


August 2, 1945

br., Henry T. Tyler, Vice~President
Sacramenvo College
oacramenio 14, Californis

bVear Henry:

i'm sorry to be so slow’'in replying to your
letter, but I was out, 1ill, for a few days and
nave, as & resuit, been swamped wiih work since
ny return.

I have telephoned Larry Hewes' oifice, and he
will send you the $5,00 for postage, .and ¢5.,00 for

the phone calls, if you will send nig & signed
notation of the amount called Ior.

if you will send me the statement from the hotel,
and a personal statement, signed by you, covering
"Luncheon service", for 12,79, 1 shall send ths
w0429 lmmediatelyes 4i'd send them now, only our LOOkS
are kept very officially, anf all ehecks must be written
Lo vousnexrs presented.,

i think that we should pay Krs. Gardiner for her
work, and if it seems an adequate amount, and if you
will give me her addreas, I snhall send her a check for
$50.,00. 1If you feel that it should be more, I shall
increase the amount,

Grandstaff is swell, isn't he? We're mimeographing
his Commonwealth speech \July 27). would you like some
copies?

The minutes of the Conference will be out next week
and will be sent to all groups originally invited to

@ 4

attend.
Very cordially,
firg. Ruth W. Kingman

Lxecutive Secretary
R¥K:cach




Auvgust 2, 1945

Ma jor General H. O, Prati

United States Army

Commanding,

Headquarters Western Defense Command
Fresidio of San Francisco,
California

Dear General Prati:

May 1 express to you our very real
appreclation of your fine statement of July 30
which so fully and clearly expressed the
attitude and responsibility of the War Depart-
ment in the return of persons of Japanese
ancestry to the Pacific Coast,

Enclosed you will find a copy of our letter
to Mr. MoCloy, in which we expresged to him our
appreciation of your fine statement.

I do not see how the most obdurate of my
fellow Californians can fail to understand, this
time, that you meant exactly what you said.

Thank you again.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrse. Ruth We Kingman
Executive Secretary

RWK:och
Enelogure




Mr. John J, MeCloy, Assistant Seeretary
War Department
iashington, D, C,

Dear Hr, HoClloy:

May we express our appreciation of the fine
statement relieasel on July 40 by Major General
HE. U, Pratti? Hie calliing public attention, once
more, toc the War Departumeni's attitude toward
and responsibility for the return of persons of
Japanese ancestry to the racific Coast is precisely
what we have needed, and what I asked for in my
letiter to you, dated June 2, 1945,

May 1 thank the War Department again, for th
reemphasis upon 1ts own responsivblilitiy, and assur
you that such statementis, together with the fins work
being done by Colonel John T, Geary, Lt. Colonel
Lyle E, Cook and Captain George H. Crandstaff, contrib-
ute immeasuradbly to the task of educating a rather
recalcitrant Californla on the subjeet of loyal persons
of Japanese ancesizry.

8

3
EN
&

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs, Rath W, Kingman
Exscutive Seerctary

iWKiech




Botes to kr., Harrison

The excellent report made by irs. Booth has been recognized
by both the Executive Committee and by the Exeoutive Secretary
of the Columbia Foundation who read it with great interest.

dAr, Crotty is in receipt of minutes of the meeting of July 2,
called by MNr, Harrison, Action at that meeting called for tne
creation of a sub-committee whose responsibility called for
the development of a proposed plan and tentative budget to be
presented to the Executive Committes not later than August 15.

The sube-committee meeting was held on July 16 (see minutes,

enclosed) and the minutes sent to Hr. Crotty, for his conslde
ration., 4 0opy of his reply 1= enclesed.

The Exeeutive Commitice has approved this report of the sub-
sommittee, and its recommendation can now be redogniged as
egtablished policye

I feel that Hr, Crotiy's letler expresses preiiy
they are thinking in the South, and as that thinking 1s
finitely in 1ine with what we feal will e the zatural
of the work of the Commitiee, il seenms sntirely in order,
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IRVING BABOW
SUITE 705-8 * 110 SUTTER STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 4

EXBROOK 0535

August

Mrs, Harry Kingman
2287 Telegraph Ave,
Berkeley, Calif.,

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

As we discussed on the phone today, I
am sending you a supply of the Look Maﬁzine
article, "Prejudice:Our Post-War Battle” which
you have kindly offered to mail to the Councils
for Civic Unitye. It would be fine if you indicated
in your letter that quantities are avallable gratis
from me at the above address.

You might be interested in some of the other
pieces, of which I have enclosed samples, in the
package. If you wish more copies will you please
let me know,

I hope that I can be notified of any future
meetings of the state-wide organization of the
Councils for Civiec Unity. Naturally, I or Mr. Eugene
Block who is associated with me and 1s aksofin the
San Francisco Council will be glad to help any way we
can.

