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The central objective of our Committee on F air Play has boon supported by 

the C aliforn ia public, even under the stress of J apan*s treacherous attack, C ali6

The American tradition  of fa i r  play 1ms been observed*

We also have throe other reasons for  satisfaction :

"1) A l l  the organs of public influence and information 6  press, pu lpit, school, wel6

fillment of th eir  duty,

3) Private civic agencies have acted promptly to handle the many d i fficu lt ies  en�

countered by J apanese residents on account of necessary 6wartime restr iction s on 

persons and property, and also to in terpret to the public and to the aliens affected 

the sometimes sweeping and technical Government regu lations.

fornians have kept th eir  heads. There have been few i f  any serious denials of

fare agencies, radio and cinema 6  have discouraged mob violence and have pleaded

2) Federal and local o ffic ia ls  charged with maintaining order and suppressing sub�

versive activities  have shown both vigor and sympathetic consideration in  the fu l �



College students of J apanese ancestry* anxious to return to distant 

homes at the close of the semester, were confronted by restr iction s on travel and 

funds. The International House in Berkeley quickly led the way in overcoming these 

obstacles. The immigrant and family welfare agencies associated with the Community 

Chest in San Francisco grappled with the problems of other J apanese. The Council 

of Social Agencies in Berkeley appointed a special committee, and Oakland Community 

Chest designated the International In stitu te to act in the same capacity. In a l l  

these groups officers  and members of the Committee on Fair Play took an active part.

Vie now urge that members of the Committee on Fair Play, who l ive in other 

Northern Californ ia c ities  having numbers of J apanese residents, bring about the 

formation of similar Committees of Consultation, or make sure that existing agencies 

are meeting the need. The function of such committees is twofold: to give counsel 

and r e l i ef to the J apanese residents, at a time when many of the J apanese language 

papers on which they have depended for information have been suppressed; and to 

u ti l ize a l l  local channels of pu blicity to make known the following authentic 

information:

1. A l l  law6abiding aliens who have lived in the United States continuous�

ly since J une 17, 1940 may transact financial and other business as before the war, 

and any citizen  is free to employ them or deal with them.

2. Needy aliens are en titled to assistance from county r el ief funds on 

the same basis as are citizen s.

3. Unemployed aliens and naturalized citizen s may register  with the 

State Employment Department. Those who have paid into the unemployment insurance 

fund are el igib le for  unemployment benefits.

4. Enemy aliens are prohibited from traveling in public carriers and 

from changing th eir  abode, but they may travel reasonable distances in private 

automobiles. They may not possess firearms, cameras, short6wave sets, or explosives.
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As a group of citizen s concerned fi r s t  and foremost with winning the war, 
we welcome the President’ s proclamation of February 20th, placing a l l  residents 
in vi ta l  m ilitary areas under the control of the Secretary of War and the military 
commanders. We bolieve that the extreme gravity of the situation  ju s ti fies  th is 
drastic step. And as Californ ians, no loss than as American citizen s, we accept 
i t  as a wise solution of the vexed problem of handling enemy aliens and dangerous 
citizen s.

Freedom of speech is s t i l l  unimpaired, and we are glad to know that national 
Government au thorities, including the m ilitary, desire constructive, non6partisan 
criticisms and suggestions. In that sp ir it, we venture to offer  a few suggestions 
to them and to our fellow6citizen s.

Let the actual, care of evacuated persons be committed as heretofore to 
civil ian  governmental agencies experienced in matters of social welfare.

Let the removal of aliens and citizen s be kept at the minimum consistent 
with m ilitary necessity and national security. The uprooting of alien  J apanese 
and I talian  farmers l ivin g outside vi ta l  m ilitary areas obviously would reduce 
production of the food essential to winning the war, and the indiscriminate re�
moval of citizens of alien  parentage might convert predominantly loyal or harmless 
citizens into desperate fifth 6colu mnists.

The problem of providing permanent homes for  the evacuated persons cannot 
be solved by Government agencies without the cooperation of local o ffic ia ls  and 
private citizen s. Thus far , the nine thousand evacuees are reported, for  the most 
part, to have found only temporary homes. In some communities, tho entry of 
J apanese refugees has been.resented to the point that long resident J apanese have 
been warned not to harbor them.

There appear to be only three methods of caring for  tho evacuees: either 
allow them to settle where they can work freely and produce; or set up supervised 
work projects; or support them in whole or in part at public expense. I f  they are
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to find places to settle down and become self6supporting, then some in ter ior  com�
munities in C aliforn ia i t s e l f  or in other states must aJ low them to settle* This 
may seem to certain  communities lik e demanding a heavy sacr ifice, but without 
various kinds of sacr ifice we cannot hope to win the war„ I f  we mean i t  when we 
glibly agree to bear any necessary hardship, then perhaps communities as well as 
individuals w i l l  have to accept th is as one of the inescapable sacr ifices.

The in tegr ity of our nation and a l l  the l iber ties  guaranteed by i t  are at 
stake. I t  is a national figh t, and only tho Government should call the signals.
In tho sp ir it of the President’ s proclamation, i t  behooves us a l l  6 public offic ia ls  
and private citizens alike 6 to sot up no impediments in the way of the m ilitary 
and other Federal au thoritios, and to place ourselves at th eir  command*

Engaged as we are in  a l i fe  and death struggle to preserve our hard6won 
democratic heritage, we should be traitors  i f  ire flou ted democratic principles 
of ju stice and humanity in our treatment of either aliens or citizen s, even 
under the stress of war. We therefore appeal to our o ffi c i c 1 representatives, 
municipal, county, State, and National, and to our fellow6citizen s of whatever 
or igin , to maintain order under law and the respect for  persons summed up in the 
words "fa i r  play” •

NOTE: The Committee on National Security and Fair Play is the direct successor 
of the Northern California Committee on Fair F lay for  C itizens and Aliens 
of J apanese .Ancestry, but i t  embraces the wider scope implied in its  
t i t l e .  I ts  primary purpose is to support the Government and the armed 
forces in preserving national security and vanning the war, and at the 
same time, to foster fa i r  play, especially toward law6abiding and in�
nocent aliens and citizen s of alien parentage. The Committee w i l l  co�
operate with other organizations devoted to similar purposes, such as 
the Committee on Discrimination, of "C itizens for  Victory*'. Persons 
in sympathy with tho Committee on National Security and Fair Play are 
invited to enroll as Associates.

