


WAR RELOCATION AUTIIOMTY

T ule  Lake P r o j e c t  
T ulo  L ake, C a l i f o r n ia

June 9 , 19112

miORANDUM TO: A l l  members o f  th e  S t a f f

SUBJECT: P ro .ie o t  I n s t r u c t i o n s  y/lj. -  M ethod of
H an d lin g  Ou七, Fa i l  and T eleg ram s

P le a s e  n o te  th e  R o g io m l O f f ic e  i r s t r u c t i o n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  m ethod o f  
h a n d lin g  o u tg o in g  c o rro sp o n d e n c e  fro m  t h i s  Pro jo c 七 •

A l l  l e t t e r ' s  l e a v in g  t h i s  P r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  R e g io n a l O f f ic e  a r e  t o  bo 
p re D a re d  f o r  th o  s ig n a tu r e  o f  七he P r o jo c 七 D irec to i%  T h is c o r re s p o n d -  
once Y fill be r o u te d  t o  M iss Y oungTs d s s k  and sh e  w i l l  be a u th o r i z e d  t o  
s ig n  my naxno, r e f e r r i r ^  t o  mo any  m a t te r s  v/-hich a r e  o u t  o f  th o  o r d in a r y

No to lo g ra m s  v / i l l  bo s o n t  w i th o u t  b e in g  i n i 七i a l o d  by 七he P r o j e c t  
D i r e c t o r ,  o r ,  i n  h i s  a b so n c o , b y  M iss Young *

Elm or L» S h i r r o l l  
A c tin g  P r o j e c t  D i r e c to r



per mo. 
per mo. 
per mo*

^17.50 per mo.Family Apartment 
Bachelor Apartment 

Single occupancy 
Double occupancy each 

Barracks

Please submit this information to Mr* Hayes so pay, 
roll deduction for the month of July may be made 
correctly.

l l 、 l i

3

Elmer L. Shirrell 
Project Director

r\ t

VVAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tale Lake Project 

Newell, California
July 3 0 , 1 9 4 2

3VISM0RAITDUM TO: The Staff

The Regional Office has submitted an advance copy 
of proposed Regional Office Circular Letter No. 3, 
setting forth regulations proposed for collsction 
of rentals from Administrative employees regularly 
on duty at this Station.

In order to be prepared for this directive when 
issued, the Budget and Finance Section, Administra­
tive Division, siiould at once b3 given a schedule 
of occupancies from July 1 , 1 9 4 2 ,  to Dresent time 
showing building numbers, apartment numbers and 
names of occupants.

Indicate dates of ocoupancy, changes, removals, new 
occupants, e t c .

Those who were living in the Military barracks must 
indicate dates they moved into personnel dormitories. 
Indicate any change whatsoever in your housins for 
month of July.

Rates are as follows:
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IMM皿 ATE ACTION 
VIA' AIRMAIL

■  DEPARTMENT
エn Reply Refer To United States Engineer Office 
QM 012#2-F 74 New Montgomery Street
(Oakland) San Francisco, California

Decenber 2 b , 1941

SUBJECT: California Sales and Use Tax*
TO: Chief of Engineers

Washington, D. C.

1 .  Transmitted herewith is bulletin of the Board of Equaliza­
tion of the State of California on Sales and Use Tax Rules and 
Regulations as applied to cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contractors engaged 
in construction of national defense facilities.

2. This bulletin is dated Deceniber 3 , 19A1, and refers to 
the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in State of 
Alabama vs. King and Boozer•

3. Accoiripanying the bulletin mentioned above is copy of 
memorandum of the Director of Purchases and Contracts dated Decentier 
2 , 1941,and copy of an undated letter to Neil H. Durkee of the Army, 
Port Contractors, contractors for the Oal-dand Port and General Depot, 
from their attorneys, advising those contractors to pay sales taxes 
on all purchases made on or after December 2 , 1941*

4. It is requested that this office be infomed of the policy 
of the. War Depart!— in regard to reimbursements to cost—plus-a— 
fixed fee contractors for California sales taxes on purchases inade 
both prior to December 2 , 1941 and after December 2 , 1941.

