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I explain my study - Mr. Kikuchi. is;.somewhat reluctant, but agrees to be interviewed,
if, should I wish to publish anything, L show him the material first.

Joseph Kikuchi,; To a certain degree It was that the setup - that they could. always look
hack and this, should never happen to any minority.. Just recently, when
&L Irantan crisis wes $olng on  you see how the Iranian minority - they
didn't knowwhat tUdo.. Threatened! Welt, you know, Vve &ound, It brings
hack memory oh what happened to ws /Zlight ahter Heart Harbor.

Rosalie Wax: T think It was Senator Hayakana that suggested that,

Joseph Kikuchi:  (interrupts;) - (laughs) With Senato/i Hayakawna 1 juAt wonder that sometimes
that by opposing and taking the opposite side he gets what he really wants.
You know - and T sometimes give him that benehlt oh doubt,, That's how |
kind oh look at It.

Rosalie Wax: (laughs)

Joseph Kikuchi: He has a certain way oh app/ioaching It. You know;, It's his personality.
He doesn't care toOmuch host Immediate gratlhicatlon. He's looking way
ahead. He says; /light now evenyone's going to denounce ne, but yea/is hom
now - when they Ziealty look back - It may be the correct one.

Rosalie Wax: Welt, you know, what you've told ne hes madce ne that | shouldn't
publish anything without hI™At getting the app/ioval oh the people on the
Committee ho/i Rechess and Reparation.

Joseph Kikuchi: Welt, | think I'n you/le approaching this, the only thing that concerns us
Is that once we give the Inhormatton, then we don't have any control owe/i
howlt's used. ThlIt's given with some kind oh ill to look at the h-inal
thing beho/ie 1t's published, and then we could nmake a con/iectlon and then -
that type oh thing - Ih you would be willing.

Rosalie Wax: K | wilt give you ny word that behore 1 publish anything, 1'll send you
a copy oh It.

Joseph Kikuchi:

Rosalie Wax: Welt, this has happened to ne, and | consulted a lawyer about It, and he
advised ne that T should talk to no reporters, about this Japanese matter.
I'I'l give you nyword - girl that I won't publish - It's Kto give It
to historians, who'll keep xt quiet, | guess, but I won't publish anything.

Joseph Kikuchi: Yes.
Rosalie Wax: without.
Joseph Kikuchi:  (interrupts) | agree - but that wasn't the only thing, you know;, kind oh,

that with these Interviews, that the material 1s taken out oh context and
highlighted.
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This, happend to ne, when | wrote up that 1 got this. grant {jkon Rgckeheller, they
didn't get it Atxalght.

That kind oh Acaxes. you. . .Well, ore. you doing this alt by youXAelh, ox do you
have, people, aiding you?

No. It’a juAt a amall grant. . Md Alnce T woa them at Tale Lake A0 long, and %
have ny {jieldnoteA, which were. not given to the library, you kow* . .

When were you there at Tale Lake?
I woa there hxom febxuaxy. . .T began to VIA.It In februaxy 1944 - that woa ateA
they had the vote and gave. up the Atxlke.

Yes.

Ad then T lived thexe until May oh 1945. . Md T talked to a great many people ad
took It all doan verbatim.

That*A when | woa there.. | waA thexe hxom 1943 to Novenber oh hoXty-hlve. (tie were
hIXAt at Rohwex, In Arkansas. See, we wexe. one oh the ao-called dlAloyal ones, and
when they Aegxegated that group - X gueAA - | woa only about nine gx ten, but
evidently ny parents answered No-No on one oh thoAe loyalty questions.

Ad ao  you went with youx paxentA?
Right, xlght.

(bald 1 aAk when you wexe boAn, and where?
X woa boon In 1932, In Venxyn, Oxll-hornia.

You muAt have been about nine ox ten, when Veaxl Uaxibgx came and.
I WaA nine.

Vo you xemembexanything about how you holt when you heard that you and youx paxentA
wexe going to be evacuated?

What | think now, is the, howwould you Aay. . .oh not knowing whatA In the hutuxe.
Hwwould you Aay, thexe’A a word h°x it. . .the insecuxity oh not knowing. Because,
even though you’xe poor, there’a a certain amount oh Aecuxlty, because. , .neighbors
. . .everyone kowA you. Aid then, 1 Atlll remember, when we wexe. given notice tg
evacuate, Aince we didn’t know where we were going to be Aent, W knew we were, going
to be Aent to Stockton AAPenbly Centex, but hxom there, we didn’t know where we were
going to be Aent.

You were Aent to Stockton?
YeA That woa a racetrack there. . .and they assembled everyone there.

Hw did youx hother earn his living?
Well, my paxentA, youknow, we're all haxmeXA - grape grownexs.

Aid did youx brothers and sisters. go in with you?
YeA, the whole homily had to go.

Hw many brothers andsisters didyou have?
Seven brothers and one AiAter.

Ad then, | woa going to aAk, do you have any memories oh the AAAenbly Centex?
Well, this Is very interesting, becaufe - about a year ago | went back to ny hone
town, you know,. . .
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In Ven

I\bﬂ<£&rynvxas In Lodi, Xwas botin In Penryn, but we were living In Lodi, But aryway,
I went back - ¢ku Is. attest almost honly years, and God, my old Aoack. IS Atm up,
you know, and, you know how your nmenory | a. when you're smallf and everything looks
Ao gigantic? A God, It woa ag small there, Axdthen | went to vIAIt alt ny ?
that | used to go to. It wAA arealty Interesting thing. But the haunting part
woa the house wes almost exactly tike we just stepped out. The hpws'e ls. there, Qur
work clothes and everything la stilt kind oh hanging, No one hes every been there.
They're using that as a storage house now.  You kind of got to peek In there. But,
It kind o& brings memories back, , .oh childhood,

Vo you remember anything that happened to you In the Assembly Center, dyes, anything
come to your mind?

Melt, the Assermbly Center, at that age, , ,once we were In the Assembly Center, then
you have lots oft kids oh your age that you had to run around and play with., and so,

In that sense, hor my age group, It wes kind 0h good, because we had playmates, and
you dldn't have to work, on the Ym, you know So we got to play a lot. But the only
disadvantage Is, you can't go anywhere, around. My older brothers, were at a dis-
advantage because they were older.

I 've talked to a men wo was eleven at the time, and he h™"H sad, and he. did sense
the rejection even at that age. VId you have any h&dln% like that?

It's not. . .It's like you hed aclose hrlend, and all 0N & Sadden the hrlend says,
'l don't want to see you anymore,’ you know. It's that type 0h heeling. Rejection,
| guess, you call It.

Vid you experience oh that?
Thinking back, It took years, actually, to get to the point where. , .you would h&el
secure with a Caucasian group. It took ne roughly till | wes oat oh eoliege, where

I really hell 1 had better control.

Are you saying that this bothered you so much that you didn't want to think about

It until after you leht college?

Yes, you get that Inherlority heeling, because you heel rejected and then you don't
heel like putting yourselh In that position again. So that you never meke close,
hrlendshlp with Caucasian group. Once you gel out oh college, where, you know you're
more trained than other people, then you get rid oh that Inherlorlty complex. So In
that sense, 1 would say that It psychologlcally, It does, even though, you didn't go
out oh your way to heel It. Uve aways hell that. | really think that once %got
out oh college, | went to professional school, | hell | was more up. The high school,
however, you heel like you really weren't up to that standard, or whatever there wss
In my mind.

You didn't resent this, or wes It just a kind oh timidity?

No - It Isn't this. | think It was - | never spent any time res.entlng - because you
can’'t go back and do anything about It. Even to this day - | never really resented,
you know;, like, my h<willy - we all went back to Japan, you know. And then, | spent
one year In Japan, and then | came back on ny oan, you know, | wes h°urteen or so.
Ad | made ny way since then, by myselh.

You mean, hrom Tule Lake you went to Japan h°r a couple oh yeans, and then you cane
back on your onr?

Yes. You see, | think we went back In 1945 about Vecember. And | came back In
November oh 1946.

Ad then you went to hlghs.chool here?
Yes. You see, | lived with a Jewish h”rilly &€ went to high school - | wes a school
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hoy in exchange, {jch room and board ~ and that'4 how I. went through high. school.

Ad, from there, | volunteered for the United States, Amy, during the Korean am*.e <
It'a really ironic, you knout, you figure, up {ikon J941 to forty”five ok forty-six,
we'fie what they call security risks, and everything. Adthen ty 1999 we're all

In military intelligence, with, the highest security clearance. A G0 Xget the
clearance and everything. Onthat | get the highest clearance, So Xlook. hack, pn
it today, you know, ana Vthink, boy, that is. really ironic, where, from a suspected
disloyal person, all of a sudden you get the highest security clearance. So At s
hind ot5ironic, when you really look at it, howthe country iis.es yon to their con-
venience.

Well, on the other hand, X have to respect you {jor volunteering lor the Amy»

The reason, Xthink, is that we were s till trying to prove, our loyalty, you know

We missed - most of us were to°young for World War It.  Adthen the Korean War came,
quite a few oi us volunteered. , .to continue to prove that we were, loyal. MWy »
brothers also volunteered, and they were all in military intelligence, one wss

Air Vorce Intelligence and the other ore. was in the @.C which, Is (ounter InteJUU- t
gence. A so our whole family, which were considered disloyal, whichis real nrpnxc.
So today when they say that we were put in carp because oi disloyalty, it doesn t
really hold water, because - as soon as the war's over we're considered the loyalest
kids and given high military classificatcon, It doesn't really Make sense.

Aiter the war, what proiession did you enter?
| 'ma dentist.

Ad | guess, aiter the war you must have gone to college and begun professional
training?

Ves | g\]Nent to UJA ior four years. - and then (out years at V\mh U, (\Nashlngton
University at St. Louis). The professmn of ny other brother, ke, went into pocUatry.
So, our family, well, | tell you, reaIIy looking back, we had drive and determination.
Vi kind of starved when we were going to school, but. W didn't have the typical
family. We all made it on our oan

Vou didn't have the GT bill, after. . ,?
Yes. | went to college with it.

But in_high school you kind of starved? n @

Ves - in high schodl we just worked in a Jewish family. That is What s really mce,
you know, because the only ethnic group that really helped the Japanese Anmericans,
when they got out of canp, was the Jewish community.

They did do that. Well, | would say not only the. . .I1 had a friend at Tule Lake, .
Mr. Kunitani, who wes helped by a religious group. You know there are a few religious
groups that helped them, but 1 can unders.tand the Jews helping.

Yes. You see | went to high school in San francisco, you know, and there, were quite
a few of us that were living with families, most of them were living with the. Jewish

families, and their,. . .B'Slai. . .or whatever that is.
B’ Nai
They reaﬁy got together and | think each family that belonged to that mﬁa

commitment of taking in one student, you know.

That's wonderful. A : w n
Ad quite a few of us were able to go through school, because there A no other V\ay
that we could have mace it through high school without that kind of support. They
were really good to us.
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That's nice to know
I think pajit of It, | thinkTthey ontheir relatives. went through. the. same thing
In Germany, so | think there was a certain amount of sympathy.

I was going to ask about your memories - when you went to Rohwer, did. you go to the
GRA school there?
Ves.

Vo you have a special memories of thattime?

T thought It wes real good, the'school, well, | guess you couldn't compore It to
today's standards, | guess, you know, It's below poverty type of educatlon. because
they didn't have any facilities except home made desks, and a couple of books, bat
| still rmember the teachers were real dedicated type. | think quite a few were
Quakers and Christian.

Ves. Titefie were many good people In, . .

Ves. 1think we didn't have material facilities., but the type of encouragement and
everything that they gave to us was really good, | think. because,, you figure,
during World War IT, when the popular thing Is to hate the Japanese, those people
committed themselves, and i?1

Would you agree with ne, |'ve noticed with. other Japanese Americans. | 've talked with,
| sensed that they felt that not everybody thought that they were criminals or bad.
Ves.

Ad perhaps that was one reason people talked to me. 1 wes the only person wo went
In and saw them and.

Why did you go?

| was a nmenber of the Evacuation and Resettlement Study,
Wss that supported by the school?

Supported by the University of California and again - by The Rockefeller Foundation.
Ad we were supposed to study the evacuation. Ad | was the only one who could go
to Tule Lake, because things, were so rough- there, that any Japanese wo would go
visiting and asking questions would be sure to be called Inu.

Ves. That’s right.

but 1 was a big, strapping, hakujln, and | was 3J or 3 at the time, and | just got
along beautifully with lots. of. . 7
Ohn Vou know that now, some people are accusing the study group. You know that,

don't you?

That | hadn't heard. ) _
Well, they’re Inclined that the gorgp that went and got the. Information, that they

gave the Information to the security people and they used that Information to find
out wo were the trouble makers,,

Oh!' Is this, the paper byMr* Suzuki?
\es.

I've read that, and he does talk about the WRA Comrunity Analysts, and accuses them
of this.
Ves. Working, you know

Ad | think he even accuses me, and | hadto laugh,because. .
Well, see, the thing wasfor Information, Instead of usinglt for academic use.
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| think hz zxaggzrates, bzzausz | knew thz Community Aialysts, and noAt of them wzre
rzally very dezent people.

Vm kind of glad that Vm talking to you, you actually went In, you knout, and served
there, bezause within oust gorup there. are some bitter persons, you know, that atz.
abound, and they're 6hooting in every direction. Vo you kmout Hike Matsuoka?

