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November 17, 1981

Dr, Waxi 

Mary Iidai

M. It Hello?

R.Wt Hello, is this Mrs. Iida?

M.It Yes.

R.Wt This is Professor Rosalie Wax and the Rockefel ler 

Foundation has given me a little money to talk to p eople who
i

were at Tule Lake, and I did talk to Mr. K  t had a

lovely talk with him, and he recommended that I mig ht talk 

to your husband, who is a friend of his. 

ffi.It Yes, he's busy working now.

R.Wt Oh, He's working..

M.I.t Yes, this is the end of the season, so he is quite 

busy right now.

R.W.i Oh. I wouldn't want to... should I wait., how  long 

should I w a i t . . l h’1 U . .  *

i before I try again.

M.I.i Let's see, he should be done this morning.. O h, I 

don't know... ah, is this the only day you have?

R.W.i Oh no, I could call any time or even wait a w eek or 

two if he's very busy now.

ffili He's a landscape gardener, and “this is VHm^*

^niii ini Oh yiwr>

IpSfc. close to the end of the season, and he's having to do 

all kinds of..

R.W.i Should I maybe wait a week...

M.I. Yes, maybe that might be, or he's always home on rainy

days? can't do much outdoors.
<X

R.W. Oh, I see a rainy day,^terrible rainy day woul d be a 

good day to catch him.

M.I.i Yes, it would be, only tomorrow he said he ha d to take 

his truck in, so even if it rained tomorrow he may. .
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R.W. Tomorrow wouldn't be..

M.I.i Otherwise, he should be home or we're home ju st about 

every evening.

R.W.i Yes.. I could call in the evening. What would  be a 

convenient time?

M.I.i Oh, any evening, any time..

R.W. Is ? too early?

M.I.i Ah, 7...I work too and I don't get home as ea rly either, 

and then... maybe ���� would be better.

R.W.i 7*30..

M.I. Yes.

R.W.i Okay, I'll try. Were you in Tule Lake yoursel f?

M.I. Yes, I was there too, yes.

R.W.i Well, maybe you would be..would you have time  to talk 

to me since I've got you..

M.I.i Well, if it won't take too much..

R.W.i Well, this takes about a half an hour, and so  I could 

call another time if you are occupied now.

M.I.i One of our friends passed away and we have fu neral home 

to go to ..

to -go ' T o ..

M.*

R.W.i Well, why don't I then just.. I think it woul d be good 

manners of me to put it off..

M.I.i Now, if you get my husband in the evening, I' m available

nighttime too.
A

R.W.i You prefer the nighttime, rather than the wee kend?

M.I.i Yes, because we have everything left for the weekend.. 

Well, I do BiBBlin irWb .

R.W.i ..the evenings.

M.I. Yes.

R.W. i 7*30 or after.

M.I. Yes, anytime from tomorrow night on.

R.W.i Anytime from tomorrow - not tomorrow night*

M.I.i No, tomorrow night in «dayfrrme .. my husband. , we might 

have to go to car dealer, but after tomorrow night is^aharî frt. 

R.W.i Okay. Well, that will give me something to lo ok forward 

to and I'll call any night after tomorrow. You know  my own
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schedule is crazy too, so if there is a good T.V. p rogram,

I'll be tempted. (Laughs)

M.I. Oh, you're like my husband since we got this c able T.V. 

in. He's watching I don't know.. I haven't got the time to 

watch, so I just don't watch, but he watches (laugh s).

He tells me, "Why don't you watch, I got one for yo u too.

We have., he watches one thing and he tnught I migh t like 

something else, so I have my other set, but I have never watched 

cable T.V. or anything.

R.W.i (laughs) Neither have I. But anyway, I'm glad  you're 

both happy and*. You see, I lived in Tule Lake for a year and a 

half myself.

M.I.i Oh, yes..

R.W.» I was.. I don't know you may., of course you may be 

very young. I was Rosalie Hankeythen and I was work ing 

for the University of California Evacuation Resettl ement 

Study.

M. I .t  Oh, I see.

R.W.i So, I really know what it was like..of course , nobody 

could know except the Japanese who went through it,  you know. 

M.I.i Well, I was not doing anything. I don't know too,too 

much, but I just lived there like any other.. We mo ved there 

from Arkansas camp..

R.W.i Oh, Rowher.

M.I.i Rowher, that's where we went from and my son was born 

in Tule Lake..

R.W.i Yes.. so then..

M.I.i And from there we went to Japan..

R.W.i Oh, you went to Japan, well then I really wou ld want 

to talk to you because, well, I don't want to keep you on 

the phone too long now, but I just., most people fo und that 

that business of going to Japan very, very unhappy business. 

M. I . * Oh, it was.

R.W.i Yeah.
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M*I#i I had never been there; I was born and raised  here.

R.W.i Yeah.

M.I.i My husband was b o m  here, but raised there..

R.W.i Yes.

M.I.t His father had passed away and everything els e, so he 

had quite a bit of land and all that that he had to  look after. 

That was why we had gone back. But, it was jist a t errifying 

experience; very bad.

R.W.i i WELL,how should I say it. I know it was bad , but I

talk to you

and how should I say - things are not so bad now 

M.I.i No, for us we have been fortunate that I have  a large

family back in this country..

R.W.i Yeah.

M.I.i And I was the only one that had gone., my hus band 

had nobody here, but since I came back in*.a«d then  my parents 

were still here in St. Louis..

R.W.i Yes..

M.I.ii So, I came here to look after them, and so i t wasn t 

too bad.. I guess we worked hard; we had to., those  years we 

had spent in Japan was a losjfc time.

R.W.i Yes.

M.I.i So, I guess we were very fortunate. Our son d id very 

well in school.

R.W.i Yes, well that must be a great pleasure.

M.I.i Yes, so he put himself through university all  on his 

own; we had never helped him one cent.

RVW.i What university did he go through?

M.I.i He went to Washington U on..

R.W.i Yes, I'm a professor there.

M.I.i And then he went to University of Pittsburgh on Mellon

g r a n t ______  (92)

R.W.i Oh, great.

M.I.i And then he went to University of Massachuset ts; 

there he had teaching grants, and I don't know what  else, 

but he earned himself two master degrees and bachel or degree. 

He's a nuclear physist now.
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R.W.i Oh my goodness, that’s really great.

M.I.i So, he did very well? he studying yet for ano ther 

degree (laughs). He'll never quit.

R.W.i No, I know how it is with my husband; he neve r wants 

to stop working.

M.I.i No, it's jist like my son; he enjoys life..

R.W.i Yeah, and it is a wonderful thing to enjoy yo ur work that 

way.

M.I.i Yes, he enjoys and it gives us..Oh, we have b een more 

than fortunate in the way that he has grown up, you  know. He 

never gave us any trouble, never., all through that  *60*s.. 

there was so much trouble.

R.W.t Yeah.

M.I.i Or the early 70's when he was in Pittsburgh.,  the 

blocks of houses burning., oh he used to come and s ay,

"mom, I could see fire, it was burning everything."  This 

was from his dormitory window he used to tell us, t out he never 

got involved in anything. Oh we., all that narcotic s and all 

that., he is just deathly against all that., oh we were just 

fortunate•

R.W.i Yes, that was very..When I was in Kansas at t he univer�

sity there, they burned the students'., they tried to burn 

down the student union.. some of these nutty studen ts. But 

it was wonderful how the other students got togethe r and 

helped the firemen and they put it out.

