


C mRE3SiaTAL COINITTEES
Subooiamittee on Un-Ajnerloan Aotlvities

(Costello Committee)

-TPEe-SuBora51"56™0f~-"0-Senat® litary Affairs—

(Chandler Ccnmittee]) which was set up to hold hearings on a bill to trans-
fer the funotlons of the WRA to the War Departmentpegan its hearings on
January 20» 1943# Prom that date until its final report was submitted to

© Military Affairs Committee on May 7 , 1943, the Japanese relocation oamp*
and the "RA administration received oontinual newspaper publicity# How-
eYer9 the aooeptanoe of the Chandler report did not oause a laok of pub-
lioity as the 91oo OoniHiltlee took up where th© Chandler Committee left off.

During the latter part of 1942 and the Tirst halt of 19431 the Committe®

on Un-AaCrioan A tivities received complaints from organl«ations and oitlze ns
oonoernlng the handling of the relocation ocamps and the release of Japanese
from the oamps by the They also received requests for an investigatio n
from mombers of Congre s and state authorities# In May9 19459 J. Parnell
Thomag. membei* of the Cozamit!t@e from New Jersey, went to Lo& Angeles <”a
conferred with interested persons and groups* He reported that he felt
that the situation warranted investigation# Because of this reoommendation
and at the reqaes of Rep* Costello of Los Angeless the 0 Mt 6 on Un-
Amerioan Aotiylties ordered an investigation of centers and detailed in«
vestigators to 1681 These investigators toured the oezrbers before the
appointment of a suboocasuélttee-

On }ky 19, 1943# Rep* Thomas addressed a telegram to Pres* Boosevelt
requesting him to ~suspend immediately any further release of Japanese until
suoh time as the Dies Committee has oompleted Its investigation of reloca-
tion oenters and until suoh time as the oommittee releases section two of

its Axis Report whioh will & 1 with Japanese emotivities’



Thia telegram was turned over to MMRA Direotor Ifyer by the President’s Offioe
On June 2» Mr* Irer ans ored Rep* Thomas saying in part

"We are informed by our 8taff that investigators for th#
Committee have visited most of the centers* The brevity
of the TIslsts# and the nature of the inquiries leads us
to havo grave doubts of the value of any findings which
may result from the imrestlgationse The public stat“nents
whloh have been mad® recently by members of the oommittee
have revealed either an Ignorance of the poliolee and pro-
cedures of this agency or a willful intend to misrepresent
the situation™®

believe firmly that loyal Amerloan oitizena and law
abiding aliens- now in the relocation centers should b®
enoouraged to relocate as soon as potsible to nom»l
ooDonunitles where they may make a oontribwtitm to the
war effortsf wO believe also lihat our prooodures f T
determining eligibility for leave provide all proper
preocautions for the national seourity* In the abseno®
of any evidence to the contrary# we shall oontinue our
present program#'
(Shyer to Thomas, 6/2/1tS)

Th© following day Rep* ThomaB replied*

"Your reply to my wire of May 19 to the President” if noth**

ing else» olearly indicates your inability to hear th®

voice of the people crying out against the release of Jap-
anese from the relocation centers
“If, as you write, thO Dies Committee investigators only maao
brief visits to th© relocation centers» then let mO advise

yoti that the visits were lozig enough to discover gross mis—*
managementf ineffioienoyf and destruotlan and abuse of Gov»
ernment property and th© pandering and release of Japanese
whose real loyalty Is to the Eioperor of Japan*eee
"In th release of 1000 Japanes© a week from these oenters you
must have lest sight of *fd® fact that we are at war 1 }
Japan or your wild desire to create another so00lal expoflxnent
has blinded your reasoning.Xn the meantime 1 hope that you
will pay mor© attention to the sensibilities of th© general
publie pn th® Japanese question and less to the bleeding heart
oablnet members who soOm to b® in stich dire need of Japanese
servants ™

(Th<nnaa to iSyer, 6/S/45)

Congressman Thomas gave his reply to the presa®and on the same day Ur* rer
gave a statement to the press in which ho said that if thO WRA were to
comply with Rep* Thomasl suggestions they would be justly aootised of in-
terfering with the war effort. Hb concluded his statment by pointing out

that no eyaouee is granted an indefinite leave If there la anything in his



m k reoord or in the records of any iInvestigative agency which would indioat#
that he might ©nda”er national security. (WRA press release, 6/5/4S)

This exolunge betwC«i Thomas and Kjra took plaoe Before tho suboanBiIrttc®
to oonduot Investigations appointed® On June 3* Chairman IHeg appointed
a SldHiml"b feee ocagposed of John M Cosl61lo of California» Chainnani  Honoan
P. Eberharter of Pexmsylvanlaj and Kl E. Mundt of South Dakota* From
June 8 to June 17 hearings were held in Ld$ Angeles* Testimony w s taken
prinoipally from men who were then or had been employees of relocation
centers* brings were held in Parkert Aris* on June 18* Prom July 1 to
July 9 hearings were held In Washington* WRA Director Myer was the chief
Washington witness+ (Report of th« Subooramitte© of the Special Comnittt®
on Un-Ameri €a Aotivities of the H* of R« on H« 2821 pp* 2 & 3J)

In the Spring of 1943, the average oitieen was having considerable dif-
ficulty iIn obtaining certain foods, particularly fresh meat, canned fish,
oannod pork and beans» butter§ ohooolate# ooffee* 1ih esO wOr® th© Itmes

whloh the newspapers charged were plentiful iIn the relooation centers# 4a—

r - Geimilsl 6e. was o.arri d by th«TSiarmcntrfr«oo Examiner

*N XN ] 3 0

An A. P* dispatoh on 6/51 stated that a Dies C ramitte© member had alleged
tha beef, |ndt pork and beans, ooffees oanned fish, and ohooolato Dars
were plentifully Bupulied to the campa* Th* WRA owment on thia was hat
there were no oanned pork and beans served In the oampa nor were there any
ohooolat® bars ©xoept when baki”~g™oho™olat® h~d™been aubst]|™t~™©d for”™ooooa
when the latter was unavailable The Washington ~imag-Hewisld of 5/28
reported that an investigator had stated that the evaottees wer© fed so well
that they were sending butter, ooffee# and other rationed food to their
friends outside the oamps* The WRA pointed out that the evaouees Ore sub
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Jeot to rationing* There was no ©videno®© that any rationed food had been
sent out of the oamps# but If It had occurred it would have to ha”PSeen at
the expense of the sender®s rationed allowanoe. A news story by Hay Hlohards
in the York Journal-Amerioan on June It 1943 cited the axnotmt of food
purchased at l&mEaimr during the eelc of May 6* The WRA pointed out that
these figures were misleading beoause they assumed that the food ordered in
one week was only for one weekfs consumption* Aetaally mn” items w*reJ™o
b© used over a long

