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May 1. 1982

Ms. Kay Boyle
326 North K Street
Cottage Grove, Or* 97^24
Dear Ms* Boylei

A few years ago you were kind enough to 
write me a lovely letter when X sent you a re­
view copy of my hook tor young people, JOURNEY 
HOME.(It just came out in paperback.)

Nowwthe University of Washington tress 
has just published my first book for adults, 
DESERT EXILEi The Uprooting of a Japanese Ameri­
can Family, which tells of my family's wartime 
experiences and also of my early years in Berkeley, 
and I thought it might be of interest to you as
well.

I have asked the UWPross to send you a 
review copy and hope it will be reaching you in 
a few weeks.

I think I might have been near your new 
home last June when I was in Eugene to receive 
a Distinguished Service Award! The countryside 
was beautiful and I hope you are enjoying your 
new surroundings.

With best wishes,
Sincerely,

Yoshiko Uchida
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June 24, 1982

Dear Kayi
I can*t tell you how much I appreciated 

your lovely letter with its kind and generous 
words about DESERT EXILE*

Your understanding and gracious support 
of my book is a source of tremendous encourage­
ment to me» and I appreciatedso much your taking 
the time not only to write me, but to the editors 
of MPugressive" and the WSF Review of Books** 
Without your help my book might well have gone 
unnoticed by themI The UW Press has assured me 
that review copies have now been sent to both 
publications*

I feel very honored to think you would 
have reviewed my book had it been possible* It 
seems to be doing quite well locally, but so 
far no reviews have come in yet from the east*
I#m hoping they won*t totally ignore us, as Pub­
lishers Weekly seems to have done!

Ifll certainly let you know if I do get 
to Eugene again, and thank you for sending me your 
phone number* If you should ever be in Berkeley, 
do please call me* (415) 524-1152*

I am concerned about your health and do 
hope you are taking good care of yourself*

Thank you again for writing me*
Affectionately,

P.S. My last children*s book, A JAR OF DREAMS, won 
the Commonwealth Club Medal for best juvenile by a 
Ca. author in *81 and it was a delight to meet such 
writers as Herbert Gold and Richard Rodriguez at 
the Awards Luncheon two weeks ago*



March 22, 1988

Ms. Kay Boyle 
c/o Amnesty Int’l 
655 Sutter St., #402 
San Francisco, CA. 94102

i + i

Dear Kay:
It has been a long time since you wrote me the lovely letter 
about my book, DESERT EXILE, and it is one of my treasured 
posessions. You were in Oregon then, and I'm delighted to 
know you are back in the Bay Area. I do hope your health is better now.
My v/riting career has been “on hold’1 for almost three years 
now due to Chronic Epstein-Barr Syndrome, but my first adult 
novel, PICTURE BRIDE, was published by Northland Press last 
year (after trying for 10 yearsl) and Simon & Schuster's 
Fireside Books will issue a trade paperback edition this fall.
Knowing hov; very busy you must be, I hesitate to write you, 
but I wonder if you might be willing to read PICTURE BRIDE 
and give us a brief quote for the paperback cover. Because 
time is short, my editor, Laura Yorks is taking the liberty 
of sending you a copy of the book and will write you shortly. 
If you are unable to do this, I will surely understand and 
ask you to forgive this intrusion on your time.
I do hope our paths will cross someday, although I'm not 
able to get out much these days. Please cake good care of yourself.
All the best,

P.S. I read your autobiography in Gale's CONTEMPORARY 
AUTHORS with much interest. I did one for them 2 years ago 
also for their Children's Bks Authors Series.



$14.95

Yoshiko Uchida is the foremost Japanese American 
woman writer of our time. Picture Bride is a tender, 
painful, exquisitely written novel that reminds me, 
in its accum ulation of revelatory detail, of 
Tanizaki's Makioka Sisters. This is a very serious 

and important book.

