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Tom Shibutani

Coal Crew Meeting of Block 4

The resident of the block assembled at 7:30 at the re-
quest of the block manager, Ralph Shinbo. MlMost of the peo-
ple there were Issel men although a few Kibeis were present.
There were only three women present in the audience. Shin-
bo started the meeting by stating that there was not enough
workers to taske the coal from the cars to the respective
blocks. He said that thnere were 70 box cars with 56,000
tons of coal to be unloaded. Each block had been asked by
tue administration to take turns in unloading. According
to Shinbo, three men from each block were to work from 7300
p.m. to mlanight and after some time off for meal to work
till 4:00 a.m. in the morning. He stated that the reason
the work had to be done at nigiut was that there were not
enough trucks and that those available were all in use dur-
ing the day. He promised that clothing will be furnished;
pants, shirts, gloves, cover-alls, denim Jjackets, and shoes
would be provided by the W.R.A. The men were to use them,
and the women of the same household were to wash them 80
that the workers of the following night could use the same
clothings. Shinbo stated further that there were only 33
trucks, and therefore, some blocks would have to work toge-
ther. He salid that the work had to be done by hand and that
all men that volunteer would be excused on the following day
from their regular job.

At this point some Issel in the audience objected in a
very large volce, "Elght hours is too long}"

To this Shinbo replied, "The office decided the hours.
I had nothing to do with it,"

Mr, Sakurada then rose and took the floor. He stated,
"We didn't come here to this camp because we wanted to. We
were brought here against our will. Eight hours 1s too long
to work. Before this the coal workers were putiing in only
iour hours a day. Why do we have to put in eight hours at
night? Why couldn't we do the work in two shifts of four
hours each and use six men? You block managers are no good,
1 am told that there had been no written orders irom the of-
fice. Is it true that what we unload is all that we get for
the block?"

Shinbo was stunned temporarily, but he retorted, "Do you
want ©o haul coal or don't you?"

AU [irst there were sharp re.lies of "no", but gradually
after a slight perlod of murmur, everyone said "yes", Shinbo




then went on tec explain that the coal workers that had been
working for four hours for twelve dollars a month had all
quit. A Nisel rose and asked why the Caucaslans should not
be made to haul coal., LHe added furtlier that he did not come
to Tule Lake volunteerily, that he had been given very poor
food, and that the Caucasians were asking for too much.

Mr. Nakano then rose. He stated, "Why don't we get
three 'keto! and let them work for eight hours? 1 don't
like these regulations of the use of trucks. 1 think the
blocks have certain rights to declde how they're going to
unload coal for their own use. HKather tiien working with
some other blocks, 1t would be better for us to take turn
and each block work every other night with six men each.”

To this Shinbo replied that there were only four goed
dump trucks and that 1t was a matter of first come first
served.

Mr. Sskurada rose agaln and stated that the Japanese
were too short and too weak to throw the coal over the side
of the car. "Everyone should have dump trucks," he declared.
He went on to say that 1t was the same old story. "When we
first came here, they told us not to take all the wood and
the coal becausc more would be comlng later; then they not
only didn't give us any more wood, but they even split up
gsome that we had. Why are these 'ketos' diiferent? Coal
workers that are paid whould do the work. We didn't come
here to work. These 'hakujins' are 'bakatare'. That 1s whay
we are losing this war."

Shinbo replied, "It will be harder work to get more coal
later on. The winter 1s going to be cold and we will have to
get our own, The W.K.A. has to pay rent for the tracks, and
unless we unload the coal, it will be a loss not only to the
W.R.A. but also to the people of the camp. It 1s too late
now to figure out any new procedure. The office wants us to
haul coal, and if we want the coal, we have to go."

To this Sakurasda retorted, "Why isn't the administration
more delinite? You block managers are too lazy. All you do
i1s take orders irom people who don't know anything. That
means you managers are 'baka'."

Varlous other questions were ralsed ln rapid succession.
"Why don't we get more cars? Four dump trucks a night is
not enougii, Why don't we use one car for one night with ma-
ny men and emply one box car? Why don't we use ten trucks
and get 1t all done? A truck takes about two tons and we
can finish in one night. Why don't the block managers take
the responsibility and declde? We will use our -own drivers.
Why do we have to worry about regular truck drivers? Why
not devise a better system? The engineers should figure out
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a way and make an elevator. There are other dump trucks but
they have no drivers.”

