DIVISICI'AL RESPCNSIRIE VEWM
ATD THE
DETAINED STOCKFADE INTERNEES

REPORT OF THE INFORMAL INTELVIEY 17
OF THE aﬂg;_/ Striha de

January 14, 1944

DATE : January 14, 1944
TIME: Adminiastratitn Building Room 23
PLACE: 1:45 p.m.

ATTENDAINCE :

Divisional Responsible Men: Shimada, Akitsuki, Nakao, Okamoto, Naito,
Namekawa, Yamatani, lfayeda, and Furukawa

Detained Internees: Hoshiko, Morri, Shimizu, Inouye, Katayama, and
Nakamoto

Shimizu: The stockade Iinternees first questioned me, what the
standing of the peopls whom we met was and the object
of the mesting. So will you kindly explain that fully
again, 1if you don't mind, so that our positions will be
cleared.,

Shimada: This body was selected from the various divisional heads.
The object is just the way we explained yves terday.

Shimizu: From what view point did you people call us?

Akitmuki: As to the people we wanted to meet, we didn't have the
slightest idea whom to call. We first included some of
the members of the Negotiating Committee but permission
was refused and their names were crossed out.

Shimizu: Did you say that you couldn't get permission to call the
Negotiating Committee members?

Akitsuki: We asked for Mr. Kimura, for instance, of the Negotiating
Cormittee, but he was denied. There were few others who
were also crossed out from the list we submitted.

Shimizu: - We reported all the things discussed at yesterday's meet-
ing to somewhat 247 stockade internees and also told
them that your sincere object in meeting with all the
divisional heads was your earnest intention in trying to
restore the Center to its normal condition. Unless you
try to encounter this problem with solid determination
and sincerdéty this situation cannot be solved. Merely
return to work of a portion of the colonists is not
enough. You have a very heavy responsibility.

Shimada: I can't and don't know whether we'll succeed or fail.
But I can tell you this, we are doing this with our
sincerest faith and I can say that we are certainly doing
our utmost,

Akitsuki: Iet me add this, we have no political ambitions, whatso-
ever,

We have strongly resolved to dissolve this group as soon
as the Center returns to its normal condition, as soon

as people go back to work, as soon as we succeed in
getting the relecase of those justifiable colonists de-
talned, and finally when the responsible political group
1s established. However, we're not saying that we'll not
be responsible thereafter, even after dissolution.

We're just saying that until that time, that is until the
official political group is selected by the people, we
will act as the Co-ordinating Committee.

Shimizu: The Dai-hyo Sha and the Negotiating Committee members
looked at the results of the referendum vote. They




Shimada:

Inouye:

Shimada:

Morri:

Shimada:

Shimizu:

noted that over 4,000 still favored status .00k
at the problem from that point of view, they felt and
were somewhat worried whether returning to work of a
portion would not be complicated and perhaps dangerous,

Yes, after looking at the results, it's barely half and
half, I wonder if the workers resturning to work on
Yonday could go without complications., I surely hate to
see the Japenese divided and hate to see them fighting
with each other. It's obvious that majority of colonists
have opposed status quo. If a portion return to work
what do you think these people will think or what kind of
reactions will thoy take? They might take an exactly
reverse attitude instead of calmly, peacefully yielding
to the winning side. In that case will you people take
the responsibility? I hate to sece anything like that
happen, after all the things you people have gone through,
Have you anything prepared in the event of such a cir-
cums tance? As Japanese to Japanese, let's speak frankly
and tell all we know, after all we're working for the
same object,

That was the very thing we were worried about, This
morning one repressntative came over, He was a strong
backer of thils status quo, his attitude was very firm;
however, he gave many just and sound reasons for support-
ing 1t. Of course, I made my footing clear too, None-
theless, I found, after talking to him, one thing in
common and that was the ultimate object which we were both

‘aiming for, although in a different way.

