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Smeltzer Notes
April119,1944

Hampshire, I1l1linois -
May 3,1945

Dear Brother Smeltzer,

had hoped to hear from you before now concerning, the re-location
of Japanese in Marengo, 111. community. The newspapers which
carried articles about the matter distorted the sentiment prevalent
among the majority of people in Marengo Coranrunity. The ministers
of Marengo and several other folks including myself had an open
letter in the local news last week which we hoped would help clear
up some of the misunderstandings concerning the whole matter. Ido
not know of the very latest developments In the case as to whether
the WRA is still considering placing Nisei men here with the Cur-
tis Candy Company.

One of the farmers iIn my owi Con%Be%atlon_has repeatedly asked
about %ettlng a Japanese_ farmer to help him on a large dairy.
These Tolks are substantial people and a fine Christian atmso-
sphere prevails in the home. They live within walking distance of
our church at Harniiny, At present however are so situated
that they could only” take a single man and not a family but he
said that 1f need be he would even build a small house fora
family* He 1is desperatelx in need of help on his farm. His -name
IS Mr, Herman JTohlIng - Address - Hampshire, 111lnoise He would
take a man |mmed|ate!¥_and give him work the year round. He 1is
willing to pay prevailing wages and is capable of doing so. |
believe iIn the Harmony community there would be no opposition to

a Nisel.
ReT. Arnold Lambarth



Smeltzer File
Apri1119,1944 -

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Smeltzer,

Hellp there, sorry to bother you but I would appreciate very
much if you would help me find an apartment and also a jod as a
typist or office girl in an office.

KTm 18 yrs. old and a high school graduatej "and Was a foimier
hosteler from Sept.12 to 15. 1!m now worklng for Dr. Bertha
Gae Fisher, 416”N. Austin Blvd., Oak Park as both office and
domestic worker. Thos woman doctor who happens to be my present
employer has such a high temper and criticizes so much that I am
almost a nervous v/reck (I hope not, but will be If stay
here any longer). She -said she would pav me 145.00 a month 1w
the beginning but she only pays me $7,00 a week instead for all
my work. Gosh, from morning tdll night “nexpected to be doing
something for her. Even though ired and worn out she makes
me do this and that® if | dont she yells her head off and scares
me to death. She even uses force like hlttl@% me on the head,
spanking me, pullln? hair, or something like that when she gets
angjv. 'Never to all my life have | been scolded or mistreated
as Doctor Fisher has done to me.

Following 1is a brief description of her—

Height - 5ft. 3 in. _

A%e -- About 50 - 60 yrs. gray hairs

Glasses worn. _ )

Flares up _easily - hot tempered at timese

Cusses quite often. o

Gossips about people she dislikes.

Kind at times but not very often.

Brags about herself. ) i

Likes to boss me around in front of patients--often
embarrasses me by contradicting how dumb  am or tells
them about all the mistakes | make-- _

Suspicious of every new pptient who is a man.

Does not have any tact whatsoever. ) N
Hates to admit her om mistakes but likes to coMiient _
on every little mistakes | make and scolds me for "tlien.
No sympathy. )

Changeable emotions.

W duties for ¢7.00 a x"eek with room and board.

d< % g‘% OCO~NOOMUNR

>

1 Get breakfast, lunch, and supper.

= Answer "teleplion e calls to doorbells*
= General housework - 7 rooms,

~ a. Dust each room everyday.

b. Wash dishes evel?y meal.
¢ Sweep the floors.

Make the beds. ] L _ )
Wash the doctors lingerie ind stocking every morning
. Clean the bathtub, wash bowel, and toilet everyday.
v;ipe and clean the Venetian blind every other day.

(Contd. on back)

© =0



Go over the rugs with the vaccuum every Friday.
; LauEdry (Monday} tea towel [lunch cloth, lingerie,
napkin’e ]
. Scrub the kitchen, bathroom, and 2 bedrooms.
Iron (Tuesday) Sheets, bath towels, linens, etc.
. Water the plants.
Empty wastebasket. )
Keep the stove and refrigerator elean., *
0. Other odd gobs around the house.
< Rectiondst during office hours. ? - g ém.
- 8: m.
S Sterilize the instruments used :NI'Eatientg.
Gié;yﬁe out histories of patients.
7 *Take dictation.
s File. ) o
© Assist with umine examination.
© Type out bills and mail at end of the month.
> RUn errands now and then.

-I:

.3.3—??\—.

Thursday and Sunday afternoons are my day-offs, but if I
stax home ITn told to do this and that so _that it hardly seems like
? d?y—off to me since | do not have an™.time to relax or do as

please.

i I have come to the conlusion that this position as both of-
fice and domestic 1is too strenuous and the hours are too long for
the _salary now get. _If_the Doctors .is understandable, kind, and
patient I"would be satisfied to work here 1) she does not have
any pa-Dience and i1s too diominant Yer me.

Would 1t be advisable to change to another job with just
8 Jars, a day instead of from 6:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m.? 1 v/ould
like your advice on v/hat steps should takee If 1t _is advisable
please helR me find_a nice apartment and a pesition in an office
nearby* Thanks a million 1l

Am lonesome and unhappy here--—

"Please v/rite at your earliest convenience.
Most sincerel3 yours,
Yuriko Toki

416 N, Austin Blvd.
Oak Park,. "111.
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14 Question need for afe hostel. Friends closed theirs; Brethrens
even curtailing their activities and redirecting. Buddhists
welcome at Breth. Hostel. Already large no. of Buddhists
18t© been servede

2, Cannot oppose Buddhist Ch. on religious grounds. However, op-
pose because of their secular activities. ™ Therever Christian
churches in America were organized, Buddhist came along after
and established schools, first, got older people next, and

hen formed churches.

These Buddhist centers were responsible for most trouble of
evacuation. Christian nministers were asked by Buddhist to
intermediate at evacuation and in centers. Yet~they do not
acknowledge otr sip rml%e it. jih fact, used this b.6lp to fur—
'th.ar "Il own ends. ?fOr6 pro—Hs8116sO In ceivfoeps, entered
Dolitics, and ran everything. Buddhists could and would prob-
ably cooperate in relocation areas,

3# Buddhist hostel would immediately be a center for Japanese and
would be a 'big success* Social activies and big J.-A. dances
will come under Buddhist sponsorship.

4. Kono 32 yrs. 01d an alien.

5. Buddhist Church in Chicago would be democratic. Priests would
e do what people want* Ho precedent or traditions can start an /

and fresh.

