
Field Kotes 
Tule Lake 
August 31, 1942 
Tom Shibutani 

** ft  V , 

Goal Grew Meeting of Block 4 

The resident of the block assembled at 7:30 at the re-
quest of the block manager, Ralph Shinbo. Most of the peo -
ple there were Issei men although a few Kibeis were pres ent. 
There were only three women present in the audience. Shi n-
bo started the meeting by stating that there was not en ough 
workers to take the coal from the cars to the respective 
blocks. He said that there were 70 box cars with 56,000 
tons of coal to be unloaded. Each block had been asked b y 
the administration to take turns in unloading. Accordin g" 
to Shinbo, three men from each block were to work from 7:00 
p.m. to midnight and after some time off for meal to work 
till 4:00 a.m. in the morning. He stated that the reason 
the work had to be done at night was that there were not 
enough trucks and that those available were all in use d ur-
ing the day. He promised that clothing will be furnished; 
pants, shirts, gloves, cover-ails, denim jackets, and shoes 
would be provided by the W.R.A. The men were to use them, 
and the women of the same household were to wash them so 
that the workers of the following night coulu use the same 
clothings. Shinbo stated further that there were only 33 
trucks, and therefore, some blocks would have to work to.  e-
ther. He said that the work had to be done by hand and tha t 
all men that volunteer would be excused on the following da y 
from their regular job. 

At this point some Issei in the audience objected in a 
very large voice, "Eight hours is too long!" 

To this Shinbo replied, "The office decided the hours. 
I had nothing to do with it." 

„  M r * Sakurada then rose and took the floor. He stated, 
We didn't come here to this camp because we wanted to. We 

were brought here against our will. Eight hours is too l ong 
to work. Before this the coal workers were putting in on ly 
ioui .ours a day. Why do we have to put in eight hours at 
night? Why couldn't we do the  work  in two shifts of four 
hours each and use six men? You block managers are no go od, 
i a m tola that there had been no written orders from the of-
fice. Is it true that what  we  unload is all that we  i  et for 
the block"?" 

Shinbo was stunned- temporarily, but he retorted, "Do you 
want to haul coal or don't you?" 

At first there were sharp replies of "no", but gradually 
alter a slight period of murmur, everyone said "yes 11. Shinbo 
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then went on to explain that the coal workers that had been 
working for four hours for twelve dollars a month had all 
quit. A Nisei rose and asked why the Caucasians should not 
be maae to haul coal, he added further that he aia not come 
to Tule Lake volunteerily, that he had been given very poo r 
food, and that the Caucasians were askin^ for too much. 

Mr. Bakano then rose. He stated, "Why don't we get 
three 'keto' ana let them work for eight hours? 1 don't 
like these regulations of the use of trucks. 1 think th e 
blocks have certain rights to decide how they're going to 
unload coal for their own use. Rather tuen working with 
some other blocks, it woula be better ior us to take turn 
and each block work every other night with six men each. 

To this Shinbo re^liea that there were only four good 
dump tracks ana tn&t it was a matter of first come first 
serveu. 

¿ir. Sakurada rose again ana stated that the Japanese 
were too short and too weak to throw the coal over the side 
of the car. "Everyone should have dump trucks," he declare d. 
He went on to say that it was the same old story. "When we 
first came here, they tola us not to take all the wood an d 
the coal because more would be coming later; then they n ot 
only didn't give us any more wood, but they even s^lit up 
some that we had. Why are these 'kotos' different? Coa l 
workers that are paid whould ao the work. We didn't come 
here to work. These 'hakujins' are 'bakatare'. 'ihat is why 
we are losing this war." 

Shinbo replied, "It will be harder work to  b et more coal 
later on. The winter is going to be cold and we will have to 
get our  OWL.. The W.K .A.  has to pay rent for the tracks, and 
unless we unload the coal, it will be a loss not only to th e 
W.R.A. but also to the ^eo^le of the camp. It is too late 
now to figure out any new procedure. The office wants us  to 
haul coal, and if we want the coal, we have to go." 

To this Sakuraaa retorted, "Why isn't tne administrat ion 
more definite? You block managers are too lazy. All you do 
is take orders irom ^eople who don't know anything. That 
means you managers are 'baka'." 

Various other questions were raised in rapid succession. 
"Why don't we get more cars? Four dump trucks a ni^ht is 
not enough. Why don't we use one car for one nignt wi th ma-
ny men and empty one box car? Why don't we use ten trucks 
and get it all done? A truck takes about two tons and we 
can flnisn in one night. Why aon't the block managers take 
the responsibility ana aeclae? We will use our own  driver  a. 
Why do we nave to worry about regular truck drivers? Why 
not devise a better system? The engineers should figure out 
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a way and make an elevator. There are other dump truck s but 
they have no drivers." 

