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be known among the staff that they did not encourage personal relations with
]

6
/\ evacuees.
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sent it to his motherk
A large proportion of the parental generation at Tule Lake were poor

farmers who had never been able to acquire land in the United States or, because
of the evacuation, had lost their possessions.3 These parents were éntirely
dependent on their children ,amd (could see no future for themselves in the United
States. In consequence, Nisei who wished to relocate had to close tﬁﬂgr ears
to their parents' pleas and '"break" with their families.4 Loyal women, who
accompanied their renunciate husbands to Japan were separated from their families
for many years.5 Underage Nisei who accompanied their repatriating parents
to Japan, eventually suffered a series of traumata that haunt them to this day.
As one of them told me: '"They never were able to regain a sense of family
relationship or warm sense of security. It is similar to what an orphan must

feel —- alone."

Social Segregation

In Impounded People, Spicer et al. give a detailed description of the

status distinctions that were immediately established in the relocation centers.
' As the uprooted people came into the centers they suddenly found themselves
in communities organized on the basis of two distinct classes of persons -- on
the one hand'"evacueeé“'and on the othert"appointed personnelf; Despite indivi-
dual efforts of WRA stéff to act as if distinctions did not exist, the basic
fact was inescapable. At point after point the earliest experiences in the
center drove it home. . . The feeling of being prisoners permeatéd the centers

from the first. . .Being an evacuee involved being in a subordinate position.

At some centers the commanders of the military police announced that there was

L (3 . . ¢ o ! . . .
t&?e ®no fraternization with evacuees.® 'Some project directors also let it




In 1944 and 1945 no respondent gave me a detailed account
of the "incident" of November 5 and no one told me anything about
the fight at the warehouse that took place on the night of November
47 This may have been because I was rarely able to talk openly
with young men in their late teens or early twenties. Many of
my respondents, however, told me that they had attended the November
1 "demonstration", at which Dillon Myer had spoken, and that they

had supported the Daihyo Sha Kai and the Negotiating Committee.

The people who had come to Tule Lake from other centers repeatedly
told me that the "Yes-Yes" and the "fence-sitters" (by which they
meant many of the 0ld Tuleans) should be sent away from Tule Lake.
In August of 1944, ten months after the "November incident",
an 0ld Tulean Issei, known for his pro-administrative views, tolld

me how much he had disapproved of the strike and the Daihyo Sha Kai.

When, however, I brought up the morning of November 5, he flew
into a rage: "We got mad because the army came in with submachine
guns and the tear gas. We were all willing to go to work but

they wouldn't let us go. They took our civil rights away. That's

@

what made us mad."

B y-See-Part-1l;. pp. for statenents hade in 1980~ #3483,




Part One Historical Background




Thomas Kikuchi, age 11, told

When I learned that we were going to leave Rohwer and go to Tule
Lake and eventually to Japan, that was the lowest point in my life.
I dreaded going to Tule Lake, knowing that eventually I would have
to accompany my parents to Japan. . .My father, I think, just wanted
to go back to Japan where he owned land and would be able to live
Mé&E‘Bis remaining years in relative tranquility. He knew he was

too old to start over again in the U.S. He was in his sixties then.

His bgéther Arthur, age 15, told me:
We went to Tule Lake Center because, I think our parent were not
what you call a die-hard, a pro-Japanese. They were caught in the
situation of how to support a family starting from scratch, and
“they could not see their way financially. And I remember many a
night when we discussed the possibility of relocating. But they
would say, '"Where? With such a large family?"6 . « .We had absolutely
no-resourées. I would have like to relocate myself, but my mother
just would not even entertain the idea. I thoughg>of jumping the
train (taking the family to Tule Lake).
George Okamoto, age 11, told me:

My oldest brother had a lot of influence in our family because he
was around 18 or 19. And in Topaz he was very involved in the
"Yes—Yes"/;No—No" activities. And my father was a very quiet kind

k)
of ‘person. So my older brother took over the family in making deci-

fgions - I have a feeling that he also influenced my second oldest

b
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There\were'ggght children in the Kikuchi family.
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After John Sawada (age 20) and I had been talking for about a half hour,
I remarked, "There were a lot of things that happened at Tule Lake, there was
the farm strike and . . ." Mr. Sawada interrupted me and poured out the follow-
ing account:

Yeah, tanks running through the camp one night. These are so vivid

in my mind that I said I could hardly believe this. That night

R
when the tanks came folling into camp I was in bed already at eight

o'clock and I heard this man hollering for help. And so, like a
fireman, I got dressed and walked outside and here I find this man
that lives in the next block and he had a club about three feet
long and running through the block and he says, 'I think we killed
somebody.' I said, 'What do you mean, you killed somebody?"'

'Well, these people were waiting at the warehouse, people from the
other camp that was harvesting potatoes and things, they came after
food from the ice box, and then we're waiting there and got into

a big fight.' The club he had was about three feet long, and no
sooner did he come through, than we hear all this roaring and every-
thing. I think they're shooting blanks, but then they're shooting.
And the whole camp was up and rushing toward the administration
building. Right at that point, I had my younger brothers,and I
said, 'Wait a minute, we just wait right here, we're not going to
move.' It sort of subsided in abobut an hour or hour and a half

and so I said, "My gosh, what happened?' But then we never knew.

Nobody knew, you know.




Rushworth M. Kidder, Feature Editor
The Christian Science Monitor

P. 0. Bex 125, K¥Xkximm&x Astor Station
Boston, MA. 02123

Bear Sir:

In the Spring of 1942, Follewing the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor, seome 110,000 Persons of Japanese ancestry were taken from their
homes on the West Coast and incarcerated by the 7. S. Government.
At the University of California, Berkeley, a group of sccial scientists
obtained a grant to study and record the events and social ARFuxk
developments in theé@ so-called Relecation Centers. In June of 1943 I
became one of the research assistants employed by this study. Fer some
eight months I lived and worked in the Gila Relocation Center in
KoxtibxbxBahibebxth Arizona., In February of l9hhjq was permitted
to begin field research in the Tule Lake Center in Northern Califeornia,
where the 18,000 Japanese who had been categorized as "disloyal te
America" had been reconfined,

In 1980, several colleagues urged me to interview and ebtain the

so-called "disloyal"
life histories of some of the/#tiskmyxax® Japanese Americans Inkadnkeewx

> -

aknRukexiakewnmxkx who had experienced life at ixiiilTule Lake / 0/ \U

Wrxx While I was engaged in this task, I was astonished tonheamnnthat when

many of mykfriénds and emXimgmxzwii® colleagues told me that they had

never heard of the evacuatien. Ao Lo, account
Ipdecided to write a concise/cf the?

the evacuatien ExgmxkewE® and the effects it had on myxfARAR the
Americans of Japanese descent who were willing to tell me about their

experiences. I am submitting this account to you,

Bincerely,

Rosalie H. Wax, Professor Emerita, Sﬁthropol(gy/Sociology.
P. S. Since I am retired I ammmore easily reached at my home address:
7106 Westmoreland Brive
University City, MO. 63130

My home telephone is: 31,-721-6848
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example, Thomas Sawada said: "This so-called Hoshi-dan group started. . .They
¢ ,""‘ \

talked them into joining this organization. . .some innocent Niseis.who didn't

‘know what it was all ébqut. < .50, anyway, they came over to our place to see

"we would join them. I sa1d "Don't bother us. We have our own ways of doing

y th%ngs. You do your-way, I do my way.'

Jbseph K1kuch1 age 14 at the time, told me that his father had not per—

m@tted him to go to the Japanese language school organized by the Resegregationists.

Thag\zas radical. . .My father kind of thought that it was militar-

istic.\?\fThgy shaved off- their heads, they had the rising sun on
& ; 9 \ .

their sweat shirts, all of\phem was completely to Japan. -,

)
My father didn't like any/kind of fighting, so he just said,,

"That's not the way I'm going to do." We went to the regular Japanese

A .
school, ‘where“they. just,taught us the language, it wasn't_any brain-
Th «
i } discribed how dsTorbed
W,a'Shy}g' r@;pf?’\d""’\x J}‘\L' ¢ - /)(“,“( ~l” The
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The Trauma of Rejection

In 1981 and 1982, smznahcdapamesecEhudzniscuatmersnnpmahniannanbnhinne
xk=k I talked with several Japanese university students who were interested in
XREN
the evacuation. They toldf me that KhEpxoxnkixnxhnantexs taxdxpina Jagaxenee

ARnAmEnkaxnxakminzarexexneazerixnexkinxdapanexe a "Japanese" born in America

is always considered an "eutsider" in Japan and will never be accepted as
way

Xapanaseu a "true Japanese", At the same time I found that Curtis B. Munson, in

a report dated 1946, had made a similar sounding statement, ¥
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the people on the outside. Just when I thought everybody out there hated

us, I get this present, and it restored my faith in mankind again.

The War Relocation Authority now began to develop a plan by which the
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One of my male respondents told me that he had been in the United States*fj

Army at the time of Pearl Harbor. "Actually, I was in the Army for one year...fh
75" 0
so they discharged me. 1It's really sad, but it's pretty hard to express."

Another told me, "I had hard time...
of
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anybody who won't come to register would be put into isolation
camp. . .That sort of angered me. It was under a threat. . .to
have to answer something like that without even trying to clarify
the question. So that angered me. And in fact quite a few just
absolutely refused to answer the question and were taken into
isolation camp. . .But I waited till the last minute, so to speak,
just held out. I didn't want to go to isolation camp, of course.
So I guess out of resentment I said, "No-No." I thought that was
the only answer I could give at the time. Just to let them know
how I felt. So that's how I became a No-No.
Korshiro Furakawa, also confined at Tule Lake, said:
Our loyalty was questioned and this is what I resented and this is
the cause of my trouble at Tule Lake. Because I didn't comply
with the registration order, and I was placed there and kept there
and labeled a disloyal citizen of America. And I've had to live
with that for all these years. . .The fact is that we were very loyal;
we were extremely loyal. . .they questioned us and that is the thing
that really hurts, because we were taught, we were brought up to
be Americans, and then, suddenly to be betrayed like that.
Women respondents gave shorter and less emotional responses. Mrs. Kurusu,
a young Issei, said:
You know the questionnaire the government sent out? I thought that

putting the Nisei into camp and then asking them questions like that.

I thought it was stupid.

Mrs. Kunitani, age 19, told me:
I certainly didn't want to answer it. I wanted to ignore it. I
figured I was safe because I was a citizen (laughs). I figured
that it didn't pertain to me at all. But it did. I refused to answer.

%‘

'
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When, in 1981-2, I asked my respondents, 'Was there anything in the reloca-

military registration" or "the no-no business." Then they proceeded to give

\1 !1,

\
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\& izﬂtion camps that made you feel especially angry?" Most of the men said, "the
\}) 7>

me detailed accounts of their experiences.
Mr. Oda, who was 20 years old at the time he was confined in the Tule
Lake Relocation Center, said:
. « I felt angered. In the beginning, I didn't think much of
actually they said you only have to register, so I though, 'No
big deal.' And then we started hearing about this so-called
loyalty questions. . .even that. . .I didn't give much thought
because I was a kid and you know, you didn't think about those
things anyway. But more and more when the question started to come
up, people started to ask, "What does this actually mean? Do these
questions have a double meaning?. . .And then the director was

asked to claridy the meaning. He just flatly refused and (said)

5The Oriental Exclusion Act of 1924 had denied them the right to
apply for American citizenship.
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While most of the Nisei argued passionately that the only sensible policy
was to express loyalty to the United States, others pointed out that the intent
of the questionnaire was '"to draft us from behind the barbed wire." Some held
that it would be dishonorable to say '"yes" unless the United States gave some
indication that it was willing to make amends. The Issei (first generation)
were in a quandary, because if they renounced their allegiance to the emperor,
they would be people without a country.® (The Oriental Exclusion Act of 192)

had denied them the right to apply for mihimenshiipajn Anerican citizenship;

Some Issei, who had lost all their
other possessions, were determined to keep their families together and begged
their sons to say '"mo." Many were terrified by the prospect of another evacu-

ation to an "outside world" that they had every reason to believe would treat

them with hostility.







Early in 1942 a greoup of social scientists at the University of
California at Berkeley received a grant te study, record, and analyse the
changes in behavior and the patterns of social adjustment and interaction ef the
incsrcerated Japanese Americans. I, a graduate student in Anthropolegy,

became ene of the research assistante employed by the study and I lived

—f e

S S—

~ . "behind the barbed wire" from mid-June of 1943 te June of 1945, xmXkkmxim 'y
, A

3 . 3 3 .’_/\
e " 1 pecomEexkakkix talking to "the evacuees" and taking velumineur notes. X

‘

When I arrived at the Gila Center in July of 1943, T was told that I would
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should decide whether or not their stories should be told.

