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Herewith X submit a "belated report on what 1 found in th
foiar Relocation Centers which I visited during March. It has taken
such a long time to got this papor out, duo prirwily to the necessity
of ch cld ng data and policy natters. I assure you, however, that €he
report stands substantially the same as 1 originally drafted it ri“ht

after tho tour.

®iere is one thing : must request of you in this connection.
No part of this report is for publication or wide circulation. Please
ke@p i1t entifoly cotxfidentiaX as X need to pOtect the individuals who
are montioned.

May 1 also hope that what X have writton here will be
memberod whonover you have occasion to deal with any phase of the
problem of resettlcmezit? | should naturally "be interest@d in your

reactions and comments, particularjry where observations appear to
D3 at all incorrect#

Sincersly”outt

Director for Hesettlement



Granada Relocation Center
ache, Colorado

March 9-11, 1945

At a meeting sponsored by the Belocation Committee of Granada
Christian Church, Sunday afternnon, March 10» 1945, Dr. Miyamoto, a
chiropractor, who seemed to be well respected, reported on the internal
condition of the csup* He works for the Eelocation Information Service
and Community Anaylsis Section of the War Rolocation Authority,

According to Dr* Miyamoto, Amacho is the most conservative camp*
tho residents "being rather mild in disposition. £his does not mean tho
people bore act intelligently but there has boen"na violonco.

The evacuees hors aro divided n rolocation} those who want to go
eut, and those wha prefer to remain or to go to somo special institution
to be created for thom, (Writer's note There is no such arrangement made
for thom)

Tho people here aro more inclined to think of themselves as Japaneso
in imerica than as Japanese away from Japan. This in itself is a remarkable
thing.

One difficulty in relocation is not nno place to go,M but Itoo many
placesto g .n Housing is a problem everywhoro, ospocially on the West Coast,
where discrimination in employment is an added difficulty* Bnployors are
not likely to give white collar jots to evacuees. Labor unions are bettor,
but the AfF.L is not so favorable as the C. 1.0. This discrimination on tho
West Coast is a matter of tradition and no immediate change iIs expected
As long as those two things stand in tho way, an average evacuee ia not
likely to rush back to the Ooaet. So analyzed Br. Miyamoto.

in Xssei spoke up to say that when the W.H A* says, "Return to normal
life the people think they are being urged to atcirt living among strangers
who are Caucasians, which is a life definitely HO7 ITOWAL for Issel.

Another stated that when the govarnmont put them in camp, they were
clearly told that they were to stay there for the duration plus two weeks.
I'The W«Fi. A 1s announcement of the decision to close tho camps within this
year is* thersfofo™ a breach of promise and a threat to their security*

A tbLird emphasized that relocation is a matter of making a start all
over again; not merely changing places of residence

Itoere was a general apprehension regarding their personal and family
future ten months hence, and that fear was visible on the faceB of most of
those present.

There is no question that tho people do not complotely trust the
f.H. A personnei. There could not "be a finer group of people working
for our government, yet to some ovacueeB they aro merely jotK-holdors*



3ome evacuees even suggested that W.R. A officials wiU quit their present

iobs as soon_as bettor jobs are foiond Ip ving the Japanese} peopl helpless
hoy would like to soo tho government us] persons of Japanese ancestry in

W.R. A. administrative positions, just no| in clorical jobs, fooling that

thoy would not desert the ovacueos, Thi| was, incidontally» one of the

21 recommendations mado 'by the All Center Evacuee Oonfarence at Salt Lake
i

Zh ovacuees asked that tho churches relocate ministers on tho West
Coast, not so much with the idoa of re-opening Japanese churches as with tho
xdoa of paving the way for the return of ths evacuees. They think that
ministers can go to places and do things which are impossible for an average
evacuee. n

) The work In assisting evacuees in Chicago, Cleveland, and Minnoapoli
is well known. But work in Denver, Detroit, Dayton, Now York, and other places

is not known as well at <Arcedo at any rate My information on tho citizons™
local committees in nearly 35 cities was ontiroly new to most of tom It
seems that a city with a looal committee or Council 6F Churches whors a person

of Japanese? background i employ d to do tho work i3 sufficiently woll known,
"but otherwise thoir idea of a ~normal comnmnityM is quits distorted.

Tho evacuees asked that we issue a paraphlot in Japanoso and English,
giving data on citizensl local conmiittoos helping the Japanese. This |1
promised to got out. They arc not intorostod in any overall agencios serving
everybody in need-.

talking with an evacuoo loader, a reordor of the Council, who was a
dologato to tho Salt Lake Conference, 1 discovered that, contrary to my other
informants* ho was not opposed to relocation as such. Instead™ he was
concerned with the whole question of the future security of the pooplo. Ho
does not believo that tho governmont can or should force them out. But the
present program of relocation does not convince the peoplo (i.e., himself)
that th® W,H. A. is seriously thinking of the welfare of the people. (This
point was repeatedly expressed by others 1 talked with also.)

He could not see how an old man who never has spoken a word of English
can go out and destination. Until the evacuation there wore many

Japansso who had™riSfien on a bus, let alone a tranBcontinontal railroad train.
Suppose s,ch a man gets as far as Denvere How in the world can he find tho
right train for Chicago in that crowded station? A man who was to go to
Chicago through Kansas City tiusnod up in a police Btation in Denver. He

was scared to death, being unatlo to explain why ho should be arrested.

IT a nian by himself cannot find his way around, how can he take out
his agod wife who does not speak English, and 5 littlo children? (Thoro ar
quit © a few Isseil couples with teBji age sei children, or with soldier sens
wives and small Sansei childron.) Unless tho W.R. A. thinks up a moro drastic
(ho meant a more extensive and more detailed) program of service, no one
will want to go out

Askod 1T local committocs provided such friondly servicos as mooting

th*train or lius and_putting the relocating familie on the noxt train, otc,»
would that make any difference? he jumped and replied, Htes!n



X checked this with several others, spme of whom are ministers, and
found their reactions identical with tImt of this Councilman. It Beems clear
that we ought to plan to provide this “ype of service all along the routes

rolocat™e8»

HIhillo i1t is true that the Travelere* Aid has boen most cooperative9 the
language difficulty is still a definite barrier. At tho W>H. A* office, tho
acting director thought that any ono ehould bo able to get needed servioos at
the iravslorsl Aid. I almost forgot to mention that some evacuees have never
talked with a Caucasian in their lives«

The gap between the appointed personnol and the evacuees is quite marked.
The Xattor are still the wsirds of govornment. Every important activity must be
approved. Oouplod with the fact it th® two groups look different rGceivo
salaries at different rates and live diftorently, this basic lack of freedom
makes the ovacueos over moro conscious of*being Japanoso* Now that the evacuees
who considorod themselves Moricans have left tho center, this mental sogroga?-
tion will increase rathgr than decrease. It sooms to be a crucially important
thing to koep up tho number cf Caucasian noa-governraentaX workers who oan and
will mingXQ with tho people.

IT the W.H. A* is as anxious as It seems to "be a”™outMgetting tho people
outll, its primary ccncorn must be that of eldmiiiating the feeling of separation
between tho Caicasian and thd Japanose* This raises the question othor or
Aat the W.H. A* should revorae its policy of not getting too intimate with tho
€Vvacuoos. If it 1b possibld, it is time that the W.B. A* modify its policy
and let Caucasian workers, who aro not W.B*At personnel, live iIn tho centor.
Without a period of preparation for integration while tho people aro still in
the camp, tho W.H. A* cannot convincingly talk abou™ dieporsai integration on
tho outside.

When one compares the resett”™ers with the o&ntcr residents, it should "be
vory cloar that thoso who have gone out had sono contacts with Caucasians bofore
tho war and those reXuotant to go out now are those who had little, iIf any*
contact.

