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The President's Proclamation and the California Situstion

As a group of citizens concerned first and foremost with winning the war,
we welcome the President's proclemation of February 20th, plscing all residents
in vital military areas undsr the control of the Secretary of Viar and the military
commanders. We believe that the extrame gravity of the situation justifies this
drastic step. And as Californisns, no less than as American citizens, we accept
it as & wise solution of the vexed problem of handling enemy aliens and dangerous
citizens.

Freedom of specch is still unimpeired, and we are glad to know that nationsal
Government authorities, including the military, desire construective, non-partisan
criticisms and suggestions. In that spirit, we venture to offer o few sugrestions
to them and to our fellow-citizens,

Let the actual care of evacusted persons be committed as heretofore to
civilian govermmental agencies experienced in matters of social welfare.

Let the removal of aliens and citizens be kept at the minimum consistent
with militery necessity ond nationazl sccurity. The uprooting of alien Japancse
and Italian farmers living outside vital military areas obviously would reduce
production of the food esscntial to winning the war, and the indiscriminate ro=-
moval of citizens of alion parcentuge might convert predominantly loyczl or harmless
citizens into desperate fifth~columnists,

The problem of providing permanent homes for the evacucted persons cennot
be solved by Government agcneies without the cooperation of loeccal OfflCl&lS and
private citizens. Thus far, the nine thousand evacuces are reported, for the most
part, to have found only temporary homes. In some communities, the entry of
Japanese refugecs has beoen resented to the point that long resident Japanese have
been warncd not to harbor them.

There appear to be only threce methods of caring for tho cvacuees: cither
cllow them to scttlu where they can work freely and produce; or set up supervised

work projcets; or support them in whole or in pert at public expense. If they are
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May 15, 1942,

Vice~Chairmen, Members, and Friends of the
Committee on National Security and Fair Play:

The enclosed Release has been approved in principle
by all the Vice-~Chairmen who sent regrets for absence and by
all those who attended the special meeting held on May 6.
Copies of it will be sent to some 300 daily and weekly Jjournals,
and to about 300 individuals, both East and West.

But if we expect to bring about the required change
in public opinion in the inland states, each of us will need to
write a personal note and send the Release to the most in-
fluential persons of our acquaintance, such as executives of
the national and state organizations with which we are affil-
iated, publicists, farm and labor leaders, radio commentators,
editors, religious leaders, and educators,

Please indicate on the enclosed card the number of

copies of the Release that you can thus use. The sooner the
better,

It is gratifying to think of Dr. Grady as being in
the thick of the momentous developments taking place in India.

Sincerely yours,

Maurice E. Harrison,
Acting Chairman

Galen V. Fisher, Secretary.
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THE BOTTLENECK IN JAPANESE RESETTLE/ENT

The evacuation of 110,000 residents of Japanese lineage from the Test
Coast will soon be history. The process has involved serious sacrifice on the part
of the evacuees, many of whom, on any view of the situation, are innocent persons,
Two-thirds of them are American citizens, the deprivation of whose rights would not
in normal times be tolerated., The evacuation has been executed by military and
civil officials with consideration for those involved.

The pressing question now is: How can resettlement be carried out so as
to contribute to winning the war, while doing a minimum of violence to our demo-
cratic ideals? The answer should enable the evacuees to make the largest possible
contribution to national production and unity dvring the war; should restore their
self-respect and the respect for them of the general public; and should facilitate
their reincorporation into American life after the war,

The Western Defense Command, under General DeWitt, has endeavored to ful-
fill these conditions, To that end, until March 29, the Command encouraged volun-
tary evacuation of the Japanese into inland states, 3But on that date General
DeWfitt forbade further voluntary evacuation. The reason given by members of his
staff was that he feared lest the evacuees suffer physical violence on account of
the strong hostility to them exhibited in many communities east of Military Area
No. 1.

The bottleneck in resettlement, therefore, is opposition in certain
localities to the coming of even a few Japanese, to settle in their medst. Until
the mass of Americans is convinced that such opposition is an impediment to winning
the war and a violation of American ideals, the policy of wide dispersal must re-
nain in suspense, being replaced by concentration in Settlements under military
guard, That this is economically wasteful and socially unsound is evident from the
fcllowing contrasts.

