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April 2,

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play 
Room 203, ��� California Street 
San Francisco

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

I think my recent letter must have crossed your letter 
in which you send material for me to sign and send out. A s 
indicated in that letter I think it will be much more in fluential 
here in the South and better in every way if the letter  of 
invitation goes out from the executive head who is supposed to 
be acting on the Joint Judgments of his Executive Commi ttee and 
his Advisory Board, the names of which bodies you list and t he 
representative character of which you properly emphasiz e. That 
procedure, I am sure, makes the invitation a more d ignified and 
more attractive one than if the letter goes out ove r a single 
name. At any rate, I am sure that I can best serve a cause in 
which I believe if 1 act in a way that appeals to m y Judgment, 
rather in one that represents the Judgment of any one who uses me 
as a rubber stamp. This last technique has been use d so much, 
especially lately, that I think it has made many peopl e somewhat 
suspicious of it.
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April 3, 1943

Mrs. Harry Kingman, Executive Secretary,
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play,

2227 UnionSt., Berkeley, Calif.

Dear Mrs. Kingman: Re By-laws

Despite your admirable desire to have the By-laws  

brief, I am of the opinion that the document submitted is too  much  

so. In a "voluntary association” such as ours (that is, one not  

formally incorporated), it is particularly importan t that the by-laws  

set up the general framework fromthe ground up; that they nevertheless  

provide a flexible machinery (plenty of "mays” inste ad of "shalls");  

and that there a reasonably conservative provision f or their  

amendment.

These features I have tried to incorporate in the  

enclosed suggestion. Please feel that I have no pride  of author�

ship; I am simply trying to give our Committee the benefit of a  

long experience in such matters in both corporation s for profit  

and non-profit organizations both voluntary and inc orporated.

Many features in my draft are responsive to specific troubles that  

arose and had to be "fixed” by amending by-laws or ad ding new parts.

With kindest personal regards to Harry and your

good self, I am
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Apr i l  12, 19^3.

Dear Mrs* %lngman :  (/ ✓

I have just been talking to Mrs. Lopez and she to ld  me 
that you knew of a job for a social worker and imme diately 
I began to wonder what sort it was and if Kay Mano who is 
at Denson would fit at all. She is not a t ra ined so cial 
worker, but is t ry ing to get out to the New York Sc hool of 
Social Work. She hos, however, been prepar ing for s ocial 
work at the Universi ty but has not had  her  graduate  year, 
and has been work ing with the social services ever since 
evacuation, first in the Fresno Center and  now at D enson.
I think that Mr. B la isdel l  knows her. She is a dand y *nd 
we are anxious to see her on her  way somewhere, al t hough 
she is not one of our girls. So, just on a chance, I a m 
wr i t ing you. She does not have money for graduate w ork.

We are to have another meet ing on Thursday, and thi s 
time we are sending out a postal  to everyone who se ems at 
al l  possible. I went to Poston dur ing our vacation,  which 
was early this year, and  Mrs. Korngold ar r ived ther e just 
as I left. We have been compar ing notes, and came t o some 
of the same conclusions. If Mrs. McLaughl in is not avai l �
able we shall run the meeting, but I hope that Mrs.  McL. 
wi l l  be here. She is to be in town, we know, but we  have 
not heard from her  d i rect ly  yet.

I think that we are about to f ind us a treasurer, a nd 
we wil l  unfreeze the money which lies in the safe i n the 
Methodist Church and send on a contr ibut ion to the committee. 
We hope now to get up some steam ourselves.

We have some good names for the general committee.
Would you like them, and like to ask them from ther e, rather 
than have us make a list af ter  sounding them out? I  think 
that some would be more apt to respond to an inv i ta t ion 
from your end. You are very impressive, you know. I  f ind 
that there are more people than I had thought who a re sym�
pathetic, but some are cagey a/bout get t ing involve d. Per�
haps they think we are a bunch of sob sisters, but most ly 
it is because they are busy at too many other thing s just 
now. I just l ined up one of our promis ing lawyers.

Please excuse a hur r ied note. Have you any suggest i ons 
as to prof i table things for us to do? For instance,  is there 
any act ion which seems most pressing? Let us know i f gnd 
when it is a g o o d t i m e  to send letters to our represe nta�
tives. I e-m- nol.n g ^ M V ^send you a copy of a good l etter which 
came from one of our older graduates who is on the outside.

I would  not have missed the t r ip to Poston for anyt hing. 
I was a wreck when I got home, walked mi les a nd sa w so many 
things and people that I was in a whirl. More peopl e ought 
to make the effort to visi t  their fr iends as they a re cer�
tainly grateful, and the returns are very great.

Sincerely yours, _

~//u* /
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SPECIAL DELIVERY

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman,
2207 Union Street,
Berkeley, California.

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Your  ear l ier  le t ter  must have been misp laced 

on my  desk, or not enclosed w i th  the let terheads wh ich  you f 

sent me, because I knew noth ing of your request unt i l I 

received your let ter  o f  April 26th. In any event, I  

have wr i t ten today the six persons ment ioned in you r let ter  

of  Apri l  26th, in the form of your  suggested letter , and 

have enclosed in each case a copy of the press rele ase.

Yours sincerely,

MEH:MFM
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April 29, 1943

My dear Ruth:

I have signed the enclosed letter to General  

DeWitt, thinking it may be wise to submit it to the Execu-  

tive Committee on Fridayr Unfortunately, I leave for the

South tonight and cannot attend. Please present my apologies.

Cordially yours,

Mrs. Ruth Kingman  
2207 Union Street  
Berkeley, California
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April 30, 1945

Mrs* Ruth W, Kingman 
2207 Union Street 
Berkeley, California

Dear Sirs. Kingman:

Acknowledging your letter of April 23, I have to confess 
that I have been so very hard-pressed in recent weeks  
that I havenft paid much attention to my mail and have 
entirely failed to address the persons whose names you 
gave me, inviting them to act on the Advisory Board*

I will look up your letter and try to kcknowledge, but 
I would very much appreciate it at this time if you co uld 
prepare letters for Mr. Harrison os/frisher to extend these 
invitations *

DPBslb
David Prescott Barrows


