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A Happy First day of ppring to youl 1It’s really balmy and sunny today two.”

1 've decided 1°d like to write about Grandma for the Hokubei Shimpo article,
and started a rough draft which I"m enclosing. There®s so much 1 don"t know,
however, that 1 need your help. It"s too bad/ | can"t just talk to you, cuz
it takes so much longer this way.

You"ll notice that 1 just used my imagination and £ixix sort of.made up the
story as | imagined it happened. If it"s not too far from the truth, 1 think
1"11 just leave it as is.

There are several questions | want you to answer, please:

1. What did her husband do? (business) NoocL

2. Age of children at time of his death:. f 0 /i t
] )

3. Where were the children sent? To Whom‘?nd tow A~cities?

“ J) »W
| " JtF> w5 5~
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ujikL ol cxliy UJ& nlUd ucx = “

How long did you all have to stay away?-
4. How many of you went to Doshisha?

5. Who sent you through school? Hew Did you all work*?
1Mp-,

Who paid your way to Kyoto?
*_ /\y€/\

6. How many years did Grandma work for the missionaries in Kyoto? Were they
the Leonards??

4 .

7. What did all you children do after you left Doshisha? Who came to America

first? EFftrt+mi<t / *
Do»d <. W < W -
8. Why did the others come? ,, " J-
- ch FPrV *

9. Did you call Grandma to the UlS.? Were you supporting her after she came?

7

10. Can you think of any particular incidents which would be interesting
in this article?

|11BB
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11. 1°m going to emphasize her courage suit as a lone widow A (hot too much
emphasis on her religion though - because this will be read by a secular
group.) Do you know of any specially courageous steps she had to take?/

Did she send, over all her children to America before she came?

18SS tiiiligMis
12. Any other suggestions?
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What do you think of the article so far? Does it sound interesting
Do you think Issei will like it? > a Y- -V
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1A. Please fill in the blink spaces on the rough draft and return to me

with this. Thanks alot.



Dearest Folks:

Was glad to receive Pop’s letter from the Cleaners yesterday, and glad
to know you liked the USEFUL package 1 sent you.’

Good news my claim check for $386,25 arrived yesterday.” Just as my
very efficient manager in Oakland predicted - No sooner did you tell
me an appropriation had been passed, when the sheck came in the mail.

I °’m tickled to have it at lastj |1’m enclosing a check for $200 which
I want you to have. The money from this claim really doesn’t belong
to me, because 1 really had no monetary losses from the evacuation.
It’s really all yours, but I°1l1 keep $186 of it for transportation home
this summer (if and when 1 ever get therej) - and want you to have the
rest. Please keep it, because I still have lots of time ahead of me
to earn more money, and I don’t need this now. You really had such

a big loss in your bonds, and losing your retirement, etc... and you
are having to do tsumaranai things like working in the Cleaners now,
sis when you should have been comfortably retired - so you more than
deserve this. | think Kay should do the same with hers when she gets
it, and am going to tell her.



ke outstai itOTg WLLPBeyy sorrow. puuiisners/
I turned in my Haruko scfipt - but no word as yet.

Yesterday, 1 went to see the woman at the New Yorker magazine, who wrote me - and

she was sooo nice to me! She suggested my writing an article for them on the

evacuation - and encouraged me to do things about my childhood in Calif - and told

me to come in any time - for help. She said she"d go over my work with me, etc..

Isn*t that exciting???? | didn t dream I1°d ever get anything in the New Yorker,

and would be the FTirst nisei to do that if it works out* Please don"t mention

the fact that 1°m writing about the evacuation to any one — as there may be other

people who wouldWwant to copy me" | got so excited over the prospects , | cleaned

out our great big wooden box and found all sorts of things in my scrapbook, diary,

etc... and began to remember sooo many things. She said I should feive a personal

account of just what happened to me, as one Individual, and that people whuld be

fascinated by it. Isn"t that tremendous? 1"ve had the whole evacuation story

inside of me for so long - just waiting to be written - | certainly hope I can

be successful in this venture.JH" Uufc du/ir* U e¢fa ¢d4*d / r
AN dkj, AxjLir'.

I"m just gettigg so excited about my writing - | feel almost light-headed and dizzy.*

T



can’t read 4 ... ol
thegt and locked "for ky name iIn thi? m .
I;¢ll-it sad, just- to be*locking for fiy oib read?i (

A got the most editing," letter today from the NEW YORKER magazine,, It is THE

MOST sophistiCaied magazine In the US» - as far as humor, subtieby ax approach,
quality of fiction etc!., and jj8is the“ultimate goal”of "nost writers. . you’re
published™ In 1t, youxe really in the big field.” Well, | submitted two sketches
(they are shorter than short stories) about my .childhood™ experiences — quite
arasing - brought In the, shingakko people,-etc...mand today got the following letter

npe enjoyed reading your sketches and onlywish they Were right for uws;, ie. =
reason they are not-is that they "are sketches, and no,t*quite stories. However, \ |
your bae-cxground is new and fresh to us fand you have capllured so -l thea =
mbsphere of your childhood home, that we hope you will, want to ty a story for us..
IT you should, -we will be hggpy—>to see 1t ,.1hgpk you™for thinking of us, and
for/letting ,,5 see, these, and with best wisheshjfor -the future* ".Sincergly). $. ¢

Is.n’t that wonderful????? Up to how, -1ve submitted a few things to them, but
only got back a printed rejection slip - #hich all magazines use, mlo geua
letter like the above from the NEW YORKER, is sinmply-wonderful, I almost want
t frare 1t. yOu might mention It t Mrs. Knight .1 En© would understand more®
than anyone else, how axeiting it is! Nowl n itching to get started on a
1lgnger story for <them.i1V/
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Confidilatial

©ear Miss uchida:

This confidential letter is written to advise you that your
application for a fellowship under the Ford Foundation Board
on Overseas Training and Research program has received final
approval from the Fellowship Committee.

It will take several days to process completely these applica-
tions and to determine the exact amount and duration of the
award which in many cases will differ from the original request.

It is our thought, however, that in view of the long-delayed de-
cision on your application, you would want to have this preliroinarv

word as soon as possible.

You may be certain that official notification of the Board»s action
with regard to your application as well as full details of the grant
will be sent you as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Jehn F. weiss
Executive Secretary

This was just a mimeographed form letter - and 1 feel 1 ought
to wait to tell people about it until after 1 get the definite
and final word. B ut just had to get this off to let you know

I just phoned Fay and told her.

Now Itil have to begin packing iIn earnest - but dontt feel as
iIT I can make any definite move about leaving until | get their
final word. 1 may have to go to some meetings here or something \

Will keep you posted. But this is it - | have the fellowship{

Am seeing the editor of Doubleday today and Scribners tomorrow.

Will write more later.
Love,

fff
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Dearest Polks, Kay and Shizuo:

This is only my 2nd day here, but there’s lots to tell you, so I think 1’1l

just start this letter, and add on to it as | have more to tell you. | wrote
already about my arrival, so will just tell you something more about the Matsu-
okas... Toshi-chan came home around supper time, and she has grown to be such

a cute young lady. She has a real short hair-cut, and looks more modern and
stylish than I do. She’s awfully sweet, aid kagairashii, and says she’ll travel
with me, so hope to visit Hakone and a few other places with her. She’ll be a
nice companion. Then, Shi-chan cam© home after supper. He has a wonderful
personality, and although i1t’s difficult to understand him, he talks freely,
reads our lips, and is so much fun... Gba-san made such a nice dinner for us.
We had ocha-wan mushi, aka-no-gohan, pork, omame no gomano oshitashi, etc...
They have a nice, quiet little maid, who works real hard, so she tjaits on ihe
table, does the dishes, etc... and thia morning, oba-san even said she would
wash some of ray clothes for me. Wish you could have a helper like that too, Mom.
... After supper, George came back with Esamu to see me, bringing a box of won-
derful French pastries. We all sat around the dining room table having tea,
and then Shi-chan took some pictures, and just had us in hysterics, trying to
get the lighting just right, etc,, with oba-san on the side saying "Shinkiku
sal heh, hayo shinasail” Oba-san is always saying such omoshiroi koto, she has
everybody laughing all the time. She says she’s going to have Yasuko examine
her when she gets back, as a good sample for a psychological study. I really
enjoying her so much, and she ls just been wonderful to me.... After Esam and
Geo. left, 1 had my first nihon-buro. 1t’s a wonderful gray stone tub, and
it felt so good after the showers on board ship. Oba-san has a nice kitchen
too, with lots of cupboards, a refrigerator, sink, etc... She has so many nice
dishes too, and says she’ll show me some of the shops.... No paragraphs, since
I'm trying to save space. Please excuse... Oh yes, 1 must tell you about the
toilet too. Oba-san says Toshi-chan was saying they should put in a flush
toilet before | came, but she said, nSonna koto sendemo i1i. Koko de keiko shite
kiyahatara 11.M Is™n’t she a riot? It hasn’t bothered me a bit, and X don’t
even think 1t smells too bad, altho* of course, this one is probably especially
clean..... This is skipping abound all over, but I™M™ just putting thoughts down
as | think of them. Mom, obasan liked the purse and gloves so much. She said
chodo hoshii mono bakkari, and she really seemed happy with them, so 1 was so
glad. Toshi-chan liked the hankies too, and 1 also gave them a large box Of
See’s chocolate candy. |1 gave Miss Ozawa a can of Small Blacks and a can ofl
coffee, which she seemed to like... This afternoon, Iwao and Oji-san are taking
me again to the Pier, to take care of the hold baggage, and I hope we’ll get
through customs as easily as yesterday* Tomorrow, Oba-san iIs taking me to see
the Masudas.... Did I tell you 1 have the nicest and big nihon-ma upstairs for
my room? It’s about $ tatami no size, has a tokonoma with pretty chyraanthemums
din it, and 1s so pleasant. 1 slept on two big thick ofuton, with a nice warm
hane-buton, and hoko-hoko ni natte, 1 had a wonderful rest till 8:00 this morn-
ing. Then, Oba-san sat with me while 1 had bacon and eggs, and we e been talk-
Ing about everything. 1 just wish so much that Mom and Pop could be here. You
would so enjoy talking with the Matsuokas, and being in this Japanese atmosphere.
I haven’t seen anything of Tokyo yet, but hope to in a few days.

10 1752
SO MUCH to tell you”, I’lIl just do i1t chronologically. On the afternoon of the
Hj.th, Iwao and Mr. M. came home early for me to take me again to Yokohama to
get the hold baggage. Oba-san said, MVatashi mo asobi ni 1ko”, and saying to
the maid "“tanomi masu yo, oishii mono tsukutoi te,” she came with usl Isn’t
that wonderful? We drove out to Yokohama passing so many interesting sights -
old people carryin g babies, millions of tiny shops, shacks on the hillside
that looked so shabby, amusing signs like wPrav safetv traffic” (Plav safe.



big suitcase, but didn"t bother with the duffle bag. He justpoked around, aid
that was all. Customs is very lenient here - so tell anyone else coming to
Japan not to worry about it. The fona, even, is so vague, | just listed per-
sonal property at #300 and gifts at #30, and travellers checks, and cash. That
was all. |1 paid I 950 yen, plus 200 y. tips to the Japan Express man, and this
paid only for transportation to the Tokyo Station. 1 couldn™t prepay the ex-
press charges to Kyoto, so sent Dr. Katagiri a letter explaining that my baggage
was coming, and sent a money order for 1000 yen. Mr. M. was so cute, he bro’t
a little furoshiki with ink, rope, paste, labels, etc., and had everything
ready to fix my bags for shipping, add inthe morning, Obasan made some extra
labels for me, mixing paste and everything. They?e just been so thoughtful
and nice to me.. 1It’s just like being at home. After the baggage, it was still
early, so Ilwao said he"d drive us to Kamakura - so we just took off, and went
bumping over impossible roads to Kamakura. The drivers here do everything,from
going over the white line to pass, to honking constantly to shoo off the ped-
estrians. We stopped at Kamakura just long enough to see the big Daibutsu, and
then passed through Zushi, Hayama (where the Emperor®s summer palace i1s), and
even saw jHngfcxgf Enoshima from a distance. The bater was so calm - with crags
jutting out along the shore. AND - as we drove on the Tokaido (1 think), the
road to Kyoto, we could see Fuji-san looming in the distance iIn a sort of pink
gray mist. It was a beatitiful sight to see i1t beyond the rice fields and
crooked pines, in a pink-grey sky, and 1 felt so lucky to see i1t. (Thought of
Mr. Yamada in Zushi) [I"ve written him a p.card and will visit him at his con-
venience in his office. It was dark by the time we headed for home, Sdd we
got so bumped iIn Iwao"s station wagon (Willys-Overland), 1 got the giggles with
oba-san»* We had so much fun & and got ice cream gones iIn Yokohama, and then
drove home. The maid had sukiyaki ready and waiting. Isn *t that some lifel!?
...... During the day, 1 saw some iInteresting things : The sumiya came to
sell sumij and the yawoya-san came with his cart, so | went out with obasan
and watched, while he said, ’'Kyo wa/ sugoku oishii oimo des#, honto desu yo
okusan. Sudoku oishii desu” - and obasan would say WMHonto yaro ka?n She 1is
just so much fun to be with. Onions oofet 20 yen flop a bunch, beans 20 yen a
Ib., etc.. but that"s about theonly inexpensive item I"ve seen yet. Every-
thing else seems as expensive as the States! Oba-san says yasul mono nanka
arasen - and 1 think she’s right. They"re selling everything from MJB coffee
to palmolive soap along the street”™, but of course at double U.S. prices.
Well, to get on to Wednesday, we spent the moming at home. The electric
workers are striking for 20,000 yen a month (about #72) and the lights went
out for 3 hours during the morning. Mrs. Nakase (who used to be 1In S. P. and
knew you) came iIn the morning and stayed to have osushi with obasan and me.
Then, in the afternoon, obasan took me out to Ogikubo to see the Masuaas. It
was raining when we got off the train, so we took a Rin-taku (inriki pulled
by a bike - big enough for two), and went bumping along the roads. Everyone
except Kiyoshi-san was home - all dressed up, and waiting, -~N"miidagunde, Nao-
mi and oji-san hugged me, and we had a nice chat - with Mrsv*Mi entertaining
everyone with her liveliness. They served tea and oyo-kan, and then, oba-san
left me, saying témete moral nasal. We all walked to the station with obasan,
and Naomi and Masuda obasan had to do some grocery shopping. Evidently, they
didnlt expect 1© to stay for dinner, and had to buy everything. 1 went to
the market with them, and was amazed at all the stalls crowded in together in
a small space, with people yelling, !,6ah irashai mase, irashai mase, mand
vending their wares. There were booths selling everything gfH from fish,
tempura, chicken, vegetables, fruit, plastic scarves, pastries, osenbei, drugs,
otsukemono(ready made ), mushrooms, etc... My eyes just popped to see so much
and the little aisles were jammed with people... Everywhere 1 go, t"m amazed
to see so many people milling around, crowding the streets and stores. They
all &ook so poor and shabby, patched and worn clothes - 1 feel so sorry for
them. And yet almost all of them are wearing a red feather, showing that they
contributed to the Community Chest.
Well - the Masuaas gave me chicken tempura, mushroom sou&, and osashimi,
and gave me a gala feast fnx. We talked of many things, and Kiyoshi-san tola

me about _current salarie%, eFF ,, but the hguse Is rather %Iqoqy gnot chuff
electricity, | guess), the C ildren are rather bratty, an old Matsuoka



no obasan that 1 missed her family already! The Masudas have rented one
side room (where Naomi and Kiyoshi used to live) to a youngouplewitha baby,
and Ojisan and obasan live in_the nihonma where we stayed ) “"hind~e
think they®ve also added a toilet. 1 stayed in the small room just behind the
front entrance, and oba-san was very thoughtful aboutgivxng me a hanger,a
twel, nemaki, etc.. and in the morning, salt to brush my teeth. <°3f*an has
also built a sort of; shack autside, which he”™has also M~edv out. TO1eaa
of those tenants woke me up at 6:00 a.m., and 1 could alreafly _ nd
clop ail getaa on the streets. Life Is so crude aod,£**m*«:*