6. Buddhist Church here would be much more segregated than Kuzu-
harat s.

7. Cannot help Buddhist get statted if we refused to help Kuzu-

harae
8* Kubose more orthodox, than the popular Sinn sect in U.S.
Wants to go baclc to original Buddhist. *

9# Advisory Comm, is advocating integration not segregation. There-
fore, cannot help in formulating segregated®group, Buddhist
or otherwise*

10. Bu
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Report No, 6, Nov. 6,1942

Table of Contents:
Comlng_to Manzanar
Our Objectives ) i
Working toward our Objectives
What 1s Right with INfe.nzanar
What 1s Wrong with Manzanar
Our Recommendations

TEor some time we were not sure that a Japanese Relocation
Center was the place where we could serve best. Our_summer had
been spent serving the migrants* We all know that tiiere are eex-
ceedingly few Brethren interested in migrant problems. But in_
comparison there 1is a dearth of Brethren engaged in_understanding
and aiding the Japanese evacuees. _Qur unique experiences iIn con-
nection with the evacuation in California, Interest shown by
.the Brethren Service Committee and &. opportunity to live and wark
in a Relocation Center all contributed to our decision to follow
further the Japanese problem. The church needs to hear the voice
of the forsaken Japanese. However, v/e_have not given up our
interest in the peculiar problems of the migrant,T,

_nOn September 16, Mrs. Smeltzer and made civil service ap-
plications for teaching_positions at the Mananar Japanese Reloca-
tion _centere Since religious workers -as such are not permitted
to live within the centers, Dr. Carter, the Superintendent of
Schools here, suggested at that time that any religious work that
| wished to do could be done upon a part-time basis. She further
suggested that when the Japanese became acquainted with me and
asked me to serve on_a fuller basis that she would release me
from ray teaching duties to do whatever | considered more signifi-
cant/ 1

T™n September 22 we received a wire from Manzanar asking us
to report for duty on the S8th, We arrived here September E/ 1in
the midst of a typacal Mananar dust storm..... T

Smeltzer defines his objectives at nzanar as follows:

"First, we decided to attempt to relocate as many evacuees
as possible in se!f-sugportlng employment. This vk felt would
help most in undoing the terrible evacueation, 1in building Ja-
panese morale, and 1n ultimately solving the Japanese proSleme”

TOur second objective is to help build morale in camp and
prepare for relocation.eee"

n_ur third main reason for being here is to keep the outside
world informed about camp life.®

ﬂAIthqu%h it may feeem incidental in comparison, we do want to
do a good job of teaching.n
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The following are_extracts from Ralph E. Smeltzer” reports_to
the Brethren Service Committee Upon Japanese erican Relations.
The series report the Smeldczer,s observations and experiences
at the tSanzanar Center and the Brethren Hostel in Ghicago.

Report No. 1, April 21,1942

) In this report, Smeltzer describes the conditions at the
lianzanar and Santa Anita Centers, and the government policies
being followed iIn the operation of the centers. He relates the
work being done by the Friends Service Conmiittee inuch of whose
interest at_this time was _apparently directed toward relocation*
The concluding section raises the question nihat The Brethrens
Can Doft. He declares:

umiAT “HIE BRETHREN CAM DO--Although there are a number of
things that_the Brethren can and should do, both alone and
IR cooperation Y/ith the Friends, wish here to suggest only
three.

1, If possible make scholarships available to McPherson
and Manchester Colleges for Japanese student evacuees*

g, Investigate western and mid-western co3nities for
possible relocation settlements; and take steps both
with the government and with those comraunities for the
resettlement of small groups if it becomes possible.

3. Investigate the possibilities of placin g new teachers
and those who have or might lose their Jobs, in any.
new Japanese settlements. This may be done by writing
to Wasitington D. Ce”

are
™ tendencies iIn Brethren thinking/is eV|dent:§]. Follow
the program started by the Friends and supplement, and (2) Place
special emphasis on relocation work. It i1s clear that Smeltzer
was not yet tiiinking of estab isfciing a Aostel*

Report No. 5, Sept.11,1942

In this report Smeltzer describes the Yisalia evacuation and
the problems encountered when his church attempted to aid the
evacuees preparing lunches* The second part considers the
question of further aid to evacuees, and here again he.main em-
phasis 1s on relocation. He declares:

that clearly seems to be the most lasting and Christian
solution to the problem is to relocate all 1S5,000 into comijiuniisies
where they may continue to live as normal and productive a Tife
as possible and v/here thej® may continue to malee their needed
contribution to our grea countrg. This cannot be done bY govern-
ment nor by government decree. Public opinion must be willing
to accept this solution. Government action can only follow such
opinione_ uith a war as its first concern the government will find
Iittle _time to_creat a favorable public gpinion. It becomes
increaisnly evident that i1f such an opinion iIs to be created it

will be done only by sensitive, religious people of good will.”
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Letter from Smeltzer
To: Leland S. Brubaker & R. Zigler, Brethren S, C., Elgin, 111.
December 31, 194w

There iIs another subject that is far _more pressing at the
moment. 1 will go into some detail coneerinng 1t. Enclosed is
a letter I_¥ecentl sent to Davi Henleg, ExecutAve Secretary
of the Pacific Coast Branch of the A.F.S.C., at his request.” It
wipla what have been doing since schools closed December 8
and w resulting observations. It indicates tvw/o outstanding relo-
cation problems: the lack of jobs and the red tape necessary in
effective relocation.

The W.R*A. is _taking steps to decrease the latter but it
has not Ket swung iInto action on gettlng jobs. Eight field men
across the country have been appointed by the W H™ +to discover
JQbs and handle community public relations. Yifren they will go
to work and hov; effective they will be remains to be seen. A
description of the applicants” secured by an interview, as have
been doing, will be a1l these men have to match applicants with
available Jobs. Apﬁllcants are not allowed to leave camp in or-
der to look for work, nor 1is there a photogra?hy shop 1In camp
that can prepare photographs to accompany applications. Added to
these handicaps is the reticence of employers, regardless of a
labor shortage, to hire by correspondence persons who have a
questionable reputation as a race and whose members employers
have never seen,

Japanese-Americans can seil themselves iIf they have an op-
portunity to do so. Ilnuring the past weeks two of our Japanese
ninmatesn have been allowed to travel throughout the middle west
try!n% to sell themselves to various groups of individuals and es-
pecially employers. They report that they were well-received
everywhere and that employers were Bleasantly surprised. They
calim that they hat no difficulty obtaining numerous jobs.

Our Manzanar Ghief of Community Services, Mr, Thomas Temple,
has just returned from a trip through the east and middle west,
|nclud|n% Chicago, He reports the same findings. He and I”™have
thoroughly discussed. the relocation problem, Ve feel that if we
could arrange for tlie temporary support of evacuees in a place such
as Chicago, which bids fair to become the center of relocation_
activities, that we could relocate large groups iIn a short period
of time. We have thought of setting up a permanent hostel or
clearing house where we could temporarily support a number of
Japanese until they located positions by personal interview inand
around Chicago.



Manzanal'c California
December 1942

Mr. Ernest tefever or
Mr* Rufus Bowmen
3455 W. Vanburen St *#
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Ernie

On Wednesday evening | sent you the followinier
telegram $ wManzar\ar adm inistrator f temple, bringing
Ib young Jepenese-Ameriosn fellows to Chicago to find
Jobs. Money shorte Can they stay st Bethsny week or
so? Settlement 110use oir empty church building s”~tla*
factory# Went to cook. Arrive next week. Letter
following. Fleese reply”

T~fliple hpa been Chief of Community Services

iIn Menzan©r« He Is taking these fellows to Chicago to
pet them jobs. He will live witti them until they find
jobse He will looet© their? which should be in e week
or two after they arrive* They ere short of money end
would like to cook end live es Inexpensively ©s possible.

thou#ht that perhaps Bethany could put them vp or
the settlement house or dormitory next door* |If this
is out perhfips there is © church of tha Brethren or
settlement house the.t ooulde

This is the first contingent in what Mr. Temple

I hope will be a new relocatlon proceduree It
is so difficult to piece people in Nos when they cen-
not be Interviewed by the prospective employer= W
hop© to set up b permanent hostel or cleerinpr house
where Japanese can come in Chlo”~go and live until they
can find jobse

We hope thi™t the Brethren end the Friends and per*
heps other denominations will finance such a project«
Temple end I ©re willing to give our servicese i hop©
to be In Chio”go In two or three weeks to dlscisss this
plan with the Brethren Service Committee.

