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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

Manzanar, California
In reply, please refer to:
Project Heports
Officer January 14,1944

Dre Galen Pisher
11 £0. Sueno
Orinda, California

Dear Dr, Pisher:

In the midst of the controversial material on the American-Japanese
"problem" appearing currently in newspapers and magazines, hardly a line
has appeared to indicate \iat these people themselves axe thinking.

¥e Relieve that knowledge of what they are thinking is all-important to
any sane evaluation of the issues involved. W are therefore sending
you the enclosed editorial clipped from the January 1,1944, issue of
the Manzanar Pree Press* which shows what its editor is thinkYou
may have read the Associated Press or the United Press comments on this
editorial.

The author is Balifomia-'bom Roy M Takeno, 30 year old editor of the
Pree Press, graduate of the University of Southern California School of
Journalism in 1936 "before evacuation editor of the English Section of
the Japan-California Daily News,

The I™anzanar i'ree Press is jniblished twice weekly and has a circulation
of 3000 inside the Center; 350 outside the Center, Mr. Takeno has "been
editor for the past year. Tender his supervision the paper has teen con-
servative in its views and honest in its effort to report factually
events among the residents. It has "been extremely valuable in interpret-
ing to the residents the many rules and regulations that are of necessity
a part of administering siich. an unprecedented wartime village as we have
in Manzanar.

His editorial opinion, in the light of his background and accomplishments,
undaLLIDtedly reflects the opinion of the majority of the people now resi-
dent in Manzanar. You are at liberty to quote the editorial or excerpts
from it if you feel the materif

Ralph P, Merritt
Project Director
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I . Bring ip900»0CX).00 of 'eifeww Money" a year into I1~o-Mono.
(a) 3stimated froi.i direct purchases locally, percentage of payrolls

spent locally; and visitors, official end others, it "orings here,

2* Has developed 305 (375 V Jan.1,1944) acres of land for intonsive
cultivation including 22 niiles of lined irrigation ditches.

3. Entire plant represents an investment of 7~3,167,000.00.
(a) Sewage disposal plant one of tiia most modern ($147,000)
("b) Steam plant, hospital, and lajndry unit "best U S. Army standard.

4« Cost of operation in Soptom'bGr 1943 vras $1.07 per day per person. This
includos all food, sholtor, heat, lights, salaries, hospitalization
and education. This cost is docraising monthly,

5.  This year tho farm produced. 1800 tons of vogcta”los at an average cost
of Jp25,00 por ten. If purchased m the market at wholosal-c thoso vog-
otatlcs v/ould. havo cost an avorago of ¢61.00 p.r ton,

(a) The farm raised 31 kinds of vegetables*
("b) Tho wholesale market value of this yos-rls production wvras $110, -

6. The industrial unit produces clothing, furnituro, prepared foods. It
handles all vcgctalDlo storage §icL operates a dol~firation plant.
(a) 25 tons of vogotalDlos wero dohydratod for -vrintor use*
("b) 54 tons cf vcgotatlos wore picklod for vintor use.
(c) 386 tons of vogotaolos wvicrv~*stored for wintor usp*
(d) During the past 12 months this unit producod goods costing $75,501.
Theso goods if purcliasod in tiic vdiolosalc laarlccjts would liavc cost

$166,276.

7. Out cf 4343 oraployalDlo persons now at Manzanar® 4007 a,rc onploycd”®
(@) They arc paid $12 for unskilled vtork; ¢16 for skilled work; $19
for professional and administrative) vork.

8« An average of 26,000 meals a*c sorved rach clay using 34 kitchens,
(a) Cost of feeding varios fron a low of 26¢ per day to a high, of 3~
pci? day por person through the va.rious months cf tho year.
("b) Foodstuffs aro rationed on the same, "basis as tho inclcjpcridont houso-
v/ifo* s food is rationed.

9. There arc 1195 students enrolled in Slonontarjr school
970 students enrollod in high school
1005 students enrolled in adult classes
(a) Educa-tional standards moot tho highest requiromonts of tho Cali-
fornia State IDepartmont of Sducation and tho University? of
Galifornia;
(a)  English and Americanization classes aro tho most populaj.” in the
adult program.

10, Tho present population cf llanzanar is 8468# Thcro vrero 15 "births in
Septombor and no doaths,

I I , Thoro aro 158 menfoors of tho aclniniGtrativc staff.
(a) 25 of thoso arc Inyo or Hone ccmatj® residents.
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A Victorious New Year To You — Americal

Greetings to you for a Victorious New
Year, people of America; from your Kkindred
50,000 citizens inside barbed wire fences.
We send you greetings, we who have been
lodged by circumstances of war inside these
Relocation Centers in the deserts of the
West.

In three months, we will have spent two
years in these centers. We have had time to
rationalize our own predicament. The tragic
experiences of evacuation, the untold volume
of business losses of the evacuees, the un-
warranted hatreds engendered toward us by
some people because of our hereditary kin-

ship with the Asiatic foe—these we write
off our ledger.

On the other side stands our gratitude
to the American people for sanctioning the
effort of this government to look after the
welfare of our children, of our aged and the
sick. We realize that in other parts of the
world millions of innocent people’s lives
have been sacrificed in evacuations and by
failures of other governments to protect their
war driven civilians. Here in War Reloca-
tion Centers we have found temporary ref-
uge, we have taken stock of our stake in
America and now we are preparing in a
new spirit to re-establish ourselves.

In seeking to resettle and to re-establish
ourselves in our respective trades, businesses
and professions, we realize the unwisdom of
trying to force ourselves upon a people who
view us with suspicion. We only seek to
join in the drive for Victory. We are pre-
pared to shoulder our share of further sac-
rifices demanded of all her citizens by our
country. We will not shirk. Indeed, evacuees
who already have left the Relocation Pro-
jects are contributing to our embattled na-
tion™ war effort through their initiative,
their resourcefulness, their adaptability and
their talents. In Europe, in the South Pacific,
on every front former evacuees are today

in uniform fighting beside their brother

Americans.
We also believee that our country would
achieve something of the meaning of the

full use of her available manpower when she
encourages the evacuee tradesmen, mer-

chants, farmers and professional men to re-
establish themselves in their own fields of
endeavor in the communities of their own

choice. .We ask you, the American peop'le
to try us on our own merits. We are willing

and ready to stand or fall by our records
realizing that it is one of the inherent char-

acteristics of the country we love to appraise
its people by the contribution they can make

toward the total welfare of the nation.

It is our belief that our country wants to
fulfill the obligation to itself to permit the
unhampered restoration of a group of its
own people to their natural and rightful
niche in the American scheme of life through
an orderly process of evacuee resettlement.
In the ultimate analysis the citizen evacuees
who are behind these barbed wire fences,
through no fault of their own, are not per-
suaded to resettle by glittering promises of
job offers. The important consideration is
that they be convinced in their own minds
that they are acceptable to American com-
munities as Americans and that in reloca-
tion lies their service to their country.

We believe that you are earnestly con-
cerned in the process of revitalizing the
American scheme of social structure which
recognizes only aristocracy by intellect and
by achievement; not through political, re-
ligious or racial differences. We believe t at
on this conviction, America rests her cause
in this war.

Now that our eyes are clear again and

our hearts are strong again we look forward
as Americans with deepened understanding

and firm conviction to this New Year when
Victory shall come to this country that is

yours and ours.

| MANZANAR  COOPERATIVE El
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AS | LOOK AH3AD INTO.THE OR4PUINCY ~

INTRODUCTIONS- oo

On th«" eve -of my long-awaited appointment into the chaplaincy of
the United *StiatiessA™niy™ | "try to "think of tho multiple 8xperj.~nces wliich
wOre mine It. is amazing to look”~back into ray last, two years and-recall
all tho differen't .expert~tices-——-- exparierice's which no huiaan mind could
have discerned. In tho™e days-prior to Evacaation -* Days of overflowing*
aw© of the future, tliat mystery of the next move, the next day, the plan
for the future, has been a source of great blessing and enthusiasm to ne
now. | ha the priv-ilega to me# the darkneaa of the moment. wiLj>ra”r
hope and action” arid X find myself at the present with no misgiving-ai in.
fact, it makes ne a little more .courageciAg in my venfeire in the world of
tomorrow  But before | go into my new'phase of. living, permit me to jot
down a few blunt diaclosures of ny experiences*e.*’

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

It was ny distinct honor and'pleasure = worked with .-groups
of ministers at throe different localities after evacuationi namely™ th”
Tanforan Aaaembly Center”a Tanforan Protestant Chur-ch ( May,- September,
1942 ), Central Utah Relocation Center *s Topaz *Pr testan,t O ct.1942 -
<Jan* and Jorotn© Relocatrion Cen*b6rMf**D0113011 Christrian Church
(Feb* 1945 - Feb,h1944)* ’

In each place, | received the ;indelible impression that rainiaters,
myself* included, are one of "ihe nrfost> difficult, creatures t.o work wi*th
and that the Church, though vainly trying to be the foundation and ths
center of .all worthy cau-ae , ’wae and is far from parfect* Many times |
hav© de8pa.irod of t-hsa© tnf factSf but. in the sndjfiij always cnallengsd
me t make myself* as faithful a follower™of* Jesi®s as possible and to
build the Chureh of Jesus Christ aa cl 30 to thfe wil~of ~ as humanly
possible#

Since I-was in "this JaroEie CGomanit>y Christian Church ths longest.
I have had*.the most varied experiences .th'r ugh th '.activities, of* the
people here;: Sore of the highlight meetings >sre” ’

1. ' Special Joint Ministerial Meetings vrith the-Rohmer Relocation
Center ministers* )

2, Palm Sunday™ when 4 young people were baptized and 21 were
received into the church. (We held other baptisms ttooughout
the year taut "this was THS APTISM of t?ie ytax* of

5* Easter Service81 Sunrise* 500 at'tQndedj Sunday School Servica
425 attended; Morning Worship Service (English-Speaking)! 500
attended”™ The 45 voice choir under the direction of Miss Mary .

Kasai gendered tho ~Hallolujah Chorusit by Handel*.
4. The.first Christian Mission which | participated in was our *
Jei*Qu© Chri tian Mission,. &y the “themell GMNiricrt .ia.

the Answorll The great guest personalities-werQ-~s* Jv B.



Eubank, Miss J. Trout, Dr, J* M Bader, Rev.. J, B* Cebf,
Dr. E. Stanley Jones and Dr. Albert P. Shirkey”

3* 1© had many outside speakers- at our hurabls pulpit during NCA
and some of .them viero Dr. -Kiyby Page, Dr* Srvine Inglio, Dr* j*B>
-Hinter and etc* '

*6* *KQ were able to aeat and talk rep.r9sentstives of* tho Pr "~
Comrfission» lhe Committee for -?ork fojc R”settlemen't for Svacueo
anti ouch other ©aurch-fosterQd groups helping with tag ** H- A* -
eantsrs and \irith the "actual resattlement. - "ot

7# | was asked to be the High School fallav/ehip advisor, and -thert-with-*
the joint Younj;Pe &5d<5*s ?5lior;s iip group?. The fine unselfish =

spirit of un eople wilt _rmaip- Wlth rr©forever > "
PA Va0 m e e P v L e
, lt-i.swell.for to 9>:pr38s ny.elrLcere hppraeiatioti "to the Caaca«*~
sian appoitit®*d peVsonnel thsir fine suppor+{ of
They have'beart "the main financial support™ caxy Ghurcii. Yithout thom

our Sunday B”hoal and the Church would not "be going nfull speed ah«“dn, -

The kind donors to our people in this Center, especially at Christ-
mas-needs' special'mention; since they gave' t-ieir tinie and material
to people they have- never se™n Snd probably never vjill; yet™ 'Uriselfisixly
and unstintingly the .true Ohristiang of tlii3 co untry-have dona- aomathms
that can be called Ml istianity in Actlon’\ .-