Isolated as the camp is from the rest of the world, the evacuees oan
learn to associate and talk with Caucasians, and vice versa, only if moro
non-J*anose, n n-W»R. A™» non-governm™ntal persons enter and live in, as well
as visit the Qainpa in the next ten months,

She evacuees blame the W.R.A. for the rhappeningsM on the West Coast*
To most of the evacuees» especially to those who are more vocal than accurate»
all the happenings there are unfavorable, Tiring of shots into the homos of
the returned evaouees™ the Hliplno "reception committeesll at stationst and
othor sto™ios like it are all WHA (b fauXt. In tho case of the Filipino-
Japaneso near«-riot in Fresno, the indifferenoe of W.H. A. officials has *been
confirmed by evacuoas who have come back after being chased by tho Filipinca
(Actually, the Japanese chased the Hliplnosr away.)

In regard, to thesd JiXiplno urece”™4 a*i<MBnjLttce8Ht there Is domo
general uniformity in methods that suggests” or|M4 sod and financed effort
to keop the Japanese out* So counteract this sort thing is Bftiurally a
jJjob bigger than the W.E.A. routino. AXl i»tc”cstod nz&tAsholp*



N

The evacueesl conception of the war is still fantastic, but I have been
told that there is more realistic thinking now than two months ago. The
degree of their desire for relocation will advance in proportion to their
ability to interpret the war picture accurately, [Ihis is true certainly with
those who read English papers(a few); and also with those who have property
in the old country or who planned to sit out the war and go back to Japan
after ths war* 2¥}o majority of the agsd poor and children of coiirsd do not
care one way or the other. They will do what thoy are forced to do - HF rcQdM
either "by government or merely i)y circumstances which are beyond their control

anyway.

Minidoka Relocation Center
Hunt* Ildaho

March 15 - March 19,1945

of it filing 100ked clearer at Hunt than at iUnache. Thoy looked worse DecaiisO

There are perhaps a number of good reasons for this. Among themj

1 . Haqv. Joe Kitagawa has gathered about him really outstanding and
alert evacuees who know what is going on, and ho made every effort to mak®
them available to mo.

2* People here are from Soattls and Portland and adjacent streaB, wHich
moans a moro articulate lot than farmers on the whole,

The W.R.A. administration and tho evacuees have a notoriously un-
desirable history of difficult relations

4 1 was a little better equipped to observe than at Amache, my First
camp.

IT anyone still thinks that the W.H.a, Administration Personnel (called
”A. P*" for short and the evacuoes are good friends, he will "bo forced to
changG his notion complotoly th Tfirst day at Minidoka. Joo Kitsigstna, calls
the best evacuGe attitude antogonistic cooperation”, and as | talked with
most of tho roGognizod leaders who are in favor of rolocati n(who are fe»)
that torm fTitted tho situation excollontly. They are saying that quite a fow
aro willing to relocato spit(3 of All of which is a very rOgrottable
situation™ but it iIs a true description of the state of mind of the best
informed poople among them.



tPhe evacuees aro most sensitive people. An A P* member is reported
to havo said to them when a number were discharged from $16 a month jobs,
HY r govornmont (meaning the Japanese government) will havo to roiraburso
our government some day, so why not save money "by cutting down GmpXoym nt?H
To some people $16 meant their only incomo. To havo such a statement
Mslapped atH them is moro than the citizens can bear.

At almost every point of contact between the A P. and the evacuees
there seem to have been Buch undue causes of irritation.

The evacuees are theoretically free to write to the Washington Office
of tho W.R. A I was told that one Nisel wrote protesting alJiout tho administra-
tion of tho camp and the Camp Director not only received the letter, *ut called
the writer to hig office and reproached him. Another Warmly discussed case
was that of two evacuees who complained to Wa hington about a certain unfair
practice. The Project Directtor called the F.B. 1, and tho two boyB were
accused of insubordination and disturbing tho camp life and were shipped tothe
Tulo Lake Segregation Center. The justice of thaso cases cannot bo thoroughly
ostablishod without data on hand. But episodes like these never helped the
A.P. - evacuee relationship3t

Name calling by the A P. seems to have takon placo all along tho lino
at first, and after two yoars and a half tho ovacucos still romembor Tt  When
a certain school teacher called the children good Japsll, the damage was
beyond repair.

Whon the school children learned that their sympathetic principal was
to be dismissed on the ground that he was too sympathetic, they signed a peti-
tion to the Project Director. Tho Director called tho idea of npctiti nM
im-Amorioan and refused to accept the petition.

There stands on the south end of the camp a "gymll, which the youngstorB
call the symbol of tho "anti«ovacuee" administration. The story about it is
too long to tell, tut the fact that after all these months and years tho Hunt
school children have no gym to play in is a rather sad commentary. H}o work
is 80¢ done. It will never be complotod. Tho Nisei have no place for dancing
and this is a savors deprivation for Amorican youngsters in any oommunity.
ThorQ aro windowa and stoves now, "but tho only reason why a moeting can Lc
hold now is that the evacuees deraandod such equipment when they wanted to
hold a memorial ervice for 16 Hunt "boys who had died in battle in Italy. The
Camp Director eeyieldedd to this demand

Perhaps most evacucos do not care, but for those who do, absonce of tho
freedom of speech is a constant romindor to tho Nisei that they aro semi-prionors.
The Minidoka Irrigator is thoir paper. It is a bi-lingual weekly. Ihe
editor are paid by tho TilLSA and what they write is subject to tho censorship
of the Reports Officer. Editorials and articles have beon disapproved.

The Editor admitted also that the camp papsr i1 piiblished with the
outside readers in mind. It is not meant to tell tho \ii le truth nocossarily.
For instance, when Sergsant Ben Kuroki visitod Minidoka, the Irrigator was
eegdvised¥ by tho W.R.A. to devote tho front pago solidly to tho popularity
of tho visiting hero, But "behind tho Ueadlin® "eKuroki Given Soaring Welo mot
thoro was no moro than orgfanizod(IDy f.S.A.) Hw©Xoam0, and some inetancos of



outright hostility. OFf oo\arso, it would not have beon Wise, even in tho
interest of truth, to tell the world that a Japanese American hero was refusod

food in two mess halls, or to say_that tho_school children wore dismissed
from chool work iIn order to provide a nwelcomingn crond

This "brings up tho old auostion of HHow loyal are the evacuees?M
1 should _not want to bo tho judgq, but if you arc asking §f all tho people
in the eight nl yalM canps ar&ali convinced rat the onlly ansier

would bo a plain N .

In order to answer this question accuratoly* it is nocossary to divido
the ovacueos into throo groups

1. Those who have resettled.

2. Those who want to rasottlc.

3. Those who do not want to rosottlo.

Phen, you can draw a general Xino tutwoon tlxoso vio arc in favor of rolooation
and thoso who arc opposed. Pro-rolooation people may not profess outright
loyalty, 'bdfi they are at least fairly convincod that they belong to tno unitod
Statos and wish to make every effort to bGComo ax integral part of it*
economically if not socially* ®io anti-relocation grotap fool, iIn thoir
resistajicc against relocation, somo satisfaction - that by their refusal to
relocate thoy ar”™ maicing the govorj”ment pay for the evacuation.

If you press the question further to tho extsnt of political thinking*
or attitudes towardB tho war, you will probably find that most of tho aliens
(Issoi) aro hoping that Japan will not complotoly lose tho war. The citizens
think that thoir alien parontsl thinidng is old-fashionod, "but fow of thom
will oponly advocat© a corapXete defeat of Japan, for foar of making family
rolationships intolorable.

At present, tho Issoi aro gradually Taecoming just plain sentimental
about Jaxcan» piis sentimental fooling is so unr-intolloctual that it is oven
pathetic. When Japan is "bombed sons of tho Issoi lose appetite, show long
facest and "bSorao harsh towards their Kiaoi children.

As long as an lIssol is in camp he will 1WGan and pity hinisolf and
oonfort himself that he was a sort of sacrifice when uprooted and placed bohind
tho wire* It has been a gonoral observation that onco ho 8ots out and
"beoonics useful to socioty again, ho tecomos loss sontimontal and. starts
thinking more normally., that is to say, more realistically. We can be
assured, however, that in spite of this general pro~Japan feeling, no Issoi
who rolocatos from any of tho Hloyall camps will translate such fooling
into action. As far as ho understands American laws and regulations, a
relocated | soi will continiiQ to "kQ Xaw-abiding.