M.I. Yes, you hear of so many things and then when you 

have a child, gee, I used to be..oh, I don;t know, deep 

inside of me, I was frightened, although I felt tha t boy 

ought to have a little more sense and he did (laugh s).
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R.W.* Oh that must be great satisfaction and pleasu re*# 

M.I.i It is. Please fe&l free to call anytime durin g week 

nightsj that’s fine.

R.W.i That's very kind of you and I'll do that.

M.I.i All right.

R.W.i Thank you so much.

M.I.i You're welcome. Good-bye.

R.Wi Good-bye.

END OF INTERVIEW # 122
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Mrs. Iida was born in Stockton, California in 1919.  She is the wife 
of Ralph Iida, who, in 1981, was also one of my res pondents.

RW: Do you remember a little about your life before  the evacuation?

MI: Oh, I was born and raised in Stockton, Californ ia I went to school there
and then prior to the evacuation I was working.

RW: At what were you working?

MI: I was working at a theatre, selling tickets. Bo x office.

RW: And how did you parents earn their living?

MI: Oh, my father used to be - well, my mother just ...there were so many of
us, she never did work to earn anything. She was ju st a plain housewife.

RW: How many brothers and sisters did you have?

MI: Eight. And I ’m the oldest. Back in those days, when nothing was automatic
or electric, we used to have to do everything by ha nd. So I would always 
be the one to help. My parents were from the old co untry where, being 
the oldest, I had to set the example of the younger s. So I always had 
to be good, do well in school and everything else.

And because of the language difficulty, we went to the American school 
in the daytime and right after that, we had to go t o private Japanese 
school. Right after American school we had to hurry  home - it was two miles 
from where I lived - and then, right away, turn aro und and go to the 
Japanese school. It started about 5:00...So when we  got home it was 
about 6:00, or if we had to clean the blackboard it  was after 6:30.

RW: That’s a hard schedule.

MI: And then they gave us lots of homework.

RW: From both schools?

MI: From both schools.

RW: If you can remember, did you have any hopes for  the future, what you wanted
to be?

MI: Back in those days, my father was the type who didn’t believe in women
working. So my mother never did work. My father was  more like a, he 
worked on a big farm, 2,000 acres. They raised most ly potatoes and all 
that, and he ’d be a salaried man there. And he was able to come home 
only on weekends of course.

And then because of the private school I went to, I  do read, write, everything 
in Japanese. I have been able to retain what I had learned. Some people 
have forgotten. My sisters, all of them went, but s ome have completely 

forgotten.
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RW: But, you can still read and write Japanese?

MI: Read, write, speak. But you know, because of th e different dialects,
when I went to Japan, they knew right away I was no t one of them, (laughs)

RW: You had an American accent?

MI: That’s what they told me. It was a mixture of a ll kinds of dialects.

RW: You can't win.

MI: No (laughs)

RW: Can you tell me how you felt when you heard the  government saying that
the Japanese American people had to leave their hom es and go to Assembly 
Centers ?

MI: I am a Nisei and when I first heard that, it di dn’t, (pause) I don’t
know exactly what to think or, ,it just didn’t ..Gee ..to leave house and 
then to be herded in kind of a camp like. I said, ' It doesn’t seem 
possible.' But if the government had to do that, th ey did. Well, at 
the time, it didn’t bother me so much. But when it started to..that was 
a lot of work. We took a big loss. And then you had  to find storage 
for some of the things you wanted to keep. I mean i t was..that was a 
lot worse than when the news first came out. When w e actually had to 
pack and then leave, and people trying to sell thin gs and then...like 
the refrigerator was $2.00 - and stuff like..that.. you start to realize.

It seemsed to unreal. That was about all, 1̂ thought.

RW: Well, some people have told me that when heard it and they couldn’t 
believe it.

MI: I didn't believe it, and I »aid ’Well'. But the n I knew when the war 
first broke out too. Gee, I didn’t believe it, but then it was true,
I said ’Well . ’ In the meantime we did hear a lot of  rumors about the 
alien parents being put in one place and then we wo uld be just like any 
other citizens and then not be interned. And then t hey said we would 
be taken all together and sent away to someplace. W ell, all kinds of 
rumors fly around. But when it actually came time t o evacuate, it was 
the families stayed together, which in most cases w as for the best I 
guess, you know. It was hard to believe.

Mhry Iida and her family were sent to the Stockton Assembly Center. They 
had a particularly difficult time because "there wr e five girls and three 
boys", the "rooms" had no ceilings and no walls. On ly divders. "If you climbed 
on something, you could look over the divider. I me an it wasn't too pleasant." 
IN the Stockton cente Mary Iida taught Sunday schoo l and "they gave me a 
job like block manager. Why, I don't know."

The family was then sent to the Rohwer Assembly Cen ter.
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’In Rohwer, of course, everything was a lot more, I  won ’t say permanent, 
but then it was not on a short term, temporary basi s. The houses had double 
walls and the floors were elevated, so weeds didn’t  come through. We had 
steps and we had a big-wood-burning, coal-burning s tove right in the middle 
of the room to keep us warm.

I was happy to see the elementary school and the hi gh school come up, 
so that the youngsters were able to go to school. M ost of the teachers 
were recruited among us evacuees. They may not have  had a teaching degree, 
but they were all college graduates, and they taugh t...but I still worked in 
the block manager’s office.

While she was in Rohwer, Mary Iida was sometimes al lowed to go to a 
town nearby the camp for shopping..."This was also with Army soldiers and with 
guns escorting, you know.” She and the Japanese Ame ricans with her decided 
to go to a movie. But the woman at the ticket box w ould not let them in, 
because all seats in the white section were taken. "In the meantime a bunch 
of colored people came and they went in. So we went  back again and tried our 
luck."

And we were told the same thing. So finally one of the (Japanese 
American) men asked why we were not allowed to go i n. Was it because we were 
Orientals? And the girl in the ticket box said: "No ." She said in a human 
race you are either black or white. And then she lo oked at us and she said,
"You people are not black." We said, "No." "But the n you have to be white, 
and we have no open seats for the white now."

Mrs . Iida told me that the same thing happened when  she and thê  other 
evacuees tried "to go to the bathroom" or tried to check out groceries 
at Krogers. That is, they were obliged to use the W hite rest room and stand 
in the white line, because they were not black and consequently, they must be 
White.

RW: You went into the black side?

MI: The short line was for colored people and the l onger line was for white
people. The white people line was long. They’re buy ing everything. But we 
had to go there or we couldn’t buy. And then if you  ask them why, they 
say, you ’re either black or white. And then she sai d surely you ’re not 
black, we said ’No." Then i t ’s only white.

RW: I was going to ask in the relocation centers, w hether you remember this military
registration, "yes-yes, no-no" business?

MI: Oh, vaguely. By that time I was married.

RW: Oh, you married Mr. Iida in Rowher?

MI: Rowher, that’s right. So my husband was going b ack to...he was a "No-No" so I 
thought, "what could I do?" So I just went along.

RW: Oh.