Galen M. F isher, Secretary 
of the Committee
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Vice6Chairmen, Members, and Friends of the 
Committee on National Security and F air Play:

The enclosed Release has been approved in pr inciple 
by a l l  the Vice6Chairmen who sent regrets for  absence and by 
a l l  those who attended the special meeting held on May �.
Copies of i t  w i l l  be sent to some 300 daily and weekly journals, 
and to about 300 individuals, both East and West.

But i f  we expect to bring about the required change 
in public opinion in the inland states, each of us w i l l  need to 
write a personal note and send the Release to the most in�
flu en tial persons of our acquaintance, such as executives of 
the national and state organizations with which we are a f f i l �
iated, pu blicists, farm and labor leaders, radio commentators, 
editors, religiou s leaders, and educators.

Please indicate on the enclosed card the number of 
copies of the Release that you can thus use. ‘The sooner the 
better.

I t  is  gratifyin g to think of Dr. G6rady as being in 
the thick of the momentous developments taking place in India.

Sincerely yours,

Maurice E. Harrison,
Acting Chairman

Calen M. F isher, Secretary.
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THE BOTTLENECK IN J APANESE RESETTLEMENT

The evacuation of 110,000 residents of J apanese lineage from the West 
Coast w i l l  soon be h istory. The process has involved serious sacr ifice on the part 
of the evacuees, many of whom, on any view of the situation, are innocent persons, 
Two6thirds of them are American citizen s, the deprivation of whose rights would not 
in normal times be tolerated. The evacuation has been executed by military and 
c i v i l  o ffic ia ls  with consideration for  those involved.

The pressing question now is : How can resettlement be carried out so as 
to contribute to winning the war, while doing a minimum of violence to our demo�
cratic ideals? The answer should enable the evacuees to make the largest possible 
contribution to national production and unity during the war; should restore their  
self6 respect and the respect for  them of the general public; and should fa c i l i ta te 
th eir  reincorporation into American l i fe  after  the war.

The Western Defense Command, under General DeWitt, has endeavored to fu l�
f i l l  these conditions. To that end, u n til March 	�, the Command encouraged volun�
tary evacuation of the J apanese into inland states. But on that date General 
DeWitt forbade fu rther voluntary evacuation. The reason given by members of his 
s ta ff was that he feared les t the evacuees su ffer physical violence on account of 
the strong h os ti l i ty to them exhibited in many communities east of M ilitary Area 
No. 1.

The bottleneck in resettlement, therefore, is  opposition in certain 
loca l i t ies  to the coming of even a few J apanese, to settle in their  medst. U ntil 
the mass of Americans is  convinced that such opposition is  an impediment to winning 
the war and a violation  of American ideals, the policy of wide dispersal must re�
main in suspense, being replaced by concentration in Settlements under m ilitary 
guard. That th is is  economically wasteful and socially unsound is  evident from the 

followin g contrasts.

Economically: In the Settlements, on wild land, they must be fed for  
many months before crops can be sown, at a cost of $������ a day, and the devising 
of work for the more than h alf who are not farmers w i l l  be d i fficu lt .  I f  scattered 
in normal communities, they would help meet the labor shortage, would at once be 
self6supporting, would increase war production, and the non6farmers could fin d 

city jobs.
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Socially: in the Settlements, they will he insulated from normal li fe,�
their American character diluted by segregation, a danger especially dreaded by�
the younger generation, citizens born. The stigma of suspicion will cling to all �
of them. In normal communities, they would enjoy free association with other�
Americans, their faith in democratic fair play would be confirmed, and their self"�
respect would be restored, so that after the war they could fi t  smoothly into�
American l i fe.

It is thus evident that the economic and social losses imposed on the�
nation by segregation are serious. Yet presumably patriotic citizens, through�

thoughtlessness or prejudice, are causing these losses by their unwillingness to�
allow J apanese, even though citizens, to settle near them.

As soon as such opposition abates, so that it is safe for J apanese to be�
abroad, the War Relocation Authority can release them from the guarded Settlements,�

and resume the policy of scattering them in hundreds of inland communities. Pre�
cautions should, of course, be taken by the Authority to release only persons�
against whom the Authority and the F. B. I . have no grounds of suspicion, and�
preference should be given to American"born citizens, educated in our schools and�
colleges. The Authority should also require state and local offic ials and private�
agencies to give satisfactory guarantees as to protection, working conditions, and�
wages for the evacuees to be sent to their area.

The sweeping evacuation of ��A���� citizens and I������ law"abiding alien�
J apanese was ordered on the grounds of military necessity, during the national�
emergency. It i l l  becomes any of those who excused that order to protest when the�
same national emergency dictates the settling of a few evacuees in their vicinity.
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THE BOTTLENECK IN J APANESE RESETTLEMENT

evaouation  110,000 residents of J apanese lineage from the West 
Coast w i l l  soon be h istory. The process has involved serious sacr ifice on the part

Two ������������� many �� �Wh?m' ��� �� � !�"	� #�� the situ ation . ®re innocent persons. 
Two6third* of them are American citizen s, the deprivation of whose rights would not
in normal times be tolerated. The evacuation has been executed by m ilitary and 
� � � � �� o i fic ia ls  with consideration for  those involved*

, *. 6vT!?e ?r6SSing question now i s * How can resettlement be carried out so as
to contribute to winning the war, while doing a minimum of violence to our demo6 
cratic ideals? The answer should enable the evacuees to make the largest possible 
contribution to national production and unity during the war; should restore th eir  
self6 respect and the respect for  them of the general public} and should fac i l i ta te 
th eir  remcorporation into American l i fe  after  the war.