Thanks a lot for your help and for sending me
the list of the vairious counclls.

Sincerely yours,

Irving gabow




AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

170 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK CITY

#HEo 490

August 3, 1945

To the Members of the National Committee,
State Correspondents, Local Representatives,
and organizations in the race relations field:

Friends:

The Navy Department alone of all departments in the federal
government still bars all its services to Japanese Americans.
They are the only minority barred by the Navy. The excuses for
this policy rest on grounds of practical military considera-
tions, said to have been determined by commanding officers in
the field., The restrictions even apply to service In the
WAVES, where no military considerations could prevail. The
reason given for that is that if they bar the men, they
should in fairness also bar the women.

The Navy Department has made very considerable progress
in opening up its services to Negroes and even in abolishing

various forms of segregation, That was accomplished by
insistent pressure. It would seem a reasonable prospect
that wide protests might also overcome the barriers to the
service of Japanese Americans.

We are, therefore, urging all interested individuals and
organizations to address the Secretary of the Navy, Hon. James
V. Forrestal, urging prompt consideration of the removal of
the ban on the service of Japanese fmericans. The arguments
rest not only upon the obvious fairness of permitting the
service of all loyal American citizens regardless of race,
but also on the distinguished record of Japanese American
troops on the fighting fronts of Europe and in the South
West Pacific. The universal testimony of Army officers
praises the Japanese American combat teams in the highest
terms. Not a single case of espionage or sabotage has ever
been reported on the part of -any Japanese American, civilian
or military.

Your prompt action would assist in overcoming the last
general racial barrier in any federal service.

Sincerely yours,

/%f,,///”’ Ctovrorns
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August 6, 1945
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Very sincerely yours,

Secretary
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TED GIVE MASA ALL POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE.

Ruth Kingman




August 9, 1945
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ROSENBERG FOUNDATION
17.7 POST STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 8, CALIFORNIA

August 9, 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman
Committee on American
Principles and Fair Play
2287 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley 4, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Thenk you for sending the estimate of office
expenses for an average month.

We are attaching a copy of the summary which
we prepared from all of the replies and hope
you will find it helpful.

Sincerely yours,

o~

7 N

(\WA/(‘@-AA_ ce O«v"w/td?/\,__
Constance Cavender

Enc.




OQFFICE EXPENSES FOR AN AVERAGE MONTH

Agency Number Rent Postage Telephone Supplles - Secretary-
numb er rooms telegraph  General Printing Other stenographer

Small general organization
1 1 free $10.00 $10.00 $20.00 $135.00

40 .00 5.00 19.00

Orgenizations using quantity meiling and mimeographing

55.00 15.00 135 - 170%
85.00 35.00 40.00
135.00 42.00 50.00
37.50 ¥ 66.00

94 .50 39.90 98.25 £ !

20.00 15.00 35.00 305.00#

* TIncludes out of state calls often necessary
** Included in General expenses.
# Includes also extra stenogragmic personnel.

TRAVEL -- For purely local travel, an estimatb>W¢s $5.00 uﬁmonth, per person.
For in-state travel, estimates were from $25 to $100 er person
. ’ at it 4 ’. P
For travel within and outside the state from $200 to $250 & month, per person.




August 14, 1945

¥iss Murphy
465 California S5%.
San Francisco, California

Deariiss Murphy:

The following contributions have beens
received in this office:

Mrs, Audrie Girdner ¢ D00
706 iMatadero Rosd

Palo Alto,

The following to be credited to the Los Angeles
Conmittee:

¥re Jo He Russell 2000
141 Hudson Place

Los Angeles 4

Mro. Jogéph F. Losd

610 Pacific Mutual Bldg.

k 4 F T & o
L0 aAllgelies

Hre James He Cowlss
609 Soes Grand Ave,

¥ - A b | *
LOB ANZQLEE,

Hr, James R, Page
Van Huys Bldg.
Aungeles

Pred Fertig {oash)
Es 2Z0th S5t.

8 Angeles 11,




Miss Murphy

3’}.1‘. Be Fo !Jhittle
609 S, Crand Avenue
Los Angeles

Mr. A. Be. Ruddock
1000 Guinby Bldge.
Los Angeles,

Very sincerely yours,

Sceretary

Enclesed you will find the
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Central Utah Project
Topaz, Utah

All Center Head-
cguarter
August 14, 1945

Mrs. Ruth Kingman
Fair Play Committee
535 St. Louis Road
Berkeley, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

We are herewith enclosing a copy of our third
communication to Mr. Myer, National Director of WRA,
from a2ll relocation centers, for your interest and

consideration.

Whatever reply and response you may make to
this letter and the enclosures will, I assure you
’ o ’

be appreciated and studied by the residents.

