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CHAPTER V I I  

THE ROLE OF COLLEGE STUDENT RELOCATI ON I N THE 
DI SPERSI ON OP THE NI SEI  

Di sper s i on of  Ni sei  i n var i ous sect i ons of  t he Uni t ed St at es , 

wi t h t he accompanyi ng dec l i ne of  J apanese i ns t i t ut i ons and segr e-

gat ed communi t i es , i s one of  t he most  s i gni f i c ant  consequences of  

t he evacuat i on pr ocess . I n spi t e of  t he demonst r at ed ass i mi l a-

t i on of  t he Ni sei  gener at i on, t he concent r at i on of  J apanese i n 

communi t i es on t he Pac i f i c Coast  has caused di s t r us t  on t he par t  

of  "many Caucas i ans , and has r et ar ded t he ass i mi l at i on of  many 

Amer i can bor n J apanese. 

The mi gr at i on of  t he Ni s ei  dur i ng Wor l d War  I I  was i n mar ked 

cont r ast  wi t h t he movement  of  Chi nese, Negr oes , and Mexi cans i nt o 

t he i ndus t r i al  mi d- West  and Eas t , Wher eas , i n t he l at t er  c ases , 

t he unsk i l l ed and l ower  economi c l ev el s , or  at  t he bes t , a cr oss-

sect i on of  a mi nor i t y gr oup mi gr at ed, i n t he case of  t he J apanese 

Amer i cans , t he hi ghl y ass i mi l at ed non- compet i t i ve co l l ege gr oup 

wer e t he mi gr ant s . At  t he cl ose of  t he spr i ng t er m of  1943, t her e 

wer e 1671 r el ocat ed Ni sei  l i v i ng i n col l ege communi t i es .  ̂

1. For  t he or i gi n of  t he 1671 r el ocat ed st udent s i n t er ms of  sel f -
evacuees , W. C . C . A . and W. R . A . , see Tabl e X I I I  i n t hi s chapt er . 



133 

Si x hundr ed and t hi r t y of  t h i s number  wer e st udent s al r eady i n 

East er n school s or  sel f - evacuees f r om t he Pac i f i c Coast  who had 

t r ans f er r ed t o ot her  c o l l eges , whi l e t he ot her  1041 wer e r el ocat ed 

f r om ei t her  t he assembl y or  r el ocat i on cent er s . The ext r emel y 

hi gh pr opor t i on of  co l l ege st udent s amon g t he newl y di sper sed 

J apanese i s shown when t hi s f i gur e of  1671 i s compar ed t o t he 

t ot al  of  onl y 7600 i ndi v i dual s of  a l l  c l as s i f i c at i ons ( i nc l udi ng 

s t udent s ) who had been c l ear ed by t he mi l i t ar y aut hor i t i es f o r  

l eav i ng t he cent er s by Apr i l  28, 1943. 2 A year  l at er  t he t o t al  

number  of  st udent s r el ocat ed f r om t he camps had r i sen t o 2886, 

maki ng a t ot al  of  3516 i ndi v i dual s of  J apanese ancest r y enr o l l ed 

I n 529 non- Pac i f i c Coast  i ns t i t ut i ons of  hi gher  l ear n i ng. 5 

An exami nat i on of  t he r eset t l ement  f i gur es f or  s t at es havi ng 

t he l ar gest  number  of  f or mer  evacuees shows t hat , as l at e as 

May 1943, a hi gh pr opor t i on of  J apanese r es i dent s wer e col l ege 

s t udent s . I n a f ew st at es t he number  of  Ni s ei  col l ege st udent s 

was gr eat er  t han t he t ot al  number  of  W.R .A . evacuees . Thi s 

appar ent  di sc r epancy , of  cour se, i s due t o t he f ac t  t hat  some 

of  t he col l ege gr oup had never  l i ved i n ei t her  assembl y or  r e-

l ocat i on c ent er s . I n 1943, t hi r t y - ei ght  per  cent  of  t he Ni s ei  

st udent s i n col l eges and uni ver s i t i es wer e non- evacuees or  wer e 

per sons who had l ef t  t he West  Coast  bef or e t he ban on t r avel  was 

i s sued; si xt y- t wo per  cent  of  t he st udent  gr oup was r el ocat ed f r om 

2. Manzanar  F r ee Pr ess , J une 5, 1943. Many of  t hose i ndi cat ed as 
c l ear ed f or  t r avel  had not  l ef t  t he cent er s by Apr i l  28t h. 

3. Repor t  o f ' t he J apanese Amer i can St udent  Rel ocat i on Counc i l , 
J une 15, 1944. 
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t he c ent er s . 

The s i gni f i c anc e of  t he Ni sei  di sper s i on l i es i n t he f ac t  

t hat  i n many communi t i es and i n some whol e s t at es more t han hal f  

of  t he new i mmi gr ant s wer e co l l ege s t udent s . I n t he Uni t ed St at es 

i n gener al  t he r at i o of  col l ege or  uni ver s i t y st udent s t o t he t ot al  

4 

popul at i on i s 1- 100. Al t hough t he pr opor t i on of  col l ege age 

peopl e i n t he J apanese Amer i can popul at i on i s h i gh, t he pec ul i ar i t y 

of  t he r eset t l ement  pat t er n i s due t o t he admi ni s t r at i ve pr ogr am, 

whi ch r el eased st udent s i n gr eat er  number  t han i t  r el eased t he 

gener al  popul at i on. The wi l l i ngnes s of  t he col l ege Ni sei  t o br eak 

wi t h t he J apanese communi t y i ns t i t ut i ons , t hei r  des i r e t o be f ur t her  

as s i mi l at ed, t hei r  l oose t i es t o any par t i c ul ar  ar ea, and t hei r  

s t at us as Amer i can c i t i zens ar e a l l  f ac t or s i n t hei r  bei ng r e-

set t l ed f i r s t . I n addi t i on t her e was an or gani zed st udent  r e-

l ocat i on movement  wi t h schol ar shi ps and communi t y accept ance awai t -

i ng t hem. 

Tabl e I X shows t he compar i son of  Ni s ei  col l ege st udent s and 

t he t ot al  number  of  evacuees i n t wel ve s t at es r ecei v i ng J apanese 

Amer i can wor ker s and s t udent s . 

4. U . S . Of f i ce of  Educat i on 1940 r epor t  l i s t s 1, 350, 055 st udent s 
i n 1670 col l eges i n 1938. 
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Tabl e I X. Compar i son of  St udent  Ni sei  and t he Tot al  Number  of  
Rel ocat ed Evacuees by Cer t ai n St at es , May 1945. 

St at e Evacuees Rel ocat ed Ni sei  Col l ege 

Pr om W. R . A . P r o j ec t s * St udent s# 

I l l i no i s 742 102 
Co l o r ado . . . . 651 220 
I daho 348 65 
Ut ah 286 228 
Mi nnesot a 226 44. 
Wyomi ng , . 185 47 

!owa under  100 61 
Mi ssour i  under  100 108 
Nebr aska under  100 136 
New Yor k under  100 62 
Ohi o under  100 82 
P enns y l v an i a . . . . under  100 47 

*Compi l ed f r om f i gur es r el eased by t he as of  Apr i l  26 1943 
and publ i shed i n t he Manzanar  Fr ee Pr ess . J une 5. 1945, 

# F i gur es f r om t he Di r ec t or y of  Amer i can St udent s ?of  J apanese 
Ances t r y , J une 19 5̂7 ~ 1 

Some measur e of  t he scope of  t he di sper s i on i s gi ven i n t he 

r egi onal  di s t r i but i on of  Ni s ei  st udent s i n 19455 as cont r ast ed 

¿y 

t o 1941. I n t he Rocky Mount ai n St at es t he number  of  st udent s 

of  J apanese ancest r y i ncr eased f r om 75 t o 556 and i n t he adj acent  

mi d- West  St at es t he i ncr ease was f r om 119 t o 655. Appr oxi mat el y 

s i x per  cent  of  t he Ni s ei  at t endi ng co l l eges i n 1941 sel ec t ed 

i ns t i t ut i ons i n t hese t wo ar eas . Two year s l at er  over  80 per  

cent  of  t he Ni sei  i n col l eges wer e r es i di ng i n t hese s t at es . 