The discussion went on and on until alter 1J;00, and 
after a heady session, it was decided that nothing would b e 
done, but many of the Isseis and many of the young people 
ielt that in spite of the disagreements the work had to be 
done. The winter would be very cold, and if there was no 
other way oi getting coal, volunteers xiau to go. Many of 
the youn^ men expressed tneii willingness to volunte er. Shin-
bo was very definitely blamed by the block people for ob eying 
the administration so well. 

After the meeting, several groups of seven to ten peopl e 
gathered in various parts of the block to discuss the pro blem. 
Only few of the men were objecting presumptiously, but it w as 
quite evident that no one was happy about this situation. 

(Check with the lule Lake Dispatch, late August or early 
September issue, for the official announcements.; 
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Field Notes 
Tule Lake 
October 30, 1942 
Tom Shibutani 

J.A.C.L. Meeting 

The group began to gather about a half hour late, and 
most of the people present were older Niseis. It would 
seem that the average age was much over twenty-five. T he 
chairman, Henry Taketa, officially openea the meeting an d 
announced very bluntly that the purpose of the meeting w as 
to get all the J.A.C.L. representatives who had gathered 
irom all points in Tule Lake. They were gathered, one, to 
select two delegates to send to the national conventio n in 
Salt Lake, and two, to discuss the possibilities of draf t 
or volunteering for the Niseis. Taketa announced furth er 
that Walter Tsukamoto and Tom Yego had been selected by th e 
National J.A.C.h. to represent Tule Lake. Since Yego w as 
away in Idaho, Tsukamoto was called upon to speak. 

He stated that he did not know how much had been accom-
plished by the National J.A.C.L. He knew that the ten relo-
cation areas were to send two delegates, each to discuss 
various problems. The first of these problems was of rese t-
tlement. 

Tsukamoto declared that nothing had been done by the 
United States Employment Service to find jobs for the Nis eis 
but that Mr. Inagaki of the J.A.C.L. nad been doing his work 
along that line. All that tne United States Employmen t Ser-
vice did was to get beet field workers. Tne J.A.C.L. was 
doing everything possible to take care of those that were 
already out. Idaho was a goou place bu.t Montana was terribl e. 

Tsukamoto then stated that although he was selected, 
he would prefer to have the delegates elected. He then went 
on to discuss selective service. 

According to Tsukamoto, when the draft was stopped at 
tne time of the evacuation, the J.A.C.L. felt tnat it was 
unfair that our eligible young men should not be able to 
serve  just like any other American. "The question now is, 
do Niseis want to volunteer or do the^ want to be drafted? 
The Niseis may be bitter, but volunteering wo^la indicat e 
our loyalty to our country. This is really a  b reat privi-
lege because no one else is bein& able to volunteer; fu rther-
more, if we volunteer, we will be able to select our own 
arm 01 the armed forces." 

MThe conference is set for November 17," he went on. 
"if we are to attend, the Pacific Northwest should be re-
presented, and tnat is why the delegates should be electe d. 
The expense, train fare, hotel, and meals, must be ^aid. 
The train fare costs |>51.J0. How are we ^oin^ to raise th e 
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money? I assure you that the delegates are not going to 
have a good time." 

For some time there was a discussion about the elect-
ion of delegates, ana it was decided that there should b e 
one irom the Northwest and one from California. It was 
decided that Tom Yego should be a delegate from Idaho and 
that Walter Tsukamoto should represent the Californian s in 
Tule Lake. At this point chairman Taketa called for a ten 
minutes recess. 

When the grou*, reconvened at trie end of about twenty 
minutes, the Northwest chapter decided to select Tea N a^a-
mura. he was referred to as a "block-head", and this led 
to considerable laughter. When some question was raised 
about the fellows of the J.A.C.L. members who were not pre-
sent, chairman Taketa replied, "We don't nave to worry about 
the opinions of those who are not here since they were not 
interested enough to come." 

Tsukamoto asked for the election for a California de-
legate, but no one paid any attention to him. He was rail-
roaded through as a representative. When he announced tha t 
the expense ior the ten days would amount to ^12J.J0 pe r 
delegate, there were many groans. 

At this point Dr. Goro Muramoto of the Sacramento chap-
ter stated, "Since the delegates represent all the Nisei s 
here, all of the chapters should finance the trip. The Sa c-
ramento chapter is willing to shell out. I think we shou ld 
ask for donations, and if we do not get enough, the vario us 
chapters should be called upon to take u^ the difference . 

A Northwest delegate rose and stated, "Since we should 
nave a Tule Lake chapter instead of the original sections , 
the whole ^roup should pay." 