Very truly yours,

ALL CENTER HEADOUARTER

<

Masaru Narahars; Chairman
A1l Center Conference

Enclosure




OT75 South Manhattan Place
Log Angeles, Californls
Augy 8% d2 1945.

¢ We Skelton
North Martel Avenue
3d Ca 1¢JuL,lao

Relocation Officer, te ne of your
concer-n reg 1ing the hiring of our returning panege -AA<1lcans
in your vieinity inderstand that petitions are or have been
circulated against their return theres

The Falr Play Comg'ttf. would be very glad to have any
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4805-E
Newell, Calif.
August 23, 1945

J«.E. Ennis

Attorney General
Enemy Alien Division
Depariment of Justice
Waehington 25, D.C.

Dear Sirg

I have not yet received any notice that my appli-
cation for renounciation of citizenship has been accepted.
'Therefore, I request that it be cancelled immediately.

Both my paerents have been in the United States for
25 consecutive years, and my sisters and I have never been
in Jepan. In Chico, Celifornia where T was born and raised,
the mejority of my friends were Caucesians, since there wefe
very few Japanese families there., Because of this I was
adepted to the American way of living and hardly know how to
read or write the Japanese language.

I felt very bitter when my sisters and I were for-
ced to evacuate our homes as we were American citizens. We
felt we were discriminated and would have no future in the
United Staies. My parents, beczuse of this, felt that the
only future for us would be in Japan, and urged me to re-
nounce my citizenship,

Since evecuation, my father, who is 78 years of age,
beceme very 11l and unable to move around. +is wish was to
go back to Japan as soon as possible. He pointed out to me
that although we are Ame:ican citizene weiwere never looked
upon a8 such and never given the rights of a citizen. He also
pointed ou that if I gave up my eitizenship, we might have s
chance to go back on the exchange ship and thus begin treat-
ments for his illness. As Americe was my only home, &nd hav-
ing never been to Japan, I knew that I could not be loyal to
ény country other than the United Statesy, but I thought that
my parents knew best.,

Now T regret very much in turning in my application
for renouncing my citizemship and would like to have it cane
celled immediately. If it has been epproved and is too late,
I will appreciate all your assistance for my parole from this
center,

Your kind attention will be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Annea Mieko Naksmura




September 6, 1945

liiss &“na #isko Nakamura
480 5-E

Newell, Californ
Dear ¥iss Nakanmur

Your letter ceived in our

office while Mrs, Kingman is away on vagation,
I shall eall it to hes antion immediately

T - ™ \L
upon har retura,

Our organization does not render assistance
to individuals in relocating. I would suggest,
if you have not already done so, that you contact
the War Reloscation 0ffioce at 461 Market St., 3an
Franciseo, the Relocation Division, for assistance
and advice.

Mre. Kingman may have some other suggestions
for you, and when she returns I shall call her
attention tec your letter.

Very sincerely ypurs,

Constance Halliday
b cretary to Mrs. Kingmen




Eastern Office:

Room 1109

299 Madison Ave.

New York City 17, N. Y.
Phone: Murray Hill 2-2459

Mid-West Office:
Room 1008

189 W. Madison Street
Chicago 2, Illinois
Phone: Franklin 8840

Japanese American Citizens League
An All American Organization 0f American Citizens
National Headquarters
413-415 BeasoN BLrpg.
SaLt Lake City 1, UtAaH
JAPANESE AMERIOAN CIT!ZENS LEAGUE

228 MCALLISTER STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 2, CAL. - MA. 8442

TELEPHONE 5-6501

August 24, 1945

Tri-State Office:
615 E. & C. Building
17th and Curtis
Denver 2, Colorado
Phone: Cherry 5990

San Francisco Office:
1860 Washington Street
San Francisco 9, California

Phone: Tuxedo 5212

Dear Friend:

This is a tentative draft of a resolution
being considered for circulation and concurrence

among those concerned in the resettlement of Ameri-
cans of Japanese descent.

Plegse feel free to postcard us with any re-
visions and suggestions you feel will be helpful.

Cordislly,

Z

Joe Grant Masadksa
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE

For Better Americans in A Greater America




ARIZONA
Bissop WALTER MITCHELI

Phoenix

CALIFORNIA
Mgs. WALLACE B. ALEXANDER

Orinda

Benyamin W. Brack, M.D......

Dr. MonroE DEuTscH

Oakland

Berkeley

Louis GOLDBLATT

San Francisco

KirBY PAGE

La Habra

Rt. REV. EDWARD L. PARSONS,

San Francisco

Rev. Dr. Irvine F. REICHERT.

