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March 30# 1943

Why should we go - we’re 4C,
Why not? It’s free!!
Share and share alike.
J A 0 X« doesn’t represent the Hlsele.
We’re all one people - family • here. (•Japanese11 during strike) 
Every nan for himself.
Why doesn’t the government famish it! 
fake it and ask later.
Bon* t work hard «
We’re not Indians - 
Just mark time, 
lawyers are •Inna*.
Excuse it, hut this is Poston style.
•They never accomplish anything.4 - (TOC A CEB)
Taking government property is merely borrowing for the duration. 
The chef is the dictator *
Why look up - there’s nothing to dteal.
If you don’t like it, ws quit«
What democracy did to us!
Don’t talk democracy to us!
We don’t want plans and promises - we want action.
We want efficiency - not •ketoe*.
Who’s he telling ust
Somebody’s getting a cut out of this.
The block should decide it.
Government help us! They’re trying to reassure us.
What will people think!



Xssel . Aaericmi-born nisei« are dumb - no backbone.
Niseis & Xibois — - The Xssel« hare had their chance* 
We have no privacy.
Let1« wait and see what happens.
Let the ether fellow stick hi» neck out.
Our block le the best.
Let the minister stick to religion.
No use trying, all you get ie enemies.
Nothing to read in the Preee Bulletin»
•Togo roe»
•No shame}
•We1 re not working for the money. What1« $16,001» 
WHA policy changes like a »cat9« «ye.»

These aren* t really school.
Will never get credit for this.
The old foggy doeen91 know anything.
We should have a centralized school recreation.

a i m «  Lj/msssm — —

They were good students In California.
Xfve given up.
X can1! get ahold of them.
They1 re so bitter.' They won9t listen.
They9 re being influenced.



'Stay won* 1 take rosponelbility. 
Whatever you do, it1« wrong.
Thoy* re 90 touchy.
•It1# up to you emoueee.*

Powell "developing KPA attitude* 
*Don*t "hoar torches. *
"After all wo owe it to thorn.* 
tf#fro all one people here*
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POSTOI BISMSGK SOUQmM&y

Exhaustive «ad patient researches 
By Leighton and Spicer et al,
Hart conclusively prorad that at Poston 
fa make practically no «ansa at all.

By further experimentation 
It was inoontrover tibly shown.
That oosparative saneness at Poston 
Is enjoyed by tha scorpions alone.

Japanssa and Caucasians together.
In a rare pathological state,
And agreed that their sadness is lasting.
Pace tha future resigned to their fhte.

The ultimate recommendation
Of the Doctors in charge of Research,
Is that Poston he classed as a bughouse,
And that no one be left in the lurch. (JOS)



RUMORS
PERSONAL Ji —  n  P-
RiTURN TO, CALIFORNIA AND RE-RELOCATION OF CAMP

MARCH 5 | 1943 s

x j
l#nBecause parts of the restricted area in Arizona were 

mad© a free zone* many people believed that soon 
Central California or the whit© zone may be made a 
free zone* Consequently, rumors ere prevalent that 
evacuees from that area are to be allowed to return, 
due to the labor shortage on the fields there* These 
rumors appeared more logical as it was reported that the 
Caucasian residents of that area questioned the return 
of the Japanese# Many people were happy, but still there 
were others who expressed the desire to return#

2# A rumor concerning the wholesale re-relocation of all 
Poston was flying high wide and handsome# This rumor 
was believed to have been started among the school 
children who claimed that their teachers had told them 
this news#

m
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r  f>. In TT*s office RN drew a curve of “attitudes in peston“* 
showing the relative numbers of persons “pro-Japanese” and 

“pro-American. “ The large mass of issei fell in an area about 
1/3 of the way from Pro-J to Pro-A. There was a sharp decline 

of the curve then toward Pro-A. A few* very few Iseei were at 
the extreme pro-A end. A somewhat larger number were at the 

exptreme pro-J end. The largest number of nisei were a little 

to the pro-A side of the issei median. A few nisei fell in

the pro-J side of the general issei median. Elf said that he 
would like to spend the rest of his time in camp s t u p i n g  this 

curve. He talked at length on the theme that there had been 
a marked shift in all groups to the pro-J side of the curvex 

since relocation.

Japan after the war. “Most of these are just day-dreaming. It 

Is an escape from what th^y dont like now. They dont think 

realistically on this now. I told you the other day I would n*t 

go back to Japan. But I am going back if Japan loses. If she 
wins I will stay. I have to leave my wife here, if Japan loses. 

She can take care of the kids. She is a nisei* but she is mare 
pro-Japan .se than I am right now. But I know she couldn't get 

along with the higher classes over there. She have to stay 

here.“ RN went on to say that he cannot talk with his wife at 

home because she is a political figure in the block and she 

would use his stuff. He has to come to TT and spill it out. 

This is his only sanctuary.
Explaining his chart* he went on to say that the pro-

the extreme pro-J area. The Buddhist

50% of the people in camp say they are going back to



2. Jan. 7. ,1943
J  element± is more tolerant of the pro-A elment than vice 

versa.
The significant thing about the Arkansas rumor is that 

the people had resigned themselves fully to staying in camp. 
They wanted to stay. Then came the new drastic sense of inse­
curity. They accepted it readily. But it created some of the 
pre-strike feeling again. This His very, very significant. ** 

The great majority had resigned themselves to staying in cemp.

»♦The nisei council becomes part of the adminisi ration» 

As soon as he becomes a counc ilman, he is no longer part of 
our people. You see, there are two cultures here, in contact

but in conflict."
The kibe is were not active in the strike. The real rad­

icals in camp would not have raaised the Japanese flag* Th-y 

would have thought it a desecration.
All the issei are indifferent to agricultural develop­

ment. Their attitude is--- that is your problem, not ours.
(EHS)



POSTOH CHKOHICt
STAFF iEMBER
SENTIMENTS AND ATTITUDES

s
March 10» 1943

One day» a Chronicle reporter went into Mr* Snelson* s 

office, and before she could say anything, he asked her if

he used some profanity and stated that he had subscribed ^ 
to the Chronicle for three months and he had only received 
three issues in that period*

The Poston Chronicle did not appear on the 10th of 
March* The reason of this was that the fellow in ch rge 

of.mimeographing the paper did not recieve any transporta­
tion to his home so that he could eat* Consequently he be­

came "sore” and refused to work for the rest of the evening 
and night. He is supposed to work until ltOO a.m* to get 

the paper out on time* He had the keys to a room which 

the staff was using temporarily and no one could get into 
the room*

she was a reporter* When she enswelled in the affirmative,
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Woman Teacher of High School «Junior Class:

Ifc is just terrible how listless these students 
are. It seems w®r se than ever lately. Ana the class elect ions 

are going on, too. I had my ears set back yesterday. I wwant 

to assembly where the candidates were being introduced to the 

student body. It was supposed to be a rally, but it might 
have been a funeraltsas far as anybody could see. The candidate 
would get up en the pJa tferm ana nobody clapped er anything*
%. junior girl was introduced* one of mine, and I have been 

pulling xor her. Well, I let out a cheer as loud as I could 
without thinking. Nobody else made a sound, but they all 

turned and looked at me as though I was crazy. I felt very 
much put in my place, I te 11 you. I just sat there the 

rest of the assembly and never made a sound* I got just as 

apathetic as they were. I certainly felt like a criminal 

and I can tall you I wont cheer anybody again, not till one 
of the students starts it.

(EK3)



December 3, 1942 l

IHTERVIEW WITH GE0HG5 PFA73Y. TEACHKR

Dr. Beatty had just ád&ress éd the teachers in ward 7 
•n the problms with which the Poston Ada. has had te contend 
in setting up the schools. He had ended with & little state* 

ant é há own philosophy ana a few werds en his faith in 

khe United States as the best place in the we rid fer any 

aiinerity group. His last statements were expressed with great 
eloquence and emotion. There was a sudden burst of clapping 
at the end.

Peavay came into ay effice with me and sat devm fer a 

cigarette. He said, '‘What de you make ef that? The reaction 
te that last tear-jerker. X felt what he was leading up te 
and se I kept a carsffctl leek around. I saw Miss Patten get 

all set and sure enough she started the clapping. It spread 
with a bang threugh the Caucasian teachers* but did you net ice 

the Japanese teachers d i d n ’t de much about it? There they 

sat, net ouch expression en their faces, appearing te lack 
the feeling that teek held ef the Caucasians, (I said I had 

abeut the same impression.) What de yeu make ef it?
The ether day I wrote keae te my folks te straighten 

them eut abeut the strike. In the letter I said, ’I haven’t 
lest ay faith in the Japanese and until I de, I ’m going te 
stick en here.’ But I wonder if I ’a losing it. Was I read­

ing something inte their reactien just new? These people 
aren’t like the Japanese I knew in Hawaii. I dent understand 

this apathy. De yeu think there could be an element ef shame 

in their lack ef reactien te that patriotic sentiment?
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De they think that it is a little ef the s ame eld 

bunk? What is their actual react ten. I feel tie t I have 
neticed it in ether things*

(I asked what he meant by 11 an element ef shame11)*

Well, I*m net se sure tte t I knew ays elf, but I guess 
Khtdcxmsaax: what I mean is what they have been thinking lately, 

mfcxxxxxx maybe, that they haven't exactly bean thinking leyal- 

ly. I dent knew* If yeu can figure it eut I wish yeu weuld 
tell me*

(I asked him what sert ef attendance he had been tearing 
in his classes during and since the strike*)

Oh, fine, there were twe eut teday, a ctuple out yest&r- 
day. My attendance has been regular all aleng ever since the 

strike started, always quite geed. Harris says that things 

have been bad in the high sc heel classes, bad at t aim ance, 

seme cecky attitudes ameng the kids. But that isn’t true 
ameng ay seniers* I dent knew why they sheula like to lis ten 

te me blew eff ¿b eut net king every day. We still dent have 
any beeks* The enly thing they have been critical abeut is 

studying Pesten. They think they have ha d enough ef that and 
want te study semething else, se we have started on ietter- 

writing. I den't feel competent te fcxikx teach English lit. 
witheut a text, se I had te plead eff on that, although they 

wanted it pretty badly.

(I asked if there seemed te be any change in attitude 

in his classes lately.)
Oh, I knew ufcat you are driving at. All the te ackers 

are talking abeut hew apathetic the students are. My aren’t
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any mere so than tle y ever were. The strike hasn*t changed 
theji a bit s© far as I can see, I teld yeu that ay class 

said they had get ten tired of standing around fires at the 

police station and had petitioned to be let off, I dont know 
whether that was really the case9 but they told me it was 
and wbhat is why they were all back- in school,

bo, they been cocky, as they say, not ay
class. But the other teachers complain ©f it and as head of 
the English depart»* nt, I have gone so far as to tell Vm-.m 
wO use the big stick if they need it. They have ay per­
mission te get tough with thei*, if it will de any good.

They de show a <b rtain dullness on the senior class 
elections. The boy who is running for c k - i m a n  from our 

class was introduced the ether aerning by his campaign ®sno— 

agar. The manager made a brief speech, telling where he caae 

froa, and listing his virtues #f character. Then the candidate 
got up and all he did was to thank his caapaign manager for 
all the nice things he had said. Then he sat down, no speech 

at all. That is characteristic. And I »11 bet he gets ele cted.

Chits)
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TO I SOCIOLOGICAL JOURNAL
SUB Ji CAPTURED HORSE- -
BTs K.U,

Some people in our block are beginning to feel that 

w© might get into trouble because of the horse which the 

men captured. As the horse probably belonged to some 
Indians, they think that the Indians would resent the 
horse being captured by the Japanese, The Block Manager 
has asked the men to release it* but so far nothing has 
been done about it. Some men said that they shouldn’t 
have captured the horse because this camp was on an 
Indian Reservation, Others said, "Well, if everything 

in this camp belonged to the Indians, what were the 
Japanese doing here and why didn’t they let us out?"
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(This iiafoA» tiott was gathered In m  internal conversation ---dth a ddron-» 

ici© reporter just before church» Other people were gathered about but 

inamgea in various conversations» this reporter is refuted to be the 

*st*ir« reporter cm the staf f is Obit m  #)

This person responded to the question* »StilJ. working o» the Chron­

icled* 1th a nod end *— 4 f  you can u.If it that»*

The reason there had been no paper for a few d y  last week wasg ■, ftl
because the isim ©©graphing machine broke»

M*uy people had been wondering why the Chronicle appeared in such —  

bridged form# f or instance* on Thursday* May C # only one sheet appeared 

and that was the Poston 111 page dth the Japanese section cm the W o k #

The reason for this was. .'that.-the stencils for the other pages-', sore mis^o. ced 

while they were sent inm one ca»p to another and then back ¿gain# The 

staff members attempted to trace it .&ad recover it but in v • in» Finally 

they gave up and merely printed just the Poston III page and Japanese sec­

tion-— ths only stencils they had»

Another reason why various pages had been mis-ing is that the sten­

cils were accidentally tom curing handling sad thus made useless#

nevertheless* Poston in its entirety had always received the identi­

cal form of the paper —  abridged or complete»



12/24/42 —  ECTED HAAS
Dec* 22, DAILT CHRONICLE —  reactions to it,

I /■■' J* *̂**if/* ' 7-’,-. | ;’.Vj ■ t y
I heard last night f W  Dr. Harris, 11* 50-12*00, that he had idticed 

groups of nisei gathered together*«* He thinks these were mostly school teachers—  

on the morning of the 22nd, and one person in each gf those groups had a copy 

of this and apparently.were discussing it. In his view thqr were vciy well 

satisfied with it. So much for the loyal niseis!

gut how about Mr. Sugimoto and Mr. Katow. Both of them knew ‘feat 

this statement was going to be issued. In fact the second and third item <f 

this statement had been modified in a few words due to Mr. Sugimoto*s request 

to Mr. Head

In the first place they asked yesterday, the 2$rd, in the morning 

at about 9*50—9*45 to see me and discuss things. The meeting began at 9*45 | 

afcd at 10*00 was interrupted and changed until 2f(jQ*-$*Q0 because of the 

meeting of the Cooperative Congress of Unit I with representatives from Units 

XI and III, including Mr. Tachibana. fhe meeting with Mr. Sugimoto and Mr.

Katow lasted from 2*00 till 5:20 at their request although some people were 

waiting for me outside.

fhe history of the Statement, a copy was prepared by the new extra- 

legal group, Dr. Powell, Dr. Harris, Mr. Kennedy, Mr, Haas, who with the 

possible exception of Dr. Karris have been planning and plotting recently in 

order that the cuase of righteousness shall not be sullied or be defeated 

entirely. It was handed to Mr. James and the general scheme was followed 

though he changed a few items, one of which caused a retraction next day—  

that with regard to the wrong dates which were correct on the original 
statement.

Yesterday afternoon Mr. James came into yy office^ at a great pace.

He was hotly per sued by Edith Fufe&i. Both wore vary excited, Edith had a 

prepared article, at the top of which was her name, for putting in the pep er,
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Dec 22, D A M  CHRONICLE—  reactions to it, 2

It was a statement by Andy Sugimoto given to her and as she said modified 
considerably by her» It charged great damage had been done by the misleading
story in the Poston Daily Chronicle* It was misleading because the editorial
comment, rather than the article itself, gave the impression that the

Central Executive Committee was no more, was the former Central Executive

Committee* It was misleading also because it gave the impression the committee

did not have executive functions, and in the third place it gave the idea that
the present Central Executive Committee had been in existence during tie

emergency when everybody (Including Ted Haas) knew that it had been elected
subsequent to the termination of the strike, Ted Haas having been at the
election of the Board«

Well, Norris was being hard put by Edith Fukai and had evidently m n  
to me for help and called upon me, 1 explained to Edith a number of points. 
Then something came up and while I was attending to it, Mr, James started to 
dictate a statement, which appeared in the press the next day indicating a 

retraction of two points,
Mr* James indicated to me in conversation in the evening that he felt 

that he was number one on the priority list while I said I thought I was so far 
ahead that there was no competition, and proceeded in the presence of Dr«

Powell (?) James, Harris and Kennedy, in Mr« Kennedy1 s room, to denounce 'die 

timidity of most of the Members of the staff who talked big about what tfay 

would do, how they would run their own departments and over their dead bodi® 
would accept recommendations of evacuee committees, and when in the presence of 
them talked entirely different than in social halls and in staff and other 
meetings« Examples were cited regarding Mr« Evans, Mr« Flen — - example, 
removal of the Fire Chief, and half a dozen other members of the staff«
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Dec 22 DAILT CHBQHICLE **—  reactions to it* 5

—  EC

(Back to meeting with Katow md  Sugimoto) Smoot Kata« and An^r suginoto 

in the morning said that they had been mi sunders to o d * there m s  nothing to 

this office business but a head ache and etickirgyyour neck cut# Thgr were 

in it just in order to help out. They asked m whether I thought the tksmiittee 

was merely an Advisory one# We talked abaut this * the negotiations which 

they stated they had minutes of* the desirability of having agreements in 

writing* etc„

In the afternoon the conversation was continued# Towards the end 

Mr, Katow handed me a statement which included what he believed was the power s 

of the Central EKecutive Committee#

By the way* in the morning* Mr# Katow aid Mr# Sugimoto had asked ©  

see the June S* 1942 Circular on Temporary Community Evacuee Government* aid 

Administrative Instructions 34* issued August ($?}* 1942* ahich dealt with 

permanent Evacuee government# Both of which they borrowed#

AnjSy and Smoot seemed very sad over the reaction to Mr# Head11 s state­

ment and the newspaper account concerning it# They felt that they had been 

given the run around# The list Mr# Katow showed me included the foil odng %

X# To nominate* select and appoint evacuee heads of departments! 2# to 

translate administrative instructions and other administration informationJi nto 

Japanese# (The Translators Bureau that Mr# Head and Mr# James had apparently 

approved# Mr# Evans was to be the mini tor and some six or seven jobs had been 
approved by Mr# Head and sent to Mr# Kennedy for filling#)! 5# To act upon the 

recommendations of the Council! §# To have refrred to it all the recommendations 

of the Council in order to advise Mr, Head about the®! $# To coordinate the 

activities of the various evacuee departments*

?jhen Mr# Katow mentioned about two and three* thef said that was that 

th«y were after# They told me about the experience of the Council# They knew
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that the Connell was not enough because the Council ”old be g ±ren the run 

around by many Caucasian heads* They would sometimes spend a ifcole day laying 

to track down something and then they would be told "no" by a Caucasian 

department head* They wanted to do something now that would give the Evacuee s 

real participation* Furthermore the/ showed me the next to the last paragraph 

in the Community Evacuee Circular which they maintained gave Mr* Head the 

right in the internem period before the permanent organization to set up 

axy organization which he desired for the welfare of the people during the 

intinerum period*

X told them that according to the general order, all kinds of governing 

boards and commissions could be set up by appointment, In which iseis and niseis 

alike could sit* I showed them this section of the Circular* Furthermore I 

pointed out that under the permanent set-up there were some worthwhile powers 

even though I did not feel that they were adequate* They thought something 

more was needed* I said that Mr* Head had utilized the Judicial Commission 

as a means for evacuee participation in administration even before IRA had 

Issued Administrative instructions No. 54* I urged Smoot and Andy to suggest 

anything concerning boards and commissions which they thought desirable to the 

organisation commission on permanent government*

I felt, and I have felt increasingly tat these two men as wall as 

some of the other members of the community felt that there had been mi sunder» 

standings and they had not caused them, by the Project Director* In other 

words, they felt that some promises during negotiations and subsequently —  

they were careful not to state this however definitely — - had not been kept*
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In the morning I took up a few matters with Mr« Sugiyama which X 

considered important* one about the newspaper and the Council# that 1he 
Council should get press relations and see that it was properly presented in 
the press« Two* it should ask for investigations concerning transportation, 
and 5«* they might ask for payments and checks that would expedite« Mr«

Sugiyama said he would take them up«
We had quite a long discussion about the Press« Mr« Sugiyama said 

he had been very much interested in the press when he first came but he had 

become very much disgusted because he found there was too much hush-hush He 
instanced the case where somebody was drown and the paper wouldn*t maatLcn it« 

