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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Immigration and N aturalization Service

T * T j P &

Mail or take to :
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

Form approved. 
_Jîudget>Bureai^io;j4Î̂ R07SK7

ALIEN REGISTRATION
(Show the exact spelling of your name as it appears on yoar alien r t(-  
istration receipt card, and the number e f yonr car4. If yon did not 
register, so '

Name
No.

APPLICATION TO FILE PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION
(See INSTRUCTIONS, page 5. BE SURE YOU UNDERSTAND EACH QUESTION BEFORE YOU ANSWER IT.)

(la ) Was your father or mother ever a citizen of the United States? □  Yes Xjyfto. If “Yes” give full information _____

(lb) Can you read and write English? ^j^es □  No. SpeakEnglish? \grfie s □  No. Sign your name in English ? ¿ * fes  □  No. 

(2) In what places in the United States have you lived during the last 5 years ? List present address first.
F rom—

(а) 19$M
(б) ....... ,1
(e) ------------------- 1 9 -
(d)  ............. .„ ,1 9 —
(e)  ............—, 19...

To—

P resent T ime

Street Address

....._________

City and State

(3) What were the names, addresses, and occupations (or types of business) of your employers during the last 5 years? (If 
none, write None. ) List present employment first.

F rom- To- E mployer’s N ame

S  ?  Á- Jr._r_ e )rji s> y  e j f ..............

— ^Address Occupation or T ype 
of Busin ess

S 3

(4) Have you been out of the United States since you first arrived? Éf'Yes □  No. If “Yes” fill in the following informa­
tion for every absence of less than 6 months.

Date Departed Dati Returned
Name of Ship, or or Airune, Railroad Company, Bus 

Company, or Other Means Used To Return to the 
United States

Place or Port op Entry Through Which You 
Returned to the United States

/ f j / ____
'  r

SO  y j
(5) How many times have you been married? How many times has your husband or wife been married? __

Date Married Date Marriage Ended N ame op Person to W hom Married Sex
(Check one) 

Person Married Was 
Citizen □  A u e n  □

How Marriage Ended

(a) ----------------------------
( 6 )  ---------------------------------------

(C ) ---------------------------------------

( d ) ............................. .....................

Form N-400 (Rev. 8-1-60) (1) (Over)



hargara(6) Have you ever, in the United States or in any other country, broken any public law or ordinance; or been arrested, chars 
with violation of any law or ordinance, summoned into court as a defendant, convicted, fined, imprisoned, or placed on probajnon 
or parole; or forfeited collateral for any act involving a crime, misdemeanor, or breach of any law or ordinance ? □  Yes No.
If “Yes” give the following information for every case.

(а )
( б )
(c)
(d)
(e)

W h e n W here (City) (State) (Country) Offense  I nvolved Outcome of Case

(7) List each organization, club, or society in the United States or in any other country that you have been a member of at 
any time, and the dates of membership in each. (If none, write “None.”)

(a) .......... ...................... ............... ........— .......... - ......... -.......................... -............ -.................- .................19.............to 19.........
(&) - ............... - ...............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

( c )  ........................................................ ..............................  ..........................
(d) ......... .......... — -................. ......................................................................................................
(e) ....................................... .............................. - - -
(/) ...... - ......................................................  -

(9) ....... ....................

19.........to 19.
19......... to 19.
19....... to 19.
19....... to 19.
19—— to 19.
19....... to 19.

(8) Have you at any time been a member of the Communist Party in the United States or any other country? □  Yes 6 ^ o .  
If “Yes” give name of country and dates of membership: ...............................................................................................................................

(9) If you have ever filed a declaration of intention, state when......... ........................ ....... ......................................................
(10) Have you borne any hereditary title or have you been of any order of nobility in any foreign state? □  Yes
(11) Have you ever been a patient in a mental institution, or have you ever been treated for a mental illness? □  Yes No.
(12) Are deportation proceedings pending against you, or have you ever been deported or ordered deported, or have you ever
applied for suspension of deportation or for preexgfnination ? □  Yes QK’No. , a
(13) Do you owe any Federal taxes? □  Yes No. State last year for whiph you filed a Federal income tax return
(14) Have you ever represented yourself to be a United States citizen? la  Yes □  No. /
(15) If male, did you ever register under United States Selective Service laws or draft laws? l^Yes □  No. If “Yes” give date
you r e g i s t e r ^9-^^-/- .........  Were you ever exempted from s§*vice because of conscientious objections, alienage,
or other reasons? |0^Yes □  No. If “Yes,” state r e a s o n s ---- ...........................................................

...................... ............................................................ ......................
(16) If'you ever served in the Armed Forces of the United States,'state branch

(Army, Navy, etc.)

from 19. to 19.......; Service No.
type of separation .............................................................................. ; reason for separation: □  alienage □  conscientious objections

(Honorable, Dishonorable, etc.)

□  other........ ............................... .................................................................. ................................ .............................—.........................................
(If "other” state details)

(17) If the law requires it, are you willing (a) to bear arms on behalfyof the United States? [¿j Yes □  No; (6) to perform
M Ynoncombatant services in the Armed Forces of the United States ? m Yes □  No; (c) to perform work of national importance 

undeiysivilian direction? 0  Yes □  No.
(18) ^Have you ever deserted from the military, air, or naval forces of the United States while this country was at war? □  Yes 
WZ No. Have you ever left the United States or the jurisdiction of the district where you registered for the draft to avoid being 
drafted into the military, air, or naval forces of the United States? □  Yes wrfo.
(19) The law provides that an applicant for naturalization shall not be regarded as a person of good moral character who, at 
any time during the period of residence required for naturalization, got his or her income principally from illegal gambling 
activities; has committed adultery; has been a prostitute; has procured any person for the purposes of prostitution; has been 
a narcotic drug addict; or has dealt in narcotic drugs illegally in any way. Have you at any time, either within or outside the 
United States, ever been such a person or ever committed any of these acts? □  Yes p^No.
‘(20) List here every name by which you have ever been known except your present name. Include maiden name, if married 
woman.



SECTION OF LAW ............

STATEMENT OF FACTS FOR PREPARATION OF PETITION

ALIEN REGISTRATION

No...........¿ S .S X !,
t  \ / A  i A  J  k y i  ~ T -~ P \ 

f  /  A f / " / r f  f  ijO  /  CSf  C^f v e /  / ____ L-f-LL-f-JiJL -l.-
(Full, true name, without abbreviation)

j  / i f

(1) My full, true, and correct name is

(2) My present place of residence is - - .. 1
/  (Number and etreejO iC ity  or town) (County) (State) v

u  O f #  r e f V  S 7  >

Z f < 7 .
(3) My present occupatiori ______
(4) I was bom on ..................................... . in — j-i S. _ - -

(yionth) (Day) '(Y ear) (City$>r to w n )/ (County, district, province, or S tu i)  (Country)

; color of eyes ; color of(5) Mv personal description is as follows: Sex £.; complexion . /

--- /-- 7̂—Wt-i-X-wK----- /----------^ -----/-----^---------4------------- -ßf-------9

he or she was bom at

w y r / f v ; ,
(City or town) ^ (State or country)

hair height_____ q _T . feet . j 7 . .......... inches; weight .........pounds; visible distinctive marks
....................................................................; country of wmch I am a citizen, subject, or national — ------------------------------------
(6) I (am, ae i not) married; the name of my wife m liuytJRiRl i s .. /  ^ .cT . A  
we were married on ^J7c4L/3--'&------ £ 7 + ...... /£ t.$7J£77, at A

(Month) (T>a/) •  (Year)

c k # . / C t .....(City or tow n/ (County, district/T>n>vince, or State) A  ir (Country)

..............,< ^ .i___ r.fS?__________; entered the United States at
(Day)X  / ( Y e a r ) /  /  (City or town)

“for permanent residence in the United States and

(7) I have living children, as follows. (Complete all columns as to each child. If child lives with you, state “with
me” in last column; otherwise, give child’s full address.)

N a n i Sex P lace Born Date Born

i  /
N ow  Living At—

I Ç & /V 2 £ ' f r l  î Î jÊ î - U $ ] & ¿ 4
A " * / R e y c & û f& l y v / / à / t 4 »  J  * / / ,  > 4 4

■ / /» > ♦  ( / / y  A ^ r  /P  i f t f f j Q ß / t Cr & Y.- f  > ~r /  i d> i  1 <4gm/ y ...... 7Z. f  é JF Jr 
/ / /

. ,  <T1 £
(8) My lawful admission for permanent residence in the United States was a t i ( d 5 w .t -fàé&J/G.

. . /A  /  (City or town)^

" 7 '  Z A J J A munder the name of ......

(State)/
V f J j ' *

on k?£ ? f W *f / L
■ (M onth)/ ............(D a/)............ /  (Year)'

on the /I-xH _____ __ _
^ '  (Name of vessel or other means of conveyance)

(9) Since such lawful admission, I have not been absent from the United States for a period or periods of 6 months or longer

DEPARTED FROM THE UNITED STATES RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES

P ort Date
(Month, day, year)

Vessel or Other Mean»  
of Conveyance P ort Date

(Month, day, year)
V essel or Other Means 

of Conveyance

s . / / ¿ a .  ? S T Z f 9 /
7

(10a) I have re^idp(^continuously in the United States of America since . . : / / / / .........................  ......... and continuously in the
State of ................................  where I now live since — _S ... ...................................  and during the past
5 years I have Deed physically present in the United States for an aggregate period of __  months. ( over)
(10b) Do you intend to reside permanently in the United States? ¿ /Y es □  No.
If “No,” explain: _________________________________________ _______ ___________________ _____________ :....................................



(11) I (haV'g, Have not) heretofore made petition for naturalization N o.............................................. on

a t ........................................................
(City) (State;

(Month) (Day) (Year)

in th e ......................................................................... ................  Court, which was denied because

(12) I wish the naturalization court to change my name to

(13) My last place of foreign residence was
'(City)

V (Give full name desired)

...........— ------------------------------------------------------------------

(14) My father’s full name is ....... __________________ -4--4—
(15) My mother’s maiden name was .................................... ......................."7~..................
(16) I migrated to the United States from the port o f ........ SfG-jTS..4k-

(City)

(17) The person in the United States to whom I was coming was

(Country)

(Country)

(18) The place in the United States to which I was going was 7 .  ¿S' / /  - * ................... ..............................—
(19) The names of some of the passengers or other persons I traveled with, including members of my own family and their
relationship to me, if any, are _.................................................................................................-.................................................................-......

(Signature of applicant)

,f\ j

(Address at which applicant receives mail)

TO APPLICANT: DO NOT FILL IN BLANKS BELOW THIS LINE.
NOTE CAREFULLY.—This application must be sworn to before an officer of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

at the time you appear before such officer for examination on this application.
A F F I D A V I T

I do swear that I know the contents of this application 
comprising pages 1 to 4, inclusive, and the supplemental forms

thereto, N o(s)..................................subscribed to by me; that
the same are true to the best of my knowledge and belief; that

corrections numbered ( ) to ( ) were made by me or
at my request; and that this application was signed by me with 
my full, true, and correct name, SO HELP ME GOD.

Subscribed and sworn to before me by applicant at the 
preliminary investigation ( ) at .... .....................

th is ............... day o f ............................................................. f 19......
I certify that before verification the above applicant stated 
in my presence that he had (heard) read the foregoing appli­
cation and supplemental form(s) and understood the contents 
thereof.

(Complete and true signature of applicant) (Naturalization examiner)

(For demonstration of applicant’s ability to write)

(1st witness) ............................................. ......................................................................  Occupation

residing at ..................................................................
(Street address, city or town, and State)

(2d witness) ....................................... ................... ..........................................................  Occupation

residing a t .................................

U.S................................... State

(Street address, city or town, and State)

Physical presence ............... mos............ .
(Naturalization examiner)

ARRIVAL RECORD FOUND ARRIVAL RECORDS EXAMINED
Place . 
Name

Age

Card index .. 
Index books 
Manifests ...

D a te ...................................  Marital status
Manner...........................................................

(Signature of person making search)

r 1

Nonfiled
(Dates, reasons, and examiner’s initials)



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Immigration and N aturalization Service

Mail or take to :
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE

Form approved. 
_BudgetJBureRuNo; 48-R 079;7

ALIEN REGISTRATION
(Show the exact ■ pelting of year name aa it appear« on year alien reg­
istration receipt card, and the nnmber of year card. If yea did net 
register, so state.)

Mam« Tatsumi Claude Yamamoto
no. ~ ~ ..................................

APPLICATION TO FILE PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION
(See INSTRUCTIONS, page 5. BE SURE YOU UNDERSTAND EACH QUESTION BEFORE YOU ANSWER IT.)

I desire to file a petition for naturalization in the-

U . S . D l s t r i e t  Court
(Name of Court)

____ Court a t ___ San Francisco
(City)

Tatsumi Claude Yamamoto
(P rin t or type here your present full name only)

73d Topaz S tr e e t
(P rin t or type present apartm ent number, street address, and if appropriate “in care of” )

Date: ....................................................

C aliforn ia
(State)

Redwood C ity
(City)

6an Mateo
(County)

C aliforn ia
(State)

(P rin t or type here any other name you have ever used, including maiden name)

(la )  Was your father or mother ever a United States citizen? □  Yes f? No. If “Yes" explain fully separately.
(lb ) Can you read and write English ? S  Yes □  No. Speak English? ®  Yes □  No. Sign your name in English? Yes □  No.

(2) In what places in the United States have you lived during the last 5 years ? List present address first.
F rom— To— Street Address City and S tate

(a) _____ P resent T ime 738 Topaz S t . Redwood City* C alif*
(6) fÊ Ë * ? ........ ___ , 1 9 .5 9 101 Oak Ave. Redwood City* C a lif ,
(e) ............... ........,19...... .......... .............. , 19.......
(d) ..........-...........,19 ...... ................ ....... , 19........
(e) ............ ..........,19 ...... -------- -------- ,  19------
(3) What were the names, addresses, and occupations (or types of business) of your employers during the last 5 years? (If 
none, write “None.") List present employment first.

F rom— To— E mployer’s N ame Address Occupation or T ype 
of Bu siness

(a) . . .? ? .? • ___ ,1 9 5 9 P resent T ime Self-em ployed , 738 Topaz S t .
(6) ..................... ., 19..k- ....................... 19........... Redwood C ity * C a lif , Gardener
(C) MM*...........1 9 5 1 —. . O c t  •  f 1 9 .5 5 Self-em ployed. 101 Oak St*
(d) - ___ ______ ,19___ ............... ......... , 19........ Redwpod C ity , C a lif , Gardner
(e) ........... ........... , 1 9 - . . -------------------, 19------ — - ............... —  I

(4) Have you been out of the United States since you first arrived? ®  Yes □  No. If “Yes" fill in the following informa* 
tion for every absence of less than 6 months.

Dati Departed Dati Returned
Name or Ship, ok or Airline, Railroad Company, Bus 

Company, or Other Mrans Used To Return to thr 
United Statka

Place or Port op Entry Through Which You 
Returned to thr U nited States

(5) How many times have you been married?.................. How many times has your husband or wife been married?
If either of you has been married more than once, fill in the following information for each previous marriage.

Dati Married Date Marriage Ended Name op Person to Whom Mabrid Srx
(Check one) 

Person Married Was 
Citizen □  Alien □

How Maeeiaob Ended

(a) ----------------------------
( b) __________________
(e) ___________________
(d) ---------------------------- ........ □  ..............  □
Form N—400 (Rev. 11-10-61) (1 )  (OVER)



2
(6) Have you ever, in the United States or in any other place, (a) knowingly committed any crime or broken any law for 
which you have not been arrested? □  Yes 7tf~~l No; (b) been arrested, charged, indicted, convicted, fined or imprisoned for 
breaking or violating any law or ordinance? □  Yes yf~l No. If you answer “Yes” to (a) or (b), give the following infor­
mation as to each incident:

W h i n Where (City) (State) (Country) N ature of Offense Outcome of Case

( a \\ U'/  -------------------
/M\ UJ ..............-...........
\ c /  ....... ....... ............
i d )\ U/  -........................
( e )  . — — — — .

(7) List your membership in every organization, association, fund, foundation, party, club, society, or similar group in the United 
States and in any other place, and your foreign military service. (If none, write “None.”)

(а) .........Bone
(б)
(c )  — .................... .
(d ) .........................
(«) ................. ~
(/) .........- - - - - -
(0 ) -....................

...., 1 9 .-— to 19
19....... to 19

_..., 19......... to 19.
,..., 19....... to 19.
...., 19....... to 19.
t.„ , 19....... to 19.
...., 19....... to 19.

(8) (a) Are you now, or have you ever, in the United States or in any other place, been a member of, or in any other way con­
nected or associated with, the Communist Party? □  Yes XO  No; (b) Have you ever knowingly aided or supported the Com­
munist Party directly, or indirectly through another organization, group, or person? □  Yes XU No; (c) Do you now or 
have you ever advocated, taught, believed in or knowingly supported or furthered the interests of, Communism ? □  Yes

3D No.
(9) Do you believe in the U.S. Constitution and form of Government of the United States? XU Yes □  No.
(10) Are you willing to take an unqualified oath of allegiance to the United States? 3D Yes □  No.
(11) Have y6u ever been a patient in a mental institution, or have you ever been treated for a mental illness? □  Yes 3(P No.
(12) Are deportation proceedings pending against you, or have you eyer been deported or ordered deported, or have you ever
applied for suspension of deportation or for preexamination ? □  Yes 3D No. ^
(13) Do you owe any Federal taxes? □  Yes 3D No. State last year for which you filed a Federal income tax return — ......
(14) Have you ever represented yourself to be a United States citizen? 3D Yes □  No.
(15) If male, did you ever register under United States Selective Service laws or draft laws? 3D Yes □  No. If “Yes” give date
you registered ............  Were you ever exempted from service because of conscientious objections, alienage,
or other reasons? 3 0  Yes □  No. If “Yes,” state reasons .... C l a s s i f i e d ,  a s .  I E .  a . f t e p .  p b y s i c a l ................

....................... ............................................ .................... .................. e x a m i n a t i o n ..............................................................................
(16) If you ever served in the Armed Forces of the United States,'state branch ..................... , .......
from ................... i..................— , 19....... , to ................... ........................... , 19....... ; Service No................
type of separation ..........— ................. -.........-....... -.....................; reason for separation: □  alienage

(Honorable, Dishonorable, etc.)
□  other

(If “other” state details)

□  conscientious objections

(17) If the law requires it, are you willing (a) to bear arms on behalf of the United States? 3D Yes □  No; (6) to perform 
noncombatant services in the Armed Forces of the United States? x d  Yes □  No; (c) to perform work of national importance 
under civilian direction? 3D Yes □  No.
(18) Have you ever deserted from the military, air, or naval forces of the United States while this country was at war? □  Yes 

3D No. Have you ever left the United States or the jurisdiction of the district where you registered for the draft to avoid being
drafted into the military, air, or naval forces of the United States? □  Yes 3D No.
(19) The law provides that an applicant for naturalization shall not be regarded as a person of good moral character who, at 
any time during the period of residence required for naturalization, advocated on practiced polygamy; got his or her income prin­
cipally from illegal gambling activities; has committed adultery; has been a prostitute; has procured any person for the purposes 
of prostitution; has been a narcotic drug addict; or has dealt in narcotic drugs illegally in any way. Have you at any time, either 
within or outside the United States, ever been such a person or even committed any of these acts? □  Yes J3 No.



3 AUEN REGISTRATION
Namel&tsuml Claude Yamamoto.
no. .....MsŒSâ.___________________

STATEMENT OF FACTS FOR PREPARATION OF PETITION 

SECTION OF LAW . . ...........
(1) My full, true, and correct name i s -----------.TR.1«S.UfflJi.~X#S®!8Q^.Q...............------------— .......................................'  7 '  ' 9 (Full, true name, without abbreviation)

(2) My present place of residence is .7 3 .8  T o p a z  S t .,...___Be.dW.O.Od C lt y .----- S8J0
'  '  ¥ tr  r  . XT !  j  / ru«r  ̂ I fViiintv » I state)

(3) My present occupation is
(4)

Gardener
I was born o n ___ A p r i l  .2   ....... 1917.__ in ...Agnew,...Santa ..Clara ...Geimty.a, .CaUf on jla

(5) My personal description is as follows: Sex . . M a l e ___ : complexion ..V&XlQM.—  : color of eyes .â C flV A — —: color of
h a ir___.B l .a q k ____; height___ 5 ______ f e e t____ .7 ........... inches; weight . .X $ ü ................ pounds; visible distinctive marks
....................................................................; country of which I am a citizen, subject, or national...... ....... ---------------------------------------
(6) I am ___married________ ___ _ ; the name of my jiR&kfltXr wife is (XJKA — -  T a e k O ----—........ ..........-........... --»*

(Single; m arried; divorced; widowed)

we were married on ..îÎAIH©-------- 5 .......
(Month) (Day)

1 9 5 5  a t ... Redwood Ci;tjr_,„_.Ç!aI l f . . . . . ......
(Year) (City or town) (SU te or country)

XlKËXpr she was born at J M A & J & e k * _______ M a ..! la - tL e O j .. .C a l . |sf #.................................. JQL.S.Jt »
(City or town) •' (County, district, province, or State)

....................... ................... _____________; entered the United States at
“ ’"(’Month)........ (Day) (Year)

(Country)

(City or town)

now resides

on .................................................................-.........for permanent residence in the United States and
(State) (Month) (Day) (Year)

with me ; □  apart from me 
□  at— ............ ....... ...............................

(Show full address if not living with you) 

(City or town)

Certificate No...............................................................................................  or became a citizen by

and was naturalized o n ..................................................................- at
(Month) (Day) (Year) (State)

(7) I have 2 ........  living children, as follows. (Complete all columns as to each child. If child lives with you, state “with
me” in last column; otherwise, give child’s full address.)

Na n i S ix Plací Bout Dati Böen Now Lavino At—

Kfinne.tb..Majnâbu-.Yai3iamo.t.c
Ka.thry-a.ife.gumi---YamamQ.tc ...P.....

..Äeiiwo.Qd.--Clfcyv-Calii:
_RedwojQd..-Clty,-..Cal±

. 4 / 1 6 / 5 6
r J t / 6/ 59 --

...... ...........................................
__ Mitii~rae....................

(S') My lawful admission for permanent residence in the United States was at 5ÎJCl*b--â.l«...SâX!-.ÎlC3XlCd.3C-Q^-CâH.Î;«  
'  '  * (City or town) (State)

under the name o f _____................................................................................................................  on „ A p jC U .—.— --2~-...........
(Month) (Day) (Year)

(Ñame of vessel or other meant of conveyance)
(9) Since such lawful admission, I have not been absent from the United States for a period or periods of 6 months or longer 
except as follows (if none, state “None”) : ____ _________________________________________

DEPARTED FROM THE UNITED STATES RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES

Pour Dati
(Month, day, year)

Vessel oa Other Means 
or Conveyance Port Dati

(Month, day, year)
Vessel ok Other Means 

or Conveyance

1Q24 ...Pre.a*-.Tajft___?_..__ ....5-P.*.~_____ JL-931......... ..Chiahihu—Maru—

(10a) I have resided continuously in the United States of America since ........... 1 . 9 3 Ì .........................—— and continuously in the
State of .. . . . C s l i r o m i A ...............  .......  where I now live since ..............- 1 9 5 5 - ......................................  and during the past
5 years I have been physically present in the United States for an aggregate period of ...OQ.........  months. ( o v er )

(10b) Do you intend to reside permanently in the United States? jQ Yes □  No.
If “No,” explain: ....... ........................................................................... ....................................................................................................................



(11) I ftKK> have not) heretofore made petition for naturalization No. on
(Month) (Day) (Year)

a t .:............
(City) (State)

in the Court, which was denied because

(12) I wish the naturalization court to change my name to
(Give full name desired)

(13) My last place of foreign residence w a s ........... .FttklÌ.O.ÌK.._....... ...... ..............................—
(City) (Country)

(14) My father’s full name is ....... ................................................................. ........... :.............................................
(15) My mother’s maiden name was ........ .3®y!Q—X5.Q....... ................................... -......................................
(16) I migrated to the United States from the port of — Yokohama............................ ..........Japan

(City) (Country)

(17) The person in the United States to whom I was coming was . . . f  --®Y-- . — .......................
(18) The place in the United States to which I was going was ... . JO S®  V  ........... ..................................................
(19) The names of some of the passengers or other persons I traveled with, including members of my own family and their
relationship to me, if any, are...................X_dO..OQt-3?©.SS©-mhfe]P..........................—..... -.............. -................. .....

738 Topaz S t . ,  Redwood C ity , C a l i f .
(Signature of applicant) (Address at which applicant receives mail)

TO APPLICANT: DO NOT FILL IN BLANKS BELOW THIS LINE.
NOTE CAREFULLY.—This application must be sworn to before an officer of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

at the time you appear before such officer for examination on this application.
A F F I

I do swear that I know the contents of this application 
comprising pages 1 to 4, inclusive, and the supplemental forms

thereto, N o(s)..................................... subscribed to by me; that
the same are true to the best of my knowledge and belief; that

corrections numbered ( ) to ( ) were made by me or
at mv request; and that this application was signed by me with 
my full, true, and correct name, SO HELP ME GOD.

A Y IT
Subscribed and sworn to before me by applicant at the 

preliminary investigation ( ) at .........................

th is ............... day o f ............................................................. , 19......
I certify that before verification the above applicant stated 
in my presence that he had (heard) read the foregoing appli­
cation and supplemental form(s) and understood the contents 
thereof.

(Complete and true signature of applicant) (Naturalisation examiner)

(For demonstration of applicant’s ability to write)

(1st witness) 

residing at 

(2d witness) 

residing at ... 

U.S.................

Occupation

(Street address, city or town, and State)

Occupation

(Street address, city or town, and State)

State .......................  Physical presence............... mos.............
(Naturalisation examiner)

ARRIVAL RECORD FOUND ARRIVAL RECORDS EXAMINED
Place. 
Name

Date .... 
Manner

..................... Age
Marital sta tu s__

Card index . 
Index books 
Manifests ...

(Signature of person making search)

Nonfiled
(Dates, reasons, and examiner’s initials)
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AFFIDAVIT
AUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT

This affidavit should be speofifldlly addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When 
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write ’'uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of 
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were 
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known, 
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should he used. Each separate sheet so 
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

1. Name

___ T a t  su in i Yam am oto

Date of Birth

April_2, ..l.ylZ-
2. If born prior to December 1, 1924

3. If born since December 1, 1924

(A) Have you ever renounced Japanese 
nationality?

NO

When Where

(A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese 
nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese 
nationality?

When Where

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

From 1323 o»82) To I93I QJ2 !32 T was only slx or aevop yea.rs old whp¡n
mother took me to Japan with her. ancL-khfD2fi

rrrr h u t ilo f o i l  02
as told ini pq-pfints._The— reason my mother went

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School

Taeb3,ru Elementary School

Period of Attendance

From 192)4. To ^ 1 9 2 9

Itoshlma Middle— School I Q 30 IQ 11

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

All the subjects (all were compulsory) that were taught both in element­
ary and middle school in Japan.
Elementary school subjects: Japanese language, Arithmetic, eneral seien-

ce, History, Music, Drawing, physical Ed.
6. Have you ever made appi 
applying:

I believe
ion^or repatriation to Japan?.h©§........If so, give date........................................................... , and your reasons for so

y/ Sometime between May and Sept, 19ij-2.
=y for^repatriation to Japan w h i l e i n  Tanforan 

Assembly Center. The reason I did so, as I recall, was that I was so 
disgusted with the way I was treated by the then administration-- 
herded into a concentration camp without due process of law--and the 
anxiety I had about my future. At ^anforun Assembly Center some of us 
had to live in stablesand the ones who were fortunate enough to live in

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified 
allegiance to the United States?

Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you 
would swear unqualified allegiance?

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers?................................... If so, give your reasons:

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?............................. If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:
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^ )  Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expressly or by refusal to answer, or a quali­
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake?................ If so, give reasons:

8. (A)

WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS;

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai)
Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai)
Central Japanese Association of Southern California
Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai)
Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and 
Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai 
Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists)
Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans) 
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association) 
Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai)
Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai)
Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940 
Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organisa«-»»«)
Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association)
Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after 

studying in Japan)

Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans)
Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre) 
Northwest Japanese Association
Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry 

(Cherry Blossom Society)
of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War)

Shinto Temples
Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society)
Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles)
Hokoku Seinen-Dan
Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan 
Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member:

Answer

Yes

O S

No

No
-Ha

I l a
_N a
No
No

J20
J20
H a
N o
No
No
No

No
No
No
_Na

Ila
H a
Ila.