San Francisco

Bisuop CHARLES S. REIFSNIDER
Brisaopr W. BERTRAND STEVENS

Pasadena

Los Angeles

Josepa S. THOMPSON
Avcust VOLLMER

San Francisco
Berkeley

AnNIE CLo WATSON

San Francisco

Dr. Ray Lyman WILBUR

Palo Alto

CONNECTICUT
Dr. WiLLiam ALLEN NEILSON

COLORADO
Bissor W. E. HAMMAKER

Falls Village

Denver

Denver

James G. PArTON

FLORIDA
Dr. HamiLton HoLrr

Winter Park

ILLINOIS
Dr. Epwin R. EMBREE

Chicago

Dr. CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON

Rev. Dr. ALBertr W. PALMER

.Chicago

Chicago

WirLLArRD TowNSEND

KANSAS

Chicago

WiLLiAM ALLEN WHITE (1868-1944)....eoeeeeeceeceeeeeneeeee Emporia

MASSACHUSETTS
Dr. RaLpa BArTON PERRY

Cambridge

MICHIGAN
Avucust SCHOLLE

Detroit

MISSOURI

Bisaor Epwin V. O’Hara
Bissor WiILLIAM SCARLETT

Kansas City
St. Louis

NEBRASKA
James L. PaxTon

NEW MEXICO
WirTER BYNNER

Omaha

Santa Fe

NEW YORK
Dr. CArL W. ACKERMAN.

New York

WiLLIAM AGAR

New York

New York
New York

HArry LoriN BINSEE

New York

Dr. Harry WooDBURN CHASE

New York

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
NATIONAL SPONSORS

Rev. Dr. Davip pE Sora Poor
Rev. Dr. HArry EmMERsoN Fospick

ReAp LeEwrs

New York

New York

New York

REv. Dr. REiNHOLD NIEBUHR

New York

GEORGE SCHUYLER

New York

Dgr. Joun W. THOMAS

New York

Rev. Dr. E. McNEILL PoOTEAT
Mg. Anp Mgs. HARPER SIBLEY.

NormaAN THOMAS

Rochester

Rochester

New York

Bisuop HeEnry St. GEORGE TUCKER

Bisaopr James E. WaLsua

New York

New York

NORTH CAROLINA
Dr. Frank P. GRAHAM

Chapel Hill

Dr. Howarp W. Obum

OHIO
Georce T. TRUNDLE

Chapel Hill

Cleveland

Dr. 0. M. WALTON.

Cleveland

OREGON
E. B. MacNAucHTON

Portland

Hon. CHARLES A. SPRAGUE

Salem

MONROE SWEETLAND

Portland

PENNSYLVANIA
PearL S. Buck

Perkasie

Dr. Rurus M. Jones

Haverford

Dgr. FELix MORLEY.

Haverford

Dr. Joun W. Nason

Swarthmore

CLARENCE E. PICKETT.

Philadelphia

RicaArp J. WALsH

Perkasie

TENNESSEE

Dr. DENA FrRANK FLEMING ..

JENNINGS PERRY i oliiinal

TEXAS
Dr. Homer P. RAINEY

Nashville

Nashville

Austin

UTAH
ArTHUR GAETH

Salt Lake City

Mgs. Burton W. Musser

Salt Lake City

VERMONT
DorotHYy CANFIELD FISHER

Arlington

VIRGINIA

REv. Dr. J. W. BiLL. MARSHALL

Richmond

WASHINGTON
Benyamin H. Kizer

Spokane

Dr. JEssE STEINER

Seattle

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Dr. WiLL W. ALEXANDER
RayyMonp Swine

Mg. anp Mgs. CHARLES P. TaFT

HAWAII
Dr. MiLes E. Cary

Honolulu, T. H.




A RESOLUTION ON THE RESETTLEMENT OF AMERICANS OF JAPANESE DESCENT

CENTER AHEREAS, Relocation of our Americean citizens sand resi-
EVICTION dents of Japanese descent from War Relocatlion centers
WITHOUT on a humgne basis and its effect upon the morale of our
ADEQUATE armed forces has motivated the concern of the under-
PROVIBIONS signed concurring orgenizations; and

DECRIEDR

Japanese American troops, retained abroad as occupation-
al forces, are appalled Dy federal eviction of their families, {heir
citations have earned nation-wide commendation. veeplte evacuation
and lgter confinement witiain relocation centers, their dnerliéanism
held strong. Now, they cannot come home to aid. fhe Btars and
Stripes magazine notes the sagging morale. We believe their mili-
tary record merits a decent reciprocal performance by the govern-
ment which will be above reprosch; and

‘¢ belleve the federal government, as the prime mover
4D _Llie evecuatlion, has an ihesca aole uworsl end legal responsiblil-
1ty toward these evacuees which does not ena wita the closing
the centers, Now, in the change-over from war to peace, tae equi-
table liquidation of the relocation genters becomes an inseparable
part of any national program for reconvereion anc refabllitastion;
and

fhe signatories, cognizant of the WRA program, favor the
S i a ¢ 0 ’