- ! gwX

the people are poorer than you can ever imagine. It s about .

w» Ttoiv onlY it seems even mope crowded here ] _* Ll Mat

Thursday, the rain stopped and it was a TheyShad a

that we write a joint letter and went out to buy )
huge break fast of bacon and eggs, fried potatoes, coffee and frui,
ishokemei i1n entertaining me. It seems ojisan is doing some kind or Xxnsurr-n
work, voitanteer work in a local court, etc,,. He seems to ha - A mAimse

and said rather wakata koto. He did tell me something strange about Amy Takase
though HO said”™Kiyonever really liked her, that he liked an aninoko no girl
but the Hayaishis objected to her; that Amy Takase use”™ ~°. filll It
married man and went on weekend trips to the si onsen with him.
seems strange, doesn’t 1t? But he said She iIs jyozu r.*®
using us and the Kumais. | don’t like to hear |
thought 11d pass it on to you. ... Well, to get on the 27 T; ,1
Haomiv and Toshi-Chari (her little boy is Toshrhisa and the girl Is Tomoko),
went with me iInto Tokyo. We bumped along on a rickety old bus, and went First
?d”~ee thelosSo (Kami said it was the first time for
there, the Indian Ambassador came out from an audience with »
we saw a red and gold coach come out with guards on horseback *n
back. It was a fascinating sight. Then, after alunch of sandwiches (ham
sandwich is 120yen, beef sand is 200 yen - which 1 think is about the same
as the States). Then, we went to the Imperial Theater to see a musical (Tei-
geki). It was like US vaudeville of 2% years ago - long and drawn out and
hitsukoi. Hoppa and_ Fubuki Koshiji were”in it. 1 hear of Jusi-
popular - she was quite pretty. ut 1 think 1%ve had a year’s worth”™of musi
cales already. |It"s like the old Takarazuka. Kiyoshi-san met us after the
theatre, andthen we all went to Bottan-En for Chinese Dinner. (1 worder if
any of these names are familiar to&iizuo?). They really treated me royally
all day long, and wouldn’t let me treat them to lunch, as I wanted. Mom,
shuffled the omiyage around a bit, aid took them coffee instead of too i&any
little things - also candy, the pins, the spoons, stuff for the kids. ba-san
told me not to take too much, but to send some at Christmas. ~ ji~sar”seemed
happy, and said the sppons were just what he wanted - also coffee. They all
seemed to like coffee a lot, so I must fe grateful to Mr. Shinozaki. .-.After
dinner, 1 had made arrangements to meet Esam and Kyote iIn tom, and they, topic
me to see Ben and Joanne Obata, * o sailed today for home. There 1 saw bhlzu
Aka, and a few other people | knew before, and we had a real nice time. Hen
was so glad to see me, and kept saying 1 diould have come sooner, He s gotten
real fat” Says Mrs. O. is coming to Calif« to meet them, so Mom, you 11 prob-
ably get a visit! _._Esam and Geo, brot me bome on theircar, which was very
nice - and | brought home a box of oshiyo-senbei for tTSBft.J Mom, for your
info, the people in Japan have to psy $ >0 yen just for the can, and then
the osenbei is about K00 and up. * . T

Before 1 go any further... Thanks so much for all your letters, 1 got
the big fat one from Hawaii on Tuesday. |1 wish you hadn t felt so bad about
my not getting it, cuz I was so busy, 1 didn t even have time to read my mail
till the next day, yukkuri to, and I knew I had missed it somehow, so yasn t
worried. By now, you know ray finder is just about well. really didn-t .suffer
much, and was showered with sympathy on the boat. Dr. U# was so nice, he
brought cotton, his scissors, etc.. and bandaged it for me several times, so

I was well cared,for. ... . Mrs; Motoki wrote thah p n ’s™mothen wants me to
stay with her; Ken also wrote me today (he’s in Tokyo at the xMJ, and sai&

the same thing - but 1 don’t nt to. Masuda oji kept telling me to stay
Jan 1A Rt .
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with them too. 0]



Goddness - Im writing a bookl Today, Miss Ozawa invited Mrs. M* and me to

the Kabuki, so we 3reft the house about 930 a.m. and took the bus into town.

We met herin front of the theatre, and bhught osushi no obento to take inside.
They were saying neither of the plays they did today were well known -

1. “Koiminato-Hakata™no Hitofushi” with Ebizo and Shoroku,2lXongen-Kusazuribiki”
(This was sort of a dance, with a 20 piece Japanese chorous, and orchestra -
(samisen, etc.. ) 3, "Ayatsuri-sambaso” - this was awfully good, wth one man
dancing just like a marionette on a string, and l.. "Imashimegusa-Susuki no
Nozarashi”. | got an english program that gave a br&ef tho Incomplete synopsis
which gave me a pretty good idea of what was going on. It was so colorful,

and the actors all performed with such precision and discipline, 1 enjoyed

it a lot. We sat right near the hana-michi, so 1 could see their weird make

up quite well. 1 was thinking you’d enjoy it, Mom, if you could see it -

in fact, 1 wish you all were here to enjoy everything with me. Mrs. M# keeps
saying oya no okage, too,.

Shels so cute, Mom, she has your Hose Jar that you gave her years ago,
and says even if she doesnft write, she tkes it out real often and smells it

and thinks of you. Tonight, she got i1t out again to show a friend of Mr. M#’s
arid was telling him how thoughtful you are. She mentions real often how glad
she 1s about the purse and gloves. 1 think she really appreciated it,

Both Uji-san and oba-san say they haven’t written you since my arrival,
but they say, mo tsuitara anshin shite tegami wo kakan - so 1 told them 1°d
do the letter writing from now on. Really, they’e just been so good to me,
and 1 feel just like Im iIn my own home. They have a wonderful family, and
I'm really enjoying my stay here. We always have so much fun together.

The Iwabuchis fJhoned me tonight when 1 sent Yuri a post card, and 1 talked
to ajisan, obasan and Yuri. | meeting them next Wednesday at the Imperial
Hotel for lunch. Obasan still comes into town three times a week for Xray
treatments at the hospital., so 1 guess she’s not completely well yet. Oji-
san gave me his business address and told me to call him whenever 1 needed
any help. /A r Ly |

I 've only been here $ days, but 1 *fe already done so much, 1 feel as
it 1%e been here for ages. Botsu-botsu to I*11 have to start looking up
ray other friends. Geo. K. says he’ll take me anywhere too, so | may ask for
his ."relp,.” d
Mom, Oba-san says "Qmiyage no shimpai nanka sendemo i1 kara rainen no
haru goro mukai ni kinasaill She says you really ought tocome without worrying
about all those things. 17d really like to let you talk with her. She’s so
much fun, and she likes the same kind of things we do.l’m going shopping
with her some day, cuz she knows all the good spots.

Well, 1 think this will Be allfor now. Hope all’s well with all of
you. Hope mom and pop aren’t having too much company, and hope Kay and S. are
well and happy and enjoying the fall foliage. They say i1t’s too early yet J

for Nikko, so I don’t know when 1’1l go there yet.

Oh yes, you will be interested to know that there are two signs ICean read
and which 1 find all over Japan. One 1is rpa-ma-nen-toM fit the beauty parlors, V
and the other is "Pa-chin-ko” - which is a form of pin ball machine. This Iis
supposed to be quite the rage here and seems to be a favorite diversion. The >
people are poor, live iIn crowded quarters, and so find consolation in such
games and i1n drinking. They are so poor, and the occupation live In such goodoj
style. Ben*s place iIs similar to Kay and Shizuo’s - has heat, and of course

a flush toilet - american style. “Washington Heightsl is just like an American”,
project. r." -
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Dearest Polks and Kay and ShtzudT acstkk-fio-g9-52
15h.erets so much, to tell you- but first thanks for all your
nice letters...This Is my one week anniversaryl Already! aRlaz®
ing how the days go by, and thanks to the Matsuokas, I *ve done so®
much in 7 days*..Sat. obasan took me to the Mingei-kan, mshich is in
Meguro, only 2 stops away on the gov’t trains. 1It’s in a lovely
old, classic Japanese building, and had some beautiful things. Lots
of stuff from Okinawa that looked almost Am. Indian in design, and
pottery by Kawai, etc. The woman in charge had a sister nr aunt
named Okita who went to Doshisha, so she jabbered to obasan, and folj
lowed us everywhere. 1 enjoyed the ehhibit, but tho’t it rather
small... 1 find just roaming the neighbor/hood shopping distracts
more interesting than anything else. On the way, we stopped at the
Someya, who took out rolls of lovely silk, dyed in little sample
squares, and obasan chose one for her dress. She left saying Hayo
yatte neh”. And then, we stopped at the Otofu-ya, where they were
making otofu, and frying age in two big pots full of boUng grease,
and then, we went to the oha-na-ya, and passed the time of day, talk-
ing. Everywhere, obasan tells the people I'm from America and am iInt-
erested iIn everything, and they bow and smile, and say Hlieiiii, so desu
ka.M 7e also poked our noses in a China shop full of ochawan, etc..
There are stores jammed along the streets, selling everything from
tsukudani, osenbei, Tish, otsukemono, to stuff from America. | guess
I wrote all this in the airmail | asked Toshi-chan to mail. 1°m most
impressed by all these gocha-gocha no shops and the unbelievable masses
of humanity milling around everywhere. 1| saw today a family with 5
children Living in one shack about 9 by 10 feet. 1t’s really inhuman.
1 knoO why all japanese wear glasses, the ectriclty is so poor.

& light is very bad .V u.q, NQjfte»exxxwxs A

Sunday, lwao offered to drive me to Sikkoli- so the hhole family
got up early and headed for Nikko at 8;00 a.m* loaded with oilnari-san,
and obento! By the time everybody collected their cameras, cushions,
food, etc., i1t was like a 3-ring circus setting out. Calling Tanomi-
masu yo” and “’lIttemaeri-masu” to the maid, we were off in a cloud of
dust (laterally!) The countryside along the way was so beatxtiful. We
passed fiehs of golden rice, ready to be harvested, lovely old farm
houses with thatched roofs (how does the rain stay out..), crooked
kaki-no trees dotted with bright orange kaki, women with tenugui around
their heads digging in the fields or carrying huge bundles of kindling
wood. (Yes, they’re still doing it!) Japan hasn’t changed much in lo

years. It’s still primitive and crude, and on the way home, we saw
whole bus loads of sightseers being let off at the side of the road to
attend to 'n&ture’s call.” There are a few very new post-occupation

gas Itations, and we stopped at one thieh boasted in large letters,
"western style toilets1l! On the way, we kept seeing policemen posted
along the highway every few hundred yards, aid on i1nquiring, discovered
that the Crown prince was right behind us. When we stopped at Utsuno-
miya, he caught up with us, and we saw him ride by, with a 8 or 10

car guard. All the way to Nikko, there were people crowded in little
bunches on the roadside waiting for him to come, aid obasan would
laugh and say rnKyo wa erai kitanai jidosha ni notte haru neh, to

mina omotteimru daro neh, soshite kogoheika sama no kawo ga erai
mossari ni natta to omotte.” 1isudbkShe’s so funny, we just laugh

with her all the time. It really was funny, while we were ahead of
the Prince, everyone would look up and get ready to wave whenever
they saw a car - so sometimes, we’d wave at them and say wrong

car!” He finally went allthe way to Nikko and we saw the car pass
again up there. Wasn’t I lucky to see him? At Nikko, we saw the
Toshogu Temple, which 1 thought was rather gaudy aid ornate, aid

went into the plane where the “Naki Ryu” is. It was an omatsuri
weekend, so the place was simply jammed with people. Saw Esam &
Kyote there too! It was a bit early for the leaves, altho a few

were turning orange and red here and there. We tried to go up to

Ghyuzenji, but the roads were too crowded, so we tunned back, &
drove home in a beautifuldusk. (1 should s,ay also, dust! - the



> <

roads are simply terrific. |If we ever got Denina ax

we tust got covered with dust and had to close all the wndows.
Every once in a *hile there would be spots of good road, though.
But we averaged only 25 miles. Trucks loaded with sumi, nappa, etc.
lumber along, and we were constantly passing them or crowded buses.
We drove through the famous lane of Cryptomeria (SuginokiJd Trees

& lwao told me how Tokugawa made his Daimyo pay for them. Sirae Is
an awfully iInteresting person - has many iInterests, and is also

so thoughtful. He goes out of his way to drive me to so many place]

S. He, Toshi and 1 sat in front, aid on the way home talked about
everything fiom literature to Existentialism and Lls there a God
etc... We really had such a good time,.. Ate obento up in the hillsl

and got home about 8. It*s a {4 hour trlp eash way, and 1t amazed
me how genki obasan is, to be able to ride all day on those bumpy
roads. The maid had dinner for us when we got home, and we all ate

and took a hot bath... 11n meeting Mr. Yanaglta today
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Dearest Polks: (carbon to Kay & Shizuo;: Get. 30, 1952
I"ve now been in Japan over 2 weeks, but feel i1t"s more like 2
months. 1fve been so lucky to see and do so much, thanks to my

L d dop™t thi 1 el ted t dch isit to th
vanadas.” " they RalVe"a Big ' ramBIThg RouSe® "ISpicarly Whphhes?, eX-

cept for their pink porcelaln basin and flush(J ) toilet - western

style. Like most things Japanese, it looks good until you try to

use 1t, and then, i1t just didn"t work! Like these pseudo-modern

houses that look good from a distance, but are quite shabby and flim

sy iInside - for ex. the Reddens Digest BH g. So much of Japan is lik
that. Just like a cream puff shell that®"s hollow inside altho it

looks good externally! The Yamdda children are nice, and the 2 oldes
girls waited on table/ Bor us as we ate. fin©® was chubby and looked
exactly like Mr. Y. 1 think I bold you that 1 was chauffered home i

the company buick. Honestly, 1"m getting spoiled, from knowing too

many shacho-sans (okage-sama to Mom and PopJ..Mrs. Y. and | went to

the Kamakura Museum of Modern Art and sa# an exhibit of wierd objects

by Noguchi. His stuff is all over Japan now, but 1 don"t think it"s

too hot. This ultra modern bldg, ttands beside a beautiful pond just
beyond the Hachiman-san shrine. Quite a contrasij”™oj*/J"e™I"fg.new.
SAT.. Esam came for me in the morning with Patsy/4 anw”~s”~ent the day
together shopping aid moseying around. Saw an exhibit of flower arrange-
ments at Mitsukoshi - very showy and big - I didn thlike it. It s ealded
Sogetsu style. Kay, | bought you a tea set at Takashimaya, on exhibit
from a Kyoto store. Both Esam and M. obasan saw it and said It was an
excellent buy, so am having Esam send it for me from the PX. She"s a.so
sending you a lovely gohan no ohitsu for a wedditog gift. I1f you don t
like the tea set, keep i1t for me. It"s inexpensive, so 11l get you another
one too, If you like. This is for Xmas* Hope it gets there iIn one piece.
Let me know if there"s duty. This is sort of an experiment..Also went
to Esam"s ’Union Club” (former Peer"s Club) for a soda - just like u.S.
It"s for employee®s of the US Armed forces, and full of gaudy souvenirs,
a bar, juke box, pin ball machines, etc!! At home Mrs. K. was waiting
for us with a fried chicken dinner. Their place is small, but cozy,
with An. chairs, etc. Oba-san even thanked me, saying George ga otosama
ni taihen osewa ni natte, etc.. He really appreciated your help, £op,
and mentions it so often..They liked the omiyage too. We looked at colored
slides, their print collection etc, before going to bed aid had a nk>e
visit. SUN. it was a gorgeous clear day, so Geo* E.& I set out for Hokone,
and just had the best drive! As soon as we hit the Tokaido, we could
see Mt. Fdjir looming in the clear blue autumn sky, with its peak cov-
ered with snow. It was such a lovely sight to see i1t beyond the blue
hills and the pine trees and fishing boats of Kamakura. As we passed
thru* little thatched roofed villages and golden rice paddies, we were
saving that the Samurais once travelled along the same road hundreds

of years ago. Took some pictures ithich 1 holjie will ccme out*.We drove
up to Ashi-no-ko, but by that time Fuji was behind the clouds. It was
again too early for the momiji and things were still quite green.*We

ate a delish omusubi obento on the mountain top overlooking the lake,

& later drove around to Yamano Hotel for tea and cake. Then back in,
Miyanoshita, stopped to see the Fujiya Hotel, where we once stayed,

(it"s now only for US jailitary, personnel - & again completely west-
ernized & rathei gaudy)«@dT*was a* lii¥le disappointed, for 5 remem-

bered Hakone as such a lovely quiet spot. Poked in some of the shop

and bought 3 Yoshida prints. Theyfre now 800yen each! Back in town,

we had supper & then they drove me home. Had such a nice time*.On

MON. met Mr. Iwabuchi in town & then we were driven home to Fussa,

(IT hr. ride), past Tachikawa Airfield, lots of.Gl"s roaming around

& I hear lots of Pan-pan girls! Obasan & Yuri were waiting for me

with Osushi, matsutake soup, ete.& Haru has grown to be a 15 year

old. She looks like a typical inaka-no Japanese girl, & is quite
babyish for her years. Environment _must have a terrific influence.