In this connaction, it should be pointed out that Issoi parents of
Hisol soldiers have a feeling of their om on the war.  As mo t of the Nisoi
soldiers are on the European continent, the Japanese parents aro no different
from tho avoro”™o Amorican paroixts in thioir hopo that itoorico, will win VOr
XrQTTHQay and that the "boys wili oonio "keefe safely. Their confusion roaclios a
pathotio height when thoy think of_tho day when thoir boys iIn American
mOniform might laud on th© soil of ~apan and porcbanca outer the villages whocc©
thoy had como forty or fifty yoars agof Uhoy cannot "boar the thought of it*



I fowid It was best not to touch the topic of war. Service stars are
not so obviously visible on the windows as | had expected. But the pictures

of boys in uniform are on display in many homes. Gold stars decorated some
walls. Mothers sobbed the same way as an; American mother with a gold tare

Individuals who assume leadership are mostly in the status of paroled
eiBLona. ®ie fact that 1 wgs In the same status and till believed in relocation
was a shock to some of them. But actually my peculiar status gave me some
ground to stand on in regard to these people. Since it is with them that I
khibk deal 1n terras of relocation | shcxuld stay in this smiedial; unconiforta®blQ

position until they accept the wisdom of rolooation™

But paroled aliens have some real probloma which I do not have. First
they are restricted as to whore they can go* Second, their fields of employ-
ment are further limited. Many of thom are excluded from the West Ooast,
where they claim they have pro-war business contact or oxporioncGs. It will
"bo a long time "before their rcsistanco to tho idea of starting from scratch
will bo ovorcoran. Patient and friondly cooperation withtheia is certainly in

order in working with them

Out of mamGrous talks at Minidoka have cone some valuable obsorvaliioiiB
and requests.

1. Leadership Institutes conducted by Y.M.0.A. - Y.W.C.A. have boen
generally well accepted, and more arc noed™od. People sent in know what they
talkod about, and the evacuees have confidence in their attitude and purposo*

2 0ld time missionaries wore onco useful when tho people folt they
wore cut off from the rest of the world. But they never won the Nisei. in
fact their very prosencQ is an affront “to the Uisei* who do not like any
implication that they are "being considerod Japanese. The former Japan
missionaries aro still usofial to issoi who othorwiso have no contacts with
Caucasians, but for tho majority of tho Issei who are not friendly to any
"missionary" work anyway, the rao t polito thing to do is to ignore tho
missionary ladies* Even Christian ministors in tho oamps regard the missionary
as a Hnecessary ovill in the aonso that though they wish that tho missionary
ladie had not domineored so mucla, they oould not ask the latter to loavo.

3« Returned students will not "be vory affective this coming Slaramr.
They did some good last summer, but stiidont relocation is practically over.

4* Intellectual evacuees are anxious to know more about Amorica, cast
of the Rockies. They named several organizations, to which I added some,
from which thoy would like to oe roprosontativos como and talk to the evacuees.

5> lhoy want more contacts with the outside in forms of entertainmont*
It is thoir feeling that instoad of making camp life deliberately undesirable
as a means of pushing relocation, tho W.R. A should encourage tho coming to
the caryp of good old _Airerican institution like Boy Scouts irl Soout ,
Varsity football, orchestra. They feol that if some of the currently popular
stage and scroen personalities did even so much as stop inside the camp, tho
whole question of morale would change overnight. They asltod mo if 1 could
indue® tho following persons to visiti Bing Crosby, frank Sinatra, Sponcor
Tracy, Joe E Brown, Mrs. Hoosevelt*



6, They want more speakers who can talk about other oountrios™

Foreign Missions Boards aro specially requested to include rolocation contors
in tho 1tineraries of vieiting nationals.

7* The World Student Service U and World* s Student Christian
Federation are asked to send in speakers.

8. Bu8inoss groups aad tho C»1>0* are asked to Bond speakers.

9. Tho Departmont of Bvangolism! T the federal Ocuncil of Churches
iIs asked to send speakers.

10. The Y.1LO.A 1is asked to send catalogues of tie Motion Pictnare
Btireak

11* Local Resettlomont OCommitteos are asked to send information on
thoir sorvicos.  (eThis 1 promiBed to AzecliG also. )

12. He Home Missions Qo-uciX and the yedoral Council of Churches axe
asked t do the following things

a) fTfind out it the old ago "benefit of a rosident ofl ono state is
available t him in another state

b) Safeguard tho evacuees who write to Washington™

©) fTind out I1f aliens who were sorvod deportation warrants can
appeal <«

d) H~p aliens who are serving In govemment jobs get permanenti;
resident status.

e) Promote legislation to grant naturalization to aliens whose

relatives have served in the U. S. Army or who thcansolves havo
"been In govermment service#

) Appeal to govermment for keeping one center open for those
who cannot relocate,

13¢ The federal Qovermmont must do something about the housing problom
of rQlooateeSf



1l
Heart Mountain Helocation Center
Heart Mountain,Wyoming

March 31 *= March 24,1945

WO need the barbed wire, 1 said a Japanese man as he took mo aroundtho
camp, “because people Want to keep the cows out»M A groat many people want
tho fonco to stay for many other reasons* The fence moans the camp, which
in turn means security - foodt shelter, and community

Eoart Mountain stands majestically over the camp, guarding it from tho
west. In winter, through tho snow and storm; in spring, through tho rain and
storm in sinmer, through the tliundsr and storm; through fine days in tho fall
and always through the sandy wind, the camp and Heart Mountain stand together.

Like a fist raised to Heaven, this quoer shaped moiontaln has now
identified itself with the evacuees that if this wore Japan tho pooplo would
erect a 3lrino upon It Being American, the mountain is now a trademark in
this town of 8,000 people. You s e the symlaol on everything and everywhoro.

Heart Mountain Rolocation Contor soems to bo a littlo happier placo
than tho othor two X havo seen. People *%h seom to know say that it is be-
oauso the majority of the evacueos are farmers from the Pacific Horthwost
City people are always classified as trouble makers* 1 think, howovor somo
credit is due to the W.R»A* administration. The Gamp Director, who 1 munder-
stand is a former raining engineer, looks more like a "big boss than a govern-
ment official. Evacuees who work around him aay they like him. THAT makes
a difference. The rest of the people who donlt work near him do not mind
their fellow evacuees who do. THAT is important

I saw the Council iIn action ice. Tho first time, the Council Inr*
vited the administration to report on tho progress of relocation. Three
top W. H«A. men were present* What the Relocation Officer said sounded too
optimistic” ajid | think both the administration and the Council knew it
There were some comments from the Council members which brought out the fact
that they did not think the figures were authentic. But the attitude was
that of ,Prctty good, if true; wo w n(t stop your work,O

Tlie second time 1 "attended*™ the Council meeting there wa no W. H. A*
person present. The Chairman was reporting on tho response® recoivod to tho
Salt lake City All Center communications. Replies had come from the Secretary
of War, the Vice President, Attorney G-oneral Biddle, tho Spanish Consul, tho
Fair Play Committeo, eto. All official replio wero non-committal mor© in
the nature of acknowlodgoants than anything also. It soomod also that ovory-
body was referring Salt I»ak Oity®s M21 DGmandsM to Dillon S Myer.

mainMdemand" that the conferoneo made upon tho government was that
tho Relocation Oontors be kept open for tho duration. The rsply from tho
Fair Hay Committee was synipattietic, but it reminded the evacueos that the
keopirgof tho centers is exactly what the anti—gro™ps on the WOBfc Coast want*
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When this point was interpreted by the Chairman, there was no comment but a
weak and frustrated grin on each onQ(s face. No one seemed to know what to
do noxt« 1 suspect that they know that there is probably nothing left to do
but to accept what ooracs. relocation businesB is fa t becoming a contest
between stubborn resistanco and submissive fatalism.

Iho war is a factor here also. The turn of the war iIn the Pacific is
making its impressions upon the older folks gradually. Japan does not seem
to live up to their expectations any more. It certainly wonlt be a nice place
to go back to after thu war. The people, while their hearts are broken over
tho bombing of the civies, are relieved that thoy did not go back on the
GRIPSHOLM.  Tho majority thinking, however, is still very much confused.
Clear thinking is not possible in ihe camp atmosphere.