Lement of evacuees wherever they eleect to §0 but they

ea by the hardshivps inflicted when WRA strives for this

and

Undue persistence in methods of compulsory ousters adds
further inhumenities and injustices upon these evacuees and inevi-
tably aggravates community tensions in already congested aougling
areas. Thlie contributes to reconversion complications; n o w

£

e ref opr.e

FIVL BE IT RESBOLVED: We reaffirm the government responsi-

POINT P11lity towerd these federally displaced people who nore

PHROGRAM mally maintained unusual records for self-dependency

URGED by recommending this FIVE POINT PROGRAN

AS

ALTERNATIVE (1) Kvacuees shell not be evicted from the center
until the WRA relocation officer within the county to

which returnees are being sent nss zusranteed gousing for family
REESR IR ~1 E10]

1iving, togetner with adecuste means of gupnort:

(2) A ecenter or housing projec
cloce to the evacuees' point of origin be used as an Interim Center
for those who have not been sble to lake sdequaste relocation plans

before the center closes.

8, civilian or military,

£9) A wninLGNnneenCQQypr ve designeted for those 60
Jears end older; widows and goldiers' wives with children; and
those, unemployable snd incapacitated, whosge return to their commu-

nities would meke them publie charges.




A RESOLUTION

basing of West Coaet housing shortages is not ex ected
pefore center closing dates, so hostels will not be aveilable to
house permsnent devendency cases Thue, a center or housing proj-

(=]
ects, civilian or military, to sccommodate these dependency casgec
is required.

(4) BSpecial agsistance througli the 8 al Security
Aﬁrnoy be temporarily provided for relocatable 1 potentially celf-
sustaining returnees,

A epeclal federal assistence fund be get up to DIrO-
Lde for theece displaced aged sliens who cannot qualify for cate-

gorical sid in their respective states.

4y Deceuge of thelr lengthened egsentis 11ty oversess thelr

b i ’
pencenvs and ilmmedliate families will not suffer disproportionate

. e -3 3 e~ 1 ¥ "o ¢ 1 T 4 + - - P AT o 1
darasilps, sucilh as will result be defsult of thic pProgran gnd

.

ok LT FURTHER RESOLVED: Jspsnese Americsn troope be

4

dered treatment of ite own citizens

itates cannot jeopardige ite internstio
i

moral leads 1ip by ill-cons

and neople

transmitted to

o~ T
ad

Relocation Autbority.

2spectiully submitted,







4805-E
Newell, California
Auguast 25, 19495

American Friends Committee
San Francisco, Cealifornia

Centlemen:

As T understand that your organization
is helping many Japanese Americans, T would like
to have your help in clearing me co that I may
leave this center to relocate.

Both my parents are very old (age 73 and
60) and there are Ju°t my younger sister (19) and
myself(22). T truly recret putting in an
application for remouncing my citizenship. When
T think of it now, I can't see what ever mede me
do such & foolish thing. Perhaps because my father
wae ill and I though we had a better chance 1o
return and cive him medical treetment sooner.

Attached is & copy of the letter which
T have sent to the Attorney CGeneral. T will
certainly appreciste your help in get ting me clear
to leave this center,

Vours truly




48056-E
Newell, California
August 23, 1946

J. E. Ennis

At orney General
Enemy Alien Division
Department of Justice
Washington, 25 D, C.

Dear Sirs

Since I have not received any notice that my
application for renunciation for citizenship has been
accepted, I am writing this letter requesting it be can-
celled immediately.

: I have never been in Japan and the only way
of 1ife T know is the life here in the United States.

Up until January 1945 I never for one moment considered
remouncing my United States citizenship as I am an Amer-
icen, 1In January, when the exclusion band was lifted,
two orgenizations became very active in this center in
forcing people to be more Japanese and ome of their means
wes to put as much pressure as possible on families to
prove their loyalty to Japan,

Both my parents were born in Japan, my father
came to this country about 40 yrs. ago. During this period
he returned to marry my mother and then he went back to
to bring her here, In the last 25 years neither of my
parents have been back to Japan. They settled in Chico

where my sisters and I were born and raised. 8Since there
were very few Japanese families located in Chico most

of our friends were Caucasians., When war was declared we
were forced to evacuate, We felt very bitter in having

to leave our home as we children were American citizens,
There weré Italian families, who were not American citizens,
and they were not foreed to evacuate even though our
country was at war with Italy. My mother and father, who
were born in Japan, felt that because of this they no
longer had a future in the United States, For this reason
they urged me to renounce my citizenship. I never felt
right. I regretted it because I felt that I was an Amer-
ican and could not be loyal to Japan. Not only did I deo
this foolish thing because of the attitude of femily,

but considerable pressure was put on us by themglock people,




I sincerely hope that my application for re-
nunciation of citlizenship ha

8 not been reviewed and my
application can be cancelled, If my renunciation of
citizenship has already been accepted I wish to be con-
sidered for parole.