They were all i1snokemei iIn entertaining me. Their house is typical

Jap., has an engawa all around it, & is therefore, rather cold.
HafWWn 1&fltSiIMh®!: weWlalaMu®°cl e5n



common to talk about* Seems she had a real nervous breakdown just
before Obasan got cancer(breast), but looks fine now & very pretty
Ojisan is ira-ira as ever, but really shinsetsu. It rained all day
Wed, so couldn’t get out of the house & see the countryside, but
talked all day around the hibac hf, & Turi read me a little of a
darling children’s book. Had a delish banana cake that obasan had
baked over a konro] They have no gas & are cooking over charcoal,
tho* they do have a refrigerator, just like the one we had iIn Berk
eley, *hich they say i1s as old as Yuril All the nihonjin are liv-
ing fuju-na lives* 1 think the Iwabuehis lost alot during the war.
HO*s a real big shot now tho, & 1 think Showa has expanded to food
production too. WEB. morning, the ehauffer came for us, & we all
rodd into Toky”o with Hr* 1. Obasan went to the hospital for her
Xray & Yuri & I moseyed around town, attending some errands for me
Went to the Kyobunkwan to see i1f Dr. Yuawa was there, but he’s now
at Mitaka all, the time. Will try to see him. Later Yuri took me to

a J-Eng. Dictionary & a map of Tokyo. How Im all set. Also went to
look at the YW and asked about room & rates. Room alLone is 12,000-
15,000yen & wouldn’t be much less than living in N.Y. Nothing in
Japan is cheap anymore, Osamu is full of hot air] Met ojisan at
1J.:30 and their car bro’t me back home to the door. Had such a nice
time.™Mr. Yamazaki (of Gifu)is in toxna and called, so am meeting
him this afternoon. It’s a busy life, but I havung atﬁreat time &
feeling wonderful . TK&WU|fn |han/nuLM wlhs du UMmdU dm dt CAuJuAqric

thy),” <fru Ohz pm V; *JAh Jr 1&t lAxfa A
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Dearest Polks, Kay and Shizuo (carbon copy to N.H.) b2

Am anxiously awaiting news of the election, tiiich 1 tear will be coming over
about 10:00 this morning. Am so sad | can’t give Adlai a vote from N.Y., but

yhope he’ll make i1t].. Well, tomorrow morning we’ll be on our way to Kyoto on the
|9:00 a.m. "Tsubame” - Tokyu, I think. Michiyo & Oba-san arrived safely on Sun.
*and we spent a nice day together. They had shinrui, etc., to see, so we e just
jbeen going our separate ways, aid I meeting them today at 2:00 to get my tick-
et from them. They are typically nihon-shiki and enryo so much, that I can’t
tell what they really want to do or think. T think that’s one of the great

N jafaults of the Japanese that they can’t be open or frank in thought aid deed.

T One has to constantly guess what the other person really wants to do... On
Monday, laich was Nov. &5, Meiji Eteperor’s birthday, Ojisan, Obasan and 1 went
to the Imperial gardens in Shinjiku, and there saw ( in addition to millions
of people, with children), the Chrysanthemum Beds. They were spread around the
park, and were arranged under little canopies* Each bed had flowers which were
grown in different ways, for ex. in one section there were Chyytanthemums shaped
in mounds, on ibh there were 20 blossoms from one stem. All were very formal
and shaped to certain molds, and 1 thought they were just like the Japanese

people. Iniead of growing freely and naturally, they are molded and shaped and
constantly disciplined all their lives, and so are very unnatural in their be-
havior. Well, 1 guess | have to get used to this psychology and try to under-

stand i1t as best | can, Mrs. M. and | often have interesting discussions about
this, ad of course, she has American i1deas so agrees with me.
Yesterday - (Tuesday), | went to Mitaka to have lunch with the Yuasas.
Dr. Yuasa phoned me the minute he got my post card, and sounded so natsukashii
and said he was so glad I had come to Japan. They offered to send their car,
but the Teito-sen near our house took me to Kiehi-Joji which is right near
Mitaka, so | took the train up to there, and Mrs. Y. met me with a car from
the school. 1 asked a young Kieio student on the platform to let me know which
train to take, aid te waited with me while 2 other trains came in, put me on
my train, and then went his own way to take another train. 1 thought that was
so nice of him. 1 was talking to him for a while, and he said Keio lost to
Waswda in the recent big baseball game. (Shizuo, am 1 making you homesick for
Japan?? You probably recognize these station name§, etc.., don’t you?)
At Mitaka, Mrg Y took me to the Administration Bldg, which, so far, 1is

the only bldg, vixxIxxix completed. 1I1t’s still being finished, but Dr. Y’s
office* and several others are how in use. They only have /5 students in the
Language School so far, and won’t begin real ajsdissdte liberal arts courses til
next spring. Dr. Y seemed so glad to see me, and had me sign his guest book in
his lovely office. They took me to their hojne for lunch. [It’s a brand new
house, with a nice mixture of the east and west, steam heat,, western bathroom,
etc.. It’s funny how the heating system add bathroom wort of become the criteria
for judging the value of a house - and Ken Buma, in describing his motherEs
house, told me it had a flush toilet]] , So much of what the Americans take for
granted i1n the US are real luxuries, here. We had a nice curry luncheon and then
Dr. Y. showed me some of the things he’s collected - like old hand mirrors of
the Tokugawa era, pottery etc.. 1 was so interested in them, and he gave me one
of the old mirrors in his collection. Wasn’t that nice of him? |In the aft.
Mrs. Y. took me all around the campus, which stretches out for some 300 acres-

* and included a lovely old villa of some rich man - with old buildings with

K thatched roofs, a tea house, guest house, a spring iIn Tilich srasabi was growing,

£ aid we walked through woods of matsu, past flaming red do-dan bushes, and lots

>IVOf pampus grass (susuki) waving here and there. They even have rice fields on

*their land. It really i1s a lovely site. Saw also one of the faculty homes,

i1 which was really nice - and then the car brought me back to Kichijoji aid 1 came
home. M"ss Ozawa was here when 1 got home, so we all sat around the hibachi

nJ and talked fciand she stayed on for supper.

g weatay, | ™ meeting Dr. Shiota for lunch, and then will meet Michiyo to

~ get my ticket, so | can cheek my baggage tomorrow morning. I riding into

*Jv town with Ofjisan, Iwao, Shig aid Toshi - They usually leave the house around
7:30, so 1711 leave with them, and Ojisan and Iwao will take me to the station.



The boys rarely come home for dinner, but tonight Obasan says theylll be
home, Ind I wanted to treat them all to dinner, but she just won’t hear of it,
and says Kyoto ni itara gochiso shite. 1*11 have to, send them something.

Your/ letter saying you got obasan’s and my letter, came tsixyx yesterday,

and obasan was glad to hear you got i1t. 1 read her the parts for her*. _How nice
of Lorraine to write to the Saturday Review.. 1111 write her, but If you write
in the meantime, Kay, please tell her how much X appreciated 1t . It was really

very sweet of her.

Before 1 forggt: The following packages are going out or have gone out:
To Kay and Shizuo: 1 package from Esamu: The tea set is from me, and the ohitsu
from her* and Geo. Think 1 wrote this once. One package of tea (hoji-cha) from
Toshi’s apo address. This is from me, not Toshi.

To Mom and pop: @®wo big boxes from Toshi’s APO address, but from me,

containing the things I mentioned in the last letter, pan, etc.. There were 2
mere things | wanted to get you people - like oshios™nbei and tsukudani, but 1
don’t know 1T I can. 1It’s so hard for me to go shopping, because I dependent

on other people for locations of good shops, and even when 1T out with them, 1
can’t always do as 1 want to. Tokyo shops are so crowded - they’re just like
New York’s Macy’s - and sometimes, you just wish half the people i1n Tokyowould
move out* 1 think 1 may like Kyoto better, although 1 know 1*11 miss the Matsu-
oka’s and all my nice friends here iIn Tokyo.

Yes, | think I was very fortunate to be invited by Mr. Yamada & Yano* They
really did isho-kemei for me. Did X ever tell you how formal the luncheon was ?
Hors d’oeuvres and wine iIn the sitting room first,, then, a huge meal of soup,
salad, fish, roast duck* pudding, again wine, and coffee iIn the sitting room?

1 don’t think 1 ever had a chance to elaborate on that lunch since | wrote very
briefly about it, and don’t think 1 told Kay and Shizuo. My life has been so
full & busy, 1 hardly know to whom I“*ve written what! Mrs. Yano came in nihongi,
and seemed like a sweeter person than Mrs. Yamada. Mrs. Yamada looked quite up
to-date, but she didn*t seem like the kind of person I W uld have too much in
common with. Mr. Y’s family is really very cute

I don’t think 1 told Kay & Shixuo about my visit totthe lwabuchis. Spent
2 days with them out in Fussa, and since it rained, didh t seemuch, hut had a
nice leisurely visit* with them. Yuri is interesting and“"we had much in common
to talk about* The day after that, 1 had lunch with Ford FdN people, and dis-
covered that one was Hattie Kawahara - she’s grown more aggressive & talkative
then ever, and seems really on the ball re politics here iIn Japan* Ste. Martin
says living expenses iIn Japan are so high, Ford might give us all an adjustment
IT we submit an expense account. He said my request was extremely. LOW! The other
2 kids flew by PanAm! I ___Shizuo, | went with a man to a real Japanese restaurant
Are you shocked?!! Well, he was a relative and very safe! It was a lovely typi-
cally Japanese restaurant, where they cooked the tempura right on the table for
us, as we ate. ©One of the most artistic meals |*%Ve ever had, and in one of the
most subdued and peaceful atmospheres. 1The man in charge even showed me one of
the Bunraku dolls & let me work its hands. The ceramics they used were so beau-
tiful, 1 kept admiring them, and Mr. Yamazaki (Kay do you remember him),, said
he knew Rosan$in, the artist who makes them - so the next day he took Mrs. M# &
M€ out to Kamakura to visit his home. He was a real eccentric character, who
iIs bored with life, since no one dares disagree with him, a gourmet who has eat-
en everything and now likes nothing, and a tyrant to his odeshi! He has no wife
or family, and I think he’s essentially a very lonely man. His work is sort of
crude, but done in lovely shibui colors.. 1 think he has very little peace in
his soul. He took a liking to- Ms tho~” and after showing us all around his kiln
JMc .. even gave us dinner. NN
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Dearest Polks: | just spent the afternoon chatting|ll-15>-»52
with Kiyochan, Michiyo, and Omasa-han, tho came to vTsit me 1iIn
my room. Oba-san had planned to take me to Heiran Jinfeu today to
.dee the Shichi-Go-San festivities, but since yesterday 1 had the
hives, and Ak3r a-san told me to stay home today. 1t’s all gone
now, though, so don’t worry. |1 guess it was from the change of
climate, food, etc... Akira-san Is Sahhiko-san’s husband, and a
~ very shinsetsu na otanashii person. I M really in safe hands herel
I and he gave me two iInjections which helped relieve the hives, so
3 if I ever get sick, | have a physician right here in the same hous®
Kiyochan™ etc. thought my rooms were so wonderful, she said, mah
fkonna 11 toko dattara anshin shita. Mrs. Buma is awfully nice to

N me, and is very thoughtful. She brought me a radio today (an ex-

~ tra one) since 1 had to stay home all day, and had the maid leave
out some tea cups etc. so I could serve coffee or tea to my guests.|
She’s very assari-shiteru, and doesn’t fuss over me, so | feel verj

X kiraku. 1 have a key to the front door and can come and go as |1

~please (tho* 1 always say itemaeri masu, tadaima, etc..) Mrs. B*
(goes out quite a bit herself, so I don’t have to kigane at all. All
in all, 1"m so glad | decided to come here. In the morning, if I
late, 1 get my own breakfast, and today, since | tho”t 1°d better not

~Nleat too m$ch lunch, 1 made my own toast etc.. It’s very nice. There

Sis a maid (a temporary one), ttio makes my bed, and cleans my room,
~Nand there’s also a man who brings up dried leaves and logs for the
wtgtove every day. 1t’s really the kind of life only 1I/10 of % of the
~NJapanese can live. 1 feel very fortunate, and think koko dattara |1 °LL
e okay during the winter months. |If it gets too cold, I can always
go to Tokyo - which they say is warmer.
Yesterday, Miss Gwinn told me about a trip the Language School
tudents were taking (An. missionaries-to-"be/, sp 1 joined them, and
jnent to the Jakko-in (a sort of nunnery, 1 think) and to the Shogakuin
(or detached palace). The Jakko-in was way out in the country, and
the chartered bus left us at the edge of a country road which we fol-
owed for about 20 minutes. We saw all kinds of wonderful sights,
¢like thatched roofed houses, people harvesting rice, women carrying
m;baskets and bundles on their heads, or working with babies on their
backs, and I took a lot of picttires which 1 hope Titll come out. Up

lv at the J. the momiji was beatLhlful - brTlght red and yellow, and at®

T the Shogakuin, we saw beautiful landscaped gardens and lovely momiji

| surrounding a huge pond. It was Juite a formal garden. 1 met 2 people
on the bus who knew USGG and John Deschner, and also enjoyed talking
to many others on the bus. They were all/a friendly bunch, and I was
so felad I went. The day before that, | went to town and cashed some
travellers cheeks, and gave obasan 17,009, but she would only take

Ij,.O,OOO, since 1 came in the middle of the month. 1 made her promise
to tell me If the expenses were more. | also went to Doshisha to
i, pay for shipping my stuff from N.K. to here, and to thank Mr. Yamada

N & Mr. Katagiri for their help. 1T planning to give Mp# Y. something,

| Mrs. Katagiri phoned me today and rm invited to their home Mon., for

I supper....l hear Minoru and “eizo are anxious to- see me too, and we

*3 planned today to visit e<fiien"tues. and have Mino take me to Takao,

/2 on Wed. Thurs. we*re going to Omasa-han’s and she’s taking us to [
Kokedera and Arashiyama. She was such a nice sappari shita person,if
liked her very much. She was so glad 1 could talk nihongo. ThatssSF
to worry everyone till they meet me. Kiyochan bro’t me two of you
letters today! Thanks so much for Mrs. Lammey’snice letter and Se.

-lexns card. Isn’t everyone good to me. 1°m so far behind on Xmas car<
and 1 just not going to try to mail any gifts this year.. .Kiyoofen

ck™mailed my last package to you for me (I paid her of course), the.

croils of meisen, 2 oshiosenbei from Tokyo (send 1 to Kay please),

/coin purse, and 1 can of nori from Kiyochan vhich she put in to fill,
up the space. She said she’d make all packages fomne since she
had cartons etc. left over from your packages. 1 had them take

home two big bundles of furugi etc., today when they came over>
gave Miehiyo Kay’s old watch and she was so happy with it.



