
REPORT OF THE INFORMAL INTERVIEW 
OF TKE 

DIVISIONAL RESPONSIBLE ?<EN 
AND THE 

DETAINED STOCKADE INTERNEES 

January 14, 1944 

DATE: January 14, 1944 
TIMEr Ad ministratiton Building Room 23 
PLACE; 1:45 p.m. 

ATTENDANCE: 

Divisional Responsible Men: Shimada, Akitsuki, Nakao, Ok amoto, Naito, 
Namekawa, Yamatani, Kayeda, and Furukawa 

Detained Internees: Hoshiko, Forri, Shimizu, Inouye, Ka tayama, and 
Nakamoto 

Shimizu: The stockade internees first questioned me, wha t the 
standing of the people whom we met was and the object 
of the meeting. So will you kindly explain that fully 
again, if you don't mind, so that our positions will be 
cleared. 

Shimada  : 

Shimizu: 

Akitsuki 

Shimizu: 

Akitsuki 

Shimizu: 

Shimada 

Akitsuki 

Naito: 

This body was selected from the various divisional heads. 
The object is just the way we explained yesterday. 

From what view point did you people call us? 

As to the people we wanted to meet, we didn't have the 
slightest idea whom to call, we first included some of 
the members of the Negotiating Committee but permission 
was refused and their names were crossed out. 

Did you say that you couldn't get permission to call the 
Negotiating Committee members? 

We asked for Mr. Kimura, for instance, of the Negotiating 
Committee, but he was denied. There were few others who 
were also crossed out from the list we submitted. 

We reported all the things discussed at yesterday's meet-
ing to somewhat 247 stockade internees and also told 
them that your sincere object in meeting with all the 
divisional heads was your earnest intention in trying to 
restore the Center to its normal condition. Unless you 
try to encounter this problem with solid determination 
and sincerity this situation cannot be solved. Merely 
return to work of a portion of the colonists is not 
enough. You have a very heavy responsibility. 

I can't and don't know whether we'll succeed or fail. 
But I can tell you this, we are doing this with our 
sincerest faith and I can say that we are certainly doing 
our utmost. 

Let me add this, 
ever. 

we have no political ambitions, whatso-

We have strongly resolved to dissolve this group as soon 
as the Center returns to its normal condition, as soon 
as people go back to work, as soon as we succeed in 
getting the release of those justifiable colonists de-
tained, and finally when the responsible political group 
is established. However, we're not saying that we'll not 
be responsible thereafter, even after dissolution. 

We're just saying that until that time, that is until the 
official political group is selected by the people, we 
will act as the Co-ordinating Committee. 

Shimizu: The Dai-hyo Sha and the Negotiating Committee members 
looked at the results of the referendum vote. They 



noted, that over 4,000 still favored status quo. Looking 
at the problem from that point of view, they felt and 
were somewhat worried whether returning to work of a 
portion would not "bo complicated and perhaps dangerous, 

Inouye: Yes, after looking at the results, it's barely hal f and 
half, I wonder if the workers returning to work on 
Monday could go without complications. I surely hate to 
see the Japanese divided and hate to see them fighting 
with each other. It's obvious that majority of colonists 
have opposed status quo. If a portion return to work 
what do you think these people will think or what kind of 
reactions will they take? They might take an exactly 
reverse attitude instead of calmly, peacefully yielding 
to the winning side. In that case will you people take 
the responsibility? I hate to see anything like that 
happen, after all the things you people have gone through. 
Have you anything prepared in the event of such a cir-
cumstance? As Japanese to Japanese, let's speak frankly 
and tell all we know, after all we're working for the 
same object. 

Shimada: That was the very thing we were worried about. T his 
morning one representative came over. He was a strong 
backer of this status quo, his attitude was very firm; 
however, he gave many just and sound reasons for support-
ing it. Of course, I made my footing clear too, None-
theless, I found, after talking to him, one thing in 
common and that was the ultimate object which we were both 
aiming for, although in a different way. 