Your assistence on this matter will be greatly
appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

Mary Nakamura




September 6, 1945

Miss Helen Murphy
465 California Street, Room 209
can Francisco 4, California

Dear Miss Murphyd
The following contributions have been

receivedfiin this office and are to be credited
to the Los Angeles Committee:

Anne M, Humford $ 5.00
42% Bo., Commonwealth Ave,
Los Angeles,

Floyd W, Forker
Chamber of Commerce Bldg.
Los Angeles 18

Log Angeles CIOC Council
5851 South Avalon Blvd,
Los Angeles, 9,

Emma C, Smith
5905 E) Mio Dr.
Log Angeles 42

Eleanor Lloyd Smith (Mrs. Ralph #) 10,00
1851 Outpost Dr,
Log Angeles 28

Mrs.Hubert T, Wilken
230 2lst ot.
Santa Monioca,

And to be credited to the local office:
Cpls Clyde G, Miller 1.00

16172078 « 4th ARU F.
APQO 344, San Francisco




September 6, 1945

uary Nakamura

(-o (;n .',J

California

g
=

Lear Miss Nakamura:

§ bean raceived in this
Lingmwan 1s eway on vasation.
I

10y attention immsdiately

not assistant
of relocation,
ly dons so,
L oca *\oritw,
1 Franois @0, the Jalo,atior
& ”»iti@nﬁﬂﬁé and advice,

Mrs. Xingnan mey have some further suggestions
for you, and when she returns I shall ocall her
attention to youry ’

Very sincerely yours,

Constance Halliday
Seorstary to HMrs. Kingman




August 27, 1945

Open Letter to:

Chamber of Commeree of Auburn, California
Fruit and Vegetable Growers and gwmperu of Placer County, Calxzorﬂlq
Business men of Auburn, Loomis, Penryn, and Newcastle, Californi
BEditor, Auburn gpurnal Republican

1

The time has come when the people of California and of the N¥ation have a

ht to expect responsible fruit and vegetable growers, processors, and bus iness
nen of uour@, Loomis, Penryn and Newecastle to speak for themselves. The moves
coming from Placer County te drlvc out a persccuted race of competitors and labhorers
are now known to the world. The public, which Lu being used by Placer County inter-

a5 an unconscious support, is entitled to know whether those persons and or=-
ganizations behind this drive vho imply that they are speaking in their bshalf,
really represent them. And the growers, Processors end business men are entitled
to an opportunity publicly to clear themselves of these "spokesmen", or to ceccpt
then.

&rv eonsiderstion of what may be the real attitudec of the principal econcmie
interests of Placer County, California, toward persons of Japanese ancestry vho are
1&WLM11V entitled to live there, begins with public expressions and actions. The
following are among those which have been reported in the Auburn Journal Repub lican
gince the first of this year:

1. "ﬂrmst*ov of the Placer County Citizens' Anti-Japanese League,
with an "Auburn business man" as Chairman. During the "keynote address"
thn man elected as treasurer, who assumed to speesk in the nane of

"Pleeer County and California Fruit and Vegetable Growers" made this
proposal as a proper treatment of persons of Japanese ancestry

ay it is our duty to civilize, humanize and Ch
e

aps is just bunk. If we must do something for tme
terilize them." (Auburn Journal Republican, Jan. 18,

2. goon thereafter, in Placer County, several persons were eharged
with attempting to set £ 1re to the fruit packing shed of a returned
Japencse American, on the night of January 17, and of attempiing to
dynamite the shed on Jaquary 18, on or about the same date that the Loague
wms formed. Civilians impliceted were residents of Placer County, and two
soldiers implicated with t“um in the attempts were absent without leave

¢

from the United States Ariay at the time. (Journal Republicean, Fab. 22, 1945).

Z. The defense attorney at the trial in Auburn closed with a plea
that "This is a vhite man's eountry". (Auburn Journal Republican,

April 26, 19453 S Chroniele, April 25, 1945). Adnmissions of the

of fenses charged le by defendants to the District Attorney, were read
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into the record of the trial, and "the defense offered no testimony of
any kind". Wevertheless, the defendants were acquitted, evidently on
strength of the appeal for racial discrimination.

4. On the same day, when the Auburn newspaper reported the verdict
of acquittal, it announced that the returned Japanese American whose
property had been tho object of the attempted arson and dynamite had gone
under ordere to Sacramento to take physical examination for military ser-
vice. His two brothers already were serving the United States Army.