He also said the paper dealt with trivialities often« He thought that was 
the opinion of many of the people« He sort of thought he couldn't do anything 

with Norris lames running the paper«

).
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5he Cooperative Congress of Unit I was strictly off the record# The 

press was not invited t© this meeting at which GaLvin, Mathieson, Fister, end 

Haas of the administration staff it was arranged should be asked to attend# 

Fister, Gelvin and Haas were mentioned by invitation, and Gelvin asked 

M&thieson also# Gelvin attended most of the time,. Evans for a few minutes#

James arrived after his reporter heard of big doings, arrived and was shooed out 

in a few minutes by Rev# Mltani# James arrived and was shooed out even faster# 

After shooing out James Mitani asked that it all be off the record in order to 

prevent misunderstandings# I said it was all right and it was agreeable to Mr# 

Gelvin, but I said the Board of Trustees should see a copy of the minutes since 
most of them were not present# The Reverend Mitani agreed# Incidentally, the 

store had Mr# Fister*s secretary present to take notes#

1*hy did this meeting suddenly become closed2 

fke 0©ngresa had just begun when I arrived a little after 10*00« 'It 

was scheduled to start at half past nine end apparently only began after 

assurances that I would be there in a few minutes# Mr# Galvin had not yet 

arrived# I was the only Caucasian there# I had not prepared a speech since I 

had talked over problem© on Cooperatives at Mr# M&sudal s request be wween half*- 

past nine and ten the proceeding night after teaching a class on Government at 

the Recreation Rail 17, 7t30-9*00* We had agreed on a plan and I had aulhcrized 

him to represent me at the meeting since I was behind on my written work#

The Reverend Mitani noting me come in with his usual courtesy pcinted 

toward the one of two brown chairs with backs# He introduced me in Japanese*, 

end I started to speak# I asked for interruptions if anyone disagreed with me,

I said since I was feOing to talk on controversial subjects and with the frankness 

which I bhlieved in in Poston (especially when one had a little time to waste#

Of course, tact is not waste but it may tet carried to a wasteful extent under 

certain circumstances# How so many things have irritated me in Poston# Hot the
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residents but the Hskoshians that I get emotionally stirred at little provoca­

tion* After all, talking genteely for several months accomplished little but 

frustration, disappointment and emotional unbalance* this is not contradictory 

to ay view that I was never near a nervous breakdown yet, though I admit that 

I am usually pretty tired*)

I started with seme charges that there had been a good deal of false 

rumors and misinformation circulating in the Project in the field of Cooperatives 

Community Enterprises* X then made specific charges concerning "frozen 

fund law" and Various views that cooperatives would mean a big decrease in 

prices* At several points the Reverend Mitani interrupted in accordance with 

ny suggestion and so did Henry Atagawa# Mr* Mitani defended Mr* Perkins and 

stated that he had never distinguished between Cooperatives and Coamunily 

Enterprises on the Frozen Fund law* I said that I had heard him say so, and 

one of my attorneys had told me that I had been quoted falsely on this question 

in a meeting in Poston II* Mr* Mitani also said that ®«yl*e others had the 

wrong impression about prices, btt not he and Mr* Perkins* Henry Atagawa said 

that the Project Director had only to recoiaaend that the prevailing prices bd 

charged, bbt he could neglect to do that* Mr* Tachibcna charged that some of 

the Community Enterprise people had stated that the prices would increase if 

the store became a cooperative* X replied that if prevailing prices at Parker 

were the standard that might come abwut* Mr* Tachibena said no more during the 

meeting* After Henry Atagawa asked the second question, Reverend Mitani thought

it a waste of time to answer him*

After X had described at the Reverend Mitani*s request that I passed 

on a document of proposed incorporation and by-laws, prepared and left ty Mr* 

Perkins apparently, I said that I had read it on my way to San Francis© and 

thought it H.G*, had showed it to Mr* Ferguson, Regional Attorney who in t o n
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had shown it to his aids, and all had thought it was not worthwhile to doctor 

and we would not bother with it* I also described that my suggestion that the 

District of Columbia cooperate law should be followed and one Cooperative 

gather than four, one for each unit and the fburth a purchasing cooperative &> r 

aLl, might be able to be formed under one cooperative with a high degree of 

local autonomy and thereby accountants and other personnel could be shifted fro® 

one to another better and more easily when the need arose* I stated that this 

proposal had been accepted*

I furthermore vigorously denounced the false rumor that the Law Division 

had delayed the* incorporation of the Cooperative, stated a little about 

experiences at Manzan&r which jumped the gun, i*e#, having a cooperative formed 

before the Washington lawyers had sufficiently studied the problems and thus 

resulting in a great concentration in the Washington Regional at Manzanar 

Relocation Center of legal talent*

One former leader of the Adult Study group ---by the way it seemed to

me that with the exception of Henry Ategawa and one or two kibeis and a nisei 

like Mr* Tdchibana (Cooperative groups of II and III were represented at tie 

Congress), the room seemed full of issei, which Mr* James described a 

rather hasty glance as a «prize bunch** I think this was Omori, a man with 

teeth, and Mr* Mitani, who were the chief pullers of cooperatives before I went 

to San Francisco, and Ed* Auchi* Ed Auehi was anxious to ask why the delay but 

was not afforded the opportunity I am sorry to say*

The reason why Mr* Head had signed the Trust Agreement, especially ifcy 

there were no iseis on the Temporary Board of Trustees, and many matters ifcieh 

effected cooperatives were also subject of inquiry* Someone suggested tint I 

read the whole document and have it all translated, but the Reverend Mitani and 

a few others, including Mr* M&suda, thought it would not be worth ̂iile*
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Some of the questions were asked with considerable emotion. However Mr. 

Masuda and Mr. Yamamoto were surprised to find such calmness* saying that in 

a previous meeting he (Masuda) had been under sever© questioning by a group 

that seemed to be excited but leaderless and uninformed. During the last hour 

of this other meeting* he had created a little better understanding he felt.

At any rate, the Trust Agreement seemed an important thing to the 

Congress and I informed them that all this talk about the people willynilly 

giving up all the capital which had been accumulated in the stores —  and I 

described the beginnings of the stores and the building up of capital values 

by prices that were higher than the present —  belonged to the people of this 

Community and could not legally be turned into a cooperative by the wishes of

7000 people.
Incidentally Kenneth interpreted for me since, as Mr. Mltani implied,

it would probably be more Impartial.

^  g quarter after X&fQO, I stated that I had full confidence in Mr. 

Masuda, praised his work and Mr. Yamamoto *s, and said it would not be necessary 

for me to come back. Several, including Mr. Auchi, who said my appointments were 

important but they represented 7000 people, said it would be very important for

me to come back*

incidentally Mr* Galvin also asked about the right to dispose of ti e

surplus.
I said that Mr* Masuda, Mr* Yamamota and I had talked over the plans, 

sad they would present it, end if it was necessary for me to come I would be

in my office but X hoped it would not be necessary for me to come since I had 

spent over two hours in this conference already and ray work was piling up#

At quarter after fire, after returning from a conference with three 

dentists i*o had come to me from III and IIK.and X in relation to dental care, and
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with whom I had gone to Dr» pressman to recommend & change In the announced 

policy regarding medical and dental care for Caucasians# involving lack of 

insurance on the part of the dentists# I found Elmer Yamamoto waiting for me» 

He said the meeting had been very successful and they would tell me more about 

It in the morning»

In the morning Tom Masuda and Elmer dold me the plan that had been 

agreed to# and asked if it was all right» I said it would be agreeable if we 

could be sure that most of the Board of Trustees were intelligent and right-

minded»



VIA: Mies 0*0* (27) Frees Bulletin Secretary
Residence Block 213

I really d i d n H  think very deeply when I voted for 
the council representative* To tell you the truth,
I voted for my next door neighbor* I know that the 
other fellow was very well educated and was capable 
in every respect, but as you know, people have the 
tendency to vote for their friend# The candidate I 
voted for is very easy to approach and talk to* I 
can express my thoughts and Ideas without any feeling 
of inferiority# The other fellow is heads above the 
crowd and to say the truth, I am really afraid of him# 
I cannot approach him with the ease of mind that X can 
approach the one 1 voted for#



January 14, 1943
For the last couple months, the residents of Pos­

ton have been complaining about the army pursuit 
planes swooping down over the camp. There has been 
much protestation made in the Poston Chronicle in the 
last few weeks but nothing has been done* •

The Administration requested that the residents 
turn in the time and the place when the planes flew 
low over the camp, ftith this information, they would 
be able to protest to the Air Corp. Still, these 
planes are flying low over the camp end frighten the 

people* Such acts not only endanger the residents but 

also the valuable aircraft and the flier.
A councilman complained to Mr. Burge about the re­

occurences of the above acts, Mr* Burge told this 
councilman to get the numbers of the planes; then he 

would be able to do something about it. The council* 
man said that he would do Just that if he is given a 
Mack~ackw gun. *

J.S



1 - 9 — ¿3
(re e  i - 15—io) 
Tm ru f notes 
AM&eighton

T lasg w Jfci out rby t Aa bldg,$ n; hurri eh ntense anu lo  tones# 
Smoót K&tow to ld  Jn la s t  , n i te  ta t  CtG M  u t been asket to resign# 
I s  z abt 5 p.m. SK z n an d -ou t-a llo t thru .t dy and z evident v 
d isturna abt t wuol tg* Acorag ta ìni\.?r tu M&X&& nC got Sfi TI 
who got i t  fm RNp t IAB ad t e l  | CnC to res ign .

Jh sz ta fakehashi f  t  riCross ana Mizushima hv nandù n to 
WH a l i s t  £ t names £ tos ty  tq as&xte r  t r b l  ma&rs»

JE sa de dont  imo whr. XK WH z and. nant been told? wn ue went 
awa, he ju s t d isprd . %zkoszx z s z z k r m o asxizi z T la.tr s mo 
l ik e ly  tra  tan t  la t r *  JH seemd. a ¿ It i mi I l a  ab t n t uvg been to ld  3PtozWx Whn WH z gog s a i  ,m he 2 comg bàc# »He ju s t a ls p ra .»  Jn 
z nt g ivg  t GEO any answr abt ts  resìgng busness or g ivg  ta. any 
promise f  baekg ón t r  whol program Wc ty  Wnntd so ta ty cd hv som 
p b l ic i t y  ta wd nelp tm sta n pwr. Ty wanta somtg to sho t  pp l.
JE ju s t to ld  tm ty wd hv to wait t i l  WH cam bac. I  wondr why?
I tha t WH thrnd tm avr to him# HJohnsn dant ano whr WH z e ith r , 
she sci# 3d she lid  been makg appntments f r  him ,tody tqg ta he z 
comg bac* b he ddnt. JM sd he thot ta he m ite hv gone on to 
S e l ls  snee he z n ta d irectn# (s i c )  •

NF to ld  me ta she né to ld  t cwncl comitee ta tr  z no hwsg 
shortage n Poston* Ta un it 1 z Ovr crwdd, Ts z to  t  hwsg and 
educata comitees f. t cwncl* Ty wr at f i r s t  shoekd and angrd by 
ts  statement# She meant f  er's ta  t r  zx a nwsg shortage n i bez ty  
wd n t raov to i  ana 3# Ty sd la t r  ty  wd need som tim to put ' ts 
o vr to  t" ppl* -at nw i f  t y  got up and -sugestd mirg, ty .wo nv 
to  re  "  ' i:mo tim 'to ,take?'it to t  ppl#

tr z WH gog nto hs room she cd tel bez he z t only one .she ¿mu 
ab.t hr who Ipckd ns door. fm t aside aftr no z n It. I hv observe 
ts  q sne. . Almost q. tim .he co is iq lie aoes it*

xMx Wn DGL z hr > she commenta one n it e ,  ta



Isd Haas and Hiss Cushman told me this orsning that *r. " w *  ̂ »P- 
ard 1. very a n *  o p p o ^  to th. article that Inn Kunltanl « o f  Intro- 
duoing tba teachere to th. Japan».« and ho has I n s i ^  that It he with- 
dre,n. Jed Haaa said that ha himself thought It oaa a tout had astlola
,nd ,ten I triad to pin him doan a. to shat It -aa, h. »Rested, ha said 
ttet he thought there «are too snny generalisations In It. I tried to 
pin him down still further aid ha eald ha oouldn't explain it without 
tte article in hi. hand to aho. th. «ntenc« he meant hut -oat of all 
te thought it was important to hare the article ualttad ainoa the im­
plication. was that it -as something sponsor^ by the administrative 
atatt whereas actually it was tha opinion of oaa Hieei. It it ware

an, ^  dear to tbo taacfaara. 1» going to bo uaed at aU# it oust m  qxo*t ^
ha meant that tha article did not do Juettoe to the Hieei. p
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Mrs* Spioer 1 0 - 7 - 4 2  ( Attitudes, Misc.)

Attitudes on Evacuation via Hidemi Ogawa

I always thought of myself as an American and not Japanese at all. But
had always

then they come and try to make us all Japanese." Ogawayi'thought that En­

glish was all that he ought to know and that he had no need of the Japanese 

language. He thought he would use English only all his life, but now he 

began to realize that they had to learn Japanese in order to get along.

His place was no longer with the Americans but as a middle man between the 

Japanese and Americans • As you get into a situation like this you realize 

that what Sherman said is certainly true. "War is hell." I agreed.

"But the worst thing about his is that the people say such terrible things 

about the Japanese and you can't do a damn thing to prove otherwise. You just 

have to sit here and take it. People say "once a Jap always a Jap", and thing 

like that."



«1 would like to show that I araa good American. ut here I am. I can't do a tWr 

thing. That's what makes you really mad. I wouldnft be able to stand this 

place at all if it weren't for my Caucasian friends who write to me. They 

are real friends and their feelings come right from the heart. They write 

to me all the time and keep me going. I come from Orange County and the people 

there are reall yfine. . , On December 7 they didn't change at all. Lots 

of other people have had the same experience with Caucasians. They didn't 

change overnight.



BSR 11 - 50 - 42 Staff Meeting —  AP ^Meetings, General)

Strike -- Outgroup relations —  via Gelsrin

QThese people haven*t got the sense that God gave a goose as far as build 
6ng up sentiment outside the project is concerned.



Diary of Tak Tashima 9 - 2 6 - 4 2  (Personalities, L. H.)
|*>

Cotton Picking —  Gila —  Adverse publicity over radio

I turned the radio on and got a newsreport. Towards the end of the program, 

the announcer waid that the Japanese evacuees in Gila were committing sabotage. 

He accused them of sabotage because they were not going out to the cotton 

fields to pick cotton. I don't know where they get the idea that all the 

Japanese are cotton pickers. Just because there are dots of farmers among us, 

that doesn't necessarily mean that we all are farmers. It made me sore to 

hear the announcer say that they were committing sabotage. Those that didgo 

out made such amiserable mess of the things that it wasn't funny. After the 

first picking, the same announcer made fun of them because they didn't make 

expenses the first day. And now he calles them saboteurs becuase only a hund­

red and weventy of the ten thousand turned out to pick. Shucks, there might 

be10,000 people there, but they all can't work -- and there are a lot who



aren’t used to work of that nature. But to call it sabotage is a down­

right injustice. I wonder if he is caling the whites the same thing —  I 

doubt if they are turning out in such ^reat numbers. And I wonder why they 

don’t pay a little higher wage —  Well, this bit of news seems to create a 

swell topic of conversation for my friend and I.



AHL 1 - 9 - 4 3  (Attitudes, Misc.)

John Evans said that Takahashi of the Red Cross and Mizushima have handed 

in to Was6 Head a list of the names of those they thought are trouble 

makers *

John Evans is not giving the CEC any answer about this resigning beusiness 

or giving them any promise of backing on their howle program which they wanted 

so that they could have some publicity that would help them stay in power.

They wantesd something to show to the people. Evans just old them they would 

have to wait till Wade Head (away without notifying anyone) came back.



Elizabeth ^olson 12 - 24 - 42 (Attitudes, Miso.)

Re: The termination of Tom Nishimoto, ^ire Chief, and half a dozen other 
members of staff.

Powell, James, Harris, KeMedy, and Haas believed that they had been 

sold out by the ant of Evans and Fien for consenting to the request of

the evacuee committees•



Elizabeth colson 12 - 24 - 42 (Attitudes, Misc.)

Reactions to the Poston Chronicle (12 - 22, 1942) article announcing that 

the Unit I Community Counoio only recognized legislative boyd in Poston I, 

and the former Central Executive Committee was relegated to advisory role:

Arthur Harris reported to Ted Haas that he saw a group of Hisei, presumably 

school teachers, reading the article and seemed they were very well satis­

fied with it.



Smoot Katow and Andy ^ugimoto came to see Ted Haas (December 23) and pro­

tested over the Chronicle article, via Ted Haas:

Than Mr. Katow mentioned about 2 and 3 (to translate administrative in­
structions and other administration information into Japanese; to act upon 
the recommendations of the Council), they said that(was what they were after. 
They told me about the experience of the Council, ^hey knew that the Counoil 
was not enough because the Council would be given the run around by many 
Caueasian heads. They would sometimes spend a whole day trying to track down 
something and then they would be told "no” by a Caucasian department head. They 
wanted to do something now that would &ive the Evacuees real participation.

• • • they felt that some promises during negotiations and‘subsequently -- 
they were careful not to state this however definitely -- had not been 
kept.



Elizabeth ^olson 1 2 - 2 4 - 4 2  (Attitudes, Miso.)

Cooperative CongregS

Ted Haas* aooount of the Board of Trustee meeting re adoption of 

the Constitution and by-laws on December 23 (/)



AHL - 1 2 - 8 4 - 4 2  (Attitudes, Mise.)

Smoot Katow reported to Evans thqt Both Tomn Ito and yuruya refused 

to re-assume their old positions. "In the menatime you can refer things 

to me. But only for a little while.”



AHL 1 2 - 3 - 4 2  (Attitudes, Miso.)

Interview with Dr. ^asuga

Dr. ¥. said he felt that nisseis all xsxrer the community are getting more and 

more sore at the isseis. They didn’t like the secret meetings of the Central 

Eommittee. They didn’t like the pro-Japanese form of the demonstration.

They didn’t like the dragging in of all this about Honor ^ourt, Civic plan­

ning and Laobr Relations into the Uchida incident without a single word to 

the community about it. He felt that the niseis were upon the verge of tadng 

a strong stand against the radical issei, but as yet they lacked any strong 

leadership. Everybody is afraid to stick his nack out and talk because he 

is afraid he will be T’ a dead fish” right way.

They (nisei?) had a pig meeting in the hospital a few nights ago in which 

all the nissei were a hundred percent behind a plan to organize and then



their representative meeti with the Central Committee and insist that things 

be done in a way that auaets with their approval. Dr. K has been all around 

the community and things that in very block the nisseis are talking this way. 

Beofee the strike you could not get nisseis to say what they felt about their 

loyalties to Japan or America, but since this they are talking very freely 

and frankly that they are American and very much against anythiijg that’s pro- 

Japanese. "When they saw those flags go up during the strike, that made them 

teal mad. One fellow that Dr. K. Knows went up to the committee members and 

said, "If you don’t take that flag down, I am going to sock youl"

One of the things they would do if they were organized would be to see 

to it that the Executive Committee permitted no pro-fascist display.



AHL 1 2 - 3 - 4 2

Interview ?/ith Drl Kasuga 
Gamp Savage volunteer

His brohter Bill is greatly upset that he did not join the army intelligence 

as he had planned. He has a personal friend in Col. Rasmussen of Camp Savage. 

He got much criticism in the oamp for handing out the examination papers 

for amy candidates in camp and that may have one of the reasons he got his 

name on the black list. It was unfortunate that the recruiters came at the 

very time that the strike wax on. And Bill felt that he dare not join the . 

army for fear of harm coming to his parents and brothers remaining in Poston.

AHL asked if he did receive any actual threats. Dr. Kasuga replied,

"Not inwriting. But a lot was said."



