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Part I. Introduction 

There is scarcely an individual or a group whose lives 

and habits have not been seriously disrupted by the cur rent 

war, and certainly the Japanese and the Americans of Japane se 

descent are not an exception.' During the past year, t he rou-

tines of their lives have been broken by one crisis after an-

other. The attack on Pearl Harbor brought about the first 

shock, bringing fear, tne feeling of helplessness, the fe el-

ing or not knowing exactly what to do. Then came the sa vage 

attacks by misguided Philippino patriots and various go vern-

mental regulations which further disrupted tne patterns ol' 

their daily life. Then came the nysteria in the spring of 

1942 tnat swept asiae all who stopped to question, a wave tha t 

cornminateo an indiscriminate internment of everyone of Japa-

nese descent. The period of nysteria was hard one, a peri od 

of uncertainty and indefiniteness. Many felt relieved w hen 

tney finally learned tne "Day of Judgment". Once in the cen-

ter, however, the evacuees were confronted by anotner s hock, 

the living conditions such as many of them had never drea med 

tney would experience. 

In the centers, the evacuees were forced to suffer inco n-

veniences in housing and sanitation facilities. The barra cks 

were monotonously uniform; all members of tne family we re cram-

med into a single room witn personal possessions limited to 

little more than what tney could personally carry. The dust , 

the heat, the cold, and tne nigh altitude was more than w hat 

some could stand. 
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Most of the evacuees had to find new jobs and had to work 

at a restricted wage scale. There coula be no private enter -

prise in Tule .Lake even though someone might have had t he ini-

tiative to start something. The available consumers' good s 

were limited; prices cnarged were the same as the prices out-

side, but the wages paid could not be compared--in fac t, at 

1'irst there was no assurance that anyone woula be paid a t all. 

The families were thrown togetner so closely that the prox-

imity or the nei&noors seriously restr-icteu one's acti vities, 

riumors of all sorts were rampant, ana it became aiiiicult to 

determine what to believe. Parents naa a greater opportun ity 

to exercise control over their chilaren, but they coula not 

select the environment that tney aesirea. The olaer women had 

more leisure time while the ^irls founa ample opportunit y to 

work ii tuej so aesirea. Privacy became a aream, and court -

ship ana similar activities naa to operate in a different  pat-

tern. 

It was unaer tnese conaitions that the evacuees adjastea 

tnemseives to the life in Tule hake. 

Part II. The Objectives of this Section 

In this paper we snail be concernea primarily with presen t-

ing a rough chronology of the significant events that at tracted 

the attention of the Tule Lake community auring the first half 

jear 01 its existence. a rough chronology 01 events is the re-

fore presented in Part III. There is no definite criterion of 

"significance", ana roughly, the events reported nere ha ve been 
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selected largely with two tnings in mina: 

lj Events which, in the opinion of the observer, 
the community itself considered important. 

2) events which seem important in the light of trie 
analysis given in rart IV. 

The treatment is therefore unueniably subjective in sel ection, 

although every eflort- has been maae to report the various e-

vents as objectively and as accurately as possible. 

In the treatment of "Social Change" in  tart  IV we shall 

be concerned both with the administration ana the commun ity. 

When we speak of a "community", we are referring to the evac u-

ees of the project not so much because of their similar l egal 

statuses, but more because their associations and institu tions 

arise largely, although not entirely, as a result of a comm on 

living in a geographical area. Besioes describing the flu id 

situation, our objective is to outline the nature of the col -

lective adjustment maae by the evacuees to the peculiar  situ-

ations into which they were forcea. On the other hand, we 

cannot ignore the effect of the administration and its a ctions, 

lor they constitute an important factor in the adjustment of 

the evacuees. 

In a normal and relatively stable community there is a 

routine of trie expected, however, the evacuation and rel oca-

tion forced these inoivtduals into new situations for w hich 

there were no already-established routines or behaving.  What, 

then, was the reaction of trie evacuees to the unexpected si tu-

ations? 

We are then interested in the development of patterns of 

relationships that, developed as a result or the peculiar na-
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ture of tne situation. We are interested in finding what th e 

various situations were that called lor new adjustment s, and 

also in the definitions that were given to these situa tions 

"by various factions in the community. We are interest ed in 

seeing wnether any collective adjustments were made to  these 

new situations wnich eventually led to new social struct ures--

new rountines better suited to meeting the situations bro ught 

about by the circumstances. Our interest is therefore in col-

lective behavior--in the random behavior of a people conf ronted 

with a new situation graaually developing and crystall izing 

into a new social order, with new values, new routines , and 

new attitudes. 

Fart III. Cnronology or ¿vents 

On May 27, 1942, the colony received its first grou^ of 

evacuees--an advance crew ol 197 people Irom the Puyallu p As-

sembly Center in Washington, and another group oi 250 fro m 

Portland Assembly Center in Oregon. On June 1, 58 people c ame 

directly irom their homes in Medford, and on the iollowin fo 

day, 2^9 more came from Oregon. On June 5 and 4, 546 mor e 

people came in from Washington, bringing tne total popul ation 

well over 1,000. Many of the members of the Caucasian admin-

Ihe writer has a reeling that many or tne reactions of 
the individuals did not arise out of any peculiarities (cul -
tural or biological) of the people in the centers but rathe r 
out of the peculiar nature oi the situation. btuoies of  C.P.S. 
Camps ana Army camps may provide some interesting data co nfirm-
ing, modifying, or demolishing this notion. 
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istrative personnel had already arrived and were busy hel ping 

p 

the evacuees adjust to the new life. 

The weather was still, cold, dismal rain poured, and snow 

coula still be seen in the hills. The camo was far from com -

plete, and the construction crews were busily putting up t he 

new barracks. Scrap lumber for making furnitures ana fi xtures 

was plentiful and a huge pile was made opposite block 4. A 

canteen was opened lor the benefit of trie colonists on wh ole-

saler's credit and essential equipment was sola for cash. 

Between June 6 and 15, 482 additional colonists came in 

from their homes in Clarksburg. The colony was still rela tive-

ly small. The contacts between the evacuees ana the adminis -

trators were plentiful, and both seemed determinea to make 

Tule hake "trie best relocation center in the country". For 

those who had come from the Assembly Centers, Tule hake seem ed 

like the haven ior which they had waited. True, things were 

not as good as they might have been, but they were told that 

more equipment was on the waj. People strained their minas 

to improvise ways to overcome the inconveniences, such a s the 

lack of furnitures ana partitions. block competed against 

block--in neatness, in the cooking in tne mess halls, in co -

operation with the Caucasians. 
One of the Caucasian administrators remarked: 

"It's amazing how the Japanese people have adapted 
themselves. They are cordial ana helpful. It's a 
pleasure to work with them. 

^Statistics taken from data at Housing Dept. Sakoda has 
written up tne complete list. 

¿Caucasian in the Community Services Division, June 17, 1^42. 
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borne of the comments of the colonists were: 

"Of course, it's not like home, but in time we'll 
be one of the best centers of tne W.h.A."^ 

'You can't complain about a lew inconveniences. 
We're lucky to have what we have. These Caucasians 
are here living with us to help. We should in turn 
co-operate with them." 

"The people in the next block think they have a good 
mess hall, but ours is cleaner. Besides we have the 
best cooks in the camp." 

"Did you see our farm? It's huge. We'll nave fresh 
vegetables ana everything we want ^retty soon." 

When people began coming in from Walierga Assembly Cent er 

on June 16, trie editorial in the Tuleah Dispatch adores se a to 

them read as follows: 

" For surely, you mast realize that this project 
is ours, you ana all the rest that may come and us 
who are here. It Is up to us whether this, the Tule 
Lake Relocation Center, becomes a Shangri-La or not. 
This camp is shooting ror the stars to outdo Hilton's 
fantasy. 

During this Initial period, there was a rush to purchase 

tools ana fixtures to make the rooms as comfortable and a s 

comfortable ana as attractive as possible. Men ingeniou sly 

solved unexpected problems, ana out of scrap lumber bui lt chairs 

tables, shelves, ana closets. Daily, men, women ana child ren 

walked out to the woodpile to pick out lumber that seeme a use-

ful for their purpose. 

One ol the difficulties was water. The hara water caused 

many to suffer from diarrhea. Some got rashes on their sk in. 

On the whole, however, the people seemed to be content. The 

These comments were all maae by Issels in Block which 
later became tne center of resistance against tne admin istra-
tion. Field tootes, June lo, 17,.lb, 1942. 

°Tulean Dispatch, June 20, 1942. 
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general lack oi' supplies, the outhouse latrines (in Wal lerga), 

the general lack oi' work, the lack oi a well-stocked can teens, 

and the curfews oi' the Assembly Centers were things of the 

past. Their anxiety over where they were going had com e to 

an end. Their desire seemed to be to make the center a co m-

fortable place lor them to stay until the ena of trie war. 

Naturally, no one was jubilant about being uprooted, but Tule 

.bake apparently was not as bad as the^ hau expected it to b e. 

The major interest seemed to be in the new friends, that 

were to be made.  AS might be expected, the young people mixed 

rather easily although tnere was some difference betwee n trie 

sophisticated, city-bred northerners and the "nicks" fro m Cal-

ifornia. Tnere was curiosity about the habits and the dress 

oi the strangers. Through casual inquiries over matte rs such 

as the construction oi a porch or the notii'ication oi the Just-

ice Department oi' change of address friendsnips were mad e. 

Perhaps the most common question was, "Where did you  come from?" 

On June lo, the people irom Wallerga began to come to 

Tule Lake--oOO a day until b^ the end of the month they had 

increased the total population to over o,600. On June lo, 

kr. hachford, who was slated to direct the project, vis ited 

the area, but after a week's stay left ior anotner center . 

On the 20th, trie Legal Aid Department was started to hel p the 

colonists in their problems. The Christian Churc) es in itiated 

an ambitious program of services, young people's groups, and 

Sunday bcî oois. Classes began unoei the Adult educati on pro-

gram in various commercial subjects. Block managers wer e ap-

pointed in large numbers b. a coomittee of Caucasians. W ar-
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aens for police and. i'ire duty were organized. As tne vari ous 

blocks bet.an  t o  i'ill witn evacuees, councilmen lor tne City 

Council were elected. 

By tnis time, tne recreational activities were beginning 

their program. A softbali league witn eight teams had al ready 

started. The teams represented various communities i'ro m which 

trie players had come; sucn as, Clarksburg, Salem, and Long view. 

Groups such as tne 4h Club, tennis enthusiasts, ^notogra pny 

club, bô , Scouts, handiwork, choir, and Issei-senr7.11 ( humerous 

poetry) clubs were alreaay under way under tne Recreation De-

partment. 

To help young women who had to work, trie nursery Schools 

were organized and opened with a staff of inexperienced bu t 

eager i.isei girls as teacners. Furniture displays were hel d, 

and contests to see who could make the best furniture o ut or 

scrap lumber were held. During this time, new members of the 

administrative personnel continued to join the project. 0 

The Saturday night dances were well under way, and it 

was here that the first open breach and animosity on a larg e 

scale broke out. Tne dances had been nela since the first 

week to the music of a nickelodian. On June 19, couples from 

Sacramento made their first appearance and the trouble be gan. 

The northerners were apparently accustomed to dancing to 

soft, slow, ano smooth music; whereas those from central 'Ca l-

ifornia preferred to jitterbug. Since the people from tne 

or details, see Billigmeler's report on the Administra-
tion. 
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north had ari ivect in carâ  first ana were in charge or the a ance, 

the Sacraraentons objectea to their style ol aancing ana a emanaea 

that they be given an opportunity to "jive". The northerners 

objectea that there was not enough room lor  j  itterbugging and 

a heatea argument arose over who was to put the nickel into t he 

juke-box. Fear was struck into the minds oi those irom the north-

west- when someone reported that a gang oi tough Sacramento b oys 

were waiting outsiae to beat up the principals concerned in the 

argument alter the aance. Although no one seemed to be defi nite, 

rumors were current that tnere was a big fight alter the aa nce 

ana that someone from the north had been seriously injur ed/'' 

Another coniiict broke out in the oifice oi the Tulean Dis-

patch. The staff or the Wallerga Wasp went into the oil ice of 

the director, Mr. Shirrell, with a letter 01 introauction i rom 

a Caucasian in Sacramento ana aemanaea that tney be allowe d to 

take ovei the 'iulean Dispatch, since the paper was nothin g more 

than a bulletin board put out by unexperienced newspaper men. 

When tne stafi from the northwest heard of this, they beca me 

very unfriendly  LO tne Sacramentons, ana the eaitor refused even 

to speak to the newcomers. Members of the Caucasian personn el 

had to step in to settle the issue ana trieu to give everyone 

a fair chance on the basis of ability. One oi the Sacramento 

boys remarked, "Most of the Washington guys are O.K.; it's ju st 

that aumb bastara Tanabe (the editor) that gets me." Many of 

the colonists irom Washington acunitteu that tne paper wa s not 

too gooa ana remarked that tne eaitor was not particularly bril-

Field notes (IS), June 23, 1942. 
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liant; however, they seemea to resent the manner in which  the 

Sacramento boys tried to take over. 0 

Apparently the Issei from the two regions did not have 

much dii'l  iculty in getting along. The sectional strife was 

one that involvea primarily Nisei. The northerners thou ght:^ 

"Californians are sure funny. They don't nave any 
common sense. Anybody knows that it's hard to jive 
in a crowded room." (female, 19) 

"1)0 they always jitterbug in California? It's all 
right once in a while, out not for every dance. 
Jitterbug.s remind me of savages." (female, 2b) 

"Californians are last aren't they? I hear they 
always £0 around the whore-houses in Sacramento." 
(male, 50) 

"I wouldn't be seen with a California boy. My rep-
utation would be spoilea." (female, 19) 

"Gosh they're black! Don't the girls know how to 
dress?" (female, 24) 

Californians thought: 

"Washington girls sure fix their eyebrows a funny 
way. They smear something on there and make it look 
funny." (female, 21) 

"Washington people are snooty. They think they're 
somebody." (male, 20) 

"Godi They must be in trie stone agesi They never 
jived before!" (male, 19) 

"Do  we have to live with those guys! hell!" (male, 
19) 

Sacramentons were referred to as "California Blacks"; 

northerners were called "T.b. Lilies". Thus, the lirst maj or 

6i?'ield Notes (TS), June 25, 1942 and July 2, 1942. This 
seemed to be the opinion of many of the older Nisei irom  the 
Northwest. 

y These are miscellaneous comments picked up in various 
parts of the camp (library, canteen, mess halls). These re-
marks were all maue by Nisei. 
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misunderstanding broke out with tne arrival of colonists  from 

Wallerga. Tne Wallergans came as a fairly well-integrat ed 

group. They had all lived in Sacramento prior to the eva cua-

tion ana knew each other quite well. Fur trier more, in Wall er-

ga trie individuals haa established themselves in various  po-

sitions ana wished to maintain their status in Tule Lake. 

Naturally, this meant conflict with those who had come  before, 

furthermore, there seemed to be a difference in the back ground 

ana the outlook between tne more- sophisticated urban peop le 

from the north ana the rural people, born ana reared in a com-

munity almost entirely of Japanese. 

Dissens ion  also broke out in  regard to  work in the farm. 

On June lb, Acting Director Shirrell maae an appeal to the 

colonists to  work in the  farm. He  pointed out that the W.h.A. 

had purchased $60,000  worth of ^otato seeds ana that unless 

they  were plantea at once that  money would be lost. On June 

ly, the Tule an Dispatch ran an "iLxtra" on Mr. Shirrell'  s  ap-

peal. It was in the reaction to this appeal that the sin cer-

ity of the War rtelocation  Authority was lirst openly  questioned. 