Economically: In the Settlements, on wild land, they must be fed for
many months before crops can be sown, at a cost of $60,000 a day, and the devising
of work for the more than half who are not farmers will be difficult., If scattered
in normsl communities, they would help meet the labor shortage, would at once be
self-supporting, would increase war production, and the non-farmers could find
city Jjobs.
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Socially: In the Settlements, they will be insulated from normal life,
their American character diluted by segregation, a danger especially dreaded by
the younger generation, citizens born, The stigma of suspicion will cling to all
of them, In normal communities, they would enjoy free association with other
Americans, their faith in democratic fair play would be confirmed, and their self-
respect would be restored, so that after the war they could fit smoothly into
American life,

It is thus evident that the economic and social losses imposed on the
nation by segregation are serious. Yet presumably patriotic citizens, through
thoughtlessness or prejudice, are causing these losses by their unwillingness to
allow Japanese, even though citizens, to settle near them,

As soon as such opposition abates, so that it is safe for Japanese to be
abroad, the War Relocation Authority can release them from the guarded Settlements,
and resume the policy of scattering them in hundreds of inland communities, Pre-
cautions should, of course, be taken by the Authority to release only persons
against whom the Authority and the F. B. I. have no grounds of suspicion, and
preference should be given to American-born citizens, educated in our schools and
colleges, The Authority should also require state and local officials and private
agencies to give satisfactory guarantees as to protection, working conditions, and
wages for the evacuees to be sent to their area,

The sweeping evacuation of 70,000 citizens and 40,000 law-abiding alien
Japanese was ordered on the grounds of military necessity, during the national
emergency, It ill becomes any of those who excused that order to protest when the
same national emergency dictates the settling of a few evacuees in their vicinity.
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THE BOTTLENECK IN JAPANESE RESETTLEMENT

The evacuation of 110,000 residents of Jupanese lineage from the Viest
Coast will soon be historyes The precess has involved serious sacrifice on the part
of the evacuees, many of whom, on eny view of the situation, are innocent persons.
Two=thirds of them are imerican citizens, the deprivation of whose rights would not
in normal times be tolerated. The evacuation has been executed by military and
civil officials with considerstion for those involved.,

The pressing question now isy How can resettlement be carried out so sas
to contribute to winning the war, while doing & minimum of violence to our demo-
cratic ideals? The answer should enable the evacuees to meke the largest possible
contribution to national production end unity during the war; should restore their
self-respect ond the respect for them of the general publici end should facilitate
their reincorporation into Americen 1ife after the war.

The Viestern Defense Commend, under General Deitt, has endenvored to ful-
fill these conditions. To that end, until lMarch 29, the Command encouraged volun-
tery evacuction of the Japanese into inland stotes. But on that date General
DeWitt forbade further voluntery evacuation. The reason given by members of his
staff wes thet he ferred lest the evacuees suffer physicel violence on nccount of
the strong hostility to them exhibited in meny communities east of Militery Ares
Noe 1

The bottleneck in rescttlement, therefore, is opposition in certain
localities to the coming of even a few Japenese to settle in their midst. Until
the mess of Americans is convinced that such opposition is an impediment to winning
the war end &« violation of Americen idecls, the policy of wide dispersal must re=-
main in suspense, being rcplaced by concentrction in Settlements under military
guard. Thet this is economically westeful ond socially unsound is evident from the
following controstse

Economically: In the settlements, on wild lend, thoy must be fed for
mony months before crops cen be harvested at & cost of $60,000 o day, end the
devising of work for the more than half who ore not farmers will be difficult. If




scattered in normal communities, they would help meet the labor shortage, would
at once be self-supporting, would increase war production, and the non-farmers
could find city jobs,

Socisllys In the settlements, they will be insulated from normal life,
their American character diluted by segregation, a danger especially dreaded by
the younger generation, citizens born. The stigma of suspicion will eling to all
of thems In normal communities, they would enjoy free association with other
Americens, their faith in democretic fair play would be confirmed, and their self=-
respect would be restored, so that after the war they could fit smoothly into
American life.

It is thus evident that the economic and social losses imposed on the
nation by segregation are serious. Yot presumably patriotic citizens, through
thoughtlessness or prejudice, are casusing these losses by their unwillingness to
allow Jepanese, even though citizens, to settle near them.

Ls soon as such oppesition abates, so that it is safe for Japanese to be
abroad, the Jar Relocation Authority cen release them from the guarded settlements,
and resume the policy of scattering them in hundreds of inland communities. Care
would presumebly be taken by the huthority to release only persons ageinst whom the
Authority and the F.Be.I. have no grounds of suspiciocn, and to give preference to
Americen-born citizens, educated in our schools and colleges. Naturally, the
hAuthority in meking resettlement would send e¢vacuess into territory where the
proper protection and working conditions for the evacuees are providede

"The sweeping evacuation of the
nccessity during a national emergencye. Tie are convinced that good Amcricens upon
mature deliberation should not object to having evecuees in small numbers redis-
tributed near them so as to meke possible their resbsorptien into American life."




FOR RELEASE ON MARCH 17, 1943

--~—-Relegse covering copies of letters to Legislators of California State ILegis~
lature.