1
la

H a
n a

Period of 
Membership

do not remeraberjjwhich one of those organizations I was compelled to
give my

name as .a membei^ but I do recall that one dayl^rhile I was in 
Tule Lake Centerjan Issei who lived in the same barrack called on me and 
urged me to become a member of one of those organizations. Actually I 
did not want to become a member because the way they behaved seemed quite 
silly to m e , but nevertheless l told him that I would become a member 
because I feared the consequence of declining his urging. Because I told 
this man that I would become a member, I believe my name is included in 
the membership list of one of those organizations, but actually I never 
did take any part in their activities. Not even once did I attend their 
meeting or shaved my h aIr and joined them;in their morning exercise.

(C) State nature of your activity and offices you held:

As stated above I was a membe: 
their activities. in name only and never took any part of

ID) If you voluntarily discontinue^ membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:
As I never axd/\agtee with their idea or action and as I never did become 
a member voluntarily but merely gave my name as a member in order to avoid 
their suspicion and possible physical violence, X never considered myself 
to be a member and never bothered about discontinuing membership either.
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(E) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was 

due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:
As I mentioned repeatedly the only reason I gave my name as a member to 
Hokoku Seinendan in Tule Lake Center was that nearly all people in that 
Center seemed to belong to one of the organizations and I was. afraid 
that if I refused to give my name as a member people would look at me 
with suspicious eyes and would make my life intolerably uncomfortable.

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

Prom the beginning I never wished my name included in the organisation^ 
but their pressure existed until all the radical elements of the 
organization went back to Japan just before the Center was closed.

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship?
Give reasons for so doing:

I do not remember the exact date of my application. I was very much annoyed 
when people started talking about this and when I was faced with the 
problem of which way to decide with my own citizenship. I, however, decided 
not to renounce my citizenship because I felt that some people were doing 
such a thing almost hysterically after being forced to live abnormal life 
in the camp for many years. But I could not hold on to my own decision 
very long because more and more people were compelled to renounce their 
citizenship by pressure group(leaders of pro-Japanese organizations) 
and when nearly all people in the camp seemed to have renounced their 
citizenship I was compelled to follow their suit.

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation 
for difference:

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for 
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made 
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the 
reasons for the delay in making such request:
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(p) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet 
if necessary.

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan.

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship?.............. ........~~~......

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor.

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following:

I enlisted (or was drafted) .....—..... in the':.'.:.“ ....... Serial nuMber is................................................................................. ;
State the date State the Branch or Service

I still am in such service................................................ ; I was released from active duty on............................................................and received my Discharge
Answer Yes or N o

on............. .......................................................

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected 
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

(D) if  you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason 
for the rejection if known to you.

22. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person 
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

Relationship Name

Branch of Service Serial N um ber

(Signature in full of applicant)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this. day of. 19.

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorised to administer oaths.



AFFIDAVIT (Attached Sheet)--Tatsumí Yamamoto

suffering 
infittì zing

to Japan was that her health was declining rapidly after
from a chronic stomach ailment for a number of years and ______
that she was not going to live very long she wanted ,to see her mother 
and other family members in Japan before she died. Two years after 
my mother went back to Japan she died, and my father, who remained 
in this country, was unable to call me back to this country until 
1931 because he had financial difficulty after my mother*s*long illness.

Middle school subjects; Arithmetic (Advanced), Algebra, Geometry,
Botany, Zoology, History, Geography, Japanese 
language, English, Kanbun (Study of Chinese 
compositions), physical education, Fencing, 

mv, -u — , , . Military training, and Art.
sh?ws that 1 took mllitar7 traing in middle school but

in Jaoan then I f 1  f£ 0f that a11 the o b j e c t s  were compulsory .„hr i! 1  3‘? and 1 had no choice but to take it (whether I liked it or not) or to give up my B rt fi.rH.ur education entirely.

6, camp were such that no normal, decent person would be able to tolerate 
them very long. Regardless of whether there were both male and female 
members in a family or regardless of whether there were both adults and 
children in a family, each family was given one single small room to 
live in together where there was no partition whatsoever and where there 
was no ceiling and no wall at one side of the room, j was alsovconcerned 
about my future and the thought of being confined in such* a*p±ace)!*for  ̂V*** 
the duration which no one could tell at that time how long it was going 
to last, and I came to the conclusion that I must get hold of this first 
opportunity to get out from the camp.

7. person if I were let go outside the Center. Beisides the questioning 
was held while I was confined within a barbed wire fences and while I 
was guarded by sentries carrying guns, and this indded was a great mental 
torture to me because I felt that as if I were slapped in the face and 
bounded by ropes and then being asked whether I liked him or be loyal to 
him. What made thing worse was that at that time I was unable to exlain 
exactly how I felt because of the difficulty I had in. speaking and 
understanding English. I was able to understand rather vaguely those 
questions asked by^FBI agent, )fyji and was completely unable to see how 
harshly those wording and phrasing of the questionaire sounded, in fact.'■ "j j *  j  c;-   Jr v/ v/ o  o u u i i U D U i  JLJtl
all I uttered at this hearing were in monosyllables of either

if j  J-T_________ _____±- • ___  _ r\ , . , . . . ■ v
IN

or "no 
keep my 
torture 
with as

if
withe exception of my saying that I thought it convenient to 
dual citizenship. Without being made go through such a mental 
the camp life was bad enough for me and I wanted to get it over 
quick as possible, and thus gave my answers to those questions

with that thought foremost in my mind.



AFFIDAVIT
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT

This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When 
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write "uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of 
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were 
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known, 
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so 
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

1. Name

2. If born prior to December 1, 1924

Date of Birth

3. If born since December 1, 1924

ave you ever renounced Japanese
nationality?

When Where

(A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese 
nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese 
nationality?

When Where

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

From To / ? * /
JZ.

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School Period of Attendance

From To

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

6. Have you ever made application for repatriation to Japan?, 
applying:

.If so, give date........................................................... , and your reasons for so

(A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified 
allegiance to the United States?

Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you 
would swear unqualified allegiance?

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers?....................................If so, give your reasons:

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?............................. If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expressly or by refusal to answer, or a quali­
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake?................  If so, give reasons:

WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS: Yes No Membership

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai)
Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nippon jin Kai)
Central Japanese Association of Southern California
Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai)
Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihon jin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and
Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai
Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists)
Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans)
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association)
Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai)
Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai)
Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940
Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization)
Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association)
Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after 

studying in Japan)

Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans)
Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre)
Northwest Japanese Association
Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War) 

(Cherry Blossom Society)
Shinto Temples
Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society)
Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles)
Hokoku Seinen-Dan
Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan
Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan

Answer

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member:

(C) State nature of your activity and offices you held:

(D) If you voluntarily discontinued membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:
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(E) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was 

due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship? 
Give reasons for so doing:

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation 
for difference:

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for 
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made 
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

I

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the 
reasons for the delay in making such request:
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(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet 
if necessary.

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan.

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship?. 

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor.
Answer Yes or N o

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following:

I enlisted (or was drafted) on.. .... — injthe.
State the date State the Branch of Service

.; my Serial number is.

I still am in such service...........  ........ ....... ............ ; I was released from active duty on............................................................and received my Discharge
Answer Yes or N o

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected 
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

(1-  ̂ If y°u were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason 
tor the rejection if known to you.

12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person 
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

Relationship Name

Branch of Service Serial N um ber

(Signature in full of applicant)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this................... day of........... .................................... , 19..

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.
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^ ^  INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT
This affidavit should be specifically adaressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When 

you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write "uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of 
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were 
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known, 
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so 
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

1. Name

* Tatsumi Yamamoto
Date of Birth

April 2, 1 9 1 7

2. If born prior to December 1, 1924 (A) Have you ever renounced Japanese 
nationality?

.___________Ho
When Where

3. If born since December 1, 1924 (A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese 
nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese 
nationality?

When Where

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

From „,1 Q2)¡ To 1931 I had no purpose of my own-as I was only seven
years old when my mother took me to Japan with

- rrvu« •«no.qqt> 2vi'rr 53'ic>+*v>fi3a-'""’-ô-'t— fe-3-CJ-r t;o Japan was 

that 9¿e%as°no,t a*™F&Í years and, realizing

'Ínl%b?f totrfwhl1reÎtold̂ r?hirer I f c ^ | Í # S # ^ Í S  
í ^ . i m ^ . m t i l  1931 s r he  s é i c ^ r c ¿ t . r ^ t S

toshima Middle School 1929. 1 9 3 0

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

All the subjects -- and all of them were compulsory -- which were taught 
then in the elementary school and In the seventh, a v ta ■ e s :
/. Seventh and. eighth S^des subjects r A^tumet^ ^ g n(stu?y 0f Chinese n ........ . h h ^ i . ^ ' h h S a n e s e  iSguage, Art, Fencing, Military train-

l e C . 0 ^ P ( Q >> .r. í ~ , „ av> Klve
ing, and Physical^"^“ ^ h t a r y  training in ^verjth .

The above li'’s:t- shows your attentiongrades, but I would like to. caxx
iubieots- were compulsory in Japan; then 

rn poire all the subjects, u° taKe - — - education entirelybut
in c lu ciihg' mi 1 i t ary

anci eighth 
to the .fact that .all the 

and that therefore. X had no_ehoxoe 
training-, or to gxve up

w a s  s u m u u n a c barbed wire fence;
i in tañí oran 
guarded by s< a r r \ ’

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified 
allegiance to the United States?

______________ Y e s __________________________

Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you 
would swear unqualified allegiance?

_____________________________________ HQ_____________
Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers?.......XQ.S....................If so, giv<* your reasons:
1 M m  not ebptain w h e t f e ^ I ^ W ^ e  such a.n^o^hwerxj^o War Relocatiohs^Authority 
in T̂ sipaz Gerfber or not b^causbv — w ~%w
of tna 
who SM

enterV I, however7\recMl 
■ o ogyyTiil quostion^/wfea^BBS 

and to J a p M u  I vrae very smdi cohfiis^C b 
never stated the purpose why he w

o b a M y  was held whiI K  I was out 
ar ah?mvei>s to an FBiSagemt/^

h i heading bee-aupe the FBI agent 
such a hearing, and by the

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in tApis affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded y o u ? ................ If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:

. l :: , {/I certainly would nave done so if an opportunity had been given me.
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AFFIDAVIT

IN S T R U ^ O N S  FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT
This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When 

you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write "uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of 
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were 
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known, 
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so 
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

1. Name

«Tatsumi Yamamoto
Date of Birth

April 2 ,  1 9 1 7

2. If born prior to December 1, 1924 (A) Have you ever renounced Japanese 
nationality?

TTo
When Where

3. If born since December 1, 1924 (A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese 
nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese 
nationality?

When Where

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

From _.
1 Q ? J | T o 1 9 3 1 T had no purpose of my own as I was only seven

years old when my mother took me to Japan with
her. The reason my mother went back to Japan was
that her health was declining rapidly after

3. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan: I

School Period of Attendance I
Maebaru -Elementary School From 1 9 2 5 To 1 9 2 9

itoshima Middle School 1929 1930

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

All the subjects -- and all of them were compulsory -- which were taught 
then in the elementary school and in the seventh and eighth grades: 
Elementary school subjects; Arithmetic, Japanese language, Geography,History 

General science, Music, Drawing, and physical education.
and your reasons for so6. H ave you ever made application for repatriation to Japan?..... 3"Q.-S----If so, give date....A b .O .U .t....J .u 3 0 i - s ... . 1  .Q;

applying:

I belief! applied for repatriation b^on after I was forced to evacuate and 
to be cohrisqed in Tanforan Assembly Cemver by military orders. At that time, 
as I recall, y&sStrongly resented the factSthat my right as aSa American citi­
zen was entirelVsdisregarded by being fopce^L to evacuate without any hearing 
and 1 also felt ve5̂ y^mis enable when I was confined in Tanf or an iV^sembly Cent 
die re it .was s ur r oun delK^y barbed wire fences ubd guarded by senthgies carry-

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified 
allegiance to the United States?

_________________________ ;______________y e s ________________________

Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you 
would swear unqualified allegiance?

___________________________________ E q_____________
Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers?......JLO.S....................If so, givt* your reasons:

I  N m  not e b p  tain whether I  gave such a w e X t o  War RelocatiohsAuthority
in itoaz Center or not bbcuusK t h e a M y  was held whiles, I was out 
of that GenterV I, however^\recbll givaffigp .simKLar ah^wer^ to an FBlNagont/i^ 
who a s o9 ^ 1 1  ii 1 questiorb|MSeE^SB62^5«y l o ^ l t y  ms^tne United States 
and to Japbn. I wase very «ftwJa. cohfusbsMby this heading b^o^tse the FBI agent 
never stated the purpose why he was contacting such a hearing, and by the

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?...>̂ t >................ If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:

I certainly would have done so if an opportunity had been given me.
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expressly or by refusal to answer, or a quali­
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake?................ If so, give reasons:

in Topaz Relocation Center very long--I volunteered for 
beets work in Idaho ana soon after returning to Topaz, Center I was

am not certain whether the questioning- took, place while
As X did not sta*
sugar o' CD CDts work
sen 4- 1!..to Aridona-'
I was in Topa z .
I went to Tul o  T  -

v  i  Hto Tula Lake Center from Arizona to join my family

8. (A)
WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:

Answer
Period of 

MembershipYes No

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai) Nn
Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai) T\Tn
Central Japanese Association of Southern California Un
Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai) No
Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and N°
Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai Nn
Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists) F°
Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans) No
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association) No
Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai) ho
Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai) Nn
Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940 ho____
Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization) ÏÏO
Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association) No
Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after 

studying in Japan) NO
Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans)
Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre) NO
Northwest Japanese Association h-r* o

Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War) 
' (Cherry Blossom Society) No

Shinto Temples No
Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society) No
Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles) No
Hokoku Seinen-Dan Unce]btain
Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan No
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan No
Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan No
(B) Give reasons for becoming a member:

I am not certain as to which one of those 
I gave my name to as a member, but it was 
Kikoku Hoshi-Dan. I avoided becoming a mamber of

organizations in Tule Lake Center 
either Hokoku Seinen-Dan or Sokujl 

the organization as long
as I could because I did not agree with their idea and activities. But one 
day an Issei named DoI who lived in the same barrack called on me and urged 
me to become a member. I really did not wish to become a member, but since 
nearly all the people in my block seemed to have joined one of those organic 
zations I was afraid of the consequence If I refused him to become a member 
It was certain that I would be called ,finun, an informer, by them and be 
threatened and beaten if I did not give my name as a member'. I, however, cap. 
swear that, even though my name be included in the membership.list, I never

their. meeting e^en once 
d r i l l s ^§ p |  o n

(C) State nature of your activity a

did not 
exercises

As stated above, 
took any pa^t in.

offices you held:

was compelled to 
eir activ:

ax ve /ember but I never

(D) If you voluntarily discontinued membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:

As my real purpose of gjiving my
suspicion and physical violence
and for that reason didL not bot

ame as a member was merely t 
I did not consider ¿myself to 
r about discontinuing member

o avoid their 
be a mamber 
ship.
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(E) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was 
due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:

As I repeatedly stated I was a member in name only and never joined in thei(r 
activities.

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

Threat and pressure existed until all the radical members of the organixati 
rent back to Japan just before the c a m  waa closed, ancL therefore, I did 
not attempt to discontinue membership •A

on

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship?
Give reasons for so doing:I do not remember the exact time, but when most people seemed to have app­

lied I was again compelled to follow their suit as in the case of giving 
my name to the organization, j was able to hold on to my own decision not 
to renounce my citizenship for a while, but soon so many people around me 
started to aslĉ the question, ”l>ve applied for renunciation, what about
you?”, and I could no longer hold,on to my own decision. It seemed to me 
that the only way I could keep my]citizenship was either to keep on preten 
ing that I had done so or to tell the truth and take the risk of being 
suspected as !,inu'r and possibly being attacked and beaten by pressure grcu­
lt was extremely tormenting to me while I held on to my own decision not 
to renounce my citizenship, and constantly harassed by what-about-you? 
question I finally went almost mad and decided to apply for ^enunciation 
and get It over with for once and’ all•

q _

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your exnla«-'*-'--

Qfnu normal circumstances which existed at that time -in the camp, .;! could not
e same action as other people did even if I had to con-iielp but take

ceal my true thought.

being threatened and attacked by gangs and mobsters existed until all the 
radical members of pro-Japanese organizations went back to Japan just

" closed. War Relocation Authority did not care much 
from the pressure groups, and, thus, the only way to 
in that camp was to pretend that one was in complete 
those pressure, groups thought or did'.

before the camp was 
about protecting us 
assure one’s safety 
agreement with what

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made 
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

I did not make any effort to withdraw my application before it was approved 
by the Attorney General because I did not feel completely, safe until all 
the pro-Japanese groups went back to Japan.

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the
the camp all of usreasons for the delay in making such request: , V f t e r  p r o l o n g e d  C o n f i n e m e n t  I n

were in no way in normal mental state and we looked upon each ot 
suspicion, pressure groups still seemed to have existed, an< 
the request very carefully so that it would not be known to 
groups ._____________________________________________________

? with 
I had to mal 
;ro-Japanese
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If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was 
due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:

As I repeatedly stated I was a member In name only 
activities.

id never joined in the!

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

Threat and pressure existed until all the radical members of the organixati 
arent back to Japan just before the cammwaa closed, nnd^ therefore, 
not attempt to discontinue m e m b e r s h i p £4^

I did
on

(A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship?
Give reasons for so doing:I do not remember the exact time, but when most people seemed to nave app­

lied I was again compelled to follow their suit as in the case of giving 
my name to the organization* I was able to hold on to my own decision not 
to renounce my citizenship for o while, but soon so many people around me 
started to ask^the question, "I’ve applied for renunciation, what about 
you?'1, and I could no longer hold on to my own decision. It seemed to me 
that the only way I could keep myjcitizenship was either to keep on preten 
ing that I had done so or to tell the truth and take the risk of being 
suspected as "inu" and possibly being attacked and beaten by pressure group 
It was extremely tormenting to me while I held on to my own decision not 
to renounce my citizenship, and constantly harassed by what-about-you? 
question I finally went almost mad and decided to apply for renunciation 
and get it over with for once and all.

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation 
for difference:
If I had not been under such,heavy 'Mental pressure, I would hot have re­
nounced my citizenship in the first place, and I greatly hesitated and 
; deep ''heart I was convinced that I' was making,,■ a very serloti^ “mistake
when I finally h nd to sign my renunciation paper. But under such an ab-

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for 
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

The fear of being suspected as an informer-by’'people around'me and of 
being threatened and attacked by gangs and mobsters existed until^all the 
radical members of pro —Japanese organizations went 'back»r-bo Jaoan. jus u 
before the camp was” closed. War Relocation Authority did not care much 
about protecting us from the pressure groups, and, thus, the only way to 
assure one’s safety in that camp ?%s to pretend that one was in complete 
agreement with what those pressure-groups thought or did.

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made 
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

I did not make any effort to withdraw my application before it was approved 
by the Attorney General because I did not feel completely safe until all 
the pro-Japanese groups went back to Japan.

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the 
reasons for the delay in making such request: ¿\fter prolonged Confinement in the Camp all Of US

were in no way in normal mental state and we looked upon each other with 
suspicion, pressure groups still seemed to have existed, and I had to make 

- the request very carefully so that it would not be known to pro-Japanese 
groups .___________ ___________,_________________ ______________________ _____________
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(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet 
it necessary. •

that I not
¿g 1

Another reason why.I renounced my United States citizenship ws 
only feared beinr threatened by pro-Japanese groups in the camp but also 
reared: being'' reported It© rthei: Jhpanesea authority by theMj. upon p.yv- arrival in 
Japan ‘ and1 thus:, being:' severely ' punished by', the:?!Japanosi,©-: •goyernment.3 f or not ■ 
hnvingp r©nouncTed:ltayr U S i t y s  SihiterscrCii'tlrzetohipeo-Sitee::~3b:b&do-.appli ed• f or re­
patriation- and I 1 *"p | ’i "i '1 nij" d ‘ 1 ty ta r.h-t.c- nnnnt-T»py t bell
that I would be sent to Japan when the time came. These fears together with, 
strong resentment I felt toward being discriminated and mistreated by the

in action tn<United States government have driven me to take sue] ^
strongest factor which led me to t^ke such an action was that at that time
after being forced to live in confinement and having suffered both
mentally and physically under adverse living conditions,for many years,
I became abnormal in my mental state l

s V
10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan.

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship?. 

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor.
Answer Yes or N o

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following:

my Serial number is.I enlisted (or was drafted) on.........................................................in the.
State the date State the Branch of Service

fj I still am in such service.......... ........ ....... ............; I was released from active duty on............................................................and received my Discharge
Answer Yes or No

I on.

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service hut your offer of service was rejected 
state the time when ana the place where you volunteered.

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

y°u were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason 
for the rejection if known to you. f  *

4^ fv fa ,

12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or n£val forces of the United States state the relationship of such person 
to you, the name or such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

red

Relationship

Branch of Service

Name

Serial N um ber

(Signature in full of applicant)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this................... day of................... .................. ............... , 19..

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.



AFFIDAVIT
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT

This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When 
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write "uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of 
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were 
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known, 
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so 
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

1. Name Ta ta  uml Yamamoto Date of Birth A pril f t  1917

2. If born prior to December 1,1924

3. If born since December 1, 1924

(A) Have you ever renounced Japanese 
nationality?

Ho
When Where

(A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese 
nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese 
nationality?

When Where

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date

From 192k To 1931

Purpose

SEE ATTACHED SHEET

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School Period of Attendance

Maebapu Elementary School From 1925 To 1929
Itoahima Kiddle School 1929 1930

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

SEE ATTACHED SHEET

6. Have you ever made application for repatriation to Japan?. ...Ye.SL..If so, give date. 19k2 and 19kk ..., and your reasons for so
applying:

SEE ATTACHED SHEET

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified 
allegiance to the United States?

YES. SEE ATTACHED SHEET
Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you 
would swear unqualified allegiance?

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers?................................... If so, give your reasons:

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?............................ .If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:

SEE ATTACHED SHEET
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified "allegiance to the United States either expressly or by refusal to answer, or a quali­
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you wouldJbe^ent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake? If so, give reasons:

az R elocation  Center jpwpy^ong«»** I volunteered  for  
Idaho and soon a f te r  awtTurnlng to  Topaz C e n te r !  was sen t

As I  d id  not s ta y  l i |  
sugar b eets  wor
to Ar 1*om-^J^-aSn not c e r ta in  whether the question in g  took p lace w hile I was 
in  Topaz*^T went to Tula I^ke Cehfcer from Arizona to  jo in  my fam ily  about 
Dee •

8. (A) Answer
Period of

WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS: Yes No Membership

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai) No
Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nippon jin Kai) No
Central Japanese Association of Southern California No
Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai) No
Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and No
Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai No
Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists) No
Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans) No
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association) No
Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai) No
Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai) No
Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940 No
Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization) No
Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association) No
Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after 

studying in Japan) No
Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans) No
Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre) No
Northwest Japanese Association No
Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War) 

(Cherry Blossom Society)
Shinto Temples # B  y

Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society) "y
Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles) —# 0—  

'Æé%.
Hokoku Seinen-Dan y* «TV----

Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan — r No—  

JKO___
Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan

— _ /—

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member: 1 - 0 !»  R e t - 0  0 1» t  ft i l l  f t g - t O  W h l o l l  IMMI - frf —fc h fta  II QIEg f t  M1 graf t  i « » |Ul
In Tule Lake ÜNBCTF" 1 w tw t»  name to ife’ e l Mgy"Hrtecrta
Se lnen-Pcn or SotaiJl- Mkoku’*̂ iiBhl*#att* 1 i  avoided beaorot^ a : Camber’ o f  thé
organ lzaC Ion a lflon g~as 1 could because X did not agree w ith  th e ir  idea and 
a c t iv i t i e s #  But one day an Z sse l named Dol who liv e d  in  the same barrack 
c a lle d  on me and urged me to  become a member# 1 r e a l ly  d id  not wish to  beeom^ 
a member# but sin ce  nearly  a l l  the people in  my blook seemed to  have joined  
one o f those organ ization s I was a fra id  o f  the consequence I f  I refused  him 
to  become a member# I t  was c e r ta in  th a t X would be c a lle d  "inu’V a n  infonaer^  
by them and be threatened and beaten  i f  X did not g iv e  my name as a member»
I9 however# can swear that# even though my name be Included In  the membership 
l i s t #  X never took any part in  th e ir  a c t iv i t ie s *  X did not attend tfce ir  
m eeting even once and never jo ined  them In th e ir  morning e x e r c is e s  or d r i l l s #  
never had my h a ir  cut#never wore head band or any emblem* ...

(C) State nature of your activity and offices you held:

As s ta te d  above# X was compelled to  g iv e  my name as a member but X never took  
any part In th e ir  a c t iv i t i e s #  X worked 6 to  5 teach in g  arith m etic  to  
ch ild ren  in  the Kokumln 0akko (School) In b lock  5 «

(D) If you voluntarily discontinued membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:
As my r e a l purpose of g iv in g  my name as a member was m erely to  avoid th e ir  
su sp ic io n  and p h y sica l v io len ce#  X d id  not con sid er  m yself to  be a member 
and fo r  that reason did not bother about d isco n tin u in g  membership*



- 1 TAT STIMI YAMAMOTO

I  had no p u r p o se  o f  my own a s  I  was o n l y  s e v e n  y e a r s  o l d  when my 
m o th e r  t o o k  me t o  Ja p a n  w i t h  h e r .  T h e a r e a s o n  my m o th e r  w ent b a c k  t o  
Jap an  was t h a t  h e r  h e a l t h  was d e c l i n i n g  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  from  
a c h r o n i c  s to m a c h  a i l m e n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a n d ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  sh e  
was n o t  g o in g  t o  l i v e  v e r y  l o n g ,  s h e  w an ted  t o  s e e  h e r  m o th er  i n  
J a p a n  b e f o r e  sh e  d i e d .  Two y e a r s  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  to  Japan  my m o th er  
d i e d ,  and my f a t h e r ,  who r e m a in e d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  was u n a b le  t o  c a l l  
me b a c k  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  u n t i l  1 9 3 1  b e c a u s e  he had f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  
a f t e r  my m o t h e r * s ' l o n g  i l l n e s s .

A l l  th e  s u b j e c t s  and a l l  o f  them w ere  c o m p u ls o r y  w h ich  w ere  
t a u g h t  t h e n  i n  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  and i n  t h e  s e v e n t h  and e i g h t h  
g r a d e s :

E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  s u b j e c t s *  A r i t h m e t i c ,  J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e ,  G eo g ra p h y ,  
H i s t o r y ,  G e n e r a l  S c i e n c e ,  M u s ic ,  D r a w in g ,  and P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n .

S e v e n t h  and e i g h t h  g r a d e  s u b j e c t s *  A r i t h m e t i c ,  A l g e b r a ,  G eo m etry ,  
B o t a n y ,  Z o o lo g y ,  G eo g ra p h y , H i s t o r y ,  E n g l i s h ,  Kanbun (S tu d y  o f  
C h in e s e  c o m p o s i t i o n s } ,  J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e ,  A r t ,  F e n c i n g ,  M i l i t a r y  
T r a i n i n g ,  and P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n .

The a b o v e  l i s t  show s t h a t  I  t o o k  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  i n  s e v e n t h  and  
e i g h t h  g r a d e s ,  b u t  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  c a l l  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t s  w ere c o m p u lso r y  i n  Japan  t h e n  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  I  had 
no c h o i c e  b u t  t o  ta k e  a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t s ,  I n c l u d i n g  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  
o r  t o  g i v e  up my e d u c a t i o n  e n t i r e l y .

61

I  b e l i e v e  my f a t h e r  a p p l i e d  f o r  our  r e p a t r i a t i o n  w h i l e  we w ere  i n  
T a n fo r a n  A sse m b ly  C e n te r  a b o u t  J u l y ,  19^2* My f a t h e r  was a n  I s s e i  
and I  was a K i b e i .  He b e l i e v e d  and so  d i d  I ,  l i k e  m o s t  o f  th e  
e v a c u e e s ,  t h a t  I s s e i  w ere  s u r e  t o  be  k e p t  I n t e r n e d  u n t i l  t h e y  c o u ld  
b e  s e n t  t o  Jap an  and t h a t  K ib e I  m ig h t  be  s e n t  a l s o .  My f a t h e r  d id  
n o t  w i s h  me to  b e  s e p a r a t e d  from  him  and I  d id  n o t  w is h  s e p a r a t i o n  
from  h im . He was 62 o r  63 y e a r s  o l d .  My m o th e r  had d i e d .