oeived rationed food la aooordano®© with th® points allowed for the nxﬁﬁer
of persons served* The fao™Jihat the WRA was limited to a maximum of 450

per day per person not mentioned# The story repeated the oh&rge that
the "gpstnese ware sending butter out of thO cesip® At that time# only Xeo«
margarine was used in th© mess halliTMA statement attributed to Aotlng
Chairman Starnes in the Washington TI3nex»>I'X8ld of 6/4 charged that tha
evacuees were allowed 5 gallons of whiskey per person* ThO WRA answered

hat; h© Ol1ly whiskey available was used for Modioal purposes in &ocord&noe
with a prescription from a phyaioiaa# /e

Some of the most sensational newspaper oharges were attributed to former

WRA omployees who testified before the Costello Ccnmnlttee. Ono of these
was " Earl Beste a former assistant) steward at Heart Mountain <\
Poston, currently facing charges of forgery and illegal entrance into th©
United Statese ThO Los Angeles ~imea of 6/17/43 reported that Best had
testified that at Poston fresh milk had been ordered for all even tho th©
evaouees were satisfied with evaporated milk# Best said that Project Director
Head ordered frsh milk was we do not need money to win tha warX# Hr* Head*s
oonment on that charge was that canned milk can be shipped to troops while

fresh milk cannot* ThO slight additional cost of fresh milk would not
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hinder the war effort# while heavy use of oanned milk might*

A former WRA eraployoet Harold H« Townsend« outdid Hr* Best in furmishlzig
sensational headlines* Mr* Townsend,s past is ossential in evaluating his
testimony# H6 was Chief Supply and Transportation Offloer at the Poston
Helooaticm Centar In Ho™ember 1942* There wms a strike at one of the Poston
cargp8 during November* Mr» Townsvnd became extremsly upset during the strike,
saw imaginary but dire dangers9 tried to spread panic amon”™ the other Can-
oasian employees» and Tinally took French leave of the oenter in a government
auto* A few days later. Townsend returned to Poston and admitted his inoom-
petenoe at the time of the strike* “fhe Project Director asked for his
resignation* (Conversation bOtwO6n Wad© Headt Project director and

-\ -A - D7~ v AN
H* H. “ossrsend# 12/1/42, WRA release the beginning of his questioning
before the Costello ® Bimittoef T «msend was asked if he had ever served in
the JImSt Army* He saild nTesw# 1iI0 had served six months in Prance# War
D partment :r®eord8 40 not dis010se any Harold H. Townsemi serving in World
War 1. After the war, from February to -“ugustf 1919t ho did serve as a
2VCA hwt worker in Franoe*

Townsend was asked if h© reaalled the amount of food oonstuned daily*

He answered that by aotual oount# 58 tons per day were used# During the
month of Deoember, 1942, Townsend*s last at Poston™ WRA records show that

~he average quantity per day was 27 tons» The population at that time w/s

r

evaotsees was superior to tha™xaerved to the army# All the relooatlon cen-
ters obtained their food thru the Quartermaster* ~h® food, in qualityt
was aqtaal to or lower than that served in army messhalls# It was definitely
less In quantity* as the Wk had a oeilintg of 45¢ pOr day per person whioh

they ooald not exoeed*
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TOBmseud also testified that the finest outs of Grade A meats were
being eaten by the evacuees* WRA records show that the meat obtained was
usually third grade# Novembert 1942”170 luxttary meat rationing was iIn-
trodueed iIn the six western ocegjhc’rs and extended to the other four in
January,1943* Mr* Tcmmstdnd the oommittee that Poston had the finest
grade of butter whloh oould be bought. ~RA instructions to all oenters in
Janilary 1943, were to discontlliue all pttfFthases of butter and to substitute
ofteomrgarines Xoe oreane said Mr* Townsend# was brought into the oenters
every day* “his statement is true« but its implioatlons are false* /0O
oreamw s never puroh&sed with government fundse It was purohased by QOlnx
mimlty. stores» using evaouee funds for resale to evaouees

The most startling of all Towns6Xid*8 testimony in regard to food was
that he had been told by different evaouee groups that they had placed
emergenoy food in seoret cellars under the mess halls for Japanese ixiTasion
armies and paraohute troopse “hey had also buried large oaohes of food
thruotat the desert which 00Llid be used for similar purposes* Townsend never
reported anything of th© sort while he was an employe®© of WPA#

Other ohar es were 00110emed with the loyalty of the evacuees« The first
of thee® appeared in the San Wanoisoo Examiner as early as May IXe It stated
thatt

*A report to be submitted by a subcommittee (of the Cosimlttee on
Un-Amerioan Activities) in about three weekstwill oppose re-
leas© of any Japanese whatsoeves* Amerioan oitisen or alien
from confinement* his report will insist that *Hnown aub.
versives” estimated to number siore them 25,000 In the oentersf
be taken frow their (eonfortable environment* and plaoed 111
rigidly guarded Departiaent of Justioe detention ocas™ps for
enemy allene **

These statCKénts were made on May 11# th© day on whloh Investlgatlone of

the first center to be visited, began* If this is on accurate reportf it

indicates that thO© investigators had reached 00110lusions before visiting



a relocation ©enter information from the WRA» The
oommented thatt
"1T the Committee has evidence that tiiere ar®© more thmn 259000
*kno«m subversivesl In relocation oenterst wO earnestly hope
that it will be turned ovwex* to the authorized investigative
agenoies of the government and to this agOllOy with all po™

sible promptness
(Supplementary Conanents b y o n Newspaper Stateraents)