., The r̂fJ tern Defense Command, under General DeWitt, has endeavored to fu l�
f i l l  these conditions. To that end, u ntil March 29, the Command encouraged volun6

nr£ L ? VSCUi tl0n °f  th° J nPanese into inland states. But on that date General 
DeWitt forbade fu rther voluntary evacuation. The reason given by members of his 
s ta ff was that he f̂eared les t the evacuees su ffer physical violence on account of 

No i  °nS h os t i l i ty to them exhibited in many communities east of M ilitary Area

i bottleneck in resettlement, therefore, is opposition in certain
localities  to the coming of even a few J apanese to settle in th eir  midst. Until

tht °a Ameri?G?s is convinced that such opposition is an impediment to winning
the war and a violation  of American ideals, the policy of wide dispersal must re�
main m suspense, being replaced by concentration in Settlements under m ilitary

j  *S ecorlomioal l y  wasteful and socially unsound is evident from the
iollowing contrasts*

Economically: In the settlements, on wild land, they must be fed for  
many months before crops can be harvested at a cost of $60,000 a day, and the 
devising of work for  the more than half who are not farmers w i l l  be d i fficu l t .  I f



� � 2� �

scattered in normal communities, they would help meet the labor shortage, would 
at once be self6supporting, would increase war production, and the non6farmers 
could find city jobs*

S ocially: In the settlements, they w i l l  be insulated from normal l i fe ,  
th eir  American character dilu ted by segregation, a danger especially dreaded by 
the younger generation, citizens born. The stigma of suspicion w i l l  cling to a l l  
of them* In normal communities, they would enjoy free association with other 
Americans, th eir  faith  in democratic fa i r  play would be confirmed, and th eir  s el f6  
respect would be restored, so that after  the war they could f i t  smoothly into 

American l i fe*

I t  is thus evident that the economic and social losses imposed on the 
nation by segregation are serious* Yet presumably patr iotic citizen s, through 
thoughtlessness or prejudice, are oausing these losses by th eir  unwillingness to 
allow J apanese, even though citizen s, to settle near them.

As soon as such opposition abates, so that i t  is safe for  J apanese to be 
abroad, the 'Tar Relocation Authority can release them from the guarded settlements, 
and resume the policy of scattering them in hundreds of inland communities* Care 
would presumably be taken by the Authority to release only persons against whom the 
Authority and the F .B .I . have no grounds of suspicion, and to give preference to 
American6born citizen s, educated in our schools and colleges* Natu rally, the 
Authority in making resettlement would send evacuees into ter r itory where the 
proper protection and working conditions for  the evacuees are provided*

”The sweeping evacuation of the evacuees was made because of m ilitary 
necessity during a national emergency* We are convinced that good Americans upon 
mature deliberation  should not object to having evacuees in small numbers redis�
tributed near them so as to make possible th eir  reabsorption into American l i fe * ”



FOR RELEASE ON MARCH 17, 1945

**"*— Release covering copies of letters to Legislators of California State Legist�
lature.

Every member of the State Legislature of California today received an open letter�

from the Pacific Coast Committee ��� American Principles and Fair Play, commending�

the declared intention of the members of that body to rise above the level of par�

tisanship in its enactments. The Committee, in its letter calls upon and urges the�

legislators to decide measures proposing race discrimination, especially those di�

rected against Americans of J apanese ancestry, in a spirit of high statesmanship,�

avoiding haste, and with a clear look at our future relations •with al l  Oriental�

peoples.

The Committee on American Principles and Fair Play •was formed recently in San Fran�

cisco, is sponsored by prominent citizens of the community, and composed of people�

from al l  walks of l i fe, including employers, financiers, professional men and women,�

church poople and trade unionists.

Similar groups of citizens opposed to discriminatory legislation against the Ameri�

cans of J apanese ancestry are forming in many communities in Central and Southern�

California, as woll as in Oregon and Washington, and hopo to bo of assistance to�

the government in maintrining in the public mind a clear and farsighted view which�

will prove a constructive forco in post"war reconstruction.

Tho Honorary Chairman is President Robert Gordon Sproul of the University of Cali�

fornia. Other officers and members include Maurice E. Harrison, Dr. Arthur Cushman�

McGiffert, Rabbi Irving E. Roichort, Dr. Paul S. Taylor, Dr. Mary Lyman, Mr. Harry�

S. Scott, Mr. Galon M* Fisher, Mr. Alfred J . Lundbcrg, General David Prescott�

Barrows and others.

The Committoo believes:

(1) That attacks upon tho rights of any minority tond to undermino tho rights of�

the majority.

(2) That attempts to deprive any law"abiding citizon of his citizenship because of�

racial descent aro contrary to fundamental American principles and jeopardize�

the citizenship of others.

(3) Tho legislation to deprive Americans of J apanose descent of any of thoir legal�

rights would sot a precedent for depriving other racial groups of thoir rights,�

and would weaken the confidence of our Allies, particularly those in Asia and�

Latin America, in the sincerity of our professions to bo fighting for tho�

rights of al l  peoples.

\�D That it is un"American to penalize persons of J apancso descent in tho United�

States solely for tho crimes of the Government and military caste of J apan.