When I approached Japanese Americans whom I had known at Tule Lake, I found
that my initial apprehensions were well founded. While nine of the people I had
‘known at Tule were willing to be interviewed, some sft—them were extremely circum-

spect in what they said. Others refused.
It was a Japénese American who suggested that I should interview any person
who had been confined at Tule Lake who was willing to talk to me. "You ought

(ham o Ay
to talk to Mr. Kikuchi,"” he said, "He was at Tule Lake." Ki/éalled'nr. Kikuchi,

>l/u,

‘Bhdf’after asking many questions about my project, proceeded to give‘pé an honest,
detailed, and moving account of his experiences. He also gave/mé4the names of
other Japanese Americans who had been at Tule Lake but warnei/mélthat they might

" not wish to be interviewed. With the assistance of Mr. Kikuchi and other Japanese

eLn )
Americans I wailhble to obtain seventeen additional interviews.

The men and women who helped me,explained that many "Tule Lakers" try to
conceal the-fact that they had once been stigmatized as "the disloyals." An
older man said that on the West Coast the people who were at Tule Lake do not
generally participate in the activities of other Japanese Americans. "They keep
to themselves." One respondent who had been segregated told me: "They are still
afraid because they still do not trust the fact that the United States citizenship
confers no immunity and no legal justice,rand so this is the fear that is put into
them. And so to this day, you will find very few people reluctant to even grant
an interview."

Since many of the Japanese Americans who talked with ﬁe in 1981-82 consciously
Oor unconsciously fevea that they ggggstill anxious, angry, énd insecure, I think
we ma& safely conclude that the persons who refused to be interviewed are even
more so. '

On the other hand, the fact that I interviewed persons whom I did not kﬁow

at Tule Lake significantly extended the age range of my respondents. When I was

<
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at Tule Lake, my most fluent respondents were persons of my age (32-33) or older.
Because of my gender, age, and status as a "scholar,” I was rarely able to talk
with young men and only occasionally with young women. In consequence, the verbatim

1443 -4 <

statements in myAfieldnotes are, for the most part, those of relatively mature
people.

In 1981-82, ﬁogt of my respondents were in their teens or early twenties
when they were confined at Tule Lake and four were children. Their statements

provide many distinct and instructive facets of the experience of evacuation and

segregation. While the picture of life at Tule Lake never will be complete, I

believe it has been significantly enriched by what my respondents told me.

Problem of Presentation

Much of what the Japanese Americans chose to say in 1981 and 1982 may be fully
understood or appreciated 6n1y if one is familiar with wﬁat actually happened at
the Assembly Centers and the Relocation Centers, and finally at Tule Lake. Some
of the significant attitudes and events about which people spoke very freely in
1943, 1944, and 1945 were not referred to in 1981 and 1982. 1In consequence, I
decided to provide the reader with a relatively brief historical account of what
happened to Japanese Americans -- and to the segregants of Tule Lake —- during
World War II. This historical account will include many verbatim statements that

. Y
have not as yet appeared in print.‘ Then, as a separate action, I will present in

b
\

chronological sequence the verbatim responses made to my questions in 1981 and 1982.
I shall include numerous cross references, so that the reader may easily make

comparisons.
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The litigation initiated by Wayne Collins on behalf of the renunciants

dragged on for many years. Detailed accounts are presented by tenBroek and

S
by Michi Weglyn. Weglyn concludegd her account with the following statement:

March 6, 1968. It was twenty-three years after he had brought
the illegal,racially abetted deportation of the Nisei and Kibei to
a screeching halt thatt Collins was, finally able to write in the con-
cluding renunciation proceedings (Abo v.[Ramsay A.] clark) with an
air of justifiable triumph:
A majority of those who had been forcibly removed to
Japan were restored to their home in this country. The
fundamental rights, liberties, priviledges and immunities
of these citizens are now honored. The discrimination
practiced against them by the government has ceased. The

episode which constituted an infamous chapter in our history

has come to a close.

‘l
CLASS PISTINCTION AND "NO FRATERNIZATION

—

In Impounded People, Spicer,_gg_gl. give a detailed description

of the status distinctions that were immediately established in the reloca-
tion centers.

As the uprooted people came into the centers they suddenlyy
found themselves in communities organized on the basis of two
distinct classes of people--on the one hand "evacuees" and on the
other "appointed personnel." Despite:individual efforts of WRA staff
to. act as if distinctions did not exist, the basic fact was in-
escapable. At point after point the earliest experiences in the
center drove it home. . .The feeling of being prisoners permeated
the centers from the first. - -Being an evacuee involved being in

a subordinate position. At Some centers the commanders of the

3Weglyn, Years of Infamy, p. 265, William Morrow and Co., New York, 1976.
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military police announced that there was to be "no fraternization

with evacuees." Some Project directors also let it be known among

the staff that they did not encourage personal relations with eva-

cuees.

When I arrived at the Gila Center in July of 1943, I was told that I
would not be permitted to interview evacuees in my room in the women's bar-
rack. On one occasion, when harvesters could not be found for the cotton
crop, the administration at Gila planned a cotton picking "picnic" in which
both staff members and evacuees were to participate. I was the only Cauca-
sian who rode to the cotton field in an Army truck with some Japanese friends.
I had never seen them in such good spirits and, at the time, I did not under-
stand why they were so happy. The next day I was informed by a staff member
that the project director strongly disapproved of my "fraternization."

When I visited Tule Lake, in February of 1944, I was told that staff
members or visitors like myself were not permitted to enter "the colony" un-
less they were accompanied by an armed soldier. With the assistance of Mr.
Robertson, I was able to by-pass this regulation; I was escorted by a co-op-
erative member of the Internal Security, who remained outside in his car
while I made my visits.. I was surprised and moved at how pleased my Japanese
American friends were to see me; poor as they were, some af them served food
during our visit. At the time, however, I did not fully appreciate the mean-
ing of these social gestures.

During my visit of mid-March, I was able to talk with a number of the
"appointed personnel." Some of them were very sympathetic to the Japanese

Americans, who were now called "residents" or "colonists."

lImpounded People, pp. 83-84. An excellent and detailed description
of evacuee subordination is given in Impounded People, pp. 83-102.




At the end of that day I wrote in my notes:

During my three day stay I have found at least a half dozen

staff members who are surreptitiously sympathetic to the evac-

uees. My neighbor, the laboratory technician, is secretive about

her sympathetic attitude. Says she, "If they find out how you
feel, they'll start the war of nerves and torture you till you
quit.'!

Another staff member told me that she would Very much like to go in
and look around "the colony," but '"that was not considered the thing to
do here."?

During the entire year of 1944, virtually no Caucasian staff member
with the exception of Mr. Robertson, (an assistant project director much
respected by the Japanese) some Christian pastors, and myself, engaged in
anything that could be called social intercourse with the Japanese Americans.

I was not consciously aware of the devastating effect of this policy
of "non-fraternization" until, in 1981 and 1982, I talked to some of the
Japanese Americans who, as children or young people, had been helped by
the occasional teacher or pastor who refused to conform to the administr-
tive or military regulations.

When I asked Joseph Kikuchi, who was nine years old when he was con-
fined in the Rower Relocation Center, what he remembered about the school,
he replied:

I thought it was real good. . .They didn't have any faci-
lities except homemade desks and a couple of books. I still
remember the teachers were really dedicated type. I think

quite a few were Quakers or Christians. The type of encourage-

ment and everything that they gave us was really ‘good, I think.

2Field Notes, March 1944.
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Because during World War II, when the popular thing is to hate
\\ the Japanese, those people commited themselves and helped us.
’ When I asked Robert Oda (then 21), "Looking back, what was the most
helpful thing you learned about your fellow human being?", he responded:
There were some people who came from outside, non-Japanese,

you know, Americans, some were teachers, some were with the

Administration, that genuinely wanted to help us. . .I think

that I realized that not all people hated us. . .I thought not

everybody hated us and also I started to take in Christianity

in camp. And I started to realize that God loves us, regard-

less of who we are. That, I think, helped me a great deal. . .

It was then when I became a Christian.

When I asked Arthur Kikuchi (then 16) what incidents at Tule Lake came
especially to his mind, he said:

The beloved missionaries were there. I don't know if you

ever got to know Hazel McCartney. Mr. McCartney was our high

school physiology teacher who later went to Japan as a mission-

ary teacher, came back and then went through the seminary; to

this day we keep up correspondence.

Mrs. Kataoka was 37 years old at the time of the evacuation. She was
sent to Tule Lake as an isolated individual because all of her relatives
had repatriated to Japan in June of 1942. She told me that she had sur—
vived this experience by becoming a Christian. When I asked her: "Is there
any experience that you still carry with you--that you can never forget?"
she responded:

The people's kindness in the camp. I never forget. Because

being well, I used to g0 to church so, . . .administration people

- « .high school teacher, grammar school teacher, they all get




together and they used to invited not only me, but all the Chris-

tian people that wanted to go and have a chat with the people

there.

Military Service After Tule Lake ~— ;7

Three of my respondents told me that after their confinement at Tule
Lake they had served in the United States Army. Joseph Kikuchi had been

taken to Japan by his parents. "I spent one year in Japan and then I came

back on my own. I was fourteen or so. And I made my way since then by myself."
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Robert Oda, age 19, told me:

What happened was that there was a constant rumor going on
that the white staff members of relocation authority was stealing
the food out of the warehouse, and was selling it to the black
market. I guess it was because the food at that time was very
bad; there was hardly any meat at all; for weeks. So, apparently
some people were kind of patrolling that area at night and they found
somebody taking food out of the warehouse--a couple of Caucasians--
and there was a truck. Whether they were actually stealing or
not, I don't know, but anyway it was suspecteds+gnd then I guess
some arguments happened, and then these two Caucasians just ran
into the administration building, apparently, and then the director
called up the Army. Of course the Army came in and just knocked
down everybody's head that looked Japanese.

I was in complete shock, and most of the people that were
beaten up were the night crew members of the motor pool, which was
in the administration area. They had no idea of what was going
on. They were rifle butted and they were slugged, they were hit
over the head, and so. . .and then a tank came right in to the portion
that the evacuees lived. They were shooting machine guns and all
that. I think they were shooting in the air, but they were yelling
at everybody to get back into the barrack. Of course some people
were just going to the bathroom and all that, and they couldn't go
to the bathroom.

The only rioting was actually the soldiers. . .not the eva-
cuees. The papers kind of turned the thing around. Actually all
the violence was done by the soldiers.

In the morning, we all started to go to work, and I guess the




éFieldnotes, 1944:21, September.

5Fieldnotes, 1944: 12, October.
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and,the list was to be presented to "both the American and the Japanese

governments."

On September 21, Mr. Yamashita, an underground leader, had
explained the purpose of the petition to me:
Those who refuse to sign this will have people asking them,
"Are you loyal to Japan or not? If you are not loyal why don't

you go out (relocate)?"

They will have to sign this. . . If they don't dign this they

will be known to be not loyal to Japan and will be told in public,
"You are not Japanese." Of course, many people who don't want to
go back to Japan will sign this, but then they will go in a corner
and keep quiet.

You know that the people behind this have been working under-
ground for a long time. Anyone who would have come out openly
would have been put in the stockade. We have been working on this
since April, awaiting the moment, but we had to keep it secret.

4

Now the time has come.
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Some took refuge in the belief that these new regulations s
e ——
apply to theé;//MrT—Kurusn—assufeé-me+—ﬂ{fl3’tﬁ6‘Iﬁfé_f6f_W§K—Eg_Eﬁgnge its

/%oliﬁies regarding Tule Lake. I was segregated ‘and I made up my mind to
stay here for the duration." A Nisei girl told me: "I and my family aren't

really worrying, because we consider ourselves genuine segregants and are sure

1

that we will be among those who will be left at Tule Lake." t©thers—expressed

A1
their anxiety more epenly and more angrilys ™Poes this mean-that they (the

American government/) have'just been kidding around, that repatriation and

segregatién.”. —which _we.were told to take seriously, is just a big joke?"1
¢

<; The reasons for their alarm were complex. Before the evacuation most of

‘;:7the older people had been poor farmers or farm workers. In the process of

lWRA, Community Analysis, "Center Trend Report (Dec. 8-12)" manuscript,
December 26, 1944
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block. '"Oh, everybody prayed for me,'" he said and laughed.

Joseph Kikuchi, age 9, told me that Mr. Noma and his father had been close
friends.