Every member of the State Legislature of California todey received an open letter

from the Pacific Coast Committee oA American Principles and Fair Play, commending

the declared intention of the members of that body to rise above the level of par-

.

tisanship in its enactments. The Coumittee, in its letter calls upon and urges the
legislators to decide measures proposing race discrimination, especially thosc di-
rected against Americans of Japanese anceostry, in & spirit of high statesmanship,
avoiding haste, and with a cleer look at our future rclations with all Oricntal
pecoples.

The Committec on American Principles and Fair Play was formed rcecently in San Fran-
cisco, is sponsored by prominent citizcns of the community, and composed of pconle
from all walks of life, including cmploycrs, financicrs rofessioncl men and women,

church people and tradc unionists.

Similar groups of citizons opposed to discriminctory legislotion against the Amori-
cans of Japcnese ancestry cre forming in moany commmnitics in Central and Southern
California, as well a&s in Orcgon and Washington, and hopc to be of assistance to
the governmont in meinteining in the public mind & clear and fersighted vicw which

will prove a constructive forco in post-war rceonstruction.

Tho Honorary Chairmon is President Robert Gordon Sproul of the University of Cali-

«l

fornia. Other officors and membors include Mauricc E. Harrison, Dr. Arthur Cushmen
MeGiffert, Rabbi Irving E. Roichort, Dr. Paul S. Teylor, Dr. liary Lyman, Mr. Horry
S. Scott, Mr. Golen M. Fisher, Mr. Alfred J. Iundberg, General David Proscott
Barrows and cthers.
The Committoo belicves:
That attacks upon the rights of any minority tond to undermine the rights of
the majority.
Thet cttompts to deoprive any lew-abiding citizon of his citizenship bccausc of
racial doscent are contrary to fundementel American principles cnd jeopardize
the citizenship of others.
The legislotion to deprive Amcricans of Japancse dosccent of any of their logal
rights would sot a procecedent for depriving other racial groups of thecir rights,
end would weaken the confidenec of our Allies, perticularly thosc in Asiz ond
Latin Amorica, in the sincerity of our professions to be fighting for thec
rights of all pcoples
Thet it is un-American to ponalizc persons of Jopancsc deseont in the United

States solely for the crimes of the Government ond milite ry ccste of Japan.
The furdeomental purposc of the Cormittec is o support thc principlcs cnunciatecd in
the Constitution of the United States, cnd to that end to maintain, unimpcired, the

libertios guarantceed in the Bill of Rights.




PACIFIC COAST
COIMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY
2234 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley 4, California

RELEASE PM'S WZDNISDAY, JANUARY 11, 1945

Sean Francisco~-Jan., 11=~Dillon S, Myer, national director of the War Relocation
Authority said today he expects 40,000 Japanese-American men, women and children may
return to the Pacific Coast during 1945.

"These people want a chance to get into the production lines here as they have
elsewhere," lMyer said, "Thirteen thousand Japanese-Americans have already been in=-
ducted into the Army. he returning evacuees mean to back up these boys =- and the
sons and brothers of all other Americans,"

Myer said it would be short-sighted for Coast residents to fail to aid the
Japanese-Americans find jobs and farms from which they can devote their full atten-
tion to war production, He pointed out that all who return are first cleared by
the Armye

Myer spoke before a three-state race relations conference called by the Pacific
Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play and attended by leaders of
more than a score of private organizations concerned with race problems and by of-
ficials of a dozen Federal agencies. The two-day conference was called to formulate
a unified and coordinated race-relations program for the Pacific Coast states,

Anthony 0'Brien, W)MC attorney, representing, Fay Hunter, War Manpower Commission
regional director, told the conference there will be no difficulty placing Nisei in
essential war jobs and he added "Te will welcome any additional labor source to meet
our present emergencys"

Maurice I, ilarrison, San Francisco attorney and chairman of today's meeting,
pointed out that "the Constitutional rights of loyal persons of Japanese ancestry
to return to their homes has been vindicated by the Supreme Court and recognized by
our government,

"The immediate problem is to find how that right may be exercised so as to be
most helpful to our national interest and particularly to the war effort.

L 4 L I LR . 3 A N .
The discussion of this problem may well contribute to an understanding of the

whole question of racial relations on the West

Coast and its bearings on the cause
of permanent peace in the Pacific,"

Although emphasizing questions raised by the return of the Japanese-Americans,

the conference planned to set up machinery for the study of race relations generally,

and to coordinate the activities of more than 300 Vest Coast groups concerned with

race problems,

Tomorrow's session will be devoted to farm phases of the Japanese-Americans! re-
turn, Speakers will be Harry Osaki, a Japanese-American farmer of Fowler, Californiaj
Dr. Paul S. Taylor, professor of Bconomics at the University of California; and of-
ficials of the California State War Board, Imergency Farm Labor Program, Farm Security

Administration, and Farm Credit Administration, A. J. McFadden, chairman of the

California Stote Board of Agriculture, will preside,

=000 =
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STATEMENT
One by-product of the current tension beitween Japan and the United States is of
special concern to California, and may affect the morale of our armed forces. It is
this: popular resentment toward Japan mzy find exvression in greater discrimination
or even physical violence against fellow-residents of Japanese extraction, distrust
of the Japanese Government being transferred to all persons of Japanese race. A
nmoment's thought will show that such animus would be not only unAmerican, but also

a menace to public welfare and the good name of our State.