The discussion went on and on until after 10:00, and
after a heady session, it was decided that nothing would be
done, but many of the Isseis and many of the young people
ielt that in splte of the dlsagreements the work had to be
done. The winter would be very cold, and if there was no
otier way of getting coal, volunteers hed to go. Many of
the young men expressed thelr wlllingness to volunteer. Shin-
bo was very definitely blamed by the block people for obeying
tiie adminlistration so well,

After the meetlng, several groups of seven to ten people
galhered in varlous parts of the block to discuss the problem.
Unly few of the men were objecting presumptiously, but it was
quite evident that no one was happy about this situation.

(Check with the Tule Lake Dispatch, late August or early
Seplember issue, for the officiaml announcements. )




Fleld Notes

Tule Lake
October 30, 1942
Tom Shibutanl

J.A.C.L. Meeting

The group began to gather about a half hour late, and
most of the people present were older Niselis., It would
seem that the average sge was much over twenty-five. The
chiairman, Henry Taketa, ofilclally opened the meetling and
announced very bluntly that the purpose of the meeting was
to get all the J.A.C.L. representatives who had gathered
irom all points in Tule Lake, They were gathered, one, to
select two delegates to send to the natlional convention in
Salt Lake, and two, to discuss the possibllities of draft
or volunteering for tihe Niseis. Taketa announced furtner
thiat Walter Tsukamoto. and Tom Yegoc nhad been selected by the
Naticnal J.A.C.L. to represent Tule Lake, OSlince Yego was
away in Idaho, Tsukamoto was called upon to speak.

He stated that he did not know how much had been accom-
plished by the National J.A.C.L. He knew that the ten relo-
cation areas were to send two delegates, each to discuss
various problems. The first of these problems was of reset-
tlement.

Tsukamoto declsred that nothing had been done by the
United States Employment Service to find jobs for the Nisels
but that lr. Inagakl of the J.A.C.L. nhad been dolng his work
along that line. All that the United States Employment Ser-
vice did was to get beet fleld workers. Tne J.A.C.L. was
doing everything possible to take care of those that were
already out. Idaho was a good place but Montana was terrible.

Tsukamoto then stated that although he was selected,
he would prefer to have the delegates elected. Le then went
on to discuss selective service.

According to Tsukamoto, when the draft was stopped at
the time of tne evacuation, the J.A.C.L. felt tnat 1t was
unfalr that our eligible young men should not be eble to
serve just like any other American. "The guestion now is,
do Nisels want to volunteer or do they want to be drafted?
The Nlsels may be bitter, but volunteering would indicate
our loyalty to our country. This is really a great privi-
lege because no one else 1s being able to volunteer; further-
more, if we volunteer, we will be able to select our own
arm of the armed forces."

"The conference is set for November 17," he went on.
"1f we are to attend, Lhe Paciflc Nortuwest should be re-
presented, and that ls why the delegates should be elected.
The expense, train fare, hotel, and meals, must be pald.
The traln fare costs $51.90. low are we golng to raise the




money? 1 assure you that the delegates are not going to
have a good time."

For some time there was a discussion about the elect-
ion of delegates, and it was declded that there should be
one irom the Nortiwest and one from California. It was
decided that Tom Yego should be a delegate from Idaho and
that Walter Tsukamoto should represent the Californians in
Tule Lake. At this point chairman Taketa called for a ten
minutes recess.

When the group reconvened at the end of about twenty
minutes, the Northwest chapter declded to select Ted Nake-
mura. He was referred to as a "block-head", and thls led
to considerable laughter. When some guestion was raised
about the fellows of the J.A.C.L. members who were not pre-
sent, chalrman Teketa replied, "We don't have to worry about
the opinions of those who are not nere since they were not
interested enough to come,"

Tsukkamoto asked for the election for a California de-
legate, but no one pald any attention to him. He was rail-
roaded through as a representative. When he announced that
the expense for the ten days would amount to #120.00 per
delegale, there were many groans.

At this point Dr. Goro Muramoto of the Sacramento chap-
ter stated, "Since the delegates represent all the Niseis
nere, all of the chapters should finance the trip., The Sac-
ramento chapter ls willing to shell out. I think we should
agk for donations, and if we do not get enough, the various
chapters should be called upon to take up the difference.