The fundamental purposo of tho Committoo is to support the principles enunciated in�

the Constitution of the United States, and to that end to maintain, unimpaired, tho�

liberties guaranteed in tho B i l l  of Rights.
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San Francisco66J an. 11—Dillon S, Myer, national director of the War Relocation 

Authority said today he expects 40,000 J apanese6American men, women and children may 

return to the Pacific Coast during 1945.

"These people want a ohance to get into the production lines here as they have 

elsewhere," Myer said, "Thirteen thousand J apanese6Americans have already been in�

ducted into the Army. The returning evacuees mean to back up these boys — and the 

sons and brothers of a l l  other Americans,"

Myer said i t  would be short6sighted for  Coast residents to fa i l  to aid the 

J apanese6Americans find jobs and farms from which they can devote th eir  fu l l  atten�

tion  to war production. He pointed out that a l l  who return are fi r s t  cleared by 

the Army,

Myer spoke before a three6state race relations conference called by the Pacific 

Coast Committee on American Principles and Fail* Play and attended by leaders of 

more than a score of private organizations concerned with race problems and by of�

fi c ia ls  of a dozen Federal agenoies. The two6day conference was called to formulate 

a unified and coordinated race6relations program for  the Pacific Coast states.

Anthony O’Brien, WMC attorney, representing, Fay Hunter, War Manpower Commission 

regional director, told the conference there w i l l  be no d i fficu lty placing Nisei in 

essential war jobs and he added "We w i l l  welcome any additional labor source to meet 

���� present emergency,"

Maurice E. Harrison, San Francisco attorney and chairman of today’ s meeting, 

pointed out that "the Constitutional rights of loyal persons of J apanese ancestry 

to return to th eir  homes has been vindicated by the Supreme Court and recognized by 

our government.

The immediate problem is to find how that r ight may be exercised so as to be 
most helpfu l to our national in terest and particu lar ly to the war effor t.

The discussion of th is problem may well contribute to an understanding of the 
whole question of racial relations on the West Coast and its  bearings on the cause 
of permanent peace in the P acific ."

Although emphasizing questions raised by the return of the J apanese6Americans, 

the conference planned to set up machinery for  the study of race relations generally,

and to coordinate the activities  of more than 300 West Coast groups concerned with 

race problems.

Tomorrow's session w i l l  be devoted to farm phases of the J apanese6Americans' re6  

turn. Speakers w i l l  be Harry Osaki, a J apanese6Amerioan farmer of Fowler, C aliforn ia; 

Dr, Paul ��� Taylor, professor of Economics at the U niversity of C aliforn ia; and of�

fi c ia ls  of the Californ ia State War Board, Emergency Farm Labor Program, Farm Security 

Administration, and Farm Credit Administration. A. J . McFadden, chairman of the

C aliforn ia State Board of Agricu ltu re, w i l l  preside,
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STATEMENT

One by"product of the current tension between J apan and the United States is of�

special concern to California, and may affect the morale of our armed forces. It is�

this: popular resentment toward J apan may find expression in greater discrimination�

or even physical violence against fellow"residents of J apanese extraction, distrust�

of the J apanese Government being transferred to all persons of J apanese race. A�

moment’s thought will show that such animus would be not only unAmerican, but also�

a menace to public welfare and the good name of our State.

Handling relations with the J apanese Government is the job of our National Govern�

ment, but the treatment given those citizens and non"citizens in California who�

happen to be of J apanese extraction is the responsibility of us Californians.

This principle was clearly discerned seventeen years ago by the California J oint�

Immigration Committee. That Committee had been a prominent supporter of the B i ll �

excluding J apanese and other immigrants who were ”ineligible to citizenship”, which�

became law on May 26, 1924. But four weeks later, on J une 23, 1924, that Committee�

issued a release, the nub of which is this paragraph:

”... The four California organizations by whose authorized officers this�
statement has been issued "  the American Legion, State Federation of Labor,

State Grange, and Native Sons of the Golden West "  declare their intention�
to secure by every means in their power, such rights as the J apanese or�
other aliens may be entitled during their residence in this State, to pro�
tect them from discourtesy of any kind, and to aid in apprehension and�
punishment of those who may cast discredit upon State and Nation by the�
commission of overt or unfriendly act against such resident aliens.”

The issuance of this Release did credit to its sponsors. They saw then, what we�

of the Committee on Fair Play are stressing today, that the J apanese and all  other�

residents are entitled to fair treatment and equal protection of the laws. That�

Release was issued when there were few ”American"J apanese” citizens by virtue of�

birth in the United States. Today three"quarters of the 100,000 J apanese in Cali�

fornia are citizens. I f  the plea in the Release was valid fer J apanese aliens, all
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the more is it valid for the 75,000 American"J apanese who are as fdll"fledged c it i �

zens as any of us.

It is most reassuring that the tension has thus far been accompanied "by few gross�

violations of justice and good sportsmanship toward J apanese fellow"residents. Upon�

inquiry, i t  is learned that insurance companies have l i t t le fear of violence against�

J apanese property, although one company has lately cancelled its policies on�

J apanese"owned trucks for other reasons.

Thousands of our J apanese"American citizens have entered the armed forces, not a�

few of them as volunteers. They stand well with both officers and comrades, and have�

been publicly commended by the Army commanders in Hawaii. The delight of "first �

generation” J apanese when their "second generation” sons have been drafted has�

frequently been noted in our press. Many of these first  generation non"citizens�

have declared that even i f  war came, they would stick by the United States, Even�

i f  al l  such declarations are doubted, it is important to remember that these J apanese�

residents have had no voice whatever in determining the J apanese Government’s policy�

toward China. To penalize them for that policy could have no effect on tho J apanese�

Government, and would violate our traditions of fair play. Furthermore, i f  they were�

mistreated, the morale of their sons serving in the armed forces would be impaired.