Handling relations with the Japanese Government is the job of our National Govern-
ment, but the treatment given those citizens and non-citizens in California who

happen to be of Japanese extraction is the responsibility of us Californians.

This principle was clearly discerned seventeen years ago by the California Joint
Immigration Committee. That Committee had been a prominent supporter of the Bill
excluding Japanese and other immigrants who were "ineligible to citizenship", which
became law on May 26, 1924. But four weeks later, on June 23, 1924, that Committee
issued a release, the nub of which is this paragrapht

... The four California organizations by whose authorized officers this

statement has been issued - the American Legion, State Federation of Labor,

State Grange, and Native Sons of the Golden West — declare their intention

to secure by every mcans in their power, such rights as the Japanese or

other aliens may be entitled during their residence in this State, to pro-

tect them from discourtesy of any kind, and to aid in apprehension and

punishment of those who may cast discredit upon State and Nation by the

commission of overt or unfriendly act against such resident aliens."

The issuance of this Release did credit to its svwonsors. They saw then, what we
of the Committee on Fair Play are stressing today, that the Japanese and all other
residents are entitled to fair treatment and equal protection of the laws. That
Release was issued when there were few "American-Japanese" citizens by virtue of

birth in the United States. Today three-quarters of the 100,000 Japsnese in Lali-

fornia are citizens. If the plea in the Release was valid for Japanese aliens, all
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the more is it valid for the 75,000 American-Japanese who are as full-fledged citi-

zens as any of us.

It is most reassuring that the tension has thus far been accompanied by few gross
violations of Jjustice and good sportsmanship toward Japanese fellow-residents. Upon
inquiry, it is learned that insurance companies have little fear of violence against
Japanese property, although one company has lately cancelled its policies on

Japanese-owned trucks for other reasons.

Thousands of our Japanese-American citizens have entered the armed forces, not a
few of them as volunteers. They stand well with both officers and comrades, and have
been publicly commended by the Army commanders in Hawaii. The delight of "first
generation" Japanese when their "second generation" sons have been drafted has
frequently been noted in our press. Many of these first generation non-citizens
have declared that even if war came, they would stick by the United States, Even
if all such declarations are doubted, it is important to remember that these Japanese
residents have had no voice whatever in determining the Japanese Government's policy
toward China. To penalize them for that policy could have no effect on the Japanese
Government, and would violate our traditions of fair play. Furthermore, if they were

mistreated, the morale of their sons serving in the armed forces would be impaired.

This Committee is not cencerned either to appraise or to guarantee the loyalty to
the United States of citizens or resident aliens, whether they be of the Japanese or
any other race. Espionage or subversive activities by Japanese residents, as by any
one else, should be reported as a matter of course to the F.B.I. or the local police,
and they, not private individuals or vigilantes, should be left to take protective
measures. We believe in order under law, not under violence or caprice. It was to
such a spirit that Governor Olson appealed when, at Los Angeles on August 31, he
declared that if the friction aroused by relations with Japan should "generate much
heat, in dealing with them, I shall rely...upon the fact that recegnition and pro-

tection of the rights and safety of minorities has always been a basic tenet of

American government and the American sense and practice of fair play."

We therefore confidently appeal to all patriotic fellow-Californians to foster in
their own communities a popular attitude which will assure security, personal

dignity, and livelihood to all resident Japanese, citizens and aliens alike.
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The Executive Conmittee of the Pacific Coast Committee
on American Principles and Fair Pley today in an open
letter asked Placer County fruit and vegetable growers
the following questions:

1) Do you believe that American taxpayers, through the War Food
Administration and the Agricultural Extension Service, should pay for
rocruiting, transporting, and supplying Placer County with nationals
from Mexico while in your community clements which assume to speak in
your neme advocate without c¢ontradiction, or cmploy decvices to "dise
coursgo" Japanesc Amorican laborers from returning home?

2) Do you oxpecct parcnts and ehildron from towns and cities to
cooporete in recruiting boys and girls to harvest your crops, if that
assistance is to bs intorprected publicly within your community in your
name, and without contradiction, as an aid to a formal progrom of eco-
nomic end race discrimination?

3) Do you support the public efforts within your county to utilize
racoc prejudice as o device to climinate that portion of your compctitors

end laborers which is of Japancse ancestry?