A Northwest delegate rose and stated, "Since we should
nave a Tule Lake chapter instead of the original sections,
the whole group should pay."

To tuls Taketa repliea, "The Tule Lake group nad not
been formed yet, so the individual chapter would have to pay.

lir. Komure then rose and stated, "The J.A.C.L. 1s not
highly respected. How about all of us getting together and
gell the J.A.C.L. to all the Niseis?"

Henry Taketa then suggested that each chapter select
two delegates and have an executlive meeting. He stated that
the Sacramento chapter was wllling to pay all of Tsukamoto's
expenses. A motion was made and seconded to the effect that
the various chapters start taking steps toward consolidation.
Dr. Muramoto objected that there was not enouga time. A girl
suggested golng to the people for more money, but Taketa said,
"No". George Takahashi, also from Sacramento, asked how many
chapters had money which was assessable. Taketa then stated
that the J.A.C.L. had sufficient recognitions from federal




agencies to pet co-operatlon. He said that it was not ne-
cessary to pay the expenses of the Caucaslan escort,

Dr. Muramoto stated sgain that he wanted to know how
much each chapter was willing to volunteer, so that tuere
would be no kiclk-back about the size and so forth. He then
stated tuat the Sacramento chepter will pay out the amount
thal was lackling.

A man representing the Delta chapter stated that most
of his chapter was 1ln Colorasdo, anu therefore, he was help-
less to give ald. A Y.S5.F. delegate stated that hali of
his chapte: was ln Colorade, and he had written to them.
The White River delegate sald that almost all of his mem-
bers were.in Tule Lake and that they would pay. The Wood
hiver delegate also sald that his chaptler would pay. A
representative from Placer that unave all of nhis group was
aiiirmative than the otners. With full co-operation to pay,
thie whole matter was left iln the hands of the delegates,
and the meeting would be called soon to declde what was to
be done. A Tacoms man rose and sald that his chapter could
stand an assessment,

4 man rose Ifrom the audlence to maeke an amendment to
the effect that esch chapter should donate since time was
‘too short for any consolidatlon. The man who first made
the motion renewed his original motion, and the matter was
called to a vote. Everyone was in confuslon end no one knew
woat he was voting for. Someone stated that he did not make
a wotion, and he was asked to make one to tne effect that
each chapter hold a meeting to dscide how much was to be do-
nated. Lr. Muramoto rose and said that each chapter should
aonate as much as they wanted to and that the ex enses should
be pald on a voluntary basis. He was called out of order by
the chairman snd asked how anyone would be able to find out
what the declislon was. Dr, Muramoto steted that tne chapters
could reyort vack to the temporary chnalrmen. A man sitting
in {ront yelled in a large voice thet if a big camp-wlde
JeA.C.L. could be formed, the group as a whole could donate.
Drr. Muramoto restated his motion tnat the money was to be
paid to chairman Taketa by Novewber 10, ana this motion was
seconded end carried.

man in the audience rose and asked winether the question was
ralsed first by the army or by the J.A.C.L. Taketa replied
that the army robably brought up the subject but that he did
not know. The man tihen asked why the Nisels were 4-C. To
this Tsukamoto replied that all 1-A Nlisels were classified

as 4-C to prevent thelr immedliate induction into the army.

If tihe army decides to take the Nisels, the 4-C will be given
new numbers and will be regarded, shuffled and will be called
upon to serve. According to Tsukamoto, the 4-C classifica-
tlon was put in solely for the purpose of ellmlnating any er-

Then the subject of military service came up again. A
sl




rors. Several silly questions came up irom the floor. Fi-
nally Yoneo Suzuki rose and asked, "If others weren't to vo-
lunteer, why should the Nisels volunteer?"

To this Tsukamoto replied, "Just to prove our loyalty."

Suzuki went on, "If we are not treated like other Amer-
icans, then asking for volunteers would be toc much.®

Tsulktamoto replied that the Nisels were behind in provi-
ding. soldiers and ought to f£ill in. "If, as Suzukl sald, we
look at it from a suspleclous angle, ali right; if we want to
look at it from a bonefide angle, all right. The HNiseis won't
et all choices In volunteering because some branclies are
¢closeds We could expect these things in logical terms. The
Chhiinese are colored people and get the same treztment, al-
though Chine 18 an ally. We are denled certain privileges
\itallics mine) because of ancestry., We must admit, though,
that our law is not as bad as the negroes', although we were
interned."