-'. " f ! ! '.
Yoe, | suppose it doys. soand very 7osy and beautlful— al'l this
chatter about dur Church 3rdJier. li”e, but. via had ”o. overcqr.i®s many- things#
such a.s," nUJsiap ~hs r&83 hnll ~or-worsi'ii.p. M&jusa3isji rti/ligious v;.orkers

not being alloSed*to live 'fith U3 in ~igX”~ntarn, and many -otherinconveni-
ences v/hich'hg.d ito be overc'vao through the groatnass of t'ae Olirastia'n men
7 raen, ?youth -and ciiildrern of this eenCar, Tliejjiavs. adapted :t]ieraS9lvQ 3

to the conditions of-a camprlif a.nd'a y.hgve iiovad.UovMUds ..iri "t.heir hope

and faitii" in- the Christian LIf$* Av el 'N
- -V - ', *
A true BX|’\er|onca whicii manjf of us had *W/o weeks ago the
baptism and reception into membership, a v/hole faicily of deaf :iute3. It

was one of tijose rare incidents r;hich one can boast once in a lifatime'
The lkeda family consists of 5 children and the parents; none can hear a
spoken word. | was able to receive the gracious-services, of Lii.ss'Takagi
who is an expert in the aign language. S10 interpreted the baptism and %
the church membership services in the sign language. gave thdir

full promise to live a life of d.3V,otion, unaelfishness and sacrifice™ i
cannot help but come to tho-conclusion that if 51 “fere- not confined with-
in the relocatlén center fences, this axpariancs woiild not java bean mine*

n... .7 €Y .. VA -
THE G2NT3R-.iXFfif-- _ ; . " = n  owm .
Doas'it., .sound s'transor”f. it is jii'at'Xilto"a _,city-Uei?e?_
I wish to borrov*l a béotx*. X /0 tha Xe
la er,. I f N4 AN
which co-nes out tv/ice v/elcly-7ith news in Sn”-lish and |rr Japanese scnool
system is, ong:;of the best the .State; the Caucusi®in appointed peraonnei

are of the highest type; 14. P. Va aTa”inQ ho-7 Ths Caucasian vieitoi
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has been very sjnupathetic tow&jrdg our cause and ar”™ ataased B3

It is so-M ~iGan- 3inc9 the soil' arounde here is fairly gooa, much of
the ev~geWla e.aten by i s are;.gro™n right in ths Grater'FrorGt, in tAe
woods called- 31ra,f. Since we are surrounded a v-ait -r.orast, all
of, .us ”~ant out into tha v/oods to procure -7 od Of our NN USO In mUr
room s.".Then-"It comes to orgonizations and ;socl>3ti”s, V3 to be.ver.;/.
busy-sincQ "0 bavci tile U. S. 0 . Y. %2 C. A., tha Oru3ad-3rs.(Juniors and
Seniors), tha CiirX Reserves .and.30"0 6 other organizations.

The Center life is fine for tho'se whoyal-e maidrig it a better place
for others to live in, but to thos™v/ho are “ncn-infireoted bystanders,
doing their chorea because .they hava to — it is devaetatins. - ~na we
mu3t°admit that-the -najority of ~ parents, and their childran are
the latter class.. They are “vorking “nd planviing for their oMn good, for
their o'jn benefit and fun. Pride, courtesy and other virtues nave™ona.
from many of the Center-folks, and v/~rboo pitch of the ill-manners,incon-
sinderatenass and discourteous opportunists all abc/it us. jTxien™-je think
in terms of,r810catien. coiiceming mayfca. we are thinking-in teras
of getting”~the undesirables) but thd solution”of.this Ir~ivIi®al,~social
and moral broblem is not fprthcoining f.irough. passing of tiie bac.c .
bo able, to think along the lines of otndrs on a definite
com”™nity project must 40 tho .~ | of ry parent, cz-ila®nd comraunity
loader. .And tlie .Olirietian ..O”rcli in the c™nt”ra-nrate rs™lis™- t..is fust
and start 'TOrking.~tit' » _will take up ;tlio cry.

- . Ao - -

.take niy hat . # .to .t Buddlii ‘Cifar.ch.in .t_his 3f.  They hé&trej.
done many things which the Ohrlsti*n Charch should_have si™nsoroa,.
afraid that f ey--t r& the first onaa to offer ~t.iair Aands of ello.rs-ip
to U3 Christians. Their high calibre leadorahip have been s source o
intense appreciation and inrj;*iratio:i to ns. And may | adci t\mt, in- ruany
casss, the'BuddBists frors taciain- the first things first-and,sh”~in”~ua
that werMavwe been muddling'with top man/ detailed, unimportant 7r 3ec 3 .&

tlE)cOUgh_Rr _1 < u.,: . : i .”.\ ' @ = - -n - Vi
It has been a grand expor.i ce working with p )le .ir OentG
Outside of preaching on csrtain Sundays, | -;asrabls to contact people by

bein> a sort of”a librarian for the-Church- Library, recently olo~toa p
secretary of the ministariaP council, proof rsad”~r and editor-thar.cu
bulletins 'wit™t tha-great cooperation of the church 3ecr'~>ra”s,.

~or
and dispatcher of the *Church news to 1\ Center nawspapar, suparvieing
corresootidence tw.e3n Caucasian and our ni+drsn, bp ptasm »

church mombarship classes,, attending ond taking t-art in ~&rixag ~

funerals, counoeling; for relocation, writing letters of rococoHdation>
YNMCA board raember and chairman pn.rt~tiaa, distributor - reloc-on”noas

distributing literature to t .e sitk, Scout bo”™rd n~ber, US ;boost™r
and chaperon, & en-jing at Gomiiiunitr-~run:s, baceal”~reatea aad it-
was good to have, met thora and aiade- their friendsiiips rm K true. ~

God bless, them all.



OUTSIDE ACTIVITIESj-

To these organizations and their people would | liLe to randor ny
deepast gratltuds for permitting no to participate in thoir caurc ias™and
their worki. Rav» Caiapbell and his First Preebytorian Gnurca for p/~rmitting

me to preach on the fourth of* July (Rochello/ Dr* Gilleto and to t»h3
Committeo for 7ork with Japanese Au”rican ahracuoes (Cons«~Qnristian) and to
Dr, Burger fof letting my wife and | participate in of _folio

with thorn at the Filgrim Fello~ahip Oonferenc-e (llonticello, *11*)> Rev# 7S*
Duane Ogden and First Cong. Church for p~rmittin™ na to taka tha pulpit in
Springfield,"Mothe Methodist Church and the I'linisterial Unions offspring-
fiold, Kansas Cily and ether citias., tho Kansao City Churcn Federation for
permitting ne to spsak at dif.fei'Gn't meetings, h6Ww S F* F"GQiBan, Jr*, and
the Pulaski Haights Christian Churcli for permitting ne to take thoir pulpit,
and to ths various groups and service clubs in Illinois kisaouf for
allowing nms to express myself befpre them.

ON RELOCATION*- - - |/ %

Ralocation is a graat and tedious v;ork#m Each individual family is a
concentrated problam in itself; months of* prep”~rntion and understanding-"ill
bs the foundation f'or each family to brave the ovitsiao world. Such things
as the cliraa'be# 3chool systpia”™ ths corlu;unity santirnsnt,, un”ons™ <XAtl -0 f~r
advancsmBTit" in. work-and social:asoiiilotioni hospital sysi*eji™® and many cthor
questions face tlie* .raloc”~tins family* Surely thaso problems cannot bo solved
by smooth -talk by some-of th3 relocrtion officora and others may ba quite
interested in relocation* The bold f*act ,of Security is tha fir at and ths
last problem of roeottleraont. Although Security is a =fliriS tiling f&r every-
one in this ~arld today, y&t, th: peopla who =wero placed ill.the relocation
centers by *ho .govorninati't th.jy *7" to thoiadtjlvQn a permanent
security, if, that is, at all p 33ibXa.-

SomhavT 1 T/ish that ail of U3 could by thp ;-istakes have Lliada
during "ths ysar~of4 195 t/heit) r6loc~t.i n 'viH ba d instiQaci of* & yg”™xq
hope, a hops,only to be talked about.

FER3(“AL NOTSS

Thus f*sverything "hes been about 'tts "Ozark; pisachaT nrtd not a lino

about his vrifa. Misaki Ua3 bean a true guide and_companion in.th<3s© _times
of mountainous trials. She has been doing vsry“fine work 3 a socini work-

er in "this shQ had "to go t.hrough in tho y™air ox x9 nas bQ n
short of perfect.

Misalci and | are planning to 3tart for Qambridgo™ Liaast on tha 5th of

Februar After cha lai trallln Ivlisaki WI|| o to t* liouis ana™*0O-
settle v ere \ThilG P %all go to n statio d Camp oaaloy.

My work will not be finished even wlion this war is ovor, and so I*ra. .
definite about coming back and joining all of you in creating drsasia -.vhich
e righ T 2" e AR MR U BRI R YR A% ™
appoint oursslv”~s and the others who will cono ifter us*... Yos, vq aavo
work to do, a work that wns started almost 2000 years ago.

Sodrs Messings bG upon all of you and you.r. lovns . n3s*

Vary 3incarol f yours®



6&-BA ACHE, COLCRADO
January 31st,1944-
Mr. Galen M, Fisher

2234 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley 4, California*

Dcsr Iljir sh©p#w ]

Thank you for your kind letter from 1761 No* Trey Apt.4-39
Arlington, Virginia, informing nme of your work in Washington and whereabout
of Dr. Sidney Gulic], former Miss Fisher and former Miss Giaick and their

activitifis ©tc* I am so glsd "to know Dr« Gulick i.8 s'tIXl well and h6 I'thy
cariying on the noble work though he may be retired from active duty and former
Miss Fisher and Miss Gulick. Nothing like an old friend - knowing whereabout

and what they are doing bring back the memory of the days of yore to your heart.

Since we have to face the fact of this never dreamed of this human catastrophe
in our lives we have to encourage ahd strengthen ourselves with the spirit and
power of prayer so that we ,though small indiyidually, may attain Peace amidt
the butcheribf of brothers like wild beasts. I oftentimes think and question
are we civilized? Sometimes pessimism seems to overcome me but | fight
like a warrior of old™by optimism that God is good and God is powerful almighty
and God is Love that He still rules among mankind,though that is so faint that
we not see it clearly. I for nne believe that nothing hurts our God
most than for men to pr«r to God for victory for his side in war-in other worfls
killing,butchering,wounding and destroying brothers in opponents in arms more

more so that they ®ay remain maimed for life, What apity? Almighty God
may have great regret that He has given men the freedom of movement.

Blunders and mismanagements of directors of «iy corporations may bring
doom to stockholders who loose all their investments which were the sum total
gained by their aweat upon their brows. Blunders and mismanagements of
statesmen may bring the doom to all men Who have to p«y in full by their
| pray to our Heavenly Father earnestly and full heartedly thdt the coming forth

r true Godofearing statesaen may sav® oen from further destrul&tion and deaths

Your pamphalets "Balance Sheets" enlighten the public. Several friends
of mine to whom | sent those copies appreciated very much of being enlightened

by reading them. Therefore | would like to ge>"C3CrtJ t)ies more for which
please find U.S.Postal Money Order No*4™19 amownp $6.00 dieted January 29>19A4>
to pay for the sanee (0000)

Hoping t T ypur success in your noble work that "the day Peace may
not be in distant future.

With thanks and appreciation



THE YOUNG MENS CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
of TOPAZ

CENTRAL UTAH RELOCATION PROJECT January 1944 RECREATION HALL 33
of the War Belocation Authority TOPAZ, UTAH

Pear Y Friends:

Belated greetings to you all from our newly-organized TOPA™ tMCA*
To many of you this letterhead is a strange entry, and althoiigh ve find ourselyes
an infant in its embryonic stage, we're actually set out for a big 1944 rnchrista
tening" and ready to launch out with a 'big splash! and with ceremonies t*rpically
YMCA

The initial seed was planted way back in Nov,, 1942, when Mr.
George Corwin of the Hew York National Council paid us a visit and Informally
talked over some of the early problems of our center life. This meeting took
place with some of the former old guard Y mezobers from the bay area region of
California* Then in April, 1943, Mr. Xd Hunt who visited our center on "behalf of
the S? TMGA* together with Mr, Masao Satow representing the National Councilf were
"both very instruflental In providing us with the spark to push us forward on the
right traek. The result of this meeting brought about a successful YMIL Boysl
Camp on the slopes of the fonaer Q3O carap, called Antelope Springs, some 7,000
feet above sea-level, Fifty boys enjoyed one week in July, ably assisted iy 15
former Y Leaders.