4) If so, which of thosc moasurcs publicly advocated or cmploycd

by porsons or orgcnizotions in Placer County, that are intended to "dis-
courcgoe"” the rcturn of porsons of Jopancse angéestry to their homes and

their labors, do you approve, and which do you not approve?

... Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Rooseveit, February 1, 1943

ARTHUR CUSHMAN MCcGIFFERT, JR.
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The letter, signed by Dr. Arthur Cushman McGiffert, the Zxccutive Committoe
Chairmon, was addresscd to the Auburn Chomber of Commerce, fruit and vogetable
groviers and shippers of Placer County, and businessmen of Auburn, Loomis, Penryn,
and Ncweastle, and roquested theom publicly to clarify their positicn. It obscrved
that o ecmpeign is boing carried on in the namc of the "principal cconomic interests®
of these communitics, discrimineting acgeinst Japanese Americcons in order to rid them=
sclves of competition and drive out a porticn of the local labor supplye.

"Fruit and vegcteble intercsts and busincss men", according te rccent items
from tho Auburn procss, "wclcome the help of boys and girls from the Bay crea, and
of Mexican nationcls supplicd ot public oxpensc beoecuse these arc deviecs to cnable
them to climinate some of their competitors by fostering race preojudice,™ tho letter
said.

Pointing out that twe hundred ond twenty-five Bay arca scheol children had been
recruited for farm work in Plocer County, the letter asked, "Why, undcer eloak of
poatriotism, should the public, ond cspocially boys and girls, be uscd to foster a
pfogram of reccc discrimination designed openly to linc the pockots of Placer County
growers, shippers, ond business men"?

In suppert of its charge that farm ond busincss interests arc ciding cfforts
to prevent rcturn of Jopnnosc Americcns, the Committce, quoting from the Auburn
Journcl Reopublican, noted thet loaders cf the California Preoscrvation Leogue whieh,
it sanid, sccks to outlew the Jopancsc Amcricans by boycott, "assumc to speak in the
name of Placer County and California fruit ond vegeteble growers".

The Committoe quoted a letter from the colurmns of the Journal Amcrican which
said in part, "In Plocor County, as you know, we werc so cntiroly depondent on

Japencse form lcobor, that it was clmost pitiful. That situation now no longer cxists,

Mexican nationals, as well as school children, have admirably filled the gap, and we

arc no longer decpondent on any grouPese”
Copies of the Fair Play Committee's letter were sent to the California Con-
gressional delegation, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, and

to the Director of the California Agricultural Extension Service.
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Statement prepared by

Dr. Paul S, Taylor, Professor of Economioes,
University of California, for delivery to
Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles
and Fair Play,

Palace Hotel, Janupary 1llth

RELEASE PM'S THURSDAY? JANUARY 11, 1945:

Backed by the authority of the United States Supreme Court and the approv-
al of the Western Defense Commend of the United States Army, loyal persons of
Japanese ancestry now are free to return to the 'acific Coast., Most of those
who may return have sons, brothers, or husbands now serving in the United
States Armye

This conference has been called to consider problems natural to the read=
justment of these people, At todey's session we are concerned with agriculture.
But first a glimpse at the over-all perspective is in order, for the stresses
of wartime have made it easy to produce in men's minds impressions that are
srossly exaggerated. Faots are available and these should be known., Facts,
not impressions, fancies and rumors, are the proper guides to action, Many
facts, based upon the United States Census of 1940, have been published by the
Army in its report on the evacuation. Here are some:

1., In 1940 the total numbers of persons of Japenese ancestry
in the entire United States was 127,000, or less than one-
tenth of one percent of the nation's populatione

Although most of these persons of Japanese ancestry lived
on the Pacifioc Coast, they comprised less than 1.2 per-
gent of the total population even here.

Between 1930 and 1940 the number of persons of Japanese
in the United States declined by nearly nine percents

In the decade of the 1930's the number of persons of Jap-
enese cncestry declined in nine of ten west coast cities
which had more than 1,000 such persons in 1930. In San
Francisco, Ocklend, Secramento, Fresno, tockton, Berke-
ley, Portland, Seattle and Tacoma =~ the number of persons
of Japanese ancestry was less in 1940 then it was in 1930.
Only in los Angeles was there any increase at all, a meag-
er average of 224 persons per year for the decade.

Now let us exemine the situation in agriculture.