Thanks alot also for the New Yorkers whieh 1 got at Kiyochans the

other day. 1l enjoying them already. 1 have so many people 1

have to go see yet, 11n beginning to wonder if lrllever get any
writing done at this rate. Naka naka isogashii desu, 1 hoping

to go to Shoyama*s tomorrow;. | wanted to go today, but had to
cancel that. Will wait to write K/S till after 1 visit them.

Pop, 1 wrote Fofd™ asking them to forward my checks to you, as per
the letter X gave you a copy of. | also wrote B4#of Am. in Kobe
askirg 1f 1 could cash my personal checks here, so will let you
know what they say. What do you think of my using some of your
yen here -from Hayaishi or Yano, instead of using up thedollars over
there? Anyway, | have enough money still to last another month or

so, so we can decide something before X need more. 1I*ve been kept
so busy writing oreil to various people i1n Japan, 1 havenlt written
hardly any letters back to America. | only wrote Ku$ais a yose-
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gaki from Masuda. Please tell them how busy 1 am, and that 1*11
try to write soon. Now that I*m settled, I Have a little more
time to get things done. My nimotsu no seiri is quite taihen, and
1111 have a load off my chest if 1 get aiu/the omiyage out of the
way, ... Omasahan looked at your photos natsukashi-so ni, and said
she wanted one, so 1!l give her one.,.. My Neighbor”, Dorothy,
IS a nicSTsappari shita person too, and is very friendly and kind.
She offered to give coffee to Kiyochan, etc, cuz she said she has
more stuff. She*s quite an interesting person. Last night, she
had a nisei fellow visiting her, and he turned out to be someone
I knew at Cal - he’s here on Fulbright as a social research man.

15,4Ar£avl? 8 small_"9rld 1 heard from_one of the Ich esterday

oot

that Ted Johnson W|th whom X worked at TJSCC oin isre
Tues, so I™m hOEI can see him. This"11 be all for nM/f
nope youlre bot well & not working too hard. Love, -



Dearest Polks, carbon to Kay sd shizuo: 11-18-52 .
What a beautiful sunny fall day i1t is, ad I*ve (u®t come back
from &% hours intide the Gosho. fed Johnson (of SVM) 1is in the
city, fldwe spent some time early this morning seeing the garden
*of the Qmiya-Palace and the grounds of the Kyoto Palace, xhe icho
3trees are Mke golden sunshine, the ponds W Ithjthe stones
o and bridges are so picturesque, aid the lovely*”« buildings wi
*7 their roofs of cypress bark (nailed with bamboo.) curved and mas-
ttsive, were simply beautiful. It was so quiet aid peaceful inside
i-Jthe grounds, 1 just enjoyed i1t enormously. Sometimes, it s good
=Sjto get awa™y from people - and they do mill about everywhere in
Japan! These palace grounds (inner gardens) are pl°sed to the
ublic, and nithonjin have to get special permits to fest in, but
@Eericans can just walk in. Such are the privileges of being a
.American! 1 saw such historic spots as the rooms where all the
~perors were crowned, where Meiji Emp. sat, the rooms with rai
itatami where the emperors had their audience, etc... but the pr-
IWvate garden at Omiya was the very nicest!.. Yesterday, Ted, rhll
"PiWilliams (another former SVM boy), md 1 spent
P*\had the best time. We took a sightseeing bus around Kyoto in the morn-
ing, and went to Nishi Honganji, Higashi Hong.,Sanju,. “~he 1iong
~ *“hall where they have 33,000 buddhasJ Ghonien, Kiyomizu, & Heian Jingu.
mif™ Lvefthe hill leading to KyomiJd, and liked that temple so much.
M 1 vaguely remembered the long flight of stpps and the 3 small water
~trails where people come to bathe. It was a_lovely, peaceful”™l _
«SSplace, and I anxious to go back there again soon. At Higashi”/.
m$®1 saw the famous rope, Mom, which was made by the hair of the wcmen
toi Japan to lift the heavy wooden beams. It was hard to understand_
fxthe language of the girl guide, but she was_so “"thtts
vto help us understand. Hitan, was like a picture postcard with its
"* |red wooden beams and fancy gray rocffs. _Much Chinese influence here,
,~3j>and we decided we liked the natural wood of the pure Japanese temple
TfObetter. The garden behind Heian was lonely too- and w oaYddl
8 \dozens of carp in the pool as we crossed the old bridge.
Hin”~ou all drool with envy?? 1 just wish you all could be here too.
~]jtgwas specially nice’on a weekday, without b°° huma vy
,“lapoll the natural beaut#. We bought an osushi “bento oranges and
candy, after that, and headed up the Heian Densha to The Shuga
mifagain. 1 had been there last week (where I met Phil s wife, -
Sfcarnk purely by chance that Ted was comingj It was really provi-

Crdnatial that we all EQt together). T 1efk?U So we Mt
on the densha and caLid™g began passing around 7 2 y® ot
SXthere eating, while thewhole car looked at us In amusement. eg
|]Loff, and decided to eat the rest of thelunch alongthep fea®k
v,omiya-san, overlooking beautiful nce fields, Ht. iei . peaceful,
11* ground, farm houses, and fiild of nappa. It was so utterly peaceiuj.,
fihve had a simply wonderful time. All along the country r ® thresh-
[Mowed to the Shugakuin, we saw_country P®0?1® farcesting ri war”~fo”/.
®Ning 1t in very primitive handmills, plowing fields, gV .
w(broons etc and everywhere the little children ran after
saying "haro” to Ted & Phil. We flook dozens of pieces which
8§ Kt hope will ccme out. Shugakuin was beautiful with lots of m m
I md a very formal Japanese pond, garden, etc.. Gosh ba
much to tell you this time, 1 didn"t even tell youwhat 1 0 n
d10 !sundav In the a.m. I went to the Shoyamas (about a 10 min. bus
ride frim here - 1 travel everywhere i one nowr ) but unfortunatelL

S'Mrs. S. had just left on the very bus 1 got off ¢ir°nd®al;j ® dl
S |1 missed her, but talked to Mr. S"s brother. 1 Hear she returned|

N

N

"sjmy call in the p.m. but this time 1 was °ub; ~ry aga n."M
*iJ;took over the omiyage (pencils, etc.) and 1 again
*JN the Pm. | went to Kyochan’s - and there, by i
4 along cam”Shigeri-san, with her son and grandchild. ®
lot, but was pretty much the same. |1 told her f~out you

~"people, and she waaiis me to come visit her soon. She s teaching

°~idol 1-making twice a week near home, so | think that is good fo
mer. She mentioned the son that died during the war... «e had



cunice visit, and while we were talking, along came Se-i1zo-0ji,
looking the same as ever - with a big smile on his face* 1 like
him so much. Hels very hogaraka, and seemed happy-in His won*:.
He said he just had to come see me once, before 1 visited_his

i Firwd ddiidg eVeryone sayd is that theyre relieved |
can tdL k j/iiiihongoi® Shigeri-san left shortly after, and then c/ei-
|0, Kiyo, and M, aid 1 had a nice visit iIn their sunny little rooit
Their room is small, but the sun streams in and they can see« the
temple from their window. They cook out in the hall - terribly
primitive, and have to go to the public bath for their bashs.
After Se.lzo left, we walked to the He.lan <3ingu and saw It just
as 1t turned to dusk. It was really a picture as the sun went
I hoped to see some of the shichi-go-san children, but 4
saw only 2* Hast night 1 was invited to the -Hatagiris, g
found their house in "the dark all by myself - pretty good hutU.

... They™had. .a. Qa:, fegjs.t-for.,
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X met their two daughters and one grandson
s\ spoiled® little boy. We W children all get away wxrn

Ho disciplllne whatever, and I°ve noticed they"ll aW,y

on the. streetcar, rather than women... Had a™nice visit w n
5They ere a Egod simple family. Forgot to uell vy ,, »..
r 1 went to Akira Endo®s for tea yesterday - and there * got tonee
1 Rev. & Mrs. Endo, too.

meandRodles stuff.

<g—
her

I told Akira 1 had-something
I the folks, so will take i1t soon...l1"m skipping, but W m,

®I‘

! at the Eatagir-is, X met Krs. Sermo( cousin of «re. £.7
. home with mo, and said her son,Toshio; oswani«rnabta wn n

v over. In fact, practically everyone 1 ve met around here

have osevani-natta to_yo
1j00 and go to Minoru®s

Takac."Such a busy life.
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up

1 me2T . take

for
Sometimes,

eople ! - Today,
tﬁe night. 9

inmorr-oi™u.ae] .Ae
I wish 1 n<zd aj ;"I

friends & relatives here - but then think that s motairicai,

act such tho’ts’i <Here later - 1 like Kyoto more
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Nov. 20, 1952
Dear Polks:."."

Spent a wonderful day yesterday at Takao, Makino-o and Togano-o.” Went early on
the 9:30 bus with Minoru and Kiyo-oba, but already the bus got jammed, and altho
we had seats, the others had to squeeze in, and by the time we got there I m sure
over 100 people were piled in like sardines] We walked up some lovely old stone
steps, and as we looked up we could see the sun filtering through the 1Moy red
and orange leaves, just like delicate tinted .;ace. People say the momiji this
year aren*t too vivid, but they were reallytJ®ovely. The maple here is planted
among tall green sugi and matsu, and so the contrast is especially beautiful.
Here and there there were tatami stands to eat obento, and women selling tea, etc.
would call out, "Ma koko de chotto yasumatte oiki-yasu. Momiji ga kireil desu yo.
Mah chpbto oide-yasu.” We wandered thru the woods and up toward the temple, am
everywhere there were children on ensoku, sitting in neat rows sketching on their

pads. | took a picture of some little boys, end they all wanted to get in the
picture, saying mWAh ureshii, shahhin totte kureru ]



Hr Since it was a weekday, there were relatively few people, so it was even nicer.
We sat on a big flight of stone steps leading up to the otera and ate our obento
Jin the sun. Kiyo-chan gave me one of your letters there, so I read it while we
ate,. After lunch, we wandered down the road to Makino-o, where there are lots of
Maki no ki (Minoru Oji told me much about the trees there)and a temple called Sai-
ménji. Then, we walked down another country road to Togano-o, which turned out
to be a wonderful, peaceful place. We passed all sorts of iInteresting things en
route, like places were they were cutting and finishing Sugi-no-ki. Everything
done by hand, and women were polishing poles of the sugi, while men removed the
bark.. Labor i1s plentiful and cheap - and the hills are covered with sugi. WO
walked up a beautiful quiet path way lined with trees, and more beautiful momiji
here and there, to Ebagnji Temple. There were hardly any people here, and we
sat on the stone steps looking at all the tall trees all around us, and the momi-
J1 in the distance, and pondered the peace of the place. It was utterly peaceful
and we talked some of how Buddhist temples had becotié merely business pilaces -
and how the real discipline of the old-time priests was gone...This temple rents
out rooms for- gatherings, and on the porch, we jumped iInto Mrs. Katagiri and Mrs.
Otsuka who were there with some Doshisha xvomenis group... We were so glad we went
to all three, and were saying It*s mama no okage, because they said you were so
anxious for me to see those 3 places. It really was a wonderful trip..After that,
we took a taxi to Ryo-an-ji, and went first of all to grandmals ohaka. 1tTs up a
hill, and we had to borrow a bucket and shaku from the otera, and hike up the hill
to a shaded little spot on the hillside. There was a plot there with several o-
haka, the Ishizakils, and a few others, plus grandmals and ojii-san*s, Brandirla*s
of course, was the newest stone there. We brushed away the dead leaves, and we all
took turns pouring water on the stone, and put branches of Sazanka (winter camel-
lia) with small white flowers, into the stones. Kiyo-chan said nObaa-san, Yo-chan
ga America kara kite kure mashita yo,” and we all did ojigi faaxt and somehow, 1
think Grandma must have been happy to have us come. | was glad 1 could go, and
we took One picture, but 1t was on colored film, so will have to wait sometime for
it. Kiyo-chan said Obaasan ga yorokonderu desho... After that, we went into the
temple and saw the famous garden of sand and stones. It was so quiet there, and
very peaceful. There was momiji hanging over the garden walls - s a lovely sight.
The priest Imew Kiyochan and served us tea In a room looking out on a beautiful
little garden, with the sound of water trickling somewhere nearby. A little boy
served us frothy green tea in big bowls, turning it around once, and serving It
very formally. We had small cakes - pink and white - on which were the characters
”3*know only,PontentMient - and ate them and drank tea.H The priest came to chat
with us, and wanted to know why 1 had come to Japan, etc.. It was one of the most
peaceful atmospherels I*ve ever been iIn, and 1 began to feel and taste and smell
true Japanese beauty. 1It’s so hard to find it among ail the coarseness and crude-

ness of Japanese life - but 1t!s there, i1f you have the time to look for i1t... It
was a full and busy day - but a wonderful one - and 1 got home safely about 5>:00*
Today, was nother nice day. 1 met Kiyo and Michiyo(who took the day off) at

10:00 and we went out to Omasa-hanls. She lives iIn a lovely typical Japanese house
bn the inaka,.imd Ojisan is a fine person too, and served as real ocha and okashi
when we arrived. omasa-han iIs such a nice, genuinely kind person. She had made
bara-zushi, soup with lovely things in it - yuba, carrot in the- shape of a flower,
etc.. so artistic, and beans. And as soon as we had lunch, we erpI (ojisan stayed
home), set out for KOKE DERA. They said that was another place Mom wrote often
about, so I had to be sure to see 1t. There again, 1 simplyfell in love with the
place, and wished so much that Mom could enjoy it with me. You enter the place
thru a lovely gate and as you look down the path there are momiji bending over one
side and a big bamboo grove rustling on the other side. |Inside the garden- i1tls
really a symphony of green moss and Akebi (tree), sazanka, sugi, etc.. Again, we
were lucky to find just a few people there, and the place fax was so serenely quiet
There was a pond with some hasu, several little tea houses, and moss everywhere,

I just wish so much you could all share some of this beauty with me. It was really
one of the nicest places I*ve been to - and the glimpses of bright momiji were es-
pecially nice among the sombre stately green trees. It-was a little cloudy today,

and the wholé atmosphere was one of cool, quiet, stillness.

We took a cab from there to Arashiyama, and that was the only part of the trip
Amasahan would let me payJd (1 took care of Michjryo and Obasan for everything élse
tho”, so donlt worry. ; - We took a boat ride up the Oi-gawa, and the four of us



M/g; sat iIn back of the boat, eating tangerines, while a boatman poled the

boat up the river with a long bamboo pole. We could look up the hillside and
see lots of momiji. Even on the river there were little vending boats filled
with food and drink, who pull up aft“try to S€& you somethirg as you ride. Just
as bad as Italy* In fact, many of the characteristics of ltalians are evident
here too - and 1 think the thing they all have iIn/feamon is poverjrj. We got off
the boat and walked the way back, and the river looked so blue and pretty from
the path* Arashiyama was nice, but It was a bit commercialized, and X didn t
like it nearly as well as Kokedera. Minoru oji says, | am mama-4°-ko and have
very nlhonshiki no tastes... thank goodness for that]

I forgot to tell you that at Takao there was a little store where you could
draw your own designs on cups and dishes that were baked there on the sbe$, so
oji-san painted a couple of maple leaves on a cup and put my name and the date
on 1t for kinen. We also went to one of the high points, bought some clay discs
and tried throwing them across the valley, but we just couldn*t make them spin.
They say sometimes they spin clear across to the other side..* 1 also bought
soma piping hot kuri that a man was toasting over a konro. Am doing all sorts
of wonderful things that » know I*11 long remember..

Today, as we walked along the country path to the Kfekedera (itls about
a U5 min. walk from Qmasahan’s), we saw the farmers busily harvesting their
J?iee, They dry it in Sheaves, then they take the grain off the stalks in a .
machine that they pump with their feet, then, they shake the grains thru a
strainer to separate them, dry them, and then grind off the husks. 1t’s really
a terrific process till i1tls ready to eat - and all done so laboriously by hand.
Japanese farming methods are so primitive, it’s pathetic. They still have hand
plows pulled by oxen, and | saw some fields being plowed, getting ready for the
wheat crop after the rice. 1 also saw some women beating bean stalks to get
the soy beans out of the pods. Everywhere, the primitiveness of their methods
amazes me.