This Committee is not cencerned either to appraise or to guarantee the loyalty to�

the United States of citizens or resident aliens, whether they be of the J apanese or�

any other race. Espionage or subversive activities by J apanese residents, as by any�

one else, should be reported as a matter of course to the F.B.I. or the local police,�

and they, not private individuals or vigilantes, should be left to take protective�

measures. We believe in order under law, not under violence or caprice. I t was to�

such a spirit that Governor Olson appealed when, at Los Angeles on August 31, he�

declared that i f  the friction aroused by relations with J apan should "generate much�

heat, in dealing with them, I shall rely...upon the fact that recognition and pro�

tection of the rights and safety of minorities has always been a basic tenet of�

American government and the American sense and practice of fair play.”

We therefore confidently appeal to all  patriotic fellow"Californians to foster in�

their own communities a popular attitude which will assure security, personal�

dignity, and livelihood to a l l  resident J apanese, citizens and aliens alike.

'
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on American Principles and Fair Play today in an open LTkTieŷ
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letter asked Placer County fruit and vegetable growers�

the following questions:

1) Do you believe that American taxpayers, through the War Food�

Administration and the Agricultural Extension Service, should pay for�

recruiting, transporting, and supplying Placer County with nationals�

from Mexico while in your community dements which assume to speak in�

your name advocate without contradiction, or employ devieos to "dis�

courage” J apanese American laborors from returning homo?

S) Do you oxpcct parents and children from towns and cities to

� � �
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cooporate in recruiting boys and girls to harvest your crops, i f  that�

assistance is to bo interpreted publicly within your community in your�

namo, and without contradiction, as an aid to a formal program of eco�

nomic and raco discrimination?

3) Do you support the public efforts within your county to utilize
��$ �0$��� �& �� �� �

� - $ � � � - � rûCo ; � � B I\B � �-� ns G ¿ovico to eliminato that portion of your competitors

and laborors which is of J apanese ancestry?

4) I f  so, which of thoso measures publicly advocated or employed�

by persons or organizations in Placer County, that are intended to "dis"�

courago” the return of porsons of J apanese ancestry to their homos and�

their labors, do you approve, and which do you not approve?
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Tho lcttor, signed by Dr. Arthur Cushman McGiffort, the Executive Committee

Chairman, was addressed to the Auburn Chamber of Commerce, fruit and vegetable�

growers and shippors of Placor County, and businessmen of Auburn, Loomis, Penryn,�

and Newcastle, and requested them publicly to clarify their position. I t  observed�

that a campaign is being carried on in the name of the "principal economic interests"�

of those communities, discriminating against J apanoso Americans in order to rid them"�

solvos of competition and drive out a portion of tho local labor supply.

"Fruit and vegetable interests and business men", according to recent items�

from tho Auburn press, "wolcomo tho help of boys arid girls from tho Bay area, and�

of Mexican nationals supplied at public oxponso because these aro devices to enable�

them to eliminate some of their competitors by fostering race prejudice," the letter�

said.

Pointing out that two hundred and twenty"five Bay area school children had been�

recruited for farm work in Placer County, tho lotter asked, "Why, under cloak of�

patriotism, should tho public, and especially boys and girls, be used to foster a�

program of race discrimination designed oponly to lino the pockots of Placer County�

growors, shippors, and business men"?

In support of its charge that farm and business interests arc aiding efforts�

to prevent return of J apanoso Americans, the Committee, quoting from the Auburn�

J ournal Republican, noted that loaders of tho California Preservation League "which,�

i t  said, seeks to outlaw tho J apanese Americans by boycott, "assume to speak in the�

name of Placor County and California fruit and vegetable growers".

Tho Committee quoted a lotter from the columns of tho J ournal American which�

said in part, "In Placor County, as you know, wo wore so ontiroly dopendent on�

J apanoso farm labor, that i t  was almost piti fu l. That situation now no longer exists.�

Mexican nationals, as well as school children, have admirably fi lled the gap, and we�

aro no longer dependent on any group..."

Copies of the Fair Play Committee’s letter were sent to the California Con�

gressional delegation, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of Commerce, and�

to the Director of the California Agricultural Extension Service.
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Berkeley, Calif*

The Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles�

and Fair Play today in an open letter asked why Bay area�

school children and Mexican national farm workers should�

he used "to foster a program of  race discriminatioii�

designed openly to line the pockets of Placer County growers,�

shippers, and businessmen”#

The letter, signed by hr* Arthur Cushman McGiffert, J r•,�

the Committee chairman, was addressed to the Auburn Chamber of�

Commerce, fruit and vegetable growers and shippers of Placer�

County, and businessmen of Auburn, Loomis, Penryn, and New�

castle, and requested them publicly to clarify their position*�

It observed that a campaign la being carried on in the name 

of the "principal economic interests’1 of these communities,�

discriminating against J apan©se"Amerloans in order to rid
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Statement prepared by
Dr. Paul S# Taylor, Professor of Eoonomios,
U niversity of C aliforn ia, for  delivery to 
Paoifio Coast Committee on American Prinoiples 

and Fair Play,
Palaoe Hotel, J anuary 11th

RELEASE PM’S THURSDAY? J ANUARY 11, 1945:

Backed by the authority of the United States Supreme Court and the approv�
al of the Western Defense Command of the United States Army, loyal persons of 
J apanese ancestry now are free to return to the P acific Coast, Most of those 
who may return have sons, brothers, or husbands now serving in the United 