For the District Engineer:

/s/ C. M. CLIFFORD
Captain, Corps of Engineers 
Assistant.

3 エncls* 、

ェncl.’# 1 - Board of Equalization Bulletin 
Incl,#2 - Copy of letter from Thelen St Marrin 

to Neil H. Durkee
Incl.^3 - Copy of Memoranduni of Director of 

Purchases and Contracts

IMlvlEDIATI： ACTION



CE 012.2 (Oakland) AC-X3 1st Ind.
Office, C. of E., January 8 , 1942.- To the Division Engineer, South 

Pacific Division, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.

1. The basic coimnunication raises a question which effects all 
projects being perfomed on a cost-plus-a-fixed-fee basis. All District 
Engineers and cost-plus*~a~fixed-fee contractors exercising jurisdiction 
over projects within the State of California should be advised of the 
contents of this indorsement and instructed in accordance herewith.

The position of the War Department in regard to reimburse- 
merits to cost-plus—a—fixed — fee contractors for California sales taxes 
on purchases made after December 3 , is set forth in P & C General 
Directive No. 76, from the Under Secretary of \/ar, dated December 3,
1 9 4 1 . A copy of the directive is enclosed.

.3* Payment of California sales taxes on purchases made Drior to 
December 3« 丄941， and reimbursement therefor is not authorized. These 
items will be considered in further directives. The California sales 
tax has been construed as imposing a tax upon the vendor. The purchaser 
is not required, by operation of this law, to pay the tax. Unless some 
coirbract/ obligation exists between the purchaser and the vendor for pay­
ment of the tax, there is no basis in the California lav>r for the vendor 
to seek recourse against the contractors in the event the vendor is re­
quired to pay the tax to the State. Hence, in the absence of contract 
obligaticn created at least contemporaneously with the sale > the matter 
is purely one for the State and the California vendors to adjust between 
themselves. This represents the present position of the V/ar"Department 
and you will be governed accordingly pending the release of additional 
directives with respect thereto. If the representatives of the State of 
California attempt to enforce collection of the taxes cn purchases con- 
suxiimated prior to December 3 , 1941,this office should be so advised.

By order of the Chief of Engineers;

/s/ A. T. î OORE,
X/t. Col., Corps of Engineers,

Chief of the Contracts and Claims Branch
4 エncls.
3 Incls. n/c?
1 added: #4.- P & C General Directive No. 76 (in dup.)

一 2—



COPY

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
SALES Am USE TAX RULES AND REGULATIONS

BITSRPRETATION OF SALES TAX RULING N O , 11 AND USE TAX RULING NO, 4 

RE: Contractors and Subcontractors

As Applied To: Cost-Plus-A-Fixed-Fee Contractors Engaged
in Construction of National Defense Facilities

(Supplement A to Interpretations issued July 8 , 1941)
UNITED STATES- SUPR'M COURT DECISIONS

On November 1 0 , 1941,the Supreme Court of the United States in State 
of Alabama V. Kin^ and^Boozer, 72 Sup,Ct. 43^ S6 L. Ed, (Adv; Op.)1 , and 
Gurry V. United States. 62 Sup* Ct, 4B, 86 L» Ed. (Adv. Op,)6, held that the 
Alabama sales and use taxes applied with respect to the sales to, and the use 
of, materials furnished to cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contractors engaged in the 
performance of construction of national defense facilities. In•the former 
case, the Court held that purchases of tangible personal property made by the 
contractor and not by the United States and therefore were subject to the 
Alabama sales tax imposed upon purchases made within the State. In the lat­
ter case, the Court held that materials purchased by the contractor were used 
by the contractor and not by the United States, and that such use was subject 
to tho Alabama use tax.

ATTITUDE； OF STATS TAX AUTHORITY

From these decisions, the State Board of Equalization, as the adminis­
trative agoncy for California sales and use taxesa has been inclined to the 
view that these taxes would apply in similar instancies hero and that no fur­
ther litigation should be required to reach such a determination. Before 
making any formal statement to this effect, however, it was deciiied desirable 
to ascertain the attitude of the Federal authorities concerned.