To this Taketa replied, "The Tule Lake group nad not 
been formed yet, so the individual chapter would nave to p ay. " 

Mr. Koraure then rose and staled, "The J.A.C.L. is not 
highly respected. How about all of us getting together and 
sell the J.A.C.L. to all the Niseis?" 

Henry Taketa then suggested that each chapter select 
two delegates and have an executive meeting. He stated ti iat 
the Sacramento chapter was willing to pay all of Tsukamot o's 
expenses. A motion was made and seconded to the effect tha t 
the various chapters start taking ste^s toward consolid ation. 
Dr. Muramoto objected that there was not enough time. A  0 ir l 
au^esteu going to the people for more money, but Taketa sai d, 
"No". George Takahashi, also irom Sacramento, asked ho w many 
chapters had money which was assessable. Taketa then st ated 
that the J.A.C.L. had sufficient recognitions from fede ral 
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agencies to get  co -operation. Pie  said  that  it  was not ne-
cessary to pa}  the  expenses of  the Caucasian  escort. 

Dr.  Muramoto state- again that he wanted to know  how 
much each chapter was willing to volunteer, so that tnere 
wouiu be no kick-back about the size and so forth, ne t hen 
statea txxat the Sacramento chapter will pay out tne a mount 
that was lacking. 

A man representing the Delta chapter stated that most 
of his chapter was in Colorado, ana therefore, he was h elp-
less to give aid. A Y.S.F. delegate stated that hall' of 
his chapter was in Colorado, and he ha written to them. 
The White River delegate said that almost all of his mem-
bers were in Tule hake ana that they would pay. The Wood 
hiver uelegate also said that his chapter would pay. A 
re^reseiitative from Placer that nave all of his grou p was 
aixirmative than the others. With full co-operation to pa y, 
tne whole matter was left in the hands oi trie delegates, 
and the meeting woula be callea soon to uecide wnat was  to 
be done. A Tacorna man rose and said that his chapter c ould 
stana an assessment. 

a man rose from the audience to make an amendment to 
the effect tnat each chapter should donate since time was 
too short for any consolidation. The man who first made 
the motion renewed his original motion, ana tne matter w as 
callea to a vote. Everyone was in confusion ana no one kn ew 
what he was voting for. Someone stated that ne did not make 
a motion, ana ne was asked to make one to tne effect that 
each chattel hole a meeting to decide how much was to be d o-
nateu. Dr. Muramoto rose ana said that eaci. chapter shoul d 
donate as much as tney wanted to ana that the ex x enses should 
be paid on a voluntary basis. lie was callea out oi order by 
the chairman and asked how anyone would be able to find o ut 
what the decision was. Dr. Muramoto stated that the chapt ers 
coulu report Lack to the temporary chairman. A man sitting 
in front gelled in a large voice that if a big camp-wide 
J.A.C .jlj.  could be formeu, tne  O rou^ as a whole could donate. 
Dr. muramoto restated his motion tnafc the mone;, was to be 
paid to chairman Tai.eta bj November 10, ana this motion w as 
seconded m a carried. 

Tnen the subject 01 military service came up â a-i-n. A 
man in the audience rose ana asked whether the question was 
raised first b„. the army or by tne J.A.C.L. Taketa rep lied 
that the army probably brought up the subject but that he did 
not know. The man ti.en asked why the iUseis were <±-C. To 
this Tsukamoto replied that all 1-A niseis were classifi ed 
as 4-C to prevent their immediate induction into tne  ax-my. 
if tne army decides to taice tiie Niseis, tue <¿-0 will be given 
new numbers ana vail be regarded, shuffled and will be cal led 
a^on to serve. According to Tsukamoto, the 4-C classifica -
tion was put in solely lor the purpose oi eliminating any er-
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rors. Several silly questions came up irom the floor. Fi-
nally Yoneo Suzuki rose ana asked, "If others weren't to vo-
lunteer, why should the Niseis volunteer?" 

To this Tsukamoto replied, "Just to prove our loyalty." 

Suzuki went on, "If we are not treated like other Amer-
icans, then asking for volunteers would be too much." 

1sukarnoto replied that the M s e i s were behind in ^rovi-
d_Liio soldiers ana ought to fill in. "If, as Suzuki sa id, we 
look at it from a suspicious angle, al± right; if we wan t to 
look at it from a bonafioe angle, all right. The M s e i s won't 
c et all choices in volunteering because some brancij.es ar e 
clotea. V3e ooulu expect tncst things in logical terms. The 
Chinese are colored people and get the same treat .ent, a l-
though China is an ally. We are denied certain privileges 
^italics mine) because of ancestry. Vie must admit, tho ugh, 
that our law is not as baa as the negroes', although we wer e 
interned." 

