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October 3, 19456

Tomoye & Kaguma Ishihara
5705 A
Newell, California

Desyr lp, Mrss Ishiharas

This will acknowledge the
regolpt of your recent letlers requesting our help in
goguring the restoration of your citizenship, Our
advise to 21l renunciants heg been that they should
write %o the attorney gemerel without delay repudiat-
ing tha rraction in rencuncing. And by *ovhuaubiml
I mean that you should absolubtely disown, diso
and revoke the remunciation,

Thereafter, if 10t
have suffieient funds to hire an attormey of your owm,
you should join with others at Tule lake in pooling your

£
i

fifisneial resources end hire & ocunsel, It seems to

me thet is the cnly practical way of solving the problem
of thousands of people at the ecenter, If you wait

until you are treansferred to an internment camp, the
hanoes of getting help will be poor.

With reference to the present
alien registretion, if you are recuired to rOsisfox, you
should do so under protest, asserting your United States
citigenships The rcglﬂtraflon blank suoulf garry s
statement that you cleim United States oitizenship, or
you should submit & letter to that effect at the time
of registration,

incer l’*‘y yours B

Ernest Besig, Director
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August 21, 19486

Mr, Edward J, Ennis
Bnemy Allen Control Unit
pepartment of Justice
Washington 25, D, C.

Dear My, Ennis:

I have hesltated to write this letter appealing for
cancellation of renunciation because when I asked project
officials about it here they always told me that 1t was
up to the Department of Justice; and, never being notiried
by your Department of ascceptance, I assumed that I was au-
tomatically rejected because of my hearing., If this is 80,
I am glad since I was renouncing only because of pressures
upon me, and the hearing officer of your department seemed
to understand that. In the course of my hearing, the
officer who knew that I was not dolng this voluntarily and
of my own free will stopped in the middle and sald he knew
that I was acting under pressure and, after telling the
Secretary to strike it all out, asked me again if I wanted
to live in this country. Of course I answered affirmatively
but the pressures and danger of bedily harm were so threat-

eqéng that I felt constrained to go through with the fare
¢14l hearing to the end,

Perhaps I should go back and tell of the stresses on
me since the time of voluntary evacuation., This 1s neces-
sary in order to show truly and accurately that I have been
beset by various kinds of pressure and circumstances throughe
out my history as a center resident: I had lived all my
1ife in Fresno, Callferniaj and had never besn abroad ex-
cept for a very short summer trip of slightly more than a
month accompaning my aged and ailing father in 1938, I
never intended to live abroad, not only because of the fact
that I am highly ‘mericanlized and Californie is the only
home I ever knew, but also because I have no dudl or foreign
cltizenshlip; am 1lliterate in Japggf 8, and have always
planned my future in this country.’, %his i8 no new decialon
or my part 1s proved by the fact that I have never requested
expatriation,

Before evacuation to the Gila Center, I was in
sophomore year at Freano Stete College, At that time, I
hoped to evacuate directly to one of the eastern states to
continue my education, I would have done so, escaping all
the ugly situations and pressures that followed, had 1t not
been for the fact that my father developed a cancer condi-
tion which only gave him three more months of life, I could
not take care of him outside so I eccompanied him to Glla
where he passed away on October 23, 1942, From that time on




it was beceuse of famlly pressure and the insistance of
two older brothers and an older sister that I rematned in
Gila, snd following the family decision, esccompanied the
?ami{y to Tule Lake,

Secause of my completely American background and
demooratie principles, I began to get labeled even at Gilm
a8 2 "loval American” "informer”, and whatnot, I Jjoined
the American publie :ﬁhool system and taught the sixth
and elght grades, My veputation later at Tule Lake wae
such that 1 was forced to withdraw from a similay teaching
goaitlaﬂ. There was plenty of reason for my repubation as

an Amerlcan™ at 0il1a, hsving been Cubmaster of the Boy
“eouta of imeries, as well as & tescher and & typloal
plainspoken Amerleen e youth,

At Tule Lake, I was practically labeled am & sort of
"voluntary segresant” who wes on the imerican side, Here
i lived in Bleck 50, which was unfortunstely right next te
3leek 54, the headguarters of the fanation] Hoshilden, While
i and the members of my family were able to withatand prese
sure €to join the organization, I partlicularly was suspect
to thems I got myself further on the apot by brirfing books
from the Americen school to people of ny block at & time when
these fanatlies had yules ageinst reading anything but Jepsnese.