MI: I don’t think I ever said "no-No", I don't know .

RW: And your husband said "no-No’ and then did you go with him to Tule Lake and 
your family stayed in Rohwer?

MI: Yes. That's why me and my husband went to Tule Lake. That's how I got there.
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RW: I see. Didn’t you miss you family or how did yo u feel at that time?
MI: You know, actually, I didn’t think that, well, I don’t know, I didn’t think

it would be a permanent thing. It was what I though t at the time. Maybe I didn’t 
give it too much of a thought. I ’m no sure what I t hought.

RW: Thinking back, now you are in Tule Lake, is the re anything that especially comes
to your mind that happened there?

MI: Well, in Tule Lake I was was very inactive. I d idn’t do anything. I was just a 
plain housewife. Because I had my son,'., and our s on was born there, and so the 
sewing maching came around once in...whatever, and when the sewing machine; came, boy, 
you were busy, sewing in between your cutting up an d everything. I never got 
bored. I d in ’t have time to be bored. But I didn't do anything for the public 
or anything.

RW: Did you have any friends?
MI: Oh, when I got there, I didn’t, no, I didn’t ha ve any friends. But I made friends.

And the children weren't that many. And then my son  was just an infant and then 
there were so many older, like my parents’ age, you  know, who had nothing to do, 
so then they would look after my son while I went t o laundry. Well, we had to 
use those scrub boards and do our laundry. So while  we did thatj there was always 
someone to look after the child. And I don't know. Some of the friends I made there 
are still very good friends of ours. It became a pe rmanent friendship.

RW: How did it happen then that you went to Japan, you and your husband?
MI: Well, my husband said he was going so then his father had passed away.

RW: His father in Japan?
MI: In Japan. His father was in Japan, but just bef ore the outbreak of the war he

had passed away. It was before the war. And then my  husband was thinking of 
going back to Japan because he's the oldest in his family. But then before he 
ever got going, the war broke out and then that was  it, he couldn't go any more.

RW: Did he have brothers and sisters in Japan?
MI: He had one sister and a brother. So then my hus band's parents’ father had l£ft 

him quite a bit. And then he had to look after his brother and sister, so we 
decided w e ’d go.

RW: How long were you in Japan?
MI: Seven years.

RW: And how did it impress you as a Nisei from Amer ica?
MI: It was...I had a very bad impression.

RW: Can you tell me about it?
MI: See, I went back when...to begin with there was  no food. Now that always makes

everybody more like, I mean, what I had learned and  what I had heard about Japan 
and its people and all that was everything was very  good. But once I got myself 
over there, everything was negative to what I had b een thinking. It was very 
depressing.

RW: It must have been very hard...
MI: But of course I was there and I had to make the  best of, you know, with what I had, 

but I was fortunate that I did have all my family h ere (in United States) and 
then I had a brother in occupational force in Tokyo .
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RW: You were saying that people had a grudge.
MI: You see, that means another mouth to be fed. Of  course that was in the beginning.

Later I made many friends with the native Japanese people. Well, I didn't 
know, what to make of my own self too.

RW: It must have been a very difficult adjustment.
MI: Because I didn't know their customs and everyth ing. I made many mistakes. Every�

thing I did was backwards or wrong or I had...I put  my shoes on where I waSB't
suppose to and oh, I've made my shares of errors.

RW: Did...was there anything that helped you?
MI: Well, of course I had the child and regardless,  I had to feed him, grow up in 

good health... Now that was the biggest thing on my  mind while I lived there.

RW: Did he make out all right?
MI: He turned out perfect.

RW: Wonderful.
MI: He was very healthy. Aside from...when he was f our years old he wanted to go

to school so badly, we registered him in a church n ursery school. He was four 
years old. He was happy. But maybe a month after he  had started this little 
nursery school, he camehome and was sick with measl es. And then he got over 
that and went back to school for a few days. Then h e came down with chicken pox.

RW: Oh my goodness.
MI: And then he went back for... finally got back a nd then he came down with mumps.

And that did it. He wasn't going to go back no more . (laughs)

RW: (laughs) What's he doing now?
MI: He's a nuclear-physicist.

RW: Oh boy. I guess he was smart.
MI: And then when it was time for him to go to scho ol, when he was six years old,

he wasn't going to go.

RW: Yeah, with his experience. Was that in Japan?
MI: Yes, this was in Japan. He went to school for t wo years in Japan. Regular

Japanese public school. And so I had to tell him, I  said well, he had the measles, 
the chicken pox, and mumps, he can't have too many more. So I promised him,
I said if you ever get sick again, I'll take you ou t of school and never go again, 
but try once more. Because he always wanted us to r ead so much to him and after
a while when it gets repetitious, you try to maybe skip a page or skip a line,
no, he knew what we had skipped.

RW: He was very bright.
MI: So then at six years old, I said if you read yo urself, you won't have to ask

me, you won't have to wait until the dishes are don e, until the meal was over 
with, you could read anytime you feel like. Oh that  he liked. So I told him to 
go to school. Mommy can't teach you, but the teache rs will. So then he decided, 
Mommy, you always promise something and you keep it . Now he remembers that I never 
broke a promise to him. So he says, 'Mommy, you pro mised me you would take me 
out.' So he was going, so he went and he hasn't sto pped yet.
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MI: He went to school and he liked it. He would com e running home, then eat,
go running back, you know for the two years he was there, he was on the honors 
role.

RW: That’s wonderful. Can I ask how it was then tha t you came back to the
United States?

MI: When we first came back?

RW: How it was that you decided to come back?
MI: Well, the boy had to go to school. See, he was an American citizen and then 

I thought,well gee...had I stayed there forever, I didn’t know enough...
I guess I would get by, but I thought, to me, my fa mily was here (in 
United States) and this is my...1 was born and rais ed here. There was 
always this desire that I would like to come back. So then the chance came, 
so my son and I, we just decided to come.

RW: And how did you come to St. Louis then?
MI: You see, after Rowher, my parents decided that they weren’t going back to 

California. And so they started moving out with man y other families.
When they came up to St. Louis, I guess quite a few  families decided to 
stay here. That’s why they bought a house, they did  everything...Then when 
I was coming back to this country, my mother had wr ote me that she was ill.
So, then my sisters all thought if I came back, I c ould look after my mother. 
So that was the reason IcametoSt. Louis. People ask ed me, ’Boy, you 
were a native Californian, why did you come all the  way out here?' Well, 
that was the reason, and I had my mother until she passed on. She was ill 
for six and a half years and she passed on.

RW: My goodness...When I talked to your husband, I think he said, didn't he 
stay in Japan longer?

MI: He stayed, yes.

RW: How many years was he there before he came here ?
MI: Seven more.

RW: Seven more years. Why was that? Was it hard to get his citizenship :
back or ....?

MI: Yes, that was part of the reason. See, mine was ...I just packed along so 
it wasn’t ...mine was nothing I guess.

RW: But then he had to wait and get his citizenship  back.
MI: For the clearance, yes.

RW: That must have been hard to be separated.
MI: You see, that's why I came to live with my pare nts. And then my mother was 

ill, and then I still had a brother that was still going to school. My 
youngest brother was still going to school.