Just, when 1 was visiting Heart Mountain the Rocky Sliimpo carried tho
news with heavy type heedlinss that all schools in Japan would close indefin-
itely beginning April 1st Ihis was very depressing to all of them. But by
sheer coincidence, the Eelocation Center schools were to close only a 1inth
or two laters also indefinitely. JA horrible world is a-c mingn murmured
many an Issei. When some disaster affects children, the Japanese people
think the end of the w rld has come. W jJRA is riglit in closing the schools,
because that is the only way to get the families out* But W.R. A is wrong
in closing the schools; for the same roa on.

I an six hours out of Heart Mountain as | write, but the scenes of
those little Hisei and Sansei (third generation) children haunt me. They
played in ths dust and mud, "but thoy looked happy and carefree. Then®™ two
of thom pointed to my Caucasian driver and said, ""You Hato>-jin (whit®© man) .M
I had this sort of story 101d me "before, but wlien I heard it said my ilf,

I was sad just the sane. My throat got clogged. I put ny arm arotind th©
Caiicasian just to show that he was 113 friend and smiled at the two si®all girls.
They soiled tack and soiled at iny companion.

| had also heard that those children were growing up to be neither
Japanese nor imorican. This is true. Many of their older brothers and sisters
have gone out now. IPlioy are staying with aged Issei, many T whom are grand-
parents. No one can understand the children* language "unless he knows "both
their languages. They get along anong them elves naturally, but I fear that
when they come out they will have a hard time for a while. They are. all
wonderful kids, chutty and chummy, sun tanned like tiles of clay, with cheeks
iilse the apple of the Northwest whence they have "been broiaght,(Leti not say
like Hood River apples, thought)

Eiis healthy pictvLre of the children may indicate that the food they
get at the mess-halls is nutritious. The food cculd "ke fair, "but it never is*
Por about 40 cents per hoad per day it is impossible to provide meal3 which
one can call excellent in any way. But 1 fear they spend too much money on
rice and other Japanese stuff. I understand tiiat they supplement their budget
with what they raise. Still the fact remains that if the food meets the taste
of the adults, it does not seem to meet health requirement of the growing
children. Consequently* buying foodstuffs at the canteen is quite heavy,

Mariy ffinilios bring food from the moss-hall, add to it what they think the
youngsters need, and have, incidentally, family dinners.



IRierQ is of course no such tiling as complote family life. Many families
have sons in the Army, Xiko any other Ansrican family today. Relocation of
working Hisei not in tho Army - girls - further bréke up the families. Because
lasei men married women ton to Fift3en years yoilanger there is a preponderanco
of widowod mothers. How some of these familiss ccuXd relocate is a profound
puzzle and headache to ne. I met one of thoso widows*. Hor two sons are iIn
franco. She is healthy yet, but not young. Sho would not remarry. How is
she going to go out and resettle? Sho wants to have a homo to wh$ ch hor two
h p s could cone back. X heard hor story, but 1 had no answer.

Widow are not the only ones wi reai problems. At a meeting sponsored
by the Foderatsd Church we discussed relacatioix, A gray haired man mustered
enolagh courage to stand up and sayi ttl aia an old man, as you can see. I am
73 this year. Sinco the governmont says | must relocate, | went to the
Rolocation Office to see what can be done. 1 toll you I have never been 80
humiliated in all &y They asked m© ray age and if 1 had any savings.

I was ashaned, but had to say No. Then toey said my case will have to be
handled first ty the Welfare Department. So I went there. They asked mo

tho sane questions all over again. Then they wantod to know vat ny rolativQB
war© doing, how much money they had, if 1 stored anything Tack in California
and of how m\ach, value my stored things were.

HI got mad and sad. I donll keep books for ny relatives™ | donll know

tde answer. Eten if niy relatives had any money, I can’t go to then and say
tthe goVGmMnoixt 1;me and niy wife and five ciiildren to youf*

As for the things stored away, 1 don*t know what they are worth. So I
said* I donll know. 1 They said my wife would know and to go "back and ask her
to come "back with mo at 3 o*clock. So talked to ray wife and she got raad*
She says, #Donll go back”™ |1 went "back anyway. Now they are going to send
some pap8r to ny hone town to find out if whatl said is true

nl am 72 year old, have no savings. I an very much ashamed of myselfen

I thanked hin for telling iiis problem a he saw it. ler him, relocation
is an experience of deep personal humiliation. To me, it seemed more like a
question of proper counselling and education.

To niost of these people social welfare service is comp etely alien.
Also after the war caree all their personal data were collected by tic H I *

and Military Intelligcnco. Now tho people aro asked similar questions by thQ
W.R.A. and through a Nisoi interpreter, usually a girl. A lot of people aro
watching ttesm as they go into the welfare department. All this is extremely
hiamiliating,

Jaoansse peopld are aociabls a iong themselves, Tsut they are not charitabid
to each other. To give charity is to assume superiority. To roceivo it isto
acknowledge one*s failure in life.

Ihe mothod of doing welfare work among those people nust 'te revised so
as to eliminate thi peculiar psycholdgical complex. But there are regulations.
Weifaro workers niust "be civil service enjployeos hence all Caucasians. They
are also trained social case workers - trained in Occidental psychology and
sociology. It looks like a deadlock. At least they could got rid of tio



Nisei iInterpreters and use Issei sldors whom people trust, even if WH A may
not trust thom

I wondered what tho Obajistian ministers were doing along this line
and asked others about it I had smie suspicion about this* "but Yrhen "bluntly
told that tlie ministers hardly make any difference either way, It was a "blow
just the sane. Thero are two active minister here, "but both of thom one=a
Nisoi, the other a Caucasian student, work for Nisei exclusively,

The church has an office building "but unless it is ppen for Nisei to
work in, i1t is closed most of the time, |1 said to the ministers (at a welcome
mooting for nei) that those of us on ths outside were counting on the Christian
ministers to look after things, politely of course Their answer was that the
church was helpless Tsecstuss it had no means. X rathor think that Issei ministers
aro just as tirod and discouraged as the Issei to whom they ara stipposod to
"be ministering*

I wanted to seo what tho Buddhist Church was doing and how the priests
felt about everything. S0 | did the unforgivable thing, which I had done "be-
fore in tile other caj’yps ~ of going to the head Buddhist priest* The priest
was somewhat surprised, but only for a moment. We soon opened our hearts and
discussed everything under the sun. He was a man of about 50, dignified bitt
informal.

I asked some questions on his reactions to the assistance given "by the
Christian churches on the outside to the members of his faith. Without any
hesitation or effort to hi«lo his feelings, he said that when it came to
h\3nanitarian service Christianity and Buddhism agreed basically.

I then asked him what he thoiaght of some people who ciilireed to te
Christian for expediency. He replied that h© had known something about it
and toillil;, that people who Ffalsely professed Christianity misunderstood both
Christianity and B*iddhisn. I went a stop further and asked, MH w about people
who said they were Christians at the hearing boards in order to Tse considered
harmless "by the government?” He sniiiled and said "People of little knowledge.
If they only knew tho spirit of this country, they would liave professed Buddr-
liisn without fear. 1 "believe in religious freedom. I also "believe that there
is religious freedom in this country/@Q

<"Hoy, then, do you feel about the fact that Buddhist priests aro e<®
eluded "by tie from the. West Coast?K (This priest is one of them.)

-Some of them are allowed to retur-n to the Coast,M he replied firmly*

We talked about the war, that is to say, he introduced the topic. His
complete objectivity was ajuazing, though not stipprising after one hour”s
conversation like tho a™ove. Thoi~h 1 did not share his feeling, his analogy
was quite interesting.

HA true Japanese Buddhist in America ehoiald be like a frog perched on
a lily leaft watching quietly the turmoil of the muddy river flowing "below* You
cannot do anything *y jumping into it, |1 am going to wait until the Hood
Biibsides and tho water becomes clear. n
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Resettlement must be to him an effort to get on ajaother leaf and 1"each
the shore on the other side where frogs of other kinds thrive. IT he knew them
as well as he knows rtthe spirit of this country”» le oiaght to jump too. 1 do
not bolieve he is opposed to others relocatizig, though h© thinks that the
organized religious life of Buddhists in America ia probably unrestorable*

He suggested that all the Buddhist properties on the Coast should "ba utilized
for the benefit of tie returning evacuees. Asked If lie would welcome Christian
cooperation, he replied Yes. Considering his personal circmstances, X thoioght
his attitude generous and grand. It will take strength of character to match
this priest, and it is doubtful if the Christian leadership is strong enovigh
there at Heart Mountain %c make any inroads into the lives of non-Ghristians.

