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Every project director has had his own immediate
problems on registration—problems so immediate that he
may be "teinptsd "fo fssl "thart ©weii"ts and at'bi'tudBs on his
project are unique. The accompanying analysis of the
effects of registrations on one of the relocation centers
where no incident took place may serv” to give some per-
spective on the whol© experience. The attitudes
reactions of residents correspond to reports from other

and the analysis of them presented heye should

lunderstanding some of the effects in a problem
"that seems to have come like a bolt from. thG blue in.

every center.

Director
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This report on Army registration at one relocation center is based on in-
formation acquired during eight days at the project. While no claim is made that
the analysis presented is exhaustive nor that the esuphasis on specific factors is
an accurate representation of the actual importance of these factors in determin-
ing the outcome, it is felt that the general picture presented is a fair one.

The question may well be raised as to whether events at X are representa-
tive of events at other centers. It is my feeling that the same considerations
are involved at other centers, but that certain unique characteristics of X make
it likely that they will have operated somewhat differently elsewhere. At least
two conditions niay be mentioned as possibly distinguishing X from other centers.
First, the fact that the ilriny registration was conducted separately from the gen-
eral leave clearance registration__xvhich obviated the protests raised by Issei at
having question 28 in its original form presented to them. Second, the generally
amicable relations betwetii the appointed .personnel and the projact residents, re-
fltctad in the widely expressed opinion that is the best centere”

Undoubtedly, there are other differences between X and other centers, but
these two sooni especially important.

I, FIRST PEASE, REGISTRATION 6 FSBRUAftf TO 13 FISRUAHY

A. Anjiouncemcnts

The rosidonts of tho center first learned of the proposed Japanese-Amorican
Combat Toam when it was announced in the public press. The Proj. paper carried Pres-
ident RoosevolVs lett.or on tho 6th of-February and in its next issue on the 9th.
It printed "bho text of thee ar Dop&rtmGnt message in full Meanwhile, the Chief
of the Employment Offico, who was charged with organizing the registration, had
decided to utilize tho appointed teachiiig staff as registrars® Ku had met with
them the afternoon of the 6th and gone through Scloctivc Service Form 304A ques-
tion by question.

B. Army Team Presontation

On Monday and Tuesday, the 3th and 9th of February, the Army Team and some
member of the appointed personnel, usually the Chief of the Employment O ffice,
conducted a seriss of fiftesn isetings, one every hour, to expla.in the registration

to the entire population. Present at each meeting were the residents «f two blocks.
Tiie Army Team went 'through its formalized renrbine and then allowed time foj* ques-

t.ions and discussions, copies of DSS Form 304A having been distributed "to "the
audicncB to enabls them to follow it. According to the Cnief* of tiie iuiiplo“yinent
Office the explanations were .“uite sufficient, although ha recognized the 111N
tions imposed upon the Army Teani by their apparent instructions to say nothing”
which was not planned in advance. At the early meetings, tho answers to questions
raised wsrs rGad by "the Captain—sltihough. la."tor )ig apparsniily DiGmorizGd "thsm and
&ny c”uostiions "to which, he had no TvTifchen answer had to be passed by.

At the ond of the mooting for each pair of blocks, the paoplo were in-
structod to return to the arao place at a tinu at least forty-eight hours later
and in somo instancos more than forty-oi”t hours later the original meotings
occupying two days and the time allotted for registration thr~e days.
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C. Registration

On Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, the IGth, 11th, and 12th of February,
a formal registration took place. The adult population--whether military age or
notreturned to the place to which the earlier meeting had been held, and each
individual was given an appointment for registration. The Nisei males of military
age were given ilinmediate appoiiitmsnts, and the rest i tne adult group were given
appointments for a later date for their 133vg clearance registx-ation. A brief time
was allowed for fiirthar questions and discussion. 1/l/hereupon the men of military
age went to the school and the individual designated for registration. This-reg-
istration v;as concluded the moraing of February 13, there having boen a fev* strag-

glers.

D. Results

Following the Army registrauion. it wgs found that 31 had volunteered for
the Army, and t-hat 106 had said to quest-ior, :8, These results came as a
severe shock to tiie appointed Derscrnel.. Their reactions ranging from the senti-

ment that ;,if that is the waj they feel, tile hell with tliem,r to the feeling of
disappoint;in.e:iT. thet the residents of X should have) Met them downf so badly.

E. Factors Involved in tlie Registration Outcome (Affecting botin Question
27 and Question 28)

1 . Positive

These 1*3suits require some explanation, ;7hile it is fcrue that; there

were a larf*e number of ,fn ergt to question SS, it is also true that thero were
approximately 1,100 who said fyes!; ana-although 31 volunteers is not a large

number, yot it *ioos roprosent somethinB» Several positivs fac*cors were involved
in produc.ing these vesults.

a. Patriotism

There can be ii doubt that many of t'liGse original volunteers wore
influenced by a oatriotic d-.siro to servo tlieir country at war, and perhaps a
number of thorn were rattier to nifost til..ir loyalty in this concrete

fashion-—ot so much as 1710.1"(1118.13, 3s inciiibors of G Ja.pa.iit se~Aniorica.n. minority
group,

b. Desire to Leave the Center

At least ono individual volu® got, aside from any othor motives,
expressed himsoif a.s sooing irx "tho Army Tjp 3%ur-i%y a ciza.nct o ldb-vc tiic CGntor
where he found _Life distasteful. It soems possifelG thr.t otiiers may have beon

somowhat influanced by this dosire.
c. Pre-evacuation Experience

It is probably of first importance to rocognizo that the roaotion of
individual Japancso-Amoricans to the Army registration has boon influenced by their
expérioncos prior to O'jacu.Htioii. Tills is shown by the fact "bhat in "two blocks X
thoro w”ro fifteen volunteers all of whom were from , California. Lo
was a coniiTiuni'ty in which Gliristianity was v~ry pow”rfiil amoiig thG Japanese-Amoricans.
and it seoms likoiy that this largo number of volunt-30rs from a small area have been
influenced by tho pro-evacuation ~xporienc.,. (Those fifteon wore no™ necessarily
among tho first group of volunteers, but tho c”se is citod to illustrate tho sig-
nificance of pro-evreuation axporijnee.)
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d. Normal Impulsions to Enlist

Aside from the -bove factors, the Hisei mples of military age must
also have been influenced by the same considerations that induce people to enlist
from the general population-, the desire for adventure, the desire to escppe from,
an uncomfortable domestic situation, and like personal considerations must have
been involved.

2. Negative
a. Unemphatic Presentation

The manner in wliich the Array registration was presented to the resi -
dents of X was not well calcuiatsd to produce the optimum results. Omitting the
more detpilud difficulties, there were three gonerpl flaws in the presentation.

(1) The whole schomo was pushed through very suddenly and it came,
as it wore, like s bolt from the blue to the center residonts. It is probably no
exaggeration to say that the last thing the evacuees had been expecting when this
announcoment came was tliat there would be a sudd.3n call for Nisei volunteers in
the Army. This naturally meant that a consideralDIG mental readjustmerit was re-
qguired ox the part of many bGforo thoy were eblo to get tha whole idea in per-
spective and were prepared to express 113 1/ 3 on quostions Z1L and 28. Although
at least forty-eight hours (3id elapse between the first explanation of DSS Form
304A and actual registration, it is probab?Le that this was too little time to
allow the idoa to be thoroug]lly digestcd. In any ovent, it is certain that there
was a s od d*al of !fnsion among th ~ ovacueos from th-- tine of tho first announce-
mont until aft.r tho registration had been comple.tod, and it is further certain
that was a tremendous aiaciant of iisenssion f the registration and its im-

plications during that t

(2) The presentation was weak from the point of view of persuading
people to enlist, and from the point of view of impressing the importpnee of
question 28 on the residents. This was true because of the Army”s plan which
demanded that no recruiting campaign fJ conducted. Both ovacuees and appointed
personnel steted repeatedly that the Army Tocim ~leaned over backwardsf in re-
fraining from porsuading anyone to enlists This undoubtedly w”s according to
tiiwir instructions, but it had the eff&ct of deflating the iraporta-iice of the
whole proceeding and may ?/oll have convinced many that it did not matter much
whether they enlisted, nor how/ they answared question 28. The Captain was quoted
as having said publicly that it did not mattor in the least to him how many vol-
unteers thore wer , and that his only desire was to complete the registration as
guickly as possible so that hb could go on furlough to Texas.

Considering tho intrinsic emotional significarxce of tho entire
procyGding "to "tho cv®Cugos, "tho absonco of sny omotiional appeal niust be p©go.rdod
as contributing to confusion rather than to clarification*

It is perhaps worth noting, in addition, that the Nisei member
of the- Army Team was not probably d good choice. For one thing, his family were
in tho center, a fact which may have interfered with his effectiveness. For
anotliur, ho was doscri/bed "by sovepsil oivacuees as tiaving iDG! rQtlier unsynipa"blic3l;ic

in discussions of ovpcuation experiences.
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3) Perhaps most important in making the initial presentation
emphatic is the fact that DSS Form 304A was only the last of several “loyalty
tests to which the population had been subjected since Pearl Harbor. When it is
recalled that these people were urged to show tiieir loyalty by evacuating peace-
ably, which they did; by volunteering to participate in advance groups in the con-
struction of the center, which they did; by participating in this, that, or the
other work project, which they did; it becomes apparent that the idea of a loyalty
test was something of an old chestnut.

Thus the Army registration as a loyalty test was but one of a
series of such tests to many evacuees and because of the previous ones, it seemed
to them not to bo of specif?l significance.

b. Protest Reaction

The relative paucity of volunteers and the rolative large number of
Mhoesf to question 28 were in part a protest. For different individuals, the pro-
test might be differently motivated, but a number of factors may be enumeratod as
of considerable significance.

(1) Pre-evacuation experience is certainly involved in some of tile
110gativo rosponsos. The status of tho Ja.pa.ncse-Amorico.iis from, "th3 West Coast and
the frequent discriminations agairxst them there aro a contributing factor in the
bitturnoss of many. To bo more specific, some of the "noos™* 01 question S8 came
from individuals who hef® rosidod in a small town distinguished by
tho fact that it has had a separate and inferior school for the Japanese for some
years.

(2) Tb ovacuation itself is, of course, deeply rosented ty many*
The more idaalogically inclined of the Nisoi rry ospocially rosontful of the partial
danial of their citizenship rights. This resentment has "been aggravated by tho at-
titude of some of the Issoi who h”vo taunted thorn with the assertion that, after
all, citizenship has not rosultod 111 thoir obtaining s.ny distinctive treatment now
that a crisis situation has arisen.

Many unplui:-.sant personal cxporienc s in evacuation have con-
tributed to a general rosentmont on thj part of the Nisei, for example, some of
them have soon their par; Dts intornod suddenly and without from tho Nisei point
of view--any justification.

(3) Among the owvscugcs Army, in particular among the agencies
of the GowWwrnfnGnt-, liss been disliked by meny for a nuiribcr of spocific reasons*

Thw Army is hold rosponsiblo Tor tho fcict of ovneuation,
since it was ordered by the West Coast Dcfonse Command.

(b) Tho Army dischar-god Kib.i soldiors iinmodip.tely following
Pearl Earbor, a fact ?hich '7as of particular importance during tho registration
vihon the Army turned about :.nd requested volurxtccrs.

(c) The assembly cor.tors were organized and administored by
the Wartime Civil Control Administration, an agency of the Y/ost Coast Dcfcnso”
Goramand. These contors wero tho scone of soihg of tho most ox”~corbating experiences
of *hu ovgcuggs. To cito minor illus'trs'tio.'n. only, "the soldiers manniiig soarch.-
lights at Santa Anita arc reported not only to have illumined tho boundaries of the
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d. Normal Reluctance to Enlist

Finally, it must be recognized that among the evacuees, as among
the rest of the American population, there is a certain reluctance to volunteer
for military service. This is motivated by a desire to provide for one’s family,
by a desire to remain in civilian life, and by countless other personal consid-
erations. It is evidenced in the relatively small proportions of volunteers
found in most states of the Union--the percentage being usually not over 10 per
cent.

3. Confusion Regarding the Significance of Questions 27 and 28

It must already be apparent that at the time of the original registra-
tion there was a tremendous amount of confused thinking among the evacuees regard-
ing the meaning of the entire Army registration procedure. | believe it can be
said with certainty that this confusion persisted in the minds of many registrants
up to the time when they filled out their questionnaires. Moreoverj think that
the confusion and misunderstanding of the questionnaire accounts in a large measure
for both the small number of volunteers and the majority of the original "noes” on
question 28. This confusion was not resolved until tho third phase of registration
to be described below***

Y. Factors nvolved in the Re_gis*tration Oirbcome (Affecting Especially
Auostion 28)

1. Confusion.

The general confusion just mentioned, played a part in many of the neg-
ative answers to question 28, but in ad-iition there were at least two misunder-
standings of a different sort.

Some of the registrants did not succeed in distinguishing questions 27
and 28 as is ervidenced, for exemplo, by the Nisei who said in rosponso to question
28 [fy3s, if draftedn; and by the twslve Nisei who answered question 28 Mes,T with
the qualification that they were unwilling to enter combat duty. Other answers
indicate the same sort of nix-up, and personal conversation with evacuees produced
tho evacuee opinion that some of t-ho registrants had intorprotod the ¢+»defcnd,T phrase
of question 28 as meaning that an unqualified %gs1was tantamount of volunteering.

Question 28 was verbally confusing to a few of the registrants. Discus-
sion of the language difficulty with a number of people who know Japanese or who
have had considerable experience with bilingual Nisei or Kiboi produced the unani-
mous view that becausa of the doublo. negative in Japanese tho combination of a
positiva and 110gativo statement in question 28 must have mixed up some of the Nisei
whoso command of English is infsrior. This view was borno out by at least one of
the answers to question 28 which read as follows, "No, | swear that | foave no in-

tantions of harm to the Unitad States.**
2. Tho Cultural Background

Aside from the concentration of ”“noes* among Nis:i of a rural "background
in California, it is of interest to note that 49 of 106 of the original ThoesMon
question 23 wore from Kiboi; and that 73 of the 106 were Buddhists in religion.
Those facts confirm th impression that a disproportionate number of the Moes,f--
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5. The Project Director discussed the meaning of answers to question 28,
stating that the question was a straightforward loyalty question v;hich must be
answered with an unqualified or "no" according to the registrantls feeling.
He also suggested rather plainly that those who were disloyal must expect to lose
certain privileges, ana might even be subject to internment or segregation.

B. . The Council,s G.aripaign

Following the 'nas3 meetings, the coramunity council through its representa-
tive in each. biocK or each district, approached individually all those wbo had
said fnoMto question 28 with the exception of those who had applied for repatria-
tion or “yiio were known to be sincere pnd imconfused in their repudiation of the
United States. In each individual conference, the registrant was quizzed as to
his reasons for the tnor, and counterarguments viere presented by the councilman.
One sxecutiTo coiiimittoe member approached nino individuals in his district himself
and talkofi to "ach "until they agreed to change their answer.M He reported that
no one of the nin: had any sound reason for the* ;fno” but had either bsen confused,
or havi simply \mderestimated the importanao anc5 the significance of his answer.

C. The Results of the Hoconsidoration

By March 6, the mass mostings and the counoil's" cG-npaign of individual con-
tact had raised thj nwnbor of voluntbers to 116 an® had resulted in 77 of' the
origiDalnooe'r c-laa®ing th.-ir answer to . Sinoc the 116 voluntoors had been
precodud by .about-a scor ot Toluntuors who were Id scrvico at Camp Savage, and
an oven, larger nutiiber Mio foi** teaching at "Bouldoi*, tii-o total number of Nisei
males of niilitiary ag™"who had voluntocTjd for military servico was well above ton
per cent cf the total group. This coiapar 3 favorably ?dth the ton and a fraction
per cent of volunteers from th.. State of . , ad is :sp(3Cia.lly significant
whan it is ranioiiibored that 10 ovqgcuoj vias allowed'to volunt-ear for the Navy or
for tlio Air Ccros, and that v wv fevr of them could anticipate commissions.+**

Tho twonty-nino who, aftor personal contacts by councilmon, declined to
change thoir "no” to a nyjsl-must probably bo rogardod as an irreducible minimum
of 10n-loyai Nisei.