Some people have been honestly alarmed over the return of persons of Jap~-
anese ancestry to agrioulture on the Pacific Cosst. Their fears have been
played upon spreading beliefs that impend grave dangers from a great return
movement of people. Upon examination, these beliefs prove generally to have
little foundation. Some have no foundation at all, Others prove to be the
exaot reverse of the truth,

Among the erroneous beliefs are the following:

Error No. 1: That the population of Japanese ancestry on the Pacifio
Coast "broeds Iike rabbits" and is destined in a few generations to overwhelm
the descendents of the rest of use

THE FACT ISs There were less persons of Jepanese ancestry on the coast
in 1940 than in 1930, less by 8,145 or by nearly seven percent. There will
be still less in 1950 than in 1940, and this would be true even had there
been no evecuation, for the population of Japsnese ancestry is decreasing,
not increasing. As a Congressional committee declared in 1942: "Contrary
to alarmist predictions about the reproductive tendencies of the Americen Jap=
anese, their birth rate during the past decade has been insufficient to bal-
ance mortality and emigration. ... The births of third-generation Japanese
will fail for some time to offset the high mortality rates conseguent upon the
ebnormal age composition of the alien Japanese. The total Japanese population,
therefore, may be expected to drop substantially during the coming years."
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Error No. 2¢ Japaonese laborers offer a serious threat to American labor-
ers in agrioulture.

THE FACY I8: The entire number of wage workers of Japanese encestry in
Paoifis Coast agriculture in 1940 was 8,307, or less than five percent of the
total., As the present time, this small number == one in 20 == will be avail-
able largely to substitute for an equal number of Mexican nationals whom we
now import at the taxpayers' expense, Since most of these agricultural lab-
orers of Jepemese encestry are in the higher age groups, they cannot under
any ciroumstences remain sctive for very many years in the agricultural lebor
nmarket. Therefore, the prompt employment of loyal Japanese workers holds no
throat at all to other westorn agrioultural workers; their employment now will
- afford some relief to the taxpayera

Error No., 3: Farmers of Japanese-Amer ican encestry are a serious compet-
itive threat to other farmerse

THE FACT IS: Farms operated by persons of Japanese ancestry in the three
Peoific Coast states were a smaller percentage of the total number of farms in
1940 than 1920. The total number of their farms increased by the slight fig-
ures of 43 farms in twenty years, while the proportion of farms which were op-
erated by persons of Japenese ancestry declined from 246 t0 242 percent, or by
more than one-seventhe

THE FACT IS:t During the same twenty-year period the acreage of land in
farms opersted by persons of Japcnese asncestry declined from seven-tenths of
one percent of the total soreage in ferms, to four-tenths of one percente

THE FACT ISs The average in farms operated by persons of Japanese ances-
try declined from 65 aores to only 42.2 acrese

THE FACT IS: The total value of farms, land and buildings, operated by
persons of Japanese ancestry fell from 148 million dollars to 72 million dol-
lars, or to less than half, during the same period. The average value per
farm operated by persons of Japenese fincestry also fell by more than one-half.

Fears that fermers of Japanese ancestry are in proocess of driving out
farmers of other ancestries find no support for these facts.

Error No. 4: Farm operators of Japanese ancestry are a competitive threat
to American farm operators because they employ members of their own families to
work without wages.

THE FACT IS: The number of unpaid family laborers of Japenese ancestry
in the Pecific Coast states in 1940 was only 4,832, The fact thet there is
less than one unpaid family laborer per Japenese-operated farm, or about one
for every 57 ferms in the region ocertainly is no ground for arousing a gener-
al fear of competition smong family farmers of other ancestries.

A generation or so ago, while the tide of immigration from Japan was still
flowing, the number of Japanese farmers on the Pacific Coast naturally grewe
But that influx was ended finally in 1924, There is no proposal to revive ite
The participation of Japanese in agriculture is now below what it was in 1920.

014 fears revive easily, but the history of two decades has out away the
ground upon which they once resteds

There is, to be sure, one segment of agriculture in which farmers of Jap-
anese ancestry recently have been fairly important. As truck farmers and as
produce merchents, they have competed with the most highly-industrialized agri-
cultural operators in the west. People are acutely conscious of this competi=
tion in ereas where industrialized growgr-shippers predominates

But to those of us whose interest lies in the welfare of western agrioul-
ture, the warning of Hood River is clears There heedless citizens took meas-
ures to oppose persons of Japanese ancestry whose loyalty to this country is
beyond questions All the money and effort of years %o advertise apples never
sarried the neme of Hood River over the nation and aoross the seas like those
MEeasures.

We do not went our lettuce and melons and fruits advertised to the house-
wives of the nation end to our soldiers overseas as the apples of Hood River
were advertised. We do not believe they will be, for we are confident that
within these industries and areas, wiser counsels will prevails
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al of the Western Defense Command of the United States Army, loyal persons of
Japanese ancestry now are free to return to the Facific Coast, Most of those
who may returr have sons, brothers, or husbands now serving in the United
States Army.