In fact, | detected a strong sense of reliance on the part of the Christians
ypon thO© Christians on the outside to sustain the place of the chtirch on tho
inside. This tendency, unless checked, will grow to th© point where Christiana
assiane a preferred position in relation to the government. In factja minister
tfeavslod about the country at the expense of the W.H. A If this sort of
praotice spreads, the ministers* effectiveness will decline Btill further* One
must make a careful and discreot usg of the vantage position of tho Christian
Church in dealing with people who axa of another religion and wto arc in need
of Christian assistance.

Out of my Heart Mountan visit have come the following realization and
suggestions:

1. There are few Japanese who sufficiently munderstand the diverse
complexion of . Anorican society# There are fesr Americans who understand the
inarticulate Japanese mind. !Cie relationship between the 7Z.R A and the Issei
evacuees would be a comedy if not so tragic.

2. With a little effort on the part of both the W.R A and the evacueo
leaders, even thi3 tragedy can be rhinimized. Minidoka and Heart Mountain differ
in this respect.

3. Thougli perhaps impossible Tinder the circumstances, 1 wish very much
that an accurate appraisal of the war could be given by a trusted interpreter

to the people regialarly. Ilhe war mostly thre”™n Japanese sources9 has
a direct and definite effect upon morale of like people and thei“foro upon
relocation.

4. Tho relationship between tho Issei and grown-up Nisei is rapidly
deteriorating. Relocation is partly responsible for it  Those of us who iiave
contacts with the relocated Nisei ha™e a real responsibility in this respect
Iho Hisei* s own responsibility, of course, cannot "be over-emphasig8ed®

5. Both the W.H-A. and the evacuees are heavily counting upon the
churches to open and furnish hostels. Not only Oboistian church properties,
but Buddhist church properties can bo made use of for this purpose* The Home
Missions Council might investigate possibilities alor~this line — and quickly.

6. As relocation proceed there is going to be a lar e amount of
Hsurplusi government property. Evacuees could use it Bedding is a special
need at hostels. IT churches could poircliase government surplus property for
tho Gvacuoes and sell without profit, it would "be a real service, have
written to the Homo Missions Council about this*
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7. Uhe W,R A will arrange with the 0.D.T. for reserved coach service
if a group of 40 or more evacuees wigh to travel. Xt will take them from
the carj to their destination* Are local committees caoable OFf handling a
large crowd like that?

8. ihere is a general miisunderstanding that when a man relocates ho
is forced into war work. I/Tile it is true that under W.M.C. regulations a
person cannot an essential job without a permit, it is not true that a
relocating Issei must take war work* Correction of this improssion is a W.R. A
job.

9. People d not accept favorable stories when they see thom in an-
printed matter, W.R. A. or othorwiso™ But they do believe personal oxporioncc
storios. It is essential» therefore, to send moro people into tho oanips.
National figures, secretaries of the "boards, organizations, former ovacueos,
local ministars, should all go in and meet the people. The only thing to guard
against is that they hould not go roprosentiag a resettlement organization*

In SY own case, | was made known as a representative of the Home Missions Council.
From now on student returnees or Student Eelocation Oouncil representatives

will not be very effective, 110cal comnilitee representatives siiould go repre-
senting their original organizations. After the evacuees come to know you as

an individual”™ you can discuss relocation with interested individuals.

Father Daisuke Kitagawa was at Heart Mountain from Minneapolis. As
Director of the United Christigui Ministry to Evacuees, he is doing a really
magnificent job. Hg is weil regarded by tho people, except that they fear
lie carries with him ome divine wisdom for relocation

He has shown me a scheme already in effect in the Tr/in City area,
whereby youngsters tinder 18 years of age can Gnter fo ter homes in order to
complete high school education. At present, students under 18 cannot relocate
unless county child welfare agencio approve. Daisuke says that the Minnoapolie
Citizensl Committee has worked out an understanding with the local welfare
agencies so that now minors may go there. He say that it is vital for the
boys to have a high school diploma "before entering the Service and, with the
closing of Center high schools in May, this will become a general problem.

A communioation will be sent out from the office to all the local
committQGS upon toy rsturn regarding this.

Rev. Donald Toriurai of Heart Mountain made some requests and raised
scre questions*®

1* Have all outside Nisei groups send in copies of their publications
to the Oonter Church,

2. Provide the Center church with figures on relocation regularly.
3« Consider Issei ministers as visiting pastors in large cities.
4. Control free lance ministers who are organizing Japanese congregations

without any denominational authorization. (Writer*s note There is no way to
do this.)
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5, promote closer contact "between ths Center church and local rosottlo-
ment workers through ths Home Missions Council,

Some general church matters?

1 . Issei ministers are more or less tiselsss now. It would, bo a good
and kind idea to put them on the retirsment lifet with adoguato pension.

2 Issei ministors were told (X will not say "by whom) that if and
when the evacueos come back to the coast they should not uso Japanese at all*
Coming from tho source it did, they thought preaching in Japanese was out
forever and w/ith it their future usefulness on the Wost Coast. I took the
liberty of telling themthat thay could talk in any language anywhoro in tho
United States where at least ordinary civilians lived. They thought it was

good news.

Issei ministers aro in favor of union churches. (Writer*s notei This is
not true of Xssoi niinistors at other camps.) They aro in favor of anything
that will sustain their positions. 1llis is WiQ all-important thing to remomber
in considering their opinions« !He same thing applies to tho Issei in genoral
— it is their security they are alvw/c"s concerned about. And, why not?

3, Christmas giftsw ill not be necessary this year. Something like
$4,000 worth of gifts and money came to Heart Mountain last year. If this was

average, the total for the nine Centers (including Tul© Lake) must have been
over $30,000 at least

This ooiald "be increased this year, not for Christmas "but as a final
drive for relocation, The clo ing of the ocargp will be our greatest Christmas
present to Christ*

v

Rohwer Holocation Center
MoGehee, Arkansas

March 26 ~ April 1, 1945

O0wpared to Granada, Minidoka, or Heart Mountain, Rohwer is a paradise
of vegetation. People of other camps would give lifo itsolf to lie down onthe
fresh green grass and enjoy the soft breeze of the dusk and forget ~he dry dust
and the sage-brush} but the residents of Rohwor would change places with anyone
in any camp to get away from the rain.

nlt rains all the time, especially on wsok-ends. They picked the worst
possible place to send usi ~ a statomont neither entirely correct nor Incorrect.

HAftor three years with tho hxiiaii heat of summor and year-suoxind rain,
w uldn*i; you like toget out and live in a normal climate?" | stdedl a nuniber of
times, yet the answer was tho ame every time ” an embarrassed grin.



e«There is no place like California.n Rohwerites are mostly rural
Californians.

Victory gardens woro flourishing. Residonts here do not have to ask
the W.R.A. to acquire water for them. The government policy to the contrary
notwithstanding, they are going ahead with their work on the gardens. They
can co-unt on two good crops before Hwe may have to go out. M

«fE may have to go utH is about as good an expression of the thinking
her© as any analysis. You hear it until i1t come +to sound monotonous. This
attitude is, of course, a result of many previous changes in W.R. A. policy,
combined, With th characteristic resignation of the older folka

1113 Welfare Department soeraed a little better equipped to handle problems
and people. Intorpretors ssemsd Older; in fact, no Nisei girl was seen acting
as suchi while I was there. My interview with the head officer of tho Department
was highly satisfactory. I saw two more intorviewors. I asked the hoad officer
to put her thoughts i» writing. Here Is hor letter in part

My mind leaped immediately to the concern many of us have aihout people
seeking to go to Chicago and vicinity,

wln our counseling service i thO Oenter, we have done our utmost to
point out to young and old the advantages of small cities, and review the
disadvantages presented by large feitjies NovertheXess, we find some 12,000
of our people, largely young peopl®, in Chicago. We appreciate the attitude
Chicago has shown in wanting oui people tS“ffree to come to Chicago, be free
to take advantage pf what the city offors to them aB to all other people in
the country. However, | Taelieve our people present some special neods, as

person transplanted from their original homes and placed in rolocation centers
for a period of time before they come to the city.