It should also "e bomo in rdnd that the 106 originally classified as "no”
on quostion 28 included ‘cnroryorsG '.hose: answer to tliat question was anything but
an iinqi;alifi ~d ?0s,T.. Thus ninotion of th.j original ,,noos? had actually said Mes,
if non-oombat duty”, or :yes, if ciitizensM rigirbs are rostorod.u

Tho effect of tho rsisa meetings was to dofiny claarly and emphatically the
significance of nogativo r_:spon3'cs to questions 27 and 28. An omotional appeal,
to volunt. or to .ypr.'s loyalty on question. 28, for the sake of tho residents
at X and the iuturi.'#Sifaro of the- Japajioso-American grtoup had b cn introduced
into tbo .situation. Mor”ovjr, the prime significanco of this particular /Tloyalty
test'l as comparod previous oni-s r/as made plain. This clarification apparently
did mucii to dissipate tbw confused roactions of the evacueos, and to show tiiGm how

th ‘t no one vhosc r::spons: hr-d boon unfavorable was loft untouched by tvis ne
definition of th. situation.
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It is my considered opinion that the majority of those originally class-
ified as ,moT on question 28 who later changed that answer to nyes.T are funda-

mentally loyal to the United States. | feel that the circumstances under which
their original answers were made (see discussion of negative factors in E and F
above) are quite sufficient to explain Jeir original negative,. In this connec-

tion, it is worth noting that at a time when about half of the original /ThoesM
had been changed to "yes>” 36 of those who changed stated that their original
answer had been due to misunderstanding; or that when the question had been ex-
plained to them they had decided to change.

Some few who changed, no doubt, did so because of the obvious implied
threat (of Iff*st privileges or segregation) in the new presentation, but in ray
spinion the number who did so while remaining actually disloyal must have been
small.

The increase in the number of volunteers can be explained largely in terms
of a decision to enlist on the part of many who had been somewhat inclined o at
first, but who had said ,fnofT because they were unable to finally make up their
minds. The emotional appeal in the new presentation, the change that their action
might redound favorably for the entire Japanese-American population, the pressure
.f public opinion as expressed by the coimrrunity council—sometimes in individual
recruiting talks apparently, the fband wag nMeffect of certain prominent young
menfs volunteering, largely explained the increase in the number of volunteers,

IV. FOURTH .PHASE, CURRENT SITUATIOIT

It was widely reported, that by- Marcti 6 most of the tension which had existed
in the center at first had disappeared. With the situation redefined, and with
many individuals changing their original answers on questions 27 and 28, the entire
registration began to be looked at as an historic event which was important cer-
tainly, but which no longer remained an active issue.

There is some evidence that the Issei have been reconciled to the idea of
their sons serving in the United States Army. Most -blocks have arranged parties
for the volunteers under the auspices of leading residents, both Issei and Nisei.
The feeling as reported by one Issei of prominence is that these volunteers are
courageous young men who are entering the Army, that they had volunteered for the
sake of the country at large and of the entire center population, and that they
should be given the best prssible send-off of all concerned.

Both Issei and Nisei now seem proud of the volunteers. This is especially
in evidence among the Nisei, and islshown in various vays; for example, in the
appearance of a service banner with tQi stars in the Reports Office towards the
end of the first week in March (ten Nisei, from this office alone had volunteered).

There is, however, some continuing anxiety as to the fate of those who said
nno,T to question 28, and as to what provisions will be made for those who changed
from no" to "yes”. One influential Issei stated his view that if segregation is
ordered--even for those who did not change their "no", there might be some trouble
in the center. He went on to raise the question of the constitutionality of seg-
regation of citizens for their political views, arguing that so long as their
opposition was not active there was no ground for segregation. On the other hand,
»ne Nisei, a volunteer | believe, insisted that unless those whose answers to ques-
tion 28 remained Nnof, were removed from the center serious difficulties might arise.
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The evidence at hand does net permit any accurate estimate ag' to the relative
prevalence of these two views: they are cited merely to show that some anxieties
remain, and that the disposition of the "noesn on question 28 is a matter of great
delicacy, rtand must be carefully handled.

* The ssei influence perhaps was rather important in preventing more Nisei from
enlisting during the original registration. This is shown by two events which
occurred at that time. One Nisei, desiring to enlist but yet somewhat uncertain
about it, called on the Project Director accompanied by his mother. The boy ex-
pressed his wish whereupon the mother addressed him in Japanese, and turning to
the Project Director bowed and smiled. This was repeated several times until
someone who understood Japanese was located. It turned out that she had been
saying to the boy, "You are a disgrace to your father an™ your country.M

Another individual,a member of the council, who was considering volunteering
reported that no less than seven mothers had called upon his mother to try to
persuade her that he should be prevented from enlisting. The reason given was
that because of his influentiG position his example migiit lead their sons to
volunteer 8lso.

** One form taken by this confusion is seen in the reluctance of some Nisei to
swear ungualified allegiance. One individual crossed out the unqualified, and
answered question 28 "yes” (he later stated that he wished to delete his dele-
tion) . Also, one Christian paster reported that it was the word unqualified
which caused the most trouble to several boys who consulted him about the reg-
istration. . The feeling seems to have been that because the evacuees could not
accept as unqualifiedly justified the evacuation and its curtailment of rights,
they ought not to say that their allegiance was unqualified. That is to say,
they somehow wished to state their loyalty while at the same time reserving the
right to protest the evacuation.

***It is perhpps of irrteresl: to note thst well over fifty per cent of the Nisei
girls volunteered for service in the WAAGIS in the later leave clearance regis-
tration.
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RELOCATION AUTHORITY

Cormmini y Analysis Section
Second S ecial Report on Registration

I arrived at Manzanar the evening of March 26 and began work on
March 27. have felt that my first task is to become farailiar with the
history of Manzanar and have endeavored in various ways to acquaint myself
with the flow of past events* The reading of "the files of tlie MANZAIAR
FREE PRESS, the perusal of the reports of a number of divisions, combined
with what | knew of Manzanar from published articles and newspaper files,
have given me at least a beginning of background and perspective.

I was not long at Manzanar, however, before | discovered that a most
important problem requiring social analysis and interpretation exists, one
that requires understanding and social intelligence, both because of the
unhappiness it has created, within the Project and "because of the daraago
and repercussions which can result from a mechanical, or shortsighted re-
action to it from the outside. | refer to the large number of “no” .answers
returned by both ali©is and citizens to "ohe so-called nloyaltyMquestions
(Nos. 27 and 28) during the registration and application for leave clearance
which began February 13.

Accordingly | have thus far devoted much of ray time to an investiga-
tion of these wnow answers, and to the question of whether they can be ac-
cepted. as an indication of actual disloyalty toward the United States and
of active loyalty toward Japan. | have talked the matter over with a sub-¢
stantial number of persons of Japanese ancestry, some aliens, some citizens,
in an endeavor to learn what was in their minds @llen they made their response.
Many of these people, may add, are greatly troubled over the answer they
felt it necessary to give at the time, .and have either asked to be allowed

to change their answer or would like to do-so.



My conclusions and interpretations on the basis of this preliminary
survey are as follows1 For all realistic purposes and in spite of the in-
tentions of the framers of the questions, it is very doubtful whether these
guestions should be called woyaltyMquestions at all* n a good many
cases (the great majorityj suspect) the final decision had relatively
little to do with affection for Japan or disaffection for the United States*-

The crux of the whole problem is that the aliens were asked a ques-
tion to which they felt they could not, in safety to their future and
conscience, say Mesn* n the original form (659 Rev. A) the aliens were
asked not only to sirear unqualified allegiance to this country, “~hich re-
fuses them naturalization and citizenship, but to forswear allegiance to
Japan, the country of which they are nationals. It is true that this ques-
tion was 7/ithdrawn and another substituted for it, but the very fact that
it appeared on the form created great uneasiness.- It must be realized that
these aliens are well aware of the resolutions of legislatures and of group
and individual demaiiiis "tliaij "tliey be returned to Japan as soon sis possible*
Many, despite an earnest desire to end their days in this land, have been
led by circumstances to the conclusion that they will never again be able
to earn a livelihood in this countrys and assume that, they will therefore
be forced to seek a refuge in Japan. Naturally they wondered whether such
a renunciation of Japan would not jeopardize* th6ir Japanese citizenship or
subject them to punishment or disability at the hands of the Japanese govern-
ment should they come within its jurisdiction, and they reacted accordingly.
A negativistic attitude sets in”

The substitute question™ formulated at Manzanar, while it did not
call upon the aliens to forswear allegiance to their national government,

did inquire whether the aliens would defend the United States from attack,



including attack by Japan. Unfortunately, the Japanese character by which
the words "to defend” was translated, has a much more aggressive and

m ilitaristic connotation than the English equivalent. To many Japanese
aliens, a wesH answer seemed equivalent to an agreement to take up arms
against the country in ~hich they hold citizenship. Such an agreement or
action, according to the laws of most nations, including those of the
United States and Japan, is considered treason, and is punishable by the
loss of citizenship and worse. Although the purpose of the question was
primarily to expedite leaves from the centers, upon reflection and in
view of the total situation, it is not difficult to see how the very pre-
sence of the question evoked resontment or was received as a frosh attompt
to persecute and disconcert.

It cannot be too strongly emphasized that the question 28 for non-
citizens which came from Washington as a substitute for the first and un-
satisfactory version, though it was tho question answered at all other
centers, is markodly different from the question which the Manzanar
residents faced. Registration at Manzanar iigs virtually completed by the
"piiiie the substitute Q uGstion arrived and it: was "too late to make the changG

The final Wasliington question, TThicli all centers excep Manzanar
had the privilege of using, is an Gminontly just and reasonable ones It
calls upon tho onoiny alien to abide by the la?7s of this oountry and to
take no action which would impair its war effort. But it does not imply
any responsibility on the part of the alien for bearing arms against the
country of liis origin and citizGiisliip. As | understand it, this is all
"biiat can and should "be asked of an enoniy alien in time of war under
international law. And I am convincod, had this question and not the

other been submitted at Manzanar, the record of the rosidents would have



been as affirraativo as that of othor conters. 1- other words, | think

it is safo to assort that the difference in porccntage of wosw and wiow
answers between lvlanaanar and other centers is largely a function of the
difforonce in the quostion asked rather than a reflection of variation in
basic loyaltios.

The cuiront reaction of tho residents tends o bear out this anal-
ysis. As a result of corrospondonoo with friends and relatives in other
centers, rosidonts of Manzanar have loarnod that tho question they
answorod was mucli more porploxing and formidable than that which was put
to aliens olsewhoro. Tlioy have inquired of tho Project Director concern-
ing this, and, at tho present writing, the inhabitants of 17 blocks have
met and have passed resolutions asking for tho privilege of answering the
Washington version. It is difficult: to see how ”~:his request can "bo refused
or why tho results, if tho request is granted, should not replace the old
statistic. Only in this way can a reliable comparison between Manzanar
and othor centers be attainod, and if these answers are to be in any way
used as a basis for future dealings with the residents, only in this way
can equitable treatment be accorded tho evacuees in Manzanar.

"“i/hilo the character and unfortunate sequence of the questions con-
cerning loyalty were an important factor in the negative response of
aliens, other elements were at Fork in the complex situation. To a cer-
tain degree the greater hardships through which many of the residents
have passed are reflected in their responses# Many of the Manzanar resi-
dents are from Terminal sland* Ehren before the outbreak of war Jey were
the butt of a certain amount of discrimination and suspicion, "/hen war
came they rrere tho first to suffer a total work stoppage and loss of

income, while farmers and persons in other fields of endeavor vjoro able



to continue for a time. Tiioy were not a prosperous group and so suffered
hardship almost at once. Their work had taken them close to naval and
defense installations, and so thoy received moro than average attention
from the F.Bs ¢ Their loaders were 8 1l into custody and their commu-
nity crumblod under dislocation and fear. After being assured that they
would have 50 days to vacate their premisos, they were suddenly informed
that they had but 48 hours in which to evacuate. They bear the scars

of the suffering and property loss that compliance with this order on-

protend to expect it. The negative rosponse to a question that was deemed
unfair then, was reinforced by a protest ovor harsh conditions to which
thoso pooplo had boon subjoctod. n my judgmont tho Glomont of protest
dominetod any olonicnt of affirmation. It was not intorost in Japan, but
blind resentmont ovor discriminatory troatmont which ontorod prominontly
into tho decision.

Thoro is still another factor ~hich has vory little to do with
loyalty or disloyalty toward tho United States, but uhich motivated a
good many Mhof, answers from aliens. This is tho loss of confidence in
thornsclvos and in the iknorican public I7hich evacuation has entailed. Tho
form on which question 28 is found is an Application for Loavo Cloaranco.
Thoro wore those who assumed that if thoy answorod all questions, and
particularly question 28, in a mannor satisfactory to tho authorities,
thoy would bo sent out to face tho compotitivo system in tho outside
worla at this timo. Many of those aliens have soon the stakes and fruits
of a life of toil disappear in a fow turbulent months. Thoy are nou in

average rzoll past their prima in years. Their total discouragement at



thoir dispossession and insecurity is a reaction from, thoir past thrift
and industry. This loss of faith and confidGnco is and rrill continuo to
bo one of tho most appalling consoquonccs of evacuation. This is parti-
cularly serious because it is contagious; tho old rofloct bitterly that
thoy havo not boen able to establish security for themselves or their
children in a lifetime of toil; tho young road thoir future in tho light
of their parentsT plight. At any rate | have found that a good many
ansr:ierod "now or vtctq influoneod totrard a nogativo rosponso simply bccgiuso
they could not again face tho responsibility of an indopondont oconoraic
Gxistonco in or near white communitios. Obviously this has little to do
77ith loyalty as such. Il:does havo a great doal to do rrith an assault
that has boon made on the psychological integrity of a group. hear
rumors that tho *no” answers arc likoly to act as a basis for repressive
action against those T/o gave thorn. No policy could bo more unwise. In
thoso casos it would only increase tlic hopGIGssncss of the individual and
make 1is rehabilitation virtually impossiblo. Certainly a sympathetic
and constructivG policy is roquirod, 010 uhich penetrates beyond tho ver-
balisms of wosMand unow to basic motivations, foars, and uncortaintios.
It is my considered opinion that tho answers of the non-citizen
group to question 28 arc far more an index of thoir faith in thoir future
and rehabilitation in Amorica than of loyalty. Tho rcnoual of faith and
confidonco in thomsolvecs snd in ~America is not an automatic or spoody

process. It takes timo; it proceeds against obstaclos. iSnough time had

11 ™

calm and adjustment uiiich gonorato confidence and nou faith, havo been par-

ticularly marked at Manzaner. To begin rjith, Manzanar ~as first an assembly



eontor, and tho shook and griof of first dislocation is in somo measure
associated with it. Socondly, Manzanar is ono of tho smaller projects
in size and, boing in tho westorn Defense ZonG, is subject to close mili-
tary survoillenco. Thus the barbed Triro, tho guard torrors, and soldiers,
uith thoir grim implications, arc all too cYidont, Finally there is tho
unnerving attitude of tho outside population of tho area, from r/hich tho
eontor cannot bo insulated* .. n no other part: of country is tho
feeling so liostilo agsinst those of Japanese ancestry. Nouhorc else docs
tho radio and norrspapors carry so many throats against tho future and
civil rights of thoso of Japanoso antoeodonts. Thoso incvitebly have
thoir effect; thoy ovoko angor and promote pessimism, Thoy roviTG foar
and uncortainty. Thoy act as tho basis for rumors and thr w suspicion on
guestionnaires such as tho one under discussion. It SwO/ns to Mo neces-
sary and justified that the Federal Grovornmont, 7hich has established r -
location contors and is rosponsiblo for the maintonanco of order and the
Noll-being of tho residents, should attempt to cxorciso somo control over
tho dissominp.tion of colored and inflammatory statements and ~information”
cslculatod to create- restlessness and rosontiiicnt among thG rosldonts#

hsvG dealt itli tlic undorlying moanings of tho wno” ensTTGrs of
th non-citizens because tho decision of tho older people iras so central
for tho rosponso that tho younger people folt impollcd to msko. Once their
parents, for any of the reasons listed above or for a combination of thorn,
dotorminod that thoy uould answer »" », tho childron rrorc facod Tith a
grave problem. The oldor people essumod tho "orst, that a Hhof, answer
i/ould bring segregation end cvontual forced return to Japan. They appealed
to thoir childron to return a comparable ansuor so that, "hatovor happened,

tho familiGs might remain togothoi- end inviolate. Tho pressure upon the



childron uas iirtolorablo. They had soon thoir parents uprooted and
humiliated. A good many, resolved to spare thoir oldors any further uorry
and sadness, suppressed their Q711 dosiros and -voted MhoH Others resisted
parental pressure for some timo, only to give in &t tho ond, The movomont
to have all members of tho family reply in tho same gonoral T7ay, so that
a like fsto ?nd dostine.tion v/ould be shared by all, procipitatod en ondlcss
numbor of qur.rrols and misunderstandings v/ithin families. No moro unfor-
tunc.to and disorganizing ovent could have occurred-. |Ill-feelings pnd
family disruptions uhich TToro occesionod then still persist, 1 believe
that this has matorially contributed to delinquency and gangstorism, and I
propose to invostigp.to tho point. There is much cvidonco thet those in-
ternal disputes have grontly affected personal happiness oud family life,
pnd it is tlicroforo imporotivo that tho issue be settled as sensibly as
possible and as soon as possible.