We will apprecist© your efforts In finding ternpor-,
firy quarters Tor these people. Get coqucinted with them

end m™ke them feel at home. Thenke 8 lot end let me know
how you end they get slang*

Sincere3yf

Ralph E* Smeltzer
NeBack for Eepl”



Dec. 31, 194S

Regly to Ralph E. Smeltzer, Manzanar

" Agree to your request to house the fifteen boys. Assume
that are organized to care for placing them inemployment
Will provide for food economically.

Rufus D. Bowman



Menznrmr, Cellfornis
December 3972

Rufus D* Bowmsn
N455 Van Buren Ste
Chlcego

Dear Presid nt Bowman

le ter fr m Lelsn<3 3mw ker states
~Nethsny College Is illinje to accent stud-nts of Jet?.

Prom our vantage point within a ilelocstlon Center
we esn select thoae students who will b.st rit inr a

f'~ihn™ nASCb N v- HfiVing 8ttended Ls Vern™ ollege we
reeli”™ at "e sre somewheé# acqueinted f~ith Brethren

and concontretion camp life their fin-ncirl ~f>P"¥ses
hfive b”en depleted. Consequently it will be necesspry
N r most students no”™ in rhe cemps snd c?eslr us r con-
tinuin™? their college educfstion to kve finsnotrO “aslst-
ence* Meny will be able #0 quslif f r scb”™Inrs”™irs |If
they a e avalleble. according to Lelsnd ~r~r.ker the
pe'ChT*©l! Service CoiKmit' © is in sripositlon to n”ovirie
somt* flnenclal ssistence Is well,

If you Indicet to us the of strdentfi you
efi“e to accept or to have aprly and if yo™ will end to
ua a c¢ r~e?3ponding number of sr>Hcerion ~lenks pnr™ s
c %,-lugruo we St . .1 thst yu the
cations. -frenscriDts and r-fpyence? will s nt you
ft* B tJi@ NfitiunBl StudGnti Hslocstilon Council of'flcg' in
San Frsncisco*

Sincerely yours,

Ralph a. Sm~3lzer
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Letter from Ralph E, Smeltzer, j~anzanar, Gal.
To Norman Thomas, Ne York City 1 v
Tanuaily 13,1945 .

Your letter asking for my opinion of MBlzanar conditions,”
was received today.

On t.hs surface all appears to have returned to normal. ¥e
know that actually it has not. The first generation\is ..still
in command. Its negotiating coMnittee continues nominally to
represent the entire camp concerning most important and many,
unimportant administrative matters. Second and third generation
individuals have been coerced to the point where i1t is not safe
to voice pro- American feelings.

The result is two-fold. Those, with the closes family ties
have been drawn back into the pro-Japanese influence. The
braver and more aggressive ones are applying and h0ﬁ|ng for im-
mediate relocation. Usually this Is done against the advice and
permission of parents and often under threat of Tiolence.

e e m 1 " LAY

You ask for my suggestions concerning what can be done and
who ought to do 1t. First I would_say that relocation is the
best solution to the second and third %eneratlon_problem. When
this has gotten well under way | feel that the first generation
problem will resolve itself in much he same way except for the
small minority which wishes to repatriate to Japan* Of course
it Is apparent that the longer the first generation_ remains in
these centers the more there will lie of them who will honestly
apply for repatriation. 'k above all we must preserve what
I 3alty the Japanese as a whole still have to our so-called derap-
cratio way of life.

| feel deeply about the relocation problem* Actually relo-
cation is far slower than 1t should be. The Japanese here are
not sure of. 1s sincerity when its actions do not match
its relocation annoimcemtns. ~Over 800 applications for leave
clearance have been submitted to Manzanarls relocation office.
Due to office inefficasncy almost half have never left this cen-
ter for Washington. Of those reaching Washington since the re-
location procedure was announced in September Oﬂﬁv*aﬁprOX|mately
100 have been cleared. Not many more tieji half of these have
actually found _jobs and relocated.

IT relocation is to become an actuality jobs must be found
and government red tape cut so that applicants can get to their
jobs before the emploj™ers get tired warting. When and how the
government will find jobs remains to 'te seen. At present private
agencies especially church groups are doing the most in this" res-
pect. Last Sunday Mr, Thomas Temple, former Chief of Community
Services here, took 13 Japanese, 10 of whom had no jobs, to
Bethany Biblical Seminary in Chicago where they will stay feerapor-

arily until they find jobs. If this experiment, which has WXR.A.
(see "back)



blessing, proves successful 1 intend to escort a similar group

to Chicago on January.24. Mr. Temple andsl hope then to set up

a pennanent hostel or clearing house where Japanese may come and

look for work under our guidance and support.. hope™ that we

may enlist the cooperation of the Churcli of the Brethren Service

Committee and the American Friends Service Committee In our ven-

ture. This relocation pattern will br.ing employee and employer to-
ther.. resulting in 80e and sounder placementse Placement

y correspondence 1is at its best difficult,.especially when Ja-
anese are more or less unknown and unseen in the MiddIwest.

Secondly, tliis pattern will relieve the government of some of

Its procedure providing such a private a%ency will guarantee to

£Q§>%PV%rnment the support axd placing of the individuals entrust-

its care.

_ It 1s at this point, however, where persons or organizations
whicii have the ear of the powers that be caiL influence relocations
They can publicize the slowness of relocation, endorse the hostel
speed-up plan, and press stronﬂly for more efficient processing
of applications. _IT you or others can bring pressure resulting
ein. the speed-up of relocation, the Japanese, we concerned indi-

, Tiduals, and all Atnerica\will "benefit*
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Letter from Ernest Lefever, 3435 Tan Buren, FOR,
To: Halp, seltzer, Manzana,.
Jan. 26,1943

The thirteen adults here from Manzanar and Temple seem
to deeply appreciate what you and Mary have done for them and
v/hat you are doing for the whole camp« Most of them have jobs
and nine plan to go ¥/ith Mr. Temple to an apartment house- near the
U, of C. campus in the very near future; so much for these facts
with were included in emplels letter of last Saturdaye

| supgose youfve heard that the Brethren Service Gommittee
has allocated a maximum of 15,000 for the establishment of a.* .
hostel in Chicago with you as a probabife e director. | wrote
Leland for more information. (See enclosure) When do you “ex-
pect to come? Make your home_at Bethany when you arrive; there
1Is room. | believe Bethany* will be glad to act as host to .other
evacuees until the hostel 1iIs set up.

Several difficulties have presented themselves and I have
spent auite a bit of time attempting to getfe the conflicts re-
solved. As far as can sscertain 1 have the respect of all par-
ties involved. Mr. Temple works rather Independently and can
see why he does after all the red tape that V/as encountered In

etting the group here.  believe tile A.F.S/G, here through the
ommittee for Evacuees (including many groups) feels that Mr.
Temple should be a bit more cooperative in the matter of estab isli_
Ing $0I|C|es on segregation and |n_secur|n% work for the fellows.
Mr, Temple does not care to work either with the Friends here or
the local W.H.A. have been a go-between among all three, and
with Bethany four, parties, Iayln% all the cards on tlie table in
each case. have also talked with Leland Brubaker and John
Metzler representing the Brethren.