No.

He used to bz the hzad oYthe JACL, dotting wartime, and there are Aore oi thom that
are azzusing him, that hz sold out, and that if hz hadn't sold out, why uz wouldn't
havz had to go into zanp. Thz thing is. that when someone nekes, that typz oi*
azzuses pzoplz, without any Information, It kind of bothers. nz whzn people start
doing that, bzcaudz I1t'a really throwing mud all over thz plaze.

(Hell fortunately, as fan. as V zan see, only a very ferm pzoplz are doing It.
Yes.

AnoAt all thz Japanese 1 talk, to are very Aanz and level hzadzd.
Yes. Thz pzoplz In thiA area, In thz St. Louis area ojiz a littlz different than thz
ones onthz West Coast.

Tn what way? _ _ - ) _
Well, thz thing Is, most oi ua, tn this, area, ojiz professionals, you know, Aid AOf
nationwide, we're a littlz bit more. . .before wz jump to zonzluAlons, we're willing

to analyzz lots of things, without getting emotionally Involozd In thz thing, Whereas,
on thz West Coast, some of us would plzk up any slur and bzllzvz It, without analyzing
anything. So, whzn we mzet with, thz West Coast group, It kind of bothers wz, bzzausz,
whzn you Alt doan and (7). you mekz this kind of azzusatlon, you know;, this. . . It
really Isn't based on fact, it's based more on repetition, Where someone sold It and
sold It and said It, and eventually they azzepted it as fact. | knowthat there ate
some aeal angry people out thete that. , .

Well, 1 guess In the Redress and Reparation, the level heads, will have to do their
best to take zharge.
That’s the thing.

I talked to a Japanese friend about this, Frof. , In San Franciszo, and \
asked him how serious this was, and he told nme that most people didn't pay muzh atten-
tion to this, to these azzusatlons. That mede ne feel better.,

Vzs.

I'd like to ask, how didlt happen that your family did decide to goto Tuie Lake?
Well, Z think, ny father, 1think bazk now that I'm older.

Hay | Interrupt and ask, were youthz oldzst In thzfamily?

No, t was thz youngest. But, you probably know;, thz Japanese family -thatthey don't
zommunizate. The father hardly ever zommunlzates to their zhlldren, you kow, Axd
so, | really didn't,. . .1 look bazk, you know, | guess | was only about J3 or |4 when
1 left ny parents. But even then, It's a oneway type of zommunlzatlon, where the
father tells you what to do and you azzept It. You never talk bazk or even suggest
what you believe In. So, |’ve talked with, ny older brothers over thz years, and what
| 've found out waes ny father was a real pacifist during the war, and so he camre to
this zountry during the Japanese Russian war. | think, you zould say that today Ifl

I think of him as a draft dodger. He knewthat If he stayed tn Japan he was going to
get drafted. And when | went bazk to Japan, oh | guess '74 or '75, and | wss talking
with-some of the relatives, you traze bazk the family history, you find out that the
whole family, for generations bazk, never believed In fighting. That waes one of the
things they zarrled over here., fond so, during the woTj jAren we were In Rohwer, |t
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wasn't disloyalty that naeck, them go to Tale. Lake, tt wes noae, that at that tame,

by gotng to Tule Lake, theiK sons lan't be charted. | thank, that mMiu his motive. . ,
Because X KementeK that when | volunteeKed {jon the dwtand %went into seKvice
(.during the Korean War), and Xaes stationed an c?1{j(K acoupHe oh rnonthA When X
visited my fatheti, he was Atilt alive at that tame, by than, he didn't hawe, too much
contKol oveK ny ¢¢ifie, because 1I'd been anay $oa many yeaAS. When Xwent hore, he
Aaid, "Get out oh that unihOKmJ' Because X had the Adny unaiotm on.

What X wes saying wes. that he didn't believe in fighting, K you know, even
being in service. So, when Xwsas in unihokKm, you know, the American Aimy uni™OHmM,
tﬂe liIAAt thing he said wsas,"Get out oh that unihoKm," because that, to him, implied
the wonst.

This wes not a Aeligious Reeling?

No. It wes not a adagiows Reeling. Xthink he was what you call a pule Pacifist.
He just didn't belikein killing ok fighting, and Xthink it Keally bgiheKed ham
Although, he  neveK Keally saidit out loud. But heneveK pounded that intoqua heads,
so &amouk point of view, itdidn't distuKb us to seKpe.

Cn X ask, with youK views these., and you being the youngest, did you also go to the
PKoject VRA school?
\os.

That's inteKesting. YouKiatheK didn't make you go to Japanese school?
Ok, we went to Japanese school too.

Which one did you to?
1 don't. . .knowabout it. . .now,

Jowvlet's see, theKe was the Vai Tona and then theKe was one, .
Ch the one that wes Kadical. We didn't join that one. My fiatheK kind g&thought that
that wes militaJdiistic.

01 couKse he wouldd That'sinteKesting.
Because that gKoup, they shaved ohh iheidi head, they had the Kislng sun on theiK sweat

shints, all oh them was completely to Japan.

I imagine youK {jatheK didn't take any action against them. He just leht them alone.
Yes. He didn't like any kind oh fighting, so he just said, that's not the Wy I'm
going to go. Wewent to the KegulaK Japanese school, wheke. they just taught ws the
language. It wasn't any bKain-washing.

(Tells story of what she did for teacher iIn Japanese language school during Department
of Justice pickups.)

Well, | tell you, that peKcod was Keally tKoumatic, X can KemenbeK that theKe wes a
pKetty big upKising.

Would you like to tell nme noke about it?

Yes. That pentad Keally distuKbed the people oh the canp. U to that point the
people obeyed what the AhncnistKatton told us to do. Aid the line, ch communication
and the block and all the way donn to the Kesidents wes weldty stkpng. But when this
hpKce came, it Keally destKucted the whole AdmcnistKatcon and the line oh communica-
tion, because it split the canpin two. The one waes, you had to be a supeK-patniot
to J and the otheK waes, you wese just an inteKnee, because you WKote. No-No on
youK loyalty questionnaiKe.
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VeA, they said "/qua not Japanesej'the Hokoku,
VeA

Unless you join us.

Ves. Unless. you committed yours.ell. A so, they really split the canp apart

and - well, naturally, you could Identily them, because they shaved oH'their hair.
Ad they were very milltaris.tlc,

Vtd you, as an 11 on 72 yean old hoy, did you have any experiences. with, theAe people
at alt?

Well, we were kind ol lortunate, because qua block, | think we waybe had only two

to three lamllceA (of Hashl-dan) . Bat 11 you we/te In a block where, the majorlty
were that type, then they could ol neatly made youn Hie miserable,

Ves. Xhave It In nmy noteA, they ponced people to sign.

Right, and theybeat you up. A so, XAtlll remember, that we boyA went In gnoupA
wheneven we went, because, I'l you weren't on theln Aide, you know, they would try to
pick a light and everything, you know.

I'm ao glad youtoldA That X didn't kow.
VeA. Ore ol nylatherla best Intends, got Atabbed duringthat period.

(jJell, the AtabblngA were moAtly In May and June ol 1944.
VeA Aomewhere around there* because X remember my lather cane home and he said,
"Oh, ' he said,

Vid they Atab him because they Aald he wes an Inu?
Ves. Xdon't kowll anyone told you. His, nare was Noma

Oh, Mr. Nomel
\Vou remember him.

he got murdered!

Vid he get murdered? x remember that he got Atabbed, X didn't know he got murdered.
Vou Aee, he was Irom the same prelecture a ny lather, ao they were. cloAe Intends..
That men (Noma) wes well educated, and X think nmy lather took lot ol his advise. My
lather really wasn't that well educated. He had three years, ol education, but he
learned to read and everything by kimsell. Sc he read a lot, but he didn't have a
lonmal type ol education.

Xremember, Mr. Noma used to visit vaalot ol time. He wss very logical In explain-
ing what's happening. Md Xthink hemight ol, | don't know lor sure, but Xthink he
might ol stood up In the block meeting dr something, and he might ol expressed his
point ol view and It didn't go over.

(jJell, X've aways lelt that there were some ol these Resegregatlonlsts., a lew, wwo
were really gangsters, and they were set on scaring people at that time, and that some
ol them were a little crazy.

Ves. They were kind ol crazy. The lanatic type, you know.

But nobody would ever, but nobody ever dared say a word because. . .
Right. Because Il you stood up and said something, then they would beat you up.

Vou'd be beat up or your lamlly would be killed.

VeA Md ao, evidently, he must have said, ny lather said, you know, he got Involved
In some things that he said things he shouldn't have said to some people. X remember
ny lather saying he (Noma) stood up at a block meeting and expressed his point ol view,
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and | think It kind of embarrassed the fanatics. find | think, to a certain degree
they lost their {jace. and | think that3A howthey got after him.

That period was very traumatic., bat, you know, | don't really think that those
fanatlcs. were neatly crazy, except that they got cowled anay with their power* They
had no opposition. Somre of them didn't go hack to Japan. Most of them went hack to
Japan, but some of them, at the last minute, they changed their winds.. ( ? 1 They
changed their tune night anay.

I think you one night, that this: was a kind of, how should one say, a fanatical
movement. | got cannled anay myself, so t can understand It.
Because there'sno opposition* Those wwo deslnedpower.

A then when all the police neslgned, why thene was no police In the canp, SO there,
wes no safety.

Yes. Hewere fortunate In living In a block that the majority wene nore. peaceful
than the fanatics. But X kmow that a fellow, ny fnlend, lived In a block that had
nothing but fanatics. T know they shaved theln head off, because they didn't belong
to the group for Identification.

You mean they shaved without belng nembers:?
Yes.

X kowa lot of people joined justto be safe., but. ..you know, muh as I'pe studied
and worked, X keep learning newthings. |1'mso glad | talked to you.

There's alot of things - that really, today | think back, and now, X can saw it

more logically, than X saw then*

My brother testified In L A during the recent hearing, you know, and he asked ne also
to testify In Chicago. But Xreally can't do that because, God, It Is really eno
tional. BEven to this day, Xthink It's still burled within me that | really don't
face It a completely. . .T find myself every so often, segments would come out. Wen
you see something. . .But the Iranian crisis, really made ne kind of mad. . .being
ganged up on by toughs. That's when X felt that we really had to bring the story

out. So that In a period of hysteria, people could look, back to our studies which
was done during a peaceful moment.  The point to say; 'Mow look., before you turn

Into nob hysteria, look what happened here." So that we could be more of a guide-
post. Ad that's how I'd like to do It. Xtell you, when things were being thrown
at the Iranian students, when | read that, when Xread that Xsaid, 'God, what could
you do? Because they must haw, really been frightened. To be In a strange, country,
and the public being against them.

It's very moving for you to tell ne this.
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Hello?
Hello, | wes hearing Bach In the background,.

Yesh, my daughter has a piano lesson tklA afternoonf ag she'a doing the
last minute cramming. She always does that,

| recognize It irom nmy ckiZdkood, Xwondered |i yoa have a ZlttZe time

and would tike. ,1 would Zlke to aAk you a iew questions on Aore thingA
that have come up,
Yeah,

Ad do you mind !'£ Xtape It and then you can correct It or change |11

Thatk okay,

Ore thing | did want to report to you that your AuggeAtlon oi making a
second Interview haa begun to work out very welt.

Yeah, | notice there la a tittle more detail and | think that the people
are talking the Aecond time are used to you now and letting out a tittle
bit more than they would Initially, Xthink the ilrst Interview. that you
make, a tot oi them are kind oi guarded kind oi response; the Aecond gne
Aeem a tittle bit more detailed. Although that one lady had a tong one.

(both laugh) Xrealty ielt that she had a tot oi anxletleA about, tome-
how ahe woa expreAAINng her tension about her Hie In camp * talking AO much,

perhapA,

Yeah. |’ve noticed the one part that realty Interested me was on hers. was
the. .her parents, .and | think my parents went through a very similar
experience, except my parents we didn’t call them backr because they kind
oi liked Japan and didn’t want to come back. But | wss reading that and
Xsaid, ’It’a almost similar to ours.’

Xt wes really kind oi moving there oi her being all on her onn

Right. But | noticed that her iamlly did have mental problems, alot oi
nervous breakdownsu X just wonder, X don’t think you can really say

It’s all due to canrp, but some oi it Xguess might have been * the Initiat-
ing iactor. It wes a sad story.

Xwould agree. There was such stress and such Insecurity In campf that
even. ,like | said irankly In my book: | went "crazyl sometimes\

That Is really a hard thing not to get so emotionally Involved, Trying to
be, what do you call It, a proiesslonal observer, but Xguess It Is kind
oi hard without getting emotionally Involved.

You do get emotionally Involved come what may.
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X {jind that tn my practice. too, Atot of time when you one tneating youH best {nlendA
ch youH nelatlveA oh someone, .nothing goeA Htght. (laughs).