AHL 12 - 3 42 (Attitudes, Miso)

Interview with Kasuga 
Poston strike

Dr. Kasuga thought most of the trouble makers were the old bachelors who 

gfcgure they&re in a concentration camp anyway and are out to raise hell.

The issei have been suppressed all their lives in California and hrere they 

feel it is safe to cayry on a drive for posrrr. Most of the isseis who 

have children understand the nisei point of view and favor their desires, 

but even so there is a tremendoud gap between the two generations in point 

of view. In his own family his mother and father were both much opposed 

to the strike but went down once or twide to show their faces in order

to avoid criticism.



AHL 12 - 3~ 42 (Attitudes, Misc.)

General Nisei sttitudes (the strike period)

Dr. Kasuga said that before the stike the nisei had tended to stay -away 

from issei meetings and disoussions. Now they were attending both and when 

they couldn’t understand what was said, hoppdd up and asked for explanations. 

They’re doing it so much that they’re becoming a nuisance in the issei meetings.

His other brother is a member of the Civic planning Board. ’’Every 

night when he comes home I give him hell just to make sure he is standing up 

for the nisei point of view.”



EHS 1 2 - 3 - 4 2  (Attitudes^, Mise.)

Attitudes of Nisei high school students poststrike via Woman teacher of 
High School Junior Class •

It is just teerible how listeIss these students are. It seems worse than 

ever lately. And theclass elections are going on, too.



EHSii 1 2 - 3 - 4 2  (Attitudes, Miso.)

Misei school students via Peavy --  Posto strike

My attendance has been regular all along eter since the strike started.

Harris says that things have been bad in the high school classes, bad sttend- 

ance, some cocky attitudes smong the kids, that isn’t true among my seniors,

I don’t know why they should like to listen to me blow off about nothing 

everyday. We still don’t have ahy books.

All the teachers are talking about how apathetic the students are. Mine 

any more so than they ever were. The strike ahsn’t changed them a bit so 

far as I can see. I told you that my class said they had gotten tired of 

standing around fires at the police station and had patitioned to be let ofif.

I don’t know whether that was really the case, but they told me it was and 

that is why they were all back in school.

Ho, they havent-fc been cooky, as they say, not my class. *0



AHL 8 - 28 - 42 (Attitudes, Mise*)

Glick and Provinse
Issei participation in the Council at Manzanar

Mr, Glick says that having the Isseis on the ouncil at Manazanar w as not 

an error but occurred before the reflation prohibiting them from holding 

office had been issued. A few minutes later in a different place with a dif­

ferent audience, I heard Mr. Provinse say that Issei had got on the ^ouncil 

at Manzanar because the administration there said they had never seen the 

regulation -although it had been issued and he replied that he thought they 

had deliberately avoided seeing it. Both he and Mr. Slick think the troubles 

that have developed at Manzanar with outspoken conflict between the Issei 

and Nisei show the wisdom of not allowing Issei to hold office. They feel 

that most of the Issei are steeped in the culture of Japan and at heart are 

pro-Japanese though not necessarily subvdrsive or indluging in espionage.



The N^sei on the other hand are anxsious to become part of America but they 

feel that their efforts and thoughts are, getting no recognition from the govern­

ment or the American public and consequently they are in danger of losing 

heart in gining in to the nI told you sow of the older generations. If it 

does nothing else, the restrictions of the council to Niseis will give them a 

feeling of some recognition and some privilege arising from the cirizenship.



8 - 2 8 - 4 2  (Attitudes, ^isc.)

Community Analysis Section via Previnse

With John Smbree as a nucleus, Mr. Provinse is gettig up a research project 

for all the relocation centersand this will be attached to the employment 

division and oriented to some extent toward the practical problems arising

in that field



8 - 2 8 - 4 2  (Attitudes, Misc.)mi
fia Provinse 
Repartiiation

Mr, Provinse says that there are more requests for repatriation to Japan at 

assembly centers than at relocation centers. There is some consideration 

being given by the WRA to placing all those who want to be repatriated in 

one camp so that they may be more esily shipped away when the opportunity 

permits. This would amount, of course, to segregating all Japanese, particula 

ly the Issei, who are not in sympathy with America. Many Nisei, haffe requested

•fchis •



(Attitudes, -^isc.)

The official statement issued jointly by the Wra Relocation Authority 

and Office of War Information regarding the Manzanar incident.

"Both War Department and the War Relocation Authority are of the opinion 

that this disturbance wax caused by a relatively small group of evacuees 

and that the great majority of residents at Manzanar and other relocation 

centers are loyal to the United States and completely in favor of orderly 

processes of government.



AHL 10 - 13 - 42 (Attitudes, Miso.)

Leighton*s interview with Admiral McIntyre 
Evacuation and Relocation Centers

"The President and Mrs* ^oosevelt are interested in this and asked me ques­

tions about it. On his recent £rip around the country, the President wanted 

very much to pay a visit but thought that it was not wise for him to do so."



AHL 10 - 13 - 42 (Attitudes, Mise.)
x

Leighton’s interview with Secretary ekes 
Evacuation

Mr. Iokes said, ”How do the Japanese feel about the evacuation?” I replied 

that the young Americanized Japanese felt that they had been ’’sold down the 

river by dèmocracy". His prompt reply was that he didn’t blame them one bit 

and he would feel exactly like them if he were in their place. I told him 

. . . that one of the important problem as a whole was the salvaging of the 

loyalty of these pepple. Ify impression from the conversation with Mr. Ickes 

was that he had more than an incidental interest in Poston and was entirely 

behind the liberal democratic way management.



Report by Toshi Yatsushiro 7 - 1 6 - 4 3  (attitudes, Miso.) 

Spanish Consul meeting with Issei 

Points brought up in the meeting

1. Clothing allowance grants for unemployed

2. Prisoner of W  r status brought up

3. The///j2f difficulties of relocation —  fear of being forced out

4. The sewage system

5. The hospital situation, especially dental care

6. Rejoining of internees* families



AHL 5 - 2 5 - 4 3  (Attitudes, Misc.)

Dr. Mi zushima interview

1. Expects some "trouble makers" are coming up in the new Council

2. Nakamura is presented a stubborn politician.

3. He wants another Issei Advisory Board.

4. Nagai told Mizushima that he had been an officer in the Japanese Army 
"His record is not very good."

5. A good account of the strike is related here in this report.



Sentiments 7 - 22 to 7 - 28, 1943 (Attitudes, Miso.) 

Rumors

Poston will be closed up as of September 1st, 1943.

Unit III will be used as a camp for Italian prisoners.



Diary of ^ak Tashima 9 - 2 8 - 4 2  (personalities, L. H.)

T3Bx
Immediately after dinner, 1 sat on the barrack steps of building 12 and talked to 

a young Nisei minister. nother Nisei joined us a few minutes later and start­

ed tailing about his ability in "wolfing”. The young minister tried to talk 

him into leading a sensbile lifein regards of the opposite sex. He

was under the impression that everyone else in camp was leading a free 

ies life —  so he felt that he was entitled to do the same. Anyway, after 

he left, the minister felt that some sort of sex education should be given to 

the Nisei. There is too much ignorance and false ideas concerning this topio.

I quite agree with him and Believe that there should be some kind of education 

along this line for both the adults and the minors.



Fear of giving out information

. • .1 hope this remains confidential and the writer will remain ingognito. 

Some of the things said might be distorted and used agasint me on the rest of

the people in here.



Diary of Mrs. J# ^ukushima 9 - 2 5 - 4 2  (Personalities, L. H.)

Nisei attitude on Issei

(In the laudry) questioned a lady on why she still washed her chamber in the 

laudry room when they had put in such a nice sink in the latrine for that 

purpose. She didnft think she should use it as no one knew what it was for. 

She went to the office but they couldn*t figure it out either. In fact, some 

thought it was a place to wqsh hair. ----- - sometimes I think that the Jap­

anese aren’t quite bright.



Diary of Mrs. J. *ukushima 9 - 27 - 42 sunday (Personalities, L. H.) 

Life of Nisei on ^unday

The day ended, thank goodness. Reminds me of that dumb song "Twenty one 

years and ten more days and we* 11 be out of the Calaboose."



Diary of Geroge Ohi 9 - 26 - 42 (Personalities, L. H.)

The FBI arrest pre Evacuation

Received a ltter from my former boss, who was interned in late January and was 

sent to Bismarck, N. D. He was released (not paroled) recently. This is 

one case, in which I was present at the time of apprehension. It seemed sense­

less and cruel (in this particular case). He had been, in my way of thinking, 

a good and law- abiding man. In fafcfc, he was too timid to do anything 

wrong, even if he wished to do so. At any rate he had been exonerated of any 

subversive doings. I don't think he was arrested because he had been a boss, 

because all the Isseis were taken into custody at that time. And all have 

been released. One of them is now in Poston 2, another is free in Idaho (not 

in any concentration camp*



Diar^ of Mrs. D. Fukushima(Block 30) 9- 23 - 42 (Personalities, L. H.)

Family style arrangement in Mess Hall

Eating -with the family makes meal time more enjoyable and tends to keep the 

family together. *n the assembly center, it wasn’t unusual not to 

the family from morning to night.

see



Mrs.
Diary of Gerald Wumino 

Thefts

We hang laudries in wash room; From tiem to time few clothings been stolen 

-- good shirt, Japanese night gown and man’s pant. Some claim he must come 

from another block. hey say quite a few are becoming desperate in need of 

cash on wearing out their old cloths and shoes. I remember one pair of mans 

shoes disppaared from the latrine about midnight, ^ome /aid should // 

come to stop this sad happenings. hoever it is, I know, is not doing inten­

tionally.



Diary of Mrs. Gerald Wumino 9 - 28 - 42 (Personalities, L. H.)

T. Matsumoto —  the first election

Today was election for the first generation councilman. The second generation 

had no voice today, ^omehow we had a éad happenings after the result. I do

not wish to disclose here.



BSR. —  12 - 2 - 42 AHL Staff Meeting - AP (Meetings, General) 

Reemployment after the strike

Kennedy: We can only guess at the potential as far as skills are concerned. 
The Census is still working on that. We have no work card recrods on many 
people. But now all have to sign up and the cards will show his work histor 
first, second and thifcd. We can give age, groups, and make and female now. 
All we have is a 10% spot census. That is all.

Gelvin: How many have come through the employment office since the strike? 

Kennedy: 6 06 700. We have practically no interviewers 

Hve you had many make application for which are there no jobs? —  Gelvin 

Kennedy: Yes, a few.



BSR 12 - 17 - 42 AHL Staff Meeting (AP) (Meetings, General)

Influence of internees

Miss Brereton breaks in without apology, somewhat breathlessly and carrying 
some telegrams in her hands. She hadns it to Gelvin saying, "Here is something 
you will want to read. You might want to read it to this whole meeting.
It will have some bearing on what you*re talking about. It is prsonal. You 
can*t keep it.” Gelvin (reads it and hands it to Head. After reading, Head 
hands it to Findley, who at the same time was requested to read it to the 
whole crowd.) It is evidently from some Japanese (Mukaeda) to one of the eva­
cuees and urges the recipient to apply for "reunion", stating that internment 
camps are much better than relocation centers and are protected by the Geneva 
Pact. It ends up with the phrase, "Spread it." Miss Brereton says "That^ 
the second one. The other was just the same but didn't say spread it." Miss 
Findley talks at some length then about having heard this kind of talk in the 
community from her associated and refers to a letter which she received some 
weeks ago and considred a secret and confidential document —  presumably it 
was on the same theme. Haas twits her about thinking that it was confidential 
or that other people didn't know about it, and indicate that he knew all 
about it before she did and that lots of people besides her knew about it at 
the time she heard it. Miss Findley avoids getting, tmto an argument over this 
and goes on talking about the attitude of the Jpanese and about how this threaten 
to split up their families. She mentions Mrs. Mukaeda whose husband is a Iwayer 
but who is interned and who, Mrs. Mukaeda says, is "through" with the |Jnited 
States. He will go back tg Japan as soon as the war is over. But her son, 
his future in the United S ates. .Miss Brereton withdraws taking her telegrams
with her and presently the flurry settles down.



3SR 12 - 17 - 42 AHL Staff Meeting -AP (Hiff Meeting®, General)

Central Executive Committee and Labor fielations Committee

Head: I probably will have to employ them. But I have some ideas tm the 
back of my mind, which I don Tt want to expoind now. I want to retain them 
as advisors and I can see what they produce. We must realize that well never 
get a groups that represents all the people. But if there is a possiblitiy 
that this Labor committee represents most of the people I think it is wise 
to work with them and see • • • •

This Central Committee is an Advisory Group for me. . . .And I reserve the right 
to remove any man from the Committee or from Poston. How I think if we are 
williiis to discuss problems with the Labor Relations Committee that will help 
us •

Kennedy: If the Labor Committee of the Council is set up it is imperative 
that the position of the Laobr Relations °ommittee be stated in writing and 
also the function of the Council Laobr Committee so that everybody will know 
where they stand. I have heard there are some speeches in Japanese which give 
a quite different picutere of the committees from those speeches that are given 
in English.

Head: We stressed with this bunch that if they didn!t get the ideas over to 
the people they would cease to exist. How we must admit that we didn*t accept 
that other council. That in one sentence is why they didn't function. We
as Caucasians have tot to £ack them 100$. If they come to us with something,



let us answer them, ^hat doesn’t mean we have to to accept everything.
They will bring some impossible things to us and they will bring some excellent 
things. xn either case we should listen to them adn give them an answer. . . .

This Advosry Group will not lap i£ with the Council. The Labor Relations 
Committee is a different thing. o settle their position will be the counoil*s 
businews and we will bafek them. But I don’t want to be put in a position 
of having the Council tell me who should be on my Advisory Committee and I 
don’t think you would like to have them tell you who should be on your com­
mittee •



BSR 12 - 21 - 42 AHL Staff Meeting —  AP (Meetings, General) 

Strike —  Cooperative

. • • you all know now what some of us had temerity to say before —  that the 
cooperative organization was the breeding groupd of discontent — - Haas



BSR - 12 - 28 - 42 AHL Staff Meeting - AP (Meetings, General)

FBI atrests -- Head

What we need to do it help them wj^th their outside relations, -̂ he FBI has 
done exactly the opposite here, '̂’hey picked these fellows up, and nothing 
is told them. hey don*t even tell me. They picked one old fellow up here, 
took him away, and the family came to see me at 10:00 that night to find out 
where he was and I didn*t know any more than they did. I didn*t know the 
FBI fy/ad him. And do you know, every man but one that they have taken out of 
here has come back. And everyone that comes babk is much worse than he was 
before he went waay.



AHL 2 - 2 - 4 3  (Personalities, L. H.)

Nisei draft via Ed Ouchi

I heard him say that in August or September he had carried out a kind of 

Gallup survey on hundreds of I (Unit I people) and found that all of them 

thought that all the Japanese whether citizen or not skould be treated like 

Japanese, not as Americans. A11 Japanese /XXi should be treated alike. He 

also said that he has interviewed over 200 people since the strike, byt 

using indirect technique, not asking direct questions. He thought that the 

community is part for and part against the Nisei going into the army. He 

personally thinks it is good. He thought the arrests and goings on in 2 

are good for 1. A lot of people think that the administration is justified in 

what it has done, but a lot of others think different. He took credit for 

having prevented the same sort of thing happening in 1, when he talked to 

the Kibeis and headed them off from beating up Dr. Ishimaru



AHL 12 - 24 - 42 (Personalities, L. H.)
£

Strike Kay Hishimura via Hell indley 
£

Hell indley told me that Kay Hishimura used to tell the wives of thejO
men who had been interend that he could get their husbands out. Said

very emotionally that Dr. ^akatake was with the pickets for three nights 

during the strike. He didn’t &a becuase he wanted to, but because he was 

told that if he didn’t go, something would happen to his family.



via Etans

AHL 12 - 24 - 42 (Personalities, L. H.)

Nisei draft petition Jacl S L Conference - Segregation

John Evans told me very confidentially that he had just received a telephone
Tcall from Mr. c0llier and Joe McCaskille. hey had received

wotdf that there were more big doings here as a result of Kido and other
JACL members wire in regard to taking Nisei into the army. John Evans reassured

them. They told him that within a few days Head would get a letter

making segregation possible. (Head is away in Sells for a Christmas vacation.)



9th Grad© Girl from Los Angeles
If democracy is what it is supposed to be why ar8 those things * - 

going on?
1» That all men are created equal* If so, why are the colored men 

in the United States Army separated from the other men? Are they not working 
and fighting, giving their lives as any other men? Can you blame them for 
the way they fee II

2 • ^hy were the Japanese people put in Gamps ? The United States 
is also at war with Genoany and Italy* Why are they not in camps as we 
are? It is so much easier to tell an Oriental from them and much harder 
to know an Italian ar German at first sight* Was it not in the Constitution 
that no one would be put in a camp unless proven guilty of the things he 
is aocused? The majority of us are loyal American oitisens yet w© were 
taken of our home and loved ones.

3. What good is the Constitution if every law can be amended?
4* They said everything would be ready for us when evacuated yet 

in camps the homes were built so that in a storm many roofs flew off.
The hospitals were in laak of equipment and still are* The schools were

to be built immediately* The homes were to be made of high grade wood 
yet they were of the lowest a man could buy* In some camps light and water 
power were no good. Sanitary conditions were terrible. All would be 
ready yet they evacuated us to a unprepared place* ^hy did the Army not 
see to it that places were all ready* These and many more ar© the questions in every high school age Japanese child’s mind* W i n  we know the answers?



0tE Grade Girl from El Cèntro, Calif*

Whafc is meant by "a Democratic country?" A democratic country is 
a country whose people are created equal* There is a question in the minds 
of many people who have been sent to relocation and assembly centers.
This great question is "Id America supposed to be a Democratic Gountry?"
If so, why are certain people who are supposed to be citizens treated like 
imnigrants being pushed frem one place to another, taken from their homes 
to a designated place where they must live with people of different minds.
Why are certain people discriminated against? Why must they live among 
themselves? Why is it that people, just because their income is small 
or because they must live at a certain part of town are treated like 
dogs? Not meaning that they are treated nicely as some dogs are fortunate 
enough to be, but to be, figuratively kicked around. why is it that some 
people, just because he is of a different race deprived of certain privileges? 
Is this what a Democratic oountry does? If so then what would a country 
under dictatorship be like? It could not be much worse. Those are the things 
I consider undemocratic.



Hiroko Sakamoto from Los Angeles 9th Grade
• • • Until Deoember 7th, 1941 I never thought or realised what Demoorady 
is. All I knew was that2my sohool teachers continually kept saying that 
it was the best form of government. I will say that after



These are papers assigned on the subject: In how Car do 
you consider this country democratic and in how far unde­
mocratic.

I guess everything here is Democratic because w e fre 
in a U. s. Government camp. X have not seen anything Un- 
democratie done in this camp. We can vote for our block 
heads and other things on the block. We e a n 9t be stopped 
from forming football teams and other organisations. All 
this is Democracy and 1 like it.

Democracy is a government of the people and by the 
people end for the people of Dinited States. And should 
have the pursuit of happiness and equal rights. If you 
are an American citizen you should have as many rights as 
any other citizen* But the Japanese didn't get equal 
rights because they were sent to Po@ton9 Manzanar and eth­
er places. The Germans and Italians were not sent to 
camp. Why? And Hiss Embree as you askedt *What is the 
cause of this? War lal* ^  >*,

X think that the Japanese in eamp is treated good 
compared to other war prisoners because we still havs 
most of thing things to get a good education and things. 

We can't blame anybody that we are in camp except

The ways of democracy are pretty well established in 
Poston. In Poston we have held meetings. elected our own 
council» spoke freely (with a little restraint), ws go to 
a public school and we can stay out as late as ws want.

There are things that 1 think are undemocratic t but 
these are few and they are outweighed by the rights of

We are being treated fairly. We are getting enough 
food. We get free hospital care. If we are in trouble 
they straighten it out for us. We get to do whatever we 
want to (almost).