Golly, this i1s getting too long - and you may get bored with hearing so much
about these places - but If you can remember and recall some of Japan, it might
be interesting for you. _V ) ) £

Mom, Omasa-han, Michiyo and Kiyo and 1 picked these nogiku no seeds for you
along the path to the Kokedera as we foud walked together. 1 hope they’ll grow

and make you happy. The pressed flowers are from Minoru’s yard. His house is
high on a hill, and we climbed to the top during the afternoon and c&uld look#
down on most of Kyoto sprawled out below, with the big red Keian Jingu torii
loomin §Ut over the grayness of the city.
I JO# to Seizo’s on Sunday... more againl.. Much love,

m
Unal
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Dearest Mom and Pop: 11-25-52
I just can’t begin to tell you how happy you made me yesterday with. your sweet

thought of me on my Birthday, When Oba-san brought out a huge decorated cake
with your little card and said it was from you, 1 just cried, and had to blow my
nose all thru” dinner." It was so sweet of you, and so like you to be so thotful,
I kept thinking how lucky 1 was to have such wonderful parents. Thanks just so
uc* fortunate to have such yasashii nice parents,Obasan and Michiyo
iust did all they could to make me happy, and 1 appreciatedtheir efforts so much,
basan just had all kinds of gochiso for me - aka-no-gohan, white rice too, a
hamburger, sailad, ochawan mushi with fish, chicken, ofu, etc., In It, spinach no
oshitashi (because 1 said 1 liked it), tamago yaki, kamaboko, omame no nita no,
tF Kinds™of fruit, and a huge beautifully decorated cake from the best bakery in
own - from y°u** “~n the table she had a little clay vase with two carnations in
wan uthe”vase »as her present to me, Michiyo gave me a copy of ""Non-chan Kumo
ni Noru which iszone of the best children’s books out today, aid which 1 had been
wanting. Then, when we sat down, Michiyo said, "Iltsu utawu no?" and she and oba-
san sang Happy Birthday tgke. She said they isho kemei ni practiced it before,
ohe also had a big red candle in the candle holder we sent them and lighted that
for me too. Wasn t that sweet of them? O©Oley both just did isho-kemei to enter-
tain me so royally, and 1 thought it was so sweet of them.They’re really so
good to me, and 1 feel very much at home there, and can say and do anything I
like. 1 think they’re beginning to feel more at home with me, too, and so don’t
enryo as”much. Michiyo showed me her album and i1t was just full of pictures of
her wearing almost everything thing we had sent her - even the formals - which she
said she had to tyy on once” They always say, Uchida no okage desu - and are mak-
mg~use of everything we’ve sent. Hichiyo is always dressed in one of our suits
or dresses or hats, and looks even better dressed thaml - for 1*%e gotten just
like the other nihonjin and don’t even wear a hat anymore* . We had such a good
time together, and then, they iInsisted that | take“home the rest of the cake for
the Bumas and Dot, so | came home laden with cake, and gifts, and before 1 knew
it, ubasan and M, had hopped on the streetcar with me, and bro”t me home to my
Iront door. 1 really had such a good time and snach a nice day - thanks t? obasan
Mfchiyo, and you people. Thanks a million for your share in It.
T. Jboiddl-,2201i you that Kay and Shizuo’s packagel reached me on Sat, justin time?
i ~was full of all sorts of nice things like candy, kleenex, prunes, and/a beauti-
ful grey sweater in gust the color 1 like. There was only 60 yen duty on i1t. |
hear packages up to 5000 yen are okay, so I don’t think you need worry about send-
ing packages. 1’11 distribute the xmas gifts as per your insﬁ{ucti ns, 1 may
see Hayaishis this weekend, and will get the money then. .. dkIN st K *¢*4
. AND, not only all that - but Sunday night, the Bumas had a big feast for me
since they knew it was my birthday Monday, and | wasn’t going to be home. They had
a sukiyaki dinner for me (very co zy in the kotatsu, where we always have dinner!
and when 1 went down tfy“rewg.re”gift™ for me on the table. A lovely brownish
colored ochawan, and teircup4anWreo ohashi inside a ohashi-ire, for me to use
each day - from Mrs. B., Akira and Sachiko. Then, Dot had composed a poem for me
and also 1&t me chose one Yoshida print from several which she had bought. Wasntt
that nice of them? |1 think I'm so lucky to have everyone remember me so warmly,
and was so happy. 1 also got a nice card and letter from Hurl, who remembered
when we were talking about bithddys, and Alicia wrote me a nice letter too, and
said she’s sending me a subscription to the Atlantic Monthly for birthday and Xmas.
Everyone is so good to me - and 1°m just having a terrible time keeping up with

correspondence both in Japan and the US. |1 m"barely getting Xmas cards out to a
few people, with notes inside. It must be taihen for you to write thank you letter
for me too, Don’t try to do too much. I M writing orei too, so | don’t think

you have to do too muchl
Did 1 tell you that on Sat. we went to Nijo Castle? 1 think I did. That

night Rev. Kozaki was here for a night, and we had dinner together. Also, very
coicidentally - Pete Ito:- the boy whom Kerichi Haradalwanted me to meet - was
also i1nvited for dinner, so I got to meet him, and he told me he’d take me around J
to lots of Interesting old art and curio shops, etc.. He’s the one whose grand-
fatheris a famous artist, Wasn’t that good? 1M looking forward to sightseeing
with him. Rev. Koxaki asked to be sure to be remembered to you two.

Yesterday, there were luncheon guests here - and 1 met Mrs. Tominomori, who



\ Dearest Folkg: Again, 1 have so much to tell 11-27,-52
7ou. If 1 don’t write a few days, It just accumulates so* 1st of
3 all many thanks for your letters of the 20-21. Don»t bother for-
">Awarding Xmas cards to me in the future, air mail. 1t’s really
-.Mfoolish, because 1111 be getting more from now on, and it doesnrt
1"mean that much to me. Please accumulate them, and send them later.
Don*t worry about omiyage etc.. 1°m handling them all right.1*]11
ake some coffee, etc. to Katagiris for Xmas. |1 gave Bumas one
~can of coffee and 1 can pineapple. Also gave pineapple each to
~NJSeizo, Mj.no, and Kiyo. | also gave Bumas one box Hawaiian choco-
ilates, which they liked and opened on the night Kozaki-san came.
donll have to pay as much as Dot, because shels much more bother
~cthan I am. She has company so often, and eats special food, etc..
"MAlso, she has two huge rooms and two stoves. |1 try to help with
r*khe dishes whenever the maid isn’t here, and am helpful i1n other
Tiways, Will make some arrangement re fuel. Don’t worry!... |1 found
can cash checks here i1f 1 open an account In a J. bank. Maybe
3Jfll just Have you send me a draft every few months i1f i1t only cost
F$2.75* Still have enuff for the time being, so wl 1l let you know
*3when I need more. Thanks a lot,... 1 had a very nice letter from Fo:"d
¢ctoday. They were very disturbed about my APL report and sent me a copy
~of a very strong letter they wrote the President of APL. Boy, they oer-
N tainly discriminated against the wrong person, when they did it to.
wThey’re getting BIG repercussions.” 1’1l sendhou a copy of the lettir
T one of these days.. Yes, Pop, IMn busy seeing people and placed ev~ry
i“rday, and will sit down and write when 1t gets cold - as you say., [I|m
I making good use of every day, and am out constantly! Tuesday, Dot told
Nme to use her car and ehauffer since | wantedto visit the Otsukas, jad
v so | went to Otsukas and Matsuis, in a huge green oldsmobile, with £
Fchauffer! Mrs. 0. was out, so I left a message and omiyage(candy
~ hanky) and met Dr. 0. just as | was leaving. He didn’t impress me much,
X and seemed rather old. Then, I went on to Matsuis, which 1 discovered
** 1s very”™near me and Shoyamas. Dr. M. was out on a trip, and Mrs., Ml
ewas saying they wanted to invite me over when he returned. She is such
fﬁa kitsui person, | didn’t like her at all. In the g-M) min. | was there
she wanted to know if we got back the ~xaisan™ 1i.ost during the war, T
ctried to find out how old 1 was, etc... 1 evaded both questions “jus
~be nasty! 1 gave her your note, hanSy and candy, and I hear Dr. M.
phoned me tonight for orei... Then! Wed. morning, Mrs. Buma gave me(
lesson In Sarasa (painting on cloth) which 1*e beenwanting to leaipn.
It’s a long process and 1 m enjoying it so much. Then in the afternoon,
I went out with Pete Ito (the boy who knows”ej~ichi Harada, i1hom I m™t
~ the other night with Rev. Kozakij, He was so shinsetsu, and took mfi
~ to all sorts of places the average sightseer doesn’t see. We went hit
| to the Kawashima Brocade Factory, where 1 saw old men bending over lIjoLe
~ looms, weaving the most intricate patterns of gold and red brocade, In
jcre room, there were men with long nails, who scraped the threads as"
they wove. They were all hunched over, near-sighted, working in a bad
*Slight, and I felt so sorry for them. They earn only about flj5 per mo
*As a contrast, he took me next to Nippon Lace Co. (where |1 think MFf*
I Buma was president), and this was a huge place, using enormous ma-
~ chines, producing eyejhet and lace.. 900 employees, the girls looked
at me with such curious, iInquisitive eyes! Then, we went out to
tKawaramachi, had tea, and then to Furumongen, WNEIE there are rows
and rows of curio (kotto-ya) shops. Pete’s grandfather was the
Infamous Takeuchi - artis™tt, and his uncle is amlebitic now, so he
~ knows many fascinating plices. He™*s so shinsetsu, he made a whole
~list of places he’s going to take me - to meet Mr# &awai, the cera®
C™mic artist, Mr. Sen Ttea7, wood block printing shop, hfimsxaf Omi *
J™brotherhood, etc.. He knows many interesting people and places,
g0 I*m lucky to know him and have him takeme around. I mreally
‘4*9 lucky! 1lwas planning to go to Horyuji that day, but changed

~ My plans, and chanto I got to go to such interesting places!
- W Today, . met Kiyo-chan at 11:30 and we went to see Fukiko

ayaishi. We went to her shhool and found them all outon ensoku,
>5° llent Aer home and met ~agail and Nazuna, who was home



with a cold. She’s quite a big girl (almost my height) S
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Dearest folks: December already] My year in Japan is go- 12-1-52
ing too fasti * Mom, thanks a lot for join? letter with all i1ts godwishes for ray
"birthday and Thanksgiving* By how you have ray letters telling you about both

¢days, and will know 1 was well taken care of by my many nice friends and relatival

"Too bad you have a cold, Mora. Have you been taking your vitamins regularly? You m
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reallyshouldn®t try to have company when you*re not well. Why don”t you just
have pop take Mr. li to a restaurant, or have other church members take turns
feeding him. Goodaas, you can’t keep feeding him every Sunday! Pop, don’t let
her do 1t! Kiyo and Michiyo don’t think much of him, and say he did all kinds
of/ 1~iwaru while he was here!.. Mom, don’t worry, | tiy tokep ray room neat all
the time, but X don’t have many drawers, so sometimes it’s a problem. X always
keep all ray mail from“home, and daijina mono in one suitcase which I lock when-
ever | go out, so go-anshin kudasai! Will try to find an Asahi with pictures of
thé Crown Prince’s day... Mrs. M. knows how expensive Blum’s candy is, because
she had received a can and X told her how much 1t cost! Too bad you have to look
so hard for the cosmetic bag. Didn’t they have one at Capwells?

Pop, What do you think of my opening an account at the Bank of Osaka here?
They say 1| can write a check on ray Bank of America checkbook, deposit that to ray
account here in yen, and then draw on that any time X want it. X think X can do

the whole thing for about 150 yen. Don’t you think that might be better than
getting a big lump draft from you? That way 1 can withdraw as I need i1t. X
think X can get along on about j$I50 per month, Mrs. B. insists that she won t
take any more than 15,000. Dot pays 20,000, so 1 gave her 20,000 too, but she
gayg that’s <hon Trinfihy kpﬂ%mQﬁpm;%t As 1 told you, Dot *s situation is a little
different from mine, so I guess this is okay. She returned 5000 to me, and just
wouldn’t keep 20,000. 1’1l try to make i1t up in other ways. Let me know vhat
yyu think of my openeing an account here.

Sat. «US. F. Hayaishi returned mv call, by visiting me witha huge feaxkx
package of fruit. Huge apples, kaki (enormous ripe ones with no seeds .lI, and
oranges. It was such a nice day, after 1 served her coco and candy in my room,

I asked her if she wouldn™t go with me to G-inkakuji, so we went up there together
«nH 1 enjoyed it somuch. Itewas a nother lovely garden - very picturesque.Ome,
oft her former pupils lives there In the bldg, so she served us real Japanesetea
in huge cups - (that smeléed of dirty cloth] 1 wonder when 1’11 be able to for-
get these things iIn the aesthetic pleasure of tea!?)... We then walked to i1ta—*
shirakawa, a section of Kyt>to whéremost of the women dress in blue cottons and
wear towels around their heads, and sell flowers in the city. Many of themwere
squatting in their yards making little bouquets to sell for 10 yen (for shrines“
ﬁVThdeﬁﬁ@ house, we saw them auctioning off big bunches of Chrysanthemum._ The

all buying bunches, which they willeventually peddle i1n town, 1t was
so interesting. Mrs. H. Said she wanted to take me to Katsura Palace, and since
Michiyo has been wanting to go, | asked i1If she and obasan could come with usem
We’re going next Sunday about 1$00. 1 think she’s so shinsetsu* She has to get
special permission to enter. Minoru Oji told me. he’d take me, nd Micniyo says
he’s been telling her he’d take her for one year/ now - but yappan, xbbl unlless
you’re really shinsetsu, you don’t make the effort to actually do i1t. These
people who say "itsuka™ - are just talking, and the people who really want to do
things for ¥ou, always set a definite date!

ou raav want to send from here on to hay and Shizno



also said her son had oswwa ni natta, when he went to America. Everyone lfve met
tos said Uchida”™an hi wa taithen osewa ni natte imasui Either that, or they say
they"re so grateful for your packages. Kiyo, Hayaishi, Seizo, Minoru, all were
saying packages defokage sama ni yatte ikemasu, and were all saying

appreciative of the many things you sent* | took Seizo s kids s°m® n
hooks, etc.. and they were so happy. Also brought other stuff, a p
apple - cocoa, old clothes, etc.. Their children were so aite-, 1°d like to do

n°re Today,”X"was thinking of going to Ayafee with Hayaishi oba, but i1t turned out
to be a bad day for her, so we decided to postpone it. y P”oned »
so | was saying "feobusata shite imasul and she said hai, ~taihen na feobusata desu,
kochi mo mise tai mono ga aru kara mata hayaku kite chodai. My luggage hadn t
been opened yet when I went last time, so they still haven tgptten their omiyage
which 1 think they®"re quite anxious to see. Ojisan made me laff when we went

to Atsumu®s - he kept saying to them "mada nimotsu ga aite nai kara, kyo wa

aisatsu dake" - as i1If to apologize for my not bringing any omiyage. It was quite
revealing to me and made me laughl _* , @ w
Today, 1 think I*1l try to go for goaisatsu to Mrs. Otsukas, and/raayb”™ the

Matsuis. 1aka naka isogashikute, X find it hard to go see everyone I™m s%%gosed
to. I"m in walking distance of Doshisha though, so S very convening.
I1"11 draw you a map below. N - n

Thurs. 1°m invited to the Oshimos for dinner, , It JﬁSt tgrned_out to bﬁ _
Thanksgiving day, 1 realised, so It will be nice to Pe there for dinner. Their
son is going to India to the same conference as Ted Johnson. i