(laughs)

I juAt wonden Aometime I{ we just tnty too hand to pleaX, A X think. In youn wgnk
you have. the. Ame. expeAle.noz AometimeA

ThatJA a wonden{ul obAenvatlon, |’ve. reveA heand that be{one, but X think It IA night,

I think thath why & don't like, to neat nelatlveA.,

Well, on the othen hand, theAe la Aore dli{{enence In that, When ny huAband getA 4llI,
X take veny good cane o{ him and | may get anxlouA {on himr but X Ahquld Aay, ,thlA IA
alittle bit dlUenent than I{ X were tneating nelatlveA pno{eAAlonally,

Yeah, X think It'A dl{{enent becauAe you judgement lam't QA objective when you aAOpQHe
emotionally Involved,

VeA that'A tnue,
It AeemA we {unction betten when we don't get too emotionally Involved,

YeA, that'A connect. Aa | have emphoAlzed: the thing to keep doing la to take aconnate
noteA {iHm all the people whethen you like what you hean on you don't,

And then aften you have that, then anay {nom thene you can kind o{ analyze It a little
betten.

When anxiety on whateven It la, when It'A oven you've got the noteA, Well, X have
myAel{ been anxlouA. X woa even going to call you laAt week becaulAe %talked, to youH
AlAten and Ahe AuggeAted | aend hen the Intenvlew ao Ahe can anAnen It In wnltcng,

It neatly kind o{ AunpnlAeA me. | wonden why. .Ahe'A veny talkative and out-going, X
JuAt wonden |{ Ahe'A getting Aone advice {nom the JACL, because Ahe wokA thene at JACL
Becaude that neatly AunpnlAed me that Ahe'A not ca. {nee, Evldentatly Ahe must be
getting Aomre advice {jnom JACL.

Well, that would be all night. It happenA ny Aecnetany la, 11 and can't type up the
queAtlonA night now, but 1'll aend It to hen and Aee how Ahe {eelA,

Did Ahe Aay why Ahe would nathen anAnen It that way,

Well, a{ten X had aAked hen thlA, then X aAked I{ Ahe would mind aAking youH olden
bnothenA and Ahe woa veny heAltant and Ahe kind o{ Indicated that penhapA Ahe could,
but Ahe woan't Aune. And then |, AuggeAted that 1{ they don't wlAh. to talk to me, would
you aAk them why? JuAt oca you aAjced now, And then Ahe AOID to me, 'Well, but you
Ahould know," Then X woa taken aback. becauAe X {elt, well | have alot g{ hypotheAeA
at to why, but X neatly need people'A AtatementA. and ao X have been aAking people,

BecauAe you can't adAune, ,youn aAAumptlon may be wnong.
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| can't assune tt In my oan mind. So Xthought Xmtght even, |i you don't mind, X
might ask you what your guesses would be as to why people- wo have gone, to Japan and
been there some yeans, and then canme back, would be somewhat reluctant to talk, to me,

Xthink the ones, wo went back to Japan, X ieel that they one the ones wo suiiened
the most physically and mentally, than the onesthat just went through the camp
expedience. A so | think that group that went to Japan, | think they’re suHerlng,
| think It brings It back and 1 think some oi the nemodies one very versonot, and |
think the hunt they ieel - It hunts to even talk about it. That msght be one oi the
things and they might be carrying a certain amount oi bitterness below the suiaee and
they nay not wish to expness It. | wsas thene one yean, but | don’'t think. | suiiened
as much a say ny olden bnothens. wo wene thene several yeans.,

Howlong wene they thene?
My olden bnothens must have been thene at least ilve-six yeans.
This Is what Xwould ilnst guess that It just bnings back too much pain.,

Yeah, because | stayed with my panetns. at hore, so that | was mone on less protected
and X didn’t have to iace the cnuel world. Butthey went out, they had to eann theln
onn living, they wene wonking ion the Amed Services, and | think they may have suiiened
somewhat thene. . .the Insecurity that they had to go thnough, because every time the
division would get tnansienned on pulled out, then they would have to hustle to get
anothen job. . .constant hustling, because |i they didn’t get the job, they would be
unemployed, .stanve. . .And so | think my sisters and bnothens. might have gone thnough
quite a iew none things that they might not want to talk about, Although when Xwcs
with them, we hardly eveny talked about that penlod. .what they talk about Is just the
good pants, but |’'mpretty sune that they went thnough some periods. whene they went
hungny and cold and Insecurity.

This Is anothen hypothesis | had which, would you please clticlze inankly because my aim
hene Is to leann - Sore did not have citizenship, you kmnow ion many yeans until the

law wes passed that took anay this nenunclatlon business. A | just wonder |i any. .

i they might have this Insecurity that this might happen again on that they might be
deported?

Mo, 1 don’'t think that. Because that case has been setteld and you cant take It anay
again. Unless they nenounce voluntarily. So X don't think that would be. But now
that you bnought up the point, It was a very Insecure period ion them, because they
didn’t have Japanese citizenship, and they didn’t have American citizenship* So that
they one a person without a country. And | think to live ioun”ilve yeans under that
type oi cloud Is. a very Insecure ieellng. So | think, that’s another point that is

a big hurt hat they don’'t want to talk about.

Aiter all the troubles, and anxieties oi Tule Lake, .those terrible things to have this,
nmore terrible six on seven years. Ch GodJ

So when you ilgune the number oi yeans that they lost, say ioun yeans In canp, and then
ilve yeans In Japan, that’s nine yeans out oi tnelr live., .not getting Into any career
on something like that. So to them Xthink the years In canp through, wan and Japan

Is a big chunk out oi theln lives.

This would be ion some oi them as nmuch as nine years.
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Yesh, that's what I'm saying, $So 1 think that is one oi things that my olden bnotkens
may not wish. to talk aohut, | thiyik to a centain degree., when they Zook bank, and see

the youngen ores, tn oun iamity, .succeeding with education and evenything and they didn't
Succeed as much, 1 think they look back and say 'Weil, I've lost nine yeans, when 1
could have trained on got educated,” So to them they nay hold centain amount oi
bettenness, although | think it has been pnetty nepnessed. So ii someone asks. 'Did

the wan hunt you any?' you know, they want to slug the penson, who asked that kind oi
guestion, , ,Because they suiiened so much and they say, 'Weil ii someone can't see

j[hatr,] it's an insult to be ashed that," And | just wonden ii my sisten is nesponding

in that way.

She didn't say it accusingly, but in a nathen gentle way, you know;, but well, | think I
sensed a kind oi. .1 neplayed the tape which I nowwiped out because | know she wouldn't
want ne to keep ti, .but | got veny distnessed beione | had neplayed it, and then %
neplayed it and it didn't sound pahticutanly accusing., but on the othen hand, 1 think
deep donnin a sense it was an expnession oi, , ,howshould one say?, , Vou'ne pushing
in where you'ne not wanted', kind oi, , «

Yeah, yeah. | think they want to keep it veny pnivate. All these yeans that I've.
comesponded with them, she wes the only one in oust ianuly that always looked back, My
bnothen Anthun and | would aways, laugh about it, because she is always living in the
past. A so | wes thinking ii you spoke to hen, you would got a lots, oi the past
histony and It kind oi sunpnised ne that she's veny hesitant about talking about hen
past, because she's always lived in the past,

li it tnoubles hen so much, it would penhaps do hen good to express it.

She's neal happy-go-lucky and veny chatty actually and it neally sunpnised me that she
won't talk to you.

Well, when ny secnetany gets betten, 1'll send hen this matenial and then | may call hen
again.

| tell youwhat, . .1'll call hen and then | won't say that | talked to you on anything,
but I'l'l just ieel hen out and 1'll just ask hen ii she got in touch with you and then

ask why. .because | 'mkind oi cunious to see why she won't , .the only thing that I
could neally ieel is the neas.on why she is veny closed mouth about this thing, .1 think,
she may be getting advice inom the JACL. .someone thene. She might have asked, .that
you wene going to ask questions and what should she do, because she does seek advice and
someone might have advised hen not to say anything. That might be the thing. She ken-
seti may want to say it, but since she wonks ion JACL, | think. , ,

It would be veny valuable to knowin any case, | would be obliged, but | don't want
to put any stnain on you. You've done so much ion me.

No, | don't think because |I’'miainly. .she doesn't. .1 ask lots oi things, veny pensonal,
night out, so she's not. .she says. I'm veny blunt about a lot oi things. She's not
going to be any mone sunpnis.ed when | ask centain things| wss thinking that a lot

oi the intenviews that you one getting, they one s,till holding back, , .they'ne loosening
up bit mone, but they one holding back.. But | was, , well, N asked ne, because
thene one lots oi things that | haven't said to hen and then when she wes doing these
tapes, she asked ne centain things, , how did | ieel about some, .because some oi the
answers. she was getting, she was kind oi sunpnis.ed, Ore oi the things, , wy | would
ieel on anyone who went thnough. canp expedience would ieel is that the people wo wene
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responsible {in putting us Into canp havwe. never been bnought to dock more on less. What
| mean by that Is npAt o& them hawe. already died, the people who mere responsible, so
you can't question them. So there Is no resolution 0% what happened to us. Normallyf
Zi Aomeone Za. hunt wlAh something, then you bring the person to count and you ne&alye
ZA that nmay one may on anothen, Then the problem Za solved. But In oun case, ZA has
never been solved ua Auch because the yeans haye gone by and the pnzncZpalA. one all

dead and so we're lefat hanging. Whereas, the JewZsh population, mhene they went through
the concentnatcon carpA Zn Gemany, the people niop mene neAponAZble mene bnought to
count, and they had to Atand trial, like GoebbelA and all thoAe. people nto nmene rcsponsl-
ble ion putting people Zn canmp, A they mene tnled ca man criminals, and so to a
contain degnee, 1 don't khomli you can call ZA satlsiactlon, but at least their case
noA resolved, but Zn oun case ZA has never been resolved oa such. | think that Za one
oi the reasons nhy, lot oi the people one kind oi inustnated. .the monetary thing |
don't think mould neally Aolve the paAt acAZaiactlon and so | think nme one going to just
die mzAh an unsolved resolution. de only hope that in the next world, they might be
bnought to justice on whatever.

This Za very touching explanation you gaye and mhat 1 kept thinking as you told nme n&s
oi the mends oi Job: 'Aon 1 knom that my yZndicaton lives, and that he mill Apeak, ion
me at last even God Himseli, r

Yes, and 1 think. . When 1 talk mlAhmy intends at lunch time on something, when ne
talk about men - the losers are always brought to count. . .the men trials and every-
thing are all bnought to justice nmoneon less; but the winners, are showered with ilomens
as heroes.. But the thing Is nhen you neally look doan on ZA, sone oi the things that
the winners have done, are just as bad a the losers. That's one oi the things that
society hes never solved, .to look at the winners and losers, and see. .because even In
the short time that 1 served In Korea, sonme oi the things that the armies do during the
height oi man, are. .li you lost the man, you mould be bnought up as a man criminal; but
those things are never bnought up nhen you min the man. .as long as you don't lose,
whatever you do goes. A | think that's mhat happened here In our case, where, .mhat
nme ment thnough will never be bnought up. .because nobody Za going to be around, .they're
all dead and the ones that are around one so old now that the ieelings are gone. J
think that's one oi the irustratlons, that 1 kind oi see In some oi the Interviews that
you one getting; they can't pin ZA doan nty they ieel this may, but they still have.

1 think you are very perceptive and quite connect, because 1 have In my onn Hie ex-
perienced things like this that happened and 1 neven ionget. 1 remember Mr. Kurlhana
saying tv nme once that the Japanese never ionget.

That's true. _My intends laugh at nme when they say that In today’s world, Japan and LI.S.
are almost like intends, but | aways tell them, don't take that at iace value, because
the samurai spirit Za: there Za always the.revenge. A so |i somewhere along In history
mhene the tables are tunned, World Wan 11 Is going to be retried and they as the victors,
are going to rewrite the history. Because there Is the revenge iacton In the Japanese
culture, 1 think they mould live.

Yes, 1 appreciate that and In old days ZA wes In mine

I was referring to 0ld Scandinavian law, hut Hr. Kikuchi, apparently, thpught 1 was,
referring to the German defeat in World War 1/



Joseph Kikuchi - February 24, 1982 -6

_ _ _ _ St. Loui&t" Ma,y not be cited or reprp”
Property of Rosalie H. Wax, Washington University,
duced without her permission.

K, Veah | think did the save them,
A 7Tk"NZ u *# 'm 3D tkeAic
that factoft,

Ry Veit, | think T
JK

willhave to Stmt to cook

Vou kwm one penson | as« thinking that you might talk to, do you know Vin,— ? HelA
a p&ychJjcUAL&X,

RN I*ye hQAnd oi hum,

that they one. nepnessing it on have they longotten
RN | ceel it is thein ptace to decide epmucht hey thIln ™"~ makes them ieel
with this, because Insoim as to what they want to"tell me

»
somewhat betten. it's a netease even tOIStm &
Aosine to have anuone te IT me anything they don t uush to text me.



Dr* Jaten Hara DDS

kame: 9*U Penny Laie

Bt* Lauis, pHBC MO*
227-68"1

I exilait dy stuéy -
TaxEMKEXktmexEXHiIxXE



RW:
JK:

RW:
JK:

RW:

JK:

RW:
JK:

I} 9, (X "
0 I *3*
September 27, 1981

JOSEPH KIKUCHI

Joseph Kikuchi was nine years old at the time of the evacuation. He
was born in a small town in California and his father was a grape farmer.
With his parents and seven siblings he was evacuated to the Stockton Assembly
Center and, subsequently to the Rowher Relocation Center iIn Arkansas.