M nQ mother in our Centor, an unusually thoughtful and imericanized
mother who wants her chil, (iron to have <freGdoml, has refusod to permit her
twenty year old daughter to return to Chicago, where she has lived for some”
thing less than a year. This daughter has an indefinite leave status, and
returned homo to visit aftor tho dato on which she could n considorod for
rd~induction to the Center as a resident, Hor mother prefers to pay hor
daughter* s board in the Conter until tho family rosottlos, rather than permit
her daughter to return to the city. The mother visitad the daughter in
Chicago and observed the way the young people with whom her daughter Xivod
conducted themselves, and although this mother has confidence in hsr davightor
she docs not wish hor child to be continuously exposed to the influences tho
mother saw as prevalent She would approve of living arrangements for young
people which were s"uporvised, or sho would appreciate having help in Ffinding
a room in an approved home, but she objects to the unsupervised pXacomont of
youigpoople in crowded living gviarteis. She saw how Xar”™o numbers of single
girls occupied one floor of a houss, and largo niambcrs of single boys ocoupiod
another floor of the same house, with considerable froedom in activity betwoon
thG boys and girls, which was leading to immoral practices and indolent living.
Hyen we considered with this mother the possibility of arranging for housing
for the claughtor in advance of tho daughterl return, tho mother declined still
to let tho daughter go. However, as wa contonrpilated giving such servioo,had sho
boon willing, w w r uncertain about what our sijccess would bo. Wg know of no
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ucii 8ervice "being given in Chicago, generally. That is, there ie no hostol,
or other organized temporary housing for new comers, to which they are free to
go and through which they could get guidance to approved living quarters for
young pooplOt such as the hostels in other cities offsr»tt

There is a close relationship between the Welfare and Relocation Depart”
ments. 0On® cannot be busy without the other being busy also. And that is how
relocation is going to be from now on - nearly everyone will present a welfare
prolDlom

I spent two mornings at the Relocation Division. The story is tho same
lioro as in the other comps* Thers aro plenty of jo®s 1t a scarcity of Housing
on tho outside. To offer a position without housing attached is practically
uaeloss. A great many people are compromising on wages and even on location,
duo to availability of housing, which is the first consideration,

That people want to relocate if housing is available can be considered as
a stat"snent applying to 50" of the ovao-ueos at Roliwer* With th© closing of th®
schools impending, people are already restless# In my observation, Rohwer was
the most restless of all the camps 1 visited. How strong the concern of tho
parents is fod* the education of the children was never so powerfully and
pathetically domonstratod as 9.t Rohwsr. As 1 said before, the YZEA niado a
vory shrowd docision in cutting out the school eystsni. X still do not liico it»
but X am reluctantly persuaded to agree that it is to tho long range advantage
of relocation.

$pCaiding of* the Center schooly you can soo that it is th© most ~insrican
thing within the fence. I attended the senior class cm Current Events. All
the news of the day wa taken np Prom the war news to tho goings-on in Wash-
ington, all was discussed iji flaslv-flasli (very fast) succession. Who was tho
now Bconomic Statilizer? Yilat are John Lewisls demands and thoir relationship
to the Little Steel Formula?

I asked tho teacher how she “ncourag™Sdst udeiits to disagree with her
She replied pyoniptly that the students wlio most disagreed with her got Xast
ssmostor and that she never reprimanded anyone for disagreeing. She asked the
ejass iIf that wer®© true and everyon© nodded. I asked about this for a good
rason. The sam$ young people are taught and disciplined at home by the Ffilial
piety of the Japanese tradition, Filial piety is best understood by parents
as obedience, by the children as suppression of opinion. When they go to
school they are trained to thiMc for themselves. Perhaps tiis is an ovafc-simpl-
ification, but that is part of tho story of how Nisei are imericanissed
(they will resent this reference to thoir being lllericaniz”™d because Merioans
do not have to be Anericanized) and how they find home alien*

.That all Nisei ore not brought tg according to staddards of
education, psychologically speaking, is usually clainied by foes of Hisoi whon
some so-called Kibei come for discussion As | havo not discussed tlie

Kibei "boforo, this may be a good place to do so. Kiboi asuj of course Nisei*
Since the evacxaation, the generally accepted definition of Kiboi has iDecomo

one who went to Japan for oducation and gii¥’ce has rsturned to the United States. O
Others, who ai*e more unfriendly, would add, noile who has rcttimGd to America
indoctrinated with Japanese iMationalisiusw !hile liako Kibei are usually classified
in this categoryt
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Maiy Kitei are just as good Americans as any other American. 1 know
some Klbei whose <&firicanisni | would not question. Let us, for brevity, define
Mericaniam e¢elovo for America.u Son© of them camo "back to America intonsoly
disliking tho lifo in Japan and madly in love Tdth Axaerica

Then, there are some Klbei who look at America only through acts of dis“
crimination directed against themselves. (Others do this,too.) To them, Japan
is free from race prejudice, as far as they aro edneornod. This iIs, In ry
opinion, tho fundamontal principle in tho Kibei!8 lIpro-Japani attitude (M.q
Lake typo). They condemn nianerican hypocrisy the projudico they foel. Ihoy
admire Japan because she defied mighty and whits America, | have not yot found
in any Kibei that 1 havQ met any deep convictions on ocononic or political
grounds why Japau should have launched an aggressive war. But | do know that
some Kibois thought before the war that Japan was getting tho kind of treatment
by tho United States that they were getting in tho United States. Those Kiboi
mak mo think that to appraise iInternational relation in tbms of personal
experiences is easy, but misleading and dangerous.

What disturbed me at Rohwer wa the relatively large nuniber of older
Nisei. I was told that many of thom were Kibei who neithor w™nt to Tulo liako
nor were drafted. Few people know/ that there aro imcrican citizens of Japanese
ancestry, in good physical condition, who aro not called by the Army, though
they are not necessarily considered disloyal. If considered disloyal, they
would have boon sent to Tulo Lake 7w, these Uisoi (mo t of them, idboi) are
still in the 4-0f status of enoray alien. Thcdr attitude is HIT the Array ioesnll
want me, why should 1 go?n Their local draft "boards (West Goa t home town local
boards) may have other reasons, but it does not soem to contribute towards
making good oitizons out of thom to continue to koop thcan in siich a status™
Ihe evacuation showod that you cem make a loyal or disloyal citizen out of
almost any person merely "by the way the public treats him. One out of ovary
ton Japanese Americans is aid to have preferred to become Japanese. (This
includes several thousand minors who had no opinion of their ovm but who followed
families who went to Tul e Lake*) It would not be a wild guess to say that if
all G-erman Americans w ro uprooted and intorned, the percentage would be much
greater. lEhisr 1 know, is not a question of patriotisni. It is a question of
temper and group discipline,

On this point of group discipline, 1 would not be making too rash an
observation If | stato that part of tho motivation behind the Nisei eoldiors*
oxcollcut record in the Army is thoir concern for thoir parents. As the old
Japanese saying goes, nSomotine9 one cannot lie loyal(to the country) ad® filial
at the same time*1 It is , then, loyalty that "becomes a larger Tilial piety.
Some Issei MforgaveH their sons for fighting against Japan on this ground.

Meaay Issoi aro paroled from tho internment camps on the strength of thoir sons
being in the Army, which proves tho point

Chaiiging tho subject, | now turn to the chxirch situation at Rohwer. The
story hero is almost the same. OId Issei ninisterg are passive and non-coramittal
about relocation. I had ono full session with the ministers, but it was non -
productive. The only concrete thiJig 1 gathered was that here a™ain they were
so uncertain of their future that tho moro they thought about relocation, tho
less happy they wore. TIdis doog not meaii that they woro not thinking at all*

h tho contrary, some of thora aro planning against tho day when MVe nay havg
to all go out,™



The oldest minister dominated the meeting. The others seomed to be
merely echoing his opinions. At any rate, they mddo the following ronarksi

1 , ijhejy wished n® to thaiak the Home Missions Council for the Gliristnas
presents from the outsi dG olmrclies*

2. They aro opposed to the policy of integration, bolioving such tobo
inpossililo*

3t There will bo always Japanese churches as long as there aro Japanese
people iIn America.