5. Di r ec t or y of  Amer i can St udent s of  J apanese Ancest r y J une 1945 
6 O f  J S t a t e s 

1941,' J apanese St udent s ' Chr i s t i an As s oc i at i on, New Yor k . 
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The gr eat est  change occur r ed i n t he Pac i f i c Coast  St at es and 

Ar i zona wher e t he t o t al  number  of  Ni sei  decr eased f r om 3190 t o 

51. P r ac t i cal l y a l l  i ns t i t ut i ons of  c o l l egi at e l evel  i n t he f our  

s t at es wer e i n t he r es t r i c t ed zone wi t h t he except i on of  t he 

col l eges of  east er n Washi ngt on. 

Al t hough t he t hr ee ot her  sec t i ons of  t he Uni t ed St at es by 

1943 show i ncr eases of  f r om t wo t o s i x t i mes as many Ni s ei  

st udent s as i n 1941, t he number  mi gr at i ng t o t he At l ant i c sea-

boar d and t he Gul f  s t at es was r el at i v el y smal l . A number  of  

f ac t or s can account  f or  t h i s . On t he par t  of  t he s t udent s t her e 

was a f ear  of  a new evacuat i on f r om t he ar eas al ong t he East  

c oas t , an unwi l l i ngness t o move t oo f ar  away f r om t he r el ocat i on 

pr o j ec t s . Because of  t he col or  l i ne i n t he Sout h, t her e was a 

mar ked hes i t ancy on t he par t  of  many of  t he st udent s t o be r e-

l ocat ed i n t hat  ar ea, The maj or i t y of  t hose vent ur i ng i nt o t he 

Sout h sel ec t ed Nor t h Car o l i na, Tennessee, and Texas because of  

t hei r  r epor t ed pr ogr ess i n r ace r el at i ons . Mi gr at i on t o t he 

east er n i ns t i t ut i ons was hel d up by t he d i f f i c u l t y of  gover n-

ment al  agenc i es i n c l ear i ng col l eges i n t hat  ar ea f o r  admi ss i on 

of  evacuees . Dur i ng 1944, however , t he st udent s wer e at t r ac t ed 

t o bot h t he Sout h and t he East  by t he excel l ent  r ecept i on accor ded 

t he f i r s t  mi gr ant s . 

The ext ent  of  t he di sper s i on of  t he col l ege Ni s ei  i s shown by 

t he r espec t i ve number  of  co l l ege st udent  bodi es havi ng second 

gener at i on J apanese i n 1941, 1943, and 1944. Bef or e Pear l  Har bor  

t her e wer e 93 col l eges out s i de t he P ac i f i c Coast  s t at es enr o l l i ng 

Ni s ei , by J une 1943 t he number  had r i sen t o 271, by Febr uar y 1944 
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t he number  was 430 and by J une 1944, 529 i ns t i t ut i ons of  hi gher  

l ear ni ng r epor t ed Ni sei  i n at t endance. The r egi onal  di s t r i but i on 

of  t hese i ns t i t ut i ons i s shown i n Tabl e X . 

Tabl e X. Number  of  I ns t i t ut i ons i n Whi ch Ni s ei  wer e i n At t endance 
i n 1941, 1943 and 1944 by Reg i ons . 

Regi on December  J une Febr uar y 

1941 1943 1944 

Tot al  Uni t ed S t a t es . . . 186 279 489 

Pac i f i c Coast  St at es 88 10 14 
Rocky Mt . St at es 11 35 47 
Mi d- West  St at es 45 135 253 

Sout her n St at es 9 33 59 
Mi d- At l ant i c St at es 22 49 87 
New Engl and St at es 11 17 29 

»Compi l ed f r om t he 1941 and 1945 Di r ec t or i es of  Amer i can St udent s 
of  J apanese Ancest r y and t he J une 1,1944-  r el ease of  t he N. J . A . S . R . C 

Al t hough t he 1944 r egi onal  f i gur es on t he t ot al  number  of  

st udent s i n each ar ea have not  been r el eas ed, t he t r end begun i n 

1943 has gai ned momentum i n t he l ast  year  and one ha l f . Th i s i s 

evi denced by t he gr owt h i n t he number  of  co l l eges enr o l l i ng Ni s e i . 

I n 1941 92. 2 per  cent  of  t he second gener at i on i n col l ege wer e 

at t endi ng i ns t i t ut i ons i n t he Pac i f i c Coast  s t at es , t wo year s l at er  

t hi s number  was l ess t han f our  per  c ent . The cont r ast  i n t he 

di sper s i on of  Ni sei  col l ege st udent s out s i de t he r es t r i c t ed ar eas 

of  Cal i f o r n i a. Or egon, Washi ngt on, and Ar i zona i n t he year s 1941 

and 1943 i s shown i n Char t  I I . Wi t h f ew except i ons t he co l l ege 

Ni s ei  set t l ed i n gr oups of  l ess t han a dozen i n communi t i es wher e 
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sponsor i ng agenc i es wer e secur ed bef or e t hei r  ar r i v al . The 

gener al  pi c t ur e of  t he r egi onal  di s t r i but i on of  t hese st udent s i s 

gi ven i n Tabl e X I . 

Tabl e X I . Regi onal  Di s t r i but i on of  Col l ege Ni sei  i n 1941 and 1943. * 

Regi on 1941 1943 Per  Cent  of  
1941 Tot al  

Per  Cent  of  
1943 Tot al  

Change i n 
Per  Cent  

Tot al  Uni t ed St at es . . . . 3461 1484 100.0 100.0 00. 0 

Pac i f i c Coast  S t a t e s . . . . , . 3190 51 92.2 3. 4 87. 9 

556 2.1 38. 2 36. 6 

Mi d- West  St at es 633 3.4 42.7 38.4 

74 0. 3 4. 9 4. 5 

Mi d- At l ant i c St at es . 123 1.4 8. 3 6. 6 

New Engl and St at es 20 37 0. 6 2. 5 1. 8 

*Comoar i son of  1941 and 1943 Di r ec t or i es of  Amer i can St udent s of  J apanese 

Ances t r y . 

St udent  r el ocat i on began wi t h Gener al  DeWi t t 's announcement  

t hat  mass evacuat i on of  al l  J apanese and t hei r  Amer i can bor n chi l d-

r en was i mmi nent .7 Col l ege admi ni s t r at or s and per sonnel  o f f i -

c i a l s , f o l l owi ng t he l eader shi p of  Pr es i dent s Lee Paul  Si eg of  

Washi ngt on and Rober t  G. Spr oul  of  Cal i f o r n i a, wr ot e t hei r  col -

l eagues i n t he non- r est r i c t ed zones on behal f  of  t hei r  Ni sei  

s t udent s . Regi s t r ar s and deans i n many i nst ances gave up vaca-

t i on t i me t o as s i s t  i n eval uat i on of  st udent s f or  r el oc at i on. 

Wi t h t wo exc ept i ons , ever y one of  t he sevent y- seven col l eges i n 

t he r es t r i c t ed ar ea wi t h Ni s ei  on t hei r  r o l l s f ur ni shed t r ansc r i pt s 

7. Rober t  W. O'Br i en, "St udent  Rel o c at i o n", Common y ôund, V o l . I l l , 

No. 4, pp. 73- 78. ' 
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wi t hout  f ees . 