George Takanashi asked, "Are the J.A.C.L. trying to force
the Nisei men into the army?"

Tsukemoto replied, "You don't know, men. Many young men
are willing to serve, regardless of discriminatiocn,”

Susumu hayasihl then suggesied that the J.A.C.L. gather
a house L0 house ballot in the center anu 1ln the beet field
and Iind out how the Nisels really felt. The chalrman and
the audlence agrecd that this was hard to do. Then one man
rose and proposed that tne councllmen gather tae opinion of
hle block people, Taketa stated that the J.A.C.L. t to
get the opinion. Another man from the audience and declared
that if few will go into the army and make a good showing,
then the way will be open to the others.

At tihis point Joun Tanikawa, a veteran of the first
worla war, askeu, "What are the Nisels dolng in the army now?
i hear iluuat they: are dolng pick and shovel work. I think
that if they use the Niseis in combat dut;, then we should
volunteer, but if not, the 'hell' with it. I think 1t all
depends on what they will use us for."l

Varlous peoyle rose from the audience and stated that
the Niselis were belng used as gardener, diten digger, and or-
dinary toilet work by the army. A Northwest man stated that
he had & brotuaer in tihe army who was taken off the combat du-
Ly and put Into gardening work but that he still felt desti-
tute, and as Americen citizen, they should serve snyway. This
remar< wae i1ollowed by an aypulause.

lianikawa later volunteered ior combat duty.




Tsukamoto then stated that one of the salvation of the
Nisels and the Issels is a good record now.

The discussion turned to the subject of tne formation
of a project-wide J.A.C.L., and the questlion was whether
each chapter was to maintain its identity or whether the
- whole group wa: to be submerged to one organization. Chair-
man Taketa sald that a letter nad been sent regards to all
chapters, but tuere was no reply from national headquarters.

A Northwest delegate rose at this point and sald, "The
Portland, Oregon claims that Isseis rule the Camp; there-
fore, the J.A.C.L. ought to get together and regresent the
Nisels and avold criticism from the outside,"

A lMarysville man suggested that local chag.ters keep
thelr ldentity and there be a district council for the whole
camp. A Northwest man objected that while some chapters
have enough members to keep their identity, others have been
Separated, and there are other J.A.C.L. members who have
drifted from other centers to joln their relatives. "These
people are not members of any chapter; tuerefore, the whole
group should unite," he argued.

George Takahashl then ralsed a questlon about certain
comblnations in a united chapter, especially with reference
to the various treasuries. A Northwest man rose and saild,
"How about starting all over again? This is one community;
we are all togetler, so we should unite,"

A Delta man added, "We should start anew and get every
possible man."

A Wood hlver delegate added, "We should get some with
the backing of the entire commnity and passing out the
word as the smartest union,"

Tsukamoto declared, "Each center may organize in any
way they like. I think we should have one central organi-
zatlon. We should induce more new lesdeis to take import-
ant roles. On the outside there were men who could not
serve because they were so busy with their occupation,

Here we all have time to serve., The J.A.C.L. ls an organi-
zation for service and not ior personal gain., The motto
of the J.A.,C.L. is '"Charity Through Unity'."

Various questions rose to the actual mechanism of a
camp-wlde organlzation., A Tacoma man rose and stated that
the people in his chapters lived on the opposlte end of the
camp, and they will not go from one end to the other, even
if they did. The boys may as well not attend. Taketa re-
plied that it was the same with the Sacramento chapter.
Tsukamoto sald, fiowever, that when constitutional committee
1s set up, all of the chapiers would have to help, He sug-




gested further that some J.A.C.L. members should be selected
from the floor to help on the commlttee and thus make every-
thing more rapid., A Northwest man seld that there would be
another meeting on the 1l0th since the problem of donation
would come up and that this other matter should be taken up
at the gsame time. It was declded that the general assembl
would meet agasin on the l2th of November, %hls was put inzo
a form of a motion and was passed.