Our program for 1944 looks very "bright with defiaite reports al-
ready to "be announced. Foremost of such good news is the official appointment and
announcement by the National Council in 3JY ard th”™ Intrinountaln Area ™ML of the

assignment of Mr, O= Numajiri as  ecutiV” Secretary ot Mr.
) 8 SO-Year experience ap JUsoci”te Secretary 6f tlie Slliap ies- gives
him the solid l)ackground and experience to H Il this all-r*sponpibie ppsltio&«

Secondly, we are proud to diaclose the formation of a TOPA™ HI-Y
High School Boys Club, imder the supervision oilMr* Emil Sek”rak iwd Ably assisted
by Shlg Hotta and George Hira”a, Other projects, npw in the fonnatiTe stage,
Ineltide the proposed center™wide IIKFCf membership d”lve, to affiliate as iBan|ras
posslbld of thosd who will acdept and believe in th™» YMCAppinciples and Ch”ldtiaa
purpose. Our goal i8 100! In February ihi YMarid YWNCA joint "board ia partici-
pating In a ~Leadership Worlc-Shdp Conference” which is y~ry timely »nd will
solicit all potential leadership material among the youzig people of thl$ WM
Center.

This, in "brief, gives you a short short story of Iow the topaz
branch was organized and what i proposes to do thii 5ew Year, Please keep in
touch with ua# and we shall be glad to receive any siaggestions and correspondence
you can direct to this desert Y - where the same traditional YMCA sptrit pre-
vails.

And, finally, as a "XUCA from Hhe In«idet of a WRA Center, may
we take this opportunity to thank you for the help given to the many evacuees who
are pepettling in various cities "butsidell The noble work of th€] MMin help-
ing them to adjust themselves to the new environment is truly worthy of the NOW

klar} MQCCAt* On behalf of the many cuees, a sincere *BHANK YOU* and mgjr God
ess you,

VN9
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TOPAZ PROTSSTAOT CHURCH
Rec. Rail 2
Topaz” Utah

March 3,1944

Dr. Galen M* Fisher
11 SI Sueno Road
Orinda 29 California

Bear Dr* Pisherr

We are appreciative of the courageous stand
you have taken in your articles published in the
Christian Century and the various actions you have
taken in our behalfe We are appreciative of all
your efforts and feel secure behind your unfailing
friendship. Please accept our sincere thanks for
all that you have done and are doing for us#

We offer our sincere prayers to God that He
might strengthen you, protect you, and comfort you
in your courageous task. You are a truly Christian
soldier, unfearful of all the dangers that comef
to those who are outspoken for the cause of the
minority. With best wishes from the members of the
Topaz Protestant Church, we are,

Very sincerely yours,



12-12-3,
Topaz9 Utah
March 13,
Dear 1944

Greetings from Topaz,

It has been p.Imost a yoar and a half since we were placed
in this desert. It wis our hope to qgg a days "the desert shall
rejoice and blossom ns the rososu and still it is ours. However,
there have boGii many discouraging things have taken places All
tiG ministers and mr.ny Christia,ns well are still endeavouring for
the "botterment of tho coimnunity. Yet as the days go bya the morale
in the contar is getting lovror gradually.

As we watch young people and children5 they soem to lost
their interests in studies and higher v:lues If this continues what
will "bo their future? Our own cliildren arc also of the same trend.
It is a great importance for us. Of course, this is almost uncvitablo
GveryvThGre in tlio country in tho period like this. HoT/cvor, there is
a peculiar type of disintegration taking @ pl?.ce here.

\lhon our daughter Rhode, left here for Vassar Golloge last
SeptemlIDer to att.ond school we never had relocation in mind. With, a
family of our size, it has considerable difficulties”®

At tho boginning of this yoar, yi«q felt that the vorso,
"who against hopo bclievod in liope,MPToinans 4;18 was given to us«
Inner voice "began to whisper to do an adventure. Relocation is a
great problem to all of us in the camp. It is expressed at the Denver
Gonvontion that tho ministers in the camps arc reluctant to speak
about it. To prove that it is not so, some of us must daro to do it*
As we thought of the situation lioro in the c¢™mp9 there are a nuxnber
of capable ministers servigg c¢ the coirimunitye It seemed a justifi- 1
ablo move on our prvrt to leave the centerk

A fter long prayers and. consideration wvig finally decided
to move out to Zlgw Yorlc. It is entirely r.n unknown place to us
But with our faith in "wlio against hope believed in hope/' we arc go-
ing. Our ministry thore will bo mostly visiting and writing evan-
gGlism and to prepare for tlia days to corno.

At present plan to loavo horo on Wednesday, March. 22nd,
stopping at Grand Junction, Colorado r.nd Chicago on our i“iy. Mg m il
reach York at the first -part of Passion Week. We havo no job
prospects in sight. ¥e are going thoro on faith alono. Please
rGmomIDGr us in your prayers. Our temporary address in Hew York iss

c/o Dr, M Yamaguchi
160 W 87tli Street
How York, U* Y»

Yours very truly,

Masamoto & Kimi-.Nxsnimure



Japanese Exclusion Association
608 South Hill Street
Los Angeles 14, California

Bar JaPs

\n

2 ther Gr upP~

N\ N\ ' \

Dear Friend:

Thi3 is a call for your help to make it impossible for Japanese to earn
even a nricewliving in California*

We have an Alien Land Law in California that needs to have "teeth" put into
it* The enclosed petition, when it is signed by 178,000 loyal Californians,

will do this.

If you, by chance, are unable physically to circulate this petition, Kindly
hand it to a dependable friend who will and then mail it back to us* It is
important that you read the instructions both front and back in order to mako
the signatures legal* More petitions are available upon request.

We must make California an unpopular place for the Japs*

LET*S GO NEIGHBOR! !



1732 TUCKER STREET

EELMA, CALIFORNIA
April 30,1944

Mr. Galen H. Fisher,
2334 Telegraph Ave.,
Berkeley, Calif.

Y dear Mr. Fisher9

M Issyosgrave ?/as kind enough to send me a copy of
the letter ' ich you wrote to Mr. Combs following his
talk o the Comrnunity Club in Selma. It has pleased me
very much to know that The Enterprise, by reporting Mr.
Combsl speech, has apparently put that gentleman in a
rather embarassing position.

| can assure you that Mr. Combs was accurately
quoted and if he tries to crawl out of his predicament by
saying he was misquoted, let me know and will firre another
shot at him. When he addressed the Community Club he did
not realize, probably, that he would be quoted and that "here
were at least wo nenbers of the Pair Play Committee in his
audience. We did not stay after the meeting to argue with
him as he had talked 15 minutes over time and both of us
were in a hurry to get away.

Perhaps Mr. Combs will be more careful in the future
what he says about other people. We had a similar experience
some months ago with the D istrict Attorney of Fresno County,
who, in a talk before one of the service clubs intirated that
he would not prosecute anyone after Jle war who killed a
returned evacue. We not only reported the D.A.fs remarks,
but we burned him up in an editorial. Surprisingly enough,
he wrote to us to the effect that we were absolutely i?l?ght in
ovir criticism. Unfortunately, he wouldr* let us print his
letter! But at least, he has quit using language that was
little short of an invitation to violence.

am sorry we could not attend the recent neetiig
in Fresno which you addressed. | have to spend four or five
nights a week covering mee ings here in Selma end 1lle |
undoubtedly waste a lot of time in doing so, once ”~in a while
something like this OomiDs meeting comes along that amply
repaj®s me for rry trouble.

The Enterprise has consis ently upheld the Bill of Rights
as applied to our former Japanese-American residents
and | feel that our attitude has helped to keep Selma sganciE>
free of unreasoning racial antagonisms. We have lost ~ PRESS/
a few subscrib ers--but gained some, too. j

Sincerely yours,



DEPARTMENT OF

LABOUR

CANADA

BRITISH COLUMBIA SECURITY COMMISSION

174- Spadina Avenue,
Toronto 2B - Ontario

ifey 9 , 1944.

Mr. Galen M. Fisher,
Room 2 3,

465 C alifornia St#,
San Francisco, ca

Dear Galen

| am enclosing a couple of copies of a
new folder that has just been printed under the auspices
of our National Inter-Church Advisory Committee on Re-
settlement of Japanese Canadians. As you may notice, we
modelled it more or less after the style of one published
by a similar Committee in“the United States - with their
permission*

| am also sending you a pamphlet pre-
pared "by Dr. Norman F. Black - MA Challenge to Patriotism
and Statesmanship*le The pamphlet is, in my opinion, very
well prepared and the contents should have a good deal of
effect on changing the attitudes of some of our Canadians.

All told, | am greatly disappointed
with one group in this country sind equally delighted with
anothers How real Canadians can stoop to race baiting and
seem to logically justify their act is difficult for me to
comprehend. There on the other hand, a large number
of folk who say that a Canadian Born person shou d be
treated as a Canadian irrespective of his ancestry.

] Up to the time of the publication of
the atrocity stories, | felt rather happy at the diminution
of anti-Japanese sentiment. Since then,lhowever, there has

been a rising tide of antipathy towards any one bearing a
Japanese name, whether Canadian Born or otherwise.

On© of* the concrete results of the anti-
Japanese propaganda is the closing of the City of Toronto



Against any further admission of JaDanfacjA

B

10 -f-"a . 4 1 se® arti les from |}<our en frq time
_time in various magazines. Althoug manf/) B ritis
ut hostile to the Japanese people,

T A a?d
A G<IMEBIAP ?hey seSt’.ina Place tto l§ome of v ur |
a<?I*Ei5rn”’ : matter seems to be more in genera
politics in the United States thann%ere In Canada. g

. My own personal attitude is as outlined
in the little pamphlet | am sending to you, namely that
Re-settlement is the only solution for the problem. Too
long in Canada, the matter has been a British Columbia
problem alone5 it ought now to be considered as a Federal

problem and settled as such.
With cordial regards to Ella and with

all good wishes to yourself and colleagues.

Yours sincerely,

E.-/Trueman



A CHALLENGE
TO PATRIOTISM
AND STATESMANSHIP

Norman F. Black, Ph,D.

Additional copies of this pamphlet may be obtained from

THE CHRISTIAN SOCIAL COUNCIL OF CANADA
3 Willcocks St., Toronto 5



INTRODUCTION

HAVE pleasure in commending this pamphlet to

Canadian readers. Its author, Dr. Norman F.

e Black, is a well-known educationist in British
Columbia. He is Chairman of the Vancouver
Consultative Council, which has been making a
special study of the position of Japanese residents of
Canada, and is well informed upon this subject. He
advocates @geographical and occupational disper-
sion® as the solution of the slapanese problem% in
Canada. His article is put forth in this form in the
hope that it may contribute to the securing of public
support for just, humane, and Christian treatment of
Japanese Canadians.

W.J. Gallagher,

Secretary

Christian Social Council of Canada.

Parts of the following pamphlet were published in
Toronto Saturday Night, of February 5,1944, the
original article having been prepared at the request
of the Editor of that journal. Thanks are made
for permission to reproduce the sections quoted.



A CHALLENGE TO PATRIOTISM
AND STATESMANSHIP

ANADA is a land of minorities. m Consequently
(1 there is cause for deep concern in an apparent

Canadian tendency to antipathies based upon
difference in ancestral stocks. At present those most
definitely the target of public dislike are our Canadian
residents of Japanese ancestry.

The reasons, of course, are various. We are at war
with Japan. But we 9re also at war with Germany and,
until recently, we have been at war with Italy; nevertheless
we have treated German and Italian Canadians, and even
German and Italian nationals, with considerable mag-
nanimity. On the other hand, one recognizes something
horribly suggestive of European fascism in the widespread
hysterical animosity toward Japanese Canadians and
Japanese nationals resident in Canada. In relation to
these people there is clamour for public policies based upon
racial hatred. Such passions do not require factual data
to feed upon and are notoriously difficult to keep within
bounds. Today the victims are our Japanese; tomorrow
they are likely to include our Jews; .the day after tomorrow,
whom?

A Problem Insoluble by British Columbia.

Admittedly, the Japanese community in British
Columbia involved in puzzling problems all parties con-
cerned. These difficulties had their source chiefly in
federal laws and policies relative to immigration and
naturalization, and in other circumstances beyond British
Columbian control. Indeed, for a generation, British
Columbia—sometimes by methods the wisdom of which is
open to question—has been vainly trying to awaken eastern
Canada to recognition of these problems.