He (Mr. Noma) was very logical in explaining what's happening. . .I

don't know for sure, but I think he might of stood up in the block

meeting and he might of expressed his point of view and it didn't

go over.

Because if you stood up and said something, then they would

beat you up. . .I remember my father saying he (Noma) stood up at

a block meeting and expressed his point of view and I think it kind

of embarrassed the fanatics. And I think to a certain degree they

lost their face and I think that's how they got after him.

Mrs. Kataoka was 37 years old at the time of the evacuation. She lived alone
at Tule Lake because all of her relatives had been repatriated to Japan in June
of 1942. She told me that she had survived by becoming a Christian. But since
seh was the Christian in her block, her neighbors, 'who were all Buddhists"
called her inu, and would bark at her when she '"went to church on Sunday morning.'

THE RISE OF THE RESEGREGATIONISTS

Rumors about the inu subsided by the beginning of August. First covertly,

then overtly many people began to express dissatisfaction with the unending

tension. With increasing frequency they wished that there might be some ''peace

and order." A few older men told me that '"the troublemakers" (the Resegregationists)

were disgracing the Japanese and were "acting contrary to the desires of the
Japanese government."l No one, however dared to suggest that anyone ought to

co-operate with or assist the administration.

1pOING FIELDWORK, p. 143.




Meanwhile, the Resegregationist leaders were delivering ''educational
lectures'’at small block meetings. They assured their listeners that Japan
was winning the war and they interpreted the various reverses as strategic
traps into which the American forces were being drawn. They further empha-
sized that, "for those who desire to return to Japan, the discipline and
education of our children adapted to the system of wartime Motheﬁ are ab-
solutely necessary' and that, with the consent of the WRA, they were in the
process of forming an organization which would provide such discipline and
education. On August 12, a young Buddhist priest received permission from
the administration to use the high school auditorium for a lecture on Japanese
history and culture. About 500 young men attended the lecture. The priest
and other speakers then announced that the purpose of the meeting was to
form a centerwide Young Men's Association for the Study of the Mother Coun-

-—

try (the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinendan). This association, they said, would pre-
N

pPare its members to be useful citizens of Japan after their expatriation

through a series of lectures and classes on the Japanese language, history
and political ideology. The speakers also distributed a manifesto which

stated that the organization would favor '"the renunciation of American citi-

: ol 2 : . :
zenship on moral principles," and that it would "refrain from any involve-

ment in center politics."
Within a few weeks about 500 young men had joined the Sokuko, as it was
now called.
Morning outdoor exercises were initiated and participation
was made compulsory for the members. These exercises gradually

became more and more exhibitionalistically militaristic. Bugles

20n July 13, the project newspaper had reported that 'a new law
dealing with the relinquishment of their citizenship by American citizens has
been passed by the Congress of the United States and signed by the President.’
No one, however, spoke to me of this matter at this time.
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and uniforms were purchased and the young men, wearing grey sweat
shirts and headbands, stamped with the emblem of the rising sun,

marched out to the firebreaks, goose-stepping, and shouting "Wash-

sho! Wash-sho!' (Hip! Hip!), and drilled to the accompaniment of

patriotic bugling. These exercises took place before six o'clock
each morning and, week by week, additional Japanese militaristic
features were added to the routine.3

Some of my respondents approved of the Sokoku and some joined it. A
Nisei woman told me that, "the Sokoku men have worked out some good things.
Take those zoot-suiters, for instance, they're going to have a heck of a
time when they go to Japan."

Another conservative friend assured me, "The Sokoku is not a pressure
group; they are not going into politics. They are for the study of Japanese
culture. That's why I joined them."

But more knowledgeable people were suspicious. An older Nisei said:
"I don't know the true motive behind it. I'don't care to have any part
in it." An intelligent and shrewd young man told me: "If they get too much
power and can't control themselves, they might cause some trouble. A lot
of people are against it, but they are afraid to say anything."

The one spirit-lifting event of August 1944 was the release of all the
men still confined in the stockade. They had obtained their release with
the help of the American Civil Liberties Union.

On September 24 the Resegregationists circulated another petition
requesting the signatures of all people who wished to return to Japan at
the first opportunity. In an explanatory pamphlet they stated that their

group was preparing a final list of proposed repatriates and expatriates,

3Thomas and Nishimoto, p. 313.
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andythe list was to be presented to "both the American and the Japanese

governments."

On September 21, Mr. Yamashita, an underground leader, had
explained the purpose of the petition to me:
Those who refuse to sign this will have people asking them,
"Are you loyal to Japan or not? If you are not loyal why don't

you go out (relocate)?"

They will have to sign this. . . If they don't dign this they

will be known to be not loyal to Japan and will be told in public,
"You are not Japanese." Of course, many people who don't want to
go back to Japan will sign this, but then they will go in a corner
and keep quiet.

You know that the people behind this have been working under-
ground for a long time. Anyone who would have come out openly
would have been put in the stockade. We have been working on this
since April, awaiting the moment, but we had to keep it secret.

Now the time has come.'[+

Many people reacted to thig second petition with irritation and exas-
peration. Some told me that they wished the agitators and the superpatriots
would leave them alone. Some told me that people who did not sign the peti-
tion were being threatened. One young man who subsequently did expatriate
to Japan told me, "I'm Japanese no matter what they say. . .We don't show
that we're Japanese by signing the petition!" He added, "When they circu-
lated the petition, they said, 'If you sign this paper, you won't be drafted
into the Army, and you'll be the first to get on the exchange boat. So every-

body signed it.5

ﬁFieldnotes, 1944:21, September.

5Fieldnotes, 1944: 12, October.
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The Resegregationists claimed some 10,000 signatures, but the majority
of names were those of minors or infants.® And, as Mr. Itabashi, an elderly
Issei friend, told me, '"The majority of the people signed the petition under
intimidation or ignorance."

Early in Qctober an aged anti-resegregationist was hit over the head

and knocked unconscious.7 Many cases of vandalism, party crashing, thefts,

and fist fights were reported. On October 10, my benevolent Issei friend,

Mr. Itabashi, told me that he had spoken at a church meeting and had exorted

the young men to followAhigher ideals of Japan which, he said, were not com-
Patible with agitation or violence. "I said this camp is no place for young

men to make trouble. They should study. I said, 'Young men, behave yourselves!'"
He also told me that he was telling the Resegregationist leaders "The Japanese
government is not so narrow-minded as you."

Fiye days later, on the night of October 15, Mr. Itabashi and two other
elderly men returning from a church meeting were attacked by a gang of young
men and/lbrutally beaten. Since the victims refused to name their assailants
or give any description of them, the Caucasian Internal Security was able to
accomplish nothing, and the evacuee police, following precedent, refused to
handle the case. On October 30, the son of a man who had openly criticized
the Resegregationists was knifed.

In mid-November, this terrorism was abruptly halted when the men who

had served as the people's representatives in October and November of 1943

STHE SPOILAGE, p. 317.

"WRA Community Analysis "Report on:Center Trends (Oct. 8-16)" manu-
script, October 16, 1944
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beganAto oppose the Resegregationists.8 They could afford to do this not only

because they were widely respected, but because they too had a following of

4

e
Staﬂﬂwart young men who could serve as bodyguards. As the feud continued,

people began to resign from the Resegregation Group's organizations. On
December 19, a friend told me:

They (the Resegregationists) stated in their regulations
that their organization was not political. But gradually they
stepped into politics. I didn't like it and the people don't
like it either. . . .I believe most of the members are really
disgusted about the way the organization is running. They push
people. Their idea is wrong. They are forcing all these things.
Everybody is criticizing them now. This is a good time to jump

off.

THE RENUNCIATION OF AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP

The Resegregationists were now threatened from another source. On
December 6, John Burling, representing the Department of Justice arrived
at Tule Lake to open hearings for persons who had applied for renunciation
of citizenship. THergupon the Resegregationists intensified their activities,
holding their noisy predawn militaristic exercises as close to the fence as
possible and blowing their bugles louder than ever. Burling, however, pro-
ceeded to investigate the group and interview the leaders. He told them,
and announced to the other residents that their activities were subversive

and, if continued, would lead to internment in a Department of Justice camp

for potentially dangerous enemy aliens.

8Many of these leaders of the Daihyo Sha Kai had been confined in the
stockade until the end of August, 1944. Although some of them were nominal
members of the Resegregation Group, they refused to participate in the Re-

segregationists' activities. For a detailed account of this situation see,
DOING FIELDWORK, pp. 163-6 or THE SPOILAGE, p. 329-32.
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However, two administrative decisions, one by the Army and the other by
the War Relocation Authority, transformed the general distrust of the Resegre-
gationists' program into a wholehearted support of their major aim--the re-
nunciation of American citizenship. On December 19, the project newspaper
announced that "the new system will permit the great majority of persons of
Japanese ancestry to move freely anywhere in the U.S. that they wish to go."
On the same day, a mimeographed statement by Dillon Myer:was distributed
to all the residents, to the effect that "all relocation centers will be
closed within a period of six months to one year after the revocation of the
exclusion orders." On the same day, Project Director Best announced: "The
Tule Lake Center will be considered both a relocation center and a segrega-
tion center for some time to come. Those whom the Army authorities designate
as free to leave here will be in the same status as residents of a reloca-
tion center."

These announcements amazed, bewildered, and frightened the segregants.
Some took refuge in the belief that these new regulations simply did not
apply to them. Mr. Kurusu assured me: "It's too late for WRA to change its
policies regarding Tule Lake. I was segregated and I made up my mind to
stay here for the duration." A Nisei girl told me: "I and my family aren't
really worrying, because we consider ourselves genuine segregants and are sure
that we will be among those who will be left at Tule Lake." Others expressed
their anxiety more openly and more angrily: '"Does this mean that they (the

American government) have just been kidding around, that repatriation and

segregation. . .which we were told to take seriously, is just a big joke?"1

The reasons for their alarm were complex. Before the evacuation most of

the older people had been poor farmers or farm workers. In the process of

lWRA, Community Analysis, "Center Trend Report (Dec. 8-12)" manuscript,
December 26, 1944
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evacuation, they had lost everything. If they now left Tule Lake, their sons
would be drafted and they would be left alone and penniless in an alien and

hostile country. Most of the younger people did not wish to abandon their

parents and siblings, and even ghen they wished to leave Tule Lake, they

were agonized by their parents' pleas that they not be left alone. And while
some people I knew genuinely wished to "get out of Tule Lake" they had se-
cond thoughts when they read or heard of statement like these:
"The people of California are overwhelmingly opposed to the

return of any Japanese during the war. . . to allow the Japanese

to return during the war is inadvisable because it would cause

riots, turmoil, bloodshed, and endanger the war effort. . .Return

of the Japanese Americans to the west coast is apt to result in

"wholesale bloodshed and violence," Representative Engle, Demo-

crat, of California, said today."2

On December 19, an Army team of some twenty officers arrived at''Tule
Lake and began to hold hearings at the rate of 400 to 500 a day. Only males
were given hearings, it being assumed that females would remain with the
males of the family. Reports quickly spread that regardless of the answers
given to the soldiers, almost everybody called for a hearing was given an
"exclusion order", which meant that he would be expected to leave Tule Lake
and take up residence outside the zones of exclusion. On December 24, a
Nisei girl told me: "A friend of my brother told the soldier that he was
a repatriate and loyal to Japan, but he was still handed a permit to leave
camp provided he does not go to certain excluded areas." On the same day
another young woman told me: "I am worried by the results of the hearings
of some of the young men I know. In spite of their pro-Japan statements,

they were not told that they would be detained."

2SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICAL, December 13, 1944
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In their desperation many_people concluded that their only path to security

and refuge in Tule Lake was to renounce their American citizenship. On Decem-
ber 19, Mr. Kurusu, a very reliable informant, told me: '"Four men whom I

know were called today by the Army. They asked them questions like 'Do you
want to go out or do you want to renounce citizenship?'" By December 27,

Mrs. Wakida was asking me anxiously, "They can't force us out if we have signed
for renunciation, can they?" And on December 24, a Caucasian Social Worker
told me: '"The majority of people who talked to me are convinced that renun-
ciation of citizenship will keep them in Tule Lake."

This growing conviction that security could be gained only by the renun-
ciation of citizenship revived the power and influence of the Resegregationists.
And when, on December 27, the Department of Justice removed seventy prominent
members of the group to the detention camp at Santa Fe, the Resegregationist
ideology once again came to dominate the camp. For months, the Resegrega-
tionists had been urging people to renounce their citizenship. Now, they
boasted, their leaders, by being interned, had been placed in a secure refuge
and no longer needed to fear resettlement or military induction.