1 think it is*undemocratic to send us to Japan* We 
arc not taken back but sent there (American citizen of 
Japanese ancestry). X also think that taking cur citizen­
ship away from us is also undemocratic. Ws havs to be

the Kations that started this war. ¿t cru\

democracy.



American citizens because we were born here and if they 
take us to Japan, Japan «ill not like us because we are 
Americans* If they take us to Japan and Japan will not 
accept us we will be same as a man without a country«

Democracy has meant my heme, my car, my Caucasian 
friends, and a typical American town to lire in« I lore 
America because it has given me ali of these thing« but 
the people (I think) don’t really know what demoeraey 
really is« All men are oreated equal but the people 
treat us as if we were negroes or Jews« They d o n ’t ap­
preciate it enough«

If this eountry was created equally they shouldn’t 
put one race in Relocation Centers they should put the 
other race too, if they are to put only one race and we 
hare the right to do anything in 0« S* because we are 
citizens ef the Demoer&tio Country# If this country was 
created equally they should giro us time to leave Terminal 
Island and let us know where our destination is«

Democracy has freedom and justice to the White Race« 
It gives privileges to do and wish as they want«

All oriental people d o n ’t have privileges, but White 
Race has because German, Italian didn’t evacuate but we 
the Yellow race have to, we are the citizen like any 
White Peoples*

What is meant by ’a Democratic country?* A  demo- 
cratic country is a country whose people are created e« 
quai# There is a wuestion in the minds of many people 
who have been sent to relocation and assembly centers« 
This great question is {’Is America supposed to be a 
Democratic country?*) If so, why are certain people «ho 
are supposed to be citizens treated like Immigrants be« 
ing pushed from one place to another, taken from their 
homes to a designated place where they must live with 
people of different minds* why are certain people die* 
criminated against? Why must they live among themselves? 
Why is it that people, just because their income is small 
or because they must live at a certain part of town arc 
treated like dogs* Hto meaning that they are treated 
nicely as some dogs are fortunate enough to be, but to 
be, figuratively kicked around« Why is it that some pec* 
pie, just because he is of a different race deprived of 
certain privileges? Is this what a Democratic country



does? If so then what would a country under dictatorship 
be like? It could not be each worse* Those are the 
things I consider undemocratic* . • - J

well* one thing I object to is that Pres* Franklin D* 
Roosevelt gave Lieut* John L* DeWitt too much power to 
evacuate us* Pres* Roosevelt said he was sorry and he had 
nothing to do with this*

I think this a democratic nation« hut for DeWitt, H O I
I think this a democratic nation for sending into 

camps so we w o n H  get hurt even though people of our own 
ancestry (Japanese) are fighting the Aaerloans are protect­
ing us in these camps* f F7cJt*h>

Democracy means all men are created equal* X think 
that we are lucky somehow to be put in camps* We have free 
food« lodging« etc* But on the other hand I think that our 
future looks black for us* The Allied nations will never 
forget the attack on Pearl Harbor* I do not think that 
that attack was fully Japan*s fault* X think that perhaps 
if the United States had not interfered with the war between 
Japan and China by sending supplies to China« there would 
not have been the attack on Pearl Harbor*

Xn Poston« we are not allowed to carry cameras* Why?
X d o n H  know unless it Is because there is an airport near 
here* If that is the reason« X think that is foolish be­
cause how can we take or send pictures of the airport to 
the outside if all the mall Is looked over and censored?
Xn another camp« whose muse X have forgotten* even though 
it is near an arny camp* they are allowed to carry cameras* 
That is unfair to us*

Also I have heard« though it may be just a rumor* that 
if the Japanese soldiers should do very severe damage on the 
mainland* the people outside will shut off the water power 
that comes hers and let us die of thirst* X d o n H  believe 
it all but perhaps if the Japanese would do the damage* 
the Allies will be so angry that thsy might do such a thing*

Perhaps this is not what X was supposed to write* If 
it isn*t X did not understand and X*m afraid 1*11 never 
understand until it Is explained throughly*

We who are now in Poston and camps all over the 
country are not here voluntarily* We were in a way forced 
to come here even if they did say that they came here on 
their own will* They came because they knew that some-



time or other9 they would hare to come*
Most of us citizens came because our parents are of the 

first generation and we would rather hare our parents than 
our loved hones and friends from where we come* It is a 
protection to all of us but it was not Democratic to have 
us sent here*

<q ^49- t -  #
Is democracy in the world today? Is it still operating 

In the country of its birth?
At the present that question seems to hare many answers* 

the world is torn with war* Even the democratic country of 
Asierica9 once so peaceful is now dimmed with factory smoke 
turning out gunst planes* ammunition* all materials for war* 

A  bloody war was fought years ago to preserve freedom* 
how another war is being fought* for what? Again to preserve 
that same freedom* the democratic way of living* Apparently 
the laet war accomplish the task?

War brings problems to the individual* it brings trou- 
ble* worry and hatred*

Gamp* All the people of Japanese ancestry in America 
know one definition of that word* Hot from the dictionary 
but through actual experience*

10 me camp is not a place of internment* If 1 can 
stand outdoors* look about and see the growth of a civiliza­
tion of people and see not a barbed fence of internment 1 
know that I am in America* the land of the free*

One rotted tomato can spoil a basketful* One unloyal 
person can damage a plan defending this country* Is it not 
better to be sure that any sabotage comes not from our mitet? 
Many claim to be loyal citizens* that we do not need to be 
Interned* Just think if we were out among the busy roaring 
of the faotories and one unloyal person did one unloyal 
thing that hindered or damaged anything in the war produc­
tion* every finger would be pointed at us* a s  it is wo 
are incapable of almost anything that has to do with tho 
actions of the outer world*

That war fought many years ago was meant to free negro 
slaves* recognise the bl&ek race as one of the people of 
America* Was it exclusive for the negro race only? Wo* 
all men are oreated equal* The black, yellow and white rase 
treated the same* Is it in practice today? Hot entirely*
The white race has always had the upper hand* la it be­
cause the other races are incapable? That is a question 
that l*d like to have answered since I myself cannot*

At the present I know that the people of the United 
nations are fighting to presorts that freedom of speech*



freedom of press, freedom of religion and many other free« 
dome*

We hear the word freedom used so much* Will the defl« 
nltlon of freedom sound though after this wartr

0 m*. 1 -
Democracy is like a seed« Tou pleat it there one day 

and it grows bigger the next« If you don* t pay attention 
to the laws of democracy. it*s just like not paying attention 
to the plant« It will die, without care«

Democracy starts with few people, in homes, schools and 
in a nation« If we want Democracy to lire let*s take care of 
it«

Democracy is such a lot of things put into one word 
that a person could hardly begin to describe it or even 
talk about it«

I think democracy pertains to the Americans mostly in 
the form of the Constitution mostly in the Bill of Bights« 

People from all over the world came to this country be« 
cause of its domooratio form of government and the opportu* 
nity it offered to them and their ehildren after them«

1 think that in a democracy we should firmly believe 
that all men are ereated equal and act accordingly«

It says that they are in the Constitution but I don*t 
suppose that means all men should be treated equal because 
they aren*t in this country*

In a democracy I believe that there s h o u l d n H  ever be 
such a thing as vice government*

Democracy never has succeeded because of the blunders 
and foolishness on the part of man*

I know that a democratic form of government so ad« 
vanced as ours is new in this world* When a thing is so 
new people are bound to make mistakes but* that depends on 
how wise and farsighted these people are*

In a democracy there tftould be no form of propaganda 
which makes people think feel and act towards the destraw« 
tion of democracy« All in all I think democracy in the 
United States should be a government of the people, by the 
people, for the people, regardless of race, color, or creed«

Democracy is what everyone is fighting* for now« Com« 
paring Democracy with Germany and Poston 1 see that Poston 
is much better off than they are in Germany with Hitler



and his dictatorship* Why c o u l d n U  they pat as la a 
better place than Poston* Perhaps this Is a rumor hut 
someone was telling me that there Is a much better place 
than this In Texas* And why hare a name like Relocation 
Center when everybody Is call lug It Concentration Camp 
outside* To some of my friends it is Japs Starvation 
Center> That1 s what they call it when there isn*t enough 
f e e d * '

If democracy is what it is supposed to be why are 
these things going on?

1* That all men are created equal* If sof why are 
the colored men In the United States Army separated from 
the other men? Are they not working and fighting» glrlng 
their Xlres as any other men? Can you blame them for the 
way they feel I

3. Why were the Japanese people put in camps? The 
United states is also at war with Germany and Italy* Why 
are they not in camps as we are? It is so much easier to 
tell an Oriental from them and much harder to know an 
Italian or German at first sight* Was it not in the Con«» 
stitution that no one would be put in a camp unless proven 
guilty of the things he is accused? The majority of us are 
loyal American citizens yet we were taken of our home and 
loved ones*

3* What good is the Constitution if every law can be 
amended?

4* They said everything would be ready for us when 
evacuated yet in camps the homes were built so that in a 
storm many roofs flew off* The hospitals were in lack of 
equipment and still are* The schools were to bo built im­
mediately* The homes were to be made of high grade wood 
yet they were of the lowest a man could buy* In some 
camps light and water powere were no good* Sanitary condi­
tions were terrible* All would be ready yet they evacuated 
us to a unprepared place* Why did the Army not see to it 
that places were all ready* These and many more are the 
questions in every high school age Japanese child*s mind* 
Will we know the answers? p k'e^A*.>L

Democracy as people call it # is democracy in name 
only* To ererything there is a limit*

What is Democracy? According to Webster*s Collegia



ate Dictionary it means a government by the people; 
government in which the supreme power is retained by 
the people and exercised either directly or Indirectly 
through a system of representation* Until December 7 t h f 
1941 X never thought or realised what Democracy is« All 
X knew was that my school teachers continually kept say* 
ing that it was the best form of government* X will 
say that after thinking of all the different systems 
government are directed Democracy seems to me the best 
way of governing people# Although America is supposed 
to be a very Democratic nation, in some little ways it 
is not# For instance Orientals are not allowed to ob* 
tain citizenships nor can they purchase properties# Xs 
this because there are no good or is it Just racial Intel* 
eranoe# One thing X really do not believe to be right 
is the mass evacuation of people of Japanese ancestry 
regardless of citizens or not# Xf the Japanese are dan* 
gerous why aren't the Germans and Italians? There might 
have been dangerous individuals amongst our group but 
a r e n H  there among the other two races# The Japanese 
came to America eeeking a better life here# They love 
America as mueh as other loyal Americans# X think that 
our evacuation was the fault of thoughtless politicians 
who thinking only of thsmsslves aroused the Auer loan peo­
ple to regard all of us as dangerous to the war effort* 
Even after thinking of these email defects we realise 
that Democracy is best# Where would we be if we had a 
dictator ordering us around like slaves» and if we don*t 
mind him w e 1 re put in prison or hanged? What would we 
do again under a Communist type of government? So after 
all Democracy is ths best#
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Papers on Democracy l2th Grade Gore 59A Period 3&4

Impression ot Democracy}
By Impression of Democracy is not too well because when 

we the people are in campsf it is not a normal life* There 
are many reasons such as foods, shelter, paying of labor, and 
etc* During the time when there was no school we used to work 
eight hours a day, our food was not good then at nights there 
were no recreation and it is still the same* Today and every 
day our camp looks more like a pemeteatiary, because they are 
putting fence around our camp, putting military soldiers a«» 
round the camp* for as today, a person in Poston is being 
accused of nothing and being held in jail« When we came here 
it said in the paper, Poston will be made up of self-government* 
And still the FBI wants to take him somewhere else and have 
his trial* Everyone in Poston knows he wonft have a fair 
trial so the people are backing that person, not letting the 
FBI take him out of Poston* Is this Democratic or not? If 
it is Democratic wc arc just as bad as dogs and slaves*

The Meaning of Democracy:
A  Problem of Democracy: Evacuation*

Majority of the people still believe Democracy is 
a typs of government in which the people have a voice, ruled 
by the people, of the people, and for the people, which is 
true to some extent* It's ruled by the people, people who 
have political pull to get offices, people who are one—track 
minded, prejudiced against certain minority groups, 1st:
One main reason the Japanese, issel, kibei and nisei, loyal 
or disloyal alike, were evacuated* As is now, the people in 
camp have no voice in the national political life, what are 
we or what can we contribute to the government* Take ootton 
picking for example, we did our share for national defenses 
what did we get in return? Nothing* The people think we«re 
Just a bunch of good-for-nothings, sitting hers twittling 
our thumbs* This is where democratic action can be put in­
to effect* Bo far, we have been, more or less the "yes, yes 
people*• Striking can be a piece of democratic action, as 
long as it is constructive*

Take for example, our Council in Poston* There 
works were to be trusted* Was it? Not very much, so it 
warns« t trusted to the extent that their 11 any so* was not 
considered, they were being told what to say, the result, 
resignation of the Council and block managers and their 
staff* There are peiple here who are very capable to over­
take the Jobs held by the Caucasians* If they are here to 
help this community get rolling, that's all right, but to



n * s m s

remain here and hare them tell us what to do is what the 
people of Fasten are primarily concerned* Majority of 
the residents do not know how things are run because they 
hare no direct contact with their head boss (Caucasian)*
The doubt of some, if not already, is that they will be­
gin to glre orders* Dictatorship (a small dose of it)*

Poston is one example9 being tested for its way 
of government*

There are people who take the attitude of , "as 
long as we1re in a prison camp, wo just as wsll sit back 
and do as we*re told"* "We were robbed of our homos , free­
dom t etc*" still otherst "we*re American citizens, It 
was an army order to evacuate us* V s 1 re here for our own 
protection, so letts form a democratic way of living*" 
Faithfully, they kept up their Ideals of governing until 
they found out their power wae not amounting to anything 
when the Caucasians were telling them what to say end what 
to do* Mo one like to be shoved around, mistrusted* That1» 
natural* A  human being oan take so much and then, no more* 
One reason for suoh things as war» eto*

Democracy is certainly challenged* To me, demo­
cracy has no real reaeon* This is the attitude of many 
poople, precisely on account of this evacuation* It is an 
undemocratic move* The results are high prices on vege­
tables, etc*

Morales are lowered, the worst thing ever to be 
done* The morale is what keeps the soIdlers,fighting, 
what keeps the women working in the factories, overtaking 
man-sized jobs*

Nisei fellows are Issued selective service notices, 
cards and blanks, but are they accepted? They are eager to 
join the armed forces, American citizens, anxious to do 
their part in this war* Why are they rejected? Their feel- 
inge are lOQg for the Allies* They want peace* Democracy 
just as much if not more than the Caucasians* These fel­
lows who are discouraged in this way ean easily change their 
attitudes* It1» this sort of thing that causes trouble some­
where along the line* If w e 1 re not to be trusted, if we*re 
not to be encouraged to tarry on democratic ideals, what 
can anyone expeet? Certainly we*re not going to be told
what to do* Is anyone? Mo* HA

The Meaning of Democracy to Met
During wartime^there is no Demo°?ad F * It there were, 

a few people o o u l d n H  control the nation* One example is 
that the evacuation wouldn* t have been neeessary if it 
were hot for these small groups*

The Democracy is not functioning correctly* The heads 
of certain department order this to be done then this, when
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the people do not have anything to say« such as rubber 
rationing, the people did not have their voiee in deeid* 
ing who was to get the tires the board just decided» these 
boards weren't chosen by the people they were appointed by 
someone higher up»

If there «ere democracy in this camp these people 
wouldn't form a mob» the Director of the camps just 
order this then he orders that, well when you are ordered 
to do something you feel more like not doing it« Well« 
if the people say let's go back to work the people would 
at least feel better*

Hr* Uehtda is being kept in jail for assault and 
battery eharge against some man but it isn't democratic 
to punish one person for what a group did if they did this» 
The evidence is what the attacked person gives and not what 
the police found* Mr# Uohida knows Judo well enough to 
take anyone down without the aid of a club which the de* 
fendant claims that was used cn him»

Again why should the Case be taken out of this camp 
when there is a jury and judge and all you need to hold 
court here* The administration must think that the nisei 
are not capable of holding could so they decide among 
themselves to try and take the case to Phoenix but the mob 
doesn't want it so» The Administration is doing just the 
opposite to what the people want and that isn't Democracy*

Outside the people go into national Defense plants 
to make money not to help the country* Well that is what 
is wrong with this country. Everyone wants to make money 
for their own use and they think of no one else but them* 
selves# The National Defense plant head are making billion 
of dollars by government order thus they raise the price 
and make more money* The greedy person will bite too much 
off sometime and find themselves in the hold» the people 
are supposed to be created equal but are they, no, they 
are not* Some of them have no money while some have too 
much and can't even spend it* Well, that's not equality 
and Democratic*

This government does say it is Democratic but if you 
sum up all the whole thing there are too many things that 
seem like dictatorship* the rationing board just orders 
this rationed, and the government freezes anything they 
wish* Well when Germany froze eggs, butter, and a lot of 
other things the United States hollered thbir heads off 
that it was undemocratic and so there was a dictatorship* 
Well it turns right around and does the same thing* Well 
Hitler orders his board to do something and they carry out 
his order well the President gives his order it is carried 
out by a board or head* It seems like the same principle 
to me but the American way is a little more lenient than 
the Germans *
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The Democratic government is ail right when it is 
correctly functioning hut now X don* t think much of it* 

There were »any nisei soldiers in the armed forces* 
Some enlisted hut others were drafted* Well they had 
worked their way up to Sergeants, Corporal and F*F*C* 
hut soon after Pearl Harbor they were demoted and the 
stripes were taken away* They were put into Q#M»G* or 
Med* Corp and had to start all over again* There were 
some that received guns that had no ammunition that fit* 
ted the gun* Thus they Just said, "X don't need any gun 
unXese X have ammunition hy which X could use it«* That 
does not seem so democratic*

The government claim their nisei soldier are loyal 
hut they do not trust their own soldiers* If that is the 
case the soldier knowing that he is suspeeted hy the of* 
fleer does not seem too loyal* Well it the government 
claim that these hoys are loyal why do they not trust 
these loyal hoys* •;

The Meaning of Democracyt
Democracy in written form is a government hy the 

people, for the people, and of the people* Does democra­
cy stand as the written form? Yes and no# Xn our case, 
no* We, in Poston do not bellevs that Justice and liber* 
ty are granted* We are told what to do and say* Is that 
fair for the Japanese American who were granted their 
citizenship,at birth? M o l * When placed in camps* they 
are deprived of their citizenship, Justice and liberty*
But do they cult doing their duties as citizens? Mo*
They go outside of oamp voluntarily to harvest crops, they 
go to cotton fields to pick cotton that is vital to war 
needs* Do they enjoy it? Yes and no* They enjoy it 
from the standpoint of freedom for that day being out­
side of camp but they are still being carefully watched 
by Caucasians* Are we in camp given credit for our duties 
as citizens? Ho* We get no credit whatsoever* Mo news 
of our day9 s excursions are put to print other than in 
the community paper, the Press Bulletin* Yes, Just us in 
oamp get the news and friends in other camps by corres­
pondence* Why o a n 9t credit be given where credit is due? 
We, like any other person would like to get credit when 
credit is due* We wouldn't appreciate credit if we 
weren't due credit* This strike in Poston* Xs it going 
on for the sake of having a holiday? Mo, us Postonians 
want Justice done* Why aren't the guilty ones punished 
instead of the innocent? The innocent has to suffer until 
Justice is dons* Xs Justice done? Mo* One whol tweak 
and no Justice done* Why can’t people be more consider* 
ate for the Innocent* X say this not for myself but fer
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the majority» Tee, united we »tend, divided we fail* 
that statement stands true wherever used* Why can't Japa­
nese Americans hold offices that they are capable off Wo* 
just because they are of Japanese ancestry* Why can* t 
nisei enlist in the Armed forces? Just because they are 
of Japanese ancestry* Everything falls back to the Japa­
nese ancestry*

I appreciate the protection given to us by putting u b 
in camp but X would appreciate my freedom and liberty more*3* It j  UiUi *3 *

Problems of Democracy;
Democracy» as said in the Webster*s Dictionary» means 

a form of government with the rule of the People*
The most important problem that fades me is the Eva­

cuation and the problem of Japanese Americans* Z believe 
that we were unjustly moved and taken away from our homes*
Z am an American citizen of good standing* I cannot blame 
the Japanese people for being here» for we are the minori­
ty with no power to demand our Constitutional Eights* What 
was the cause of this Evacuation? Was it a group or a sin­
gle agitator? They have asked us to Svacuats to hsip the 
National Defense Program* Zn what ways are ws any help In 
this camp? Zs it that they had feared us of being sabo­
teurs? Z am not a saboteur or an Anti-American nor am Z a 
so called Jap* Z am an American and want to fight for those 
principles which the Constitution stands for» liberty» free­
dom, and equality*

The people outside this eamp may think we are living 
in luxury with turkey or veal at every meal and hotels to 
sleep in* If they feel that way» Z will trade them places#

Zf this war should end in another year, will we be re­
leased from this camp or are we going to be in here for­
ever? Zs it true» if it is possible for our release, that 
we cannot go back to our homes in California? I am positive 
that we are in here for the duration of this war and after 
this duration we may be able to return to our homes and 
lead another era of normal life*
ly

Even the Draft Boards will not classify us according- 
We were classified as aliens (4C)» that is not a De-we were ciaesiiiea as aliens i4w;» that is not a 

mocratic way and attitude toward us* we registered as 
Citizens; willing to help survive our Country and it*s De­
mocracy* Why do they consider us as aliens? Zf they 
should ever pass a law in Congress stating that we are no 
longer Citizens, Z should rather perish from this Earth*
Z shall never forget that lack of Democracy has caused 
most of this* -T j j ^  #

Democracy;
Democracy is a form of government in which the people
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ha?« a voice in the government* It also recognize the 
rights and freedom of the people*

The United States of America Is said to be one of the 
most democratic nation in the world* Tet American Japa­
nese were pat in concentration camp whether they committed 
a crime or not* What was much more worse is that we were 
considered much more dangerous than other enemy aliens*
Some of these enemy alien were even sabotaging our war fac­
tories but still some were walking out in the streets like 
a free man* They say that there were not enough evidence 
against them to send them away but what about American Japa­
nese who did not even commit such crime but were sent to 
camp even if there were no evidence*

Tet some say we really were brought here for our own 
protection* But when the Japanese got off the train to 
be transferred on a bus to Post on their e were American sold­
iers pointing their guns at us*

Meaning of Democracy%
Democracy is a government in which the supreme power 

is retained by the people directly cr Indirectly by the 
means of representation* All men must be treated equally 
and must have the equal rights in enjoying life*

-National Problem of Democracyi 
1$ Evacuation

Was it a demooratlo step to evacuate the Japanese 
from the Coast?