Let me give you an illustration. During the hot presiden-
tial campaign, when Roosevelt and Wiilkie were running for 
President, American people were divided. But after it 
became known that Roosevelt was the victor, all the 
Arericans, including the ones who strongly stood up for 
Wilkie, conceded (whether they liked it or not) to 
Roosevelt and hi3 Administration and supported him whol e-
heartily. Why can't we do that? 

Inouye The referendum was won by a bare majority, but I 
think that in reality, status quo actually won, 
that hardship and all that misery the people, had 
through for a long time, little loss than a half 
supported status quo. Without giving that point 
thorough consideration and should people return 
on Monday, it may be pretty hard to continue or 
.establish friendly relations among the Japanese, 
be worried about that point, but so are we. 

personally 
After all 
gone 
still 
a 

to work 
re-
You may 

Shimada: Yes, we wore worried about that and that's why we re ally 
wanted to consult and confer with you people and possibly 
find a harmonious solution to this problem, 

Shimizu:  T o  what extent, in tho first place, are you attempting to 
get our release, that is among the 247 interned. You 
realize, of course, that the reason why status quo came 
into existence was chiefly for the purpose of getting our 
release. In other words you cannot remedy and settle this 
situation fundamentally, by merely liquidating status quo . 
Normalcy will automatically come back if you solve the 
root of it, 

Morri: In getting our release, did you have any arrangements  or 
provisions made with the Administration? 

Shimada: We tried all means we could think of, but all in vai n and 
so wo concluded that this was the only way out. 

Shimizu: This is my personal opinion. If, for instance, one  or two 
men are loft behind the rest of us cannot come out of the 
stockade, from the standpoint of humanity. I think the 
others have the same opinion. If we are all released 
status quo will automatically disappear. 
Are you thinking in this way - abolish status quo first 
and then proceed with our release? Even if status quo is 
gone some people wi11 be left behind without work, then 
this situation cannot be remedied fundamentally. 



.:  hiraada* Let me re^aat this, the J\rmy  • ou Id.  not ;:Lve us a chance to 
tr.  Ik about  ro  lease oi  '  ou  no op le,  unless normal condition 
wa s f i  Ï '  a t  r  o  i ;  UP  ne d  . 

loouye "he opinion of the internees in the stockade i3 tha t ''il 
ono z° out, e all so out, if one in we  a 11  stay in. 1. 

Do you roaliLe why the people are so firm in their con-
vict  ion? 

i have heard such a thin.;- as this - FBI said that there 
are  peon le  like this, one •••ho is a source of strife to the 

"A, the Array, and. even to the Japanese peonla.  :  ewembor, 
the Fr>I is an American. ho told  taie h  an  errons ous  thinpf? 
That's the cause of oil the troubles. 

rjaifiliou 

3himada; 

Shimizu: 

t'a  t  s •• 'a  is 

himada 

;  orris 

a una  o a 

i think it is only proper to et the former l"e ;otiatin:; 
Committee released first. If you don't co that the others 
will not come out. If release" is i  -nos sib le  and. Array 
continues to repress as, re will still continue to favor 
status auo, since that's the only thin.--; we can do. 

A r e y o u  - i  11 iny  t o  n o  3  o  t i a te- i  t h  t  h e A  d :  i n  1 s  t  r a  t  i on 
whether  re le  se en nasse of the detained would, be possible? 
Then thé whole thin;;, will be solved. 

. e  t r i e d  . a s  I  s 0  i d b  e  f 0 r e,  - -e  t  r  i e d  a 1 i  m e  t hod s a nd w  a  ; r  s , 
out was kicked e ch time. This "was the only alternative . 

To what extent is release en masse  «os sib le?  You see 
there are some nen who have, had no he •rin-s oven after tw o 
months and they still don't know  -  hy they were nicked uo. 

So the  aeon le  are actually  re  turning to work on  *  onday? 
khat is your  out look? ' ha t  àro you try ins; to toll us? 
•re you trying to ;at our understand  in-;  or  c one e s i  on ? 

As Japanese to Jape  ne se,  lot's not have anything behind 
our backs. 