George Takahaahi asked, "Are the J.A.C.u. trying to forc e 
the Misex men into the army?" 

usukamoto replied, "You don't know, men. Many yo^ng m en 
are willing to serve, regardless of discrimination." 

Susumu hayasni then suggested that the  J. A.C.i».  gather 
a house to Louse ballot in the center ana in the beet field 
and find out how the Niseis really felt. The chairman an d 
the audience agreed that this was hard to do. Then one m an 
rose and proposed that the councllmen gather trie opi nion of 
his block people. Taketa stated that the J.A.C.L. ou^it to 
get the opinion. Another man from the audience ana declare d 
that if lew will  c o into the army and make a showing, 
then the way will be o^en to the others. 

¿it this  x ,oint John Tanikawa, a veteran of the first 
world war, asked, "What are the hiseis doing in the army no w? 
1 hear that they are do±ng ^ick and shovel work. I think 
that ii they use the L.sexs in combat dut„, then we shou ld 
volunteer, but if not, the 'hell 1 with it. I think it all 
defends on what they wili use us for." 1 

Various people rose from the audience and stated that 
the Niseis were being used as gardener, ditch digger, an d or-
dinary toilet work by the army. A Northwest man stated  that 
he iiau a brother- l.n t,ie army who was taken off the combat d u-
t̂  and put Into gardening wor* but that he still felt de sti-
tute, ana as American citizen, they s^oulv* serve anyway . This 
remark was loiloweu by an a^iause. 

1 ianikawa later volunteered ior combat duty. 
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Tsukamoto then stated that one of the salvation of the 
Miséis and tne Isseis is a gooa record now. 

The discussion turned to the subject of tne formation 
of a project-wide J.A.C.L., and the question was whethe r 
each chapter was to maintain its identity or whether the 
whole group wai to be submerged to one organization. Cha ir-
man Taketa said that a letter had been sent regaras to all 
chapters, but tnere was no re^ly from national headquar ters. 

A Northwest delegate rose at this point and said, "The 
Portland, Oregon claims that Isseis rule tne cam y ; there-
fore, the J.A.C.L. ought to get together and represent the 
Niseis and avoid criticism from the outsiae." 

A Marysvilie man suggested that local chapters keep 
their identity and there be a district council for the who le 
camp. A Northwest man objected that while some chapters 
have enough members to keep their Identity, others have bee n 
separated, and there are other J.A.C.L. members who hav e 
dril ted from other centers to join their relatives. "The se 
people are not members of any chaptex; therefore, the who le 
group should unite," he argued. 

George Takahashi then raised a question about certain 
combinations in a united chapter, especially with referen ce 
to the various treasuries. A Northwest man rose and said 
how about starting all over again? This is one community ; 

we are ail together, 30 we should unite." 

A Delta man added, "We should start anew and get every 
possible man."  0 * 

A Wood hiver delegate added, "We should get some with 
the backing of the entire community and passing out th e 
word as the smartest union." 

Tsukamoto declared, "Each center may organiza in any 
way^ they like. I think we should have one central organi-
zation. We should induce more new leaueis to take import-
ant roles. On the outside tnere were men wno could not 
serve because they were so busy with their occupation, 
here we all have time to serve. The J.A.C.L. is an or gani-
zation for service and not  i  or personal gain. The motto 
01 tne J.A.C.L. is »Charity Through Unity'." 

Various questions rose to tne actual mechanism of a 
camp-wide organization. A Tacoma man rose and stated that 
the people in his chapters lived on the opposite end of the 
camp, and they will not go from one end to the other, even 
11 they did. The boys may as well not attend. Taketa re-
plied tnat it was tne same with the Sacramento chapter, 
isukamoto said, however, that when constitutional comm ittee 
is set up, all of tne chapters would have to help, he sug-
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gested further thai some J.A.C.L, members should be select ed 
from the floor to help on the committee and thus make every -
thing more rapid. A Northwest man said that there would be 
another meeting on the 10th since the problem of donation 
would come up and that this other matter should be tak en up 
at the same time. It was decided that the general assembly 
would meet a^ain on the 12th of November. This was put into 
a form of a motion and was passed. 

The next subject of discussion was absentee ballots. 
After a brief sales talk on the Pacific Citizen, Tsukamoto 
went on to E y that one of the difficulties of the unite d 
chapters was the question of dues. He said that everyon e 
was having difficulties and that it would be difficult  to 
ask for money. He felt, therefore, that the collectio n should 
be subscription to the Pacific Citizen. He felt that the 
other work such as relocation of students coulu be financ ed 
from other sources.  i*2.oQ  a year, he felt, was too high ana 
that he thought an alternative of 50^ a year could be s et 
up. Since there was no sense of everyone in the family ta-
king the Pacific Citizen, one person coula pay the full fee 
and the others could be associate members, he went on to 
say that the cards used as identification of the members cost 
the J.A.C.L. about a 5̂ -/ each; trie remainder of the money 
was used by the national committee for the various conventi ons 
it may be necessary to raise the price to meet the new and 
large expenses. A Horthwest man suggested that the copies 
of the Pacific Citizen be sent to friends at home to neip 
both the J.A.C.L. arm the Niseis. 