Will there be race prejudice after the war and when 
the Japanese all start to go back?

How will the government help to start the Japanese 
off again in their old or new trade?

Will the Japanese be able to go back to the Coast?
How long after the war will we have to stay in here?
Do you think anyone can live on 113*00 a month?
If the nisei are considered as American citizen why 

can*t they be trusted and do as the rest of the citizens?
Why should nisei in the U* S* Army be restricted 

from the coast or guns?

Meaning of Democracy %
Democracy is the object that all countries should have 

in mind, when fighting this war* It means that each and 
every person may have the right to vote, the freedom of the 
press, speech, meetings, place of worship, and above all, 
the right to live one*s life the way one would want to live 
it*
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Problems of Democracy:
The problems of democracy, are by know means slight« 

There is a great deal to be taken into consideration, when 
one speaks of it* Some of the problems ares the évacua« 
tion, the racial problems, the many things that people are 
having to go without, the draft, the right to citizenship, 
etc* The draft is no sign of democracy, when one is forced 
into something, although it should be up to him to sign up 
and do something for his country• X ^ n U

>2. - U- R

Meaning of Democracyl
Democracy is a form of government in which there arc 

freedoms for individuals and the right of the people to 
govern themselves through elected representatives» The 
problem X am taking is "The Relocation of Ev&ouees after 
the War**

Every one of Japanese ancestry that was moved from the 
west coast Into relocation camps are going to again have 
to relocate themselves into normal living conditions after 
the war*

Some of the problems ares
Is Gan we return to the west coast?
2s If not, would we be welcome in any ether state?
3i Gan we return to society?
4s Will our standard of living be lowered as the 

Negroes were?
These are very important problems X would like answered«

o  StU

Democracyx is supposed to be a form of government run by, 
for, and of the people«
National Problems of Democracy:

The Blind Spot of Democracy:
X call this race prejudice a "blind spot in Demo« 

cracy* beoause America, one of the top ranking nations of 
the world, has the worst race prejudice, without most of 
the people noticing it, because it never does back fire on 
themselves# A democratic government cannot do anything 
about this, but the people of this government should follow 
its American phrase that "all men are created equal" and 
face, or do something about It to really be able to call 
Democracy a true Democracy«

Some of the races that considered as the lower 
class by the Americans are the worst Japanese, Negroes, 
Chinese, Mexican* Japanese, X believe, is the worst now, 
because of this war* X heard that many places have signs 
to advertise the material they sell by putting up signs 
like "Hunting License to kill Japs*, *No Japs Allowed",
"This Chop Suey run by Chinese*, *An American*, eto* This
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Is the opinion of the 
went itself, rejectededted ■!
neae, a rightful American citizens, from the Army and 
classified them 4o'e* The arajy couldn't use the Japanese 
in the Pacific, so they rejected us, hut since they nov 
hare & new front in Africa, they are trying to reclassify 
us and send us there* If they didn't trust us in the 
first place wo don't see what made them change their minds
unless their going to use the J,aps as Guinea Pigs gg the

Meaning of Democracy:
Meaning of democracy Is Government of the people, by 

tho paople, for tha peopla. You can do anything you want 
to do unless you avoid the law* People can do what he 
wants to do* People can vote for the right person* People 
can make speeches* Democracy mean to share equal to people 
what he like to do*
Problem of Democracy:

li Evacuation of Japanese*
3s Dees all people get Equality or Not?
3* "ho government the evacuate people in camp*
4s Have we got Political, economic and social moral 

in this camp*
5: Why is the Government put citizen in concentration 

camp« Doesn't citizen of Ut&fAt has right to do 
what he please, instead being put in came* Why 

is that they pay us cheap labor* They pay us so 
cheap we can't buy our own clothing* Some family 
has big family and one person work and haven't 
much money how can he afford clothing to all the 
people in his family* Isn't this camp a self 
government o r ’ not*

Meaning of Democracys
To me Democracy does not mean as much as it did before 

we were evacuated* As I understood it before Democracy was 
a form of government made up by the people, for the people 
and all that klnda stuff they used to tdash ms before in 
schools about the constitution bill of rights and all that* 
But where is all that Bill of Eights, our civil rights* The 
meaning of Democracy, sure, there is a meaning to it, but 
to me, an outcast American, that meaning does not mean as 
much as it should otherwise*
Eacisl Problems:

1 think that all this racial prejudice going on now 
about the American Japanese is from the propaganda spread 
out by the newspapers and such* This does not go with the

t e n a m
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Hegro or Jew because of certain incident that haro come up* 
I think that in this country where democracy is come- 

thing that© worth keeping, there is still that racial pro* 
Judies going on* My question is why is it that it has to 
go on* And another thing« I would like to know why the 
education department is teaching us to define democracy and 
all that it stands fort
Evacuation: 1: 1 would like to know if the constitution

mentioned any evacuation business.
Eaoial Problems: 1: I would like to know how it going to

be after its over# whether the Amerl* 
can public will take us or not*

2: Why are there no American Japanese in 
the government and also few negroes*

Problem of Democracy:
The meaning of Democracy}

Democracy means a government ruled by the people*
Every person is a part of it and can do as they please# 
think ae they please* Democracy is a way of life giving 
every person a place in making of the society in which he 
belongs*

Some of the Democratic problems to be solved are 
Baeial problems and Evacuation and the minority problems* 
Baclal Problems} ,,, A t

How will it be when it is over# will the public take 
us or net?

Evacuation:
Do we have political# economic and social moral in 
this eampf
Why arc some of the good cltlsens of United States 
in camps?
Why are they going to put fence around Poston and 
have guard all around like It was a concentration 
camp? «-Wia.

V7-7-3 ,
Meaning of Democracy}

Democracy is in theory a government of# by# and for 
the people* they are supposed to be free to empress their 
views and all men are created equal* To a certain extent 
it is true*

My opinion of Democracy is that it is Just a theory 
and Democracy can not be more so during wartime* there is 
a racial prejudice of the minority groups*

The Japanese were evacuated# isscl, kibci# or nisei*
We were forced by army orders to leave our homes# furnl* 
tures# etc* In doing so our right as an American Citizen 
were taken away* We have no voice in public# we are *Japs*
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to the Caucasians#
Many of the hoys went to top sugar hoots with the under* 

standing that beside the wage they wore to get equipment for 
cooking» laundry» bathing and sanitation« But they wore 
treated like slaves* they were forced to live in houses with 
aloe and flies* they were crowded* Many broke their eon* 
tracts not only because of working conditions but because 
of lack of water, bathing and sanitation* Some were forced 
to live in a barn where the horse manure was so strong* Tot 
the sen were helping to save the nations most valuable crop 
but In doing so were reduced to the level of slaves*

Many of the boys are now serving in the Armed Forces • 
Many were put back to Private because they were a Japanese* 
Many were given «Honorable Discharge* with no reason at all* 
Many of the men were classified very low because of race*

Many of their parents are interned in Internment Damp 
and are very innocent*

l believe this and many more prove that true Democracy 
can not be. It is Just a thoopy, f i u a ^  i_

■ ..3 Y -  ?
Democracy is a republic form of government in which 

the people rule* It Is a government for it9s people, of 
it*s people and by ltfs people*
National Problems of Democracy;
Evacuations

One of the national problems of today are the Japanese 
of this Democracy* The evacuation of all the west coast 
Japanese have begun and ended» but out of the evacuation a* 
rose many protests from the friends of Japansse-Amerloan ci­
tizens*

They object mainly because the law of this nation was 
Violated, the freedom of movement* They also protest be* 
cause of the acute labor shortage in the west coast caused 
by the evacuation*

The Japanese under the Army1» order have all been 
brought to Holooation such as Poston* The greatest problem 
faced by the government is what to do with the Japanese 
after the wart

The problem as yet (that I know of) is still unsettled* 
Many suggestions have been made, they are; Let them take

°* themselves• Make special reservations for them (like 
Shipped them to the east, and many others* As I 

said before, this problem is still unsettled, but it le 
given quite a consideration by this nation!

Another problem of this nation is* shall it take J&pa* 
nese American citizens as soldiers of the United Stateef 
As it looks now the nation seems to hesitate in doing so*
The Army has released many klbeis and has classified the 
Japanese in 40*
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%t Why were Japanese Americans classified as 4C?
Zi What is going to happen to us after the War?
3t Why are mi hated so much?
4s Why aren't we allowed to go to Parker? other 

Relocation centers are allowed to go to the 
nearest towi, f t ^  6o-n~C-

Democracy;
Democracy is the form of government in Which the eu« 

preme power lies in the people exercised either directly, 
or indirectly be representation» Switzerlandfs government 
is an example of tho first type; A f r i c a n  democracy is run 
by representation«

m e r e  are examples of representative democracy all o- 
ver the country; of course, our national government; state 
goemment; city counoile» Here in Poston, we have our Coun­
cil, our Student Body Council and our own sr* Class Counoil» 
the representative oouneil is used bee&use it is easier to 
deal with the smaller group» It is up to the representatives 
to let those he is representing know what was decided» 

However, this sort of government is not without its 
problème» In American today» there are many w r y  vital prob­
lems* the first that comes to my mind is the rehabilitation 
and relocation of, not only ourselves, but also the hundreds 
of thousands of defense workers who have migrated from their 
own homes to the crowded defense centers after the present 
conflict is over* What are those working in the defense in­
dustries going to do When they are no longer needed? Natur­
ally, the non-defense industries will absorb a lot of them, 
but what about those who have no homes to return to? Sven 
now, many are living in whatever shelter they can find, 
which often isn't adequate« The living standards of Ameri­
ca will be brought down, considerably«

Another great problem is racial discrimination» What 
of the Exclusion Act? X thoroughly believe that if our 
parents could have been allowed to become American citizens, 
a lot of the present trouble could have been averted#

It is my sincere hope that we, as American citizens, 
will be able to take part once again in the activities as 
we did before*

Democracy;
Government in which the supreme power is retained by 

the people and exercised wither directly or indirectly through 
a system of representation*
Problems of Democracy;

1; unemployment •
Zt economic and social insecurity«
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3 s evacuatien«
4: racial problema

minority groups
negroes
Jews

§1 housing problems 
6* national defense work 
7: educational problems 
as patriotism, obedience, citizenship#
Democracy makes the individuals basic moral standings» 

It develops a way of living together socially, economically, 
politically» It should lead to the ideas of equality, of 
opportunities, and oppose discrimination of race, wealth, 
family and religion« In order to have good Judgment one * ’ 
must be well informed and also have your ideas changed with 
others« We should be free to express our ideas since in 
democracy wc have freedom of press, speech, assembly and re«

Meaning of Democracy;
Meaning of Democracy; form of government in which the 

sovereign power resides in the people as a whole and is ex« 
ercised either directly or by them#«»or by officers elected 
by them»

ligion
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National Problema of Deraocraoyi 
1* Evacuation
2« Racial Probi© cas, minority groups, Ho groes, ?ews*
3« Grucial problema, su eh as uneopioyaent 
4* Eco nomio and Social inseeurlty 
9* Housing such as slums sto«
Health Is thè first of all liberiios, Democracy and good citizenahip cannot 

exist on disossa, flabby ausoles, taut nervoua, undernourished and undersheltered 
bodiee» Whether for military defensa, far that peaceful achievemant «hioh is thè 
goal of all our efforti, or for mestai polso and balance, good badisi are asedad* 

la a democracy, se are devoted to a fres presa, tres speeoh, and thè righi of 
free assembly* Theae dril li berti© a raprsaant a third goal of demoaratie ilviag* 
li is to fòla end that thè ohannels of communi oa ti on must be kepi open, that thè 
presa must be nfree" and speeoh untrammeledi it is to this end that sohools bave 
been supported among us* The righi to leerá belongs te every a i t i m i  te deny de* 
mocracy itself* By Sechi Tashiro, 44-6-C

National Problema of Dsmeeraoy
Demo era cy is a fon» of governa* ai in «hlah thè supreme poner in restad in tha 

paopls*
The first ustionai problsm of deseerasy in thè Job ef keeplng democracy alive* 

li in noi nell to stay with thè thought that thè United States han fresdo» and dm* 
mocracy* 9# must aleo be effleient* la a military way, se sre eompetiag time sith 
thè ssr material mafcing povere in our nailon, and thè resi of thè sorld* la anoth- 
er senso ve must defead our country and our neighbora agaiast fi fth-eo luían propa­
ganda and Hitleriaau

One of thè mala problemi that aver existed in our nailon is thè resisi prelu­
dio© agaiast thè negroea, The negro© e for usknevn ressoas vere dialiked aad seemsd 
slaply noi to "¿ola la vith thè ethers** They vare alaaeed as lov, under grade 
workere* But mesi of thsm at thè pressai ila» are working under eity control* HO 
metter ho« cruel ly thè ir parente« forefathers, and relativos vere treated# many 
has jolned in thè "United Service Organinoti ona** Hegroes in thè early stage worked 
as aleves« natii Abraham Lincoln emme along and abollahed slavery* Another raes 
vhich many paopls are preludicad agaiast is ths trapanese mas* The ¿spasene paopla 
ara listad as one of thè totalitaria povere* Sver slnce thè ver brolo out in thè 
early daya of Decomber» they vera thought of ae anemies to many aatioas, vhich later 
resultad to an ©vacuation*

Another problam of democracy is ths problsm of tha military need* Mea and boya 
are asedad to be trained for armad forasi* la else asad tanks, ships* planos, guna, 
ammanition and all sorta of sappiles and equipmsat, vhich umana mass production la 
manufacturing« tornen and girla are eleo delag thè ir parte in national defesse*
They are working in f ac tori© a aad shops, big and mali« all over ths asilos« working 
la placea mskiag necessiti©* for thè var* By Stella leda, 42-11-0

Democracy
Democracy la a land of Demoaratie goveraiag, a place of free mea, vhere people 

are alloved te de as they please, vorehlp their ova God, read what they «hai to reni,



•ay wht.t they «tat to tty* Democracy It to givo each individual kit or ter ova right 
Bo one to stand over another individual toll him «hat to do tad «hot to do* If told 
«hat to do* with Daaooraey la the nation» there «ill always bo t reason presented, 
ite t person should do this or why t person should do that* Education, for Instance* 
a tew was node requiring people up to a certain ago to go to school in California, 
ghe reason for this la*» to sate ran ate «omen out of theoo people* men ate woman 
able to road and write* to help them understand the American «ay of life* to ap» 
predate this life where we are allowed to do as wo please* ate to preserve our 
rights as a human being to live as we want.

But* Democracy now* Is full of problems. It is still an idea* an idea whiah 
ths people hope to carry through, there are small problems to bo looked into* for 
instance in the small community there may be a few powerful men using men ate women* 
poor people* to run sow large farm at low wages* lower than the average pay, the 
workers have to grin ate bear it* for if taken to the court, the powerful man al» 
ways has influence ate usually wins out la the end* 80 democracy in ths political 
Ufa* where judges from the smallest community court to the largest are sometimes 
hut not always a stooge, tears money is involved* lawyers who mite their living 
fey helping the wont criminals get free are common in newspapers everyday*

Then there is the Baciai problem* One race fooling superior over tte other 
rsee* The Californiana fooling superior over the "Okies** people from Oklahoma* 
ghia is mao of ths greatest problems now and eomeday* when this idea of Demeeraay 
la spread world over wa all ho at tte same level,

ghie evacuation may bo looked at from both sides* It may be against our de» 
meoyatle ides because all tte citizens of the U, 3, were sent ten away from our 
normal life but it say be carrying thro1 the Democracy* Protecting us from "lynch" 
mobs* giving mi our privileges as a parson to do as ws please* Protection in tte 
time of war# protection for us ate proteation from faar for those outside who are 
doubtful of our loyalty* * Another problem is money* no oqaal distribution of money, 
gben art from the richest to the poorest throughout ths whole country*

By geshlke sere, 53~4*b

The Meaning ate Problems of Democracy
go mo democracy means a nation of people living together as a cooperative*

In a Democracy tte people should have no race prejudice, everyone should have e~ 
quel rights* respects, ate privileges* Everyone should try to help each other in 
every possible way and not try to make others fail when they attempt to better 
themselves or their conditions* Everyone should have tte right to vote* The whole 
nation, not just the fortunate states, should have a good system of education* A H  
Of tte people should have the right to attend good schools and not just the people 
tee live in the fortunate states* In a democracy everyone should be treated equal» 
ly, learn equally, ate act equally# 
national Problems of Democracy 

Evacuation ate Baelal
1« Share are the evacuated people going to be put after the present wart 
S* SHI the people who live in the oeamunitiea in white the evacuated 

people are put act akainet the ovacueest 
3* Can the syaoueoa* children go to tte cams schools as tte people who

live in that partlmilar community without being looted down uponf



4# Cea thè older peo pie get respectable job« la thè community la «hi eh 
they «111 reside?