ThO Washington Times Herald of May 28 reported statemeirbs allegedly mad®©
in a report received from a Dies Committ©® investigator whioh charged that
oamp directors pleaded wi*bh evacuees to ohanged their answers frora ,no, to
syes* on the loyalty question* VIr9 ~rritt, Director of IMansanar# answered
this oharge In this mnnert
wThe story from the "ies "onEilitte® (representative®) that |1
urged disloyal Japanese to say they are loyal is complete
fibuse of material |1 voltnrbarily offered thém to show tho©
thoroughness with which rooordg were developed to clarify
loyalty or disloyalty and to recommend to you denial of
leave olearanoe to eaeh of the oases quoted 15l this artidle-
Men questioned ar© a group known as Kkibei who have Amerioan
eitlsenship but for the most part educated In ~apan and speak*
ing only Japanese* “wring registration due to language dIf*
fioulties it is olaiind that errors were made by interviewers
and to clear all reoorde wO© reviewed eaoh oas© with results
shown*a*1l (lbid»)
This same papere using the same souiroe stated that as many as 76%of thoO
Japanese iIn one ©amp had refused to profess their loyalty to th© United
Statess The only oomment on that w”s that it was oompletely untrue*
The June 12 Los Angeles Hjcamizier featured the testimony* of Norris £
James* a former Poston employee. He charged that subversive Japanese
who had been interned after Pearl Harbor were released to Poston without
the approval of the FBI| that these released internees were th© leaders
of a series of beatings of loyal evacuees} that the evaouee# wn permitted
to oosommioette betmum relooation oezrbers In unoensored Japanese letters

whioh might oontain oode messagest that Japanese army songs were played

T@r the loud speakerss that the Japanese flag was flown. Mr* Townsend



also testified that the “nerioan fla® was taken down and the Japanese flag
flown* The WRk has affadavlts from Cigvit Poston Offioials that tlie flags
usually flown eontinued o be flown* (WRA Co onts on send testimony)

Two days later th© Los Angeles Examiner reported that testimony before
the ®i0Os SvboonThittee i ndicated that Poston residents might have been re=*
*ponsibi® for the wrf«k of a Southey”aoif4o train on July 27# 1942* (L*A,
B3taininep6/14/13) On thO sixteenth, this paper reported mOofinite aots of
Sabotage and Egplonag®© Already Ym© Been “eported*™. On June 19, the S#
Examiner reported, from Inforiaation allegedly obtained by investigators in
a radi on JACL hoadquarteref that an Aiocerio™i born Japanese who s&id that
Japanese-Amerloans should kill the president of the U#S. was permitted to
eontinue to deliver inflaaatory speeches at Manaanar for a period of at
least Tive months. Loyal evaouees reported his reragrk8 about killing the
president, but no aotion m\s taken* The ~TRA oomwents that the person in
questionf Juichi VSyenoto, was OOlllraitted to the Oattmarillo State Hospital in
Ootober# 1942* suffering from a sevenmental disorder* ™It appears clear
from the records that Uyeraoto was having mild disturbances as early as
March# 1942* These became progressively more serious until they reached
th© point of danger to those about him." (Further c 5*@nts by the WPA on
Newspaper Statements)

The lea e polioy of *ite WRA was oritioijied in the press on the grounds
that disloyal persons were being released* (S* F. Examiner, 5/11] L.A*
Examiner™ 6/14 & 6/16) ThO administration of the CGenters w>s elfitioiked
in the L»A# Examiner of 6/12 for teaching Japanese games* Mr« Ilyer was
charged with attempting to censor statements of numbers oOf the ~ies com*

(L«A« Examiner, S/IG)



Investigators oommltte® ariberst either thru ignorance or intention-*
ally frequently made statements at variance with the facts. For example,
Hep# Thomas# In discussing the leave program# oonraente”; on the «sase of
a Japanese who had been apprehended by 1;he FBI and senl: "t Canp Livingst; 9>
Lax He was quoted by the A# P* as haring saidj

"1t has been reliably reported that he (the interned Japanese)
has stated the food and wine at his oamp nr© excellent and
that he is oonoemed only with his expanding waistline* Are
we to release this fat-waisted Jap while our Amerioan boys on
Guadalcanal are barely receiving enough food with which to
keep alive?n \
The implioation In thn above is that the w.aA would be the to authe*
oflfe tli®© release of this Japanese* Camp Livingston is an internment oamp

n \ \Y v "
under the jurisdiotion of the “eparmtnet of Justice*

The chief iirvestigsitor for the Dies Gomrd™fetee was Mr* Robert E* ipling,
Ttmt the investiga ors who visited the oenters wer®© * Thomas Cavett and
Mr* Gene Hagberg« Mre Cavett had also been an iwrestigatw for the California
Tenney Committeee These two investigators vmre not aooompftnled by members
of the awbooiamittee d«rinp their visits to the oampa whioh took place during
the last \mo weeks of May* The usual visit was approxirr“tely twntyfour
hours* “hey toured the centers* to get an ldea of the physical layout,
viaitod mOss halls, classroomst warehouses, libraries, and occasionally
visited evaou«© living quarters* They also took statements from project
officials and occasionally from residents* (Letters Projeot Direotors
Stafford to Myer, 6/8/4S] Ernst to 6/15/43! Solicitor Gliok to
My«rf 6/1 and 6/17/43) While visitjjag the Aopaa Center, th© investigators
met two small boys having a pafade. The leader was carrying a Tlag and his

follower was beating a™lrum. The investigators were suspicious that the
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parade was being staged for their benefit* They took the names of th« children
and interviewed the parwits to inake sure that it was real rather than sym-
thetio wpatrioti8mtt* hen oomrinoed that it was a spontaneous demonstration*
tKelfr eoimnent was "Pin®© indootrinatian™e (Gliofc to yer 6/17/43)