The enclosed letter may suggest action for you; still feel
that the Service Committee needs prodding 111 theSe matters.

{See Back for enclosure)



(Enclosure is a letter from Ernest Lefever to Brethren Service
Comm, 1inquiring about disposition of funds, and"the establish-
ment of the hostel.)

(Enclosure E is a form letter from LeFever to nisel evacuees who
arrived with Temple. Dated Jan. 23,1943. Substance of 1t is:)

Jast Sunday afternoon we .had the pleasure Of meeting you here

at informal party.n At that time suggested that he wouid hand
out names of all evacuees here not at Bethana. However, has.since
reconsidered the idea for following reason:

One evil of evacuation ?/as that It stopped assimilation and
put all Japanese in restricted coimnunity. Segrsgalriwir Tt 1is
our hope that resettlement into inland areas will provide an
opportunity to ggain assimilate into the American community.
Segregation, the grouping of nisei, 1Is as bad in Chicago as it
IS In Manzanar or anyv/here else; It stresses race consciousness,
To Effect a permanent solution we all must, in a very real way,
forget racial backgrounds."

@it is hoped thet 2,000 persons from Relocation Centers will
eventually be resettled 111 the Chicago areae’
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Letter from Tom Temple
To: Ralph and Mary Smettzer
January 21,1943

So much has happened and there seems to, be so much undercover
stuff going on that W[Itlﬂ% a sensible letter covering the situa-
tion dispassionately is difficult, 1*11 try to give a o.hrono-
logical account of things and you can read into 1t as much of the
other stuff as possible.

We arrived in Chicago on two trains - those of us using*
tourist sleepers came In ons one and those sitting up in .the day
coaches arrived three or four hours later. All trains were *
late* The bus fare from laanzanar to Reno is S7.767? coach fare
from Reno to Chicago is ¢47.80, making a total of 55.56 from
camp to Ch”o. Tourist fare anH sleeper (upper bdrth) 1s .64.52
making £Q$ total tourist fare from Camp to Chicago 1/2.28, There
®eocce (5 )

The first thing which annoyed me was the grand scramble to

get on the band wagon and take credit for the hostel 1i1dea add for
etting the crowd here. Tom Holland_and a young Japanese appeared
own at the station while was wiating for the second section_
to get in and "buzeed around tellln% me _how pleased they were with
txheirf 1dea. We had not been at the Seminary more than ten or
fifteen minutes before Joe Bro™m of the Friends Service Committee
was on the wire asking everjrbody to rush down there. At the,
meetings which W.R.A. "held "'on Friday and Saturday (we arrived in
twon on Wednesday) there v/as much palaver about the new plan Mid
they seemed to think it was to be used in the future to a much.
larger extent, Myer stated that any reputable group could se-
cure the release of evacuees without jobs, as soon as clearances
had been accomplished. Personally, 1 was completely ignored by
all groups and might just as well have been a v/indow pane. As I
size It up, trying to be absolutely fair, W.R.A. and Friends
Service Committee will resent any ‘ideas not emanating from them
and unless they can take them over as their own, will not beetoo
cooperative.

After three or four days of matching both the Friends and
and iIn making what D} 1 11 were rather pre?nant suggestions,
I came to the conclusion that 1 would withdraw and let them go
about their "business in their own way, and even this annoyed them*

As things now stand, we have taken two apartments at 5616 Drez-
el Avenue where 9 of us will live on a_cooperative plan. All
mail should be addressed to me there since we shall raove from
Bethany on Monday, the 25th. The phone is ordered in but will
probably not be in until libnday and 1 will have to give you the
phone number later.

"see back)



After seeing the Friends Service Committee in action (?)
and watching the WRil.employment service function, ,I have decided
to sta=#2t our own employment service and would 1ke to cooperate
v/ith the Brethren Hostel. In any event, the Brethren Hostel
and activities should be kept absolutely separate from the _
Friends and others, except for friendly contacts, and believe
this will be the policy of the isrrEvgsrxtvEf-Brethren Service
Committee. We have about 30 jobs now 1ined® up, a large part *
of them household jobs, but we cannot permit.any more girls to
come out on household jobs and then have then™™ quit arter a few
days to go into offices, leaving a string of annoyed women De-
hind, them who will never try to employ Japanese again. There
must be plenty.of.girls and women in the camﬁs who dre wi ling and
anxious to do household ¥/ork. 1uany of them have husbands- and
efforts should be made to have both come out, the woman to work 1in
a home and the man to get other enxplGyemnt nearby, if couples®
cannot be placed* Tms will make it easier for both If they* can
see each other regularly.

Among those from ifenzanar whom temple helped are:

Ditek Nagano Ritsulco Nakaji
Shig Jeff Sato George Higashi
Percy Fukushima Kay Odahara
Marie Shimizu * Lanpy Miyamoto
George Eurata Shig Okdsi *
Paul Ohik Robert .Goka
John Mizimo George Nagano
Sj"%GChI _

LilTian Bannai,

Hiroshi Neeno
Shig_Horitani
LilTian Ito
Roy Takeno
Peter Ghtake
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Letter from Joe Nagano, 5616 Drexel Ave, Chicago
To: Smeltzers and Miss Ely,
Jan. 1943

Here 1 am, alone, bewildered, and sort of groggy. Seems so _
8geer up here after "being dovm there In nzanar. Awfully big
ityl Don” know whether Im coming or going.

H w are you and Manzanar? Right now at Temples place; there* s
a group of about nine of us occupying two flats. Mr. Temple says
that Central YMGA 1s no school to go to and heTs going to get me
elsewhere If possible........

Letter from Joe Nagano
To: Smeltzers and Miss Ely
Feb. 3,1943

Mr, Temple says for Mr. Smeltzer to get going in releasing people
from Manzanar. He sent a letter to D* S.lyer saying positions
are plentiful, but no employees.

Tbe group that came to Bethany stayed there fors about three
weeks, and I*m telling you that never met a finer bunch _of people
in_my life. They all want to know if Mr. Smetlzer is coming to
Chicago, The dayl arrived, the gangeat Bethany moved to Mr.
Templels place and everything was topsy-turvy, but really like
it here now. All the gang is working out except me, | T more
or® less a parasite presently. ¥ you realized what Mr, Temple
has done for this bunch, yould say hels crazy. Hefs spent all
the money hefs got on us, furniture, beds, dishes, etc. and

heTs doihg the cooking at supPer and breakfast, Hefs turned down
jobs up to $10,000 just to help us get organized, which we still
arenTt. |If you donTt call that scarifice, dontt know what

Is. Give him the true credit that he deserves. HeTs fust like
a father to me, and with him I00p. With more Mr. Temples around,
thereld be no Mianzanar.

| fve said, enough, but the above is just a piece of mind.
%cha 0 Is a darn big city, sjid right now I*m just getting on to
e place.
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Henry Hank Ushi§ima ?