The overwhelming majority of Canada’s orien.tal
immigrants were settling in a province the total population
of which is comparable to that of Toronto. They were
not numerous in relation to the population of Canada
as a whole—of which they constituted less than one-fifth
of one per cent.—but they were embarrassingly numerous

-3



in relation to the total population of British Columbia.
They provided an example of the familiar evils of undue
geographical and occupational concentration on the part
of an immigrant minority.

Dispersion undertaken.

The rational curefor undue geographical and occupational
concentration is geographical and occupational dispersion.

The federal authorities recognize this obvious fact and
are trying to turn current evils to advantage by dis-
tributing across Canada those of our, Japanese residents
whose law-abiding habits and loyalty to Canada are not
subject to doubt in official quarters. In this policy many
of the second generation Japanese Canadians, and even
some of the first generation, see their best hope for the
future.

When the war with Nippon broke out, some 21,349
persons, of Japanese ancestry were living in coastal British
Columbia; about 1,200 elsewhere in the same province;
600 in Alberta; and approximately 370 in the rest of
Canada.

According to the latest available information (February,
1944) these people had been redistributed as follows: 3,453
in Alberta;159 in Saskatchewan;1,120 in Manitoba; 2,334
(inclusive of all internees, about 450 in number) in Ontario;
322 in Quebec, almost exclusively in Montreal; about 30 in
Yukon Territory; one or two in the Maritime Provinces;
and the balance, nearly 15,000, in British Columbia. At
time of writing, slightly more than twenty-seven per cent,
of British Columbia’s Japanese have moved east. When
it is realized that those remaining in British Columoia
include an entirely disproportionate number of women
and children, from whom it is obvious that their men-folk
now in the East cannot be permanently separated, the
inadequacy of present dispersal methods is painfully
evident.

Recently the Selective Service authorities have been
taking a hand in the game and a few score of the Japanese
resident in British Columbia have been ordered East to
jobs of higher priority rating; but it is to be remembered
that most of the able-bodied Japanese still in the Pacific
province were already engaged in occupations with high
priorities—cutting badly needed fuel, for example. In
December, 1943, and the opening months of 1944, disper-



sion to easterly points came practically to a standstill. It
is probable that the spring of 1944 will see some revival in
the slow processes of relocation. However, it is evident
that present policies are not very rapidly effecting such
distribution of residents of Japanese stock as is desirable
in their own interests and in the interests of Canada.

The fault does not lie with the B.C. Security Commis-
sion. Its attitude and services deserve public gratitude.
That it has made mistakes, nobody denies but the real
reason for its failure to bring about any large-scale dis-
persion of our Japanese residents lies in the fact that it has
been assigned a task which, under present public policies
of provincial and federal authorities, is and must remain
impossible.

That those authorities realize these facts can scarcely
be doubted. Apparently, however, they do not think that
public opinion is sufficiently well informed to endorse the
policies for which the circumstances obviously call.

Why present policies are failing.

It is high time that more serious attention was being
given to those influences that are operating to make the
movement from concentration settlements to employment
in the East so dishearteningAy slow.

In the first place there has been as yet no adequate
recognition by the people of Canada of two maijor facts,
first, that the problem under review is essentially federal
rather than provincial; and, second, that without whole-
hearted co-operation on the part of the several provinces,
results disastrous to Canada must ensue.

Even yet there is a widespread tacit assumption that
no permanent settlement of the up-rooted Japanese is
pressingly necessary since they will naturally return to
their former homes immediately on the resumption of peace.
It is true that a recent Gallup Poll reflected the fact that in
British Columbia, as in other provinces a substantial
majority opposes the suggested exile of the 13,600 persons
of Japanese stock who actually are Canadian citizens by
birth or naturalization, whatever may have to be done in
the case of Japanese nationals now resident in this country.
But we have to do with something that no longer is simply
a question of race.

With the evacuation of the Japanese from the coastal
area, new social and economic conditions have arisen, and
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any wholesale return of evacuees would be a calamity to all
concerned. Let us suppose that, in the interests of
Canada, it for some reason had been felt necessary to expel
from their homes and occupations, for a term of years, any
other group— for example, all left-handed people, or all
members of some blameless religious body—and that their
homes and means of livelihood had been transferred to
other people; does anybody suppose that these latter would
not bitterly resist any attempt at large-scale restoration of
the dislodged group to their former homes and occupations?
Does anyone care to envisage what would happen on the
streets of Vancouver if twenty thousand or ten thousand or
even only five thousand homeless and jobless Orientals
were suddenly to trek back to that city?

That British Columbia is ready to shoulder its share of
the responsibility resultant from federal military policy
may be assumed. But any attempt to leave the whole
responsibility on the doorstep of that province would strain
the unity of this Dominion to something dangerously near
the breaking point. .

So far as anyone now can see, the present war with
Japan is likely to endure for years. It is imperatively
necessary that in the meantime the evacuees find relatively
permanent homes and become economically self-supporting.
If lifted from despair by wise, and humane tre$ment, and
scattered a few families here and a few families there—
throughout the Dominion, they would soon cease to present
Canada with any problem of great magnitude. Meantime,
the situation is becoming more serious with every day”
delay in policies of dispersion. In he concentration settle-
ments, social and economic conditions are so abnormal as
to ensure the progressive deterioration of people formerly
conspicuous for energy and enterprise.

Baseless accusations.

Hesitation in welcoming evacuees has been deplorably
augmented by deliberate dissemination of all manner of
groundless accusations and misinformation, to which,
unfortunately, we can spare in this pamphlet only a few
brief paragraphs.

One still hears it alleged that wholesale sabotage and
fifth column activities on the part of Japanese Americans
in Hawaii show that these are people who do not deserve
confidence. The reply is obvious. In the first place,
there is something the matter with the ethics and logic of
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those who insist upon punishing innocent people in this
country on account of offences committed by other people,
in another country. In the second place, the alleged
criminal treachery did not occur. Mr. Stimson, the
American Secretary for War, has officially declared that
“the War Department has received no information of
sabotage committed by Japanese during the attack upon
Pearl Harbour"; and Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, reported in terms still
more emphatic and sweeping: uThere was no sabotage
committed prior to December 7, on December 7, or subse-
quent to that date. n These facts have been abundantly-
attested by Mr. Knox and by a multitude of responsible
local observers whose sworn statements were long ago
published in the reports of the Tolan Committee.*

The reader has quite possibly heard it alleged that the
Japanese are disposed to crimes of violence. What are
the facts here in Canada? When the Japanese represented
3.2 per cent, of the population of British Columbia they
provided less than one-fifth of that percentage of the
penitentiary inmates who when at liberty were domiciled
in the Pacific province. This situation was not exceptional.
In California, an investigation by Professor Walter B.
Beach showed that the incidence of crime among residents
of Japanese stock was “only about half as high as the
average for the state.” Similar facts were revealed in
Hawaii, where also the Japanese had the lowest juvenile
delinquency rate. All people well informed on these
matters know that,, in British Columbia likewise, Japanese
juvenile delinquency records have long been conspicuously
better than those of our population as a whole. All these
statements are easily verifiable by anyone caring to study
official data.

Of course, in any considerable body of people, of what-
ever racial or national stock, one may reasonably expect
to find folk of all sorts, including those lacking even in

*An educationist prominent in Hawaii writes as follows from
Honolulu under date of January 16 1944: “The embarrassment and
humiliation of the Japanese people following the blitz of December,
1941, reduced their morale to almost the vanishing point, but it has
been greatly improved by the opportunity given the boys of Japanese
ancestry to volunteer for enlistment in the armed forces. Out of a
possible 27,000 of draft age, 9,500 volunteered and 2,875 were taken.

Since the original enrolment, 550 have been enlisted as interpreters.
T ere is scarcely a Japanese family that does not have friends ?r

relatives in the armed forces. Many of these boys are seeing service in
Italy and the casualty lists already published have been long!”



common honesty. However, in connection with the
aspersions frequently cast upon the integrity of the
evacuees, as in connection with almost all other aspects of
the Japanese problem, the most authoritative reference
book conveniently available to all inquirers is Young, Reid
and Carrothers, The Japanese Canadians which was
published in 1938 and reprinted just before the outbreak
of World War Il. The following quotation is here relevant:

“In their business dealings, where honesty is measured in
dollars and cents, the Japanese in many places enjoy an
' enviable reputation. More than one bank manager stated
that the Japanese were among the most reliable customers they
had. An interesting incident would seem to support the
evidence of the bankers. A complaint reached the officials of
the provincial government in recent years that the Japanese
farmers in the Fraser valley were getting fertilizer from White
companies for much less per ton and for longer credit than were
Whites. This seemed incredible but proved on investigation to
be true. The White companies claimed that it was merely a
matter of business: the Japanese farmers used more fertilizer,
a much larger percentage were sure to pay for it, and they were
likely to pay more quickly than the Whites.”

People as people are very much like other people.
Easterners into whose communities a handful of these
luckless refugees are admitted need have no fear of any
resultant deterioration of average standards in such
matters as respect for law, the ethics of day-by-day
relationships among neighbours, good manners, industry
and the love of soap and water. Evil consequences need
be feared only if the local community takes the arrival of
the newcomers as a signal for an emotional debauch and
the release of hateful passions previously held in restraint.

If all this be true, it may well be asked why in British
Columbia, where they are best known, the Japanese became
the object of so much dislike.

Unpopularity in British Columbia.

In the first place, that dislike has always been very far
from universal and has probably been commonest among
whites who had little or no personal contact with individual
Japanese. Many white people in British Columbia include
Japanese among their most highly respected personal
friends. A still larger percentage simply knew them as
orderly and industrious working people. Many other
whites are neither especially friendly nor positively hostile.
And students of sociology will not be surprised when told



that where active hostility exists it is based on vague but
real economic fears and perplexities that clamour for
scapegoats.

The Japanese were welcomed into British Columbia
because, in certain quarters, a reservoir of cheap labour
was considered desirable; and in that and related facts lies
the clue to popular dislike in many circles. Lower stan-
dards of living made it possible for the newcomer to accept
wages lower than whites were demanding. A remedy for
that situation should have been sought in the unionization
of all workers and in a minimum wage law that would
prevent .the exploitation of the poverty of the Orientals.
But efforts in these directions were in general half-hearted
and ineffective. In prosperous times cheap Oriental labour
did not materially affect the white worker, but during
years of depression he became painfully conscious that
there were not jobs enough to go around, and in the
Oriental worker he saw a competitor who he vaguely felt
had an unfair advantage.

Rising suspicions were fed by accusations which were
widely accepted simply because so often repeated. It was
argued, for example, that, until evacuated from the coastal
area, the Japanese were increasingly usurping the fisheries
and other major industries of British Columbia. The
demonstrable facts point in a direction quite opposite.
The data summarized below reflect the persistent and.
increasing exclusion of the Japanese from these industries,
with consequent economic disturbances in other fields.

Salmon Fishing Licences Issued in British Columbia

Vear Trolling Licences Gill Net Licences
Whites Indians Japanese  Whites Indians  Japanese

1922 743 - 438 1,989 1,440 1,032 332

1933 2,101 531 970* 2,878 1,192 161f

*Includes 63 who served in the Canadian army in World War 1.

flncludes 7 who served in the Canadian army in World War 1.
In like manner, between 1923 and 1934 (inclusive), the years covered
by Professor Carrothers' analysis of relevant official data, the number
of Japanese employed in logging fell from 1,420 to 634; those in planing
mills, from 299 to 58; those in sawmills, from 4,105 to 1,627; and those
in shingle mills, from 1,826 to 474. This spectacular expulsion of-
Japanese from so many former sources, of livelihood inevitably pro-
duced a corresponding and excessive shift to agriculture and to urban
occupations, particularly those in which the family could be the work-
ing unit. This contributed to the establishment or survival of abnormal

-9



Fear was also fed by use of the bugbear which many,
purported to see in the Japanese birthrate. People came
across Japanese with conspicuously large families and
assumed that such conditions were general. Once again,
analysis of the relevant statistics is likely to occasion
surprise. At the time of the survey made by Young, Reid
and Carrothers, the average size of Japanese families in
the Fraser Valley was 4.11; in the Okanagan Valley, 3.97;
and in Vancouver, 2.47. It is quite true that in the years
immediately following the arrival in Canada of the original
relatively large contingents of Japanese immigrants, the
birthrat® among them was considerably higher.than at
present prevails among Occidentals in western Canada.
A study of the age tables makes the reason obvious: the
average age of the Japanese women entering this country
was 25.4 years and that of their husbands was 31.8 years.
If the birthrate for Occidental Canadians of the same age
group were segregated, it also would be found to be much
higher than that of the Canadian people as a whole.
Moreover, since those early days, the records show a con-
tinuously declining Japanese birthrate and a steady rise
in the age of marriage. The percentage of single male
adults in our Japanese population is higher than is recorded
for the people of Canada taken collectively.