Tomorrow, If plans work out <« 1°m going with one of the American women 1M,

met to Horyuji. | think that"s all the news for today, thanks again for your
vasashii, sweet and thoughtful gift to me on my birthday. It really made me
Very! very happy - and | had such a nice day - two days, in fact. |1 haven"t met

Miss Shier yet, butVsTl do, may be able to use the airmail stamps iIf she has

Sn APThanteefor S"wding°lda®s letter, and for handling .other business for me.
Incidentally, did a hill for my typewriter ever come .from the Presb. Board? |If .
hot, will you write Horace and ask him to check on i1t for me- | don t think

ever pai t&*Xm&sglfts t win distribute as you insturcted. 6d00yen is an

fully big gift for me. 171l use part of it to buy you. anything you want, so let
me know If you want anything. As soon as | settle down a bit more, can_.”~1-o0"
shopping. 1°m beginning to think maybe 1 should stay iIn Kyoto one year, instead
of pibuig up. and movihl all my junk again to Tokyo.ll can gyfeo Tokyo from her*,
and soend a month or two, if 1 want to. What do you think* ,

Enclosed are some, pictures. |l ™"m busy taking colored and don t have many

bla:k and white ones yet. t 1/ fuch love V?a

mea
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H}earg&i ;F?Orlﬁlséd\.(t%u a;lletteawd \fvfrrﬁtta% ar%%dﬂ%%ﬁﬂi%'l 1& |§an even se%
O, &Y hankeqng DAy QrestingR, o SOMEnoW, | ave besh S8 10
%anksq(win |IP ttol Ene she "had heen |nV|?e ou? *oi Inner
. Xou nﬂw b)é nHw .sgea he ev.enlng with the Oshimos. S0
3 HOH ad, such. a nice “day |?_||tng he Gardef, S wmﬁs. and
Agnen ad such anuEe Hmne at Hotel DL{rav(. ﬂm .tEat the
hest W ou%{eyt%‘sr aue, Thanksgiving, fUrkey! L I0IK, yuve: gol
{o. ?ﬁ | 110 TS V\X]o %egg fczﬁflgp yau. %I?(g gbur ?{enmor!e S Working
I?glrW§|01iS?quseWOtnwF i ra?ev?gﬁa'”s Sﬁrseg% aﬁ%a%aelsnl
calleq. oh Aki{ﬁ {\%nd]o to ehveb our weddi g’gdi % th he waf out
Nso leTt It e orusub gave me a’ride in her car there!

n Tues eve. | went to the Matsui®s f r dinner. They are a strange
,, Family! We had sukiyaki - and the boys ate with Us - one is in
iDoshisho Ehbogakko and the other at Kyo-Dai. Both didn"t say one word
.~during the whole meal! Mrs. M, is such a kitsui person® - and so in-
iquisitive. 1 am somewhat afraid of her! Dr. M#,is smiling and friendly
~J>ut that"s all! They entertained me issho-kernejyf though, and after the
\ sukiyaki, the 3 of us sat in the kotatsu and ate kaki and okashi and
~talked about many things. Dr. M. came to the bus stop to meet me and
N to see me home, and they both told me to come often. Their home isonly
r\_ﬁabout lu minures by bus from the Bumas... Wed. morn, |1 finally phoned.
Hayaishis, and went out th Osaka by myself from Kyoto Station (the Kei-
’han Densha was,on wtrike, so | took the Shu-sen). Obasan met me there
N and took me home, and I Ffinally delivered the omiyage.” Obasan was so
lhappy with the purse, she looked and looked at i1t, hazeta it, put her
Jthings 1n it immediately, and even took i1t™Uo bed and put i1t by her
Vpillow at night. She is a kawaii person, and | like her very much.
NOjisan seemed pleased with the pen, too. | also bro"t the desk set
& (except blotter) from Osamu, plus the spoons for Katsurada, and some
S jewlery, candy, etc., for Atsumu®s family. | had a hug™cload! We just
"spent the evening talking and obasan made tempura for me. The things
.were all wearing thick white jackets like Mrs. Okubo®s! (ha ha).. Thirs.
~morning, we got up early, and obasan took me out to Tennoji to see Mrs.

R ﬁ.igﬁ;ﬁegg;ﬁﬁh“
4ke ather, YF"Ve 03 i X WRO&J? WF heer aSH Vls)n Kpeoin
ering unﬁ v@adg O%Sn ochI an usFﬁ and
58 , N s ?réer Ew £s {
?U, R%med l

I SurprT a
Wp% e m afv r al ?
el\f f) he OHH age ang 1ee [tg-sh.ital
S g tn ou to Ly or W(Eldea
have Degn I philts. Sataf il Takicchah's mo er)
over to the H s She"s a strange woman, and | didn"t like her too
*well, or have much to say to her, altho™ she wanted to hear all a-
sv.bout everything. Everyone 1is very curious to know about the home
fjl"m in! (including compensation!!) It was qold enuff to have yu-
<~tampo in bed, and the 3 of ns slept cozily upstairs. H. Ojisan is
Samusing, altho®™ he can be quite a bore when he gets started on
*“®bragging about his family, etc.. His ©ind is mainly on money and
¢such matters - very materialistic. This morning (Fri), obasan too
ime to Kobe, where 1 went to register my residence with the America
IConsulate. Then, since Dr. Kudo®"s office was rearby, we went to sa
X~hello. He wanted to take us to lunch, but we declined- He seemed

d*~ike quite a character, with his hlgh squeaky voice. Obasan and
and went  t Da|$aru
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December 16, 1902
p Dearest Mom, PopV Kay snd Shizuo (carbon goin? to N.E.)
I"ve been saving these cards for you people, but suddenly realized that
.~you W uldn’t get them in time for Christmas unless | mailed them right outj
~N*"So here 1 come - with Christmas greetings from KYOTO - Seems impossible, doesn®t
NS*1t? |I"m thinking of last Christmas and the nice time we had at 106th St, in
1New York - that was a happy time... Now, here we are :Kay and Shizuo having their
Morfirst 'Xmes in yhair new home iIn New Haven - Hom and Pop all settled in their
¢ "home with a new washing machine, chairs, etc,, -and me, way out in Japan, hav-
I"T"ing so many new and wonderful experiences. Lifeseems very rich and full, and
sSF-JI think we all have much to be thankful for, don"t you... It"s amazing the eventi
1"CJthat can take place In just one short year]
111 be going to Osaka on the 2Ipbh, as Katsurada Obasan (Pope®s cousin), had
invited the Hayaishis and me to the Osaka Hotel for their Xmas dinner. Here,
at home, we intend to celebrate on the 25th. Mrs. B. has told me to invite Kiyo
and Michiyo for dinner,(which Dot and I are going to cook]) 1 think that was”very|
sweet and thoughtful of her... Dot and 1 have been trying to think of*something
special, and went today to “The Alaska” (where | had my super-scrumptious steak)
d asked how much it would be to have them roast a turkey for us. The manager
after bowing and scraping, serving us tea, and then retiring to do the sums,
I"acame ~ack with the staggering answer that a roast turkpy, cranberry, gravy, and
r salad, would cost exafcly 6000 yen (or $18). Well, that set us back a peg, aid
|IJwe left saying we*"d think it over. So, when you"re eating your turkey or what-
frwever - think of the poor nihonjin - most of whom have probably never seen a
| roast turkeyl We may either have a roast, or buy some canned chicken and make
Hr Srgravy for that. We can"t buy good chicken or turkey, except at the PX, and at
that , only marr ied peopl e have those commisary privileges* The chicken on the
J. market is so tough - we haven"t yet had any tender ones I Wouldn®"t 1 love to

have some nice hot turkey now I MMKMmmm! ' (Pop, 1 suddenly remembered your QUesr
pj lon. No, we can®"t mail a&yrihing with an APO return address from a J. post of-
fice, b ecause 1t uses An. stamps. Must tdce to & specilkl post. It*s quite dif-

ta JFicult to arrange, and no one has offered me the ub(é ﬁf an APO address yetM I)
Not much news to report to you today, cuz I1%ve e taking things easy and
»staying at home. 1°m practically back to normal today, though, and this morning
Th™inally finished doing my ™sarasa” with Mrs. B. We sit and talk in the nice
warm room while we paint# Very cozy! This aft. I went out with Dot to the Alas-
~ka, and to one other Kotto-ya, where ;I fiund two lovely dishes (rough brown, with!
[pan interesting glaze) They were 2 left from s set, and one was chipped, so he
[gave them to me for 200 yen. 1 was so tickled. 1 could spend hours in one of
ithcse places* 1 saw some silk yardage in 36 ineh width there - do you want any
~Mom or Kay? This place caters to American tastes. Mom, 1I"m glad you liked the
Mochawan-mushi pan so much, also the other stuff. The jackage took a long time
to reach you, didn*t It.>- Was there more than one sheet of that big J. printed
r*paper9 | thought 1 enclosed about K or 5 sheets. Botsu, botsu, 1M going to
start buying things, or 1711 end up spending a fortune; all at the ed.* How nice
that you got a new radio with a clock] Sounds wonderful, and nowyou can listen
~to all your® favorite programs no matter where you are] N ]
Mrs. B. knows the people Vh.o make Kangetsu. here, and is going to send you
lots in a tin can! She had Sach-chan go with a can, and they®re making a"special
batch, with special dough, so It will stay frearh till America. Be tanoshinderu-
ling! She also said she’d send you some ginnan from her Icbp-no-ki. Just what
syou wanted.® 1°m sending the Matsuokas some Mangetsu among other things, for Xm®.
1"Ve beenwantlng to go out to the Shoyamas again, but have been so busy till
sWmw., and then, have been home nursing this cold! v\éldté definitely so before Xmas

He®hd1 - and Kay, 1 think LJL wre §hat big ski nry u_knit) fop ong of tie
B e e O tem 0 T Y S 1 naVer! Y Reard From Driicama sinces

I went to see her. _ "
Dot and i tried making some Tapioca pudding for dessert tonlghh, but I think
we took it off the flame too, ean.y - it doesn“t seem t0 be hardening at alle She

de it i if it db It t t_ she *11 blame me;. She iIs such a comic

cha%acI é?ayg,lﬁ)g*ha{s is ’iiaﬁgnmg ;L;{W %He?time-- - Well, dear family, 1 will write

again ¥ but this is_a gpecial GHRISTMAS LETTER * to wish you all a happy day, to

mtell you 1711 be thinking of each of , to thank in for all. | s
W hlvtiaJi folui ™" umnUajit ok-0Sm' jtm, ¢iscej0i AUcits-fo”



Dearest Polks, Kay aid Shizuo (carbon going to N.H.) N Dec* 2&, 1952

Ghr istmas alreadyJd How the year has flown byl I*ve just been having such a
wonderful holiday season! Since I*m going to Osaka today, the family decided to
celebrate the gift-giving part of Xmas last night (in order to avoid exchanging
oresci. ts when Kiyo and Michiyo come for Xmas dinner). Per days, Dot has beai mak-
ing plans to dress up as Santa - buylnga mask, putting on red wool underwear and
bathrobe, add last night, she had us all laughing till we nearly cried! we doj
cided to have the servants in with us, so after dinner, Dotls chauffer, his diild,
aid 2 nephews, his mother- who helps clean around the house - came over all dress
d up. We had a little tree which the chauffer made out of some branches cf a fir
tree i1n front of the house arid decorated with all sorts of stuff. (Dot and I were
planning to decorate and buy a bree, but in Japan, trimming the tree doesn t seem
to he part of the festivities and is just a tahore done by the servantsJ). Me had.
the most wonderful time. When everyone was assembled in the living room, wit? the
stove blazing away, Dot cane down dressed as Santa with tw> pillow cases filled
with gifts for the family and the kids from the twooof us. She had huge pillows
stuffed In her stomach, a price tag dangling from her mask, and,kept saying to
the Kkids, "Anata wa kekko deshita ka?” - meaning, "Were you good. We all jnsc
laughed so much, Sach-chan finally was tying on the floor. 1 haven t laughed so
much in years! After:the servants and kids went home;, we exchanged gifts in the
fanily, andhad so much fun.e Dot gave me a beautiful green sort of crackle-ware
vase with a wooden stand (which she made me pick out with her then we went shop-
ping along the street of Kotto-yas), ad a beautiful old sword no tsupa Which
she once saw me admire. It was such a big gift! “Akira and Sach-chan gave me a
book of folk taL es, a furoshiki, and a string bag which A*s sister made. Tfirs. B.
gave me a lovely brown ocha-no-cup, di ich Is supposedto have been made by a fam-
ous artist... | also got so many other gifts yesterday -Minoru Oji appeared 1in
the aft* with a lovely cream-gray colored tea set from the folk art store 1 like
so much. 1tfs beautiful, and 1 was so surprised to have him remember me so though
fully. Mrs. Fuki Hayaishl also came over with a furoshiki. Both came in the aft.
so the thhee of us had coco together in my room, W.th the orange cookies that cam
from Kay and S. (The fmily also enjoyed the cookies* They get so happy to have aay
thing from the States, and said it was so oishii. ) I also got a package from Mrs.
Murakamils daughter, Yoshiko, cotai. ning a doll, ochawan, owan, ohashi, and a box
of okashi. 1 thought 1t was so sweet of her, and will write soon. ts . Matsuoka
sent me a darling red print “happin jacket, lined with mawata, vhidf will keep®
me nice and warm, and Toshi-chan sent me a little kokeshi doll. 1 was so warmly
remembered by everyone. .. Well, to get back to 3ast night, we all had so many
things to open, and everyone was- “ohingaand ah-Ing all over the place. We havp
a piano in the living room, and the book of folk songs, so I played Xmas carols,
and Mrs. B. and Sach-chan have lovely w ices. 1 brought down the box of marsh-
mallows from N.H. and we toasted some over the stove, and also had some In some
hot cocoa. It was such anice evening. This home has a wonderful, happy atmos-
phere, and I feel so much at home here, i1t"s a marvelous experience for me. We
really had a happy time last night, and 1 think the servants and kxds enjoyed it
too. Mrs . B. has a very warm r elationship with the servants... Today I go to aa
ka. aid tomorrow come back for our turkey dinner,” (I don t think K/o hearq XIS.Z
a friend of Mrs. B*s is send ng us a roast turkey from the Miyako Hotel. Dot
X are providing the rest of the dinner aid giving Sach-chan a rest from Cooking ?
Did 1 ever tell you there Is a Par-East Network station for Gl!Is here, so I can
hear American programs - althol the radio I have doesn t work too well. The other
night 1 heard lots of Xmas carols, Piano Playhouse, etc. .. The B s also tate LIFE
magazine, so | can kee xﬁ pretty well on Stateside news...

i

Sunday, I went wit ra and Sach-chan to the Q-No*t, aid saw Hokaso Taye
ma”, 7Shojo” and a real funny Kyogen, 1 had r eadup”on it before 1 went, addS.
told me the stories as we went along, so 1 reallyenjoyed® ib so much. It was /A

something entirely new and the small. stage aid theatre gave the- whole proceedings
a very nice, Informal air - somewhat like the old Engl ish Giblde Theatre. The ut-
al that accompanies 1t iIs strange, but once you get used to it, IS rather enjoy-
able. .We sat in the box that Grandmother Ozawa has reserved, and they bro t us
tea, and a little hibachi. . Aren*t 1 lucky to see so many interesting things *
vMonday, Onei-sama]]came after me and we went to see the "lt-ten (exhibitof
modern-Jap. art - based on a nation-wide competition) at the %oto Art liusewa -

which®only recently was returned to the Japanese. There wer



Jg mediocre paintihgs, and both Onei-sama and 1 liked the exhibit of pases, and
W& ﬁcreens done in sarasa and roketsu the best. <Some of them were stunning. | had

eI come up to my room when she camey, and we had coco aid some of Mrs. Noda*s f
fruit cake before vie set out, We had a chance to visit quite a bit, and I enjoy-

SsiSP eating to know her better. She was very interested to hear that | had met

Stick-dm*- ~ CitMgM'y fu*, %H if thvCC.

