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An Analysis of the Repatriate Group at Manzanar

On August �| ��4� ¤  attended a series of interviews 
in which Mrs. D*Ille of the Welfare Department discussed pla ns 
for travel �d Tule Lake with members of the repatriate and ex�
patriate group, On this day she was interviewing fami ly heads 
(and also members of the family if they appeared) in order to 
determine whether all segregants vould be able to travel or 
whether infirmities, pregnancies, etc* might necessitate sp ecia Ø �

arrangements. She also answered questions which repatriat es or 
members of their families asked and told them where they  could 
obtain legal aid or information about property and baggage ar�
rangements* Mrs. D^l le very kindly took time to draw  out in�
formation in which she thought I might be especially interested, 
and it is largely due to her thoughtfulness in this  regard 
that some of the most illuminating particulars emerg ed.

While I was present the representatives of 27 families 
were heard. Ninety-three individuals were involved in decision s 
concerning these 27 families. One family was large, consisting 
of father, mother and seven children. In two others  three 
children were involved. But most were families with but one or  
two children or were cases of couples with no children, with 
no children at Manzanar or with children in Japan only.

I was considerably interested, of course, in the rea- 
sons for repatriation by which these people have been motivated. 
One of the most conspicuous of these can be called the personal- 
familj. It has been generated by the war but it is not du e 
primarily to a feeling of patriotism or attachment to Japan.
The first person to be interviewed exemplified this part icular 
motivation. His initial question was f,When will the Grip sholm 
sail? �� He explained that his children are in Japan, caught 
there by the war while visiting relatives. Not long afte r 
Pearl Harbor he got a telegram through the Red Cross infor ming 
him that his daughter was very sick. He has not been a ble to 
obtain further word concerning her health. His one thought is 
to be reunited with his children and to determine the stat e of 
health of the girl who was reported ill. He signed for repa�
triation in the hopes that this would be the speediest manne r 
of attaining these ends. The war enters into his th inking



mainly because it is the factor that prevents direct co mmuni�
cation and reunion with his children. Evacuation divested 
him of all but personal property. In view of his conce rn over 
his children �here is little to hold him here at a time of war, 
especially when he must live here under the unfavorable condi�
tions created by evacuation*

Another man explained that he is mugh worried about a 
his mother, who is seventy-one years old. He supported her o n 
his earnings as a gardener, sending her money every month* Now 
his possessions are gone and he can do nothing for her until 
he gets to Japan, where he hopes to work and aid her on ce more.
As a result of his overwhelming sense of obligation this man 
is taking his wife and three children to Japan* The chi ldren 
range in age from �� to �5 years. None of them holds Japanese 
citizenship.

One of the finest and most respected men in the Cen�
ter, a person who has worked faithfully in the welfare Division, 
told much the same stcry. He came to the office with his  hand�
some wife and two beautiful daughters. He expressed regret  
that he felt obligated to make a decision to leave America, 
which had been his home since ����. He also stated that he had 
no special interest in Tule Lake* � Ø Ø Ike Manzanar best* I 
don’t like tc go to Tule Lake, but I can’t help it,M i s the way 
he put it* HI have a feeling of responsibility for the old 
people in Japan; that is the only reason/ � he explained. MMy 
mother, father and one sister are in Japan. My fathe r is 72, 
my mother is ? �  years old, I have been helping them and cannot 
do it as long as the war lasts and £  am here. Also my wife 
has relatives in Japan about whom she is worrying• � It is evi�
dent that this family would have continued to live in t his 
country and that this man would have continued to discharge his 
obligations to his parents from this side of the sea  had not 
the war come* The family had purchased a home, which has la tely- 
been sold, in the name of the eldest daughter. Had war b een 
declared �� years or even 5 years later the old people who are 
drawing the family to Japan would probably be gone and there  
would be no thought of return. As it is these worthy and  
peaceable alien residents and their two lovely and entire ly 
Americanized children are being lost to this nation*