I asked him: "Do you remember anything about how you felt when you

heard that you and your parents were going to be evacuated?” He replied:

What 1 think now ... of not knowing what’s in the future ...
Because even though you’re poor, there’s a certain amount of
security, because, ... neighbors, ... everyone knows you.

When we were given notice to evacuate we didn’t know where we
were going to be sent. We knew we were going to be sent to the
Stockton Assembly Center, but from there, we didn"t know where
we were going to be sent.

Did you have a feeling of rejection?

It"s not ... It’ like you had a close friend, and all of a sudden the friend
says, "l don"t want to see you anymore,” you know. [It’s that type of feeling.
Rejection, 1 guess you call it.

Did you experience any of that?

Thinking back, it took years, actually, to get to the point where ... you
would.feel secure with a Caucasian group. It took me roughly till 1 was
out of cd>liege, where. I really felt I had better control.

Are you saying that this bothered you so much that you didn®"t want to think
about it until after you left college?

Yes. You get that inferiority feeling, because you feel rejected and then

you don*t feel like putting yourself in that position again. So that you never
make close friendship with Caucasian group. Once you get out of college,
where you know you®re more trained than other people, then you get rid of that
inferiority complex. So in that sense, | would say that it psychologically,
it does, even though you didn®"t go out of your way to feel it. 1°ve always
felt that. 1 really think that once I got out of college and went to
professional school, 1 felt I was more up. The high school, however, you

feel like you really weren™t up to that standard, or whatever that was in

my mind.

Was it just a kind of timidity?

No. - 1 think it was - | never spent any time resenting - because you can"t

go back and do anything about it. Even to this day - I never really resented,
you know. Like my family - we all went back to Japan. And then, 1 spent

one year in Japan, and then 1 came back on my own. 1 was fourteen or so.

And 1 made my way since then, by myself. — - —
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RW: You mean, from Tule Lake you went to Japan for a couple of years, and then
you came back on your own?

JK:  Yes. You see, 1 think we went back in 1945, about December. And 1 came back
in November of 1946.

RW: And then you went to high school here?
JK: \Yes. You see, I lived with a Jewish family and went to high school - 1
__ (@was a school boy in exchange for room and board - and thatTs how I went
1 through high school. And, from there,l volunteered for the United States
Army, during the Korean war ... It"s really ironic, you know, you Tfigure,
up from 1941 to forty-five or forty-six, we’re what they call security risks,
and everything. And then by 1949 we’re all in military intelligence, with the
highest security clearance. And so | get the clearance and everything. On
that 1 get the highest clearance. So 1 look back on it today, you know, and
I think, boy, that is really ironic. Where, from a suspected disloyal person,
all of a sudden you get the highest security clearance. So it"s kind of
ironic, when you really look at it, how the country uses you to their con-
venience.

RwW:  Well, on theother hand, 1 have to respect you for volunteering for the Army.
JK:  The reason Ithink, it that we were still trying to prove, our loyalty, you
know. We missed- most of us were too young for World War Il. And then
the Korean War came, quite a few of us volunteered ... to continue to prove

that we were loyal. My brothers also volunteered, and they were all in
military intelligence. One was in Air Force Intelligence and the other

one was in the CIC, which is Counter Intelligence. So today when they say
that we wereput in camp because of disloyalty, it doesn"t really hold water,
because - assoon as the war’ over we"re considered the loyalest kids

and given high military classification. It doesn"t really make sense.

RW:  After the war, what profession did you enter?
JK:  I"m a dentist.

RW: And I guess, after the war you must have gone to college and begun professional
training?

JK: Yes, | went to UCLA for four years - and then four years at Wash. U. (Washington
University at St. Louis). The profession of my other brother, he went

into podiatry. So, our family, well, 1 tell you, really looking back, we
had drive and determination. We kind of starved when we were going to school,
but ... We all made it on our own.

RW:  You didn’t have the GI bill, after ...?
JK: Yes. | went to college with it.

RW:  But in high school you kind of starved?

JK:  Yes — in high school we just worked in a Jewish family. That is what"s
really nice, you know, because the only ethnic group that really helped

.“( the Japanese Americans when they got out of camp, was the Jewish community.

RW: They did do that.

JK.  Yes. You see | went to high school in San Francisco, you know, and there were
quite a few of us that were living with families, most of them were living with
the Jewish families, and their, ... B™Nai .. or whatever that is.
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They really got together, and 1 think each family that belonged to that, made
a commitment of taking iIn one student, you know.

That’s wonderful.

And quite a few of us were able to go through school, because there’s no

ther way that we could have made it through high school without that kind
support. They were really good to us.

e end of this interview, Mr. Kikuchi told me:

My brother testified in L.A. (Los Angeles) during the recent hearings and

he asked me also to testify in Chicago. But I really can’t do that because -
God - it is really emotional ... I find myself, every so often ... segments
would come out when you see something. ..

But the Iranian crisis really made me kind of mad, being ganged up
on by toughs. That’s when 1 felt that we really had to bring the story out.
So that in a period of hysteria, people could look back to our studies which
were done during a peaceful moment. To point to and say: "Now look.
Before you turn into mob hysteria, look what happened here."

So that we could be more of a guidepost. And that’s how 1°d like to do
it. I" tell you, when things were being thrown at the lIranian students,
when | read that, 1 said: '"God, what could you do?" Because they must have
really been frightened. To be in a strange country, and the public being
against them. *hkkkkkkkikhkkhkkk

Ten days after this interview, Mr. Kikuchi and I had lunch together. He
told me that on the boat that took him and his repatriating family to Japan,
there was a man who kept insisting that Japan had won the war - that the
newspapers were lying, and that they were being repatriated because Japan
had been victorious.

He also told me that life in Japan had been extremely difficult.
"We starved.” ''Sometimes we had nothing to eat but mush made from weed."
One of his older brothers, who returned to the United States, always keeps
a closet full of canned food.

The native Japanese, he said, viewed the repatriates and expatriates
as "outsiders”. He and his family were told, "You are outsiders.” "We
never could feel at home in Japan."

Young people who were 15 to twenty years old who went to Japan with
their parents and then, after 5 or 6 years, returned to the United States
had the most difficult time finding a place for themselvers. At age 20-25
they were unable to start getting a professional education.
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PSEUDONIM - Joseph Kikuohi - September 27, 1981.

I explain nmy xxt study - Mr. Kikuohi is somewhat reluctant, but agrees to

be interviewed, If, should | wish to publish » * * * anything, | show him
the material first.

iSti
Joseph Kikuchi:

aérIII] Ta 1}5 certain degreeyvlT/as that the setu% - that they could alw-ys leak ¢back
and this should never haaaea ta aay miaarity. Just recently, whea the
Iranian crisis was geiag aa - Yyau taw see haw the lraaiaa minority”™ they
didn't kaaw what ta ¢a. Threatened”™ Nffell, jwx yau know, l've found, it brings
bak memary af what happened ta us right after tauHLKXx Pearl Harbor.
RB. | thihk it was Seaatar Hayakaway that suggested that «eeee

SN: (iaterruats”™- (laughs) Withe Seaatar Hayakawa | just wander that sametimes

that hy apex apposite xtix
apposing hy/taking the attat/ side tmxtatabcmhadhmlnxKxtattpxanbaimnmataunmm
and

he gets what he really waats. You kaaw - and | sametimes inntocnimnnxnxtack
ptaEmamimahmatahnplaaBahaahamhahhhBMmm give him that benefit af ¢auht.
That's haw I kind af leak at it.
RH , (laughs)
th> at™M“he-ta]™ajrTatt.. know
SN. He has a certain way af approaching it. Yau knew,/it's his personality.
He doesn't eare ta nmuch Aar 4 immediate gratification. He's leaking way
going to denounce’/ ne>
ahead ¢#fright now everyone's dnsmwBwnAapishAmy, hut years from now - whea
really
they/leek hack « it mgy he the correct one.
BV Well, yau kaaw, what you've told ne hai made ne feel that | shouldn't

publish anything without gt first getting the approval af the people aa
the fi Aammittee far Redress and Reparation.

SN: Well, 1 thihk if you're approaching thisM?y oily thing that concerns us
is that aacd we give the information, then we don't have any central aver
haw it's used. |If fxtm thgnwArmmmancHMX it's given with same fdc kind af

(?) ta leak at the final thing hefare it's published, and then we could

make a correction and then - that type af thing - if yau wrk would he
willing
RW. OK. I will give yau ny ward thathefare | puelish anything, 1'll send
_ yau a copy af it. N .P,*J*J*s*i*
SN: Yeah -Abecause, if yau remember, several months ago, the newspapery W rMtr*=-
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the interview witji seme ef *ur leaiers” ef the peeple Irti# hai this experience”
apt* Acaturally he newspaper thing, they're werking fer ipn space, se they
kdmfeanmmfa have te cut everythin! eut. When they take semething eut ef the
centext, ani abbreviate it, they may..yeu knew, like the president was

that 4 *

interviewei ani what she wigte same eut/.- ®l We*re geing te sue the
gevernment ani we're geing te get the meney back* That’s net what tat jlhe
really sali#»Ani knmramefeip kuxixzi he sali , Gei, that appears inthe paper -

it makes it appear like all ef us is after meney, yeu knew?

RV Well, this has happeni te me, ani leensultei a lawyer asti abeut it#

H 1 sheuli talk te ne reperters™he akbfcaxtx aivisei me, abeut tﬁ';s

fapmwTa Japanese matter”™ ittabc ani |1'll give yeu nmy weri - giri that

I wen't publish — it’s OK te give it te hhserians, whe’ll keep it quiet,

I guess, but I wen’t publish anything

SN: Yeah.

RW. witheut ... e )

SN. (interrupts) | agree - but that iQBBShheMnly thing, yeu knew, kfcxtxa

kini ef , that with these interviews, that the material is taken eut ef
centext/aani highlightei***

RW. This happens* te mmurm me, when tks:,Ly/wrete up that I get this grant
frem Reckefeller, they iiin’t get it straight.

SN: That kini ef scares yeu. « s Well, are yeu iifhixfchfc ieing this all

by yeurself, er ie yeu have peeple aiiing yeu.

HA. Ne. It’s just a small grant. Ani since | was there at Tule Lake se leng,
ani I have ny fielinetes, which were net given te the library, yeu knew. e . <
SN. When were yeu there at Tule Lake?

RW. | was there fre$ February, ..l began te visit in February 19hk - that
was after they hai the vete ani gave up the strike e

SN. Tes.

HA.  Ani then/ | livei there until May/ ef 19UI>»p*p , *ni tat | talkei te

a great many peeple ani teek it all iewn verbatim.
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SHj That's when | was there. | was there frem 191*3 te Nevember ef ferty-five.
We were first at Rehwer, in Arkansas. X See, we were eae ef the se~ealled
disltyal eaes, and when they segregated thf~greup - | guess - | was enly
aheut nine er ten , hut evidently ay parents answered Ne-Ne en ene ef these

leyalty questiens.

HW. And se yeu ssnt with yeu”r parents?
Sn: Right, right*
HA, Ceuld | ask when yeu were hern, and where?
SH; | was hern in 1932, in Penryn, Caliernia.
HW,  Yeu wust have been aheut hdr nine er ten, when Pearl Barher came”jand..
SN; | was nine*

RAs Be yeu remember anything aheut hew yeu felt when yeu heard that yeu and
yeur parents were geing te he evacuated?

SN. What | think new, is the, hewm i weuld yeu say e» ef net knewing what's
in the future* . < Hew weuld yeu say, there's a ward fer it... the

insecurity ef net knewing . Because, even theugh yeu're peer, there'st
a certain ameunt ef security, because., neighhers..everyene knews yeu.

Ant then, | still reui“eher, when we were n x im given netiee te evacuate,

since we didn't knew where we were geing te he sent. We knew we were

geing te he sent te Steckten Assembly Center, hut frem therp, we didn't

knew where we were geing te he sent*

HV, Yeu were m  sent te Sbecktetu

SN; Yes. That wasrf racetrack there. .. ah* and they assembled eveyyene there.

HA.  Hew did yeur father earn his living?

SN. Well, ay parents, yeu knew, we're all farmers - grape grewers.

HV.  And did yeur bnrthmvi hrethers and sisters ge in with yeu?

SN; Ye«, the whele family had te ge.

HW. Hew many bwethers and sisters did yeu have?

SN* Seven hrethers and ene sister.