Again, enormous harm has been done by the dissemina-
tion of the silly myth that there is some mysterious and
inevitable difference between what does or can happen in
the cortex of an Oriental and anything that does or can
happen in that of an Occidental. No responsible psy-
chologist endorses any such theory, unless in Nazidom,
where unscientific concepts of race and of racial differences
have been elevated to the status of religious dogma. The
important fact is that character, ideas, ideals, habits,
attitudes, and the like are not transmitted by physical
inheritance. They are acquired after birth and are shaped
by human contacts. A child is born as naked of ideas and
loyalties as he is naked of clothes. He acquires his basic
stock of ideas, habits and loyalties from the people around
him. One may change and outgrow the habits and out-
look adopted from one” early associates, but in general

working conditions which further threatened the standard of life
prevailing among white competitors. Many of the latter were driven
out of business because there was no adequate legislation for the
protection of working conditions. All these facts contributed to the
rise of unreasoning animosities.
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the crucial consideration is the character of the influences
brought to bear in childhood and in early manhood, and
especially during one’s schooldays. The thoroughness of
the Canadianization of any particular Japanese resident
will generally be proportionate to the intimacy and friendli-
ness of his contacts, with Occidental Canadians. At
school, in most cases, the Occidental Canadian and the
Oriental Canadian meet on terms of equality and mutual
good will, and presently their attitudes and reactions
become almost indistinguishable. To assume that children
and adolescents, educated wholly in Canadian schools and
mingling freely with Canadian associates, will grow up with
anything but a Canadian outlook, upon life and this land
of their birth, is a preposterous libel on the teachers of this
country.

The writer has had abundant opportunity for personal
observation of the reaction of children of Japanese paren-
tage to Canadianizing educational influences, and his
judgments in that regard are supported by many others
who have had intimate contacts with second generation
Japanese Canadians. The suggestion that young people
of Japanese stock, educated in Canadian schools and
universities, are incapable of appreciating or sharing in
Occidental culture, or of being inspired by patriotic
affection for Canada, is a wicked or ignorant falsehood.
The writer is personally acquainted with numerous repre-
sentatives of this group who are as thoroughly and as
obviously Canadian in their thinking as anyone in this
Dominion. Many of them are at present eating their
hearts out because precluded from service in the armed
forces of Canada.

A more serious difficulty is raised by many people who
are concerned as to the possibility or desirability of racial
intermixtures. They assert that no matter how industrious
and law-abiding and intelligent many of these Japanese
Canadians may be and no matter how sincere their loyalty
to Canada, the fact remains that socially they are beyond
the pale; Occidentals and Orientals will never fuse by
marriage.

Well, never is a long day. It is true that inter-racial
marriages are generally in disfavour with the Mrs. Grundys
and view-it-with-alarmists of both camps. Indeed if
two of my own young friends were contemplating such a
marriage and did me the honour of consulting me, | would
advise against it. | would be afraid for the young couple.



I would feel it likely that | knew more than they about
the ignorance and arrogance and sadism of exponents of
racial purity in Canada as well as in Germany.

Certainly there will be no rapid or general inter-
marriage. But we may as well recognize that such
marriages have occurred, are still occurring and will
continue to occur. Young lovers will be as little concerned
about the opinions of the older generation regarding
miscegenation as about its opinions regarding lip stick.
Tljey know that if the scum of one race be blended with
the dregs of another, the resulting mixture is likely to be
pretty bad. They probably also are aware that no out-
:;standing geneticist commanding international respect
supports t"e thesis that miscegenation, in and of itself, is
biologically objectionable. They are likely to know that
where the blending of racial strains involves no social
disapproval—as in Hawaii— the children of such marriages
are as clever and as beautiful and as lovable and as good
raw material for citizenship as the children of the strictest
racial purists.

In the foregoing pages the author has sought to share
his convictions that our Japanese problem constitutes an
exceedingly important challenge to the patriotism and
statesmanship of Canadians; that it is a problem insoluble
by British Columbia without the loyal co-operation of
other provinces; that the federal government is wise in
promotion of policies of geographical and occupational
dispersion; that the movement of Japanese from con-
centration settlements to new homes and employment
beyond the Rocky Mountains is very disconcertingly slow;
and that the dissemination of misinformation regarding
these people has militated seriously against the success of
federal plans. However the relative failure of dispersal
measures is in large part due also to lack of co-operation
upon the part of the Japanese themselves. It isimperative
that some dispassionate thought be devoted to the reasons
for the disinclination of the Japanese to leave their present
settlements.
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Why many Japanese are disinclined to dispersion.

In the first place, the more enterprising of the younger
people have already gone east, and this means steadily
deteriorating leadership among those left behind. Parental
influence, always strong in a Japanese community, is fre-
guently not on the side of dispersion. The older people
naturally include a larger proportion of folk whose Cana-
dianization has been less thorough than that of the second
generation. They resent the disruption of their families.
Most of the people caring to accept agricultural employ-
ment have already gone east, and jobs offered do not
attract men who are skilled mechanics, boat-builders
businessmen accustomed to the conduct of independent
enterprise, experienced uwhite-collar workersMof various-
sorts, or men familiar only with fishing. Many are sadly
dreaming of their once prosperous garage, or green grocery,
or cleaning and pressing establishment, or tailor shop, or
insurance agency, or apartment house, and in eastern news
they see nothing to encourage a belief that they will be
allowed opportunity to devote themselves to occupations
for which their training and experience best fit them.
They are concerned about the housing situation; remaining
where they are, they at least have a roof over their family,
and they have no assurance that such would be the case if
they ventured into distant places where they have good
reason to believe that the housing shortage is very serious.
In the concentration settlements they have about them
the comfort of friendly and familiar faces; even the whites
with whom they come in contact—members of the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police, officials of the Security Com-
mission, teachers, missionaries and others—they know to
be their friends. They also know that a friendly welcome
among strangers in distant places is something upon which
they cannot count. They know that under orders-in-
council at present operative they have no chance to buy
the property that may be necessary to their economic
independence. They know that so long as they remain in
the concentration settlements, the Security Commission
will stand between them and actual want afnd they are
afraid to venture forth at the risk of the welfare of their
dependants.

They are unhappy; and unhappiness does not make for
clarity of thought.

The Japanese are very keenly interested in the education
of their children. Their attitude in this connection recalls



the best traditions of Scotland. Many of them own
property that is paying taxes for the support of schools for
white children, while the buildings and equipment available
for the education of their own families are inadequate or
unsuitable. While the teachers are young Japanese
Canadians of good ability and manifest high ideals of public
service and are doing a remarkably good job in spite of
their handicaps, they almost without exception are profes-
sionally untrained.* The Security Commission has no
responsibility for the education of Japanese children
beyond the elementary grades. Such higA school instruc-
tion as is available is provided chiefly through the genero-
sity of missionary bodies. While this friendly help is
greatly appreciated, it is felt to be an intolerable hardship
that the governmental authorities have made practically
no provision for children of high school grades. Some of
these children are taking correspondence courses but the
fees are so high as to be beyond the reach of parents of
limited means.

Many of the Japanese remember with resentment that
their seized automobiles were sold at prices which, as they
believe, entailed much loss. They feel affronted by what
they consider to be libellous attacks made upon them in
newspapers and in legislative halls. Some of their fishing
boats were stripped of expensive equipment by thieves and
were otherwise subjected to unnecessary injury, all of
which involved the evacuated owners in heavy charges for
repairs and re-equipment. They allege violation of original
understandings between the evacuees and the Security
Commission, and they fail to see that certain promises,
made in good faith by responsible persons, are no longer
possible of fulfilment. Their hopes still centre about
abandoned homes to which it is now highly improbable
that many of them will be able to return.

Many of the evacuees are heartsick over the fact that
farms, poultry ranches and fruit ranches which they had
developed by years of toil have fallen into ruinous neglect
even though largely on account of the labour shortage.
They bitterly resent the compulsory sale of their property,
even while they readily admit that the Custodian has made
a conscientious effort to ensure fair prices. The legality
of governmental procedures in this connection is at present

*Provision made in 1943 for a summer school course in school
administration, teaching methods, and allied subjects, aroused pro-
found gratitude and ”~as an invaluable contribution to the support of
slipping morale.
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sub judice and therefore cannot here be discussed. How-
ever, while few are inclined to question the paramount
authority of the Dominion government to expropriate—
particularly in war-time—any property the transfer of
which is in public interest, it is felt that to compel a private
individual to sell his property to the government is quite
a different thing from compelling him to sell it to another
private individual.

For these and other reasons a majority of those still
remaining in the concentration centres are disinclined to
co-operate in the present dispersal policies of the govern-
ment.

And when fifteen thousand law-abiding people sit down
tight, they are not easily moved.

Unless the mere semblance of democratic procedure be
abandoned.

It is constantly to be borne in mind that the Canadian
authorities, civil and military, have been emphatic in their
repeated statements that the evacuation of coastal Japanese
was not motivated by any misconduct on their part and
involved no reflection upon the loyalty of more than a small
minority; and these there has been ample opportunity to
segregate and intern for the duration.

If for military reasons involving the general security of
Canada, it had been necessary to evacuate whites from
any region in which they were resident, the evacuees would
no doubt have been handsomely compensated; but these
unfortunate people were of a different complexion, and
their economic ruin, incidental to enforced migration, sits
very lightly upon the conscience of Canada.

Those who are concerned for the honour of Canada
have reason for gratitude toward the authorities of the
‘Dominion government for persistent reiteration of their
mdetermination that Canadian policies in relation to our
Japanese residents must continue to be based upon fair
play and sympathetic recognition of the unhappy circum-
stances in which our Japanese Canadians find themselves,
through no fault of their own. Federal resistance to the
clamour of extremists has been admirable. But the time
has now come for such revision of dispersion policies as the
circumstances make necessary.

Only one solution seems practicable.

All Japanese property the transfer of which seems
necessary in the public interest should be expropriated at



a fair price, not peddled to private buyers who look upon
the Tenth Commandment as suspended ufor the duration.M
In cases where government purchase does not provide the
capital necessary for re-establishment, this Dominion must
recognize its moral obligations: it must, if necessary,
advance the first payments on the purchase of new homes
and of such equipment as may be essential for self-support.
The dispersion at whicft the governmental authorities are
aiming must be made not only economically possible but
economically attractive.

The policy here advocated as just and necessary to.
achieve the geographical and occupational dispersion of our
Japanese Canadians is one that will pay us big dividends,
irrespective of what procedures may be adopted after the
war is over. All disaffected persons of Japanese origin
should of course be sent back to Japan, together with any
others of their stock who may go voluntarily. Few will
so choose. They are having a hard time of it, but most of
them have lived too long in a democracy ever to go back to
such a state as Japan. Many of them know that in that
land they would be more truly foreigners than here in
Canada.

Few people in Canada think that it would be in the
interests of any of the parties concerned to have the
Japanese formerly resident in coastal British Columbia
return en masse, though British Columbia can and should
take care of its fair share of the evacuees. How in a
democratic country it is going to be possible for the
government to dictate to individual residents just where
they are to live in time of peace, | do not know. Ana Just
in case we are not going to be able to liquidate them by
exile or otherwise, Canada had better see to it that at the
earliest possible moment they are helped to acquire homes
so chosen that no new Little Tokyos will arise in this
country.