A former employee of I”™nsanart Mr* “harles K# Ferguson, gained admission
to the Los —“ngeles hearings of th© subeomraitte®© and wrote baok his i1 pressions
to the Maneanar ~rojeot ~ireotor, HO felt that the whole thing was staged#
0111y the press was admitted and everything done for the benefit of the
press* His oonment on Chairman ~ostello was **0 is as fitted to b® chairman
of an investigating body on this matter as ¥m* Randolph Hearst
wotald 'e*'n  ~uring the three d&ys Ferguson attended the hdarlngsfT tho
ooinmittee did not invite a eingle pro-Wra or pro-Msei witness* Mtl wit-
nesses were invited) pro wlteeseos requested permission to oow®© to testify#
When a pro-witness took the chair to testify* he was submitted to a barrage
of questions designed to show that th© witness himself was subversive* For
example, when Rev. Kirby Pag® took the witness stand, for ten ~f/bpx pages of
th© printed testimony, he was questioned conoeraing his personal baol”~roimd
and beliefs* (Hearings before & Special “uboossnitte®© of Committee on Un-
American Propaganda Aotivlties iIn the U*S*# pp* 9226-9235) Mr# Costollo
told Mr* Ferguson at these hearingsg that th© ooromittee would suggest no

legislation but would merely make recom endations* Mr* Fergusonfs oonclu

8ion was HKaybe thdy just wanted to raise a furor in th© ”"oast papers and
keep the evacuees soared away and scare everybody els®© out of the idea of
letting them oome baok to th©® Coast* (8 C« K* Ferguson to R. P* Merritt#
6/18/43) J bl Cj F1

jtha siatement/befo—e the aommibtee’ on July 6, Dillcm said that
the manner in which the A conducted its program was of oonoern to all

the people of the nlbed States and it also had interna ional implioations
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which wd«aand that it bo approaohed thoughtfully, soberly, and jrith matur«
Ity# and that public statooeats oonoorning it b© made only after thorough
understanding of the facts'”. He further stated that*

"The program of the TTar Relocation itjr has been under
investigaticm foi* the past Oight in suoh a manner as
to aohievO maximum publicity of sensational statements based
on half-truthst exaggerations, and falsehood} statements of
witnesses have been released to the public without verifica-
tion of their acauraoyO thus felving nationwide ourrenoy to
many distortions and dovmright untruths*
"This practice has fostered a publio feeling of mistrust* sus-
piolon* and hatred that has had the effeot of
Providing the enemy with material whioh oan b® usedto
001rvin®® th© peoples of the Orient that the United
States is undemooratio and is fighting a racial war*
Undermining the unity of the “merioan people*
Betraying th© demooratie objectives which this nation
and its allies are fighting to preserve.
It »iay lead to further mal~treatmeat of our oitiaens
who are prisoners or who are interneds”

(Hearings# P " )}

ThO follovYing day ¥t » Myer spoke to th© ooimfnlttee on evidence of
“merloanie™i among the “apan@se-»Amorioans * pointed out tliat 70,000 of
the evaouees were oitisensi that there were nope than 8#000
Amerioan oitisé&ns of Japanese anoestry serving in the U, S. Amy* Both
within and without the centers, Japanese-Aaerioana were displaying their
patriotism in the scuo manner as other "Wrioans* (Hearings* p*91 ~ )}
Also on July 7, Mr* Myor spoke on tho oonstitutional principles Involved In
the relocation program,

wlt is the position of tho Yfar “location ~uthority that its
Leave Hegulfttlons are essential to the legal validity of the
evacuation and relocation programe TheseLeenre Regulation®
establish a prooedur® under whioh~fte loyal oitizens and
law-abiding aliens jnay leave 0l100ation center to become
established in nomal
Tfhen the evaouation was originally determined upon™ It was 00Iv-
tempiated that the e aoued®s frould b© fpRe imraeiiatoly to go
anywhere they wanted ithin the United States so long as they
remained outside the eraouated area*



“Detention within a relooation center is not# therefor®# a
necessary part of the evaouatlon process* J[t-4rs not in-
tended b© thishja 03 I®L5N-*516 in the prooess of
homes and jobs-e
nThe detention or internment of oitisens of the United
States against whom no ohar”es of disloyalty or stabversive-
11083 have been made# or oan be made# for longer than the
mintBOim period neoessary to 3oreen ih© 1 1 from tlie dis»
loyal, and to provide the neoessary guidance for relocation,
Is beyond the pajrer of the War Relocation ~ithority**,,.

"More tha™>« year has passed alnoe evacuation was begun*
D\iri"g-""*hia year of o urse# had tine to nmeke neo*
Chiry investjgfr~ions and to begin the process of oonsid-

y~bring the earaouees on an individual basis* Y© Ieav© Regu-
lations™"Tre intended to provide the due process and hearing
whlicji~ralr dealing# democratic procedures, and the i“rioan
ititution all require*w
wrings, pp* 5,4 )

Pollowing the reports of the iInvestigators and the hearings before tho©
subeomniitte®, two reports were submitted to the C jnmitte® on Ua«Amerioaa
AotiYities-Hwaaoday a majority report by Representatives Costello and
and & minority report by Representative “berliarter» The majority report
states that ""This OOOanittee do@s not consider it necessary to disottss la
detail the administrativO errors and defioienoies of the War Relocation
Authority*I1t Ofitielises the fact that very few .of the WI?A personnel
were well versed in Japanese language or culture» It further critioitea
the for not speeding the segregation program* A portion of the report
is demoted to gangs at Marusailgl*f and results of the loyalty question* The
TRA program is charged with promoting cultural ties vith Japan thru suoh
things as instruotion in Judo and failure to olamp down on the Butoku-kal*
The final critioiem deals ?/ith the leave polloy* (Report# pp* S-15) The
majority report conoludes with the following three recoinmiexidatiozisi

”1* That the War 1 oation "“tithority’s belated announoemeilit
of its Intention of segregating the <A810yal from the

loyal Japanese In the relocation oenters be put Into
Offeot at the earliest possible moment*H



2«That a board oomposed of representatives of the "Té&r Reloca-
tion ~thority and the various intelligence agenoies of the
Federal Governront be constituted with full powers to in-
vestigate evacuees who apply for release from the centers and
to pass finally upon their applioations*

S*That the "ar ~Olooation ~“Hithority inaugurate a thorough-
going program of Asierioani«atlon for those Japanese who
remain in the centers# T
(Report, p*16)

Rep# Eberharfcer in hie minority report states)

wThe majority report has streased a few shortoomings that they
have found in the work of the Tar Relocation "Sathority without
mentioning the mny good points that our investigation has dis-
olosed or the magnitude of the job with whioh the “Hithority is

dealing* (lbid*e p*17)
He further states that since the 01086 of the hearings he had mde 80136
farther inquiries the results of whioh had not been oommunioated to the
other members of the subeoramitte® because nthe subeommitte®© has never met

to disouss the contents of a report*1* (lbid#, p* 17) IS*. Eberhartor briefly
revie™s the functions of the T/HA and corditions in relocation centers# and

Addsi

"Beoause of these facts 1 am disturbed about lae of the ridioulous
oharges that were made early our investigatione Sfcories about
the Japanese people hidia™ food in the dese t and storing contra-
band in holes under their houeest were ahovm to bO ridiculous when
A project was visited* 1lowever# the Kmjority,s report fails to
withdraw these charges.