Many of the colonists voiunteerea for work eagerly. So me 

said: 1J 

"Why aren't you out there working? If I were an 
able-bodiea man, I would go out there ana work. 
Think of it  J  All that potato i,oing to waste. It's 
for the gooa oi the ^eople." (Msei, female, 21) 

"After all, they brought those seeds in here i'or 
our benefit. The least we coula ao is to plant them. 

J The comments were picked up at random, but most oi them 
are those of people in Ward I. Field 1\otes, June 2u, 21,  22, 
ly*2. Some oi the ages are approximate. 
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I've been a farmer ail mv H i e ; it's easy work for-
me." (Issei, male, 5b) 

Thus, many of the colonists volunteered for work on the far m 

to savf- trie seeds. On trie other hand, trie elements of dissa-

tisfaction also began to make known their feelings: 

"Why should 1 give a damn what happens to W.n.A. 
moneyV I nad a fprrr for 30 years and tuey took it 
away from me and shoved me into a durr like this. 
You city eople don't understand: you rever owne • 
anything end raised anythin? Like we did." (issei, 
male, 48) 

"Why sho ild 1 work? There are others to do it ii 
they want to. wow that I'm here, I'm goin> to take 
life easy and wait for the war to end. They have , 
to reed us anyway." (Issei, m- le, 55) 

"Why should we co-operate? Trie dirty "keto" put 
us in here. We should have put u y a fight. We are 
now at the mercy of the damn "keto". They could 
starve us if tne^ want to. Triey are telling us to 
work in the farm or starve. I'm going to show them 
that I'm a real  J ap ane s e wi  th  " y p •••  -1o  -  damashi  " . 
I'm going to show them that they can't bluff me." 
(Kibei, male,  2b)  H 

This is not to say that feelings of antagonism dia not exist 

before; they certainly did after trie evacuation began. how-

ever, up to this point tnose wno had lelt anta 0onistic naa 

managed to keep tneir ideas to triemseives or to their int imate 

friends. It inaj have been because of the fear of reprisals. 

However, with tnis issue, heated arguments arose between groups 

of colonists. issei argued against Issei; Kibei argued agai nst 

Kibei--it was a disagreement between those who wished to co-

operate and those who did not particularly care. 

Thus, we can see that during the perioo of initial adjust-

ment, on the whole, the colonists were co-operative. Howe ver, 

11: !his man was arrested during negistration 
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after the arrival of Sacramentons in large numbers, aiss ension 

began to rise ana those who questioned the wisdom oi co- oper-

ating maae known their opinions.. uoals to make Tule Lake  the 

"best relocation center in the country" were set, but b y the 

ena of June sectionalism and suspicion of the "keto" crep t in 

as threats to the realization of that goal. 

On June 24, the movement from Wallerga was completed an d 

there began about this time a long peiioa that we might roughl y 

label as one of "random behavior". It was a period in which 

people seemed to be disturbed about one thing or another and 

yet a period in which tnere was no unity in the definit ion of* 

situations or in action. 

On that date, the W.ft.A. officially announcea the wage 

scales which were to be effective in the centers. Profe ssional 

workers were to be paid ^19; skilleo workers, ijplo; ana  unskilled 

workers, $>12. It was also announcea at that time that eve ryone 

would be expectea to work 200 hours a month ana that anyon e wlio 

did not work would be charged ^20 a month for himseli and each 

i c? 

member of his family ior room ana board. ^ 

Many other significant things occurred auring this p eriod. 

The post office on the project was officially named "Jew ell"; 

trie work in the hospital got under way ana a regular sche dule 

was announcea; tne library got under way with donations; the 

building of a factory was announcea. On the 27th, lb - and 19-

year olas registered xor the ¿elective Service. The B uddhists 

began their services. A plan for a shoe repairing shop was a n-

^ Tuie an Llspatcii, «June 24, 1942 
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nouncea. ahe University or California Club was organize d. 

un the 2otn or June,  2,o00 evacuees irom the Arboga Cen-

ter in iviarysville began to come into Tule hake. These people, 

along with those who arrived from Waller*..a, haa a consi derably 

more aifricjj.lt time in aajustin c; tnemselves than tnose wno 

had come before. Lumber was now no longer as abundant as it 

was before, for tnose wno came first haa taken the best p ieces 

for tneir orches ana other fixtures; or, if they had eno ugh 

lor tnemselves, they were hoaraing lumber for friends w hom 

they expectea. There was a serious lumber crisis. The late-

comers naturally objectea when they were unable to get even 

scraps  wl-  Lie the others had porches ana piles of lumber neaped 

up besiaes their barracks. Construction work was nearly o ver, 

and left-over lumber was  aurr,  ea opposite Blocks 3o ana 57. 

Wardens were posted to guard the scrap pile. In order to ^i ve 

as many people as possible an equal opportunity to ge t lumber, 

the officials deciaed that no one would be allowed to  t o into 

the lumber area until o o'clock p.m. During the day, the truc ks 

dumped trie wooa in piles. The demand lor lumber was so ret t, 

however, that wardens were simply unable to hole off the m obs 

after 5. Once there was a break, there was a mad rush for the 

wood by hundrear of people wno tore at eacn other to >_et as 

much as possible. The daily rushes were wild scrambles--t he 

people resembling packs of hur-ry wolves tearing after the o nly 

food left in the world. It was like a stampede--a matte r of 

each individual for himself. 

The newcomers also Hooded into the canteen and the daily 

sales soared to about $1,500. Many who haa thrown things a way 
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had to purchase many items since they expectec. to stay in Tule 

Lake for the duration. Many who had come to the project e x-

pec ting to find nothing flooded into the store to buy co nveni-

ent items. Household furnishings ana tools were solo rapid ly. 

The large turnover of goods led to some apprehensions about 

excessive profits.-^ 

On June 29, the Army  be, .ar  "to censor mail leavin.  ,  Tule 

i-ake. Apparently a corporal had started censoring car as per-

sonally and when reprimanded by Mr. bnirrell haa taken u A, the 

matter with his commanaing officer, Captain Patterson. T he 

Captain ana ivir. Shirr  ell  haa a heatea argument on tne matter 

ana it seemea that tne latter won. wot to be outaone, howev er, 

the Caj'tp.in went to his superior officer and secured per mission 

to censor all letters. ,/hile tnis controversy was goin c on, 

all letters were held up. The official censor who was to ao. 

the work aia not arrive as scheduled; so Captain tatterson de-

ciaea to let his own men reaa the mail. There was apparen tly 

no set standard of what one could write and what one coul a not 

write; the men wno were, censoring the letters aia not - know them-

selves. The matter was finally.taken up with the ban Fra ncisco 

office of the Fourth Army ana on July 7, the censorship w as 

lifted. 1* 

The incident aia not upset tne colony to an^ extent. Per-

haps this was because many of the issei ana lyjisei expect ed some-

thing of this nature anyway. Wnen tne block managers anno unced 

1  ̂  
'-Detailed data on canteen sales are in the section on 

"Economic Institutions". l^Field Notes (TS), July 1, 1942 
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that all letters except business letters ana mail headed lor 

army camps were to be taken to the post oi'iice unsealea , there 

aia not seem to be too much objection. Naturally, a few we re 

disgruntled, but this issue attractea less attention th at many 

otrier seemingly less important things. 

In July the timperature rose considerably. The mess hal ls 

were so hot during lunch ana supper that everyone was just 

batned in sweat as ne came oai. During the days, the wor kers 

had to lose themselves in whatever tney were ooj.ng t o forget 

the neat, while the older- people and cn^laren sat or play ed 

in the shady side o1 the barracks. it was in tnis neat that 

the many conflicts occurred. 

Because of the loose control exercised by the administr a-

tion, many of the pro-Japanese elements in trie center be  ,an 

to be more articulate. Paradoxically, this pro-Japanes e feel-

ing became very apparent at trie Fourth ol July celebrati on. 

In spite or the very patriotic items listed officially in th e 

lulean Dispatch, 15 the sentiment oi many Issei ana Kibei came 

out strongly in the program for the day. The day's cele bration 

began with the singing ol songs such as "The Star Spangle d Ban-

ner" and "uod bless America". During the afternoon, "sumo " 

and a number oi softball games attracted attention. It  was 

in the evening that the sentiments 01 some factions ca me out. l b 

About 7 o'clock, on the outdoor platform, ivir. Shirr ell 

1 5 The official program can be found in the T'ulean Dispatch 
July  5, _ 1942.  £ — 

l u l t was not for almost a month that the officials found 
out what actually went on during the Fourth ol July ce lebration 
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gave the aaare^s oi the dsy in which he stateu that, the A meri-

cans would triumph in the war. As the interpreter began t o 

translate that section of tie talk, he w^s reeted by phr ase«? 

such as "sore de 11  j 11 and "wakatta, wakatta!  "  (that 1 s  enough 

ana we understand) indicating that the  J a  anese-speakin au-

dience throughly disapproved of what was being saia. 

Later in the evening during an Issei entertainment, "na-

niwabushi" ana "ahodarakyo" were sung praising Japanes e soldiers 

i  7 

ana glorifying Japan. The administration thought that tii ey 

were being democratic by letting trie colonists ^ '.ebr ate in 

their own way, but some irresponsible inaividuals realizi ng 

tne lan .uage handicap committed tnese rasn acts. besiaes this 

performance, a "bon oaorl" 10 was held in the firebreak opposite 

Block 4; this, however, was innocuous. 

During early July., the interests of the colonists seeme a 

to vary. For the first two weeks, long lists were issuea every-

day or every otrier day containing the names oi people who were 

to receive their "i.a. tags" (iaentif"ication caras) to  facili-

tate the payment of wages. There was considerable speculat ion 

over what center was to be r located in 'rule bake next; many 

ex^ectea Portland or Puyallup, while some even expect ed Tanfor-

jarx. Many were interested in trying to get their iriend s or re-

latives transferred to live with them on the project. A de mand 

^'"Ahodarakyo" is an impromptu performance, the prima ry 
objective of which is to make people laugh. It is not neces sa-
rily patriotic ana can be on any topic. 

ld'igon odori" is a festivial group dance, originally a 
part oi Buadhist ceremonies. In America it nas lost much oi 
its religious significance, ana has become an almost p urely 
recreational pastime. 
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was made lor rice and "tsukemono" 1^ in the mess halls. There 

was considerable interest in the "bon oaori" wnich were st ill 

being held. 

h. barber shop was opened next to canteen no. 1. a secona 

canteen was opened, ana the discussion oi canteen profit s be-

gan. The City Council created a Judiciary Committee to hand le 

misdemeanors in the colony, ana a lew aays later a neate a light 

broke out in Mess 2o. negistration for school be^an, ana the 

Stuaent nelocation Committee got under way in the center . On 

trie oth, some of trie people who had worked in hay were ^aid , 

ana this increased the.talk about wages. 

On tne 4th or July, Salinas people moved in, ana on the 

lJtn, some evacuees from the "White Zone 1' began to  r our into 

the center at the rate of' 5U0 a aay. This once again br ought 

to fore the problem of noarQin^ lumber ana more conflict s oc-

currea. On the loth, the "White ¿one" movement was over, a nd 

on the following day, people began coming in from rineaai e 

assembly Center.  r ihis stoppea most speculations about who 

was coming to the center next. 

On July il, those wno had workea in Wallerga during th e 

month oi May were ^aia. On the following aay, the hour of 

necoraea Classical husic maae its aeout; this program conti-

nuea to be held weekly until cold weather in November ma ae 

it impossible to conLinue. The first Community Forum was  hela 

on July 15 on the to Pic, "Msei Citizenship--How Can We ^re-

serve It?" and f'eaturea Mr. hawin tergusson, regional attorney 

•^rickled vegetables 
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for the W.R.A. The Forum was highly successful, drawing a 

larger crowd than any subsequent discussion. on July 16 , the 

possibility of repatriation to Japan was announced, but t his 

did not cause much disturbance in the routine. On July 19, 

a "bon oaori" festival was hela at the Outdoor Platform , ana 

on the following day, the education for  co-operatives be ;an 

under the direction  01 for. ^lbertson. On the 20th, trie lulean 

Dispatch became a daily paper. on the 24th, it was annou nced 

that the cam. was almost full now that the rinedale moveme nt 

was over. 

During this period, trie discontent was obviously  •  rowing . 

The days were extremely hot, the temperature ranging betwe en 

95° and 106° during the day. Since it was so hot, the peopl e 

began adopting the practice of sprinkling water on the  c rounds. 

This practice and the frequency at which people were forced 

io take showers created a strain on the water supply, and trie 

administration had to make a warning about wasting wate r. 

One of the major bones oi contention was the wage scale. 

On the one hand, there was the complaint on the part of m any 

or the older M s e i that they were not bein^ paid enough. O n 

July 15, the City Council demanded a new wage scale sett ing 

«̂ 40 as the maximum wage level. This, however, was not t rie 

major problem. 

Serious problems were created when many competant peopl e, 

especially Issei, reiused to take responsible posit ions. Since 

those who were supervisors and foremen were disliked b̂  man y 

Tulean Dispatch, July 24, 1942 
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ol the men, the competant men often refused to take the res -

ponsibility ii their compensation was to be only more per 

montn. Many people felt that since trie difference in the wa 6e 

levels was so small anyway, everyone ought to be ^aia a un i-

form wage. many oi the Issei claimed that they aio not minc i 

bein^ paia a few aoliars less tnan some youn^ wisei college 

graduate, but that it was tne idea of bein£ subordinate i n 

status that disturbed triem. The discussion went on very Heat-

edly until txhe middle ol July and then be .̂an to die do wn. 

Man^ had already ior-^otten the issue wnen it was discus sed 

at the second Community Forum on "uniform Wage Scales" nel d 

on Ju±y 27. The forum revived the interest temporarily^ b ut 

tne subiect died down. 

¿inotner to^ic that was the center of concern during" th is 

period was the matter of excessive canteen proiits. Th is is-

sue made it very difficult for the co-operatives to make an y 

Headway in trie colony, since the issue was contused. The com-

plaint was tnat tne canteen was making so much proiit tnat it 

ou-ht to cut its prices. The colonists felt tnat since mo st 

people did not have too much money anyway, it was much be tter 

to have low ¿-rices at once than to get vague promises f rom tne 

W.ri.A. (which tney nad begun to distrust by now) that t he pro-

fits would be distributed to tne colony. Tne complaints became 

so bitter that on duly 17, tne 'luleari uisnatch revealed the 

amount oi proiits in June--#5,315.00. 

This announcement, as might be expected, brought out a 

new barrage of protests. The arguments pro and con then  began 

to involve the co-operatives which had been announced. S ome 
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felt that the W.R.A. should operate the stores ana sell t hings 

at cost; otners felt that the co-ops should take over and  dis-

tribute the prolits; otners i'elt that canteens were ent irely 

unnecessary since the W.rt.A. was supposed to provide a ll essen-

tials anjwaj. The most ire^uent argument used was that chi ld-

ren could not resist candy ana soda water and the fathers o f 

large families would be destitute unless some change wa s mace. 