Thr ee conf er ences mar ked t he begi nni ng of  t he St udent  Rel oca-

t i on Counc i l . The f i r s t  hel d i n mi d- Mar ch, 1942 at  t he Uni ver s i t y 

of  Cal i f o r ni a set  up a c l ear i ng house t o coor di nat e t he ef f o r t s 

of  t he l ocal  campus r el ocat i on commi t t ees. Si x weeks l at er  t he 

Pac i f i c Coast  del egat es t o t he Conf er ence of  For ei gn St udent  Ad-

v i sor s at  Cl evel and pr esent ed t he pr obl em of  t he Ni s ei  t o t hei r  

eas t er n, sout her n, and mi d- west er n c o l l eagues . The r esul t  of  

t hese pr el i mi nar y ef f o r t s was t he i mmedi at e sel f - evacuat i on of  

some 216 st udent s t o 29 di f f er ent  i ns t i t ut i ons . The maj or i t y wer e 

pl aced bef or e vol unt ar y evacuat i on was hal t ed, al t hough some wer e 

gi ven t r avel  per mi t s af t er  Mar ch 29. 

The t hi r d and most  i mpor t ant  conf er ence was hel d i n Chi cago 

May 29, when Cl ar ence P i cket t  of  t he Amer i can F r i ends ' Ser v i ce 

Commi t t ee, at  t he r equest  of  J ohn J . McCl oy, Ass i s t ant  Sec r et ar y 

of  War , cal l ed t oget her  educat or s , r epr esent at i ves of  or gani za-

t i ons deal i ng wi t h st udent  pl acement , and o f f i c i a l s f r om t he 

i nt er es t ed gover nment  agenc i es t o f or m t he Nat i onal  J apanese Amer -

can St udent  Rel ocat i on Counc i l . Local  commi t t ees f r om t he Pac i f i c 
t o-

Coast /get her  wi t h t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League pl aced 

t hei r  f ac i l i t i es at  t he di s pos al  of  t he new or gani zat i on. Mi l t on 

S. Ei senhower , t hen Di r ec t or  of  t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y , 

des i gnat ed t he N . J . A . S . R . C . as t he o f f i c i a l  agency f or  t he r eset t l e-

ment  of  col l ege s t udent s . The Counc i l  was di v i ded i nt o t wo sect i ons 

t he Phi l adel phi a o f f i c e was t o f i nd co l l ege openi ngs and r ai s e 

schol ar shi p money; t he west er n o f f i c es i n Ber k el ey , Los Angel es , 
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Por t l and, and Seat t l e wer e t o assembl e i nf or mat i on about  t he 

s t udent s . 

Dur i ng t he mont h of  J une an el abor at e ques t i onnai r e was pr e-

par ed and admi ni s t er ed t o 2166 st udent s i n assembl y and r el ocat i on 

c ent er s . 8 Repr esent at i ves of  t he Counc i l  v i s i t ed each of  t he 

camps t o expl ai n t he pr ogr am i n det a i l , and t o i nt er v i ew t he 

c andi dat es . 

Tabul at i on of  t he f i r s t  994 schedul es showed t hat  t wo- t hi r ds 

of  t hose wi shi ng t o cont i nue t hei r  educat i on wer e mal es , and t hat  

t he pr eponder ance of  them, want ed s pec i al i zed wor k i n medi c i ne, 

bus i nes s , and engi neer i ng. Thi s conf i r med t he st udy made ear l i er  

at  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Washi ngt on wher e 18 per cent  sel ec t ed econ-

omi cs, 17 per  cent  engi neer i ng, and 21 per  cent  t he medi cal  s c i enc es , 

A compar i son of  t he sur veys made at  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Washi ngt on 

and t he r et ur ns f r om t he f i r s t  994 schedul es of  t he N . J . A . S . R . C . 

i s gi ven i n Tabl e X I I . 

By J u l y , t he f i r s t  quest i onnai r es t oget her  wi t h l et t er s of  

r ef er ence and hi gh school  and col l ege t r ansc r i pt s wer e r eady f o r  

anal ys i s by counsel or s and col l ege per sonnel  o f f i c i a l s . Consi der -

at i on was gi ven t o t he quest i ons of  pr o f ess i onal  goal s , spec i al  

i nt er est  or  t a l ent s , evi dence of  s oc i al  adj ust ment  t o bot h Cau-

cas i ans and J apanese, degr ee of  mat ur i t y , and sense of  s oc i al  

r es pons i bi l i t y t owar d t he J apanese communi t y and Amer i can l i f e 

i n gener al . When a st udent  r ecei ved a hi gh r at i ng f r om an anal yst  

8. Quest i onnai r es and schedul es appear  i n Appendi x P . 
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Tabl e X I I . Compar i son of  Uni ver s i t y of  Washi ngt on Sur vey of  Ni sei  
St udent s and St udent  Rel ocat i on Sur vey of  Pac i f i c Coast  
Ni sei  i n Rel at i on t o Academi c St andi ng and Cour se of  
St udy by Per  Cent . 

Cl ass or  Cour se Uni ver s i t y of  Pac i f i c Coast # 
of  St udy Washi ngt on* 

Cl ass 
Hi gh school  gr aduat e 00 23 
Col l ege under gr aduat e 96 67 
Post - gr aduat e 04 i o 

Cour se of  St udy 

M edicine-Nursing-Pharmacy.. . . 21 25 
Gener al - L i ber al  Ar t s 26 19 
E c o n o mi c s . . . . . 18 17 
Engineer ing. . 17 7̂ 
F i ne Ar t s 03 07 
Soc i al  Sc i ence 08 05 
Agr i cul t ur e 11 0 5 
Home Economi cs 07 04 
Theol ogy 00 o i  

*Dat a f r om sur vey of  244 Uni ver s i t y of  Washi ngt on Ni s ei  f ac i ng 
evacuat i on and wi shi ng t o cont i nue t hei r  educat i on i n pr ef er r ed 
f i e l ds , Apr i l  8, 1942. 

#Dat a t abul at ed f r om t he f i r s t  994 compl et ed schedul es of  t he 
N . J . A . S . R . C . (Appendi x P of  t hi s t hes i s ) by J ul y 24 1942 at  
Ber kel ey o f f i c e . 

he was mat ched wi t h a col l ege openi ng and t ent at i vel y accept ed, 

pendi ng t he i nves t i gat i on of  hi s l oyal t y by a des i gnat ed gover n-

ment  agency .  ̂

Those whose composi t e r at i ng, based on scho l ar shi p and t he 

above- ment i oned f ac t o r s , pl aced t hem i n t he hi ghes t  15 per  cent  

wer e f i r s t  cons i der ed f o r  t he openi ngs avai l abl e i n t he f a l l  

9. F el i c e K l au, "Enemy Ci t i zens ", Thr esho l d, Vo l . 3 No. 2 
December  1942, pp. 29- 31. ' ' 
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t er m. 1 0 The schol as t i c r ecor ds of  t he f i r s t  f i ve hundr ed st udent s 

t hus pr ocessed and r el ocat ed have been t abul at ed and show a gr ade 

poi nt  aver age of  3. 3 (B+�) i n t hei r  f i r s t  y ear 's wor k on t he new 

campus.- ^1 Thi s woul d i ndi cat e not  onl y car ef ul  sel ec t i on of  

s t udent s , but  a hi gh degr ee of  adj ust ment  t o a new envi r onment  

at  a t i me when t hei r  f ami l i es wer e wi t hi n t he r el ocat i on c ent er s . 

