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3314~C
Hewsll, Californie
September 17, 1945

Department of Justice
Alien Enemy Control Unit
Washington 25, D.C.

Attention: ur. Tom C. Clark, Attorney General
Dear S8ir:

1 am writing to you in regards to my renunciation.
If at all possible, I would like to have it conceled or
would like to be parcoled so that I may leave this center
to Jjoin my fiance who is now on furlough but is expect-
ed to be transferred to Fort Snelling, Minnesota.

iy loyalties have always been and will always be with
the United States., How can one be loyal to & country where
one has never lived and kuow very little about? When 1
renuncisted, 1 would not have been in my right mind. Since
1 was only 20 at the time I took such a step, and 1 was-
n't of legal =ge, 1 thought iV best %o do what my parsats
thought best. The main resson I did sc was to keep peuce
in the home, but now 1 realize that this is no time to
think of the family only. :

A8 far as 1 know, I have never had dual citizenship
nor have 1 ever registered with the Japanese Govermment.
I have never signed expatriastion papers. 1 know my neme
had been turned into the Spanish Consul as requesting for
repatriation with the rest of the family, but I have never
signed papers myself., Since my name was sent in with the
rest of the family's, I wrote asking them to cancel it
for me, Hurther more, 1 would never have gone to my hear-
ing for renunciation had it not been for the Internal Se-
ourity men who came to piek us up. If I had walited until
July for my hearings, my papers would never have been sign-
ed, for by that time pressure from the family and the
residente of our block had subsided considerably. 1 cannot
tell you how greatly 1 had been influenced by the telk of
the people in this camp. False rumcrs can cause so much
damage, but I, like so many pf the misled ones certainly
had to pay & great price to discover it.

I would like to have your earliest attention on this
matter as 1 have so little time to plen for my future,
My filance who has just returned from ten months of herd
overseas duty in the Zuropean theater with the 442nd In-
fantry, is expecting to be sent to Japen as an interpretor
as soon as he completes his training at Fort Snelling. 1.
want to join him as soon as possible for God only knows
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how long he will have to stey in Japen, I love my flance
deerly and I know life will never be complete for me with-
out him., I am also very proud to think he is serving for
his country. Pleasse let me know &s soon as you cen, how
d stand in this matter.

1 have written to you before about two weeks ago, but
as yet, 1 have not received an answer, With this letter
I will enclose a copy of the last letter, If there is
any other information you would like to know, pleuse write
or get in contect with kir. Gunderson, the assistant Pro-
Jject ﬁirootor. Thanking you for your kind attention, I
remain. 5

Sincerely yours,

Katsuye Fukuhara




Dear Sir:

I am writing to you in regard to a letter . wrote quite
some time ago, about the cancellation of my fiancee's renun-
ciation of United States citizenship. i am engaged to marry
Katsuye Fukuhara of 3314 &, Tule lLake Center, isewell, Calif-
ornia, . asked to have you reconsider the facts, as they were
presented to you, after a great deal of consideration on her
part. I also stated that we had plans, whereby my fiancee
would join me as soon as her status was cleared with the De-
partment of Justice, and we could be married &s soon as pos-
sible, before . received another assignment. .n shedding fur-
ther light upon this very important situation which I find
myaeir, 4+« would like to bring the following fTacts to your at-
tention:

When the war broke out between Japen and the United States,
in December, 1941, my filancee's father was interned soon after-
ward, in april, 1942, This was & terrible shock to the fami-
ly, as they were very -merican, in action as well as thought.
They still do not know why he wus taken %0 an internment cemp.
The other members of the the family were evacuated from Tacome,
Washington, to the Tule Lake Relocation Center, after having
been in Pinedale assembly Center. Juring segregation, the Fu-
kuhara femily was transferred to the kinidoka Relocation Cen-
ter in Idaho, in the hope that their father would be able to
join them sooner. They were in kinidoka for approximately 8
months, snd one day they received a notice saying that the fa-
ther would be released to the Tule Luke Center, so the family
came back to join him in Tule Lake, Aafter the famlly arrived
in Tule Lake, the pressure and influence on her parents was
80 great thst, to keep peace at home and with the neighbors,
she took the step of renunciating her United States citizen-
ship. Of course, you can see that she did not do it of her
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own free will, as she was also only 19 years of age at that
time, Because she is not of legal age, it is not right that
this renunciation business was allowed to happen, My fiancee
is very smericanized and I know her loyalty has been, end al-
ways will be to the United States.