Hett
"After all the wind and the furyA T a long report that creates the
impression that, He location uthority is doing a very bad jobf

the couanents of the majority members are climaxed by three feeblet
meaningless reooiamendations*n (lbid0 pp# 18 & 19)

Mr* Eberharter then takes up epeoifio hharges in tie rrajority repoi*t
and ocatsuents upon them* Conoerning the statement that
Hix is KsarxtteasKx™pcs doiai the T1?A personnel was unfit for jbksxx iIts

position due to laok of pervious knowledge of Ja™inese language or oulture,

UTm Eberharter points out



# r onO*thing, there are oomparatively few people in the United
States who understand the Japanese language or are well ao*

quainted with Japanese oulture* “art from that> i1t would
have "been unfortunate had jsaskxg® th© War Reloodion

sought to employ a large number of suoh persons when aotually
they wou™d have ~een and are more usefully employed by other
agencies of the Govermment engaged dirCotly In the war against
Japan* furthermore# the «ar "©location Authority would be sub-

to sever criticisn ere it dominated by people ififo havO
previously been intimate with the Japanese or Japanese»i\noriocans
And therefore subjeet to th© aocmsaticm of "teing undully sym-
pathetic toward themn (lbid, p»2 )

In regard to food, “berharter repeats substantially the eomeirbs made by
the WRA after charges of food surpluses received newspaper publicity* In
regard to segregation# Mr* "oerharter notes that as early as May 14> 194ST
the WA aiimoimeed a poliey of segregation*

Te- leave program was also defended by “ep» "Orbarter* 1I© said In

parts

"rf is apparent that the leave program of the War Relocation
Authority has been formulated with a thoughtfal view toward
assuring *fde legality of the fnjthority’s program as r whol©*
and it is probable that ithout the leave program> the whole
detention plan m*ght well bO subjected to successful legal attadk*

" It is worthy of note that o all the ©veciaees ho have been
released on both seasonal and indefinite leave by the War Re-
location Authority, numbering more than 164000t no report of
disloyal @& subversive activity has been made to the Authority
or to this suboornmittee(lbid* pp* 23124,26)

The reocoimnendations of the majority did not escape Rep* Eberhartsrs
oritioist# 3¢ agrees with the fist one reoommending segregatior# but
points out that determing the loyalty or disloyalty of 100,000 persona is
not easy. The second recoMoendationi that proposing th® setting up o a
new ba%rd to investigate applicants for leave 1is oritioiged on the gpotmds
that there is already adequate collaboration between the WA and th© other
goveroinent agenoies oono@medes A new board# he believes, would merely divide

authority* In regard to the last reocomnendation favoring mAmericanisation



of Japanese remaining In the oentora, ROp« Eberhartcr has this to sayi

wOf oourse X ain in favor of thatj everybody is in favor of
Amerioanization just as everybody is against sin* OFf course
I am sure that the majority members of the suboomittee do

not want to push idea so far that ~hey will turn these
camps Into & *300rftd OxperiraQrrt™*

"Certainly* we would need an extraordinarily intense American-
ijeation program for loyal -Ajaerican oitizene who are detained
in s eeming oontradlotion to Anerioan prinoiplea and the
«four freedoms*, Certainly, also, the best way to push Amer-
icanization 4fl this group is for the War BOlocation uthority
to go ahead with its program of restoring full freedom of move
merit to the loyal "ae ioan oltizens of* Japanese anoestry and

the law-abiding aliens who are now in relocation centers#n
(Ibid#, pp* 27 & 28)



Dies
Beginningw

During latter part of 1942 and first half of 1943, c 3nmittee received complaints
from ci izens and orgs. on w.c* concerning handling and release of Js by T.a.
Also requests from members of Congress and State authorities to make an in-
vestigation. In May, 1943, J. Parnell Thomas of N.J. went to L.A. and con-
ferred with interested persons and groups and reported back that he felt
that situation warranted investigation. Called on Pres, to stop relocation
program. Because of this recoramendation and at request of Cong. Costello

of L.A., comiaitte ordered investigation of centers and detailed investi-
gators to go to centers and conduct investigation* On 6/3243, crm. of
Spec..G ™ on Un-Amer. Ac 1iyi ies appoin ed a subcom. to conduct inves iga-
“bion* “ompossd of John M* “os*fcQllo of olimi., Heruia.n P* Eberharljer
of Penn., and Karl E. Mundt of S. D. Prom 6/8-1/17 held hearings in L.A.
took testimony principally from men who were then or had been employees

of reloc. centers. 6/18 held hearings in Parker, Ariz. 7/1-7/9 hearings

in Wash,--Myer chief witness. (Report of Subcommittee of the Special

Com. on Un-Ainer* Activities of the H* of . H. R» 282), pp« 2,3.)