Durlng the mass renunéiation program, they suspected
anyons whe 4id not vrequest remuncistion forma from Washington,
And everyday watchers were statloned in the bloock office to
check the lncoming mall, They seemed to rnow by contact with
the Justice Depariment where everyone stoods I wus prmce
tically told what te do and how to answer. There was no
holding back at the hearinge At the helght of the hyateria,
they claimed they Lnew who would be acoepted or not, and ab
the period they knew I was not a Penounsse and they would
activate even nonemembers whe falled to de thely biddings,

i wes so vizibly upset during the hearing thet 1t was hard
toc be myself as the hearing offlcer noted, stated ahove,
I'm sure he know I was undep pregiure,

I an only 23 and have been subjected to a sevles of une
fortunabe events and 1t seemsto me, after veflecting on the
injustice of' the case, that is wrong to throw Americanised
peronX like myself into sueh situstions allewing them %o be
erippled for life by a hearing of enly 2 or 3 minutes long
which spparently the offiser himaelf couldn't help but see
throuzh,




I therefore plead for cancellation of the hearing now
that precgure is off me and I can spealk out my mind, 1In
any event, 1t would prevent unnecessary hardimhip 1f I counld
in the meantime be parpled and return to Fresno State Cole-
lege, where, due to no fault of mine, my career has been
interrupted for the past three years, I have an excellent
chance for & scholership there and in September 1f I am not
at the ecollege I shall lose it and further injustice would
ooccuyr 1ln my case,







August 28, 1945

Mr, Jemes M, Owata
4901 -« E
Newell, California

Dear lir, Owatas

I have your letter of August 27 inquiring whet
you and your wife can do to regain your citizenship which you
renounced,

If the Justice Department has not alreedy ade
vised you thet your renuncistion was approved, I would notify
them of your desire to cancel and revoke the remuncistion, It
may turn out after a legal test that & remunciant has the right
to withdrew his renmuncietion if it has not yet been aoted upon
by the Attorney General and if he has not been sdvised thereof,

It is our intention to bring a test suit and
soores of letters from renunciants have been referred to one
of our attorneys. Of course, we will not be able to handle
the 75 or more complaints that have come to our desk.  We are
going to select the best possible cese es a test and that mey
sorve to help other people in the same predicement. I would
suggest thet one who has the money to hire en attorney to test
the remunciations in the courts ought to do so. It seems to
us that the very fact of imprisomment at Tule Lake prevented
renunciants from exercising a free choice. Of course, there
are other fects showing duress which mizht be raised in parti-
cular cages,

Unfortunately, renunciants will not be released
from the Tule “ake Center after the formal sizming of surrendes,
The authority of the Justice Dopartment to hold renmuncients has
been questioned, partioculerly where the remunciant has never
held duyel oitizenship, In such a cage, he would seem to be
stateless and therefore not subject to intermment as an enemy
alien,

Unfortunately, I do not know at this time how
long the Department of Justice intends to hold renunciants, but
I am encouraging persons to sue out writs of habeas gorpus teste
ing the Justice Department's power to hold remunciants ss enemy
aliens,

S8incerely yours,

Ernest Besig, Director




IYAMA, TERUO ‘
o EVELYN

Attorney General il AN
bepartment of Justice "
washington, b, C,

August 23, 1945
attention My, Sexler:

HAeferring to the telegram sent on August 1llith, and
letters sent on the 17th, we wish to add the following:

My wife and 1 have haaid from different sources that re-
gaining our citizenship at present is impossible. if that is
the case, we earnestly wish to be released as parolees.