Yes, the people are  re turn in;;  to fork on Monday.  V "e as  Hod 
you neople with a  thou- ht  that we  ^  i-ht be a »lè to :et 
your understanding and your cooperation and perhaps your 
frank opinion, as we mentioned  ye--,  ter day. k'e thought by 
doiny this, we i : ;ht be able to avoid possible frictions 
among the Japanese, who .are so divided in their ideas. 

You have our cooperation in all respects, "lowever, sne ak-
in;; from our standpoint, don't you think you people have 
aore-or-less over-ridden us in not consulting or conferrin g 
with us before the referendum. If you poor-le had any 
sincerity I don't see why ou overlooked that. 

7/e admit that #e over-rode you  peon le,  but you see  •  e tried 
to nut this issue over in a matter of two or throe days 
that . . . 

Inouve  »  -7hat is your future plan and what kind of ne -otiation are 
you e•••ectirv; to carry on in regard to our release? 

This problem do-s not concern the 347 detained  nor  door it 
concern the mere 16,000 colonists - this is a very delicate 
>robIem which affects J  a pan  and America. Do -ou realize 
that  ? 

kitau'-i: After many attempts, we f-und that the rale se oi - --ou 
people  ' -a.s  just î .ooasible  -  therefore, we took this step 
of first returning the 'orkers back to their  ;» obs,  thereby 
restoring noma Icy to a. carta  ..n  emtent,  y  nd then continue 
on to transact ne ;ota tien to ;;et your release. liven tho f 

we realized that the -<rino obiect of this  re s ont  incident 
was Improvement-of-livin -conditions reverent. V.e e;:p ect 
to yo into that after  1 :  : c cm. --letc-  our plans of ett.,nr your 
relaa.se.  v it h  that mir-ose in mind, we wanted to meet you 
people to hear -our o inion on this matter. 

Inouye  :  fart what is -•••our future plan ? 

¿«.war-



S hinacì a ?  Y.'ell, i.f this  ola ce  returns to  i ts  riormai conc'ition, we 
will try to -.et you oeople re  leased,  that ìs  jus  tìfiable 
o o  1 oni  s  t  s .  The A (Iran i  t t r  a t  ì on  a la o s a id  t  ha t t  he y  ar e 
willìng to taire that :lnto consideration; o.nly ìf the 
center ìs in its norma  1  condìi:-ion. 

Inouye  :  Aro you tryìng to just ;dve us a report or askin  :  something 
from  us ? 

olmate 

: a ì t o 

or ri 

If you  ;  ' only understand wby we took this step, that 
is all wo ask. Some people who are returning to work are 
a bit afraid of those who are not. If you people will 
a gr ee and  unci  e r  s  t a lid t  h  1 s  s i t  u  a  t i on,  t  h e  c o  1 on I  s t s \' i  11 
think more deeoly. As you know some colonists have so 
mpch. confidence in your " ' statements. 

As Mr. Torn stated, ;e may have over-ridden you, but you 
see, there were several warehouse workers who .anted to 
work and who started work at a great risk. In order to 
protect and sua port them, we had to take wuick action in 
carrying out the will of many others. So we did not 
consult you first. I can say that there wore 800 young 
people who were ready to stand, up, however, they ••ore 
suppressed. I think if suppression wasn't done, there 
would have been rlots. 

The foundation of this, es you know, is the egotiating 
Committee. gven if we, six, were  os  lied out like this, 
we cannot decide at our own will. Ve -?ant you to ask 

;'r. Best or Colonel Austin to release en manse all those 
detained without condition. Then the problem is automati -
cally solved, I think. 

r aito s e : Le t ! 

I think. 
i T a c  o n  fi i t i  o n  a 1  r  e  1  e  a ; T  ha t  roa  y be i  up  o  s s ib le 

• himii:u In the past we got into politics and feuds, but aft er and 
i f  t he  role a se is g r r. n t e d, w e c  a n  a  c s  ur e y pu  t ha t  t he 
Negotiating Committee will not mix into politics. Blven 
at that time, our object was the improvement of living 
conditions. With this condition and nromise, "ill. vou 
inform the Admiuistration about it? It is certainly not 
our desire to see riots and disorder. Then consideration, 
as well as our fullest cooneration will be iven whole-
he art!ly. 

akitsuki  :  Y'egotia tion v; 111  be fac  i 1 itö  ted i: 
an assurance in  writ in";. 

you  wi 11  ;ive us such 

Katsyama 

Akitsuki 

"orri, 

I  "a i 1  i s  ce  n sore ci. 