Accusations were made against the W.rt.A. lor not provid ing 

such items as clothes hangers, wnich were on sale in the can-

teen. This issue, which be c an in June, continued even to win-

ter- and did much to discredit the sincerity of the W.n.A . in 

trie eyes ol trie colonists. It was claimed that tne W.rt .A. had 

promised to provide necessities; ana now tnat such items were 

being sold, there were suspicions of "graft". 

hor  were tne difficulties only those between the adminis-

tration and the colonists. The colonists bickered am ong them-

selves as well. Early in July, in the Sacramento area, Ward s 

11 and III, much resentment was developed against two profes -

sional men--attorney Walter Tsukamoto and Dr. George Iki. Both 

were older Nisei who had dealt with Issei before and  had built 

up reputations in Sacramento. Because of their a^e an d refuta-

tions and because of ivir. Tsukamoto's connections with the J.A.-

C.-b. ,  tne two men were given considerable authority in Waller , a 

Assembly Center. They were in many ways the liaison men between 

tne administration and the evacuees tnere. The conditio ns in 

Wallerga were a^arently none too good, iooa be^ng terri ble for 

one thing, and no one bein i:  ^aio or r-eceiv^n b ciothin£ allow-

ances for another. Since the two men were on such .ooa term s 
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with the Caucasians, many of the people concluded that th e 

administration, with the co-operation of Iki ano Tsukamo to, 

had "chiseled in' 1 on the government allowances to better their 

own personal ends. This accusation, that they had cons pired 

with the hated "keto" to rob their fellow Japanese, was a ser-

ious charge, and since it was a charge that was difficult t o 

disprove, the stories spread rapidly and the resentment became 

21 
very strong. Some of trie comments were: 

"Dr. Iki Is a ^ooa doctor, but he mixes in with po-
litics. It's too bad that he can't go straight." 
(iMisei, female, 29) 

"Tsukamoto and his cigar-smoking cronies were always 
a bunch of grafters anyway. " (biisei, male, 23) 

"The sooner we get rid of "inu" (dog) like that the 
better." (Issei, male, ¿6) 

by the time the stories reached other sections in the ca m.,, 

they had grown considerably. "Actual proof" was presente d; 

such as, the men and their families ate "sukiyaki" in the ho s-

pital with the "keto", and people who could nave been sa ved 

died because of neglect. The feeling against these men p roved 

to be very important in the subsequent happenings in the ce n-

ter  . 

The fight in Mess 26 early in July and the one in Mess  4 

* toward the end ol the month created some antagonism betwee n 

Kibei and M s e i elements in the center. In Mess 2b, the ch ief 

cook (a Kibei) had told his crew to take home meat from trie 

mess hail since the deliveries were not large enough to fe ed 

21 
. These comments were taken at random from various parts 

of the Sacramento area. 
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meat to the whole block anyway. He apparently felt that I t 

would do little good to give the peofjle insignificant po rtions 

of meat anyway. Unfortunately, one of the cooks who was car-

rying the meat home in a can dropped it when several people 

were looking on. Immediately a protest went up, ana the mes s 

crew walked out. When the people in the block got togeth er 

to cook themselves, the chief cook came back to watch t hem and 

heckled them. Words lea to more words ana finally some blow s 

were struck. In tne eyes of many Nisei, the hot-tempered Ki-

bei cook was at fault. 

On July 27, one of the residents in Block ^ complained 

in the 'rulean Dispatch tnat he was "fed up" with the beans , 

stew, and "slop suey" that was served in rotation. The hiDei 

ana the Issei in the block were angered at the editor oi t ne 

paper for including such an item which they considerea t o be 

a "disgrace to the colony" because It seemed like a complai nt 

to the "keto", ana they threatened to beat him up. Only t he 

pleadin£ of other Issei who thought it woula be a greater  dis-

grace to commit violence saved the man. 

These two inciaents were widely aiscussea in the colony, ' 

and many iMisei were of the opinion that the Kibei were too 

"hot-headed" ana were trouble-makers. Needless to say,  this 

aia not improve relations in the community. 

Another- matter that became the source for concern was t ne 

fear on the part of many mothers that their daughters' were n ot 

behaving as well as they might be. ¿tumors were -.oing about 

the camp that there were 2J0 unmarried girls who wer e seeking 

abortions in the hospital. The mothers in Block 4 held a mee t-
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ing early in July to plan ways and means oi combatting the 

matter. They decided not to let their daughters out unle ss 

some better arrangement could be made to insure their dau gh-

ters' coming home earlier and to avoid sex troubles. Mothe rs 

complained that dances ended at 11 and their daugnters di d 

not come home until 3 in tne morning. They complained that 

the conditions ol' the camp were too conducive to miscondu ct, 

borne suggested that each block hold dances or tneir own and 

nave them invitational so that some control could be had ov er 

tne ty^e of people attending. humors continued to circulate 

and mothers continued to worry and complain, but tne i nterest 

in tne matter gradually died down. 

During tne latter part of July, the Census Office (hecords 

Office) began to survey tne camp. All persons over 16 were 

required to answer questions. On July 2b, the hed Gros s Invest-

igating Committee came through tne center. It seemed th at the 

State Department had become perturbed about an article in the 

hew Kepublic about tne centers and had requested, the hed C ross 

to investigate. The staff was notified ahead oi time and we re 

warneo. to be careful of what was said in tne presence ol the 

investigating committee.^ interest was also hi in some cir-

cles during this period about absentee voting; only a com para-

tively small number actually voted, however .^ On July 31, 

considerable grumbling occurred when, in accordance wit h Army 

oroers, a midnight census was taken in the.city. Many f elt 

^F ie id iMotes (TS), July 27, 1942. 
'¿¿Actual numbers were printed in the 'rulean Dispatch. 



Page 11 

that people coula have been counted just as well at 9 o'clo ck. 

by this time, the reeling 01 the coionists toward the 

center haa changed considerably from that of May ana ear ly 

June. There was no longer the feeling of thankfulness to th e 

Caucasian staff. There was in its place growing distrust  ana 

fear. Many felt that the place was unbearable, ana the new s 

01 July 51, that citizens woula be allowed to leave the ce nter 

was taken with considerable  0 lee by some, although many aia 

not take the matter- seriously. The anti-keto feeling was be-

ginning to rise, and those who were closely associated wer e 

considered as "inu" ( d o g ) . M a n y fearea that in the winter, 

the snow mignt block the train ana that the Caucasians m ight 

leave tne Japanese to starve to aeath ana began aryin^ looa 

that they  t  ot from the mess halls. 

Several minor tilings occurred that were irritating to 

some of tne colonists. Toward the end of July, mosquitoes 

swarmed over the cam y . Since the barracks were without screens, 

some oi the people were considerably inconvenienced. A nother 

thing that irritated many was the bank. The Bank of Ame rica 

in Tule hake haa corriplainea to the project that tnere w as not 

enough business in the camp to warrant their senaing a man once 

a week. However, every time the bank man came people st ood in 

lines ior hours in the baking sun. The bank man often came se-

veral hours late; sometimes he aid not come at all on the a ppointea 

2 4 By "dog" the Japanese are not referring to canine. They 
mean that the person is a "stool-pigeon". This is one of  the 
most serious charges that coula be maae. 

25 See the Tulean Dispatch, July 25 and July 50. 
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day. The bank charged lji for every check cashed--even for d e-

posit! Some of the comments were; 

"So re mi. Keto no yatsu wa baka ni shite va- aru." 
Look at that. Tne "keto" us., 
I O Q C. +� OMO 1 <-> , W \  * ' (Issei, female, 4b) 

"Those bastaras think they got us by tne balls and do 
anything they want. Just wait and see. Some da^ 
they'll get theirs." (Kibei, male, 26) 

"What the hell is this anyway? These  6 uys are robbers. 
1 don t nave to ao business with them. I'm not going 
to. The hell with them." (Msei, male, 27  J  • 

It was difficult to find anyone who had kind feelings abo ut the 

bank. They patronized it only because of necessity. 

Anxieties grew about this tune. There was apprehension a-

bout trie pay checks early in August, lor June workers had not 

yet been ^aid. In spite  01 the almost unbearable heat, there 

was some anxiety over what would happen in the winter and people 

began banking up the sides of their barracks. This was fin ally 

done throughout the camp under tne supervision of the bloc k ma-

nagers. Grumbling about the canteens continued, and th e people 

in Ward III signed petitions requesting that no cantee n be set 

up in their ward. It was about this time that organized p rotest 

began. 

Thus we see that by early in August the life in Tule L ake 

naa onanged. There »as one disagreeable incident alter a nother 

making it extremely oinieul t to live haz i ly . Attitudes had 

cnangea considerably from co-operation to antagonism and distrust. 

Strife was plentiful. 

un August 7, plans were begun lor self-government in the 

colony through the City Council. The W.h.A. adopted a p olicy 

or giving all power to the M s e i . Not only were many of the  M -
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sei unwilling to assume this power, but this decision also 

helped to crystalize the discontent among the issei. Abo ut 

this time, the huge cast iron stoves lor the winter coldn ess 

were uistriuuted throughout the camp. On the lJth, a Comm u-

nity rormur. was held on education in Tule Lake. 

The delivery 01 the huge coal stoves (three I'eet high ) 

caused many to think ol the winter. There was some concern 

about lood deliveries and about coal. The administration ex -

perienced some difficulties in recruiting coal workers b ecause 

it was a dirty job ana ^aia only ¡jpl2 a month. 

There were other seeds ol discontent. The i-ineaale pe o-

ple who had just come in found themselves without lumb er or 

even plaster board in their rooms. furthermore, they found 

that most of the desirable jobs were already taken and t hat 

it was dii'i icult to break in.  AS those who had enjoyed a re-

latively high status in the Assembly Center- tried to mai ntain 

their status, contiicts ensued. This conflict, however, wa s 

largely one between the Iviisei. kany of the rssei did not s eem 

to care enough about working to make an issue out ol jobs . 

Another source oi dissension was the breaking ol the ces s-

pool opposite block 34. The concrete structure hao been buil t 

by Army ineers. When the nisei engineers in the center 

pointed out that the ¿round was too soit and tne water leve l 

too high lor- such a heavy structure, the Army men and tn e ad-

ministration ignored them and went ahead. The ground was  too 

soit and one part of the structure caved in, breaking pip es 

and creating a stench that could be  sine  Ilea in all ol Ward III. 

This odor did not help. (Field î otes (TS), August 6, 194 2. ) 
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The weather'did not help the situation either. It was 

still almost unbearably hot. however, when the wind blew , 

the dust became so thick that sometimes it was diffi cult to 

see the next barrack. Whirlwinds swept through the camp, b reak-

ing windows and spraying on a new layer oi dirt and dust. 

Needless to say, this dia not help the morals. 

On August 11, a Mr. O'Brien ox W Oil ice of War Infor-

mation came to the center. He met with a group of Issei a nd 

Nisei on the following day and indicated to them that the O. W.I, 

was concerned over reports that American, prisoners in Japanese 

hands were being mistreated and that they wished to hav e some 

of the people in the relocation centers broadcast to Jap an 
Ob 

to assure the warlords that everything was ail right ner e.-

He was aavised not to ask publicly lor volunteers ior suc h 

a broadcast, ana he acce x,tea the aavice given at this time. 

On August 12, the Tulean Dispatch carried an item stating 

that trie canteens had aone $74,000 oi business during th e month 

or July. This naturally irritated those who had been arguin g 

against canteens. The interest in the subject was height ened 

the next aay, when canteen #3 burned in one oi the biggest 

Iires in the history of the camp. 

At about 4:30 in the morning oi the 15th, the siren screec hed 

tne lire warning. Since it was the first major lire for m ost 

oi trie inhabitants, many ran out to see what it was. ine f lames 

were so big that they coula be seen several wards away, s hooting 

26Ivir  o«Brien met with a selectea committee of issei, fci-
sei, and Kibei, chosen for the conference by i,r. Oooie, trie 
reports Officer. See diary of iiugust 12, 1942. 
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into the sky. There was a beaiam 01 noise. firewagons das hed 

towara trie lire irom the three firestations. People ra n madly 

in the airection 01 trie fire, dressing on their way. Thos e 

who lived nearby quickly began packing their valuables. 

fortunately, the riremen ano the wardens were able to keep 

tne situation under control. The wardens immediately cl eared 

trie vicinity of tne lire 01 all spectators. Armed with sticks 

thej patrolled the area. The firemen efficiently fought the 

flames and brought them under control within a few minut es. 

Thanks to trie line work of these crews, only the front p art 

of the canteen went down. 

Among those who were watching, there seemed to be three 

theories as to how trie blaze be t  an: (1) electrical trouble, 

(2) spontaneous combustion, and (5). "fire-bu b" (including two 

possibilities: a maniac and a person against canteens). Among 

27 
some of the typical comments were: 

"I'm certainly glad it wasn't someone's home that 
burned down." 

"Lucky no one was hurt." 

"The canteen burned down. We never wanted it in 
this ward anyway." 

"on boy, now we can have a fire sale." 

"I left my shoes in there lor repair. I wonder what 
happened to my shoes." 

¡_\o one seemed to be too concerned about the fact tnat the can-

teen Durnea down, little realizing that the store bel onged to 

the colonists. humors were current that the canteen was not 

These comments were typical; almost everyone-in the la-
trines and amon u the crowd-wer< making remarks oi this nature. 
bee  field Notes, 8/13/42. 
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covered by insurance because no company would take the ri sk. 

Some were actually glad that what they thought to be the m oney-

robbing canteen had burned. 

Ine fire brought to lore several questions that had been 

discussed u^ to this point. lviany oi' the Issei who ha a argued 

against canteens naa tnought that it was an instrument ti irough 

which the vtf.ri.A. coulu. take back irom the Japanese tlie meagre 

salaries that they earned (salaries naa not yet been ^aid ). 

Thus, they may have felt hap^y about the lire. However, ma ny 

learned witnin a few days that the stores belonged to t he peo-

ple and that the people woulu suffer the loss if there wer e 

p Q 
any. ° Some oi the reactions were: 

"As long as they make money, tne "keto" take it all; 
as soon as there is a loss, they charge it to the 
Japanese. it's just like the "keto"." (Issei, male, 
olj 

"If it was our store, why didn't trie, let us run it? 
We asked tor low ^rices, but they keep on setting 
it. Now they tell us it's ours because they lost 
something." (Issei, male, ob) 

Along with this grumbling about the canteen proiits came 

¿ruiablin about wa c es. Everyone seemed to be spending money--

especially those with many children--and some had exhaus ted 

their meagre sav n s. Since no one had yet been oaid their 

June wa ;i es, the demand grew tor the payment oi somethin . Some 

ar/ ued that trie "keto" never haa intended to ^ay anywa y and used 

the tardiness as an exa;^ie of the insincerity oi the Cauca sians. 

Another incident occurred that heightened the ill-feelin g 

between the administration and the colony. On August o, some 

^ The store was f ul  J..  covered by insurance. 
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irresponsible Issei made some  uncon, 1ementar;  remarks about 

Caucasians. At an issei entertainment on that date, when all 

Caucasians were occupied elsewhere at some party, the an nouncer 

said over the public address syste:.: "Since there are no "keto" 

here ton 1" lit, we can say no any thin t>^t we please. 

° statement was preceded  n na followed by "naniwabusi i" ana 

"ahodarakyo 11, son 0s and acts which lori'ied Japan. some of 

trie son 0s -lor if iea  the Japanese  Array.  ̂  Some of the Issel 

wno attended were shocked; others apparently aic not thin k :iuch 

about it ana simply had a gooa time. 