RW: Your son is a nuclear-physicist?
MI: He ’s a Washington University graduate too.
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MI: My son went there and then to Pittsburgh, and t hen to Massachusetts. Now 
he's getting this video education or whatever from Illinois IIT, that's 

where he's studying for another Masters.

RW: Gee, I'm very happy to hear that and...
MI: Professionally, he is a nuclear-physicist.

RW: And for yourself here, what kind of work are yo u doing now?

MI: I do heavy accounting.

RW: You do what kind of account?
MI: Heavy, detailed. Banking, interest, all that.

RW: Good for you.
MI: Lots of other people's money. Millions of other  people's money. But

when I first came back here (from Japan)...what hit  me the most how abundant 
everything was. My son has never forgotten that eit her.

RW: Compared to what Japan was like.
MI: Of course, now Japan has everything in abundanc e right now. But when I

came back in 1953 they were just getting back on th eir feet. So when 
we came back here and all these supermarkets were s tocked so much, it was 
a good feeling to know that now you could buy whate ver you felt like. Not 
have to take what they gave out. And then pay for i t. Things at the 
beginning it was rationed, and sometimes the food, you would just didn't like or 
didn't know what to do with it, so you didn't want,  but then if it's rationed 

you just had to take your share.

RW: Well, I'm sure glad you came back.
MI: Oh, I am too. One of these days' we might, my h usband like to go back.

In a few years, I'll retire and then we will have a ll the time.

RW: That will be nice. Well, I want to thank you ve ry much. You spoke very 
honestly and clearly and to the point. You sound li ke you have the 

intellect of a mother who has a son who is a nuclea r-physicist.

MI: Well, today I never forgot that I am a mother. Like one thing at work,
I tell people, I said, I would never do anything th at I can't do in front 
of my sone. That I'm pretty firm.



MARY IIDA

Mr*. Iida was bar* it Staaktan, Calif»Ftia i* 1919*  She is the wife 

•f Ralph lid*, wha, in 19B1, waa alaa e*e af my respon dents,

R. Wax; 8a yau remember a little abaut yaur life befare tbe evaeuatian?

M. Iida: Ob, I was bar* atd riised i* Staektan, Cal ifarnia. I west ta

M: Iida: Ob, �� father used ta be � well, iiy mather just, , »There were a a

maty af ua, abe tever did work ta ear* anything. Sbe was just a 
plait btuaewife,

R. Wax: Haw maty brathers and aiatera did yau have?
Sight. And I ’m tbe xiatufcx eldest, Baek it tbaae da ys, wbe*

nathing was automatic ©r idQtgXtag electris, we used  ta have t© da 
everythi*g by band, -5® I wauLd always fee tbe etc ta help. My

parents were from tbe aid country wbere^beitg the elde st, I bad ta 
set tbe example ©f tbe yaungers. Be I always bad t©  be gc©d, da well/

i* aetaeal and everything; else,

teeeause ©f tbe language diffieulty, we went t© the A merica*

sehaal in tbe daytime atd right after that, we bad t© ga t®

private Japanese sehaal. Right after American seh©©l we bad t®

burry hr me - it was tw® mile* fram where I lived - atd the*,

right away, tur* areund and g* t* tbe Japanese seha cl. It started

atecut £:00, • , Sa whet we get heme it was ab®ut ����	 6:00, ®r

if Mxe we had te elean the blaekbeard it was after 6: 30,

seh®*l there atd then pri®r ta tbe evaeuatian I was w arking.

R. Wax: At what were yau rwaking?
����� » Mi Iida: I was warking at a theatre, selling tic kets. Bax affiee, 

/W I • R. Wax: And hew did yaur parents ear* kxxxx th eir living?

R. Wax; That’s a hard xs&KX±Kpc schedule.
M, Iida ; And then they gave us lets af hemewark
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RW:
MI:

RW:
MI:

From both schools?  
From both schools.

If you cccn remember, did you have any hopes for th e future, what you wanted to be?
Back In those days, my father was the type who didn ’t believe In loomen working. So my  
mother never did work. My father was more like a, h e worked on a big farm, 2,000 acres.  
They raised mostly potatoes and all thatA and he’d b e a salaried man there. And he was  
able to come home only on weekends of course. sag L rr~the~~c4̂ bH — My—father -adso
dldn f t JJrk^^he--cmmtrM^chQoL8.

RW: YoiiSA^edTifP^Th^clrtry-and pfour~father would go + '*■  tVvr*fci T haven’t talk ad tn Ufllione

MI: ] And then because of the private school I went to, I  do read, write, everything In
 ̂ Japanese . I have been able to retain what I had le arned. Some people have forgotten.
1 My sisters, all of them went, but some have complet ely forgotten.

a
RW: But, you can still read and write Japanese * thair1-*-Jcry geod.
MI: Read, write, speak.

S'  — t  onbf learned " "erg  ***'»- «■ »» +hn r¿inters . but^o u r J m o & S L ^ ^ d o r k t n g ' ^ ^ ^ ^ h & r d  
J; . fp 1?rm vor^fm ĉh-dapanr-saj hut of und^rstaytd^w hat̂ peo^Le^sand •

[vs. wfi  ( But you know, because of the different dialects, wh en I went to Japan, they knew right  
away I was not one of them,  (laughs)

<7
VRW: You had an American accent.
MI: That’s what they told me. It was a mixture of all k inds of dialects.

RW: ■ Yadfâ lJ&ct&r̂ g'ee'~lhat. You can’t win.  
MI: No (laughs)

R. Wax:



l i l r

Mary Iida 3

RW: But then' ™  |/ ^ | y f-*W  ̂ Anywagz^^sfoouM^get'̂ aate'tortHe
iyrfierview notify Irt mr  f W T. -7*A l d k e ~ - ^ ^ ^ ^ m ^ dbeut ■ MMte -̂vfH^~fi>ŷ ~~ebage&~« 6$«4ike

Can you tell me how you felt when you heard the gov ernment saying that the  
Japanese American people had to leave their homes a nd go to Assembly Centers?

lanrifi f mo.̂thft mh1 ij  �« .  .

rflWu -Haw did*eiy&it̂ egt~njfaerr~gt̂  — "YdU iSefie d Nisei .
MI: I am a Nisei and then I first heard that, it didn't ,  (pause) I don't know exactly

what to think or. .it just didn't. .Gee. . .to leav e house and then to be herded in kind  
of a camp like. I said, 'It doesn't seem possible.'  But if the government had to do  
that, they did. Well, at the time, it didn't bother  me so much. But hfoen the actual  
registration started to take place and we had to be  registered and everything else and  
then we had to get rid of our belongings  - that's when it started to. . that was a lot of  
work. We took a big loss. - And then you had to fin d storage for some of the things you  
wanted to keep. I mean it was. .that was a fylot wo rse than when the news first came out.

and then. . .like the refrigerator was $2.00 - and stuff like. .that, .you start to  
realize.

fiH; - Oh . hn.na been̂ â skock.
TTTi Jfrnntiifij but unfair-then it  /f-tVja***- .it seemed so unreal. That was about all,  J thought.

MI: I didn't believe it, and I said 'Well’. But then I knew when the war first broke out
too. Gee, I didn't believe it, but then it was true , I said 'Well.’ In the meantime we

MI: It_ was hard to believe.