However, we have our weaknesses too, lest 
or suspected by the Ad vai ni strati on. 

accused 

If you. have any Japanese spirit, I think this  -\*>  tter could 
be e a s i ly s o Ived .  If 
a ccomo11s h anyt  hing, 
have any personal element involved, 
c ormo lete  fa  i  lur e  . 

"ou have any intention in trying to 
know you will succeed, but if you 

r.  will al"ays be a 

Shimizu? There's another plan, if  :  r.  ; Torri' s  Is impossible  .  Since 
you are so  1  orried about restoring the center to complete 
normalcy, how about getting the  ;  e otiating Co r<:rit.tee 
( 14 members) out for maylse even two or three hours and 
have them meet and talk to the colonists. I think If 
you s.aould do that they can convince the people, "-ho are 
so strongly supporting them, of the fact that true 
normalcy can only be achieved by -melding to the plans 
o f f  e  r e d b v v o u ;)  e o o  1  e . 

i'iiouye; I had the same reeling, you said that the camp m ight be 
divided into two (that is the people). If you believe in 
peace, I sug;est that you consider  ]-"r.  Shimisu's -Ion. 
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Yamatani  e 11, a c ̂ or'": .la to 
vhic h  is  1 i 1.I le ove r 

ie  ve i or e: it  urn, 
hai;: .  I) rit the a a 

yooc and  s  one 
statu3 ouo. 

oo o •) le d idn ì  t  und e rs t<? nd 

v on 
3. o  t s 
the 

i r r  a 
/ere 

neanin 

,j  op  my ? 
none too 

of 

: itsuki  : "a  Intonarne ;ncl es;- irr  vor Irin., -;.  let e -ivo 'you e 
sample of sene of the opinions e  .  --r  es seel.  Mhore aro 
fa milies v-here four or five of their members are vorhin: 
in the mess. lost status :uo is abolished they rear that 
they may lose their jobs; such people voted for status 
quo, nurely from s selfish standpoint. 

Ino uve' On the other hand, there are people who lust became ti red 
of status cuo and ^oted a a net it, so you can't say very 
auc h. 

.-•a  itsu):i  -  Tvo boys came over lost nivht to beat me up. I  a?, ked  for 
their names ana told them,  "  If  ;  ou came to beat me up, 
why didn't you come during the cayt.i.ae. -aby has just 
yone to s  leep:  you  • i yht  valm her up. :l  äl  ter ''nJJ-'ln  ;  to 
the boys for a  lea; 1; thy  time, as cane to an understand  ina; 
and they assured ;e that since va vere all e  or kirr;  ''or a 
common cause, ¡.he-' ill be •-.-illin to support as. 

Inouyo* .e realize all the thin-s ou -»ecale are oin  *  through 
and have told the men in the  a  tockade that you >eople 
"ere vorhin e so h-;rd for the coma on roai. e are  * rs t 
as \ ; orried as you  -  eon1e are. 

y o r  r i :  '-I ov  e  v  e r  11.1 in- s  a on 11 a b- •  a ; • ; s  • \a  -> p e ri b y  a  c  c  i  •  e : 11. On 1 y
firm  de termination,  you can ;o  .. .he ad -,  other are, no. 

i th 

Shimizu:  Ven in the stockade commended and a-pre.cratee  -  our efforts. 
ye request that you solve the -problem from the root. At 
la a s t  tr; r  a pa  in. 

Akitsuki: let me say this. e don't want bo annoy the  J. -  panose 
Government any mora,  • 'e  knov that they have plenty on 
their hands. Let's try to solve our own  proa leas  vith 
our own hands.  V  eemus  t  fully realize that if vc fall this 
time, the vhole thin",  e- l 1  1 ;;o on a  s  tana-still. 

(At this tire, nr. Yamatani asked if the /••.en cor  Id  tell us 
more about the hunger strike.) 