FEDERAL ADMINISTIUTIVS ACTION

Memoranda have now been issued by the United States Maritime Commission 
and the War and Navy Departments indicating that each of these agencies deems 
the United States Supreme Court decisions above cited applicable vdth respect 
to California, sales and use taxes. By momorandum of November* 2 7 , 1941,the 
Maritime Commission quotes from a letter of^November 1 7 , 1941,addressed to 
its General Counsel by Samuel 0. Clark, Jr., Assistant Attorney General of 
the United States, Expressing tho view that no constitutional iinraunity attaches 
to purchases made through the medixom of contractors. By memoranda dated Dec­
ember 2 , 1941> tho War and Navy Departments have authorized deletion of state­
ments heretofore required upon all vendors1 invoices rendered to cost-plus-a- 
fixed-fee contractors to the'effect that "state or local taxes are not in­
cluded" in the amount billed.



TAX MORiiPfOTM TERMINATED ON GURR5NT T R A I T l O N S

Such action on the part of the Federal administrative agencies is deemed 
to have terminated the moratorium applying to the payment o f sales and use 
taxes with respect to these transactions under Chapter 681,Statutes of 1941.
It will be recalled that Section 4 of the Act cited requires that in order 
to avail himself of the moratorium the person liable for the tax must estab­
lish that he has refrained from seeking reimbursement therefor "only because 
of the insistence of those representing the United States with respect to 
such transactionsThat insistence has n m  been withdrawn and as to all 
deliveries made to cost-plus-a-fixed^fee contractors，on and after December 2, 
1,9413 as to which the sales or use tax is applicable, tax ret\irns and pay­
ments should be made in the usual v/ay.

NOTATIONS OJ INVOICES REGARDING TAXES

As already stated, Feder^J. authorities have indicated that contractors1 
vendors are no longer required to incorporate in their bids and invoices any 
statement with respect to the exclusion of State sales or use tax reimburse­
ment from the price of the property with respect to v^ich the bid or invoice 
is made.. It is anticipated that specific instructions covering this point 
will be issued through contracting officers. Meanwhile, we he.ve been advised 
that both the War and Navy Departments desire a separate statement o.f the 
amount of sales or use tajc reiniburseinent included in the purchase price of 
any property furnished to cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contractors and that a certif­
icate concerning the amount of such tax reimbursement is to be made a part 
of the invoice rendered.

SFI^ECT ON PRIOR TRANSACTIONS

We are not prepared to state at this time the effect of the judid. al 
decisions and federal administrative rulings upon California sales and use 
tax liability arising out of* deliveries made to cost~plus-a~fixed-fee con- 
tractor^ prior to December 2 , 1 9 4 1 . It is anticipated that it will be possible 
to issue an interpretation on this point reasonably soon. All sellers and 
contractors are warned to comply with the requirements to be observed by- 
sellers and contractors as set forth in the interpretations of Sales Tax Rul­
ing N o . 11 and Use Tax Rulihg No, 4 issued July S , 1941,to the effect that 
all sales to, and purchases by, cost-plus-a-fixed-fee contractors must be 
reported to the Board in prescribed schedules. Failure to comply with these 
requirements may be productive of serious complications and the Board solicits 
the cooperation of all sellers in prompt observance of the filing of the 
reports. These schedules should cover all transactions occurring prior to 
the quarter beginning October 1 , 1941, as well as transactions occurring dur~ 
ing the current quarter prior to December 2,"1941* This is not a request for 
re-filing of any schedules alrea.dy submitted, but is directed only to those 
sellers who hâ ve as yet failed to comply v/ith our earlier request.

State Sales Tax Administrator

Attest:
Secretary, State Board of Equalization.

Sacramento^ California. 
December 1941*

-2-



Thelen & Marrin
Balfour Building
San Francisco, Calif.

Mr. Neil H. Durkee,
A m y  Port Contractors,
1501 Maritime Street,
Oakland, California.
Dear Neil:

I enclose herewith memorandum issued by the 
direction of the Undersecretary of V/ar dated December 
2 , 1941.

. You vdll note in paragraph 2 that cost-plus
a-fixed-fee contractors are authorised to pay sales tax 
on all purchases made on or after December 2 , 1941,if 
the certificate provided for in paragraph 3 has been 
first received.