Tsukamoto then stated that the J.A.C.L. will lean on 
religious organizations to help in relocation. The J.A.C.L. 
duties were to explain to the people the causes of the N iseis. 
He boasted of a case of the J.A.C.L. representative £,iv ~ng 
such a good impression in the outside community that others 
were able to resettle in large number. He declared that th e 
permanence of resettlement will defend on the first  O roup, 
ana trie chance of staying in the midwest was better than go -
ing back to California, for the economic problems are not 
so  w reat. "Investigators found that the outside was infested 
bj economic pressure ^rou^. There may be a lot of trutn in 
that," concluded Tsukamoto. 

Joan Tanikawa then stated, "California wants to (,et r id 
of us. We moved with understanding that we woula be able 
to go back home. We know now that the states assisted the 
W.R.A. projects on the understanding that California Japanese 
will not be cumpea there. So our future looks very hard ." 

Others added that it woula be hard to go back home if 
everyone was dissolute. Tsukamoto added that even if the re 
were no law against  6 oin c , back, it would be hard anyway. 

Some one su bCi estea consulting the "wc bja boaru", and 



there was a big laugh. Another man in the audience stated 
that many people would not be able to go home even with fre e-
dom. he wished to know how mucn assistance trie governme nt 
could i n resettlement; he wished to know what the preda-
tory letters of the W.R.A. were. He was very blunt and seem ed 
very resentful. He said further that if the government co uld 
give them some hope, everyone would be willing to work h arder. 
He asked finally, "What assurance do we have that the feeli ng 
against us will die down? 11 

To this Tsukamoto replied, "That is what i.appened after 
the last war. It is up to us to be accepted as American c i-
tizen ana not alon ,̂ racial line. If the Niseis want the J. A.-
C.L. to ask for anything, the^ must behave so that those who 
asA should not be embarrassed. 

One man in tne audience asked tnat the delegates contac t 
various professional societies and tell them how the Nise is 
were being treated, lie stated further that a letter which he 
received indicated that tne person writing had no knowledg e 
oi the evacuation. Tnere was a motion to adjourn at this 
point, but no one s^oke, but everyone was so tired that they 
got up and left. 
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Field notes 
Tule L ake 
ohibutani 

Registration 

Volunteer Q ue  s  tion 

February 9 

Issei gathered in the men's latrine in block 16 (a.m.).  r ihe 
discussion was about the volunteering of the Nisei. All of the ^roup 
of about ten Issei were angered. They placed the entire blame on 
the  J.  A .C.L. The contention was that the J. A.C.L. had asked fo r 
the privilege of volunteering in ¿alt L ake City. "They say that 
those who die in action get ^10,000. Who wants ^10,000?" 

Lunch at mess hall #4. General tenor of the conversation. Th e 
U.S. is getting to be a hell of a place. At one time everyo ne thought 
it was good but now they are just doing everything to hold' t he 
colored people down. One older Issei remarked, "we were told when 
we came here that this was a semi-permanent home. Now it is on ly 
6 months, and they are telling us to get out. What is this an ywayf 
It is foolish to volunteer, although if one is drafted th ere is not 
much that can be done. 

Social  v /elfare office (made headquarters for Interviewing volu n-
teers)—staff almost entire of Nisei women. Everyone wa s thrilled 
that the soldiers were coming tomorrow. The talk'was that  there 
was to be four interview centers and theue xvere to be thr ee Cau-
casians and one Nisei. Everyone wanted the % s e i sergeant. The 
conversation soon changed to the serious question of vol unteers. 
V/b.at would happen to the women? Would they all have to go  out to 
be domestics? What if one's boy fMefttd refuses to volunt eer? W 0 uU 
that mean that he would be deported after the war. 

Later in the afternoon—at the home of Mrs. Aoki. Severa l 
M b e l were discussing the volunteer issue.  n I hear that Tsukamoto 
bastard is going to volunteer. I think he had better go after 
causing us all this trouble. Now he puts us on t e spot. I think 
he ought to go to die for his country." 

Misscellaneous comments (picked up during course of the  day); 

1. One old Issei leader (60, from Sacramento) advised the field 
worker, Don't have anything to do with Tsukamoto now becau se 
he is in bad with everyone. I know that you have to deal with 
him in your department (social welfare), but avoid him in  public." 