On December 29, a Nisei girl told me: "I heard the rumor that all those
who renounce their citizenship will be taken to Santa Fe."

On January 2, a Nisei girl said: "We wouldn't mind going back to San
Francisco if we had everything as when we left. We'd jump right out. But
we've lost everything."

On January 3, a Nisei woman told me: "They (the Resegregationists) say
they are glad to be picked up. They say we, who are left behind in camp,
are going to be kicked around, while they will be safe and sound in intern-
ment camp.

On the same day, another anxious Nisei girl said: "I don't know what's

going to happen to us! TIt's very confusing. I think everybody feels that.
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Why do they want to kick us out? It was their fault we came here. They can't
say, 'We'll give you 25 dollars and coach fare. Get out by such and such a
day.' Since people have been in camp three years, their funds are exhausted."
On January 5, a young man told me, "We have nothing now to depend on. We
aren't sure of getting jobs. I feel the WRA plans for closing the camp will
be a total failure, unless it increases financial assistance. I don't know
one person who wants to go out."

This intense anxiety and sense of helplessness were greatly increased
when, on January 5, Dillon Myer reaffirmed his earlier statement that the
WRA's prime objective. . ."is to restore the people residing in the relocation
centers to private life in normal communities.'" An official pamphlet stating

that families who left the center would receive a maximum of assistance of

coach fare and a total of $25.00 was distributed throughout the camp.ad'

The Resegregationists now literally went berserk, performing their mili-
taristic Japanese exercises with ever increasing noise and exaltation. As
Mrs. Wakida told me "Even the old ladies are running around in slacks, yelling
'Wash EEEL'” The parents of the young men who had been interned proudly told
their neighbors, "My child has now become a true Japanese!" My hitherto cau-
tious and moderate friend, Mr. Kurusu, told me, "If this place becomes a re-
location center, they'll draft us. In that case we must get busy and renounce

' George Kunitani said, "There is a widespread rumor that

our citizenship.'
those who have not renounced areigoing to be kicked out of camp." Several
people asked me if the rumor that the Department of Justice was ''going to

take over the camp'" was true. Newspaper reports of how Japanese Americans

or Nisei soldiers had been threatened, attacked, shot at, or had their homes

%S

Thomas and Nishimoto, p. 343, (Italics theirs).
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burned, were quoted to me.l In Idaho, a mob attacked a group of Nisei soldiers

and in California, shots were fired at the home of some relocating Japanese
Americans.

As applications for renunciation continued to pour in, Burling, the Depart-
ment of Justice Representative, tried to stem the flood by asking the WRA to
declare Tule Lake a "refugee center" from which no one would be forced to relo-
cate for the duration of the war. WRA, however, refused to yield on the matter
of forced resettlement and the only concession made--on January 29--was an an-
nouncement that '"those who do not wish to leave Tule Lake center at this time
are not required to do so and may continue to live here or at some similar cen-
ter until January 1946."

During January, 3,400 young persons (407% of the citizen population) applied
for denationalization. On February 12, Mr. Kunitani, a concerned friend, wrote
me a letter telling me of a current rumor that if young men did not join the
Resegregationist Group, ''they will be subject to draft by March of this year."
He continued, "I am of the opinion that some kind of statement should be forth-
coming from the Justice Department. . .The result, if left unabated, will not
only be tragic but dreadful. I don't know what you are able to do, but for
justice's sake, please take some action."

In all, 707% of those eligible renounced their citizenship. On March 16,
the WRA belatedly announced that all resegregationist activities were unlawful.

MEMORIES OF THE RESEGREGATIONISTS AND THE RENUNCIATION OF CITIZENSHIP

In 1981-82 only 12 of my 27 respondents chose to speak about the activities

of the Resegregation Group, and most of these preferred to tell me how they

avoided or resisted the proselyting activities of the "super patriots." For

lSee, for example the SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER, Jan. 5, 1945; SAN FRANCISCO
CHRONICLE, Jan. 18, 1945; PACIFIC CITIZEN, Jan. 13, 1945; ROCKY SHIMPO, Jan.
17, Jan. 24, 1945; COLORADO TIMES, Jan. 24, 1945.
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example, Thomas Sawada said: '"This so-called Hoshi-dan group started. . .They
talked them into joining this organization. . .some innocent Niseis who didn't
know what it was all about. . .So, anyway, they came over to our place to see
if we would join them. I said, 'Don't bother us. We have our own ways of doing
things. You do your way, I do my way.'"

Joseph Kikuchi, age 14 at the time, told me that his father had not per-
mitted him to go to the Japanese language school organized by the Resegregationists.

That was radical. . .My father kind of thought that it was militar-

istic. . .They shaved off their heads, they had the rising sun on

their sweat shirts, all of them was completely to Japan.

My father didn't like any kind of fighting, so he just said,

"That's not the way I'm going to do.'" We went to the regular Japanese
school, where they just taught us the language, it wasn't any brain-
washing.

That period really disturbed the people of the camp. Up to that
point the people obeyed what the administration told us to do.. And
the line of communication in the block and all the way down to the
residents was very strong. But when this force came, it really des-
tructed the whole administration and the line of communication, be-
cause it split the camp in two. The one was: you had to be a super-
patriot to Japan. And the other was: you were just an internee, be-
cause you wrote No-No on your loyalty questionnaire. They really
split the camp apart.

I asked, 'Did you, as a boy, have any experiences with these people?'" He

responded: 'Well, we were kind of fortunate, because in our block we had only

two or three families (of Resegregationists). But if you were in a block where

the majority were that type, then they could really make your life miserable.'

I said, "Yes, I have it in my notes. They forced people to sign." He re-

sponded, "Right. And they beat you up. I still remember that we boys went




(39)

in groups whereever we went. Because, if you wéren't on their side, you know,
they would try to pick a fight."

Taro Tokunaga, a Hawaiian-born Japanese American in\his early forties,
Ko :

told me that he admonished some yoLng Resegregationists and that !'some
\
\

people" had threatenéd to kill him.

v While a number of my respondents W&d renounced their citizenship, only

two of them were willing to talk about this experience.
. & ¢




facilities to treat her. .apparently they tied her down to a messhall table
and I could hear her screaming all through the night and that really bothered
me. « .she was separated from her family and she was about my age, . . .We
were crowded together like flies. I remember thinking, I can't stand it. . .
In contrast, Mr. Morimoto, a 36 year old Issei, responded to thisl
question by telling me that the toilets in the assembly center were bad and

that his wife was unable to go to the toilet for three days. He laughed

heartily and I asked him what had finally Happened. He responded: "She

couldn't go, but after a while. .you gotta go!"
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When,iin 1981-2, I asked my respondents, "Was there anything in the relecatien
camps that made you feel especially angry?" all ef the male citizens said, "The
military registration," and xg procededff to give me detailed accounts ef
their anger, their sense of being threatened, and theimxfespnrasarinerbxReerisR
xmmnmnm‘xdﬂxﬁxﬁxmxmffxvxﬁmﬁmdxtxxmn§NEXXthixxmxxﬁziﬂﬂﬂxnthehcnsnahenoﬁcnonéuebocc

their sewse
bmcmnmenbheanAbsbaBBbhhﬂhhﬁhhbbbBbhbﬁbbbbbhbbbbbbbbbbbbhbbbbbbbb/indignqtion
over the fact that their leoyalty to the United Siates was being questioned.
One yEmx man began k% his rEmgEwst response by sayinggp "Our loyalty was questioned
and that is what T resented. . Because I sidwkk refused to answer I was labelled
a disloyal citizens of American and I've had to live withf that Emeaktxkx for all

After a
these years." Then his voice broke, Emkxafksmx/a pause,he zExkiwwmst said

loyal. . we were brought up te be Americans, and then, suddenly,_Eg_Eg betrayed

like this!i®
Wemen gave me shorter and less emoticnal respomdes. One told me me that she
theught the mkwk military questionnaire was stupid. Ahother told me that she

figured she was safe because she waa a citizen, and then laughed bitterly.

<L“‘Some of the most moving statements about the military questionnaire
were made by teenagers who came to be stigmatized as '"disloyal" because their

parents or their elder brother had said '"No-No." Their parents, they explained ,
wvexexnuhxiipreriapanexednutnwexaxagugkkt conld see no way that they could suppert
a family in the hostile world outside the center. One young man, age 15, told me,

"I remember many a night when we discussed the possibility of relocating. But they

would say, #Where? With such a large family?" We had absolutely no resources,"

o
Whenffgf these young people suggested that they relopate alene, their parents

"would not even mwk® entertain the idea. They didnamt didn't want to split up

the family."
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‘was.about to be tranferred to the Jerome B6@8 Center. T asked him about

this and he told me that he was not going te Jerome, but that his

"friendliness and mixing with Xk evacuees" was responsible for the rumors.
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On May 24, this atmosphere of relative relaxation and good spirits
was shattered by a tragic event. A Japanese American, returning to the
projeét from his assignment outside the area, had an argument with an armed
sentry and the sentry shot him in the abdomen. He died the next day. My
Japanese American friends were not only shocked and angry, but terribly
afraid--afraid that there might be another uprising and that they too would

be shot.

““thesJapanese see~a soldder: in-eamp,.it.makes: their blood boil.™

§adduhen he WRA issued a statement that the shooting was the respon-

hy

P S i @ Vi ~ n @ 2, x;“((:v«:z waes
e ot w’//xe ,aﬁ’;.‘f de 4 'y' resy 5 3
sibility of the Army and not the WRA, some—people—asked-me—anxiously; 1f

the WRA isn't responsible for the safety of the people, who is responsible?"

On June 8, two weeks after the shooting, several of my respondents
spontaneously and almost impulsively began to talk about the inu (informers).
A young man told me that a certain Msw—Amzadge<s police warden, was being

o O Aarr

called an inu. Anothé%'faung.magktold me that he had refused a job offer
from Dr. Opler, the Community Analyst. '"He's a good guy, but the fellows
working for him are inu." On the same day  -Mes=Kuriharas. a middle-aged man
who had been born in Hawaii told me that some people were calling him inu
because I visited him occasionally. He added, "Having inu around keeps
everybody on edge. Everybody suspects everybody else. . .It keeps the
people in a constant state of tension."

On the night of June 12, the brother of a particularly notorious ac-
comodato?;;faﬁkoﬁNdé;; was assaulted and beaten so severely that he had
concussion of the brgin. The next nighgdpM¥v—Aa;;;7 the accomodating police

warden was beaten.

night of June 17, a gang of young men invaded the project high school, tore




of the Cooperative Enterprises who managed the highly successful general
stores or canteens. Many of these were 0l1d Tuleans, that is, presegrega-
tion residents of Tule Lake. Some may have been technically "loyal,'" since
several hundred "loyal" families had simply refused to leave Tule Lake when
the segregation took place.

With the cooperation of these men the Army and the WRA arranged a re-
ferendum (on 11 January) in which the residents voted whether they would
maintain the strike or return to work. By the barest majority--a plurality
of 473 out of 8,713--the residents voted to abandon the strike.

Many people now returned to work after first having been "cleared"
and given a pass which they were obliged to present daily to the sentries
guarding the gates to the administrative quarters. On the other hand, al-
most half of the residents had voted to continue the strike, and these per-
sisted in asserting that their still-confined representatives had been be-

trayed and that those who had negotiated the truce and referendum were "a

bunch of inu'"--that is, '"'dogs" or informers.

In February of 1944, many of my respondents told me that they wanted
peace. Others assured me that the center would not really settle down
until the men confined in the stockade were released. Others told me that
"we have to get rid of the inu." By mid-March, however, most people had
become less anxious. When they spoke of "the inu" it was with contempt,

rather than fear or anger.
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lunderground group had sent Jéwe petition to Attorney General Biddle and the
Spanish Embassy asking for permission to circulate it. This letter passed
from the Attorney General to the Secretary of the Interior, thence to Dillon
Myer, the national director of the WRA, and then to Mr. Best, the project
director at Tule Lake. Best passed the letter to Mr. Black, an assistant
»_ Pproject director, who decided that he would allow not a petition but a
survey. He added to the survey, "It is further understood that the survey
will be made without committments on the part of the administration." The
underground leaders ignored Mr. Black's suggestions and circulated their

' original petition. Seeshofas. and-Nishimotor=pp#8230:5-

sect’;ﬁe-eo?%“beﬂtew { The petition




down all the moveable fixtures and flushed them down the toilet. On June
21, a metally deranged Issei attacked his roommate with a hammer, almost
killing him. Several people told me that "The old man had found out that

O- CF LA.
his friend was an inu.'" On June 24 I called on two of my best friendsv(ﬂfu

/ ws*:is% I?Ead m at the Gile Center, and—Since then
they had been among my most helpful respondents. %&gziTégggéa was looking
so anxious and upset that I asked her if anything was wrong. Looking from
right to left she whispered, "I think everybody is nervous in here. This

(doe= “W T IS e
place gives me the willies." M#w.Tsurudajastonished me by denouncing the
A

"radicals" and the "pressure gang" and telling me that he was considering relo-
cation. "The trouble is they expect you to act like a damn radical and go

out and kill every hakujin (Caucasian) on the other side of the fence. And
when you don't act like that you are an ggg,'dv(Forty years later his sister

told me that he was being threatened

;ciosely with hdis Cauecasian superwvisor in an attempt to improye the quz lity
?f the food served in the mess halls.) Other re “ |

spondents were also nervous

,2<§§’E7 \and called a dog because I visited him frequently and because he was working
Lt

and ill at egse. One man said desperately: "If the agitaters and spies would

get out of here we'll bhe united. But it wouldn't matter if we didn't have

On June 28, nineteen Issei were sent from Tule Lake to the Santa Fe

Internment Camp operated by the Department of Justice. Fifteen were taken.%;9‘

from the stockade and four from the evacuee area. On June 30 another man

was assaulted.