Tho fooling of loyelty to the old pcoplo and tho rcsolYG to shciro
thoir fortunes and keep the fexaily united iras tho dominant factor in wion
answers of citizons. In part this loyalty uas voluntcored; in pe.rt it iras
exacted. V/horo it ™as oxactod, s note on tho attitude of tho oldors is in
order. t must bo romomborod thnt tho non-citizon group h??’s very rapidly
boon roducod from a position of leadership in tho Japanoso community to a
position of impotoneG. Since tho Nisei as a group r,orG young and untried,
financial and community control uas in tho hands of tho first gonoration.
And, of courso, their positions as fejnily oldors loft the parents, parti-
cularly tho fathers, in the ascondancy. No group he's beon more rapidly
deflated. Their rssets and jobs -ero sI7 pt cside. The more prominent

1they hpd boen in coimminity life , ho more likely thoy Trere to bo investi-

gated, detained, or interned. Criteria of prostigo rore suddenly rondorod



void. Wion self-govornment for ssscrably contors ond rolocr-tion centers
was institu d the IssGi wore- barred from office. The family r;as the lest
as -,gll as the strongest refugo of this older gen ration, the only spot
uhoro tho uord pnd odvico of the oldors still cr.rricd rrciglit pnd authority.
Both aliens nnd citizens sensed this, and because of it, tho fomol* uoro

more insistent and. tho latter more pliant than irould othcruisc havo boon

compound of many influoncos. Tho citizens shared the rosontment of tho
Elions over uhat they considered to bo discriminp.tory pnd arbitrary treet-
mont* In feet, they folt their gricvp.ncos to bo even greater, for they
had assumod thrt their citizenship "Tould protect them from ovreurtion.
Then, too, mr.ny of tho young pooplo rop.ctod against the lot of thoir par-
ents. Tlioro arc those 7ho bcliovo thot thoir parents have boon intomod
for reasons rnd on GYidonco rrhich would not suffice to hold an 11181 or
a Gorman.

Tlicro nrG objections, rlso, to questions 27 r.nd 28 put to mr.lo
citizens. By nrmy diroctivGj only thoso rho uorc willing to voluntcor
imidiptoly to sorvo in tho rrmod forcos ucro permitted to rnsiror g,UGstion
27 in the nffirmntivo* Hundreds of young mon trho rro 'Tilling to tr.ko thoir
chnncos recording to tho rorkings of soloctivo service rnd to trko up rrms
.dhon md if thoy “ro cr.llod, ucro forced to rnsiTor Mow, rnd so uisroprosont
thoir position to the point of sr.ying thnt they rcro not billing to sorvo
in tho prmed forces of tho United Stp.tos on combat duty, Jhorcvcr ordered.
It scorned to those young men, ,-nd it is difficult to resist thoir logic,
thrt test of T7illingnoss to sorvo jps being prosontod to thorn 7hich dif-

rorod from anything doinrsndcd of tho rost of “raoricr.fs younth. ilnd it is
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the opinion of mpny of thorn thrt this supor-pptriotism cxpGctod of thorn
oddly contrnsts uith tho r.bridgmont of citizenship rights r;hich they hrvo
suffered. The prrticul”™r intorprotr.tion put upon question 27 by tho ™my
simply viorkod to irritrto n I-*rgo numbor of citizens. 010 young mr.n r/hom

I intorvioued, for instrnco, £xs rngry boenuso ho hrd been forced to nnswor

no”. Hg had boon Gngei* to voluirtGor but thG my men in ohrrgo advised

him not to becr.uso ho hpd .uifo, n child, rnd other family responsibilities)

Much moro repugnant to tho mrlo citizens =ks question 28. Over
tT7 -thirds of tho mwrlo citizens aro not rnd hr.vo never boon durl citizens;
they hr.vo novor boon rogistored nt r Jpr>.nosG consulrto T7ithin the required
14 dnys of birth. Logrlly they do not exist for Jr.prn. When those young
mon r;cro rsked in question 28 to wforsr/or.r rny form of nllojinnee or obe-
dioncG to the Jr'.prnoso empororM their rorction cr-n bo imnginGd. M"ny of
them interpreted it rS pn nttompt to forco durl citizenship upon them,-
pnd rs rn indiertion our govornmont m mpking rneG rnd not nrtionr’l
or intornntionnl I.:i tho criterion of their status. They did not fr.il to
note thr.t they Trero being pskod to r.ssent to r loyalty oath such ps is or-
dinnrily p.dministored to foroignors ;:hon they nn.turrlizG. They took this
r.s rddod proof they f, TGre not unntod or trusted*l md it reinforced thoir
dotormiimtion to rns*T r in tho spjho spirit -°s thoir prronts..

t is truo th”~t some r.ns'Terod question 28 in tho nogr.tivc 'bocruso
they uishod to r.void being inducted into tho rrmed forces and boliovod
that such rn r.ns~or uould insure thoir continued civilirn stntus. Even in
the majority of those cr.sos, ho”ovor, | do not think thr.t tliG motivp.tion

tips cor7p.rdico or rogrrd. for tho J*pmoso emperor. More importrut ur.s tho
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feeling thrt they r:ioro being oxpoctod to rssumo tho rosponsibilitios of
citizenship irithout being rblo to cxcrciso tho full privilogos of citizon-
ship. It is inGvitablG different «trGrvomQnt Trill rosul in difforent
response. Over 10,000 mrlo citizens of Hpur.ii voluntoored for combr.t
duty. The rntio at Mrnzru~r Tirs far different. The stnto of mind ttint
mr.kcs for tho difforonco crii bo overcome. * fair hr.ndling of tho alion
loyalty question ~nd tho consoquont bolstoring of tho morele of tho older
people uill not fp.il to h°vo its effect on tho younger gcngrntion. Time,
n successful rolocp.tion program, pjid fr.vornblo reports fpoi® thoso rho hnvo
joined the rrmod forces, 17fill stem tho tide of bittornoss and rrjr.kc interest
nnd fp.ith in dcimocrrvbic principles . o i point rriicre tho$G young men irill
"o as enthusiastic rs my to dofond them.
This is r prcliminrry roport rnd p-hastily uritton ono, It by no

mcp.ns does justice to the complexity of tho situntion. But it indieptos,

hopG, thrt tho "no” of prosidont of Mr.nzr'.nrr, like thpt of somo young
Indies, should not rlrrnys bo trifcon rt fr.co vrluc. It suggests, 1l0po,
thnt r. complex situr.tion cannot bo properly described by r 7 rd of limited
moaning, such ns Moy?,If, or Miisloy<°.If, Most of PII, trust hevo mndo
clear my conviction thr.t the problems of Manzanr.r nre not to bo settled
Tiitili r.n ridding machine.

Morris Edrrrrd Oplor
Socini Scionco Aie.lyst

Mmzcjir-.r, California
ril 33,1943



John H* Frovlii$e 4/1)2/44
Ooicaaunlty Aimljsis Seetlofi

Sub”Eieii Sdinm Kai

Beeentl/ &7 ung people*« a6sociatioxif usualljr r«f«rred to m
a Selii®n Eal* wa» c*i*ganl86d at* Tud® LttkB* haw a Chrthe*
to th# project adednlstratic™. is repp«a ts the fir attest )
TuQ I* f th young poopl 1 S®iaen SHV*ifr*

blcKslcs already hav« 8UQh gy dipo« Aft ®X&b orgaitilzairio*i €T

A& swiaociatltwi i® |damiod* Several £ 'O uact40lis tiiioy aspli¥

to d«v«lop are welfare,J)ub icity, libraiy *w ie«f <iramalU<Mi, research,
oratory* Hterary and editorial work, at*Utics including judo# stiaao, ana
kendo* & pctsonn™X "RpgryeiCifi%o Mid stwi”jr oonSi-*"MSlily
g«n«r»X opinion of the “ommhitrn,_uvi a *“parimmt of li&ison to deaX
njLth ©tihw a  It» iwgRB 1O aENIRV® a Maabcer?ilp ef flv# T
«SX DhALsA p€ pl.b« Finally”™ in addit>iOR to it© iMguXfir and
board _oovepnor3, it —uiil contain «n Mvi W& B° " 0$ rin *
we> aCivi#® Wsuc«i tiwvi SMibPS of OpoftinUtafcioR o® *11
aiToGt"Uig #idir welX"bcdf 1t

th® tsmporaiy leader of the proposed Selim Kai of Tul« Lak© w
aleo the ehainaan of tha GU& Riv«r Timng F«ople«s Association ittch was
regarded with »u#pi<”o«i  the adalnistira”cHi tsbs sent vo
Le»pp« In tale Lake the adaini»trat,iori is hesitant about permitting

of sutth &Selmn Kai. In dgapder to «valu&t® the valitiit® of th#

suaple@ldlis eqwr  understAnd roX& of Seiu«fi Kai th© p«opl«
it 1« neo&aearr to cormider th® part dloeti Eal*hav© pleyad in the Japa-
URBH and dap ©®e« @icfltfi »® an.
eonters* v

What ig S*"Aimllal*

S®Inen Kai literally translated means *y@ung peopil»# asaocdati*
Xt iy young poojpX™# BFtbs &d h&s [0 Do
Ju country one filo® Bush oXubs inid was ®o on tw
€'song th& J&pan0S9 AP9X4.0nii8 who foxmtd IniRnawrabl®

In Jai>an the villages bad th«Sr StdLwinaa and Sbo|ok»l (young
girlsl &soelatlon)* In Suye Mora® ’\pun}\]/ls»n and womn after gradufttloa
I> ® grmmot sehooi fonsoci such 7S8 eiaticMn.8 aw aat al» “J4 nohoo3LO»
fh* /oyxig a»n drilled nbH® th« ~muig girls <41d sowing and cooking”™ and
beamed aooouittins and philology* all big school occasions t
'wACd onfe in nijfoirt&d dspelftHr [IMRCEIDKN for th® oocasl ot 1ha®
9CHsI®tilos ‘srare branches a o&t<lonaX orgaj318ft*lon* Ihile® a yuay lii-J|||"|



Him had lass for | laseUnge aM 8 8 1 &parlor wh  bo”s ai
girls sadocect laeh *ge group held «9pa3r&te parties*

these social and 1311itaxy seinen lod™in ~&paa bef©r« th9
present ther« was a Dal Mppoi SeiiMm Kal for jouiig urxnipflo$isdi m i
«»> wish”l to bo estabXlIsh”l 121 M&nchurlft*

Ao Uidtod SiA it.

The p«opX«*s assoelatlorm In thia eoimtiy hav« b«#n dIffum it

Aroa thos« ia Japan* Hu 3roti» oj*anl*ati B®were formed along l«fc«r«st
lixMMVI* - Most ef th« ehuroh”s had young peoiiU1" groups both amcsig th«
Buddhlai# andl th« QhrisU&as* within Ui» BT and XUCA8 th«r# wm ma’y
maftU clubs* Th» laa”aii™ schools soiastiaes organised a S«inan Kal* Stu-
dtrttt and aXusuil tit tl» various sebopls utuall*r tQvmd. asaoelatloiis*
Athldtie clubs of all typfm weare AMm judo# aamo# caad kendo™
to sroherat baweba3lLf football® piai*p tV§ and fhere wer» polltieal
elubn lik« thm Young Domer&is of Oi&kiasid and the JACLf and th«re
literary and dramatic eXul>8f and « fm e”« serious dismission gjnmpti*
Som yoimg peoptlft fcxM dtH'iaaior prifAetural organisatioosi eopiAd altitr
th«ir parents' IssziMiiikadtf  7hO orpurdiifttloii nmm om su$h "Meariean
versions as th« Goldesi Bear«# Terminal I»Inxid Sklpp<irsf Mont«b«IXo Coppers®

Oliy~rs™ the San F«mai%lo the Zw 99 Anehovles® the OXIT"r
Hastings and Brmc&a™ to sueh Japanese nmm m Engwi kfd (dramatle0)|
I"al kai (MLXovnihlp}® Judo X *m”m kal oltib) 2mmji3L Sho™o kid
(Buddhist ehuroh gnmp}f Kjmdo kal (firdi<K7)f and the like* Th« use of

wordk9 “velnelt kal™ cU4 not mcew*&eil™ r«EXeet the <ikgre<i of
Americanization or jt the aasoeiations* Hw«vi»r th« dtibs
un”er tlie Obrl«tl«n X»sd Hkttly to us« Japnn(»8« titles than
t* Kib<iila&dBaddhidtgroi*a.

of th« Hisei b«tl€mged to s™*tal groups, Tbom intagrtstod
In »port8 eono«ntrat«d on athl”tle elubs* for soelal purpose nmuoy b®-
loni*dd* It was a good wr to met other pftrtleularljr  th«
opposite 8t SNidftnts likAd to Jola student elub» m & of g?etting
together W know other Hlsoi* Xn m»t ixmtmo"&9 the oxa«r people had
lIttld to do idLth th« clubs* Amog the Bukl™o S«Iinen Kal (Y oung Buddhist
A8«9elation)f the Xas«l j»lght hold advlsax” ixisltlona but actu«£ljr did
rtol auporviae the acilvItl™ to &great eadsnt*

_ thi ds*ree of Japanisaiiofi «aong th®«e Oluba varied* Mo wark
tjrple«<Ujr  rleaa in lateroH la emrar respect and had ne knowledge
of things Japanes#* ftmm ia”erest™d in Jap&nuie sports like jnclo™ stioo™
and and mmbmt of Junior Bateau kal iv«re more intnr«8t«d in
JapusoM eultiire# T” se groins w«r# taught Ilmi spiritual raXm of ihttlr
sports m | w«r« Ulletoo™dn&tocl vdtli Japanese ideaXs of b”iaTlia™
A 26 /ear 0!4 Kib«l deserlbtd ttm Butoku kai as a fenodLng soei«t/t MKt
tikaeh«8 + hoir to behave, to reapeet panmtft, etc- My of thi KiML
<xrganis&tl is« too had a Japaasse ooltiaral orliniatlon bat seldom wer« 0011-
eemed idth p6HU es*

~In dlseu»«lAg young p«op3j*9a as8atiomif It xaust be rseo”dstd
thai thfli ymmg Japanese Anwio&na as*« not 3L aliictt «nd lum dlv«rM in*



Thwe _ Kibai wirh«d to join 8 1 6 1mp® and
bneom iUaarieiinised* Timm othmi #10 h«v« Xik«d to fmtm
00110 thin but did not haw th# opportunity or w«p« hesitant ana f«lt
Ther® were eonsorvatlvo Kisel whoa th« i«bre Aasrlcardaed
60U18Ncdkokisd, EJLIN. thfiy wvea® # Mypwi®630"™ * 1
Eisel who »i«b«d to acc«pUd by Ceueaelaiw b«i flnsecure mth
A micl f&c&s™ thttli* own soolftX cliL<|iwi# Vilwy aws?i Aai™t  ai
And finally. were uho ssslallaied &xid a«eept©d
in Cangflr . groups and w«r« in ©vwy r«speel Airicana*

Thwns VWU Tt dpUIt* not™id a1 HIs#l aird 1dbi4 lit «0a© oS

peoaUl* groups, Klb«i fregiwntly could not *>«ak Engiinh and had
ttlii la G witli tht Niegr would ~ieii Ibrm o
th»y did ihla In nmm ~iddhist ohorches# iilathe gpmthla districts*
T» otbsi* eab<ss ti#" JoiniKI witli 1de A 28 yea*™ oilA Kib€l <te8diafetid
hit reasqons t&r joining the Hmm»t BAimn Kal of «hich h® b«cai® pewOrntm
»lhea | first caae back fro Japan | eouldn t 8p®ak English and eoald not
] las 2 olid QuGdgh™ aod thigr axX biit Z Ifttw1l
joimd to ajp«t other p9 pX« and iaak« ftriends am le”ra to speak letter

Bi u_ﬁ *  AltteBgb the IvV®. Ry ¢ farming lhily owa
seinon K&I or Joilgng N Issi asg)odUn* varied %y Ejhave glll bCCXm T

gardftd with «uOpiel<m by th« ag«ci©» and »uch groups aa

the CaUfomlItt A”sricmn Leglcm* Xattw organisation lay

%> Sibellll pfirtleular and dQtorlbed timm & follows* *8&0 iaportm% a
_in__ pr edition Xld®« ~ . 1 0*1 1

this actiTIty be«ti oonsid»re<If that Japan gw* Aspeolfic_rea© to «U.

