaker

7.
$ �

9.
10.

FUNCTIONS OF SUB=COMMITTEES: Following a lengthy disoussion regarding the function 
of these sub=committees==whether they would coordinate activi t ies  of various 
groups already at work or would carry on a defin ite program as planned by th is 
group, i t  was voted, by motion of Colonel Finch as follows:

The function of the sub=committees "would be that of surveying the field  and en�
deavoring to coordinate the work being done by member groups. The findings of 
each sub=committee shall be reported back to the executive who shall then issue 
them to every member of the group in time for  individual study before the next 

general meeting*

1. Employment Committee— This committee should endeavor to en l is t the in terest 
of representative employers and union men*

2« Housing Committee==This committee, in addition to assistance in temporary 
housing and hostel work, should bring pressure to bear upon housing author�
i t ies  for  increased permanent housing fa c i l i t i es  for a l l  minority groups.

3. Assistance Committee—This committee should render such advice and ass ist�
ance in legal and property matters not covered by the work of public agen�
cies . I t  should also endeavor to raise special funds for special purposes 
such as loans for purchasing of fu rn itu re, bedding, tools, etc ., or pur=  ̂
chasing at wholesale prices as opportunity may present i t s e l f ,  then sellin g 

to evacuees at cost.

4. Integration Committee—This committee should endeavor to gage the extent of 
community acceptance in various neighborhoods, en listing the in terest and 
assistance in th is field  of in tegration  of fr ien d ly and in flu en tial indiv�
iduals l ivin g there, encourage resettlers  themselves to meet the community 
at least h alfway by volu n tarily taking part in a l l  community activi t ies  

possible•

5* Public Relations and Speakers Bureau—This committee should serve at least 

the followring three purposes:
a. Fact finding, members should be a ler t for a l l  cr iticisms and comments 

in the press, on the radio, etc. reporting same to the chairman,
b. Immediate reporting to  Chairman J oe Moody, Clarence G i l lett of Congre�

gational Committee, Gracia Booth of Fair Play Committee, the WRA, 
Raymond Booth of the Council for C ivic Unity, etc. of any "inciden t’*.

c* Formation of a speakers bureau made up of carefu lly=seleoted, w ell= in �
formed, level=headed individuals to present the problem of resettlement 

with constructive suggestions to interested groups.
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GENERAL DISCUSSION

HOUSING PROBLEM» The or itioa l housing situ ation  was discussed at length* In sup�
port of his opinion =that private housing oannot meet the problem by J anuary 1, 
1946, Mr. Carr brought out the point that but �� of the J apanese=Amerioans have 
returned to Californ ia and gave a typ ical case of the head of the family ar r iv�
ing, finding a temporaiy place to l ive, securing employment, sending for his 
family, then moving again and again and not finding a permanent home for  five 

months•

Mr. Choate, of the WRA, expressed a more hopeful point of view and told of WRA 
plans developing but which oannot be reported u n ti l  the next meeting* He stat�
ed that WRA oannot do the job alono but must depend upon civi l ian  groups for  

cooperation and support*

Mr* Booth stressed the point that reestablishment can be accomplished only by 
the people of the community through the impetus of the character bu ilding or�
ganizations* He said, "We must begin NOW to exert a fr iendly pressure technique 
to find out what has happened to the mayor’s committee on low cost housing for  

Los Angeles*"

Colonel Finch suggested a survey on civi l ian  housing* Mr* G ills t t  told of the 
l i s t  of those w i l l in g to give temporary housing which had been compiled by the 
Church Federation but that there had been practically no request for th is ser�

vice •

Mr. Gibson, Council for  C ivic Unity San Francisco, told of the housing survey 
oarried on there resu lting in community action  in helping to secure the promise 
of 500 units in a private housing project, these to be allocated without racial 
discrimination* "From NOW on," he said, "there w i l l  be no more government hous�
ing projeots, only private commercial housing *n

I t  was pointed out that the housing problem is of two kinds*
a* housing for  those who can pay rentals or buy property, 
b* housing for  those on r el ief*

A "Rooms Registry" which would l i s t  rooms in pr ivate families for  young women 
was suggested as a poss ib i l ity under direction  of the International In stitu te*

Mr* Choate reported 1500 pieces of property owned by J apanese Americans which 
might be available for  fu tu re housing* The WRA are adding a new s ta ff member 
to locate owners and to help in property matters of a l l  kinds*