By this time I had had all I could take. Although the head of our

V/ research group had told métythat I was never, under any circumstances, to
talk to any members of the administration, I disobeyed her and, on July 2

I called an administrator of high rank, who, I knew, had often gone out of




his way to help the evacuees. I told him that knkndxaxprxexmaxikignxafnothaashen
ExakxrxExxkX the situation in the camp was pathological and that I had a
premonition of disaster. He indicated that he aprxemdxwikkxme was aware of t his

but there was nothing he could de. Then

he lowered his voice and told that on the night before some Resegregationiség

had told him that the removal of the Issei to the Santa Fe detention center
was "the last straw.'" <They no longer could or would restrain their "strong
arm boys." Future attacks might not be restricted to beatings. They might
result in murder. That same evening the General Manager of the Co-op, Mr
Noma, who had been stigmatized as a "Number One Inu," was found lying on
his brother's doorstep with a knife pushed through his larynx to the base

of his brain.
The immediate reaction to the murder was a general state of panic.

All members of the evacuee police force resigned. People rushed to the

Co-op to stock up on food supplies. s

el

\ Some gollaborators, who feared they might be '"next on the list" were

taken from the center and housed in the administrative area.

1
The murderers were never apprehended and the Japanese American police
/

\ /force was never properly reconstituted. And though some of the tension
\ diminished, everyone remained aware that resistance to or criticism of the
"strong-arm boys! would result in assault or assassination and that any at-

tempt to obtain the protection of the authorities would only increase the

danger.




Rumors abbut the inu subsided by the beginning of August. First covertly,
then overtly many people began to express dissatisfaction with the unending
tension. With increasing frequency they wished that there might be some ""peace
and order." A few older men told me that "the troublemakers" (the Resegregationists)
were disgracing the Japanese and were "acting contrary to the desires of the
)y 2
Japanese government.' No one, however dared to suggest that anyone ought to

co-operate with or assist the administration.




Meanwhile, the Resegregationist leaders were delivering "educational
lectures'at small block meetings. They assured their listeners that Japan
was winning the war and they interpreted the various reverses as strategic
traps into which the American forces were being drawn. They further empha-
sized that, "for those who desire to return to Japan, the disciplineiﬁnd
education of our children adapted to the system of wartime Mothe%A:;e ab-
solutely necessary" and that, with the consent of the WRA, they were in the
process of forming an organization which would provide such discipline and
education. On August 12, a young Buddhist priest received permission from
the administration to use the high school auditorium for a lecture on Japanese
history and culture. About 500 young men attended the lecture. The priest
and other speakers then announced that the purpose of the meeting was to
form a centerwide Young Men's Association for the Study of the Mother Coun-
try (the Sokoku Kenkyu SeineEAan). This association, they said, would pre-

N
pare its members to be useful citizens of Japan after their expatriation

through a series of lectures and classes on the Japanese language, history
and political ideology. The speakers also distributed a manifesto which

stated that the organization would favor '"the renunciation of American citi-

1]
zenship on moral principles,"fz and that it would '"refrain from any involve-

ment in center politics." .
; KSolcafy

Within a few weeks about 500 young men had joined the Sokakp’, as it was
now called.
Morning outdoor exercises were initiated and participation
was made compulsory for the members. These exercises gradually

became more and more exhibitionalistically militaristic. Bugles

tbn July 13, the project newspaper had reported that "a new law
dealing with the relinquishment of their citizenship by American citizens has
been passed by the Congress of the United States and signed by the President.”
No one, however, spoke to me of this matter at this time.




and uniforms were purchased and the young men, wearing grey sweat
shirts and headbands, stamped with the emblem of the rising sun,
marched out to the firebreaks, goose-stepping, and shouting "Wash-

H]
sho! Wash-sho! (Hip! Hip!), and drilled to the accompaniment of

patriotic bugling. These exercises took place before six o'clock

each morning and, week by week, additional Japanese militaristic

features were added to the routine:!v

Some of my respondents approved of the Sokoku and some joined it. A
Nisei woman told me that, 'the Sokoku men have worked out some good things.

Take those zoot-suiters, for instance, they're going to have a heck of a

time when they go to Japan." Other respendemts teld me that many

Another-consérvative-friend assured mey.'The-Sokoku-is mot“a“pressure
g

group;-they“are not g6ing int6 polities+ —They. are for thé.stqu_eéﬁgﬁgaaﬂse

Cu1turﬁ:T'Tﬁﬁf‘khuﬂi;Isyof%ea Them.'

B&t &og:&.gag%}edgeablwaglewwa‘fe _snspmous % Go:‘eral respendents
™

'w@;.t'am tb}at many people dlsa'ﬁ;ggvedw "B bt '.fl PETatraid to say Pﬁtﬁ?ﬁg "

;)Hpeople disapproved of the Sekeku, "ﬁht they are afraid to say anything,"

The one spirit-lifting event of August 1944 was the release of all the

men still confined in the stockade. They had obtained their release with

the help of the American Civil Liberties Union.
L_A'\/
On S%ptember 24 thﬁﬂResegregatlonlsts clrculate Naneﬁber*petltlon

- .ﬂ“
” ¥

reqﬁestlng the 51gnature§)of all,Eerle who w1shed to return to Japanaat
£ (f i *
\fhe flrst opportunlty. En_anw”Zplanatory ‘pamphlet they stated that. their

grogy”%as pr”’irlng a final list qﬁyproposed repatriates and expatriates,

P T

IaThomas and Nishimoto, p. 313.
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On September 21 I paid a casual XXXX»gn ene cf the most influential of
the Resegregationist leaders. He seemed very distraught and asked me
questions so obtuse and involved that I was unable te understand him.
Finally, his wife, who had been sitting quietly and knitting, asked him,
¥ "Why den't you tell her the truthz You knew you can tfust her." He
thereupon showed me a draft of another petition requesting the signatures eof
s1ll pxmx®x--a¥1 people who wished to return to Japan at the first opportunity.
The pekxk petition was accompanied by an explanatery pamphlet which

stated that the Resegregationists were preparing a gxxx final list ef

AL~
repatriates and expatriates and that this list was te be{eggented te both

hmnkaganexexxun the American and the Japanese governments.saﬂe tEn asked me

if the presentaticn of this petition wewld be fellewed by the arrest of

its spensors. I replied that I #id not think seynkmtgxaxnkhznrbherdnhandgn
se, but, on the other hand, it was difficult to predict how the administration
would act. He then told me that he and his supporters "had been working
undergreund since April" but now, they felt, "the time has come." "The people

will have to sign," he added, or they

‘would be taunted in public and teld, "You are not Japanese." Me
admitted that many people who did nct wish to return to Japan would

sign, "but then they will geo in a corner and keep quiet."

oaceeges, the
Three days later the Resegregations circulatedctbtgceeceosfpetition.

XEANEEKXRE However, this time, many people reacted with irritation and

exasperation. L:

R. Wax, Fielancues, September 21, 194l.




/gg;gyiaaa Some told me that they wished the agitators and the superpatriots
> o]

& ol
would leave them alone,i=Somesteoldd-we that people who did not sign the peti-

tion were being threatened. One young man who subsequently did expatriate _
to Japan told me, "I'm Japanese no matter what they say. . .We don't show

that we're Japanese by signing the petition!" He added, "When they circu-
lated the petition, they said, 'If you sign this paper, you won't be drafted
into the Army, and you'll be the first to get on the exchange boat) So every-

body signed it.“’

The Resegregationists claimed some 10,000 signatures, but the majority of
names were those of minors or infants. Many gpww people, I was told, had
signed the petition under intimidation or XiXgm or igé%ance. Buring October
stxcmencwhnc hadcEmnependycappesednthenpatibionnwere four older men thvhad

openly opposed the petition were brutally beaten. The son of anrtheffﬁxﬁ-ogpo&eﬂt

was knifed. The victims refused to name or describe their assailants.
/ \

AP

In mid-November, ,this terrorism was abruptly halted when the men who

\’)/
L §
;9ﬁ)had served as the people's representatives in October and November of 1943




A

ol
(32)
oml(’.tl,m«;/‘)\ 1

beganAto oppose the Resegregationists.

8

They could afford to do this not only
because they were widely respected, but because they too had a following of
StaL@wart young men who could serve as bodyguards. As the feud continued,
people began to resign from the Resegregation Group's organizations. 0%
Déééébgfxig;“awfriend~toia*mé:

£
They "(the_-Resegregationists) stated in their regulations
e X

that their organization was.mnot political. But gradualiy they

stepped into politics.” I didn't like it and the.people don't
“like it either. .. . .I believe most of the members are really
/ N
disgusted about the way the Srganization is running. They push
people. Their idea is wrong. Thgy/are forcing all these things.
Everybody is criticizing them now. This is a good _time "t0" jump

of f

okl ERENUNCTATION-= OF AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP

The Resegregationists were now threatened from another source. On
December 6, John Burling, representing the Department of Justice,arrived
at Tule Lake to open hearings for persons who had applied for renunciation
of citizenship. Tﬁergupon the Resegregationists intensified their activities,
holding their noisy predawn militaristic exercises as close to the fence as
possible and blowing their bugles louder than ever. Burling, however, pro-
ceeded to investigate the group and interview the leaders. He told them,
and announced to the other residents that their activities were subversive

and, if continued, would lead to internment in a Department of Justice camp

for potentially dangerous enemy aliens.

j‘aMany of these leaders of the Daihyo Sha Kai had been confined in the
stockade until the end of August, 1944, Although some of them were nominal
members of the Resegregation Group, they refused to participate in the Re-

segregationists' sctivities. For a detailed account of this situation see,
DOING
NG FIELDWORK, pp. 163-6 or THE SPOILAGE, p. 329-32,
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However, two administrative decisions, one by the Army and the other by
the War Relocation Authority, transformed the general distrust of the Resegre-
gationists' program into a wholehearted support of their major aim--the re-

nunciation of American citizenship. On December 19, the project newspaper

—

announced that "the new system will permit the great majority of persons of
Japanese ancestry to move freely anywhere in the U.S. that they wish to go."
On the same day, a mimeographed statement by Dillon Myer:was distributed

to all the residents, to the effect that "all relocation centers will be
closed within a period of six months to one year after the revocation of the
exclusion orders." On the same day, Project Director Best announced: '"The
Tule Lake Center will be considered both a relocation center and a segrega-
tion center for some time to come. Those whom the Army authorities designate
as free to leave here will be in the same status as residents of a reloca-
tion center."

These announcements amazed, bewildered, and frightened jehe segregants.

Before the evacuation most of the older people had been £x poor farmers er

farm workers. In the process of
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evacuation, they had lost everything. If they now left Tule Lake, their sons

would be drafted and they would be left alone and penniless in an alien and

hostile country. Most of the younger people did not wish to abandon their

parents and siblings, and even ghen they wished to leave Tule Lake, they

were agonized by their parents' pleas that they not be left alone. And while
some people I knew genuinely wished to '"get out of Tule Lake" they had se-
cond thoughts when they read or heard of statement like these:
"The people of California are overwhelmingly opposed to the

return of any Japanese during the war. . . to allow the Japanese

to return during the war is inadvisable because it would cause

riots, turmoil, bloodshed, and endanger the war effort. . .Return

of the Japanese Americans to the west coast is apt to result in

"wholesale bloodshed and violence," Representative Engle, Demo-

crat, of California, said today."a]

On December 19, an Army team of some twenty officers arrived at''Tule
Lake and began to hold hearings at the rate of 400 to 500 a day. Only males
were given hearings, it being assumed that females would remain with the
males of the family. Reports quickly spread that regardless of the answers
given to the soldiers, almost everybody called for a hearing was given an
"exclusion order", which meant that he would be expected to leave Tule Lake
and take up residence outside the zones of exclusion. On December 24, a
Nisei girl told me: "A friend of my brother told the soldier that he was
a repatriate and loyal to Japan, but he was still handed a permit to leave
camp provided he does not go to certain excluded areas." On the same day
another young woman told me: "I am worried by the results of the hearings
of some of the young men I know. In spite of their pro-Japan statements,

they were not told that they would be detained."