(SMM ft &M (tint

Mrs. Podo, Takeuchi, Omoto, etc., since they were Shizuo’s friends and she had
heard about them. 1 also told her Kay and S. were saying theyld lik the nowan2
and she laughed and said unless Shizuo wrote to his uncle at least once - she
couldnK appe ar in front of him] Shizuo - she said you hadn™t written once since
you went to America, even tho* you left most of your "zai-san with him] Aren’l
you ashamed of yourself.” 1 told Onei-sama 1! reprimand you] She said you were
so thoft ful in all wavs, but Jegami wo kakamai koto lake ni komari masu 27 1
don’t think 1 can suddenly appear at his house and begin asking for your things
unle ss youw ritOhim Ffirst. Okay? | hear he lives way out past Osaka... Tour
sister looks very genki, but 1 think livi rig with-anpther family is hard for her.*
She lives upstairs, cooks,,separately without using the kitchen, and they take
baths on separate days, etc., She was saying since the other family doesn’t offer
to leave, they are thinking“of moving, and may find that opportunity if her hus-
band? s work should make it better for them to be iIn Tokyo or elsewhere.® Apparent
ly he 1is in. Yamaguchi-ken (1 -think), most of the time. He comes home the end of
this month, when 1 hope to meet him, Oneil-sama wasn’t complaining at all, and
only talked about these things when I mentioned that it must.be difficult for her
to live with the brother’s fairily. She probably doesn’t write of such things to !
you, and I hope you won’t mention them to her either. | just thought you would
life to know these details which 1 know are c£ iInterest to you,., We had a nice
afternoon together. 1 was going to invite her to the Kabuki, but 1t’s a busy
time of year for Japanese households, and 1 don’t think she likes Kabuki too much

People are constantly|coming over these days, bringing little packages wrapped
in furoshikis for ;bsOibo” and Xmas. Itls iInteresting to see how furoshikis are
returned with paper iInside, tips given the servants who bring- them, etc. = Yester-
day, | brought gifts to Miss Clapp/Gwinn and the Katagirifef add very fortunately
got to make my rounds in Dot ’s car, since she went put"with me, and we went shop-
ping together for things to put in Santa’s bag last night. We also both went to
the bank, etc.. M.

And now that.l’ve blabbered at such length about myself... thanks so much for
your letters. It*s always wonderful to get mail from hare., Mom, thanks for the
cute NOEL card, I have 1t hanging in my room, and. may take i1t downstairs later*
Toki and Mits sent me a Xmas corsage by airmail!.._Shizuo, how was your talk, at
Princeton? I1*m sure your wife must have been veree proud of you].,.l1 had another
letter from Keiichi Harada, telling me about another of his friends. He’s beirg
awfully nice to me,.,

Lid 1 tell you Japan celebrates Xmas quite a bit now? Stores are jamned, big
santas are pasted around the shops,/;1d everywhere there are tired, droopy-look-
ing Xmas trees laden with colored strings etc.. Somehow, they just don*t know
howto decorate a tree, and lack the proper ornaments. No lights of course. We
still have occasional Teidens lasting anywhere from 3 - 6 hrs, but have had to
use candles only once, Gas still is off every morning, till 10:00, 1 think...

Mom, I wanted you to have the $50 for your anniversary, not Xmas, 50 pie ase
take 1t, or whatever more you need to repair your roof, or buy sonething nice*

I wanted to get packages off to you for ”~our birthday and to K/S for their anni-
versary, but i1t’s so hard to get packages made upmver here. 1t’s hard to shop
cuz thenice shops are so far apart, and then we have to go to abigger post off-
ice for all packages to the States,lt’s really quite an effort, sohenceforth
1’1l certainly appeelate anything sent from Japan,., Anyway. 1 hope and Pop
will have a nice Anniversary Day, and pie ase take at least PP3. from my account,
or else 1’1l feel real bad about not having sent you anything iIn time. Okay???

The whole house is iIn a very gay holiday mood , getting ready for Xmas and
the New Year. Ken comes home on the 28th, with two friends, oneboyis a fellow
I knew 1n New York., We Il have a houseful. Seizo-Oji wants me to come ~from the
29-30 to see. Omochi-tsuki, and then again 31-1 for Oshyo-gatsu. 1 may just go
early on the 1st.. but will see. Must begingetting ready J*J”aka - eo™tilT

next timel... M%ﬁp*#me t? alllof you. ~ I fit dAgwﬁU*,* 5 rXAuS”
(Lr** feS.t**[T*%- privttiA., uffju.uutU *f; « i<uw/<Wo



Dearest Mom and Pop: Yoku kaku oyako desu neh] 1 just.got home 12-26-52
ffrom.going to the P.O., and to see Miss Alice Cary at Amhurst House for just a
minute, and found your letters, mailed on Dec. 22nd, (jJoodriess Pop, 1 was sO sorry
to hear about your accident* Abunai.koto deshitaeneh,” 1 can just imagine how
worried Mom must be. , lust after I read your letter, I was talking to a Dr, Jujo,
who® Is a friend of Akira-san’s, a very nice Dr., who stayed for dinner - and he
told us that he got hit by a car on a rainy night too - just recently. Only he
was knocked unconscious, and apparently caught a bad cold from lying.in the rain»
Car accidents are very abunai koto - and Pop, you must be very, very careful from
now on* | think you are too ki-ga-hayai, and must slow down;a little bit more*
Itls wiseZzalso to cross only at crossings on the corner. Well, Urn sure Mom lec-
tured you much already, so I won>t say any more - expept please, please be more
careful in the future - not only in walking but also in driving= There would be
nothing more futile than to be killed or hurt badly by an accident. Mom relies

so much on your help, .1t™wb”™d bp te:r;pA2I3)~F anything happened to you. Please
slow down, and be more careful and alert when you*re out of the house. Hontoni
abunai koto deshita. You must both be careful and not dp muri, because youlre not
too young any more. Just the other day, the wife of* the Episcopalian Bishop hpre
in Kyoto died of apoplexy, and 1 had just met her a few days before that when |
went to her place with Dot, Anyway - like the accident to Dotl1s car - we can all
be grateful that it wasn”t more serious. 1*11 be very careful tO0O - SO you two
please do likewise, Kay and 1 are both far away from you, so please be careful,

. Pour boxes of my colored Slides which Prances 2hier sent for me by APO came
back today already, and 1 picked them up at Mj-ss Clappls where she had left theft
Some OF them are pretty good, and after | see them on a projector”™ somewhere, 1 bL
mail-them to you so you can look at them. They’re mostly scenery. t "\

Thanks for sending the card from Roger Yoshino, 1 don t know him - but from
What Se wrote, he sounds sort of peculiar,.. he’s probably looking for a girl._.-
Thanks also to the business mgr, for the report on the checking account,
note accordingly. |1 still have over $100 in travellers ehecks, so plan to open my

account next month. 1%e been keeping fairly close track of expenses this month
and hope to make Bn average estimate per month on Dec..B%. VvV

I just thought of something - canll you make tbe XIMN who lea®t
pay for your glasses and new umbrella and x-ray charges?? Especial! , if you have
a witness who says the driv, 6 was. at fault. I don't think you should just pay
all the costs yourself. Iff? U wore crossing at a pedestrians crossing, and he
hit you, 1 think i1t’s his fault, and think you should ask him for some settlement.

" My you- gave Kay and S. a big Xmas gift didn’l you. She sounds so happy
about it. Their gift to you seemed rather oso-matsu, >1 wonder if they were em-
barrassed”™?? Did they ever send you the money from the evacuation claims return.
ITf not, let me know, and 1*11 remind her about it, » Q

As you know by how, we did have the turkey. Goodness, do you think ~lo 1is
reasonable for just one turkey??? Even Dot, vho spends money like water, the t
it was too much, and 1 do tool You people must be terribly”extravagant. In xact,
you munt be very hosaikai’? Yoroshii neh! By the way, don t write and thank the
Katsuradas for taking me to dinner. They were planning to, but their daugh cr
son in law took them, and Hayaishi Oji- and Oba took themselves and me% $|ga haya
kara, 1 hope you didn’t already write jbran-orei to Kdtsuradas.~They 11 be em-
barrassed if you did. They%Ve invited me for dinner the next time I go_to Osaka.

I also hoping to see.Dr. Ushiba (the Dr. X knew On board the¥ ilson)

when 1 go to Osaka, Be. is interpreting for Dr. -aksman, the discoverer of Strep-
to mycin, who" is lecturing in ¢Tapan, %.d Hayaishi Ojisan Wants to go hear him,
and said it would be a good chance to see Dr. U. I sSnt4lIm @ Xmas card, and he
wrote me a very nice letter today, saying held be in Kyoi-C @nd hoped to see me

Did you get all your Xmas cards out safely? Tairhen deshita neh. I think
you should cut your Aist down, and gradually,eliminate SOME
in hoi ¥ this"rear and 1 don’t bother returning a card, even iIf 1 get one-from
someone X didPt Jondine to. Think you should do the iamo. Did Alicia send yoy
a card? Her address is: Dr. zand Mrs. S.-SUpp, 510 Valley_ St., Sausalito, but

< a card to them, . 1°ve written her, and she is
o L e SEAeT Fetr g P s wryeten the nost to ne.” Gutside of

1 1 -
you people! w Uﬁt*



For once, 1 can just chat, since | donll have to be bothered with writing news.
M1 think 1 forgot to tell you that Mrs. Qsawa (grandmother ), even remembered me "at
&rps ~time, along with the rest of the family, and gave me a box of okashi, a furo-
shlkz, and 3 small square paintings (not too good ones). .1 thought it was nice
of her, 1 liked the han that ojisan. had made for nie. Did you find the little ,
. stip=of paper 1 stamped it on? Does that mean something 1 own or that 1 wic te.
Do 1 put 1t on just the things I wrote myself - or can | put it on books that I
own that are written by someone else? It was a wonderful’idea, and 1 surely do
thank you for thinking of 1t. I wish 1t were "a little larger size, i1f 1tlsfop
the fly leaf of books, Obasan made me a little silk bag for the han$ which 1is in
ma little leather case, and for the Ink. She also gave me a very pretty furoshiki.
I now own -t new furoshikis, but like H obasan’s the best - 1t’s a nice tan color
mvith fans™on jit,
I never have room,for these, requests which I have been accumulating, and whicl
I1d like £6 have you send me whenever you,have time. '‘there is no great rush for
any of these things, so please just send them at your b isure.

1. An old used bath towel. When I was giving away all my stuff, 1 was so
anxious to give everything, 1 discovered that | gave Seizo one of the
bath towels 1 intended,to use myself.1 1 use my own towels and linens,
and have only 1 bath towel, so-please send me just one more. | have 2
hand towels and plenty of face cloths, so don’t need those.

2. .A half pound package of sterilized cotton. | guess 1 could get this over

*here, but somehow when 1 can’t read the nihongo, X can’t tell if it’s
sterilized cotton or not, and it seems kind of dirty to me,, Mom will
know what I mean and what 1 want it for. IT there’s room, please
also send me Modess occasionally. |1 have enuff on hand now, for 3 or Ip
more months, but would like to have more when I can get it,”

- Wﬁ large tubes of, Ammident -Chloroah%l toothpaste - or Col gﬁa %
enever you Nave time, E)Iease SEN d few more 6/ dll Md Sam s,
Next time.l have more- co ored film processed, 1 can use them. | have
no colored film In.my camera now - so no hurryj
5. Will you send me 3 copies each of my books sometime? No hurry here eithe
but several people have /asked for copies - especially of the J. folktales
and It seems too bad not to have them. 1 forgot how many 1 ordered now -
do 1 have six of each bn hand?? 1 think you ean send books anywhere at
a cheap rate,, so send them separately fromthe rest of this stuff please*
5. To Fill in space - candy, choc, pudding, powdered soup, are much appre-
elated here. Sugar is fairly cheap and plentiful, so don’t bother with e

I m anxiously lookingforwardto, gettingyourpackages,,,the ones you saidyou si
ready sent. Don"t hurry withthe above. Just anytime when you have time isokay.i
And pie ase deduct money from my account for these thing"s, cuz i1t’s all pa.rt of my J
expenses to be covered by Ford. ... I won"t send you manget-su, cuz Mrs, B. already
did. She didr *t enclose the ginnan, though, as 1 saidjishe« would, so 1’1l try my-
sMf? tho” I wonder if it will pass customs. She said Bhe sent some to Kyoji,
| - jhilop, don’t worry, 1 don’t call her oba-*san - it’s either oba-sama or Mrs./.Buma
You seeme.d very concerned about that”> She and I get along fine, and 1 m very fond
of her. I don’t know why people .always say such warukuchi, --Speak ing of waru-
kuchi;, Doshisha seems So siice on the outside, but it’s quijée messy insiae. Mrs
B, and Mrs. Hoshina don 11 along at all ( even tho"«they put op a good front
before other people]|] Miss Hibbard, 1 hear, moved out from Miss Clapp’s because
she didn’t get along with them, etc. etc.. | guess there:1ls much petty gossip and
chatter here as every There else. An , It ot ros ars
from the outside ’ Y mju’yglv’?])_/ E*n L?!‘!‘H%K %hﬁstﬁkuagppg <wn(
Today, 1 stopped in to see Miss Cary, as | wrote above. She seemed sp white

haire arlld old, hardly recognized her, and she didn’t recognize me ti3l I told
her aid she had, a -wonderful lunch of och&wan mushi wjt you people,
ad said- &%hoped fO £ me agaln althp she’s only here till the \@18 We *re*

going to have a busy weok, Ken comes home ,Rn he 8th ZBof hi r endsa_ﬁo%om
the 30th. We have a memorial |E% EUE@?Y%

chan’s bitthday on the 2nd. ong |e%%<et rto a

iiii_heipIn Weii,jjpwrote” you two
kaku koto ga aru to omoi.ma.,suJ Take care of yoursiii

Pop, h I i
oteth~  MaL  AYAN, & H ?S P TORE YOUE TS0 .



Dearest Mean aMd Pop:
A HAPPY HAPPY AifHjVERSA.RY OH
January 3rd. This is to show you
the Imo-ban card 1 made with MrsJ B.
Don’t you think”™the design is rather
nice? X sent It to a few frlehdst
foermas
I wish I were able ﬁl get a pack-
age to you in time for Jan. 3rd.j
I*m afraid even Momls birthday gift
will get there late. But 1711 be-
thinking of youl
I forgot to tell you - now the 1l
Kobe branch of the Am. Pres, Lines
has written asking me if they could J
»come see me, to straighten every-
thing out* SShey wrote at the suggesjj
ition of the Vice pfjtfl in S. P.
Isn*t this report Causing some senaaj
tion??’e _ ) )
I Im using your big Ymas gift to J
buy a few nice pieces of pottery as”|
K1 see them, and think I told you |
about the lovely set of three bowls j
I bought the other day, by Eiraku,
You’ll love them, Mom. I ™M™ worried
already about lugging all these
breakables home I
More next time/.>

Love






Dearest Polls : Hope you had as nice a Xmas as 1 did. What ,Q

did you do and where did you go? Guess the church had i1ts usual onrislSms pro-

gram,.. Well, 1 told you already about the 23rd evening,,didnlt 1? 1 got your

2 3/ttters just before 1 left for the Hayaishis and read them on the train going,

It wasn®"t too much for me so don"t worry. If I didn"t feel like going, I wouldrti

T delivered your .letter to Kiyo and 1711 give Miss Omoto your card & b tter when.