1s L hiwnl to Hula lateiis® |Afusiiail r to# vplx~tt

Japunlsae tim Kib«i cowsUtuted om of Japan” priaary h |»« ftaf 00
operation In ttm event of a war with the United StaUs** Tbe CNXt&miA
Legion listed el«vtm organisation whleh they cori»ld«reci *»subvor8iy « « —
tbre” isw® psr«f®ctiir« groups flw iw*# wdl*lou* g*WIP* both
jfiopi Bisldhlst* «ff» Ihs a dlvisie™i of tlwi Jf'SL$ and two | eansiofi IdwitlQrt
th« ns™iims for theox® organlsationtt were described by tlr* X/t™ontrt  rSo

organised war® th« ot Aiawlca th&t wIVB® AnierlOAIi dtlsa”Mi

who took th®ir fflnal «hot«* in J«jM L«a in Jftpun its™MIE, t&mfX
district Ilb«i organl*aUo«» to k®#p «liir« tlie Bjdrit and th« Yooltur«v
time obtained wed to iporfaet & o»wan bond «fl ng WO several groups*®
Thi® Int«rpr©tati®i of the Klbei Seiwsn Kall« ©xtreae and doo« not ra~
13 4 1tli9 TidflotiA trp 9 of Ki3Nni 611itbs and twt joinltsg bu<i
orgardssatloiis* Klb«l tomod these organi«atioiw not only b#eaa»« of
language difficulties but b«caua® mny had no inter««t« In Coesaon ulth
the Klbol* They w®r« eapecialgr int«?efit«d la dircu»«ing thslr place in
Aaerlean «ocd«I3r &d thair pro™oas of ad”ustaent* 8000 mve interested .
In Japan#®® oal r® and speiife their ti  EPH ting iectujp#® and o/ tjirloail
eemtests and tho Xik«# It was a cultaral rath«r than nationaUaUe In-
t«r«8t that thegr strex»>®d with rogard to J*panf althoo”i in »adow Ifuitanciia
uzidoi*UdI™ th« naUoxuOiuuUd attitudes wm «xpre«9ed# ofchw*-?2*r®@"
t«rest«d in b9 firxdng better Joawlean cdtisens* = AKib«l f &g« 32f
deaorlbed the Klb«l Kfik<;1i Slhdiaiii Kyo Kci {Kib«i A~rioan CiU«ttMi A«>1>: _h

i *»RI » «I i » «
fapont, Poe IO L0 (RRPHT Y 1 PBI b 1o aie” Ot

*1,.y fy| XAngua™ QG €N £ 1«OMO0 "Wo £70® JMpStp *fc *B
sosseMsiB qul.6 liwNiveldbtoti' gp ppop&t 0 aiui pwt



in activity of JACH# Therefore, they thought they might artairt another
olub having tho saiae Aim and ideals™ that, to b« a bet™r 01 )
IMa d b was first organized mainly for the puarpow promoting

the social welfare of the KibAlt*

K d68C3Mptaioii ot sgibs of th® sRIft®n kalp ot th® Ooast> bdfoif8
eva*uaticm will illustrate the different typea of organiasaiiona.

Bukk/o Selaen Kai of San Pranelgco*

A £owv& Aesibor of Buddhist* Toutig PeopOL0*8 Association 8tabx®d
that# this ?roup was sduaillar to or X\CAX Itost ot tHO Hi.sel
joined It for recreaticm purposes* It was also a place to meet people,
especially of th© opposite seat* The spiritual int«?#st was the most
Minor oonsideraiione Th« Bakkyo Seifien Kai wer« dITided into branches
within each district. They were eonneoted nith the Buddhist ctfiurches
ami wexto organised t"o promote Buddhls% jldeaXs* As th© MIL.S6L gP6w up

organi.zbifcl.olyi becaua© Xe O and issfit iNCC@strcd> in Buddhism and
concentrated on athletic owmwnte Gamlval-* axul dan<G®&8» In th© San
Francisco JBk, there were Christian Nisei who joined to take advantage
of the sports and parties# AXti"mgh each branch had an Zssei advisor”®
tbls posi‘lllon was honorary and the Xssoi frcKjaently did not a”6nd tH©
seetiags as th« dlsctissionB about scMbial and a™hletd.e plans did not ia-»
terest hla# The insotinge were eondueted in English* In San Francisco
though a few Kib«i belonged to the organization, the larger number did
not & they wep© not* infewsslied in the aefeivitric® ot Blsol.* Kibei
in the IBA attended all Meetings# even to the danelng class , but
on the whole did not assoei&te with the His«l outside of th« eltib# The
group i™s not a sorious one* ®hwy seldba had lecstures and wer® xwt in-
terested in sueh activities. Th«girls and boys held separate etings
but |oiaed each othersldanees and parties.  Some of th# more eonserrative
par t« did object to their childr belonging to this orgaaiaation be-
eause of itit great esxphasls on soelal events* The priost struggled to
bring Baddhiaa Into th« meetings and a compromise was reached nhen th»y
agreed that a service wouXd b« heXd Ju»t before th® iseeting*
many of the Hlsei arrived late in order to avoid th« service. ThO
organisation was diyided into two partst th« Junior group, ago 15-18,
and th« Senior groupf age X3»22«

Sart«I X» Klbei Selnen Kal»

Tim Kib«i Soinsn Kai of West Los AngCle«f as described by a
Nis«i who spent three years in Jsp&nf a“ears to be tj*oal of th«
Kibei organisations formed 411 the eitiat on th# WEGst Coast* The Slbel
felt they to fesm thair oun organissations beeause of their "outcast*
positions. They had little la esoronwith th® Kisei and could not ooosHtt-
aleate with them* FurtoerBiQipe® there wq© a ntiraiber in this country nith»
1 Uieir parentsj had no ti  "to any f an™ sought ®ach

other*s eoii®a!™* Even those with famlUes did not alnays find themselves
la agr««mwit with the Is»ei and th«ir age differenc© sefved as a barriei%

Th« y N t had their eatjp©rienc® In Japan In coarnon* This gave tham a
cultural and language tl6« Thay were xao© serloue than the Kisel and



did mt the Hid#i interests in athlotles and mei$IB9 |hi 3«wt«U«

Sejjeim Sal haddi I"etures« oratorioal eos™09t»$ and tal*xt Bb&m
Hh9y med in all th«lr and <asly b”r» wwi ellgIWL# fca»
ma”rshlp~ A ma>jeet uMcb ecaw*m«d thaa especiMXi”* and to wblch they
dovo™td hours jf discus#10n wa« th© Futttr® of the Kibedl, ixi
tlie Th™r s *~and the nc™d to  djust in this Qountol

to a ufrJerstandiiig of th© “igljyih «id to olngX«

with th« 18s«i and «wn_th« Nisei. Th” did not hav® I» 1 advi rs*
Qr d Otntes the Itibel J«et«d Is 1 adrit®ors because tha KiSVit

VWWR bc™MKP #di Ettid tiiftn tite Xs801 find, though kstotf ~iro %40
las«l» ThU MmI felt tbat th® K"bei wanted th> His«l io uadarstand
JapaiM # wliil® th« MI»«l groups wmi tx"i(? to h”> tt» Iss«l und«r*
oiand : 6911 cult~r#. e 1 _! auid Kib«l d! aliighUi iw dui>
in th® large titles*

In Seattle th© JMn.$ & In oth«r objeetdd to tl» foxmtioa
of Kibol Sdn(i& Kai* fh»y rmmit&d th« use of tfapn®s# at «11 the Kibel

and th« Kibei woul4 not i«am English bec_ xdca»«*

54 6 by foitaliig tiheii* soci* w. Xnct-ead th» «<AOK lby®»d n

divi8l0n and tiled to briiig ih» Klb«l into their organiasatiom, Many
join bul® tha twD gscoups o/sft gN» 91011g life® vwtt

mttfeagonletie tcsrard the Kibel MAdle th« Kilfocd showed little understanding

of the Hlsei* Thy JACL aO»aye baU "«t4ng» in English \nP6 jar Yld«d

translations for the ICibul*

Jatmii“ge African Seiiym Kad of Qa3c3jM«

In Oakland Japaaes® Language Sql™*ol ixp~udsed & S«iAan Kali,
pwWpisos® was to fot% a isttsup ua™iw whot# mw It» ecnild pnsrdbas®
li&nd| Obtain iltlI©8 and liko* "ti© group originall”r ijieluded both
Hlsel and M b«l# bat before long th”r e«parated and held tlaelr om
At first the Isa©! isaated to ckontr©X the og&nlaaiibW3sf felt.

«fUr a whil« th”r lo«t and h*d to appeal to iho club each tia®
91itiS ns e
Tom a©QUJuge of M sei s”etlm of th« were isot>*

ducted in B~gliiih« fhe bo/», «g© 14 to iaf aalniy cOncentarat«d on sports*
Th™ iKic itlontiljr hsd dlseu881@n gpoupo WO Mbjacts isiom u®t pcili*-
tloal* Instead they mmc  d thewiel a mdth topic of voeationel

opportunities and edueatlon for %m Hlsei. enj*rod 13lamilng
arti « das . pigmies and hikes, the I»eel frosmed m their dances
ut the Ki$el h«Xd Uiem N KiJbel too disapiixwadt UsmUgr the
Hleel mj™ to the draasatie group of the Chrlstiaa Sndoa™or Ch»reh»
OMt of fifty iaed»Bers la thu aeotla»# anljr abwit six nm&
Hi Th«ir meetings were conduieied In Japimes™i th”r orsanlas™d orap*
torical 6<mteatsf Bpomov~d k«ndo™ driwa&tlcs in and h«Id

olltloal and economic dlsouaalons* thegr sccsraed tha Kiael b«catt»« of
hO©Ir Jlaek of s«al_a©»8 IKi refusal to parfcietpai© In th«dr dlstossdosia,
hxQr tho«#i tho Hisei existed from da” to day and did not think a”»ad«
A b«a n*ng to the Sls«i s«oticm elaiias the |[ib«] wanted thm to
th© t 9® olt Japan% and fcht Hu thii“hi# 'tht



Kib«l were quite «iaoti(maX# s«ntiia«at&If and interested in Japanese
eult«ir«# He described thorn as “romaatieierts4*

Although the Klbei wero glv«n assistance by ih« X8«6if th”~r were
rrquiexitly, antagonistic toward 181191Int«rf«reiioe when Xssei tried to
x*egl Ont them into 18891 pattema and put acr B» “outiaoded Japanese
ideas¥s )e KIML insisted on freedom of thought and aetioa* s far
as th» Misei were eoneenml timy considered anyone a IClbei who was int«r-
eaied in Japanese oulture. rhgascdl®itt ot Aether or not the indlvidTial
had bean « Japan* nid«l in 'U'lls di*n”t like those
p60|lI6#

In addition to the typea of Seimn Kalsdescribed above, thoro r«
several o”ers. The Jimidr Konjl*cai were mad« up of Japanese Aa&rioans

parents were from th« saae ken or prefecture* this groi®p mintalnod
an «o*tlfiC3iaily created tie to the ken and primarily to Japan# As”"erlean-
ized: .Nisei' looked upon”the .young:'people:._ho. Jcdiied an
nJapanesyf,. i This group did tend to look to Japan for lilwilr cultural
values. Also some of the Americanized Nisei considered th® seas™bers of
tlie Jtmior J pane e :GHf|) iv Qf ere "tjapane y1
* 1 Illp N N

, Mdst of the Seinen Kaisdiscussed above were in areas
the situation v/as different from the rural districts, in rural ar”as
thsre were tmmr organisational and the jremng po |*e w«re less XikdLy to
SpGLit on the basi of Klbei and M isei. le cider people had re eon-
~rol over the organisations and th« Kl el mre acceptable* Xn
8 N9 instances the Kiael were mozi nliskgano™ and spoke th« Japanesd
language, whll« in others the Kibol tmr® more willing to accept 8 i30 of
th» Hisoi interests.

In the Relocation Centerse

The Seinen Kal whleh dereloped at th9 e”ntere dIff«r«d oonslderabl™r
from the pre**ev«euation groups* emKlltlons of th« c<int#rs <le this
devdiopment inevitable* to a large «xt9ixt the Kibei*4$isef split is
still obeervod but other features were more la”*pdrtant* The 70 Dg people
tOm Ktheir Bukkyo Sein«n Kal aa before QYaeaation and &SSm™i a raor#
laportaat role in 1%e Biddhlst ehw*eh than they had before evacuation.
Ibm bloek SeiiMn Kols were forsiBd in stfvmtl ot th# o<mt«ro# and fillally
over««ll camp Seinen Kalswere attempted* 7hes« block Seinea Kalsmr«

tnm pre-~vaeuailoii*  Ttmy more ©specially eonewn«d idih
bringiiig the Xssei and Hieel closer and idshed to make the Hide!
of Japansae oultux™* Before evae tion san of the Kibel had not be«ti
especially close to the Xesei md had resented my efforts on the part
of the Xssei to <iaminate thalr organlsatione* But in th» proJ«ot« they
reeognis«<Il aore kecmlr that the gulf between %m Xesel and Hlsei wis
s«rloaji5 that the two groups dild not iinderstarKi each oth«r# and that the
eultsral schism between tho two was acute* 3lnce the Kibei irore of iho
Hlsei ago group wed lot the l«s«i euXiur«# tb»j saw tharasolvss as ths oo*
oz nal™mi of th™ two groups and sought to briig the two together to
dvralop an appreciation among Kla«i of JapaiMtse euXture* the 9r«3>all



had similar ftu»stlozi9 and in Poaton I was also
med9 to org&olad an oreivall organisation whloh M90lld partlelpate In
eent«r politixss* This failed*

Zr all the e«nter8f la addition to ti» group« intearestod in
Japanese eultar9| larg« nmbex”™oS ~aerlean eXubs were stairted*
w&r9 latdr#stKl la &hXal 9 and socslal events* fhe naease of some of
these olubs are Eohwering P-4 »ettci8f th9 Eight BalXnf the SuiM.de
Shuad# the Pioneeris, the Indian 6ui<iO halftim the MuUxiomi
th# $tarlight«f Hunt ~oln”Minmag Olcl« Doklwif Skili|>«r«f

The Pogton Unit | S»in«ti Sal*

In Foston Unit X$ there were at Xeaet four bloek org&nlsatimie
«hielt gav« thess«lv/8 th« nasa« of Seln i Kai« They «tat#d their iaotives
wst9 lorimaHJLjr to a lindirstanilliig betwMia t~i 29891 and
Jui™*ills€Kl (Eis«l ivho have a«ver b«en to Japan)* In Hloek 27 the boy™
wer# encouraged by tho Xsa”l to toxm an organlsatloii t<i p“tyvi40 con-
struotiTe aetlvit*r for young mm and » fcorestalX gambling* ttm Blook 37
Seixmn Kal m8 totmd % baris® the Xss«l and Hisei 01090r« The iao@ting8
\mr9 eondueted in Ji*anede and led by m Ql<to Influential In
Bloek 42 the Sttlnen K&L had &junior fwd senior division* It 3iart®d
ti» neorBiftnt to establish a Japaaese language sohooXand organised tb»
Japanese Slngspiratlon to help Kisel improve th”ir knowiwigei of th»
Jalianes# langoagtt, the leader waa a Kib«l* The eon»«rvative Xsimil o0oai»
fidaliieel against the 3eln«n K«l wh«o during th« Christsaas and Hnr fear
holidays th”r sponsored sereral danees® they disliked the Amriem
slant th« Selnen Kai was taking* In Bloolc 44 Seinm K«1 a split between
th« Kib«l amt Jun”isel dmlopod aft«r a sluiri porlodf and thft Jua-
Siaid group fomed another dub to sponsor mbasktttbalX tem” th«y