Many of  t he openi ngs car r i ed denomi nat i onal  l i mi t at i ons or  

pr ef er ences , r es t r i c t i ons as t o s ex, c l ass s t andi ng, cur r i cul a 

av ai l abl e, l egal  r es i denc e, and f i nanc i al  s t at us . Sc ho l ar shi p ai d 

i n t he f or m of  r emi ss i on of  f ees , wor k oppor t uni t i es , and f i nanc i al  

gr ant s f r om c o l l eges , and i ndi v i dual s , and chur ch boar ds , and t he 

Wor l d St udent  Ser vi ce Fund r eached a t ot al  of  over  ¡§ 200,000, 

Ass i s t ance f or  t he r eset t l ed st udent s has come not  onl y f r om 

t he f oundat i ons , c o l l eges , and chur ch boar ds , but  t he evacuee 

communi t i es have as s i s t ed par ent s and st udent s t o secur e bet t er  

educat i onal  oppor t uni t i es . At  t he Topaz (Ut ah) Cent er , f or  exampl e, 

one hundr ed do l l ar s was gi ven t o each of  t he 31 gr aduat es of  t he 

Rel ocat i on Cent er  Hi gh School  i n 1943 t o ai d t hem i n t hei r  quest  f or  

hi gh educ at i o n . 12 At  f our  ot her  r el ocat i on cent er s (Gr anada, 

Post on I , Post on I I I , and Hear t  Mount ai n) schol ar shi p f unds amount -

i ng t o over  one t housand dol l ar s each have been r ai sed year l y by 

t he r es i dent s f or  use of  t he l ocal  hi gh school  gr aduat es who wi sh 

10. Mar gar et  Cosgr ave, "Rel ocat i on of  Amer i can- J apanese St udent s ," 
J our nal  of  t he Amer i can Assoc i at i on of  Co l l egi at e Regi s t r ar s . 
Vo l . 18, No. 3, Apr i l  1943, pp. 221- 6. 

11. Compi l ed f r om t he gr ade r epor t s of  t he f i r s t  f i v e hundr ed 
st udent s t o be r el ocat ed by t he N . J . A . S . R . C . on f i l e at  t he 
Counc i l 's o f f i c e i n Phi l adel phi a. 

12. Fr om Camp t o Co l l ege. N . J . A . S . R . C . , J une 1945, p. 10. 
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t o cont i nue t hei r  st udy out s i de t he r el ocat i on c ent er s . 

Admi ni s t r at i ve expenses of  t he St udent  Rel ocat i on Counc i l  have 

been under wr i t t en by f our t een denomi nat i onal  gr oups , r epr esent i ng 

t he maj or  r el i gi ous f ai t hs i n t he Uni t ed St at es , who have j o i ned 

wi t h t he F r i ends and t he Car negi e Fund and t he Col umbi a Foundat i on 

i n t hi s pr o j ec t . I t  i s of  soc i o l ogi c al  s i gni f i c anc e t hat  l eader s 

i n t he Pr ot es t ant , Roman Cat ho l i c , and J ewi sh r el i gi ons wer e al l  

wi l l i ng t o suppor t  a movement  t o pr ovi de educat i onal  oppor t uni t i es 

f or  a r ac i al  mi nor i t y whi ch was under  pr essur e i n t i me of  war . 

Par al l el i ng t he s t r uct ur e of  s t udent  r el ocat i on out s i de t he 

cent er s was t he i ns t i t ut i onal i zat i on of  t he movement  wi t hi n t he 

pr o j ec t s . I n each of  t he assembl y cent er s and r el ocat i on pr o j ec t s 

col l ege counc i l s and st udent  r el ocat i on commi t t ees wer e f or med. 

I n some cases t hey ser ved as t he r al l y i ng poi nt  f or  t hose who had 

hopes of  r eset t l ement  out s i de. When t he pr o- Axi s gr oup demonst r at -

ed at  Manzanar  t he st udent  r el ocat i on commi t t ee was one of  i t s 

t ar get s as shown i n Chapt er  V . 

I n some i nst ances t he col l ege counc i l s car r i ed on a mul t i pl i -

c i t y of  ac t i v i t i es . At  Gr anada t he counc i l  under  t he l eader shi p 

of  t wo under gr aduat es , Shozo Oni k i  of  U . C . L . A . and Kenj i  Okuda 

of  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Washi ngt on, cont r i but ed gr eat l y t o keepi ng up 

t he mor al e and l oyal t y of  t he ent i r e pr o j ec t . Bes i des hel pi ng 

st udent s wi t h vocat i onal  and educat i onal  gui danc e, t he counc i l  set  

up a l i br ar y of  co l l ege newspaper s so t hat  s t udent s coul d become 

f ami l i ar  wi t h i ns t i t ut i ons out s i de t he West er n Def ense Command. 

At  f r equent  i nt er val s t he counc i l  pr ovi ded out s i de speaker s whose 

f unc t i on was t o hel p make Gr anada an i nt egr at ed par t  of  t he Amer i can 
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scene. On weekends t he st udent s or gani zed deput at i on t eams, and 

went  f r om t he pr oj ec t  t o near by chur ches , ser v i ce c l ubs , and 

chamber s of  commer ce t o show t hei r  nei ghbor s t hat  Ni sei  ar e t hor -

oughl y ass i mi l at ed Amer i cans . At  t he Manzanar  pr oj ec t  t he counc i l  

was i nst r ument al  i n secur i ng t he est abl i shment  of  a j uni or  col l ege 

on t he pr oj ect  gr ounds f o r  t hose st udent s wi t h i ns uf f i c i ent  f unds 

f or  r eset t l ement  out s i de. Manzanar  J uni or  Col l ege opened J anuar y 18, 

1943, as t he f i r s t  acc r edi t ed i ns t i t ut i on i n t he Uni t ed St at es wi t h 

a maj or i t y of  Ni sei  f ac ul t y member s and wi t h an al l  J apanese st udent  

body . I t  ended i t s f i r s t  t er m wi t h sevent y f ul l - t i me st udent s 

whose wor k i n t went y di f f er ent  subj ec t s was acc r edi t ed by t he Cal i -

f o r ni a St at e Depar t ment  of  Educat i on. Thi s means t hat  t hese 

st udent s wi l l  r ecei ve c r edi t  at  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Cal i f o r ni a f or  

t hei r  wor k when and i f  Ber kel ey , Cal i f o r n i a, i s pl aced out s i de t he 

r es t r i c t ed zone f or  c i t i zens of  J apanese ances t r y . The s t af f  i n-

c l uded t hi r t een Ni s ei  and seven Caucas i ans , some of  whom had 

1 3 

mas t er 's and some doc t o r 's degr ees . 

St udent s wer e encour aged t o r egi s t er  f o r  ext ens i on cour ses 

as par t  of  a pr ogr am f or  r eor i ent at i on f o r  l i f e out s i de. I n gen-

er al , evacuees f r om Cal i f o r ni a t ook wor k f r om t he Uni ver s i t y of  

Cal i f o r n i a, whi l e t hose f r om t he Nor t hwest  t ook Uni ver s i t y 

Washi ngt on ext ens i on wor k . Some st udent s el ec t ed t o do ext ens i on 

wor k f r om i ns t i t ut i ons near  t hei r  pr o j ec t s , such as Col or ado St at e 

Col l ege of  Educat i on at  Gr eel ey and t he Uni ver s i t y of  Ut ah. 

13. Manzanar  F r ee P r ess , J anuar y 20, 1943. 
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Whi l e t he st udent  r el ocat i on commi t t ees and col l ege counc i l s 

cont r i but ed subs t ant i al l y t o t he camp pr ogr ams, t hey al so pr o-

v i ded t he mai n gr oup f r om whi ch t he ear l y r el ocat i ons wer e made. 