I see her Monday. He"re going to visit a ceramic artist together with Dot, MissO,
I iIs not. liked by the Japanese, | understand, altho” Dot likes her. She"s a little
too frank* and not very tactful, and atsukamashii, according to stories 1 hear,
.-.-Glad the package reached you and you liked the Meisen. [I’°Il look around some
time for little less expensive stuff for your ofuton, Mom. |1 bdtight that when 1
was still inexperienced in.Japanese shopping...So glad your bonds are revalidated
and you"re getting interest again. Y 0. ahead and take whatever dependents you
need, 1 haven"t heard from Ford yet aﬁo INCOME tax, but m 11 let you know aS
soon as | do. Did they send anotheli_h Eﬁ aro N0 the 15th of Dec??.,Two big pkges

of Hew Yorkers arrived yesterday n (% I hope it isn"t too much trouble
for you. I*m enjoying them a lot df are NémM with Dot. .Well, at Osaki itv.
was quite a big affair. Mrs. Katsurada and her daughter came after us afcound 4
h :€0, and we all went out to the Hew Osaka Hotel by cab® Oba-san put on her best]
kimono and looked so nice, and the daughter-was all dressed, up in a new velvet
dress,” Dinner was from 5:00 and we met Mr. K. and Mr. Okamura (daughter®s hus-
bahd, who also teaches at the same school afe Mr. K) at the hotel. The place wasl
all decorated with a huge tree, a big plaster-made cake, streamers, etc., and one l

dining room was all; reserved for the special Xmas dinner guests. 1 was guest of”
ishis, ?nf é)dlsan sh0ﬁed amﬂhlet advertfsm the dinner ¥vh|ch showed
1t cost 10 Yen €ac range occasm N

re OUS mteanm% dOI{ mos{ €0 Reré \S/\%SISOTHGWH(&}{ comﬁ% flme ?OI’ belth %a%( %LI

d Has of souvenirs con? |n|n aper ats masks nmsemakers et

af-ter dlnner there Was a program manzal , mag|C|an’\, singing, etc. and also"\J
dancing in the ball room. The dlnner was delicious and much like the boat. Of
course there were waiters in white coats, linen table cloth, - and consomme, col

nsawara f with mayonnaise, saldd of tomato and lettuce (Ist time inmonths 1 aid §
good ), and the main dish was turkey, string, beans, sphagetti, and a veal cutlet

on the same plate/ Ice cream, fruit cake and coffee for dessert. It was a numbe
one dinner Osaka®"s no. hoteljvard 1 enjoyed it a lot. H, oil- and oba did

toor* 1 lroupd Mr. and Mr. Okamura very interesting and friendly, and yappari .5
find conversation with people like that more interesting. They are both college”
professors - in engineering and elec, engin... Had a nice evening.. Oh yes, that®

afternoon, Minoru Oji stopped In waza-waza, because he knew I1°d be there, and hevl
came to bring me two- gooks of folk tales which I was telling him 1 wanted to read.
I had told him the da;l before, and sassoku hi, he went out and borrowed it from
a friend and TSro"t to me the next day. He 1is.issho-teemei in helping me, and =
Julias been awfully nice to me.... Christmas morning, we all slept late, and just
we were about to have breakfast Shizuko Kawagita (Makitaro”™s son's wufe) came ,
from Ayabe with, gifts for the Hayalshls S0 she stayed\and |ted \d .8v8 *0
ham and "eggs and toast. She seemed like a sappari shita.ii q Ei
were talking to her about thé new tombstone for the grav% h p 0 ab
you about it later... I came home about 2:00 and found 0. |0 en ? OV
can from Katagiris (maybe I1"llsend it to you), and some n|Ce Stat |0rbery rafp
Ho"shina, whom 1 didn®"t give anything to..’I"ll- go thank ER y '8
orated"the table with Xmas ornaments, made place cards, aHd s f| {nger
It.;was real sumple cu? the turkey W?. already roasted, § € |t (43
de the ri for us, Then we had of celery soup, turkey, /rlce spinach,
F@ﬂﬂﬁd aNd cooked it for us) canned peas, asparagus (canned), and
pie -a-la-mode with 1ce cream that Dot made and pie from the P.X. which -she bo™"t.r®

ajég

€ maid C

plus coffee It was "h rehl feast andyi./tFilhk"l so lucky to have, two such
gig Christmas dinners in a country where goehiso is SO scarce, Mrs. Osawa and 1 ]
of the Osawa girls (Etsuko) came, besides Kiyo and PlchT.yo. 1 think K and M vere-

rather gy, and- nervous .about coming here, but I guesl they had a good time. They

bro"t me a-book of folk tales by Tsubota (or whoever It was you mentioned in your
Ietter to Ahem once). 1 think 1 was so lucky to have such a Nice Xmas, and re-

membered so warmly by so many people. 1 hope you had a nice holiday “too
- 1 1
pyEY oS IR Y shIc iSRS 39 Tarss Ve, happy anniversaryl  Love,



.I:o Yesterday mom ing, is what 1 really want to describe to you, b ecause i1t was
-un® *i“ter breakfast, we all got ready for omdchi-tsuki, Which was goiner
*» done at a neighbor’s home. The kids were all excited and raring to go and -
after omishoshiru - and ham and eggs (for my benefit, | know.*) - we set out! The
N 1™ or®.hsve * huS® big, dark kitchen - typically Japanese - with a little shrine
r_ he fire god, and three big stone konros... There was a man, his wife, and her
sister - and they were such nice people. The more I get to know country people
the more 1.adm|re their simplicity and their genuine sincerity. They had such nice
laces. .. h dark kitchen was full of steam, and we came in blowing our fingers

ricy FiSSIONR ST terlng Bor e JEER DG O ooy steped

; n 1t was
man dLd the poundingwith a big wooden 1aaMiet - about Ibs - and the sister would

turn it and fold it and mold, it.into shape, dipping her hands in water in between,
it was so much fun to watch them, and to listen as they called Out "Hai - hair
” £oi* , When the first, batch was done, theﬁ laterally squeezed little pieces
from th€ ~;S"hunk, and dipped a whole batch into kinako and sugar. Then, they
brought out little dishes aid ohashi, aid urged Il to eat atsu— atsu n‘[)c |
Sah,”kato nari raasu kara otabe yasu...” and to Lheaklda N. anto a e
naka ikan yo.” 0Ossah, otabe yasu. Ama osu yo*” 0'O1l dY8
or 5 batches of omochi while we Watched - three () W?ﬂ)((;m elre for e|20« a||
helped roll and shape the little pieces of omochi as it got broken off, and the
kids aii1 helped, saying Shitai nah, kochi ni mo hotte-ya.*” And with grimy, ditty
nanos ,smthey rolled little balls of omochi. Seizo-ggi tried pounding a batch too. *
but he doesn t have the easy tedinique of the other man, and he got all worn out.
he kept saying Ah shindo - mono mo yuen! ” while we all laughed at him. It was
a wonaerfui family affair, and the kids all had such a good.time. I wanted to take
a picture of the omochi-tsuki, no | tried taking a few. |1 had the fanily come out
P have their picture taken, and when the old inafek-no obasan took off her tenugui
1 was shocked to see ahead of beautifully permanented hair that had justbeen set**
it was an interesting experience, and one which Ira awfully gLad to have had.
~ 1 bro t Seizo"s Kkids some presents, and they were all to tickled. | gave Taka-
chan, the 11 year old, that old camera | bro*t, and he was so happy, he was abat
to burst, and carried 3 around with him all day. 1K is the sweetest child, and so
f°2d; ve does.? 1 hinds of errands for the parents, and ojisan said he even eoa
out to Kyoto* all alone on errang
Ojisan bro*t me home - altho* I kept téLling him not to. He got all dressed
up,™ got™on his bike, hung my big red plaid bag on his handle bars, put me on the
back {with an ozabuton) and we went rolling off down the country road to the sta-
toon. We must have been a sight.* It was fun’... | bro*t_him homeU th me, and Dot
aid I showed him all our treasured possesions, vases, dishes, etc., and gave him
coffee and some cf Mrs. -Node’s fruit cake - and he had®"such a good time. He looks
at, each piece of work so lovingly, and notices every little thing - and said it
makes him happy to see 8§ the good workmanship that has gone into each piece. He
certainly know what™and how to appreciate art, and Dot said jYe learned, a lot from
him. She gave him 6 cans of American pipe tobacco, and some cookies for the kids,
Isn t she nice? 1 think he was very happy. He said ichi nichi tano shi katta.
Seizo wanted me to pome (spend the night of the.31lst [with them, but we*re having
some people over here - and Tenls tw> friends came from yesterday (one is Vem, a.
.boy 1 knew at HSCC) - so we ’re having a get together tonit.e, and then going to
Gion to see people getting their fire from-the shrine for their ozoni.. The whole
town 1S so busy today. I went With Sach-chan to the Nishiki Market between Tera-
machi and Kawasuraa and Was amazed kb the hundreds of little stores selling every
thing, from fish to kamaboko to otsukemono, etc . it was jammed with people”buying
for the new year’s. Justto getsome atompshére, 1 walked over to"Demachi afterwards
> Tound people ..Jaming the streets, buying flowers and shime nawa and kado matsu.
Nearly everyone WaLklng, along had flowers in their hands,. What a land of flower
loving peoplelThere®were women with tenugui on thelr heads (from kita-shirakawa, |

gue”s,)selling® allkinds of flowers, matsu, etc. re Were vendorsqs utlng bout
bargalns - squatting by cans with small bon fl eS (i mmofc CO
&nd* the incongruous S0 und of American jazz |ng t r e a|r S |ng
-an §JAme|[)|can Rhumba” lTﬂv‘é%léed arounc}j Somﬁan
é? 9o éﬂ &
nﬁ1 qre ekl e 5' | ’Werg
me SOTls things Is I|ng se appy rewyear




Dearest Folks, Kaj/Shlzuo; (carbon to M.) ... So many things to Dec. 31k 1952
tell you again! Hope you all had happy holidays and will welcome in a happy new
year full of good things] T Pop* hope you*re completely Recovered from your acci-
dent. Please make a good new year®s resolution to he very careful in "53. Okay?

I had a wonderful time at Seizolsyesterday, hut before 1 tell you about that,
I want to tell you I went to see Mrs. Hoshina °n Sun. aft. She sent over some nice
stati onery> etce. for Xmas, so | went to thar k her and took her sxame Hersey kisses.
She was saying she had -a package from you people, and.was glqd to hear 1 was so
happy at the Bumas, She spoke again of Miss Denton* and said she was sorry so man-

people remembered her as a "kitsui-hito" - because she became so humble™aid un-
g mplsining when she was sick. | couldn*t go to the Memorial Service since | went
to Osaka on the 21|th, but someday, 1 will go to her grave and pay my respects on

your behalf.._Sunday night, Ken came home, so we had a memorial service for Mr.
Buma. About 30 peopie came, Ken led a short service with Turu Yamazaki (who is
married to a niece of Mrs. Buma®s. ) And then there was refreshments, sd Ken show
ed some colored slides. I met Mr. Yoshio Osawa for <the first time. Also Mr. &
Mrs, Namba. He was am Harvard for a year, and said he came to our house long, ion*
ago, aid Tendered if you remembered him. He 3)oke excellent English, teaches Soci
ology or 0 mething similar at Doshisha. A vary peasant coupla. Akira and Aiko Endc
were also over, and invited me'to dinner on Jan. 9th, with Ken. The rest cfthe
people 1 didn"t know. 1 helped senve the cKke etc,. * and it was a nice gathering,
but completely uncompephensible to Dot, 40 doesn "t understand the Japanese psychol-
ogy of a "memorial service" with refreshments and entertainment. It is a little
odd, when you think about 1t, Don!t knew.0i ether to be. sad on gay. .Oh, Shizuo,
Mr* Namba said he kextf a friend of yours at Harvard - a Mr. Mackaye Was it George
Monday a.m., Miss Qmoto took Dot and Mrs, Dodo aid me to meet Mitsuo Kafao,
a ceramic artist, who won first prise in some rational art competition. He lives
in a small house near Dojo-zaka, and was such a quiet, unassuming,”gentle person.
Completely*different from Rosanjin, He showed us several of his pieces, bnt 1
didn"t think he had quite the artistry of Rosanjin, 1 bought a pretty bowl, tho,
whige, with brown and beige gla ze, as a kinnen of my visit to him, and I also had
him sign in my book. It"s getting full.of fanous signatures] We went in Dot *s
car, and after we were finished, Dot and I had lunch together at Overseas Supplies,
where they serve sandwiches,etc., Then, when I said 1 was raeetigg Michiyo to go
to Seixols, she said she °d take us .in the car - so we picked M, up at the station,
and drove out. Such .excitement] The 1p.d% probably never|seen
such a big car, or an American, Seise Oji gave us green tea ( the real kind ) -
aid xhen Dot heard the kids had never been on a car, she sent Imai-san out to take
them for a short ride# They came back simply beaming, saying it was warm inside,
that 1t had a "rajio”, etc.. and were so happy. ;Imagine, those kids: never having
been iIn a car, and howmuch American s take cars for granted] Oji-san and Dot got
along famously, aid both liked each other.” When Dot left, a huge mob of*kids got
around her, and simply gaped at this American lady in a fur coat, who said Wata.
shi wa America-jin desu]rt It was quite a sight].. Hama-obasan®s txn nieces came
over, with theilr younger brother - ages about college grad, ->Igh school grad and
1l year old. They were such bright, slert, intelligent children, we had a wonder™
ful time talking together. All of us - plus Seixo"s kids climbed into a kotatsu,
Theirs "is quite small,Jwith anold Worn quilt over it, and about 8 of Us were all
sitting around it, talking and taLking. They wanted to know all about America, and
I had an interesting time with them... They stayed for dinner, altho® Michiyo
didn"t, and we'bad a typical Japanese dinner, whicH 1 know was a feast Tor them.
Odaikon-no-nita-no, spinach oshitashi, soup with otofu, some £mall fish like ojako
daizu no nita no, and rice It really was delicious |n_ iIts Slmp|ICIty, sad 1 ate
it all. Ojisan helps with the cooking, since Obasan ife*t too healthy - has
stomach troubl d asthma*** | dways have so much fun at Seixo"s. The kids are
just darling, bro*t up so well. ~They have one of(the warmest relationships
I*ve seen "in a family , and are such ii-ko. After the nieces left and the Kids
went to bed, Oji, oba and I sat iIn the kotatsu and talked .of many things - he told
me something of Buddhism, and of his particular sect. Their belief in DOVE is
idential to Chris tian .love, and their okyo iIs something Tike our hymns... Ojisan

I8 yedime some.or  RESHSTIS D TRR-S0F T Han R G SEetukiS RnBRPREY,
Ojisan was p|eased to hear 1 like Eotio-yas and we"re going browsing together
some day. is such a pleasant and happy soul, 1 like him so much, Mom.



I was thinking 1 should®"give some of my stuff to children like that too. Michiyo
really has more than enuff, I think, and almost dresses better then 1 do, always

lAeiusiag<d hat”, etc.. Kiyo always says, mo tottemo raku ni natta kara mo ghimpai
suite itadaku no wa kinodoku™ She was enryoing about accepting your Xmas gijft,



Wbut 1 told her it was packkge no kawari .

* Speaking of gifts - 1 keep forgetting to mention this I surely hope my pack-
age to you gets there before Christmas* X don’t think 1 can get a gift to you
in time for your Anniversary this time - so vill you please degforetx write a check,
Mre Business Manager”™ on my account for $0, and present it to Madame Bchida with
my compliments -:and best wishes to both of you for your Wedding Anniversary gift.
Please use i1t to buy chairs, or cushions, or whatever you need] Please be sure
to do i1t, cuz I have plenty]]

Last night 1 met Prances Shier for dinner. We met at the Kyoto Hotel, and

then went to the Asahi Bldg, nearby which has a wonderful roof-top restaurant

called the Alaska, It has glass windows all around and looks down on -the gray
rooftops of Kyoto. We had a simply super-scrumptious steak dinner, which was the
best steak I*ve had in months] Shrimp cocktail, and coffee. It was sooo good.

To give you an idea of costs of American food - the cocktail was 250 yen, the
steak I yon, and the coffee 70 yen* 1 think. Prances Shier insisted on pay-
ing the bill, and treated me, Wasn't that nice of her? She seemed like a nice
person, but 1 think she was awfully tired last night. She said she *djuail my kodak
colOred prints for me, and welve made arrangements, so | can use her APO address
for my film. 1 didn*t have the nerve to ask her if I could mail packages with
her address yet - and must wait till I knew her a little better for that. She

had to go to a PTA meeting, so | got a ride home in her school car. She said she
hopes to go home by way, of Europe next summer on a freighter and told me to come]

Boy, would I like thatlI]] m -