2. Liberal Nisei: "All-Nisei batallion. Hell, I'll wait  for the 
draft." 

3. Old Issei (block 4, Washington), "We have nothing t o say about 
matters regarding the government. Let them decide." 

4. Old issei (block 4, California), "I hear that 800 have volunteered." 
5. older Nisei woman (married to ^ssel): "I hear that Kid o was 

beaten up again at P oston." 



Field Notes 
'Aile î ake 
¿hibutani 

Registration 

Repatriation Question 

February 19, 1945 

1. Hide Najima (31, male): "X know a fellow whose girl frien d 
signed up for repatriation. He says 'she's half my life,  so 
I may as well sign up too.' Gee, I think he's crazy." 

2. Mary Nomura (23, female) "Ite been there in Japan and I k now 
that I don't want to go back. My parents just don't under stand. 
Until now they've always said that I should be an Ameri can. My 
lather's in the American Legion and he is an American ci tizen. 
I think  it'  s because everybody is so cuazy now." 

3. Sum! X (19, female, lived in block 42) "My parents are lik e all 
the other Issei. They're just crazy." 

4. Mrs. Akamatsu (mi&dle-aged Nisei married to ¿ssei): "I know a 
girl who had to go repatriate because her husband's paren ts didn't 
want him in the Army, ¿¿he doesn't have dual-citizenship  either, 
ohe just cries and cries, but it is too late." 

5. Pad of paper with doodling on Sumi (3) »s desk, "l̂ hy d o so 
many register for repatriation. We're between the de vil and 
the deep blue sea. ¿>umi was sitting alone for some time  and 
then left to go buy some ice cream. The v/orker happened t o 
glance at the pad and found the above quotation. She was in 
a terrible conflict with her parents (her sweetheart is in the 
u.o. Army and her parents wanted her to repatriate). 

6. i'eruko (see document 9): "l don't know what to do. I'm P-oing 
to wait to see what everybody else does and do the same thing. " 

larch 6, 1943 

1. % e Kibei in the C.O.C, camp refuse to speak Jnglish no a trans-
lator had to be taken in. The boys are really niving Jaco bv a 
baa time. (common talk in camp) • * 

2. The boys in camp are getting on a cup of coffeee and bean s twice 
a clay, at 9  A 



Field Notes 
Topaz 
¿»hibutani 

April 5, 1943 

1. Rumor (information from various Issei to whom I spok o very 
informally)  2  J 

Nov; that the registration has shown the government tha t 
many of the people in the centers are not entirely loyal 
all of the people now in the canters will be moved to 
Poston and Gila and camps like Topaz are going to be used 
-co house the wounded veterans of this war. Many of the 
Nisei are to be released and the others will have to so 
to Arizona. 

Comments dou&Hi if rumor widespread thoughout the camp.  Pro-
bably taken by everyone with a grain of salt. 

2. B ig news in the camp. 

Ghiura Obata hit by crowbar on April 3 as he was coming 
back from his shower. He fought off his assailant and ' 
since he did not wish to shock his wife, he walked by 
himself to the hospital. He lost much blood. Stories 
all agreed that he had some stitches taken, but the num-
b or of stitches allegedly taken ranged from 2 to 18, 
-  eeling was that the beating had nothing to do with the 
registration duiing which Obata did take a definite stand . 
Reasons given by both Bob Iki and Jimmy Hi r a no (both 
leaders of the community but disagreed on most points): 

1) Obfcta had too rnany enemies. His attitude of 
superiority was sufficient to make people anrry. 

2) Obfafca was mixed up in politics 
3) Mra. Obata was always stealing methods of flower 

arrangeatnt and talcing credit for it. 

On April 22, 1943, Bob Iki (in Chicago) gave this reason, 
ubata was carrying on an affair with a widow, and her 
other suitor didn't like it. H e was the man who hit him. 

3. Interview with Bob Iki 

B ob, x'ed Tokuno and Bacon ImAi roomed together in Isl eton 
on the year that Bacon married Teruko. They all worked for 
the iiiinsheer, Alexander and Barsoon Cannery. To g et to the 
cannery they had to pass through the Aoki' ranch.° Bacon was 
a trucker and Mrs. Aoki and Teruko worked in the cannery. 
Bacon had an undeveloped penis. H e kidnapped her. T ed 
had tal-zen out Teruko long before Bacon even knew her. 
bacon took Teruko to Reno in Ted's car and the two boys 
bawled him out when he returned. Mrs. Aoki was not "car zv" 
but a normal woman when he knew her. 
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Jim Elirita lias boon soon quit© of ton around the Brother on 1 s 

Hostel recently. On the afternoon of August 13 ho was sittin g 

around tho lounge of tho hostel with two or three other nisei talk-

ing about various job prospects. One young fellow '/ho w as apparent-

ly interested in finding a we 11 paying job was inquiring a bout vari-

ous typos of work, and Jim chimed in: "If you want a job t hat pays 

well, ;;ot into one of those borerage companies. You gotta w ork hard 

but those companies pay well. 51 Tho conversation turned to job pros-

pects in Hew York, and Jim seemed definitely interested in the infor 

ination' that was being passed around, .«ere there any op portunities 

out there, ho wanted to know, and how was the housing situa tion? 