DEAN JENNINGS OwWl SF June 12, 1943
JAMES SECREST OWl WA

WRA REPORT PROM LA————-

EXAMINER SAYS*— QUOTES-— HOW JAPANESE RIOTERS IN THE POSTON,
ARIZ* RELCX3ATION CENTER FLAUNTED A PLACARD DEPICTING AN AMERICAN SOLD-
IER HANGED IN EFFIGY WAS AMONG NEW DISCLOSURES MADE TO THE DIES SUB-
COMMITTEE YESTERDAY, THIS WAS BUT ONE OF ITi1ANYREVELATIONSINTHETEST-
IMIGHY OF NORRIS E* JAMES, FORMER POSTON PRESS AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICER,
HE ALSO TESTIFIED THAT (1) SUBVERSIVE JAPANESE WHO WERE INTE D AFTER
PEARL HARBOR WERE RELEASED AND SENT TO POSTON, ALTHOUGH THE FBI DID
NOT PROVE (2) THE RELEASED ERNEES SPEARHEADED A SERIES OF VICIOUS
BEATINGS OF LOYAL JAPANESE (3 THE EVACUEES ARE PERMITTED TO COMMUN-
ICATE BETWEEN RELOCATION CENTERS IN UNCENSORED JAPANESE LETTERS THAT
MAY CONTAIN CODE MESSAGES (4) A JAPANESE WHO SINCE HAS BECOME HEAD
OF THE CAMP»S PROJECT PLA NG BO , 1T0LD THE STRIKERS, JAPAN 1S
GOING ©0 WIN THE WAR AND THAT HE WAS REPRESENTING THE JAPANESE |
GOVERNMENT AND ALL WHO SIDED WITH HIM WOULD GET 10,000 YEN AFTER THE \
WAR () AFTER COMMKDEERING THE LOUD SPEAICER SYSTEM, THE MOB PLAYED
JAPANESE ARRFY MARCHING SONGS (6) THK JAPANESE POLICE FORCE SAT
AROUND THE POLICE STATION DURING THE TROUBLE (7) WHITE OFFICIALS
LOST FACE AND ~VERE HELD IN CONTEMPT BY THE INTERNEES BECAUSE THEY
VACCILLATED AND VARARE NOT STERN (8) THE JAPANESE FLAG WAS PLOM
PROM THE POLICE STATION (9) UNCLE SAM PAID $16 A MONTH FOR A
JAPANESE TO TEACH THE EVACUEES GOH*— SORT OP AN ORIENTAL CHECKER
GAME A JHE SAME SALARY TO 80 OR 100 INSTRUCTORS OP JUDO———-—
JAPANESE WRESTLING THAT IS PART TRAINING FOR JAPMESE SOLDIERS* END
QUOTES. ONCE AGAIN PAGE 1 STORY TAKING SECOND ONLY TO FANTELLJSRIA
SURRENDER*

DAILY NEWS SAYS. QUOTES———- A JAP INSTRUCTOR AT THE POSTON,
R1Z” RELOCATION CENTER ANNOUICED OVER A LOUD SPEAKER SYSTEM TO
PELLO# EVACUEES THAT HE WAS REPRESENTATIVE OP THE JAPANESE IMPERIAL
GOVERNMENT, NORRIS JAMES, FORMER PRESS AND INTELLIGENCE OFFICER,
TESTIFIED THAT ONE EK LATER THE SAME JAP™~-- MPLOYED AS AU INSTRUCTOR
AT THE CENTER BY THE US— REPEATED THE ANNOUNCEMENT AND RECEIVED A
GOOD HANDe PREVIOUS TESTIMONY DISCLOSED THAT FROM 80 TO 100 INSTRUC-
TORS RECEIVED THE SAME PAY FOR TEACHING JUDO TO THE EVACUEES. THAT
MEANS THE UNITED STATES TAXPAYERS HAD A PAYROIIL OF 1500 A MOFTH TO
TEACH JAPANESE MILITARY TACTICS TO JAPANESE, COmimTEu SOUTH DAKOTA
CONGRESSMAN KARL MUNDT, MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE* JAMES SAID THAT
ONE JAP 1, 1JCHIDA WAS ARRESTED ON A CHARGE OF ASSAULTING ANOTHER JAP-
ASESE WITH A DEADLY WEAPON, THAT HIS ARREST PRECIPITATED A PERIOD OP
RIOTING AND THAT HE WAS RELEASED PROM THE CAMP JAIL AFTER CONSULTA
ATION WITH SECRETARY OP INTERIOR HAROLD ICKES. UCHIDA*S RELEASE WAS
AUTHORIZED WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAI* A TRIAL WOULD BE HELD. 17HEN
UCHIDA WAS RELEASED INTO CUSTODY OF HIS ATTORNEY THE RIOTING SUB*
SIDED, HE TOLD THE OOm™MTTISE THAT HE DID NOT KNOW OP UCHIDA EVER
HAVING BEEN TRIED AND THAT S TOLD CENTER AUTHORITIES THEY HAD
TRIED THE EVACUEE \8FD SAID HE WAS A REPRESENTATIVE OP THE JAPANESE
IMPERIAL GOVERNITFINT, AND APPOINTED HIM LEADER OP THE C(DMMUNITY PLAN-
NING BOARD AS PUUISHKENT. EHD QUOTES* ——— STORY GIVEN TWO OOL. HEAD
ON INSIDE PAGE. NO ART, NO EDITORIAL COMMENT,

TIMES SAYS—— QUOTES----WITH THE RETURN OFJAPAN WHO HAS BEEN
INTERNED AT BISMARK, N. D. TO THE POSTOK RELOCATION CENTER, BEATING,

TERRORISM AND AGITATION AGAINST THE ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITIES BEGAN.



2> June 12,1943

THE DIES SUBCOMMITTEE WAS TOLD AT ITS HEARING YESTERDAY. THE
INTERNEES ARE THE JAPS WHO WERE ROUNDED UP BY THB FBI, THK NAVY
AND ARMY INTSLLIGEWCE AND THE LOCAL AUTHORMS IMMEDIATELY FOL-
LOWING PEARL HARBOR, THEY ARE EITHER KNO— SUBVERSIVES OR HAD MEKB-
ERSHIP IN JAPANESE ORGANIZATION THAT GAVE GOOD GRU_ FOR BELIEVING
THEY WERE POTE  ALLY DANGEROUS.

TO INTERNIFFIIIT CAMIPS THEY WEUT, PARTICUIJARLY TO BISMUYPM THE FIRST
EVACUEES WENT TO POSTON IH MAY1942* THINGS WERE GOING ALONG
WITHOUT TROUBLE* SOON THE INTERNEES BEGAN ARRIVING AND BY LAST PALL
365 IHTERKEKS HAD BEEN SENT INTO BOSTON PROM BISMARK* THEY WERE
RELEASED PROM BISMRK, SAID JAMES, IN GROUPS PROM H ME TO TIME BY
ALIEN HEARI BOARDe HE BELIEVES THAT I IGRATION DEPT AND THE

US ATTORNEY GENERAL*S OPPIGE RAN THE HEARING BOARDS, THE FBI WAS
NOT NSULTED ON THESE RELEASESe THEN THE TROUBLES BEGAN, CULMIN_
ATING IN THE STRIKE OP NOV.17* END QUOTES. TIMES APPEARS TO