'•''or  ri : The reason ehy ve vent on a hunyer strike  a as  because the 
Army boys stole our shirts, aioves, fountain pen, and 
even par  lie,  vhile ve stood out in the spov for about 
three "hours. I think the-- took about  a 1,000  rorth, of 
course, this is a ;uess. e.o ve too!:, an apreaaive stand 
and said that isn't it a shame for men of the Army, the 
most responsible men -aho are nov backing America in this 
war, to steal aeople's things and doesn'  t  i  •  spoil the 
history of  V. 5. They took an immediate retaliatory step-
by food. They thro- loaves of bread into tee  ; ate  — riving 
an attitude that bread and water vas  rood enoiv;h for us. 
This is the  fir at  tiae -'e had real  uni ty  within the stock-
ade. All vero very inc i nant, so I think there isn't a 
s in ale thin- that cannot b  -  fulfilled j.f one has \ strona 
xi  .11  a nd  d.e  te  r:  • i n  a t i  on. 

Inoive 

orr j. 

The vhole thin-;; 
for roll call. 

started  i us t  because we refuso-" to  a-  rear 

Chief reason, oi course, was because tvo men leu 
in  *  the roll cali. They  re  ree n»  t  lauyhinp et the 
callin.p the roll, but 'vere lauyhìny' at some aeri 
lo  ad  in p cartona of tabacco, I thinv.  The oc  -or. 
to ne extra s  ia 11  in stature and they vere .reali 
cai siyht iayiinp v'.th a -»ileè staci: of cartona 
attempi to load it. eli, iest  ae cause  these tv 
they vere  seyr" 1 yated  into anotaer tent. Thìs ha 
on the 30tì... e refi soci roll cali  un lo ss the so 
r  e  1  e  a  s  e  d .  T h  e  r  e i •  > o a, t he A r my  t  o o k  t  h ì s b ? »  e  a  e -
is  yood-  enou >;h-for-you  a. ttitude . 
Army men 

On the ölst, I 
•rave in and saie that if ve  a ape a -r or 

.hod O.ur-
offleer 

vho vere 
ha a  -ened 
y a comi-

in an 
o lauyhed 
-p. 1 ned 
t .o were 
nd-vater-

think, 
roll call 
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^ these two will be released and they vere released but as 
we 3aid before we were left out in the snow while the 
Array boys searched our entire barracks, and took many 
of our belon^in^s. On the 31st these two returned but 
we still refused to go out for roll call. The Army 
said,  !l All right, we have plenty of so ld iers .And they 
brought out some 300 soldiers so we had to :;o out for 
roll call. Our punishment continued to be bread and water. 

Inouyer As Japanese we couldn't just concede to the Army's m ean 
attitude like this so we took the same stand Let's not 
Eat. 

?'orri: Our strike ended on the 6th. Not a single person ate. 
We just managed  to  survive on water and salt. 

Yamatani; What caused you to ;;ive in finally? 

Torri: Wr. Hartman requested Tsuda for an interview. Tsuda came 
back and requested us to stop the strike and so  v, e did. 

Inouye? So you can readily see that the circumstances mad e it so 
hat we had to be united. We are so united, I don't 

think individual release would be nossible. 

Shimizu: If iWr. Inouye's plan is not feasible, see if y ou can ^et 
the Negotiating Committee out for certain number of hoars 
for the purpose, as I mentioned. 

Akitsuki; Whatever the liejOtiatin-j; Committee members have to say to 
the people, I surest that such should be written up. 

Interview ended at 3:45 p.m. 
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January 13, 19-14 

Date: d-nu ry 13, 1944 
Place: Ad. Did-. Ra. 23 
Tine: 1:35 p.m. 