This conference has been called to consider problems natural to the read=-
justment of these people. At today's session we are conocerned with agriculture.
But first a glimpse at the over~all perspective is in order, for the stresses
of wartime have made it easy to produce in men's minds impressions that are
grossly exaggerated. Faots are available and these should be known, Facts,
not impressions, fanocies and rumors, are the proper guides to action, Many
facts, based upon the United States Census of 1940, have been published by the
Army in its report on the evacuation. Here are some:

1, In 1940 the total numbers of persons of Japanese ancestry
in the entire United States was 127,000, or less than one-
tenth of one percent of the nation's populatione

Although most of these persons of Japanese ancestry lived
on the Pacific Coast, they comprised less than l.2 per-
cent of the total population even here,

Between 1930 and 1940 the number of persons of Japanese
in the United States declined by nearly nine percents

In the decade of the 1930's the number of persons of Jap-
enese cncestry declined in nine of ten west coast cities
which had more than 1,000 such persons in 1930. In San
Francisco, QOocklend, Sacramento, Fresno, Stockton, Berke-
ley, Portland, Seattle and Tacoma =-- the number of persons
of Japanese ancestry was less in 1940 than it was in 1930.
Only in Los Angeles was there any increase at all, a meag-
er average of 224 persons per year for the decade,

Now let us examine the situation in agrioculture.

Some people have been honestly alarmed over the return of persons of Jap=
anese asncestry to agriculture on the Pacific Const. Their fears have been
played upon spreading beliefs that impend grave dangers from a great return
movement of people. Upon examination, these beliefs prove generally to have
little foundation. Some have no foundation at all, Others prove to be the
exaot reverse of the truth.

Among the erroneous beliefs are the followings:

Error No. 1: That the population of Japanese ancestry on the Pacific
Coast "breeds like rabbits™ and is destined in a few generations to overwhelm
the descendants of the rest of use.

THE FACT I8¢ There were less persons of Jepanese ancestry on the coast
in 1940 than in 1930, less by 8,145 or by nearly seven percent. There will
be still less in 1950 than in 1940, and this would be true even had there
been no evecuation, for the population of Japsnese ancestry is decreasing,
not increasing. As a Congressional committee declared in 1942: "Contrary
to alarmist predictions about the reproductive tendencies of the American Jap=-
anese, their birth rate during the past decade has been insufficient to bal=
anoe mortality and emigration. ... The births of third-generation Japanese
will fail for some time to offset the high mortality rates consegquent upon the
abnormal age composition of the alien Japanese. The total Japanese population,
therefore, may be expected to drop substantially during the coming years."
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total, As the present time, this small number =~ one in 20 =-- will be avail-
able largely to substitute for an equal number of Mexican nationals whom we
now import 2t the taxpayers' expense., Since most of these agriocultural lab-
orers of Jepenese encestry are in the higher age groups, they cannot under
any ciroumstences remain active for very many years in the agriocultural lebor
market, Therefore, the prompt employment of loyal Japanese workers holds no
threat ot all to other western agrioultural workers; their employment now will
afford some relief to the taxpayers

Error No, 3t Farmers of Japenese-Amer ican encestry are a serious compet-
itive threat to other farmerse

THE FACT IS: Farms operated by persons of Japanese ancestry in the three
Pescific Coest states were a smaller percentage of the total number of farms in
1940 than 1920. The total number of their farms increased by the slight fig-
ures of 43 farms in twenty years, while the proportion of farms which wero op-
erated by persons of Japanese ancestry declined from 2.6 to 2.2 percent, or by
more then one-seventhe

THE FACT ISs During the same twenty-year period the acreage of land in
farms opersted by persons of Japcnese sncestry declined from seven-tenths of
one percent of the total acreage in ferms, to four-tenths of one percent.

THE FACT ISt The average in farms operated by persons of Japanese ances=-
try declined from 65 acres to only 42.2 acrese

THE FACT IS: The total value of farms, land and buildings, operated by
persons of Japanese ancestry fell from 148 million dollars to 72 million dol-
lars, or to less than half, during the same period. The average value per
farm operated by persons of Japanese gncestry also fell by more than one-half.

Fears that fermers of Japanese ancestry are in process of driving out
farmers of other ancestries find no support for these factss

Error No. 4: Farm operators of Japanese ancestry are a competitive threat
to Ameriocan farm operators because they employ members of their own families to
work without wages.

THE FACT ISt The number of unpaid family laborers of Japanese ancestry
in the Peacific Coast states in 1940 was only 4,832, The fact that there is
less than one unpaid family laborer per Japanese-operated farm, or about one
for every 57 farms in the region certainly is no ground for arousing a gener-
al fear of competition among family farmers of other ancestriess

A generation or so ago, while the tide of immigration from Japan was still
flowing, the number of Japanese farmers on the Pacific Coast naturally grewe
But that influx was ended finally in 1924, There is no proposal to revive it.
The participation of Japanese in agriculture is now below what it was in 1920.