States Army,

This conference has been called to consider problems natural to the read�
justment of these people. At today*s session we are concerned with agricu ltu re 
But fi r s t  a glimpse at the over 6all perspective is in order, for  the stresses 
of wartime have made i t  easy to produoe in men’s minds impressions that are 
grossly exaggerated. Facts are available and these should be known. Facts, 
not impressions, fanoies and rumors, are the proper guides to action» Many 
facts, based upon the United States Census of 1940, have been published by the 

Army in its report on the evacuation. Here are some:

�, In 1940 the tota l numbers of persons of J apanese ancestry 
in the entire United States was 127,000, or less than one6 
tenth of one percent of the nation ’s population,

2, Although most of these persons of J apanese ancestry lived 
on the Paoifio Coast, they comprised less than 1,2 per�
cent of the total population even here,

3, Between 1930 and 1940 the number of persons of J apanese 
in the United States declined by nearly nine percent,

�, In the decade of the 1930’ s the number of persons of J ap�
anese ancestry declined in nine of ten west coast c ities  
which had more than ����� such persons in 1 9 3 0 In San 
Francisco, Oakland, Sacramento, Fresno, Stockton, Berke�
5" =� Portland, Seattle and Tacoma *— the number of persons 
of J apanese ancestry was less in 1940 than i t  was in 1930>.
Only in Los Angeles was there any increase at a l l ,  a meag�
er average of 224 persons per year for the decade.

Now let us examine the situation in agricu ltu re.

Some people have been honestly alarmed over the return of persons of J ap�
anese ancestry to agricu ltu re on the Paoifio Coast, Their fears have been 
played upon spreading beliefs  that impend grave dangers from a great return 
movement of people. Upon examination, these b el iefs  prove generally to have 
l i t t l e  foundation. Some hove no foundation at a l l .  Others prove to be the 

exact reverse of the tru th .

Among the erroneous beliefs  are the followin g:

Error No, 1*. That the population of J apanese ancestry on the Paoifio 
Coast "breeds like rabbits** and is destined in a few generations to overwhelm 

the descendants of the rest of us,

TiE£ FACt ISs There were less persons of J apanese ancestry on the coast 
in 1940 than in 1930, less by 8,145 or by nearly seven peroent. There w i l l  
be s t i l l  less in 1950 than in 1940, and th is would be true even had there 
been no evacuation, for the population of J apanese ancestry is decreasing, 
not increasing. As a Congressional committee declared in 1942: ’’Contrary 
to alarmist predictions about the reproductive tendencies of the American J ap�
anese, their  bir th  rate during the past decade has been in su fficien t to bal�
ance mortality and emigration, ,,* The births of third6generation J apanese 
w i l l  fa i l  for some time to offset the high mortality rates consequent upon the 
abnormal age composition of the alien J apanese. The total J apanese population 
therefore, may be expeoted to drop substantially during the coming years,”



Error No. ��� A �4��"6"� laborers offer a serious threat to American labor�

ers in agriculture#

THE ����� ��: The entire  ̂number of wage workers of J apanese ancestry in�
Pacific Coast agriculture in 1940 was 8,307, or less than five percent of the�
total* As the present time, this small number — one in 20 w i l l  be aval
able largely to substitute for an equal number of Mexican nationals whom we�
now import at the taxpayers’ expense* Since most of these agricultural lab�
orers of J apanese anoestiy are in the higher age groups, they cannot under�
any circumstances remain active for very many years in the agricultural labor�
market* Therefore, the prompt employment of loyal J apanese workers holds no�
threat at all to other western agricultural workers; their employment now will �

* afford some relief to the taxpayer*

Error No* 3* Farmers of J apanese"Amerioan ancestry are a serious compet�

itive threat to other farmers#

THE FACT IS* ������ operated by persons of J apanese ancestry in the three�

Pacific Coast states were a smaller percentage of the total number of farms in�
1940 than 1920. The total number of their farms increased by the slight fig�
ures of 43 farms in twenty years, while the proportion of farms which were op�
erated by persons of J apanese ancestry declined from 2*6 to 2*2 percent, or by�

more than one"seventh#

THE FACT IS* During the same twenty"year period the aoreage of land in�

farms operated by persons of J apanese ancestry declined from seven"tenths of�
one percent of the total aoreage in farms, to four"tenths of one percent*

THE FACT IS* The average in farms operated by persons of J apanese ances�

try declined from 65 acres to only 42*2 acres#

THE FACT IS* The total value of farms, land and buildings, operated by�

persons of J apanese ancestry fe l l  from 148 million dollars to 72 million dol�
lars, or to less than half, during the same period* The average value per�
farm operated by persons of J apanese {ancestry also fe l l  by more than one—half*

Fears that farmers of J apanese ancestry are in process of driving out�

farmers of other ancestries find no support for these facts*

Error No# 4* Farm operators of J apanese ancestry are a competitive threat�
to American farm operators because they employ members of their own families to�

work without wages*

THE FACT IS* The number of unpaid family laborers of J apanese ancestry�
in the PaCifio Coast states in 1940 was only 4,832* The fact that there is�

less than one unpaid family laborer per J apanese"operated farm, or about one�
for every 57 farms in the region oertainly is no ground for arousing a gener�

al fear of competition among family farmers of other ancestries#

A generation or so ago, while the tide of immigration from J apan was st i l l �

flowing, the number of J apanese farmers on the Pacific Coast naturally grew*
But that influx was ended finally in 1924# There is no proposal to revive it#�
The participation of J apanese in agriculture is now below what it was in 1920#