B A R R Y  G I F F O R D

Carrying a photograph of Taro Takeda, whom she 
is to marry but has yet to meet, young Hana Omiya 
arrives in San Francisco, California, in 1917, one of 
several hundred Japanese "picture brides" whose 
arranged marriages brought them to America in the 

early 1900s.
To Hana's dismay, she discovers that Taro is not 

the prosperous shopkeeper she had envisioned, but 
a quiet, balding man with a shabby shop in 
downtown Oakland. This is only the first of many 
disappointments Hana endures: rejection by a 
hostile white society; thwarted love for the hand­
some Yamaka; and, perhaps the worst denial, 
cultural and emotional estrangement from her own 

daughter.
This book captures more than the essence of 

Hana and Taro's tenuous relationship, however. It 
also provides an intimate glimpse into the lives and 
emotions of such diverse characters as the down- 
to-earth Kiku, Hana's confidante, and her husband 
Henry, who reject demeaning city work to become 
farmers; Dr. Kaneda, the respected community 
leader who is destroyed by the adopted land that 
he loves; and the earnest young student Nishima, 
whom Hana saves from a breakdown and by whom 
she herself is ultimately sustained. All are caught 
up in the cruel turmoil of World War II, when West 
Coast Japanese Americans are uprooted from their 
homes and imprisoned in desert concentration 
camps. Although tragedy strikes each of them, the 
same spirit and strength that brought her to 
America enable Hana to survive.

This poignant story, told with sensitivity and 
warmth by Yoshiko Uchida, a much-published 
West Coast Japanese American author, provides 
new insights into the hearts and minds of the ear­
ly Japanese women immigrants and their vital role 
in the Japanese American experience.

Y o sh ik o  U chida was born in Alameda, California, 
and grew up in Berkeley, where she still lives. She 
was graduated with honors from the University of 
California with a bachelor of arts degree in English, 
philosophy, and history, and has a masters degree 
in education from Smith College, where she was
awarded a graduate fellowship.

Like the individuals who populate this book, 
Yoshiko Uchida experienced the alienation and re­
jection felt by many Japanese Americans. During 
World War II, she and her family were among the 
thousands of Japanese taken from their homes and 
incarcerated by the government. The family lived 

first in a horse stall at Tanforan Race Track, and then 
in a barracks at Topaz, the bleak concentration 

camp in the Utah desert wasteland.
The author has had young adult as well as 

adult fiction and non-fiction published; Journey to 
Topaz, (an American Library Association Notable 
Book) and Desert Exile (University of Washington 
Press) are two of her more than twenty-five pub­

lished titles.
O f her recent work, she says, "I hope to give 

young Asians a sense of their past and to reinforce 
their self-esteem and self-knowledge. At the same 
time, I want to dispel the stereotypic image still held 
by many non-Asians about the Japanese by writing 

about them as real people."

Northland Press
A J U S T I N  C O M P A N Y

Cwer design: David Jenney





April 18, 1988 
Dear Kay:
Laura Yorke callad me Friday to read me your wonderful letter, 
and 1 can't thank you enough for your kind and generous words 
about PICTURE BRIDE. We arc both so grateful, and feel we don't 
want to impose any further on you for still another letter.
I also appreciate so much your lovely letter to me which arrived 
Saturday. I feel chagrined to have taken up so much of your 
time and energy when you are having difficulty with cataracts.
It must have been a terrible chore to read the book under time 
constraints and I'm so sorry to have placed this added burden 
on you at this time.
Your wonderfully encouraging words mean so much to me, however, 
and I know Laura appreciated your gracious help as much as I. 
I'd like you to have a hardcover copy of rov book, so will send

I'm also delighted to know that you'd like your grandchildren 
to read my books. I'll enclose a list of. what's available,
I would dearly love to get together some day to commiseratei 
Do let me know when you feel up to a visit. I seem to fade 
with the sun, but can get around fairly well in the mornings.
In the meantime, I hope all goes well with your cataract surgery, 
and please take very good care of yourself.
With gratitude and much affection,
Fondly,

(HD <2$m  tff^o A Q d T



flftiL ff,
MHS

JfâAÿ’ ko -

* *  writ;*, " t  V » -  *>• M j  * < J l* r 's, & y k ,

U U f «  sU Uo UUt. m M ' J k , y W  «et.

iU u  ^  "“i" ,'t u  W/
f" ^ ^  ' sU ,s Ufc ^

J L  ^ iu  ker p c u J 'y Ui - £ U U J '
K oaj/  *¿>h¿ <** "k> *-*tuJ "b) Y « ^  uj*r*A<uT

a « ,   ̂ ds£h£Ĵ >̂r ^  ̂ JÛ1
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May S, 1933