5. The "Placer County Citizens' Anti-Japanese League", renamed the
"oalifornia Preservation League" proclaimed as its purpose "to discour-
age the return of people of Japanese ancestry to California by refusing
to buy, sell, lease or trade with any Japanese", and to "buy or confis-
cate all Japsnese lands or businesses, such properties to be offered to
returning veterans", (excepting undoubtedly those American veterans
unfortunate enough to be born of Japancse ancestry.

6. Early in ilay this "California Preservation Leaguc" hold moot-
ings to expand into a statewide organization, with the same "Auburn
business man" as president who had been elected chairman of the "Anti-
Japenese League" at the meeting in Auburn at which boycott and sterili-

stion of persons of Japanese ancestry were proposed publicly.

In this very period during vhich these events were occurring with intent to
drive out a portion of the local labor supply, snnouncements were being carried of
an impending shortage in Placer County of farm labor. The preceding season schoocl
boys and girls from as far as San Francisco Bay had been recruited at public expense
and by volunteer effort in order to help Placer County people harvest their crops.
lexican Nationals also had been imported to the county at public expense for the
same purpose. By these means the crops had been saved. Indeed, the very same issue
of the Auburn Journal Republican which announced formation of the Placer County
Anti-Japanese Citizens' League under an "Auburn business man" acknowledged this,
for it reported also a "good-will dinner" in "appreciation for the fine work which
is being carried on within the fruit belt of Placer County by the Mexicans".
Evidently those business men and others vho saw fit to support measures calculated
to "discourage" laborers of Japanese ancestry from returning to their Placer County
homes, felt they could act with impunity to themselves, in confidence that the
nation's taxpayers would again save their crops by sending in Mexican Nationals.
1f we arc to belicve recent statements in the Journal Republican, fruit and vege-
tsble and business men of Placer County still have that confidence and those
expectations. Recent publicity from Auburn reaffirms that fruit and vegetable
interests and business men welcome the help of boys and girls from the Bay Area,
and of iexican Nationals supplied at public expense, because these are devices to
snable themselves to eliminate some of their competitors by fostering race prejudice.
Under the headline "To Bill from Dad", the Journal Republican published on Junc 14,
1945 g letter, cxcerpts from which follow:

"In a very short time tho harvest camps will open and the youngsters who
have helped pull the fruit men out of the hole here for the past three
years are rolling up their sleeves ready to begin. Those of us who had
felt another way, perhaps better than the Jap way, would be found to
harvest our fruit, have had our faith in the youngsters fully justified
in these past four years. I believe that all the businessmen, (both
ranchers and merchants) now are agreed that economically speaking we are
better of f than we were before the Japs were moved from California, by
the army « « o "




"In Placer County, as you know, we were so entirely dependent on Japanese

farm labor that it was almost pitiful. That situation no longer exists.

fexiecan Nationals, as well as sehool children, have adm1rab1y filled the
and we sre no longer dependent upon any group . . .

cap

(o o) o5 )

".meh of the money received by the workers is spent right here in this
vieinity. The businessmen in every community can tell you the result.
Loomis, Penryn and Newcastle that once werc thriving communitics and
thon boeamc virtual ghost towns, again look like their former sclves . . . "
the fruit erop is now beginning to roll into the fruit houses,
omnmunitics arc humming with the march of ehildren's feet, all
ending in fruit hous¢ row. The shouting and laughter of the 'kids' as
thoy corry on is disgoncorting to the old school, but from obscrvation,
your dad is frec to say it has always beon tho youngsters who have found

et O ]
o Weys

Upon tho basis of this public record, we believe it appropriate to invite
responsible fruit and vegetable growers and proeessors, and business men of Placer
County to make public answer to several questions.

1. Do you believe that American taxpayers, through the War Food Adninistratiesn
Agrieultural Extension Service, should pay 10or reeruiting, transporting
bplying Placer County with Nationals from iexico while in your eommunity
lements vhich assums to sppﬁk in your name ﬂdVOO%t* *1thcut eontradiction, or
smploy devices teo "discourage" laborers from returning home?

2. Do vou expect parents and children from towns and eitics to svoporate T

rocruiting boys and girls to harvest your ercops, if that assistaneec is to be inters
preted publiely within vour cmmmunitv in your name, and without contradiction, as
an aid to a formal program of eeonomic and race discrimination?

3. Do vou support the publiec efforts within your county to utilize rase pre-
judiee as a device to eliminate that portion of your eompetitors and laborers whieh
18 ot Japanesa aneestry?

which of those measures publicly advocated or employed
or orgat txuns in Plaeer County, that are intended to "diseourage' the return of
nersons of Japanese ancestry to their homes and their labors, do you approve, and

I

which do vou net opprove?