Daard thseiselTeft the _ *« lh all four S«In«n K«if although
o Klbel weie espeelall”™ intearost*d in the organisatdLoiift® thO groaps
were not primarily Klbel as mny 11181 bdXongod* wer« girls as

woXI as boys in these Sdioan K«ds*P

In addition to these bloek Solnfixi Kais fta effort ims nsdA to
organiwi a eas”™rido clneii tCait tho iboy ¥tnt for beginning la
Units XX and H1 of Poston* Asplit oeeurred or«r the concept sons of
thtt liSadort of the fynotlon of dtuih an ora™alX organisation* Cix
gr m» wislied to jaake it a polltleal orgenlsatiea to as & fxressuro

roi™> for the Central Kaceeativ# Coanrltt«« of Unit 1* Thyy 9&« the
einsn Kai wi«XdIing pmrer not only in ci®reaeting th« Japanese languag«
and imltur« but in aaaisting in iailidRtaiiilng Xav and orator in th» eaop.
regaining th« oltisenahip rifghts «nd clyll liberties t&t th« dtlasena”
and stuidylAg the probleos of rehabilitation to guide their parents after
the war* Ths organiBatlon did not aatexdAllse & th« majority of
peojple ~tio partielpatod in the planning aaeting preferred to it»«p out
of eenter polities and work 801017 in thm dlrectiim of bnlplng the Klsei
tsndsrstaRcl tho Xe««i and Jajpanes* ealture*



Gijla Toun™ Peopled Aasoolation*

In Gila a Selnen Kal waa organized b?/ a gl‘OL_i% of Kibei headed
bjr tiie ldadcnr of tbe present groxi|> Jja Tulii liak.» ey We*® Int>ex*06te(i

In Japanese cuXtiural activities and in tho need to Japanize th« Jun”Hisei*
The Selnen Kal was looked upon with suspicion by th« administration and
the leader was sont to Leupp*

MdE7t Selnen Kal in the Centers*

Zn the loung Buddhlo“ ssodL&tion also, changes have taken piaee
caused by the relocation canter li"iJQg* It ha« become a more serious
organization. The young leaders assisted in establishing Buddhist ser-
vices fox*Tyoun[q people in addition to their eodlaX activities*

BuM Axicftnlzing inTluences haTQ been feOLt In @ Buidclhlst

thpotigh the XBkO and soiae tricd to sponsor ih© establlshiaent of

an American Buddhism* Even those who or© more conservative have directed
tthe sprvleiuB KT young POOpie itway jtrosi the HilXuorgug, and hav.
InjecM | more practices and the use of the English language
They have coabisued to sponsor daac«8 and sports but IM® been interested
in the serious religious aetiTItios also. Thgr h&e accepted Issel act
viee add the Buddhist priest* Xeadez™*hip laore than before evaouatfion™ but
aever~"heless ttmy hare remained x”ejlativeljr Independent*

Thus m see that center concHtion9 brought the various groups
closer and made them subject to each other*s influenc* more than before
eraeuation» The Nisei lo particular are in a difficult position. Before
wacuattion they att"endod the Aai&rlcan 961100Xs and mingled with Cducs,8i.ans

selay JspanjlLadiig iafluenceat w®&*g count™8Pact» <l But in th© relocation
centers this situation haa changed, and iwlth It the concept of the use
of Seindn ICais as a xadthod of “apanizIDg 1891 ad as & political
instrument has arisen* This nm developia«<nt of the Selnen Kai may be
considered as o© of th@ several re’jpQns O araong title evaeueea to th*
attack fttom without* Asolidarity la the group is observed caused by
svaeuation* One frequently hears th© c fiveentf *Wifre all Japan»s« to-
gather» As a many £eol the 29391 and Misai should be cXos%*
and should understand eaeh oth”r* In Tula Lak« Triers attack flroa without
Is sharper In the minds of the people than in th« other c«it«rs and wher©
the people f«el completely separated from the adsdxii8tration# this need
to tor& strong groups Is even isoi*e Gcetrao*

Ittolicationa for Tule Lake Selnen Kifti«

Xhe Selnen Kai proposed at Tula lake on a caisop-wide basis embraces
aaay aetivlitie the various groups promoted before evaluation and the
ooneepts devO10ped in th® centerg as a r»«ult of life and evacua_
tion9 in an effenrt to appeal to both the Nisei and the Kibei, An expressed
motive is to bring the 13001 and Nisei eloser through haXPIrJ[%eth« Hlsei
miderstiand fth@ cultiure oJf th® 18 The approach sosut ot "the HisdX had
before evacuation of helping the Xssei unddrstand American c\iltur« is
gonef as one would ~xpeet in 7ul« Lake*



th« trends observed In oth»r az'e stronger aooenta&tad
in the TuX» Lake S«Inen Sal pdans* Th« group I® ev«n sop© serious In
its Intent and more far-reaching In Its goal* they even hope to make an
iatenaive study of post-war opp x*tunitie$ for th# Hisel aad prc”>abljr thi»
womld Inclwte the Isaei* 111 addition to *ad&| and r«cratixm activities,
they wish to oonc”atrate ©specially on cultural and liiarary interestse

There armany probXeas posed bjr the organi2ati<m of such a dnfka
Kal* The CSjarter itsalf cannot reveal th® mUutl way the Seinan Kal idU
IT thos"e In the organlaatioa us® high-presaur© methods to
force Kis«i to 4 in, 1t wlH create a serious »ltuation. If It doesnH

work out da with exasdr; aggigabiafes] tastwill arls® &
conflict betiswn Seinen Ksd and the IBA# tho sports cluos, iculariy
the sumj and kadb groyps™ and the adninlsitr&tlon QommaXy Actr*

Titles Section. Its success X1 be d«termined by the response of tho
Hisei and their interest In sueh an organlasatlon* It 11111 bring the
Nlaei eloser to the Klbei and to the Japat”se culture than their
evacuation clubs etvoft did* Those who jian to go to Japan with th”ir
families may b# more receptive to such a jjrogram than they were in the
past*

The ~Miung people in Tol# Lake toda/ find the™r have too amch tim
on their hands* There 18 a large unes™ploy™d group and the aiiuatidn is
serious* A Seinen Sal will b« of value in keeping the %tmng people e
cupied and In directing thea into activities in which the”™ s’y b6 Aactor-
astad* Th« program is broad and probably ulll appeal to a large nisraber
of nisei* Xf they are denied the right to fofra tiielr oan orajanissation®
th«/ will be reawmtful md n”~ellious, and th© poaaibiliV ~ w»z iag
underground will be heightened* [Ms would b« iwsre serious especi&Ugr
for the ac&dnlstratioii. Of cours©, it i» pasaibl« th© SedlLnea Kal fdH
become so strong it wmild be & jpoXltical factor 1» TuXo Lakof but danyiag
it th© to orgaalsB» «ill not jirevant such &jaove*

Two  the functicaas in particular visualised bjr tI5® foimdters
will r«€luir« more thought and ﬁUseussIoii befcwrt.ti*y are undertaken by
th© tFA. Theip plans to establish a welfare departmmt laay eonfllcst

Ne eadsting  Awelfare pspogra% and however good th«dr inte«tikHns
they do not have the CJoorofesslt’\iax skills with which to approach th®
tﬁ of probl”~s handled by the H9Ilfare Section* iicwevop, in Told Lak$
the pecwpl« and the a”nistr&tion are not eloa« and eoiae people needing
h«lp may hesitate to appI%/ to tim Welfare Section* A greater uE”erstanding
of Japanese culture ajnd th6 hesltN&tlon [Totusl among «case» of th® people in
relation to welfare problems are desirable* ?*»ther the go«“«twoens in
bringliii thia about should be the S©in«a K& car another group in the
coarsanlly will have to be decided* Another welfare function the a«3 cia~
tion plana to concerned with i» juvenile delingH nGy* In utovking id.th
the Education Section are th«y planning a "Big Broker» typ® of program
to ooimtaraot Jirreoile daUnciafeney? Under proger supervision thi# might
1ork out vixry 110X« Another i\1ic%ioa planned by th© leaders which would
to aogBii extent daplicat« the Cotaoanity Analjifis Section is th« Pe2aonneX
jDdjpart’esixt established to stu”f aiui inrstlgato ths ~general opyrdUN £



the eoBBaonltyt as well as to nominate the ehalzmn of each departmente
7hi« requires professio”™ial skills and a careful \is« of data* ThO asso«»
elation should b« awar. of this, tha problems involved la th» « pk,
tho techniques needed for rdXiabla sampliiig of opinion™ and the impllea*
iions for suoh a jprogr™*

Discussion with IA&d a of the S«diien about* th«ir
II'tormcy. pibUclty, editosrlal™ aod reedarch d™partmfiH't necosaavy*
liyr written iaat"*laX which they alght s«<nd to other centers and “ileh
might b@ from a Japanes<i &8it"GEialLi8ti.e sXaat iolght have serious
MKE'cuxXoia9 n>& the point* of view of jmbXle reXalidons* It fiifty* b«
possible establish a THYloir boacNl %& di801163 all aateriAL being swit*
to other projects to prevent auch a sltu&tdcm from oeeuxring*

Xnst™d of refusing to peradt this assoolation to be organised,
it m>uld appear advisable that Ui« a mIni8tratlc»i diseusa with th«
X@xdor8 the details of th«dr plans md som of ihd ~robl«ms it will
faee# but mt inhibit theix activities, This organization la no aor«
stibvearsiv® t"haii any ot o'thsf young poopliliit groups* Xt conblnes o
AUnction of previous Seioen Kais iIntoa 6 0 1 1 organlxatlkm« It
Is not new &* different but is an «3gpresslon &t need whioh 8ae £ the
4 ung people teeX§ and thi& is their r fomulating thia neod into
a concrete plan of action*
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SUMBIARY OF MA.JOR FINDINGS

As of October 15,1944, a total of 33, 286 evacuees have taken indefinite leave,

and 19,013 have gone, or intend to go should there be space available, Tule

Lake Segregation Center* Frequently relatives accompany to Tul© Lake those who

have formally requested repatriation or expatriation and it is usually only a matter
of timO© before they too put in an appligation* Tule Lake now has 3,195 residents
who, unlike its other 15,508 residents, have not yet applied, but there is every
evidence that they will request repatriation or expatriation rather than relocate

or transfer to relocation centers*

Comparison of the relocation and repatriation figures of May 1, 1944, with those

of October 15,1944, shows "that the lead of resettlement over repatriation is
increasing* Apparently those who intend to turn their backs on the United States
have been pretty well separated from those who intend to stay here., or it may also
be "that no local or general crisis has occurred in the centers to stimulate a rise
in requests to leave the country. Now in the centers are 56,582 evacuees who have
yet to choose one of the two paths TDefore them -- resettlement in the Uni ed States
or departure to Japan after the ware

Whenever the War Relocation Authority has instituted a new major program, such as
registration, segregation, or selective service, requests for repatriation or
expatriation have risen* It iIs expected that any new program requiring evacuees
to make a decision about their future will result in more applications to go to
Tule Lake*

The decision to request repatriation or expatriation is more likely to be based

on emo-cion than reason* In a 2-year period, 8%bof the applicants for either
repatriation or expatriation have reconsidered their hasty decision and cancelled
their requests* Long-standing and deeply-felt tensions and anxieties focus on the
need to make a decision about a new program of the Authority and precipitate an
Omotional crisis and breakdoTO1 in morale -which leads those mho are on the fence

3r weary of family indecision to apply for transfer to Tule Lake and eventually to
apan

The varying reactions of different centers to program changes are reflected

in the number of their residents who request repatriation* If a center has weathered
a severe local crisis ich drained off the emotions aroused by svacuation and

center life, a change in policy or a new program does not lead to as many applications
as in a nquietn center which through the new program gets its first opportunity to
mobilize and express latent emotionse

Involved in the requests are the search for social and economic security, a desire

to hold the family together by following the repatriating head of the house, an
obligation to oar® for relatives in Japan, and a feeling of impermanency in the
United States« Added to th© basic economic and emotional considerations are problems
arising from center life*

Among most of those applying for repatriation or expatriation, political motives

are relatively unimportant# Many applicants for repatriation seem to have no
expectation or iirfeeirest in actually going to Japan* They go to Tule Lake to stop
moving for a while, to escape pressure to relocate under \mcertain wartime conditions,
to keep the family together, or to protest in this my against evacuation* Others

* Repatriation refers to requests of aliens to return to their native land*
Expatriation, technically speaking, .is the renunciation of citizenship in the
country in which one is vested with the rights of citizenship* Nisei -who
request expatriation have not given up their American citizenship but have merely
declared their intention and interest in going to Japan*



-who do look to a future in Japan often build up fantasies of life there with scarcely
a realistic idea of the government or living conditions in the Empire*

Certain possibilities as to future legislation about this group at Tule Lake are
discernible# There is, of course> a possibility that no provision will be mad®
for eventually sending Tule Lake evacuees to Japan* Bills have been submitted
mdiich would provide for deporting all aliens and citizens T«o have been declared
disloyal to this country* Other bills provide that after a review of individual
cases by an administrative or judicial body, the compulsory deportation of disloyal
aliens and citizens would be permitted* Several proposals dealing only with
citizenship rights would permit either the automatic deprivation of citizenship

of people found disloyal or the voluntary renunciation of citizenship. A proposal
of the latter kind has recently "been passed by Congress and is now law*



The programs of the War Relocation Authority work in two ways» On the one hand,
they open the way to reestablishment of Japanese Americans in normal life in the
United States* On the o her, .they direct Japanese Americans toward identification
with Japan* The relocation program accomplished the former» The segregation
program fosters the latter*

On October 15,1944, the Authority had a total of 19,031 requests for transfer to
Japan on file and had granted indefinite leave to 33,286 evacuees (Table 1)e
56,582 evacuees have not yet made a choice between relocation and repatria-cion or
expatriation*

Th© number of indefinite leaves should be revised slight y dovmward to exclude two
groups of evacuees who psychologically belong with those who have turned toward
Japan, but are now classified as having indefinite leave. These two groups include
(1) evacuees who have actually repatria ed and left for Japan on the Gripsholm, and
(2) evacuees who are interned and have been voluntarily joined by relativese They
are now included technically under indefinite leave which is a comprehensive

term for any authorized departure from the relocation centers for the purpose

of* education, employment, medical attention, joining the Armed Forces, accepting
community invitations, joining or accompanying relocated relatives, being committed
to an institution, entering an alien enemy internment camp, joining relatives

at an alien enemy internment camp, or formally repatriating to Japan. The last
three named categories include those who have turned their backs on the United
States*

Table 1 shows (1)how many evacuees in each center have requested indefinite leave,
(2) how many have applied either for repatriation or expatriation, and (5; how
many have not yet indicated a choice between these two broad alternatives* Most
but not all evacuees who have applied for repatriation or expatriation are now

in Tule Lake Segregation Center* Those -who have not been transferred to Tul®

Lake will remain in their original center until space is found for them in the
overcrowded Segregation Center* Tule Lake itself still has a residue of 3,195,

the composition of which is discussed later, that has not committed itself either
to relocation or to departure to Japan*



TABLE 1

COMPARISON OF NET FIGURES ON INDEFINITE LEAVE
WITH THOSE ON REQUESTS FOR REPATRIATION
AM) EXPATRIATION, OCTOBER 15,1944
Pop* Left at

2« Requests, Center Exclusive of

Center 1 . Indef, Lvs. ___Repat,-Expat** 1 and 2**
Central Utah 3,139 984 5,431
Colorado River 5,229 1,665 9,999
Gila River 4,468 1,715 8,591
Granada 3,074 300 5,396
Heart Mountain 3,708 959 7,873
Manzanar 2,121 1,112 4,622
Minidoka 4,325 421 5,677
Rohwer 3,432 1,212 5,798
Tule Lake 1,736*** 8,876 3,195
Jerome (closed) 2,054 1,767 0
Leut>p 0 2 0

33,286 19,013 56,582

* Table 8, a breakdown of this column, shows how many applicants for repatriation
and expatriation remain in their original centers and how many have been transferred
to Tule Lake.