In accordance with the enclosure, you should 
pay sales tax on all sales with respect to all purchases 
made on or after December 2 , 1941,and the same applies 
to the California use tax.

As to purchases made prior to December 2 , 1941, 
you should continue to withhold the tax, pending further 
advice from the War Department.

If* there are any questions5 kindly advise•
Very truly yours,

Robert S. Bridges

RLB:FWC
Enclosure
CC: Mr, J, Pr Yates



PC-L 02.2 (Taxes
P & C General Directive No*- December 2 , 1941»

PMORANDUM for The Chief of the Air Corps
The Chief, Chemical Warfare Service 
The Chief of Coast Artillery 
The Chief of Engineers 
The Chief, National Guard Bureau 
The Chief of Ordnanc^'
The Quartermaster General 
The Chief Signal Officer 

. The Surgeon General

Copy to: The Judge Advocate General

, Subject: California State Taxes.
1 . A nun^er of inquiries have been received from cost-plus-a-fixed-fee 

contractors and from contracting officers supervising the administration of such 
contracts on projects in the State of California, concerning the reimbursable 
character of invoices presented by material men to cost-plus-a-fixed-fee con­
tractors, where the materialman includes in the price of his goods retail sales, 
and/or use taxes imposed by the statutes of California upon the vendor or material^ 
man.

2 ‘ Pending further instructions and subject to the provisions of applicable 
directives concerning direct purchases in relation to state taxes, contracting 
officers will inform fixed^fee-contractors that such taxes, imposed with respect 
to purchases made on or after the date of this memorandum, will be reimbursed to 
the fixed-fee contractor in cases .where such taxes have formed a part of the price 
paid by the fixed-fee contractor. Reimbursement will also be made to cost-plus- 
a-fixed-fee contractors for California gasoline taxes paid by them for gasoline 
purchases made after the date of this memorandum.

3. Retail sales and/or use taxes, although forming part of the total price 
of the goods, must be separately listed on the materialman^ or supplier’s invoice. 
The statement now required to be stamped, or otherwise placed upon all vendors1 
invoices, MState or local sales taxes are not included in the amounts billed'^ 
should be deleted, and there will be added in its place the follovdng:

”In case it shall ever be determined that the foregoing tax was 
not required to be paid by the vendor, the vendor agrees to make prompt 
application for the refund thereof> to take all proper steps to procure 
the same, and when received, to repay the same to the United States."

4. Contracting officers wxll require that fixed-fee-contractors take ad­
vantage for the benefit of the United States of all statutory tax exemptions and 
refunds, including among others, the exemption of or refund of the tax on gaso­
line used elsewhere than on the highways,

By direction of the Under Secretary of War:

ABS Jr:sy

John T'J, N. Schulz,
Brigadier General,U. S. Army, 

Director of Purchases and Contracts



WAR DEPARTMENT 
Office of the Under Secret 

Washington, D. C.
PC-L 012.2 (Taxes)
P & C General Directive No. 76 December
MEMORANDUM For The Chief of the Air Corps,

The Chief, Chemical Warfare Service, 
The Chief Qf Coast Artillery,
The Chief of Engineers,
The Chief, National Guard Bureau,

Copy to:

Subject：

The Chief of Ordnance,
The Quartermaster General； 

The Chief Signal Officer, 
The Surgeon General.
The Judge Advocate General. 
The Chief of Finance..
California State Taxes«

3 , 1941

X# A number of inquiries have been received from cost-plus-a-fixed- 
fee contractors and from contracting officers supervising the administra­
tion of such contracts on projects in the State of California, concerning 
the reimbursable character of invoices presented by materialmen to cost- 
plus -a—fixed^-fee contractors, where the materialman includes in the price 
of his goods retail sales, and/or use taxes imposed by the statutes of 
California upon the vendor or materialman*

2. Pending further instructions, and subject to the provisions of
applicable directives concerning direct purchases in relation to state
taxes, contracting officers v̂ ill inform fixed-fee contractor^ that such 
taxes, imposed v/ith respect to purchases made on or after the date of this 
momoranduin, will be reimbursed to the fixed^fee contractor ip cases where 
such taxes have f orned a part of the price paid by the fixedwfe^ contract- 
tor* Reimbursement will also be made to cost-plus-a-flxed-^f©e contractors 
for California gasoline taxes paid by them for gasoline purchases made 
after the date of this memorandum*