C/
Letter from Hank {?), 2480 North Lakeview, Ghicago

To:S 0: *Saiany ()
January 28,1943

Hoping that you?re keeping the home fires burnln% to get vour
clearance through. Temple and | have done everything possible

to expedite your sleaTe and so far have hit a few snags here and
there. The result of our last Wire to Bob Brown was a reply which
came via Shirrell, who is head of the Ghicago office, and 1t %
the same storv all over again about Governmént red tape and all.
During our conferences with Holland and Myer a couple of weeKS
ago, I did all 1 could and I know that Holland will keep his_
promise to rush clearance for the names | gave him, among which
were yours, LouieTs, BobbieTs, and Sabts. _1fm sure that you
ought” to be on Kour way shortly after receiving this letter. _
Another thing that Itm doing |s_gett|ng your names into the first
list for the hostel movement which is being launched by the
I"merican friends Service Committee and v/hich will be started the
first of next month, and in tiiat way you fellows can come on out
without first obtaining jobs.

wrote to Bobbie yesterday and asked him to inquire of you
v/hether Fou had enough money to take care of my shipment to Los
Angeles. If not please let me know right away and 1fll send you
the money. Please let me know of the details on new developments
and what” other bottlenecks occur in _getting releases because Mr.

yer seemed very interested in knowing and IfLI probably be in
Washington within the next week 01* two to discuss the matter with
him. He stated that he was going to get all the red tape cleared
rip;ht away 1f he has to tear Manzajiar apart, and heT” depending
on me _to Turnish the details to him. ITm typing another report
for him right now. You see, they are setting up procedure right
now to get releases a lot quicker for those who wish to relocate
and they want to know in detail what sort of things happen to
hold up military passes and releases.

11011and wants me to work with WRA out here but rigirfc now don @
know what _want to do_most. Anywa not doing anything until

I get you fguysi oirb first, then I 11 settle down and probabl

take the best Job that s offered me. Pm not too concerned about
myself for the moment, because | 1l have no trouble at all g tising
myself situated. 1 T doing a I I ¥ o r youse guys because |
promised you |fd do it. _for the rest of the mob | interviewed,
they111 ”~et along as the thing proceeds through the regular chan-
nels, because borh Temple and | are sort of fed up with the atti-
tude of some of the boys which _we brought with us, lleTs workin
gTOOr  Fortunately Tommy Teraji is OK and is quite easy to tal
M- Hek working at the YMCA and 1is happy with his job. know
Helll get along all right there. As for the others, well, cai™t
say a hell of a lot, Shig Takeda and his wife Mary are also OK
gjid although Shig 1is not working just yet, Mary 1is. Theylll get
along m cuite sure.
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Letter from Temple to Ralph and Mary Smeltzer

Extracts from various letters

mNe have had at least twenty letters from people saying a rumor
was floating about camp that Tom Teraji had been drafted. It is
absolutely untrue. He is working at the Y.M.C.A. here part

time - geting $80.00 per month ax. attending college.fl 3-5-43

MAT possible keep the crow as a Bethany project and let us try
to keep the other outfits from figthing over the evacuees. |
know this sounds pretty much like crabbing - but ever¥body seems
to be jockeying for poSition and a trifle resentful of anybody
else doing something. So 3hny of the placements which have been
made through other channels seem to be unsuccessful and unsatis-
facotry. tseems to be a policy to find a hole and then force
someone "into i1t--regardless of suitabilitiy or acceptability—
There are plenty of jobs open of all kinds—more of some than others,
of course, but a few da¥s effort will generality result in finding
the right sort of opportunity.] 2-5-45,

fl have put in nearly f500 into this thing so_far and will have
to cash bonds for a while. H 1 _ get most of it back ultimately
as the co-op starts paﬁln% off its debts--but it will be another
5g3 %$%k§ ngore all the boys get on their feet with a full pay

MShirrell, head of the Chicago W.R.A. office, 1s establishing
another bottleneck— making three---Heath, F.B.1*, and now tiie
relocation offices. Jobs we find are now referred back to Shirrell
who verifies them and determines whether they are satisfactory

and he fee then wires or writes back to the project his approval

or disapproval, axd. then the v/hole damnable procedure of corres-
gondence between employer and employee beginsso all that has

een accomplished to date is just one more hurdle to get over.
Since_Myer has committed himself to releasing groups to freputable
agencies such as the Friends and Brethren” we should try to get
clearance from liyer_to Merrritt for this procedure and thus eli-
minate Heath and Shirrell, and get the people on the jod.n 3-3-43

fiThe desperate need 1is for household workerse” 3-7-43.

"Mr* Bruabaker called me this a.m. and | went over to Bethany.
He told me the good news of your imminent eurriyal around the* 80th
It seems too good to be true and, of course, “am delightede |
went over thlﬂ%S_QUlel% v;1th him, _and explained what I have been
doing. Most of it has been scrapping with fIBA red tape. Teel
that 1 have 1ittle to be proud of except perhaps to have a.
clearer 1dea of goveinmental red tape and the general perfidy
of people in general. told him 1 would turn_over all my dope
Jobs, etc., and hel yog 8g}590|ng, and then withdrav/ gracefull

into the backgr Tind.n y



Dear Ralph & Mary:

Well after all these months of arduous house hunting we are finally
settled in our beautiful nnewn home. Already the family is show-"
Igggthose rosy cheecks and pleasant smiles, wMch 1 missed for so

You are no doubt ..... etc.

I have finally started on my new job as filbm editor and sound
sAmcrhon!ze[ Tfor the ®ilding Motion Picture Studios. Through

shere coincidence, | met an old friend from the West Coast studios
of this firm and he offered me a job here with their Chicago
outfit. | had no idea that they maintained a branch here, but
sxlpr.ised as_| was, asceptied and so here_| am once_again..in _
the ‘throes of the show "businesse | was reinstated witit the union
and am receilving more pay than 0O¥er had before in a similar

iﬁg'whgpg %Rfﬁgis extremely interesting and am toery happy,about

Fulai and Ayako and the b™by are all well adh are very hapBy to
be in such a swell home. They send along best ¥ise"s to both of
you and want “ou to visit with us soon.

May 2,1943
Henry Lee Ushijima

1 06 Highland Avenue
Park Ridge, Illinois
Park Ridge 1354-J
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1o
Letter from Rev, Hideo Hashimoto £doS Ralph Smeltzer
June 26,1943

Dear Hideo:

It 1s pleasing to know that those at your present conference
have expressed_agreement with our Chicago plan. _My hope is that
other cities will follow Jis pattern. 1 just discovered today
that a Japanese pastor 1is doing a good job of organizing a nisei
church in Cleveland. Why is 1t %hat such people do not realize
the significance and great harm they are doing their people In

such actions? It seems utter folly.

In answer to your question as to whether the Methodist Church
should set up a hostel I would immediately answer yes. Such a
project can still do a tremendous amount of service* It iIs not
too late. Thomas Holland says that there are 15,000 more mostly
nisei who can and should be relocated in the next few months. =
The sooner you could set up a hostel the more opportunity you V/ill
find. Such’ a ?FOJeCt would do your church a tremendous
of good socially and spiritually. As to the place for such a
hostel that is debatable. Chicago could stand another one.

_As soon as can get this Church Federation program moving
on 1ts_own momentum and a suitable person to replace me in it

am anxious to pioneer iIn another direction. That i1s iIn the direc-
tion of farm, rural, and small coramunity resettlement. This _
means issei _relocation. Perhaps the Methodists could assist in
that direction too. Somebody must experiment and estab Ish such

a pattern of relocation before we can get the large mass of those
in the camps relocated.
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Letter from Mari Okazaki to Ralph Smeltzer
July 14,1943
Your letter of ..,..etce

_As to tile progress of process of assimilation of Nisei in
this Area, the sixty to seventy relocatees do not much see each
other socially except that groups of five to six do seem to stick
to each other” in_their housing and working arrangements. Some of
them get around in the community more than the others but the one
who occupy a bit of our anxious- thinking are the _young high school
graduates” without; advantage of* experience in social as well as
vocational contacts with non”Nisel previous to their Relocation
Oenter existence. We find that most people do not credit work
experience iIn camp very hlghly, so these youngsters are a bit
disappointed at the type of work and ?/ages oftered them. How/ are
they %ett!ng along iIn Chicago? fie understand raany of them have
tome to Milwaukee but have drifted back into Gliicago hoping for
better offers that really do not materialize.