Attendance: Detained Internees: Iloshiko,'I.Iorri, Shi nizu, Inouye, 
Eatayana, and ITakanoto 

Divisional responsible nen:  ' Akitsuki,' Ikemoto,  ICondo, 
Shinada, Yaiiatani, Zurukawa, 
Ilayecla,  Oleario to,  Ilaito, ITanekawa, 
and Uakao 

Shimada: ..a you 
c ernin. 

main ten-::nee of status -no existed. 
it, there were nany opinions 

Con-
exaiessed that it was 

just iaipossible to continue it; norcover, the release oí 
those detained was also impossible. On January 5, Dai-h yo 
3ha ICai was convened and an attendance of about ,":00 was 
shown but unfortunately the meeting v;as dissolved just 
because one responsible party did not show up. 

Then sone younp people wanted to work in the warehouse,' 
thereupon the division heads and foremen held a neetin p, 
at which tine they decided that we nust liquidate the 
status  n uO and simultaneously return to worh ns an initial 
step. 30j  I.Ir •  IC07.ur.13 was approached but he'had been picked 
up, and  lir •  Eataoka had resigned; therefore, the'only solu-
tion was to call all divisional workers top ether. After 
due discussion we concluded that divisional workers' opi-
nions be first obtained on the question—whether they 
do'jire return-to-work, which was, of course, affirnative . 
Subsequent to the workers 1 decision, we took referendun 
votes of all the colonists on the question of whether they 
were for or acainst the .maintenance of status quo. The 
results were asain successful as follows: 

V/ard Opposed blocks ?or 3ta' 
1 6 3 
o 5 4 
3 5 4 
4 3 Í 
5 7 2 r* Ü '�> i j 7 
7 • a 7 

35 20 

Total nunber of'ballots casted v/as 0941, 4393 opposed it» 
41.10 favored it, and there were 2a G blank votes. 

As a consequence the division heads net, discussed, and f inally 
decided that you people be approached and that we should mutually 
discuss and qive informations and suggestions pertainin g to this 
natter. "Je realize that the present incident started with " improve-
nent of livina; conditions" as the object, primarily, bu t wo thought 
that our efforts in trying to pet you people released from th e stock-
ade should be the preliminary step, prior to our ultinate obj ect. 
Therefore, we would like to report and qive informations on the pre-
sent condition of the camp and at the sane time hear you r side of 
the story—conditions and opinions in the stockade. 

Do you have any Questions? Can you pive us sone opinions o f the 
condition or the feelinps of the people within the stockade? 



Shinizu:  \!e received this notice so suddenly we didn't know where 
v/e -zero headina'for or what for. As for the feeling of t he people 
in the stockade, or policy of the stockade internees, we do not h ave 
an- answer. 3ven if we do eatress our opinion it nignt not co .ruorn 
to"the present condition of the can. , since the condition i s so dif-
ferent now f  7.  suppose• There are about people detained and #wnat-
ever vou request we can do or inforn the; 1.. If it 1:; personal opinion, 
we can give it to you but not any representative opinion. 

Yesterday about 10 Men cane in the stockade. All of their 
stories differ. Hack one had a different story to tell in a di ffer-
ent an-le. Some '/ere inwortant and sone very insignifican t reports. 
Results of the refer end uh vote—this is the first tine we hea rd 
about it. Although v/e had heard that referendum voting to ok place. 

It's so hard to answer your question since it's so abrupt. 

j. i-ij ̂ natani: 7e are not asking you to give a representing opinio n.  T./e 
would like you to hear what we have to say and wo would also like to 
nsh von for"  * rour  Person:! opinion.  "Je were so worried about you 
weo Ae in the stockade that wo always'hoped to t m to pot you r re-
lease as soon as possible. Therefore, we would like to have your 
frank and sincere*opinion. In this way we hope to pet a full  clear 
una erst andin p. .  v 

3hini.su: In reality we have nany things misconstrued; th at is, 
regarding the condition of the earn. This is ny true feeling. It 
is hard to tell which.of the stories reported is the legiti mate 
one, so we  have "to just imagine and guess. There are amy things 
that we nay have nis under stood because of that. Vie have not hing to 
do but just'eat three tines a day which causes us to just d o a lot 
of thinking, pood and bad. 

Yanatani: In regard to the hunger strihe,'v/e wont to be able to pet 
a more accurate aicture of it; for e::anple, the actual pha se of it. 
\Je hope'to avoid" many worries which, the people have been g oing 
through, 

Ghinada: Colonists arc so worried after hearinp so nuch abou t the 
hunger strike. 

