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There have recently been three events of considerable signi-
ficance in the religious field in aZe. The first of these
covered the Easter week-end services and program and has been
documented and indexed as Topaz H451, This present document will
cover the dedieation of the Puddhist and Protestant churches
which have recently been constructed in the center by the labor
of the parishoners, The third will be the documentation on the
Buddhist Churches of America conference, which was held during
the week-end of April 28-30.

The two new churches stand on the plaza in the center of
Topez. One faces the east snd housses the Protestant denomina-
tions, The other faces the west and is occupied by the Bud-
dhists, These bulldings were formerly used by the CCC and the
sections were hauled into the center last fall.

The churches have previously occupied recrestion halls but
wvhen it was decided that these should be returned to Community
ietivities to provide recreation space, the church groups were
informed that they might have the CCC buildings, providing that
they were erected free of cost to the ¥WRA,

The history of the Buddhist building shows that 101 men,

different times, were engaged in its construction, consuming

a total of 436 man days, The construction of the building was

begun on Jonuary 13, 1944 and was brought to a temporary halt

on Februery 7 pending s construction permit from the Washington
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offices, This came through on March 3 and construction was re-
sumed and the structure was completed on April 17,

The Protestant church building was eonstructed with 96
individual workers partiecipating, The actual construction

started on January 25 and, like the Buddhist church, was brought

to a halt on Febdbruary 7« And like the Buddhist church construce

tion was resumed on March 3 with the building being completed
en April 8,

The program for construction of these buildings was devel-
oped by the Inter-Faith Ministerisl Assoclation, Working
¢losely together, the members, representing all denominations
and faiths in Topaz, developed their plans in a harmonious man-
ner that brought a close understanding among the representatives
of the different faiths., It is significant that at no time has
there ever been any lack of harmony among the leaders of the
respective religious groups in Topaz, .

The church buildings were used, to some extent, before
actual completion, for phases of the Easter celebration, but
the formal dediestion of the two buildings was set for a simul-
taneous service, to be conducted in the new civie auditorium,
which stands in the middle of the pleza between the two build-
ings, The date chosen was the evening of Tuesday, April 18,
1944, There was an attendance of nearly 400 persons st the
dedliecatory service, which concluded with members of the Prot-
estant faith being guests at the Buddhist church for a recep-

tion, while members of the Buddhist faith were guests at a
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reception at the Protestant church,

The formal program included the following numbers:

Violin BOLlO0tioN. s ssconcassinncnoss sl Tokijiro Seki

Introductory TalKeessesesssssssnsesChairman
Rev, J. K, Tesuka-

moto
ﬂistory of the BUildingS...-........8Uddhist
#dr, Seichi Waka-
yYama
Protestant

Mr. X, Tanaks

Dedlcatory ROBATKS . v osvovsoensencss ROV, Es Kawamorita

Introduction of GUeSES.eesssessvessChairman
Remarks from Honored CuestSeceesseesr, Charles P,
Ernst
Mr., George Shima-
moto

my

Tord Of !nanksoooo'oooooo-ooooooootogeVo

The introductory remsrks were especlally significant and
set s theme for the service, as the Reverend Jo K. Tsukamoto,
who served as chairman, stressed the fsct that while the world
was engaging in a struggle of destruction on a vast scale, we
here in Topaz have heen engaged in sets of construction.

"We have just finished two buildings, which, in our minds,

are the most important in Topaz, the Buddhist and Protestant

church building,” he said, "Significant 1s the faet that they

were built in the center of Topaz, indicative of the central
role of religion in the hearts of men and of community life.”

In his dedicatory remarks, Reverend B, Kawamorita dwelt
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one the same theme, stressing the significance of the central
location of the churches.

A brief summary of his remarks follow:

"Religion has demonstrated its supreme worth as the seat

of authority in life., 1In the history of the religions of the

world, two stand out in prominence and importanece, Buddhism

and Christisnity. The Government of the United States has
wisely recognized the bodies of these two religions as being
desirable in our relocation centers and have granted them
freedom to carry on their services without restrictions and
have encouraged their activities, In order to meke the in-
fluence of these religious bhodies more effective, the Adminis-
tration has fostered the formation of the Inter-Faith ¥inis-
terial Association which as a unit has given stability to the
community of Topaz ss a united voice counseling and encouragimg
right dealings in all matters.

"Recently two new buildings have been completed on the
high school plaza, the Buddhist and the Protestant buildings,
These buildings, to be used exclusively by and designated ex-
elusively for these churches are located in the center of this
community. This is appropriate and significant because relig-
ion should be located centrally in the souls of the people and
in the heart of the community life rendering service to humanity,

"It 1s a great plessure and privilege to have all of you
present here, member of the Administrstive Staff and all who

have contributed to the building of the two churches and to all




who have helped and otherwise taken interest in their construc-
tion, as we now announce the new buildings of the Topag Buddhist
Church and the Topaz Protestant Church to be officially dedi-
cated,

"It is our sincere hope that with the added convenience and

incentive, the Topez Ministerial Association will continue to

render its influence and help and provide = spiritual founda-

tion to Topaz which will make it an ideal community."

#r. Ernst, the first guest spesker, stressed the important
role of religion in the affairs of the community, emphasizing
the great need of dedicating ourselves to the things which
these buildings represent.

Mr, George ?himamotb, the guest speaker representing the
Community Counecil, declared that next to the necessities of
life, such as food, clothing and abode, man has need of relig-

In the history of men, religion has played an important

"¥hile there are many religions and dénominations, the funda-
mental basis of all religions are one....let the two buildings
located in the center of Topaz be lights shining in the darkness
to lead the people of this community," he said.

Heverend Zenkal Okayama of the Buddhist Church closed the
exercise with his words of apprecistion. He declared thst it
was the faith of the believers that completed the buildings.

"This same spirit must permeate the community life to build

it up," he said. "If the people who will attend these meetings
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give leadership in the upbuilding of the moral and spiritual

1ife of the community, it will be & real aet of thanksgiving

o
for the buildings here dedicsted.™
In closing, the chairmen thanked the guests and the audi-
> P

-

ence their participation and cooperation and extended to
them cordial invitations to attend the Open House, which would

immediately follow the conclusion of the program.