SUGGESTIONS FOR GROUP ACTION* Dr* Gleason spoke of a recent Vox Pop Radio Program 
,in which a service man who was interviewed gave highest praise to the service 
record of the 100th Battalion and recommended that the Chairman write a note of 
commendation to the Radio Station* I t  was so voted*

Mr. Carr spoke of the importance of gettin g in touch th is next week with County 
Supervisors and asking them i f  those who pass C ivi l  Service w i l l  be employed*
The question of new employment is coming to a head •ttiis next week, needs action*

I t  was voted that a fr ien d ly letter  of inquiry be written  Mayor Bowren asking 
about The Mayor’ s Committee on Low Cost Housing for  Los Angeles*

FUTURE MEETINGS* I t  was discussed and agreed upon for the present at least, that 
monthly meetings would be held with  the p r ivilege of callin g special meetings 
for emergencies* The Chairman stated that he would n otify members of the time 
and place for  the next meeting*

The meeting was adjourned*

Respectfu lly submitted,

Esther M* Hoag, Secretary



LOS ANGELES
COORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR RESETTLEMENT

MINUTES CF THE THIRD MEETING
August 22, 1945 

7:30 p.m.
Y. M. C. A.

PRESENT: Chairman J oe Moody, Ataloa, Esther B ar tlett, P r is c i l la  B eattie, Gracia
Boot$i, Raymond Booth, Chas. B ratt, Clyde J . Barnett, Mrs. L.M* Barnett, 
Robert Emerson,. Katherine Fanning, Henry A. Finch, Margaret C. Forthman, 
Clarence G i l let t ,  A lice Grube, Esther M. Hoag, Iwanaza Tomaki, Sabei 
Kowta, Lawrence Mendelson, Gentara iiiyahara, Glenn W. Hoore, Frank M. Omi, 
Carl Palmberg, Margaret Heterson, Louise Rounds, Masao Satow, Warren . 
Smith, Newell Steward, V irgin ia Swanson, Dorothy K» Takechi, Herbert J j. 
Walker, F lorence M. Wirt, J * Yoki, I iojiro Unara.

MINUTES: The minutes of the J uly 3rd meeting were approved as read.

Chairman J oe Moody stated the main purpose of the meeting was to discuss 
reports and recommendations of sub=committees. He called upon committees 

as follows*

EMPLOYMENT: Chas. B ratt, Chairman, reported that he had consulted individual
members but had not called a committee meeting because up to the 
present time the employment problem for  returning J apanese=Americans 
has not been pressing and, therefore, need for  community action had 
not appeared paramount but that from now on employment w i l l  be more 
d i fficu l t  because those returning w i l l  be older, more reluctant to 
leave the camps and harder to place.

Mr. Bratt reported that through the War Manpower Commission 25 firms 
had agreed to accept returning N isei as el igib le for employment; that 
local U* S. Employment O ffices had received n otification  of job possi�
b i l i t ies  and direction  for  utmots co=operation; that in the future 
information secured by the War Manpower Commission w i l l  be turned over 
to the WRA office, thus keeping them fu l ly informed on the day to day 
employment situation .

Mr. Bratt suggested that hostel people and others in terested in help�
ing to secure employment keep in  touch with local USES offices  and 
t e l l  them of the number of persons available with defin ite information 
on background and a b i l i t ies  of applicants.

In terestin g reports were given of vfork being done in various communi�
t ies .

—Santa Monica had interviewed USES and private employment 
agencies for job p oss ib i l i t ies .

—Pasadena Fair Play Committee had intereeded for Social Workers 
el igib le for  C ivi l  Service appointments.

—Mr. Steward, Evergreen H ostel, stressed the point that while 
there are jobs for gardeners and domestics there is  great 
need for  small business opportunities and for jobs for  
indu strial and white collar workers. He had done some news�
paper advertising for  work in these lin es.