A substantial equity in and a substantial mortgage on a
really desirable piece of property would provide the best
insurance against premature removal from the place where
the Japanese Canadian finds himself when the bells ring
for peace.
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liberty I the one thing we must share If we are to keep It for ourselves'

Before Evacuation

tj EFORE the evacuation order early in 1942,
K there were in British Columbia some 22,317
N persons of Japanese racial origin. Of these
7,300 were children under 16 years of Age. In
addition to those living in British Columbia there
were approximately 1,000 scattered among the other
provinces of the Dominion. Of the whole 17,653
or 75.2% were Canadian citizens, either Canadian
born or Naturalized. Many of the so-called Na-
tionals, however, were really Canadian at heart;
their children and property were here ana m every
important way they had identified themselves with
Canadian interests.

Location — Spring 1944

Early in 1942, by official order, all people of
Japanese racial origin living in British Columbia
coastal regions were moved inland to relocation
centres. From these centres many have now moved
out to jobs in various parts of Canada. Official
figures as of March, 1944, indicate that 6,778 had
already so moved.

- To Alberta, largely for sugar beet production,
2,921.

- To Manitoba, also mostly for sugar beet produc-
tion, 1,019.

- To Ontario, to many sections and to nearly a
hundred different types of occupation, 2,425.

- To Quebec, mostly Montreal, 358.
- To Saskatchewan 55.

The balance are still living in relocation centres
and scattered localities in the interior of British
Columbia, awaiting the next step.

Better Arrangements Imperafive

If these people are long detained in the unnatural
conditions and enforced idleness of relocation eamps
there will be serious loss both for them and for
Canada. They will suffer because in inactivity men
soon lose their skills and initiative. In enforced

segregation from normal life they give way to feel-
ings of frustration, to say nothing of bitterness and
resentment. Canada will suffer because in a time of
serious labour shortage she is losing the economic
contribution these people could be making. At the
same time she leaves herself open to the serious
charge of unjust treatment of some of her citizens.

While Canada is fighting a war for democratic
principles she can ill afford to discriminate among
her own citizens on grounds of colour or race. As
President Roosevelt has said 4Our present enemies
are not only Germany and Japan. They are the
forces of oppression, intolerance, insecurity and
injustice which have impeded the forward march
of civilization.”’

Resettlement the Only Solution

While several solutions to the Japanese Canadian
problem have been suggested, it is the view of the
Committee sponsoring this folder that resettlement,
and resettlement alone, is the only hopeful one
offered. By resettlement is meant not only the
scattering of the evacuees among the provinces by
families in such a way as to preclude the forma-
tion of £4colonies)\ but also their placement in jobs
in accordance with their occupational skills, pre-
vious experiences and interests. The aim is that
they may all be re-absorbed into productive life,
living as normal Canadians in normal Canadian
communities. This means work with dependable
incomes, regular home life, opportunities for educa-
tion for the children, satisfactory social relation-
ships, and adequate recreational opportunities.

Community Acceptance a Challenge to
the Church

The success of any resettlement plan depends
upon the willing co-operation of residents in those
parts of Canada East of the Rocky Mountains
in accepting these people into their community
life. Here is a challenge to the church to give
a strong Christian lead. For decades we have
sent our missionaries to the ends of the earth
Breaching the good news that all men are brothers.

Now we have an opportunity to denionstrate
brotherhood in our own communities. The Japanese
Canadian is not asking for charity or special privi-
lege. He wants tolerance and friendship, plain
Canadian justice, the simple chance to live and
work in the country of his birth. Should not
Christians lead in standing for justice and inendli-
ness in community and national life?

Facts — Not Rumours

Behind the harsh and unjust attitudes toward the
evacuees shown by some Canadians is fear fear
based largely on race prejudice and misunderstand-
ing. Canadians have been wrongly led to believe
that war atrocities mirror the character of all
Japanese. They think that all Japanese must be
brutal and untrustworthy. Repatriates including
missionaries recently arriving home after long
months in internment camps in Japan, however,
report numerous instances of kindness ani con-
sideration by Japanese individuals, both civilians
and military. Official reports since Pearl Harbour
on the activities of Japanese in United States and
Canada show their record as outstandingly good.
The items listed below are facts not rumours.

(a) They have not been saboteurs contrary to
stories widely circulated after Pearl tiarbour there
was not one*instance of sabotage in Hawaii prior
to, on, or subsequent to December 7,1941. The
Tolan Commission, Secretary of War Stimson,
John Edgar Hoover of the F.B.I. and others unite
in making the above statement. Ample testimony
is available to the same effect regarding the West
Coast of the United States and Canada. W:ith
respect to sabotage, the evacuees have a clean bill
of health.

(&) Their numbers are small— only one-fifth of
one per cent of our population. The present policy
is to advise them against undue”concentration in
any locality, so that they will not antagonize local
opinion and will avoid the charge that their num-
bers have a depressing influence on local wage
levels in any occupation or area. In all contracts
with employers, it is insisted that they receive

'let our people of good will everywhere speak on this matter with courage and conviction and match their words with deeds? - cantc~st



exactly the same wages as other Canadians doing
the same type of work.

(¢) The criminal record of the Japanese on the
West Coast has been the lowest of any racial group.

(d) As a group they are bright, intelligent, in-
dustrious, ambitions, well mannered and clean.

(e) When a chance is given they readily adopt
our Canadian way of life — they wear our cloth-
ing, they live in our homes, they speak our language,
they attend our churches (over one-half of them are
members or adherents of Christian churches), they
sing our songs, they salute our flag.

(/) The majority of them are loyal. When the
evacuation order was issued, nearly all of them said
in a.true patriotic spirit that they would co-operate
as their duty and sacrifice for their country
cause. The United States has acknowledged their
attitude by admitting them into the armed forces.
By March 1st, 1944, more than 9,000 were so serv-
ing. Nearly 100 have already paid <the last full
measure of devotion.”” Loyalty to a country never
has been and is not a matter of biological in-
heritance it is the product of education and of
environment. A good Canadian is one who is loyal
to this country and to our creed of liberty and
democracy, serving as best he can wherever he can
in the war effort.

How You Can Help

Although this folder is prepared by church repre-
sentatives primarily for distribution among church
people, all men and women of good will are urged
to co-operate. Here are some ways in which you
can be of help.

(a) First of all welcome these evacuees when they
come to yonr community. Make them feel at home
in your homes, your churches, your clubs and your
groups. Use them in your work — some have very
special talents. Tlie first soprano soloist in one of
the largest Toronto churches is a Canadian born
Japanese. The Supervisor of one of the girls work
camps sponsored by the Y.W.C.A. last summer
stated that the outstanding personality in a group
of 80 was a Japanese Canadian. They are well
liked and mix well in youth organizations of all
kinds.

(b) Help them secure decent living quarters. In
doing this it may be that you can open up your own
home, either to provide rooms or both rooms and
board.

(c) Do what you can to help them secure decent
jobs. Many of them have special skills which would
be an asset to your community. Resettlement will

never be an accomplished fact until the evacuees
are financially independent.

(d) Quite a few of the more mature as well as
some of the younger folk, especially those who have
lived in lonely out-of-the-way places, need help with
their English. Organize classes where necessary or
coach them as individuals. Fluent use of the
English language is essential'to any thorough-going
Canadianization.

(e) Acquaint yourself with the whole issue of
evacuation and resettlement. See that your group
and your community becomes equally well in-
formed. Constitute yourself an advocate for a just
and humane treatment of these ‘‘war victims”.
De | with facts not rumors — many of the latter
are quite without foundation. Secure and use
available literature. Write to your newspapers in
their defence.

(/) If the number of evacuees concerned is at all
large organize a local committee and make "~Re-
settlement 7} in all its phases a community project
in democratic citizenship.

Immediate Action Urgent

It is now about two years since the evacuation
began. Enough time has elapsed to allow the first
excitement due to invasion threats to subside and
to justify the making of future plans on the basis
of past experience. In the new order envisaged by
so many we must I3 prepared to live in peace with
people of all races intolerance and bigotry must
be unknown words. It ill becomes us to cry for
justice and peace abroad while treating fellow
Canadians with suspicion and neglect. To you as a
Christian and as a citizen of a democratic country
our appeal is made that every assistance be given
these people in their search for a new home and a
decent livelihood. Give them a fair chance to prove
their loyalty and industry as part of our demo-

Address all enquiries to your nearest British Columbia
Security Commission office, Placement offices are at the
following addresses:

174 Spadina Avenue - -  Toronto, Ont.

276 St. James St W .- - Montreal, P.Q.
Customs Bldg.- - - - Fort William, Ont.
749 Somerset Bldg. - - Winnipeg, Man.
1102 Fifth Ave. S .- « Lethbridge, Alta.
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November 1974,

Dr. Galen Fisher
11 El Sueno, Route 2,
Orinda, California.

Dear Dr. Fisher:

It encourages ne so much aa6h time | receive a letter from you. |
am 3 rry to have delayed answering your last letter of the ~ th of August.

Much has happened since | wrote you last. First of all, Misaki and
I are proud parents of a daughter. W are so grateful for little Jo ANO
who is adding so much to our lives. She is now about eleven weeks old
and getting to be quit© a daughter. Miaaki and Jo Anne are living in
Webster Groves, Missouri and may come to live with ne in the near future.

We have a new Battalion Commander with us now. He is Lt-Colonal
Harrison M Markley who is one of the finest gentleman | have ever met.
He is understanding, kind, considerate and an excellent leader. W are
now working harder n«w because of what he is and what he expects of us.
The morale of the men is high and we are trying to keep it there so that
all of us will benefit by it.

Did you know that Chaplain Yamada was wounded in action? He wrote
to me while he was in the hospital and informed me that his injiries were
not serious. And | recently heard that he was back with the unit one©
again. How | wish that | could b©® with him and the men over there; but
there is a lot of work to be done here, and | shall be glad if | can do it
well.

Thank you for the address by President Sproul. | feel that not
enough Japanese Americans feel grateful for those who are consistently
pushing true democracy to the forefront. The steps you and your committee
have taken, means just one thing to rei that truth shall conquer™ regard-
less of how long it may take.

I also feel that in this time of chaos, both, in thinking and in
action, too many of us Japanese Americans are taking advantage of the
considerations and the kindnesses of our Caucasian friends. Feeling this
very strongly, | sermonized on the topic of nthe Tragedy of the Common Levelll
Because we are the minority group who have been receiving nation-wide
attention, many of us have taken advantage of the opportunity and permitted
others to do all the work. Surely, there is a great danger.

I am especially working for better unity and cooperation between
the soldiers and their loved ones in the relocation centers. W know of
the definite resentment of many of the Isseis towards those of us who
volunteered for service in the US Army. But now with draftees marching
in, many of the parents wish to help their sons in the army; yet, held back
because of their pride and sense of racial pride in their mother country.
We are building a Xmas fund for the Rohwer Relocation Center so that we
may get candy, gun and such other things for the children there* It is a



token of appreciation and of fellowship. W would like to do something
for all the Centers, but since we have only 600 men here at the present
moment, it would be too difficult to ask the men to donate so much. And
in the meantime, | have written to the Buddhist and the Christian groups
of each Center asking for better consideration of us who are in the armed
forces. | suggested that it would be a fine idea for those groups to
help us financially in our recreation program. Five groups have answered
generously ad we have ]I 7 to help our men in athletics and stc. | feel

that if we can get the definite support of the Isseis, the younger onas
will do better.

'He have snatches of trouble with the white units around her®©,.*
©specially with the groups who have been in the Aleutians and etc. But

out of* thati group, we find so many fine fellows who have no animosity for
us»

I had tha privilege of meeting with Lt-General Friedendorf, the
commanding general of the 2nd Array. He is 100% behind us and asked to
be called in on anything which he could be of help. The officers have
been splendid in their work for this battalion. Representatives from -
higher headquarters have openly stated that this Japanese American battalion
is one of the best. And so, we try to do the things which shall finally
conquer for the best of America. W have something definite to contribute;
and we shall do the best we can.

Ad so our work goes on and may God grant that the foundations upon

which w8 build ar© solid ones. May God's abundant blessings b upon your
noble work.

Very sincerely yours,



of A

American Friends Service Committee

Pennsylvania

Chairman, RUFUS M. JONES Southern California Branch Chairman Southern California Branch
Executive Secretary, CLARENCE E. PICKETT DAVID E. HENLEY WILL B. WICKERSHAM
426 North Raymond
Mailing Address: Box 966, Zone 20
Pasadena, California
Telephone: SYcamore 6-8159

December 2 1 ,1944
Dear Friend:

After thirty-three months, the ban excluding Japanese Americans from the West
Coast is to be lifted. The Army has announced that “there is no longer military
necessity” and the Supreme Court has ruled that it is unconstitutional to exclude
from the West Coast citizens against whom there is no charge.