The next subject of discussion was absentee ballots.
After a brief sales talk on the Paciflic Citlzen, Tsukamoto
went on to gaoy ‘that one of the difficulties of the united
chapters was the questlion of dues, He sald that everyone
waes having difficultles and that it would be difficult to
ask for money. He felt, therefore, that the collectlion should
be subscription to the Paciflic C€Citizen. He felt that the
other work such. ag relocation of students could be financed
from other sources. §2.50 a year, he felt, was too high and
that he thought an altérnative of 50/ a year could be set
up. Slnce there was no sense of everyone in the family ta-
king the Pacific Citizen, one person could pay the full fee
and the others could be assocliate members. He went on to
say that the cards used as ldentification of the members cost
the J.A.C,L. about a 33¢ each; the remalnder of the money
was used by the natlonal commlttee for the various conventions;
it may be necessary to ralse the price to meet the new and
large exgenses. A Northwest man suggested that the coples
of the Paclfic Citlizen be sent to friends at home to help
both the J.A.C.L. and the Nisels.

Tsukamoto then stated that the J.A.C.L. will lean on
religious organizatlions to help in relocation. The J.A.C.L.
duties were to explain to the people the causes of the Nisels.
He bomsted of a case of the J.A.C.L. representative giving
such a goed Impression in the outside community that others
were able to resettle in large number., He declared that the
permanence of resettlement will depend on the first group,
and tne chance of staying in the midwest was better than go-
ing back to California, for the economic problems are not
g0 great. "Investigators found that the outside was infested
by economic pressure group. There may be a lot of truth in
that," concluded Tsukamoto.

Joun Tanikawa then stated, "California wants to get rid
of us. We moved with understanding that we would be able
to go back home. We know now that the states assisted the
W.R.A. projects on the understanding that Callfornla Japanese
will not be cdumped there. 8o our future looks very hard."

Others added that it would be hard to go back home if
everyone was dlssolute. Tsuksmoto added that even 1f there
were no law agalnst golng back, it would be hard anyway.

Some one suggested consulting the "wogjea board", and




there was a big laugh. Another man in the audience stated
that many people would not be able to go home even with free-
dom. He wished to know how much assistance the government
could give in resettlement; he wished to know what the preda-
tory letters of the W.R.A. were, He was very blunt and seemed
very resentful. He sald further that 1f the government could
give them some hope, everyone would be willing to work harder.
He asked finally, "What assurance do we have that the feeling
against us will die down?t"

To thls Tsukamoto replied, "That is what Lhappened after
the last war. It is up to us to be accepted as American ci-
tizen and not along racial line. If the Niseis want the J.A.-
C.L. to ask f or anything, they must behave so that those who
ask snoula not be embarrassed.

One man in the audience asked that the delegates contact
various professional socletles and tell them how the Niseis
were belng treated. He stated further that a letter which he
received indicated that the person wrlting had no knowledge
of the evacuation. There was a wotion to adjourn at this
point, but no one spoke, but everyone was so tlired that they
got up and left.




Field ngtes '  Registration
Tule Lake

Shibutani Voluhiteer Q uestion

Fébruarx 9

Issel gathered in the men's latrine in block 16 (a.m.). The
discussion was about the volunteeringz of the Nisei, All of the group
of about ten Issel were angered. They placed the entire blame on
the JsA 4C4Le The contention was that the J. A,C,L., had asked for
the privilege of volunteering in Salt Lake City. "They say that
those who die in action get $10,000. Who wants $10,000%"

Iunch at mess hall 4. General tenor of the conversation. The
U,S5s is getting to be a hell of a place. At one time everyone thought
1t was good but now they are just doing everything to hold the
colored people downes One older Issel remarked, "we were told when
we came here that thils was a semi-permanent home. Now it is only
6 months, and they are telling us to get out. What is this anyway?
It is foolish to volunteer, slthough if one 1s drafted there is not
mich that can be dones ;

Social welfare office (made headquarters for interviewing volun=
teers)--staff almost entire of Nisel women, BHveryone was thrilled
that the soldlers were coming tomorrow, The talk was that there
was to be four fnterview centors and theepe were to be three Cau-
casians and one Nisel, Everyone wanted the Nisei sergeant, The
conversation soon changed to the serious question of volunteers.

Vhat would happen to the women? Would they all have to go out to
be domestics? Vhat if one's boy fiiehd refuses to volunteer? WouX
that mean that he would be deported after the war.