As X observed him during this conversation, it Boomed that he was 

musing ovor the possibility of going out east, but it was quite ap-

parent that he had no intention of rooking any moves to ge t out tho re 

IIo just seemed to on joy thinking and dreauiing about t hese tilings. 

Finally, he surprised me with a statement that I didn't e xpect from 

him for from his appearance I thought of him as one of the  rowdy 

shallow type of nisei without any sense of romanticism. Bu t ho re-

marked, "I guess the trouble with me is, I've hitched my w agon to 

a star, but that star is So far off that I can't make it. i > 

2hie morning Jim again appeared at the Brother  en' a  hostel office 

He cornored Ralph Snoltzor and Virginia Asaka and asked for h elp in 

getting back to Manaanar. It was evident that neither Ra lph nor 

Virginia had much pationco with Jim any longer. 

Ralphs "That's the matter now2 I thought frou had a job. t hat's hap-
pened to that?" 

Jims  n /w, I quit that job. I'vo got to got bad: to lansanar, 5| 

Ralphs  f 'Vhat's the matter with you anyway, Jim? that's tho use of 
talking about going back to Llanzanar? Didn't Hr. Shir roll tell 
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you that you couldn't go back to Manaanar? ihy do you koo p hailing 
about going back to llauzana? tihon you know you can't s o back there?" 

(I missed  the.  answer to that question» I was Mt^f l fag in from 
the next  room,  and failed to catch all of the conversation.) 

Ralphs "Vtiat did Ur. Shirrell tell you? Didn't he say th at he couldn't 
go^ you back into Manaaaar without an okay from Kerr it t,  and that 
Horritt -couldn't okay your return there in all probabil ity? VJhy don't 
you forget about going back there and settle down to straigh tening 
yourself out hero? 

Jims How can Ilerritt stop me if I go back there2 Suppose I J ust 
took a train and cot to Msnzanar, they couldn't stop"me  from* going 
into the coup, 

Ralphs  15  Oh, yes, they can. You just for cot about going back there 
and thin 7: about finding yourself something to do around here. (Ra lnh 
loft Jim with this remark,) 

Jims (turning to Virginia) Suppose I went back to llanzan ar without 
sayinc  anything  to Shirrell or anyone else, they couldn't ctono ne 
from going into the center could they? 

Virginia: You can't go into Ifcnzaaar even if you went o ut there un-
less Korritt signs an order for your entry. Bie thing for y ou to do 
is to sit clown and write to Merritt right away giving him you  roc  sons 
for  returning  to  Hansannr, and ask for  his okay, 

Jims  s: iIow about the m N's, I hoar they're going back to  '  -¡nsanar. 
How did they  got  permission to go  back  there? 

Virginias "ihoy'ro  going  back on  a  vistor's pass,  and,  anyway, they've 
got good reasons  for getting back there. (I missed her account of 
the reasons for N's  return to Mamanar.)" 

Jirat Suppose I wont out to Reno and then wrote to L'r. Sfe rritt that 
I wanted to  got  into nansanor. I.ayhe that would be better. 

Virginias  r 'But suppose you  wont all  the way out there and  Ilerritt 
told  you  that you couldn't eons  in. --hen  what would you do?  You 
write  that letter  write away ant  find out before you  go  out there. 

Coke Shinas  (who had  entered  in the meantime and  was  listening  to the 
conversation) Sure, you'd better write to Ilerritt and f ind out -./both-
er he'll  let  you in or not.  Limsanar'  s  one  of the  hardest places 
to get into.  Even if you  got  as far as  the  gate* unless you had a 
permit to return from Ilerritt* you couldn't  get  Inside  the camp, 
mere's no use running all tho way out  to leno  without the permit. 

J:!jns You mean to say they wouldn't let me in even if I got to the 
gates  as long as  I  don 't  have  Ilerritt  s permission? 

Cokes  "Ho Sir, you can't  got  in without the permit. And,  bosses, 
you can't get as far as Llanzanar without an escort. Ile rritt won't 
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assign an escort to you if ho doesn't want you back.  ! 

Jim: "Kay and his wife are going back there. Way couldn't he act as 
escort, or have the same escort that tako^thom in?" 