~_As awhole, 1 should say the girls have better luck in being
invited around socially. We (both fellows and girls) have been
inirted as newcomers to a Bahai social, but unless tlie nisei
himself makes the initial contact, there has not been too much of
sociability v/ith any organizations. The YWCA has an open invi-
tation to_any girl who wants to join any of their numerous clubs
and the nisel girls will take advantage of them as soon as the
fall season begins. We wonder aboirt the young fellows who may
not _quite understajid the fhissionaryn attitude of some of the
religious groups here. Sometimes an enthusiastic person begms
to take such proprietary interest in the young newcomer that it
gets a bit _embarrassing for the person who may not “be sure just
exactly which of the Churches he may want to affiliate with, and
for that reason some of them do avoid the church contact. As

a whole, the Milwaukeean v/ho does belong to some religious group
IS rather curious about the niseir and rather neutral 1In his at-
titude.

__ The hardest problem seems to th that of housing unless one
IS interested iIn_just Tsleeping roomsO. Emi and | expect to run
up a record on S|gn|nﬂ our names ou_all the Awaiting lists” in_
to\m. It seems even harder than Chicago and a bit more expensive
here in Milwaukee.

Mari Okazaki i _

International stitute of Milwaukee
County o

Member of Nat, Inst, of limigrant
Welfare

Milwaukee, Wis.
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Letter from Ralph Smeltzer to Mari Okazaki
July 24,1943

Thanks for your letter of JU!Y 14. We are interested 1iIn
¥0Ur information” concerning assimilation in Milwaukee. From your
etter vk discovered that your problems are about the same as'

ours. We too, have difficulty with the .young high school gradu-
ates. They _are not mature enough to appreciate the kind ot world
they are §0|n% into. This disillusion seems to be a necessary
training for them. We feel that it is unfortunate that those"who
have come to Milwaukee have drifted back to Chicago. We are en-
couraging decentralization.

It _1s mfortunate that i1t is necessary_ in Milwaukee for the
nisei himself to make the initial contact with the social organiza-
tions. We are attempting to overcome that necessity_here on the
part of the nisei M1 Chicago hufc organizing the ministers and
churches,, in_making the initial steps. The churches and other_
social organizations must be urged to pull the evacuees to their
organizations. oOn the other hand, through our counselling efforts,
we mugt push the evacuees into such organizations, A push witho ut
E %HIII will not work and pull without a push will not work either.

oth are necessary.

) | think, too, we need to avoid “churchingl those who do not
wish to be Churchedl. Purely social organizations and profession-
al organizations can help us 'In this respect. In Chicago the
park district are assisting us.
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Letter from Smeltzer to Mr, George E, Potts, Bus. Mgr. _°
Presbyterian Theological -Sem.

Hug.10,1943

"We have been operating upon the following _arrangement with the
Bethany Seminary. The Hostel pa¥s the Seminary $3.00 a week for
each Hosteler it accommodatese The school furhishes the iDeaaliig
including_clean linen for each new hosteler. One clean sheet and
a clean pillow case is provided once each week to those hostelers
who remain more than one v/eek. The Seminary does not provide
maid service. t does, however, make up each bed after a hostel-
er has departed, in preparation for the newcomer. No towels or
wash rags are provided by the school.

In addition to the hostelerTs room rent, the Hostel pays the
school $18.20 per month for a two-room Hostel ©ffice, and 12000
a month for general overhead. The general overhead takes care
of the wear and tear on the schoolTs parlor_furniture which_the
hostelers are allowed to use freely and additional extra mainte-
babce made necessar¥ bg the presence of the Hostel, The Hostel
also ?aﬁg the school 158.85 a month for an apartment for the
Hostel Directors*

Hostelers have eaten in the regular Student Dining Hall since
the Hostells inception. From March 7 until May 31, hostelers

aid the Cooperative Boarding Club, which vms then being operated
y the students, for each meal. They paid the regular cost rates:
Ib to 20¢ for breakfast, 27¢ for lunch, and 52¢ Tor dinner. On
June 1, the Hostel took over the operation of the dining hall.

li: provided its own cook and served three meals a day to all
hostelers v/ho wished to eat there. The Hostel has been operating .
its diaing hall on an average cost of 50¢ per person per day. This
?@s b??n p0f5|ble because some hostelers have not been present

or all meals.

tFrom March 7 to June 1, the Hostel capacity was twenty-five per-
sons; from June 1 until September 1, forty persons. Present
indications are that the Hostel should set its capacity at S5 to
30 persons. We _are very anxious to re-establish_the Hostel 1In
a_favorable environment. As a result of our stai”“factory rela-
tionship with Bethany Seminary and from the favorable information
passed on to us concerning your institution, we are anxious that
you consider favorably our request to make a place for our project
In connection, with the McCormick: Seminary, although the above
plan mgy not be adaptable to your institution, one womewhat
similar 1aight be#n



Ralph £e Soieltzer
Kan2anar9 Calif,

Mr. Thomaa Temple February 3 , 1943

5616 Drexel Ave*
Chlcetgo, 111*

Bear Mar. Triplej

n»«*J~"rkS \ 1 t far ood ) A don*t imow how
i T? becr ? or th® first. S ome of the In-
formation It contained please- ua, some was disappointing,

»egreatly appreciated Its chronoiogicel and oomprehensife

° * * < H 1 1 1
it was disappointinog]yc news*  Our g?(psé[rr]%r%%nvgnstha%hgwg\lcated
here and rnr pt™ Xovb experience with the AFBC somewhat beers

gooa° ? 1 e
Service C mmttt~0 cen rise a»ov©
— VANE S . 1
_Honegggudésijrétfr%a}ﬁ f%\ylts but:. I J10p© y<m can find the coopey.
A letter from LeXand Brubakei* of the BSC which received
day before yesterday say* that the BSC haa decided to take an
active part In Japanese relocation by establishing a hostel in
| Bys they @xPeot ™ cooperate with the WRA
~ © much as poasible. Leland asked if wo would be
3 3 in _hoster ir the PP rttmity _ s offer-
« 1* V\@r«ci)u«a by wir# Tuesday saying yea. As Jet wo
ve not received a definite offer but Leland did say that If
mgW’\ c©all to ub tohass];(e)lllb ﬂeus'g%nssuirbilﬁtc])?to?]%xewv%lr ~be extend-
NN wire rea”™ Willing direct hostel tf offered* Washington
wire today raqueafes 15 for Brethren hostel. Should select”
»ary couxd com« with evaeueas or before* Halph drivo*1

Heath r”~celJwe<l « rlre Washington saying the
T 4 WaS ye8dJ t 15 V~oplo and that as soon

{'s He th . in n_ ‘ea of p©récm8 who wor© already cl  ped the
r&T«l permits would be i1ssued 1TOilediately. Heath and 1 are try-

ing to get that many who want to go and ere olesred. will wire
their names to Washington tomorrow. Ineluded in the list for
Shimigul~th Vmlley), 0© r*e KuratM D.V.)