For the past three ysars being in this center we had been
subjected to and became very vulnerable and susceptible to
distar ted misinformation, rumors, and group pressures. Siind-
ed by these we have taken a very drastic and wrong action,
which we are now deeply regreting. Brought up with the american
ways of life, we did not realize what it meant to be an ameriecan,
until we had lost everything that America stood for. Deep in
our hearts we still poesess the love for the land which gave us
birth, home and education.,

Now that this truth dawned on us, we would earmestly de-

gire to amend our mistakes, From the bottom of our hearts, my
wife and 1 pledge our loyalty to the United States of America
and our sincere wish is to build a home and bring up our daugh-
ter under the Stars and Stripes. My parents and my youngest
brother have relocated to Serkeley, and my eldest brother is in
Cleveland, Ohio, My wife's brother has relocated to Chicago.

Artist is my profession, and am & graduate of San Francisco's
echool of ¥Fine Arts, My wish and hope is to be someday, reconized
as an american painter.

Ky wife ie a Califoinian State licensed Hairdresser & Cos-
metician, My mother-in-law had a beauty shop for 13 years in Vak-
land in which my wife worked for about 5 years, We would like to
relocate with my wife's family ae soon as possible and at the first
opportunity offered, we would very much desire to open a beautly
salon since all my in-laws are licensed beauticians,

Hoping you will give this your sp eecial attention to our
plea for parclee, and thanking you in advance, we ramain

8 incersly yours,
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Attorney General . 8o ¢
Department of Justice
washington, D, C,

August 14, 1945
Attention ¥y, VWexler:

Ly family and I expatristed while in Topaz in the
year 1943, 7The reasons for ny actions were caused by:

My parents have come to live in America to find a
"new world" of their own, They had raised their family
and educated their children in the United States., 1t was at
that time that was the happiest moment of their life. I did
not have a luxurious means of living but had a comfortably
means of livlihood, It was during this harmonious time that
war had suddenly begun in 1941, it was to this affect that
all Japanese descents were ordered to go to different de-
signated assembly center,

Thirty year of a happy home and livliihood my parents
had so painfully worked for were suddenly uprooted overnight.
The shocks we had encountered at that time cannot be dreamed
of unless that person were one of us, It was at that time
that future looked very desolate and dark for us.

My wearied aged working parents and I who had lived
in California all our lives were suddenly ordered to move
in mass to the desolate dry desert of Utah surrounded by
barbed wired fences, It was here that we had uni ergone
disappointment, frustration of mind and lost all hope in
the future, It was at this eritical moment that my parents
decided to repatriate and at which time I decided to follow
them by expatriating myself., In the year 1943 my eldest
brother Masayuki lyama, who was americanized and who was
against expatriating suddenly decided to relocate sscretly
from him parents, It was then that my parente had decided to
cancel their repatriation, As for myself, 1 was secretly en~-
gaged %o a girl who had repatriated and decided to follow her
here. ©She is now my prescnt wife,

On Spet. of 1943 we were segregated to the Tule Lake
center with both my parents accompanying me as volunteers.
It wae during my wife's five month pregnancy that my parents
decided to go back to Tomz with intentions of relocating
from there. As for myself, the expectant baby had placed
undue responsibility on my part in the future livliihood. 1
heard that Tokyo's art world was very progressive. 1t was
this that I had made my decision to go to Japan.




(cory)
.