HV, And then, | was geing te ask, de yeu have any «emeries ef the Assembly

Center?
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SHj Well, this Is very interesting, becausr - abeut a year age | went hack te
py heme tewn, yew knew, * r »
RNV in Penryn«*
SN: He this was in Ledi, | wgs hern ~ in Peniyi,”we were living in Ledi
But anyway, | m k went fcsk haek - this is after almest ferty juanmpauranm
years, and ftfc Qed, ny eld shack is still up, yeu knew, and, yeu knew hew yeur
memery is when yeu*re small, and everything leeks se gigantic? And Ged,
it was se small there* And then I went te visit all ay ? that | used
te ge te « It was a really interéL:"sting thing* But the haunting par®™was”/jj®
the heuse was almest exactly like we just stepped eut* The heuse is there*
Oir werk elethes and everything is still kind ef hanging* He ene has ever
been there* They're using that as a sterage heuse new* -fh~"kind ef get te
peek in there* But, it kind ef brings memeries haek***ef childheed*
RAs  Be yeu xnmkn remember anything that happened te yeu in the Assembly
Center, dees anything ceme te yeur mind?
SN: Well, the Assembly Center, at that age*** ence we were in the Assembly
Center, then yeu have lets ef kids ef yeur age that yeu had te run areund and
play with, and se ,im that znon sense , fer my age greup, it was
kind ef geed, because we had playmates, and yeu didn't have te werk en the
farm, yeu knew* Se we get te play a let* But the enly disadvantage, yeu
ean't £e anywhere, areund* ify elder brethers were at a disadvantage be-
cause they were elder*
RV I've talked te a nmen whe was eleven at time time, and he felt sad, and he
did sense the rejection even at that age* Bid yeu have any feeling like that?
SH: It's aet***It'iikm like yeu had a elese friend, and all ef a sudden the
friend says, "l den't want te see yeu anymore,” you knew* It's that type ef
feeling* Rejectien, | guess, yeu call it*
RW. Did yeu experience any ef that?
SN: Thinking hanppxfc back, it teek my years, actually, te get te the peint

where ynmawv * * * yeu weuld feel secure with a Caucasian greup* It teek

me reughly till | was eut ef cellege, where | really felt | had better



satan central -
HAM Are you saying that this bettered you se much that yau didn’t wait ta think

about it until after yau left «allege?

SN - Yes, yau get that inferiarity feeling, because yau feel rejected and then
yau aim don't p i feel like pfc putting yaurself in that position again*
vfo that yau never make elase friendship with Caucasian group* Once yau get

aut af callage, where yau knaw yau’re mare trained than ether peeple, then

yau get rid af that inferiarity complex* Sa in that sense, | wauld say that

it psychalagieally, it dees, even theugh yau didn't ge aut af yaur way ta feel
ifcy it. 1we always felt that* 1 really think that ance | gat aut af callage,
I went ta prafessicnal scbaal, | felt | was ware up . The high schecl, hevever,

yau feel like yau really weren't up ta that standard, ar whatever there was in

nmy mind*
Hid Yau didn't resent this, ar was it just a kind kf timidityea ?
f Av n
SH. Na - It isn’t this* 1 think it was - | yever spent any time

resenting - because yau can't ga back and da anything abautxttK it*

Even ta this day - | never really resented, you knaw, like, my family -
we all went back ta Japan, yau knaw* Aim And then, | spent ane p X
year in Japan, and then | came back an ny awn, yau knaw, | was faurteen

ar sa* And | made ny way since then, by myself»
Hd* Yau mean, fram Tula Lake yau went ta Japan far a couple af years, and
then yau came back an yaur awn?
SN:  Yes* « Yau see, | think we nxi went back in 19U5> about December*
And | came back in November af 19U6.
HA. And then yau n§ went ta highschaal here?
Sl: Yes* Yau see, | lived with a Jewish family and went ta high scheal -
I was a schael bay jjk in excange far ream and baard - and that 's haw
I went thraugh high scheal* And, fram there, | velunteered far the
United States Any, during the Karean war* £tacx* « < It's really iranie,

yeu knaw, vyau figure, up fram 19Ul ta ferty-five ©r ferty-six, we're what



"I went to the farm myself cin Tuie Lake). x found that the. hens were lay-
ing 6,0 to 7,000 eggs a day. There were 29,0.Q0 pounds, of meat In pAes,eAvatlion.
We asked the former Tuleans and they satd that they never /deceived any po/utlon of
rtt. When we met Mr. Best, he said, |IVve Seen he/ie only stnce the first of
August. What transpired prior to ny arrival does not concern me.*"

"The attitude of the Administrative bfficials toward owi g/ioup waes ve/iy coot.
They had the convtctton that the loss they had to do with the Japanese, the better
tt would be for them. | often hea/id the remark, 11 know how to handle The Japanese.
Just leave tt up to me.*" . ; t
Motives for Action of November 1

We had met Wi. Best on October 27. WeWent tn the/ie as a committee. The/ie
wes o mess demonst/iatton. 1 still had a vain hope at that time that the would
listen to /teason. [ | e CcC >

Tver since the farm accident the farm group wes not working. The hogs,
chicken and packing, being a different section, kept on working. Some aepresenta-
lives demanded that they all quit, but I myself didn't think that wise. | quashed
thatrand the motion did not carry.. [I'm glad of tt. . lo»

Going back tp the OctobeA 27 meeting - realizing that so many people wele
on the veAge of termination because oh the strike, we stressed (o m~. Best), that
termination would not be good.

The farm Incident had become so entangled that It had become a center-wide
topic. The farm group Aeallzed that their task would be too groapt tfor thorn to
handle and they loll 1t should be tfoe concern for the center Aesldenls. The cry
wes coming from va/ilous otheA sections too, that unless they wolfe safeguarded

they would not go out of the center, «
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MkzxxjDCrtlp* they call security risks, and everuthing/ . And then by 19h9
we’re all In military intelligence, with the highest security clearance. And
se | get the clearance and everything,&n that | get the highest clearance %
—"$# | leek hack tn it teday, you know, and I~think, b®©y, that is really jam
ironic, where , from a suspected disloyal person, all of a sudden you get the
highest. se:urity clearance. ﬁm‘rfdﬂm’rrta/\jv\g\llm So it’s kind of ironic, when

you really look at it iiXaXx , how the country uses you to their nmmmmrioeEm

convenience.

HAN,  Well, on the other hand, | have to respect you for volunteering for the
Army.
SN:  The reason, | think, is that we were still trying toadnos® prove,
our loyalty, you know. We missed ~ most of us were to young for World
War Il. And when the Korean War came, quite a few of us volunteered. . ¢
to continue to prove that we were loyal. My brothers also

volunteered, and they were all in military intelligence, one was in Air
Force Intelligence and the other lnxfcfcx one was in the CI1C, which is
Counter Intelligence < And so our whole family, which were considered
disloyal,which is real ironic. So today when they say that we were put in
camp because of disloyalty, it doesn’t really hold water, because - as soon
as the war’s over we’re coniidered the loyalest kids and given high
military classification. It doesn’t really meke sense.
EW. After the war, what profession did you enter?
SX. 1’ma dentist.

EW. And | guess, after the war you must have gone to college and begun
professional training?

SX. Tes, | went to UCLA for four years - and then four years at Wash. U.
(Washington University at Bt. Louis)»
The "Profession of ny other brother, he went into podiatry. So,
our family, well, | tell you, really looking back, we had drive and

determination. We kind of starved when we were going to school, but * t

¢pi . . We didn’t have the typical family. We all made it on our own.
HV m. Tou didn’t have the Gl xt bill, after..* ?
SX: Tes. | went to college with it.

EW. But in high school you UC kind of starved?



"It is possible that some othen gnoup had gone. Zn to demand something ofi him.
Bat centainly we wouldn't do that, especially with Vn. Melton thene.

Xgot nathen sancastic. | ¢jold, 'I'mstitt tibte.nA.ng,” afiten he slanted up.
Afiten that hre. ms none neasonable.”

Contrast with Facilfties at Jerore __ ! :

As iaA as JeAome ms concenned, the facilities anene veny good. Bach tatAine
and unZnal basin tess individual and the ZnteAZoAS of the shotoeA Qfe veny nmuch betteA.

Bood too ms nmuch betteA. This teas especially stnange, since Jenamre noised
so tittle. Howeven, food thene Zn companZson to this cetnen tess twice as good.

About six months begone segnegation took ptace, | tess pnetty melt Znfonmed
abco)bui? the acti\;i'}; Zn ce:;ﬁens thno*ugh rthe .C:er{feﬁ&gg.pgngj'i X thought t Im_evv'v*_pnetty
cleanly tehal this centen was noising Zn the way of agnZcultune. It wes only natunal
lon ne to take Zt ion gnanted that thene would be an ample supply of vegetables,
chickens, and hogs.

X also krew the negotiation of the (MA Zn pnovZding 45% pen day fon food fon
the people. Of this, 14% wes pnovZded by pnoject undentaking. ¢jhen that pnobtem
canme up Zn JeAome (11 used to be 506 to 555 and was cut to 45%l, 3B5% was bought
thnough govennment channels and 14% was noised on the pnoject.

The question wes put to Un. Taylon at that time: how he expected to noise
14% at a ptace at JeAome. He saZd he'd do his best to nais,e 44% and Zn the event
that he could not do Zt he would secune it thnough othen channels,.

When Kogawa Investigated the mess hene, his figunes. checke4 with,the PBJ
accountants. * « -t e v' /itl <4 ¢

Thene/\Wes..a gneat suspicion on.,the pant o4 thg. evacuee® aslg..what became of
the goods being pnoduced Zn the centens. Thene wene 3800 to 3,900 acnes Zn alZa.-

vation at that time.

**k_ G-
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SN. les - in high school we just worked in a Jewish family, That is whatl8
really nice, you knew, because the Only ethnic group that really
helped the Japanese Americans when they get ©ut ©f camp, was the
Jewish community*

BW. They did dt that. Well, | w@uld say Abac net ©nly the ... | had a
fairint friend at Tula Lake, Mr. who was helped by a religious groups
know there were a few religious grOups that helped them , but I

can understand the Jews helping.
£K. SN. Yes. YCu see | went t© high sch©©l in San Francisco, you know,

and there were quite a few ©f us that were living with families, mGCst

«f thrm were living with the Jewish families, and thbir,,...

XUl

Sami/. amxmgjcmmuemtbeAxisnmmm < . B’Nai .... ©Or whatever that is.
SJfaCK

RW. gnatdimfttomjimmmaMi Ht£1 B’Nai B'Rith.
SN; They really go©t together, and | think each family that belonged t©
that™ made a commitment ©f taking in one student, y©u know.
HW. That*s wonderful.
SN: And quite a few ©f us were able t© g© As through school, because there’s
no© ether way that we could have made it aknngbx through high school,”
without that kind of support « They marm were really good t© us.

RW. That’s nice t© know.

SN: | think part of it,xtx | think, they// ©r their relatives went through
the same thing in Germany, se | think there was a certain amount ©f
sympathy.

went you went t© Rohwer, did you g© t© the WRA sc©©l there? tfj

SN: Yes.

RW. DO you have a special memeriess ef that time?

SN. | thought it was real good, the school, well, | guess you couldn't
compare it t© today’s standards, | guess, you know, it's ikfllmHVIBitibEmM

mppnmmmAm below poverty type of education, because they didn’t have any
facilities except home made desks and a couple ©f books. But WcT



there Were reasons.

| iiaye lived only ¢even iZe<sm ¢n Japan and tmntyhtwo -In the, U,$.

I ¢Xrongly believe that my my o{ thinking might be different {rom other
pipin's. | appreciate the. Idea o{ democracy and hawe, a clear picture. o{ what

I\/Ir I\/IcVoy, the. Cormunlty Analyst at Jerome knew quite. clearly V\hy T took
ny step to dore to this center.

Tre. Immediate Impression | received a{ter coming here wes the. unpreparedness

on the. past o{ the. Administration, especially In the. {jleld oft housing and reception,
| arrived here at 5:00 p.m. on the 30th o{ September That day the Am‘y Wes

.- f't ju'.f a-ty 6)' ir(ry i * > S Iy
good enough to glve us a lunch, Afiler we were through with the processMgJIt was
"Leteo W * o AfVEr< Xt 9 He XM
well towards evening, ‘acx '\
1 mi om - - XXXy
Eventually, we were thrown Into an unpartltloned Recreation Hall, No mattresses
were available, | got the block manager to {jind me a mattress. Even the stove*
wasn't ready lor operation. The block manager had to get wood lor us. | don't

believe the block managger wes even notllled we were to be there. There were ten
boys and they told us that between 20 and 3 would come, but they didn't know.
They had no plan at all.

4 i’ =" yYwe-\ .

Before we le It Jerome we had a talk with the Project Director and also with
various high olliclals ol the IfA , | can say that they were sympathetic and at
least understanding.

hie talked to M. Taylor and | bellve Mr. Taylor realized that we cooperated
with him In order to meke the moverent a smooth a{{alr.

At that time, the people leaving the (Relocation) projects had the Reeling
they would like to be housed closely together, but realizing the conditions at
Tule Lake, they didn't expect too much. But It was Mr. Taylor's Reeling that the

{ijamities should be close together. Not that we {jell our treatment would be the same.
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# I still aMMrinui remember the teachers were real dedicated type. 1 think
quite a few were Quakers and Christian.

RWN. Yes. There were many good people in

SN. Yes. | think we didn't have material facilities, hut the type ©f en-

mm«gi couragement and everything that they gave te us was really good,

I think. Because”™ you figure, during Werld War 11, when the popular thing
is te hate the Japanese, these people committed themselves, ™ f(? )

RW. Would you ™a agree with me, I've noticed with other Japanese Americans
I've talked with, | sensed that they felt that not iniiBidi Mnlia MiNi

criminals or had.