¢ ¢ These figures differ from the actual population at the centers because many of
those who have requested transfer to Tule Lake remain in their original centers
because there is no space fro them at the Segregation Center* These figures

were arrived at by subtracting from the actual Center population of October 15,
1944, the number of evacuees requesting repatriation and expaeriation who had not
been transferred to Tule Lake,

=+ M st of these left before the segregation program when Tule Lake was changed
from a relocation to a segregation center*



Iible 2 below gives comparable figures for May 1, 1944* A comparison of Tables 1
and 2 show that the lead of relocation over repatriation or expatriation is growing
slowly or else no crisis has occurred in the 6-1/2 months period to direct many
people toward asking to leave the United States*

TABLE 2

COMPARISON OP NET FIGURES ON DEFINITE LEAVE
WITH THOSE ON REQUESTS FOR REPATRIATION MD
EXPATRIATION, MAY 1, 1944
Pop* Left at

2. Requests Center Exclusive of
Center 1* Indef* Lvs* __Repat.-Expate<* land 2 __
Central Utah =8 S S =8
Colorado River 3 e 1 563 1 o=
Gila River > e >~ a3 =)
Granada 2 == o7 6 105
Heart Mountain =2 6 S X1 8 247
Manzanar 1 a7 o1 s 817
Minidoka 3 o3 #407 #é)g
Rohwer 1 B7 17 220 ée4CB
Tule Lake 1 s 2 s 25,05
Jerome 1 w2 4 == s =7
Leupp o > o

Total 2r o=

* Breakdown in Table 9

Both relocation and segregation are continuing processes. At the same time that
some people are becoming interested in leaving the centers, others turn toward Japan
or at least to Tule Lake* This process of turning toward Japan must be examined
with reference to the conditions which stimulate it just as attention is given to
the process of relocation and the conditions which influence i1t*



INFLUENCE OF CRISES
ON APPLICATIONS FOR REPATRIATION D EXPATRIATION

Crises increase the number of requests for repatriation and expatriatione The
earliest applications were made in "the critical period between evacuation to assembly
centers and adjustmeirb "o relocation center life* Later the number of requests

rose as the result of three major crises which were precipitated by new programs

of the Authority about (1)registration for the Army and for leave clearance,

(2) segregation,and (3) selective service*

The ten centers have different trends in their applications for repatriation -which
reflect the different impact of crises on them. Two local crises at Tule Lake,

for example, have swelled that centerls number of requests. The first crisis was
the incident of November, 1943, which ended in a public demonstration; the second
crisis involved a series of events in the spring of 1944 which focused on the center
stockade and culminated in a hunger strike of some of the evacuees detained in the
stockade and a murder.

After leaving their homes for assembly and relocation centers, evacuees saw two
alternatives for -their future, namely, (1) to remain in the United States, or

(2) to return to Japan (or to one of its possessions)e Many would have deferred
choosing between the two until after the war, but the offer of the Authority

Mto return evacuees to the United StatesH (other than the West Coast) immediately
did not permit them to postpone thinking and planning for the future. Every program
causing people to think of heir future has led a certain number to apply fr
repatriation or expatriation*

In only on® month has there been a decrease in the net cumulative total of requests
for repatriation or expatriation* In all other months the net total has risen
constantly# (Table 3).

The decrease occurred as of October | , 1943, when the Authority had 7,490 requests
on file as compared with 7,571 on September 1, 1943 The decrease, however, -wes
definitely more apparent than real* What happened, briefly, was the 313 persons
actually repatriated to Japan, leaving on the ship Gripsholm on September 2,1943,
and their applica ion for 8 were then removed from the files of the Authority* In
addition, 90 other people 'Wio had applied .changed their minds about repatriating
and cancelled their requests* Since only 322 new applications came in that month,
while 403 applications were withdrawn, the net cumulative total declined by 81*

In every other 1lnth, however, cancellations have never outnumbered new requests e
The cumulative total of requests for repatriation and expatriation has contiimed

to rise rather than decline, and every time a new crisis dis urbs morale or compels
people to decide one way or another about their future, the number of requests can
be expected to spurt upward.

The effect of crises in raising the number of applications for repatriation is
known from the experiences of the centers and reports from them*

Unfort\anately, the monthly figures in Table 2 do not show this phenomenon because

of problems in their recording* These figures are from records kept in Washington
where they were sent by the ten centers* Because of clerical shortages, the centers
were unable to send in figures regularly each hth* Instead, applications for
expatriation and repatriation often piled up in the centers for two months or

more, particularly during crises which stimulated an increase in requests but added
to the clerical difficulties* Then, as they were able, the centers sent in the
accumulation to Washington where they were recorded as of the month in which they
arrived theree

During the period of segregation, for instance, 99 applications came
from Heart Mountain to Washington, but two months later 200 applications

ame into the_national office, representing apparently an accumulation
Fom the crisis period. y oP $ app ¥



TABLE 3

NUMBER OF EVACUEES REQUESTING REPATRIATION OR EXPATRIATION
BY SPECIFIED DATES, FROM OCTOBER 15,1942, TO OCTOBER 15,1944

NOTE: Specified dates determined by available data* Row caption dates refer to
date of receipt of document in Washington except for dates prior to 7-1-43, Twhich
refer to date of receipt in San Francisco*

NET NUMBER GROSS NUMBER
Requests Changes t Reauests Cancellations Deaths Other
10-15-44 19,013 71 87 -16 0 0
10- 1-44 18,942 232 453 -47 -8 -166
9~1«*44 18,710 754 803 -47 2 0
8-1-44 17,956 2,590 2,661 -61 -1 *
7-1-44 15,366 1,224 1,315 -50 -5 -36
6**1»44 14,142 1,820 1,903 =77 -3 -3
5-1-44 12,322 1,977 2,031 -49 —4 -1
4-1-44 10,345 1,273 1,331 -38 -1 -19
3144 9,072 717 766 -30 -2 -17
2.1 44 8,355 222 368 -116 -1 -29
1-  1-44 8,133 24 119 -95 0 0
12 1 43 8,109 419 514 -82 o) -11
11-1-43 7,690 200 364 -65 -10 -89
10-1-43 7,490 -81 322 -90 0 -313
**1-43 7,571 890 1,032 -142 0 0
8-1-43 6,681 296 522 -226 0 0
o3 6,385 2,833 3,206 -373 0 0
4 1**43 3,552 471 473 -2 0 0
3 17-43 -3,081 =0 38 -8 0 0
3-5-43 3,051 = 117 -35 0 0
2- 17-43 2,969 == 60 -35 0 0
1-24-43 2,944 a 215 -22 0 0
10-15-42 2,751 2,751 0 0 0
a
TOTAL 19,013 16,262 21,451 -1,706 -39 -693*

*

3 have never formally applied; 7 confined in ins"bi*fcu™fcions,10 outside relocation
centers, 99 interned, (Crystal City, Santa Fe, etc.); 261 duplications of applications;
313 repatriated on Gripsholm 9-2«»43#

Source: NRA 230 and 152
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Evacuation, The First Crisis

By October 15, 1942, about seven months after evacuation, the War Relocation Authority
had received a net total of 2,751 applications for repatriation or expatriation;

by January 24,1943, the net total filed in Washington had risen.to 2,944 (Table3)*
The relocation centers had probably received even more requests than that but had

not been able to get hem into the national office*

During the period from March,b 1942 (about a month earliermior those yrho evacuated
volun arily from their West Coast homes) to January, 1943, i%ien the Authority
received the 2-944 applications, evacuees were going through a trying period of
leaving their homes for assembly centers and of being moved to relocation centers#
mere }I©7 faced the prospect of residing for an indefinite period during the war*
Requests for repatriation or expatriation came, in general, from four different
groups of people

1» There were those who had planned to return to Japan just before the war
and then were unable to do so«

2* There were families of men interned, in the United States who thought that
they could 'te reunited only by applying for expatriation or repatriation*
They also seemed to feel it not worthwhile to remain in this country
if they were to be suspected during every emergency#

3* There were families <\Mose relatives had "been caugh In Japan by thO
freezing of travel and had therefore been unable to get back to the
United States# The families thought that the quickest reunion would
come through applying for repatriation and getting sent to Japan*

m#- There were a few who filed requests because they feared that the
depressing conditions in the assembly and half-built relocation
centers would never imprcre* Consequen ly# they felt it best to
try to go to Japan*

Thus, by the beginning of 1943, nearly 3,000 of a total of about 106,000 evacuees
had applied for expa *iation or repatriation For these applicants, the pressures
and tensions of the evacuation period and the removal to relocation centers had
been more than they could stand. They seemed to feel that it was best for them
to apply for expatriation or repatriation and start a new life after the war in
Japan*

Registration, the Second Crisis

The residents had scarcely got settled in the relocation centers and "begun to
adjust to their new way. of living "when the Authority annomiced the registration
program* The program was actually in progress by the first week of February, 1943,
and continued, in most places, through the next month*

The registration program for all evacuees over 17 years of age was instituted

and carried out by both the Authority and the Army for the purpose of getting
basic data about the evacuees. The Authori y intended to use the information for
its leaTe-clearance program which was to determine whether indiviaual evacuees
were eligible from the standpoint of na ional security to relocate on inaefinite
leave* The Army was using the information in its recruitment of volunteers for a
Jauanese American combat team.
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The registration forms had one question which particularly aroused much confusion
and emotion* Difficulties over the wording of this question, the decision of how
to answer it, and general tension over he wrtiole program together with anxieties
dating "back to evacuation led many to turn toward Japan and apply for expatriation
or repatriatione

The ques ion as originally worded asked the registrant, whether an alien or citizen,
to swear unqualified allegiance to the United States and foreswear allegiance to

any foreign power, especially the Emperor of* Japan* Aliens, sine® "they are ineligible
for naturalization in the United States * feared he/b they would belong to no country
if they answered nyes*tt The question was then revised to ask alien registrants

if they would abide by the laws of the United States and take no action injurious

to the "war efforts of this country. Citizens* of course, were still asked to

pledge allegiance to the United States*

Registration, in effect, asked evacuees to think iramedia ely about the future* And
they had hoped and expected to put off such thinking until after the war* Now
they had to review their entire experience in this country ishich had been climaxed
by the economic and psychological shock of evacuation and detention. Because they
had to make a decision after this review and under the influence of very strong,
and frequently adverse, pressures in the comunity, many evacuees used emotion
rather than reason to guide them in their choice between the United States and
Japan*

Though the Army and the Authority regarded registra ion as an important step
toward returning qualified evacuees to life outside the center—wto the United
Stateswas thepopular phrase—many evacuees did not see it that way* Either the
program had not been fully explained to them or well administered, or emotional
factors outweighed their appreciation of the desirable features of the program*

Furthermore, registration was the first opportunity for residents in most centers
to express concretely and publicly the protests, frustrations, and anxieties

which evacuation and life in reloca ion and assembly centers had produced* in
mfdoo cervfcers where residents had earlier meleased- heir“emotions "through local
crises, the reaction to registration was less vigorous and fewer people applied
for repatriation or expatriation. Centers also differed from each other in number
of applications because of differences in "the way "that the regis“fcra™bioii program
was announced, explained, and administered*

Minidoka and Granada had relatively few applications for repatriation or expatriation
during the regis"tra."fcion. program* Becaus© of 't nature of 'O adminisbrafcioii of*

the program and the information presented, these two centers suffered a minimum

of confusion and disorder*

A person of Japanese ancestry may not become a naturalized citizen of the United
States unless (@) he serves honorably in the armed forces of the United States
during the present war. (HO may have been naturalized prior to January 1, 1937,
by virtue of having been a veteran of the First World War); (b) he was born of
alien parents in Puerto Rico at a time and under such circumstances that he was
not an American citizen by birth or collective naturalization; (c) he was formerly
and American citizen who lost that citizenship as a result of services in the armed
forces of an Allied country during the first or second World War; (d) in the case
of a .woman, she was formerly an American citizen "who lost that ci izenship (1)
by reason of marriage to an alien prior to September 22,1922; (2) by reason or
marriage to an alien ineligible to citizenship after September 22, 1922; or
(3) because her husband, i1f a United States citizen, was repatriated prior to
September 22,1922, provided she acquired no other nationality by affirmative act
other than her marriage*



Colorado River and Man2ft.rar also had few applications after registration bocaus0O
earlier local crises had dissipated much of the tension created by evacuation.

In Colorado River Center, Unit I, a centerwide strike in November,1942, had drained
off some of the resentment and bitterness cuased by evacuation. The strike was

over the jailing of two men accused of "beating up another evacuee, suspected of being
an informer. Residents assembled to demand their release, and the entire coininunity
was dra-wn into the excitement. After an agreement had been reached, the community
quieted dowi to a state of equilibrium better than that before the incidente Then
i“ien the registration program was announced, residents were but little inclined to
protest against it by applying for repatriation or expatriation*

ThO incident of December, 1942, at Manzanar had a similar effect on its residents#

As at Colorado River, Unit I, the Manzanar incident started over an evacuee attack
on another evacuee accused of being an informer and ended in a demonstration

by the community whichhad been growingly restless for some time. After the incident
the Manzanar community, like that at Colorado River, quieted down so that he
registration program did not become the target of long-repressed emotionse

In the six remaining centers, registration led to serious crises and many requests
for repatriation and expatriation* Il these cen ers, unlike Colorado River and
Manzanar, no local crises had released the tensions aroused by evacuation and
removal to relocation centers* Consequently, the registration program became the
focus around which these emotions concentrated.

Jerome led all centers in the number of requests for repatriation and expatriation,
having nearly a thousand more than the center second highest. Registration was the
first crisis at Jerome -which led residents to express their grievancese The neople
who came to Jerome were the last to leave the assembly centers, which closed at

the end of October,1942* Besides having had less time in Drfiich itspopulation
could settle down and adjust itself to relocation center life, Jerome had a ntimber
of* conflicting groups in its population* There was a large group of evacuees

from the Hawaiian Islands who were unusually discontented and bitter over.their
evacuation and had never achieved harmony with the other Jerome residentse Besides
th©O Hawaiians, Jerome also had several mainland groups whose preevacuation and
evacuation experiences had deeply frustrated and disillusioned them about American
life. The predominantly rural and conservative nature of theppulation as well

as administrative difficulties further complicated the picture at this center and
influenced many to decide to throw their lot with Japan when registration required
theia o0 make some decision about "bheir future#

Though they were the hastiest to react negatively to he crisis, many more among
the remaining 100,000 or so were resentful about evacuation, the hardships of
assembly and relocation center life, indefinite deterition, and he day-to-day
difficulties of center administration* Their emotions, howeverhad not yet
flared to the point there they Twould apply to leave this country. Some later
crisis was to shake them loose from their a tachment to the United States*

Table 4 below gives a general idea of the relative position of the centers in regard
to the net number of applications for repatriation or expatriation as of January 24,
1943.

TABLE 4

NET NUMBER OF PERSONS REQUESTING REPATRIATION
OR EXPATRIATION BY CENTERS AS OF JANUARY 24,1943

Center Net _of Applications
Central Utah 236
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(table con *d)

Center Net Noe of Applications
Colorado River ==
Gila River s
Granada 1=s
Heart Mountain Ze
Jerome =1
lifenzanar =73
Minidoka =S
Rohwer ==
Tule Lake 167
Total 2.944

By the end of June, excitement over registration had declined and no new program
affecting all centers had been instituted by the Authority* Consequently, the
clerical staffs at the centers were able to catch up on the accumulated application
forms and send them into Washington. The figures for each center at the end of

the first six montlis of 1943 givO an idea of 'thi® sitju“tion fis "to rgm|"forifi"tioli and
expatriation.

On July 1,1943, the Authority had a net of 6,385 requests for repatriation and
eantriatioq, an increase of 3,441over the not figure of January 24, 1943,

(The gross increase was 3,894; 453 cancellations brought the net to 3,441) The
distribution of the 3,441 by centers is sho-wn in Table 4 with the net cumulative
total to July 1,1943, of requests for repei riation and expsitriatioiu 290

of those applying did so at the request of the Japanese Governmont (2,422, however,
refused the Japanese request through preference for this country); the remaining
6,095 requested repatriation or expatriation on their own initiative.

TABLE 5
NET HUMBER OF PERSONS REQUESTING REPATRIATION OR

EXPATRIATION BY CENTERS AS OF JULY 1,1943, AND
THE NET INCREASE FROM JANUARY 24,1943 TO JULY 1,1943.

Increase in Number from

Center Net Ho* Requests o July 1.194~. _1-24-43 to 7-1-43
Central Utah 664 428
Colorado River 663 142
Gila River 995 517
Granada 90 -36
Heart Mountain 697 405
Jerome (12 1,461
Ifenzanar 374 1
Minidoka 303 =75
Rohwer 627 305
Tule Lake 460 293
Total 6.385 3,441

Segregation, the Third Crisis

A glance at Table 3 shows that by July 1,1943, the clerical staffs at the centers
had got to the bottom of he requests which had accumulated during the registration

program of February and March and that they had also sent into TJashingtin in
June 373 cancellations*
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This is concrete evidence that emotions had quieted at the centers after registration
and "that many who had applied while under the influence of ceirterwide ension had
reconsidered, in personal terms, the meaning of registration and had vrithdra-wn

their applications for repatriation or expatriation* Also aiding in an improved
adjustment was the speeding up of leave clearance.

Some evacuees were now agitating for a formal prog“ram to segregate those, interested
in Japan from those planning"to stay in thO Uni ed Statese By the end of June,

the Authority had under way plans for a segregation program and the use of Tule
Lake as a segregation center.

During the last week of July, 1943, the Authority announced that segregation would
begin in September and October. Emphasizing that selection of Tule Lake meant
orientation to Japanf it asked evacuees to choose between Japan and he United States.