HAVE JUMPED ON BAND".YAGON* DIES STORY HIT FEATURE OLUMN ON PAGE 1
FIRST X SECTION, EQUAL PLAY WITH WAR, INSIDE SLOP OVER OP AT

LEAST THREE COLULNS. SIDEBAR STORY FROM SACRAMENTO ON GOV* WAHREU
SAYING THE RETURN OPJAPANESE TO C™. IPORNIA DURING THE WAR WOULD BE
A BODY BLOW TO OUR SECURITY. LITTLE INSERT BOX STORY PROM LOOMIS
REPORTING PRESEKCIS OP A JAPANESE AI/IERICAH SOLDIER CAUSED A SIT-DOV/N
STRIKE AT KASH DECAMP CO WAREHOUSE. LAST OP BY LINES SERIES ON
POSTON BY REPORTER HANSON SAYS THE VAST MJORITY OP AFIERICAN BORN
JAPANESE AT THE POSTON P DO NOT WANT TO RETURN TO GKj IPORNI NOW
OR AFTER THE WAR* REPORTER HANSOK WAS TURNED IN A BEAUTIFUL FACTUAL

REPORTING JOB IN SERIES OP PIVia ARTICLES ON POSTON* PRACTICALLY NO
INTERPPAETAT ION*

EVENING HERAL3>rrEXPRESS PRACTICALLY REPETITION OP EXAMINER COLOR-
ING, IN SPOTS, JAMES TESTTMONYt

LANGLEY Wl LA
EVENING HERALD-EXPRESS SAYS. QUOTE— MYOR FLETCHER BOWRON

WAS CALLED AS A WITNESSe MAYOR RECENTLY TOOK THE STAND THAT NO
JAPAKE3E WAS QUALIFIED FOR CITIZENSHIP WHETHER BORN IN THE US OR
NOT* AFTER A PROLOG IN WHICH THE MYOR DEALT TH THE REQUEST OF THE
JAPANESE CONSUL HERE IN 1936 BOV/ZRON EXPLAINED HOW SEVERAL JAP ESE
HAD BEEN EMPLOYED IN THE WATER AND PO DEPARTMENT. HE INDICATED
THAT THEIR PLACElI T THERE HAD BEEN AC® MPLISHED B KIYOSHI P*
OKURA, AT THAT TDffi ACTING CHIEF E.AI/JINRR FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE
DEPARTMENT. BOWRON DECIIARED THAT THIS FORMER QLTY EMPI*OYE WHOM

HE CONSIDERED TOO MJGEROUS TO RELEASE, HAD BEEN ALLOWED TO LEAVE
THE RELOCATION CENTER END HAD TAKEN A POSITION TEACHING YOUNG BOYS
K AN INSTITUTION. END QUOTES* PAPER NTINUES TO GIVE TOP LINE
COVERAGE HOWEVER SETTLING DOV TO TRANSCRIPT.

LAt"GLEY OWI LA



SECREST OwWl WA June 14, 1943

JENKINGS OW SF

WSA REPORT.
SUNDAYS ONLY TWO PAPERS HAVii THIS TO SAY ON SATURDAY HEARING---
EXAMINER. QUOTES —  TESTIMONY BEFORE DIES SUBCOMMITTEE

STRONGLY INDICATED THAT JAPANESE IN THE POSTON RELOCATION CuNTKR MAY
HAVE BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR THili WRECK OP A TROOP-LADEN O UTHERN PAC-
IFIG TRAIN ON THE DESERT ON JULY 27,1942, IN WHICH TWO WERE KILLED
AND A NUMBER OP ARMY PLYBRS INJURED. THIS STARTLING DEVELOP T
AIIONG WITH TESTIMUITE THAT IT IS POSSIBLE FOR THit JAPANESE TO SAB-
OTAGE BOULDER AND PARKER DAMS, AND COMMUNICATION LINES, AND MAKE
CONTACTS WITH ENEMY AGENTS WERE AMONG THK HIGHLIGHTS OF THE HEARINGe
OTHER DEVELOPMENTS (1)WASHINGTON OFFICIALS SAID EX  SES FOR FOUR
REPRESENTATIVES OF ROCHDALE, N. Y. CONSUMER GSOOPERATIVt MOVEMENT WMh
PAID TO COME OUT TO POSTON AND SET UP A OP STORE THAT W)ULD SELL
UNBNANDED MERCHANDISE, (2) TWENTY HEADS OP THK NOTORIOUS LOS ANGIILES
TOKYO CLUB, GAMBLING ESTABLISHMENT, MOVKD TO POSTON AFTER
CREATING DISTURBA S AT THa FORMKR JAPANESE CAMP AT SANTA ANITA
TRACK (3) IT #AS DISCLOSiliJ THAT AN UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF JAPANESE
FROM HAWAIl H A B KKW MOVED 0O» TWO GAMPS IN ARKANSAS BY ORB OF
ARMY AUTHORITIES, U) HUNDREDS OF ARMS IN THE FORM OF PIPE AND STEEL
¥KRE STOLJIK FROM ADJACENT GONTRUCTION PROJECTS AND SECRETED AT
POSTON BY THIS JAPANESE, END QUOTES.

TIMES SAYS. QUOTES ... POSSIBILITY THAT THE BURNING OF A
RAILWAY TRESTLIH ON THE SANTA FE RAILROAD WKST OF THE COLORADO RIVER
LAST® JUNE MIGHT HAVE BEEH THci WORK OP JAPANESE SABOTEURS PROM POSTON
RELOCATION Cil TER #AS CONSIUiiiRit BY THK DIES SUBGOMMITTiIEU

IN THE COURSE OF ITS HEARING WHKN NORRIS JAMES WAS ON THE WITNESS
STAM), THE COMMITTEE HMRD READ BY ACTING COUNSEL STKDMAN AN EXCERPT
OF A MEMORANDUM DEALING WITH CONDITIONS AT POSTON. A PART OP THE
MORAWDUM RELATED INCIDM TS OF SABOTAGE OF A TELEPHO LINE RUN-
m m BETWEEN PARKER, ARIZONA AND BLYTHE, GAL., PASSING WEAR THE
POSTON CAMP, LATiIIR, THE MEMORANDUM RKPIIRR"D TO THE RAILROAD TRESTLE
BURNING. m Wm ICH A TRAIN PROM PHOENIX CARRYING A CONTINGENT OP
FLYERS TRAINEU AT LUKE FIELD BOUND FOR THE COAST PLUNOBI) INTO THu
BURNING TRESTLE. TWO PERSONS WERK KILLED, THK FBI AND OTHER
AUTHORITIES CONDUCTED AN EXHAUSTIVE INVESTIGATION AND 0O INCLUDED
THK BURMHG AS A DEFINITE ACT OF SABOTAGE, AS YET NO ONE HAS BEEN