Quite often to the personal-family factor is added an 
economic element. This is the case with a man and wife who 
operated a restaurant in Los Angeles until the time of evacuation 
Their equipment and most of their investment were lost* The 
man's father, who is in Japan, is old-- �old enough so that ¤



should take care cf him,M T^o children of the couple are i n 
Japan with the grandparents, In this instance it is diffic ult 
to separate the personal from the economic factors. The man 
naturally wishes to be reunited with his parents and children 
at this critical time* But he also is plainly aware  that he
has lost his economic stake in this country and wil l inherit
from his#father, who is now old, If- he can get to Jap an. In 
view of what has happened to his fortunes in this coun try, the 
family assets remaining in Japan are now more attracti ve.

In another group of cases the economic motive, or 
what is better described as the economic-uncertainty element 
was definitely dominant. In these instances the family head 
has suffered severe financial loss and sees no way of rehabi�
litating himself in this country in the future because of 
age, because of legal obstacles (alien land la^s, e tc,,) or 
because of anticipated discrimination* In the past, Japane se 
in this country who suffered reverses could look for ai d from 
relatives or associates of their own group* But the lo sses 
sustained during evacuation have been so general and so seve re 
that this is now a forlorn hope. Therefore many who hav e lost 
heavily assume that whatever assistance they receive from oth ers 
must come from relatives in Japan, Accordingly those who have
kin in Japan whom they think may be in a position to help them,
look to the Orient rather than to this country as th e place 
where they ?;ill be best ahle to make a fresh start.

One old man, whose appearance gave unmistakable evi�
dence of the years of toil on celery ranch which he had  
developed near Venice, expressed this view in these wor ds*

� I have a sister, a brother, and a daughter in Japan *
I am 62 ysars old now# X hav© b66n ��6re in Ainerica. 4 � years*
I really am an American; I feel that I am an American, £>r I
have been here 4 � years* But I think of it this way* If the 
war lasts 5 years I will be �� years old* It will be too late 
to start in again then. If I get back to Japan now I stil l can 
work: I can make enough ���� which to live. That s all I wa Û �

My daughter ?vill help me out and I think it is cheap ©r to live 
in Japan than here. Here these young boys will get all the  jobs 
I !m sorry I*m an old grandfather, I never thought I !d be a 
nuisance in this United States after 4 � years, but that*s the 
way it is*H

Another case which belongs to the Sam© category is 
that of a man who lost most of his assets in a restauran t he 
operated in Los Angeles for fifteen years. He has a father an a 
two brothers in J^pan r̂id feels that it will be safer t o s ar 
over in the ceuntry of his origin after the war,



In another instance a man and wife and the wife*s 
parents are eager to reach Japan* They feel that they  have a 
better alternative than trying to restore the family econ omy 
in this country, for the woman has a relative who owns an 
important mining property in Manchuria, and they hope  to share 
in this wealthy

Still another man has a ninety year old father in Japan 
from whom he will inherit property. Now that he is disposse ssed 
here the family property looms large in his future plans*

Still another motive for repatriation can be termed 
cultural-national. In these instances the individua l feels 
his affiliation with Japanese culture so strongly or his 
sympathy as a national of Japan is so decidedly with the mother 
coiintry, that he feels he should be in Japan at this  period cf 
crisis and conflict, A good example of this attitud e was that 
of a man who declared, when he was asked why he wanted to re�
patriate, �One of the main reasons is to put myself definitely 
on record as a Japanese. That*s the main thing#r, He w as 
quick to point out the HJapanese *• character of the whcle family 
saying: r,My wife is a Nisei; she was born in this count ry.
But she was taken to Japan at �8 months and came back at the 
age of �7* She is Japanese,H This man’s resentment at the 
United States and his self-identification with Japan were un- 
mistakable^ But these emotions, it should be stated, c annot be 
entirely separated from the economic picture. Of his forme r 
business he said grimlys ��� used to live in 7/est Lost Angeles 
and work at the nursery business, kt  evacuation it was all 
cleaned up,u

k young man � a kibei, who has spent � the last �� 
years in Japan and whose parents are in Japan, feels th at it is 
his obligation to the Japanese government to return at the  
earliest possible moment# He explained his position thus; ��� came 
to the United States in ��4-�, When I left I told the Japanese 
government that I would be back in two years, I married here , 
got a wife here and we have a baby. That*s all I have le ft of 
my trip to the United States* �� His stay in this country ha's 
been �a trip’’ to this man and repatriation is the logical and 
honest step for him to take*