A bou t M arch , 1 9 ^ 4 ,  a*t T u le  L a k e ,  I  s i g n e d  a r e q u e s t  t o o  u n d er  t h e  
u r g in g  o f  my f a t h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  rum ors and camp p r e s s u r e  t h a t  I t  
was n e c e s s a r y  t o  do  s o  t o  a v o i d  b e i n g  r e s e g r e g a t e d  and a v o i d  r e l o c a t ­
in g  e i t h e r  o f  w h ic h  w ould  s e p a r a t e  me p e r m a n e n t ly  from  my f a t h e r  who 
was o l d  and d e p e n d e n t  o n  m e. T h ere  was much t a l k  a t  t h e  t im e  a b o u t  
t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  r e l o c a t i n g  and a l s o  t h a t  d e p o r t a t i o n  f o r  a l i e n s  and  
p r o b a b ly  f o r  K i b e l  m ig h t  b e  i n e v i t a b l e  and we w ere  f e a r f u l  o f  Lexug  
s e p a r a t e d .  We u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n  would  
a l l o w  us t o  s t a y  t o g e t h e r  I n  camp u n t i l  and u n l e s s  we w ere d e p o r te d *

7(A) s

At t h e  T a n fo r a n  A sse m b ly  C e n te r  I  a p p l i e d  t o  l e a v e  and go  t o  s c h o o l  
s o o n  a f t e r  we a r r i v e d  t h e r e  b u t  t h e  WCCA d e n ie d  me l e a v e  b e c a u s e  I  was 
a K ib e  1 * I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  191\2 I  was a l l o w e d  t o  l e a v e  camp and g o  t o  
work In  Id a h o  where f o r  a b o u t  two m onths I  d id  s u g a r  b e e t  t o p p in g  and  
t h e n  w e n t i t o  T o p a z .



- 2- TATSUMI YAMAMOTO

7 (A )  c o n t i n u e d :

I n  Topaz my f a t h e r  p u t p r e s s u r e  on  me t h a t  we m u st  do e v e r y t h i n g  t o  
p r e v e n t  o u r  b e i n g  s e p a r a t e d »  He w an ted  me and my s i s t e r s  t o  s t a y  w i t h  
him» The camp had b e e n  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f a c t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
and t r o u b le  had a r i s e n  b e t w e e n  them  and a l l  s o r t s  o f  rum ors s p r e a d  
o v e r  th e  camp c a u s i n g  f e a r  t h a t  th e  g o v ern m en t had w an ted  t o  d i v i d e  
f a m i l i e s  b y  g e t t i n g  v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  t h e  Array and o f  f o r c i n g  c i t i z e n s  t o  
r e l o c a t e  w h i l e  a l i e n s  w ould  b e  d e t a i n e d  f o r  d e p o r t a t i o n .

S oon  a f t e r  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  Topaz fro m  Id a h o  I  w as q u e s t i o n e d  by a n  
FBI a g e n t  a b o u t  l o y a l t y  t o  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and to  J a p a n , I  was 
t r o u b l e d  and c o n f u s e d  b y  t h i s  h e a r i n g  a s  he  n e v e r  t o l d  me th e  p u r p o se  
why he was q u e s t i o n i n g  m e, and b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  was a t  t h a t  t im e  
s t i l l  u n a b le  t o  s p e a k  o r  u n d e r s ta n d  E n g l i s h  v e r y  w e l l .  I  t h o u g h t  th e  
FBI a g e n t  was e i t h e r  p l a y i n g  a jo k e  upon me b y  a s k i n g  s u c h  q u e s t i o n s  
s i n c e  t h i s  h e a r i n g  was h e l d  s o o n  a f t e r  I  had r e t u r n e d  from  my v o l u n ­
t a r y  work o u t s i d e  ( s u g a r  b e e t s  t o p p i n g  jo b  I n  I d a h o )  and had p r o v e d  t h a t  
I  was n o t  o n l y  a h a r m le s s  p e r s o n  b u t  q u i t e  h e l p f u l  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y * s  
war e f f o r t ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  he i s  t r y i n g  t o  i n f l i c t  upon me a v e r y  c r u e l  
m e n t a l  t o r t u r e  (w h ic h  i t  w a s)  b y  a s k i n g  me s u c h  q u e s t i o n s  w h i l e  I  was 
c o n f i n e d  w i t h i n  b a rb ed  w ir e  f e n c e s ,  g u a rd ed  by armed s e n t r i e s .  To me 
i t  was l i k e  b e i n g  s l a p p e d  upon t h e  f a c e ,  b e i n g  t i e d  w i t h  a r o p e  and  
su r r o u n d e d  b y  men w i t h  g u n s ,  and t h e n  b e i n g  a sk e d  w h e th e r  I  l i k e d  t h e  
man who s la p p e d  me i n  t h e  f a c e .  U nder s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i t  was 
I m p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  k eep  my m e n t a l  b a l a n c e  and t o  g i v e  r e a s o n a b l e  
a n s w e r s .  I f  I  g a v e  s u c h  a n sw e r s  u n d er  n orm al c i r c u m s t a n c e s  I  w i l l  n o t  
e v e n  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  I  d i d  s o  o n l y  b e c a u s e  I  was f o r c e d  
i n t o  c o n f in e m e n t  d e s p i t e  my b e i n g  a n  A m erica n  c i t i z e n  and o n l y  b e c a u s e  
I  was a t  t h a t  t im e  u n d e r  s e v e r e  m e n t a l  s t r a i n  w h ich  r e s u l t e d  fro m  th e  
ab n orm al c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h ic h  I  was f o r c e d  i n t o .  I  was a l s o  u n a b le  t o  
r e a l i z e  a t  t h a t  t im e  how h a r s h l y  t h o s e  w ord s  and p h r a s e s .  I n  my a n sw e r s  
so u n d ed  b e c a u s e  I  s t i l l  had much d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s p e a k in g  and u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g  E n g l i s h ,  and t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  a l l  I  s a i d  i n  t h a t  h e a r i n g  w ere  
e i t h e r  " y e s ” o r  "no", r a t h e r  v a g u e l y  u n d e r s t a n d in g  what was a s k e d  m e,  
and t h o s e  a n s w e r s  w ere  w r i t t e n  and com posed  e n t i r e l y  b y  th e  FBI a g e n t  
who d id  th e  q u e s t i o n i n g .  I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  s t r e s s  h e r e  -tii© f a c t  t h a t  
d e s p i t e  how I  a n sw er e d  t o  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  b y  v o l u n t e e r i n g  f o r  work  
o u t s i d e  t h e  camp d u r in g  w ar t im e  and by r e m a in in g  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a f t e r  
t h e  war was o v e r  I  h a v e  p r o v e d  I  l o v e  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and am l o y a l  t o  th e  
c o u n t r y  o f  my b i r t h .

B e in g  u n a b le  t o  e x p r e s s  m y s e l f  i n  E n g l i s h  th e  A g en t  p r e p a r e d  t h e  s t a t e ­
m ent and I  s i g n e d  I t .

7(B):
I  c e r t a i n l y  w ould  h a v e  done so I f  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  had b e e n  g i v e n  t o  m e.

I  had b e e n  w i l l i n g  when I  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  d r a f t  i n  19 i|0  In  San  
F r a n c i s c o  and had b e e n  p l a c e d  i n  C la s s  1 - B .  I  k e p t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  my 
L o c a l  Board w h i l e  i n  camp and a f t e r w a r d  and my f i n a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
was Ip—A *

9 ( A ) :

I  do n o t  remember t h e  e x a c t  t i m e ,  b u t  when m o s t  p e o p l e  seem ed t o  have  
a p p l i e d  I  was a g a i n  c o m p e l l e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e i r  s u i t  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  
g i v i n g  my name t o  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I  was a b l e  t o  h o ld  on  to  my own ; 
d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  r e n o u n c e  my c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  a w h i l e ,  b u t  s o o n  so  many 
p e o p l e  arou n d  me s t a r t e d  t o  a s k  me t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  nI * v e  a p p l i e d  f o r  
r e n u n c i a t i o n ,  w hat a b o u t  y o u ? ” , and I  c o u ld  no l o n g e r  h o ld  on  t o  my 
own d e c i s i o n #  I t  seem ed  t o  me t h a t  th e  o n l y  way I  c o u ld  k eep  my
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9 (A ) c o n t i n u e d :

c i t i z e n s h i p  was e i t h e r  t o  keep  on  p r e t e n d i n g  t h a t  I  had don e  s o  or  
t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  and t a k e  t h e  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  s u s p e c t e d  a s  rtIn u n and  
p o s s i b l y  b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  and b e a t e n  by  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s .  I t  was 
e x t r e m e l y  t o r m e n t i n g  to me w h i l e  I  h e l d  on  t o  my own d e c i s i o n  n o t  
t o  r e n o u n c e  my c i t i z e n s h i p ,  and c o n s t a n t l y  h a r a s s e d  by w h a t - a b o u t -  
you? q u e s t i o n  I  f i n a l l y  went a lm o s t  mad and d e c i d e d  t o  a p p l y  f o r  
r e n u n c i a t i o n  and get- i t  o v e r  w i t h  f o r  o n ce  and a l l *

The p r e s s u r e  was p u t  on me c o n s t a n t l y  t o  do  i t  by  my f a t h e r  who d id  
n o t  want me to  b e  s e p a r a t e d  from  h im . He, Mr. D o i  ( I s s e i ) ,  Mr. 
K adowaki ( K i b e i )  and p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  Dan p e o p le  i n  o u r  b l o c k  by  
t h e i r  talk*p ro p a g a n d a  and t h r e a t s  c o m p e l l e d  me t o  b e l i e v e  I*d be  
s e p a r a t e d  from  my f a t h e r  and be  f o r c e d  t o  r e l o c a t e  a l o n e  w i t h o u t  
m o n ey , home o r  a job  and w ould  n e v e r  s e e  my f a t h e r  a g a i n  and I ’ d be  
d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  and maybe harmed by C a u c a s ia n s  who w ere h o s t i l e  
t o  p e r s o n s  o f  J a p a n e se  a n c e s t r y .  B e in g  c a l l e d  a n  in u  b y  ^g^"many 
members and n o t  a c t u a l l y  h a v in g  a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  D an  and n o t  
j o i n i n g  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  n o t  h a v in g  my h a i r  c u t  s h o r t ,  I  was 
v ie w e d  w i t h  s u s p i c i o n  and h a t r e d  by  c o - w o r k e r s  and t h e  b l o c k  r e s i d e n t s  
I  was a f r a i d  o f  b e i n g  p h y s i c a l l y  harmed i f  I d i d n ’ t  r e n o u n c e .

9 (B )  c o n t i n u e d :

t h e  same a c t i o n  a s  o t h e r  p e o p l e  d i d  e v e n  i f  I  had t o  c o n c e a l  my t r u e  
t h o u g h t .
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(E) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was 
due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

Threat and pressure e x is te d  u n t i l  a l l  the ra d ic a l members o f  the organiza­
t io n  went back to  Japai ju st  before the camp was closed» and, th ere fo re , I 
did not attempt to  d iscon tin u e membership fo r  fea r  o f being harmed.

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship? 
Give reasons for so doing:

SEE ATTACHED SHEET

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation
for difference: y not been under such heavy m ental p ressu re , I would not

have renounced my c it iz e n s h ip  in  the f i r s t  p la ce , and I g re a tly  h e s ita te d  and 
deep in  my heart I was oonvinoed th a t I was making a very ser io u s m istake when| 
l  f in a l ly  had to s ig n  my renu n ciation  paper. But under such f t t a b n o m a lc ir -  
cm sta n ces  which a x is  tea  a t that time in  the cam p,'T o o u ld n o t  help but take

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such'^Ji^S
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation: S llO f il

The fea r  o f  being suspected  as an informer by people around me and o f  being  
threatened and attacked by gangs and m obsters e x is te d  u n t i l  a l l  the 
r a d ic a l members o f  pro-Japanese organ ization s went back to  Japan ju st  
before the camp was closed# War R elocation  A uthority did not car© much 
about p ro tec tin g  us from the pressure groups,  and, th u s, the on ly  way to  
assure one’ s sa fe ty  in  th a t camp was to  pretend th a t on© was in  complete 
agreement w ith  what those pressure groups thought or d id .

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made 
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

1 d id  not make any e f f o r t  to  withdraw my a p p lica tio n  before i t  was approved 
by the A ttorney General because I  did not f e e l  com pletely sa fe  u n t i l  a l l  
t  he pro-Japanese groups went back to  Japan,

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the 
reasons for the delay in making such request: A f t a r  p r o n g e d  C o n f i n e m e n t  i n  « 1 6  C S m p  a l l  O f  U S

were in  no way in  normal m ental s ta te  and we looked upon each other w ith  
su sp ic io n . Pressure groups s t i l l  seemed to  have e x is te d , and I  had to make 
the request very c a r e fu lly  so that i t  would not be known to  pro-Japanese groups
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(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet 
if necessary.

Another reason why I renounced my United S ta tes  c it iz e n s h ip  was th a t I  not 
only feared  being threatened by pro«*Japanese groups in  the camp but a lso  
feared  being reported to  the Japanese au th ority  by them upon my a r r iv a l In 
Japan and thus being se v ere ly  punished by the Japanese government f o r  not 
having renounced my United S ta te s  c it iz e n sh ip »  Since 1 had app lied  fo r  re* 
p a tr ia tio n  1 b e liev ed  th a t I  would be sen t to  Japan when the time came« 
These fea rs  togeth er  w ith  stron g resentm ent I  f e l t  toward being d iscrim inated  
and. m istreated  by the United S ta tes  government have driven me to  take such az 
action* And the s tro n g est fa c to r  which led  me to  take such an a c t io n  was theft 
a t  th a t time a f te r  being forced  to l iv e  In confinement and having su ffered  
both m entally  and p h y s ic a lly  under adverse l iv in g  con d ition s fo r  many years»
1 became abnormal in  my m ental s ta te  because o f fea rs  o f  the Dan and fam ily  
separation«

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan.

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship?. 

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor.
Answer Yes or N o

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following:

my Serial number is.I enlisted (or was drafted) on............................. ........................... in the.
State the date State the  Branch of Service

I still am in such service................................................ ; I was released from active duty on.... . . .1...'.^ ....................... ............... and received my Discharge
Answer Yes o r N o .

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected 
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

(D) If you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason 
for the rejection if known to you.

Was over age lim it  a f te r  lea v in g  camp*______
12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person 
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

Relationship Name

Branch of Service Serial N um ber

/ s /  T a tsu m i Yamamoto
(Signature in full o f applicant)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this......?.!•.S.t.. .day of June............... ................ s 19. 51.

(N o ta r y  s e a l )  / s /  M i l l i e  H« M c I n to s h
N o ta r y  P u b l i c  i n  and f o r  t h e  

C ounty  o f  San M a te o ,  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
My C om m iss ion  E x p i r e s  June 2lj., I 9 6 0

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.



AFFIDAVIT
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT

This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When 
you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write "uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of 
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were 
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known, 
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so 
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

l.  Name T a tsu m i Yamamoto Date of Birth A p r i l  2 ,  1 9 1 7  V

2. If born prior to December 1, 1924 (A) Have you ever renounced Japanese 
nationality?

No
When Where

3. If born since December 1, 1924 (A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese 
nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese 
nationality?

When Where

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

From To

1 9 2 4 1931 S e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School Period of Attendance

Maebaru E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l From 1 9 2 5 To 1 9 2 9
I t o s h im a  M id d le  S c h o o l 1 9 2 9 1 9 3 0

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

S e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t

6. Have you ever made application for repatriation to Japan?....X§..§.....If so, give
applying:

^ ¡5 9 5 E H 1 H , and your reasons for so

S e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified 
allegiance to the United States?

Y e s ,  s e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t
Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you 
would swear unqualified allegiance?

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers?. .If so, give your reasons:

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and express your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?.................. .......... If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:

S e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expressly or by refusal to answer, '6r. a quali­
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule L ake?___.... Tf so, give reasons:

u n c e r t a i n

S e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t

8. (A) Answer
Period of

WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS: Yes No Membership

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai) X
Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai) X
Central Japanese Association of Southern California X
Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai) X
Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and X
Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai X
Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists) X
Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—-a Group of Japanese War Veterans) X
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association) ' X
Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai) X
Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai) X
Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940 X
Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization) X
Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association) X
Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after 

studying in Japan) X
Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans) X
Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre) X
Northwest Japanese Association X
Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War) 

(Cherry Blossom Society) X
Shinto Temples A
Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society) X
Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles) X
Hokoku Seinen-Dan X
Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan X
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan X
Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan Yes
(B) Give reasons for becoming a member:

S e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t

(C) State nature of your activity and offices you held:
As s t a t e d  a b o v e ,  I  was c o m p e l l e d  t o  g i v e  my name a s  a member 
t o o k  an y  p a r t  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  I  w orked 8  t o  5 t e a c h i n g  
t o  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  Kokumin Gakko ( S c h o o l )  i n  b l o c k  5 .

b u t  I  n e v e r  
a r i t h m e t i c

If you voluntarily discontinued membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:
As my r e a l  p u r p o s e  o f  g i v i n g  my name a s  a member was m e r e ly  t o  a v o id  
t h e i r  s u s p i c i o n  and p h y s i c a l  v i o l e n c e ,  I  d id  n o t  c o n s i d e r  m y s e l f  t o  be a 
member and f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  d id  n o t  b o t h e r  a b o u t  d i s c o n t i n u i n g  m em b ersh ip .
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4:

I  had no p u r p o s e  o f  my own a s  I  was o n l y  s e v e n  y e a r s  o l d  when my 
m oth er  t o o k  me t o  Jap an  w i t h  h e r .  The r e a s o n  my m oth er  w en t b a ck  t o  
Japan  was t h a t  h e r  h e a l t h  was d e c l i n i n g  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  from  
a c h r o n i c  s to m a ch  a i l m e n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  a n d , r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  sh e  
was n o t  g o i n g  t o  l i v e  v e r y  l o n g ,  sh e  w a n ted  t o  s e e  h e r  m oth er  i n  
Jap an  b e f o r e  s h e  d i e d .  Two y e a r s  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  t o  Jap an  my m oth er  
d i e d ,  and my f a t h e r ,  who r em a in e d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  was u n a b le  t o  c a l l  
me b a ck  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  u n t i l  1931 b e c a u s e  he had f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  
a f t e r  my m o t h e r ’s  l o n g  i l l n e s s .

5 :

A l l  t h e  s u b j e c t s  —  and a l l  o f  them  w ere  c o m p u lso r y  - -  w h ic h  w ere  
t a u g h t  t h e n  i n  t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  and i n  t h e  s e v e n t h  and e i g h t h  
g r a d e s :

E le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  s u b j e c t s :  A r i t h m e t i c ,  J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e ,  G eog ra p h y ,  
H i s t o r y ,  G e n e r a l  S c i e n c e ,  M u s ic ,  D ra w in g , and P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t io n .

S e v e n t h  and e i g h t h  g r a d e  s u b j e c t s :  A r i t h m e t i c ,  A lg e b r a ,  G eom etry ,  
B o ta n y ,  Z o o lo g y ,  G eo g ra p h y , H i s t o r y ,  E n g l i s h ,  Kanbun (S tu d y  o f  
C h in e s e  c o m p o s i t i o n s ) ,  J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e ,  A r t ,  F e n c i n g ,  M i l i t a r y  
T r a i n i n g ,  and P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t io n .

The a b o v e  l i s t  show s t h a t  I  t o o k  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  i n  s e v e n t h  and  
e i g h t h  g r a d e s ,  b u t  I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  c a l l  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t s  w ere  c o m p u lso r y  i n  Jap an  t h e n  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  I  had  
no c h o i c e  b u t  t o  t a k e  a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  
o r  t o  g i v e  up my e d u c a t i o n  e n t i r e l y .

6:

I  b e l i e v e  my f a t h e r  a p p l i e d  f o r  our r e p a t r i a t i o n  w h i l e  we w ere  i n  
T a n fo r a n  A ssem b ly  C e n te r  a b o u t  J u l y ,  1 9 4 2 .  My f a t h e r  was an I s s e i  
and I  was a K i b e i .  He b e l i e v e d  and s o  d id  I ,  l i k e  m ost o f  th e  
e v a c u e e s ,  t h a t  I s s e i  w ere  s u r e  t o  be k e p t  i n t e r n e d  u n t i l  t h e y  c o u ld  
be s e n t  t o  Jap an  and t h a t  K i b e i  m ig h t  be s e n t  a l s o .  My f a t h e r  d id  
n o t  w i s h  me t o  be s e p a r a t e d  from  him and I  d id  n o t  w i s h  s e p a r a t i o n  
from  h im . He was 62 o r  63 y e a r s  o l d .  My m oth er  had d i e d .

The l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  T a n fo r a n  A ssem b ly  C e n te r  w ere  so  m i s e r a b l e  
t h a t  by a l l  means I  w is h e d  t o  g e t  o u t  from  t h e r e  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .
I t  i s  a lm o s t  u n b e l i e v a b l e  t h a t  s u c h  t h i n g  h ap p en ed  i n  t h e  c i v i l i z e d  
c o u n t r y  l i k e  o u r s ,  b u t ,  i n  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  war h y s t e r i a ,  many o f  u s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  women and c h i l d r e n  w ere  f o r c e d  t o  l i v e  i n  h o r s e  s t a b l e s ,  and 
t h e  t h o u g h t  o f  h a v in g  t o  s t a y  i n  s u c h  a p l a c e  and t o  m e r e ly  w a s t e  my 
t im e  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  becam e more and more i n t o l e r a b l e  a s  d a y s  w en t b y .  
One day a f r i e n d  o f  m ine who was a b l e  t o  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  much b e t t e r  th a n  I  
d id  w en t t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f f i c e  and a s k e d  f o r  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  
l e a v e  t h e  camp i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  s t u d y  o u t s i d e ,  b u t  was r e j e c t e d  
f o r  t h e  r e a s o n  o f  h i s  b e i n g  a K i b e i .  From t h i s  i n c i d e n t  I  c o n c lu d e d  
t h a t  i t  was t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  WRA t o  c o n f i n e  us K i b e i s  i n  a c o n c e n t r a ­
t i o n  camp t i l l  t h e  end o f  t h e  w a r , and when I  h e a r d  o f  Red C r o ss  
a c c e p t i n g  ou r  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  r e p a t r i a t e  I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  was t h e  o n l y  way 
f o r  us K i b e i s  t o  g e t  o u t  from  t h e  camp.
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7 ( A ) :

At t h e  T a n fo r a n  A ssem b ly  C e n te r  I  a p p l i e d  t o  l e a v e  and go  t o  s c h o o l  
so o n  a f t e r  we a r r i v e d  t h e r e  b u t  t h e  WCCA d e n ie d  me l e a v e  b e c a u s e  I  was
a K ib e i  I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1 9 4 2  I  was a l l o w e d  t o  l e a v e  camp and go  t o
work i n  Id a h o  w here  f o r  a b o u t  two m onths I  d id  s u g a r  b e e t  t o p p i n g  and
t h e n  w en t t o  T o p a z .

I n  Topaz my f a t h e r  p u l  p r e s s u r e  on me t h a t  we m ust do e v e r y t h i n g  t o  
p r e v e n t  oS? b e i n g  s e p a r a t e d .  He w a n ted  me and my s i s t e r s  t o  s t a y  w i t h  
h im . The camp had b e e n  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f a c t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
a n d * t r o u b le  had a r i s e n  b e tw e e n  them  and a l l  s o r t s  o f  ^ m o r s  s p r e a d  
o v e r  t h e  camp c a u s i n g  f e a r  t h a t  th e  g o v ern m en t had w a n ted  t o  d i v i d e  
f a m i l i e s  by g e t t i n g  v o l u n t e e r s  f o r  t h e  Army and o f  f o r c i n g  c i t i z e n s  t  
r e l o c a t e  w h i l e  a l i e n s  w ou ld  be d e t a i n e d  f o r  d e p o r t a t i o n .

S oon  a f t e r  I  r e t u r n e d  t o  Topaz from  Id a h o  I  was q u e s t i o n e d  by  an
T?RT a g e n t  a b o u t  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and t o  J a p a n . I  was 
t r L b f e d  and c o n f u s e d  by t h i s  h e a r i n g  a s  h e ^ n e v e r  t o l d  me t h e  p u r p o se  
why he was q u e s t i o n i n g  me, and by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I  wae a t  t h a t  t im e  
s t i l l  u n a b le  t o  s p e a k  o r  u n d e r s ta n d  E n g l i s h  v e r y  w e l l .  I  t h o u g h t  t h e  
FBI a g e n t  was e i t h e r  p l a y i n g  a Jok e  upon me by a s k i n g  s u c h  q u e s t i o n s  
s i n c e  t h i s  h e a r i n g  was h e l d  s o o n  a f t e r  I  had r e t u r n e d  from  my v o l u n -  
l a r y  work o u t s i d e  ( s u g a r  b e e t s  t o p p i n g  j o b  i n  I d a h o )  and had p r o v e d  t h a t  
I  was n o t  o n l y  a h a r m le s s  p e r s o n  b u t  q u i t e  h e l p f u l  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  s  
war e f f o r t ,  o r  o t h e r w i s e  he i s  t r y i n g  t o  i n f l i c t  upon me a v e r y  c r u e  
m e n ta l  t o r t u r e  (w h ich  i t  w a s)  by  a s k i n g  me s u c h  q u e s t i o n s  w h i l e  I  was  
c o n f i n e d  w i t h i n  b a rb ed  w ir e  f e n c e s ,  g u a r d e d  by armed s e n t r i e s .  To me 
i t  was l i k e  b e i n g  s la p p e d  upon t h e  f a c e ,  b e i n g  t i e d  w i t h  a r o p e  
su r r o u n d e d  by men w i t h  g u n s ,  and t h e n  b e i n g  a sk e d  w h e th e r  I  l i k e d  t h e  
man who s la p p e d  me i n  t h e  f a c e .  Under s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i t  was  
i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  k e e p  my m e n ta l  b a l a n c e  and t o  g i v e  r e a s o n a b l e  
a n s w e r s  I f  I  g a v e  s u c h  a n s w e r s  u n d er  n orm al c i r c u m s t a n c e s  I  w i l l  n o t  
e v e n  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  a b o u t  i t ,  b u t  I  d id  s o  o n l y  b e c a u s e  I  was f o r c e d  
i n t o  c o n f in e m e n t  d e s p i t e  my b e i n g  an  A m erican  c i t i z e n  and o n l y  b e c ^ s e  
I  was a t  t h a t  t im e  u n d er  s e v e r e  m e n ta l  s t r a i n  w h ic h  r e s u l t e d  from  in®  
abn orm al c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w h ic h  I  was f o r c e d  i n t o .  I  was a l s o  u n a b le  t o  
r e a l i z e  a t  t h a t  t im e  how h a r s h l y  t h o s e  w ords and p h r a s e s  i n  my a n s w e r s  
so u n d ed  b e c a u s e  I  s t i l l  had much d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s p e a k i n g  and u n d e r s t a n d ­
i n g  E n g l i s h ,  and t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  a l l  I  s a i d  i n  t h a t  h e a r i n g  w ere  
e i t h e r  "yes"  o r  "no", r a t h e r  v a g u e l y  u n d e r s t a n d in g  w hat was a sk e d  me, 
and t h o s e  a n s w e r s ) w e r e  w r i t t e n  and com posed e n t i r e l y  by t h e  FBI a g e n t  
who d id  t h e  q u e s t i o n i n g .  I  w ou ld  l i k e  t o  s t r e s s  h e r e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
d e s p i t e  how I  a n sw e r e d  t o  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  by v o l u n t e e r i n g  f o r  work  
o u t s i d e  t h e  camp d u r in g  w a r t im e  and by r e m a in in g  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a f t e r  
t h e  war was o v e r  I  h a v e  p r o v e d  I  l o v e  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and am l o y a l  t o  th e
c o u n t r y  o f  my b i r t h .

B e in g  u n a b le  t o  e x p r e s s  m y s e l f  i n  E n g l i s h  t h e  A gen t p r e p a r e d  t h e  s t a t e ­
ment and I  s i g n e d  i t .