1 have been in the service of the United States army for
the past four years, and have served on overseas duty in the
Buropean theater with the 442nd Infentry for the past ten
months, &t the presenttime, 1 em on furlough at Tule Leke
but expect to go back to Camp Beale, California., after be
there a few days, I expect to be transferred to Fort Snelling,
Minnesota, where 1 will complete my training as an interpreter
end, in about 6 months 1 think I will be sent to Japan in the
army of Occupation,

After reviewing these fucts, would you kindly reconsider
the case of Katsuye Fukuhera, that she be released from the
Tule Lake Center, in order that she may join me soon, and we
¢an be married as soon as possible.

Very truly yours,




October 19, 1945

House of Representative
Capital Hill, Washington D, C.

ATTENI' ION: Congressman George T, Miller
Dear Sir:

I, Ken Tanaka, was a soldier with the rating of P.F.C.
#39375934, and was fighting with the 442nd infantry, before
I received my honorable discharge about a week ago. I was
in service since Pebruary 25, 1941, until October 7, 1945,

- I volunteered for overseas duty and I wes in Europe for sbout
ten months, fighting in Germany, Frence, and Itealy. It wes
rather tough fightings at times, but I enjoyed serving for
my country. I came back all the way by plane, and resched
Floride July 27, becesuse I volunteered to go to school and
then go to the Pacific. Then I was shipped to Camp Beale,
walting for further orders to go to Fort Snelling, which I
was more then willing to serve for my country, but due to

the change in the point system, I was given my discharge.

Now I am a civilian agein, and can lead a normal life,
I want to get married end settle down, but my fiancee, Katsuye
Fukuhara, who is2 now at the Tule Lake Center is stopped be-
cause she renounced her American Citizenship, and the same
with her younger sister, I have known them
e long time now, and I know that they are just as loysl to
the United States as I am, or any other American citizen, but
because of the various circumstances in this camp, vere forced
to remounce against their wishes. I want to take my filancee's
fam'ly out as soon as possible so they can get away from all
the pressure and influence and be sble to lead a free and
normal life. Although they asked for renunciation, and the
notices came asking them to go for the hearing, they weren't
planning to go, but on the very last day, just before the
Department of Justice hearing officers concluded holding hear-
ings, the Intermal Security came to their home and made them
g0 to the remunciation hearing. They are not of legal age
yet, and they also haven't got dual citizenship, so I think
that they should be givem a chance to think for themselves
now, and make there own choice. "I didn't go over to fight,"
thinking I had to come back and face a problem like this, "I
went to fight for my country so I can prove the loyalty of the
Niseli's.” The reason for them teking such a step was becamuse
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they couldn't have any freedom in camp, and also because
of pressure of various groups. They have shown and proven
to me, that they are just as loyal to this country as any
American citizen.

I am here at the present time visiting my flencee for
thirty days, and know the terrible circumstances they are
under. I have heard about the terrible things that have
happened to people of the Tule Lake Center, and now I am
here to experience it myself and know how it is. How could
one do as he wishes under such great pro:auro as in this
center.,

I love my fiancee very dearly, and would like to take
her out of here as soon as possible. Her family is more than
willing to =< out and relocats, but because of the two girls
that are unable to go out, they are held back from doing so.
I hove written and they have also written a few times to the
Attorney General, but neither they nor I have received a reply.
I thought I would write to you, asking for your help, so thst
I may know as soon as possible as to what can be done in my
case, I have heard that you have championed both the cause
of the servicemen and the cause of minorities and I do not
know of snyone else to turm to, If my fiancee or I had the
money, we would hire an attorney and try to bring the csse to
court, but I have Just come out of the army after four years

and elght months service and she has been living in this camp
for three =2nd a half years and so we don't have the money.

Any suggestions, or help that you might be able to
glve me will be greatly appreciated. Please send me a reply
at your earliest convience, so that I may make my plans for
the future.