Thi s caused a dr ai n on t he l eader shi p of  t he Ni s ei  gr oup at  a 

t i me when t he gr oup was i n c onf l i c t  wi t h t he I s s ei  f or  cont r o l  

of  t he communi t y. I t  al so caused a psychol ogi cal  dr ai n , as many 

st udent s who wer e not  yet  r el ocat ed t hought  of  t hei r  t enur e i n t he 

pr o j ec t s as t empor ar y. Some i dea of  t he l oss of  col l ege- age mem-

ber s of  t he communi t y by var i ous cent er s i s shown i n Tabl e X I I I . 

For  each st udent  r el ocat ed by t he N . J . A . S . R . C . t her e r emai n 

f our  or  f i v e ot her  Ni sei  anxi ous t o r eset t l e out s i de t he p r o j ec t s . 1 4 

Ever y day t he Counc i l  r ecei ved l et t er s f r om st udent s who hoped t o 

"escape" bor edom of  l i f e wi t hi n t he bar bed- wi r e f ences and t o r enew 

cont act s wi t h Caucasi an Amer i cans . One evacuee says . "Ever ybody 

wi t h any cour age or  undi s t or t ed v i s i on i s at t empt i ng t o get  out . 

The ones t hat  wi l l  be l ef t  ar e t hose wi t hout  any gut s or  wi t h a 

t wi s t ed sense of  val ues or  t hose unabl e t o l eave because t hey c an't  

1115 

get  l eave c l ear ance t hr ough suspect ed l oy al t y . ' 

I n spi t e of  t he s t r ong or gani zed movement  f o r  r eset t l ement , 

t her e wer e t hose who caut i oned agai nst  l eav i ng t he pr o j ec t s . Many 

st udent s i n segr egat ed camps behi nd bar bed- wi r e away f r om t he mai n 

st r eams of  Amer i can l i f e devel oped f ear s of  t he out s i de. The f ear s 

of  t he evacuees wer e mat ched by t he f ear s of  t he uni nf or med c i t i zens 

14. St udent  Rel ocat i on L et t er , J ul y 5, 1943, s t at es t hat  "t he t o-
t al  number  of  st udent s i nt er es t ed i n cont i nui ng t hei r  educa-
t i on at  t he col l ege l evel  i s 4435. " 

15. Eddi e Shi mano, "Bl uepr i nt  f or  a Sl um," Common Gr ound, Vo l . I l l , 

No. 4, p . 84. 
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Tabl e X I I I . Or i gi ns of  Ni sei  St udent s i n Col l eges 1942- 43# 

Pl ace of  Or i gi n At t endi ng Wor ki ng i n Accept ed by 

Col l ege Col l ege Town Col l ege but  
Not  At t endi ng Not  Ar r i v ed 

Tot al  

Out s i de Res t r i c t ed Ar eas * . . 

W. C . C . A . Cent er s 

F r esno 6 
Mer ced. 1 
Nor t h Por t l and 5 
Puyal l up 5 
Sant a Ani t a 41 
St ockt on 4 
Tanf or an 27 
Tul ar e 2 

W. R . A . Cent er s 
Cent r al  Ut ah 81 
Gi l a Ri ver  96 
Gr anada 90 
Hear t  Mount ai n 69 
J er ome 37 

Manzanar  36 
Mi ni doka 156 
Post on 105 
Rowher  42 

Tul e Lake 108 

1484 

570 

91 

820 

none 
none 

1 
4 
1 

none 
2 

none 

9 
14 
15 
10 
6 

4 
31 
7 
3 

12 

187 

60 

11 

111 
37 
30 
24 
40 
20 

17 
54 
40 
27 
64 

355 

none 

none 

353 

F . S . A . Camp (Nyssa, Or egon) 

#Fr om t abul at i on of  'c o l l ege accept ance c ar ds ' at  t he N . J . A . S . R . C . i n 
Phi l adel phi a, J u l y , 1943. 
-̂ Students who wer e s el f  evacuees f r om t he Pac i f i c Coast  or  t hese 
al r eady i n col l eges out s i de t he r es t r i c t ed zone by Wi nt er  1942. 
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on t he out s i de. Evacuat i on, whi ch had been asked of  Amer i can 

c i t i zens of  J apanese ancest r y as a mar k of  t hei r  l oy al t y , was cor -

r upt ed i n t he mi nds of  many ot her  Amer i cans t o be a s i gn of  di s -

l oy al t y . I t  i s not  sur pr i s i ng t hat  i n t he ear l y days of  s t udent  

r el ocat i on t her e wer e some t ens i ons and a f ew i nc i dent s . One was 

t he "bat t l e of  P ar k v i l l e", i n whi ch a gr oup of  P l at t e Count y , 

Mi s s our i , c i t i zens t r i ed t o ban seven West  Coast  st udent s of  

J apanese ancest r y who had enr o l l ed i n Par k Co l l ege. The f i ght  was 

car r i ed t o t he boar d of  t r us t ees of  t he c o l l ege, whi ch dec i ded 

af t er  a t wo and a hal f  hour  sess i on t o "l et  t he Ni sei  s t ay i n 

school  because t hei r  l oyal t y i s unques t i oned". The st udent s them-

sel ves wel comed t he evacuees , and al l  s i x of  t he under gr aduat e 

soc i al  c l ubs "r ushed" t hem.^6 

I n anot her  mi d- west er n l oc al i t y a gr oup of  v i gi l ant es t hr eat -

ened t o l unch t wo r ecent l y r el ocat ed s t udent s . Whi l e t he di r ec t or  

was wor ki ng out  a s t r at egy t o pr event  t he a f f a i r , t he pot ent i al  

l ynchees v i s i t ed t he v i gi l ant es t o pr ot est  t hat  t hey d i dn ' t  want  

t o be l ynched as t hey wer e "c i t i zens and anxi ous t o j o i n t he Army 

when t he ban on Ni sei  had been r emoved". So conv i nc i ng was t hei r  

appeal  t hat  t he head of  t he super - pat r i ot s o f f er ed t o beat  up any-

one mol est i ng t he evacuees . 

Anot her  exampl e of  v i gi l ant es ' ac t i v i t i es i s cont ai ned i n t he 

f o l l owi ng document : 

"Pr of essor  r epor t ed t hat  on t he t r ai n comi ng t o Wash-
i ngt on t he ni ght  bef or e he had ent er ed i nt o conver sat i on wi t h 
an o i l  man f r om sout her n I l l i n o i s . The o i l  man sai d t hat  t wo 

1 6 � Pac i f i c Ci t i zen, Sept ember  10, 1942. 
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or  t hr ee eveni ngs ear l i er  he had at t ended a meet i ng of  a 
v i gi l ant e commi t t ee i n Gr eenv i l l e, I l l i no i s , l ay i ng pl ans 
f or  1 t r eat ment ' of  hal f  a dozen Ni sei  s t udent s expect ed t o 
ar r i ve soon t o at t end Gr eenv i l l e Co l l ege, a Fr ee Met hodi st  
school . One ' J apanese' s t udent  was r epor t edl y enr o l l ed 
t her e and had ent er ed i nt o an ar gument  wi t h one of  hi s 
t eacher s , def endi ng t he act s of  t he J apanese gover nment . 
Sever al  ot her s wer e expect ed soon, and t he commi t t ee pl anned 
t o deal  wi t h t hem."17' 

The r ecor ds of  bot h t he N. J . A . S . R . C . and t he W. R . A . showed 

t hat  no Ni s ei  s t udent s wer e r egi s t er ed at  Gr eenv i l l e Co l l ege, but  

t hat  one had been accept ed f or  admi ss i on f or  t he next  quar t er . 