Now I  d e e p l y  r e g r e t  t h a t  I  d id  n o t  a n sw er  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
h e l p  o f  an i n t e r p r e t e r  b e c a u s e ,  a s  I  s t a t e d  b e f o r e ,  my a b i l i t y  t o  
u n d e r s ta n d  a n d , s p e c i a l l y ,  t o  s p e a k  A m erican  la n g u a g e  a t  t h a t  t im e  was  
q u i t e  in a d e q u a t e  t o  a n sw er  a c c u r a t e l y  and i n  p r o p e r  manner s u c h  im p o r ta n  
q u e s t i o n s  a s  t h e s e  u n d er  s u c h  c o m p l i c a t e d  s i t u a t i o n  I  was i n  a t  t h a t  
t i m e .  F a c t  b e i n g  a s  i t  w a s ,  w hat I  a c t u a l l y  s a i d  i n  t h a t  i n t e r v i e w  
w ere  s e v e r a l  " Y e s ’ s" and "No’ s " ,  e x c e p t  s a y i n g ,  i n  my b r o k e n  E n g l i s h ,  
t h a t  I  t h o u g h t  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  me t o  com m it s a b o t a g e  when I  was
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7 (A )  c o n t i n u e d :

c o n f i n e d  i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp and s o  h e a v i l y  g u a r d e d  by armed  
s o l d i e r s .  S i n c e  I  c o u ld  n o t  u n d e r s ta n d  why th e  FBI a g e n t  was c o n ­
d u c t i n g  s u c h  a q u e s t i o n i n g ,  I  hop ed  t o  im p ly  by r e p l y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  
a s  w e l l  a s  some o t h e r s  made no s e n s e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w ere  b a se d  on  
s u p p o s i t i o n .  I t  was a b s o l u t e l y  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  an y  one o f  us c o n f i n e d  
i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp su r r o u n d e d  by b a rb ed  w ir e  f e n c e s  and g u a rd ed  
by armed s o l d i e r s  t o  com m it s a b o t a g e  o r  t o  e n t e r  th e  J a p a n e s e  Army, 
b u t  t h i s  FBI a g e n t  who q u e s t i o n e d  me seem ed d e te r m in e d  t o  make a s a b o t e u r  
o u t  o f  me and he  f u r t h e r  a sk e d  me, m e n a c in g l y ,  i f  I  w ou ld  commit  
s a b o t a g e  i f  I  w ere  a l l o w e d  t o  s t a y  o u t  o f  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp. By 
t h i s  t im e  I  g o t  s o  c o m p l e t e l y  s i c k  o f  t h i s  s o r t  o f  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h a t  
my o n l y  w is h  a t  t h a t  t im e  was t o  g e t  i t  o v e r  w i t h  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e .  I  b e l i e v e  a n yon e  ca n  im m e d ia t e ly  
u n d e r s ta n d  w hat a d i f f i c u l t  s i t u a t i o n  I  was i n  and how I  f e l t  t o  u n d e r ­
go  s u c h  q u e s t i o n i n g  i f  he im a g in e  h i m s e l f  t o  be i n  a J a p a n e s e  c o n c e n t r a ­
t i o n  camp and had t o  a n sw er  t h i s  s o r t  o f  q u e s t i o n s  i n  J a p a n e s e  l a n g u a g e .
To be c o n f i n e d  i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp and c o m p l e t e l y  d e p r iv e d  o f  
fr e ed o m  d e s p i t e  my b e i n g  an A m erican  c i t i z e n  was bad en o u g h  t o  me, and  
I  c o u ld  n o t  h e l p  f e e l i n g  s t r o n g  a n g e r  when I  had t o  u n d erg o  and f u r t h e r  
t o r t u r e d  by s u c h  q u e s t i o n i n g  w h ic h  was b a s e d  e n t i r e l y  on s u s p i c i o n .

I  a l s o  r e g r e t  t h a t  b e c a u s e  o f  my y o u t h f u l n e s s  and im m a tu r e n e s s  a t  
t h a t  t im e  I  l a c k e d  c o u r a g e  and w isdom  t o  r e f u s e  t o  s i g n  t h o s e  s t a t e ­
m e n t s .  But a t  t h e  end  o f  t h i s  h e a r i n g  I  was s o  c o m p l e t e l y  e x h a u s t e d  
t h a t  I  had no w i l l  pow er l e f t  t o  r e s i s t  when I  was a s k e d  t o  s i g n  them .
I n  t h i s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp w here  I  was i n  one was i n s t a n t l y  s h o t  t o  
d e a t h  by an armed g u a rd  m e r e ly  a p p r o a c h in g  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e  f e n c e ,  
and u n d er  s u c h  c o n f in e m e n t  I  c o u ld  n o t  e x p r e s s  f r e e l y  w hat I  w an ted  
t o  s a y  e v e n  i f  I  w ere  a b l e  t o  s p e a k  E n g l i s h  f l u e n t l y .  My f e a r  t o  
s p e a k  and my i n a b i l i t y  t o  u n d e r s ta n d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h a t  q u e s t i o n i n g  
and a l s o  my i n a b i l i t y  t o  a isw er  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  a c c u r a t e l y  and i n  
p r o p e r  manner made a s a b o t e u r  o u t  o f  me, b u t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  had  
n o t  b e e n  a s i n g l e  c a s e  o f  s a b o t a g e  fo u n d  among p e o p l e  o f  J a p a n e s e  
d e s c e n t  p r o v e s  t h a t  t h i s  was m e r e ly  an im a g in a r y  t h i n g  and n e v e r  c o u ld  
h a v e  h ap p en ed  a c t u a l l y .  I t  i s  my d eep  r e g r e t  now t h a t  I  was n o t  a t  
t h a t  t im e  a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h i s  q u e s t i o n i n g  
t o o k  p l a c e  I  w orked f o r  Mr. R ic e  i n  C l i f t o n ,  I d a h o ,  f o r  o v e r  a month  
w i t h o u t  any  i n c i d e n t  w h ic h  I  b e l i e v e  made s u c h  a q u e s t i o n i n g  q u i t e  
u n n e c e s s a r y .

7 ( B ) :

I  c e r t a i n l y  w ou ld  h ave  done s o  i f  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  had b e e n  g i v e n  t o  me.

I  had b e e n  w i l l i n g  when I  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r  t h e  d r a f t  i n  1 9 4 0  i n  San  
F r a n c i s c o  and had b e e n  p l a c e d  i n  C l a s s  1 - B .  I  k e p t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  my 
L o c a l  Board w h i l e  i n  camp and a f t e r w a r d  and my f i n a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
was 4 -A .

7 ( C ) :

The m ain r e a s o n  why I  g a v e  n e g a t i v e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  was  
t h a t  a t  t h a t  t im e  I  had v e r y  l i t t l e  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  A m erican  la n g u a g e  
and o f  A m erican  way o f  t h i n k i n g  a s  I  r e c e i v e d  m ost o f  my e d u c a t i o n  
i n  J a p a n . T h e r e f o r e ,  I  had t o  depend  l a r g e l y  on rum ors t o  u n d e r s ta n d  
w hat t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  w ere  and why t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  w ere  a sk e d  us a t  
t h a t  t i m e .  I  was e s p e c i a l l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h o s e  s p e e c h e s  g i v e n  by
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7 (C )  c o n t i n u e d :

Nakayama and o t h e r s  i n  w h ic h  t h e y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  u n j u s t n e s s  o f  t h e  
Army and t h e  WRA t o  a s k  u s  s u c h  q u e s t i o n s  a f t e r  t h e y  had f o r c e d  
u s t o  e v a c u a t e  from  t h e  W est C o a s t  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  and a f t e r  c o n ­
f i n i n g  us  i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp su r ro u n d e d  by b a rb ed  w ir e  f e n c e s , 
g u a r d e d  by armed s o l d i e r s ,  and c o m p l e t e l y  d e p r i v i n g  u s  o f  o u r  fr e e d o m .

T h ere  a l s o  was a rumor i n  t h e  camp t h a t  i f  we a n sw er e d  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  
a f f i r m a t i v e l y  t h e n  we w ould  be f o r c e d  t o  r e l o c a t e  a s  we had p r e v i o u s l y  
b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  e v a c u a t e  from  t h e  W est C o a s t ,  and I  was a f r a i d  o f  
r e l o c a t i n g  t o  a new , u n f a m i l i a r  p l a c e  b e c a u s e  I  had no c o n f i d e n c e  o f  
f i n d i n g  a j o b  w i t h  my in a d e q u a t e  a b i l i t y  t o  s p e a k  E n g l i s h .

B e s i d e s ,  p r i o r  t o  a n s w e r in g  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  my f a t h e r  h a d ,  i n  my 
nam e, a p p l i e d  f o r  e x p a t r i a t i o n  t o  J a p a n , and I  t h o u g h t  t h a t  i t  was  
a lm o s t  i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  me t o  g i v e  n e g a t i v e  a n s w e r s  t o  t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  i f  
I  w ere  t o  e x p e c t  t o  be a l l o w e d  t o  e n t e r  Japan  w h ic h  was t h e n  d o m in a ted  
by m i l i t a r i s t s .

8 ( B ) :

I  n e v e r  becam e a member v o l u n t a r i l y  b u t  was f o r c e d  t o  do s o  q u i t e  
r e l u c t a n t l y  by D oi i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o id  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  an in f o r m e r  
by him and o t h e r  members o f  H o sh i  Dan. He was one o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  
H o sh i Dan i n  my b l o c k ,  and I  d id  n o t  w ant t o  make my l i f e  i n  t h e  camp 
more m i s e r a b l e  and u n c o m f o r t a b le  by r e f u s i n g  t o  becom e a member and  
t h u s  b e i n g  s u s p e c t e d  a s  an  in f o r m e r  by him and o t h e r  members o f  H o sh i  
Dan. I t  was q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  I  c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a t t a c k e d  by some o f  
t h e  r a d i c a l  members o f  H o sh i  Dan i f  I  c o u ld  n o t  g i v e  t h e  r e a s o n  w h ic h  
s a t i s f i e d  h im , and I  w is h e d  t o  a v o id  t a k i n g  t h e  r i s k  o f  r e c e i v i n g  su c h  
b o d i l y  harm by a l l  m ean s .

The r e a s o n  why I  d id  n o t  r e s i g n  was t h a t  I  d id  n o t  p u t  much im p o r t a n c e  
t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  H o sh i  Dan and i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  e x c e p t  my p a s s i v e  
i n t e r e s t  t o  a v o i d  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  an in f o r m e r  and b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  
by them . S i n c e  t h a t  was t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  I  g a v e  my name a s  a member,
I  d id  n o t  e v e n  b o t h e r  t o  w ith d r a w  my name from  i t  u n t i l  T u le  Lake Camp 
was c l o s e d .

I  a v o id e d  b eco m in g  a member o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  l o n g  a s  I  c o u ld  
b e c a u s e  I  d id  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e i r  i d e a  and a c t i v i t i e s .  But one  day  
an I s s e i  named D oi who l i v e d  i n  t h e  same b a r r a c k  c a l l e d  on me and 
u rg ed  me t o  become a member. I  r e a l l y  d id  n o t  w is h  t o  become a member, 
b u t  s i n c e  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  my b l o c k  seem ed t o  h a v e  j o i n e d  one  
o f  t h o s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  I  was a f r a i d  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  i f  I  r e f u s e d  him  
t o  become a member. I t  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  I  w ou ld  be c a l l e d  Min u " ,  an  
i n f o r m e r ,  by them and be t h r e a t e n e d  and b e a t e n  i f  I  d id  n o t  g i v e  my name 
a s  a member. I ,  h o w e v e r ,  c a n  sw e a r  t h a t ,  e v e n  th o u g h  my name be 
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  m em bersh ip  l i s t ,  I  n e v e r  t o o k  a n y  p a r t  i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i ­
t i e s .  I  d id  n o t  a t t e n d  t h e i r  m e e t in g  e v e n  o n c e  and n e v e r  j o i n e d  them  
i n  t h e i r  m orn in g  e x e r c i s e s  o r  d r i l l s ,  n e v e r  had my h a i r  c u t ,  n e v e r  wore  
h ead  band o r  an y  em blem .

9 ( A ) :

I  do n o t  remember t h e  e x a c t  t i m e ,  b u t  when m ost p e o p l e  seem ed  t o  h a v e  
a p p l i e d  I  was a g a i n  c o m p e l l e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e i r  s u i t  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  
g i v i n g  my name t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I  was a b l e  t o  h o ld  on t o  my own
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9 (A )  c o n t i n u e d :

d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  r e n o u n c e  my c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  a w h i l e ,  b u t  s o o n  s o  many 
p e o p l e  around  me s t a r t e d  t o  a s k  me t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  " I ' v e  a p p l i e d  f o r  
r e n u n c i a t i o n ,  w hat a b o u t  y o u ? " , and I  c o u l d  no l o n g e r  h o ld  on t o  my 
own d e c i s i o n .  I t  seem ed t o  me t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way I  c o u ld  k e e p  my 
c i t i z e n s h i p  was e i t h e r  t o  k eep  on p r e t e n d i n g  t h a t  I  had done s o  o r  
t o  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  and t a k e  t h e  r i s k  o f  b e i n g  s u s p e c t e d  a s  "inu" and  
p o s s i b l y  b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  and b e a t e n  by p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s .  I t  was  
e x t r e m e l y  t o r m e n t i n g  t o  me w h i l e  I  h e l d  on t o  my own d e c i s i o n  n o t  
t o  r e n o u n c e  my c i t i z e n s h i p ,  and c o n s t a n t l y  h a r a s s e d  by  W h a t -a b o u t -  
you? q u e s t i o n  I  f i n a l l y  w en t a lm o s t  mad and d e c id e d  t o  a p p ly  f o r  
r e n u n c i a t i o n  and g e t  i t  o v e r  w i t h  f o r  o n ce  and a l l .

The p r e s s u r e  was p u t  on me c o n s t a n t l y  t o  do i t  by my f a t h e r  who d id  
n o t  w ant me t o  be s e p a r a t e d  from  h im . He, Mr. D oi ( I s s e i ) ,  Mr. 
Kadowaki ( K i b e i ) and p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  Dan p e o p l e  i n  ou r  b l o c k  by  
t h e i r  t a l k ,  p r o p a g a n d a  and t h r e a t s  c o m p e l l e d  me t o  b e l i e v e  I ' d  be  
s e p a r a t e d  from  my f a t h e r  and be f o r c e d  t o  r e l o c a t e  a l o n e  w i t h o u t  
m oney, home o r  a j o b  and w ou ld  n e v e r  s e e  my f a t h e r  a g a i n  and I ' d  be 
d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  and maybe harmed by C a u c a s ia n s  who w ere  h o s t i l e  
t o  p e r s o n s  o f  J a p a n e s e  a n c e s t r y .  B e in g  ca lled  an  in u  by many members 
and n o t  a c t u a l l y  h a v in g  a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  Dan and n o t  j o i n i n g  
i n  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  n o t  h a v in g  my h a i r  c u t  s h o r t ,  I  was v ie w e d  w i t h  
s u s p i c i o n  and h a t e d  by c o - w o r k e r s  and t h e  b l o c k  r e s i d e n t s . .  I  was  
a f r a i d  o f  b e i n g  p h y s i c a l l y  harmed i f  I  d i d n ' t  r e n o u n c e .

9 ( B ) :

I f  I  had n o t  b e e n  u n d er  s u c h  h e a v y  m e n ta l  p r e s s u r e ,  I  w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  
r e n o u n c e d  my c i t i z e n s h i p  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  and I  g r e a t l y  h e s i t a t e d  
and d eep  i n  my h e a r t  I  was c o n v in c e d  t h a t  I  was m aking a v e r y  s e r i o u s  
m is t a k e  when I  f i n a l l y  had t o  s i g n  my r e n u n c i a t i o n  p a p e r .  B ut u n der  
s u c h  an abn orm al c i r c u m s t a n c e  w h ic h  e x i s t e d  a t  t h a t  t im e  i n  t h e  camp,
I  c o u ld  n o t  h e l p  b u t  t a k e  t h e  same a c t i o n  a s  o t h e r  p e o p l e  d id  e v e n  i f  
I  had t o  c o n c e a l  my t r u e  t h o u g h t .

One o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  why I  was f o r c e d  t o  r e n o u n c e  my U . S .  c i t i z e n s h i p  
was t h a t  I  was a f r a i d  o f  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  an in f o r m e r  by H o sh i Dan 
m em bers. And i n  o r d e r  t o  r e n o u n c e  my c i t i z e n s h i p ,  I  t h o u g h t  i t  was  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  me t o  s a y  t h a t  I  was l o y a l  t o  Jap an  and t h a t  I  w is h e d  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  t h a t  c o u n t r y  f o r  p erm a n en t r e s i d e n c e .

9 ( C ) :

The f e a r  o f  b e i n g  s u s p e c t e d  a s  an  in f o r m e r  by p e o p l e  arou n d  me and o f  
b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  and a t t a c k e d  by g a n g s  and m o b s te r s  e x i s t e d  u n t i l  a l l  t h e  
r a d i c a l  members o f  p r o - J a p a n e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w en t b a c k  t o  Jap an  j u s t  
b e f o r e  t h e  camp was c l o s e d .  War R e l o c a t i o n  A u t h o r i t y  d id  n o t  c a r e  much 
a b o u t  p r o t e c t i n g  us from  t h e  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s ,  a n d , t h u s ,  t h e  o n l y  way 
t o  a s s u r e  o n e ' s  s a f e t y  i n  t h a t  camp was t o  p r e t e n d  t h a t  one was i n  
c o m p le t e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  w hat t h o s e  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s  t h o u g h t  o r  d i d .

9 ( F ) :

A n o th er  r e a s o n  why I  r e n o u n c e d  my U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s h i p  was t h a t  
I  n o t  o n l y  f e a r e d  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  by p r o - J a p a n e s e  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  camp
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9(F) continued:
but also feared being reported to the Japanese authority by them 
upon my arrival in Japan and thus being severely punished by the 
Japanese government for not having renounced my United States citizenship. 
Since I had applied for repatriation I believed that I would be sent to 
Japan when the time came. These fears together with strong resentment 
I felt toward being discriminated and mistreated by the United States 
government have driven me to take such an action. And the strongest 
factor which led me to take such an action was that at that time after 
being forced to live in confinement and having suffered both mentally 
and physically under adverse living conditions for many years, I 
became abnormal in my mental state because of fears of the Dan and 
family separation.
When people in Tule Lake Camp started talking about renouncing U.S. 
citizenship, I thought it was very foolish thing to do and I decided 
not to renounce my citizenship. But as days went by more and more 
people were forced to renounce their citizenship by Hoshi Dan leaders 
and they in turn urged their friends to do likewise. Doi, Kadowaki in 
my block and Kawasaki, Inouye, where I worked, were some of the Hoshi 
Dan leaders who finally forced me to renounce my U.S. citizenship 
despite my great reluctance to do so. I tried as long as possible to 
keep my U.S. citizenship by avoiding to talk about renunciation and 
even by pretending that I had already done so, but in the end when 
majority of the camp residents had done so the pressure was so great 
that it was no longer possible for me to keep on just pretending. I 
was afraid to be considered as an informer by Hoshi Dan members 
because I thought it was possible that I would be sent to Japan with 
them on the same boat since I had applied for expatriation.
Now I ‘m married to an American citizen, Taeko, and am father of Ameri­
can citizen, Kenneth, which gives me no other desire but to give my 
best effort in making this country strong in time of peace and to 
fight against the enemy in time of war.
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(E) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was 
dtie to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of the organization, explain fully:

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

T h r e a t  and p r e s s u r e  e x i s t e d  u n t i l  a l l  t h e  r a d i c a l  members o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a ­
t i o n  w en t  b a ck  t o  Jap an  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  camp w as c l o s e d ,  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,
I  d id  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  m em bersh ip  f o r  f e a r  o f  b e i n g  harm ed.

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship? 
Give reasons for so doing:

S e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation 
for difference:

S e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for 
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

S e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made 
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

I  d id  n o t  make a n y  e f f o r t  t o  w ith d r a w  my a p p l i c a t i o n  b e f o r e  i t  was  
a p p ro v e d  by  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  b e c a u s e  I  d id  n o t  f e e l  c o m p l e t e l y  s a f e  u n t  
a l l  t h e  p r o - J a p a n e s e  g r o u p s  w en t b a c k  t o  J a p a n .

1 1

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the
reasons for the delay in making such request: A f t e r  p r o lo n g e d  c o n f in e m e n t  i n  thfe i o ’amp a l l  o f  ( U3

w ere  i n  no way i n  n orm al m e n ta l  s t a t e  and we lo o k e d  upon e a c h ^ d £ h e £ , ,w ith ;1ĵ |
s u s p i c i o n .  P r e s s u r e  g r o u p s  s t i l l  seem ed  t o  h a v e  e x i s t e d ,  and fcJM dlatoM w ke  
t h e  r e q u e s t  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  s o  t h a t  i t  w ou ld  n o t  be known t o  p r o - J a p a n e s e
g r o u p s*
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(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet 
if necessary. .

S e e  a t t a c h e d  s h e e t .

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship? 

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor.
Answer Yes or N o

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following:

I enlisted (or was drafted) on.........................................................in the............................................................ ; my Serial number is............................. ;
State the  date State the Branch of Service

I still am in such service.................. ............................. ; I was released from active duty on........................................................... and received my Discharge
Answer Yes or N o

on.....................................................................

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected 
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

(D) If you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason
£or,hew tstio5 v e r wa g V ° ' l i !n i t  a f t e r  l e a v i n g  camp.

12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person 
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

Relationship Nam e

Branch of Service Serial N um ber

Subscribed and sworn to before me this...*J..............day of... ..... 4uL/?......................, i9 £ jF .

pi/a/iit S T t r i  o f  $*94,\ A h trz*  c o w r r

■ BRIiSIHniiMfiT' 11 -

My Commission Expires 'April ’12, fl96fc,
My Commission Expires April 12, I960,

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PREPARATION OF AFFIDAVIT
This affidavit should be specifically addressed to the circumstances of your particular case and should not consist of generalities. When 

you are uncertain as to matters related in your affidavit write "uncertain”. Where you claim that any action was taken by you as the result of 
fear, you should state in each instance, with the greatest possible particularity, what was feared and why. If it is claimed that the fears were 
caused by threats from individuals or groups of individuals, the nature of the threats, the names of the individuals making them, if known, 
and the time, place and occasion for the making of the threats should be given.

If more space is needed for answers to particular questions, separate sheets of plain white paper should be used. Each separate sheet so 
used should be plainly marked with the number of the question being answered and your name.

1. Name Tatsum! Yamamoto Date of Birth A pril 2 ,  1 9 1 7

2. If born prior to December 1,1924

3. If born since December 1, 1924

(A) Have you ever renounced Japanese 
nationality?

No
When Where

(A) Was your name ever registered with a Japanese Consulate for the purpose of reserving your Japanese 
nationality?

If so, did you thereafter renounce your Japanese 
nationality?

When Where

4. State periods of visits to Japan and purpose of each visit:

Date Purpose

From 1 9 2 4 To 1 9 3 1 8m  attached shaat

5. Give details concerning any formal education in Japan:

School Period of Attendance

H&eharu Elem entary School From 1 9 2 5 to 1929

Xtoshlma Middle School 1 9 2 9

Specify subjects studied (attach additional sheet if necessary).

R egular sch ool S u b jects

---------------------------------------.—  ---------------- — ---------------------Y 9 8 -------------;— 7 ~
6. Have you ever made application for repatriation to Japan?.................. If so, give date.
applying:

-f j j f i ...
i'r ip k wMarch ., and your reasons for so

See attached  sh eet

7. (A) Have you ever expressly indicated that you would not swear unqualified 
allegiance ,o ,he > h C * t

Have you ever declined to answer when asked whether you 
would swear unqualified allegiance?

Or have you ever given a qualified answer to such question asked at War Relocation Centers?................................... If so, give your reasons:

(B) If your answer to any of the questions in (A) is affirmative, then did you ever subsequently change your mind and e^ta^gi your willingness
to swear an unqualified allegiance or would you have been willing to do so if an opportunity had been afforded you?............................. If so, state
when you changed your mind and your reasons therefor:

See attached  sh eet
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(C) Did you ever indicate that you would not swear unqualified allegiance to the United States either expressly or by refusal to answer, or a quali­
fied answer, knowing that by so doing you would be sent to the WRA Segregation Center at Tule Lake?................  If so, give reasons:

S#* attached sh eet

8. (A)

WERE YOU EVER AT ANY TIME A MEMBER OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS:

Answer
Period of 

MembershipYes No

Black Dragon Society (Kokuryu Kai) X
Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai) X
Central Japanese Association of Southern California X
Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military Art Society of Japan) (Hokubei Kai) X
Heimuska Kai, also known as Hokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai Zaibei Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and X
Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Japanese residing in American Military Conscripts Assoc.) Heimusha Kai X
Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists) X
Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society—a Group of Japanese War Veterans) X
Hokubei Zaigo Shoko Dan (North American Reserve Officers Association) X
Japanese Association of America (Zaibei Nihonjin Kai) X
Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Kai) X
Japanese Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940
Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organization) X

Jikyoku Iin Kai (Current Affairs Association) — X
Kibei Seinen Kai (Association of U. S. Citizens of Japanese Ancestry who have returned to America after 

studying in Japan) X
Nanka Teikoku Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or Southern California War Veterans) X
Nichibei Kogyo Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre) X
Northwest Japanese Association X
Sakura Kai (Patriotic Society or Cherry Association—composed of Veterans of Russo-Japanese War) 

(Cherry Blossom Society) X
Shinto Temples X
Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society) X
Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association Los Angeles) X
Hokoku Seinen-Dan X
Hokoku Joshi Seinen-Dan X
Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-Dan X
Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi-Dan tw w

(B) Give reasons for becoming a member:

See attached  sh eet

(C) State nature of your activity and offices you held:

See attached  sh eet

(D) If you voluntarily discontinued membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, give approximate date and reasons for so doing:
I  «as not a r e a l member bat on ly  a nominal member and I  did not once jo in  In  
any o f  th e ir  a c t i v i t i e s  and did not near any in s ig n ia  or have my h a ir  out 
short and I  a s s  not sen t to  Bismarck or Santa Fe l ik a  the r e a l mambera mere«
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4:
X had no purpose o f  my own as X was only seven years o ld  when my 
mother took me to  Japan w ith her» The reason my mother went back to  
Japan was th a t her health  was d ec lin in g  rap id ly  a f te r  su ffe r in g  
from a chronic stomach ailm ent for sev era l years and, r e a lis in g  
th a t she was not going to  l iv e  very lon g , she wanted to  see her 
mother in  Japan before she died* Two years a f te r  returning to  
Japan my mother d ied , and my fa th e r , who remained in  t h is  country, 
was unable to  c a l l  me back to  h is  country u n t i l  1931 because he had 
f in a n c ia l d i f f i c u l t y  a f te r  my mother1s long i l l n e s s .

6 ;

I  b e lie v e  my fa th er  applied  fo r  our r e p a tr ia tio n  when we were in  
the Tanforan Assembly Center about July 1942. My fa th er  was an 
X ssei. He was in s is t e n t  at th e time th a t the Government would 
su re ly  deport X ssei and K ibei to  Japan. He did not want me to  be 
separated from him. He was about 62 or 63 years o f  age and was 
not in  good h ea lth  and he was dependent on me and he did not want 
me to  be separated from him* He b e liev ed  too that as I was a 
K ibei th a t I most l ik e ly  would be deported u ltim a te ly  because the 
WCCA a u th o r it ie s  refu sed  to  l e t  me lea v e  the camp when X applied  
to  leave  camp to  attend  school* The WCCA sa id  that I eouldn t  
leave  because X was a Kibei* So fa th er  ap p lied  to  the Red Cross 
for us to  be rep a tr ia ted . I did not wish to  be rep a tr ia ted  but 
fa th er  was in s is t e n t  th a t I had to accompany him or e ls e  we would 
be separated and th at I ’d be deported ev en tu a lly  anyway because of 
being a K ib ei, and h is  X ssei fr ie n d , Mr* i)oi and o th ers , to ld  him 
th a t I s a e i  were sure to  be deported and th at fa th er  should apply 
to  have me and my s i s t e r s  rep a tr ia ted  w ith  him or e ls e  we’d be 
separated and might never see him again .

A fter we were sen t to  th e  Topaz R elocation  Center in  Utah I volun­
teered  to  go ou tsid e  and do farm work to help  th e  defense e f fo r t  
and was allow ed to  go out to  C lif to n , Idaho, where X worked in  
sugar b eets  for  about two months and then returned to  Topaz. I do 
not r e c a ll  s ig n in g  fo r  re p a tr ia tio n  at Topaz on July 23, 1943 but 
I may have done so at the in s is te n c e  of my fa th e r . I do remember 
th a t there were lo t s  o f  rumors in  camp th at ch ild ren  o f  I s s e i  who were 
going to  be rep a tr ia ted  had to request re p a tr ia tio n  or e ls e  face  
separation  from th e ir  parents and th a t my fa th er  and I were worried  
about our being separated* So 1 may have signed  there on July 23, 
1943, fo r  re p a tr ia tio n  or e l s e  my fa th er  may have and i f  e i th e r  o f  
us did i t  was because o f  the b e l ie f  th a t my fa th er  and I would be 
separated i f  the request wasn’t  made. Father wanted to  be r e p a tr i­
ated because we had lo s t  everything and he figured  he wouldn’t  be 
allowed to  sta y  in  the U*3* so he wanted to make sure th a t X was 
sent to  Japan with him*

I th ink  th at I f i l l e d  out a re p a tr ia tio n  form a t the WRA S o c ia l  
Welfare O ffice  in  the Tule Lake Center about March, 1944* At th a t  
time my fa th er  was in s is t e n t  th a t I should do so because o f  a l l  the  
rumors th at i t  was necessary to  do i t  to  avoid our separation  be­
cause the rumors were th a t the I s s e i  would be deported f i r s t  and 
th a t th e ir  ch ild ren  should apply for re p a tr ia tio n  so th a t they would 
be sen t with th e ir  parents and not be l e f t  behind to  face  deportation  
at a la t e r  tim e. Mr. Doi and Mr* Yabu who were I s s e i  fr ien d s o f  my 
fa th er  con stan tly  to ld  my fa th er  h e ’d be separated from me u n le ss  I 
sign ed  fo r  r e p a tr ia tio n . Father was e ld e r ly  and dependent on me and
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i t  was my duty to  take care o f him and he being a fra id  o f  our separ-  
a tio n  and I  was a fra id  o f  our being separated to o .