0ld fears revive easily, but the history of two decades has ocut awsy the
ground upon which they once resteds

There is, to be sure, one segment of agriculture in which farmers of Jap-
anese ancestry recently have been fairly importante. As truck farmers and as
produce merohants, they have competed with the most highly-industrialized agri-
cultural operators in the west. People are acutely conscious of this competi-
tion in areas where industrialized growgr-shippers predominates

But to those of us whose interest lies in the welfare of western agriocul-
ture, the warning of Hood River is clear. There heedless citizens took meas-
ures to oppose persons of Japanese ancestry whose loyalty to this country is
beyond questions. All the money and effort of years to advertise apples never
carried the neme of Hood River over the nation and aoross the seas like those
Measures.

We do not want our lettuce and melons and fruits advertised to the house=
wives of the nation end to our soldiers overseas as the apples of Hood River
were advertised. We do not believe they will be, for we are confidemt that
within these industries and areas, wiser counsels will prevail,




PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND
FAIR PLAY

November 6, 1943

Dear Committee Member:

You will be interested to know that we have just sent
the following telegram to President Roosevelt, Attorney
General Francis Biddle, Assistant Secretary of War,

John McCloy, General Emmons, and Dillon Myer, Director of
the War Relocation Authority,

"May we urge immediate White House statement differ-
entiating between nature¢ of Tulelake and other relo-
cation centers. Also recognition of loyalty of Jap=-
anese Americans in Military units, Inteclligence,
Food and War Production, and emphasis on excellent
results of WRA relocation program which should not
be curtailed by public sentiment against disloyal
Japonese in Tulelake."

48 the reports are still coming in from thc distur-
bances at Tulelake, it will be well for our members to
remember that such incidents are to be cxpécted from that
Center as & notural result of the proper segrcgation there
of large numbcrs of persons actively loyal to Japan.

The work of the Committec is progressing well. The
Executive Seccorectary has just returned from o three wceks
stay in Washington, wherc she had profitable nnd satisiac=-
tory confcrences with assistant Secretary of War, John MeCloy,
sttorney General Biddle and several west Const and Middle West
Congrcssmen.

We hnve had many letters in cppreciation of the docu-
mentary matcrial we scnt out last month, and are glad that
it is being so widely usede.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth Vi. Kingmen
(Executive Secretary)

Executive Office:22%4 Telcgraph Lves, Berkeley, Colif.




PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

November 26, 1949

Dear Committee Member:

Enclosed you will find a copy of the release sent out by
the Office of War Information, concerning the factual story of
Tulelake from November 1 to November 4. To our knowledge, it 1is
the only authoritative statement released Lo date.

e are also sending a copy of the telegram sent by our Com-
mittee on November 26, to President Roosevelt, Assistant Seere-
tary of War John McCloy and Senator Sheridan Downey of the
Senate Military Affairs Committee, in which we made specific
suggestions covering the Tulelake Segregation Center.

We feel that our suggestions will find favorable rcaction
by the War Department, and are in complete accord with the Dbest

fe & ore confident that suech a policy will
assure proper trecatment for all lawabiding evacuees.

May we suggest that fullest possible use of this material
be made by all of our members, through local groups, ¢ivie, echurcn,
fraternal, service, and the press. It is high time that some
degree of sanity replace the hysterical attitudes which are
receiving so much publicitye.

Executive O0ffice:




mEYT OF TETEGRAM SENT NOVEMBER 25, 1942
As a Pacific Coast body which recognizes many of the difficulties
in administering the Tuleleke Segregation Center, difficulties due in
part to the diversified groups within the center, in part to the un-
justified political and journalistic exaggeration of the disturbances
inevitable in such a center, we urge that the following facts be con-
gsidered by any policy making bodies.

1. The War Department has repeatedly expressed reluctance to
assume permanent control of any centers

2. The War Relocation Authority, while established primarily
as a relocation agency, has worked out satisfactory tech-
niques for administration of various types of centers.

Unless the War Department wishes to control and operate Tule -
may we respectfully submit the following proposals:

1. Continued operation of Relocation Centers by W.R.A. with
emphasis upon resettlement of loyal evacuees.

2., Immediate separation of troublemakers in Tulelake from
lawabiding members of the colony, and sccure incarceration of
aforemcitioned persons in areas established and secured by
the War Department for that purpose.

War Department responsibility for external security of entire
Tulelake Segregation Center.

Administration and opcration of the Tulelake Center by W.R.A.
whose anthority and personnel shall be strengthened to meet
local conditions.

Full public interprctation by the War Dcpartment of the local
situation.

Full public inccrpretation by the State Department of the
intcrnational implications inveolved, sincec scgregees are not
prisoners of war.

Most respecctfully submitted,

PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE (N AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

(signed)
Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman
Execcutive Secretary