Fur t her  i nves t i gat i on showed t hat  communi t y accept ance f or  Amer i -

cans of  J apanese ancest r y was not  f or t hcomi ng i n Gr eenv i l l e, and 

t he st udent  schedul ed f or  Gr eenvi l l e Col l ege was sent  di r ec t l y 

f r om t he W.R .A . pr oj ect  t o Asbur y Col l ege i n Kent ucky. As t o t he 

myt hi cal  "J apanese" st udent  who ar gued wi t h hi s pr o f essor , t hi s 

i ns t i t ut i on r epor t ed no st udent s of  J apanese ancest r y f or  t he 

col l ege year  1942- 1943. 

One of  t he most  publ i c i zed "i nc i dent s " of  s t udent  r el ocat i on 

c onf l i c t  occur r ed at  t he Uni ver s i t y of  I daho, wher e s i x Ni s ei  

wer e r ef used admi ss i on af t er  ar r angement s f or  t hei r  t r ans f er  f r om 

t he r es t r i c t ed ar ea had been compl et ed. A v i gi l ant e gr oup of  

t ownspeopl e caused so much exci t ement  t hat  t he s her i f f  pl aced t wo 

of  t he gi r l s i n j a i l  f or  pr ot ect i ve cus t ody . The not es t aken by 

one of  t he gi r l s dur i ng t hei r  t hr ee days i n j a i l  r eveal  t he st er eo-

t yped concept i ons whi ch some of  t he c i t i zens of  Moscow hol d of  

N i s e i . 1 8 At  t he end of  t he f i r s t  week, by r equest  of  t he 

17. Document  67. 
18. The not es t aken by t he Ni sei  whi l e i n j a i l  wer e r epr i nt ed 

i n t he Pac i f i c Ci t i zen, J ul y 11, 1942. 
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Uni ver s i t y pr es i dent , t he st udent s wer e t r ans f er r ed t o anot her  

s t at e. The Caucasi an st udent  r eac t i on t o t he whol e s i t uat i on was 

summed up i n t he f o l l owi ng edi t o r i a l : 

"S i x Amer i can c i t i zens wer e f or ced t o l eave t hei r  home c i t y 
of  Seat t l e l as t  week . The r eason was pur el y l egi t i mat e. The 
ar ea had been dec l ar ed a mi l i t ar y zone and t hose st udent s 
wer e of  J apanese anc es t r y . Last  ni ght  t hose same s i x Amer i can 
c i t i zens wer e f or ced t o l eave t hei r  homes of  one week i n 
Moscow, but  t he r eason was not  mi l i t ar y . I t  was a combi nat i on 
of  po l i t i c a l  haymaki ng and t he t hr eat  of  v i o l ence by a smal l  
gr oup of  l ocal  r oughnecks t hat  f or ced t h i s evacuat i on. St u-
dent s on t he campus wer e not  opposed t o Amer i can- bor n J apan-
ese st udent s l i v i ng her e. The maj or i t y of  t he peopl e of  Moscow 
ar e not  ant i - Ni sei , but  t he smal l  gr oup was l oud and ac t i v e. 
So s i x homesi ck k i ds , t hr ee boys and t hr ee g i r l s , became t he 
pawns i n a po l i t i c a l  game and t he l i ve t ar get s f o r  j i ngo i s t i c 
pat r i o t i sm. 

I t  must  come as a shock t o al l  uni ver s i t y st udent s her e 
on t he h i l l  t hat  her e i n a uni ver s i t y t own�wher e of  a l l  
pl aces obj ec t i v i t y , l i ber al i s m, and cool  t hi nk i ng shoul d 
pr evai l - - such ugl y , v i o l ent , r ac i a l  ant agoni sm shoul d f l ar e 
up. When peopl e begi n t al k i ng i n t er ms of  r ac e, t hey ar e 
bor r owi ng f r om t he handbook of  f as c i s t  l eader s . When a 
mi nor i t y gr oup begi ns shovi ng anot her  smal l er  gr oup of  
c i t i zens ar ound wi t h no r egar d t o t hei r  r i ght s as c i t i zens , 
t hey ar e us i ng t he t ac t i c s of  Nazi  St or mt r ooper s . 

Cer t ai nl y we shoul d keep t hi s shamef ul  ac t i on f r om t hose 
Uni ver s i t y of  I daho st udent s and c i t i zens of  Moscow who ar e 
f i ght i ng now on al l  wor l d f r o nt s . We t hi nk i t  woul d har dl y 
comf or t  t hose who ar e r i s k i ng t hei r  l i ves t o pr eser ve and 
pr ot ect  t hi s ' l and of  t he f r ee1 t o l ear n t hat  i t s pr i nc i -
pl es ar e t hus def ended at  h o m e . " 

Communi t y accept ance, one of  t he pr er equi s i t es set  up by t he 

W. R . A . , of t en pr oved t o be a st umbl i ng bl oc k f or  st udent  r el oca-

t i o n . Muni c i pal  o f f i c i a l s hes i t at ed t o commi t  t hemsel ves on t he 

r eac t i on of  t hei r  communi t y t o evacuees of  J apanese anc es t r y . 

I n many co l l eges a quot a syst em was set  up. I n some cases t he 

quot a was t wo or  t hr ee Ni s ei ; i n ot her s i t  was t h i r t y , or  f o r t y , 

19. I daho Ar gonaut , Apr i l  23, 1942. 
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or  one hundr ed. An at t empt  t o pr event  a r epet i t i on of  t he d i f f i -

c ul t i es at  Moscow l ed Pul l man, Washi ngt on c i v i c l eader s t o or gan-

i ze a Commi t t ee t o St udy t he J apanese Ques t i on. Af t er  sever al  

meet i ngs wi t h t he commi t t ee Washi ngt on St at e Col l ege dec i ded t o 

r es t r i c t  t he number  of  Ni sei  whom t hey woul d r ecei ve t o 30, or  

t en per  cent  of  t he number  who wi shed t o at t end. 

As st udent s made good r ecor ds i n var i ous communi t i es, commu-

ni t y accept ance became i nc r eas i ngl y easy t o secur e. Exampl es of  

st at ement s r ecei ved ar e as f o l l ows : 

Fr om t he Publ i c Wel f ar e Depar t ment , New Yor k , N. Y . : "Have 
consul t ed Mayor 's o f f i c e and F . B . I , who r ef er  t o Di s t r i c t  
At t or ney . L at t er , Mat hi as Cor r ea, advi ses appr oval  not  i n 
hi s j ur i s d i c t i o n , but  i s not  aver se i f  Okuda i s Amer i can 
c i t i z en . " 

Fr om t he Mayor  of  Ri chmond, I ndi ana: "Two J apanese st udent s 
have al r eady been t r anspl ant ed f r om Whi t t i er  Col l ege t o Ear l -
ham l as t  Apr i l , and have been success f ul l y ass i mi l at ed by 
t he col l ege and t hi s communi t y. Under  t hese c i r cumst ances , I  
f eel  j us t i f i ed i n t hi nk i ng t hat  a s i mi l ar  accept ance woul d 
be gi ven t o ot her  pr oper l y c er t i f i ed st udent s who ar e Amer i -
can c i t i zens of  J apanese descent ; and i n par t i c ul ar , i t  woul d 
be accept abl e t o our  communi t y i f  t he Uyesugi  br ot her s wer e 
per mi t t ed t o come t o Ear l ham t o compl et e t hei r  educ at i on." 