Cokes "You'd still have to have the permit to got through  tho gate. 
I heard of a couple of follows who wore going down from -Ule -̂ ake 
to  Ht nsanar. ,  -hoy sent for military permits to travel through the  , 
restricted zones, and the permit came and it read, For tr avel be-
tueen Llanzanar and i\zlo Lake.' 7 r fhe permit said "between' so it didn't 
-lake any difference which  tiauaK  direction they were travelling; it 
would have been different if it had said,  n > rom Ijinzanar to -ulo ¿«ako, 
but that's not what the permit said. But when those fellow s got down 
to Hansanar, the guard wouldn't let those boys in because  he under-
stood the permit to moan from Uanzan&r to Tule Lake, -'hey  had to 
ccmp outside the gatos for six hours before they got the th ing clear-
ed up t  and they could get inside the gate. 

¿Tim: "Yeoh, I guess they had a pretty tough time of it, didn't they. 
Vhat would happen if I went back to San Sraneisco? 

Coke•  "San Francisco?J You can't get into oan 1-Vancisco; tha t's in 
the restricted zone. If they found you out there, they' d throw you 
in the jutu n 

Jim: "But they'd send aie back to lianzanar then, wouldn' t they? 

Cokes "Ch, no, you'd stay in the jug. ihoy'd give you a pr ison sen-
tence. There  '  3 a 1 aw about that sort of thing, you know. 

Virginia: "Jim, you quit being such a baby, and sit down a nd write 
that letter to Llorritt. YCra'ro never going to get anywh ere unless 
you do something about it*" 

(A ni soi came in with an announcement of a job at decent pa y 
in a nearby  faetoi»y.  ) 

Coke: 'Here's the man to take that job. Jim, there's a good s oft 
job for you. YOu better go out there and apply fer that job ri ght 
away before somebody else gets it. 

Virginia: "it's no use telling Jim about it. Ho won't go after it. 
Ho doesn't want a job. Jim's just absolutely hopeless. 

(Jim sat there without comment*) 



en -  210 
ot 1343 

-4-

Aftoi> lunch a fjroup of ni soi were sittine in ^Uo lotuî e, and 

tho toli: tQHiGi' to Jim Furita's caao, A nisoi fjfil WBÊ Otttm» \vho 

apparontly tacra Jim from casap wac tolling  GO: othin  ;  of v/l*at ho tea&s? 

about loin. 

23û  .'iô l a  "2 »v© coon hin oround horo nov; and thon, but X don f t knou 
iauch about his caae.  'liât 1 g  tho matter uith hins to ho lasy." 

Jim 1 g  friends  "II© «s  lasy ond ho's lonely»" 

13&S "'.'liât uas ho doing back in camp? Dtdn't ho havo a job back thoro?" 

Jim 1 s f&iond; "Ile uac a polieonnn, ono of tho uardens, nt Fon sonar. 
txj, 1 don*1 haou, ho uac alra; ;-s lil:e that. Ho tool: It oaoy bac> 

thoro# 

Oolze:  "A policemsn, oh?" (laur$htor) 

¿ds "l-hy dldn't ho voluntoor for tho arsiiy? Th.o army uo uld do a lot 
for a cuy lilio that; mako a mon eut of him. I ho ai» tho;/ too k 
a half doaon nioei from arouad horo into tho army tho other day f

 n 

Oolzoi  ' : ;îu?G, that'g ¡̂hore Jin ou$it to bo # Oh, horo ho is nou. 
lîoy, polidoxoan» i hoar you vera a oop doon at IJanzanar» 

(Jim ontered vithout comment» Ho  soo:  >cd friondly and not to 
mlnd tho rtbbing. Doepito tho obvions a&tmosphoro of dis&pproval 
directod touerd hlm, Jim only shouod complaconcy to ai l that vas 
boing said about hin,  ) . 

lîd:  fî VJhy don 11 you join tho anay, Hill a fow of thoco ïïaizis; m k e 
a mnn o"t o:? you. • 

Jin: "Hau, no arsay lifo for ia©. Instoad of gofctirrc riÊ of tho Jazis, 
thoy orught to got rid of guyo liko me first. Yoah, that 1 g  what 
thoy ought to do, Sure, instoad of killi Hitler», thoy ourdit to 
hill ¿pays liko me first* no good to  asiybody.  " 

(Jim made this statemont as if ho vero maklnr> an objec tive ob-
servation. Aftor ail the othors had loft, Jim Just cat aro und as if 
pondoring his o\rn fato.  lia  talkod a little uith a youiir, nisei  xAio 
uaa obviously  yo-an; -or  than Jim,  and.  tho former ropliod to him uith 
apparent condoscension. I wondorod tliat anybody v/oul d atand for this.) 