1 35AN FRANCISCO CHRONICAL, December 13, 1944
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In their desperation manfﬁpeople concluded that their only path to security

and refuge in Tule Lake was to renounce their American citizenship. On Decem-
ber 19, Mrr=Rewesw, a very reliable informant, told me: '"Four men whom
know were called today by the Army. They asked them questions like 'Do you
want to go out or do you want to renounce citizenship?'" By December 27, %~

Y ns, Wpnan ouked ma.
Mrs.—Wakida Waswaskingeme anxiously, "They can't force us out if we have signed
for renunéiation, can they?" And on December 24, a Caucasian Social Worker
told me: "The majority of people who talked to me are convinced that renun-
ciation of citizenship will keep them in Tule Lake."

This growing conviction that security could be gained only by the renun-
ciation of citizenship revived the power and influence of the Resegregationists.
And when, on December 27, the Department of Justice removed seventy prominent
members of the group to the detention camp at Santa Fe, the Resegregationist
ideology once again came to dominate the camp. For months, the Resegrega-

LI hs pArciatios
tionists had been urging people to renounce eirAFitizenship. Now, they
boasted, their leaders, by being interned, had been placed in a secure refuge
and no longer needed to fear resettlement or military induction.

On December 29, a Nisei girl told me: "I heard the rumor that all those

who renounce their citizenship will be taken to Santa Fe." A iew days latver

rEE WS

a number of young pwople assured me that they would "HEXEXNE n ¥ nmkxokwst not mina

relecating

"if we had everything as when we left. Bukxwmkx But we'ye lest everyth

Tn addition, some pointed out, they

i_ng. "

had no assurance of kuingexhkgnﬁxhsxxgnxxixgx
finding employment,




Heks intense anxiety and sense of helplessness were greatly increased
when, on January 5, Dillon Myer reaffirmed his earlier statement that the
WRA's prime objective. . ."is to restore the people residing in the relocation
centers to private life in normal communities." An official pamphlet stating

that families who left the center would receive a maximum of assistance of

yl

coach fare and a total of $25.00 was distributed throughout the camp.
The Resegregationists now literally went berserk, performing their mili-
taristic Japanese exercises with ever increasing noise and exaltation. e’
Even elder women/ now participated in the momwing exercises, wearing slacks and
yelling "Wash shol" The parents ef the young men who had been interned proudly
teld their neighbors, "My child has now become a true Japanese!"™ There was a
widespread rumor that those who had not renounced were going to be kicked out of
camp. Newspaper reports of how Japanese Americans or Nisei soldiers had been

threatened, attacked, shot at, er had their homes

1. Thomas and Nishimoto, p. 343, (Italics theirs.)
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burned, were quoted to me.l In Idaho, a mob attacked a group of Nisei soldiers
and in California, shots were fired at the home of some relocating Japanese
Americans.

As applications for renunciation continued to pour in, Burling, the Depart-
ment of Justice Representative, tried to stem the flood by asking the WRA to
declare Tule Lake a '"refugee center" from which no one would be forced to relo-
cate for the duration of the war. WRA, however, refused to yield on the matter
of forced resettlement and the only concession made-—on January 29--was an an-
nouncement that '"those who do not wish to leave Tule Lake center at this time
are not required to do so and may continue to live here or at some similar cen-
ter until January 1946."

During January, 3,400 young persons (40% of the citizen population) applied
for denationalization. On February 12, Mr. Kunitani, a concerned friend, wrote
me a letter telling me of a current rumor that if young men did not join the
Resegregationist Group, '"they will be subject to draft by March of this year."
He continued, "I am of the opinion that some kind of statement should be forth-
coming from the Justice Department. . .The result, if left unabated, will not
only be tragic but dreadful. I don't know what you are able to do, but for
justice's sake, please take some action."

In all, 70% of those eligible renounced their citizenship. On March 16,

the WRA belatedly announced that all resegregationist activities were unlawful.

In 1981-82 only 12 of my 27 respondents chose to speak about the activities
of the Resegregation Group, and most of these preferred to tell me how they

avoided or resisted the proselyting activities of the "supef patriots." P
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In talkkng sbout that peried a repondent, then age 1lli, dmaznhhed emphasized
disturbed the people in the camp were. : -;—y~ 'UP to that
“point the peopl; obeyed what the administration told us to do. And

the line of communication in the block and all the way down to the
residents was very strong. But when this force came, it really des-
tructed the whole administration and the line of communication, be-
cause it split the camp in two. The one was: you had to be a super-
patriot to Japan. And the other was: you were just an internee, be-
cause you wrote No-No on your loyalty questionnaire. They really

’
split the camp apart.

I said, "Yes, people were forced to sign." He responded: "Right, And they beat
yeEmxmpm¥nEnxhiht nraxaxnEnmiroxnxexhegsnwanidnganinngnonps you up.," He then
told me that he and his friends never Wxikmtx walkegiéb;sugh the damp
alone but always went in groups. "Because, if you weren't on their side,
they would pick a fight."

While a number of my respendents had renounced their citizenship, only

two were willing te talk abeout this experience. On man teold me:




23,

And that was another éfupid thing that we got caught doing. Partly

K

it was our stupidity, but it was also forced on us:by thg_ggggggﬁﬁ_v : )TLLC; )
and the people in power. . .After so many years in camp, one becomes:;
a different person. . .I know that psychologically we were not normal,
and whepever we were up against some kind of problem, the environ-
_ment affected the way we made decisions and we reacted.
AHL;GL3
'I went through the renunciation process too. And that was
mainly a reaction again. I was very depressed during that period.
In fact, I thought I was coming down with a mental breakdown at
that point. . .I was getting all those dizzy spells and ringing in
my head and all that sort of thing. I couldn't concentrate or re-

member anything. I was in pretty bad shape for a while. It was

a very very difficult tyying time.

R

During the summer of 1945, many renunciants wrote to the Department of
Justice and asked for permission to withdraw their renunciations. The num-
ber of applications increased sharply after the surrender of Japan. The
Department of Justice, however, was preparing to send all of the renunciants
to Japan. On September 26, regulations governing their deportation were pub-
lished and on October 8, the department began the "registration of the renun-

ciants'" who were fingerprinted and photographed. They were told that they
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were now classed as 'mative American aliens.'" Thereupon, a group of renun-
ciants obtained the support of Wayne Collins, a San Francisco Attorney. On
November 5, Collins entered two suits in federal courts asking'éhat certain
named renunciants be set at liberty, that deportation orders be cancelled,
that the applications for renunciations be declared void, and the plaintiffs
be declared nationals of the United States."l During the following weeks
the number of plaintiffs rose to 4,322. On December 10, 1945, Department of
Justice officials at Tule Lake announced that "mitigation" hearings would be
held for all renunciants and also for those aliens who did not wish to re-

turn to Japan.

During this period——Septembeg 1945 to January 1946--thousands of people
left Tule Lake and resettled in other areas of the United States. On August 1,
the population was 17,341. On January 31, it was 5,045, all of whom were detainees
of their families. On February 12, 1946 the Department of Justice announced
the names of 406 renunciants who had not passed the hearings and who were to be
deported.

During the fall of 1945 and the early months of 1946 over a
thousand renunciants and many Japanese aliens sailed for Japan. Through
February 23, 1946, a total of 4,406 resideﬁts of Tule Lake had also
left. Of these 1,116 were renunciants who did not apply for a miti-
gation hearing, 1,523 were aliens, and 1,767 were American citizens,
all but 49 were the minor children of aliens or renunciants. . . All
in all, some eight thousand persons of Japanese descent left for Japan

between V-J day and mid-1946.2

lPrejudice, War, and the Constitution. Jacobus tenBroek, Edward N. Barnhart,
and Floyd W. Matson, University of California Press, Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1970.

21bid. pp. 180-1.
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The litigation initiated by Wayne Collins on behalf of the renunciants
dragged on for many years. Detailed accounts are presented by tenBroek and
\/ by Michi Weglyn. Weglyn concludgi her account with the following statement:
March 6, 1968. It was twenty-three years after he had brought
the illegal,racially abetted deportation of the Nisei and Kibei to
a screeching halt thatt Collins was finally able to write in the con-
cluding renunciation proceedings (Abo V.[Ramsay A.] Clark) with an
air of justifiable trigmph:
Ya majority of those who had been forcibly removed to
Japan were restored to their home in this country. The
fundamental rights, liberties, priviledges and immunities
of these citizens are now honored. The discrimination
practiced against them by the government has ceased. The
episode which constituted an infamous chapter in our history

V|
has come to a clbse.l ‘l

;n Impgunded People, Spicer, et.al. give a detailed descéription

of the status distinctions that were immediately established in the reloca-
tion’centers.

As the uprooted\People came into the centers they suddenly
found themselves in cqmmunities organized on the basis of two
distinct classes of people--on the one hand "evacuees" and on the
other "appointed personné%." Despitesindividual efforts of WRA staff
to act ag#if distinctions Sis’not exist, the basic fact was in-
escapable. At point af}erﬁpoipt the earliest experiences in the
center drove it home. . .The feéling of ‘being prisoners permeated

the centers from the first. . aBeingﬂan evacuee involved being in

? subordinate position. At some centers the commanders of the

Ld&eglyn, Years of Infamy, p. 265, William Morrow and Co., New York, 1976.
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Most repondents were willing to talk about their postwar experiences and mmey

gave me detaioed accounts. One young man told me that kXhEmamkhorakimaxwxd
at Tule Lake
xaiuxeﬁnxuxaihnnxhinxxnxxninxxxx/he xat ddveloped a friendship with a

missionary teachef§ who kamagwkamdxhimx advised him not te go to £ Japan with

his parents and seven mkikix sibling;f But "after my family repatriated I was put

on the depertation list. That was unthinkable because I expected to be
released any day." But then "I joined the Tule Lake Befense Committee and
wayne Bollings came to our rescifa, . His intervention prevented additional
deportations. " After aggaae-ugﬁ;;ﬁgéaringi)in which he was asked whether
he would bear arms for the United States and whether he was loytal te the

% wW—2a o,
Emperor of Japan he was releasedy Qnig?ﬂn;b; drafted,avﬂe\ée;ved in the \
Army for 15 months. Ai&g;.h&ewro&o.ae)he went to San REanzazosx Francisco , st
buohcwascuaab cHdhboogbnEsmnoacwascacqu 4&ithouoh D was a qualified x-ray

rl‘v. AN\L‘

techinician and jobs were available in sy category, thepearxIXx, would ngbs

givé‘@é); job.!\And so-1 wéshéd dishes and cleaned windows and put myself
through college."" Finally, with the assistance of #a zympathatibon sympathetic
Jewish dmmxmkxx doctor he was accepted as a iz studént by the Stanferd
¥t Medical Scheol, At‘the end of our talk I asked him, "Leoking back
tcday, what part of your experience is still the hardest to bear?" He
responded:
I think the incarceration without a héaring. I still wake up in
a pool of swemkx sweat and I'm still in camp writing letter te
the Justice Bepartment and getiing no replies. .. To this day I'm
still in camp. XXX .It's a recurring nightmare.
He then teld me that hé:;;s testified at the hearings conflucted by the

by the Commissiondfi on Wartime Reachatitcac Relocation and Internment ef

Civilians but that most kk® of the Nisei he knew were afraid to testify .