Fr om t he Mayor  of  t he Ci t y of  L i ber t y , Mi ssour i  t o t he 
s t udent : " I  have l ear ned t hr ough t he f acul t y of  Vi /i l l i am 
J ewel l  Col l ege t hat  you ar e anxi ous t o at t end school  her e 
i n L i ber t y next  y ear . As Mayor  of  t he .Ci t y of  L i ber t y I  
am i nv i t i ng you t o come as a st udent  t- 6 Wi l l i am J ewel l  
c o l l ege. I  assur e you t hat  you wi l l  be wel come i n our  
communi t y and t hat  we wi l l  ext end ever y cour t esy t o y o u . " 

Anot her  f ac t or  i n obt ai ni ng communi t y accept ance was t he 

i nf l uence of  pr o- Ni sei  l et t er s f r om communi t y and col l ege o f f i c i a l s 

on t he Pac i f i c Coas t . Fr om hundr eds of  Caucas i ans , t he St udent  

Rel ocat i on Commi t t ee r ecei ved l et t er s l i ke t h i s , each about  a 

20. Pr ogr ess Repor t  of  N . J . A . S . R . C . , J ul y 25, 1942. 
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di f f er ent  s t udent : " I  c an ' t  speak about  ot her s , but  t hi s st udent  

I  know, and he must  be al l owed t o go on wi t h hi s col l ege wor k . 

He has out st andi ng po s s i bi l i t i es as a st udent  and he i s compl et e-

l y dedi cat ed t o Amer i can t r adi t i ons " 

Col l ege st udent  gr oups on t he Pac i f i c Coast  cont i nued i nt er -

est  i n t hei r  evacuat ed c l assmat es by g i f t s of  books and by l et t er s 

t o col l ege under gr aduat e l eader s i n i ns t i t ut i ons out s i de t he r e-

s t r i c t ed ar ea. I n sever al  of  t he col l eges t he Caucas i an st udent s 

publ i shed news bul l et i ns f o r  t hei r  Ni sei  f r i ends , gi v i ng a sum-

mar y of  campus ac t i v i t i es and t he pr ogr am of  st udent  r el oc at i on. 

Pour  of  t hese publ i cat i ons wer e t he Puget  Br eeze (Col l ege of  

Puget  Sound) , News of  Or egon (Uni ver s i t y of  Or egon), Campus Ni s ei  

Bul l et i n (Uni ver s i t y of  Ca l i f o r n i a) , and They Say (Uni ver s i t y of  

�Washi ngt on). 

On t he par t  of  t he f ac ul t y , i nt er es t  i n t he evacuees cont i n-

ued wi t h gr aduat i on exer c i ses bei ng hel d i n t he assembl y cent er s 

f o r  t hose who had compl et ed t hei r  r equi r ement s f or  degr ees . Many 

of  t he co l l eges al l owed st udent s t o t r ans f er  t hei r  seni or  year  

c r edi t s f r om eas t er n i ns t i t ut i ons so t hat  t hey mi ght  r ecei ve de-

gr ees f r om t hei r  Pac i f i c Coast  al ma mat er s . 

Pomona Col l ege i n Cal i f o r ni a went  so f ar  as t o deput i ze t he 

pr es i dent  of  Ober l i n Col l ege t o i ssue a Pomona Col l ege degr ee 

t o one of  i t s f or mer  s t udent s . The l et t er  of ' aut hor i zat i on i s 

gi ven i n par t  because i t  i s t ypi c al  of  t he at t i t ude of  uni ver s i t y 

21. J oseph Conar d, "J apanese- Amer i can St udent s " i n Touchst one of  
Democr acy, New Yor k , 1942. 



152 

and col l ege o f f i c i a l s on t he Pac i f i c Coast : 

"We ar e par t i c ul ar l y happy t hat  i n t he t r agi c c i r cumst ances 
whi ch have necess i t at ed t he r emoval  of  our  st udent s of  J apan-
ese ancest r y f r om Cal i f o r n i a, i t  shoul d be poss i bl e f o r  one 
of  t hem t o compl et e her  wor k at  Ober l i n and t o r ecei ve her  
degr ee f r om Pomona. Th i s i s more t han an i ns t i t ut i onal  cour -
t esy of  one l i ber al  ar t s col l ege t o anot her . I t  i s on t he 
par t  of  Pomona and Ober l i n an assur ance t o our  l oyal  J apan-
ese t hat  we bel i eve i n democr acy. May t h i s cer emony, not  
onl y f or  t he r ec i pi ent  of  t he degr ee, but  t o a l l  her  f el l ow 
c i t i zens of  J apanese ances t r y , ser ve as a pl edge of  f a i t h 
and goodwi l l  on t he par t  of  Amer i can hi gher  educ at i o n."22 

Hundr eds of  l et t er s wr i t t en by hi gh school  and co l l ege 

t eacher s on t he Pac i f i c Coast  t ended t o br eak down t he newspaper  

st er eot ype of  Ni sei  as undes i r abl e, second- cl ass c i t i z ens . I n many 

new col l ege communi t i es t he evacuees wer e f r eed f r om t hei r  r ol e 

of  mar gi nal i t y . Some Ni sei  di r ec t  f r om r el ocat i on cent er s became 

accept ed i nt o s oc i al  l i v i ng uni t s and i nt o st udent  a f f a i r s . The 

st udent s of  Ober l i n Col l ege i n Mar ch 1943, el ec t ed Kenj i  Okuda, 

l at e of  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Washi ngt on v i a Gr anada Rel ocat i on Pr o j ec t  

i n Col or ado, as pr es i dent  of  t he st udent  c ounc i l , t he hi ghest  

o f f i c e i n t he s t udent  body . 

Some i dea of  t he ef f ec t  of  t hi s upon bot h t he r el ocat ed st u-

dent s and t hose l ef t  behi nd i n t he cent er s can be gai ned f r om 

t he f o l l owi ng t ypi cal  excer pt s f r om l et t er s by s t udent s : 

"Sur el y democr acy cannot  and wi l l  not  di e as l ong as 
gr oups l i ke t he N. J . A . S . R . C . and t he col l eges t hat  uphol d 
t he t r ue i deal s of  democr acy ex i s t . I 'm t ak i ng a t eac her 's 
t r ai ni ng cour se and hope t o go back t o camp and t each t he 
smal l  gener at i on t hat  despi t e ever yt hi ng Democr acy s t i l l  
l i ves and hel p t hem t o l ove t hi s count r y ,and i t s peopl e 
as I  do . " 

22. Document  68 
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"I t  i s ver y har d f o r  me t o expr ess my t hanks f or  comi ng 
t o Gr eel ey . Per haps you do not  under st and t he wonder f ul  
f eel i ng t hat  we have i n bei ng abl e t o be f r ee Amer i can 
c i t i zens agai n and t o l i ve a nor mal  l i f e . " 

"To me i t  means mor e t han j ust  a col l ege cour se; i t  
means t hat  I  have been gr ant ed an oppor t uni t y f o r  a new 
k i nd of  l i f e i n whi ch I  can hel p gi ve my f el l ow c l ass -
mat es a bet t er  under st andi ng of  t he J apanese- Amer i can, 
and al so t o become a bet t er  Amer i can." 2 3 

" I  have met  peopl e who not  onl y wer e i nt er es t ed but  
who wer e goi ng so f ar  out  of  t hei r  way t o hel p ot her s 
t hat  I  f el t  smal l  and cheap. Such cont act s cannot  but  
br oaden one's per spec t i ve. 24 

Some of  t he r api d ass i mi l at i on of  t he evacuees i s due t o t he 

f ac t  t hat  t he maj or i t y of  t hem mi gr at ed t o t he smal l  i ns t i t ut i ons 

wher e pr i mar y r el at i onshi ps wer e easy t o es t abl i s h and wher e t her e 

wer e f ew ot her  Ni s ei . One of  t he f i r s t  act s of  t he evacuees at  

t he Uni ver s i t y of  Nebr aska was t o hol d a meet i ng t o dec i de t hat  

t her e shoul d not  be a J apanese St udent s ' Cl ub i n t hei r  new al ma 

mat er . I n t he smal l er  col l eges t he Ni sei  came i nt o c l ose cont act  

wi t h bot h f ac ul t y and f el l ow s t udent s . 