SN/ Yes*
RW. AnddlIH~kthai was one reason people talked to me. | was the only
person who went in and saw them ajmjl and. « ¢ » *

SN. Why did you go?
RW. I was a member of the Svacuation and Resettlement Study,
SN. Was that supported by the school?
N<.0Jk
KB. Supported by the University.&nd again - by Rpato jtBrrekmimisfarisac
The Rockefeller Foundation. And we were supposed to study the evacuation.
And | was the only one who could go to Tifcxia Tule Lake, because things
were so rought there, that any Japanese who would go visiting and asking
questions would be sure to be called inu.
SN. Yes. That's right.
RW. But | was a big,//strapping, hakujln, and I was 31 or 32 at the time,
and I N just got along beautifully with iutoiln lots of ¢ « .
SN; Oh. You know that new, some people are accusing the study group. You
know that, don't you?
RW. That I hadn't heard.
SN; Well, they're inclined that the group that went and got the information,

that they gave the information to the security people and they used JeS

that information to find out who were the trouble makers »
\"

RW. Ohl Is this the paper by Hr. Su&uki?
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SN Yes*

CASAANAVAORY
HV* fm I've read that, and he does talk about the WRA Analysts and

accuses them of this*
SN : Yes* Working, you know*
HA And | think be even accuses me, and | bad t© laugh, because ™ /r - »
SN: Well, See, the thingx&riocc was far information, instead ®f using it
fer academijf use*
HA* | think he exaggerates, because | knew the Community Ananlysts, and
most of them were really very decent peepie*
SN:  I'm kind ef glad that I'm talking to you, who actually went in, £Cu
knew, end served there, because wfctomitx within ©ur group there are
seme bitter persons,mxfcxx you know, that are areund, and they're sheeting in
every S&cobex direction* Do you knew Nike Matsuoka?
HWN.  No*
SN*. He used to be the head ef the JACL, during wartime, and there are
seme ef them that are accusing him, that he sold eut® and Ahat il « that
if he hadn't seld out, why we aji wouldn't have had to go into camp*
The thing” is that when semene makes that type of*« accuseApap people,
without any information, it kind ef betters ne when people start doing that,
because it's really throwing mud all ever the place*
HW. Well fortunately, as far as | can see, only a very few people are doing
it*
SN* Yes*
HA. Almost all the Japanese | talk to are very sane and level headed*
SN* Yes. The people in this X area, in the St. Louis area are a little
different than the ones on the Westj£ Coast,
HA* In what way?
SN. Well, the thing is, most of us, in this area, are professionals, you
now* And so, nctdbcnini nationwide, we're a little bit more* « before we
jump to conclusions, we're wiling to analyse lots of things, without

getting emotionally involved in the thing* Whereas, on the West Coast,
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some of us would pick up any slur and believe it, without analyzing anything*
So, xfckk when we meet with the Vest Coast group, it kind of bothers me,
because, when you sit dom and ( ? ) you nmake this kind of accusation,
you knew, this iliir:(pnl”\ni/!cij?t);am It really 1isn't based on fact, it's based mere
on pMunpitiilang repetition m sphere some one said it and said it and
said it , and eventually they accepted it as fact* dfliihmimrinia | know that there
are some real angry people out there that* *, *
RM Well, 1 guess in the Resdress and Reparation, the level heads will have
to do their best to take charge*
SN: That's the thing*
RV | talked t© a Japanese friend about this, Prof* T in San francisKo,
and | asked him bow serious this was, and he told me that most people didn't
pay much attention to this, to tkxxxm these~hittow things» "that made ne
feel better*
SN. Yes.
RN 1'd like to ask, how did it happen that your family did deoide to go
to fp Tule Lake?
SN:  Well, | think, ny father, 1 tteiikyx think back now that I'm older, * e
RN : Hay 1 interrupt and ask, were you the oldest in the family?
SN: No, | was the youngest. But, you probably know, the Japanese family -
that they don't communicate* -The fat_her hardly ever communicates to their
children, you know* And so, | reaI(ijl’cjn It’|;JK tarigp back, you knew, | guess |
was akji only about 13 or lit when | left ny parents™* But even then, it's
a one-way type of communication, where the father tells you what to do and
you accept it* You never talk back or even suggest what you believe in*
So, I've talked with my older brothers over the years, and what I've found
out was ny father was a real pacifist during the war, and
so he came to this country during the Japanese Russian war* | think, you
could say xtmdayx that today (? ) | think ©# him as a draft dodger, He knew
that if he stayed in Japan he was ¢Kin going to get drafted* And jf when |

went back to Japan - oh | guess '7U or '75, and | was talking JIBtAJUUCESXX
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with some ©f the relatives, y©u trace hack the family history, you find out
that the whole family , for generations hack, never believed in fighting«
That was ©ne of the things they carried ©ver here, and so, during the war*
Wbea we were in Rohwer, it wasn't disloyalty that fctomadm made them go to
Sule Lake, it was mere, that at thit time, hy going to Tule Lake, their
sons wontt he drafted« | think that was his motive« < * % beeasue | remember//
that when | volunteered for the draft and I went into serviceAf\:md I was
stationed in ( ? ) for a couple ©f am mmforjrfmm months* When |
visited ny father, he was still alive at that time, By then, he didn*t
iodnr have too much contol over ay life , because I'd been away for many
years, \fhen | went tiamaxfc home, he said, "Get out of that uniform!l
Because | had the Army nmfammmmmuniform on*
SKa What | was spying was that he didn't believe ih fighting, or, you
know, even being in service« So, when | was in uniform, you/ know, the
American Army uniform, the first/thing he said, was »Get out of that uniform,*1
because that, to him, implied rifamonot worst«
HA this was not a religious feeling?
SN: No* It was not a religious feeling/Z/« X think be was what you call a
Fur« Pacifist« He just didn't believe in killing0 fighting, and | think
it really bothered him* Although he never really said it out/ loud«
But it really bothered him, to see««e«you know, to see how it worked«
But he never pounded that into our heads, so from ©ur point ©f view, it
didn't disturb us to servec
HA* Can | ask, with your views there, and you being the youngest, did you
aLs© go to the Project WRA school«?

11
B Yesc«

Bw HAM  That's interesting* Your father didn't nmaeke you go t© Japanese school?
SB« Oh, we went to Japanese school toec«

HM Which ©ne did you go to?



1la
JKs | don’t kmc e « « xIxnbodtfcx know about it ..now.

HW.  Now let's see, there was the Dai Towa and then there was one* e
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SN. Qil the one that was radical* We didn't £mxx join” that ene. My father
kind of thought that that was militaristic*
KW Of gouts e he would! That's interesting*
SN. Because that group, they shaved off their head, they had the rising
S

sun on their sweat shirtjf, all ef them was completely to Japan *

HA. 1 imagine your trttH father didn't take any action against them* He

just left them alone*

SN* Yes. He didn't like any kind of fighting, so he gust said, that's xmAk
not the way I'm going to go* We nek went to the regular Japanese school,
where they just taught us the language* It wasn't any brain-washing*

BW (Tells story of what she did for teacher in Japanese language school

during Department of Justice pickups¥*)

SN* Well, I tell you, that period was really traumatic, | can remember that

there was a pretty big uprising*

KW. xftsnyicnnkixiixmiyxH Would you like to tell ne more about it?

SN: Yes* That period really disturbed the people of the camp. Up to that

point the people obeyed what the Administration told us to do. And the

line of communication s& k and the block and all the way dowmn to the
residents was very strong* But when this force came, it really destrmoted
the whole Administration and the lpne of communication, because it split
the camp in two. The one was, you had to be a super-patriot to Japnn

and the other was, you were just an internee, because you mxatxNx wrote

No-No- on your loyalty questionnaire*

KW Yes, they said "Your not Japanese, the Hokoku , nckemsx ...

SN:  Yes*

KW. Unless you join us*

SN: Yes* Unless you commmitted yourself* And so, they really split the

camp apart and - well, naturally, you could identify them, because they

shaved off their hair. And they were very militaristic*

KW. Did you, as an 11 or 12 year old boy, did you have any experiences with

these people at all?
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SN, Well, we were kind ©f fortunate, because eur tinted block, | think we
maybe bad Only tw© or three families (ef Hoshi-dan) . But if yoOu were

in a black where the majority were that fcjpbK type, then they ceuld of really

made your life miserable

RN, Yes. | have it in wy notes, they farced people ta sign*

SN : Eight, and they beat you up* And sa, | still remember, that

we bays went in groups wherever % we went, because, if yeu weren’t an

their side, you knew, they would try ta pick a fight and everything, you

know*

HN I"m sa glad you told me* That | didn't know*

SN* Tes. Oe of ny father’s best friends gat stabbed i during that period.

EWs Well, the stabbings were mostly in May and June ef 19lihfr

SN*  Tes, somewhere around there* Because | remember nmy father came home and
he said, "Oh,” he said, /,,**ee o

RW Bid they stab him because they said he was an inu?

SN Tes. | don't know if anyone teld you. His name was Htfcant Noma (pseudonym)

M o™

RW: Oh, Mr* fMmmiJ HymmbmrendnmiidBi

SN: You remember him*

HA* He gat murdered!

SN. ****** Did he get murdered? | remember that he got stabbed, | didn't

knov he got ¢ordered* You see, he was from the same prefecture jobxmx

as ny father , sa they were h n close friends* That man (Nema) was well

educated, and | think ny father mywdmAher took let of his advice* Xy

father really wasn't that well jf educated* He had three years O©f

education, but he learned to read and everything by himself* S© be read

a let, but he didn't have a formal type of education*

(Noma)
I remember, Mr* Mltami/used to visit us a lot ©f time* He was very

Sl
logical in explaining what's happening. And | thAink he mg might ©f , |
don't know for sure, but |I think he might of stood up in the blnmxma block

meeting or something, and he might of expressed!his point of vie”/
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JVPpl pmiAmemmaimminB
and it didn*t go over*

HAV Well, I've always felt that there were some of these Resegregaticnists,xfc
i p dttatofcSmaxtExxx* , a few, who were really gangsters, and they were set
on scaring people at that time, and that wone of them were a little crazy*

fflrtfny
SN* Yes. They were kind of crazy* The fanatic type, you know*

HA. But nobody would ever , but nobody ever dared say a word because* e e
SN. Right* Because ym If you stood up and said something, then they would
beat you up*

RA You'd be beat up or your family would be killed.

SS. Tea. And a., «vidently, h. «<mat have said, ily father said, you know,
be got in involved acme things that be aaid ran things he shouldn't have
said to seme people. | remember ny father saying he (Noma) stood up

at a block meeting and expressed his point // of view, and | think it
kJataxmf kind of embarrassed the fanatics. And | think to a certain degree
they lest their face and | think that'x how they got after him.

That period was very traumatic, but, you know, | don't really think
that these fanatics were really crazy, except that they got carried away
with their power. They had no opposition. S0Me of them didn't go back to
Japan. Most of them went back to Japan, but some of them, at the last
"*"* minute, they changed their minds. ( 2 ) They changed their tune
right away.

HV | thibk y©u are right, that this *s*a kind of, hew should one say, a
fanatical movement. { get carried away myself, so | can understand it.

SN: Because there's n© opposition. Those who desired power.

RV, And then when#i all the jn** police resigned, why there was n© police

in the camp, so there was no safety*

SH. Tes. We were fertunate in living in a bloek that the majority were more///
»fcxSm« peaceful than ttinitm the fanatics. But | know that a fellow,

*V friend, lived in a block that had nothing but fanatics. | know they

shaved their head off, because tknydJuU they didn't belong to the group,
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for identification*

BW. You meat they shaved without being members?

SN: Yes.
HW. | know % a let of people joined just to be sajle, but* eyouth you know,
much as I've studiAdcand worked, | keep learning new things* I'm so

glad 1 talked tuxyty to you*
SN. There's™lot of things - that really, today | think back, and nowfc 1
can toot iVtlogically, than | saw then*

My brother testified in HXHHXX L.A. during the recent hearing,
you know, and he asked ne also to testify in Chicago* But | really can't
do that because, God, it is really emotional* Even to this day, | think it's
still buried within nme that | really don't toax face it as completely* * * *
I find myself every so often , segments would come out* When you see some-
thing,* < eee But the Iranian crisis really nmade ne kind of mad* « < being
ganged WP on jjy tack teughs, That's when | felt that we really had to

So that in nxpmxtdd
bring the story out* ix/a period/hysteria, people xiitx could look back
of

to our admdhmd studies which was done during a peaceful moment*

The point to say: "Now look, before you turn into nob hysteria, Imefcaaodc

look what happend here,*9&p|$pc So that we could be more of a guidepost*
And that's bow I'd like to do it* | tell you, when things were being
thown at the Iranian students, when | read that, when | read that | said,

"God, what could you do?" Because they must have really been frightened*
To be in a strange country, and the public being against thenm*

RAf I1t's very moving for you to tell ne this*






Mr. Kikuchi 1. 10/07/81

On October 7, 1981, 1 inyfted Mr. Kikuchi to lunch. He told jne .much that
I had not know before, and, when 1 returned home, 1 wrote down what I remembered.

In November of 1945, his parents, took him, six of his. brothers, and his sister
to Japan. One of the men who went with them on this trip still belleyed that
Japan had won the war. He kept insisting that the newspapers, were lying about
the surrender.

He (Mr. Kikuchi) told me that all of the people who went to Japan had a
very difficult time. His family and others were housed in barracks and went
through periods of starvation. They had nothing to eat but mush, jjade from
edibles they gathered from the ground around the barracks.

But he now feels that since he lived through this, he need not fear the
future.