3* Retail sales and/or use taxes, although forming part of the 
total price of the goods, must bo separately listed on the materialman*s 
0 ?" supplier's invoice. The statement n w  required to be stamped or other-, 
wipe placed upon all vendors* invoices, n3tate or local sales taxes are not 
included the amounts billed", should be deleted, and there will be ad4ed. 
in its place the following:

"In case it shall ever be determined that the fore-̂  
going tax was not required to be paid by the vendor, th© ven­
dor agrees to malse prompt application for the refund thereof> 
to take all proper steps to procure the same, and when re- 
Q^ivQd, to repa,y the same to the United States.M
4す Contracting officers v/ill require that fixed-^f^e cojitractors 

take advantage for the benefit of the United States of all statutory tâ c 
exemptions and refunds, including among others, the exemption of or refund 
of the ta^ on gaso;ine used elsewhere than on ihe highways*

By direction of the Under Secretary of War:
/s/ John W. N. Schulz,
Brigadier General, U, S, Army； 

Director of Purchases and Contracts*



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tule Lake Project 
Hewell, California

MEMORANDUM TO: All members of the Staff Date? August 19,1942 

SUBJECT: Staff Heeting

Following is copy of wire received this afternoon：

nG/xLL C/lUG/iSmi STAFF ®ETI1JG FOR MOND/xY NIGHT 7:30 REQUIRED

ATTENDANCE.
E. L. SHIR狐 L"

Please b© present



WAR RELOCiiTION AUTHORITY 
Tulo Lake Project 
Nowoll, California

Soptombor 7» 19^2

MEMORANDUM TO: Staff Mombors 

SUBJECT j Staff Hooting
Staff mooting for all Caucasian str.ff mom'bars ?d.ll be hold YiTcdncsday ovcning, 
Soptambor l 6 , 19112 in Administration Building. Staff membors1 familios aro 
always woloomo •

Guost spoakor will be Father Whi七10w, Yfhc is Catholic chaplain for 七ha Project, 
and who has spent many years in Japan.

Attondanoo roquirod, unless excused in advance*

レ ^ 1\\^，

Elmor L. Shirre11 
Project Director

II.

麵 。賺 臟  TO: Mr. Elmer L. Shirr。11

SUBJECT: Danoo Tuesday Night, Soptombor 0,19^2
Time: 8:00 P.M.

The mon in this Company aro giving a dance at tho above timo and date in tho 
building next to our fiold cxchango*
This is an urgent invitation from this Company to you and 3/-〇ur family and tho 
Caucasian Employees of your Organization to attend tho danco.

1/yilliam F. Pattorson, Jr.
Capt., CMP
Comdg.

Henry H. Miller 
Exocutivo Officer 
520 luP Escort Guard Co.



^ T A R  RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Tule Leke Project 
Newell, California

Septeiiber 9,1942

MEMORANDUM TO; All Staff Members 

SUBJECT: Classification of Workers

The followinn is a memorandun received todajr.
t /  \

パ レ 〜 し  ： V ' v v . し

Eliv.er L. Shirr ell 
Project Dircc七or

''Memorandum to： Project Directors Date： S-4--42

Subjocts Classification of Workors

Effective September first, you r'.re authorizod to 
classify workers in tho following throe catGlories:

a. 112.00--appronticc workers, trainees
b. 116.00一 in ,c media to Y/orkors, including

co-iTiOn laborers on^a^od； in hand 
wc：'.'k

c. 119.00— professional workors

Further dotrilR vn 11 bo supplied you when tho 
policy st̂ .tenont covering this subject is issued 
by the Washington Office.

(Signed) S. R. FRYSR 

E. R. Fryer
ckd/ip— 9/3/42 Regional Director"

STAFF IjEEETIITG IS TONIGHT 
Soptornbcr 9, 7:30 P.M.