Lot me give you an illustration. During the hot presiden-
tial campaign, when Roosevelt and Wilkle were running for
President, American people werc divided. But after it
became Pnown that Roosevelt was the victor, all the
Arericang, including the ones who strongly stood up for
Wilkie, conceded (whether they liked it or not) to
Roossvolt and his Administration and supportod him whole-
heartily., Why can't we do that? .

The referendum was won by a bare majority, but I persondﬂy
think that in reality, status quo actually won, After all
that hardship and all that misery the people had gone
through for a long time, little loss than a half still
supportocd status quo. Without giving that point a
thorough consideration and should people return to work

on Monday, it may be pretty hard to continue or re-

establish friendly rclations among the Japanese., You may

be worried about that point, but so are we.

Yes, we were worricd about that and that's why we really
wanted to consult and confer with you psople and possibly
find a harmonious solution to this problom, !

To what extent, in tho first pluce, are you attompting to
get our reclease, that 1s among the 247 interned. You
realize, of course, that the reason why status quo came
into existence was chiefly for the purpose of getting our
release. In other words you cannot remedy and settle this
situation fundamecntally, by merely liquidating status quo.
Normaley will automatically come back 1f you solve the :
root of it.

In getting our relcase, did you have any arrangoments or
prov1sionu made with the Admlnlstration°A

We tried all means we could think of, but all in valn and
so we concluded that this was the only way out,

This 1s my psrsonal opinion. If, for instance, one or:two
men areo loft bohind tho rest of us cannot comsc out of the
stockade, from the standpoint of humanity. I think the
others have the seme opinion. If we are all rcleoased
status quo will automatically disappear.

Are you thinking in this way - abolish status quo first
and then procecd with our rclease? Even if status quo is
gone some people will be left behind without work, then
this situation cannot be remedied fundamentally,
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Shimada:

inovve:

Shlmagas

Ilnouve

Well, if this nplace roturns to its nomnal oond

itieon, ve
will try to ~et wou veople releaned, that is jus -lliGDle
colonista, The Adminlatratlan slso said thot they are
willinz to take that into considarastion; . only ¢ if the

center is in its normal condltion.

Are wvou trying to just ~ive us & renort or askinc
from us?

If wou +311° only undsrastand why we tooP thir Sten, thab
. v o ot

is all we an. Somwe people who are roaturnin: to work are

those wiio are not. If you people will

I

azrae and understand this situation, bthe eolonists will
think more deenly., As vou know some coloniats have so

afch confidence in your “  3tateuents.

8 . bit afreid of
g

Ag Mr. Morri stated, e may have over-ridden vou, but vou
ase, there were several wareheuse worlers who :anted to
work and who sl.xunu work at o orest pislk.,  =n onder Lo
arotect and support Lhem, ws had Gto bake culelk zobion i
earrying out ihb he .ill of many nthnra. o we did not
consuls you flx‘ I can sey that there vere 300 vouny
paopls who were ready to stand un; nowever, they verae
gunpressad. I think Lif sunpression wasn't done; there
would nave been riots,

g8 you lmow, is the i'erolizting
bOm-w e LV i B dix, Wers called out liles f?lﬂ,
we cnnnot jecide at owr own vill, Ye vwant vou to ask
i'r, Bost or Colonel Avstin o velease en Hagse all tlioge
detalngd without condition. hen Tthe sroblem is automsti-
cally dolved, I think,
Iletis meg. TUneconnitional reilease? That mavy be impc
4 hindnk
the nast we ot into nolities and Teuds, bul afteir and
the raleass is Trantad, ve 0an atsurs rou that the
Koz ’:“ inz Commit? ikl neod mix Into polriias X
ﬁ“ time. our ot ct was the L’.rove‘out Ot 0 _
cgorid ltdons . ‘Mbh -this EELOR AN nromiae i 1
inform the Admini '*b:f' apowl 158 It is ce WTﬂ‘&LV not
our desire to sce riots ond dlsordey, Then “OﬂﬂLhCYDfiﬂn,
aa well as our fulleat cooperction will be ~iven whole-
heartily.,

¥grotiation will e facilltated il you will ive us sueh
an agsurancs j_]'l s e A S

Mail is censored.

dowever, we have our l.esalnesasss too,
or suspecved by the Adminisiration.