Segregation proved less of a crisis than registration. The fewer requests for
repatriation or expatriation that came during segregation resulted, in general,
from three major factors, namely, (1)segregation unlike registration was voluntary,
(2) segregation was a kind of clean-up Tiyhich gathered in those who had hesitated

to make up their minds during registration, and (3) the registration program had
effectively served as an emotional catharsis for embittered evacuees, and the
centers had reached a fairly stable, new balance before the announcement of
segregation.

The Authority accepted no applications from Tule Lake residents during segregation
because segregants from all other centers were o0 be sent there immediately.

People began to move there during September and October and to settle d -wm. The
number of requests from Tule Lake did not increase therefore during the period

of segregation; as a N *t0r of fac 1t declined. (Table 6) "because of cé&ncella ions*

During the 6-months period in which segregation was the major crisis, Minidoka and
Granada, as during registration, received fewer applications than any other
center. Minidoka showed a decline due to cancellations outnumbering applicationse

Rohwer and Gila River had the highest number of requests for transfer to Japan,
partly because of their largely rural population which tends o maintaiii a closer
bond to the homeland than does the urban population. The administrative history
of Gila River may also have influenced many evacuees at tha center to apply

for transfers.

Manzanar, third highest in requests, 1is a special case. Segregation was delayed
there several months after the other centers so that requests did not reach a peak
until after other centers had begun their train movements to Tule Lake, As
segregation got under way at Manzanar, this center showed an increase in requests
for transfer after September,1943*

Many Central Utah requests, like hose from Jerome, probably came from the Hawaiian
segment of the population*

Between July and January, 2,873 evacuees applied to go "o Tule Lake, but the

number fell to 1,748 because 700 cancelled their requests,12 died, 313 actually-
departed to Japan on the Gripsholm, and the remaining 100 either went to internment
camps or filed duplicate requests*

Table 6 shows the net cumulative total of requests for each center up to January
1,1944, and the net increase from July 1,1943, to January 1,1944, the period
in which segregation was the only major crisis*
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TABLE 6

NET NUMBER OF REQUESTS BY CENTERS TO JANUARY 1,1944,
AND NET INCREASE FROM JULY 1,1943 TO JAIJUARY 1,1944.

Net No* Requests Net Increase from
Center tol-1-44 7-1-43 to 1-1-44
Central Utah 935 =21
Colorado River 880 =17
Gila River 1,317 =
Granada 121 =21
Heart Mountain 744 a7
Jerome 1,690
Leupp 2 B
Manzanar 684 Slo
Minidoka 280 =
Rohwer 1,062 a5
Tule 418 a=
Total 8,133 1,748

Selective Service, The Fourth Crisis

When selective service -was announced on January 20,1944, evacuees again, as during
registration and segregation, had to think about tke crucial question of the country

of their future. Old people asked themselves if they were willing 0. see their sons
fight in the American army* Young Nisei asked themselves if they were willing
to give up their lives for the United States. The majority proved willing, but

to some, th® announcement served to crystallize heir feelings and turn them
toward Tule Lakee Colorado River had an unusually large number of requests for
repatriation and expatria ion after selective service "was announcede The explanation

for this phenomenon is that Units | and Il had gone through crises in the past which
had served as a catharsis. Also, Unit Il had been cleared by the FBI of people
they suspected* But Poston 111, vmlike Utiits | and 11, had always been kept under
control and its leadership never “purged”, so that the issue over selective service

was the first to arouse this Unit to express freely its attitudes.

l«fe.nzanar suffered much confusion because of the poor timing of the announcement of
selective service, which coincided with segregation* The latter program, it will
be r ecalled, was de ayed tihLei*e beyond other centers* Feelings about segregation
were still at a high pitch when selective service was announced and led to numerous
requests for repa *I 1 ]l and expatriation*

Gila River has "been consisten ly high in the number of requests for repatriation
and expatriation through any crisis.

At Heart Mountain, more highly organized resistance to selective service gained

a foothold thaii at any other center# Nevertheless, this center had relatively few
applications for repatriation or expatriation. Because many Heart Mountain residents
busily engaged in protesting selective service and raising the issue of civil rights,
they did not concentrate, therefore, on a choice between Japan and the United
States#

Granada, like Uni 11l at Poston, had been relatively calm through the previous
crises, but its reactions to selective service were forceful* I/llhen selective service
was announced, accumu ated tensions were released and ‘led a sharp increase in

requests for repatriation or expatriation*
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Between January 1 and July 1, 1944, there was a net increase of 7,233 applications
(7,714 gross minus 360 cancellations,16 deaths, and 105 withdrawals for other
reasons)* However, of the 7,233 net requests, 4,934 cam®© from Tul© Lake alone while
only 2,299 came from the other centers* (Table 7)# The astonishing number from
Tul© Lake, discussed more fully in the next section, had little to do with the
announcement of selective service because the Army considered but few Tule Lake
Nisei as eligible* In the other centers, though# selective service was certainly
the major crisis in this 6 months period, and the effect of its announcement coupled
with the accumulated tensions and grievances from previous crises was sufficient

to shake loose those ydo had been indecisive before and make them decide to apply
to go to Tul®© Lake*

Table 7 shows the net number of requests from each center from January 1 to July
1,1944, and the net increase during that 6-months period in Tillich, except in
Tule Lake, selective service was the principal crisise

TABLE 7

NET NUMBER OF REQUESTS FOR REPATRIATION AND
EXPATRIATION BY CENTERS AND KET INCREASE
FROM JANUARY 1,1944 TO JTTLY 1,1944.

Net No* Requests Net Increase from
Center to M»l«*44 1-1-44 to 7-1-44
Central Utah 978
Colorado River 1,589
Gila River 1,694
Granada 296
Heart Mountain 959
Jerome 1,791
Leupp 2
Mpnzanar 1,086
Minidoka 411
Rohwer 1,208
Tule Lake 5,352

Grand Total 15,366 7,233
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LOCAL CRISES AT TULE LAKE SEGREGATION CENTER
Selection of Tule Lake as a Segregation Center

In the fall of 1943, the Authority decided, as stated earlier, to select Tule Lake
as 8 sogr@g8."bion conijor "t wiiich. &.1X rgoa."tri8."fcioll or Cxpa*brig™fcioii applicants in
the relocation centers would eventually be sent#

Tule Lake ms selected because of its extensive acreage, capacity for 16,000
residents, location within the evacuation area -which made i1t subject to Western
Defense Coramand regulations, and the character of its population xhich included
numerous potential segregants*

Those Tule Lake residents Twho did not apply for repatriation or expa and

WB.S assuniQd, reloca."fco evsnirually and re*turn to norina.1l Anisrican 1if® wOre
to be transferred to relocation centers* Many did leave, but some refused to move
and thereby put themselves in a peculiar position. Although they had not expressed
a desire to go to Japan by requesting repatriation, they chose to live in a canter
in -witdich the majority of residents are oriented toward Japan.

Population In May, 1944, and October, 1944

On May 1,1944, the total population of Tule Lake was 16,939* Below is the
breakdowi#
(6,085 Transfers from relocation centers of applicants for repatriation or
8,533 E expatriation _ i ) .. .
2,448 Tule Lake residents #i0 had signed for repatriation or expatriation
8,406 Tule Lake residents who had not yet applied for repatriation

16,939 Total

The 8,406 Tul© Lake residents mentioned in "th© broakdowi consisted of several
different groups with at least one common characteristic, namely, they had not
applied for repatriation or expatriation and technically, therefore, did not
belong in a segregation center* The se groups were made up of the following kinds
of people:

1. Those who had been refused leave clearance, necessary for relocation.

2* Those who refused at registration to promise allegiance to the United
States and support, or at least, no hindrance to the war effort. These
people are popularly referred "to as the tho-nosw because of their answers
to the two registration questions* L .

3, Those who vollntarily went Tule Lake to join relatives, who had gon®©
there after requesting repatriation or expatriation*

4# Those who had been residents of Tule Lake when it was a relocation center
and had refused to leave although eligible to do so*

5# Young children whose parents had made no formal arrangements for them as
to their future country*

Six months later, on October 15,1944, the Tule Lake population was 18,703. Below
is the breakdown:

(6,632 Transfers from relocation centers of applicants for repatriation

15,508 or _expettriSLtion i L o
8,876 Tul® Lake residents 10 have applied for repairiaiiion. or expatriation.

3,195 Tule Lake residents who have not yet applied
18,703 Total
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The 3,195 are all who are left of the approximately 8,000 wlio were described under
the five headings abovee Included among them are O\ tiess some newcomers "“HiD

voluntarilg left relocation centers to accompany relatives who were applicants#
IT the 3,195 people who technically do not "belong in a segregation center go the

way of the others we can expect them to establish before long a legitimate clain
to belonging in Tule Lake by applying for eventual departure to Japan.

Segregaii s Left in Relocation Centers

All those who have formally turned away from the United States to Japan havO not

yot been transferred to Tule Lake because the se%regation center is ObViOUﬁ;X badly
overcrowded sine® it has a capacity of 'birt 16,000 and an actual popula/tion

18,703. The overcrowding is naturally a source of tension and in

itself a decisive
factor in the rise

in requests from Tule Lake residents who had not previously
segregated.

At the same time, the presence in relocation centers of 3,505 people who-should be

in Tule Lake because of their applications is a constantly irritating factor to

those in the centers who expect eventually to resettle in the United States (Table 8).
on 1,1944, there were 3,789 applicants in the relocation centers who should

have been at Tule Lake (Table 9). Obviously, the number of transfers from

relocation centers to Tule Lake remains but a brief step ahead of the n\mber of
applicants who are not transferred*
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TABLE 8

LOCATION OF PERSONS FROM RELOCATION CENTERS
REQUESTING REPATRIATION AMD EXPATRIATION,

Original Relocation
Center of Applicant

Central Utah
Colorado River
Gila River
Granada

Heart Mountain
Manzanar
Minidoka
Rohwer

Jerome (closed)
Leupp

Total

Tule Lake
Total

OCTOBER 15, 1944,

No. Applicants Trans-

ferred to Tule Lake

865
694
1,049
84
752
564
175
680
1,767
2

6,632

8,876
15,508

TABLE 9

No* Applicants
Remaining in
Orig. Center

119
971
666
216
207
548
246
532

0

0

3,505

LOCATION OF PERSONS FROM RELOCATION CENTERS

Original Relocation
Center of Applicant

Central Utah
Colorado River
Gila River
Granada

Heart Mountain
Manzanar
Minidoka
Rohwer

Jerome

Leupp

Total
Tulo Lake

Grand Total

MY 1,1944

No. Applicants Trans-
ferred to Tule Lake

REQUESTING REPATRIATION AND EXPATRIATION

No* Applicants

Remaining in

Orig. Center

Total
Applicants

984
1,665
1,715

300

959
1,112

421
1,212
1,767

2

10,137

Total
Applicants

S71
If

9,874
2,448

12,322
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Rise in Requests from Tule Lake

In the 6-months period from January to July, 1944, Tule Lade had more than twice
as many requests for repatriation and expatriation as all the relocation centers
put together. The nine relocation centers and Leupp had a net increase in this
period of 2,299 requests; Tule Lake had 4,934 (Table 7).

The reasons for this rise are complex and numerous. Some of the reasons ares

1» During the fall of 1943 wvdiile segregation was going on iIn the relocation centers,
no new applications were accepte Tule Lakee The lifting of the ban led to
many applications coming in about the same time*

2* Due to clerical difficulties at Tule Lake, no requests for repa- riation apd
expatriation were processed and sent to Washington, D.C* for several months*
Then starting in April,b 1944, the clerical staff began to send in large
numbers of requestse Up to February 1,1944, Washington had received only
414 applications from Tule Lake 1in March, 570, The following list shows the
net cumulative otal for each month from April to October and including
October 15, 1944*

Aprill,1944 1,014
May 1,1944 2,448
June 1, 1944 4.139
July 1,1944 5,352
August 1,1944 7,897
September 1,1944 8,615
October 1,1944 8,831
October 15,1944 8,876

3* Tension, always present at Tule Lake, increased with the transfer of segregants
from relocation centerse Among the segregants were several leaders iwho, like
those Pansferring from Jerome, continued to exert a powerful influence among
the residents not only of their former relocation center but over Tule Lake.

4* The most susceptible to requesting repatriation or expatriation are the non-
segregated residents at. Tiue Lake in the five groups described above. They
share the crises and difficulties of the segregated residents and life in a
segregation center. They are exposed to contact with those who have committed
themselves to a future in Japan* Public pressure at Tule Lake favors repatriation#
For the many Tulle Lake residents who answered HnoM to the question of loyalty,
repatriation is a logical step*

5 Two serious local crises which afflicted Tule Lake during the past year have
also left their Iark on the non-segregated population of the center

One of the issues ine he crisis of November, 1943, involved segregation and doubtless
influenced many to apply for repatriation* A chaotic type of community emerged
during the incident and created a climate favorable for repatriation and expatriation.

The second crisis took place in the summer and spring of 1944 and was climaxed by
a murder and a hunger strike of those detained in the stockade in the center*
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CANCELLATIONS

In the two years from October 15,1942, to October 15,1944 ,11% of all applications
filed with thO Authority requesting transfer to Japan have been mwithdram for one
reason or another. The larger part (80 were withdrawn because the applicant
reconsidered his decision and decided to cancel his request and throw in his lot
with thO United States. The remaining 26 of the withdrawals were necessitated

by the death of the applicant; his actual departure to Japan, to internment centers
or to institutions; or his having made out a duplicate application. (See Table

3 for figures)* .

A peak in cancellations followed registration "which, except for selective service,
has been the most emotionally disruptive crisis the residents of the relocation
centers have faced* Many acted in haste and then cancelled when they had thought
the matter over*

In general, three groups of people have cancelled their requests#

1* There are those who applied because the family head was interned* They
had thought the only way to unite the family was to apply for repatriation*
H?hen the family head was paroled from the internment camp to the relocation
center and the family ms united again, requests for repa riation were

cancellede

2* Another group included those who requested repatriation becuase of
obligations to relatives in Japan# The removal of these obligations
eliminated their reason for wanting to return*

3* Others viio cancelled their requests included those who had felt that there
was no future for them in this country but now were encouraged because they
recognized that through the reloca ion program the Authority 'Wes returning
their civil liberties* Children have frequently used this argument to
persuade their parents to cancel their requests and plan o stay in the
United States.



-21-
MOTIYES FOR REQUESTING REPATRIATION OR EXPATRIATION

Security, family solidarity, political ideology, and a feeling of transiency in
Anerica are among the dominant motives which have directed some evacuees to ask
for repatriation or expatriation and thereby identify themselves with Japan rather
than with the United States*

To evacuees an application for repatriation is a highly personal matter* Declaring
that little difference exists between applicants for repatriation and he non-
applicants, they observe hat those 'who have survived crisis after crisis may suddenly
feel overwhelmed and yield to their frustrations and pressures* Highly personalized®
the u timate decision epends on individual psychology and experiences# Consequently,
individuals with paralled family situations an3 experiences may decide differently*

For example, two Kibci at Manzanar -with a similar family situation answered
differently during registration. OnO returned to the United States in 1937,
speaks English well, likes this country, and, "before evacuation, found it,
easier to make a living here than in Japan* Nevertheless, he has refused to
sign an oath against Japan or the Emperor because his parents are still in
Japan# Such an act, besides preventing his return to Japan, would disgrace
his parents*

The other Kibei, who has also recently returned here, is the eldest son in
his family, which 1is in Japan. Like the other Kibei, he would like to visit
his relatives after the war* But he has pledged allegiance to the United
States and volunteered to teach Japanese in the language schoole He expects
his family to discrwn him and to put one of his brothers in his place* The
first Kibei could not give up his family despite his preference for the
United States; the second Kibei gave up his family for this country#

Undoubtedly, the reasoning of each individual and each family varies with the
particular situation, psychological needs, and social pressures* However# whatever
configuration the pro&iems of a specific individual or family may assume, many
similar motives are involved*

Search for Security

The search for security is a fundamental motive in requesting repatriation* Most
applicants feel that neither in the relocation centers nor woutsidew is there
security for them and that even before the war their security was precarious®

For ttiis reason they choose Tule Lake and, ultimately, Japan in their quest for
security# During a crisis when the individual is .most strongly avrare of his acute
feeling of insecurity he may succumb and decide to request repatriation, especially
if the crisis revolves about the issue of national loyalties#

Before Pearl Harbor, the struggle of the Japanese in the United States was like

that of other iramigrant groups attempting to achieve economic and social security
here* The security of "ti® Japanese was narrowly based on an agrarian economy and

the establishment of conummities which were neither entirely Japanese nor entirely
American* They were forced into this type of adjustment partly by economic and
cultural considerations and partly by discrimination and legislation which prohibited
forOign-born Japanese from acquiring citizenship. Evacuation swept away whatever
economic stability they had so laboriously developed for about forty years*
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After Pearl Harbor, attitudes of the American Japanese toward the United States

were modified by anger over property losses, bitterness about the hostile public

and press, fOar of proposed legislation against 'diel|a and fright over the suspicioiis
of the FBI* Serious questions about both the United States and Japan were raised

by not only Issei and Kibei but by Nisei as welle Evacuation and subsequent events
made evacuees wonder whore they could live and. work without interference with their
personal liberties* Probably they would have remained suspended in an indecisive,
questioning stage had not various crises in the center and a hostile press and public
created sharp conflicts which pointed up their need to decide whether they could

fOel mor© secure in "bhO Uni™ted States or in Japan*

Before ad. after evacuation, as "the result of wartime OOUditions” csriiain. groups
of West Coast Japanese had experiences -which raised the bitter question of
future security. Because these groups have had difficulty in rebuilding their
faith in the United States, many have asked to be repatriated* Though not
necessarily more wJa.panesyM and Bolitically conscious than other evacuees,

they are more disillusioned and broken and” look to Japan for the security they

heve not found here.