Adninistratjon Building



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tule Lake Project 

Howell, California
September 1 5 , 194?,

J.IElVIOPi.lIDtli TO s Division Chiefs, Section Heads, S〇cr©ta.ries and 
Stenographers

Following is e momorandum rocoivod September 1 4 , lSf421 

MMemorc.ndum to: Project Directors 

Subject; Acting Regional Director

Effoctivo Sop七。nfoer 9， 1942， .Mr, E. Romxlt, Deputy %rec七or of 七ho 
War Rglocation Authority, will assume 七]ig responsibilities of tho 
Rogional Director of the Pacific Coast Region*

/s/ E. R. F̂ YEP,
Regional Director’’

"UL し ^
Elmer L. Shirr©11 
Jrro jeot "Oj. root or



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tule Lake Project 
ITgv:g 1 1 , California

September 15,1942

MEMOHi-NDUM TO; Division Chiefs and Section Hoads ‘ 
SUBJECTs Termination and Reclassification Signatures

Thero is growing tondoncy on tho part of tho D5-vision Chiefs 
and Section Hoads to let the timekoepors make terminations and 
roclassifioptions without authority of the Division Heads,
In the future, terminations and reclassifications v/ill bo accepted 
by tho Placoment Office only when signed by tho Section or Divi­
sion Heads personally. If s.ny individual is authorized to sign 
the ■bermins.'fcions or reole-ssificQ-tiions, other ths-n "tho Division or 
Section Heads, ploaso advise Placoment Office so that they may 
expedite tho torminations and reclassifications, 一 一 、

Elmer L. Shirroll 
Project Director



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tule Lake Project 
Newell, California

September 15,1942

MEMORANDUM TO: All Caucasian Employees 

SUBJECT: Charge for Childrens Meals

In the absence of specific instructions from the Regional 
Office, I am setting up a flat rate of 5，E0 for meals 
furnished in the Employees1 Mess to children "under twelve 
years of age,

i
Elmer L* Shirrell 
Project Director



ゾ ̂ゾ，

VfAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tule Lake Project 

Newell, California

September 19,1942

MEMORANDUM TO: All Caucasian Personnel

SUBJECT: Personnel Mess

011 m y  fr01ti a "week in San I W8-S viirpleasairbly
surprised to hear that Caucasian members of the Administrative 
Staff are cri七icising service in the 玖dminis七r&tive mess*
It can be readily observed that wo are making evory effor七 to
make things as comfortable as possible for the people who^eat
in this mess by vir七ue of the fact 七hat we have enlarged "both
the kitchen and the dining room. V̂ e are making further 
improvements as time and niateriCvls aro available. The members
of this mess hall work longor hours than do the Tnembc'rs of
Ct.ny other mess halls in "the project; rind the pci-y is no hi^hor.
We have no steam table for kooping foods hot, txnd エ have been
told of very sovoro criticisias on t.ho part of some of the 
people who arc eating in tho moss v/ith roforonce to tho service 
they receive from this or that particulc-r waitresses.
Ino.sm.uch c.s "bho peoplo who tiro tekint' cc>,ro of us in tho moss 
hall are working under severe hc.ndicaps, it is hoped "thr.t open 
criticisms in the prosoncc of others or other people who aro 
working in "bhc noss vri.11 bo discoii七inuGd •
I personally vfi11 be happy to listen to complaintsbut please 
do not embarrass tho moss "workers who are doing their utmost 
to 七ako care of us•

Approved

Elmer L. Shirroll 
Project Director



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tule Lake Project 
Newell,California

September 214, 19112

MEMORANDUM TO: All Caucasian Staff 
SUBJECT: Firearms and ijnmunition

Inspection of quarters reveals great carelessness on the part of 
the staff with firearms and ammunition， They must be under lock 
and key or deposi七ed in 七he Project vault* J\ny violations m i l  
result in denial of permits.