If you have any Japansge spirit, I think this satler coulad
be edsily solved. If wou have any intentlicn in trying Lo
acconplish anvthing, I know vouw will suecceed, but if you
have any personal elesment invelwed, 16 will alvays be a
complete failure.

Thore'!a another »nlan, PR s Toped Vel s T Tnnona e s S SiEnee
Tou are so vorriad uuout regborins the center o comple
normaley, how about ~etting the We-otiating Coralttes
(14 members) out for marke even two or thres hours and
nave them meet and talk to the colonigts. I think if
vou snould do that they can convince ?be psonle, who are
g0 3Lvunf1v sunnorting them, of tha fant bhal true
normaley can only be achieved by vie uing to the nlans
offared bv vou nennle.

I had the sarw Secliing, You said that the eanp misht be
divided into tw blhat is the peonle). If you believe in
neace, I auc -6d hat wou congider Fr. bHhimizuls alan
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these two will be released and they were released but as

we said before we were left out in the snow while the

Army boys searched our entire barracks, and took many

of our beloncings. ©On the 31lst these two returned but

we still refused to go out for poll call. The Army

. 8aid, "All right, we have nlenty of soldiers." And they
broucht out some 300 soldiers so we had to ;0 oul for

roll call, Our nunishment continued to be bread and water,

Inouye: As Japanese we coulédn't just concede to the Army's mean
attitude like this so we took the same stand Iet's not
t.

orri: Qur strilke ended on the €th. Not a single person ate.
@ just manazedto survive on water and salt.

Yamatani: Yhat cavsed you to 7ive In finally?

Lorri jI'r. Haritman requeated Tsuda for an interview. Tsuda came
back and requested us to stop the strike and so ve did.

Inouye: S0 you can readily see that the circumstances made it so
‘hat we had to be united. ''e are so united, I don't
think individual release would be possible.

If Mr, Inouye's plan is not feasible, see if yvou can get
the Nenotiating Cormmittee out for certain number of hours
for the purpose, as I mentloned.

Akitsuki: Yhatever the Lezotiatin-. Comulttee me:lbers have to say to
the people, I suzyzest that such dould be vritten up,

Interview ended at 3:45 p.7i.




IPORT 07 T2 IFORIAL INTIRVITY

TP myrm

RESPOISINLD IMT 07 VARIOUS DIVISIONS
UIT T2
DETAIIED STOCILDE TITEIR DES

January 13, 1944
Jonuiry 13, 1944
Ade Midee Tim, 2
1339 Baite

Attenduince: Detained Internces: ko, llorri, Shinizu, Inouye,
Lht=",.u, and liakanoto
Divisioncl resmongible nen: "“ituuk;,'Ikemoto, Kondo,
Shimada, Yanatar ", Turulzawva, .
Ihvuda, Okanoto, Ilaito, lianelzawa,
and Malao

ahiptdat « .p vou 4, the naintencnee of gtatus ~uo existed., Con=
n were nany orinions exnresacd that it vas
)lv to continue it; nofeover, %hic releéase of -
cd wes clso invossibles ©On January S5; Dal-hvo
2l was cq“vcnca and an attendance of about 200 weas
hut un-ortuj"*cly the rieeting was dissolved just
because one reaponsible narty did not show us.

. Then sore youns nsodnle wanted to work in the warehouse,
thereunon the leLu"Ou heads and forenen held o meeting,
at wiiich time they decided that we nust liruidate the
status ~us and simultuneauﬂT" return to wor!: 2s an initial
sten. 30, lir, Ilozuna vas enrros clied but he‘had been picked
u~, and lr, Iateoka had res qrd thereiorv, the only solu=
tion was %to call 2ll div 1”10w 1) workers to~cther. After
dre discussion we concluded t“u+ lelslonal viorkers'! opi=-
nions be first obtained on the caestiOﬂ--n .éther they )
dstire retupn-tosyor’s, viiclitmsg, of couriec, affirrctive,
subscnuent to the wvorlers' decision, ve took referendun
votves of t¢ll the colonists on the cucstion of whether they
were for or against the riaintencnce of status nuo, The
rcsults were again successful as follows:

Jard Ounosed Dloclks
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Total nunber of ‘ballots casted was 8941, 4593 ojposcd it,
4120 favorcsd it, and there were 228 blan!: votes,

48 © congeocusnec the 4 1l net, Ciu-”"~cd cni finglly
deeided tint 7ou neonle be zroached 2 tLut e & mllu nutually
discuss and ~ive informations o i ions »ertcinine to this
Aatter. ‘Je realize that the »r t dent started with "improve-
1ent of livin~n conditions™ as rinarily, but we tliought
tiiat our eflorts in trying to -e t you 3eople released fron the stock-
ade gihiould be the »reliminary sten, »rior to our uwltinate object.
Trarefore, we rould like to renhort and 7ive inforiictions on the pre-
sent corditlion of the camp and at ths same time liear wour side of

he story—-cona_tlons and oninions in the stockede.

Do you heve any cuestions? Can you ive us sonc oninions of the
condition or the feelinces of the »eorle within the stockade?




ninizu: e received this notiée so mud e:nlP we Aidn't lnowr where
vere headinr‘for or what for, .8 for tn feelinzg of the ﬁeOﬁle
the stoclade, or _molicy of the uuoctcoc interncc”, ve do not have
anavier, Dven 1T we do sxoress our oninion it ninht not GOﬂLorn
the resent condition of the can’, since the condition is so dif=-
Tferent nowu, - anppose., Thore cre abous 47 pcople aetuinsd and what«
evsr vou rcruest we can do or inrorn thwen, If i5%5 1"r“0f31 o»inion,
we ean —ive it to you hut not any rorresentative opi mlo.

Yestérdey about 10 ien cone in the stockade, All of their
stories differ. Dach one had o different story to tcll in a differ=
ent ansle, Sone were important and sorie very insi~nificont relorts.

Results oFf the referendu vote--this iz the firgt tilis e heard
about it, Althoush we had lLeard that refsrendun voting tool nlace,

It's so hard to answer vour nucstion since it's so abrupt.

Yanatanlii e are not aslin~ you to ~ive a represcntinc oninion, 'Je
= o d ER al

toula 1iwe you to hear what we have to say and we tould also 1lile to
asl: wou Tor rour Hersoncl oxinion, “le were =o worricd obout you
sgople in vhe stoclade thdt ve rleTS‘POJCQ to tre to et oub rée
lEJuC ag soon as nHossible, Thereforc, we would lilte to hove your
fron: ond sinéere oninion, In this way we hope %o ot 2 full elear
unuerst:ﬂuin:.

‘

3hinizu: In reality, ve have nany thins Misccnutrwcd

rerardinc the condition of the cann, This i oy :

is h;rL to tecll thich of the stories repoifted is ths

one, So e hnve to juut imagine and 7USSS . hére are many thines
that we noy have nisund crstonﬂ because of that. ‘le havs nothing to

do but just‘eat three tinés o day vhich causes us to just de a lot

of thinin-, ~ood and bad.

’

Yamatani: In regard to the hun~er strilic,‘we want to be able to asi
a more -ccurate Hicture of it; for examhle, the actnal Fhﬂuc of it,
'le hore 'to cvoid neny vorries vhick the meonle hcove been solag
throush,