The di s t r i but i on of  Ni sei  st udent s i n 1S41 showed t hat  near l y 

s i xt y per  cent  of  t he t o t al  r egi s t er ed i n seven l ar ge i ns t i t ut i ons 

have a combi ned t ot al  of  1654. Two year s l at er  t her e was onl y one 

i ns t i t ut i on havi ng over  100 st udent s of  J apanese ancest r y and onl y 

t wo ot her s havi ng over  50. Not  onl y wer e t he evacuees at t endi ng 

co l l eges i n smal l er  gr oups , t hey wer e at t endi ng di f f er ent  t ypes 

of  i ns t i t ut i o ns . Wher eas i n 1941 onl y 16.7 per  cent  of  t he Ni s ei  

wer e r egi s t er ed i n pr i v at e, P r ot es t ant , and Roman Cat hol i c c o l l eges , 

23. Mar gar et  Cosgr oves, op. c i t . , p . 226. 
24. Kenj i  Okuda i n Ti me Magazi ne, J une 21, 1943. 
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i n 1943 62.7 per  cent  wer e i n t he non- st at e suppor t ed t ype of  

i ns t i t ut i o n. Thi s change i s shown i n Tabl e XI V. 

Tabl e XI V. Types of  I ns t i t ut i ons At t ended by Col l ege Ni s ei  i n 
1941 and 1943.- * 

Type of  I ns t i t ut i on 1941 1943 Per  Cent  Per  Cent  Change i n 
1941 Tot al  1943 To t al  Per  Cent  

Tot al  

Publ i c 
Pr i vat e 
Pr ot est ant  
Roman Cat hol i c 

3461 1484 100.0 

2880 554 83. 2 
375 329 11.1 
155 512 4. 5 

51 89 1.2 

100.0 00. 0 

37.3 - 45.9 
22.2 11.1 
34. 5 30.0 

6. 0 4. 8 

- x- Comparison of  1941 and 1943 Di r ec t or i es of  Amer i can St udent s of  
J apanese Ances t r y . 

I n Apr i l  1942, t he Ni sei  at  t he Uni ver s i t y of  Washi ngt on i n-

di cat ed a dec i ded pr ef er ence f or  bei ng r el ocat ed i n publ i c sup-

por t ed i ns t i t ut i ons wi t h 79 per  cent  sel ec t i ng st at e schoo l s , 

19 per  cent  pr i vat e, and 2 per  cent  Pr ot est ant  c o l l eges . 

Fact or s whi ch account  f or  t he change i n t he t ype of  i ns t i t u-

t i ons at t ended by t he evacuees ar e many. Lack of  money f o r  out  of  

st at e t u i t i o n, and exc l us i on of  out  of  st at e st udent s who coul d 

not  at t end t hei r  own st at e suppor t ed i ns t i t ut i ons bar r ed many 

Ni s ei . The f ai l ur e t o obt ai n Army and Navy c l ear ance f or  many of  

t he l ar ger  i ns t i t ut i ons cont r i but ed t o t he di sper s i on pat t er n. 

Pos i t i ve»ac t  i on on t he par t  of  pr i vat e and denomi nat i onal  school s 

i n o f f er i ng schol ar shi ps and j obs st i mul at ed mi gr at i on t o many 

school s . 

The f ut ur e of  t he st udent  r el ocat i on pr ogr am and hence t he 

f ut ur e of  t he col l ege Ni sei  depends upon a number  of  f ac t o r s , such 
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as schol ar shi p ai d, j ob oppor t uni t i es , army enl i s t ment , t he 

sel ec t i ve ser v i ce pr ogr am, and t he r at e of  r et ur n of  peopl e of  

J apanese ancest r y t o t he Pac i f i c Coas t . 

The s i gni f i c anc e of  st udent  r el ocat i on l i es i n i t s r ol e of  

di s per s i on. I n 1941, t he Ni s ei  number i ng 271 wer e r egi s t er ed i n 

a t o t al  of  93 col l eges out s i de t he Pac i f i c Coast , whi l e t hr ee 

year s l at er  3516 Ni sei  wer e r egi s t er ed i n 529 di f f er ent  i ns t i t u-

t i o ns . These i ns t i t ut i ons wer e l ocat ed i n 46 s t at es i nc l udi ng 

f our t een whi ch had no second gener at i on J apanese st udent s i n 

1941 and 15 more i n whi ch Ni s ei  wer e i n at t endance at  onl y one col -

l ege i n t he s t at e. Though t he i mpor t ance of  t he t wo way 

educat i onal  pr ocess of  di sper s i on upon t he Ni sei  and t hose i n 

cont act  wi t h t hem i s d i f f i c u l t  t o measur e obj ect i vel y,-  i t  i s an 

i mpor t ant  f ac t or  i n mor e compl et e ass i mi l at i on and i s di scussed 

i n t he conc l udi ng chapt er  of  t he t hes i s . When t he Ni sei  col l ege 

st udent s wer e l ar gel y concent r at ed i n Pac i f i c Coast  i ns t i t ut i ons , 

r el at i vel y l i t t l e ac t i ve concer n f o r  t hei r  compl et e i nt egr at i on 

i nt o Amer i can s oc i al  l i f e was expr essed by t hei r  c l assmat es . Today 

i n many of  t he col l eges t her e have been f or med wel come commi t t ees 

and Ni sei  have been el ec t ed t o pos i t i ons of  l eader shi p. Ther e ar e 

at  l east  f our  Ni sei  who ar e pr es i dent s of  t he st udent  gover nment  

on t hei r  campuses at  Ober l i n, Haver f or d, Bar d, and Sout h Dakot a 

Wes l yan. I t  i s c l ear  t hat  t he col l ege Ni sei  have par t i c i pat ed i n 

a mi gr at i on pat t er n uni que i n t he hi s t or y of  t he Uni t ed St at es . 
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Wher eas i n 1941 mor e t han f i ve Ni s ei  co l l ege st udent s i n ei ght  

wer e concent r at ed' i n some ni ne educat i onal  i ns t i t ut i ons al ong t he 

P ac i f i c Coast , t hr ee year s l at er  t he second gener at i on J apanese 

st udent s wer e di sper sed i n smal l  uni t s i n mor e t han 500 co l l eges 

and un i v er s i t i es . As an educat ed non- compet i t i ve gr oup, t he 

col l ege Ni sei  ar e pl ay i ng a domi nant  r o l e i n openi ng t he way f or  

ot her  peopl e of  J apanese ancest r y t o set t l e i n var i ous sec t i ons 

of  t he Uni t ed St at es and t o pr omot e mor e r api d as s i mi l at i on. As 

ambassador s f or  t he ent i r e J apanese Amer i can gr oup, t hey have 

paved t he way f o r  ot her s t o f o l l ow. They have s t i mul at ed and 

encour aged t hei r  f ami l i es t o l eave t he r el ocat i on cent er s and j o i n 

t hem. I n r equi r i ng communi t y accept ance i n advance of  t hei r  mi gr a 

t  i on, t he co l l ege Ni sei  have r educed t he po s s i b i l i t i es of  c onf l i c t  

and t hus have set  a new pat t er n of  r ace r el at i o ns . 