World
1« thè Démocratie natio na anat alvays tight egalaet thè aggregai«« a«* 

tloae «hlch ere rulad by Die ta torà so that Desoorecy «IH survive.
By Toshi O m i t  3ô~ll-D

Sfeanlag of Deoocracy
Sto «Baume Of O M H M M a y  la thè j & a  °L mssmsf, b? **• W»«**# of thè peo- 

pie aad for thè people»
The Problem of Democracy

thè évacuation la a probità of Deaoeracy for lt has a lot to Ao for us* Vhea 
thè goveransnt told us to evacuate all thè Japa&sse people evaouated «Ith thè 
g»vernnent* Many of thè people carne to caap to bring up thè aarale for thè people* 
$pothere «ho regiatered far thè Arar «ere deferred beeauae of their eaoestora* Bce 
could thè second generation of Japanese help thè UhlteA State« If they glve thè» 
n4&" for thè ir physlcal esaminati oa* The onea «ho registered early «ere talea but 
they Ao aot go up very auch la thè Ir ranke* üb« la m e  fort they teaeh the* Jape*» 
Baca language to be spiee for thè Haltet State#* At thè end of thla month aany of 
thè Japanese saldier are aot knowing «bare they are going» Many of thè boya «ould 
llhe to go la thè arar to feee e® rolliag ani flying far thè United Statai for tbey 
are American citizen» When thè Japanese bombad "Pearl Earbor" asay Japans a# help 
cooperate la Bevali» to do their duty that «ere called for thè®* That*a «hat I 
call a patrioti« duty for thè United State«* By Takeshi Yamasaki, 54-11-1

Doaocracy
In thè flrst piace* Democrecy la a «ay of Ufe la «hloh certain right* and 

Privileges are graated to an Individual* These rights and privilèges beiag aaoag 
thè eost aoceseary elemente la a Démocratie «ay of living help bulld thè govt for 
thè people aad by thè people»

The freedom that 1« streseed la Doaocracy Is thè freedo* people deeired and 
golaed through their effort and now, must protect lt* lt nasi be protedted tym 
those «ho «ould Uh» to see lt cruable «ad hot care lessasse ea their ova part* 
Problems mmt be ably »et aad cenai us ions that are »ade met be of satisfaction to 
thè people» Forit is the people «he make thle sort of governneat possible* thè 
freedoa»lovlag people*

Regardiose of raes» cholee of religión» aad other Ideals everyoas la equal to 
everyoa* sise la thle «ay of Uvlag* Minorité groupe are aot alwaya included la 
society« Ferhapa lt la the group itaelf that 1* responsi ble fer lt* Maay a time 
préjudice and discrimination aaoag society la responsi ble, but the tbought of euch 
s thlng «hlch night be exietlag hindere thè groupa* ciao* There is «oa» feeling of 
laferiorlty «hea m a g  a nass soolety le responslble* but às a group by thenaelvee* 
they stand flmly* The Problem la thle case le to «Ipe eut disertai nati on and pre* 
judies entirely and although thla probi«» has beta discussed over aad over« aa the 
yeare go by lt «111 aot be in possible to bave a trae Dezaocraoy»

Another proble® la that of évacuation «hloh has gene beyoad Démocratie prinei- 
pie«* (Rasslfled la thè «dnorlty group* the people of Japeneee race do not fcnov



what to think* Discrimination la involved and therefore it all go*a hank to wiping 
out of the first problem* ip Htxyi Hireno» 60-1-C

The Meaning of Democracy
The word Democracy rings into every mans eyes if he knew« what the United Na­

tion ie fitting for * Xf Democracy ie taken away it might be ¿net like working 
under chains. Ho name.

Democracy
1 believe Democracy to be a form of government» which having been made by the 

people* all people have equal rights and liberties and that each one has a voice in 
the government» Also* it is not only a typo of government# but a m y  of life which 
can be changed only by the wiehee and action of the people and not by one pereon*

|f we apply the above explanation of the word Democracy to our present day 
government we will find that we do not really have a Democracy* We have the funds* 
mentals of Democracy* but we have not carried it out to the point where all people 
regardless of race or wealth are treated alike* Racial prejudice is one of the 
greatest problems of Democracy» 1 think it ie something which cannot be helped at 
present* The Jews* Wegroes* Italians# Japanese and other aliens have been thougit 
of being inferior to the others* They have been discriminated from eome colleges 
and Jobs* bet X think that this was gradually becoming less* and that the people of 
United States were starting to reoognlns the ability and leadership of the Negroes 
and other minority groups in the government*

Prejudice is caused by the people Judging the Jews* Regress* and Japanese be» 
fere they know the facts about them* They are condemned before they have a chance 
to speak for themselves. X think prejudice is Just a part of some people** human 
nature and can*t be avoided*

Evacuation is another greet problem which Is today facing us* The Japanese 
were put in scope for the protection of the coast and also for their own protec­
tion but Is evacuation democratic? Were the Democratic principles carried out when 
we were placed in canpe? Will we be treated as citizens with equal rights as the 
ethers When we leave camp» or will w© be thought of as being inferior and a menace 
to tho United States* Xn a way* X think that the prejudice against the Japanese 
will be greater because of the war* Jfcr tbrufco Kubota* 27~6*D

Democratic Action!
Democracy is a government by the people* 
Problems of Democracy}

1* Unemployment 
£* Education Program 
3* Social Security 
4* Economic Problem 
6* Evacuation 
6* Racial Problems 

Minority Group
a* Wegroes 
b* Jew



?* Botta log (alluso) aa in Boa Torte and largar eltleo 
8# Health, (to have acre hoapitala and firat Aid Cantora# but no» alnco 

thè far la golng on maybe itfa iapoasible, On thè othor hand bocauso 
of thè far# they ehould bave nera*

Voting la deaooratio society la tha natura of interesta and needs# la social 
aa «all aa individuala* fhan voting for dlfferent candidata« an oach slsetlon# it 
glvea us dlfferent Idaaa on ho« to rua a governaent* Biffar «Ith oach person* 

la Democracy «a have Freedom of Speech# presa# raligion and aaaembly, «hich 
glvee aa muoh freedom than corno countries. By day Inouye

National Problem of Demo era qy 
1* évacuation

Vaa thè paopla la fatar for thè évacuation ©f Japanese? faa It deaocratio? 
«Ili thè geverament giva financial ald «hen «a go back? Con thè fapcaaaa 
8 0 beote to thè ooastt Bas «aa évacuation planned? Bom da thè Japanese 
paopla feel about évacuation? fhy did thoy put American citizen* In camp? 

8* Minority group
Regressi Why da they treat than rough? fhy ara thè negreee hated? fhy 
doean*t thè segrete bava tha sane rights aa Amarieang do?
I m »  By Harry Magata# 4 M «d

Musiti ng of Ihwoocracy
The idea of democracy la mnwwrlzod in Xlneeln*« famous phraao "Government of 

tho paopla# hy tha paapla« far tha paopla*
Ànother «ay la Pomooracy la a way of U f i  «hleh sectes ta giva pardon hls propar 

ahara In tha matelng of sedety to «hleh ha bélouga*
Thcre ara laaat four clemente In damoereey*

1« Politicali It la a fora of geverament In «hleh tha paopla rulo tha»» 
salvai*

0* Economici lt la a fora of Ufa and «orte In «hleh oach parami «antri* 
butes hls shsra of sorvloo and haa tha rlght ta en Joy tha roturna that 
cornea froa lt*

3* Sociali oach persom may not bo equal in all raapacta to ovary othore# 
but no ona la denlad thiough blrth or rsnh tha rlght to asiha a placa 
for himself aultad to hla effort# obaractar*

4* Morali oach Individuai haa rlght ta enjoy respect for hla con par* 
sonai qualitles and to davalop than in avary honorable «ay#

Problems of Democracy 
National Problema

fhy la thè natimi at far? *hy donft they a U  cooperata? fhy did «a get ava* 
cuated fron thè ooaet or California? fhy donft «a bava a legai ri#t «ben In timo 
of far aa sana aa not in «ay?
Racial Problems

fhy la thare racial préjudice? fhy la tha nogra treated ao rada In tha South* 
ara «tatest fhy lan*t tha negro treated «a rude In Northern Statai? fhy theee tha 
tha ?e«e bava ao auch poser? Ny Aklra KiaÉo



Tha MÉialftg of Deraocraey
Th« moanlng of Deoocracy to an Aaerioan 1« a fora of governnant «hloh 1« «09» posed to ha formad by the paopla «ad for tha paople.
0oaa of tha Bational pro bl 00a of Daoocracy* Tha awaeuatiaa of all tha Japa- 

aaaa fr« tha west coast* «hy dld tbay araouata tha Japanaa# to es«« and latea»» 
aaat campa. Tha labor ahortaga on tha farm and bouslag ahortaga für factoxy wo*k- 
ara*

Thara la aleo racial problema» «har ara tha Begroas considerad hala« ámsrleana? 
«hy doeaan tha army taha Japanese lato aviatloa and othar higher fields? «hy dld 
tha gorarnmaafc put tha Japanaaa «ho araMwriaam cltlnenalnto campa «hora yon oaa’t 
do anythlmdf Tou «oxk alght honra and an average para« gata oaly twalve dallara a 
m t h »  «hila an «trican outside gata ffeom alght to ton dallar« a day«

«0 a a «
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These are twelfth, grad© paper© on Democracy. The teacher pot a brake on long 
©oaplainta by saying that they should give their definition of democracy and then 
stats their contributions to it* Please send these back when you h 
copied* As with the others X haws left the grammatical errors in*

Democracy
Definition of democracy «*» e land that is ruled by the people*
I don’t think $ could believe in democracy today than X did before the war* 

Because of FBI coming and taking every Japanese Xseei that was in the Japanese Aner- 
loan Farmers Association and every issei than had a son taking kendo* X don’t think 
you could call that democracy*

%  contribution to democracy is very little but X know X have help in trying to 
N make a peaceful world and a better democracy*

As far as this camp is concerned X donH think it well ever be a democratic camp 
because of the way they handled the strike« making the people go out there if they wanted to or, not*

X think there never be a perfect democracy* By Haruo Kobata, 60**8~C

Democracy to m  means the right to do what I want, when X want, and if X want* 
The right to have a certain amount of freedom of speech, of religion, and of the 
press* Everything the ’Bill of Rights* is meant to be*

My contribution to democracy has been very little or none at all. Lest year we 
tried to make a better annual than the one we had put out the year before* Some 
parts of that were sy own ideas, also the school paper* I tried to make it larger 
and have more interesting articles in it* These X hope, were somethings towards ay 
contribution to democracy*

Democracy 5.a really other things besides government ruling, it can also be put 
to work when you judge your friends, not by their looks, but by their reel selves* 
Beauty is only akin deep and their friendship will last forever*

By Lily Mataushlge

Democracy! That Is Democracy? Is it just a type of government? My Idea of 
Democracy is to have equal rights* X think that all people should be treated equally* 
There should be no privileged, classes* They uhould all be able to contribute their 
share in anything and enjoy the returns from their contributions* Xn Social Demo~ 
oraey people might not be born equal but no one should be denied through birth or 
rank the rights to make a place for himself suited to his efforts, character and a* 
bllity* X thick the evacuation of the Japanese was undemocratic* The niseis are 
«11 citizens of the United States, but still were taken awey their freedom*

X think one of the contributions ws all made in American Democracy is the 
strike we bad a few weeks ago* We fought for what the Constitution granted us* 
fair trial for anyone connected of a crime and our rights*

By Shizu© Nakatsubasa

One month in the year, 1931, found ay mother enrolling me in an American publie 
school. Little did X know X wee to learn and exercise the true meaning of democracy.



What does democracy mean sad stand for? I don’t think It is just a scrap of 
paper on which the constitution is written, tot it is m e  ideas represented in it. 
That America is a land of freedom, Justice, tolerance and brotherhood, Otherwise 
toy art millions of Americans fighting and dying to accomplish the victory of Amsrl*» 
cat

X can*t say X made a great contribution to American democracy but X am muse 2 
took a part In contributing to American democracy aa a member of e Girl Reserves 
Club« Ae everyone probably knows, the work of the YWCA which the Girl Reserves ere 
under, ie to influence othare to follow the Christian life, or in ether words the American ways of life.

Our group sometimes invited clubs with member* of other nationalities to our 
special meetings or had guost speakers to speak on BoyOirl Relationship ate, Oth» 
er times we invited the younger IMG* group and had parties or dances, The purpose 
of our club was not only for pleasure tot alee to associate with people sad besom» 
more sociable,

X wee brought up as a Christian from ay childhood days and was taught the A» 
mcrloan ways of life at a Christian Sunday School, X have persuaded some girls too 
were brought up In Buddhist families to attend Christian services. After attending 
couple of services, these girls realized whet was taught in a Christian Sunday School 
and they changed their religion to that of Christianity,

Shic small thing was a part of to contributions to American democracy, convert» lag one*s way ef living,
The summer of 1941, X was fortunate to he chosen as one of the delegates from 

our club to attend a Girl Reserves conference at Lake Tahoe, At the conference we 
had the opportunity to mingle with 200 girls of all races. About 15 to 20 girls 
were assigned to one room in the building overlooking Lake Tahoe, Xa our room, there 
were two MOgzo girls, two Mexicans, two Japanese, and the others X couldn’t toll, X 
do know they were whites or Caucasians,

X have met many girls at this conference and of course got along with them all 
because all have one purpose. The purpose* TO follow the American ways of life.

My contributions to American democracy sre viry little but if everyone dees 
their small part in contributing we can hope to see democracy attain its full stature* 
(really fuzzy thinking, n’eat-ee past) By Jennie Soda. '

-(-q

At the end of another day, X sit here on the porch of my apartment, thinking; 
thinking, of what to write of *M? contributions to democracy”.

As X sit here on the porch, with ay head bowed down X see the fishes in to 
pond swimming so gracefully as if they*** the happiest things in the world.

Then, X lift up my hsad and sse n little boy in toe distance, playing and talk» 
lng in baby language ae if it wasn*t anybody*s business. After seeing all this, X 
got to think of what democracy really meant,

X got ny pencil and tablet and started writing.
Thin is what X think democracy means,
first, when X saw ths fishes swimming around the pond so graeefUlly, and the 

little hoy playing and talking so fyedly, democracy struck me first, as freedom to 
ell mankind. Second, freedom of religion, press, assembly, petition end ths last 
freedom of spoeeh. This X call dsmocrecy*

Mow, for my contribution to dsmoomto*
Thinking back a few years, X think X have contributed a little to democracy, 

tot X can’t m y  it’s much.
You see, when X was back horns, X hardly used to subscribe for toe community 

magazines or newspapers. People used to some around atolag for subscriptions, but X 
refused practically all of them.



Then one day X found out «hat a big mistake X had made
This la nay big mistake.
A party was to be given In honor of our mothers at high school and "X* of all 

people «as chairman of the entertainment eoanlttae«
X had all ay programs fixed and «as ready on the set date» but to my disappoint­

ment the party van postponed.
To let the mothers know of the nee date of the party» X van asked to go to the 

^ommnnlty newspaper office and ask them to print the not date of the said party«
Veil» you know ho« X feel going there» and asking them to do ms a favor» when 

| hadn’t contributed a cent to this community paper*
After asking the favor» X contributed a «hole three years subscription.
X M y  this is one of my contributions to democracy«
Thinking of other contributions X think of hoe people spend money on things 

not especially needed, when they could donate money for the lad r̂oss, for soldiers 
W Q  and for our own country’s good. X think se should spend our money wisely in 
thls present war tlma*

Soma say that 1. 3. bonds ere not safe to buy. Tee, there are all sides to 
buying U. 3. bonds» but If you were a true American and want to contribute to demo­
cracy» even a 10# defense stamp would be contributing a little to democracy.

Yesterday, you mentioned about our Japanese parents sot paying fair sagas to 
Mexican workers« and X got to thinking Shy you mentioned.

X know that the Mexican people have not been given fair wages by us Japanese, 
but to think it over» X think it’s because they do not work as hard as the Japanese.

Yet» X pity the Mexicans M o  work hard and just because they are lower class 
people than us» X don’t think we should treat them like we have done In the past 
years. By giving fair wages to all and by treating ail races alike» X think that 
la one of the biggest contributions to democracy»

At present X would like to contribute to democracy in all the ways X can» but 
it seems ss though X could contribute mors to democracy is X was back home and 
helping ay father on the farm» Since he is still interned» X have lost faith in my 
contributions toward democracy because X feel that X can contribute more to demo­
cracy if my father is here to contribute to it with me.

By Nobuko Negate

Democracy le a Utopia« The perfect Democratic nation chan never be* The 
United States is the moat democratic country at present but it is far from being 
Mat X believe a Democracy should be neither economically» politically or socially« 
The Constitution Is by far the most perfsot document aver written by man« Its 1« 
deals will not and cannot be rsallxed in Mile day and age« In other words it is 
too far advanced for this ago* If all the ideals of our Constitution of our nation 
ware realised this nation would be ’’The Democracy«*

X believe Mat one of the most basic ideals is equality among the different 
races« The common people must be educated to an extent that they will think in 
terms of equality for all* They must come to realize that Me color of a person 
does not make him physically dirty or mentally a moron« All nationalities should 
be able to rub shoulders with indifference toward each ether« This applies es­
pecially to the white man** treatment toward the negro« Today in eons our states 
this indifference existe» but only on the surface. Deep inside there le no such 
thing as indifference« Kven X» a member of the colored raes» would feel uncomfort­
able if X were Invited to stay overnight to sleep in the same bed kith a negro.
(one said even in the seam room would be too auch) X know that 1 am in M e  name 
predicament as the negro. If X could X would help him to the poeltien of equality« 
Ybt» ihr some unexplainable reason X cannot got myself to besoms too intimste with 
them.



Although ay contributions to Democracy hart not boon numerous, 2 believe the 
mmt important one is ay friendship with ay white friends« Although aost of them 
are second and third generation Italians they are the future Americans* They have 
or sill close the "gape between the anin body" and the minority body in which they 
lire« They can accomplish this mors easily because they ere tiiite* Onoe they are 
in the main body thay can help us into it also* Thus making tbs fight for equality 
easier for us of the colored race*

Ylsen this racial prejudice problem is overcome this nation shall be a truly 
batter Democracy. By Alice Tanaka

: 4 s -i - d

A democracy should be a place whore the people run the government instead of 
the government running the people. It should be a place where people may express 
their opinions without fear of being arrested or beaten. Every pereon who is men*» 
telly able should bo given a voice in deciding questions which would in some way 
affect him. People of different race, religion, and color ehouM work* study, and 
enjoy recreation facilities together. Democracy should mean cooperation, teamwork, 
and sacrifice for the good of everybody, instead of doing things for one*« own good.

Although 1 have not contributed to American democracy in any large way, 1 
feel that X have contributed in some small ways. 2 have often gone to movies, to 
plunges, and to the beach with Caucasians and have enjoyed those things with Cau­
casians. 2 feel that the ability of people of all races and color to enjoy the 
same things together is democracy.

Another way in which 1 have contributed I» by being on football, basketball, 
and track teams at school. In these sports, teamwork must be employed Instead of 
individualism, 2 have played hard for the victory of the teem, instead of for 
Individual honor*

Sports also contributes to democracy in another way. 2 remember that In one 
football gams against another school, we fougit as if we hated the other team dur­
ing the time the ball was in play, but during one time out, we got together with 
the other team and chatted as if were the beet of friends. Whan play resumed, ww 
again fought hard for the defeat of the other teem. Although we were defeated by e 
close score, we felt no bitterness toward the ether teem. 2 feel that that in dm* 
mocrecy, when two rivals can get together end have e friendly talk.

X have also taken part in eleettona at school, 2 voted for the one 2 thought 
best fitted for an office, altfcoû i 2 felt sure that he would he defeated. 2 have 
contributed to democracy by standing up far what 2 thought to be right, although I 
knew that the majority of the people were against it.

In these and in other small ways, I have contributed to American democracy. 
Although none will recognise these contributions, 2 will have the satlefaction of 
knowing that 2 have, in some way, contributed to American democracy.

By Ryeji Yamakuchi
*37- 3 - D

If the Bill of Ri^kts were faithfully followed, 2 would say democracy was at 
its beat. The most important Item on the Bill of Rigxts has been that ef Equality 
but it was vary seldom if never followed. 2 still haven* t seen the reason for the 
minority people9e being treated ae they were, freedom of Speech else has been very 
important. 2t was noticeable during the «trike that the people were tbreatenly 
told to follow the crowd, "or else".