Life was very difficult. The Japanese considered the repatriates Americans
that is - outsiders. The Japanese family structure being what it is, the ren
patriates could find no acceptance, except for those few who had a family that
would take them in. He said that he never could feel at home in Japan, (He had
described his return in the interyiew.)

He emphasized that young people In Tule Lake who were 15 to fO years old
(that is 5 to 10 years older than he was), who went to Japan and then, after five
or six years, returned to the U.S, and tried to re-establish themselves, had the
most difficult time. At age twenty, they were unable to start getting a professional
education. (I gathered that some of his older brothers returned, have not done well
for themselves.) He said that his older brothers, who renounced their citizenship
and then went to Japan simply will not talk about it. They have completely re-
pressed it. He said that most of the young people who were at Tule Lake in
their late teens and early twenties have repressed their experiences, and refuse

to talk about them.
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One of his older brothers, who went to Japan and returned #s a member
of the Selcho No le sect. He always keeps a closet full of canned goods -
because he cannot forget how he starved in Japan.

One of his brothers came under the influences of a WRA school teacher at
Tule Lake, refused to renounce his citizenship, and refused to accompany his
family to Japan.

Mr. Kikuchi feels that today, the third and fourth generation Japanese
Americans are losing their feeling for family structure. They no longer hold

to Japanese obligations. There is a great deal of intermarriage with Caucasians



Dr* Jobnn Har'a -'October - 7% 1931

People who Weuld talk to ne -
Jane Wondy,works at JACL headquarters in San Frnbcisc© -
I£ to 19 frhixe in canp - also went to Japan with family.

Dr. Ben Hara
lives in West Covina - near losAngles - a podiatrist -
he refused to accompany reat of family to Tule Lake - had been
influenced by a gkxx high school teacher, who was a missionary -
talked to him and advised him not to renounce his citizenship -
so he did net renounce and stayed in U.S. alone -
one merber of siblings who xk has done well —

B~ - When | talk t© Ben should ask him about Hitomi
>

Young people age 15> to 20 who went to Japan with their'parents hed
the most difficult tyime re'Setablishing thens Ives when they returned to
YVtie U S Bad been in Japan™5 cor 6 years - HBdreatn®Ba unable to start
getting a professional education dc age 20 - gathered that most of his
)Gl@ﬁmmjiasﬁ imiBnBm older brothers who returned here
id net do so well for themselves —
O Seiche No le
©re older brother who returned ihs a member of the Seichfe mo le sect -
keSJps>cIoset full of canned goods all the time - because he starved in
apan.
r
Tells ne how all of them who went to Japan starved for a period - nothing but
mush - gather what edibles they could from uhplanted ground -
But now feels - that km since he lived throught this — ne#d not be afraid
tot the future. (Does not store canned gooods).

life in Japan very very difficult - another thing - Japapanese considered
them Americans* that is outsiders.
Japanese family struputre being what it is - could not find acceptance -
except for few wo had a family in Japan to go to.
Never pculd feel at dkseBsx hone in Japan —

Now fee&s, however, thaf third and fourth generation fcf J.S. in U. S, is
losing this feeling for mality strucuture — no longer hold to
Japanese obligations — great deal of intermmariage —

Tells ne about ©e nmen who went to Japan still believeing that Japan jogs had
wen the war - that newspapers were lying about the surrender.

His older brothers - w bo remonunced citizenship and went to Japan simply
will not talk about it - have oompelltely repressed it.

Most of the young nmen who were in Tule Lake in late tee™ns an& early
twenties have completely”™/ repressed it - Refuse to talk about it.
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1. Do you think that a psychological damage persists
through today from your internment experience?

2. Do you think you worked harder to make up for
the lost years spent in camp?

3» Do you think that being known as "quiet" American
has helped you or hurt you?

4* Has the camp experience helped you or hurt you
in what you have achieved in your life time?

5» Did the camp experience break up your family?
Do you think your parents ever regained their lost
years?

6. If you had to do it (going into camp) over again,
would you react differently than you did then?

?. If internment had not occured, do you think your
life would have been different today?

8, Has your faith in the U.S. government been
affected by your internment?

9 What would you do if a similiar political climate
(as in 1971) should reoccur again against you or
another minority?



ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

In The Camp Period

Thinking back today, on what happened in the camps and on what you did when you
were in the camps, how do you feel about the way you acted — are you pleased
with yourself or are you critical of yourself?

In what way would you change the way you behaved when you were in the camps?

Effect Of The Camps

Family

For some people, the camp experience helped to strengthen their families; for
other people, the camp experience helped to break up their families; what happened
in your case?

Government

Most of the people | have talked with have swung back and forth in their attitudes
toward the U.S. Government. How was your Tfaith in the U.S. Government affected

by your internment experience?

Life and Career

As you think back over what you achieved in your life time, in what way did the
camp experience help you and in what way didthe camp experience hurt you?

Some people think of the years they spent incamp as >lost years'.
Do you feel that way about those years?

Do you feel that you have had to work especially hard in your life inorder to
make up for the years spent in the camps?

As you think about yourself and your sense of stability and security, do you feel
that the camp experience left you with a sense of insecurity and even damage?



GONVERSATION WITH JOSEPHY KIKUCH

Joseph Kikuchi Feb. 2h, 1982
JKi Hello?
RWi Hello. I was hearing Bach in the background.

JKi  Yeah, my daughter has 2 piano lasson this afternoon, so
she's doing the last minute cramming. She always does that.

RWi | recognize it from my childhood. I wondered if you have

a little time and would like..l would like to ask you a few ques-
tions on some things that have come up.

JKi  Yeah.

RWi  And do you mind if | tape it and then you can correct it

or change it?

JKi  That's okay.

RWi  One thing | did want to report to you that your suggestion
of making a second interview has “3#t begun to work out very well.
JKi Yeah, | notice there is a little more detail and | think that
the people are talking the second time are used to you now and
letting out a little bit more than they would initially. I think
the first interview that you make, a lot of them are kind of guarded
kind of responsei the second one seem a little bit more detailed.
Although that one lady had a long one.

RwWi I'A(\-Lattghs; I really felt that she had a lot of anxieties
about..somehow she was expressing her tension about her life iIn
camp - talking so much, perhaps.

JKi I've noticed the one part that really interested ne was on
hers was the..her parents..and | think my parents went through

a very similar experience, except my parents we didn't call them
back, because they kind of liked Japan and didn't want to come

back. But | was reading that and | said, ”It's almost similar

to ourse"
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RWL It was really kind of moving thQCof her heing all on her
own.

jKi Right. But | noticed that her family did have mental
problems !l a lot of nervous breakdowns. | just wonder..l don't

think you can really say it's all due to camp» but some of it

I guess might have been - the initiating factor. It was a sad

story.

RW | would agree. There was such stress and such insecurity
frankly

in camp, that even..like | said/ea™nr in my book*l went "crazy
sometimese

JKi That is really a hard thing not to get so emotionally involved.
Trying to be, what do you call it, a professional observant, but

I guess it is kind of hard without getting emotionally involved.
RWl You do get emotiarally involved come what may.

JKi | find that in my practice too. A lot of time when you are
treating your best friends or your relatives or someone..nothing
goes right, (laughs)

RWL (laughs)

JKi | just wonder sometime if we just try too hard to please. And
I think in your work you have the same experience sometimes.

RWMi That’'s a wonderful observation. |l ’'ve never heard that before,

but | think it is right.

JKi | think that's why we don't like to treat relatives.
RWi Well, on the other hand, there is some difference in that.
When my husband gets ill, | take very good care of him and | may

get anxious for him, but | should say..this is a little bit
different than if | were treating relatives professionally.
jKt Yeah, | think it's different because your judgement isn't

as objective when you are more emotionally involved.
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RWMi Yes, that's true.
JKi It seems we function better when we don't get too emotionally
involve.
RWi  Yesthifleaars correct. AjaaL nn. £ hrvratt rn gompl i mrntr it by
m ny i.*> -finid war”T have emphasized;that the thing to
keep doing is to take accurate notes from all the people whether
you like what you hear or you don't.
JKi  And then after you have that, then away from there you can
kind of analyze it a little better. >
$ 1,Vo

RNVt When axiety or whatever it is.. \fire*
you\ﬁgot the notes. Well, | have
going to call you last week because | talked to your sister and she
suggested | send her the interview so she can answer it in writing.
JKi It really kind of surprises me. | wonder why..she's very
talkative and out-going. I just wonder if she's getting some advice
from the JACL, because she works there at JACL. Because that
really surprised ne that she's not as free. Evidentally she must
be getting some advice from JACL.
RWi Well, that would be all right. It happens nmy secretary is
ill and can't type up the questions right now, but I'll send it
to her and see how she feels.
JKi Did she say why she would rather answer it th&t way.
RM Well, tbig its nn interneting thrrt ynn nnk .hfixauae Jot ne

~Ntfter | had asked her this, then |
sgbiiii'r if she would mind asking your older brothers and she
was very hesitant and she kind of indicated that perhaps she
could, but she wasn't sure. And then |.”poppad into ny“tread..

if they don't wish to talk to me, would you ask them why?

Just as you asked now*
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-TK1 4 muTI NPVii>w4 w ~im l
RW= @EX*i»a* .mo-piAt jbp . story* And then she said to
me, "Well, hut you should know." Then | was taken aback because

I felt, WBy | have a lot of hypotheses as to why, but | really
need people’s statements and so | have been asking people.

JKi Because you can't assume..your assumption may be wrong.

RWMi | can't assume it in my own mind. So | thought | might
even, if you don't mind, | might ask you what your guesses would
be as to why people who have gone to Japan and been there some
years and”ewae back, would be somewhat reluctant to talk to me.
JKi | think the ones who went back to Japan, | feel that they
are the ones who suffered the most physically and mentally, than
the ones that just went through the camp experience. And so |
think that group that went to Japan, | think they're suffering,

I think it brings it back and | think some of the memories are
very personal, and | think the hurt they feel - it hurts to even
talk about it. That might be one of the things and they might be
carrying a certain amount of bitterness below the surface and they
may not wish to express it. I was there one year, but | don't
think 1 suffered as much as say my older brothers who were there
several years.

RWi How long were they there?

JKi My older brothers must have been there at least 5-6 years.
RWIi  This is what | would first guess that it just brings back
too much pain.

JKi  Yeah, because | stayed with my parents at home, so that |
was more or less protected and I didn't have to face”~cruel world.

But they went out, they had to earn their own living, they were
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working for the Armed Services arartiilljg, and | think they may
have suffered somewhat there...the insecurity that they had to go
through, because every time the division would get transferred
or pulled out,~they would have to hustle to get another job¥*,
constant hustling, because if they didn't get the job,they would
be unemployed, .starverijste<L so | think my sisters and brothers
might have gone through quite a few more things that they might
not want to talk about. Although when I was with them, we
hardly ever talked about that period*.what they talk about is just

r

the good parts, but I'm pretty sure~they went through some periods

where they went hungry and cold and insecurity.

I had which, would you please criticize frankly because my aim
here is to learn - mome Aavi:ng~been. # not.pad citizen-
ship, you know for many years until the law was passed that took

away™MrraiiQudrd’ T-put—thtig, this Enunciation business«, fand | just

wonder might have this insecurity that this might
happen again or that theymight be deported? <
JKi No, | don't think that« raecause that

settled and you can't take it away again. Unless they renounce
voluntarily. So | don't think would be«iut now that you
bought up the point, it was a very insecure period for them,
because they didn't have Japanese citizenship,f\%;\\ey didn't have
American citizenship« that they are a person without a
country« fend | think to live ~-5 years under that type of
cloud is a very insecure feeling. So | think, that's another

point that is a big hurt that they don't want to talk about.

RWM After all thelrt troubles and anxieties of Tule Lake..those
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Oh God.'

JKi  So when you figure the number of years that they lost, say
years in camp, “then 5 years in Japan, that's 9 years out of
their life#.not getting into any career or something like that
-So to them | think the years in camp through war and Japan is a

hig chunk out of their lives.

RWi  This would "be for some of them as much as 9 years.

JKi  Yeah, that's what |I’m saying« Jto~that is one of the things
that my older brothers may not wish to talk about. I think to a

certain degree,“they look back and see the younger ones in our

family .. succeeding with education and everything and they; didn’t
succeed as much. | think they look back and say "Well, I've lost
9 years, when | could have trained or got educated.”" So to them

they may hold certain amount of bitterness, although | think it has
been pretty repressed* «0 if someone asks, "Did the war hurt you
any?" you know, they want to slug the person, who asked that kind
of question. . . . because they suffered so much and they
say™ "Well if someone can't see that, it's an insult to be asked
that." ft’d | just wonder if my sister is responding in that way.
RW She didn't say it accusSingly, but in a rather gentle way,

you know, but well, | think | sensed a kind of..l replayed the tape
which | now wiped out because | know she wouldn't want ne to keep

it.~l got very distressed before | had replayed it, and then |

replayed it and it didn't sound particularly »ikililiFTTr
acfussing, but on the other hand, | think deep down in a sense
it was an expression Ofee eehow should one say?..You're

/ >,
pushing in where you'renot wanted, kind of..
JKi Yeah, yeah. 1 think they want to keep it very private.

All these years that I've corresponded with them, she i&NXhe only

one in our family that always looked back. My brother~*fem and I
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would always laugh about it, because is always living in the
past* And so | was thinking if you spoke to her, you would get a
lots of the past history and it Kkind of surprised ne that she's
very hesitant about talking about her past* Because she s always
lived in the past*

RWi  If it troubles her so much, it would perhaps do her good to
express it.