□ear Kays
Thank you so much For taking your precious time 
and energy to send me Or. Hirschberg’s name and 
address. I do appreciate it!
I was so surprised and delighted to receive your*?! 
call last week, I don’t think I thanked you properly 
For sending such a lovely quote For PICTURE BRIDE 
It will truly be an honor and privilege to have 
your kind words on the cover oF the trade paper­
back edition and I do thank you so much.
I do hope Future charts oF your heart beats will 
be as steady and strong as the second one on your 
letter.
Stay well!
AFFactionately,
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Kay Boyle
41 Yosemite Avenue 

Oakland, California 94611



August 9, 1988

Dear Kay:
It was good to hear from you, but I am so very sorry that there 
have been so many tragedies in your life of late. How sad to 
lose your grandson so soon after your dear daughter. My heart 
is heavy for you and I send you many loving thoughts. I'm glad 
your granddaughter was with you for a while. You must have been 
a great comfort to each other.
Kay, I didn't understand when you wrote that you were sorry 
for the delay in sending me some ancient stories, as you had 
not mentioned them before and I was not expecting anything .
Perhaps it was someone else who is waiting for them. In any 
case, I want to set your mind at ease and let you know I am 
not expecting any stories from you.
My doctor has made some new discoveries about my condition.
(A combination of thyroiditis, over active immune system and 
a systemic Candida infection.) So now I am taking some 
medication and am on a very restricted diet. It's not easy, 
but I'm glad to know at last what is wrong with me and be able 
to take some action.
I do hope you are in better health now and taking good care 
of yourself.
Affectionately,

P.S. Please excuse the business-like appearance of this letter, 
but it is easier for me to type than to write long hand.
I'm so pleased your great-grandchildren liked my books.
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August 18, 1988

Dear Kay:
1 was so delighted to receive your beautiful collection of short 
stories I It is such a privilege and joy to have an autographed 
copy of LIFE BEING THE BEST & OTHER STORIES, and I can*t tell 
you how much I appreciate your thought of me. I shall cherish 
the book always, as I do your friendship.
As soon as the book arrived, I sat outside on my small patio 
and read the fine introduction, which told me more about your 
life, and then read the first story. It was so achingly 
beautiful, I immediately reread it, and it haunts me still.
I am eager to read the remaining stories, but am going to savour 
one each afternoon to prolong the pleasure over the next few 
days.
I seem to need much sustenance these days, and I send my warmest 
thanks, dear Kay, for providing me with a feast for my soul.
Do take good care of yourself, and I shall try to do the same.
Fondly,

P.S. How lovely that Northpoint will be publishing your
Selected Essays next month. That is surely an event we 
shall all anticipate with great joy.



September 7, 1988

Dear Kay:
I was so delighted to see your name in Sunday’s Chronicle among 
the women to be honored this month. You are so deserving of 
every honor that can be bestowed, and I do hope you’re feeling 
well enough to‘attend the event. Congratulations!
I also have a business question: I wonder if by any chance 
you have, or know of, a good tax consultant in the East Bay,who 
is familiar with writers* problems?
And, I wonder if you know Michael D. Rothschild, an Oakland 
tax consultant, whose article re taxes appeared in a recent 
issue of Poets And Writers?
I'm in need of a good tax accountant this year after a bad 
experience with an incompetent person last year - especially 
if we have to contend with the new IRS complications. May I 
ask you to let me know on the enclosed post card? Or if it 
is easier for you, please just call me.
I do hope you're feeling better these days, Kay. I'm still 
having ups and downs, but am trying hard to get better.
Your collection of short stories have given me so much enjoy­ment and I think of you often.
Affectionately,





Kay -'Boy lo
T h o cRodWoods *2306 

40 Qamino^jMto 
JsA ill Valloy, CA 94941

October 31, 1989

Ms. Yoshiko Uchida
1685 Solano Avenue, No. 102
Berkeley, CA 94707
Dear Yoshiko:
I am assisting Kay Boyle in her writing and correspondence, 
so I hope you will forgive her for not writing this letter 
personally, but her thoughts through me.
Kay very much enjoyed hearing from you and thanks you for 
your warm thoughts. She made it through the earthquake 
with no damage to belongings or person, and does hope that 
you did not suffer any serious damage from the occurrence.
Her health is good, however, she recently did suffer a 
heart attack but, being the person she is, continues to be 
more active than most thirty year-olds I know. Kay has 
recently moved from Oakland to an active retirement 
residence in Mill Valley, Marin County, where she finds the 
atmosphere such that she has gotten more writing done in 
the past four months than in two years in Oakland!
Again, please forgive Kay for not responding personally, 
and please do keep in touch, she does enjoy hearing from 
you.
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November 30, 1991