A fter the end o f  the war when I  heard that there was a chance I 
wouldn't be deported and that my fa th er  would not have to  be r e ­
p a tr ia ted  1 went and ca n ce lled  my request fo r  re p a tr ia tio n  in  the 
Tule Lake Center on September 25* 1945* as X learned th a t my fa th er  
would not have to  rep a tr ia te  to  Japan and he decided to  sta y  in  the  
U.S.

7(A )i

At the Tanforan Assembly Center I applied  to  lea v e  and go to  school 
soon a f te r  we arrived  there but the WCCA denied me leave because I  
was a K lb el. In the f a l l  o f  1942 I  was allowed to  lea v e  camp and go 
to  work in  Idaho where fo r  about two months I  did sugar beet topping  
and then went to  Topaz.

In Topaz my fa th er  put pressure on me th at we must do everyth ing  
to  prevent our being separated . He wanted me and my s i s t e r s  to  sta y  
w ith him. The camp had been d ivided  in to  fa c t io n s  over the r e g is ­
tr a t io n  and trouble had a r ise n  between them and a l l  so r ts  o f  rumors 
spread over the camp causing fea r  th at the government wanted to  d iv id e  
fa m ilie s  by g e t t in g  vo lu nteers for  the Army and o f  fo rc in g  c i t iz e n s  
to  r e lo c a te  w hile a l ie n s  would be detained fo r  d ep orta tion .

I  had re g is te r e d  fo r  the d ra ft a t  San F ran cisco , C a lifo rn ia , in  
October o f 1940, and was w il l in g  to  serve in  the 0 .S . Army. I  was 
given  the c la s s i f i c a t io n  o f  1-B. My mother had died and my fa th er  
who was about 63 a t  the evacuation  time was dependent on me. He 
became convinced when we were in  the Tanforan Assembly Center that he 
would be deported to  Japan because he was an I s s e l  and he was genu­
in e ly  frigh tened  a l l  along that he would be separated from me and 
my s i s t e r s  u n less a l l  o f us were rep a tr ia ted  w ith  him. At the time 
we had to  answer the Army-WRA Q uestionnaire a t the Topaz R elocation  
Center fa th er  was very adamant that I  must answer No to  q uestions 27 
and 2.8 or e l s e  i t  would r e s u lt  in  my being permanently separated from 
him. A ll so r ts  o f  rumors o f  fam ily  separation  spread around camp a t  
th at tim e, the I s s e l  saying th a t they were to  be deported and th a t  
K lbel would most l ik e ly  be deported ev en tu a lly  too and that to  pre­
vent fa m ilie s  from being permanently separated i t  was necessary fo r  
c i t iz e n  ch ild ren  to  answer No to  those q u estio n s. Even though I had 
r e g is ter ed  fo r  the d ra ft and hadn't been c a lle d  but had been evacu­
ated  I  d id n 't  r e a lly  want to  answer No to  those questions hoping that  
somehow the Government wouldn't separate me from my fa th e r . 1 had 
been denied the request to leave  Tanforan Assembly Center and leave  
and go f in is h  my sch oo lin g  because o f my being a K lbel and from that  
time on I  thought that maybe I would be deported ev en tu a lly  even  
though I  d id n 't  wish to  be sen t to  Japan. At the time o f the ques­
tio n n a ire  a t  Topaz my fa th er  was fr igh ten ed  th at i f  1 d id n 't answer 
No to  those q uestion s I would be forced to  re lo c a te  by m yself to  face  
d iscr im in ation  in  a new area where Caucasians would make l i f e  im­
p o ss ib le  fo r  me because I  was a K lbel and co u ld n 't speak but only a 
l i t t l e  E nglish  and th a t i t  would mean permanent separation  from him.
He sa id  I  had to  sta y  in  camp w ith  him and th a t i f  he was rep atr ia ted  
I had to  go w ith him. A lso he sa id  th at the way the people in  camp 
were d ivided  over what to  do there was danger th a t I would be attacked  
i f  I  d id n 't  answer No to  those q u estio n s. A Mr. Kakayama and others  
made speeches that the q uestions were u n fa ir  and th at we should answer 
No to  q uestion s 27 and 28 or e ls e  we'd be re lo ca ted  in  new S ta te s  and 
face p ub lic  h o s t i l i t y  and be separated permanently from I s s e l  parents
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who would be sen t to  Japan on the exchange sh ip . Also there was 
v io len ce  going on In Topaz a t  the time Mr. Chlura Ohata who was an 
a r t i s t  and Rev, Kawamoto were ad v isin g  people to  answer Yes to  the 
q u estion s and some gangs attacked  them and fa th er  and many o f h is  
fr ien d s  sa id  i t  was too dangerous fo r  ch ild ren  to  answer Yes to  
those questions and r is k  being attacked and too dangerous to  do so  
because i t  was sure to  r e s u lt  in  separation  o f  ch ild ren  from a lie n  
p aren ts. Father was dead opposed to  my lea v in g  the camp and try in g  
fo r  r e lo c a t io n  because o f  h is  fea r  th a t i t  would mean permanent 
separation  from him and that he wouldn't see me and my s i s t e r s  
again  because he would be sen t to  Japan. I was a fra id  that I f  I  
re lo ca ted  from Topaz th a t 1 wouldn't be ab le to  hold on to  a job  
because o f  my la ck  o f  understanding o f the E nglish  language and be* 
cause Caucasians would d iscr im in ate  a g a in st me. I hadn't received  
much sch oo lin g  in  E n glish , only from the 7th  to  9th grades in  the 
Peter Burnett Junior High School in  San Jo se , which was the only  
schooling  I had in  the U.S. so I  knew th at i f  I  re lo ca ted  I  would 
have a d i f f i c u l t  time making a l iv in g  and that i f  I  l e f t  camp i t  
would mean permanent separation  from my fa th er . As my fa th er  was 
opposed to  my lea v in g  camp and as he was dependent on me he sa id  1 
had to  answer No to  the q u estio n s. He and many o f h is  fr ien d s sa id  
that i f  I  answered Yes to  e ith e r  o f those q uestions and s t i l l  was 
sen t to  Japan w ith  my fa th er  th at the Japanese government would be 
supplied  w ith a record o f  my answers and would tr e a t  me as an enemy 
o f Japan and would punish me by p u ttin g  me in  a j a i l  or a concen­
tr a t io n  camp and then I 'd  be separated from him anyway and wouldn't 
be ab le to  support him. With a l l  those rumors going around camp 
and the pressure my fa th er  put on me I  had to  answer No to  those  
questions to  avoid fam ily  sep aration .

When I was in terview ed by the agent o f the FBI in  Topaz on March 20, 
1943, I  was torn  by emotion and fea r  o f  being separated from my 
fa th er  and o f what would happen to  him I f  we were separated and what 
would happen to  me i f  I had to  face being re lo ca ted  from camp to  
face d iscr im in ation  in  a new community a l l  by m yself and o f  what 
would happen to  me i f  I  was sen t to  Japan w ith  my fa th er  and o f  
what would happen to  him i f  I  was placed In j a i l  or a concentration  
camp th e r e . There w asn't any in terp re ter  there and I had d i f f i c u l t y  
in  understanding the a g en t's  q uestion s because I  d id n 't know much 
E n glish . As I remember i t  he asked me questions and I  gave Yes 
answers X think to  every question  he asked me. My fa th er  had to ld  
me I must make sure th a t the answers I  was to  g iv e  to  the q uestions  
must be th at I was d is lo y a l to  the U.S. or e l s e  i t  would mean th a t  
I would be fa c in g  r e lo c a t io n  a i l  by m yself and th at i t  would mean 
permanent separation  from him because he would be kept in  camp to  
re p a tr ia tio n  time and then I 'd  never see him aga in . The agent 
d id n 't  speak Japanese and I d id n 't  understand or speak much E nglish  
a s  I had only a l i t t l e  in s tr u c t io n  in  E n glish . He sa id  I m ustn't g iv e  
ary answers that would g e t me in  trouble In Japan i f  the Government 
sen t us both to  Japan sometime. I don't remember ju s t  what the 
q uestions were th at the agent asked me but i f  he asked me i f  X was 
lo y a l to  Japan, th a t I  wanted to  return  to  Japan and would en ter  
the Japanese army and would f ig h t  a g a in st t h is  country, and th at I  
would commit sabotage a g a in st t h is  country i f  ordered to  do so by 
the Japanese emperor and s im ila r  q uestions I must have answered Yes 
to  a l l  o f them. I w asn't d is lo y a l to  the United S ta te s  and d id n 't  
have any fe e l in g  o f  lo y a lty  to  Japan. A ll I wanted to  do was to  make 
sure I wouldn't be separated from my fa th er  and w asn't sen t out to  
re lo ca te  by m yself and In case 1 was going to  be sen t to  Japan I  
d id n 't  want to  be punished there fo r  making statem ents th at would
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r e s u lt  In my being put in  a j a i l  or a con centration  camp. I f  i t  
hadn't been fo r  my fea rs  th at I  had to  answer Yes to  such questions  
to  avoid being re lo ca ted  a l l  alone and separated from my e ld e r ly  
fa th er  who needed me to  look a f te r  him I wouldn't have answered 
Yes to  those q u estio n s.

I f  i t  hadn't been fo r  my f a t h e r p r e s s u r e  and my fea r  o f  being  
separated from him and o f being sen t out to  r e lo c a te  a l l  alone I  
would have been w il l in g .  I had re g is ter ed  fo r  the d ra ft in  Oct,
1940, and had been w il l in g  to  serve I f  c a lle d  in to  se rv ice  by my 
d ra ft board. I  d id n 't  want to  vo lu nteer fo r  the Army w hile I was 
held  in  camp as i f  1 was an a l ie n  and I d id n 't  want to  be permanently 
separated from my fa th er  who was old  and in firm  and needed me to  
look  a f te r  him. When the camp a u th o r it ie s  to ld  us we could vo lu nteer  
to  lea v e  camp and work on farms to  help out the n a tio n a l defense  
e f f o r t  I  volunteered  and went out to  C lif to n , Idaho, and I thought 
th a t would prove I  was lo y a l to  the U.S. but s t i l l ,  because I  was 
a K lbel my a p p lica tio n  to  leave  Tanforan Assembly Center to  attend  
school to  learn  E nglish  had been refu sed , I kept in  touch w ith  my 
d ra ft board and f in a l ly  was r e c la s s i f ie d  4~A and a f te r  my r e le a se  I  
reported to  my lo c a l d ra ft board in  San Francisco but was not c a lle d  
because o f  changes in  the d ra ft age l im it .

I do not remember hearing th a t I 'd  be sent to  another camp. But I  
do remember th a t i f  I d id n 't g iv e  the answer No to  q uestions 27 
and 28 th a t 1 would be sen t out to  re lo ca te  to  a new area where I  
wouldn't be ab le to  make a l iv in g  because o f  my poor understanding  
o f the E nglish  language and the p ub lic  anti*Japanese sentim ent 
a g a in st us and I  was a fra id  o f  being permanently separated from my 
fa th er  who was o ld  and who co n sta n tly  to ld  me I must do everyth ing  
p o ss ib le  to  avoid being separated from him as I  had to  look out for  
him In h is  old  age*

I avoided becoming a member as long as I  could because I  did not 
agree w ith  th e ir  id eas and a c t i v i t i e s .  But one day Mr. Dol who was 
an I s s e l  lead er  o f the Hoshl Ban in  our block 45 in  the same barracks 
came and to ld  me th at I should become a member as I was to  be r e -  
p a tr la ted  to  Japan and the Ban was to  g iv e  in s tr u c t io n  to  members 
about Japanese cu ltu re  to  prepare us fo r  l iv in g  in  Japan. I to ld  
him I  w asn't in te r e s te d  in  the Ban. But he sa id  th a t nearly  everyone 
in  the block was a member and th a t i f  I  d id n 't  become one I  would 
be regarded and trea ted  as an inu (inform er and dog) and th at I  was 
sure to  g et beat up and that I f  I  was sent to  Japan w ith  my fa th er  my 
name would be reported to  the Japanese p o lic e  and m il i ta r y  a u th o r i­
t i e s  and would be in  ser io u s troub le and my fa th er  would be ques-  
tloned  about me and th a t I  probably would be put in  j a i l  or a con­
cen tra tio n  camp. He sa id  the only way I  could l iv e  s a fe ly  In the 
block was by agreeing to  become a member and that i f  I  knew what was 
good fo r  me I wouldn't run the r isk  o f  being beaten as an in u . Then 
my fa th er  to ld  me th at as n early  everyone was a member th at I b e tte r

7(B ):

7 ( C )

8(B)
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8(B) continued t
agree to  become a member fo r  my own s a fe ty , that I  b e tte r  not be 
stubborn about jo in in g  or e l s e  P d  be c a lle d  an lnu and be 
attacked by one o f  the gangs and that I ’d be reported by the Dan 
lead ers to  the Japanese a u th o r it ie s  i f  I d id n ’t  and th a t would 
make trouble fo r  him In Japan and th at I ’d be in  ser io u s trouble  
with the Thought Control P o lice  and m ilita ry  a u th o r it ie s  in  Japan. 
Other persons in  the block repeated th ese same warnings and because o f  
repeated urgings from my fa th er  th at I  must jo in  fo r  my own sa fe ty  I  
to ld  him th a t I  would so when Mr. Dot approached him again  and 
again  he to ld  him th a t I  agreed to  become a member. That i s  how I  
came to  be a member. I t  was not o f  my own choosing but because o f  
the pressure put on me by my fa th er  and by Mr. Doi and others in  the 
block .

3(C) s

I  never once took part in  any o f the Dan1a a c t i v i t i e s .  I d id n ’t  
p a r tic ip a te  in  th e ir  ea r ly  morning c a le sth en ic  e x e r c ise s  or attend  
any o f  th e ir  m eetings, I never wore a sw eater or the in s ig n ia  o f  
the Dan and I  never had my h a ir  cut short l ik e  they did and I  never 
took part in  any o f th e ir  dem onstrations. The WRA gave me a c e r t i f i ­
ca te  to  teach  in  the Kokumln Gakko (School) in  Block § and I worked 
there from 8 A.M, to  5 P.M. teach ing arith m etic  in  Japanese to  
ch ild ren .

9(A) f
The pressure was put on me co n sta n tly  to  do i t  by my fa th er  who did  
not want me to  be separated from him. Mr. Do! ( I s s e i ) ,  Mr. Kadowaki 
(K ibei) and p r a c t ic a lly  a l l  the Dan people in  our block by th e ir  ta lk ,  
propaganda and th rea ts  compelled me to  b e lie v e  I ’d be separated from 
my fa th er  and be forced  to  r e lo c a te  alone w ithout money, home or a job 
and would never see my fa th er  again  and I ’d be d iscrim inated  a g a in st  
and maybe harmed by Caucasians who were h o s t i le  to  persons o f  Japanese 
a n cestry . Being c a lle d  an lnu by many members and not a c tu a lly  having 
anything to  do w ith the Dan and not jo in in g  in  th e ir  a c t i v i t i e s ,  not 
having my h a ir  cut sh o rt, I  was viewed w ith  su sp ic io n  and hated by 
co-workers and the block r e s id e n ts . I  was a fra id  o f being p h y s ic a lly  
harmed i f  I  d id n 't  renounce.

I  do not remember the exact tim e, but when most people seemed to  have 
applied  I was again  compelled to  fo llo w  th e ir  s u it  as In the case  
o f g iv in g  my name to  the organ iza tion . I  was ab le to  hold on to  my 
own d ec is io n  not to  renounce my c it iz e n s h ip  for  a w h ile , but soon so  
many people around me s ta r ted  to  ask me the q u estio n , " I’ve applied  
for  ren u n cia tion , what about you?”, and I could no longer hold on 
to  my own d e c is io n . I t  seemed to  me th a t the only way I  could keep 
my c it iz e n s h ip  was e ith e r  to  keep on pretending th a t I had done so or 
to  t e l l  the tru th  and take the r is k  o f  being suspected as "lnu” and 
being attacked and beaten by pressure groups• I t  was extrem ely  
torm enting to  me w hile I  held on to  my own d e c is io n  not to  renounce 
my c it iz e n s h ip , and co n sta n tly  harassed by what-about-you? question  
I  f in a l ly  went alm ost mad and decided to  apply fo r  renunciation  and 
g et i t  over w ith fo r  once and a l l ,  Mr. Inouye and Mr. Kawasaki who 
a ls o  were teachers in  the Kokumln Qakko a lso  to ld  me th at I b e tter  
renounce my c it iz e n s h ip  or e l s e  I ’d be beaten by gangs and then the  
WRA would see th at I  was sen t out o f  camp alone to  face  d iscr im in ation
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9(A) continued:
and p ersecu tion  in  a new area by an ti-Japanese Caucasians and that  
i f  I  was separated from my fa th er  I 'd  never see him again  and th a t  
i f  I  knew what was good fo r  my own ‘a n d to  avoid separation
from my fa th er  and trouble in  Japan I  b e tte r  do i t .  They sa id  
Japanese m ilita ry  and p o lic e  a u th o r it ie s  would m istrea t me and a lso  
our fam ily  i f  I  arrived  In Japan as an American c i t iz e n .  They sa id  
the Ban would tr e a t  me as an lnu and informer in  camp and I d g et  
beaten by some gang members. I  had to  make up my ralnd. to  renounce 
because o f a l l  the pressure put on me. My fa th er  co n sta n tly  sa id  
I  must do i t  to  make sure o f my s a fe ty  and so th a t we wouldn t  be 
separated . I held  o f f  long as I  could but as so many people came 
and asked me i f  I  had signed fo r  the forms I got more a fra id  every  
day th a t I 'd  be harmed i f  I  d id n 't  and th a t I 'd  be separated from 
my fa th er .

9(B)s
I answered the o f f ic e r  who questioned me as b est as I  »oould. He 
spoke E nglish  and I d id n 't  have a good knowledge o f and
there w asn't anyone to  in terp re t fo r  me. I  b e lie v e  he askedm e i f  
I  wanted to  go to  Japan to  l iv e  and I answered Yes and he asked i f  
I was lo y a l to  Japan and I sa id  Yes. I want to  answer Yes
to  Questions l ik e  that but I was scared that I f  I didn t  th a t my 
renu n ciation  would be re jec ted  and then i t  w ouldn't be long before  
the WRA made me re lo c a te  a l l  by m yself during the war w hile  
discrim inated  a g a in st us and I wouldn't b e a b l e  to  earn * * * * £ ? . ?  
l i v e  in  peace. I  was a fra id  my fa th er  would be kept In  camp u n t il  
he was sen t to  Japan and I 'd  not be ab le  to  take care o f  b i ^ a n d w e  
might be separated forever i f  I d id n 't renounce. Father wanted to  
make sure my s i s t e r s  and I  d id n 't  leave camp and that i f  he was 
rep atr ia ted  th at we must go w ith him. During th is  time the Dan 
lead ers were conducting b ig  dem onstrations and d r i l l in g  and blowing 
bugles and keeping everyone in  fea r  o f harm u n less they renounced.
Mr. D oi, Mr. Kadowaki, Mr, Kubo and Mr. Yabu who were lead ers wer® 
spreading around the word th at everyone had to  g iv e  d is lo y a l answers 
to  the hearing o f f ic e r s '  questions or e l s e  renunciations would be 
re jec ted  and those who were re jec ted  sooner or la t e r  would be forced  
out to  r e lo c a te  by the WRA and be separated from a lie n  parents who 
would be kept in  camp u n t il  r e p a tr ia tio n  tim e. A lso they spread 
word that i f  c i t iz e n s  wanted to  stay  w ith a l ie n  parents they bad to  
renounce and be c la ssed  as a l ie n s  so the J u s tic e  Department would 
keep them in  camp w ith a l ie n  p aren ts. Those lea d ers were in  camp 
a t the time o f  my hearing and they checked up on everyone to  see who 
renounced and who d id n 't  and they sa id  they would see  that  
inform ers got what was coming to  them. Worrying about th ese  th in gs  
each day and as the pressure they put on us I  got in to  such a P°?£ 
mental con d ition  w ith  fea r  that I was on the verge o f a nervous break 
down. I had asked one o f the persons in  the S o c ia l Welfare Depart­
ment i f  I could be sen t out o f  the Tule Lake Center to  another camp 
without anyone except my fa th er  and s i s t e r s  learn in g  i t  but wa
to ld  th at I cou ld n 't g e t tran sferred  to  another camp. So I  bad to  go 
through w ith  my hearing and renounce even though I didn t  want to  do 
i t .  Only by doing t h is  could I  g e t any r e l i e f  from ray fea rs  and
w o rr ies .

9 ( C ) *

I t  was during th is  period o f time that the Dan lead ers put the most 
pressure on everybody and the lead ers in  my bloc^ were very a c t iv e .
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As I had never attended any Dan m eetings or taken morning e x e r c ise s  
w ith them or had my hair cut short l ik e  the members did I  was c a lle d  
an inform er and an inu and been to ld  th a t I  had to  renounce i f  I 
knew what was good fo r  me* Mr* Doi sa id  that I f  I  didn*t I fd be
beaten by some o f the gangs and th at I*d be separated from my fa th er
and be sen t out to  r e lo c a te  without a chance to  earn a l iv in g  or 
l i v e  in  peace because o f pub lic h o s t i l i t y  to  Japanese and th at i f  I 
d id n ’t  want to  be separated from my fa th er  I had to  renounce and 
th a t I b e tte r  do i t  for  my own good or e l s e  I  *d be treated  in  Japan 
as an enemy o f Japan and wind up in  jail' or a con centration  camp.
My fa th er  in s is t e d  that I must renounce so th at I would be sure o f  
not being separated from him and so th a t I could sta y  in  camp w ith  
him and my s i s t e r s  and not have to  leave  the camp and s e t t l e  ou tsid e  
during the wartime and r isk  not being employed and r is k  being l e f t
behind when he was sen t to  Japan. Father s te a d ily  kept a t me to
renounce to  avoid fam ily  separation  and to  make sure o f my own sa fe ty  
in  camp and avoid trouble when we were sen t to  Japan. I b elieved  
that on ly  by renouncing could I l iv e  in  peace in  camp and no longer  
be c a lle d  an inu and informer and wouldn*t be in  any more danger from 
the Dan groups and that I  wouldn’t  be separated from the fam ily  and 
I  hoped th a t somehow the war would come to  an end and that maybe the 
Government then would l e t  a l l  o f  us go home and s ta r t  l i f e  over again . 
Mr. D oi, Mr. Kadowaki, Mr. Yabu and Mr. Kubo checked on me to  see  
i f  I was renouncing and everytim e any o f  them questioned me I grew 
more a fra id  to  refu se  as I feared for  my sa fe ty .

9(H) s

I  did not know what I  could do u n t il  we were g iven  le g a l advice by 
Mr. C o llin s  in  the camp. On September 17, 19*5* * wrote a l e t t e r  to  
Mr. Edward J . Ennis asking to  regain  my c it iz e n s h ip  and t e l l in g  
th a t I  was not in  a normal s ta te  o f mind a t the time I renounced and 
asked to  r e tr a c t  the statem ents I made a t my renunciation  hearing. 
U n til we received  Mr, Collins* advice I thought there was nothing I 
could do about c a n c e llin g  my renunciation  as I had heard th a t a 
number o f persons had w ritten  the J u stic e  Department asking to  cancel 
th e ir  renu n ciation s but th a t they had received  l e t t e r s  they couldn*t.
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(E) If you claim that your membership in any of the aforementioned organizations, your activities therein, or your acceptance of an office was 
due to misunderstanding of the purpose or nature of tbe. organization, explain fully:

Nr. Do! and h i t  fo llow er*  sa id  everybody in  the block should jo in  to  prepare 
fo r  l i f e  in  Japan and th a t I f  X d id n ’t  I ’d be trea ted  ae an lnu and an 
ln foraer*

(F) If you at any time wished to discontinue membership, activity, or office and were prevented from so doing, explain fully:

X never took part In any o f  th e ir  a f fa ir e  a t  a l l*  X d id n ’t  have enough 
courage to  go and openly s ta te  X wanted to  r e s ig n  because I  was a fra id  o f  the  
th rea ts  th a t I ’d be trea ted  as an lnu and inform er.

9. (A) When did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your United States citizenship? 
Give reasons for so doing:

See attached  sh ee t

(B) If reasons given in answer to preceding question differ from reasons given to officer who held renunciation hearing, give your explanation 
for difference:

See attached  sh ee t

(C) If you claim that your renunciation was caused by fear, you should explain fully why such fear extended from the time of the application for 
renunciation papers until the date of actual renunciation:

See attached  sh eet

(D) If the fear did not extend from the date of application to the date of approval by the Attorney General, you should state whether you made 
any effort to withdraw your application, and if not, explain fully:

(E) If, after approval, you requested the Attorney General to withdraw his approval of your renunciation or to cancel your renunciation, give the 
reasons for the delay in making such request:

See Attached sh eet
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(F) If there are any other facts which influenced your action in renouncing your United States citizenship, state fully below or on a separate sheet 
if necessary. w'jjf!

10. (A) If you now are in Japan, give your reasons for having returned to Japan.

(B) If you are in Japan, have you since you returned to Japan taken any action to resume or acquire Japanese citizenship?.
Answer Yes or N o

If you have, state nature of action taken and reasons therefor.

11. (A) If you have served or are serving in the military or naval forces of the United States fill in the following:

I enlisted (or was drafted) on.........................................................in the........ ,...................................................; my Serial number is............................. ;
State the date State the Branch of Service

I still am in such service................................................ ; I was released from active duty on........................................................... and received my Discharge
Answer Yes or N o

on............................................................. .......

(B) If at any time while in a war relocation center or since then you volunteered for military or naval service but your offer of service was rejected 
state the time when and the place where you volunteered.

(C) State why your offer of such service was rejected, if the reason was made known to you.

(D) If you were rejected for military or naval service by your Local Draft Board since your release from a war relocation center state the reason
for the rejection if known to you. I  reported to  my Local D raft Board on being re lea sed  from 
d eten tio n  and mas not c a lle d  afterward because X aaa over the age lim it«

12. If any member of your family has served or is serving in the military or naval forces of the United States state the relationship of such person 
to you, the name of such person, the branch of service and serial number of such person:

Relationship Nam e

Branch of Service Serial N um ber

/& / Tats unni Yamamoto
(Signature in full of applicant)

Subscribed and sworn to before me this... _______ day of............ _______________ _, 19___?.

(NOTARY SEAL)
/ b/  C.L. White, Notary Public for  

County o f  San Mateo, S ta te  o f  
C aliforn ia
My Commission Expires Oct. 6 , 1963

This affidavit may be executed before any person authorized to administer oaths.



CONFIDENTIAL Committee No. %%7C-

{For Use Only of My Attorney) Atty. N o .

Name (type or print) V/4M A  M D  ~7~C> . ~7~/\ U A ^ l/_______•
Block No. — A____________________
Sex: Male ) (  Female
Age: years Date of Birth: Month '.A prì! Day: JZ j Year:
Place of Birth: (City) A & oj&j.( County ). S w ^ ^ W , «State) 
Permanent Residence address at time of evacuation: ¿ S ' I V / E M O T

-S- T, 5  AN FRANCISCO. YVlL  /  V .________________
Occupation at time of evacuation:. Ô/JROENEE_______________
Have you ’’dual citizenship”?.. V B S

Did you ever have "dual citizenship”?.
If you have or haye had dualT^citizenship, who registered you as 
a dual citizen:. N / J R E A / T  When: / ? 7  B I R T H .

Where - . V l & M E W . S / 4 N T A  E L  A / ? / I E O U N T Y  . T y I E / F .

Did you ever^ake any to cancel dual citizenship? AfO
When: ____________  Where:
What steps were taken to cancel it?

On what date did you sign a [form renouncing your U, S. citizenship: 
Month■■̂ dP.PVTX -JA N - pfey:___________ Year: / ¿ r s L - E

Were you under 21 yeBrsof aye at the time you signed that 
renunciation form?. N O .___________________________________

Was there a hearing officer present when you signed?^ Y e s . 
What was his name? QJ2MOT K N O I A / .______

Bid you have a hearing on the matter at that time? Y E S .

Did anyone represent you at that appearance or hearing? A JO. 

If so, who?___ _______________________________________________
Did you attend that hearing alone? YPéS. If not, who went with

you
Have you received a letter approving your renunciation?. y e s .