\ $ : it A
VThey still de not believe that their citizenship =mwxxx entitles them to

(0
Ixexax legal justice.
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Most of m¥fpesponents.nho were oermltted to relocate without

being subjected te deportaticn xxxxxxk§§x hearingsyalsvxaxnkaxkzs Xiskx

xXEanﬁxﬁiankaaimﬁhfﬁxmihkasxnxﬁhaynééﬁéi}e;gérienced difficulties in
Several

finding employment. Z%wum/were promised jobs on the East Coast{ or the Midwest,

but when they arrived they were told that the jobs were not axaidek=

available., GmEmzoxphemzhayzdxaknxnkpsheixirnRixhzdehdelghiaxirwexsiooonsosygx

vixnkixgxaxpkwxx One woman told me that she and her Busband had stayed at

a Philasephia hostel for xk six ®w menths,BCEEECEECE "visiting employment

offices every day" until her hushand finally £xm was given a job as a

farm manager. Several teenagers dexk described how they worked Xkmix

their way thxmmugx through high school and cellege as domestic servats er

dishwashers in restraurants. One ycung woman whose pxxxxxxx&x varpntq Yo

/ 2 ’VA J ’J ." A /‘l \-4' e L +
sxpanximhednte repatriated to Jaoam\had a severe nervous br@qkdown.

One young man who, at age X% 15 waxnkakerxtmnkagmocgodkis accompanied
alone
his paxmwk repatriating parents to Japan returned/to the United States at

Loy o Kq/
age 17 and worked hid way through hlphschoolfanﬁwsventuaWlyhbfdame a
physician. He told me, "Having survived that, I think I can survive

anything. But I learned that with patience and determination you can

overcome anything and succeed,"
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ik ﬁapanese Americans who have read some of the interviews have empha-
sized that some of the people who were interned ﬂg;ve never been able to cope
with their experiences”/and that these experiences r"Ezave affected them in

their whole 1ife."™ They have also emphasized that "'Glany were able to rise |

above their unpleasant experiences and rejoin the mainstream of society, /
/S

although it took them longer to make it back?‘ L .
v

In fact they have become personnel direc@&rs, architects, insurance
salesmen, expert electricians, designers, professors, doctors, and, in at
least one case, dedicated and appresiated leaders in their communities.

Many spoke with deep appreciation




of the xx axxkk assistance given them by Jewish and Bhristian @ngamhzakkwwsx

groups who tnokchbeactngc took them in and £= helped them find employment.

\
X

One young man said,";\éarned that not all people hated us.dndmthahchiedctmeasce
wsnknxpphizte mfixwkpxwEnxxex®x Another said: "I learned that God loves us

in spite of what we are." ZXhenyouhgbwbxbrbukbxhabixhxhzr¥buzsbkrzakhbbhbb

In describing her recovery, the young woman who had a nervous breakdown told
mw: "No matter what happens, God loves me without any strings attachedi"

About half of my Nisei rmxnmwimkix respondents have become Christians and

active participants in church groups.

Three of my respondents told me that during the Korean war

they had volunteered for service in the United States Army. XAXsmxwfxkwww
4\(1\ N LR
Eexmem xiddxihx hxnMoXikaey Inkekkixewze A1l aﬁpbhe?ﬂw>re placed in
§ 1R
Military Intelligenceln 1981 anq\iﬂﬂ§’!9ﬁ? dhey emphasized the fact that

they had been given a "high military classification" enly a few years

after they had beenf stigmatized as "disleyal".




Children and young teen-agers who were taken to Japan by their
repatriating parents probably suffered the most agonizing of the experiences
created by the evacuation, In the desolation of wax postwar Japan xkmxEx
wasntitttecfosxyh they were obliged to sleep in train stations or makeshift
cardboard shelters and to beg for foed. One boy, age twelve;told me that
his family had cooked and eaten weeds to stay alive. Ammkimxx His brother
told me that he had fainted on the street{ and that the experience had
left him with a terrible sense of insecurity and a perzasnzezie ana

pervasive fear of bExgx being poor and hungry. The ultimate traums was

the fact that thev were rejected by the native born Japanese. BNENY NUNEXNRIAR
km¥sinmextkak  Several young women told me that they were treated as
Eukskdexxx despised "outsiders" and were told, "Mgd¥ "You're not Japanese!
Tou're American! Why did you come here?" Another said that she and

her fellow expatirates could never feel at home imdax in Japan, Older

XEXERN respondents did not wxak to talk of this aspect of their life in Japan,




Subsequently I asked several Japanese born universi;y_sgq@gn;s about this
. i} y {
phenomenon. They told me that "a Japanese born in Americ%is always considered

an outsider in Japan and will never be accepted as a true Japanese.'" I also
noted that Charles B. Munson had said, "The American educated Japanese is

a boor in Japan and is treated like a foreigner."

lCharles B. Munson, "Report on Japanese on the West Coast of the United
States," in HEARINGS, 79th Congress, lst session, Joint Committee on the
Investigation of the Pearl Harbor Attack. Washington D.C. Government Printing
Office, 1946. (Cited from Weglyn, YEARS OF INFAMY, pp. 41-2.)

Om June 6, ¥22 1981 I asked the woman who, with her baby had been
pushed away from the stockade mEr fence by one of the military police,
"Was there anything that happened to you that helped you to become a wiser
or better person?" She thought for a long time and then said, "The

experience definitely made you wiser. There will not be a second time.

Befinitely!i"
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kai (year-end party) which, as Araki and Horii note, is a party held "to promote

goodwill and to patch uo vast misundarstandings." For a contempeorary ovarview of this
sort of party in the Gila center, see Y. Okuno, "The Bonankai® (Decembar 1942), 3 pp.,
JERS, F K8.18.

58. As Robert Spencer , in "Pressure Groups and After," 41, out it: "In view of
Williamson's drastic attitude with regard to liquor on the project, the Tani faction must
nave falt that they jained a definite moral victory." In this same report, 60, Spencer
surmises that the liquor (as well as the food) for the Tani dinner was oaid for out of

Rocky Nippon funds, and in a later document, "Pressure Groups and After," 12, he

suspicions that the liquor was obtainad by Tani from a man named Seika, who headed
all of the gambling syndicates in Canal and conductad a liquor business on the side. On

Williamson's antiliquor crusade, see the Gila News-Courier, 7 November 1942. While

liquor did freely circulate around the camp a3 a result of it being sald to the internces
by Caucasian and Negro construction workers as well as from soldiers in the adjacent
military police compound, it is somewhat ironic that it was a cousin of E. R. Fryer,
WRA Regional Diractor and, for a short while during the fall of 1942, the acting
director of the Gila camp, who oosad oerhaps the biggest provlem. According to Robert
Spencer, this individual "formed an agency of nhis own in conjunction with certain
people who were active in gamhling rings. For saveral weeks he orought in cases of
alcohol which he sold [for six dollars a pint]. At length he was apprehended by the
Internal Security Department . . . . held on charges of bringing liquor to Indian land
and . . . sentenced to a year in a Federal penitentiary." See, "Notes on
Administration," 16.

59. Spencer, "Pressure Groups and After," 5.

That things had gone as far as they could go was something which the Canal

administration realized only too well. Surely it was a paint grasped intuitively by the




new project diractor, Leroy Bennett. Although Bennett had advised the members of his
+aff not to attend the Tani dinner, some had apoai—ntly interoreted their avpearance
there as a command performance. Immediately thersafter, however, Bennett, aided by

Chief Williamson, proceeded with olans to gather up the ringleaders of Canal groups

like the Kenkyu-Kai, the Engaiby, the Sumo Club, and the Kibei Club, and have them,

and their counterparts in Butte, r2moved from the Gila center at the next sign of
jissent. That Hme came a littls over a month later when the Army and the WRA began
a ragistration of the interned oopulations in all of the centers for the Jaint purpose of
datarmining their suitahility for service in the armed forces and their fitness for leave
“learance out of the camps and resettlement into the mainstream of American society.
This registration policy met with surorisingly swift resistance in a number of the
centars, including Gila. Once again the Kenkyu-Kai mushroomed into prominence in
Ccanal +o assume the leadershio »F “he resistance movement there, while an even more
intsnse demonstration of r= tance, soearheaded by the Gila Young People's
Association, was enactad in the Butte camp. This time the administration was prepared
to take action without askina cquestions. After four days (February 8 to February 12),
the negative answars to cthe key "loyalty" questions oosed in the ragistration
questionnaire were racorded in such 3 large ratio to the totals that Bennett decided to
~ostoone the process for thre- iays. This lull in the nroceedings was utilized by the
administration to comnile 3= w1023 of the twenty-eight intarnees in Canal and Butt=
they belisved to e the orincipal “troublemakers" responsible for mounting tha
resistance shown by the ragistrants. Although the evidence supporting the culpability
of the alleged recalcitrant leaders was scanty, nonetheless Bennett, along with
williamson and Project Attorney James Terry, contacted the FBI and the United States
Attorney in Phoenix and raquested orasidential warrants to be issued for their arrest.

WRA national diractor, Dillon Mvy-r, approved this olan by telephone and, without
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announcement, on February 16-17, FBI agents apprehended fifteen aliens and Internal
Security staff members arrested thirteen citizen-. Of the eighteen seized from the
Butte camp, twelve were Kibei, mostly officers in the Gila Young People's Association,
including 2 man who was also the Sumo Club president; the ramaining six nabbed were
Issei, one of whom was the leader of the Kyowa-Kai. According to Robert Spencer,
"The Canal round-up was completad in about twenty minutes. Nine Issei were taken and
mne Kibei. The Issei were . . . as follows: Hirokane, who figured so prominently in the
Tada beating; Tani, the apoarent head of the Xenkyu-kal and agent for the Rocky
Ninpoon newspaper who had emerged as a leader at the time of the Tada beating;
Fujimoto, the Issei advisor to the Ribei Club and head of the Sumo Club; Okamoto and
Katagawa, Judo leaders; one woman by the name of Mrs. Matsuda who had been most
active at the tima of the heariny of Hirokani in that she supported actively the
justification for Tada's assauls; ~nd thrze others who ars not known to me. The one
Kibel who was taken was a 1 namad Akimoto [Minoru Okamoto], who is president of
the Kibei Club." See Robert Soencar to Dorothy Thomas, 18 February 1943 (as cited in
fn. 5 above). On th2 r>gistration and round-up at Gila, s=e also the following: Spencer
to Thomas, 12 and 15 i=bruary 1342; "Army Registration Summary: Gila River" (n.d.),
11 pp., JERS, F X5.12B; William Huso, "The Army R >gistration,” 21-35, FRGRRC,
R WRA, RG 210, NA; Unitad “zat»3 Naval Intelligence Service, Eleventh Naval District,
"Count>r Intalligence Tooicil 3tudy Memorandum B-7-0: Registration of Japanese at
Relocation Centars within ~h2 Eleventh Naval District” (May 10, 1943), 7 pp., JERS, E
K7.00; and John Edgar Hoover to D. S. Mver, 17 February 1943, JERS, F K7.00.
Although the sweep of susoects at Gila and their removal from the center for
the times tipped the balance of oower back to the government-appointed WRA
authorities, the entire set of developments extending from the Tada beating through

the registration amountad to a or>cess wherein the temporarily anomic and powerless
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Gila population rediscoverad th=i- ultural identity and wislded it 3s an instrument for
achieving self-determination and comanunity smoowerment. Clarke A, Chambers, in "The

'‘New' Social History, Local History, and Community Empowerment," Minnesota History

(Spring 1984), 17, has rscently remarkad that one of the strengths of the new social

history that has burgeoned during the oast twenty years in American historical

scholarship is that "[it has] raoflected existential concerns. It [has] racognized, on the

one hand, the weight of social powar in setting limits to the range of chaices open to
oppressed groups and classes; on the other hand, it [has] stressed the divarse strategies
through which such groups were able to achieve larger measures of control over their
daily lives and actively to shape customs, traditions, and institutions that enlarged the
sohere within which individuals and groups could mcve toward self-determination. The
new social history [has] affirmed the significance of struggls, of decisions made,

consequences accepted. The 'powerless,' the dispossessed, it has bean seen, were not

entirely passive objects or the victims of circumstances imposed uoon tham; especially

when group consciousness ran strong, they could exert countermsasur=s of resistance

and could, responsibly, c¢reate instruments through which countercultural values and

systems might prevail, even under extrame conditions of coercion, dominaticn, and

denial." [Emphasis mine.] It is in the soirit of this sas existential new social history,
then, that the present microstudy on Jamanese American wartime resistance is offerad
and it is in that same spirit that I am orsparing for publication a companion essay

focused on the registration and its aftarmath at the Gila center.
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AFTZR LEAVING TULE LAKE

The accounts that my respondents gave me of their experiences and

feelings after leaving Tule Lake are so varicus &k that I think it would

be best to present them as longitudinal entities, I will begin with

‘ : ‘ &
the statements of those respondents who wen taken to Japan by their
!’ Lg A2V f; CR ’: ‘r ‘c‘.

parents. One of the momhnmndmmf mest lwekd of these is the wt written

statement by Thomas Kikuchi, who was fifteen years old when his parents

repatriatede
Thomas Kikuchi

AFTEROGEAVIN GOTY LE (LAKE

I would say the four or five years after leaving Tule
Lake were the hardest time of my life. Having survived that,
I knew I could survive anything.