Later in the afternoon=-at the home of lrs. Aoki., Several
Klbel were discussing the volunteer i1ssue. "I hear that Tsukamoto
bastard is going to volunteer. I think he had better go after
causing us all this trouble., Now he puts us on t'e spot. L think
he ought to go to die for his country,"

lisscellaneous comments (plcked up during course of the day):

l. One old Issel leader (60, from Sacramento) advised the field
worker, "Don't have anything to do with Tsukemoto now because
he 1s in bad with everyone., I lmow that you have to deal with
him in your department (soclal welfare), but aveid him in publie,”
2e Libera% Nisei: "All~Nisei batallion. Irlell, I'1ll walt for the
draft.
S« 0ld Issei (bloek 4, Washington), "We have nothing to say about
matters regarding the government. Let them decide,"
4, 0Old Issei (block 4, California), "I hear that 800 have volunteered."
5¢ Ulder Nisei woman ( ried to +ssei): "I hear that Kido was
beaten up again at P oston,"




Fleld Notes
Tule Registration

Shibutani
Regatriation Question

February 19, 1943

1. Hide Najima (81, male): "I know a fellow whose girl friend
signed up for repatriation. He saga 'she's half my life, so
I may as well sign up too,! Gee, I think he's crazy."

liary Nomura (23, female) "I¥e been there in Japan and I know
that I don't want to go back, My parents just don't understand,
Until now they've always said that I should be an American, Ny
father's in the American Legion and he is an American ecitizen.

I think it's because everybody 1s so cemzy now,"

Suml X (19, female, lived in block 42) "Ny parents are 1like all
the other issei. They're just crazy,"

lirs, Akamatsu (midldle-aged Nisei married to ‘ssel): "I lmow a
girl who had to go repatriate because her husband's parents didn't
want him in the Army, She doesn't have dual-citizenship either,
She just cries and cries, but it is too late."

Pad of paper with doodling on Sumi (3) 's desk, "thy do so
many regilster for repatriation. We're between the devil and
the deep blue sea." ©Sumi was sitting alone for some time and
then left to go buy some ice ecream, The worlker hapvened %o
glance at the pad and found the above quotations She was in
a terrible conflict with her parents (her sweetheart is in the
UsSs Army and her perents wanted her to repatriate),

Teruko (see document 9): "I don't know what to do, I'm going
to walt to see what everybody else does and do the sams thing,"

Yarch 6, 1943

1+ %he Kibei in the C,0,C. camp refuse to speak English so a transge
lator had to be taken in, The boys are really giving Jacoby a
bad time. (common talk in camp)

2+ The boys in camp are getting on a cup of coffeee and beans twice
a day, at 9 and 4,




Field Notes
Topaz
Shibutani

April 5, 1943

1, Rumor (information from verious Issei to whom I spoke very
informally):

Now that the registration has shown the government that
many of the people in the centers are not entirely loyal,
all of the people now in the cemters will be moved to
Poston and Gila and camps like Topaz are going to be used
to house the wounded veterans of this war, Many of the
Nisel are to be released and the others will have to go
to Arizona,

Comment?: douph if rumor widespread thoughout the camp. Fro-
bably taken by everyone with a grain of salt.,

2+ B ig news in the camp.

Chiura Obata hit by crowbar on April 3 as he was coming
back from his shower., He fought off his assailant and
since he did not wish to shock his wife, he walked by
himself to the hospital, He lost much blood, Stories
all agreed that he had some stitches taken, but the num=-
b er of stitches allegedly taken ranged from 2 to 18,
Feeling was that the beating had nothing to do with the
reglstration duking which Obata did take a definite stand,
Reasons given by both Bob Iki and Jimmy Hirano (both
leaders of the commnity but disagreed on most points):
1) Ob&ta had too many enemies, His attitude of
superiority was sufficient to make people angry.
2) Ob&sa was mized up in politics
3) lrs. Ubata was always stealing methods of flower
arrangemtnt and taking credit for it.