Shimada: Colénists ore so vorried after hearins oo :iueh about the
hunger strile

Alitsulzi: Day bel Da 4 h 3 had a3 large headline about tihe
hunger 'strile, In tu: d B & en H“wrured stating that as a
result, deathr toolk »Hlace,
Shimigu: . 07 course, »rime notive of the hunger strilte was one’way
Trvyin~ to clear up the incident 12 the ccptrr ther thousht,
becausc ne~otiztions with the autherities had fmlqu, there was no
alternative, Anons Lhu nen within the stockade, sore trere ftrans= -
ferred to other tents just becduse they laushed or tollied too nuch,
%6 couldn't tell what was whate On the ' 5lst, I thin':, e had to
gtand in the snow for cbout three hours, Jithin th-ot ~erdod, the
Arny ‘rot into the baprac!s and soris of dur beloncin~ng wersé stolen bY
then, un~er strilc was eaused by bhis. Tou ses the Arny took a
eruel st nd =-bpecd-aond-water ctiitinde, T~u stril:c continwed fer
HEE Ly Db it didn’t affeet ony 11vs :

43 5o the roestoration ol noracley te the Cecnber, our ide-s
co rwon, inasmuch 2s thls is alrendy an intcranational inci=-
=6 Talt that vwe should not do snythins for uhidch e tay later
be asharied ofs The uttitude or the desire of the stocl: de lnternees
is that th.zr want to return to Jajen and therefore, thcre's no reason
wthy furtler internctional ineidents should be create d.

b
el
<)

i |

At nir~ht the lermms o out around 9 o*clock, is th
It's a regulction but it's not strictly folloved.,
Alritsukis T would liks to oscertain this, when the 1lishts ore

bricht everyone does not feel rnuch but when they ~o out 3ore nen
gense the nisery very deenly, is that risht?




Inouye: Silly question like that should not be asked.,

shimizu: As to the lights, it's not strictly ordered, but it's
their desire to have us 7o to sleen and rise earlys

Shimada: As you know, we wanted to ask you for your opinion since
1t would be too bad if the Japanese are compelled to tale sides and
fight each other, which may be nossible after analyzing the refer-"
endun results, We were misunderstood because of the referendum; in
gpite of it, with full determination, we are trving to tackle this
problem, It is our desire, if nossible, to get a fuller understand-
ing. I believe and trust that even within the stockade, there are
people wiio have the same feelings as we have, If we et your per-
sonal onrinion, I think we can go ahead with confidence and perhavs
solve the problem more peacefully,

lnouve: As one of the residents, we have put our reliance and full
responsibility to the Negotiating Committee, I think it's not the
proper time to be expressing our personal opinion,

Shimada: But we only felt that by conferring with you reople we
might be able to find some friendly way out,

Inouye: Ve didn't come into the stockade " just because we wanted to;
we came in here because we were picked up. DMany times negotiations
with the Administration were tronsacted but was rejected each time,
(He was pointing out to the release of those detained)

Shimada: Divisional heads are just working with this sincere motive—
to return the Center to normalcey and at the same time try to get your
releass,

‘

At this time, Mr, Shimada read the Statement printed by the
Committes,

Shimada: ZEven thoush improvement of living condition may have been
the nrimary objsct of the Necotiating Committee, we thought it’more
important and humanly %to work on the release of those detained, since
sorie are so worried. Recently 2 woman, whose husband is detained,
told me that their chief object in coming into this center was
because they wanted to return to Japan and she certainly doesn't

want to leave her husband here--dead.

Doing the same old thing over and ove again in wvain did
anc docs not bring resulis, so we decided to take the initiative.

Naito: Thec resson why we started such o movement was bscause some
boys who were working in the warehouse were working under great
restraint and risk. Another was because--well, I've been affiliated
vith the Seinen Kai for-the purpose of studying public opinions,
confidentially, because, in the first placé, I did not heartily
approve of the attitude of the Dai-hyo Sha. However, inasmuch as

I and the members of the Seinen Kai had signed the petition giving
full responsibility to the Dai~hyo Shz authorizing thenm to negotiate
and solve the existing situation, we did not take an aggressive stand.
In fact the membors numbering somewhat 500 were rore or less sup-
pressed not to take any drastic stens even if the acconplishments

of the Dni-hyo Sha provoked and aggravated them. Dai-hyo Sha , i
they »ossessed any truc Japanese spirit, should have disbanded a
long timc ago., I thercfore suggested that a recsolution be prepared;
that is, a resolution for returning back to work; seclection of ano-
ther responsible political group put the resolution to vote--secret
ballots, abandon the existence of the Dai-hyo Shea; and finally
foster the true Jopanesc spirit and base all our future ideas as a
gentlemanly Japanese would,