The Terminal Islanders make up one of these embittered groups, for they
lived in fear and uncertainty from December, 1941, to February, 1942*
After their businesses had been ruined and their men interned, they

were given 48 hours to evacuatee Many went to Manzanar vdiere they formed
a large and especially bitter group of people who requested repatriation.

The Hawaiians in Jerome were another angry group# They had been selected
from the entire Japanese population in Hawaii to be interned, sent to
the mainland, and transferred to relocation centers. They claim to have

been promised many things viiich never materialized* mAlso mainlanders -
Jerome ostracized 'theui so "bhat they became a group apart in the comm.uni®by*

For the duration* Many of the older people thought they could achieve security
for the period of the war 'by transferring o Tule Lake. Numerous Issei have
asked for repatriation, 1iiot because they wish to go to Japan, but because

they want to enjoy the security of the centers as long as possible# Many
enjoy the freedom from the strain of living in a Caucasian community. 1In a
center there is no competition, no language barrier, no cultural difference to
set them off from the rest of the community. Some even challenge the Nisei

by asking i1f they think they will ever be able to adjust to a life among
Caucasians after years in a center* These old people look to Tule Lake as a
home for the duration whore they will be free from any pressure to relocate

or to pick up their old burdens once more*

Issei particularly fear the possibility of forced relocation. Segregation
prompted them to interpret this policy of the War Relocation Authority as

one of forced relocation and, therefor®, a threat to their ﬁresent security*

By going Tule Lak® some hoped be 1solated from ph&s® of* "the

program until the end of the Tisar. During segregation, rumors swept the centers
that after segregation had been completed all evacuees in the remaining relocation
centers would be forced to resettle. Many people with no real intention of
going back to Japan requested repatriation inerder to go to Tule Lake and
escape relocation. The relocation program has, on the one hand, stimulated
som® evacuees to leave the center and return to normal living® but,on the
cfcher hand, it has turned those who want to assure their residence in a center
to repatriation*
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Curiously enough, a rumor of a center being closed seems more influential

than the actual closing of a center in pushing an individual toward repatriation*
"When Joromo Center was closed recently, relatively few applied for repatriation
and at no time was there a rush to repatriate. Yet when rumors swept Manzanar
Center that i1t was soon to be closed, some of the panic-stricken peopl© rushed

to request repatriation. They reasoned that once in Tule Lake they would not
have to move again or face the possibility of relocation. Rumors about closing

a center arouse uncertainty and fear because evacuees dread the mere physical

acb of moving, "the sense of imperroan@l06 iT creates, and "bh® prospect of more
weary adjustiosnts.

More than anything elsO evacuees want security and serenity. In their om

way they ar®© planning their future, though they do not always agree with the
concept the War Relocation Authority has of Tinmt their future plans should be.
Many wish to wait and see what postwar conditions will be like before they plan
resettlement. Wien the Authority forces them to think about relocation, the
world outside, selective service, and registration, they keenly feel that they
are being pushed around. In protest, they request repatriation#

Postwar security in Japan is the expectation of many evacuees whose interest
IFrepatriation and expatriation is based more upon motives of economic
security " upon politic® or nationalistic considerations*

The quest for postwar economic security is intensified by fear of what the
postwar period in the United States will be life for people of Japanese desce -
Evacuees wonder if prejudice and discrimination against the Japanese people will
become more acute after the war when the soldiers return# Will these soldiers
object to their holding jobs and identify them with ihe enemy? Fear of the
postwar in the United States has made some feel that repatriation is the way

out and that they will not have to face such problems in Japan.

Thev wonder too if i1t is worth remaining in a country which will always regard
them with suspicion. Discrimination before evacuation and the experience

of evacuation has made them Ospecially sensitive and suspicious of any move
which might be interpreted unfavorable* Thus, the slovniess of leave olearance
recommendations has made them wonder if there is derogatory information quoted
against them. They are very critical of this slowness.

The quest for economic and social security in Japan is likely to b® strong

among those who lost all their money and property during evacuation and

they cannot start anew here. They hope that perhaps they can find opportunities
in Japan. Others who may still have funds fear they cannot regain their lost
status in the United States* They have little ambition left to pioneer

again and rebuild their businesses. They wish to salvage iwhat they havO in the
hope that it will be easier to start again in Japan.

Some of the older Issei bachelors who never were successful in this country
and who could not afford to return to Japan or face their relatives as failures
have a reasonable excuse now to return without loss of prestige* They claim,
furthermore, that the government will provide them with boat fare.

Some of the more disillusioned Nisei and Kibei also feel that they have no
future in the economy of the United States, Because discrimination has
prevented them from getting the types of jobs they want and opportunities have
been narrow and restricted, ihey hope that Japan will give them equal
opportunities in competition and no discrimination#
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Motives of Kibei who have asked for expatriation are more complex than those
of thO Nisei* Kibei have faced more serious problems, perhaps, than either
Issei or Nisei. Even before evacuation they were straggling with difficult
problems of adjustment in "the Uni'bed States due to their recent return from
Japan. ThOy suffered the handicaps of thO Issei, such as lack of knowledge”
of English and long exposure to Japanese culture, and faced the discrimination
that the Nisei did* Long separation from their families mad® them feel
rejected, for they had little in coramin v/ith the Nisei and they were too young
for the Issei* Their senstivity has been sharpened since evacuation by the
attitude of the intelligence agencies and the Authority in regarding them as

a separate group.

There is much wishful thinking about opportunities in Japan** Some point out
that Japan is a prosperous nation whose wealth has been considerably increased
since the war through her new possessions* They think that she will b® glad
to place the repatriation and expatriation applicants who so request on some
of her new possessions* A few Nisei ar© even studying the geography and .
economics of those possessions* INhen it Is suggested that Japan may not win
th« war, this group optimistically claims that at the worst the war will end
in a stalemate with a negotiated peaoe which will permit Japan to retain some
of her new possessions* “hey are sure that then Japan will not forget them,
for even now she sends them food and other materials through the International
Red Cross protests their treatment to the Spanish Consul, th© protecting
power*

As some of the people who have requested repatriation or expatriation become
progressively more pessimistic about their economic opportunities in this

country, they tend to magnify the opportunities which they think Japan will

offer them* They paint a rosy picture. Even those who left Japan forty years

aeo are certain that their relatives and former friends will welcome them and offer
them support and shelter. They forget the hardships which led them to emigrate

to the United States* Instead they nostalgically recall a beautiful past.

They cling to all those rumors and exaggerations yhich they want to accept

as truthse

In Manzanar, for example, It was rtimored that th© Japanese government announced
over th® radio that it is putting up a large sum of money for the Japanese
returning from abroad to be used in any way the returned nationals wish*

This search for economic security has not only led people to acknowledge

their practical motives for returning to Japan but it has pushed them in the
direction of developing serious fantasies about Japan.

Desire for Family Solidarity

Even before evacuation the desire to keep the family together characterized

Japanese social structure* Although Nisei assimilation before the war was gradually
loosening these ties, the reverses suffered during evacuation made family unity

a necessity and a resource. Therefore, when thO decision to repatriate is made,
many families respond as a unit#

Once a member of a family has decided upon repatriation, the other members are
frequently forced to a similar decision. Usually it is the head of the famlly
o makes the decision, The Issei father who f Ls his children

commands may not consult his dependents before requesting the Spanish Consul to
list his family for repatriation or expatriation. Sometimes it is a Nisei or
Kibei son who insists upon requesting Oxpatriation and requires the family to
decide whether they should stick together or let the application separate them.
Serious family arguments develop over repatriation and expatriation®
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Some children consider it a filial duty to obey their parents and care for them
in their old age. Though they have no desire to go to Japan, their sense of duty
leads them to consent o apply for expatriation* Other children who refuse to
sign the application find home life unbearable, for the parents nag them in the
hope of wearing down their resistance. A few young people have requested
expatriation merely to end family quarreling and nagging* Some who go to Tul®
Lake with their families hope that conditions will change to permit them to stay-
in the United States or that their parents will decide to stay here.

Obligations to relatives in Japan lead some to decide upon repatriation and
expatriation* In a few instances, relatives in Japan and in the Japanese army and
navy have influenced families in the centers to consider repatriation*

Families of some internees have asked for repatriation in order to be reunited*
For them the goal is not primarily to return to Japan "out to reunite the family*

Feeling of Transiency in the United States

Like many other immigrant groups, a number of Japanese came here to earn enough
money to bO abl® to return to the old country to buy a business or farm* Shotaro
Frank Miyamoto, in his study of ~Social Solidarity Among the Japanese in SeattleZ,
(University of Vfashing"bon# Publica®bions in "bhe Social Sciences, Vol* 11, No* 2#
December, 1939) quotes a community leader as saying:

All of them came over here with the idea that they would stay about
throe years, and then go back to Japan to set up their ovm businesses*
Among all whom I know, can say that not one in & hundred stayed here
all the time* Tnhe rest of them went back to Japan after a few y~ars#
and "tiley cam© to America again only after they failed in their native
land, and found that life in Japan -wes harder than life over heree
But even then, 1 think in the bottom of their hearts they to

go back to Japan to live.

Immigration figures show that many did return to Japaiu The war and evacuation
have increased the desire of some to go back to the old country# They feel this
to be an opportune time, particularly if transportation, is provided them.

Role of Political Motives

Although most of the Issei and Nisei reques ing repae rieLtion or expatriation are
not motivated by political considerations and do not understand the politics

of Japan, some of the applicants frankly admit that they favor Japan and want to
return for political reasons. These people are pround of Japan*s achievements
and wish to participate in the Japanese victory they anticipate. Nevertheless,
the majority of Issei, though they may be pleased with Japan*s successes, do not
appear to comprehend the full meaning of Japan*s dictatorial government. One
Issel stated:

I care nothing for the war* | don*t understand how it started nor why
they are fighting* 1 wish it would end soon. Then I and my family can

go to Japan where we are wanted and where 1 can spend my declining years in
peace* America has closed the door to use We have no choice*

Though a few lIssei, Nisei, and Kibel recognize that their applications for
repatriation and expatriation involve serious political and international implications
and arrangements, most evacuees do not fully appreciate this. Not only are they
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unaware of the complicated and detailed negotiations necessary iIn any exchange

of people between two countries bu hey do not realize that "their names are

on lists "which may in the future be held against hem if they remain in this $ountry.
In many instances they do not understand that legislation may be directed against
them because of their applications* Instead they debate primarily the personal,
social, economic and psychological motivations iwhich lead them to consider

applying for repatriation or expatriation.
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LEGhL AND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS OF
REPATRIATION AND EXPATRIATION

Unfortunately, the reasons behind applications are not always understood by the
public, the press, Congress, and some government agencies. They (Ollly see that
19,013 Japanese aliens and Japanese Americans have asked o return € Japan

though the United States is at war with that country* Becsuse broad legislation
frequently does not take into account complica ed personal motives, the possibility
of legislation applying specifically to -this group presents important problems*

The absence of plans for these applicants will also have serious repercussions
among theme

Numerous bills have been submitted, in Congress dealing with citizens and aliens
"who gavO aid or comfort to any U.S. enemy or advocated overthrow by force or
violence of the U.S. Government or knowingly or intentionally expressed by deed or
by word, either orally or in writing loyalty to a foreign state™. Four types

of proposals which would affect those requesting repatriation or expatriation

are (1)deportation of all aliens and citizens declared disloyal in the above
description? (2) compulsory deportation of aliens and citizens after individual
case reviews; (3) automatic deprivation of the citizenship of those found disloyal;
(4) voluntary renunciation of citizenship*

Compulsory Deportation

Compulsory deportation of all those -who request expatriation or repatriation is
f*roguen."bly demanded both in Congress and among West Coast residents* Many bills

have been submitted. It is argued that by requesting expatriation or repatriation
evacuees have given up America for Japan and, therefore, should be sent there*

Th.Gse evacuees are regarded as disloyal in view of "bhoir applications f*or repairia."fcion
or expatriation*

li,lbss deportation w>uld result in grave injustices* Many applicants for repatriation

or expatriation do not want to go to Japan. For some, the request is a protest

to the United States Government against the denial of civil liberties. To others,

it is the r.esult of family or community pressures, of an escape from war ime relocation*
Many will probably refuse to go to Japan if given he opportunity.lllen Gripsholm
sailings were being arranged recently, a number of evacuees who had earlier requested
repatriation or* expatriation refused to go*

Another form of compulsory deportation proposed in several bills would force
deportation of citizens and aliens only after individual case reviews had been
made* Because of the added safeguards of individual review and allowance for
appeals, this type of legislation would, therefore, be preferable to the first
type* However, because the process would be cumbersome and rou inized by the
numerous cases in this category, abuses would tend to develop* The criteria of
the administrative agency or court given jurisdiction would be very important
in the final selection#

Revocation of Nisei Citizenship

Two types of bills have been introduced in Congress concerning revocation of Nisei
cii/izGHship rightss (1) auoire."fac dsprivation of citizonship, and (2) voXun*fc&ry
renunciation of citizenship* Automatically depriving all Nisei -=3p requested
expatriation of their citizenship would create a group without a country. Such

a blanket law would seriously handicap Nisei because of the manifold reasons



-28-

involved in their applying for expatriation. Legislation revoking Nisei citizenship
because of requests for expatriation would create in the United States a group

of people neither American citizens nor Japanese nationals unless they are dual
citizetis* If these Nisei are not deported or given the opportunity to go to Japan,
mthey would have a curious legal status here* It would bO a problem, under such

a blanket law, to define their rights and privileges and it would convince
disillusioned and Ombittered Nisei that the United States was punishing them on
racial grounds*

Effective on October 7,1944,

The Nationality Act of 1940, as amended by the Act of July 1,1944, provides

that anyone viho is a national of the TJnited States, whether by birth or natural-
ization, may lose his nationality by filling out, before an officer designated by
the Attorney General,a prescribed form for the renunciation of nationality during
a period whOn thO United States is at war* The Airborney General must approve

such renunciation as not contrary to the interests of national defense.

Any national of he United States may request the proper form from the Attorney
General, file it together with statements proving citizenship with the Attorney
General, end appear upon notification for a hearing before the officer appointed
by the Attorney General, The notification comes after the Attorney General has
approved the application for renunciation of United States citizenship as not
contrary to the interests of national defense. Af er 4 hearing, the applicant
may file mith the hearing officer, on a prescribed form, a formal wi*t*fceri
remmeiation of citizenship and request thO Attorney General”s approval of such
renunciation*

The hearing officer recommends approval or disapproval by the Attorney General

of the applicants request upon facts presented at the hearing and any investigation
and information available in reports of Government agencies and other sources
ge%ating to thO applicantfs allegiance and the effect of his remmeiation on national
efense.

Notice by the Attorney General of his approval of remmeiation of nationality is
sent to not only the applicant but to the State Departiaeiit, the Alien Property
Custodians Foreign Funds Control Section of th© Treasury Department, and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Immigration and Naturalization Service
of the Depar ment of Justice*

Policy of Laissez-faire

Despite the many proposals there is always a possibility that nothing will be

done when emotional tensions have lessened after thO war to facilitate the

return to Japan of those wiho sincerely desire i1t* A policy of laissez-faire would
present serious problems regarding the final disposition of the population of

Tule Lake* Many would 'O mad® frustrated and unhappy "ty such a policy, especial v
those young people whose conscious severance of their ties vdth this country and
study of Japanese language and culture will maladjust them psychologically to the
United Statese The policy would, however, be beneficial to those wko never 811 &4
to go to Japan but asked for repatriation or expatriation for family reasons,
emotional motivations, and escape purposes*