—Mrs. Booth reported that leases held by 150 farmers in 
Imperial Valley had been cancelled and spoke of the need 
for  land for  those formerly engaged in agricu ltu re.
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CLOSING OF CAMPS; Announcement was made of the recent instruction sent to 
directors of relocation  camps that they name early dates for  in�
ternees to leave the camps with eviction  and withholding of aid 
following for  those not volu n tarily leaving on proceeding dates*

Before leaving to attend another meeting Raymond Booth spoke b r ief�
ly saying that the problem of providing family unit housing is  
defin itely a government job which cannot be sh ifted,

that the Los Angeles Coordinating Committee for  Resettlement should 
ask where the Government is going to house the evacuees returning 

to Southern Californ ia*

After  considerable discussion i t  was agreed that telegrams should 
be sent to Secretary Iclces and D illon  Meyer asking that the Govern�
ment provide adequate housing before closing relocation  camps.
The Chair appointed Mr* G i l lett and Mrs* Booth to word the tele�
grams« The telegram as quoted below was presented as a motion by 
Mr. G i l lett with second by Dr. Moore and was carried with 18 for  

and 4 against the action«

UNTIL HOUSING IS MADS AVAILABLE) BY THE GOVERNMENT 
�  DEEM IT IMPERATIVE THAT PROJ ECT DIRECTORS AND 
RELOCATION OFFICERS IN RELOCATION CENTERS BE 
DIRECTED TO TEMPORARILY DELAY RETURN OF THE EVAC�

UEES TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA.

LOS ANGELES COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
FOR RESETTLEMENT

J OE MOODY, CO=CHAIRMAN

ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE*. Miss B eattie, chairman, spoke of the probable increase from 
now on of returning evacuees who might need fin ancial assistance in the 
way of loans for  tools or equipment or finds to establish small business 
enterprises* She asked for  discussion on the need for small loan assis�
tance fund, fin an cial arrangements governing such a fund, how i t  would 
be operated and by whom* She stated that the Evergreen Hostel now has 

a small loan fund*

After consideration, i t  was agreed that for  the present Evergreen H ostel 
be asked to act as a center where loans may be made

(b) that a l i s t  be made of those who would be w il l in g to act as 
co=signers on loans secured through private loan agencies*

Miss B eattie reported her Committee had secured eleven attorneys who 
w i l l  help returnees in legal matters — l i s t  is  attached*

Ataloa reported that the ERA are th is week adding a lawyer to their  
s ta ff,  Mr. Meany, to whom groups or individuals may be referred*

PUBLIC RELATIONS; Col. Finch told  of th eir  Committee meeting at which a bad situa�
tion  in "L i t t le Tokyo11 had been disclosed — white workers had 
in cited negroes against J apanese. Latest report was that the 
situation  had eased and now that the war is  over there would 
probably be no fu rther trouble*

Col* Finch spoke of the photographs of returning J apanese= 
Americans which appear so frequently in  certain  newspapers as 
a type of pu blicity which causes needless excitement and that 
the ERA had been asked to minimize that kind of pu blicity*
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Sgt»» Harry Tannaway, formerly ■with "the 100th Battalion, end now at HRA, was 
mentioned as an excellen t Public Relations man and good speaker available 

to groups»

INTEGRATION COLETTES: Hr. G i l lette, chairman, reported that they had had a good
committee meeting and were ready with a good report. Due 
to the lateness of the hour, however, th is report was post�

poned u n til the next meeting.

The meeting was adjourned.

^ Respeotfu lly submitted,

Esther il. Hoag, Secretary

♦

*



���.#$#& �]� = �Q�[

�  � ,G� � #(+V ��� = �Q�[

	!"-E� 	!$#-+'8!($ ��� = ;=Q�QQ

2"+V�� �"��"1!($� C� �"$1'�#- X�� = Q���

�"3$(&0(� �(&)(�-'& �̂ � = ��;�

� "''!� �"6 �# ��� = ����

�61!� �'�,(+! ��� = �P�P

�(&)(�� �#(/($%"& ��� = Q�Q�

�(1"�� �#)� �'6&)"+#'& ��� = ��;P



��
%���

%
r f 'i r V =

¡J
�	���

r�
■o . � � � � � � � � � � �� r�

	  o  o  * � � � � � =
LOS ANGELES

CO=ORDINATING COMMITTEE FOR RE=SETTLEMENT

Purpose: ( l )  Emergency report of Housing Committee 
(2 ) To plan immediate u n ified action to 

secure adequate permanent housing for  
returning evacuees*

Time: Thursday, October 11th, 12:00 noon*
Place: C lifton 1s C afeteria, 648 So* Broadway

in the Brown Room*

J oe Moody 
Cha irman

Minutes of last Meeting 
September 22, 1945 

7:30 PM at YMCA

PRESENT: Ataloa, Wm* Atkins, P r is c i l la  B eattie, Graoia and Raymond Booth, Mr, & Mrs* 
J *R* Forthman, George Gleason, A lice Grube, Esther Hoag, H. B* McAfee, 
Lawrence Mendelsen, Arthur F. M ilqy, Fay Nylander, Frank Omi, Carl Palmberg, 
R ita Reed, Louise Rounds, Mr* & Mrs* Robt* Simkin, Dorothy Tekechi, Mr* & 
Mrs* Scotty Tsuchiya, H, L, Walker, A, L* W ifin , J ane Wright, K* Yamamoto, 
Rev* S, Yasui, Rev* J , Yokoi and K ojiro Uwara*