In these teams mentioned above, 2 have tried to contribute to democracy by 
being fair to everyone. 2 have tried to let the other pereon express hie own opim»



ion, and just because he didn’t agree with me X didn’t snub Hm. X tried to *do 
unto others as theyself’’ «bother be «as considered a loser nan than X#

X «as shocked when a Japanese American friend of mine Just learned in high 
school that she was an American, Since then, X hate tried to explain or teach 
democracy to others so they would at laast know a little about their own country, 
Gould we blase the Geuoeeiene for not knowing we ere fellow Americans when wo our** selves do not know it,

X have tried to be a worthy member of ay community and my school by conduct* 
ing myself as democratically so possible, X hope X have contributed my share to* 
ward a better world and a better America by being en ordinary, law-abiding citizen.

By Hobuyo m y  aye, 27-7-A

that should democracy mean? Well frankly speaking for ayself if all the i-
dealo of democracy were realized in this land it would indeed be e country of per«» dine, ' • w-m

My father came to this land because he heard of the greet opportunities here 
fOr an ambitious boy of Id, but unlike most Japanese, he tried to edueate himself. 
Be was only aidly successful at his attempt but he did understand a little more 
clearly the principles of democracy, Share is one thing he mill always cherish, 
that is, his actual experience in the G, 0, Army during the Vorld.tae X,
_ Actions like these and many other small minor incidents of liberal broadminded 
thinking ere some of the major contributions to the "ole" G, 9,

Xhe original purpose of democracy many years ago m e  that all the men of the 
world were equal and each had Gee right in the ruling of a government, Po many 
selfish hypocrite people it seems that it is still a to© radical form of ruling.

Of course, today’s government is still very far from ideal. Maybe this is as 
far as democracy will ever get, but unless, each individual does as he thinks right, 
whether in going to work, war, enjoy himself, or even going to the poll place to 
rote for your ideal man on XXection Gay to make your one vote count, would we ac­
complish anything as a contribution to a true democracy?

?o believe, realize, and to contribute to the democratic way Is in action by 
doing, working, and playing in the trie democratic fashion and by God certainly 
not by speech»»king this ideal, Phis is a true contribution to democracy,

X am still ignorant of many functions of this thing celled democracy. My 
minute contribution to it must be the little effort X make in trying to comprehend 
what it is all about and at times arguing my viewpoints on the matter with somebody, 

Xf they want no war, no evacuation, no racial discrimination, in few words, a 
true Utopia, than lets try to strive for true ideal democracy.

By Iked Kiahaba, 42-3-B

America is a democratic nation, The youth of today has nothing to hope far in 
en Axis victory, fictory fer the axis will mean the system of dictatorship will 
spread all over the globe, this victory will not give freedom or happiness to any 
individual. In order to have Democracy stand out forever we must fight hard at 
home as well as in the war front. Democracy means self government by the people 
end fer the people. Many people do not take this war seriously, W# will have to 
make sacrifices in everything,

By contribution to American Democracy has been very little so far, Back 
we collected scraps and triad to buy as many defense stamp as pose ibis to help the 
nation, At school we had defense stamp dances which no one could enter without buy­
ing e stamp, In doing this ovsxyons cooperated and roaliy thought they wore dolncc Something to help In this war.



Xn Poston ns have many opportunities for being a loyal citizen* ire must so* 
quire a democratic form of government In Poston* Everyone, regardless of age or 
wealth, should do his share In national defense* 1 hooe to do my share for nation» 
al defense when the camouflage project begins and hope that the rest of the eiti- 
zone of Poston will have the same idea* Z hope that this will stand out as an ex* 
ample of what we can do In a relocation center toward national defense and may It 
be an example to the entire nation*

Xn my last paragraph X would like to quote from Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg 
Address"* "This nation under God, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that the 
government of the people, by the people, and for the people, ehall not perish from 
the earth," By Chiyoko Yokota

Democracy means to me a paradise, freedom, all races equal and no race preju­
dice, When X say freedom, it means that we, the people, including all races have 
his right to say what we please, if it is reasonable*

Xn Poston Community there la no democracy, just favoritism*
When X lived in Imperial Valley there were two high schools and two grammar 

schools, two is for the colored people end Mexican* They were not allowed to go to 
the same school as the whites* Only place the colored and white people were going 
to school together were in the country, even in the country there were some separate 
schools for the colored and Mexicans*

Mo contributions* , By Michiyoshi Nakamura, 42-1-B

Xn my opinion, democracy means equal rights to everyone* Everyone should he 
treated equally, whether he is rich or poor* Everyone should have the right to 
voice his opinion and act as he pleases* For a democratic government to be a suc­
cess we must have citizens who are able to read, write and think straight*- By ed­
ucating myself* X have become a good citizen* When X become of age, X am sure X 
will be able to vote Intelligently*

While attending Hoitvill© Union High School, X worked for my history teacher, 
doing odds and ends of work. %  doing this for her, my teacher was able to give 
more time to the students vfcich X am sure they were benefited by*

Also in BoltvSle, X worked on ths farm* Though we did not produce very much 
food, the little we did produce were able to feed a few people*

While the Bed Cross drive going on last year, X knitted a few scarfs for the 
"Bundles to Britain"* X am sure that the soldiers who received the scarfe will en­
joy them*

By buying bonds, X have contributed to the safety of the American people and 
the preserving of the American democracy* By Akiko Nirmiro, S4-10-A

Democracy is a government by the people* It is not an early fbrm of govern­
ment* Savage tribes are governed usually by a chief, sheik, or other leaders* The 
earliest approach to a pure democracy is the town meeting in which everyone has the 
right to say as he please in the adoption of a regulation and the election of of­
ficers* Democracy is entirely opposed to the ideas of leading families, inherited 
dignities, and permanent office holders*

Democracy gives the people power to free speech, worship as they please and 
write what they please* Democracy gives all men equal power before the law*

By contribution to Democracy is very small* ft la so small that even X do not 
notice or realize what % have done tor it* There is not very many changes of doing 
anything for democracy since we are now in Poston* Before we were put in here, we 
were too young and helpless* After we have grown and learn more about democracy, X 
believe there are many things we can do to help this democratic country*

By Jimmie Nakahara, 30-10-B



Remarkss
The first two eats X sent you were written In class» this one written at home* 

The first was ninth grade» rather incoherent» somewhat bitter» but fairly thought­
ful. The second that James sent was twelfth» written during the strike» very bitter 
and much wrong information*

This third is also twelfth» but not up to either of the others it seems to me* 
More patriotic» perhaps due to the fact that they had to mention their own contribu­
tions» and such constructive thought may be beyond them whereas criticism Is not* 
Certainly there is little of great value among their contributions» mere words and 
technicalities* Another thought is that perhaps writing at home» more inhibitions 
set in» especially If the subject is discussed with parents*



Regional Files, 105, Was-h- D.C. 
Miyamoto *•

This is a translation of a recent letter written, by
a person living in Poston, Arizona, tocher'friend 
living in Tanforan, who is a member of Rev. Kawa-* 
morita’s Church# T ra n s la te d  on July, m  30, 1942.

Please excuse me for not writing sooner. Finally we have been 
sent into the desert of Arizona. Everyday we are fighting against 
the heat and the hot dusty wind. As far as our eyes reach the desert 
stretches in every direction, and barely visible in one direction, is 
the bare rocky hills from which direction blows the hot winds register­
ing 120 degrees which feel as if it had blown from an oven.

Those of us who were not used to such a heat wilted at once upon 
our arrival. On July, 2nd, we left Salinas and arrived here at Poston 
the nexfe day, 3 o * clock in the afternoon. As our first welcome there 
was a sandstorm that blew into our noses andmouths choking us and 
which covered our hair with a white blanket of dust and sand. The 
smell of it was indescribably nauseating* Weak from empty stomach 
and suddenly exposed to this horrible and hot sandstom I vomited blood 
and was immediately put to bed severely ailing. On the next day the 
Fourth of July, I again vomited blood. I called a doctor \*tip examined 
me expecting me to be tubercular but he reassured me that my lung was 
good, but that the cause of blood-vomiting was due to my lack of nour­
ishment.

For the following week the temperature never came below 117 de­
grees. At night thehot wind did not cease and we were compelled to 
sleep outside gazing the stars, but we could not sleep. Hot oneof 
us was able to take food* Only gradually have we become able to bear 
the heat. During the intense heat we practically live in the shower 
rooms while in our barracks we are compelled to pour water over our 
cots drenching our beddings and thus we live like ducks. Since about 
two or three days ago the temperature came down to 110 degrees and at 
last we are beginning to feel like human beings* When we go outside 
we must cover our heads with wet towftls and we wish you could see how 

we look* Everyone at first seemed as if they had forgotten their smiles 
far away, and there is hardly any talking, all we can hear the the heavy 
breathing from the down-cast faces, but lately the last two or three 
days, as the result of tne lessening of heat, gradually we seemed to 
have come to life. A young man who arrived here about two and a half 
months ago welcomed us and remarked that in about two months or so, you 
will become accustomed to this heat.

There are many rattlesnakes here and we hear reports that people 
are killing them here and there in camp. Yesterday, in our neighborhood, 
I saw a ton-year old live rattlesnake that had been put in a box by it# 
captor.

When we arrived from Salinas, there were deaths daily among in­
fants and old people. This added to our worried and depressed feelings 
and w e wondered what would become of ourselves* But since the relief 
in temperature, death became reduced and we hear mostly of bloody 
noses and we feel encourage#! still it is very hard for the babies 
and the old people. While we were still in Salinas we had heard in 
vague manors that there were frequent deaths in Arizona, but only upon 
arrival was this grim fact plained revealed to us.

There are deadly scorpions lurking everywhere. Hot one of us had 
been struck by the creature, but a friend of ours killed one recently 
and there #ere two found in the men1 s shower room. Hot less than 
twenty scorpions had been seen in the camp; fortunately our eyes had 
been quicker than the power of the scorpion to strike us.

There are three camps in Poston. The first had already been filled
by the people from Los Angeles and Imperial Valley areas when we arrived*



2*
Letter from woman in Poston to friend at Tanforan, cont'd*

This first camp holds about 10,000 people; we werethe first group 
to arrive at this second camp and daily new arrivals come here from 
the free zone of California, Thé third camp is still unoccupied • 
but we believe that as soon as ours is filled, t&ey will begin to 
send newcomers to it#

It certainly is extremely hot and our tears have dried long ago 
and we are almost incapable of shedding tears now, but in s> lte of it 
I still do cry from suffering and vexation#

During the sandstorms you cannot see one inch ahead, but we are 
actually blown from off our feet, %  younger sister, Marie, was once 
a little late In running into the house when she was caught suddenly 
by the storm and she was thrown against her steps# This Is not a 
place for human beings to live; some people say that In ljf$ > 1800 
llhe Indians *ih o had been placed here had perished from the heat and 
since that time It had been tenant—less till new the Japanese fofod 
been sent here. This place is not yet completed, everyday the 
carpenters are working. One of the soldiers guarding this place 
died of sunstroke two or three days ago. On top of this, there is 
no Ice or cold water here where there are so many people craving for 
just one cup of refreshing water and people commonly sigh for a drink 
of Ice cold bottler of Coca-Cola* In the kitchen there Is only on© 
Frlgidalre but no ice is available for the general people, and it is 
tragic for the sick people are thus deprived* Many people who are sick 
here can be saved if there were ice available for them, but there 
seems to be no relief for them. We are petitioning the authorities 
to construct an Ice-making plant for the rd ief of these people.

Please for your own benefit petititon the authorities to be 
sent to Tule Lake. People who are accustomed in such cool places as 
San Francisco will not be able to stand the terrible head of Arizona, 
or else you will repeat the tragedy we have gone through* Relative 
of ours who are now In Tule Lake writes to us saying that It is veiy 
pleasant there. We urge that you people at Tanforan will try your 
nest to be sent to Tule Lake. Only those who are accustomed to live 
In hot climates should come here in your stead. The three thousand 
six hundred people of Salinas are tragic examples of this misfortune.
To people? who used to live in the cool places such as Monterey, Salinas, 
and Watsonville, It is unbearable; even people from El Centro and other 
places In Imperial Valley find it difficult here. On top of this Aug» 
ust will be much hotter than It is now. Some people say that because 
the Indians who had been sent to this reservation over a century ago 
had been exterminated by the intense heat of August, tney called this 
latter hot season, "Indian Summer". During the daytime no radio stations 
can be heard. Only after elven o ’clock in the evening does Los Angeles 
station faintly be received. Phonographs cannot be played because they 
are soft and twisted from the heat* Water is very hard and clothes 
cannot be washed clean, and dust cannot be washed out of our hairs* We 
gó to the showers to gaLn relief, we get soaked, we come hack and in 
fifteen minutes everything is dry again; the rooms are like an over* 
and our clothes are hot and unbearable.

This letter seems to be expressions of nothing but woes and pess­
imism, but it is all absolutely true. The suffering that we have borne 
is enough, we do not want others to suffer* Please arrange with all 
your power to have other people transferred to other relocation centers 
so that they will not repeat the horrible experiences we are going through, 
It is so hot that to write hills letter is a great effort on my part#
Please give our regards to others and say that we are just barely exist-



Regional Files 103, Wash, D.C 
Miyamoto

L e t t o r  from Karlyy H* Gill, Supt. and Registrai of Northern Cal. 
Congregational Churches to E. R. Fryer.
July 31, 1942
My Pear Mr. Fryer:

X had hoped to call on you today but press of other matters had pre­
vented*

Yesterday I visited the Tanforan Assembly Center, and while there 
had a brief conversation wxth Rev* E* J* Kawamorita, who, X believe, 
is president of the Japanese Church Federation of Northern California 
Be placed in my hand two copies of a recent letter written by a Jap­
anese who is in the relocation center at Poston, Arizona. This was 
to a Japanese friend In Tanforan and was written in Japanese and has 
been translated. I am enclosing a copy.

The request which is being made of you, and which I am sure you will 
agree is reasonable and a necessity, is that at the earliest possible 
moment an ice making plant be installed at Poston to relieve the 
people, especially the sick, and that for immediate help carloads of 
ice be sent there.

I am sure you appreciate having such matters brought directly to 
your attention.

1With kindest regards and best wishes, I am



Regional Piles 103, Wash.D,C. 
Miyamoto

Mr, Harley H, Gill,
Supt, and Registrar
Northern Cal, Congregational Conf*
1164 Phelan Building 
San Franc is oo, Cal,
Bear Rev, Gill:
This will acknoweldge receipt of your letter of July 31, 1942, trans­
mitting a copy of a letter written by a Japanese person at the Colo*- 
rado River War Relocation Project at Poston, Arizona,
We realize that, to those persons not accustomed to the hot, dry, 
windy climate of Arizona, this experience must, indeed, be discom­
forting and to some, almost unbearable. It is, perhaps, surprising 
that the complaints have been so few#
Ice is needed, but despite the best efforts of the Project Director, 
he has thus far been unable to obtain sufficient ice from surrounding 
towns to supply the need s of Poston, Meanwhile a search is being 
made for used ice making machines. It is expected, if this reasearch 
is successful!, to construct an ice plant at the project.
The translated letter, of course, greatly exaggerated conditions 
there, including the heat.

Sincerely yours,
(signed)

E, R# Fryer 
Regional Director



c
0 HERMAN KLEINER
P 1308 North Sixth Street
Y Tacoma, Washington

June 22, 1942

Japanese and Japanese-American Students 
Parker Dam Assembly Centner 
Parker, Arizona
Dear Friends:
I have just returned tx & n the Seabeck College Conference,— an annual 
conference sponsored by^the Student Christian Movement of the states 
of Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Montana. The committee in charge 
of the conference, knowing that many of you were members of the 
YMCA’s and ICWCA’s on the various college campuses throughout these 
states, and also that many of you would have probably attended this 
Seabeck Conference,* has requested me to write you a letter, letting 
you in on the work that was done.
One of the evening Forums dealt with the problem of minority groups 
in wartime--the Negro, the Jew, and the Japanese. At another Forum 
the entire Japanese situation was presented. Quite naturally the 
plight of your group was most thoroughly discussed. Professor Bob 
O ’Brien of the Arts and Science Department of the University of Wash­
ington with whom you are probably already acquainted, or soon will be, 
clearly presented the problems now facing both you and us as students 
in a Democracy at war.
Well, we are able to say that there was a definite feeling that 
progress is being made in our attempts to get many or all of you 
back into college life once more. Concretely, here’s what has been 
accomplished thus far: The Government has put the entire task of 
student relocation into the hands of the Friends 'Service Committee.
To date, I93 Midwest and Eastern colleges have given their official 
OK’s so far as admitting many of you is concerned. And that’s some­
thing! Also, there is a campaign now on to f6ise funds which will 
aid in promoting this effort.
Yes, progress is certainly being made. Nevertheless, neither of us 
should allow ourselves to become ovefly•optimistic about the situa­
tion. Understandably though tragically, we can’t depend upon the 
general public to be as appreciative of you or as opposed to what is 
now going on as we who have had the important and wonderful experi­
ence of knowing you so well these past years.
Therefore, realizing the inevitable problem of mutual adjustment on 
the parts of both you and the members of the communities into which 
you will be going, the I75 students here decided that they will do 
everything in their power to get you back into normal life once more, 
and that in advance of your going, they will contact their friends 
in the colleges and communities into which you will be going, in 
order that the quickest and happiest adjustment may be brought about.
I forward the best.wishes from all of us, and you can count on our 
continued efforts in attempting to solve this problem--a problem we 
so deeply feel to be a mutual one.

Very Sincerely,
HERMAN KLEINER (sgn.)
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POLL S IC IL Y
For the first time since Mussolini’s blackshirts strangled Italian democracy, resi­
dents of Sicily are able to voioe their free opinions on matters of public concern. 
The survey instrument that is helping government of, for, and by the people in de­
mocratic countries has been extended to the suppressed masses in a defeated enemy 
country.

According to the London Times, this first opinion poll, conducted along lines sug­
gested by Brigadier General McSherry has produced results so useful as to Tfarrant 
continuance of the idea on a much larger scale.

Seventy trained interviewers questioned some 3,000 persons in Palermo, Catania, 
Messina, and Caltanisetta, representative towns in various parts of the island. In 
Palermo, the first city covered, "an average section of the city was chosen at ran­
dom and every fifth house was visited," As the purposes of the investigation were 
publicized, reluctance to answer certain questions gradually diminished.

Here are some highlights of the Palermo findings:

FOOD SUPPLY: Regular rationing channels provide perhaps half of normal bread and 
macaroni requirements. Additional starches plus olive oil and sugar are obtained 
on the black market at a price ten times higher than the official quotation. Sugar 
obtainable from all sources provides only one-seventh of normal requirements. Ra­
tioning officials are blamed chiefly.

HOUSING AND CLOTHING: In Palermo 15 per cent of those questioned live in temporary 
quarters, but overcrowding is not serious. Roughly 10 per cent of the houses suf­
fered serious damage and 40 per cent minor damage from bombs.

ADMINISTRATION: Of those who reply, about half ask for more honest officials and 
removal of the remaining Fascists. Strengthened Allied military control is not de­
manded. Greatest distrust is felt toward Italian food control officials, with po­
lice next.

RADIO LISTENING: One person in five is a keen radio listener, largely to local news 
broadcasts. Radio seems to "command a more constant public than the newspapers."
• A l l i e d  M i l i t a r y  Go v e r n me n t .

Un l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  I n d i c a t e d ,  a l l  f i g u r e s  c i t e d  are  b a s e d  on r e g u l a r  n a t i o n a l  c r o s s  s e c t i o n s  and 
a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  a s a mp l i n g  e r r o r  of  it per  c e n t .



L O O K I N G
Opinion News, NORC 2-8-44

T O W A R D  N O V E M B E R
ngw_ WILL WOMEN VOTE?

With the feminine vote likely to be a major factor in the coming election, particu- 
larly if few servicemen vote, Gallup predictions on womens political preferences 
loom significantly on the political horizon. More women than men seem to lean to­
ward the Democratic party at the present time, and more women than men favor Roose­
velt. Among Republican candidates, Willkie seems to appeal to men more than to wo­
men, while today MacArthur is more popular with the fair sex.