4. Union churches are impracticable.
5, Hostels are ineffective, but porhapB necessary.

In support of their pro-segregation churches, they spent a good deal of
time citing exiles of Hostility on the West Coast. They talked @) ut a situa-
tion sono twenty years ago when a church was ovorcrowdod with Spanish Ancncans
and finally a split resulted. “therefore,H they saild unanimously " Japaneso
too will come to trouble if they try » integrate. 1 1 pointed out exojnplos
of the churohes in Chicago and Cleveland and Philadelphia. But thoy did not
seem to beliovo it Thoy talked down the case of «Titsuo Morikawa in Chicago
who made a s”™ocsss iIn the r_ainistr%/ at the Jirst Baptist Church. It seemed that
the timo had come whsn ministers had to see things with their own eyes before

thpy "believed good news.

Then again, at Rohwer, the Nisei miriister carried on by himsolf all -tho
active program of the church on relocation» He was busy "beyond description,
and he was lonesome. He gets no support from the Issol ministers. He sends
out all the active Hisei loaders. He trill stay to the bitter end ~pushing the
people out. M Wher©®© ho would go and what he wculd do - he said ho had no tmo
to thinlc atout. His notable indifference to his own problem has won tho
respoct and affection of the poopXs, Issqi and Hisoi, Christian jad non-Ohnstian.

Ho is not an_intelligent social_worker (from the stand-point of the social worker)
nor a wise diplomat, no# an enlightensd obaeTver ” he has all sorts of short-

comings « Ut he help peoplo. e is always missing meal . But he never avoids
anyone.

Tho children - what haptisned to them? 1 played with them, told storios

to_them, and 1 loved them, T%Jt I could not like the way thoy lived. Liko tho
children in other center , they were left to themselves moat of the tine

Their language was mixed and even foul. How would thoy get along with oth<4r
children in school when they relocatod?

A good many children were Sansoi, though I do not like to use that term.
(The sooner such terras a J:ssei, Nisei, Sansel become unnecessary the
for all concerned.) Malay visitors said that the Sansei are more Japanose™like
today than before the evacuation. G-onsralization like that is dangerous» out
those children who are living among Japanese and have no contacts with anyone
else cannot help growing Japanese.
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tGr wing Japanesell is a vague phrase, too. But a childls mind cannot
be critically analyzed. ns can only observe a great many of them and detect
various forms of influence at work, ie they deliberate or casual*

On®© of such influences is, of ccursej the mono—racial composition of
the popuiation* Anyone who does not look like a Japanese is a stranger™
Think of the implication of that when tiie situation IS reversed™

IT 1! tho languago. G-razited that a child Xearns smy language very
rapidly, 1 doubt if their vocabuiary is intelligm®© to an average child on
the outside.

Haird, family "eindoctrination.w !The average Issoi is sentimontal al”out
the Mold country. « Pew are qualified, emotionally or intellectually, to tell
thom atout present day Japan. But an Issei feeXs that ho must do something
about the ~propagaada¥t of radio ad press, ospocially comics. Yot h know
that ho should not projudico a child* s mind against America "because tho small
one must live horo* Vilat, th@nv must aa 18801 do?

He decorates the four walls with pictures of old Japan, prepares delicious
Japanese food, talks his dialect, lavishly lovds tho child, strictly disciplines
him, and then tbrow8 his hands, goes out md plays MgoM with another Issei.

An Issel nottier is always washing or knitting or vi Uing, mostly tho last

When an Issei speaks of a Nisei, he often laments "by saying M|f tho
Nisei wore a little more stable and firm = M \>y this, ho means that tho Nigoi
should have more stoic pationco, less individualtiy, more appreciation of tho
way an Issei has strug”™ od « But tho Nisei, who grew up on milk, buttor» moat
and potatoes, hates stoic patience - If lie undorstand it at all* nJr Gdom for
all is the good old U«3. A*,H and they hav® gone out leaving the old Issoi and
yoiang nisei and, in ome case , Sansei children behind. So tho v~ry old and
tho very young aro trying to work it out. What they ar®© working out, J could
not telle It must "be something now. Whatevor it i18F X hope it is not 30110thing
that mature Nisoi wlio aro out cannot cop® with.

X saw quite a f©fA Nisei soldiers at Eohwer* ITisoi soldiers liko to visit
centers* Thor© is no disrespect for tho soldier, ray story on Bon Kwoki or the
Qilemma, of a soldier son, notwithstanding* If some Issei are rather sad that
Nisoi must fight Japan, most Issoi aro plo~sod that tho Uisoi soldiors showed
the world that they could fight weU As Igng as the Nisoi soldier refrains
from rubbing the Issoi the wrong way, he is™wolcomo guest and visitor. Nisoi
girlg put on a party in a big way. Parents approve that too, because
they are worried about unmarried girlg, and if those parties help and if that*s
the way the modern young people must find mates, Mit can*t be helped,1 Intho
g??—?tg%ﬁés Issei busy tjherselve8 studying the " stockll from which the boy or

lhe Nisei soldier) who is not so concorned about his “stodd* or her
«stock” has something else on his mind* Xf he is visiting his own parents
his mind is occupied with one thought iniore will my parents go and how
will they 1ive iT the camp closes while 1 am away and it 1 donft como
Sack?" OF course, a soldier doesn"t think of hie death, ordinarily. But
with a Nisei soldier it is something that he has to thifek about* Ho knowB

that some of hi ‘'buddies died, and the cas™Malties among Japanoso American
G, 1. fs have bs n heavy.



Some Niaei soldier hope that they will have e home to mijie "bec® to
on the outside, which moans the family*s relocation. @ Other Nisei soldiers
110pG that th© centors will "bo kept opon Q& least yntil tliQy are honorably
discharged.

'biere are wivos of service men in the centers. They are waiting. Tou
tell one of them that all the wives of the oldiers are waiting and on the

outside, too. But she will snap right "back and tell you that other Ajnorican
wives do not have the problem oho has* With widows9 tho difficulty is Ovon
greater.

Farm boys who would have boon exempt as essential became non-ossontials
with the evaemtion. Drafted whille in tho Center, they served woll in the
Ar e Sni©® of thom were killed. What can one say to a family to whom suchi
a thing has happened?

I preached at the Easter English service. I talked about tho mass
relocation and dislocations in China and Europo. I talked about the chTarches
destroyed there and how the Christian faith survived, and, burying tho past,
is living again. It Hiust have sounded just like & sermon "by an outsider, "but

I had to say what X did say.

I left Eohwer Easter afternoon. ©10 rain had been pouring for ton
hoxirs when the car came to pick me up. Mnay blocks wore flooded two foet
deep. 1 thought tho dovw/npour would never stop. But while I waited for other
cars to asseiriblo, it th tuidorodf and soon tho clouds bogan to broak up.

It was tho ond of the darfe Easter at Eohwer. It was the beginning of
an eaxly stonor* A great rsviiibov was in the eastern sky the niost clear and

boautiful I had over seen. And that is h w | came "back to America, nOUTSIDB. &t
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Dear Friends

At a meeting of workers interested in resettlement of
Japanese Americans held recently in New York City under
the auspices of the Resettlement Committee OF the Home
Missions Council, It was felt that some of the denomina-
tional representatives that could do soA should go to

the Relocation Centers during the ten days or two weeks
prior to their closing dates. It was felt that at least
those who visited the centers scheduled for early closing
could report back conditions and criticisms of the process
ing program that might help in suggesting different policies
or methods iIn the other Centerse It was also felt that
those representatives could help by acting as interpreters
and helping to bolster up the morale of tho residents =

It was decided that 1 would first ﬂo to the? Granada Project
at Amacho, Colorado, and then to the Minidoka Project,
Hunt, Idaho. Those two Centers wore scheduled to cXose
Octobir 15 and Novender 1, respectively*

Arriving early Monday morning tile 8th of October, just
seven (Jays "before the scheduled closing, of tho Center,

I found the Granada Project a scene of desolation. Gone
was the activity that I found there last June when some
5,000 people wore living on tho ,hill,n The population,
on tho <iay that 1 arrived, found letter, was 622. A
few wore to leave between tho 8th and the 13th, On the
13th a special train was to leave with some 430 odd, for
Los Angelos and vicinity* This was to leave about 85 for
the following Mondayla xrain ta take them to the Sacramento
area. Two special coaches were being provided for this
last group, but no special Pullman cars.