Akitsuki: Day before, o. Chronicle had a large headline a bout the 
hunger'strike» In that article, an iten appeared statin g that as a 
result, death tool: place. 

Shimisu:  .  Of course, wrine notive of the hunger strike was one'way 
of trving to clear uo the incident io the center; they though t, 
because negotiations"with the authorities had failed, the re was no 
alternative. Anong the nen within the stockade, sons were tr ans-
ferred to other tents just because they laughed or talked to o much, 
we couldn't tell what was what. On the/gist, I think, we had to 
stand in the snow for about three hours. "Jithin that period, the 
Amy*got into the barracks and sone of our belongings were st olen by 
then. Thm-or strike was caused by this. You see the .amy took  a 
cruel st -nd -bread-and-arator attitude. The'strike cont inued for 
about a week, bat it didn't affect any lives. 

.„0 to the restoration of noma  Icy  to the Center, our ideas, 
were'in co  raon,  inasmuch as this is already an international inci-
dent, wo felt"that we should not do anything for which we nay l ater 
be ashaned of. The attitude or the desire of the stock. de inte rnees 
is that they want to return to Japan and therefore, there 's no reason 
why further international incidents should be created. 

.Ikitsuki: At night the la •;o out around 9 o'clock, is that right? 

3hinizu: It's a regulation but it's not strictly followed . 

Akitsuki: I would like to ascertain this, when the lights a re 
bright everyone does not feel nuch but when they go out sone men 
sense the misery very deeply, is that right? 
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Inouye: Silly question like that should not be asked. 

As to the lights, it's not strictly ordered, but it's 
their desire to have us go to sleep and rise early, 

Shimada:. As you know, we wanted to ask you for your opinion s ince 
f)ad ,  t h e  Japanese.are compelled to take sides and 

fight each other, win oh nay be possible after analv Zin- t*e refer-" 
endum results. 7/e were misunderstood because of the refere ndum; î  
spite of it, with full determination, we are trying to tack le this" 
problem. It is our desire, if possible, to get a fuller und erstand-
ing, I believe and trust that even within the stockade, there are 
people who have the same feelings as we have. If we .*et ̂ our p er-
sonal opinion, I think we can go ahead with confidence and per haps 
solve the problem more peacefully. 

Inouye: As one of the residents, we have put our reliance and  full 
responsibility to the Negotiating Committee, I think it's n ot the 
proper time to be expressing our personal opinion. 

we Shimada: But we only felt that by conferring with you r )eo ple v 
might be able to find some friendly way out. -  *  x 

Inouye:  Vie didn't come into the stockade  '  just because we wanted to: 
we came inhere because we were picked up. Many times negotiat ions 
with tne Administration were transacted but was rejected e ach time. 
U e was pointing out to the release of those detained) 

Shimada: Divisional heads are just working with this sincer e motive-
release' 1,11 C e n t e r  normalcy and at the same time try to get your 

At this time, Mr. Shimada read the Statement Printed by the 
Committee.  A J 

Shimada: Even though improvement of living condition may have been 
trie primary object of the Negotiating Committee, we thoug ht it'more 
important and humanly to work on the release of those detaine d, since 
some are so worried. Recently a woman, whose husband is detained, 
tola me onat tneir chief object in coming into this center w as 
because tney wanted to return to Japan and she certain!" d oesn't 
want co leave her husband here—dead. 

and does no 
Doing the same old thing over and over again in vain did 
t bring results, so we decided to take the initiative. 