The figures follow:

Party Preference: Women Men
Republican 47$ 49$
Democratic 53 51

100$ 100$

Candidate Choices :

REPUBLICAN PARTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY
Women Men Women Men

Dewey 37$ 38$ Roosevelt 88$ 82$
Willkie 23 27 Wallace 4 7
MacArthur 19 13 Farley 2 3
Bricker 9 11 Byrd 2 2
Stassen 7 7 Marshall 1 2
Johnston 1 2 Byrnes 1 2
Warren 2 1 McNutt 1 „2
Saltonstall 2 1 Douglas 1 *

100$ 100$ 100$ 100$
THE PLATFORM

That a majority of Republican voters are basically in sympathy with the foreign 
policy of the present administration is indicated by two questions asked by Gallup. 
The results reported below are the views of Republicans only;

"Do you think that both the Republicans and the Democrats 
should take exactly the same stand for an active part in 
world affairs in their party platforms in 194.4,?"

Yes 58$ - No 21$ Undecided 21# = 100$ ■

Reasons given by voters who favor identical platforms are: "first, that world af­
fairs should, be treated by a complete nation, not by political parties, and second, 
that if our political parties squabble among themselves over foreign policy other 
nations may take advantage of the disunity in such a way as to harm American inter­
ests."

’"Would you approve or disapprove if both the Republican 
and Democratic parties agree to name Cordell Hull Secre­
tary of State again after the next election?"

Approve ,f52$ Disapprove 22$ Undecided 26$ = 100$ 

Democrats favor the idea by a majority of approximately 7 to 1.

*Less t h a n 0.5«
2
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T f f E  J A P A N E S E  I N  O U R  M I D S T  

AFTER THE WAR. WHAT?

What shall the United States do with the Japanese, many of them citizens-1-, whose 
lives have been dislocated by the war? This summary of opinion toward the Japan­
ese in America and in the Orient does not reflect the effect of the recent ac­
counts of atrocities committed against American soldiers in the Philippines. The 
Canadian survey questions and those taken from Wallace*s Farmer were, however, 
asked since the beheading of the Tokio raiders was made public in September,1943.

Both in the United States and Canada the desire to return the Japanese to Japan 
after the war is strongest along the Pacific Coast areas, from which the Japanese 
were evacuated after Pearl Harbor.

The American Institute of Public Opinion asked:

"Do you think the Japanese who were moved inland from the Pacific Coast 
should he allowed to return to the Pacific Coast when the war is over?"*

Vote in 5
National Vote Far Western States

Would allow all to return 55% 29%
Would allow only Japanese 

who are citizens to return 26 24
Would allow none to return 17 31
Undecided at present 22 16

100% 100%

Voters in the five-state western area who would allow no Japanese to return t© 
their former homes were asked: ”What should be done with them?” More than two- 
thirds think they should be sent back to Japan, Most of the remainder would con­
fine them to inland areas to which they have been evacuated.

OPINION OF JAPANESE-AMERICANS

A limited NORC survey conducted in a Japanese relocation center in May and June, 
1943, showed that 59 per cent of American-born Japanese and 67 per cent of Japan­
ese non-citizens believe that their chances for work will be poorer after the war 
than before, as indicated by the following question:

"After the war, which of the following do you think would 
he best for the Japanese in the United States to do?

Citizens2 Ilon-Cttizens

a. "Live in all parts of the U,S. 62% 16%
b. "Live where they did before war. 32 65
c. "Live in relocation centers * 1
d. "Live outside the United States," A 14
Qualified answer * 1
Undecided 2 3

100% 100%

* Los s  t h a n  0 . Ç Î
1 .  The c e n s u s  ©f 1940 s howed t he  J a p a n e s e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  t he  5 w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  —  C a l i f o r n i a ,  

Or e g o n ,  Wa s h i n g t o n ,  Ne v a d a ,  and A r i z o n a ,  as  b e i n g  a b o u t  t w o - t h i r d s  A me r i c a n }  9 4,000 
c i t i z e n s ;  56, 000 n o n - c i t i z e n s .

2.  The s e  p e r c e n t a g e s  a r e  b a s e d  on a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s a mpl e  of  30O c i t i z e n s  and 3 0Ç n o n -  c i t i ­
z e n s .

-  3 -
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T H E  J A P A N E S E  I N  O U R  M U  D S T (^ccntinued)
CANADIAN OPTNTON

The Canadian Institute put the question this way:

"do you think the Japanese living in Canada should be 
sent back to Japan after the war is over, or should 
they be allowed to remain in this country?"

SLgflfl, Wpfe to Japan 54$ Allow to remain 395̂  Undecided 7% * 100%

As in the United States, persons along the Pacific Coast 
most in favor of^repatriation. Opinion in large cities is 
but in the farm ‘areas about six persons out of ten would 
the Orient.

(British Columbia) are 
almost evenly divided, 
return the Japanese to

Those Canadians who say they faver allowing the Japanese 
the war are almost unanimously in favor of allowing those 
homes to return to them.

to stay in Canada after 
moved away from their

EMPLOYMENT
In spite of the shortage of farm help, only one Iowa farmer in ten would favor 
bringing in trained farm workers of Japanese ancestry, according to a recent poll 
by Wallaces* Farmer1 of Des Moines:

"If there were a chance to bring 40 American-born families of 
citizens of Japanese ancestry and farm experience from camps 
in the Vest to take farm jobs in your county, would you be in 
favor of doing it?"

— IQ% No 7§f0 Undecided 15*̂  « 100%

Opinion on the point does not seem subject to change, since a year ago one person 
in eleven favored bringing in Japanese-American citizens as agricultural werkers. 
A typical comment: I couldn*t trust a Jap now, even if he were American-born.”

Younger farmers, renters, and owners of big farms (over 260 acres) are slightly 
more in favor than others of employing Japanese-Americans. Representative of 
minority opinion is this remark: "Why not bring in Japanese workers? After all 
there are a lot of German families around here,and they work just as hard and are 
just as true to their country as many American-born people."

Gallup reports that, when asked about employing Japanese after the war residents 
of the Far Western states are in general unfavorable. These'two questions were 
asked:

"Would you be willing to hire Japanese servants to work-in your home 
(to trade at Japanese-owned stores) after the war is over?"*

N& Undecided
Hire Japanese servants 26% 69% 5% s 100%
Trade at Japanese-owned stores 38 58 4

1.  Th# P o l l s  done by tt.a I, I aue.fr '— F armer o r d i n a r i l y  I n c l u d e  f r om 300 t o  t* 00 I n t e r v i e w s  among a 
c r 0$ s - s e c t  I on of  Iowa F a r me r s .

2. The G a l l u p  - Pol l  news r e l e a s e  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  d i d not  me n t i o n  wh e t h e r  t h i s  q u e s ­
t i o n  was a s k e d  of  a l l  p e r s o n s  or  o n l y  of  t h o s e  who wer e  or s a i d  t h e y  wer e In a p o s i t i o n  
t o  / l i r e  d o m e s t j c s .

- 4 -
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ÏLIL-Ê.--- N. A... R. .A..N ...E S E ...JL ..N-- ,0 U R , . . M I D S T__( continued )

AMERICAN ATTITUDES TOFARD THE PEOPLE OF JAPAN

Feeling toward Japanese of American birth is doubtless somewhat conditioned by- 
attitudes toward the people of Japan. An NORC trend question asked first in Feb­
ruary *42 shows a growing inclination to regard the Japanese people as basically 
and incurably warlike. ' '

"Which of the following statements comes closest to describing 
how you feel, on the whole, about the people who live in Japan?

Feb* f42 June '43

a. "The Japanese people will always want
to go to war to make themselves as 
powerful as possible* ¿q%

b. "The Japanese people may not like war,
but they have shown that they are too 
easily led into war by powerful lead­
ers. -

c. "The Japanese people do not like war.
If they could have the same chance as 
people in other countries they would 
become good citizens of,the world»" * 21

T0d%

%»

62%

27

11
100%

Undecided 14% 7%

The less education a person has, the more likely he is to believe that the Janan- 
ese people will always want war. This conviction is expressed by 53 per cent of 
persons with a college background, 62 per cent of those with a high school back­
ground, and 66 per cent of those with a grade school education or less.

CANADIAN ATTITUDES

A somewhat parallel question asked by the Canadian Poll reveals that more than 
three-fourths of the people of Canada have a negative reaction toward the Japan­
ese, ranging from dislike or contempt to the intensity of bitter hate. This is 
the question:

"Uhich of these comes closest to the way you feel about the people of Japan?

* 0n t he  F e b r u a r y ,  
p e o p l e .  I f  t h e y  
of  t h e  w o r l d . "

"Rate, anger, and similar emotions 
"Contempt, dislike 
"Pity, sympathy, and like reactions 
"Indifference, friendliness"

19^2 , s u r v e y  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  r e a d :  " The  j  
c o u l d  r e a l l y  c h o o s e  t he  l e a d e r s  t h e y  want ,

41\7*1
35 J  76%
10
14 J  '24%

100'%
e s e p e o p l e  a

t h e y  woul d become
l i k e  any e t h e r  
ood c i t i z e n s

5 -
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% WAGE-PRICE CONTROL IN AUSTRALIA

Australians are dissatisfied with the operation of the wage and price controls in­
stituted two years ago,according to a survey by the Australian Public Opinion Poll» 
Subsidies as an anti-inflation measure have been in operation too short a time to 
prove themselves either entirely satisfactory or unsatisfactory*

The question:

"For nearly two years both prices and wages have been pegged 
or fixed• Do you think this has worked satisfactorily ?"

Yes 53$ No 51$ Undecided 16# s 100$

All population groups are in substantial agreement in their dissatisfaction with 
price-wage control. "Analysis of comments shows a widespread belief that, while 
the lid @n wages keeps them down, the spending power of the pound is much lower.
As a mechanic • • • said: ’Prices keep creeping up, but not wages.’

In Canada, where price and wage controls were first used in the present war, 86 per 
cent of the population are still satisfied with price control, and 61 per cent with 
wage control» (See Opinion News 1-11-44)

THE PUBLIC LOOKS AT POLITICS AND POLITICIANS.

Although a slight majority of the American people are satisfied with the political 
office-holders in their own states, most persons with opinions think that "it is 
almost impossible for a man to stay honest if he g@es into politics,"and they don’t 
want to see any son of theirs go into politics* This statement summarizes the find­
ings of a series of "political” questions asked recently by NORC.

The first question read:
"If you had a son just getting out of school, would 
you like to see him go into politics'as a life work?"

Yes 18% N© 69$ Qualified answer 1$ UpAecided 12$ = 100$

About half of those who reply "No" give as their reason that politics is dishonest, 
that "It’s all a racket," involving "too many temptations" and "to® many promises." 
Others mentioned the unpleasant nature of politics and its uncertainty: "Tax-payers 
dictate your life" and "You lose your job if one party goes out."

Those who would like to see their sons in politics stress the duty of service to 
one’s community or country, the opportunities they say it offers for advancement, 
the monetary returns they see in it, and the necessity for some reform of the pro­
fession by honest men.
A widespread belief that politics is dishonest is reflected in this question:

"It has been said that it is almost impossible for a man to stay 
honest if he goes into politics. Do you agree or disagree?"

Agree 55$ Disagree 47$ » 100$ Undecided 10$

However, 62 per cent of those with opinions are satisfied with the way most people 
who hold political office in their own state are doing their jobs.

- 6 -
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Supervisor* Seek Action to Prevent Her Effort Sabotage«

Outright removal of alb alien Japanese end their blood descendant« from strata«» 
glc coastal areas to present sabotage end espionage on the nation’s wu* effort 
was demanded by the County Supervisors Association of Califomia in Sacramento 
yesterday as the deadline for evacuation fro® Southland!, restricted areas neared*

At th© suae time Orange County authorities redoubled vigilance against possible 
mischief in sprawling all tenk farms and other vital industries in a followup to 
discovery of mysterious lights and signaling devices near Anaheim believed of 
Japanese origin*
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Meanwhile arrangemaats for two day» of inquiry into the alien end associated 
problems by the House Coswdttee on Rational Defense and Migration were completed 
by John i* Abbot* chief field investigator for the Co agrees! one 1 group headed by 
Representative John H* Tolen#'

The committee will sit here March 6 end f» with Mayor Bowron scheduled to be 
one of the first witnesses*
c m  fEMOTAL fAOfS ft * j* < -

Abbot left last night to attend the opening session of the committee today in 
San JTanciaco. Similar hearings will be conducted in Portland and Seattle before the Los Angeles sessions*

The committee w i U t according to Abbott* seek information on plaoee where 
dengeyoue aliens might be moved» the cost of such removal and the effects cn the 
economy of both the places evacuated from and moved into*

la the Sacramento meeting the supervisors from inland counties opposed re* 
move! of Japanese aliens from coastal cities to Central Valley communities» Chair* 
man Roger •* Jessup of the Lee Angeles Board ef Supervisors reported by telephone*

As a result the association resolved that "these enemy aliens and their descent 
dante who are now disloyal» or may become disloyal to the United States» be taken 
to a point where they can do no damage*"

The supervisors pointed out that "the temps? of the people of the Pacific Coast 
has risen to such a point that it is becoming dangerous for loyal enemy aliens to 
reside in close proximity to the Pacific Ocean«" It was added that "it is impossible 
to know Japanese who are loyal fyoathoee who are disloyal***

The association was informed all Japanese in British Columbia and Padiftc 
Coast sections of Mexico already have been removed*

The deadline for evacuation by ell enemy aliens of "restriated" areas in 
Southern California and other Pacific Coast areas ef strategic importance is tomorrow 
midnight* Svoeuatioo of "prohibited* areas in this region was ordered effective last 
Sunday midnight* The various areas surround or border airports» aircraft factories 
and ether vital aotivitius*



Newspaper article
Editorials - Los Angeles
"BLEEDING HEARTS DISCUSS THE JAP PROBLEM"

April 17» 1943
104 a

following the announcement in Washington by the chief of the War Relo­
cation Authority that he proposes» if the P* B, X, and Amy agree» to shift 
Japanese out of relocation centers and Into useful work and the armed ser­
vices , there were speeches at St* Louis denouncing the segregation of the 
Japanese« The speeches were made at the National Conference of Social Work» 
one of them by John W« Powell» described as Assistant Chief of Community 
Services at Poston» Arizona» who repeats a familiar and silly ohage often 
uttered by individuals of the ultrasentimental type«

The soft minded Mr« Powell says the Japs "were not and are not danger­
ous" and that the only reason they were moved out of California is that the 
Californlas coveted their property«

One would like to invite Mr# Powell to say that in the presence of Gen­
eral John L« DeWitt, Chief of the Western Defense Command« Xf Powell really 
believes what he says» he is unfit to hold the post he does} if ha doesn't» 
he should be fired for lying« His speech is an insult to General DeWitt and 
to the President, who ordered the removal of the Japs, fortunately before 
any of them had a chance to do mischief«

The removal was necessary for at least too reasons} (a} because there 
unquestionably were dangerous spies and saboteurs among them and (b) for the 
protection of the Japanese loyal to the United States« The latter could not 
have been guarded against mob action if any acts of sabotags or espionage 
had taken place} there would have been danger of an undiscriminating massa­
cre«

The distribution of some Japanese workers for farm work under careful 
supervision and in places far removed from war industry«»—if any such places 
can be found— might be considered, although on the surface it will appear 
that it would take so many guards to watch over them that nothing would be 
gained insofar as man-power is concerned* Return of any of them to the Pa­
cific Coast ought not to be considered under any circumstances«



w

r~\
m

umom
fMk °** AugxarTTTo 11, 194«

To«hlo

*• S Â î r v V û L T Â ^ f S '  *5 ? s ; y  ,•?■“ • "•»• S ì
5  w  l i h L Í  " >  “ *  wer« fA«ïilag in the irrigation carni end «ere fired 
Sedilo«« -Äo «ying overhead. (Beport n i  aodo to',

■" * ~ ys£ to be investigating th& s»tt#p with the admi«i«tratlon)
«•ter Nakaaura

ì u  lf®rî“ t0ï n f S  | S  "ot pQblÌ8h « -  * r « esa eeotioo of the panar beoauae
«hieh n .  wffcomîl0hte Brtlole ®  mooationflriri« * . k Z  iÏÏÎÎ tothapolioy of the W.8.A. The ertiele stated that the

.. ̂ MßSitSSs^SssSSo
!. F » r  ; . r ° 2  **”  r i "  * •  ™ —  ■*• * s  <•

-  -  -  ' T T n t J Z  2 V = S  S  £ * S « m .
jsjH

,U  leaTe,a0V*'1 *  V  « *  « « f
« * S v W X ^ h S T ä * “ 4bl*A “ 4 M w M t e k i i u a » a f e ä ä
4* M o w  eut one ofPoeton oernp* for Italian priaonor«. ^ ¡ Ä  H  
6. If you go baefc to Japan they would gire you money 
’ I0“ e° baok teÍ f »  «'«y «111 Eire you first ohanoe at thing«. Why?
®*J*“£* Mft?f ***** wmr ^ P ® 8 would have one-half of the world's mñmlation I  * d  ehe would « e d  educated pereou. to work the aouth . w T Ä , ,



iULiiÖ ¿;Í0

 ̂W OöK. 0 t äuljr' £9 a u  ou&a à u¿usi 4, 1340}

^  á o ..-4 ¿¿y?
SU.■•■. » tu—— OÍ S vúiü -óüc iU xuic. X#-uófc » ÍI16 ~Q11* t -'.. ¿i X tOüé

O w¿¿ í. -■ L¿ W » 4 í r~ í.¿. it- y ¡~. ..>.' v i/Ó i..- ■• SOil L> Owiúji .« .á.-j* L> . '.
t¿*re- ten to s ign  fo r  r e p a tr ia t io n  so w¿,. t uiey won* fc 
uavti to oe sea t ou t.

I s x— il*oi*o ....rc: so .-¿o-íiv ptiöpXö -x 6 s i r i  *,..>. to ¿o u^ wí to «J&p¿ux 
be cous o oi ¿a.¿6j o u c *  ̂ XuXfc Ir~.¿*e w i l l  o u o V t-rfXoweo.
W-iUl) A <8>.«.*¿SciUl U 1 -¡íXJ-Jl. Ü % Uá6u Í-1¿ cUi'U tú©. ofc'ii Ww¿ iiW ¿,'UÍÍ 
-«ti íi XOjf ts-JL CX tXJtOáúiS íS.iXü i íü «  uütj *

iili.t. j j i■-®—’•‘“¿iy.'.ijör  Ciào. w pr¿ió t i  O-.. -Axy &X1 uii4 OiiîlijS ü l  jvv^ íu  o Agil ©u. 
up to?  epí>¿. t.rÌ ¿;. bXOü*

iiiiii.» . ur u«»—»i»i*oíi &.jlX to o u is io y o i peo pXe uro pu. t  xa to Outìps * OuX** 
i  To m i  a . . i l i  oc-* oponeé ut to S is é is  o t e .

&£fea lajEsguta
¿u -í . 3rá-r-£n¿it ta ey a re  ¿¡oi ¿oiítij to go Ui.ro ugìi ,.i tiï u¿e asgre- 

¿í-txoix Doctèusò tüiiëy iis. V. y to Uiiuí. o i  uíáo C&uotsiims 
.Í2i «Jopòli*

mi/io.íivoi i
áutúdUí¿¿~—4ÌÙ■jBúty. jet.wi 6 .. i V -XI 43 W: XO A órÖ fjAütli vúO .00 U to* *" ti uX ú U <.».*• o

xoC¡. tut¿ ú^r- íuj or Ó ©ói ¿ M O 10li * ú ¿.-- ¡L* 6 11(, U O V. SX¿*i
tús t wt WtXi U;. X © ciViuj i Q ¿ tOó ät vii *

út-1» ■■i tu-**Xu,t Iti¡■.Xi j. ¿> qOi b ,̂ to Ü'i¿11 *¿*. ¿ X* w Coi í̂ rtv.ee ,.j.Ot Lúe
¿Vi-X» .1* ̂ ¿1 * ¿'MiU tú Ó. V # ut ÍV i t» ■X S twX i’casvui si^iiea #

r--

i/lV