On April 22, 1943, Bob Iki (in Chicago) gave this reason,
Obata was carry on an affalr with a widow, and her
other suitor didn't like it. He was the man who hit hin,

S« Interview with Bob Iki

B ob, Ted Tokuno and Bacon Imai roomed together in Isleton
on the year that Bacon married Teruko. They all worked for
the Emsheer, Alexander and Barsoon Cammery. To get to the
cannery they had to pass through the Aoki ranch. Bacon was
& trucker and lirs, Aokl and Teruko worked in the cannery,
Bacon had an undeveloped penis, He kidnapped her. Ted
had taken out Teruko long before Bacon even lkmew her,

Bacon took Teruko to Reno in Ted's car and the two boys
bawled him out when he returned, lrs. Aoki was not "carzy"
but a normal woman when he lmew her,




ch-210 :
Idyamoto Boe,
Mapust 25, 1945

Jinm Furite has been secon quite often around the Bretheronts
Hostel recontly., On the aftornoon of August 18 he was sitiing
around the lounge of the hostel with two or Three other nisel btalk-
ing about various jJob prospeciss One young fdllow wvho was apparent-
1y interested in finding a well paying job was inquiring about vari-
ous types of work, and Jim chimed in: "If you want a job that pays
well, get into one of those bowerage coupanies,s You gotta work hard,
but those companies pay well," The conversation turmed to job proﬁ-
pects in Now York, and Jim soomed definltely interestod in the infor-
mation that was being passod around, Vere there any opportunities
out thero, ho wanted to lmow, and how was the housing situation?

Ag I observed hin during this conversation, it secomod that he was
mising over the possibility of going out east, but it was quite ap-
parent that he had no intention of making any moves to get out thore.
He just scemed to enjoy thinking and dreamlng about these things,
Finally, he surprised me with a statement that I didn't expect from
hS;m for from his appearsnce I thought of him as one of the rowdy
shallow type of nisel without any sense of romanticlsm, Dut he re=-

merked, "I guess the trouble with me is, I've hitched my wagon to

a star, but that star is So far off that I can't make 16,"
This morning Jim again appeared at the Bretheren's hostel office.

He cornered Ralph Smeltzeor and Virginia Ascke and aslked for help in
getting back to lanamenar, It was evident that neither Relph nor
Virginia had mich patienco with Jim any longer,

Ralph: "that's tho matter now@ I thought had ob, VWhat! -
pened to that?" . o o b

Jim: "Aw, I quit thet Job, I've got to get beck to Manzanar,"

Ralpht "Vhat's the matter with you anywey, Jim? That's the use of
talking about going back to Manzanar? Didn't Mr. Shirrell tell
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you that you eouldn't go back to Menmsnar? Thy do you keep harping
about going baeck to llanzanay vhen you lmow you can't go bael: there?”

(I missed the answer to that question, I was listening in from
the next room, and failed to catch all of the conversation,)

Ralph: "hat did liry Shirrell tell you? Didn't he say that he couldn't
got you back into Manzamar without an okay from Merritt, and that
llerritt wouldn't ckay your return there in all probability? Uhy don's
you forget cbout going back there and settle down to straightening
yourself out hore?

Jimj How can Merritt stop me if I go back thereg Suppose I just
took a train end got to Manzonar, they couldn't stop me from going
into the camp.

Ralph: "Oh, yes, they can, You just forget sbout going back there
and think about finding yourself something to do around heve, (Ralph
left Jim with this remarit,)

Jim: (turning to Virginia) Suppose I went beeck to lonzanar without
saying anything to Shirrell or enyone else, they couldn't stop me
from going into tho center could they?

Virginia: You can't go into lengzenar even if you went out thore un=
lesg Merritt signes an order for zour entry, The thing for you to do
is to sit down and write to lerritt right eaway giving him you ressons
for roturming to linnzenar, and ask for his okay,

Jim: “How sbout the i N's, I hoar they're going back to Manzanar,
How did thoy got vermigsion to go back there?

Virginia: "Thoy'ro going baek on 2 vistor's pass, snd, anyway, they've
got good reasons for gotting back there, (I missed hor sceount of :
the reasons for Nfs return to Mansenawr,)"

Jim: Suppose I went out to Remo and then wrote to ire Nerritt that
1 wanted to get into lionzenaw, laybe that would be botter.

Virginia: "But suppose you went all the way out there and lierritt
told you that you couldn't come in, Thon what would you do? You
write that lotier write away and find out bofore you go out there,.

Coke Shima: (who had ontered in tho moantimo and was listening to +he
conversetion) Sure, you'd better write to Merritt and find oub whethe=
er he'll let you in or not, lonzaner's one of the hardest places

to get inteo, Iven if you got as far as tho gabe, unless you had a
permit to returm frem lerritt, you couldn't get inside tho cax,
Thore's no use rumning all the way out to Reno without the poriait,

Jim: You mean t¢ say they wouldn't lef me in eveun if I got to the
gates os long as I don't havo Meorritt's permission?