Old fears revive easily, but the history of two decades has out away the�

ground upon which they once rested#

There is, to be sure, one segment of agriculture in whioh farmers of J ap�
anese ancestry recently have been fairly  important# As truck farmers and as�
produce merchants, they have competed with the most highly"industrialized agri�

cultural operators in the west* People are acutely conscious of this competi�

tion in areas where industrialized growqr"shippers predominate#

But to those of us whose interest lies in the welfare of western agricul�
ture, the warning of Hood River is clear* There heedless citizens took meas�
ures to oppose persons of J apanese ancestry whose loyalty to this country is�
beyond question# All the money and effort of years to advertise apples never�
carried the name of Hood River over the nation and across the seas like those�

measures*

We do not want our lettuce and melons and fruits advertised to the house�

wives of the nation and to our soldiers overseas as "the apples of Hood River�
were advertised* We do not believe they w i l l  be, for we are confident that�

within these industries and areas, wiser counsels will prevail#
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Statement prepared by
Dr. Paul S. Taylor, Professor of Eoonomios, 
University of C aliforn ia, for  delivery to 
PsLoifio Coast Committee on American Principles 
and Fair TTav~,

iotel, J anuary 11th

PELEASE PM*S THURSDAY? J ANUARY 11, 1945;

Backed by the authority of the United States Supreme Court and the approv�
al of the Western Defense Command of the United States Army, loyal persons of 
J apanese ancestry now are free to return to the F acific Coast, Most of those 
who may return have sons, brothers, or husbands now serving in the United 

States Army,

This conference has been called to consider problems natural to the read�
justment of these people. At today’s session we are concerned with agricu ltu re. 
But fi r s t  a glimpse at the over 6all perspective is in order, for  the stresses 
of wartime have made i t  easy to produce in menTs minds impressions that are 
grossly exaggerated. Facts are available and these should be known. Facts, 
not impressions, fanoies and rumors, are the proper guides to action , Many 
facts, based upon the United States Census of 1940, have been published by the 
Army in its report on the evacuation* Here are some:

1, In 1940 the tota l numbers of persons of J apanese ancestry 
in the entire United States was 127,000, or less than one6 
tenth of one percent of the nation*s population,

2, Although most of these persons of J apanese ancestry lived 
on the P acific Coast, they comprised less than 1,2 per�
cent of the total population even here,

3, Between 1930 and 1940 the number of persons of J apanese 
in the United States declined by nearly nine percent#

4, In the decade of the 1930*s the number of persons of J ap�
anese ancestry declined in nine of ten west ooast cities  
which had more than ����� such persons in 1930e In San 
Francisoo, Oakland, Sacramento, Fresno, Stockton, Berke�
ley, Portland, Seattle and Tacoma — the number of persons 
of J apanese ancestry was less in 1940 than i t  was in 19306,
Only in Los Angeles was there any increase at a l l ,  a meag~ 
er average of 224 persons per year for the decade.

Now let us examine the situation in agricu ltu re.

Some people have been honestly alarmed over the return of persons of J ap�
anese ancestry to agricu ltu re on the Pacifio Coast. Their fears have been 
played upon spreading beliefs  that impend grave dangers from a great return 
movement of people. Upon examination, these bel iefs  prove generally to have 
l i t t l e  foundation. Some have no foundation at a l l .  Others prove to be the 
exact reverse of the tru th .

Among the erroneous beliefs  are the followin g:

Error No. 1: That the population of J apanese ancestry on the P acific 
Coast ’'breeds like rabbits” and is destined in a few generations to overwhelm 
the descendants of the rest of us,

THE FACT IS � There were less persons of J apanese ancestry on the coast 
in 1940 than in 1930* less by 8,145 or by nearly seven percent. There w i l l  
be s t i l l  less in 1950 than in 1940, and th is would be true even had there 
been no evacuation, for the population of J apanese ancestry is decreasing, 
not increasing. As a Congressional committee declared in 1942: ’’Contrary 
to alarmist predictions about the reproductive tendencies of the American J ap�
anese, their  bir th  rate during the past decade has been in su fficien t to bal�
ance mortality and emigration. . . .  The births of third6generation J apanese 
w i l l  fa i l  for some time to offset the high mortality rates consequent upon the 
abnormal age composition of the alien J apanese. The total J apanese population, 
therefore, may be expected to drop substantially during the coming years.”



Error No# 2* J apanese laborers offer a serious threat to American labor*�

e rs in agriculture •

THE ����� ���� The entire number of wage workers of J apanese anoestry in�
Pacific Coast agriouiture in 1940 was 8,307, or less than five percent of the�
total# As the present time, this small number "* one in 20 — wi l l  be avail*�
able largely to substitute for an equal number of Mexican nationals whom we�
now import at the taxpayers’ expense# Since most of these agricultural lab�
orers of J apanese anoestry are in the higher age groups, they cannot under�
any circumstances remain active for very many years in the agricultural labor"�
market# Therefore, the prompt employment of loyal J apanese workers holds no�
threat at all to other western agricultural workers; their employment now will �

afford some relief to the taxpayer*

Error No* 3t Farmers of J apanese"Amerioan anoestry are a serious compet�

itive threat to other farmers*

THE FACT IS* ������ operated by persons of J apanese anoestry in the three�
Pacific Coast states were a smaller percentage of the total number of farms in�
1940 than 1920# The total number of their farms increased by the slight fig�
ures of 43 farms in twenty years, while the proportion of farms which wero op�
erated by persons of J apanese anoestry declined from 2*6 to 2*2 percent, or by�

more than one"seventh#

THE FACT IS* During the same twenty"year period the acreage of land in�

farms operated by persons of J apanese anoestry declined from seven"tenths of�
one percent of the total acreage in farms, to four"tenths of one percent#

THE FACT IS* The average in farms operated by persons of J apanese anoes�

try deolined from 65 aores to only 42#2 acres*

THE FACT IS: The total value of farms, land and buildings, operated by�

persons of J apanese ancestry fe l l  from 148 million dollars to 72 million dol�
lars, or to less than half, during the same period# The average value per�
farm operated by persons of J apanese pnoestry also fe l l  by more than one"half*