It was not long that rumors began to spreao. throughout 

the camp that tr e man who haa been announcer hae, been arre sted 

b y the  ]:•'. B.I.  ana haa been sentenced to 20 years in prison. 

This rumor aia the rounas before the Caucasians in the a« linis-

trative personnel even knew about the incident. The feel ing 

ran hi^n, however, ana there was Open antagonis n against  the 

administration. When the man in charge of Issei recreati on 

•2 I 

was discharged, ^ this was taken as proof that the aamin istra-

tion knew oi the incident ana the hunt b<5gan  l  or tne stool-pi-

geon. •ZQ 

H 1  ew days later, after inany wild hunches, '" one ol tne 

block managers was accusea oi being tne stoo-pigeon.  tie  re-

OQ 

^Actually, tnis statement was inaae in connection with 
somethin else. There is a Y/.ft.A. r-ulin L against soliciting 
donations, ano tne announcer, in asking for uonations, wa s 
remarking that no one woula ;mow the difference anyway. 

^O"Ahoaarakyo" are not patriotic son,s; they are to make 
the people laugh. 

o l The man was discharged for other reasons. he haa not 
followed one oi tne recreation director's oraers. 

^Christian ministers were accusea of "squealing". 
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ceivea an anonymous letter (in perfect hnglish) threat ening 

his liie. Wardens were asslgnea to guara his house ana naa 

to cnase away youni Kibei groups armea with' two-by-iou rs. 

Everyone "knew" who the "stooiie" was ana everyone seeme a to 

he out to "get" him. The Kibei ana Issei elements were up 

in arms; tne M s e i iookea on with miia interest. 

On August 14, a committee 01 Issei, M s e i , and Kibei re-

presentatives met with Mr. Waller or tne recreation sta ff to 

settle the Issue. Apparently Mr. Waller haa founa out about 

tne inciaent somenow in tne meantime. At that time, the.ad -

ministration (represented by kr. Waller) bent over backw aras 

to let tne incident go--providing there could be some gu aran-

tee that the thing would not happen again. rlans were ma de 

lor an Issei recreation committee to supervise all Issei' en-

tertainments. The conilicts aid riot settle down nere,  lor 

some of the Issei refused to co-operate with m e new committ ee, 

and those who had been perlorming in the programs taggea a long 

with the man who was discharged. This issue, nowever, w as 

overshaaowed by other events. 

rrom the iirst of Au 0ust there haa been much ¿rumbling 

on tne project farm. Claims wore made 01 mismanagem nt, in-

competence, ana poor labor relations on the part oi the C au-

casian personnel. Complaints were frequent about non- payment 

or wa 0es, failures to issue clothing, lack of provision for 

mess halls on the farm, etc. There were conflicts betwee n .the 

Caucasian aivislon ana section heaas, ana contradictor y oraers 

were frequently ^iven. promises maae by the star!' to  0 et gloves 

shoes, clothing, anu wages were not kept. Finally, on Augu st 
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lo, the farmers went on a strike, demanding wa 6e payments, 

clothing ana equipment, ana better looa. The strike was  ac-

tually precipitated by the breakfast served that morning : two 

pieces oi breaa per person and tea. 

The strike soon became general, except lor essential s er-

vices, i.e., the mess halls ana the hospital. Negotia tions 

were carried through with the Caucasian stall (although th e 

project director was absent in San Francisco) ana the admin is-

tration promised to meet the strikers' conditions. I n gener-

al, the community reaction was divided. kany JMisei sho wed 

little interest in the situation: others opposed the a nti-ad-

ministration attitudes of the Issei iarm workers. Some oi 

the INiisei  said:  ^ 

"What the- hell! If those dumb Issei knew what the 
score was, they wouldn't raise such a fuss." (male, 
2b) 

. "1 don't see any reason why I have to quit work just 
because some old farm men want me to. Why should 
IV" (female, 21) 

"II the farmers want to have a strike, it's their 
own damn business. I don't want to get messed up 
in this one." (male, 24) 

"Do you think the soldiers will come In"2 Alter all 
you can't strike against trie overnment." (male, 
19) 

borne ol the Issei commented: 

"if we must have a strike, let's have a strike. 
But if we must have one, let's do it cleanly and 

S^These comments were picked at random from various sec-
tions, or the camp. 

•^These comments were picked at random throughout the 
camp. Most of the comments were overheard in various situa -
tions, and since the writer did not know the people, a rou gh 
estimste is giv n or their ages. 
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ana get it over witn like real Japanese ana not let 
it ara ; ; on like a bunch ol women." (male, c. bJ) 

"1 don't think we can ao much here in this camp, 
alter- all th' "keto" nave been takin aavanta .e or 
us for a lorn time. but now tnat it's star  tea,  let's 
see it through to the ena like men." (male, 56) 

"These aamn "keto" promise ana promise. They nave 
smootn tongues, but their hands never catch up with 
their tongues. They'll probably give us more pro-
mises now." (male, c. 40) 

"It is wron t  to right and to start trouble, but once 
something is started, men see it tnrougn. We should 
try to settle all the aî  ficulties as soon as possi-
ble ano live in peace." (female, c. 70) 

"I really don't know why these ten ire so excited. 
After ail, we have a tolerable existence. You can't 
expect anything from the cursed "keto" aryay. We 
shoul  -  be thankful  ti  at we are t̂i'il alive." (ie-
male, c. 60) 

A car -wide mass  me e tin,;  was held or.  Sur da-  evenir- , Ar-

ust 16, at which t ere wa insistence on the use oi the Japa -

nese language snd  anti — Caucasi  an fe^iir ? were ?har ly a  /  ja-

rent. Vhen the leaders triea to calm, the crowa by  as euri  n 

t-r.em that the Caucasians hac ^ reed to their demands, " tney 

wert hecklea ana reproached for not demanding enou h. Oth er 

causes of discontent were brought out, notably food shorta .es 

in certain mess halis. The heated meeting was finaiLy br oken 

up by one speaker who skillfully ridiculed the crowd and by 

another w-o appealed to "Japanese pride". In spite oi effo rts 

to agitators to prevent tne men from  ^  oin<_ to work, most acti-

vities were resumed the next uay. Sporadic outbursts occ urred 

for some time but the feeling dia not rise to the pitch of 

Sunday night (the loth). 

The period ol organized protest was now well under way . 

ihe leering against tne administration, all Caucasians , and 
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against stool-pigeons was very high. The men were seriou s, 

ready to kail ir necessary. The misunderstanding and susp i-

cion had almost reached its peak. 

Wnile the farm strike ana the "ahodarakyo" incidents dis -

turbed many Issei and Kibei, trie toisei world went on almost 

uninterrupted. Alter some struggle within the City Coun cil, 

that body released jurisdiction over tne co-operatives  on Au-

gust ly. Kite-flying was the center oi interest in some ci r-

cles, ana each evening aozens ol kites (American ana Japa nese 

style) graced the skies. On the 20th, a skeleton was fou nd 

in block ol, ana this aroused some interest and speculation. 

People went in droves each evenin 0 and ovei the weekends to 

see the baseball games. On the following day, a ^ueen Contest 

to select the queen for the Labor Day celebration was ann ounced 

ana before long this became the focus 01 interest for many 

i\isei. 

On the 21st, an oratorical contest was announced. On th e 

same day, plans lor Japanese baths were announcea. Then came 

warnings from the administration that scorpions were i n the 

vicinity; this causea some fear lor posters were put up war n-

ing all residents (in botn English and Japanese). On tn at day, 

the first magazine section oi the Dispatch, containing ar ticles, 

short stories, and poems by i.isei writers, came out. O n the 

22nd, there was a big musical show for the M s e i . Thousands 

flocked to tne outdoor platform to listen to the artis ts per-

form in a beautifully arranged and spectacular snow. 

At long last, June wages began to be -id on August 22. 

Many were surprised ana could not believe that they were t o be 
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paid. Apparently the procedure nad been stepped up sin ce the 

strike. The farm group was paid first, but the date ior pac-

ing the other crews was not announced; and many simply tre kea 

into the Fiscal Ofrice for their cnecks. 

About  thi s  time, the Army relaxed its nolo over trie colo-

ny. Soldiers were relieved  %-of  trie task  01 signing out people 

who were going out to tne farm or on hikes. The Departme nt 

of Internal Security took charge of sign-outs and pac. age  in-

spection in the post-office.  r ihe latter move was welcomed 

by the colonists since they were no longer required to w alk 

to trie post-office for tneii* packages. They were deliver ed 

to the block managers' offices often unopened. 

On August 24, a Community Forum was held on the topic of 

marriage. kany young girls (ana old ones) attended, some p ro-

bably because they were troubled about their own prob lems. 

The rorum was throughly enjoyed because or the many wis ecracks, 

but the question raised in seriousness were not answered b^ 

the speakers. On the following day, Dr. Blaisdell, dire ctor 

of higher education for the W.R.A. came to tne center to dis-

cuss questions of higher education in Tule hake. Broad p lans 

were drawn u x,, although everyone agreed that the major empha-

sis snoula be on student relocation rather trian.on edu cation 

in the project. 

On August 26, the first cold hit the center. Rain greeted 

the colonists as they came out of their supper. everyon e was 

gleeful ana happy that at last the heat wave had ended and 

tne dust had stopped. It was really the first series of coo l 

days in months. 
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On the 27th and 28th, tin oratorical contests took place 

in tj^ical iMisei fashion. The speeches given were ver t , remi-

niscent oi the type ol delivery accepted in pre-war î isei c ir-

cles. During the contest, attended by several hundred Ni sei, 

several or the candidates lor queen were presented. Fro.a t his 

point on, the interest in the queen contest was strong. .Yor k 

crews entered their canoid; tes; friends collected vote s; post-

ers were pasted up throughout the camp. by trie 2bth, I D can-

didates were entered. 

On the following day, kr. Shirrell, following the aavice 

of colonists, 50 addressed the colony in a general meeting . 

y/ith the help oi an able interpreter he outlined the new p oli-

cies of the  JV.K.A. as they had. been worked out in the recent 

conference that he had been attending. ne discussed wa e po -

licy, policy on leaves, on room and board, clotnin, allowanc es, 

grants, and several other items. The meeting was attended m ostly 

by Issei men. They did not se.m too impressed, although t hey 

did sit for 2 hours and 20 minutes in the baking sun listening 

very patiently even when kr. Shirrell was Speaking in Eng lish. 

Some oi the comments were: 3^ 

"If he can keep the promises that he made, this carno 
might be all right. I don't know il he can." 

"It's all right to talk, but I'd like to see  so.iethin* 
done. he talked about clothes. I'll bet we won't 
get them. They will think up some excuse by the time 
the money is to be circulated." 

"You know how the "keto" are. They talk anu talk 
but they never mean what they saj. I've heard things 

Two members of the stall ol the Evacuation and Kesettle-
ment Study. 

^Comments overheard at the meeting. 
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like that before." 

"On, the talk wafe all right. he works ver-j hard, 
but he just aoesn't understand trie  f eelin,- "  of the 
Japanese. " 

"I told you tney weren't going to raise anybody's 
salary. They always tell lies ana then blame some-
body else. " 

"ne saia he wanted us to get out. jjoes that mean 
we can go home'.' Where else can 1 go?" 

On the same aay, several other announcements were made. 

A statement was made in the rulean Dispatch that the W.n. A. 

woula not be able to get tires alter present sul l ies are ex-

hausted. This naturally disturbea some people, because they 

wondered now they would get food in tne winter ii there w ere 

no trucks to deliver iood to the mess hails.  AS one Kibei 

man remarked, "What tne nell is this anyway? They _„ut u s in 

a place like this to take care of us lor the duration. We' ve 

been here only for a few months, and they're  y  ellin about 

shortages already!" On that day, kite-flying was banned b e-

cause or the danger to the colonists shoulu there be any tr ou-

ble in the jjower lines (which are uncovered); people w ent a-

nead anyway. un tne ioliowing day, it was announced that I s-

sei could hold appointive offices in the colony; no one se emed 

to take this too seriously. 

Feeling ran high among some Kisei over the beatings ad-

ministered by some  u n r u l y  Kibei in tne center. On August  21, 

Howard Inazeki, editor or the Talean Dispatch, was serious ly 

beaten by a group oi K ibei .& Although there were reasons 

57 See tne section on Community Disorganization. 
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for his "beating that were to some extent understandable, the 

reasons were not clearly known, ana many wise! came to the 

conclusion that Kibei were too hot tempered. Humors were r am-

pant about other instances oi beatings; some Nisei commen ted: 

"These goa damn Kibei bastards; they're so hot tem-
pered that when they get mac they just see rea ana 
kill somebody. It's a wonder somebody hasn't been 
killed here yet." (male, 21) 

"They're the most unreasonable guys around. They're 
so pro-Japan that they're not interested in under-
standing anything ti t has anything to ao with Amer-
ica. They can't understand English ana they take 
lots oi things the wrong way." (male, 28) 

"You know how they are. They just get mad ana go 
oil the bean. They get everybody in trouble because 
they don't give a damn what the outsiders thmlc oi 
us in here. They're all plannin. to  : ,o back to Japan 
anyway. i hope they go." ^maie, 2d) 

"We ought to get up a gan or tough Nisei ana beat 
the hell out of some of them." (male, 19) 

The feeling ran high for a few weeks. After a trial by 

the Judiciary Committee over the Imazeki case, the Cou ncil 

announced lans to combat what they labelled as "ran-steris m".^ 

In the meantime, the first call was riade tor labor' in t he 

autumn harvest. Representatives or sugar be t companies vis ited 

the camp to ask for labor. At first the people were a bit c au-

tious about going, but soon many were signing up. A surpris ingly 

large number of Nisei signec.-uo to work in the beet-f'i eldr. 

Some oi their comments were: 4J 

^ These comments were pickea up in the groups oi Nisei 
arouna the canteens ana recreation hails. 

-Tu  1  ean Pispatch, August 2b, 1942. See also trie confi-
dential report of the Juaiciary Committee to the counci l oi the 
same date. See also Field Notes (TS), August 22, 2b, and 28, 
anc section on Community Disorganization. 

40 Again, these comments were taken at random throughout 
the project in varying situations. 
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"This is a hell oi a place. I figure no matter how 
"bad Idaho is, it can't be worse than this place. 
1 want to  0 et out ol here." (Nisei, male, 19) 

"I need some money so I can get out to to school. 
The evacuation left me broke and I figure I can pick 
u something in this deal." (Nisei, male, 21) 

"I haven't seen whiskey in months. That means more 
to me than national defense. The hell with the farm-
ers. I want to iet some run out ol this." (Kibei, 
male, 26) 

"I can't make any contacts here. I figure ii I were 
out it would be more or less e- pier  I  or me to meet 
people that could help me." (Nisei, male, 2b) 

"Anything to et out of tnis dump." (Nisei, male, 
age unknown) 

Thus, lor varied reasons many Nisei lei t the center. /Vh en we 

consider- the iact that a lar- 0e number of Issei aiso left, we 

might conclude that helping in the delense eflort was one of 

the least important motives leading to the exoous. 

In the meantime, other difficulties were occurring. On 

AuL ust 24, the trouble in the construction crew began. The y 

could not  ,  o on a strike because many ol the crew were busy 

installing sheet rock and their quitting wouia cause inco nve-

nience to the people. it was not long alter they nau i.ei ped 

the farmers in their strike, that grievances or their own  de-

veloped. Soon when half of their crew was laid off for rot 

4l 

obey in,, orcers, the trouble began. 