Coke: "No Sir, you can't get in without the pormit, 4And, bozides,
you can't get as far as Manzanar without an escort, Nerritt won't
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assign an cscort to you if he doosn't want you backy"”

Jim: "Kay and his wife are going back there, Vhay %ouldn"b he act as
oscort, or have the same escort that takodthom ind

Colkze: "You'ld still hove to have the permit to get through the gate.

I heard of & couple of fellows who were going down from Tule Lake

to Honsenar, , They sent for military pormits to Uravel through The
rostricted zones, and the permit came and it read, "For travel be-
tween lonzense and Tule Lekes" The pormit said "botween” go it didn't
nake any difference which imay direction they were travell 3 it
would have boen different Af it had saeid, "Irom lonsener to Tule Lake,R
but that's not what the permit seld, But when those fellows got down
to Manzanar, the guard wouldn't leot thoso boys in because he under-
stood the permit to moan from Manzemar to Tule Lake, Thoy had to
camp outside the gates for mix hours boilore they got the thing clear-
od up, ond they could get inside the gate,”

Jim: "Yeah, I guess they had a pretty tough time of 1T, didn't they.
that would happen if I went back to San Franciseco”

Colro: "San Francisco?l You can't get into Sem Frauneiscoj; that's in
the restricted zons. If they found you out there, thoy'd throw you
in the juh."

Jim: "Bubt they'd sond me back o Manzaner thon, wouldn't they?"

Coke: "Oh, no, yould stay in the jugs They'd give you a gx-iaon gsen=-
tenee, Thore's a law about that sort of thing, you lmow, :

Virginia: "Jim, you quit being such e baby, and sit dovm and write
that letter to Merritt. You're never going to got anywhere unless
you do something ebout ite"

(A nigei came in with an anmouncoment of a job at decent pay
in a nearby factory,)

Coke: "Here's the man to take that jobe Jim, there's a good soft
job for you, YOu better go out there and apply for that job right
away before somebody olse gets 1ts"

Virginia: "It's no use telling Jim about its Ho won't go after 1t,
He doecsn't want a job, Jim's just absolutely hopelesss

(Jim sat there without corments)
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Aftor lunch a group of nisel were sitting in tho lounge, and
the tallz tarned to Jim FMurita's case, A nigel from lanzanar who
apparontly know Jim from cawp was telling somothing of what he lmew
gbout him,

Ed Hori: "I've poen him aeround hove now and then, but I don't lmow
mich ebout his case, "hat's the matter with himg is he lazy,"

Jim's friend: "He's lazy and he's lonely,"

Ba: "ot was he dolng baek in camp? Didn't he have a job back therel"

Jim's felend: “"He was a policoman, one of the wardens, at Manzanar,
hyy L dontt know, he wes always like that, He took it casy baek
thoro,e

Coke: "A policemen, eh?" (laughtor)

Bd: "Uhy didn't he voluntoer for the army? The army would do a lot
for & guy like that; meko a men out of him, I hear they took
e helf dozon nisel from around here into the srmy the other day,"

Coket "Sure, that's vhere Jim ought to be, Oh, hero he is nov,
Hoy, policoman, I hoar you were a cop down ot lManzanar,”

(Jim omtered without comment, He scemed friendly snd not to
mind the ribbing. Dosplte the obvious atmosphore of disspprovel
divectod toward him, Jim only showed couplaceney to all that was
boing said about him,)

Ed: "Vhy don't you Join the arm. Eill o fow of thoce Nazis; mako
a man out of you, :

Jim: "New, no army lifc for me, Instoad of getting rif of the lasis,
they ought Go get rid of guys like mo first, Yosh, that's what
they ought to dos Sfure, instead of killing IIiLlor they ought to
2111 ¢ w 1iko mo fivst, I'm no good to anybody,”

(Jim made this statomont og 4f ho were making an objeotive ob-
sorvation, After all the others had left, Jim just set around as if
pondering his owvm fatos Ho talked a lii:cie with a young nisei who
was obvicusly youngor than Jim, and the former roplied to him with
epparent condocecension, I wcnderou that anybody would stand for this,)