Elmer L. Shirrell 
Project Director



TULE LAKE PROJECT 
NEWELL, CALIFORNIA

September 21, 1942
T O ： ALL STAFF MEMBERS
SUBJECT： Visitor’s passes

Every visitor to this project must receive a gate pass. This 
means that any staff member bringing in a friend or acquaintance 
must stop at the front gate for official Y/.R,A. pass for the 
visitor* A ssparat© pass sb.ou.ld be secured for ©ach. person.*
If you are expecting friends, especially If they are arriving 
after 8 p,m., word to that effect should be left at the front 
gate. ,

Elmer L* Shirrell 
Project Director



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Tule Lake Project 
Newell, California

September 29, 1 9 4 2

MEMORANDUM T O ： All Members of the Staff

SUBJECT： Appointment of Committee to Investigate 
Charges Against Caucasian Staff Member

In accordance with Project Instruction # 1 7 ， エ am withdrawing 
from the Merit Committee and its associates the recent com­
plaint relative to Mess Hall condi七ions. This complaint is 
directed against a Caucasian staff member and therefore falls 
under the last paragraph of that instruction.

I am hereby appointing a staff committee 七0 investigate and 
recommend action to m e . This committee will consist of:

This committee will meet on Wednesday at 2 ；00 P. M * , in the 
Personnel Recreation Building to hear all who wish to be 
heard•

Paul Fleming, Chairman 
Fred Conner 
Frank Fagan

Elmer L. Shirrell 
Project Director



WAR RELOCATION AIMiORITy
Tule Lake Project 

Newell, Cal if ornia
October 1,1942

USMOVMWlli TO： All members of the staff
SOBJECT: Discussion of Tule Lake problems outside the project

Various reports are coming back to the Project Director regarding 
open discussion in public places of such problems as the labor 
stoppage at our project* May エ cairtion "the staff once 1110re that 
Tule Lake problems should not be discussed outside the project, 
particularly in public places#

It may be necessary for me 
ing is not taken seriously*

Elmer L# Shirrell 
Project Director

warn individuals if this group warn-



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tule Lake Project 
Newell, California

October 2 , 1 9 4 2  '

MEMORANDUM T O ： All Staff Members

Following is a copy of a memorandum from D. S• Myer received 
October 2 , 1 9 4 2 ：

’’MEMORANDUM F O R： Regional Directors and Project Directors.
SUBJECT： Use of the terms "Japanese” ， f,CampsM and

nInternmentn .

The words that we use in correspondence, in reports, and in con­
versation with the evacuees exercise a great deal of influence 
in determining the attitude of the evacuees and of the American 
public toward the activities of the War Relocation Authority,
It is, therefore, distinctly worthwhile for employees of the 
Authority to make an effort to avoid using certain terms that 
are misleading and inappropriate•

It is inaccurate to refer to the persons who have been evacuated 
from the West Coast as v Japanese,f, The Japanese are the people 
who live in Japan. The persons who have been evacuated from 
the West Coast are people of Japanese ancestry, but they are no七 

nJapaneseM in all cases. With a few exceptions, they have come 
to the United States because they want to live here, and two- 
thirds of them are citizens of the United States.

It is even more objectionable, of course, to refer to the eva­
cuees as ”Japsf, • They do not like the word; nor would you if 
they were an American of Japanese ancestry. nJaps11 means the 
subjects of the Japanese Emperor, living in Japan.
The term McampM , when used to refer to a relocation center, is 
likewise objectionable• It leads people to confuse the relo­
cation centers administered by the War Relocation Authority 
with the detention camps and internment camps administered by 
other agencies•

The evacuees are not ,,internees,’• They have not been interned,,f 
Internees are people who have individually, been suspected of 
being dangerous to the internal security of the United States,

-over-



who have been given a hearing on charges to that effect, and 
have then been ordered confined in an internment camp admin­
istered by the Army.
in lieu of the misleading, question-begging, end emotion-laden terms nJapanese", nJapsn, ncamps”, and uinternees"， employees
of the War Relocation Authority should refer to the persons 
who have been evacuated from the West Coast as evacuees, and 
to the projects as colocation centers• Some people have been 
referring to the evacuees as !,colonistsn . This term is not 
objectionable, but the term ’’evacuee” seems preferable* Where 
the con七ext makes the meaning clear, the term "resident" is, 
of course, also acceptable*
I should appreciate your calling the contents of this memoran­
dum to the attention of tho members of your respective staffs.