RW: Which Assembly Center were you sent to then?
MI: Stockton. It was actually a county fairgrounds, Sto ckton\County Fairgrounds.

RW: Do ¡you remember anything that happened there \
MI: Weil, after we got settled there, I still ta,ugbt S unday School. They gave me, I still  

had a job like block manager  - that's tke ’kifid of job they gave me, ¡why I don't  know,
I was assigned to that kind of job all the way.

MI: No. There is nothing. I fused to feel sorry for the se siingle young \men, that were put  
Unto^the actual horse stables.
Jr  /  / I I

R W Yeah, I ’ve talked to some of them - wifh grass grow ing up under the\r feet.
MI: The houses that we had did have a floor, but the we eds dpome through

RW: Yeah, that's what I heard.
MI: So the houses were, had that tar paper, but the peo ple poked holes and so there were  

families with girls like my family,¡there were five  girVs and three boys. My parents  
weren’t too happy. And then, we dfdn't have a ceili ng either, f It was just a room  
divider in this army bdrrack typ<y. So then there w ere five, I think five or six families  
qot into one. .it was partioned off, but then if yo u bouahtfsomethina and then climbed

RW: Well, some people have told me that when heard it a nd they couldn’t believe it.

did hear a lot of rumors about the alien parents be ing put in one place and then we would  
be just like any other citizens and then not be int erned. And then they said we would be  
taken all together and sent away to someplace. Well , all kinds of rumors fly around.
But when it actually came time to evacuate, it was the families stayed together, which in  
most cases was for the best I guess, you know.

RW: lIs there anything that happened in the Assembly Ce nter  
1 think about it today?

that makes you feel good then you
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xMx*/ Iiia Mramcadoai and her family were seat t© the S teckt©» Assembly 

Conter. They had a particularly difficult tint becaus e "there were five girl« 

and three hey.«, the �� "room." had no eeilings aid wmxmucfamfafaxxioraEc

ee w alls. Only divider*. "If you.climbed

PB «©methiig, yeu @©uld lt©k ®ver the liviier. I

������	����������	��������������������������	��������

Is the Steckt©» ©ester Mxxx xMxxxxfkix Mary Ii«la

meas it wasn't tee pleasant.” 

is n&skntston nbnnhnir, 

taught 	� Sunday s«h©#l ash

jJiixmxkBlx »they gave me a jeb like bleck manager.  K i p  Why, I htn't knew.” 

The family was thes sent te the Rehwer Assembly Center.

'¿In Rehwer, ef eeurse, everything was a let mere, I  wen't say oermasest, 

ut then it was seat ©n a ste®rA term, temperary bas is. The houses hah

htuble walls ash the fleers were elevateh, se weehs  hihs't come through. 

We hah steps anh we hah a big, weed-burning, seal-b urning st»ve right is 

the mihhle of the reem t© keep us warm.

I was happy te see the elementary sehesl and the hi gh scheel tern up, se 

that the yeusgsters were able te ge to scheel. Mest ef the teac hers were

recruited among ua evacuees. They »ay set have had a te aching degree, hut 

they were all eellege graduates, and they taught. .  . But I still wcrked

in the fel©ck manager's ©ffice.
� � ��� B

hile she was in Rehwer, Sifaxx Mary Iida was / h ^ h u acba  — nugbt^i«^ allowed to ge 

te a town nearby the samp for shopping. . ."This wa s also with Army soldiers

a»d with gut. escorting, yeu knew." ¿"'he and the XiX XUI Japanese Americans 

with her deaided te go to a rase movie. But the fa woma n Jixx aifafax at the 

tioket hex would net let them in, heeause all seats i n the MliiKXXiiiiUUiXitliB 

x o a x o m n y  *white section»* were taken." In the meant ime a fartxx hunch of

colored people came and they went in. So we went hac k again and tried our 

luck.»

$ n #  wo were told the same thing. So finally one cf th e (Japanese 

American ) me» asked why we were net alleweil t© ge i» . Was it 

besäume we were Oriental«? And the girl in the tiske t b©x said: 

”No,M She salb in human raee yeu are either black er whifee. And



s/

then she l#®kei at us ansi she saii, *Y®u »erple are  net fcaèffk klaek«'1 

We saii, '’He*11

f,But thenjjfyfyi y©u have t® be white, ani we have a © rpea 

seat« ftr the White a©w.tt

Mrs. Iiaia teli tie that the same thing happened wh en she and the ether 

evaeuees triei Mt® g® t® the bathretm1* ®r trie i t© ©hec k tut |pi griseries 

at Krtgers. T^at is, the were tbligei t® use the Wh ite rest r©®m anal 

stani in the White line, beeause they were not Blask ani «ensequently, they

must he White
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RW:
MI:

RW:
MI:

You went into the black side? y A
Sosthen  £& weren't given anything.^dhey just shooed us out wit hout saying anything, just  
like chafing some kids out, yoy/know  ̂ we just came ou$/- we ¡were too timid say
anything.

/ /

Do yo/u think they were telling yow the truth oy/we re they/really just lying?  \
No, no, later on it was/like that/ So we want to go  toJoathroom, so they saidi hotel so  
and so, but there too/the door jaid "blacky and "wh ite/ and you had to Jgo in the white  
side. And then before going hóme we decided to go s hépping and at the/department store  
we jcouldn't tell t/io much, bub we went to Kroger and? we bought a litfte sugar,! and I  
don't know what élse we bought, but it Wasn't much/  but we went intq Kroger cold then we  
knew it was tùie for us to leave. See/we had a seib  time, so we got into this \Line to  
check out. Jmere were onlyitwo lines/ It was a smal l Kroger stork. I mean tnat was the  
first time/1 ever saw Kroger. I didn't even know th at was a supermarket or anything, but  
ar̂ ywayjyCt said Kroger. We vfied j/> check out, an ckdhen the girl said 'No, ' you have to  
get-in the other line.

VMpr̂ ’tfosh.
MOOc&The short line was for colored people and the lo nger line was for white people. The  

^white people line was long. They're buying everyth ing. But we had to go there or we  
couldn't buy. And then if you ask them why, they sa y, you're either black or white.  
And then she said surely you're not black, we said 'No.' Then it's only white * a asgou

RW: I was going to ask in the relocation centers, wheth er you remember this military  
registration, "yes-yes, no-no" business?

MI: Oh, vaguely. By that time I was married.

RW: Oh, you married Mr. Iida in Bowher?
MI* ^ Rowher, that's riaht. So my husband was going back to. .. he was a "No-No" so I thought,  

what could I ddjj&b I just went along. a ffisvcbrnd i n

RW: Oh.
MI: J don't think I ever said "No-No", I don't know.

RW: And your husband said "No-No" and then did you gimt  go with him and your family stayed in  
Rowher? r

MI: Yes. That's why me and my husband went to Tule Lake . That's how I got there.

RW: I see. m§.,Qiidn't you miss your family or how did yo u feel at that time?
MI: You know, actually, I didn't think that, well, I do n't know, I didn't think it would be a  

permanent thing. It was what I thought at the time.  Maybe I didn't give it too much of  
a thought. I'm not too sure what I thought.

-ae-tCWnxng woman just ma^m^d j^^^can-anp^c ia tedha t^ you  know.
I just- wenir^ T ^ m L a k e .