APPREHENDED, THE MEMORANDUM POINTED OUT THE TRESTLE CDULD HAVE
BEEN REACHED BY ANY JAP SABOTEUR WHO NEEs>1iD ONLY TO SWIM ACROSS THE
COLORADO RIVER AT A POINT WHERE THIS COULD BE ACCOMPLISHED READILY,

NOT PAR PROM POSTON* END QUOTES.
LANDLEY OWI LA
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(This statement read by Mr, Cozzens over the

tactical line)
June 17,1943

Japanese Internees: Dies vs WRA

Group won*t allow Official at Hearing

Los Angeles, June 16
San Francisco Chronicle, June 17. AP Report.

The Dies Sub-Committee iInvestigating Japanese relocation
camps today announced that it had rejected an offer by the WRA
to have a representative participate in the hearing.

We do not want any representative of this agency to come
here and attempt to censor any testimony developed in this hear-
ingll Chairman Costello said*

Dillon S. Myer, WRA Head, had suggested that R# B. Cozzens,
Field Assistant Director of Saa Francisco, come to Los Angeles to
see that a factual statement of the ppoceedings was sent out*

1 I have declined Mr, Myerfs afferH Costello said, 1Japm -
ese evacuees at Manzanar Relocation Center are getting preference
over American citizens in the purchase of food,u a witness test-
ified at the hearings today* Thomas L. Cavett, former invest-
igator of the relocation centers for the State Legislative Coinmit-
tee, said Jhat the 9143 evacuees at Manzanar were getting an average
of 10,000 pounds of beef, 5,000 pounds of pork, 2500 pounds of lamb
and mutton a week. rVhere iIs i1t secured"” asked Congressman Carl
Mundt of South Dakota* IS purchased by the Army. nDoes that
mean that the Japanese are getting preference.H 1I¥es, that is
truel replied Cavett, nEvery pound of meat purchased by the Army
for the Japanese is just that much less for civilians*r, ¥ hen
the Office of War 13iformation ought to beam, this information to
Japan and let them know that their people are getting better food than
our own citizenst Mundt said.



REM/iRKS OF REFRESENTAUVE P. EBERHi-JITER
March of Time, Au”ist 26,1943.

ANNOUNCER

Last.June, in Los Angeles, a three-man congressional subcommittee
completed an investigation of western evacuee centers for alien and U.S.-
born Japanese. One higli spot was the testimony of a former official of the
Poston, Arizona, Japanese relocation center, Harold H. Townsend

VOICE Ti -

Tile Japanese are hoarding food, bread, and other supplies for Japanese
parachute troops and invasion forces.

ANNOUNCER:

This week, the subcommittee published its report. Said chairman
John M. Costello of California

VOICE 2

Japanese are being released without adequate checks on their loyalty
to the United States. Among the Japanese set free are 23 member# of the
Butoku-kai, a subversive youth section of the Black Dragon soci”™”®

i1 VNNOUNCER

But Chairman Costello was speaking only for himself and South Dakota®s
Representative Karl E, Mundt. Hearing the same testimony, the third member
of that subcommittee disagreed v/ith his colleagues5 conclusions, disputed
their statements, had recommendations of his own to make. Tonight, that
congressman, Herman P. Eberharter of Pennsylvania, is at our March of Time
microphone in Washington, D, C. Mr. Eberharter.

EBERHARTER:

After careful consideration, I cannot avoid the conclusion that the
report of the majority of the investigating subcomnittee is prejudiced.
Most of its statements are not proven. The stories of Japanese hiding food"
bread, and other supplies for an enemy invasion force were shown ridiculous
when projects were visited. So far 16,000 evacuees have been released, yet
the report seeks to make a great deal of the release of 25 who were members
of 3utoku-kai— a Japanese fencing society. Neither the report nor the
hearings offered any evidence that any of the 23 were subversive.

After wind and fury, the report implies the V' Relocation Authority
is doing a very bad job, stressing a fevi shortcomings and ignoring the many-
good points our investigation disclosed. The evidence showed the WRa is
doing a good job in handling an extremely difficult problem. The majority
report repeats the charge that the Japanese evacuees were supplied v/ith
food in greater variety and quantity than to the average U.S. citizen.
Evidence completely rebutted that charge. All rationing restrictions are
strictly applied, and food costs have averaged about 40 cents a day per
person.

Contrary to the majority report of the Dies subcommittee, evidence
indicates there is much less crime of any kiM in the relocation centers
than in an American comimmity of the same size. The climax of the majority
report is three feeble, meaningless recommendations. agree fTully with
the first: that segregation of the disloyal Japanese be effected at once.

OM-247



But this program was announced by Ne 1 months ago. Intelligent determination
of the.loyaltv of more than 100M000 people cannot be made in a .week or a
month, and the s efforts to be fTairly certain in its actions is commend-
able . "Tre second recomiaendati-On of the majority is that a nev; board tie made
up representing the WIA and the intelligence agencies of the government, to
pass on applications for release. But there has always been close coopera-
tion betvreen the ¥ar Relocation Authority and army and navy intelligence

and the FBI. One more board is unnecessary and would simplv divide respon-
sibility. The third and last recoramendation favors a thorough-going program
of Americanization for Japanese who remain in the eonters. Of course 1
favor that, just as I »m agains,t sin* Considering the magnitude of the job,
the difficulty of the legal issues involved that is, the constitutionality
of confining citizens not charged with any crime—-and considering the
complexity and delicacy of the problem of resettling such a large number

of people in the midst of a war, the YIIRA has acted efficiently and capably.

I think it is better to let the MU carry on, unhampered by imfaiir criticisnu

000

OM-247



/of
/Ny z

fy/

u ~
r A












u Vig
~Ua IuM
hay (jJFAUAJII
/yJkIn
|
1" 4
S
HI/"J

d

~NCN/N

P

[M 444\X<5