The situation on the farm was still not much better and 

lor several weeks it seemed that the men were on the verge o l 

having another strike--this time to enu ail disagreements one 

'^Details of the difficulty can be found in the section 
on Community Jisorganization. most ol the difficulties men-
tioned in this chapter will be treated more critically i n that 
chapter. 
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way or the oti er. Fortunately, nothing more happened, on the 

f a r m , t o u t on the 28th, the packers went on a strike. Their 

main aemand was for aprons, and the matter was settled " before 

long. 

un August 27, tnree M s e i (one of them a perpetual trou-

ble-maker) were cau 0iit in the town oi Tule nake ana arrested. 

Very lev/ people in the colony founa out about this, bu t the 

action oi these boys createa greater problems for the admi nis-

tration in its eiiorts to win tne gooa will of the nearb y com-

munity  . 

On the same ni. nt, canteen no. 4 (in the administration 

area) was robuec. oi $9o. ana 20 cartons oi cigarettes. The 

thief gained entrance through a rear window. he was app arently 

an amateur for he left many finder prints and foot print s. 

This was the first major tnel t in tne cairr,. 

On August 30, a fight took place in Block 42 that in some 

ways concerned the entire camp. One of trie participants , a 

butcher, had been discharged because someone had been stea l-

ing meat from the butcher sho^.* 4 The major complaint was 

not that someone was depriving the colony ol meat, as mi&n t 

be expected, but the fact tnat a colonist (tne siewara) haa. 

"squealed" on fellow colonists to tne administration. As a 

result oi the "squealing" men were aischarged (probably tne 

* % h e farm has been perpetually the source oi trouble. 
It cannot be said tnat' tne farm was ever quiet. 'mere w as 
always trouble ana misunderstanding,, but this period  was re-
latively quiet. 

45'iulean uispatcn, August 2y, 1942. 
4̂-I MO one ever provea that this man aia it. 
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wrong men). It was the matter or telling the "keto" that i r-

ritated. many . ^ 

In the meantime, in isiisei circles, the queen contest be -

came the major focus or attention. The interest rose an a rose 

until' on September 1, several thousand people attenae a a pro-

gram introaucin 6 the "lovelies" to the people. As the contest 

got under way, tricks were playea ana charges and counte r-charges 

were maae. The hecoras Gflice was accusea of stuffing the 

ballots box. or-ters oi one canaidate accused supporter s 

ol others of buyin ballots or oi collecting unusea ball ots 

(Issei aid not take much interest ana didn't vote) ana mar king 

them to their own  suit  in  c  .  by the 2nd ol September, 25 can-

didates were eriterea ana in the election ol that day, all but 

seven wore eliminated. 'During the final campaign to sele ct 

the uueen, more charges and count ex--charges were made, and 

even members or the recreation staff, who were distriou ting 

tne ballots, were accused oi dishonesty. rinally, on Se ptember 

u, iviiss Shiz Tamaki was selected to rule. 

In the meantime, thei e was a period or unpredictable wea-

ther. There was rain, which brought joy because it elimin ated 

dust. There was wind and the accompanying whirlwinds. T hen 

it became unbearably hot again. Then once again it became 

freezing cold. All this time, the feeling against tr ie Cauca-

sians was hifch among the Issei. Suspicion and distrus t against 

the "keto" was almost as nigh as the disgust over the dust and 

^Testimony of Kay Risatomi, who lived in block ¿±2 and 
who witnessed the fight. 

4^'ield i\otes, (TS), September 4, 1942. 
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tne whirlwinds. Teo le continued to or;-, vegetables in jre _ or-

ation lor the "winter- starving". 

Early in September, the major 1'ocus oi Vnterest was on 

tne conflict over coal; however, several other items oi inter-

est:  P peared. rtobert Redfield of the University of Cnicago 

visited the caa on the 1st to see what could be done for t he 

M s e i wnen tne new W. JA.A. policies are drawn up. Tne O.W.I, 

brou^nt in hundreds of pamphlets that they thought coul d be 

used to cnan 0e the m.nas 01 tne Issei about Japan. These pam-

phlets were distributed only once (in English), lor the e ditor 

ol trie Tulean Dispatch understood tne feeling oi the Iss ei 

well enough to know that they would only sow the seeds ol  r reater 

strife. On September 5, the announcement was made that iuie 

Lake farm products were being sold to otner projects; this 

brougnt some neateu comments irom the Issei about "starva tion 

in the miost oi plenty", but within a few weeks the grumbli ng • 

died down. On the otn, it was announced tnat all workers w ould 

have to walk to work in oroei to save tires. 

The coni rict over the coal situation arose on September 

l, wnen trie ulock managers were told to m l orm their people 

tnat they eitner had to haul coal or else do without it this 

winter. The whole thing mi^nt nave been workeu out amicably , 

but it seems that tne trouble arose largely as a result ol t he 

4- 7 
rather direct manner in whicn tne proposition was ^rese ntea. 

^ A s sistant director, joe hayes, was in cnarge oi the 
situations. Instead of appealing to tne selfish motives  oi 
trie Issei, he tnreateneu tnem. The Issei were not in a mood 
to take threats from a Caucasian. 
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For some time prior to the flare-up, there had been some dif -

ficulty in getting enough people to snovel coal because it 

was a hara ana airty job, ana paia only The City Coun-

cil asked that the coal workers be paia $19., but were tola 

by i.ir. Snirrell that that could not be aone because of t he 

regulations on wages. The coal crew began to quit work'i n 

large numbers, ana a serious situation arose because the t rains 

had to be unloaaea by a certain aate or else tne projec t wouia 

be sued ior demurrage. It was at this time that the coloni sts 

were tola bluntly; "either shovel coal yourself or ao with out". 

Each block was askea to contribute three volunteer worker s 

per ni 6nt (each volunteer to get tne next aay olf with pay) 

to unioau tne coal. Another aiiiicult factor was tne scarcit y 

oi trucks which made it impossible to work auring tne aay . 

The volunteers were askea to work for eight hours at n ight. 

Clothing was to be furnished by the W.R.A. When some of t he 

older men, wno realizea that someone had to ao the work, a skea 

if two 01 them coula go ana work four hours each, for so me odd 

reasor the* were tola, "No". On tne whole, the people r esponded 

ana sent the volunteer crew, but this was largely becau se they 

naa no alternative. In some blocks, tne block managers put 

the question very subtly ana tne people responaea well; in o-

ther blocks, the heads were very irank ana some resentmen t crop-

49 
pea up. Some oi tne comments rnaae in this connection we re: 

4 b See issues of tne Tulean Dispatch lor this period. 
49 kost ol these remarks were taken irorn Block 4, which 

sent volunteers alter considerable opposition from cer tain 
Issei factions. The Kibei in slock <± were in favor ol volu n-
teering for coal worK. 
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"Well, whether we like it or not, it looks like we 
nave to do it. neli, it gets cold here. We nave 
to nave coal. If the other guys don't want to haul 
the coal, l 1 if go alter my own anyway." (Msei, 
male, 29) 

"It seems to me that tnere is some more intelligent 
way 01 nanaling this tnin 0. There are plenty oi 
young men arouna here. /hy should these old men 
nave to do tnat hard work'i" (i.isei, lemeie, 24) 

"Tney are making suckers out of us again. They pull 
u<* out oi a comiortable living and then dump us into 
e ,lace like this. Then, they can't even take care 
of" us. here it is. A couple ol months since we 
came here and they are blackballing us already." 
(Kibei, male, 2b) 

"So they're airaid oi being sued 'by the railroads, 
li the "keto" don't want to pay, why aon't tne "keto 
-et out there ana haul tne coal themselves*" (issei, 
male,  DO) 

"We didn't invite ourselves in here. They put us 
here and tney have to take care oi us. het them 
worry about it." (Kibei, male, 2b) 

The volunteer crews went out ior several nights, but be-

fore ion enough permanent workers were recruited. hater on , 

a few Caucasians from Tule hake w.re hired (for 9Od an hou r), 

for tne Japanese crew did not work fast enough for the r ail-

road company. This caused some difficulty because t e M s e i 

objected to their being paid a few cents an hour for doing 

the same work, but tne grumbling died down before long. 

Durin the coal -situation, o en resentment against the 

Caucasian personnel wns Loudly 'expressed, perhaps s ometimes 

justifiably an^ more often because of some misunderstand ing. 

Certainly, the whole event intensified t e fears of man} co-

lonists that terrible things were In store for them durin g 

the winter. Their distrust of the Caucasians increased mark-

edly after this incident. It seems that the stable elem ents 

in the colony were no longer able to keep. 
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On September 4, the construction crew went on a strike 

when hall' of their crew was laid off.°° In the meant ime, the 

workers in the furniture factory had -one on a strike an a the 

manufacturing of furniture for trie schools and some oí t he 

office rooms haa to wait. 

The celebration of habor Day helped to alleviate the sit-

uation. The iestivities began or Sunday, September b, wi t . 

a "sumo" tournament. on Monday, the day began with a parade , 

followed by a Flag dedication ceremony. in the afterno on there 

was open house ana baseball ¿ames. At night, there were tal ent 

shows ana airees. 

As usual, the parade began late. At 9:50 the first group 

be,,an. by that time crowds linea the streets that it was to 

pass, mostly Nisei or ola Issei carrying or watching small 

children. It was lea by the wardens; then came the Amer ican 

Legion veterans and the bo\ scouts; then came the prancin g 

majorettes and the bana. The girl reserves, the nursery s chool 

kiadies and the floats came last. Amono the floats were the 

beautifully aecoratea  1  arm float (which lifted the priae of 

the farm workers), and numerous comic floats, including th e 

entry of the International Nuthouse ü-ang with the %ueen of 

19b0"--a 200 pounder. 

The flag-dedication ceremony was hela at the reviewing 

stand. Several dignitaries  ,  ave speeches; patriotic songs 

wsre sung; ana trie  I  lag was presented to an Issei who was a 

reason was iven by the administration. Mr. Shir-
r-ell's reply to the demands oi the strikers was: "When a  man's 
1 Lrea, he  '  s fired. " 



Page 11 

JVorla Jar veteran. Many stood at attention as tne i'lâ  was 

raised and as tne "Star Spangled banner" was sun c . It was in-

teresting to note,, nowever, that many people "began to wa lK a-

51 

way as Mr. Snirrell got up to speak. 

On September 6, the 'lulean Dispatcn announced that blac k 

widow spiders were to be found in tne colony. This great ly 

alarmed some people who Had not seen them beiore. On the same 

day, a call was made lor some women workers on the farm. Tills 

created some antagonism on tne  1 arm,  out notnin e serious hap-

pened. 

On September b, several tilings happened that made it quite 

obvious tnat it would not be too difiicult to leave th e project. 

A few people had left beiore this time, but tne number w as so 

small tnat most ol the residents had thought that they w *re to 

be confined lor- the duration oi the war whether tney liK eu it 

or not. On this day, there began a major drive to recruit  work-

ers for the beet fields. Many who were disgruntled seized the 

opportunity to leave; tnis time there were several Iss ei and 

Kibei. .Furthermore, word came in that the U.S. Arm} was l ook-

in 0 for  I N i s e i  who could read, write and speak Japanese to teach 

candidates for the Intelligence Service. heedless to say, m any 

interpreted this as spy work, and tne opposition to volu nteer-

ing was rather strong. On the same day, Robert braze ol the 

W.R.A. employment division came to the camp to see il tn ere were 

^ I t must be pointed out that the concept ol loyalty is 
very much emphasized in tx̂ e minds of many Issei. They fe el 
that their children should be loyal too--regardless of th e coun-
try to wh -L.cn tney should be loyal. Some issei, however, have 
a more racial!stic view. 
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any possibility or wisei leavin, to seek private employme nt 

outsiae. Since so many were planning to leave camp by this 

time lor sugar beet work, i'or stuaent relocation, or  I  or em-

ployment, it became quite obvious that tnere were possib ili-
r 

ties oi escape. 

On trie 14th, school opened lor 4,000 grammar and high 

school students. There was no equipment to speak oi; the re 

were not enough teachers; supplies hau not yet been ord ered; 

programs lor students were not complete. humors circula ted 

throughout tne center about the inadequacy 01 trie school s, 

lviany iMiaei mothers were resentful oi tne calibre o x education 

their children were getting. Complaints were plentiiu i iroin 

the students, the parents, and rrom tne teachers. Ever ything 

seemed to ue disorganized. 

During tnis time, the new heavy stoves were installed 

and the residents were reminded oi tne approaching w inter. 

Tne chilly even_n t; s served as warnings. 

On September IS, a small nucleus ox people opposed to 

the «j.ii.U.ij. met xor the lirst time at the Oivic urba nizations 

Office. Ways and irieans were plotted  I  or combatting the J.A.C.h. 

control ol 'tne camp. On tne following night, tne Commu nity 

rorum held a discussion on the outdoor stage on the subj ect 

ol crime in tne colony. Tins lorum discussion was largel y 

an ¡.outgrowth ol the concern ox many lusei ol the beating s ad-

ministered durin. the past months by tne Kibei elements. 

On September 12, tne first petition regarding doctors in 

tne colony wa circulated. During tne past montns, Dr.  Carson 

(director ol the base hospital) and uv. Iki nad ^one to ano ther 
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center to help organize a hospital triere; wuile ne was g one, 

Dr. narada naa been in charge. nuraors wei e current that D r. 

Carson haa refused to ©rdc r many items vital to the welfar e 

of the people ana that Dr. fiarada naa ordered them in his ab-

sence. humors were also widespread that Dr. Iki ana Dr. na -

rada aia not  0 et along well together ana Dr. iki naa persuaded 

o2 

Dr. Carson to sena Dr. Haraaa out to anotnei center. Since 

most oi' trie Sacramento people aisiikea Dr. Iki, they im medi-

ately concludea that Dr. Haraaa must be a fine physician ana 

began circulating petitions to retain him in the cente r. The 

iirst petition ana the rumors about the coniiicts went aro und 

oeiore any public announcement was made about tné depa rture 

oi any uoctor. actually petitions meant nothing, since mos t 

people dia not Know what tney wer-t si 0nj.ng. The interest was 

rather high, however, ana the feeling against Dr. Iki rose 

again. 

On September 14, the payroll section began paying out 

July salaries. un the loth, approximately 500 workers l eft 

for various beet-fields. On the 18th, there was an electi on 

of the Fair Practice Committee. Very few participated in the 

ccp 
° It see as that there was some conflict in the hospital 

between Dr. haraaa ana uv. Carson. Dr. uyeyama also appare ntly 
aia not hide his feelings against Dr. Carson. Apparentl y Dr. 
Carson dia resent these two Doctors. however, matters h aving 
to ao with transfers was decided by Dr. Thompson oi the re gional 
oil ice wiio sought to create a balanced staf'i in all ho spitals.. 
There was some reluctance to letting Dr. Iki go because  he had 
donate^ so much or his own equipment to the hospital. Dr.  Car-
son, realizing the misunderstanding, in the colony, requ ested 
Dr. Thompson either to senu both Haraaa and iki away or t o re-
tain tnem both. He realized that ii only one was to be left, 
some trouble ini<_.nt arise. Testimony or Dr. h.S. Jaco by, karcn 
1945. 
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election. 'ine most coiumon comment was, "What's tne use. We 

can't  QO anything.  "  un the 21st, an indoor- ioruni was nela on 

tne co-operatives in tne center. un the 1oliowin day, a Pl an-

ning Board was proposed to aavise tne aaministration in regara 

to policy so that the people ana the administrative pers onnel 

coulu get along as amicaoly as possible. un tne 23rd, tne toerit 

board was officially established. 