Shimizu: Practically all the blocks arc represented in this stoek-
ade. If possiblc, we would like to infofm them of the attitude of
the camp residents ask for their opinion, and then mcet with you
people again. As I said beforc,-‘all idcas of various block rcpre=
sentatives vary, so as it is now, we can't gay definitcly what their




v

senoy- 1l oiiion is. I'll ekl “wou vhat o oan o Bovever o tot Ll
connilc tho oninions of the invernccs and tlien micst 1 1th you agoin,
cen ~6h fCTKlSTiOﬂ. There ore rwiors dissenis=
1% that the »laegce is on the wverge of siplosions
it, our déteriinction is fira, e don't Lnow vhat's
wvwen to uds Jc can't be afraid of the “resgure groups,
othormrisc rothinn cen be aceconplished.

Inouvc: Adrdnistration nlan to {irst gset rid of "the atatus guo, °
onG taen ot on with the relcase of ths’detaincds In other viords,
it 7isone $hdat unlcess sbabus auo is cons, our relaasce will bo oub
ol cues tlou.

- then rcad the report of the 3panish Consul and
cormignted ¢

Shimadan: “'ou oaoh sec that even the 'sSna h Cong vi1ll not atteript
Lo 5% naclf nixed un dn oolitles; st ne that his jurisdiction

inplies only to the living condition of those »neonle who werc borh
i1 Janons ThHere le ne other’ ur7 ‘out, but-to gecttle the »roblem by
oursclvase ‘Isn't this risht, llr, Shinizu, Jou were there when the
Consul ecane, W”run't von¢

JhJI‘ll""' Sy e x DriT—A‘."O ahe alag ne

at thob tilic. ucstions verc roiscd and the answers vore the sanc;

thet the adusies of the Consnl arc r::trlctca only to the conditions

of the caim in confornity with the Intornationdl treatics, and that
Fal

he has nothine to do with the »re c t i“cxdant.

t th¢ 3»anish Consul before noon

Yaratani: .o tic rcsult of the referendun, vorions divisional respon=
givie rcn ~ot torether and tricd to thrash out a »roecdure for this
return-to=-ijorl: rnoverient cnd this fﬂu the regult, Ivery desartiieiit
vwill “have’Ja-ancse heads with a Caucasian in the uu~crv“uory Lo el X
tions - Ag, lTor GAEA“IC, the Co= oﬁ all heads are J. onese with onec
Caucagian sudveprviser, Ir, Melleil, and in the llcas DﬂVlalon, the
Shdal, 12, :hgvdrﬂ i1l havws o Jrﬁumcuc chiéf stovord snd undir

the Jun-nesc will bc t170 or threc assistonts. IF therc aré eny
comvluljuu, it 111l bo aettled arfionr~ the Jaonancsc stewards. If the”
comnlaint iz %oo ooww_ﬁcuuca, Iir, Hayward will then talic care of it.
Various division hsads will he Jannnese and Coucesians will only
assuue the positions of suscrvisors, This »lazn shovld be »srmanent)
Mr. Silverthorne will Graft it and later Dircetor Ilyer vill sign it,
I understond,

he Hrojeet will no loagzer be
L1l b Tule Lelle Contcera

Incidentally the noiic of %
1711

Tule Lnke 3ecresation Center, but

anywey »dlease indorn the neodle in the stuodliande as to the
how and why 6 came about to talie the referendun volto.

Haito: “Je have no desire vhatsosver to disrcpard rou dcectained neoples
Y“ﬂatani: It is our desire only Lo hear the opinion of the necople
the stoclade even thoush *h“" nay consider our »lzgn advisable
or not,
The interview ended ab J:i50 »ana

Respeetfully subnitted,

’ s
fofl 1t¢ Tuohora
Jeerctary Iro Ten