»  you .».t .... uoou It M ^ C H  ■ » . . I f « r

On what date did you receive the letter of approval îAEBJJLm 

Who signed that letter of ant>roval?/^SftgtSf T J S S / S T4HT

s Z r X o R h l E Y (Atta ch the letter of approval and the envelope.)
Did you write a letter revoking your renunciation before vou received 

a letter approving your renunciation? y e s .____________



If you did, what <^te did you send that letter in the U. S. 

mail? 1 -
Have you a copy ofrTKat letter^ yiss,
(If you have, annex it to this form)

Since receiving a letter from the Attorney General s office approv 
ing your renunciation, have you sent a letter to that office or
to the Attorney General revoking your renunciation? ----------

What date did you send that letter revoking your renunciation of 
U. S. W I L L  S E N D  P P R M  L E X T F R

(If you have a copy of that letter revoking your renunciation,

annex it to this form.)
Have you served in our military f o r c e s ----

If so, what date did you enroll? .... 
discharged or released from military service 
What type of discharge did you receive?

What was vour last draft classification?/^?^
Did you refuse to be drafted?.hUH-

When were you

Are you or have you ever been a member of the Hoshi Dan, the Hokoku 
Dan, Seinen Dan or similar organizations while in camp, either 
becoming such by intimidation, coercion, oi/otherwise? —

Are vour parents D. S. citizens? A iCL

What are their names;, ia/ a t a  gg YAMAMOTO /  ( FATHERX 
Have they been released from detention"^ , V  

Have they been relocated?. Ye s
What members of your family, if any, are serving or have served in 

the military forces of the H. S.?^ , N O N E — --------------------

Have you registered as an "alien" under the ^lion Registration Act
of 1940?. YES-_____ Wheni. p r r .  f --------------*—

77/^ p  /  AkEL C E N T E R  Who was p r e s e t  with you at that .
time, i f a n y o n r e p r e s e n t e d  by

anyone at that time? „ N.CL------- — -- — ---------- ----
Was any hearing given to you at that time?—N O  -  ■■■-»—  ---  ■

Who registered vou, if you know?.N £ T ,  K -------------- -—
Did you protest registering as an alien?. -- ---- — ---------— ---

Did you write your protest on the form?. /N/,^L--------------------—
, Did you file a letter of protest with the registering officer?

fs l f l , (If so, annex a copy of the letter to this form.)



y

/

to be sent to Japan? H P , . If vou did, when?,
Where : Before whom did vou appear to
sign that repatriation form?______ .. ________________

Did anyone represent you at that time or were you alone_____________
_______________________________  Were vou given a hearing by anyone
on the question of signing the repatriation form?_________________
If so, by whom?________________________________ _____________________

Did you protest signing that Bepatriation form?___________________ __
Did you write the protest on the form?______________________ 1______
Did you file a letter of protest with the registering officer at
the time you signed it?______________________________________________
What was the name of the officer present when you signed, if you 
know? __

When, if ever, did you film. out & repatriation form for W. B. A.
Social Welfare?, M Æ & é L , _____________________________

When did you send a letteAcancellina/that deques & 5 S P T ,  /

Do you own anv agricultural home, or commercial property in

The following ; r anv remarks vou care to write:
C F /9 t H £ = K )

M R S . E u r i K o  ¿ a u E d T A  f ^ i S T E R )

TO PH l LAQLL PH NT , P /2 ____________________________
( 9 / S T £ v e j  ^

MA5/9 NO YAM/) MO TO JâÆ  PPLûC/9Tig/> TO______
Ne w  y o r e  CfTY, A/. Y.

Pat ___

the TJ. S .?_ A { D  If so, where?,

¿£âLL \T o T Æ ÂLE

Tg .Z2JZTU- YNM/ lH O TlZ

V T /N t—  A _________________
(Name)
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PERSONAL QUESTIONNAIRE

Please read this questionnaire carefully and then print, type or write your answpjçsÇÎegibly 
to the following questions.

a. State your full nam e.___

b. M a l e F e m a l e ?  _____  Maiden Name? _

c. Birth place? — .......Birth date?

d. Present address:

PRELIMINARY QUESTIONS

1. Where did you live before evacuation? ...._____________________________ é&

2. What was your occupation before evacuation?

3. Who, if anyone, was wholly or partially dependent upon you for support at the time you 
were evacuated ? ............__

4. Where did your father and mother reside at the time of evacuation?......................... ............

Were they aliens?_____ _______________________ ___ J ; _______________________
What were their ages at the time me evacuation? — _______
Were your parents both evacuated also % Was either of them in ill health while in
a WRA C e n t e r W a s  either of th^m hospitalized while in a WRA Center?
If so, when and iifwhat Center? ¿4s * - * ^..........................

Were you or any other members of your family in ill health while in a WRA Center ? ~
If so, state who was, and, if hospitalized, state when, for what period of time, and in what 
Center? ____________________

5. When and where were you married ? .................................................
What is the name of your spouse?.............. .
Is your spouse (wife or husband) a U. S. citizeiffa renunciant or an alien?
------------------------------------ ____________________________________________________________

6. What ar^ the names, birthdates andjajrthplaees of your children?

7. What members of your family were evacuated with you? ...^  
------------------------------------------- 7  ^

8. State what members of your family (spouse, mother, father, brothers, sisters or children), 
were in Japan during the war? —



9. Who

10.

were U. S. citizens?

Japanese armed forces?

11. State what members, if any, of your spoused family (your father-in-law, mother-in-law, 
sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law, or step-children) were in Japan during the war and whether 
they are TJ. S. citizens or Japanese aliens?__________________________ ...____________ __

13. State whether your husband, father or any other member of your family was interned as 
an alien enemy after the outbreak of war in an Alien Enemy Internment Camp, for 
removal to Japan, and, if so, in what camp? __________________ ___H... ............................

When and where were you reunited with such member of your fam ily?____ ___________

Re: LEAVES

14. Did you apply for “ short term” , “ seasonal work” , “ indefinite leave”, “ students leave” 
or “ relocation” while you were in a WRA Center? .
When did you make that application / b  j?  4 ̂
In what camp were you at that time? — .j* . C Ak.

By whom?.... __Were you denied leave?
________________

What reasons Were given to you for denying your application?

15. Did you go out for seasonal work or on any-Jeaye clearance _When and where did
you go and for what period,of tim e?.
________________ * ? /*  ¿ a
What type of work did you d o ? .......

Did you experience any discrimination or persecution while on leave? < ^ £ ¿ 7  If so, state 
the experience. ________________________________________________________________

To what Center did you return?
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16. State the names of any members of your family or any of yonr friends who went out on
leave or relocation and experienced discrimination ox persecution__ ___________________
-----------------------------

What happened to them!

When and where did the occurrences take place?

From whom or what sources did you hear or learn those things ?

Did you know or learn of any other persons on leave having been subjected to discrimina­
tion or persecution?...........What were their names?..................... ................................ ............

What happened to them?

When and where did the occurrences take place?

Re: APPLICATIONS FOR REPATRIATION 

17. To what Assembly Center were you evacuated?.....

18. To what WRA Center wej;e you next transferred?

— ..

19. In what Block did you live there ?....
With whqm^id you share quarters j;here ?

20. In what Camp when you applied for repatriation to Japan?

uestionnaire in21. Did you make that application before ex after you answered the Ar: 
February or March, 1943? ...____
When did you make that application? / Cfs'" r ■
Did you personally make that application not, who

Did any of the following persons also make applications
Your husbandj^m ...... wife? ..... ...... father? ...... i^ m o th e r '
sisters? father-in-law?...........mother-in-law? I......... brothers-
in-law? .......... WFen and in what Center were they]
- ■............... |
Did they then fear that the'government intended
that it intended to deport all Kihei to J a p a n ^ ^ k y )  fled to deport all itfkei to
Japan? ............
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22. Did you make more than one application f or repatriation 
where did you do s o !___

l>yif so, when and

23. What members of your family pressured you into applying for repatriation to Japan'

What did they/Say to you to get you to apply for repatriation? _ 

j  r

24. Did anyone else, not a member of your family, pressure you into applying for repatriation 
to J a p a J t f ^ m e  the persons who did and state whether they were Issei, Kibei, or

If those persons were leaders or members of any organization state the ̂ ame of the organ­
ization. ____ _________ ______________________________ ________ _______________

What di$ thosepprsons telL you to^get you to apply for repatriation?

25. What did you then believa^would happen to yau if you did not make an application for
repatriation to Japan?

"  J  / } / ¿ ¿ ¡ M A .

lication to]
, . /*LU -€T

Were yuu fearful that if you did not apply for repatriation you would be separated from
your husband? _____  wife? children? _____  mother? _____  father? L ^
brothers ? _____ sisters ? ...k^_. or other persons ? __________________________________
Were those persons in the same Center with you at the time you applied for repatriation? 
^ ^ I f  any of them were not, state who was not and where they were at the time.

26. Did you believe that if you didn’t apply for repatriation to Japan that sooner or later you
would be forced to relocate in the U. S . ? i n  an area hostile to Japanes^^k^.....; 
that you might be drafted into the armed -forces ; that you would be separated from
alien members of your family you believed would oe deported to Japan

27. Did you make application for repatriation because you believed the Government had no use
for you and intended to deport you to Japan because you were a Kibei or that it
intended to deport you to Japan because your parents were th e re jk ^ ^ « ^ ;o r because your 
parents were aliens here and that it intended to deport them on an exchange ship to Japan 
simply because they were a liens£< ^^ |£ f and that they wanted you to be with them and 
not be separated from them?.

Re: QUESTIONS 27 AND 28

28. In what WRA Center were you at the time you answered the Army Questionnaire contain­
ing Questions Nos. 27 and 28?....

Was the Questionnaire you answered the Apaw Questionnaire or the WRA Application 
for Leave Clearance, if you remember?.. .
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29.

30.

Did you give a negative answer to Question No. 27? to Question No. 2$^
Did you refuse to answer Question No. 27?.....—— ; Question No. 28?

Did any members of your family pressure you or threaten you into giving a “ No” answer 
to Questions Nos. 27 and 28 or into refusing Jo ansyer those questions Who were
the family members who did th is?----

No” to those, questions or to refuse to

31.

32.

33.

What did they say to you to get you to answer “ 
answer those questions? —¿CAJL~ĉ:

Did you give a “ l^ ^ a n ^ ^ i io 'th o s e  questionsqr refuse to answer them because your 
father ? _____ mother ? brothers ? — sisters ? _____ or other family members ?

^¿^S&ZVere in Japan at the time and you feared they might get in trouble with the Japa­
nese government if you were willing to serve in the U. S. A rm y j^ ^ S i^ o r  were willing to 
swear allegiance to the U. S . D i d  you give “ No” answers to those questions or
refuse to answer them because your father?^^S¿¿g.. mother?_______ brothers? „_______
sisters \ or other family members?___ .were in the U. S. but you believed they were
to be deported to Japan and that they would get in trouble with the Japanese Government 
when they arrived there if you had answered “ Yes” to those questions? r*^fc^D id  you give 
a “ No” answer to those questions because you believed that eventually you would be 
deported to Japan and you feared that if you gave a “ Yes” answer to those questions you 
would get in trouble with the Japanese Government when you arrived in Japan ?

Did any other persons pressure or threaten you into giving “ No” answers to those
questions or into refusing to answer those questions?--------What are the names of those
persons and state whether they were Issei, Kibei, or Nisei and the Blocks in which they 
lived and the organization, if any, of which they were membejs ? ...«¿J&riSfcsS

tljik.
lia t did those persons say ¿0 you to get you to give “ No” answers to those questions or 

to refuse io answer those questions?
........

-------- - ' ■ - r  0
What did you fear would happen toyyou if vomdidn’t give “ No” answers to those questions 
or you didn’t refuse to answer them
------------------------------ -— --------------------
What did you fear would happen to other members of your family if you didn’t give “ No” 
answers to thosejjupstions or ^ou did not refuse to answer them

34.

35.

36.

Did you refuse to answer those questions because you already had applied for repatriation 
to Japan and you understood that if you already had applied for repatriation you did not
have to answer those questions?

Did you give “ No” answers tc f those questions or refuse to answer them because you 
resented being evacuated, confined to a WRA Center and treated like an alien?

Did you give “ No” answers to those questions or refuse to answer them because you 
already had applied for repatriation and believed that if you gave “ Yes” answers your 
application for repatriation would be cancelled and you might be drafted into the armed
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forces? or be forcibly relocated in the U. S. while the war still was going on?
you fear that if you were to be drafted you would be discriminated against and 

b/persecuted in the armed forces Did you fear that if you were drafted ?
relocated? ^ ^ fc ^ y o u  would be peraianently separated from members of your family who 
were to be repatriated, to Japan from what family members did you fear to be
separated ?

37. Did anyone else, not a member of your family, pressure or threaten you into giving “ No”
answers to those questions?_____  What were their names and state whether they were
Issei, Kibei or Nisei and the names of the organizations to which they belonged?------------
_____*_______________ ..................................................................................................... -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

38.

39.

Did you fear that if you gave “ Yes” answers to those questions that you would have to 
stay in camp and be separated from your parents or other family members who were to be 
deported to Japan because they were aliens or because they had asked to be sent to Japan 
and you did not want to be separated from what parent or family
members did you fear separation?

Did you fear that if you gave “ Yes” answers to those questions you eventually would 
have to relocate in this country during the war and would be in danger from hostile
Caucasians? ________ __________________________________________________________
Who told you that this imght happen to you? __----------------------------------------------------

40.

41.

42.

43.

Did you fear that if you gave “ Yes” answers to those questions that it would mean you 
might be drafted into military service where you would be discriminated against or be 
persecuted by fellow soldiers or that you might be used as cannon fodder just because you 
had Japanese a n c e s t r y W h o  told you that this might happen to you?

Did you fear that if you gave “ Yes” answers to those questions that you might be attacked 
and harmed by groups of Issei, Kibei or Nisei in camp?<̂ ^ ^ _ N a rjie  the group and its 
leaders or members from whom you feared this danger? .

Did you give “ No” answers to those questions as a protest against the mistreatment of 
evacuation and confinement to a camp %

Were you, or any member of your family, or any friend or anyone else attacked by 
members oi^fcftei^essut^ groups in that C enter-f or~showing lqyalty to the U. S.

jure groups \ for giving^Y es” answers to Questions
so, state “me names of the persons who were attacked.

Did you then believe that if you gave a “ No” answer to those questions that you would 
be allowed to stay in the Center for the duration of the war and in this way you and your
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family would be free from danger of persecution by Caucasian 
this?

Who told you

44. ■ . ?
Did you give “ No”  answers to Questions Nos. 27 and 28 oÿ refuse to answer those ques­
tions because you had been informed by the WRA or understood that because you already 
had applied for repatriation to Japan that you did not have to answer those questions?
y & m __________ ,_______

45. Did you ever give a “ Yes” answer to Question No. 27T^2£ j2 ; to Question No. 28'T^S^..;
Did you change your answer to Question No. 27 or 28 to “ No” at any time? ^  ^
Did you change your answer to Questions Nos. 27 and 28 to “ No” or refuse to give “ Yes” 
answers to those questions by July 31, 1943, because you knew that “ No” answers or a 
refusal to answer those questions would mean that you would be sent to Tule Lake or be 
segregated there with alien members of your family^frPm who! 
separated?

46. When and where did you first register foj

did not want to be

draft1

What classification did you first receive! ____ ____________ ^bid you ever receive a 4-C
(alien enemy) classification^*^#.. Whim*did you receive^hM 4rC classification?

In what Center were you when you received it? ........................
Did you receive that 4-C classification before you answered the Army Questionnaire in 
February or March of 1943 while you were in a WRA Center or did you receive it 
afterwardf ___________________ :___________________________

47. While you were in any WRA Center did you sign a petition addressed to the Attorney 
General, the President, the Army, the WRA or other governmental agency or agent stating 
in substance that if you were freed and returned to your home you would fight for the U. S. 
and give your life if necessary for this country^*^*-#!. In what Center were you at the 
time ? ___..__________________ _________________

Did you sign such a petition before you answered the Army Questionnaire in February or
March, 1943 or afterward?--------Did you sign such a petition before you made a request
for repatriation to Japan or afterward? --------When were your parents first placed on
the free list or notified that they could be relocated? ____________________

Were any other members of your family placed on the WRA free list for relocation 
purposes and, if so, who were they and when were they placed on the free lis t? ...........

48. Would you have been willing to swear unqualified allegiance to the U. S. while you were 
in a WRA Center if the Government had allowed you to return to your home as a free 
c i t i z e n W o u l d  you have been willing to return to your home a l o n e l < ^ t ^  without 
the citizen members of your family likewise being freed from d e te n t io n T ^ ? ^  without the 
alien members of your family also being f r e g d ^ ^ ^ /W o u ld  you have been willing only if 
the Government would assure you that you would be relocated safe from harm from



Caucasians?__ ___; that the citizen members of your family would be relocated safe from
harm? _____ ; and that the alien members of your family would be relocated safely?
_____ Were the alien members of your family willing to return to their homes during the
war if the Government would allow them ?_____ Were they willing to be relocated else­
where in the U. S .?_____ _

49. Did you keep in touch with your Local Draft Board whjte you werfc in a WRA Center?
Did you report to youj^Draft Board after you/were released^ frtyn cam pt^^aar..

To what Draft Board? -----
What draft classification did you finally receive? . p ^
After your release from camp did you volunteer forWrvice in our ajjrfied forces^<^^S?.... 
Were you drafted into the armed f o r c e s W h e n
branch?___________________________ ; what period of time did you serve?___________ ;
where did you serve?________ ...____________________________________ ; what was your
Serial Number? _____________________ _ Have you received an Honorable Discharge from
such service?_____ ; what is the date of that Discharge? ----------------------------------------- -

Re: MEMBERSHIP IN ORGANIZATIONS

50. Were you at any time a member of the Hoshi D a n l< 4 ^ ^ ;  <Seinen D an?_____ ; or Joshi
D an?-------- ; at the Tule Lake Cent«*?^p^S^&Z'When did you become a member?________
How long were you a member?__^  ________
When did you stop being a member ? — ________
In what Block did you live at the time you^became a member? F*____
What was the name of your Block Manager?..... __ ........................ -_____ L __ ____ _______
With whom did you share living quarters at the Tule Lake Center?
-----------------------^

What organizations we

What w «e the names of Die leaders qf the organizations in your Block? 
_____ ______________________________________ -7

51. Was your fajtferj^^aE T or m other?.. .....^^aHnembe^ of any organizations?

Did they persuade you to beco 
you to become a member? .L*

me a*member?
y - - .

¿¿P? What/did they say to you to persuade

----- .......................................

___________ ....._________________________________

What other members of your m m ly werejnembers of the Hoshi D an?.........................

Joshi D an?_______
Seinen D an?_____________ __
Why did they become members ?

52. What are the names of the/persons other than members of your family who persuaded or 
threatened you into becoming a member aiid state whether such persons were Issei, Kibei 
or Nisei? - / p j  _______________ __________
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53.

54.

55.

What did they tell you to perspade you to become a member?
..-— it —

What did you.bejieve would happeh to you if you did not become a member?

What office, if any, did you hold in the organization? ______y.

What duties did you perform ?___________________________________________

How did you become an officer ? ___________________________________________ _

When did you become an officer?_________________________________________________
From whom did you receive notice that you were an officer?_________________________

What duties did you perform as an officer ?_________________________________________

As a member did you attend any morning calisthenic exerciseg^&^^l- Approximately how
often did you join in the calisthenics?____________________________________________
Did you attend any of the organization’s lec tu re^X ^ri^g^^proximately how many lectures 
did you attend?_________What was the nature of those lectures?______ ______________

Did you participate in any of their marching demonstrations If-so, how many?

Did you attend any other meetings of the organization?X ^^^^-W here and how often?

56. Did you tell anyone you wanted to drop membershjpT^?^£.:c 
persons you told you wanted to drop membership....... A ____a ^ r .

Did anybody warn you thatyou^offid not withdraw f/om membership Who gave
you such a warning? SA fJ  . JsLA v /

What did they tell you would happen if you dropped your membership or tried to drop 
membership ? __

Had you learned that anyone who tried to drop membership had been threatened or had 
been beaten up for trying to dropmember ship Who, if you know, was beaten for
trying to do i t ? ____ _____.______________________________________________________
What group did you hear was responsible for beating persons who tried to withdraw from 
membership ? _____ ____________________________________________________________

57. Were you in fear thAt 3teu would be attacked and beaten up by members if  voip tried to 
drop membershipi What groups did you fear might do this? -
---------------------  ... cL-jl-------- 1----------------------
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58.

59.

Were you told that if you tried to drop membership the organization would report this 
matter to the Japanese Government and that when you were deported to Japan you would 
get in trouble with the Japanese Government? Who told you th is?______________

Did you fear that if you dropped membership you would get in trouble with the Japanese 
Government when you were deported to Japan ? /

Were you told that if you tried to drop membership the organization leaders would report 
this matter to the Japanese Government and that your alien parents would get in trouble 
with the Japanese Government when they were sent to Japan for not being able to control 
your a c t i o n s W h o  told you this?

Did you fear that if you dropped membership your parents who were to be sent to Japan 
would get in trouble there ?

60. Did you have your hair cut short or shave^J^^^?..... • Did you wear any insignia of the 
organization and, if so, what insignia? ___________________________________________

61. If you or any member of your family was placed in the “ Stockade” aft Tule Lakp Center 
state who was, for what period of time and for what reason

62. What was the nature of your employment and wheredld^you work while you were in
Tule Lake?__ ....

______ ____________________________s  _______

What were your workihg4mtrsrf^^rrljC^/W ere you working while you were a member of 
any organisation at What wer^the names of some of your fellow workers?

63. Were you, or any member of your family, or any friend ay 
of the pressure groups at Tule Lakejk^£i££? Who was?
--------------^
W hen?______________ By whom?...!rrr^>¥^...i^^rr?r.



Re: REQUESTS FOR FORMS UPON WHICH 
TO RENOUNCE CITIZENSHIP

When did yon send a letter to the Attorney General orAhe Justice Department asking for 
forms upon which to renounce your citizenship? ¿s¿ -¿ tL
(Note: On December 19,1944, General P ra tt removed the ban on the return of Japanese to 
the West Coast. On December 21, 1944, the Newell Star, the Tule Lake Center newspaper, 
announced that all the WRA camps would be closed in about one year. Notices of this also 
may have been posted in the block manager’s offices, the mess halls and other places in camp.

Therefore, if you sent a letter to the Attorney General or the Justice Department before 
December 21, 1944, asking for forms upon which to renounce citizenship you probably were 
not then in fear of the camp being closed and of being forced to relocate in a hostile area 
without funds or a home to which you could go. If you sent such a letter between December 
21, 1944 and January 29, 1945, you probably were in fear of being relocated in such circum­
stances. On January 29, 1945, the WRA announced that Tule Lake would be kept open and 
that there would not be any forced relocations. If you sent your letter after Jaunary 29, 
1945, the Justice Department will be inclined to believe you were not then in actual fear of 
being forcibly relocated in a hostile area without funds or a home to which you could go 
unless you convince it that you did not believe the January 29, 1945, announcement that the 
Tule Lake Center would be kept open and that no one would be forced to relocate.)

Did you send that letter to the Attorney General or to the Justice Department before that 
December 21, 1944 announcement that all the WRA Centers will be closed within a year? 
< ^ ^ ? D i d  you send it between December 21, 1944 and January 29, 1945? '  ^  „

Did you send it after the announcement of January 29, 1945, that the Tule Lake Center 
would be kept openf
If you sent in your letter to the Justice Department after the W e il’s ^ u u n c ^ ie n t  of 
January 29, 1945, that the Tule Lake Center would be kept open and that there would not 
be any forcible relocations you probably did not send that letter requesting forms upon 
which to renounce your citizenship by reason of fear that the Tule Lake Center would be 
closed and that you and your family would be forced to relocate and therefore, you should 
answer the following questions:
(a) From what source did you learn about that announcement of January 29, 1945: In
the Newell Star? -------- ; from a notice on a bulletin board? _____ from the Block
Manager? -------- ; from what other persons? _________ ________________________

(b) Did you believe the announcement? ----- ---If not, state why you did not believe the
announcement____________________________

(c) Did anyone tell you that you could not trust that announcement?_____ If so, state who
told you not to rely on that announcement and what they said to you to make you disbelieve 
i t . _________________________________ _____________________ ______________

If the announcement of December 21, 1944, that all Centers would be closed within a year 
and the announcement of January 29, 1945, that Tule Lake Center would be kept open and 
there would not be any forcible relocations did not have anything to do with your decision 
to renounce your citizenship did you send the letter to the Justice Department asking for 
forms upon which to renounce citizenship because of any of the following fears, namely:
(a) fear of separation from alien members of your family, such as fa ther?_____ mother?
-------- father-in-law?---------mother-in-law?______step-father?______step-mother?
other aliens?--------who you believed were to be deported to Japan? ______ ; (b) fear of



12
being separated from citizen members of your family, such as your wife?-------- husband?
_____ children?______ who you believed would have to relocate in the U. S.? ---------  or
who you believed would be deported to Japan? -------- ; (c) fear of being deported your­
self because you had given negative answers to Questions Nos. 27 or 28 and were
considered a disloyal person?_____ ; (d) fear of threat or harm to yourself? --------- or
your w ife?_____ or husband?______ or children? ---------  or mother? --------  or father?
_____ or other members?______of your family from gangs in the Center?...------- ; (e) fear
of mistreatment or physical harm from the Government or its agents?-------- -

68. Did the announcement of December 21, 1944, that all the WKA Centers would be closed 
within a year cause you to send that letter to the Justice Departmentf"j^££... Did you read
that announcement in the Newell S tar-?^l^^l£; ;from a bulletin board?-------- ; or learn
about it from the Block Manager? _____ ; or from other persons and, if so, name the
persons: .....____________________________ ____________ ____________________________

69. Did you send the letter to the Justice Department asking for forms upon which to 
renounce your citizenship because you feared that December 21, 1944, announcement meant 
that you and the citizen members of your family would be forcibly relocated without 
money, a home or job in an area where people were hostile to Japanese while the war still 
was going on unless you renounced your c itizensh ip^^^:.... Were you afraid of being 
relocated because you had heard that jobs were scarce? that employers did not
wish to hire Japanese and you might not get work to support yourself and your family? 
/¿ p S  ; that the public was hostile to Japanese and you feared mob v io len ce j^^* ^ . If 
you had been forcibly relocated ^hat members of your family would you then have had to

....— 1 . . _ --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------.....support?

Had you heard of any relocated persons being discriminated^against? ------- .R efused
w ork?__being insulted? being attacked? — ; being shot at? ; being
persecuted? whose homes had been burnedK™..------  When and where had these
incidents taken place? ...._________—.---------------------------------------------------------------------

What were the names of the persons who had been mistreated and state what it was that 
happened to them---------------- ----------------------------- -- ---------------------------------------------

70.

71.

72.

Did you send that letter because you believed that if you sent for the forms and renounced 
your citizenship that you would be interned by the Justice Department and could stay in 
camp until the war ended and then be safely relocated when public hostility to Japanese
died down Who told you that this could be done?_________________________

________________

Did any members of your family fear or tell you that you would be^forchMy^elocated and 
run the risk of danger from hostile Caucasians unless you sent tliat letter a^d renounced 
your citizenship and, if so, what members of your family told ybu this ? .i m i i y  t o l a  y o u  t i n s

Were anjy 
did not/ei

lembers of your \amilylin fear of what might happen to yojMir to them if you 
such a letter and, if 4o, state of what or of whom they were in fe&r ?
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73. Did you fear that if you did not send the letter and request forms upon which to renounce

or from citizen members'? and if so, from what citizen members of your family?
................—................................ ________ -rr.. ..... .................. —.............—  — .............. —...............—...............

74. Name the members of your family who told you that you would be separated from your 
family if you did not send for the fprms and renounce your citizenship? ......._____________

75.

76.

Name other persons, not members of your family, 
from your family if you did not>eiTfl*ior tnteiorms 
whether they were Iss«i, JSfbei or Nisei......

m would be separated 
renounce yotpx citia^nsdiip ^nsLstate 

-J
J j

What members of your family w^re 
to the Justice Department? ......

th<r^Me\Lak( at the time y
i t  J

What members of your family pressured, threateiied or persuaded you to send that letter'

77.

What did they fear oij say ĵ o you to gel} you send that letter? __

____________________ _____ _____

Did your husband? ___.Js^wife? __ — /fa th er m other?_____ brothers? ______
sisters?___—  in-laws? ....._.._>4Uu»e<you to send a letter requesting forms on which to
renounce your citizenship so that you wouldn’t be separated from them by being forced to 
relocate while they remained in camp or finally were deported to Japan? If such person 
or persons were citizens of the U. S. state whether they already had sent for forms upon
which to renounce their citizenship?__ _______________ l___________________________
What did such person or persons say to you to force you to renounce your citizenship? 
_____

78. Did you send that letter requesting forms upon which to renounce citizenship because you 
heard that alien members of your family who had requested repatriation to Japan would 
have to stay in the Center until they could be exchanged or removed to Japan and that you 
ultimately would have to be relocated in this country and thus be separated from them 
unless you applied for ren u n c ia tio n ^ ^ K ^  Who told you this might happen if you didn’t
renounce your citizenship?