As the Center closed the following wore apparent*

X* Practically all of the remaining people had made Mplansw
to relocate under the pressure of having to meet the
deadline of the scheduled October 15 closing*

2. There was no assurance of permanent housing for any of
the 430 odd leaving for the X s Angeles area, of for the

85 odd leaving for the Sacramento area* The Los Angeles
group were to be housed temporarily at Lomita, near Long
Beach, in army barracks, some of which had been partitioned
off for famiXy groupse At the time this was written

(Oct. 11), there was no ward rogarding the accommodations
at Sacramento t



3. There were about 80 welfare cases included in the two
special groupse Quite a number of those cases“were leaving
the Center without having had their residence eligibility
for welfare aid verified. There were some eases leaving
on Monday the 15th with the Sacramento group that were
eligible to ride in Pullman accommodations, but no special
provisions had "boon mado * As far as know none of those
eligible for Pullman ber.ths in this last group was able to
secure spaco. (Two Pullman cars had been provided for the
Los Angeles group and all those eligible in that group
leaving on tho 13th had been provided for, Those entitled
to Pul;man space iInclude aged pooplc and rocent hospital
cases. ‘

4* In many of the welfr.re cases delays in verifications of
residence eligibility occurred at the other end and the
fault was not chargeable to tho Wa Holocation Authority.
However, Inadequate i1nformation furnished from the project
often brought negative answers = Some of this could not be
helped because Individuals could not furnish full names or
addresses of friends that would vouch for theilr residencee

5.  Procrastination on the part of the individuals themselves
created many last minute problems that could have been handled,
more adequately earlier. (Even in the last few days there
were some that believed that there would bo a Mroprievew and
still maintained that UKA just canTt kick us out. ™)

6. On the other hand, some weeks ago, considerable pressure
had been brought to bear on bachelors to sot dates for their
departure. Tho procedure sooms to have boon to ask them to
come into the office and then ask thom If they thought that
they could get their th5.ngs ready at such and such a date.
Usually the answer would bo, yos, they thought they might <
Then that date was set as final for them and a few days
Uofore that date they would be told that they must get

their tickets and get their baggago iIn order and that they
must leave = (One bachelor wcls forcibly removed from his
barrack some weeks ago and placed on a train. The WRA side
of tho case has some merit, but tho fact iIs that this man
was forcibly removed.)

7« The special trains wore dirty and many of the coaches
were without water for the tw/o day tripe Whether or not

the request had been made, or had been turned down, no

dining car was provided. (On earlier special trains,
apparently no one had starved because each family had taken
food with them, but many took food only because they were
told by former travelers that no diner service was provided. )
Many families with babies had had tough feeding problems on
previous special trains -



8. There were no bulletins 1i1ssued to the remaining
residents during the last weeks to advise or keep them
informed on procedures or changes in plans. No where
along the processing line for final departure was there
a set of ins ructions as to vhat additional steps were
necessarye Quite a number were confused™ In spite of
instructions issued some time ago and most likely for-
gotten, as to H.at to do with the four categories of
their belongings, hand-luggage, baggage, express and
freight. Add to this all the other details at the leave
office, cashier, property office, motor pool, making
lunches to tako on the train, welfare office for those
requiring aid, oxchanging the voucher for train tickets
and chocking baggage after getting to the station, and
it is too much to remember without a written set of iIn-
structions In both English and Japanese,

9. Three days before the departure of the Sacramento
group no definite word had been received regarding the
temporary accommodations available « Many wore reluctant
to leave without assurance of housing, others voiced
their opinions in no uncertain terms. (Apparently what
these people had heard about the Lomita project was ac-
ceptable as temporary housing. The Sacramonto people
had been hoping that a similr.r project would be ready
for them in Sacramento. That such a project was iIn the
process of being readied seemded to "be more than a rumor
but whether i1t would be ready by the 17th, the arrival
date, was a big question mark.)

0. n many departments the staff seemed woefully iIn-
adequate, particularly because of the 3ack of stenographers
That many of the interviewing staff had to type their own
letters, and conscientious ones would work extra hours In
the evening just to try and catch up, would indicate that
much better and earlier planning IS necessary.

* In spite of the fact thcit a few on the interviewing
staff speak Japanese, there is nood for more iInterpreterse
acted, in this capacity for a large part of my stay.)

nskod a Mr e Yoshizawa, a level-headed person who had
cooperated well with both residents and the administration
and iaad been a block manager during the entire life of tho
project, what suggestions ho might give that would be
helpful during the closing periods of tho other Centers.

As background for what he had to say he stated that he
was not talking about the WRA program as it existed
during the lifo of the project but rather about the
problems arising in the closing period. He said that
first and foremost ho would want to urgo every remaining
family or individual that have problems whether welfare
or otherwise, to make early appoirt ments to discuss
matters rather than wait until the last momente Said ho,



MHA is not »kidding» about their closing schedule .n

The residents must realize that and to hold off by saying,
"They put us here, let them take care of us” 1s not going
to solve their own problems. To gain all the advantages
from relocation assistance funds, from special clothing
allowance funds and getting verifications of rosidoncG
eligibility for relief purposes, early appointments and
applications aro essential. Ho srdd that i1t was high time
that the ovacuoes stopped listening to rumors about some
one camp being left open for thosu supposedly unable to
relocate or that the program would bog down someplace and
nthey will have to keep us in,w He said that certainly
the WRA program has had many faults and shortcomings, but
on the other hand, the remaining residents in the other
Centers, for their own sakes should stop resisting and
take full advantage of anything that WHr'is offers <

He was critical of the local WA In one respect. Ho felt
that the TAHA had used the pressure method too strongly in
Granada to get the people out on schedule 9 Grr.nted that
the Granada staff was under tremendous pressure to close
on schedule as a utest casoll, he folt that certain
pressures did more harm than good. He was referring to_
the method of mnneuvering egroup of bachelors in o saying
that they thought that they could be ready to go at a
certain date and then, setting that date as final. He
thought that this had created much bad feeling and resist-
ance and that a more persuasive method could have been used
have heard opinions from many of the residents that seem

to bear out this contention.

I agree that the people should havo made plans well in
advance, but after every means had been used to persuade
them to do so, tho fact still remains that too many did
wait till the last minuto = This uiGans that WR must gear
theilr program to moot tho needs of just this type of people
Too often excuses citing procrastination of rcsidonts havo
been given by too many of tho administration personnel to
explfiln Inadequacies instead of facing the facts and
organizing tho program to fit needs as the¥ actually exist*
WRi1 at the Washington level is equally at Tfault in this

rospoct -

Although 1 on not convinced, would agree in principle
that to delay the closing dates of tho centers would not
noccssarily solve the resottloment problems , However,
woulld definitely object to a policy of keeping to a
schedule just to be able to say that the job was done by
a certain date, when as, for iInstance, iIn the case of the
Sr. cramento group the temporary housing arrangements that
wore to have been ready by the 17th of October were re-
ported as not ready* Yet at this writing”™ (October 11)
the group i1s definitely scheduled to leave on the 15th

to arrive on the 17th, and to what, no one knew- would
urge Japanese-speaking representatives to go to the
Centers during the two weeks and at least ten days before



the Centers close to interpret, particularly in the wel-
fare section, and help bolster tho morale of the people.

This was written the day before leaving for Minidoka on

the 12th. expect to have further comments and possible
suggestions after get to Minidoka =

/the mmirkn BMNiPTisT
HOME MISSION SOCIETY
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