On Septemoer lo, the #3 canteen wa  .«=  robbed oi some valuable 

gooas. Someone slipped into tne buiiairig at night ei ther through 

a window or a door (both were open) and took some valuable it ems. 

Other ti in ,s were scattered throughout the r o o m . F u r t h e r m o r e , 

about this time tnel t oi lumber was still a major problem. 54 

it was about this time that the mess nail trouble betan 

to take snaje. In august, the cniel cooks haa met and had  de-

manded that ivir. Pilcner (formerly steward at Wallerga and reputed 

to be anti-Japanese) be fired and that the Japanese to.be g iven 

complete control over the fooa situation. In s^ite oi negot i-

ations with the administration, nothing happened. Fin ally on 

about tne 20th oi September a petition was circulated thr ough-

05 

out tne camp demanding U ) the immediate discharge oi Pll cher, 

(2) the discharge of anyone else not working for trie ue neiit 

oi the community, (3) the replacement of tixcse men b y the Japa-

°¿Tulean Dispatch, September lb, 1942. 
b4^ield i\otes (TS), September 20, 194a. 
°°The petition was a  i arce.  Very lew people knew what they 

were signing. as Mr. Shirrell said at a Council meetings "You 
know damn well ^,JJJ peopl- didn't know that Pilcner did bad 
things. Somebody went up to them ana told them that he w as a 
son oi a bitch, and they signed." mr. Shirrell was much closer 
to tiie truth than he might nave suspected. rield iMotes (TS ), 
September 21, 1942. 
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nese, ana (4) tne complete control over the food situati on by 

the Japanese. Over 9,0JJ people signed the petition. 

Charges and counter-charges were raa^e. Mr. Pilcher was 

accused of keeping tne oest slices of meat (loins  J  lor the Cau-

casian personnel mess and giving tne rest to the Japanese. ob 

Finally, Mr. Shirrell, after a few weeks, appointed a co mmittee 

ol Caucasians to investigate the whole situation. 

The weather became progressively colaer- as tne aays we nt 

on ana tne apprehensions about the conditions oi the camp aur -

ing trie winter grew. people continued to dry vegetables ana 

rice in preparation for the starvation. Many Nisei openly e x-

.ressea a aesire to get out ol tx e camp. The feeling was sti ll 

high against the Caucasians, h unors were widespread.th at every-

one on tne coast would be transferred to Arkansas bef ore long. 

These rumors became so wiaespreaa that Mr. Shirrell ha d to aeny 

them in the Tulean Dispatch on September 2o. It was about this 

time tnat the lull before the storm enaed. The storm brok e 

in full lury. 

On September 22, lumber- arr-ivea on tne project  i or-  tne 

construction oi a tneatre. When it was learnea, however,  that 

the profits from community enterprises (supposedly tne p eople's 

money) haa been usea to purchase tne lumber ana tie equipmen t, 

a cry of protest went up. Toward the end of August, Kendall 

Smith (canteen director), foreseeing the government or-a er for-

bidding tne expenditure ol more tnan ¡¿>200 lor places oi ar nuse-

SbContrary to W.ri.A. regulations, tnis was being aone. 
However, Mr. r̂ eck, rather tnan Mr. Piicner, was the cul prit. 
Mr. liicher apparently never tola Mr. shirrell about this. 
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merit, ordered movie projectors and lumber for the constru ction 

of a theatre. He had consulted several people before he made 

the move. Many Issei protested that they had not been cons ult-

ed; many or them might have approved if they had been asked 

first, but there just wasn't the time in August. Smith had 

to make the order before ghe deadline and he probably thou ght 

that he would be helping the colony and took action.^ 

During the heated discussion, the major issues were lost, 

and once again the contention was brought iorth that th e Cau-

casians were trying their best to take away the money o i trie 

Japanese. It was contended that ii there were a movie, the 

parents of large families would be handicapped because th eir 

children would always want money. Many or the more activ e 

Nisei, realizing that a movie house woula be a boon in th e 

cold winter months argued against this, but it was or no a vail. 

Finally, the City Council, oh October d, led by Walter Tsuka mo-

to, passed a resolution favoring the theatre in spite of t he 

opposition 01 tne Issei. 

In the meantime, the construction crew, led by Issei and 

Kibei, refused to touch the lumber. Finally, when the Cou ncil 

gave the go signal, construction was about to begin, when one 

of Tsukainoto'  s  opponents revealed to tne Issei that the theatre 

resolution had been advanced by the attorney.  '  Immediately the 

ieeling rose again against Tsukamoto and once more the t heatre 

issue was deadlocked. 

° 7Testimony of Kendall Smith to the City Council on Sept-
ember 2b, 1942. See Field iuotes (TS). 
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At the same time, almost simultaneously, tne community wa s 

confronted with another crisis, 'in spite or tne warnings -I van 

him in August, O'Brien ol tne Office ol War Information ret urned 

to tne colony to ask lor volunteers to broadcast to Japan. he 

announced his intentions publicly through the block manag ers, 

anu immediately another crisis ensuea.  •  Many M s e i were willing 

to broaacast to indicate their loyalty to the United State s, but 

the Issei opinion aominatea tne block meetings. The vocife rous 

Kisei were thrown out 01 block meetings. borne of the more le vel-

headed Issei proposed tn&t records be made ana played bac k to 

them to make sure tnat no lies were bein 0 sent, but apparently 

this was not agreeable to the U../.I. men; they reiased. m eeting 

after meeting was held and in the heat 01 excitement, pro-J apa-

nese agitators stole trie scene. There was so much contusio n 

that tne level-headed Issei could not oe neard. many of the m 

were unable to s^eak lor fear ol being embarrassed by some agi-

tator. The broadcast was not made. 

It was in this issue that the long-broiling conflict betwe en 

the Issei and tne î isei came out in tne open. To be sure, th e . 

large majority or trie Nisei were not particular interest ed and 

therefore followed tne dictates ox tnoir parents on issues such 

as this, but many ol the M s e i leaders aerinitely opposed the 

first-generation. The differences in outlook had been ke pt 

under cover, but with tne broadcast issue they came out in the 

ooen. Sharp words were exchanged and the feeling was nigh . 

During the height of the struggle for power between the 

issei and nisei leaders ana the height or tne ill-feeling against 

tne Caucasians, another crisis confronted the nisei worl d. This 
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crisis gave some stren ,th to the issei position. Indee d this 

period was one 01 contusion. 

At th end of a Council neeting on September 2o, Walter 

Tsukimoto stood Up and announced ver dramatically that the 

house ol Representatives had passed a bill depriving all Nisei 

oi' citizenship and that the bill had been reported favorabl y 

to the Senate. He quoted trie weekly or the American Civil 

Liberties union. The news spread Like wildiire. Everyone 

was Upset. The administration frantically, sent teJe grams for 

confirmation to Washinton; Nisei wrote their friends.  . lost  ' 

Nisei were very down-hearted. Humors r^n wild. by the ear ly 

part of the following week, some Nisei were  s.17: ir:..  with confi-

dence that the bill  '--.ac'.  ^rsec the iiou~e  202-21 T  ..err  wa con-

si der-rble co  m o t ion. 

Within a few days, however, telegrams came back to the 

project saying tnat the rumor was not true--that no sucn thing 

had ha_per.ed and noticing oi' the sort was likely to ha ppen. 

The American Civil Liberties Union apologized, but  tne  damage 

had been done. Many of Tsukamoto's political o .onents, who 

had begun to organize, took advantage of the situation. 08 

More rumors spreae. The J.a.C.L. leaatis ciun^ to Tsuka moto's 

statement to the last, but finally had to admit tne error. 

On October 1, a Nisei citizen's Rally sponsored by thf 

Community Forum and tne University of California Club wa s held 

Opponents or Tsukamoto included pro-Japanese Issei wh o 
disapproved of his Americanis and pro-alliea Nisei who d is-
approved of his tactics and idiology. The latter accuse d the 
attorney or being a "fascist". 
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on the outdoor platform. In spite oi the fact trr  t.  the meeting 

was held one week after trie first word of the report, tne at-

tendance was small. Most of tne people attending were disgus ted 

rr the apathy of trie Nisei o one week before naa been so 

alarmed) ŵ io row did not seem to care at all about their c iti-

zenship  .  The meeting turned out to be a 'political struggle 

between the J.A.G.h. and anti-J.A.C.h. elements. Much cri ti-

cism was directed against the organization, but nothing con -

structive seemed to have come out or tne meeting. The pres -

tige 01 the J.A.o.n. aiu no, rise alter tne meeting nor did 

tne' opponents succeed in organizing anything to take its place. 

In a few weeks the issue died down and tn© Nisei world went 

on as usual with Its dates and dances and in almost complete 

oblivion to anyt. Ln c else. 

In the meantime, tn no_ farm was announced. On the last 

day 01 September tne co-op representatives nominated mem bers 

of the board or directors ana the organization began to ge t 

on its feet. On the following; day, the City Council set up 

a Trust tfund for evacue workers. on the 7th of October, the 

announcement was made that thexe was a scarcity oi labor in 

tne farm, and students were called from the hign school to 

harvest tne crops. This caused much coniusion on the farm 

and brought complaints irom ^arents--especlally or girls . 

All colonists were urged to ntlp and some Nisei work crews 

did take a day of I to work on the far i i . O n the  7 th,  the 

° ^ a r m men seemed to be oi the opinion that the office 
workers ioaged so much that they were in tne way. See Kay 
hisatomi's reports on the farm. 
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opening or a poultry farm was announced wnen chicks arr ived 

on the project. 

The feeling against Caucasians was still hign. Amon c 

the iwsei, football r ^ lacea baseball as the center or int er-

est. There were complaints against iusei apathy irorn some 

quarters. gome were worried about the conditions in the be et-

lields since uniavorable reports had come in xrom tnose wh o 

haa gone out. Rumors about movin  .  to Arkansas persisted, and 

some peo_.le began to make preparations. 

On tne 10th 01 uctober, tne Sacramento chattel or the 

J.A.C.L. met ana voted ^oJJ. to the netiunal headquar ters, 

kucn publicity was  0 iven to this. On tne same day, parents 

oi ftisei soldiers rn the u.g. Army organized rn the project. 

On the 15th, ki^amoto ana Taketa,  WHO naa been sent out by 

Mr. Shirrell to look over the conditions in the beet-rield s, 

reported favorably. On the 14ti., a new W.R.A. policy tna t 

anyone (Issei as well as î iseij could leave tne project wa s 

announced. un the ioliowiri 0 aa^, the co-op liieo its incor-

poration papers. On the lbth, canteen  f r o Opened  i  or the sell-

ing oi articles oi clothing. 

1 he major source oi interest ai trn time, however, was 

tne mess situation. On October b, the Caucasian mess inve st-

igation committee nade its report. It stated that kr. rilc i.er 

was at fault in many ways, but noted tnat he was a ood stew-

ard. kr. bnirrell published the report in the lulean Dispa tch, 

but did not take any other action. kr. riicner continued  in 

his ways, and finally, on October 11, trie storm broke. 

un the morning of the 11th, every uess hall in the project 
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announced that a strike would begin on the rollowin day. I n-

order to iorce a sympathetic strike, breakfast was not se rved 

mti l 6:30 or 9. hunch was not announced; people were ask ed 

to come when the bell ran,. bup r /er was served anywhere oetween 

<i:30 and 7.  r iĥ  oca and unannounceu hours maae it ail'licult 

for anyone to go to work. Those who aid  b o to work had to go 

without eating unless they were fortun te. 

bO 
The reeling in the colon:, was: 

"These damn "keto" think tney got us by the bails, 
but we'll show them tuis time. They think that .lust 
because thej got us locked up they can do anything 
they want to us, but this time we'll show them that 
we can make it tou^n on 1  -  m." (Kibei, m; le, about 
¿5) 

"The fucken "keto" makes _.romises and makes promises 
and talks smooth but never does anything. liver the 
"keto" committee louna tilcher guilty, but- he's still 
here." (Kibei, male, about 25) 

"filcher is no good. We must  f  et rid of 'm." (i s-
sei, female, 4b) 

"It's • LL r! it ii we n^ve to sacrifice - MtT ie. 
When li 'cner goes, we can have better foucu " (Issei, 

-Ie, 58; 

Actually, for several days no one knew what the  oil':ic  ulty 

was because th mess workers aia not make known their dema nds, 

kr. Eib rsox;, the labor relations man, experienced so me diffi-

culty in gettin. the aemanas. When they wer: iinaliy made 

known, it was founa that they coincided in many respects with 

aemanas maae before. They still demanded the dismissal o i 

riicher; the;, demanded more ana better lood; they dem anded clo-

thing, for workers and their pay checks. Mr. hlberson was a ble 

OJTnese remarks wer gathered in blocks 4 ano lo. Some 
oi them were overheard in conversations. 
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to settle thirds within a lew days by meeting tne deman ds that 

coula ce met and by promising the othei thin s, and tne mess 

hails went back to their regular schedules iroin the l<±t h. 

ivuring ano inmediately alter the mess hall strike, the 

i eel in...  ran nigh on both sides--Caucasian and Japanese. i.ianv 

colon.' 1 sts were very angry at trie auministration. numors went 

about tne camp tnat, Mr. bhirrell naa told tne men that ne w ould 

make the place into a concentration camp. ¿ven kr. Snirr eil, 

who hau her  eto!  ore been one or the  i  ew Caucasian respected in 

trie colony, was put on tne distrusted list. numors s ¿rea d a-

bout m m and his part in trie "plot," witn Piicher to rob th e 

people ol what was justly trieirs. 

On the other hadn, it was not difficult to see why many 

oi the Caucasians who haa to work so hard for trie colonist s 

were getting tireo of the trouble. iviany wno had been ver y kind 

before were jetting impatient. ihey be£an talking about ma rti-

al law ano "insubordination". Talk about tne "agitator s" was 

common among the Caucasian personnel. bi 

In the meantime, the theatre issue reappeared. On Octobe r 

b, as we nave already noted, the City Council approved tne con-

struction of the movie tneatre. On the 11th, some oJ tne l ssei 

held a meeting oi their own (in wriicn tney themselves eli minat-

ed tne agitators) and tnen sent a delegation to ask th e Council 

to recoiisid r their stand, finally, it was decided to put the 

issue to tne vote of tne colony. On October 19, a vote was 

b l l t sef- ns to the writer that many ol tne Caucasians are 
very sympathetic but also incompetant and inefficient. Some 
blamed "agitators" instead of frankly admitting their errors. 
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taken and the "No's" carrlpn >w o , +„ 
s carried by a o to 2 majority. The voting 

was not always by secret ballot, tor in more than one blo ck 

a group of Issei stooa by tne"ballot box all day and watche d 

each voter. It was difficult under the circumstances for  many 

M s e i to vote "Yes", even though they may have wantea to do s o. 

Because of tne overwhelming majority in the vote, this endea 

the theatre issue for the time being. 

Fro-.a this point onwara, however, the people in the colony 

' began to settle down. The' cool weatner ^robablj had s u J L i n g 

to do with it since it yreventea people to congregate to ais-

cuss their ills, but probably tne most xmportant  f a c t o r s w e r e 

the issuance of c losing to all workers during the middle o f 

October and tne payment oi some oi tne August salaries towa rd 

the ena oi iae month. 

Toward tne ena of the montu, the weatner became cold. 