Somehow Christmas will be a happier tim6 for all of us, now that we know con-
stitutional rights have been restored to loyal Japanese Americans. Our thoughts
turn to the words from lIsaiah which Jesus used at the beginning of his ministry.
"Deliverance to captives and recovery of sight to the blind,n It is not enough
that the changed legal status brings deliverance. There is still need in some
quarters of "recovery of sight." January 2nd marks not only the end of an era
of captivity, it marks the beginning of a new opportunity for all who have been
concerned for this problem.

We will find that a large group of Japanese Americans will have gone east,
others will choose to remain in the centers, but some ten, perhaps twenty percent
will want to come back to the West Coast. Our opportunity for service is
just beginning. Are we ready to help?

OR FIRST TASK will be to keep public opinion positivee Letters should be
sent to our local papers showing appreciation of good articles and discouraging
the publication of statements which engender fear and race prejudice. W should
write public officials commending their attitudes or expressing regret if their
statements seem to us to be wrong. We should also talk to neighbors and those we
meet in shops and on street cars, letting them know that we are glad the ban has
been lifted and telling of our willingness to help meet the problems which will
be involved in the return.

The American Friends Service Committee is concerned to find homes and estab-
lish hostels where returnees can stay while waiting to move into their former
homes or while finding new ones, and where later, groups of old peop e who have
no children to care for them may work out a pattern of happy group living. The
time is short, the need is urgent. We need your support and cooperation.

Sincerely,
Esther B. Rhodes,

for the Japanese American Committee,
Southern California Branch
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H3/DQTJARTSRS
6TH ARMY GROUP
Offiee of the Commanding General
APO 23

30 April 1945

Mr. Williani 0O¢ Carr, Chairman
PrieniiB of the American Way
305 Kensington Place
Pasadena (3), Californift

Dear Mr* Ourrt
In reply to your inquiry dated 20 March 19455

The Japanese-Araerican soldiers who have served undef my
cciamandS) both in Italy and in France are, in my opinion, among
the finest soldiers in the United States Army. Their bravery,
devotion to duty and resouroefulness ero attested to by the num
erous citations and decorations awarded to them. One of their
unitsf the 100th Japanese-American Battalion, has been referred to
in the jprgss as ths “most decorated 'battalion in the U.S* Army.**
A larger unit. the 442nd (Japaneso-American) Regimental Combat
'ffSiQ™ori the adiaSratiot: and respect of a3.1 Allied fighting units
ou tbe Western Front vt Qn it participated in the heroic rescue of
a [flj st Bautalion'l of the 36th Divisian last October in the Vosges

Mountains*
No commander could wish for better or mara loyal troope*
It is my forver*t wish that America will never forget the
struggles and sacrifices of its fighting men — including ibeso

Nisei, who, like the rest, have fought so courageous y for our
democratic ways of life*

Inclosed herewith is s report of the publicity given to
the Jtp&n0O8e-American troops in this sector*

Sincerely yours,

/» [ Jecot) L. Devors

JACOB L. D57ERS,
General, U*S« Army,
Consnanding*



Eastern OfFice: Tri-State Office:

Room 1109 615 E. & Q Building
#£99JM[?yison Ave* - 17th and Curtis

New York City 17, N. Y* Itizens League Denver 2, Colorado
Phone: Murray Hill 2-2459 Phone: Cherry 5990
Mid-West Office: San Francisco Office:
Room 1008 1860 Washington Street
189 W . Madison Street 413'415 Beason B Idg T elephone 5'6501 San Francisco 9 ,

Chicago 2, Illinois Salt Lake City 1,Utah Phone: Tuxedo 5212

Phone: Franklin 8840

228 McAllister street
SAN FRANCISCO 2#CAL. - MA. 8442

August 24,1945

Honorable Samuel Diokstein
CJiairman, _ _ _ _
Conamittee on InunigratJion & Naturalization

Dear Sir;

We wisia to present to you a problem whicia deeply concerns us.
It iaas to do witdi the future of the alien Japanese in this country,

generally known as tiie Issei.

The Nisei G-ls have established a reputation on the battlefield

Tiie 100th Infantry Battali n and now the 442nd Regimental Combat
Team have covered themselves with glory for their feats in Italy?*
Contingents are in France, and also an estimated number exceeding
four tnousand are in the Pacific area, laave served against Japan.

M ilitary leaders iaave classified tnese Nisei G-s in tiae Pacific as
unexpendable because they are irreplaceable. Most of the mainland

Hisei soldiers who nave answered the call of duty have come from
the relocation centers. Tiaeir parents, brotJiers and sisters and
other relatives are s till beiiind barbed wire fences.

While these loyal Nisei Gls are giving up their blood and
life for their natioris safety and security, there is a dark cloud
stiovering over their* tJtLougiits constantly.

In letters written from the foxholes and otner figircing
fronts, tney tell us of their fears for tlae security of their par-
ents, the Issei. When they read of resolutions passed by Pacific
Coast race mongers to deport all persons of Japanese sincestry to
Japan or the Pacific Islands, they wonder if their sacrifice is
not being made in vain. Th4y are constantly tormented, by the
guestion of the future security and welfare of tneir families.

Today America has marsiaalled ner forces and. waged a success-
ful, final assault against Japan. Colleges have trained men and
women wiio w ill be useful througii tiieir knowledge of the Japan©s©
language. Who are the instructors? Many are Issei, alien Japan-
ese, who are living under* "these tiareats of deportation.

P r Better Americans in A Greater America



JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
NATIONAL SPONSORS

ARIZONA

Bishop Walter Mitchell... .— Jhoenix

CALIFORNIA
Mrs. Wallace B. Alexander........ s s Orinda

Benjamin W. Black, M.D._____ Oakland
Dr. Monroe Deutsch------ e Berkeley
Louis Goldblatt San Francisco
Kirby Pace _ a Habra
Rt. Rev. Edward L. Parsons San Francisco
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Joseph S. Thompson San Francisco
August Vollmer Berkeley
Annie Clo Watson San Francisco
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CONNECTICUT
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Bishop W. E. Hammaker. Denver
James G. Patton------------- Denver
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¢ Dr. Hamilton Holt"—"" """ e "— Winter Park
ILLINOIS
Dr. Edwin R. Embree. ... - Chicago
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Chicago

Willard Townsend —Chicago
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August Scholle Detroit
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William Agar New York

Roger N. Baldwin......ccocevovviiennceens e e e New York
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Harry Lorin Binsee New York

Dr. Harry Woodburn Chase_ ... New York

Rev, Dr. David de Sola Pool New York
Rev. Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick______ York
Read Lewis New York
Rev. Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr ..New York
George Schuyler New York
Dr. John W. Thomas New York
Rev, Dr. E, McNeill Poteat Rochester
Mr. and Mrs. Harper Sibley Rochester
Norman Thomas New York
Bishop Henry St. George Tucker. New York
Bishop James E. Walsh New York
NORTH CAROLINA
Dr. Frank P. Graham Chapel Hill
Dr. Howard W. Odum ____ Chapel Hill
OHIO
George T. Trundle Cleveland
Dr. 0. M. Walton___  _ Cleveland
OREGON
E. B. MacNauchton Portland
Hon. Charles A. Sprague Salem
Monroe Sweetland. B L ....Pordand
PENNSYLVANIA
Pearl S. Buck .Perkasie
Dr. Rufus M. Jones Haverford
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Dr. John W. Nason Swarthmore
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Richard J. Walsh - . - - Perkasie
TENNESSEE
Dr. Dena Frank Fleming - Nashville
Jennings Perry Nashville
TEXAS
Dr. Homer P. Rainey”— _“__ Austin

UTAH

Arthur Gaeth
Mrs. Burton W. Musser

Salt Lake City
Salt Lake City

VERMONT

Dorothy Canfield Fisher....... __Arlington

VIRGINIA
Rev. Dr.J. W. Bill Marshall
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WASHINGTON '
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- Seattle

Dr. Jesse Steiner.............

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Dr. Will W. Alexander
Raymond Swing
Mr. and Mrs. Charles P. Taft

HAWAII

Dr. Miles E. Cary Honolulu, T. H.



h n. Samuel Dickstein - 2- August 24,1945

n "tile food production, g8tpalJLgiij titiousands of workers ai*e
helping to grow and harvest tiie crops; many more are working in
the meat packing plants, and packing sheds, and canneries. A
large number are Issei*

_ The Office of War . nformat;10m, tiie Office of Strategic Ser_
vices, the Federal Radio Intelligence Sei*vice, the Apniy Ser-

vice, Army Intelligenoe, Naval Intelligence, and otiaer depart-
ments engaged in war activities against Japan iiave utilized these
alien Japanese residents who alone can furnish tiie necessary
knowledge of tJie Japanese language.

Tlee full significance of the position of these Issei who are
enemy aliens teoJanically is not aDpreoiated by the general Amerlcsn
public. They are now men without a country. Tney have supoorted
the war effort of a nation at war with their own. Japan can char
tilem w itii treason. This means tiiat the Issei nave c9st their lot
witn tne land of tneir Children, the United States of America, and
w ill not be able to go back to Japan.

reward w ill these Issei receive from tJae United States?
_ tiley be deported, even tiiougii tiaey have given tne lives of
tneir sons? Is America going to be ungrateful, even tnough her
war effort has been helped by these alien Japanese, whose services
were urgently needed ana irreplaceable?

Xt ™M ? t tdimfauit of | _ Issei tnat they are not American
citizens today. Tne naturalization laws of tnis” country have deniad.
tnem tnis privilege. Simply because they were unable to become
citizens tnrougn a quirk of our own laws, are these Isseis to be
le ft to tne mercy and the whims of ttie race-baiters? Americals
sense of fair play and justice should express itse If tnrougn some

Wise! &Is If their parents could be granted tiie Qrivilege of be-
coming naturalized. 6

As we witness the conflict of emotions going through the minds
Issei wlko iiave iielped America but wonder what their future

Wr11lthewin . tJlis~country, cannot "elP ~ut feel that sometnin
smou‘ig e done for tner%. WEven a resolution of appreciation rkyg
Congress with an assurance tnat all loyal residents w ill be secure

in tnis country would be a iaelpful gesture.

However, it woula be deemed a supreme recognition to the Issei
parents or tiiose who have sent forth their sons to battle for their
adopted land, ana to those Issei wno have served, so valuably in

o tne united Statef?@haturalizdtiodr WELAUNADIAE wWitifo it h AR baRES

to race, color, or p ace of origin.

sineere y yours,

Saburo Kido

national president



920 Superior Avenue, N.E
Cleveland.14, QdJaio
November 24,1944

Colonel L. B. Chambers, Commanding O fficer
Army Map Service

6101 MacArthur Boulevard

Washington 16, D. O.

Dear Siri

We, tiie members of the Transliteration Section of tne Army
Map Service in Cleveland, have a plea to make to you. It is
our great desire to obtain citizenship rigilts in tials great
country, if possible.

Most of us have been in our present positions for the past
nineteen months, and appreciate tne opportunity accorded us
to prove our worthiness to this country in time of war* W
foreswore allegiance to Japan upon acceptance of our present
positions; hence, we are Hnen without a country.u

We have sons fighting for this, our adopted country; but,
technically, we are branded as enemies of the country for v”*hicia
they are fighting. We have been Residents of this country from
25 to 50 years, and have cherished the rights given us and have
abided by tne laws of tills great United States of America; yet,
we are denied citizenship because of an existing law whicJi does
not permit naturalization to Japanese nationals.

Japanese nationals who served actively in tlae first World
War were given citizenship, ana tJiere is a similar case in tills
war at Port Snelling, Minnesota, Also, recently the Chinese
were g?]iyen tnis privilege based on the principle of democracy
for which this ountry is fig hting. f we were permitted to serve
actively, we would gladly bear acms for tiais country, But, we
are told that our work is considered just as important as what;
the men in active service are doing.

Therefore, we anticipate making an appeal for citizenship.