°51 ,«f hr. L Shlg °AMl» Gillian Bennal,_ Hifoshi Keeno,
5hlg. Morltani, Lillian 1to, Hoy Takeno, peter Ohtake, and a

otli *8 m& s&y dC boi*0i*G tC8sti Hitcws

A* soon as this list Is off, me will give Heath e list of

~®ntlon©(3 in your letter end others who desire to

0 are not cleared* Heath has said that he will
push these through for clearance and leave p«rmlt8..th© hostel
taking the pleoe of th© Job. | don<t believe he has hud this
Instruction from Washington but will do it anyway* How th« re-

N or fi 0 No i in-
lees they ﬁgl\%Qalgle%i%’iﬁgt}!)%g o?fe?l urthgﬂégﬂofs%(ralC!/\'/?ﬁarg%?vgmas
wexi as s J6b. we hop© we can see you withlng two weeks,

Sino©rdlyt

Ralph and Mary
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Febrmary 26,1944
Dear Ralp|i:

_ I have a Droblem which necessitates your help and coopera-
tion. It is about™Reverend G, Masao Kubose of our coipunity
Buddhist church, who is seeking to relocate in the Chicago area.
¥/e feel that he can _do much to help iIn the integration work from
the standpoint of his experience and the confidence he enjoys from
the young Buddhists of our center.

Rev. Kubose has the cooperation in our project of both*Joe.
Carroll, chief relocation officer, and Guy Robertson, Project =
Director. He is_also an important member of our Project Relocation
Planning Commission. In fact, he is the only one 7of the Buddhist
ministers who has come forward aggressively and vigorously for an
all-ipclusive , _
resetitlement program. He has been put on "the Stop List because
his education, which v/as n@cessar|I% in Japan. After graduating
from the University of California, he was in Japan for five years,
studying for the Buddhist ministry. For reference, character or
otherwisG, you 081 ref*Gr to Harry* Mayeda., who has be6il 8 classins. be
of Hev. KuboseTs at the University of California, and who is at
present working for the Curtiss Candj Company with Ulmer Shirrell.

In order that we can expedite his leave clearance, we must

have m more definite reason to offer than simply his desire to
so i Gh.ica™e HO ms*fc liave b .an.an"fc oTTgt and 1iousing or e
hostel iavitation. Then we could teletype Vf%shjngtoq for priontpr
handling. Rev. Kubose wants to be in Chicago since it 1is tie

ocal 90|nt most relocation orts by the evacuees. just now.

e want you send us a hostelilh 181} 11 for 1nm, wiisfi.a sisipu
lation of a job offer, since empl Jwment opportunities are great
anywaye

_ We want you to do this so that Rel” Kubose can”inMedlately
begin to release the obligations he had assumed_durlng the evacu-
ation. At that time he had supervised the storing of”evacuee
Rroperty in tlee Hon-gwan”™;1 building, Los AngelOs

s soon” as Ve get Rev. KuboseTs clearance, he will return to Los
Angeles to handle the shipping of this property to those who have
relocated. He must also turn orev the property ovmed W persons
still 5i the relocation centers_to the WRA. Evacuee Property Offices
In Los Angeles. After discharging these responsibilities, he will
set out for Chicago, and there you might meet trith him to make fur-
A pX Bs focc 1 n 1011 work suito™ "HIO Ové&cxig® element*

It seems that Rev. Kubose represents a faction of the Buddhist
group which 1is desirious of streamlining”their movement and adapt-
Ing themselves to the environs of the United States, or, rather,
of North America. His stand is the antithesis of that taken
by "tho nalljlona.llstucallz_ inclined Euddbis™t priests of other cenlsers.
Rev. Kubose has the backing of the nisei of this center and others
to initiate a Buddhism for Horth America, Such people as Henry
Mitarai, Charles In uye, Phil Jlatsumura, Bill”Teramoto, and
Roy Higashi of this center, and Tad Hirota, Mike Ivfurayama, and
Stanford and Carl Sato of other centers, are the type of nisel

(Contd, on back)



leaders who are supporting him. So, you wee, we have an Ameri-
canized group who definitely need help and guidance, and we feel
that, by supporting this group, we are accepting the challenge
placed before us EX people of another faith. We ought to give

them a helping hand.

_ When Dr. John ¥e Thomas visited our center, .e had a 3 hour
discussion with Reverends Kubose and Higashi about this matter,
and we felt that, something should be done, but needed consider-
able planning. Anyway, ail 1 see that can be done at this time
IS just two things; a hostel invitation.and a placement offer for
Rev. Kubose to be sent to me immediately.

Tosh Kodama _
- Heart Mountain, Wyo.



Ralph E. Smeltzer, IMrecior
( llzivicli o j iAz Mary Smeltzer

Manager and Counsellor
BRETHREN RELOCATION HOSTEL

Virginia Asaka, Secretary
Administered by

Brethren Service Committee
of the
Church of the Brethren

3435 W. VAN BUREN ST. August 12,1945
Chicago, lllinois
Phone KEDzie 5099

Jjjeer friend
XS you n aoubt know the Brethren
1 1 M N N\ P
thcgegﬁslbeen aSS|55hgg ﬁvaqgee%;totreSe .1 It has

oooapiea the buiraings end used the facilities of Bethany
Biblical bemin&ry since Jenaary, 1943.

ifter Sep— 1 194S, these gilding A
will no longer be availsble to as« The enrollma

Seminary will be larger this fall than R N égsary
?5St%ﬁ% %Ehthf gqgge a?q consequentlyy students.
Therefore, it 1is necessary for the Hostel to obtain

location.

Wq are asking you to assSist as in securing another

LLe tMt kalize the dlffIOUIt t fcw e i
thou h ordlnary apertments and _ro”ms 111
morebdifficult” to obtain fsoilities o&p&ble uf hoasiixg
feeding 2& or 55 evacuees.

V¥ prefer tc lease sufficient aooommoaations for six
provided th&t such e bctilding cen be efsily sold when the

need for the Hostel, no longer exists. We prefer to lecSQ a
farnishea place et the rate of 8150 to |2

per month.
It 1s not necessary that oar facilities 'te elaborate,
they may be simple. Ar "bare ragairements ere;

25 - 35 beds, preferably single
10 -15 dreSS|ng tables or arsssers

WIISR +F1RERS c185ets 196 sheets“l'?ﬁvq'i'é‘@ Wi 6883

AtSleast two iarge sets of alicmets ar iDsthroin facilitfes
or their equivalent

Central Offices
Brethren Service Committee: M. R. Zigler, 22 S. State St.#Elgin, 111
Relief and Rehabilitation: Leland S. Brubaker, 22 S. State St., Elgin, Il



One set of living room furniture: one or two sofas,
one or two writing desks ~ to 5 floor lamps, rag,
3 to 4 easy chairs, curtains, etc.
T?/0 or three office desks &na ohgirs i )
Adequate kitchen and dining hall, fully equipped with
cooking utensils, dishes, t&bles cheirs, stove
refrigerator, eto,_ i
Laundry facilities; office telephone, public p&y telephone
Adegaatq heating and hot w&ter facilities.

~although we do not require a first gless buildin% or
first cl&ss furnishings, they mast be clean and free from
insect pests.

__F we are unsuccessful 1n securinﬂ a furnished building
we will natarally look for an unfurnishad one and attempt to
furnish it ourselves.