RW: Thinking back, now you are in Tule lake, is there a nything that especially comes to your  
mind that happened there?

MI: Well, in Tule lake I was very inactive. I didn't do  anything. I was just a plain
housewife0 because I had my son, and our son was b o m  there, and so the sewing Tnachine  
came around > once in. •whatever, and when the sewi ng machine came, boy, you were busy  
sewing in between your cutting up and everything. ’ f—mean- loMevcr’̂SRî  I never got bored.  
I didn't have time to be bored^ s^,^put I didn't do  anything for the public or anything.



HI: qpu^ /bm,  
�������������������

• .1 made friends, ���������	����������������������������

RW:

MI:

RSTT/zT  few^people ¿hafr^f^ZTtedr to have reallwled'ireru-s olit^ inJTule lake. . JPftsy
-̂fctst r̂>AJ*+f~^1.k&rKĴ ayiuhodnr~-̂ Th.is is some times married cgajpIes^but-~inyoun^aase, you
� !�"� ��#�� � � $��� ���"%����™ , ���" . # .

Ml: Oh, f&irndajmyefi. fand the children weren't that m anythnd then my son was just an infant  
and then there were so many older, like my 'parents ' age, you know, who had nothing to do,  
so then they (would look after my son while I went to laundry. Well, we had to use w*  
scrubs those scrub boards and do our laundry. So wh ile we did that, there was always  
sdmeone to look after the child• And I don't know. Some of the friends I made there are
still very good friends of ours. It became a perman ent friendship.

RW: I&Sj are tjfjjeŷhere in St. Louis?
HI: Ato, injifs Angeles.

/  \
RW: ytfut you still ¡correspond?? That's very nice.
MLr Last time we /visited ifiem. �  ................�  ■

That's unudual, you/know. Many people I ask if you.  know anybody eTbe who -was in Tule  
Lake and [hey say / n o ".  I thinly it's healthy to have Kept* .  . \
Well, whin we wenf to Japan, th£ people that went [ to Japan,/now there ̂weren't too many  
that I knew. You know, the f/Lends that I had made pn Tule Lake, they stayed behind or I  
don't know there! they went, put they/weren't there . Only a few families that I knew
went Sn to Japan. So I domt  know,/it wasn't that ¡s olitary, I guess.  1

f  Z  /  7  i l l !  \
I understand. You did hgfoe friends at Tule Lake.  / Thdse old people would watch the baby.  
As j far as ayusement went, well that we didn't jha vd tob rnujeh there. In  pfowfaer* we did have  
a Central place where/everybody got together hnd no d aid ¡kinds of entertainment among  

oiJrselves, you know./ J  ' / / A
/  /  /  /  /  / �

Yes, Jr know some of it was v[ry nice, but Tule Lak e was always having /find of trouble.
So we just stayed sort of close to home. [ [

[ /  f  J  I  /  A  I
RW: f Was there any person in Tuts Lake whom you  i )erif much^fiesvected: to whom you felt you  

/could go to f<jr advice?  | / 'j J
MI lAGee, some of the older people have passed away no w. No, ¡ISdan'Jbdffiow. Gee, I can't  

think of. . .At the time.mfiybe I did but nowl. . .

( I  (
RW: I didn't want, the name, f  just wondered if you hav e that kind of nice relationship.
MI: I would get along with anybody, so I never tjas lac king for friends.

' \  /j/
RW: You sojynd Hhe d/vefy out-going person.

me, everybody- wanted to do this or that/^OndJthen.  . .

RW: Now did it happened then that you went to Japan, yo u and your husband?
MI: Well, my husband said he was going so then his fath er had passed away.

RW:
MI:

RW:
MI:

RW:
MI:

RW:
MI:

His father in Japan?
In Japan. His father was in Japan, but just before the outbreak of the war he had  
passed away. It was before the war. And then my hus band was thinking of going back to  
Japan because he's the oldest in his family^faut th en before he ever got going, the war  
broke out and then that was it, he couldn't go any more.

Did he have brothers and sisters in Japan?
He had one sister and a brother. So then my husband *s parents' father had left him quite  

& a bit. And then he had to look after his brother an d sister, so we decided we'd go.
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: «■ * mak es very good s e & e t e apt h& diJdj.MctV̂  ¿^Lt obligati on t&~his family.
MIf* Jldfo the^an&b^^,r gonef^butthen fat the timene  •:;*.. •so, "  v*ip

RW: Leb*W" vee, \kow long were you in Japan?
Mis Seven years.

RW: And how did it impress you as a Nisei from America?
Mis |It was. .1 had a very had impression.

RW: <Sf yohjoan\ tell me about it*
MI: See, I went back when. .to begin with there was no food. Now that always makes everybody  

more like, I mean, what I had learned and what I ha d heard about Japan and its people and  
all that was everything was very good. But once I g ot myself over there, everything was  

\ negative to what I had been thinking. It was very d epressing.

RW:
MI:

It must have been very hard. . .
But of course I was there and I had to make the bes t of, you know, with what I had, but I  
was fortunate that I did have all my family here  [in United Stated] and then I had a  
brother in the occupational force in Tokyo.

-hMa±%j�xu*̂ Aii  ""WF the armyZ^ So you did have thap ktm, cffi contapt* rB haveb&en  
toldhy^JOCpcme^\is /from Japan, "^hat often people who went to Jpder^g^mid cafe bgedCvo

accep& H?k&m.
, umiifr) , I had npever been to Japan and I had gone, there af ter the war was

tb lost and food wasn't there and then going to Jap an from the United States people, some  
I j p&ople really had a grudge.

m s* *

UNtp I got it goto#- now'f*W>yfrd jptt go back to s enteiiceT so* I don^t miss ip.
JKt’f Now J ^ p ^ o t v h a  t S ^ Z * ***

RW: You were saying that people had a grudge* thaym âl4 hmikî e0̂ SO!̂ êmlLi4JdtA^Bldm ŷ£Ulm l̂̂  come  
there.  .

MI: You see, that means another mouth to be feed. Of co urse that was in the beginning9  l later  
1 on if-jtfwn, I had made many friends with the native Japanese pe ople. Nell, I didn’t

know, what to make of my own self too.
V

RW: It must have been a very difficult adjustment  ̂ now ^tha^^dihink ofierit-and ̂ T^congratuhate  
yow* on d&ir,%g&°4t,

MI: »Because I didn’t know their customs and everything . I made many mistakes. Everything I  
I did was backwards or wrong or I had. . .1 put my shoes on where I wasn’t suppose to and  
voh, I ’ve made my shares of errors.  —

RW: Did.  (> webk^having^our husband ̂and child - there, irnybe Z_$hault£ ask this, what was  * the  
help, to -you-in idiis .Jcind of .ihing ? K  4 »

MI: Well, of course I had the child and regardless of w kmut, I had to feed him, grow up in  
j good healthf ($ow that was the biggest thing on my mind while I lived there.

RW: [Did he make out all right?  
MI: I He turned out perfect.