Golone L B. CHatiberl Wastiington D* G

rights, communicating, 3if necessary, with President Roosevelt
and Secretary of Waf BAlmson.

s 1t at all possible for your good office to give us
guidance and assistance in tills matter of great importance to
us? Any consideration you can give us regarding this matter
w ill be greatly appreciated by us a ll*

Most respectfully ydKirs,
N A A A

Komao N'. Baba

Bhunsuke 1. zumi

lasao loncto

Tanigoro KonisUl

Riroslii Matsushige

Shunzo M ltani

Yoshlo NisJaimura

Harris Ozawa

linya Okajima

Kengo Tajlma
UHiyoto 'laReta

YosJaisada K. Usuda



920 Superior Avenue, N. E*
Cleveland 14, Ohio
November 24,1944

Colonel L. B. Onambers

Commanding O fficer, Army Map Service
6101 MacArthur Boulevard

Washington 16, yf D. C.

Dear Si

In connection witn a plea on tJae prt of the ssei members of
our Transliteration Section for consideration in their efforts to
obtain citizenship, we, the undersigned Nisei (American citizen)
members humbly ask that you do all in your power to advise or as-
sist them, if it be consistent witn any regulations pertaining
thereto.

Tiie Issei members have served as a veritable Ibackbone*4 around
whom our section was built up. Their deep sincerity and unswearing
raitJafu ness have been manifested to us by their action from day to
day for the past nineteen months in wnich we worked side by side*

We feel that their performance and tne peculiar circumstances
in whicJa they find themselves warrant some cognizance and considera-
tion. We earnestly hope it will be possible for you to offer them
some advice and encouragement.

Respectfully your
Doris G. HosJiide
Tosh Hosiiiae
Donald. K. IwaHasJii
Harvey iWp,ta
Tokuo Xurosaka
Prank M. Myamori
Hisaye Nakajima

Kay KT Nishimura

Sa<iie S. Sakamoto

Dorothy K» Taniguchi



(COPY)

VEKSITY OF CALIFORNIA

O ffice of tiae President

October 16,1944

Mr. S,buro Kido, National President
Japanlse American Citizens League
National Headquarters

Beason Building

Salt Lake Cltyj: Utah

My dear Mr. Kido;

lour bulletin .28 dated September 25 has just reached
me, and. you certainly present In a most moving way the position
of the Issei in this country. agree with everyMng that you
say. The mere fact that these unfortunates are not citizens
ol*the United States is due to no fault of their own, but the
stupid laws of tiie United States wiiicii have prevented from
attaining citizenship.

| recall vividly the case of one elderly ssei io,
at the time of Pearl Harbor said: Hla »ny was not permitted
to become a citizen wnen came Here 40 years ago il

To permit men and women to come to this country to
spend their lives iaere, to devote all of their energies to
work in tiae United States, to allow them to raise families here
who are imbued witJa American ideals, to encourage their sons
to figiat in the uniform of this country against those in tne
land from which they came - to do all these things is most
unfair when the parents are treated as outcasts.

I am Hoping that reason w ill finally come to ttie
Aiaerican people and that they will no longer give need to
the utterances of politicians who tiiink that by stirring up
hatred against long-time residents of this country, they can
secure place and position.

shall do everything in y power to assist you
in iat you are doing. |If, by an chance, the publication of
this letter would be of assistance to you, you are perfectly
free to make use of 'it.
With all good wishes, | am
Very sircerely,
/81 Monroe E. Deutsch

Monroe E. Deutscii
Vioe-Pres, and Provost



79tn CONGKESS
1st Session H. R. 2756

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
March 23,1945

Mr. Pnilbin ntroduoea tne followir® b ill; whicn was referred t xne
Commifcee on Immigration and Naturalization

A BILL

To permit the naturalization of certain persons whose sons and
daughters have servea witn tiie land or naval forces or tiile mari-
time services of tiie United. States.

Be it enacted b/ the Senate and House of ReDresenta-
"Gives of tne United States of America in Congress assembled,
That any person no*c a citizen of tne United States may be

naturalized witnout dec aration of intention, and. without

1

2

3

4

5 complying with existing educational requirements, willoil

6 siial be waived: Provided, That such person shall Have a
7 son or daughter who is a citizen of tiae United States, and
3 who iaas served, or is serving, honorably in the land or naval
9 forces, or the Merchant Marine Service of tiae United States,
50 during the present war or some previous war, and. who, if

11 separated from sufih Service, Was separated under iaonor-

12 able conditions. For the purposes of this section, sectiai 526

13 of this Act shall not apply to any petition fiM. hereunder.



(OOPI)

1324 Dewey Avenue, Evanston, Illinois, October 3,1944

Japanese American Citizens League
Beason Building
Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Mr. Kido:

Have long been aware of the dilemma in whicii the
ssei find themselves and agree tngtt: we shou d move quickly
to improve their situation. Personally | think those who
are taking an active part in the war effort should be given
immediate cltizensiaip, if they want it, as an evidence of tile
appreciation of a grateful nation, Otners who have been shown
to be law abiding should be allowed to became naturalized by
the usual process. The last probably canll be accomp isiied
now, but Cor~gress could at least pass a resolution to tiae
effect that no one who has not asked to return to Japan or

who iias not engaged in subversive activities 8l0uld be forced
to return to Japan.

Miss £mma liogers

School teacher



The Japanese

I am proud that| am an American citizen of Japanese ancestry, for my
very ba.ckground makes me appreciate more fully the wonderful advan-
tages of this nation. | believe in her institutions, ideals, and traditions |
glory in her heritage | boast of her history | trust in her future. She has
granted me liberties and opportunities such as no individual enjoys in this
world today. She has given me an education befitting kings. She has
entrusted me "with the responsibilities of the franchise. She has permitted
me to build a home, to earn a livelihood, to worship, think, speak, and

act as | please—as a free man equal to every other man.

Although some individuals may discriminate against me, | shall never
become bitter or lose faith, for I know that such persons are not repre-
sentative of the majority of the American people. True, | shall do all in
my power to discourage such practices, but | shall do it in ihe American
way: above-board, in the open, through courts of law, by education, by
proving myself to be worthy of equal treatment and consideration. | am
firm in my belief that American sportsmanship and attitude of fair play
will judge citizenship and patriotism on the basis of action and achieve-
ment, and not on the basis of physical characteristics.

Because | believe in America, and | trust she believes in me, and
because | have received innumerable benefits from her#l pledge myself
to do honor to her at all times and in all places to support her constitu-
tion to obey her laws to respect her flag; to defend her against all
enemies, foreign or domestic to actively assume my duties and obliga-
tions as a citizen, cheerfully and without any reservations whatsoever,
in the hope that | may become a better American in a greater America.

—Mike Masaoka.

As read before the United States Senate and
printed in the Congressional Record, May 9,1941

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
413-415 BEASON BUILDING
Salt Lake City, Utah



Typical letter to G-eneral Bonestosl (Copy to Mr. Dillon Mygr _ )
Directort War Relocation Authority

Barr Building, Washington, D, C.)

Major General Charles Bonestoel
Western Defense Command
Presidio

San Francisco* California

Dear General Bonesteel t

I wish to employ (a man, woman, or soO many men, so many women) of the
evacuees of Japanese ancestry* as soon as the War Departmont decides it is proper
for thorn to return to.tliis state* Specifications of the work.are farm labor*
on a fruit ranch with a little animal husbandry# Full time*. ~7agos; At prevailing
rate for type of work* plus "board. One good bedroom supplied* with "bath available.
One day a weok off* Length of engagement> 6 months.

Signed -



President
Hermann N. Morse

HOME MISSIONS COUNCIL

First Vice-President Second Vice-President Recording Secretary
Mrs.J. D. Bragg Willard M. Wickizer Mrs. C. S. Smith

Treasurer
Edna R. Howe

OF NORTH AMERICA

THE INTERCHURCH AGENCY OF HOME MISSIONS BOARDS AND SOCIETIES OF TWENTY-THREE DENOMINATIONS

CONSTITUENT BODIES

National Baptist
Northern Baptist
Church of the Brethren
Church of God
Congregational-Cbristian

Executive Secretaries
Edith E. Lowky
Mask A. Dawbek

Disciples of Christ African Methodist Episcopal Zion
Protestant Episcopal Colored Methodist Episcopal
Evangelical Methodist

Evangelical and Reformed American Moravian

Friends Presbyterian, U.S.A.

United Lutheran Presbyterian, U.S.

African Methodist E piscopal United Presbyterian of North America

297 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y.
Telephone GRamercy 5-4658

Christian Reformed

Reformed in America

United Brethren in Christ
United Church of Canada
American Bible Society
American Sunday School Union

August 8» 1945

To Members of the Co iH on HeseHUement

I© are eaclosing herewith a copy of “Report on frip to West

Coast and Belocation Centersl by the Hev. Shunji I*. Hishi.

our Committee in this tour*

HO repr»s«wted

Your special attention is called to M» Hishifs request that
the report Ixe considered strictly confidential« de consented to write
this doc\Znent on that condition. Tou will find that 1lthe inforaatioa
contained is not only valtiabXe to our mideratandizig of the pr bXemst
bTit is extremely interesting and revealing.

Tor this tour, we are Indolted to the Division of Itoestic
Missions of the National Council of the Episcopal Church.

Sincerely yovrs,
K

Director for Resettlement



From: The Federal Council of Churches
297 Fourth Avenue
New York 10, N. Y«

For publication in Friday papers,
September 28,1945

NEW YORK, Sept* 27 Expressing concern over the announced
policy of the War Relocation Authority to close all Relocation Centers
by December 31s 1945, the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ
in America, today called upon the government for assurances that
adequate provision w ill be made for tho basic needs of the evacuees,
including housing, assistance in employment, and the care of the aged
and orphans, before evicting them from the War Relocation Centers#

The request was made in a letter addressed to the Secretary
of the Interior, Harold L« Ickes? and released to the press today by
Je Quinter Miller, Associate General Secretary of the Council.

On behalf of thousands of churches in its 85 constituent
communions, the Council expressed the belief that without specific
guarantees of such assistance the closing of the centers would work
hardship upon many, especially those without property, the aged, the
widows and orphaned childrene

While the letter to Ickes expressed appreciation of the
A"thoughtful attention™ which the WRA has given to previous represen-
tations of the Council, it declared that assurances already made
should be given fuller meaning by "formal, o fficial and continuing
action.M

(Copy of letter attached.)

m*i ap M



COoPY The Federal Council
of THE
Churches of Christ in America

297 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 10, N. Y.

BISHOP G. BROMLEY OXNAM,
PRESIDENT

REV. BENJAMIN E. MAYS,
VICE-PRESIDENT

HARPER SIBLEY.

TREASURER September 27,1945

REV. SAMUEL McCREA CAVERT.
GENERAL SECRETARY

REV. ROSWELL P. BARNES.

REV. J. QUINTER MILLER.
ASSOCIATE GENERAL SECRETARIES

Mr. Harold L Icfces,. Secretary
Department of the Interior
Washington> D. C.

Dear Mr. lekes:

Thousands of the churches that are meinbers of our tweirty-five
constittisnt comniuiiions hav®© been sincersly concerned “ver the
announced policy of the War Relocation Authority to close all
Relocation Centers by December 31,1945. It is their belief
this this policy, tanless accompanied by specific guarantees
that adequate provision will be msuie for housingf employment
and social security, works hardship upon niany™ especially those
without pi* perty, the aged, the widows and orphaned childreru

This concern was recently conveyed to Mr. Dillon Meyer through
a gro\g> consultation in New York on September 5 , 1945« ?.hil©
we appreciate the thoughtful attention which W,R*A. has given to
our representations and the assurances conveyed that these needs
will be provided for, the fact remains that their fuller meaning
awaits formal, official and continuing action*

In view thereof, further consideration was given to these matters
by the Executive Committee at its meeting on Tuesday, September 18,

1945 and "the following action was passed with the req ues*t that: it
be conveyed to you:

"Resolved: That the Federal Council of the Churches
of Christ in America, by action of its Executive
Coosnittee, requests the United States Govermnsni:
through the Secretary of the Interior, Mr, Harold
L. Ickost to give fiLssurance that adequate provision
has fceen made for the basic needs of the evacuees,
including housing, assistance in employment, and
the care of the agod and orphans before evicting
them from tho War Relocation Centers.w

Faithfully yours

QM TC