In the meantime hysteria rumors had been circuk ting
around that Japan wowld not accept any American Citizen of
Japanese descent unless they've renounced their citizenship.
That is the reason why L applied for renounciation. Living
in a center for three ysars subject to internal group
pressurs, one is keenly vulnerable to misinformation and
distoried infozmation and 1 have been no exception, Off and
on we've received letters from fricnds on the outeide statig
that they were well recseivsd and were doing well, It was
thru this that I had discussed with my wife and my in-laws
in relocating to which we had all taken interest., Aabout a
week ago, 4+ regeived a letter from my parents who had
suddenly left Topez notifying us of their arrival in
relogating at Berkeley. Lur day by day thought and late
decision was due to listening 10 Fuors in the camp, ac~
cumulated vieious discrximination and pexsonal attacks on
the outside. Since yenouncing and attaining fatherhood 1
finally realized that the step tnal 1 took was a mistake
and have deeplyregretted this.

Knowkng that reily inside of me, I had cherished every-
thing that American ways of 1iving stands for, 1 had seriously
reconsidered what citizenship in this country meant to me
and my family and my family's future. If it is not too late
and since 1 have not yet been informed that my application
for renounciation has been accepted by the United States
govermaent, 1 earnestly d esire to have that application
cancelled.

I would like to relocate in the mear future with ny
family and my in-laws, I intend to remain a loyal American
eitizen, :

: 1 have written to the Swiss umbassy and the State
Department to cancel my e: vatriation. :

This is to note that 1 have seni & telegram to your

Dopartme nt on August 11, 19495, Saturday wishing to cancel
my application for renowneiating of citizenship.

Very tmly yours

Terue lyama

Family #135Q4

460D~A Tule Lake Center
Hewell, Gal if.
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Attorney General @99.
Department of Justice
Washingtn, D, C,

August 14, 1945
Attention My, Hexler:

I was brought up in a home where my mother's religion
is Catholic. We had a peaceful and cheerful life americanized
in its ways until war was declared in 1941, In 1942 all Jap-
anese descents Alien, American Citizens alike were a dered to
evacuate in mass to a designated assembly center.

We arrived in Tanforan Assembly Center in 1942, 1t was
there that we received a shodk that cannot be described in
words unless the person was there to experiencse it., Our liv-
ing quarters consisted of one horse stall 10x20 with five
canvag cots and tieks. The walls were decorated with freshly
sprayed calcimite on cowebs, bites by im ects, whiffs of manur
and dust caused many a sleepless night., In order %o eat we had
to stand in a so-called breadline for an hour to two hour
carrying our own plate, cup, fork, spoon, ete. One cannot
realize the hurt this action imbedded in us., We were bitterly
dissallusioned, everything looked desolate and dark for us. It
wae then that my parents and I decided to repatriate., After
signing our names weeks of worry and anxiety with sealed up
emotion suddenly gave away with all of us. The lonelins ss that
came up were inexplainable.

In 1942 we were evacuated to the dusty desolate Utah
desert surrounded by barbed wire fences. We were again asked to
sign the repatriation forms, We had lived there scarcly an
year when we were again segregated to the Tule Lake Center. it
was here, that my marriage took place. Lyverything looked e aceful
until about eight month ago when rumors had been circula ting
around that Japan would not accept any American Citizen of
Japanese descent unless they've renounced their citizenship.
That is why my husband and i applied for renounciation.

Livi ng in a center for three years, subject to internal
group pressure one is keenly vulnerable to miginformation and
distorted if ormation and I have been no exception., I realize
now that the ste I had takenw as a mistake amd have deeply
regretted this, I eamestly feel that I would like to live
and rear my daughter in the United States. I have € mc erely
reconsidered what citizenship in this country meant ® me and
my family and my family's future, If it is not too late and
since I have not yet been if ormed that my application for re-
nomneciation has been accepted by the United States gévermment,
I eare stlydesire to have that application cancelled.
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1 would like to relocate in the near future with my
husband, daughter and my parents, 1 i end to remain a
loyal American Citizen,

é I have also notified the Swiss Lmbassy and the State
.Mepartment to cancel my expatriation.

This is to note that I have sent a telegram to your
Ygpartment on Auguet 11, 1945, Saturday wishing to cancel
my application for renounciation of citizenship.

Very truly yours,

svelyn lyama
Family #13504

460 DA

fule lLake Center
NHewell, California