My very dear Kay:
How happy I was to see your own handwriting on the envelope 
and your dear letter, for that told me you were well enough 
to write yourself. And I was further heartened to hear that 
you are working on an article on contemporary novels. What 
an honor it is to hear you want to mention PICTURE BRIDE 
in your piecei

I fear I never received your letter telling me that someone 
had permanently borrowed your copy of my book, for I surely 
would have replaced it immediately. I will do so now just as 
soon as I can get to the post office, and I will also send you 
a copy of my new memoir for young people, THE INVISIBLE THREAD. 
Perhaps you might want to pass it on to on© of your grand­
children.

You are very dear to offer to send me BEING GENIUSES TOGETHER 
as well as your poetry collection. Please don't do it, however, 
if it will cause you any undue effort for I want you to take 
very good care of yourself.

I was moved almost to tears to hear that you want your friend's 
baby to have my name. What a lovely, dear gesture,and such 
an honor for me to have you choose ray name. I haven't had 
any children named after me yet, and I can't tell you how 
thrilled and happy I am. I would love to send my namesake one 
of my books, should your friends decide to use my name.
Thank you so much for this beautiful expression of your 
friendship to me.

I am typing this letter as I thought it would be easier for 
you to read than my scribbling. And I will type below ray name



and address in bold face so you can read it clearly.
Yoshiko Uchida
1685 Solano Ave., #102
Berkeley, CA. 94707

1*11 write you again soon, but in the meantime, please know 
I send you warm loving wishes and deepest thanks for all your 
kind thoughts of me.

With fondest wishes and love,



and address in bold face so you can read it clearly.
Ycahiko Uchida
1685 Solano Ave., #102
Berkeley, CA. 94707

I‘11 write you again soon, but in the meantime, please know 
I send you warm loving wishes and deepest thanks for all your 
kind thoughts of me.

With fondest wishes and love,
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The simple but tasteful design upon this card was originally sketched by Jacob Bear 
Dog to help him provide for his livelihood. Through its present sale his art work now 
helps provide an educational opportunity for the children of the Rosebud Sioux.
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PIERRE AUGUSTE RENOIR (1841-1919)
The Luncheon o f the Boating Party 1881

Oil on canvas 51 x  68 
H ie Phillips Collection, Washington, D.C.



The design on this card was drawn by Ann Adams, 
a polio patient, who prior to her illness was an 
artist. Through perseverance, she trained herself to 
draw by holding a pencil between her teeth. Each 
original drawing takes up to two months to complete.

ANN ADAMS
13880 MANDARIN ROAD Y  C  Y

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32223
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H aiku ” and “ P erfo rm an ce P o etry  Bastici?»»«
6602. fe lli £b f3 p  ■ fj

K A Y  B O Y L E  W R O TE m uch o f h e r àw ard-w in- ;  ; 
n ing  fic tio n  fro m  h e r F re d e rick  S tree t hom e in  San 
Fra n c isco , but few  aw ards have been as la rg e  as th e  
Lan n an  Foundation ’s re cen t $35,000 p rize  fo r out* ■ 
standing lite ra ry  achievem ent» w h ich  she re ce ive d . ^ -

Wr San F ran cisco  poet George Evan s and M alibu po- / 
et P ete r L e v itt have won Lan n an  lite ra ry  fe llo w sh ip s»^  
and o ther w in n ers in c lu d e  Jo h n  B e rg e r (fic tio n ), C id  ^ 

I  Corm an (poetry) and W end ell B e rry  (no n fictio n ). T h è  . ’ 
|  new  aw ards program  by th e  Lo s Angeles-based Lan- i  ; 
|  nan Foundation o ffe rs  a to tal program  com m itm ent 
IjO f $210^000fo r 1989. ... y":;
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