Very truly yours,

Ken Tnnnka'




Honoreble Tom C. Clark

Attorney General of the United Stetes
Department of Justice Building
We.shington, D. C.

Sir;

on s 1915, I sirned an applisction for renunciation of
Urited SEa%es na%ionallEy form at the /. R. A. Sepregation Center situcted at

Tule Lale, l.odoc County, Cel ifornia, ot a perfunstrry eppecrence before a govern-
rent officisl, eand I have received a 1l tter deated i 95, fron
Mr. Herbert wcechsler, Assistant Attorney General, apgrUV1ng he same.

I hereby repudiate, withdraw, retract, and revole the said renunciation
upon the following grounds and for the following reasons:

(1) The cirsumstcnses under whish said renuncistion form was sigred by me
did rot constitute a fair end impertial heiring end was a denial of myr sonsti-
tutioral gueranty of due rrosess of law and of the equcl protestion of the lows;

(2) I vas not = free epent et the time when and the place where said
renunciation form was sirned but wes then end there held in duress an¢ was the
victim of fraud, menace end undue influernce ard misteke of laws

(3) 1 then and there was end sontinupusly fron s 19 49, had
been detained in the said W. R. 4, Sepregetion Center1%§’ﬁgé%ﬁfél autior ¥ty
and was deprived of substantislly &ll my comstitutional rights, liberties,
privileges and irmunities as an Ameriocan eitizen by birth end by choice and
was thusly ciscriminated against solely by reason of the Japanese nationality
of my ancestors;

(L) I was intimidated, coerced, and sompelled to sign the said renurcia-
tion form by threats of physisel violemse to myself (and members of my feamily)
made by a pressure group in said scemp, and by members thereof, and I was ir
sconstent fecr, (cs was my family) thet said threats would be sarried into
execution if I refused to sign it. I was asting under the menzce and fraud
of said group ard its members end the undue influence exerted by them upon me
and I signed said renunciation form under duress.

Besause of the foreroing reasons the seaid renunciction and cpproval there-
of were, ard scch of them is, invelid, null and void.

I am nbdt a citizen or subjest of Japen and I do not and never have owed
or giver that sountry or nation any sllegicnces I am not an eslien enemy. I am
e pative Americar by birth end also by choise. I recogrize as my sovereign
the United Stotes of Amerisca and I give and ever have given the United States
my undivided lovelty and cllegicnce., I have no duel citizenship. PDEXXAR XX XX
R X xRk & g H Llove Jo_dual sitizepship _taroush any aot or
xTJ XX XX X XXXX

— b, 4 XXX h & X
noeptence Lhon my Fedividus ErT nay ed the U, S, T
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Therefore I demand that you withdraw, recsll, scncel, arnd revoke your
approval of said renunciction form.

I em reedy and willing to heve this matter re-opened and a hecring be
granted to me in order to prove thet said renunciation form was signed when
I was rot a free agent in any sense of the words but was acting under duress
end under menecce, frcud and undue influence and mistezke of law,

I respectfully request your immediate consideration of this urgent
matter. '

Very truly yours,

i ) |
L /—M
Neme 200 ~ : ‘
g roEebeuye-Fuleuhara— «

Tule LekePCdrkrdp=C
Newell, California




DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

NOTICE OF APPROVAL OF RENUNCIATION OF UNITED STATES NATIONALITY

To: Katsuye Fukuhara
(born Jen. 11, 1925, Tacoma, Washington)

3314-B-C :

Tule Lake Center

Newell, California
You are hereby notified that, pursuant to Section 401(i) of the
Nationality Act of 1940, as Amended, and the regulations issued
pursuant thereto, your renunciation of United States nationality
has been approved by the Attorney General as not contrary to the
interests of national defense. Accordingly you are no longer a
citizen of the United States of America nor are you entitled to
any of the rights and privileges of such citizenship.

April 17, 1945

Herbert Wechsler

Assistant Attorney General
War Division




CONFIDENTIAL Committee No,z145

(For Use Only of My Attorney) Atty. No.
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Kotsuve Fukuhara A /Y 2 - “ -y
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Female x

Age: 20 years Date of Birth: Month: 1on Dav: 11 Year: jgo5

Plece of Birth: (City) mon... (County) _pierae State)_waan

Permanent ®esidence address at time of evacuation:

15211 Foweaott Ave . Tacoma Jloshinoton

Occupation at time of evacuation!___a+i3ent

Have vou "dual citizenship"?_,

Did you ever have "dnal citizenship"?