When we arrived in Japan in 1946, the country was in
utter chaos. There were people coming back from China, Manchuriza,
the Phillipines, Taiwan, Korea, and whereever else they might
have been. It seemed as though half of Japan was hombed out.
People were sleeping in train stations, in makeshift cardboard
houses; people looking for scraps of food, begging for food.
I remember once passing out on the street, and when I woke
up I was in a hospital. They told me I was suffering from
malnutrition. I hadn't eaten in weeks. Eventually I was
hired as an interpreter for the U.S. military occupation
forces. As an American citizen, I was allowed to live in a
foreign national dormitory and to eat my meals there.
Fortunately, one of my brothers was on occupation dutv, and he
lent me the money to return to the United States.

I was 17 vears old when I returned here. I had $20 in




my pocket. I worked in a restaurant washing dishes from
6:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m., 6-1/2 days a week. My pay was
$160 per month. After a year and a half, I decided there
was no future in that, so I enrolled in high school. I
worked in a private home for room and board while attending
school. Now that I think of it, they had a bargain. For
$25 a month, they had me do all the things they would have
had to pay a full time servant ten times as much.

For a long time I was even ashamed to tell people I had
been interned in camps during the war. It was almost like
I -had committed a crime and was incarcerated for it. Now
that it is in the open, I feel that a tremendous load has
been lifted off my shoulders. I am gradually getting to the
point of talking about it without getting too emotional.

EFFECTS OF THE CAMPS

Al

When we were herded into the camps, for all intents and
purposes that was the end of our family as a unit. I don't
feel the closeness I once had. In fact, I sometimes feel
very uncomfortable when we get together and talk about old
times. I would just as soon forget about those unhappy days.

I feel I was cheated because I really never had an
adolescent life. I started high school at 18 years of age,
never had a social life because I was working mv way through,
never experienced the things that teenagers do. I don't have
a class reunion to attend because I graduated under a special
program they had for veterans at the City College of San
Francisco. I dread holidays because of all my experiences in
having to work on those days to pay for tuition, having no
family to share my thoughts with or to be with during those
days. I put on a front at parties and get-togethers, but
my wife sees right through the facade.

After military service, I supported my wife and daughter
while attending school under the G.I. Bill and working odd
jobs. After finishing school, I couldn't get a job in
San Francisco. Many of the firms told me they could really
use my services but their clients might not approve. So I
moved away from San Francisco and have been living in this
city now for 23 years. For almest 22 vears I have been an
of ficial court reporter for the Superior Courts of this
county. I am proud of the fact in all those years I haven't
failed to file my trial transcripts on time, often working
seven days a week, 15-hours a day.

My camp experiences left me with a terrible sense of
insecurity. I have this fear about being poor and hungry
again. I am constantly striving for more sSecurity, even
though I could retire now and probably live on my pension
and the investments I have made. I attribute a lot of that
on my camp and post-camp experiences.




./,// - -1 ernestly feel we were interned because of pressures
put on the government by people who are racists and who -
stood to gain financially by our evacuation. My biggest
disappointment is the Supreme Court of the United States.

If this matter were brought before it now, there would be
no question but that they would rule against the evacuation.
They just didn't have the guts to interpret the law as it
should have bteen.

. However, even with all the imperfections and the
frailties inherent in our System, this is still the
greatest country to live in. I feel I have become a
better American because of what happened to me.

!
9

Y . O~ t Mitchiko Tsuda ___:
e = 7

Ana M a The most agonizing account of life after leaving Tule Lake was
e .
p N

given by Mitchiko Tsuda, who was weére years old when her mother ans x

took her and her two sisters to Japan,

The atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima in August, 1945,
That was horrifying news for my parents and mahy of their friends
in camp who had relétives in Hiroéhima. Many.people came to" our
barraék and listened to the radio and cried. My parents were.
frantic when they heard the broadcast.. They had four children
ip Hiroshima."They had nbt had any.communicétion with them

since the Pacific war started. We had no way of knowing if they

had survived_thé bombing and if so where they couid be or wh

was taking care of them,
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; My parents decided at this time that my mother and the

: three children (another sister was born in Tule Iake) should A
- go to Japan and my father would stay in California. My father's
}assets were still frozen, so he wanted to stay and try to recover
his funds. My mother had to go to Japan to see if her children
and in-laws were still alive., Slnce independent 01v1lian travel
rto Japan was impossible, the only way my mother could quickly
"get to Japan was to renounce hen American c1tizenship and get

on the expatrlatlon ship, It was an agon121ng de01sion but my
':;my mother renounced her citlzenship. i ‘ | R

' " After Chrlstmas 1945, we were flnally allowed to leave
‘lﬁ‘Tnle Ieke. My father left first. -Then my mother, sisters,

'*L'and I were put on a train for Astoria, Oregon to catch our ship

"tovJapan. ‘It was-during the night and raining outside when our
ftrain slowed doyn at the Klamath Falls station. The window
snades'were closed, but someone told us to peek-out. I looked
ouf.and there i sa& my father standing in the rain, all aione,
::waving to us., I was not to see him again for nearly ten years,
we ﬁere only.allowed to take things that we could carry by -
'ourseines; My sister and I had huge knapsacks on our backs
filled to the brim, My mother also had a knapsack plus a sult-
case and a free hand to hold on to my little sister. '
: : The shlp we took to- Japan was tne General Gordon, We weie
'~.1n steerage.where we were packed like sardines., There were 5

rows upon rows of bunks, and just about everyone got seasick,

Bl
\
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There was no nrivacy;. The ocean was.tery_roughvand 5 was.'
.drenched every time I went on deck, It took us approximately
_ten days to get to Uraga, Japan. i | - 4_
}': We were once again herded into barracks ianraga and-kept
athere for approx1mate1y two weeks, The food in the American
concentration camps was bad'but the food in Uraga was worse. -
_One <of-the Thifgs Weowere 2iven was—e har@%iscﬁtnc&&:—led :

' ision-remind |
. me*efuthém. Uraga in January was very cold but there was no
" heat in the building. T gt e

- After what seemed like a long time, we were put on trains

to be taken to our destination. " The train was so crowded that

i one could not get up to even use the bathroom. And every time

- the train made a stop at a station, there were Japanese soldiers
pounding on the w1ndows W1th their’ shoe to let them in, These
soldiers had no way of getting home since the Japanese railway
' system was notjin operation at that time, Our train was run by
‘jtthe.occupation'forces and we were told to keep the windows closed.
. By Sister used to have horrible nightmares about this erperience.
’ - My mother sent a telegram to my grandparents as soon as
‘she found out when we would get to Hiroshima, But when we got
to Hiroshima; no one was there to meet us. My‘mother knew where
- my grandparents lived s0 she deCided we should walk there since |
there were no buses or taxis. :

~There is a iarge river that runs through Hiroshima, There

T
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were some damaged and partlj hurned houses standing on the side
of the river where we ‘walked. But on the other side of the river,
all I could see for miles and miles was charred black flat
 land with hardly a structure standing. _ | |
- : VWhen we got to my grandparents' house, we were glad to find
',.j my grandparents and brother and three 31sters safe. Their home
was far enough away from the bombed area to escape any major '
' damage. But we were not welcome in Japan., We were scornfully
';.vasked, "Why didvyou come here?" Food was scarce and life was
| very difficult. I broke out with boils all over the palms of |
ihoth my hands; The dootor said it was malnutrition and I needed.’
: pen1c1llin. Penlcljlmnmes very ‘sScarce and my mother was only i)
%, .'J_'ab1e to get it through the black market. , A ,
- I attended a school that was damaged but stlll standing.,
'ihere were no glass in the w1ndows. The w1nters were cold with
no heatlng and my hands were frost bltten every winter, They
turned purple and swelled tlll the skin could not stretch any
',hmore and burst. | i G | |
My mother d1d not like Japan when she flrst went there in
'1926 as a teenager. She liked it even less this time. She
wanted to return to the United States as soon as she knew her
-family was safe. My grandparents were quite old so the burden
" of doing most of the hard labor on the farm fell on my mother s
lj,shoulders. There were no animals or machlnery to help her

lessen the burden.
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Occupation forces,Were just arriving.in Japan when wé got ™
v there, My mother used to stop anybody in a United States army
.uniform W1th an Asian face to beg them to help her to get back
.to the United States., omeone“%oldfﬁér“fhat there 38 a Japanese \
'_;,"American Citizens League XJACTL) ofi‘ice in Hiroshima. She went \
"j; 'there on numerous occasronsto ask for help in returning to the o
[g United States. A man purporting to represent the JACL told’ her-v'
| to bribe certain Japanese government offic1a1s with specific
! amounts of money or sugar or other American goods that my father
dsent her. She paid the bribes to no avail (no doubt the pro- 7
fessed "JACL representatlve" was a fraud) .My mother was an easy |
; target For any con artist who gave her any hope of getting back “
- to the United States. She knew she was being victimized dbut she
peréisted in her efforts/%o 1eave Japan at almost any c?ff:ww““j.
By 1949, my father had re-established himself in Monterey,
Californla and asked my brother and oldest sister to return fo -
= the United States, My mother wrote to her brother in Hawaii
"f:'topask i he; would take two of her children, She felt that
anyfhing would_he:better ror the children_than.stayingﬁin_Japan.
So in April,'i949, my brother, two sisters and I left Japan;
T'My brother and oldest sister went on to California vhile my
0y second sister and i stopped in Hawaii to live with my uncle and
aunf. Now our family was split in three ways, Japan; Hawaii; y

and California. I cried when I left Japan. I thought I Would'

- never see either of my parents again. I suffered a terrihlev'
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stomach upset on,the'day of my departure and T was to suffer

with this ailment often while in Hawaii. The doctors were never
eble to diagnose the cause of this pain. The mysterious stomach
'éches disappeared wvhen I came back to California and rejoined H
s ' T walked with a limp when I got to Hawaii. The Shriner's
Hospital doctors found that one of my'legs was an inch shorter

than the other and diagnoeed it to be caused by malnutrition,
After several years of care and proper diet the doctors were

amazed to see my legs even out, I llved in Hawaii for 31x and
d'a half years, Life in Hawall was much easier than 1n Japan but
sk mlssed my parents very much.ﬂ~> P A A ‘ ot
| o 2 was twelve years old vhen i got to Haveii..'I did not
‘epeak a word of English, I sat in a first grade classroom for
three monthe. Jrald not graduate from hlgh school untll I was
| twenty years 0ld. | ‘ | '
. In 3952, the ra01al restrictions for naturallzatlon was elr-.
minated and my father was able to become an American Cltlzen, but
oy mother was stlll struggllng to get back to the Unlted States., . -
Her numerous applications to the Amerlcan consulate went unanswered.i
- She says there were many times when she.wanted to end her life
in frgstration. By 1954, my brother was in the United Stetee
army stationed in Japan, and he was trying without'ﬁuch success
to get my‘mother repatriated to-the United States; My father
then by chance told someone in Carmel, California about the s

X L 2 A
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‘ plight of his wife and the difficulty she was'having in gettiné
back}to this country. This person evidently knew Senator William,
' Knowland and related the story to him, Senator Enowland kindly
., sent a letter on behalf of my mother to the American Embassy
"in Japan saying he had a special interest in her case. Magically,

.- the doors opened and my mother and two remalnlng s1sters were

'/authorized to take the next ship headed for the United States.
Even at the last mrnute, some‘GEEZEEEEiSQQWPerson sent a/false
:\telegram telllng.HEr not to come to the port because there was !
Vllﬁino space on the Shlp (pos31bly for an 1mpostor to tedke her place), /
but my mother was so determined to leave that nothlng could Y ‘,,/.
:ﬂst0p her” from boardlng the ship. ' £ ,‘,-;-.
My mother says she crled with joy when the Shlp left Japan,
j:Her 1ong ex1le was over and she was finally on her way home, She
 says she cannot express in words the elatlon she felt when she ‘
Jflrst saw the coast of Callfornla once ~again, Eventually, my

mother's Amerlcan citizenship was restored due to the efforts

.'h,of attorney Wayne .Collins, My parents were reunited after almost

"Jvr.nine Years of separation. My own ordeal was to continue for -

another year, I was finally reunited with my family in August,

1955. I had not seen my.mother for six and a half years and my |

" .father for nine and a half years., I left the United States for

“Japan when I was eight years o0ld and went to Hawaii when I was
-: twelve. I was eighteen yeas old by the time I was reunlted W1th
‘my family. : 1 2 . & _ K |