JL
What alien members of your family already had asked for repatriation to Japan at the 
time you sent that letter?
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Were the alien members of your family on the WRA free list and eligible to relocate at 
the time you sent your letter to the Justice Department asking for forms upon which to 
renounce your citizenship?___  _____ ........---- ---------- --------------------

79. Did you fear that if you didn’t send for the forms and didn’t renounce your citizenship 
that you, nevertheless, would be deported to Japan along with the alien members of your 
family because you had asked for repatriation to Japan and that you would get in trouble 
with the Japanese government when you arrived there? Name the persons who told
you this............ ..... ....... .....

80. Did you decide to apply for forms upon which to renounce your citizenship because you
believed your life was being frittered away uselessly in c a in p ^ ^ ^ ? . ; that you feared that 
you might be confined to camp until the war ended? ¿tzZh&g which might take many 
years or that if the war did not come to an emL you would be kept in camp
foreverl<^^?f. or that when and if the war ended the Government might deport you to 
Japan? t^^fe^and that you wanted to get away from camp l ife ? ^ ^ ^ ? . and feared that 
you had fo go or be sent somewhere or anywhere, even to Japan, just so long as you were 
made a free m a n r

81. Did you send a letter to the Justice Department asking for the forms upon which to 
renounce because you were afraid that the Government had no use for you and didn’t care 
what happened to you and that you were afraid this was true because it had deprived you 
of citizenship rights by evacuating you and putting you into a WRA Center behind barbed 
wires and then had armed troops guard y o u l^ ^ sk .';  and then didn’t give you any 
protection in the Tule Lake Center from the threats and violence of gangs?<^<££3??; and 
because the police didn’t  give any protection to the r e s i d e n t s a n d  you were scared 
by the soldiers moving in and driving the residents around and searching their quarters?

and no protection was given against such things as the murder of Mr. Hitomi, the 
knifing of Mr. Terasawa and others, and the clubbing and beatings of many persons; and 
that the Government didn’t punish the soldier who shot Mr. Okam otpi-^^^s?'.and 
that you thought these things clearly meant the Government had no use for you and didn’t 
want to give you any protection and that, to avoid all this violence and trouble, you had to
renounce citizenship to insure your own sa fe ty ^ ^^ r... and the safety of your wife?_____ ,
husband? _____ , f a t h e r m o t h e r ?  _____ , children? ..... ..... , brothers? _____ ,
sistersjU ^^j£v other members of your fam ily?_____

82. Did you decide to send the letter asking for forms upon which to renounce your citizenship
because you feared that you were going to be deported to Japan because you had given 
“ No” answers to Questions Nos. 27 and 28 or had refused to answer those questions and 
were considered disloyal to the TJ. S. and that it was necessary for you to send that letter 
to the Justice Department and renounce your citizenship otherwise you would get in 
trouble when you arrived in Japan? What trouble^did you think you would get
into in Japan if you didn’t renounce TL S. citizenship?

sp u e  ¿ol n * '
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Name the IsseylQbei and Nis£i who told you this and state in what Blocks they lived at 
Tule Lake â ad the name of afcy organizations to which they belonged?________________

Did you ite r  thatif^ydu didn’t send for the forms and renounce your citizenship that you 
eventually might be drafted into our armed forces while you were in the Center and thus
be separated from your citizen wife? -------- ; citizen children? _____ ; or other citizen
members of your family? .-^^^''w ho were in the Center? ^ c^ ^ ^ D id  you fear that if you 
didn’t send for the forms aria renounce citizenship that you eventually would be relocated 
and then might be drafted into our armed forces and then be separated from your wife?
-------- , your children?_____ , other family m em ber^J^^k^w ho would have relocated with
you? Who told you these things might happen if you didn’t renounce your citizenship?

84.

85.

Did you fear that if you didn’t send for the forms and renounce your citizenship that you 
eventually might be drafted into the army while you were in the Center or after you were 
forcibly relocated which would result in separating you from alien members of your family 
who were to be sent to Japan because they had asked for repatriation to Japan and 
wanted to go there3< ^i££  or because they believed they would be deported to Japan after 
the war ended because they feared the Government intended^ to deport all alien J apanese to 
J a p a n W h o  told you this would happen? -----

Did your alien parents fear that if you didn’t sejidr-for-fha^forms and renounce your 
citizenship that you eventually might be dra£t6d into the army and be separated from 
them when they were sent to Japan Did they tell you t h i N a m e  other
persons who told you this___ __ ...........................

Did your parents fear that if you served in^the armecHrdrces that they would get in 
trouble with the Japanese Government when they arrived in Japan | D i d  they tell 
you this? ..^^¿¿/Name other persons who told you this__ ________ zL________________

86. Did any person or persons or group of persons tell you or spread the rumor that if you 
didn’t send for the form aniLrenounce your citizenship you would get into trouble with 
the Japanese government when you were deported to Japan Name the persons
who told you these things, the Blocks Where they lived and the organizations to which they 
belonged............L. ^  “

87. Name the other meihbcrs ojUytfur family whom you believed would get in trouble there if 
you didn’t renounce your citizenship and state whether they were in the Center with you.

Lrnme......__ _________________________________________

If any members of your family were in Japan at the time, did you fear that they might be 
punished by the Japanese government if it learned that you did not renounce your U. S. 
citizenshipi<^<£s£... What members of your family there did you fear might get in such
trouble ? &L/S*.__..................

r
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89. With what agents of Japan did you thi 
if you did not renounce your citizenship?

IL_your family members would get in trouble

(The Japanese police^K^^r/; K e m p e i ta ip ^ ^ z ^ ^ ^ y f ^ ^ s s ? . ;  Neighborhood Associa­
tions? other agencies!? --------- ____________________________ ________________ )
What dia you fea^ would happen-4o^you or to them?

Did you believe that you or they would be put in prisojrT^&zr...; internment 
be forced to work as slave la b o r e r ^ ^ ^ r ^ ;  or what else did you fear would happen to you 
or to them ?___________ _______

90. If anyone else told you to send tji&t letter, nanur^the persons who did and state whether 
they were Issei, Kibei or Nisei and the Blocks in wjhiph, they lived or where they worked at
Tule Lake Center........
---------------
What did^the^tell would le t ^ ?

Were those persons leaders or members of any of the organizations in Tule Lake, and, if so, 
state the names of the organizations..... .......

Who were the Issei leaders of those organizations?

The Kibei leaders?________________ ____ ________________________________________
The Nisei leaders?_____________________________________________________________

91. Were any groups of leaders or members of the Seinen Dan or Hoshi Dan moved away to 
Santa Fe before you sent in that l e t t e r ^  so, what groups?___________________

Were any groups of leaders or members of the Seinen Dan or Hoshi Dan removed to
If so, what groups?

(Note. The first group of 70 Issei and citizens belonging to the Hokoku Seinen Dan were 
taken away to Santa Fe on December 27, 1944. Renunciation hearings started on January 
11, 1945. The next group of 144 citizens and 27 aliens, including 50 officers of the Hokoku 
Seinen Dan, was taken to Santa Fe on January 26, 1945. The next group of about 650 
members of the Hokoku Seinen Dan was removed to Bismarck on February 11, 1945. The 
next group of 125 persons was taken to Santa Fe on March 12, 1945. About June, 1945, 
some 400 more were removed to Santa Fe and in July, 1945, a few more were taken to 
Bismarck. Therefore, if you had your hearing after these groups had been removed you
were not in fear of them at that time.)

#

92. Were you in fear that if you didn’t send for the forms and renounce your citizenship that 
your name would be put on the organization’s black-list and would be reported to the 
Japanese government and you would get in trouble with the Japanese government when
you arrived in J a p a n W h o  told you this would happen?_______
___________________________ /  ___ 'm__________
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Were you in fear of the leaders of any of the organizations at Tule? ..™ ^r^W ere you in 
fear of the members of jmv of the o rgan izations^s^!^ . Of what orgamzations were you

of what leaders were you in fea r?__ __

of what members were you in fe a r? ...

Why were you in fear?

Were any other members of your family in fear of them or\ttieir organizations and, if so, 
state the names of your family members who were in fear of tl

93. If you or any member of your family or any friends were attacked by any of the leaders 
or members of any of the pressure groups for not doing what the pressure group leaders 
wanted state the namespf the^persons who were attacked, the time and place where attacked 
and by whom.___ ___

94. Were you in fear of being attacked and beaten up by them or their organizations if you did 
not send for the forms and renounce your citizenship? /^¿^ .»H ad  any of them threatened
you? If so, wjjat wera their names^nd state whsrc they said to you_______________

'  ____________________

95. Were you in fear that members of your family might be attacked and physically harmed if 
you did not send that letter,^nd, if^o, state what members of your family you feared might 
be harmed by them. .....

96. Were you in fear that if you did not send that letter that you might be harmed by the leaders 
or members-Of any of the following organizations, namely: Hoshi Dan? T; Seinen Dan?
-------- ; Joshi Dan?---------; Manzanar gang? the Poston gang?... .trrrrfTerome gang?
-------- ; San Pedro g a n g t h e  Tiger gang? ..-^ rrf lh ^ B la c k  Dragon Society gang?
...........; or other gangs?-------- ; or strong arm groups?............Name the leaders, members,
groups or gangs of which you were in fear.__________________________________________

97. While you were in Tule were you ever called an inn? • a gtnngA ?
an informer?-------- ; a White J a p ? -------- ; a trabbdr?_____ ; kokuzoku?_____ ; or otliter’
names ? -------- , for not doing whaj; the organisations wanted you to do ? _____... What narries
were you called? _

Were you in fear of being called such nam^s^f lrj^ir*:. • What were the names of t] 
who called you such names ? ______________

jersons
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98. How many persons called on you or spoke to you and asked you if you had sent for the forms
upon which to renounce your citizenship? -What were their names?...........................

_____________________________________

Did anyone check up on your mail in the block manager’s office to see whether or not you had
sent such a letter or had received an answering letter from the Justice Department,?'*!**#....
State the names of the persons who checked up on you in this manner...

Did anyone take down your nam e^sbeinga^erson  who did not send such a form or was 
late in sending for such a form?<^ tiie^ames^df the persons who did this and
whether they were Issei, Kibei or Nisei: ....... .................................... .................... ......... .............

99. Were any members of your family or friends attacked, beaten or threatened for not sending 
for the forms? Name the persons who were attacked or beaten..!...................................

Were you ostracized for not sending in such a letter promptly Did friends shun or
avoid you or refuse to talk to you because you had not sent for tKe forms % ,Was your
spouse?........... ; your children?........... ; or other members of your family? f............ mistreated
for your delay in sending such a le tter? ...............  What mistreatment did they suffer and
from whom?.....................................................................................................................................

100. While you were in a WEA Center did the TJ. S. Immigration Service commence any deporta­
tion proceeding against your husband? .........; wife? ......... ; f a th e rV ^ ii# .; .mother? ........,
for a violation of any immigration law? Did you fear that the member of your family against 
whom deportation proceedings had been started would be deported from the U. S. to Japan
because such person was illegally in the U. S .? ......„....  Did you fear separation from such
person and did the fear that such person would be deported cause you to apply for the forms 
upon which to renounce citizenship so that you would not be separated from such person?

Re: RENUNCIATION HEARING

101. Name the members of your family besides you who had a hearing on an application for
renunciation of citizenship. Husband? .......... ; wife? ........... ; brothers? ........... ; sisters?
— ; other family members ? .....................................................................................................

102.

Did you have your hearing before the rejmnqiaiion of your w ife?.......... ; husband?
brothers ? ...........; or sisters l-^^ i^ i^S T O ^unave  it on the same day as yourwjf e ?
husband?.......... . On what date did^you hajve your renunciation hearing? . . . ..........
Was your hearing officer a man? ............  Did you have an interpreter at
your hearing ?„ 'Did you net^d^e^

At your renunciation hearing did you tell^tlle'liearing officer that you wanted to renounce 
because you were loyal to Japan, or that you wanted Japan to win the war, or that you were 
against the U. S. or make other statements indicating loyalty to Japan or disloyalty to the
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U. S.? _ i------What, in substance^id yon tell the hearing officer as reasons why you wanted
to renounce your citizenship?

Name the persons who coached you and told you what yoji-Were~to^say at your hearing to 
make certain your je^unciatioi} would be approved an im ate  whether they were Issei, Kibei
or Nisei.____ ---̂*.

¿¡U L -

104.

103. Did the hearing officer tell you that you did not have to rehotmce"your citizenship in order 
to go to Japan ?rc^ £ ^ . Djd you believe this?--------- Were you in fear of the hearing officer?

Did you fe&r-to tei
ship >What <Jid ypu think would h
---------

the real reasons why you wei ê i^nouncing^our citizen- 
pen if you had tolcPhim the real reasons?

Did you fear that if you did and your renunciation was not accepted that you would get in
trouble with your p a ren ts^ ^^ ^ T ; other family members?____ ; who were in Tule Lake?

; or in some other internment camp? _______.....____ _________ ...._......____ Were
you then in fear of being forcibly relocated in a dangerous a re a ? < ^ ^ „  (If your hearing 
took place after the January 29,1945, announcement were you still in rear ^eventual reloca­
tion in a hostile a rea?---------) Were you then in fear of being d r a f t e d W e r e  you
then in fear of separation from members of your family? ....<r^£^From what members?

105.

Were they in Tule L a k e ; or in what other Center?_________________________ ___
Were they on the WBA “ free list” and eligible for relocation at the t im e L * ^ ^ . Had they 
applied for relocation before the day you had your renunciation h e a r in g !^ ^ ^ ..  Were they 
still expecting to be sent to Japan? Did they still want to go to Japan? Had
they cancelled their applications to go to  Japap^ ^ ^ ? ......  *

Were you in fear that if your renunciation was not accepted you would be in danger of harm 
from any of the leaders or members of any of the pressure groups at the time you had your

106. Were you removed from Tule Lake Center to B i s m a r c k ? S a n t a  Fe? When?
--------------------------- with what groups: the 1st, 2nd, 3rd or 4th groups?...................................
What members of your family remained at Tule Lake?________________ _______________

What other members of your family were removed from Tule Lake Center to Bismarck?
__________________ ......................................... ............ .............................................................................. ;
to Santa Fe? ................... ........................................... ........................... W hen?.... ......................
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Were they removed from Tule Lake before you had your renunciation hearing?.......... or
after you had your hearing at Tule Lake?...................

State when and where you were re-united with them?™........................................... ............

Name the othgr members^pf ygur family who renounced citizenship.............

107. Did you give such answers because other members of your family had been removed from
Tule Lake and you thought that by so doing you would be re-united with them?_____  Did
you fear that those family members would be deported to Japan and that if you gave such 
answers you would be re-united with them and be deported along with them ?_____

108. If you applied for relocation in the U. S. after your renunciation state when you did so.

Ee: MITIGATION HEAEING

109. Did you have a “ mitigation hearing” between December^ 1945, and April, 1946? In
what Center did^ou haVe this hearing? ...  Was your hearing
officer a man l^ ^ ^ ^ a /w o m a n  ? ---------At this hearing did you tell the hearing officer that
you were loysaLtoJ^an or disloyal to the U. S. or words to such an ejffeet? . you
did, state why you did this.

Were t#e members of yourVamily with you dSi the same Opnter -tCf"the time of this 
hearing? From what members of your family were you then separated?......................

Where were tlmse members oj^your'fam ily at the time of your mitigation hearing?
_ ____i______ _______________________________________________________________
Were they then on the'WKA or Justice Department free list and eligible for relocation?

Had they relocatedl^fe^-.* If they had, state when.
Did you then fear that members of your family in other camps were to be deported to 

Japan? Was it because of your fear that those members were to be deported to Japan
that you gave such answers to the mitigation hearing officer so that you would be allowed to
rejoin those members and not be separated any longer from them ?_____

What members of your family, if any, were removed to other internment camps after 
you had your renunciation hearing?....................... ......................................................................

When and where were you re-united with them?



When were yon released from detention? 
were yon when you were released from detention? 
of your family members were sent to Japan, state
------------------- - From what port did they sail?...
of the family accompanied them to Jap an ?___

In what camp 
........... If any

er members

When were you placed on the “ free list” ? .... ____ ___________________  .. If your parents,
spouse or other family members were placed on the free list, state when they were placed on 
that list and the camp from which they relocated........................................ ................................

.r

Telephone Number



AFFIDAVIT (Attached Sheet) —  Tatsumi y amarao to

•4-» s u f f e r i n g  fro m  a c h r o n ic  s to m a ch  a i lm e n t  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  and s e n s in g  
t h a t  sh e  was n o t  g o in g  t o  l i v e  v e r y  lo n g  sh e  w a n ted  t o  s e e  h e r  m oth er  
i n  Japan  b e f o r e  sh e  d ie d .  Two y e a r s  a f t e r  r e t u r n in g  t o  Japan  my m oth er  
d ie d ,  and my f a t h e r ,  who r em a in e d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  was u n a b le  t o  c a l l  
me b a ck  t o  t h i s  c o im tr y  u n t i l  1931 b e c a u s e  h e h ad  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  
a f t e r  my m o t h e r s  lo n g  i l l n e s s .

3* M u s ic , D raw in g , and p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t io n .
S e v e n th  and  e ig h t h  g r a d e s  s u b j e c t s  th e n  t a u g h t :

A r i t h m e t i c ,  A lg e b r a , G eom etry , B o ta n y , Z o o lo g y , H i s t o r y ,  E n g l i s h ,  
Kanbun (S tu d y  o f  C h in e se  c o m p o s i t io n s ) ,  J a p a n e se  la n g u a g e , Art, 
F e n c in g , Military t r a i n i n g ,  and p h y s i c a l  e d u c a t io n .

The ab ove l i s t  show s t h a t  I  to o k  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  i n  s e v e n t h  and e i g h t h  
g r a d e s ,  b u t  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  c a l l  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  a l l  th e  
s u b j e c t s  w ere  c o m p u lso r y  i n  Japan th e n  and f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  I  h ad  no c h o ic e  
b u t  t o  ta k e  i t  o r  e l s e  t o  g iv e  up my d e s i r e  t o  g e t  f u r t h e r  e d u c a t io n  e n t i r e ­
l y .

6 . s e n t r i e s  c a r r y in g  g u n s .e The l i v i n g  c o n d i t io n s  t h e r e  was su c h  t h a t  no  
n o r m a l, d e c e n t  p e r s o n  w o u ld  b e a b le  t o  t o l e r a t e  i t  v e r y  lo n g  w it h o u t  
b eco m in g  more o r  l e s s  abn orm al in  h i s  m in d . R e g a r d le s s  o f  w h e th e r  t h e r e  
w ere  o o th  male and fe m a le  members i n  a f a m i ly  o r  r e g a r d .le s s  o f  w h e th e r  
t h e r e  w ere b o t h  a d u l t s  and c h i l d r e n ,  e a c h  f a m i ly  was g iv e n  j u s t  one  
s i n g l e  s m a l l  room  w h ich  h ad  no p a r t i t i o n s  a t  a l l  and n o t  e v e n  a c e i l i n g  
o r  a p r o p e r  w a l l  a t  one s i d e  o f  th e  room . I  was a l s o  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  
my f u t u r e  and th e  th o u g h t  o f  b e in g  c o n f in e d  i n  s u c h  a p la c e  and m e r e ly  
w a s t in g  my t im e  f o r  th e  d u r a t io n ,w h ic h  no one a t  t h a t  t im e  was a b le  to  
t e l l  how lo n g  i t  was g o in g  t o  l a s t ,  was s im p ly  u n b e a r a b le  t o  m e. 1 , t h u s ,  
d e c id e d  t h a t  I  m u st ta k e  th e  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n it y  g iv e n  me t o  g e t  o u t  o f  th e  
camp and a p p l ie d  f o r  th e  r e p a t r i a t i o n .

7 . t h a t  th e  FBI a g e n t  was e i t h e r  t r y i n g  t o  k id  me o r  t r y i n g  t o  i n f l i c t  upon  
me a v e r y  c r u e l  m e n ta l t o r t u r e  (w h ich  i t  w a s) by a s k in g  me su c h  q u e s t io n s  

s i n c e  t h i s  q u e s t io n in g  was done a f t e r  my r i g h t  a s  an A m erican  c i t i z e n  
was d is r e g a r d e d  by  th e- f o r c e d  e v a c u a t io n  and w h i le  I  was c o n f in e d  i n  th e  
camp w h ic h  was g u a rd ed  b y  s e n t r i e s .  To me i t  was l i k e  b e in g  s la p p e d  upon  
th e  f a c e ,  t i e d  down w it h  a r o p e  and su r ro u n d e d  by  men w it h  g u n s ,  and th e n  
b e in g  a s k e d  w h e th e r  I  l i k e d  th e  man who s la p p e d  me i n  th e  f a c e ,  u n d er
su c h  c ir c u m s t a n c e s  i t  was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  k eep  my m e n ta l b a la n c e  
and t o  g iv e  r e a s o n a b le  a n s w e r s . F u r th e r m o r e , I  was a t  t h a t  t im e  s t i l l  
u n a b le  t o  sp e a k  o r  u n d e r s ta n d  E n g l i s h  v e r y  w e l l ,  and f o r  t h a t  r e a s o n  I 
c o u ld  n o t  a sk  why su c h  a h e a r in g  was b e in g  h e ld  and make i t s  p u r p o se  c l e a r .  
F or th e  same r e a s o n  I ' c o u l d  n o t  r e a l i z e  how h a r s h  t h o s e  w ords and p h r a s e s  
so u n d e d , b u t  th e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  a l l  I  u t t e r e d  i n  t h a t  h e a r in g  w ere  e i t h e r  
s im p le  r,y e s 11 o r  "no" a s  I  was u n a b le  to  e x p r e s s  i t  i n  E n g l i s h  e x a c t l y  
how I  f e l t  a b o u t t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  i f  1 g a v e  su c h  a n sw ers  u n d er  n orm al 
c ir c u m s t a n c e s  I  w ou ld  n o t  e v en  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  a b o u t i t ,  bpfr iri s t l  11

t h a t  I  was n o t ,  and s t i l l  am n o t ,  d i s l o y a l  t o  t h i s  c o u n tr y  o r  ____ _ |;J ^
t o  A m erican  p e o p le ,  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  m e n t io n  th e  f a c t  t h a t '  I  v o lu n te e r e d ^ . 1 4 
t o  do su g a r  b e e t  t o p p in g  jo b  i n  Id a h o  t o  r e l i e v e  th e  man row er  s h o r t  ape ,

................. MM f or H M

s t r a

and q u i t e  p e a c e f u l l y  and h a r m o n io u s ly  w orked  w ith  C a u c a s ia n  p e o p le  
a b o u t t h r e e  m onths b e tw e e n  Septem ber" and Novem ber in  19)4.2 ,

fvi. t
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T a tsu m i Yamamoto

I n  y o u r  p r o p o so d  an sw er  t o  que s t i o n  6 y o u  s t a fre t h a t  

H ou  made a p p l i c  t i o n  f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n  t o  Jap an  

'Ju l*ffi 1942 . H ow ever, th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  y o u

f i l l f e d  o u t f o r  me on F e b . 1 9 ,  1 9 4 6 , s t a t e s  t h a t  y o u  made su c h

an a p p lic a t io n -  i n  x% r c h , 1 9 4 4 , and th e  n o t i c e  y o u  s e n t  t o

t h e  S t a t e D e p a r t m e n t  a l s o  show s t h a t  y o u  made su c h  a n “

a p p l i c ^ i o n  for r e p a t r i a t i o n  i n  -Mar--ch-, 1 9 4 4 , - a-t T u le  L a k e .

T h e r e f o r e ,  i f  y o u  a l s o  made s u c h  an  a p p l ic t io y m r o  i n .M am h ,

1 9 4 4 , I  b e l i e v e  y o u  s h o u ld  s t a t e  t h i s  a l s o  i n  y o u r  an sw er  to

q u e s t i o n  6 ,  and y o u  can  s t a t e  t h a t  y o u  c a n c e l l e d  i t  on

S ep tem b er  25» 1 9 4 5 .  ( I  h a v e  a cop y  o f  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  n o t i c e

y o u  s e n ^ t o  t h e  S w is s  L e g a t io n ? )  F u r t h e r ,  i f  y o u r  f a t h e r

w as w it h  y o u  i n  camp and' m m a u h e  had  r e q u e s t e d

r e p a t r i a t i o n  t o  J a p a n  and w a n ted  p u  t o  do th e  same t h i n g s o

t h a t  y o u  w o u ld .n o t  b e  s e p a r a te d -  from  -him  y o u  s h o u l d . . s t a t e  t h i s
t h o s e

f a c t  a l s o  a s  b e in g  a c ^ u se  f o r  y o u y h a v i n g  m a d e /a p p l ic a t io n s  

f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n .  I f  y o u  w ere  i n j j e r  o f  b e in g  s p a r a t e d  from  

y o u r  f a t h e r  who w as a b o u t lijfjjjjiii 6 2 - 6 4  y e a r s  o f  a g e  y o u

s h o u ld  s t a t e  s o .



/

In  y o u r  a n sw er  t o  q u e s t i o n  8 (B) y o u  m e n t io n  t h e  I s s e i  

named D o i who p r e s s u r e d  y o u  t o  becom e a m em ber. D id  a n y o n e

e l s e  p r e s s u r e  y o u  t o  becom e a m em ber. s o  y o u  s h o u ld  s t a t e  

t h e  nap e o f  su c h  Z ^ rso n  o r  p e r s o n s .  F u r t h e r ,  i f  y o u r  f a t h e r  

w as w i t h  y o u  i n  T u la  Lake a t  t h e  t im e  and a d v is e d  y o u  t o  

l e t '  y o u r  name b e  l i s t e d :  a s  a  member b e e  u s e  mm h e  b e l i e v e d

I n .y o u r  a n sw er  t o  qu e s t i o n  9 (A) I  b e l i e v e  y o u  s h o u ld

s t a t e  w hat i t  i s  t h a t  D o i s a i d  t o  y o u  t h a t  c a u s e d  y o u  t o

f o r  t h e - f o r m s  upon w h ic h  t o  e n o u n c e  - c i t i z e n s h i p . You s h o u ld  

a l s o  g i v e ...th e  nam es o f  o t h e r  p e r s o n s ,  I s s e i  and..K ib e i ,  who

t h a t  y o u  w o u ld  g e t  i n  t r o u b le  w it h  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  

m ig h t b e p h y s i c a l l y  harm ed i n  camp i f  y o u  d i d n ’t  s e n d  su c h  

a l e t t e r .  I f  y o u r  f a t h e r  p le a d e d  w it h  y o u  t o  do i t  t o  

y o u  from  harm , s a y  s o . F u r t h e r ,  i f  y o u  a t  t h a t ’ t im e  f e a r e d

t h a t  y o u r  f a t h e r  w as g o in g  t o  be- s e n t  t o  J a p a n  b e c a u s e  h e ..-

.was an  a l i e n  who had  r e q u e s t e d  t o  b e s e n t  to . J a p a n ..and ..th a t

i f  y o u  d i d n ’ t  r e n o u n c e  y o u  w o u ld  b e k e p t  h e r e  and t h e r e b y ...

b e  s e p a r a t e d  from h him y o u  s h o u ld  s t a t e  t h i s  w as one o f  y o u r  

f e a r s .  I f  y o u r  f a t h e r  p le a d e d  w i t h  y o u  t o  do i t  s o  y o u  w o u ld  

n o t  b e s e p a r a t e d  from  him  y o u  s h o u ld  s t a t e  t h i s  a l s o  i s  on e  

o f  y o u r  f e a r s .

i t  w o u ld y o u  from harm  y o u  s h o u ld -  s t a t e  s o .

f e a r  t h a t  y o u  w o u ld  g e t  i n  t r o u b le  and m ig h t  be film ed i f  

y o u  d i d n ’t  sen d  a  l e t t e r  t o ‘ t h e  $ T u s t ic e  Deparibment~ a $ d  a s k

s a id  t h in g s  ■mmmmmmmm o r  d id  t h i n - g s  t o  c a u s e  y o u  t o  f e a r



Add t o  m a&e i k  eonj&drm t o  A ls  j £ e t t e v  o f  9 / 1 7 / 4 5  t o

i n i s , tl fo lZ o w i]

4 k
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<s / m a  ^  ? / t 7 / f - - r ~ / £

_ .9_ lQ ) When I  had my h id in g  i n  F e b r u a r y , 1 9 4 5 , th e  p ro p a g a n d a  

and a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s  seem ed  t o  b e  a t  i t s  w o r s t  

and th e  w h o le  camp w as i n  m ass h y s t e r i a .  Members o f  th e  w m &om m

p r e s s u r e  g r o u p s ,  t h e i r  h e a d s  sh<£ved, b le w  b u g le s  e a r l y  i n  th e

________  - . . -■ - ■.' ■ - . _______ ____________u s  _
m o rn in g , d r i l l e d  around e a c h  b lo c k ,  and t h r e a t e n e d  JK& who w ere

n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  r en o u n c e  c i t i z e n s h i p  from  b e f o r e  I  s e n t “ th e

l e t t e r - t o  th e - - iy  s l i c e  D ep a r tm en t u n t i l  £  t e r  I  had my h e a r in g .