If you have or have had dual citizenship, who registered you as

a dual citizen: When:

Where:

Did you ever take eny steps to cancel dual citizenship?

When: ! Where:

What steps were taken to cancel it?

On what date did vou sign a form renouncing vour U, S. citizenship:

Month: Banei Day: Year: 1945

Were vou under 21 years of ape at the time you signed that

renunciation form? . .

pa

Was there e hearing officer present when you signed?

What was his name?_Mr. Rothstein

Did you have a hearing on the metter at that time?_yeg

Did anyone represent you at that appearance or hearing?__ no

If so, who?_ .

e

Did you attend that hearing alone?__ ves If not, who went with

you?

Have you received a letter approving your renunciation? ves

If you have, what date does it bear? Aprhl, 17,1945,

On what date did you receive the letter of approval?’ ___Aug 2. 1945

Who signed that letter of approval?__ Herhert Wechsler

. (Attach the letter of approval and the envelope.)
Did you write a letter revoking your renuncistion before vou received

a letter aporoving your renunciation? no




If you d1d, what dste did you send thet letter in the U. 8.

mail®?

Have you a copy of that letter?

(If you hawe, annex it to this forml
Since receiving a letter from the Attorney General's office approv-
~ ing your renunciation, have you sent a letter to that office or

to the Attorney General revoking your renunc iation? xas..

What date did you send that letter-revoking vour renunciation of

U. S, citizenship?__September 17, November 26 1948

(If you have a copy of that letter revoking your renunciation,
annex 1t to this form.)

Have you served in our militsry forces?

If so, what date did you enroll? When were you

discharged or rclcased from milltary servige?

What type of discharge did vou receive?

What was vour last draft classification?

Did vou refuse to be drafted?

Are you or have you ever been a membecr of the Hoshi Dan, the Hokoku
Dan, Seinen Dén or similar orgsnizations while in camyp, either
becoming such by intimidation, coercion, or otherwise? pg I swith

drew Aug, 1949
Are your parents U, S, citizens?_po s

What are their names: Mitsuo Fukubara(father) Sachi fukubaralmotier)

Have they been relessed from detention?

Have thay becn relocatcd?_Father is going fo Japan. Mothepn-peleeatl

What members of your family, if any, are serving or have served in

the military forces of the U, S.%7___ My husband —Ken -Tonele—m——

Have you registored as an "elien" under the Alien Registration Act

-

of 19407___ves When: Ahout Oviohez 18 1048

Where: Tule Lake Processine Buildin#ho was present with you at that

time, if anyone? nohody Were you represented by

anyone st that time?

Was any hearine given to you at that time?

Who registered you, if you know? not lnown

Did vou protest registering as an alien? nq

Did you write your protest on the form?___no

'Did you file a letter of protest with the rcgistering officer?

no, but I will tada$If so, annox a copy of the letter to this form,)




Have vou signed non-repatristion form asking to stay in U.S.?__yes _

Have you filled out a Department of Justico Repatristion form asking

to be sent to Japan? If vou did, when?

— RO
Where: Before whom did vou appear to

sign that repatriation form?

Did anvone represent vou at that time or were vou alone

Ware vou given a hesaring by anyone

on the question of signing the repatriation form?

If so, by whom?

Did you protest signing that Repatriation form?

Did you write the protest on the form?

Did you file a letter of prctest with the registering officer at

the time you signed it?

What was the name of the officer present when you signed, if you

know?

When, if ever, did you £i11 out a repatriation form for W. R, A,

Social Welfare?___I do not know, Bor my father filled it ont

When did you send a letter cancelling that request? zshout Aug 1945

Do you own anv agricultural l=2nd, a home, or commercial property in

the U, S5.? na If so, where?

The following space is for anv remarks vou care to write!

—-——J;am_maa:ied~_Mw;hnsband_is_dischargad_ﬁrom_xha_anmy_and—héL_