JKi She's real happy-go-lucky and very chatty actually and it
really surprised nme that she won’t talk to you.

RW  Well, when my secretary gets better, |I'll send her this
material and then | may call her again*

JKi | tell you what*. 1'll call her and then | won't say that |
talkrto you or anything, but 1'll just feel her out and |I'll just
ask her if she got in touch with you and then ask why*.because

I'm kind of curious to see why she won’t..the only thing that I
could really feel is the reason why she is very closed mouth about
this thing..l think she may be getting advice from the JACL..some-
one there. She might have asked..that you were going to ask
questions and what should she do, because she does seek advice
and someone might have advised her not to say anything. That
might be the thing. She herself may want to say it, but since she
works for JACL, | think..

RWi It would be very valuable to know in any case. | would be
obliged, but I don’t want to put any strain on you. You’ve done
so much for me.

JKi  No, | don't think because |’'m fairly..she doesn't..l ask
lots of things, very personal, right out, so she’s not..she

says I'm very blunt about a lot of things. She's not going to

be any more surprised when | ask certain things. I was thinking
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that a lot of the interviews that you are getting, they are still
holding hack..they’re loosening up bit more, but they are holding
back. But |I was*.well, N—--masked me, because there are lots of
things that | haven’t said to her and then when she was doing thes
tapes, she asked ne certain things..how did | feel about some¥*,
because some of the answers she was getting, she was kind of sur-
prised. One of the things..why»wsgeulTTii | would feel or anyone
who went through camp experience would feel is that the people who
were responsible for putting us into camp have never been b'&)ught
to dock more or less. What | mean by that is most of them have
already died, the people who were responsible, so you can't
question them. So there is no resolution of what happened to us.
Normally, if someone is hurt with something, then you bring the
person to court and you resolve it that way one way or another.
Then the problem is solved. But in our case, it has never been
solved as such because the years have gone by and the principals
WA
are all dead and so aso left hanging. Whereas the Jewish
population, where they went through the concentration camps in
Germany, the people who were responsible were bought to court,
and they had to stand trial, like Goebbels and all those people
who were responsible for putting people in camp. And they were
tried as war criminals, and so to a certain degree, | don’t know
if you can call it satisfaction, but at least their case iws
beawfi resolved, but in our case it has never been resolved as such.
I think that is one of the reasons why, lot of the people are
kind of frustrated..the monetary thing | don’t think would
really solve the past satisfaction and so | think we are going to

just die with an unsolved resolution. We only hope thatj“the
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next world, they might be bought to justice or whatever.
RW« This is very touoh-ing explanation you gave and what |
kept thinking as you told ne was of the words of Jobt \phfrnr-are
-fronrirhe newest trans
lasfeia»* "For | know that my vindicator lives, and that he will
speak for ne at last even God Himself."
HK* AWJeen | talk with my friends at lunch time or something, -we*
a when we talk about war - the losers
are always bought to court..the war trials and everything
all bought to justice more or less? but the winners are showered
with flowers as heroes. But the thing is when you really look
down on it, some of the things that the winners have done, are
just as bad as the losers. That's one of the things that society
hasftever solved..to look at the winners and losers and see..
because even in the short time that>l served in Korea, some of
the things that the armies do saving the height of war, are ee
if you lost the war, you would be bf?tught up as a war criminal}
but those things are never bought up when you win the war..as
long as you don't lose, whatever you do goes. And | think that's
what happened here in our case, where..what we went through will
never be I;\\ought’\.gecause nobody is going to be around, .they're
all dead and the ones that are around are so old now that the
feelings are gone. | think that's one of the frustrations that I
kind of see in some of the interviews that you are getting; they

can't pin it down why they feel this way, but they still have..

RWi | think you are very perceptive and quite correct, because
I have in my own life experienced things like this that happened

and | never forget. I remember Mr. Kurihara saying to ne once



1. /I wes referring t© Old Scandinavia* law, but Mr. Kikuchi, apparently,
thought | wes rirfrfan referring t® the Gemman defeat in World War I*_Z

p. 11. ... | guess basically I hawe re desire to have anyorne tell ne

anything they don't wish to tell ne
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aboubllliuse tlrt.ogL that*"Japanese never forget.

JKi That's true. My friends laugh at nme when they say that

in today's world» Japan and U.S. are almost like friends» but I

always tell them, don't take thats)‘?gce value, because the
there is

samurai spirit is”™always the revenge. And so if somewhere along

history where the tables are turned, World War Il is going to

be retried and they as the victors are going to rewrite the his-

tory. Because tiere is the revenge factor in the Japanese culture,

I think they would live...

RWi Yes, | appreciate that an\g in old days m it was in m'ine.l

JKi  Yeah, | think Hitler did the same thing. He revenged World

War | loss, because when he took over France he had them surrender

in the same - remember he went through that little thing and

he showed France the humility that Germany suffered on it. So

there is that factor.

RwWi Well, | think I will have to start to cook dinner.

JKi  You know one person | was thinking that you might talk toj

do you know Dr. BgfrMtet? He's a psychiatrist.

RWi  I've heard of him.

JKi He works for..he's the director ofjyMissouri Mental Hospital

right on Arsenal and | was going to talk to him someday, if |

see him again that why-«er the people you are talking to do not

let out all of their feelings. Is it because they can't verbalize

it or is it that they are repressing it or have they forgotten it.

Rw1 Imuw "thatlbfaay-€tre~not-y~you- knowr "bu I—don1l feel-it Jts

TUCrylftf>#ii T feel it is their place rlo decide how much they want

to tell me, you know. | proceed with this”iS”so”~far as to what

they want to tell me, | think it makes them feel somewhat better.

It's a release even to express it.



TAAK WTH HR KIKUCHI  * January 27, 1902
1M}, Kikuchi told ne that as a result cf developments in Tule Lake
his family hed been ittttainkipm”irretrievably splitl* He remains
on good terms with fdonmmmeRhidainmikd his brother and sister who did not
renounce their citizenships* But wikarEamaumihvinmmimadoalRkim he w M i»i has bean
alienated from his six older brothers who remounceditsanrmmrieiormmm  even
though he went to ¢bgopix Japan with them and with his parents*
He believes nmany Japanese American families suffer from# this
kind of al&nafcinmn  "split".

It is because of this alienation that Mr. Kikuchi will not give ne the

names or telephone numers of his brothers.

tSeminder: Must ask him when and how this split manifested itself -
and how he would explain it.)

He also told ne several times that he was row convined that the inu
in Tule Lake did not inform for norey.

(During the spring ad
a numer
early summer of 19Ui, anoge/of ny respondents told ne that the inu were
maeking noney. xmBBdomxg kexnthEnSrardmexamtnivixnitidoeBii): niiaxtLxaneeixDdanDex
But in the latter part ©f 19*U, nost people did not talk about the inin
KBsnxfekdxgknthencBsagBegalicneiieli™MY™"cpxapagania The resegregationist
leaders tried to stigmatize the Abe-Kunitani-Tada faction as inu because
they were allegedly trying to cooperate with the administration.
January

This propaganda was not particularly bkk successful. In/February of 19U5,
after the second internment of Hoshi dan and Hokoku nmembers, nay pe©plei were

afraid of being called inu because they had had sone association with

Caucasian#t - nyself or staff members.)
"American Japanese” and "Manly Honor#

I asked whether Japanese wh© hed repatriated were considered "American”

by the Japanese. He said this was so, but that this was not necessarily

g disadvantage/ in the post war years.
He said that the Japanese concept of "manly honor" had been nore
important and hed caused the segregants much anguish. Once the men hed

Slid No on the military questionnaire they could not change their minds.
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"If once you give your word, you cannot break it«'l "A man does not break
his word»* ifb(hﬂﬁdlxm?bi:(%:alstj%riaﬁcmmxlxlmkaleﬁcxMﬁmMikidE
(Mr. Kurusu and Mr. Kurihara mece xxix similar statements to ne in Tule Lake*)
Source of Extraordinary Zeal of the Hokeku

After reading Robert E. Park’'s essays @n the marginal man, | wondered
whether the excessive and noisy zeal with which the Resegregationist young
men (and subsequently even the wonmen) persisted in demenstsating that
the were "true ¢xxpoua Japanese, might not, in part,have xxxi awatmminmm
had its source in the fact that they had been rejected KjrxftXBxaxxx
JmixftBKgx by the American govenrment* In consequence, fcktjindt>elnatn
Staiax&xkxy they returned t© their orginal "parent figure", the Japanese
government, and strove, with increasing desperation, to demonstate *fcxtx
that they were indeed truly Japanese.

M* SxKkskk Kikichi did not agree with this hypotheses. He told

behavior of the
e that the/MaJnnnanmBnOnnfboqax "super-patriots” was, in large part,
based on their tnshakeable faith in an ultimate victerjfor Japan.
advance
Wiesxogaxkaadcax Whenever an American/rxgjgodc wes xx anaeunded in the
press ©r radio, young zeal©ts xaaRafltninaxnKixdxhijixBxiipiUExax AannAnBnin
would speak in the messhalls or at block meetings, and present marvelously
complex interpretations wenekndemaxatxafeactafekBin demonstrating that
the news wes false propaganda or, in point of fact, ark&kAAmnMarienrygEm
an integral part of Japanese military strategy. These speeches ware very
convincing, said Mr. Kikuchi.
how

Hearing this caused ne to recall that | had, indeed,/often bjimteftd
12y, ixfexndaxixkKnMisxEEtxhx&ki£ninxaakii | had been told by Mr* Itabashi,
Yamashit, and Kurihara, that Japan/ was winning and that the American
forces were being drawmn into a trap isfcx where they would be destroyed.

Though | recorded these statements in ny notes, | did not put them imto
ny reports ©r ny publications on Tule Lake, ~Irrly 2ypETBammaintone

«MMnfehfiineinnknnSiinRftIBoAonBnesBnn
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In Freudian terms, | repressed thent (NOte - I©0Ck up statemen by Kirihara -)

When, in October of 19U3, the "disloyal” people were sent from Gila
to Tule Lake, | xx went to see the train leave.xnrininxnNX\WENinfckxxn
aimmaonairemiemud&ism On ny way back to ny barrack room | net a
couple of staff members and began to talk about the entrainement.
AymmmgriManmin A Nisei youth xmtadhraiomiim ran out of a door and shouted
at us angrily: "You know jdrafc why they’ re doing it? The think Japan is
going to win the war.” | wes shocked, but recorded his statement in ny
report. At dinner that night in the KaanitmivVm staff messhall, the
Caucaisn KfcotSchief of police expressed the opinion that nmost of "the
disloyal Jaxd Japs” were going to Tule Lake because they thought that
Japanyfyiyf wes going to win the war. | put this statement in a report
| sent to D e Thonmes, with the commrent that | thought it was nonsense.
Shortly thereafter, when Hr. Nishimot© visited ne xx in Gila, he
pointed to ny s&fckXKxk coment and said that j&xxxvxkk the policeman’s
statement wes not nonsense. | nodded dutifylly, but nayf years later
when | wrote Doing Fieldwork | misquoted the policeman and xodakddcak
kRmyxaxtbdritKifcfedex hed him say, "They're going to Tule Lake to escape the
draft. 1L (p. 7Up

ghidxnklypcnK pressing ntbexnhvimun
This particular repression enfured a long time. But | myself never

hed any doubt that America would win the war even whea,ixxeadnabnutnthnn

early in the war, | read of reverses in the pacific.



HNE DEBATE SHOUD BE ACED SIMBNHERE
STAIVENS @®fF |£ t© 17 year rids -

variety ©f viewsia Tule Lake - where
all supposed t© berdisleyal.”

o)
T



REVEVBRANCES CF LIFE AT TILE LAKE SEGREGATION CAWP
5® ‘Most of people | interviewed soent nore than two years at Tulee Lake
ad during that time were subjected to a long sequence of traumata -
Not sutxrpising that their nesrary of events «bsad pnMmgiwvgMAMMMIch
which they are willing or able ta relate
>amiL8nmmaini-nmmme— wauld kx be highly indididual.
Should remember that the 27 individuals interviewed probably repres nt
a very biased sample — consisting taoi of those Japanese who were willing
wxxtaptkcmedgtcnmycyieafclnnnn txxitk talk to Me. My JA appraached by ne
axxfey or by JA friends or relatives refused ta talk ta ne.
Ad even those wo talked to ne were often reluctant - and wO©uldcOnset

only after I hed given them a lengthly emalanajfioa*

Fact is far two yans ©r nore in Tule Lake - wauld have t© spend days
interview ing - amx3tx repondent W© wes willing ta experess
himself gnadkyx ©eerily.

A succession of traumatic caotsfimmedverprfiimrpuhanvbafanwienkovwatywn'Tigh

far respondents te chasse from - but MO general concesus an ang
in which can picture themselves univserally abused.

What these interviewé do reflect - is the relative absence of
social ©rganixatisn or general agreement —

Rep resett nay different troufeas - and ways of casing —
CAN T ANBAER QUESTIONS * WHAT DID MosT o= REPONCENTS THINK Most AanmL -
this is sare os picture @e gets from langitidual histories of nr

repondents in cans — every orne extremely diff. from other
with exception of young psdw<nen -