Fears that farmers of J apanese ancestry are in prooess of driving out�
farmers of other anoestries find no support for these facts*

Error No* 4* Form operators of J apanese ancestry are a competitive threat�
to Amerioan farm operators because they employ members of their own families to�

work without wages*

THE FACT IS* The number of unpaid family laborers of J apanese anoestry�
in the Pacific Coast states in 1940 was only 4,832. The fact that there is�

less than one unpaid family laborer per J apanese"operated farm, or about one�
for every 57 farms in the region oertainly is no ground for arousing a gener�
al fear of competition among family farmers of other anoestries*

A generation or so ago, while the tide of immigration from J apan was st i l l �
flowing, the number of J apanese farmers on the Pacific Coast naturally grew#
But that influx was ended finally in 1924# There is no proposal to revive it*�
The participation of J apanese in agriouiture is now below what it was in 1920*

Old fears revive easily, but the history of two decades has out away the�
ground upon which they once rested*

There is, to be sure, one segment of agriouiture in whioh farmers of J ap�
anese ancestry recently have been fairly  important* As truck farmers and as�
produce merchants, they have competed with the most highly"industrialized agri�
cultural operators in the west. People are acutely conscious of this competi�

tion in areas where industrialized growqr"shippers predominate#

But to those of us whose interest lies in the welfare of western agricul�
ture, the warning of Hood River is clear* There heedless citizens took meas�
ures to oppose persons of J apanese anoestry whose loyalty to this oountry is�

beyond question# All the money and effort of years to advertise apples never�
carried the name of Hood River over the nation and across the seas like those�
measures#

We do not want our lettuce and melons and fruits advertised to the house�
wives of the nation and to our soldiers overseas as ihe apples of Hood River�
were advertised# We do not believe they w i l l  be, for we are confident that�
within these industries and areas, wiser counsels wi ll prevail*



PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND
FAIR PLAY

November 6, 1943

Lear Committee Member:

You will be interested to know that we have just sent�
the following telegram to President Roosevelt, Attorney�
General Francis Biddle, Assistant Secretary of War,
J ohn McCloy, General Emmons, and Dillon Myer, Director of�
the War Relocation Authority*

’’May we urge immediate White House statement differ�
entiating between nature of Tulelake and other relo�
cation centers. Also recognition of loyalty of J ap�
anese Americans in Military units, Intelligence,
Food and War Production, and emphasis on excellent�
results of WRA relocation program which should not�
be curtailed by public sentiment against disloyal�
J apanese in Tulelake.1’

� � � the reports are st i l l  coming in from the distur�
bances at Tulelake, it wi ll  be well for our members to�
remember that such incidents are to be expected from that�
Center as a natural result of the proper segregation there�
of large numbers of persons actively loyal to J apan.

The work of the Committee is progressing well. The�
Executive Secretary has just returned from a three weeks�
stay in Washington, where she had profitable and satisfac�
tory conferences with Assistant Secretary of V/ar, J ohn McCloy,�
Attorney General Biddle and several West Coast and Middle West�
Congressmen.

We have had many letters in appreciation of the docu�
mentary material we sent out last month, and are glad that�
it is being so widely used.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth V/. Kingman
(Executive Secretary)

Executive Office:2234 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley, Calif.



PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

November 26, 1943

Lear Committee Member:

Enclosed you wi ll  find a copy of the release sent out by�
the Office of War Information, concerning the factual storyof �̂
Tulelake from November 1 to November 4. To our knowledge, it is�
the only authoritative statement released to date.

We are also sending a copy of the telegram sent by our Com�
mittee on November 26, to President Roosevelt, Assistant Secre�
tary of War J ohn McCloy and Senator Sheridan Lowney of thê
Senate Military Affairs Committee, in which we made specific�
suggestions covering the Tulelake Segregation Center.

We feel that our suggestions will find favorable reaction�
by the War Department, and are in complete accord with the best�
public interest. We also are confident t̂hat such a policy will �
assure proper treatment for al l  lawabiding evacuees.

May we suggest that fullest possible use of this material�
be made by al l  of our members, through local groups, civic, church,�
fraternal, service, and the press. I t is high time that some�
degree of sanity replace the hysterical attitudes which are�
receiving so much publicity.

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman�
Executive Secretary

Executive Office: 2234 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley, Calif



TEXT OF TELEGRAM SENT NOVEMBER: 25, 1945

As a Pacific Coast body which recognizes many of the difficulties�

in administering the Tulelake Segregation Center, difficulties due in�

part to the diversified groups within the center, in part to the un�

justified political and journalistic exaggeration of the disturbances�

inevitable in such a center, we urge that the following facts be con�

sidered by any policy making bodies.

1. The War Department has repeatedly expressed reluctance to�
assume permanent control of any center.

2. The 'War Relocation Authority, while established primarily�
as a relocation agency, has worked out satisfactory tech�
niques for administration of various types of centers.

Unless the War Department wishes to control and operate Tule"r�

lake may we respectfully submit the following proposals:

1. Continued operation of Relocation Centers by W.R.A. with�
emphasis upon resettlement of loyal evacuees.

2. Immediate separation of troublemakers in Tulelake from
lawabiding members of the colony, and secure incarceration of�
aforementioned persons in areas established and secured by�
the War Department for that purpose.

3. War Department responsibility for external security of entire�
Tulelake Segregation Center.

4* Administration and operation of the Tulelake Center by W.R.A.�
whose authority and personnel shall be strengthened to meet�
local conditions.

5, Full public interpretation by the War Department of the local�
situation.

6. Full public inccrpretation by the State Department of the�
international implications involved, since segregees are not�
prisoners of war.

Most respectfully submitted,

PACIFIC COAST COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

(signed)
Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman�
Executive Secretary