A second yoimg man, also a kibei, seemed hostile and 
sullen. He returned to this country in ��� ,̂ after �6 years 
in Japan, When asked whether he had been working he replied,
� I haven �t been working (at Manzanar) lately* I don’t feel 
like working � It * s too hot I guess*’.

The most pathetic instance of this kind was that



of the issei father who is paying a high personal pri ce for 
sending his two beys to Japan for their education* The boys 
were sent to Japan in ��24, One returned in ���7» the other 
reentered the United States in �� 4 � . Both, though they are 
American-born, have requested repatriation* Their f oreign-born 
father refuses to do so. The old man came to the heari ng with 
the one son with whom he is on sp>eaking terms. He te stified 
that he had little control over the boys, particularly o ver the 
one who had returned in �� 4 � . He said that he would go with 
his sons to Tule Lake but that he did not wish to return to 
Japan and would not do so, though the boys would go at the first 
opportunity* The old issei, as a result of long and  continuous 
residence in this country has become more assimilated and  Ameri�
canized than his native-born sons l

There were a few cases that did not lend themselves  
to the three broad categories mentioned. One is tha t of an 
uneducated and poorly endowed farmer from the Florin, Californi a 
region who wishes to take his family of nine to Japan. He has 
no living relatives in Japan. There is no property^h ere which 
he expects to obtain. All that sustains him in M s  re guest for 
repatriation is the sense of helplessness and frustration sfc 
having lost his farm, and the pious hope that he will be somehow 
better treated and more fortunate in Japan. Out of loy alty to 
the parents the older children have sighed individu al repatria�
tion forms, though they are obviously dismayed at the turn of 
affairs* Said the oldest girlj

HI don*t know whether I would be willing to live in 
Japan the rest of my life. But whatever my father decides is  
all right. At times like these I dohH want argument in th e 
family and i don �t want to have my father worrying about me,H

The oldest boy, who has iust reached the age of �8, 
decided to sign the individual repatriation request on the same 
grounds, declaring:

!,If I have to go I will* If parents go to Tule Lake 
I*d better go too. �

That the father has little conception of the legal aad 
political implications of what is taking place is indic ated by 
his remark; �I want to be sure that my son can come back to 
America after the war Ê ’

Probably the most touching of the cases which do not
yield to neat classification is t M t  of a man and wife | neither
of whom is in good health. When asked about their mot ives and 
whether they had many relatives or particular interes in J apan, 
the old man responded:



�� No, I have ony one sister in Japan and she is poor. 
The reason ¤  signed it was that I understood that for every 
Japanese that went to Japan, an American w)uld be brought ba ck 
to this country• For that reason I signed it and I want t o 
leave it that way even though it is disappointing , the nu mber 
of Americans that have got back.* �

To summarizes The dominant motivations for repatria�
tion requests of 27 families at Manzanar have been anal ysed 
and classified. Since this is almost half of the to tal number 
of families involved, it is considered a fair sampl e. With 
few exceptions (allowing of course idr  overlapping and multiple 
factors) the dominant motives can be brought under thre e head�
ings, namely, personal-family, economlc-undertainty, and cul�
tural-national, By far the greater number of cases f all into 
the Tlrfst ^wo categories. The first category exist s primarily 
because Japanese immigration to this country has been so recent 
that kinship and personal ties between the immigran ts and re�
latives in Japan have not been finally severed* The second  
category is largely the result of evacuation, Active dis loyalty 
to the United States or hostility against this country are no t, 
consequently, the driving forces behind repatriation requests , 
despite the popular belief to the contrary. .
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