RW:
MI:

�

Wonderful.
He was very healthy. Aside from, .when he was four years old he wanted to go to school  
so badly, we registered him in a church nursery sch ool. He was four years old, \fye was  
happy^But maybe a month after he had started this l ittle nursery school, he came home  
arid was sick with measles. And then he got over th at and went back to school for a few  
daysTVien he came down with chicken pox.
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RW: Oh my goodness.
MI: And then he went hook for. •finally got hack and th en he came down with mumps. And that
V did it. He wasn't going to go hook no more.  (laughs)

RW: (laughs) What's he doing now?
^11: He's a nuclear-physicist.

RW: Oh boy. I guess he was smart.
MI: And then when it was time for him to go to school, when he was six years old, he wasn't  

going to go*

RW: Yeah, with his experience. Was that e&en in Japan ̂ t ?
MI: Yes, this was in Japan. He went to school for two y ears in Japan. Regular Japanese  

public school. And so I had to tell him, I said wel l, he had the measles, the chicken
0 pox, and mumps, he can't have too many more. So I  promised him, I said if you ever get
1 sick, again, I'll take you out of school and neve r go again, but try once more. Because
| he always wanted us to read so much to him and afte r a while when it gets repetitious,
* you try to maybe skip a page or skip a line, no, he  knew what we had skipped.

RW: He was very bright etyi&§&t4$&y.
MI: So then at six years old, I said if you read yourse lf, you won't have to ask me, you  

I won't have to wait until the dishes are done, until  the meal was over with, you could  
j read anytime you feel like. Oh that he liked. So I told him to go to school. Mommy  
■ can't teach you, but the teachers will  ̂ So then he decided, Mommy, you always promise  

something and you keep it. How he reijiembers that I never broke a promise to him. So he  
says, 'Mommy, you promised you would take me out.' So he was going, so he went and he  
hasn't stopped yet.  ' ,

RW: Well, he re minds me a littlê jof̂ m. I. .when I was read tojas a  child, I liked it sp much  
thEftsbelieve or npt̂ JLbi£ught myself tQ̂ retod befo re I wens to school. /

����� &���'(��������)���*��*� �����*����������������� (+����� ,���"� -�'���(��+�'�����,��'�(�����
���"'� &���.������/��������'(�(����(�/��0������ �"� ��+� �*� �/��+� ���(�����/�1���*� �/���
aAĵ Usodd, ’On my .’ ^

2	3%�(���''4���(�� ���� �45��������0���"
MI: I He went to school and he liked it. He would come ru nning home, then eat, go running  

\back, you know for the two years he was there, he was on. the honor role.

RW: That's mass. Can I ask how it was then that you cam e back to the United States?
MI: When we first came back?

How it was that you decided to come back?  
Well, the boy had to go to school.

MI:

RW:
MI:

i

See, he was an American citizen and then I thought,  
forever, I didn't know enough. .I guess I would get  
was here  [in United States] and this is my. .I was  
always this desire that I would like to come back.
Ip we just decided to come.

And how did you come to St J  Louis then?
You see, after Rowher, my/parents decided that they  weren't going back to Califomia.tknd  
so they started moving with many other families. uv ix-nlt ha-na,
aĵ reetdŷ in Japan, cbout.wken. \jyjhen they came u p to St .Louis, I guess quite a few families  
decided to stay here. M&w^ fOQnt-̂ nanbhta,̂ Chicago..  ̂Jiiahi..... ..Cincinnatî ■■ there- -quite---ce bi t  
in this lacuxth hitLwmrjxserents. decided to stayJh eve. That's why they bought
a house, they did everything. .Then when I was comi ng back to this country, my mother

well gee. .had I stayed there  
by, but I thought, to me, my family  
b o m  and raised here. There was  
So then the chance camê  so my son and
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MI: had wrote me that she was ill. So, then my sisters alt thought if I eame book, I could  
look after my mother. So that was the reason I came  to St, Louis. People asked me,

, 'Boy, you were a native Californian, why did you co me all the way out here?' Well, that  
was the reason, and I had my mother until she passe d on. She was ill for six and a half  

.years and she passed on.

RW:

MI:

My goodness. . .When I talked to your husband, I think he said, di dn't he stay  
longer?
He stayed, yes .

in Japan

RW:
MI:

How many years was he there before he came here?  
Seven more.

RW:
MI:

% r 
Seven more years. Why was that. Was it hard to get his citizenship back orb. * * •  
Yes, that was part of the reason. See, mine was. .I just packed along so it wasn't. . 
mine was nothing I guess.

, RW: 
1 MI:

But then he had to wait and get his citizenship bac k.  
For the clearance, yes.

RW:
MI:

V j

That must have been hard to be separated.
You see, that's why I came to live with my parents.  And then my mother was ill, and then  
I still had a brother that was still going to schoo l. My youngest brother was still going  
to school.

RW:
MI:

Your son is a ned  ear-physicist?
Nown'RfB&n. fye's a Washington University graduate too.

'iwr'
MI:

*£ -mi TP �*rffTfi I* 11 j �� T my husbandry's still œ^profess r̂'̂ &ïS^e  
My son went there and then to Pittsburgh, and then to Massachusetts. Now he's  
this video education or whatever from Illinois IIT,  that's where he's studying  
another Masters.

�

getting
for

RW:
MI:

Gee, I'm very happy to hear that and. . .  
Professionally, he is a nuclear-physicist.

RW:
MI:

And for yourself here, what kind of work are you do ing now?  
I do heavy accounting.

RW:
MI:

You do what kind of account?  
Heavy, detailed.

R}̂ ’rŵ9h *̂ tafCledT' heavy accvtint  
5?: Banking, interest, all that.

H 1
RW: Good for you.
XMI: Lots of other people's money. Millions of other peo ple's money.

But rdien I first came back here  (from Japan), .what hit me the most how abundant  
J everything was. My son has never forgotten that eit her.

RW: Compared to what Japan was like.
MI: Of course, now Japan has everything in abundance ri ght now. But when I came back  Qj0r  

J&p&Zf in 1953 they were just getting back on their  feet. So when we came back here and  
I all these supermarkets were stocked so much, it was  a good feeling to know that now you  
could buy whatever you felt like. Not have to take what they gave out. And then pay for  
it. Things at the beginning it was rationed, and so metimes the food, you would just  

j didn't like or didn't know what to do with it, so  you didn't want, but then if it's  
' rationed you just had to take you share.
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R. Wax: Well, I ’m sure glad y©u came haek*
M. Iida: xte,x£ xmxfemmxx Oh, I am t©©* One ®f these ¡¿a ys’ we might, my husband

likes t© g© ba@k In a few years, I ’ll reture and then we  will have all 
the time*

R. Wax: That will he niee* Well, I want t® thhnk y©u very ���� mueh* I©u sp©ke

very h©nestly avid ©learly avid t® the ¡»©iat* Y©u �	���� like y©u 
have the intellect ef a wether wh© has a sta wh© is  a nuelear-physisist*

H 2 lid a: Well, kpaaiyxix t®day I never f®rget that I am a m©ther* Like ©ne thing

at w®rk, I tell people, I said, I w©uld never d® an ything that I ean't 
d© in frmnt ®f my sen* That I'm pretty firm*
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���������
Mary Ilda

Mary Iida, who qxxxwx was 21 at the time of the evacuation.met and  

married Raph Iidâ jri in the Rohwer Relocation Center* She  fcold me that 

she could not remember whether she had said Xes or No kh x & erx  at the time of 

Military Registration* She accompanied her "disloyal” husba nd to Tule Lake, 

leaving her •'loyal" iaadtiqcxi family in Rohwer. She was not to see ttanaa: 

for many years. I asked her: "How did it happen tha t you went

to Japan, you and your husband?" She replied:

His father was �67 Japan. fut just before the outbreak of h h  

the war he had passed away. And then my husband was th inking ot 

going back to Japan because he's the oldest in his fam ily. But 

before he ever gigoing, the war broke out.^nd then th at was it.