Qur sommittee believes that the faets of this situation, elarified by the
wers of responsible fruit and vegetable growers end shippers and business men
Plaser County, should be presented to the War Food Adminigtration and the

ltural Extension Service at the next time allocaticns of llexican Nationals
sted for Placer County; that vh‘5€ facts should be presented to the Con-
next time when appropriations are requested for farm laborers who
at public expensc tc Flaeer County; and that they should be proscnted
and boys and girls who in anothor scason may be asked te velunteer to
crops in Placer County.

e understand that those who have helped to recruit girls and boys from
Rerkeley for this year's harvest in Placer County have protested that they did not

do so in order to help anybody to "discourage" eny other Placer County laborers.
e believe that this protest is sound.
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August 28, 1945,

Dr. Arthur Cushman MeGiffert, Jr.;
Pacific School of Religlon,

1798 Scenic Avenus,

Berkeley 4, California.

Dear Doctor NecGiffert:

I have a note from Ruth Kingman, in
which she tells me that, in the first place, you
lost your appendix a few days ago and that, in the
second place, you are leaving your present posltion
to accept the presidency of the Theological School
of the University of Chicago.

This 1s to express my hope that your
recovery will be npt and complete, and also to
extend, not only my best wishes to you in the new
position, but also the very great apprecliation
which all of us feel of the fine work you have
done on the Committee. Most of us, including ny-
self, have done so little work compared to your
own that we owe you a deep debt of gratitude for
taking so much from our shoulderss Although we
may have arrived before the eleventh hour, we did
not bear the heat and burden of the day, and we
realige how much of the accomplishment of the Come
mittes is due to your resclute leadership and cone
stant willingness to helps

With best wishes, 1 am,

yours sincerely,

M o 1T

Ml Vil




August 28,

Honorable Roger D. Lapham,
Nayory

City Hall,

San Prancisco, California.

On returning to my office after our talk

this morning, I find a lettsr from our

Committee on

American Principles and
press to you on

for your insistence that an American of Japanese de=-

scent be glven the Municipal Rallwayse

I have already expressed my personal gratification

aituation so effectively and courage-

only to say that ouwr Committee .

APressions

Yours sincerely,







HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS COMMITTEE:
141 DiSTRICT CALIFORNIA FOREIGN AFFAIRS
HOME ADDRESS:
2701 WILSHIRE BLVD,
LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

Congress of the United States

1Housge of Wepregentatibes

Washington, B, €.




GEORGE E. OUTLAND
11TH DISTRICT
CALIFORNIA

Congress of the United States
FBouse of Representatives
Waghington, B, €.

Ruth W.
xecutive
Pacific Coast Committee
American Principles and
Celifornia Street

Francisco 4, Californiza.

> August
to the Chamber of Commer
business men and
office today.
assure you that he

upon his return to

COMMITTEE:
BANKING AND CURRENCY




RICHARD J. WELCH
5TH DisT. CALIFORNIA

Congress of the Anited States
PBouge of Representatives
Washington, BD. €.

August 31,1945

Mrs.Ruth W. Kingman,Executive Secretary
Pacific Coast Committee on

American Principles and Fair Play

465 California Street

San Francisco 4,California

My dear Mrs.Kingman:

During the absence
Welch from Washington, I wish to acknowle
of your letter of August 27th enclosing D} ¢
letter addressed tc amber of Commerce of Auburn

and other organiza

r
Placer County.

cae1ired vr » A~ammiini o
assureqa your communica

's attention upon

<

will be brought to the Congressman
return next week.




JACK Z. ANDERSON
8TH DISTRICT CALIFORNIA

Congress of the United States
BHouse of Repregsentatives
Washington, B. €.




JERRY VOORHIS
12TH DIST, CALIFORNIA

COMMITTEE
ON AGRICULTURE

Congress of the United States

House of Representatibes
THashington, B. C.

HOME ADDRESS
R. F.D. No. 1
SAN DIMAS, CALIFORNIA

OFFICE ADDRESS:
501 HousE OFFICE BLDG
WASHINGTON, D. C.




FRANCK R. HAVENNER COMMITTEE:
ATH DISTRICT CALIFORNIA NAVAL AFFAIRS

Congress of the Anited States
House of Repregentatives
®@Washington, B. €.

August 31, 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman

Executive Secretary

Pacific Coast Committee on
American Principles and Fair Play

Room 203, 465 California Street

San Francisco 4, Californis

Dear Mrs. Singman:

I have read with interest the copy of the
letter which you enclosed with yours of aAugust 27.
You may be assured of my careful attention to this
matter.

Sincerely yours,

b (R e
\;ﬂ‘é’t% 1 1\‘-'7. 'ZL’ MNALAAR '/{';' .
Franck R, Havenner
Member of Congress