Frost came daily, and snow ieli for the first time. The i nter-

est in the colony shifted to catching geese (illegally)  a n Q 

m e n fooling tne mi  o l l o e . , i e a s  , 

beet-workers, and some responded. On October lb, a few of t he 

blocks received their clothing allowance tor August; the others 

naa to wait, but a sudaen change in the policy deprived many 

oi them of their allowance. 

The City Charter was completed ana announced to the public 

on October 21, but there was little interest in it at  the time 

being. On tne 2*th, the announcement was maae that four doctors 

• Iki, and Dr. Uyeyama) 

the center, but even this dia not create much trouble. 

It seems that the Tule Lake project underwent its crit ical 
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period "between the first week of August and the middl e of Octo-

ber. The trouble began slowly with minor conflicts over l umber, 

minor irritations over whirlwinds and dust, tnor compla ints a-

bout the stencn caused b- the broken pipe in the cesspool. Gra-

dual Ly the resentment grew a? wc._<?s were not paid, as misunder-

standings arose over the canteen profits. Tne ex_ 'osion came 

first over the "ahoaarakyo" incident an  ,  then the major farm 

strike. Then cnme a series of organize- prot sts--strikes in 

the oackin._ shed, the construction crew, and the mess  hall crew. 

Then there wr? n Jul!. curin; w .ich internal strife we akened 

the attempt at organized potest . The Nisei-Kibei confli ct 

came out after some brutal beatings. An intra-Msei squab ble 

arose over the queen contest and the J.A.C.L. Then came the 

coal conflict, the theatre vote, and the broadcast iss ue. This 

period was that or greatest tension in the history oi the f irst 

half year in lule Lake. 

Thin .s be-an to quiet down toward tne end or October. O n 

the 26th, an election was held tor members or the Issei Pla nning 

board. On the same d<?v, the Public Assistance Grants fo r July, 

Augast, and September were finally pard. On the 28th, si x peo-

ple went on trial before tne Judiciary Committee for theft , 

un the 50th, the J.A.C.L. held a campwide neetin 0 to ^lan for 

a luture program for the k r e i in the camp. On the 51st, the 

harvest Festival was held. It began in the mornin e wrtl a pa-

rade (which included units similar to those found in Jap anese 

parades); and In the afternoon, there was a carnival wi th bin ;o, 

ball throw  in... ,  wheels, ^enny pitch, sketches, darts, fish pond, 

entertainment and rr3fle drawing,•and greased pig. The  whole 
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day was declared, a holiday. Just prior to the program, A ugust 

paychecks were distributed. All of these factors proba bly 

helped to alleviate the ill-feeling and raised the mora ls con-

siderably  . 

On November 2, the schedule lor the Cabaret Internation-

aie--a troup to tour the camp--was announced. Dr. How ard K. 

beaie oi the National Student relocation Council came to the 

center to interview some prospective students. On the 4t h, 

the Planning board of Issei was established and began  function-

ing. On the Oth, some ol the September pay checks were distri -

buted and tne remainder were given out within a few days. 

This payment was a surprise to everyone who expected to wai t 

another two months or so for the next ^ay. Needless to say ,, 

it greatly raised tne morals. 

The Nisei seemed to be in a co-operative mood. /«hen it 

was announced that there was a shortage of labor in the fa rm, 

numerous work corp groups went out to work voluntarily . On 

trie 7th, when the Dispatch announced that the Army wanted  Nisei 

lor Japanese language instructors, many expressed their inten-

tion to volunteer and did so in December. 

There was still some grumbling about lumber. The colo -

nists had been warred time and again against stealing lumber , 

but some ol them continued to take the lumber that xiao be en 

purchased lor the theatre. The desire oi the colonists fo r 

lumber at this time was understandable. The winter was r apid-

ly approaching and many did not have enougn wood to make p orches 

^ru lean lAspatcn, November 4, 1942. 
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As long, as the .colonists ielt that tne lumber belonged to the 

Caucasians, they dia not feel that it was wrong to take i t. 

Wardens who watchea tne piles were ridiculed ana callea aown: 63 

"Mr. Warden, you must remember that you are a Japa-
nese yourself and you should not take the siae of 
the "keto" against your own people." (Issei, male, 
5b) 

"Why ao you young fellows continue to lick the tails 
oi the "keto"? Can't you find anything better to 
do?" (Issei, male, 55) 

"It seems to me that wardens should help us steal 
the lumber." (issei, female, 50) 

The waraens, however, kept their vi c.ii, ana tne thefts died 

down. 

on November 12, the sale of script books lor trie co-oper -

atives began. un the following day, trie  Tule an  uispatch ear-

riea a heaaline that the waraens were "crackin down" on am-

bling In the colony. This announcement was a farce, ana the 

Issei took it in gooa humor. humors were current that one of 

the waraens haa been caught in a "aen" himself. On tne I '-th, 

plans for higher education in the center were announcea and 

prospective students were askeu -to register-. bn the 19th , the 

Pis^aten carried an article on the ruling oi the Oregon f eder-

al judge on the unconstitutionality oi trie evacuation of Nisei. 

Very lew M s e i , however, seemea to be concernea. 

By this time, the real winter weather began to set in. 

The thermometer dropped to 10 degrees below zero, ana m any 

Californians experienced the bitter cola lor the first t ime. 

Uu: rhese remarks were maae after a flare-up about lumber 
'near block 40. 
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Snow ..ilea as high as six inches in some spots although i t 

was usually much less. On some days, the rain drenched the 

area. On the 14th, an unusually severe gale blew out the p o-

wer lines ana the camp was in complete darkness Iron abou t 

9;50 p.m. to the next morning. 

During this period, the interests oi trie community range d 

rroin the sublime to the ridiculous. Many nisei sudde nly became 

fascinated by the Oui.ia board. groups met in rooms oi fri ends 

and earnestly sou. ht the answers tj tire dark future. This 

widespread lad may have been indicative oi a basic feel ing 

oi insecurity that many Nisei unquestionably had. The int er-

est in the outside t world, a rising interest m getting out 

through Student relocation, a rising interest in the pos sibi-

lities oi nisei being drafted by the Army. 

another local _.oint was the City Charter. For some time, 

trie Issei did not take much interest in the Charter; however, 

when the d.-,y for the voting was anno  uric ea,  many of them got 

together ana discussed the desirability oi the charter. Th e 

nisei did not seem too concerned, although the charter was for 

an all-nisei Council. One or the strongest arguments advanc ed 

against the charters was that Walter Tsukamoto had drawn i t 

up ana thai therefore it was subject to suspicion. In the 

final vote on November lo, it was ratified by a narrow marg in. 

About this time, the beet H e l d workers began to return 

to the center in large numbers, and the interest shifted to 

them. reports about outside conditions circulated, and s tor-

ies were told oi how certain people succeeded m bringing wh is-

key back into the center. Tne Military rolice went carefu lly 
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through ali ba^ga^e ana even searched some oi the men, bu t 

somehow or other, liquor  QIQ L et into lule i&Ke. 

In the extreme cola, tne interest in coal also rose, 

numors s^rea  .  that there was not enougr, coal, ana tnê , haa to 

be oiT iciallv.aeniea in tne lulean uls^atcn on November  2b. 

Whenever a coal truck came in ana damped coal in the block 

coal pile, people rushed out from all directions with bu ckets 

ana cans ana boxes aha hauled it away to their rooms. So man y 

people aasl ea after tne coal that It was impossible to  use 

tne wheelbarrows that were available ana sonetimes so much 

coal was taken that the tire:;ian for the washrooms haa dif fi-

culty in keeping his boiler going.  AL one time, only powdered 

coal was to be louna in any 01 the ^iies. distribution was 

slow at that time because 01 the lack 01 trucks. 

un November 2J, meat conservation w^s announced, but th e 

Issei seemed to understand r.na very few complained. O r the 

following dey, plans for the payment ox unemployment co mpen-

sation were announced. This was supposed to have bern aid 

from September, but so lehow it was delayed. ̂ Interest ros e 

in  t xie  Army ian̂ .ua ,e school over the weekend "/hen feeverel Ni-

sei  so'I ai r - c  9 e to the center to recr ' M s e i fo- -orV in 

the Intelligence Service. On tin 26th, the more Le too 1-: p. le^p 

when the colonists were  4  i 1 en turkey for Ihenksglvin --with 

all tne trimmin The coo :s in so ie mess h°  J.'s  stayed up 

o4 
The tlace:! ent.  off icer for a lon^ time tried h: best 

to get some other department to ao the work. Final'y he jlac ed 
.art of the work on the Social Y/elfare Department. This aid 
not solve the problems, however, na no payments were mad e. 
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all n r ht to re pare the i'oua, ana tne wa^ one ol' gaiety 

and. festivities. 

The Army school issue causea some Split among tne colonis ts 

Many î isei wisnea to go; some "because they wishea to prove  their 

loyalty to the'United States ana some uccause they could no 

longer stand the life in camp. Many of the iii'sei faced th e 

opposition of their parents who in turn haa to lace the opi nion 

oi the community. Apparently tnei was little complaint if a 

i\isel  was araftea (since then he coula not nelp himself), bu t 

there was so ie opposition to M s e i volunteer  in,  for the united 

States Army. Some ol the opposition, 01 course, arose when 

tie parents thought their sons were to be used as spies . 00 

Women (mothers ana relatives of boys in service) pass ed around 

the "sen-nin-bari" (neeaie oi' a thousand hands) oU -  to sena to 

the soldiers. xxere again, there was little opposition If the 

boy haa been arai  tea,  but people were hesitant about helping 

volunteers. At any rate, in s_ite ol opposition, many volun -

teers left the cam . 

. On the 25ra or November, nominations were raaae lor ¿embers 

of tne new City Council. kany issei participated in the no mi-

nations ana elections ana trieu to bring in people whom tn ey 

felt they coula control since they themselves coula no t  w et 

in. As usual, the Nisei took very lit Lie interest in t he af-

fair  . 

oor inis was not true; the men were to oe usea us interpre-
ters. 

°°The superstition is that n a soldier (in Japan; wears 
the belt in which 1,000 different hanas nave sewea in sti tches, 
he will never aie. This is done wiaeiy in Japan ior men in the 
Japanese Army. 



Page 11 

ihe nail year period that we are considering in this sec tion 

enaea on an ominous note. news naa come irom roston 01 a  riot 

by "pro-iixis" elements. the same time, preparations wer e be-

in e made to put Up a barbed wire lence se^aratin L, the resioents 

from the Caucasian personnel ana the warehouse area. Tri e colo-

nists were not half as disturbed about this as were the  teachers 

ana some ol the Caucasian p-rsonnei, but some expressed their 

resentment against tne Army. 

Thus, from the end oi October, the situation quieted down . 

With the pay ment oi salaries, much 01 tne distrust oi. th e Cauca-

sians died down. Some ol the more level-headed Issei be gan to 

take things into their hands. The Issei set up their plan ning 

board; they attempted to control the election 01 council men, and 

tne co-op got under waj w.th their support. Tne J.A.C.L'. m ade 

their bid for some unity and action. ^sioe lrou tne payc hecks, 

The Harvest festival carnival and the Thanksgiving dinn er probab-

ly served as powerful impetuses to the rising ol the mor ale in 

tne carrip. tne crisis situati ns disappeared, those who  had 

Spoken loudly against the administration began to quie t down--

some things they could no longer say. Other Issei be v an to take 

over the driver's seat. 

Fart IV. Social Chan, e 

It would ue dillicult to understand the nature or the ad-

justment made by tne individuals in 'rule hake simply in terms 

oi "conflicting cultures" or in terms ol the "Japanese ideol o-

gy". Actually, it seems that the social institutions usa ges 
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of Tule Lake were a combination of: (1) institutions anci usages 

which were transplanted from Japan or the Japanese commun ities 

on the Pacific Coast, (2) Institutions imposed by the federa l 

government, ana (3) m e crystallization oi collective adjus t-

ed 

ments made by the evacuees to unexpected situations. 

unexpected situations arose in Tule Lake—physical ana 

social situations for the meeting of which no routine exist ed. 

Naturally the nature of the collective adjustment. ma ce depended 

Upon the definition that was given to the new situation. T he 

process of Institutionalization was lull of conflicts in T ule 

Lake, partly because oi differing definitions of the same s itu-

ation by the various factions in trie project. There was some 

agreement, however, and gradually certain routines began t o 

crystai!ize--or at least were accepted. Many new attidtude s, 

new associations, and new institutions (new  i  or trie evacuees; 

came into existence at Tule Lake. 

One ol the first problems tnat arose in the center was 

with reierence to tne lack oi furniture and other househol d 

articles, the absence oi which would mean considerable inco n-

venience. At first, since there was plenty of scrap lumber , 

the people simply went to the scrap pile and helped themselve s 

to wnat they needed. however, as the demand grew and the su^-

We are not usint the term "unexpected" here in the sense 
that one is confronted with something by surprise. By an "U n-
expected situation" is meant any situation which did not o ccur 
with sufficient regularity among the people involved to h ave 
developed a routine manner oi meeting it. When one is confront 
ed b> an unexpected situation, he Is lorceo to make choices 
ano. decisions wnereas he might otherwise have simply foll owed 
the acce, ted routine. Gi. J. Dewey, human mature and Condu ct. 
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ply dwindleu to practically nothing, there ensuea a strugg le 

for lumber. There seemed, to be a perioa 01 milling, durin g 

which  eo_.  ie  c  Id not. know exactly what to do. The sanctions 

against stealing were still being applied and many hesi tated 

to steal lumber. Gradually, however, as the feeling a, ain st 

the aam nisiration began to crystallize, a distinction was 

maae between lumber belonging to the "government" ana tha t 

belonging to fellow colonists. The attituue that one sh ould 

try to  0 et as much as possible from. the government became more 

and more widespread. Efforts were maae by the aam..  ni  strati on 

to apply organized sanctions against taking government pr oper-

ty, but very little in tin way oi diffuse sanctions were ap -

plied by the colonists. host colonists looked upon lumbe r-

stealin 0 with humor; whereas perhaps the majority oi them would 

have felt oifferently were they outside the project. 

Another break in the routines was occasioned by the fact 

tr at nany no. vidua Is from different and far-separat ed commu-

nities were forced to live together for tne first time. Fu r-

thermore, most individuals found themselves without  lary  oi 

the devices through which they had either sought or ma  ntained 

a certain status. In brlei, the old status system oi the Jap a-

nese community, though it it  QIQ not break down completely, 

did change.~ Strangers dia not know the respected men of other 

communities ana consequently failed to pay the expected  defer-

enc e. 

At first there was an effort to make new friends. Those 

wno haa always waited proudly ior iormal introduction s began 

speaking to anyone. Yo ,n v e, people went to "mixers". At the 
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same time there was a wila scramble for tne "C-classilicati on" 

jobs, especially amon^ i\isei. 'ihere was suspicion ana r egional 

conflict. j.n the ^uest for status, ambitious indlviaur  1  s  start-

ea new clubs, enterea writing ;a d £peakin 0 activities, displayed 

tueir talents at outdoor platform activities. in tne y ounger 

generation oi hi.n school stuaents, zoot suits ana lon e chains 

came nto prominence. Athletic events were be, an and ma ny maae 

e ! Torts to excel in s r oits. Conspicuous consumption took an 

interesting iorm. In the lace oi the dominant .opinion i n the 

colony that people should not dress well ana that every one should 

be like everyone else, efforts were maae by some youn m en to 

oe as dirty as possible. Very lew spent lar,_ e sums of money 

to aecorate their homes and until the fall of 19*2, dress  was 

informal on most occasions. 