D u r i n g t h i s  t im e  th e  w h o le  c a m p w a s  u n d er g r e a t  e m o t io n a l

e x c i t e m e n t  and w o rry  o v e r  r e n u n c i a t i o n .  W ith a l l  t h a t  had

hap pened  and w as th e n  g o in g  on L w as in f lu e n c e d  by th e  g e n e r a l

p r e s s u r e  and d id  j u s t  w hat th e  d id  b e c a u s e  I  d id n ’t  know

w h a t e l s e  t o  d o M ^ / >
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wm m
runable to speak 

m m km ém

•ss1or understand English very wellj 
tlaought the FBI agent 

such' questions since this n<either playing a joke uopn me by asking
was held soon after I had returned from it/voiimtarr"Work ohside *«
beets topping job in Idaho) and had proved that I was not only a hannlesjp 
person but quite helpful to this country/s war effort, or otherwise he i^E  
trying to inflict upon me a very cruel mental torture (which i t  was 1 bv iSi 
asking me such questions while I was edhfined within barbed wire fences EH 
guarded by armed sentries, ^  ginn 1 iff r 1 iij, j to me i t  was* ■  
like tmbeing slapped upon the fac^being ^  surround©
y men with guns, and then being asked whether I liked the man who slappeRl 

h  y  ,fca® y ° e- Wider suoh_circumstances i t  was impossible for me to keenffiS - "nL"a- balance and to give reasonable answers. If i gave such answers*« 
h -f?  2?hSi4.i£?umSt e s I. » ill iiot even try to explain about i t .  but JLf
confinemlnt^flil^mi h ;’B 1" '' ' / " ?  30 onl7 because I was forced into 2 k  S ?. uefaplLe m7 being an American citizen and onlv because T ,vn» H  at that time under severe mental*strain which resulted from the abnormal V circumst slices which I was forced infn t «too oio ,k, , une aono1 nlc-l mmtime how harshly those words arfd âo also unable to realise at thifc, . nxayj.y unose woras qfd phrases in my answers sounded because is t i l l  had much Ì“ X  f d  answers sounded because Ik k 1, naf, difficility in fbeaking and understanding Bnrlish and the mfact is that all I  said in t i t  hearing were' either ' ' v f s “ f r  "nò" r a t b h l

s s .  e  t s p . i r ; s  ¡ y a S f e f c  » ~ t

1 “ « § I  f e y -  h y
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Tat siimi Y.mamoto a

1 to  4 in c lu s iv e  2 copy a f f id a v i t .

^xmxMgqgKlxmxggaimnajnyffigtagiDjtinsialg^ffaEtoaxmmAx 

5* Regular school su b je c ts .

6 . Yes. ¿h$bfiwfcm July 1943; March 1944*

I b e lie v e  my fa th er  app lied  for  our r e p a tr ia tio n  when we

were in  the Tanfaramd Assembly Center about July  1942^My fa th er  

was an I s s e i .  He was in s is t e n t  at the time th a t the Government 

would su re ly 'd ep ort I s s e i  and Kibei to  Japan. He did not want me 

to  be separated from him. He was

wrtiriiBimfty about 62 or 63 years o f  age and was not in  good health  

and he was dependent on mem me and he did not want me to  be 

separated from him. He b e liev ed  too  th a t as I was a K ibei th a t  

I most l ik e ly  would be deported u ltim a te ly  bepauae th$ L 4 S Z ?  
a u th o r it ie s  refused^to l e t  a g ^ of A ho b êar~irove ̂  1 uiippraf U e 1

^-re-^g^feteeb-t7n bo allowed- -tee™ lo a v ^ ^ amp t o, cunt in ue "their

s c * t H )  fa th er  applied  to  the Red Cross fagmnempmfcrfKr

fo r  us to  be re p a tr ia te d . I d id  not wish t 1» by 1

to  be rep a tr ia ted  but fa th er  was in s is t e n t  th at ^
* * S ^ v « * D  -  . . .  . .had to  IfPnn'jliiT f\ or e l s e  we would be separated  mmwto. igi

I *d be deported e ’ventually  a n yw ay /^ ^ ^ r ‘j£ ^  _



> j * c v y /  y _ »  /  >.. y  y  y
/fo u  /? fru  X  «  /6 h v J % /A *  /% & f /4& Y  f/y f ^ }  v) ~**e & -t

^  s & f s f ' * n

\ ^ L  4 * c  >

A fte r ^ w e r e  sent to  the Topaz R elocation  Center in  Utah 

I volunteered  to  go ou tsid e  and do farm work to  help  the defense  

e f fo r t  and was allow ed to  go out rfSanytoxroymgnrfrhisg to  C lifto n ,

Idaho, where I worked in  sugar b eets  fo r  about two months and 

then returned to  Topaz# I do not r e c a l l  s ign in g  fo r  re p a tr ia tio n  

at Topaz on July 23, 1943 but I may have done so a t the in s is te n c e  

o f  my fa th e r . I do remember th a t th ere  were lo tn  o f  rumors 

in  camp t^ at ch ild ren  o f I s s e i  who were going to  be rep a tr ia ted  

had to  request rep a tr i t io n  or e ls e  fa ce  separation  from th e ir  

parents and th a t my fa th er  and I were worried about our being  

separated . So I may have signed  there on J^ly 23, 1943, fo r  

re p a tr ia tio n  or e l s e  my fa th er  may have and i f  e ith e r  o f us did  

i t  was because o f the b e l i e f  th a t my fa th er  and I would be 

separated i f  the request wasn’t  made. Father wanted to  be 

rep a tr ia ted  because we had lo s t  everything and he figu red  he mm 

wouldnft  be allow ed to  sta y  in  the U.S. so he wanted to  make sure 

th a t I was sent to  Japan with him. ifixtiarttympipfriftwriytawmfrw*wrymtorfr»

I th in k  th a t I  f i l l e d  out a re p a tr ia tio n  form a t th e  WRA 

S o c ia l Welfare o f f ic e  in  the Tule ^ake Center about March,1944.

At th a t time my fa th er  was in s is t e n t  th a t I should do so because 

o f  a l l  the rumors that i t  was n ecess ry to  do i t  to  avoid  

\Our separation  because the ixas&xm rumors were th a t the I s s e i  

w u ld  be deported toiontdiiKmxniiiisa f i r s t  and th a t th e ir  ch ildren  

should apply fo r  r e p a tr ia tio n  so th a t they would be sen t with  

¿th e ir  parents and nor be l e f t  behind to  face deportation  a t iaobiunx 

a la t e r  tim e^ ^ ath er  was d ld er ly  and dependant on me and^it was 

my duty to  take care o f  him and he being a fra id  o f our separation  

I was a fra id  o f  our being separated to o .

A fter the end o f  the war when I heard th a t there was a chance 

I wouldnft  be deported and th a t my fa th er  would not have to  be 

rep a tr ia ted  I went and can celled  my request fo r  r e p a tr ia t io n



Copy f i r s t  two paragraphs o f h is  answer. Then add the fo llo w !  

paragraphs.

I had re g is te r e d  fo r  the d raft a t San F rancisco , C a liforn ia , 

in  Cctober o f 1940, and was w il l in g  to  serve in  th e U.S. Army.

I was g iven  the c la s s i f ic a t io n  o f  1-B . My mother had died and 

ray fa th er  who was about 63 a t the evacuation  time was dependent 

on me. He became convinced when we were in  t |ie  Tanforan Assembly 

Center th a t he would be deported to  Japan because he was an I s s e i  

and he was genuinely  fr igh ten ed  a l l  along th a t he would be 

separated from me and my s i s t e r s  u n less  a l l  o f  us were rep a tr ia te  

with him. At the time we had to  answer the Army-WRA Q uestionnaire  

at th e  Topaz R elocation  Center fa th er  was very adamane th a t I 

must answer No to  questions 27 mm and 28 or e ls e  i t  would r e s u lt  

in  my being permanently separated from him. A ll s o r ts  o f  rumors 

o f  fam ily  separation  spread around camp at th a t tim e, the I s s e i  

saying th a t they were to  be deported and th a t K ibei would most 

l ik e ly  be deported ev en tu a lly  too  and th a t to  prevent fa m ilie s  

from being permanently separated i t  was necessary fo r  c i t iz e n  

ch ild ren  to  answer No to  th ose q u estio n s. Even though I had 

re g is te r e d  fo r  the d raft and hadn’t  been c a lle d  but had been 

evacuated I d idn’t  r e a l ly  want to  answer No to  those q uestions  

hoping th a t somehow the G0vernment wouldn*t separate me from 

my fa th e r , I had mmfe been denied the re u est to  leave Tanforan 

Assembly Cent er and leave and go f in is h  my sch oo lin g  bycause o f  

my being a K^bei and from th a t tim e on I thought th a t maybe I 

would be deported ev en tu a lly  even though I d idn’t  wish to  be



sen t to  Japan. At the time of the questionnaire a t Topaz $ 

my fa th er  was fr igh ten ed  th a t i f  I d idn’t  answer No to  those  

Qras^doairaxEMxtomtakBHmxmfciBxthBxSxaxmianiagrx 

q uestions I would be forced  to  r e lo c a te  by m yself to  face  

d iscr im in ation  in  a new area where Caucasians would make l i f e  

im possib le fo r  me because I  was a K^bei and couldn’t  speak 

but only a l i t t l e  English  and th a t i t  would mean permanent 

separation  from him. He sa id  I  had to  s ta y  in  camp w ith him 

and th a t i f  he was rep a tr ia ted  I had to  go with him. A lso he 

sa id  th a t th e way the people in  camp were d iv id ed  over what 

to  do there was danger th a t I would be attacked  i f  I  didn t  

answer No to  th o se~ q u estio n s^  Mr. Chiura Obata who was an 

a r t i s t  and Rev. Kawamoto iaiu& were ad v isin g  people to  answer 

Yes to  the questions and ga some gangs attacked  them and fa th er  

and many o f  h is  fr ien d s sa id  i t  was too  dangerous fo r  ch ildren  

to  answer Yes to  those questions and r is k  being attacked and 

too  dangerous to  do so because i t  was sure to  r e s u lt  in  

separation  o f ch ild ren  from £ lie n  paren ts, fa th er  was dead 

opposed to  my le a s in g  the camp and try in g  fo r  r e lo c a t io n  because 

o f  h is  fea r  th a t i t  would mean permanent separation  from him 

and th a t he wouldn’t  see me and my s i s t e r s  again because he would 

be sen t to  Japan. I mBminbar&icm was a fra id  th a t i f  I re lo ca ted  

from Topaz th a t I wmarii wouldn’t  be ab le to  hold on to  a job 

bee use o f my lack  o f  understanding of the E nglish  language 

and because Caucasians would d iscr im in ate  a ga in st me. I hadn’t  

rece ived  much schooling  in  E g l i s h ,  only from the 7th to  9th  

grades in  the Peter Burnett Junior High School in  San Jose , 

which was the on ly  sch oo lin g  I had in  th e  U .S. so I knew th a t  

i f  I  re lo ca ted  I  would have a d i f f i c u l t  tim e making a l iv in g  

and th a t i f  I l e f t  camp i t  would mean permanent separation  

from my fa th e r . As my fa th er  was opposed to  my lea v in g  camp



and as he was dependent on me he sa id  I h a ^ to  answef No to  the  

q u estio n s. He and many o f  h is  fr ien d s sa id  th a t i f  I  answered 

¥es to  e ith e r  o f those q uestions

and s t i l l  was sent to  Japan w ith my fa th er  th a t the Japanese 

government would be supplied  w ith a record o f  my answers rffa« 

and would tr e a t  me as an enemy o f  Japan and would mm punish 

me by p utting  me in  a j a i l  or a concentration  camp and then  

I ’ d be separated from him anyway and wouldn’t  be ab le  to  support 

him. With a l l  those rumors going around camp and the pressure  

my fa th er  put on me I  had to  answer No to  those q uestions to  

avoid fam ily  sep aration .

When I was in terv iew é by th e agent o f  the FBI in  Tèpaz. —- -—-— — ; ■ - ■ ■ v
on % rch 20, 1943, I was torn  by emotion and fea r  o f  being 

separated from my fa th er  and o f what would happen to  him i f  

we were separated and what would happen to  me i f  I had to  face  ^ 

being re lo ca ted  from camp to  face

d iscr im in ation  in  a new community a l l  by m yself and o f  what 

would happen to  me i f  I was sen t to  Japan w ith my fa th er  and 

o f  what would happen to  him i f  I was placed in  j a i l  or a eon- 

ceh tra tion  camp th e r e . There wasn*t any in terp re ter  there  

and I  had d i f f i c u l t y  in

agen t’ s q u estion s because I «»«èÉaifem pnk much E n glish . As
\I remember i t  he asked me questions and I gave Yes answers 

I th ink  to  every q u estion s he asked me. My fa th er  had to ld  me 

I mmst make sure th a t gteafciaxnx the answers I ganucm was to  g ive  ' 

to  the q uestions must be th a t I was d is lo y a l  to  the U .S. or ^

e ls e  i t  would mean th a t I would be fa c in g  r e lo c a t io n  a l l  by 

m yself and that i t  would mean permanent separation  from him 

XJ>ecause_he would be kept in , camp to  re p a tr ia tio n  time and then  

I ’d never see him a g a in .^  I don’t  remember jusV w hat the  

questions were th a t th e agent asked me but i f  he asked me 

i f  I was lo y a l to  Japan, th at I wanted to  return to  Japan



and would enter the Japanese army and would f ig h t  aga in st  

t h is  country, and th a t I would commit sabotage aga in st t h is  

country i f  ordered to  do so by the Japqnese emperor and s im ila r  

q uestion s I must have answered Yes to  a l l  o f  them.

I wasn’t  d is lo y a l to  th e  United S ta te s  and d idn’t  have any f e e l in  

o f  lo y a lty  to  JapamatiMAim A ll I wanted to  do was to  make sure 

I  wouldn’t  be separated from my fa th e r  and wasn’t  sent out to  

re lo c a te  by m yself and in  arim case I was goijig to  be sent to  

Japan I d idn’t  want to  hanen be punished th ere fo r  making 

statem ents th a t would r e s u lt  in  my being put in  a j a i l  or 

a concentration  camp ♦ I f  i t  hadn’t  been for my fea rs  th a t  

I had to  answer Yes to  such q uestion s to  a v>id being re lo ca ted  

a l l  alone and separated from my e ld e r ly  fa th er  who needed me 

to  look a fte r  him I wouldn’t  have answered Yes to  those q u estio n s.

7(B) Imapk Y es.

I f  i t  hadn’t  been fo r  my fa th e r ’ s pressure and my fea r  o f  

being separated from him1 and o f  being sent out

to  re lo ca te  a l l  alone I would have been w il l in g .  I had re g is ter ed  

fo r  the d raft in  ^ e t. 1940, and had been w il l in g  to  serve i f  

c a lle d  in to  S erv ice  by my d raft board. I didn*t want to  vo lu nteer  

fo r  the Army w hile I  was held in  camp as i f  I was an a lie n  and 

I  d idn!t  want to  be permanently separated from my fa th er  who was 

old  and infirm  and needed me to  look a f te r  him. When the  

camp a u th o r it ie s  to ld  us we could volunteer to  leave camp and 

work on farms to  help  out the n a tion a l defense e f fo r t  I 

volunteered  and went out to  C lifgon , Idaho, and I thought th at  

would prove I was lo y a l to  the U.S. but s t i l l ,  because I was 

a K^bei my a p p lica tio n  to  leave Tanforan Assembly Center to  

attend  school to  learn  Eng lis h  had been refu sed .



I kept in  touch with my d raft board and f in a l ly  was r e c la s s i f ie d  

4-A and a f te r  my r e le a se  I reported  to  my lo c a l d raft board 

in  San Francisco but was not c a lle d  b eca lled  o f  changes in  the  

d raft age l im it .

7(C) I do not remember hearing th a t I fd be sent to  another camp. 

But I do remember th a t i f  I d idn’t  g ive the answer N0 to  q u estion s  

27 and 2$ th a t I would be sent out to  r e lo c a te  to  a new area 

where I  wouldn’t  be able to  make a l iv in g  because o f  my poor 

understanding o f  the English  language and the public a n ti  

«Japanese sentim ent aga in st us and I was a fra id  o f  being  

permanently sepaaated from my fa th er  who was o ld  and who

co n sta n tly  to ld  me I  must do everything p o ss ib le  to  avoid being  

separated from him as I  had to  look out fo r  him in  h is  o ld  age.jJ

__ C o p y - A f f i d a v i t  r

8(B) I avoided becoming a member as long as I  could because

I did not agree w ith th e ir  id eas and a c t i v i t i e s .  But one day

^ r. Doi who was an I s s e i  leader o f the HQsh i Dan in  our block

:£cks came and to ld  me th a t I j3]io^ild bepoirjqj^^

a member* I toDfd hioi I wasn’t  in te r e s te d  in  th e Dan. But hem sa id  
A

45 in  the same b*y e samp 
m A U H tsT rc a

th a t nearly  everyone in  the b lock  aam was a member and th a t i f
7 r ~ — .......... ...- ....7  ' ............

I didn^t become one I would be regarded and trea ted  as an 

inu (inform er and dog) and th a t I was sure to  get beat up and 

th a t i f  I was sen t to  Japan w ith my fa th er  my name would be 

reported to  the Japanese p o lic e  aBflbhmritahmmm and m ilita ry  

a u th o r it ie s  and would be mam^dmsmxitimsintiniamhdism in  seriou s



trou b le and my fa th er  would be questioned about me and th a t I 

probably would be put in  j a i l  or a concentration  camp. He sa id  

the only way I could l iv e  saf e ly  in  the block was by agreeing  

to  become a member and th a t i f  I knew what was good fo r  me I 

wouldn’t  run the r isk  o f  being beaten as an in u . Then my fa th er  

fUojnftm to ld  me th a t as nearly  everyone was a member th a t I 

b etter /a g ree  to  become a member for  my own s a fe ty , th a t I b e tter  

not be stubborn about CP jo in in g  or e ls e  I ’d be c a lle d  an inu  

and be attacked by one o f the g^ngs and th a t I ’ d be reported  

by the Dan lead ers to  the Japanese a u th o r it ie s  i f  I didn*t 

and th at would make trou b le fo r  him in  Japan and th a t I’d

be in  ser iou s trou b le  w ith the Thought Control P o lic e  and 

m ilita r y  a u th o r it ie s  in  J^pan. Other persons in  the block  

repeated th ese  same warnings and because

o f repeated urgings from my fa th er  th a t I must jo in  fo r  my 

own sa fe ty  I to ld  him th a t I would so luHntodDd3dtoix f̂iniix4iiiairf 

when Mr. Doi approached him again  and again he to ld  him that  

I agreed to  become a member. That i s  how I came to  be a member. 

I t  was not o f  my own choosing but because o f  th e  pressure put 

0n me by my fa th er  and by Mr# Doi and others in  the b lock  •

8(C) I never once took part in |a n y  o f  the Dan’ s a c t i v i t i e s .

I  didn*t p a r tic ip a te  in  th e ir  ea r ly  morning ca le s th e n ic

ex e r c ise s  or attend any o f  th e ir  m eetings. I never wore tolwteJP

a sweater or the in s ig n ia  o f the Dan and I never had my hlfirr

cut short l ik e  they  did_ and I never took part in  any^jof th e ir
i n

dem onstrations, iiiiiiriiiiiTln̂ rtiTrfuiiiii iiflifo nil i ih hiiiiAPfl»lliim>ilil'iiffiiiiii|iii

vthe Kokumin Gakk© (School) in  Block 5 and I worked

there from 8 A.M. to  5tP.M. teach in g  arith m etic  in  Japanese to  

c h ild r e n ^



8(D) I  was noli a r e a l member but member and

I dad notxtSnce jo in  in  any o f  t b e i l ^ T t i v i t i e s  and did not 

wear any in s ig n ia  or have^fflfhair cut short and X was not

3am ji
sent to  Bismarck or Santa Fe

pfe)
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9(A) Copy 2nd paragraph o f h is  ^  answer in  the a f f id a v it .

Then copy the 1 s t  paragraph in  h is  answer in  t  e a f f id a v it ,  

and add to  t h is  paragraph the fo llow in g:

***• Inouye and Mr. Kawasaki who a lso  were teach ers in  the

Kfckumin Gakko a lso  to ld  me th a t I b e tter  renounce my c it iz e n s h ip  

or e ls e  I ’ d be beaten by gangs and then the WRA would see th a t  

I was sen t out o f  camp alone to  fa ce  d iscrim ination /an d  persecu­

t io n  in  a new area by anti-Japanese Caucasians and th at i f  I

was separated from my fa th er  I Td never see him again and th a t  

i f  I knew what was good fo r  my own sa fe ty  and to  avoid  

separation  from my fa th er  and trouble in  Japan ifiih I b e tte r  

do i t .  They sa id  Japanese m ilita r y  and tnfaBmyim p o lic e  a u th o r it ie s  

would m istreat me and a lso  our fam ily  i f  I arrived  in  Japan 

as an American c i t iz e n .  T^ey sa id  &xMMi±riyfa*mtrwiratriwfliTnarHiYCTwrn 

i f a r n x a im im i^ x a H d x f a f e B X ^ ia x m a A ja B ymwmgrpi YrhiinflBrwMiinfrii
tr e a t  me as an inu and informer in  camp and 

the i'an would Cb̂ ĝ lXmHmaBXmHlfigmgnRXaiIli?cffiMyfaKm1c«iimteiT»e»Tnan!aygffyjmm 
I»d get
ftummamrtmgiwit  beaten by some gang members. I had to  make up my

mind to  renounce becauwe o f a l l  the pressure put on me .mini 

My fa th er  co n sta n tly  sa id  I must do am i t  to  make sure o f  ray 

a a fe ty  and so th a t we wouldnTt  be separated ,



I  answered the o f f ic e r  who questioned me as b est as I

could* He spoke E nglish  and I d idn’t  have a good knowledge o f

E nglish  and there wasn’t  anyone to  in terp re t for  me. I  b e liev e
<j£o ~ liv e .

he asked me i f  I wanted to  go to  Japan/and I answered Yes and 

he asked i f  I  was lo y a l to  Japan and I s a id  Yes. I d idn’t  want 

to  answer Yes to  q uestions l ik e  th at but I  was scared th a t fgpf 

i f  I  d idn’t  th a t my renu n ciation  would be re je c ted  and then  

i t  wouldn’t  be long before the WRA made me re lo c a te  a l l  by 

m yself during the war w hile people d iscrim inated  aga in st ui 

^and I wouldn’t  be ab le to  earn a l iv in g  or l iv e  in  peaces 

my fa th er  would be kept in  camp u n t i l  he was sent to  J&Lpan 
and I ’d not be ,ahle to  take care o f  him and we might be 

separated fo rev er , fa th er  wanted t 0 make sure my s i s t e r s  and 

I d idn’t  leave camp and th a t i f  he was rep a tr ia ted  th a t we must 

go w ith him. During t h is  time the Dan lead ers were conducting  

b ig  dem onstrations and d r i l l in g  and blowing bugles and keeping 

everyone in  fea r  o f  harm u n less  they renounced. Mr. Doi, Mr. 

^adowaki, Mr. Kubo and Mr. Yabu who were lead ers were spreading  

around the word th at everyone had to  g ive  d is lo y a l answers 

to  the hearing o f f i c e r s ’ q uestions or e ls e  renunciations would 

be re je c ted  and ^jose who were re je c ted  sooner or la te r  would 

be forced  out to  r e lo c a te  by the WRA and be separated from 

a lie n  parénts who would be kept in  camp u n t i l  r e p a tr ia tio n  tim e. 

A lso they  spread word th a t i f  c i t iz e n s  wanted t o  sta y  w ith a lie n  

parents they  had to  renounce and be c la ssed  as a lie n s  so the  

J u stic e  Department would keep them in  camp with a l ie n  parents. 

Those lead ers wece in  earap at the time o f  my hearing and they  

checked up on everyone to  see who renounced and who didn’t

and they sa id  they  would see

th a t inu inform ers got what was coming to  them



W0rryin g  about th ese  th in g s  each day and as the pressure they

put on us I got in to  such a poor mental con d ition  w ith fea r  th a t
had

I was on the verge o f a nervous breakdown, i/a sk ed  one o f  the  

persons in  the S o c ia l Welfare Department i f  I  could be sent out 

o f the Tule Lake Center to  another camp w ithout anyone except my 

fa th er  and s i s t e r s  learn in g  about i t  but was to ld  th a t I couldn’t  

get tran sferred  to  another camp. So I had to  go through Kith my 

hearing and renounce even though I d idn’t  want to  do i t .  Only 

b$r doing t h is  could I get any r e l i e f  from my fea rs  and w orries.

9(C) I t  was during t h is  period o f  time that the Dan lead ers  

put th e  most pressure on everybody and the lead ers in  my block  

were very a c t iv e ./A s  I had never attended any Dan m eetings or 

taken morning e x e r c ise s  w ith them or had my h air  cut short 

l ik e  the members did I was c a lle d  an informer and an inu and

th at 1 ’^  be separated from my fa th er  and be sent out to  r e lo ca te  

without ^  a chance to  earn a l iv in g  or l iv e  in  peace because 

o f public h o s t i l i t y  to  Japanese and th a t i f  I d idn’t  want to  

be separated from my fa th er  I had to  renounce and th a t I b e tte r  

do i t  fo r  my own good or e ls e  I ’d be trea ted  in  Japan a s  an 

enemy o f  Japan and wind up in  j a i l  or a concentration  camp.

My fa th er  in s is t e d  th a t I must renounce so th a t I would be sure 

o f  not being separated from him and so th a t I could sta y  in  

camp w ith him and my s i s t e r s  and not have to  leave  the camp 

and s e t t l e  ou tsid e  during the wartime and r isk  not being  

employed and r is k  being l e f t  behind when he was sent to  Japan. 

Father s te a d ily  kept at me to  renounce to  avoid fam ily  separation

didn’t  I ’d be beaten by some o f the g^ngs and

and to  make sure o f  my own s a f  

when we were sent to  Japan. I



I could liv e  in  peace in  camp and no longer be c a lle d  an 

inu and informer and wouldn’t  be in  any more danger from the  

Dan groups and th a t I wouldnft  be separated from the fam ily  

and I hpped th a t somehow the war would come to  an end and 

th a t %aybe th e  Government then would l e t  a l l  o f  us go home 

an<* ktart l i f e  over aga in . ‘J f c j
til

do
Ifp
7

9(E) I did not know what I could do u n t i l  we were given  

le g a l advice by Mr. C ollin s in  the c&mp. 0 September 17,

1945, I wrote a l e t t e r  to  Mr. Edward J . Ennis asking iihafcm 

to  regain  my c it iz e n s h ip  and t e l l i n g  th a t I was not in  a normal 

s ta te  o f  mind a t the tim e I renounced and asked to  re trq ct  

the statem ents I made a t my renunciation  hearing. U n til we 

rece iv ed  Mr. C ollins advice I thought th ere  was nothing I could  

do about c a n c e llin g  my renunciation  as I had heard th a t a number 

o f  persons had w ritten  the J u stic e  Department asking to  c ancel 

th e ir  renu n ciation s tut th at they  had rece ived  le t t e r s  they  

couldn’t .

11(D) I reported to  my Local Draft Board on being re lea sed  

from d eten tion  and was not c^ied  afterward because mifi I wax 

over the age l im it .



TATSUMI YAMAMOTO

Z(CJ , >A |
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Feb. 9 , 1959

Memorandum to : Mr. C o llin s

Subject: A ffid a v it  o f Tatsumi Yamamoto 
R eject -  Second, U.S.

The f i r s t  a f f id a v it  o f  June, 1957, was prepared by you, 
and a f te r  the r e je c t io n , another a f f id a v it  o f July 7, 195$, 
was prepared by DP, using a d d itio n a l inform ation furnished  
by Mr. Yamamoto, and answering J u s t ic e  Dept, o b je c t io n s .

The J u stic e  Dept, re jec ted  the a f f id a v it  fo r  the second 
time on Oct. 13, 195$.

Your p en c il n o tes , dated Jan. 30, 1959, do not add 
any new inform ation .

The a f f id a v it  i s  complete and answers the J u stic e  
Dept, o b je c t io n s . Although i t  does not make a d ire c t  

referen ce to the hearing o f Jan. 17, 1946, where he sta ted  
he renounced because he would have been ca lled  an inform er, 

there ^  are sev era l re feren ces in  h is  a f fa d iv it  to  h is  
fea r  o f being considered an inform er, the camp p ressu re, e t c .

From th e  in fo r m a tio n  now a v a i la b le ,  th e r e  i LOthing 
fu r th e r  to  add to  th e  a f f i d a v i t .

DP
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