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7812-A Tule Lake
Newell, California
August 28, 1946

American Civil Liberties Union
Northern California Bréanch

216 Pine Street

San Francisco, 4, California

Attention: Ernest Besig, Director
Dear Sir:

I have been informed that your organization has

been very helpful to many of the American of Japa-
nese ancestry who are troubled by problems arising
due to the Pacific War. I, myself, am one who would
like to ask for any sort of help you can offer in

my case. I have enclosed a copy of a letter written
to the U, S. Attorney General, Department of Justice,
which will explain my problem thoroughly but here is
my case in brief,

I am reeiding in Tule Lake now and in Janueary of this
year have applied for my renunciation of citizenship,
However, I wish to have it cancelled now and get a
chance to relocate to the coast as soon as possible,
I understand the seriousness of this matter but 1 am
willing to try everything to correct it as soon as
possible.

My sisters are in the same state that I am and would
also like assistance if possible. Their names are:

Miss Yukie Terasawa
Mise Hiroe Terasawa
Miss Isoe Terasawa

Migs Sumiko Terasawa

Trusting that this request does not seem unduly ime-
portunate, I beg to remain

Yours truly,

i Togshikazu Terasawa
Enclosure




7812-A Tule Lake
Newell, California
August 28, 1946

U. 8. Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I am an American Citizen of Japanese Ancestry now residing at
the Tule Lake War Relocation Center. I have applied for the
renunciation of my citizenship and as yet have not received any
answer concerning the matter. However, after much thought and
consideration, I know must honestly admit that I have made a
very serious error and am requesting for the cancellation of my
renunciation., I will try to give my reasons to you in the para-
graphs that are to follow and am asking for a thorough and fair
consideration for my request.

At the outbreak of the Pacific War, I was attending the University
of Southern California as a sophomore. Friends and classmates
were all very kind to me even though I did bear the facial fea-
tures of my ancestors. When the firgt hint of the evacuation of
all Japanese on the coast beceme known to us, my classmates and
friends comforted me by saying that such an unreasonable act will
never come about. I agreed with them all along. But, the day
did come when I was evacuated and my citizen rights were taken
away from me. My thoughts were at once confused and my feelings
hurt and irritated. As days, months, and years passed in camp,
all I could read and hear of was the incidents of prejudices
against the Americans of Japanese Ancestry. Older folks, parents,
and friends, all gave brighter sides of the future in Japan and
to top it all, a repatriation call came from the country with
whom America was &t war. Then the loyalty question came up and
my answer was quickly given without much thought., At that time

I definitely resented the evacuation move and could pledge no
loyalty to thie country.

Last year I was moved to this camp. Japanese ideas were dominat-
ing here though I'll frankly admit I didn't agree with all the
things they tried to make us do. However, my thinking became
clearer here and I gave thought to my situation as well as my
parents' and sisters'. I was wondering if my parents could make
a go of it outside and was worried about the treatment they would
receive, I was trying desperately to decide the question of
loyalty when the renunciation applicationg came into this camp,
The conditions of the camp at that time were very unusial, There
was a prevailing pressure, which seemed to me, influenced many to
renunciate., As for myself, I was pushed toward renunciating my
citizenship by this pressure, because my mind was not fully deter-




U.S. Attorney Genefal-Page Two-8/28/45

mined to hold an American citizenship on account of the undeter-
mined family problems which I just stated.

Only after my hasty decision was made did I realize the grave
situation. I had talked with soldiers on furlough and friends

who were visiting camp and they all told me about the opportunities
offered outside and also about the feeling of little prejudices.
Relocated friends were writing of swell times once again, and then,
my parents were offered work and housing by friends. All of this
solved my family problems and I Mow realize that my entire family
could resettle 1f only I did not &apply for the renunciation of my
citizenship, That seems to be the only obstacle to our family's
relocation,

At the time of the renunciation hearing, I stated that I did not
know whether I had a dual citizensghip or not., It seems that I do
not have &a Japanese citizenship.

For these reasons I am determined to regain my citizenship if pos-
sible. I fully realize the seriousness of this matter and if it
happens to be impossible to cancel my renunciation, I would like
to try for a parole.

Trusting you will give this request fair and just congideration,
I remain

Regpectfully yours,

Toshikazu Terasawa
Family No. 23928
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August 31, 1945
Newell, California

Mr. Ernest Besi% Director
American Civil {verties Union
216 Pine Street

San Francisco, California

Dear Sir:

This letter is relative to renounciation of my
American Citizenship. I deeply regret that I took
such a hasty step. Please read the enclosure
which explains the reasons why I fodélishly threw
eway my rights and priveleges.

May your organization help the Niseis to regain
their citizenship.

Very sincerely yours,

Y 1 N

Toshio Tsunekaws
3305=-C

Newell, California




Auvgust O0l, 1945 §§8
Newell, California

Mr. Edward J. Ennis
Depts of Justice

Enemy Allen Control Unit
Washington, D.Cs

Deay Sirs

I, Toshio Tsunekawa is a renocuncee., I have rensunced
my eitizenship in February, end I am now regreting it
véry muche Can you help me in regelning my citizene
ghip tho' 1t maybe a2 very hard task,

When renounclation wae made possible, there wes rumors
spread from rumormunngers and we were all drowned into
and spplied for renouncliation. The rumorswere that we
would eafaE ¢d out of here, whereas, the psople dute

013? 113 take arms and harm us, And others thet
Ea spoken in threats, Thege are or were rampant o8-
pecially in my block where "Hokoku Dan" was very strong
end now majority of them are interned,

As I sam slone hére, I was upset that I was drowned withe
in the rumors ené pressure., The ocoldmns in the Zan
Francisod Newspaper spoke of violence displayed towsrd
the returning evacuae.