Elmer L* Shirrell 
Project Director



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tule Lake Project

O F F I C E  M E M O R A N D U M
October 1942

T o ： All the Staff

I have instructed Mr* Peck that in the future no short orders 
will be served in personnel mess a七 lunch or dinner. If 七he 
main dish to be served is not to your liking, the only alter­
nate choice will be sandwiches, Please do not ask for any- 
thin|5 else. The dining hall is not a restaurant.

Elmer L. Shirrell 
Project Director



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tula Lake Project 

Newell, California
October巧 , 巧 故

MEMORANDUM TO: Members of 七he Staff 

SUBJECT: Hunting Season

I note with some concern that the hunting season opened to­
day. Please "bear in mind 七here is absolutely no hunting by 
anyone inside the project area* Also, pi ease remeh'ber the 
rules relative to personnel keeping gpims in their apartments 
They mus七 be kept under lock and Icey at all times•

Elmer L. Shirroll 
Project Director



WAR RELOCATION AOTIORITY 
Tule Lake Project 
Newell, California

October 30,1942

MEMORMUjUM TO: Project Personnel

Due to the Harvest Festival on Saturday, this will be a Broject 
holiday for all personnel. Caucasian personnel will have to 
make up the time if they take Saturday off. Colonists will have 
put in 190 hours so there ?/ill be no necessity for making up 
time if they have worked every day during October. The Construc­
tion and Agriculture Divisions are still under strain of work to 
be done so will probably have to work Sunday in order to make up 
lost time.
There will be certain booths with items for sale and the atten­
tion of the staff is called to the opportunity to buy imusual 
and unique Christmas gifts.

Elmer L. Shirrell 
Project Director



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
丄1ule Lake Center 

Newell, California
November 22,1943

MEMORANDUM TO: All Appointive Staff
SUBJECT: Personnel Change

Announcement is made of the appointment of Mrs. Frances 
Appleton to be Acting Head Counselor of the Welfare Section, 
effective November 23,1943.

/ v  ノ く ノ ノ 仏 ‘
Project Director



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tule Lake Project 

Newell, California

December 22,1942

MEMORANDM TO: All Division Chiefs and Section Heads 
SUBJECT: Official Correspondence

Repeated carelessness on the par七 of division chiefs 
and section heads in returning official mail.to Central Files 
has come 七o my attention*

As you knew, Central Files Department has been set up 
for the convenience of the project staff as a whole. Unless 
it receives 七he coopera七ion of all divisions and sections it 
cannot function as an Office Service, Therefore, I would once 
again emphasize the importance of routing official mail back to 
Central Fi丄es once it has been received and acted upon by those 
concerned.

In cases whei*e frequent deference to the correspondence 
is thought necessary and its length or cohten七 makes copying 
impracrbicable, the proper procedure consists of detaching the 
complete assembly of index slips^ writing "retained bjr (blank) 
Division or Section” across its face, and Returning only 七he 
index slips to Central Files. In all other eases, only one of 
the index slips should be detached for filing within the sec- 
七ion or division, while the correspondence itself, with the 
rest of the index slips a•七七ached, is returned•

Besides making it possible for the Office Services Sec- 
七ion to maintain a complete and working record of all project 
correspondence, this practice will no doubt eliminate some of 
七he criticism we have been receiving froin Regional Office for 
our neglect in answering incoming official mail*

Elmer L# Shirrell 
Project Director



PROM5 Joe 0• Hayes
Asst. Project Director

SUBJECT:

Hereafter all outgoing mail will be prepared for 
Mr. Harvey M. Coverleyf s signature.

Joe 〇• Hayes



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 
Tule Lake Project 

Newell, California

December 3〇.,1油 2

MEMORANDUM TOs All Staff Members

Beginning with the evening of December 31 there will 
henceforth be no nighi restrictions on access by evacuees
to 七he Administra七ive and s七aff resideu七ial areas*

As soon as an appropria七e fence can be constructed 
th© warehouse, packing sh^d^ indus七rial and lumber areas# 
and the garage v-rill be enclosed and will be accessible 
after 7 p.nu only by means of a pass. This enclosure will
"be e n t ir e ly  under the jurisdic七ion of 七he War Relocation 
Authority.

The military police activities after December 31
will be confined to main七enance of original projec七 center
boundary line.

Elmer L* Shirroll 
Pr〇i〇ct Director
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