Gradually, however, out of this miilin c there oeveloped 

certain action structures which provided means ror seekin g a 

hi,uiei status. JMew voluntary associations were lormeo.  ne ular 

talent shows and fortius were held on tne outdoor ste< _e. l̂ ew 

attitudes developed concerning cleanliness and fine ho mes. 

Contests of all kinds became ratner prominent. ftew class and 

clique lines replaced the old, ana sectionalism was rep laced 

by a feeling oi one-ness. bB The new status system, however, 

dia not correspond to the new economic structure or tne co mmu-

nity. 10^ Frustrated M s e i with s^are time s^ent it in a ^uest 

° This Is not to say that tnere was no conflict. nowever, 
it seems that identification with Tule Lake became more  import-
ant tx.an the identification with former homes. 

oy ror details see tue section on "bocial Structure". 
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for power and prestige. Ample opportunities were proviaea lor 

them. 

Tue lack oi facilities also presentea a problem. There 

were no churches ana very little in tiie way oi recreatio nal 

facilities. Ministers held tneir meetings in the mess nail s 

with improvised altars ana cnilaren playec. in the fireb reaks. 

It was not Ion, before trie government sponsored ana dire cted 

the recreation Department which was accepted by most col onists. 

Youn; people's groups were  1  or led ina sanctionea by the church. 

iviany Issei louna themselves with very U t i l e work to d o 

for the lirst time in their lives. /it lirst they, help ed their 

neighbors and periormea oda jobs, and spent much Lime in  (  os-

sip. Gradually, however, many oi the issei b  b an to take in-

terest in such activities as flower-making, tie makin; 0 1 shell 

necklaces, and adult education classes in English ana se win 

//hereas men had played " Oon" ana "shogi" before for amusement, 

they organized and be Lan to participate in contests sponsored 

by the hecreation Department. 

Many iMisei likewise found little to uo. There were no 

theatres or soaa-water stanas around whicn to loiter. Dan ces 

were not hela v ry frequently at x rst, ana other recreatio nal 

facilities were overtaxed. This lea tu rumors aoout trie l ar^e 

number 01 pregnant ana unmarried  -  iris. The "iujin-kai" (wo-

men's club) in Block 4, ior example, was formed at first for 

the sole purpose oi discussing ways and means of cont rolling 

their daughters. whereas the dances be uan spontaneously, the 

aomini strati on entered the picture at the request 01 t rie parents 

and imposea a curlew 011 all aances. More recreational ac tivi-
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ties and interest-clubs w-,re fostered, and wardens w ere accent-

ed as people to watch tne waywaro youth. 

Many women wno had formerly stayed at nome to care lor 

their children suddenly louna t. at tney had to o to wor k so 

that tiie family wouia have enough money to purchase neces si-

ties not provided by tne government. This brought out th e 

problem oi' what to do with their children. The Nurser y Schools 

were established arid accented by most women witn young  C I U - I Q-

ren. 

Early in the history ol trie colony, the low wa c e scale 

was announced. There was consiaerable agitation lor unilo rm 

wa_es, and some askea lor- higher wages. ulaer men res ented 

working under youn^ ana technical  L\  trained men, and much dis-

cussion went on for several months. uraduall.,  ,  the wa 0e scale 

came to be accepted. Some people (especially the Nisei) t ried 

hard to  .  et the iobs pay  in,,  . a month, but there was not 

much prestige attached to triese positions. Status, then , came 

to be determined by  1  actors other tnan diiferentials in wages. 

People also accepted the habit ol not working too hara lor  the 

government, although many m&ue sacrilices w¿en they wer e work-

ing for their fellow colonists. Possibly to protect tho se with 

little earning power, a Community Trust Fund was establis hed. 

Another new situation was the exercise or direct control 

over the community by the government. mile the Japanese h ad 

always lived under American laws, they seldom had to c .eai so 

much, directly, with the functionaries oi the governmental a-

gencies. ¿it lirst tne issei gathered in small and inform al 

groups to Qisciiss various issues with their block manager s, 
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whom they accepted as a go-between. It was not Ion., howe ver, 

that block Meetings began to be held. Delegations were for med 

for "suggestions" to the administration. lira dually, blo ck ma-

nagers ana councilmen came to be re cognized as the men th rough 

whom negotiations were to be made with the officials. Wh en 

the Planning Boara was formed, it was also accepted as a chan-

nel for tne periormance of this function. 

The fact that the evacuees no longer couia see themselve s 

with -,rr control over the immediate iuture brought abou t another 

unexpected situation. It is true that the evacuees did  not have 

mucn contol over their future when they were outsiae, but w hat 

is crucial here is their definition or the situation. Sin ce 

the satisfaction oi their immediate neeas, such as, food ana 

shelter, depended upon Caucasians whom they aia not trust, ev-

erythin c see  me a very insecure. This ieeling oi m s e c  .r •  ty was 

manifested in the habit of drying f'ooc ¿iven out by th e mess 

hall or stolen Irom the farm, the noarding oi food ana coal, 

and the great interest taken in the Cuija Board. It wa r not 

long before trier* was agitation for control over what wa s con-

ceived of as bein̂ _ tne satisfaction oi basic neeas. For exam-

pie, one oi the things demanded in the mess hall strike w as 

the complete control over tne food situation by the Japa nese. 

Strikes were declared, ana it was not Ion, before the stri ke 

came to be accepted a^ a means ol settling issues with the g ov-

ernment. Negotiation committees in times oi strikes came t o 

be accepted as was the procedure 01 conferring with the labor 

relations man. 

Because of confinement, many individuals l'ouna that it 
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was difficult for them to deal with outsiders on mattei s such 

as the disposition ol their property. At first the block  ma-

nagers were consulted, but gradually the negal ¿».id De partment 

and the social Welfare Department came to be recogniz ed as the 

proper channels 101 disposing such matters. 

it was not very lon c alter the colonists hac been in Tule 

hake that many of them began to realize that it was rather e x-

pensive to live comfortabl; in the cam,,. Those with mon ey be-

came alarmed at tne dwindling oi their reserves; while  those 

without mone> wanted to nave so le. Much agitation was directed 

against trie government and gradually trie attitude tha t one should 

try to get as much as possible from the government preva iled. 

ManT  issei aeiinea the situation in such a manner that they 

began to demand rubiic Assistance Grants and clothing allo wances; 

whereas on the outside their pride would never have allowe d 

triem to go on reiief--even il they were almost starving. 

Thus, certain action structures developed from collec tive 

adjustments to unexpected situations. New attitudes a rid new 

associations also iormed. Some oi the institutions est ablished 

in Tule hake were similar to those that had existed in the pr e-

war days in the 'nil Tokyos; others were imposed upon the  com-

munity by the government. Very few 01 the new institution s 

have crystallized to the extent that trie;, could not be ch anged, 

but the lact remains that these new routines or living ar e be-

ing accep ted and are gradually becoming the habits of the colo-

nists. 

remaps one reason why there has not been s definite crys -

tallization is that there is no social solidarity in tne  Tule 
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Lake community. Tnere is no leadership acceptable to the ma-

jority, not Is there any tradition wnich is common to ail ele-

ments  01 the population. .finally there is no group aeiinea 

b?, the entire  e roUp as a co ninon enemy agaxiist whom they could 

unite. Differin; aei'initions  01 tne same situations ana con-

stant conilicts characterized the community ratj er than consen-

sus  . 

among the nany institutions that were transplanted In Tu-

le Lake from the Japanese communities ol the pre-war da ys were: 

t :e various exhibits' ana contests, talent shows, quee n contests, 

churches, x^e "rujin-kai",,dances, clubs, and Interest- roups, 

i  owever, these institutions met definite heeds in trie p roject 

and were all modified to meet the camp conditions. 

Among the institutions imposed by the ieueral government 

and which were accepted by the colonists were the vario us ser-

vice departments, Student Relocation, wardens, canteens , block 

managers' organization, block meetings, the uit} Counci l, tne 

necreation Department, the Legal aia Department, nurser y schools, 

and adult education classes. These institutions likewise p ro-

vided lor needs which were basic or which were necessitated 

by the nature or tie situation. 

The Planning board and the acceptance  01 tne strike as a 

metiiOd oi securing demands were the direct outcome 01 the s itu-

ation in the centers. It seems that the "tujin-kai" was rev  .ved 

in the form that it took largely because 01 tne lear on the p art 

oi parents that their daughters might have illegitimat e children. 

Collective adjustments were maae, then, lar^ei. alon 0 tne lines 

similar to tne adjustments tiiat had been made beiore or  along 
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lines su, jested by tne government. When no provisions w ere 

provided b\ either the traditions or the community nor the 

Oovernment, new usages were established. Ola institution s, 

sucn as the "Ken-jin-kai" (prefectural societ ies)which were 

no longer- able to cope with the needs  01 the people, seemed 

10 die away. hesistance oevelo^  eo.  fl ,_ninst the rovernmentally 

imposed institutions when in the conceptions  01 the Issei such 

institutions were not lor the welfare 01 the community. 

Fart V. oaMmar\ ano Tentative conclusions 

Following the evacuation and relocation crisis, succe ss-

ive groups oi evacuees attempted to adjust themselves to tne 

life in rule hake. From May 27 on, group alter ,rou,, added 

to the population of the project. At lirst tlere was ha rmonv, 

and many ambitious goals were set up. It was not long, Ho w-

ever, before eorhiicts took .lace. 

It seems that the adjustments m general took tne form 

or a social movement. Frdm the m a 01 June to about the mi d-

dle or August, people were restless, uneasy, and acted i n a 

ranoo.ii manner. They wer susceptible to appeals tnat t apped 

their discontent arid tne agitators placed an important ro le. 

By the end of August, so: e oi tne iee lmgs oi discontent be gan 

to locus against tne government. 70 This was probably due to 

70 
For an excellent discussion oi social movements see 

one article by Herbert Blumer on "Collective Behavior" in n B 
Park, outlines 01 m e n i n e t i e s 01 ¿ocioio,,,  .  See especially 
pa L e s  2ob-V2 ior a discussion especially apropos to the abo ve 
discussion. 
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circular reaction ana Interstimulation. 

Early in September definite notions began to arise con-

cerning the "cause" of the difficulties ana tne mil  Lin.  con-

tinued. Tactics, such as the strike, b.came organizea an d 

accepted. 

it seemed tnat most oi tne people who came in the advance 

crew nad the desire oi co-operating with the Caucasians to 

make Tule Lake the "best relocation center in the country" , 

block competed against block and the people tried their b est 

to help each other adjust to the camp life. Ever; thing was 

getting started, and every day some new activity was ad ded. 

There were, some conflicts between the evacuees, but the re was 

no organized ieeiings against tne administration. There wa s 

to some extent an identification of the part oi the ind ividuals 

with the project and tne staff. 

The first trouble began when  «all  erg a people began coining. 

into the project in large numbers. Sectional strife broke o ut. 

However, there was little In tne way or organized resis tance 
/ 

against trie administration. As a matter of fact, organiz ed 

resistance w%s impossible because tnere were too many d ifferent 

definitions of the situation. The strug, le was between  the 

various factions in the communit;  ,  ior status ana ior lumber. 

It was a matter oi each individual for himself rather than 

a co-operative effort toward a common end. 

As the weatner got hotter people uegan to sit around and 

grumble. Arguments arose over tne iowness oi the wa,„es; t rou-

ble be*an on tne farm; struggle aiter struggle came ov er lumber; 

arguments arose over canteen profits. There was still muc h 
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internal strife. nisei and Kibei clashed in two mess ha ils; 

nisei iou :  nt M s e i for tne "soft" jobs; issei ana nisei fought 

lor ,oliticai power. 

Gradual  .  , nowever, t^e suspicion 01 Caucasians and their 

motives be t .an to grow. People began aryirg fond. in prepara-

tion for a winter or "starvation". rrom trie beginnin g of  AU-

fJ ast trie miliin  .  about ceased t̂  be as aimless and as random 

as bel ore. Agitators came to trie scene, ana the situat ion was 

such that they were able to focus tne attention of the p eople 

on certain discontents. 

Trouble be^an with trie "ahooarakyo" incident and imme di-

ately thereafter the farm strike broke out. .rear 01 t e "in u" 

was openly expressed, ^nd with tne strike there was so me crys-

tallization of a ieelin£ a, ainst 9.11 "keto", not simply t he 

administrative personnel. Then came the strikes ^n tie pa ck-

in^ shed, trie cor  s  true tion crew, ano the furniture factor- . 

Another  flar*. â  occurre  •  over the c c 1 situation. There w s 

open resent ont, snc the pro-keto element, es x eci.-oiiy Dr. Iki, 

was much in di.sre_.ute. ''he Iki-Tsukamoto trouble stre am from 

the  Sacrai.  entc area to trie entire project. The mess h M  !  trou-

ble reflected not onl; resistance to the administrat ion bi t 

also " fear:, a fe-  1  ir ol -.nsecurity  r t rot having control 

over food. 

While the issei in the colon;, seemed airnoot unified in 

their defiant stand against tne administration, the nisei c on-

1 inued to fi^nt against each other. 'ihe J.A.C.L. men and the ir 

opponents tore at eacl other; while otrier nisei argued and 

bickered over who wa* to Le n e u- en ol Tule hake. There 
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was little unit? emon.- the nisei. 

The "bulletin, 01 a movie theatre ana the broaacasting to 

Ja^an rockea tne community. ±n a sense these two incidents 

crystallized more tnan any other incident trie already existing 

sentim nts oi the issei and Kibei. The broadcast issue br ought 

to the open attention oi everyone the question of "loyal ty" 

to country. The theatre project was probably voted down, not 

because tne people aia not want a theatre, but rather becau se 

some agitators wanted to show the aoministration that "th e Japa-

nese couia not be shoved around". This was a perioa ox org an-

ized protest. 

Gradually the tenseness began to ale down. The aimless 

milling about ana the organized protest seemed to 1a ae away. 

People began once more to go about tnelr way, preparin g for 

the cola winter to come. minor crises arose, out they uia 

not attract as much attention as they mi £ht have  Dei ore.  By 

this time, the people were accepting the new routines i n their 

lives as a matter oi course. Adjustments had been made an d 

new institutions ana associations were being accepted. 

During the lirst six months oi its existence, the Tule 

hake Project went through considerable strife. Lany have a t-

tributed the aifiicuities to agitators or to the poor o rgani-

zation ana inefficiency of tne administration. It wo ula seem, 

however, that these explanations omit one very importan t consi-

deration. it is quite possible that all the strife was a b y-

product ol the effort on tne part or the individuals con cerned 

to adjust themselves .o the lile in the center. .mat happene d 

in Tule hake was probably- the proauct oi the collective adjust-
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merit oi' diverse peoples to a similar social ana physical si-

tuation. The agitator, for example, Is the product oi the 

situation,  i  or verj  l  ew would pay much attention to an agita-

tor were it not ior the fact that he tiimseli was aiscontent 

about sometn aig. 

it seems, therefore, that the evacuees were confronted by 

new situations in trie project. ftew attitudes developea, ana 

these were combined witn the old. i*ew institutions were imposed 

upon them, bat tnese were modified to approximate ola p atterns 

or to meet other needs. In the 1Luia situation it is diffic ult 

to speak of the crystallization or collective adjustments into 

institutions; however, given time, this probably will t ake place. 

What happened in 'rule hake then was r result or the res-

ponse or human bein s to the peculiar combination oi physica l 

ano social situations ^resented by the project. 