He couln't go anymore.

So then my husband's parents' father had left him quite  a bid. 

And then he had to look after his brother and sister. So w e

decided to go.

RW: How long were you in Japan? 
MI: Seven years.



¡1?

Mary lida

#�����'���8�(�*� �����if giiM nrv 99%��� �#�:;;<���/�/���*��������=�
MI : ���3�����������##01��+� 1��������0������/�������������#

RW: Æev's sçé j
Sbnm*

iki iton th Japan?
����

RW: • %�/�����/�/������� �((������(���>�(���� ���%�� �:�;�
MI: 7�����(#� "?���/���*� ��1�/���� �((���"

RW: � �����7�@"�������������1������+
MI: See f~I went 1��,�whan, �&��1�0����������� ����(�������/"� If aw ""����.�always ��,��$A4*�*���'�1�/��

 ����������+� ��3 � ��   $�B/�� ��7	��������/���� /��1����3�������/���(����������/�
���� �������(��*� �����0���(�*� ��0��/"� C�����:����0�����(�����*� ���� �+� �*� �����0���(�

J ��0���*��������������/�1��������,��0"� �����(�*� ��/�� �((��0"

. • • •RW: �����(����*��1����*� ���� /.
MI: ] C������:�� (������(���� ����/�����/������,�� ����1�(����+� ����,���+� ��������������/+� 1�����

I ��(��� ������� �������/�/���*������������������ � [in United Stated] ��/����������/���
D�1 ���� ���������::������������ :�����&�,��"

RW: ����������� ./����� (.��(��������� ��;�������.///+3��E����(!��,��/����:��F�/1�"� ����*��1����
���/�1��3 �����(�� ���3����+� ������������������������������%�� �:����/�:����1�:,����
3����+� ����3������(��(��������� �� ������%�� �:��+� �����/��'�� �������::��������"

MI: ����+����:�(�+� ����/��1�*� �1�������3�������/����������/�0������� ������ ������� ���(�
!> ��(����/����/���(�'�� ��� �#���/������0���0����3������ �������G����/������(�������+� (����
1] ������� ��������/���0 �/0�.;>

* RW : 3  H���+�3!"I���������+�����/�����0��1�:,�3-@!#�
� ���>������� 0������ �&"� "� "

f̂ïïSÏÏfehce, "j5£L '����((���"

RW: J�&�.� �'..��� <0+�����A��KL������/���0 �/0�+� ����� :���

MI: J���(��+� ���������(������� ����������1�����/"� ���:�� (�� �������(��������1�0�����0+� ���� �
. �����!���B+� ����/���/�������� ���/(��������������*��3�����(��������"� ����+� � � /�/�'��
j ,���+�����������,������������(�������"

RW: �����(����*��1������*� ��/����:�����/D�(�����M!�N�.'������.����,4*�������/�����&3O�0 ���F����
�������./���0.����"

MI: i C�:��(����/�/�'��,�������� �:�(���(���/��*� �����0"� ����/���������(��,�(. P*� �����0���
Q/�/���(�1�:,�� /(�� �� ��0�� �����/"� "� "?��������(���(������� ������(�'��(����(�� �����/�
' ��+� �'*����/�����(�� ��	�����  � ("

Jl Me »T-C
RW: L�/"� "��.G"�"������0���% ��(1��/���/�:���/.���� �9+�-&R&��1�#.<."(����/��(,��3���D..����*�(�A&���

������������������(�,��/��������0;
MI: ����+� ���:�� (������/�����:���/���/� �0� /��((��������+� ����/�������/����+� 0 ���������

20��/�������������*������(�����1�00�(������0����������/�����������*�/���� �"

RW: �L�/������,����������  �0��;
MI: i -���� ��/������� ��:�"

RW: ���/� ���"
MI: -����(�*� ���������"� %(�/��� ��+� "����������(���� ���� (���/����*����/����0�����(:�����

(��1�/��+� ��� �0�(�� �/����������:�� :���� (� ��(:����"� -����(���� ���� (���/+� �����(�
�����+� 1������1�������������� ������/�(�� ��/� ���(� ��������� (� ��(:����+� ���:���������
��/���(�(�:,���������(��("� %�/���������0����*� ��������/������1�:,����(:������� ������
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And when he Kaon went back he came down with mumps. And that was  it.

He wasn’t going to go back no more. (QJ€tfB§C (laugh s)

Mrs. Iida, however, promised her son that if he bec ame sick once more, she 

CCSMSnbdb would take him out of school. Accordingly, he  was enrolled 

in the xeïç  ’’regular ahssrax Japanese public school".

He went to school and he liked it. He would come runn ing home, then 

eat,go running back, For the two years he was there he  was on 

the honor role.

RW: How was it that you decided to come back?

Mis Well, the boy had S� to go school. He was an American citizen and then I 

thought, wçgàjaafifiUo* had I stayed there forever.  • I guess I would get 

by. But I thought, to me, my family was here (in Un ited States) and ���

is my. • .1 was born and raised here. There was alw ays this désire tsèwrt 

that I would like to come back. So then, the chance  came, so my 

son and 1, we just decided to co$e.

Then when I was coming back to this country,my mother wro te me that 

she was ill. . .1 had my mother until she passed on.  She was ill for 

six and a half years.

RW: When I talked to your husband, I think he said, didn’t  he stay in 

Japan Ronger?

MI: He stayed, yes.

RW: How many years was he there before he came here?

MI: Seven mere.

RW: Was it hard to gsddfc get his citizenship back?

MI: Yes. that px was part of the reason., for the a&mamaagm c learance. 

RW: That must have been hard to be separated.

MI: You see,that’s why I came to ,0 live with my parents. My mothefc 

, was ill, and then I1 xjâ±fc had a brother that was  still going to

ŝchool,

Mrs. Iida^gave mg! a detailed account of the universit ies hee son had

A
r I'V-

�



attended^and->that pi-ofteggirf he is now a nuclear-physici st.

She herself, she said, is employed doing "heavy acc ounting, "banking, interest
<.oJi  t$L

and all that". At the end of the interview, she^to&wHu e:

When I first came back (to the United States) in I5E&3  1̂ 53gi what 
the

hit me/most was how abundant everything was* . When we came back 

here, and all those supermarkets were stocked sctnu ch. It was a good 

feeling to know that now you could buy whatever you felt like. No t 

have to take what they gave out, and then pay for i t. Things at 

the beginning, it was rationed, and sometimes the foo d. • you^^fi 

justji wouldn’t like it or you didn’t know what to d o wibt it, , if 

it’s rationed, you just had to take your share.

And as a final word, she sa&d:

Today I never forget that I am a mother. At work, I tel l people,

"I would never do anything that I can’t do in front  of my son."

That I am pretty firm.