People that heve aliready renounced at that time have
pestered me and poundered me with question 1f my hear-
ing notices came, And so I renounced without thioking
80 that I didn't have $0 be bothered by no 0ne.

Likewlse an opportunity to renounce one's cltizenw
ship followed closely after the Army handed down’’mahy
nisels s somewhat "discrimingtory" classification.
One pitfell seeme td heve led & confused individuel
like myself into snother.

I heve no family except for my one brothey who i8 an
ex-serviceman, vhe has served in the U,85., Aarmy. He

wants to help me with the relocatling plans and wants me
to jJoin him, He is now in Chiecago. 1 then went to the
relocating office and found out thet I am stopped by
your office, 80 I am hastily sending in my reasons to
have things cleared to make my reloecation plans posasible,.




As young a® I am, I regret that I made a grave
misteke in renouncing my secred citizenshfp. If 1¢
15 imposeibles for you to cancel my citizenship at
gresant will you plesse grant me &2 a parolee? I
intend fo make my future Jointly with my brother, now

a resident in Chlcago since our perents have deceased,

My brother now lives st
¥r. Loboru Tom Tsunskawe
5809 Blockston Avenue
Chicago 37, Illinois

I would appreicate your kind reply to this matter at
your earliest convénlence., Thenklng you agaln for your
eonslderation,

Respectfully yours,

Q0 Tsupnexavwa
330850 _
Newell, California
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October 3,

gret the delay in answering your
September 1 which you have written on your husba
behalf, You say he is not free to leave the center, put no-

where Go you state the resson: 1 assume; however; that he
is a renunciant.

ad

01

Thie Justice Department has incicated, as you

nos8ibly knowy, thet it will remove renuncliants to internment

camps and then remove them from the country as enemy allens.
We have sugpested to renunciants that they should write brief
ly to the Attorney (Qeneral repudiating their renunciations an
requesting a further hearing.

In CLJiLLJh, however, in order to secure res-—
toration ol citizenship and release from internment it it ne-
.,f%ry to bring i legal X If you do not have suf
cient money to ) LUlﬂUy, you should join with
her persons in a similar po;ltxxn in pooling your financial
resources Ior the purpose of hiring an attorney. ‘his is an
urgent matter bect e it will be difficult to sscure
once your husband is removed to an isolated internment camp.

. . ‘ence to allen registration whieh I
understand is about to be undertsken, renunciants who have
repudiated their acts should register under protest. Letters
cen be filed claiming United Stetes citizenship, or an entry
can be made on the registration Torm that the person ciszims
United States citizenship.

oincerely yours,

Lirector.




October 24,

Mr, Akira Tamura and
Mrs, Anna Tamura,
Blogck 4915-C,

War Relocation Center,
Newell, Modoe County,
California,

Dear Mr, and Mrs, Tamura:

In reply to your
letter of October 22, 1945, please be informed
that your names will appear on the main list and
not on a subordinate list, I met lMrs, Tamura on
my recent visit to Tule Iake anl so informed her.

In addition, one of the
committee members informel me he would have ypu
both fill out questionnaire fomms, You can ask
the committee to send on the guestionnaire fomms
to me and inform them that you have made your
arrangements direct with me,

Very truly yours,

wue /w

It is likely that I shall be in Tule
lake Saturday or Sunday of this week &t which
time you may see me,
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Mr. Colling 't Akira Tamura
40=15-C
Tule Lake R.C.

Dear sir:

T am very glad to hear that you are helping those Japanese who
renounced the U,S. citizenships.
I hope you could eastly understand how and why we came to the

point that we liked to renounce it.

T like to confide that I do believe the majority of these ren-
unciants will be secured to regain the citizenships by your help
if they have the convincing reasons. Trouble for me is I have not
enough money to pay for the law suit. T do not like to tell you
that T have no monetary power as a man, however, I will tell the
truth that I have not... I got married in the center at which time
I spent some amcunt for the wedding according to the old Japanese
E®% custom, not knowing that we will be in need of the big money
for the case like this law suit for the regaining the citizenship.

Will you tell me if there is a possibility for me to wait for
some time for the result of the law suit after I enlisted my name
for the persons who will take action in the law court by your legal

assistance? Can T pay for the time being a certain amount of money
as much as T could pay , and later pay you in the sense ol the so-
called the easy payment, monthly or yearly?

T desire to live and enjoy my life with my wife in this country
for why I came to this country was, in my idea and opinion, that

the U.S.A. is the best country in any angles. I decided to refer
this country to live and die even when T was not enough old to con~-
sider or be able to judge in comparison as old men who could easi-
ly know which was better for they lived long enough and had some
elderly experiences to judge as to which was the best.

T wish the people of the United States and the Government con-
sifer the fact that we came to this country for we thought that the
U.S.A. is better than Japan no matter how instinctively and tradi-
tionally we have attachment to Japan, and that those who made us
renounced our U.S. citizenship are a few American and entire Japanese
immigrants, the parental generation, ISSEIS for NISEIS, For such
reasons and datum I hope you will be successfullon helping us and
also T like to hope that T willbbe behaVingvery proudly in and at
any corners of the world T may go as an American citizen.