ITaito  :  The reason why we started such a movement was because some 

were more or less sup-
accomplishments 

Q'-

ooys wno were working m the warehouse were working under < *reat 
restraint and risk. Another was because—well, I've been af filiated 

K a i f o r ' t h e  ? Lir P° se o f  studying public opinions, 
comidentially, oecause, m the first Place, I did not hea rtily 
approve of the attitude of the Dai-hyo Sha. However, ina smuch as 
I and che members of the Seinen Kai had signed the petition g iving 
full responsibility to the Dai-hyo Sha authorizing them to negotiate 
and solve the existing situation, we did not take"an aggres sive stand 
in iact tne members numbering somewhat 500 
pressed not to take any drastic steps even if the 
of the Dai-hyo Sha provoked and aggravated them. Dai-hvo Sha  if 
they possessed any true Japanese spirit, should have di sbanded a 
long Lime ago. I therefore suggested that a resolution be a re-oared-
uhat is, a resolution for returning back to work; selectio n^of^ano-' 
ther responsible political group put the resolution to vo te—secret 
ballots, abandon the existence of the Dai-hyo Sha; and final lv 
-oster the true Japanese spirit and base all our future ide as^as a 
gentlemanly Japanese would. 

Shimizu: Practically all the blocks are represented in thi s stock-
a d e . I f possible, we would like to inform them of the atti tude of 
the camp residents ask for their opinion, and then meet wit h you 
people again. As I said before,'all ideas of various block r epre-
sentatives vary, so as it is now, we can't say definitely wh at"'their 



;;oncr- 1 opinion is. I'll tell "on vhet we can do, however , vc 'U 
compile the opinions of  the interne cs  and  then meet with you ac^in. 

3hiaada: I thin. 1:  mo can •-ct permission. There are rumors dissemi-
nating  •  Ithin  the camp that the placo is on the vcrpo of o::plosion; 
in s'oite of it, our determination is firm.  'Je don't  Iziov what's ' 
poinp to happen to us. 7e can't be afraid of the pressure pro ups, 
otherwise nothinp can be accomplished. 

In o uye: Administration plan to first pet rid of  "the  status quo ' 
r.nd then et on with the release of  the' detained.  In other  nor da, 
it means that unless status nuo is pone, our release will be out 
of cuestión. 

IPr. oil  in:-,  da then read the report of the Spanish Consul and 
c or.men  t ed a s f  oilow  s : 

Singlada: You can see that even the'Spanish Consul will no t attenpt 
to pet himself nixed up in politics, statinp that his juri sdiction 
implies ónlp to the livinp condition'of those people who  viere borñ 
in Japan.* There is no other'way out, but'to settle the probl em by 
ourselves. 'Isn't this ripht,  I Jr.  Shinisu, you were there when the 
Consul carie, weren't you? 

Shinizu: Yes. Dai-hyo 3ha also net the Spanish Consul before noon 
at that tine, puestions were raised and the answers wore the sane; 
that the duties of the Consul are restricted only to the con ditions 
of the eemp in conformity with the International treaties, a nd that 
he has nothinp to do with the present incident. 

Yam tan i: As the result of the  referen dun,  various divisional respon 
sib'le  T men pot  top ether  and tried to thrash out á procedure for this 
return-to-worl:  no  venen t and this was the result. Pvery department 
will"have'  Japanese heads with a Caucasian in the supervisory posi-
tion. As, for example, the Co-op, all heads are Japanese Wit h one 
Caucasian" supervisor,  Mr.. Ilclleil, and in the  lie a 3 Division, the 
Chief, Mr. Yayward, will lisvg a Japanese chief steward and under 
the  J.-.-, no so  will be two or three assistants. If there aré any 
complaints, it will be settled añonp the Japanese stewards. If the' 
complaint is too complicated, Mr. Hay ward will then tal:e c are of it. 
Various division heads \iill be Japanese and Caucasians will only 
assume the positions of supervisors. This plan should be pe rmanent; 
Mr. Silver t home will draft it and later Director  I Iyer  will sipn it, 
I understand. 

Incidentally the nene of the project will no loñper be 
Tule Laice Peprepation Center, but -Jill be Tule Lahe Can ter. 

Anyway please inform the people in the stochade as to the 
how and why we came about to taho the referendum vote. 

Ha i to: P re have no desire whatsoever to disregard you detained people 

Yanatani: It is our desire only to hear the opinion of the peo ple 
in  'the 's  toe hade even thou pp. they may consider our flan advisabl e 
or not. 

The interview ended at  ..  :50 

Respectful.lp submitted, 

/s/ I!. I wo ha ra 
Peeretar.7 Tro Tom 