) The second important oonsideration is a smit&ble location
In_the citye Oar i1mmediate vicinity is oar first choice. The
neighbors &re used to seeing evacuees on the streets and have

raised almost no objections n fact, there have been several
cells from tp&rtment owners asking for oar %Fople as tenants.

Other sections on the west side are aocept&'ble to ase Certain
regions on Chicago®s south side and most regions on its north

side are aoceptablee

WO are anxious to be in a middle oless district ne&r to
public transport&tion facilities.

Large, unused or pertj&ljy_gccupied dormitories or resi-
dences offer the "best possilDilities to us* We are particularly
interested in such places s: theological seminarioS frater-
nity houses, private schools, old folksi homes, empty epart-
merit houses, or lIsrge unoccupied residencese

We know that you are snxioas to have our Hostel continue
to assist evacuees in their reloo&tion effortse Eresent
government roiocation plans indioate that there will be 8 rssli
need for hostels such as oars daring the months ahead.

We will heartily appreciate any assistance either yoa,
yoar friends, or yoar organizetion can give in placing as in
contact with possi'blQ new sites for the Hostel.J3eo&use of
the short period of time avail&ble, our needs are urgent.
Plaasa give this request your immediate attention iIf possible.

Most appreciatively yoars,

Director



PRESENT STATUS OF THE COMMONIIY
INTEGRATION PROGRAIVI IN CHICAGO

July 9,1943

) For the pasb six months, most of us have beon Iarge!y concerned with the
JLP* of getting the largest number of evacuees relocated in the smallest amount

of i™Nime.

Although we have net been satisfied with the number v;ho have ccmo out,
nevertheless, we have made some achioTeraent,

When we count up the number vihe have come to this city alone *-2500-we
know we have mado some aciiievement,

This very success has created another problem equally as difficult or
perhaps even more difficult. @.iis i1s tho problem of inteoratine this many
new- comers into the normal, ongoing social life of the city, it is no small

To get 2500 young people out of a camp is one thing--but to integrate tham
into the community into which they resettle is yet another. Rese tlement in
Chicago 1is getting ahead of assimilation, If vie fail to prevent in our resettle-
ment program, social, religiousj and rec:?eaticnal segre,Ration, we are only sowing
tlie seeds of future misunderstandinc and public resentment.

Ve have iIn our hands the opportunity for which memy sociologists have wished—
that of assimilating a racial minority group. This opportunity Is with us only
for a short time; for unless the integration pattern energetically commences
first, the pattern of racial sesregation is sure to overtake us* This challenge
iIs especially forceful at this moment when resettiers are coming at a relatively
rapid rate. Unless quick action results, the battle against segregation is lost.
The public is afraid of Japanese segregation which results in its countor-part,
congregation.

The following quotation from the Chicago Herald-Amerioan of Friday, July
9, 1943, indicates the tenseness of the public*s feelings in this re ard

MComplaintg against some of the 2,500 Japanese sent to Chicago
frgm internment camps reached the Federal Bureau of Investigation
today,

*Citizens reported that the Japanese are forming "cultural™
and “esocial® clubs, and loiter on corners on North Clark Street,*

"It was chargpd before tho Dies committee that the Japanese in
Chicago are forming clubs#M

Assimilation might be defined as the complete incorporation or absorption
into our every community social activity where only the difference in"physical
features are noticeable. To accomplish this is a two-way job. First, we must
counsel and urge the evacuees to get into Caucasian croups* Second, we must



counsel and ur%ﬁ the _Caucasia 9rougs_to invite, We%p%me, c.d_receive._the
evacuees Into their intimate fellowship* Because of fear, self-consciousness,

and timidity, the evacuees ar© reticent to aggressively make their way into
Caucasian groups. Likewise, because of fOr.r due mostly to a lack of information
as well as normal reluctance to accept racial minority groups, well-established
Caucasian groups are hesitant in doing their part in the integration process.

To overcome the inertia of the evacuees, the hostels and the relocation
offices have organized strong counselling programs and discussion groups* On
Monday evenings at the Brethren Relocation Hostel, for instance, all hostelers ar©
required to attend a frank discussion on the subject, ~How Can 1 Adjust niyPersonal
Life in a N w Community”, Assisted by outstanding nisei or relocation experts
of the city, a hostel staff member conducts a discussion of such topics as

How are we different now from what we wore before evacuation?
What is the outside world like?

How should I and how should X not apply for a job?

%ere and in what fora will | find discrimination?

What should be i conduct in public places?

What clothes should I wear?

How should 1 look for a place to live?

Then again on Thursday evenings, we conduct another discussion on the
subject, mHow Can I -adjust My Social Life in a Now Coinmunityw. Here are
included suoh vital topics as

Wjjat were the mistakes in our social life before evacuation?

Why did kittle TokyoX develop?

V/hat are their advantages and disadvantages?

WEGI evidences are there already of unnecessary segregation here in
Chicago?

What v/ould be the ideal social adjustment?

Hovw/ can we have mixed parties and dances?

Do nisei really want to be assimilated?

What can we do to get into Hakujin groups, churches, clubs,
professional groups, etc,?

H w much of our acceptance by Caucasians depends upon our on efforts?
How can other nisei be made to realize the importance of making the
assimilation effort and of their own responsibility?

In order to roach those resettlers who have not gcd® through the hostels,
as well as to follow up these who have, the Chicago Church Federation has
organized a United Ministry to Evacueesf The staff of this United Ministry
includes about fifteen Gaucacian ministers of the city who are giving some of
their time to visiting evacuees and counselling them concerning their social,
avocational, vocational, personal and religious problems* Th#ir primary aim
IS to assist evacuees find a satisfying place in tlie on-going Caucasian groups*

To this group of Caucasian rainisters has recently been added a number of
evacuee ministers and counsellors.

_According to areas of this city, lists of nisei, their addresses, and other
pertinent information have been supplied to this counselling staff. To further



assist this staff, a bulletin has been prepared which %jves facts abcut the
i\merican evacuees in Cliicago, the counsellor”™ integrating task, counselling
suggestions, and resources available. The counsellinc suggestions urge all *
counsellors to continually keep the real needs of these people in mind; to
sugGe3t all of the wholesome social and avocational opportunities of the entire
community for their oonsideration; to encourage them to continue their
education; to not be over-sympathetic "ot to consider them as wo would any other
new-comers to a strange city to strengthen their courage and enable thom to
takeM hardship, inconvenience, and discrimination in thoir stride.

Although this program has been under way for only about four weeks,
recont reports indicate that more and iore evacuees are finding their- way
into the churches, the park, clubs, the Y.M.C.A., and the Y.TJ.C.A. Just whr.t
Bﬁgggﬂ%age have found their way iInto such greups is difficult to determine at

N chicae  pOrk Dis?rict with_its fine staff_of supervisors and well-equipped
field houses is welcoming, counselling” assisting evacuees find their
place in the various part activities.

We hope that the desire of niseil fer social activities will find a
satisfactory outlet In mixed evacuee-Caucasian affairs through the sponsorshir)
of various organizations throughout the city.

AH/b-ougil Pt may setin as if we have taken lar G strides toward impleBienting
the integration process, vjO have only be”un. 1°his beginning has been with the
cnurciies because they seemed to be the most reoeptivo at that memont. Other
social agencies are now showing greater interest in this challenging program.

%g g?gya§ni§hﬂga8;g%§!, all agencies interested will and gulcl hiid a rcle