In the absence of Chairman J oe Moody, because of i l ln ess , Mr* Raymond Booth

presided*

Since the minutes of the August meeting had been mailed to a l l  member or�
ganizations, they were not read, but accepted for  f i l e  by unanimous vote,

Mr, Booth introduced Miss Prudence Ross, TtfRA Area Supervisor, who gave an 
inspiring talk  on WRA work done in the Middle West, particu lar ly in Chicago,

15,000 resettlers  have located in that city and have made good there in  a 
wide var iety of work* 200 have started into business for  themselves. Many profession�
al and technical people have found work suited to th eir  train ing; a few mercantile 
openings and many jobs for mechanics and factory workers were secured; far  more do�
mestic employment was offered than there were applicants for  that kind of work.

Miss Ross spoke of a difference between the West Coast and the Middle West 
in that in  Chicago the task was that o f introducing to an ’’in d ifferen t" large city a 
group not previously known and as they arrived connected in the minds of the commun�
ity only with the enemy, J apan* Acceptance of the new group was not as d i fficu lt  as 
had been expected* Many organizations and community committees did valiant work 
along lines upon which a l l  resettlement committees are working, but a few h igh lights 
&�'����((� Ross* talk  can be given here:

EMPLOYMENT: 2000 Chicago employers s ign ified willingness to employ re�
settler s , A fter  one year employers were questioned as to dependability, efficien cy, 
ab i l i ty to work with other employees and there were but two unfavorable replies to 

these inqu iries*

HOUSING: A few of the methods used were:

1, Strong campaign among real estate companies*
2* Hundreds of speeches— clubs, church and many other groups*
3* F ile l is t in g vacancies bu ilt up through the aid of many 

groups*
4, C lassified advertising followed up*

Many landlords interviewed through study said they preferred J apanese
tenants.



INTEGRATION 1# In the early months the J apanese=American Committee under 

Dr. Roy L. &mith acted as counsellors to the resottlers who after  th eir  camp ex�
periences needed orientation  in a large c i ty  new to practically a l l  of them.

2. A Church Federation study showed Nisei had not segregated

but had scattered in to many churches.
3. In the Community=Nisei aPo "feelin g at home" aa evidenced 

by th eir  accepting committee work and other general Oommunity respon sib ilities having 

to do with Chicago rather than J apanese=Ameri can problems.'

Miss Ross said that one of the disappointments connected with resettlement had been 
that most of the resettlers  have located in the larger c it ies  and not in  the rural 
d is tr icts . She also said that since VJ  Day there has been a decided change in the 
attitu de of the resottlers as to return to the West Coast* Because of the desire 
of parents and older people to return to th eir  former homes, many Nisei are giving 
up their work in the Middle West and returning or planning to return to C aliforn ia*

The second h alf of the evening was given over to Committee reports.'

INTEGRATION COMMITTEE: Ataloa reported for  Mr. G i l lette, Chairman, that 
the Committee is  now being organized somewhat along the Chicago plan of work with 

the churches and other groups.

Miss Newton told  of the monthly "Open House" at the International In s ti�
tute* Six meetings have been held with average attendance o f 150* The group has 
now been divided, the younger members meeting twi ce a month and the N isei, once a 
month. Varied rrograms are arranged to meet the in terest of the two groups. In vi�
tation  to the "Ooen House" evenings is  extended to a l l  members in the Coordinating 

Committee•

Miss A lice Grube has been added to the International In stitu te s ta ff to 

give service to those having individual needs and problems.

Miss Tekechi spoke of participation  by U isei young women in the program for  
business and indu strial gir ls  and other YWCA groups, these groups not exclusive as 
to nationality and race but composed of a l l  young women interested in the program 
offered. The Personal Service Dept, of the YWCA is giving aid to many Nisei gir ls  

in th eir  personal problems such as housing, employment, etc.

ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE: Miss B eattie reported that her Committee was waiting 

the return of Mrs. Thayer before announcing fu rther Committee plans. Ataloa spoke 

of the splendid work being done by Miss Beattie*s committee in  securing people to 
moot trains and said that Miss Grace Channon, recently returned from work in  Honolulu 

is  now assisting Miss Beattie in  th is big job.

EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE: Mr. McAfee of the USES reported that there are not 

many applicants among the returnees for  household work. He did not know about other 
departments. In the general employment situ ation  in  the c i ty, he said, thore is a 

shortage of workers in service trades.

A case of "adverse" nowsoaper oubli city was reported by one hostel as 

being followed by several offers o f employment.

PUBLIC RELATIONS: In the absence of Col. Finch, Ataloa told of several  ̂
incidents reported to the WRA=three cafes (ono in  Montebello and two in I*os Angeles) 
had refused service to J apanese=Americans. These cases are being followed up by 

the proper au thorities.
Mr. Wirin, of the C ivi l  L iberties Union advised that discrimination is not a 

crime but a violation  of personal rights* The C ivi l  L iberties Union w i l l  assist 

anyone w i l l in g to go to the C ivil  Court in such a matter*

t̂hor cases involving res tr ictive covenants on rented houses woro reported as 

being followed up. Mr. Wirin said that enforcing res tr ictive covenant regulations 
(houses or rooming house occupancy) is a matter of the court and takes a long time 
and that anyone su ffer ing under restr iction s should be advised to continue residence 

and to soek the aid offerod by the C ivil  L iberties Union.



An inquiry regarding hospitals accepting Nisei doctors and thoir patients was . 

referred to the WRA O ffice.

W.R.A. ANNOUNCEMENTS i Mr. Walk or o f the WRA s ta ff announced a dramatization 
of tho return of a Nisei Serviceman and his search for re=establishmcnt, th is to be 
given from 7:00 to 7:30 p.m. on September 27th over the Mutual network. Ho asked 
that we help give pu blicity to th is  special broadcast.

He also announced that I s t L t .  Roger W. Smith of the 44th Combat D ivision 
w i l l  be in the City for  two weeks and available for  talks on behalf of the N isei.

HOUSING: Mr. Rex Lee, National WRA S taff member, is  now in Southorn C alif�
ornia moeting with committees and groups on tho housing situ ation .

I t  was reported that a number of J apanese families have been placed in the 
T railer  Houses in Long Beach. Families must have service connections to be el igib le.

Miss Tokechi reported the re=oponing in the latter  part of October of the 
former YWCA residence for  J apanese business gir ls— the hostel is to operate on an 
international basis with present preference, because of their great need, given to 

Nisei young women*

Mr. Booth summarized most forcefu lly the present c r i t ica l  situ ation  giving 
the figu res that while in the last nine months, 2500 evacuees have returned, in the 
next ten or twelve weeks, 10,000 of the 30,000 now left  in Relocation Centers w i l l  
probably return to Southern C aliforn ia. He pictured the present general housing 
shortage as running' contrary to a l l  figu res compiled by housing experts who estimated 
a greater exodus of workers after  war production cancellations and did not take into 
account the very large percentage of service men being demobilized who have decided 
to stay in  C aliforn ia or to migrate to C aliforn ia from other parts of the country.

”We are facing another cumulative tragedy,” Mr. Booth said, ’’and must pledge 
ourselves individu ally and col lectively to major on the housing situ ation  so that we 
may avoid another ter r i fyin g experience for  evacuees and a great discredit to 

Southern C aliforn ia.*'
Mr. Booth asked:

1. That the Co=ordinating Committee meet every two weeks u n til the 

end of the year*
2. That we get a statement from a policy making person in  the WRA 

office of what we may expect from the WRA.

The following recommendations were made:
1. That Mr. Howard Holzendorph be added to the Housing Sub=Committee.
2. That th is  group ask that the Sub=Committee on Housing be called ' 

immediately and urged to follow up in  th is special emergency.
3. That a l l  sub=committee chairmen be asked to bring suggestions and 

recommendations to a general meeting to be called by the Chairman 
at his ear liest convenience.

These recommencfeticns were approved as suggested. The Secretary was asked to convey 
to Mr. Moody the good wishes of those present and the hope for a speedy recovery 

from his i l ln ess .

Respectfu lly submitted,

Esther M. Hoag


